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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICFR OF HEALTH

1959
Io the Chairman and Members of the Alwwick Rural District Council

My, Chaivmen, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is oy plessure to present to you my fifth Anmual Report.

In summary, the wital statistics of this year show an inerease
in the estimated mid-year population, the birth rate, the stillbirth
rate and the death rate, and a decrease in infant mortality. It is
pleasing to note the drop in infant mortality from 40,20 to 19.60
deaths per 1,000 total live births, and it will be noted from the
Table on page €& that all the infant deaths took place within the
first four weeks of life, It is also of interest that three of the
four infant deaths were due to prematurity,

The satillbirth rate and the infant mortality rate contimue to
fluctuate each year, but fortunately, on average the trend is down-
m'

There was an inerease in the mumber of deaths by nine, giving
an increased rate of 12.43 compared with 11.71 per 1,000 of the
population for 1958, and 11,60 for England and Wales for 1959.
The main inerease appears to have been in the number of deaths
caused by diseases of the heart and circulatory system. This
increased from 67 deaths to 86, i.e. an increase from 45% of all
deaths to 55% whilst coronary heart disease accounted for 25% of
this group compared with 35.8% in 1958, and 32% in 1957. Again
I give below the Registrar General's classification of the occcu-
pational groups for coronary thrombosis:-

Clessification lales Femnles
rofessional etc,) - i
Class 2 (Intermediate occupations) 1 %2 I (L
Class 3 (Skilled occupations) 1 (2) 1 (1)
Class 4 (Partly skilled ocoupations) - 3
| Class 5 (Unskilled occupations) = =
Totals o ) LG
Other Persons (no Gainful Occupaticn Stated)| 1 3

*Figures in brackets are deaths at age 65 years and over

Cancer deaths fell from 30 to 27 or 17% of all deaths, and the
mmber of deaths caused by lung cancer went up from four to five,
there being cne female death due to thiz esuse. There was no death
from leukaemia.

Accidental deaths were assigned to 9 of the 155 deaths, three
being motor vehicle accidents, and six to other accidents as shown
in Table 2.

Fortunately, there was no death this year from tuberculosis, and
the mumber of new cases of tuberculosis fell from four respiratory
and two other forms in 1958, to two cases of respiratory tuberculoszis
for the present year, and the graph on page 7 shows how favourable the
trend has been during the post-war years.

Measles was again the major infection, but it was in a compara-
tively mild form. Scarlet Fever was also prevalent; it alsc appeared
to be in a very mild form, and more of a nuisance than a serious disease.



Dysentery was similarly of a nuisance value, and there were five cases
of food poizoning which af'fected one family. Tinned salmon had been
eaten by all of the victims, and food poisoning organisms were found
in the oil and a portion of salmon taken from the opened tin.

Immunisation against Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Tetanus
continued at a favourable level, and no case of diphtheria was notified.
Yet only fifteen years ago, before the Immnisation programme was actively
pursued, 56 cases of diphtheria were notified, snd in the Ministry of
Health Report for 1958, 8 deaths were recorded from this cause, whereas
only twenty years previously there were 2,861 in England and Wales.

Vaccination against poliomyelitis also continued at a high level,
and the response by the 15-25 age group improved. As previously
reported up to 3lat December, 1958, only 300 out of an estimated 7,040
in North Northumberland had two doses of the vaccine. During 1959,
however, this total increased to 3,831 or 54%. The figures for the
other groups in North Northmberland are shown hereunder:-

1 - 15 Age Group

12,751 children received two injections {94#%) out of an
estimated population of 13,573.

Expectant Mothers 575
Doctors and Families bl
Ambulance Staff and Families 17
Hospital Staff 57

A total of 17,272 received two injections since the
advent of the scheme to Jlst December, 1959.

Of these, 12,940 received their third injection -
approximately 75%

During the year public sessions were held in Alnwick and Berwick, and
general practitioners co-operated to the full. For the thind successive
year, no case of poliomyelitis was notified.

