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ALNWICK
BREBEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

REPORT

0NF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER

FOR THE YEAR ENDING

DECEMBER 3lst, 1895.

ALNWICE, 15th January 1896.

To THE CHAITRMAN AND MEMBERS oF THE URBAN
District CoUNcIL.

Gentlemen,

You will probably remember that at the close of
1894 I was able to announce as part of that vear’s experience
a very gratifying reduction of the death rate, which, when
added to others in the years immediately preceding 1t, might
be construed into evidence of a substantial and steadily
advaneing improvement in the sanitary condition of the
district.

That view of the situation had, with apparent correctness,
much in its favour at the time; but we are now foreibly
reminded that we are still unable to deal effectually with
certain forms of disease and contingencies whose Irregular
visits and developments may at any time disturb our cal-
culations of the ordinary mortality.
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in less than robust health, to shut themselves up for months
in unventilated rooms; an increased dampness of dwellings
due to a protracted letmrf of snow, more especially over
unprotected ground in cour g5 and lanes not easil y accessible ;
to a greater prevalence of moisture in the atmosphere, and
to a more frequent flooding of cellars and underground
kitchens from which permanent relief secms only possible
after the new works of drainage have been brought into
proper order for its accomplishment.

The following details of our experience aupp.ll_y some
further information—

During the past year there have been registered within
the District of this Council 195 deaths, of which 96 were
males, and 99 were females. 23 of them oeceurred at the
Workhouse, and 2 at the Infirmary, which is an increase of
13 over those of the previous year. 60 were under 5 years
of age, and of these 33 were infants who died within the
first year of life, GO attained the age of (5, and of those who
exceeded 1t, 24 at the time of deﬂth were above 70, and 23
above 50. By comparing the ages and causes of death in
the last two years, a rough estimate may be obtained of the
points in which they differ. The increase in 1895 to be
accounted for is 87. It can be made up as respects age by
34 additional deaths under 5 years, 30 between that age and
65 years, and 23 at the ages above it. And as respects
dlaea.ae the chief inerease has been 1n deaths from measles,
whooping-cough, affections of the respiratory organs
(including phthisis,) and what are classified under “the
column assigned to other diseases. There have also been 4
more deaths from injuries. The death rate per 1000 of the
population, according as we include those at the publie
institutions or leave them out of the caleulation, is 29-14
in the one case, and 2540 in the other.

The births during the year have been 214, of which 111
were males and 103 were females. The number is 12 above
that of 1894, making the birth rate per 1000 of the popula-
tion, 31-98.

Notice must next be taken of the year's sanitary
work as contewplated or accomplished. I have nothing
to report respecting an 1ncreased storage of water,
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Perhaps the largest piece of work of a structural character
accomplished during the vear has been an addition to the
slaughterhouse accommodation of three new houses including
one for scalding—maling in all eight for killing purposes,
and two for the subsequent cleansing.

The question of a more adequate and less faulty system
of sewerage for the town, raised many years ago, and never
since lost sight of, had, we thought, when I addressed you
on a similar oceasion, been discussed in all its bearings by
the Board and in the local papers up to the full measure of
advantage, and was on the point of settlement, but it con-
tinued to be a subject of interest and discussion throughout
the year. My instructions direct me to limit this report to
the proceadings and oecurrences of the year recently con-
cluded ; but a tender has since been accepted for an immediate
execution of the larger section of the work as previously
sanctioned by the Local Government Board. The con-

atulations this evoked followed so closely on the dawning
of the New Year that they mingled pleasantly with some of
its earliest greetings, and perbaps a reference to a matter so
important should not be omitted. I have no reliable
information that workmen in search of employment will,
with this intention, visit Alnwick in numbers sufficiently
large to be any serious inconvenience to the town, in pro-
viding for their accommodation ; but it may be well to bear
in mind that a Common Lodging House, which would be an
improvement on those at present in use, and provide for
emergencies, might in this connection, be appropriately con-

Without attempting to remove all the disappointment
naturally felt at so large an inerease of a death rate whose
imgmvement during several successive years had steadily
and even surprisingly advanced, I may say that the rare
combination of untoward and somewhat exceptional causes
which led to it, and the very tender ages of the children
whom they so calamitously affected, may, I think, be fairly
allowed to moderate what appears gloomy in the sitnation.
But if we admit this and moreover that there are elements
in it which make us hopeful that this departure may not
extend very perceptibly into other years, 1t is only right to


