As far as the sanitary conditions of the district are concerned,
the plight of the Radeliffe community still stands uppermost in the
problem, From the Publie Health Inspector's section of the report, it
will be seen that this willage has more than its share of occupied slum
property; 33 out of 88, and altogether there are 124 properties below
standard, out of the 406 estimated for the entire district.

On the eredit side, good progress was made during the year in the
plans for the provision of sewerage at Boulmer, Embleton and High Newton-
by-the-Sea, and if this rate of progress could be continued, or even
accelerated, then the sewerage problem should be solved within the next
ten years.

In my 1957 report I stressed the urgent need for public conveniences
in the rurel distriet which was facing an ever increasing influx of
vigitors., I also reported that the Council had recommended the provision
of such accommodation at Craster, Newton-by-the-Sea, Embleton, Boulmer and
Hauxley, and additional accommodation at Almmouth and Warkworth., A start
was made during the year to implement these recommendations, and the work
should be completed during the early part of 1960.



The Slaughterhouse Regulations were issued on lst Jamuary, 1959,
and in consequence I called a meeting of my Public Health Inspectors
for Nerth Northumberland to discuss the regulations and agree upon the
interpretation of the varicus seetions. As a reault of this meeting,
an sgreed standard and interpretation was concluded, and at later
meetings we were priviliged to discuss informally our interpretation
with officials from the Ministry of Agriculture, Pisheries and Focd.
These meatings of my Inspectors, which I have called at fairly regular
intervals, have proved to be most beneficlal indeed. We have been
able to share our experiences and difficulties, and to have a
uniformity of approach in North Northurberland. I hope they will be
contimied by my successor.

A= this is my last report to you before I leave the district to
tale up a new appointment in Edinburgh, I should like to place on
record my very sincers gpprecistion of the help and coe-cperation
accorded to me by the Chairman and members of the Health Committes,
I have also had very able assistance from, and it has been very
Pleasant to work with, the other officials and staff of the Council,
gnd in particular I would like to pay tribute to the help I have
received from Mr. R. Rothwell, Clerk of the Council, Mr. T, Robson,
Deputy Clerk, Mr. J. Staig, Public Health Inspector, Mr, R. Lyall,
Additional Public Health Inspector, and Mr, 0. Farrell, Surveyor.

I will be leaving the district with extremely happy memories.

I am
’]ﬂr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

{ ,ld.\;.sf)rw "i'l;‘-flx.- {”

s e

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH



GEIFRAL STATISTICS

The area of the district iz 92,964 acres.

The mumber of inhabited houses was 4,091 and the mmber
of new houses completed during the year was 1.

The rateable value was £115,625 and the sum represented
by a penny rate was £413.

The estimated mid-jyear population was 12,470 and this
figure was taken when calculating the Birth and Death

rate.
VITAL STATISTICS
Live Births Uales Females Total
Legitimate 10 93 19%
Ilegitimate _6 10
Totals E% 2 20,
Birth Rate per 1,000 of the population 16.35
Nlegitimate live births per cent of total live births 4,90
2ti11 Bivths
Legitimate 1 2 3
I1llegitimate =L = L
Totals 2 2 &
Stillbirth Rate per 1,000 total live and still births 19,25
Total live and still births 208
Infant Deaths (deaths under cne year)
Legitimate 3 1 4
Illegitimate = = =
Totals 3 1 L
Infant Mortality Rates
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births 19.60
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births 20.61

Tllegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births Nil

Heo-nstal Mortality Rate
Deaths under four weeks per 1,000 total live births 19.60

Early Nec-natal Mortality Rate
Deaths under one week per 1,000 total live births 14.70

Perinatal Mertality RHate
Sti11births and deaths under one week combined

per 1,000 total live and stillbirths 33.55
Maternal Mortality iiﬂ:.':luﬂa.qg abortion)
Humber of deaths Ni1

Rate per 1,000 total live and stillbirths il



Deaths Males Females Total
Bl 71 155
Death Rate per 1,000 of the populatien 12.43
Deaths from Puerperal Sepsis Nil
Deaths from Other Puerperal Causes Wil
Deaths from Cancer 27
Tahle 1

CHIEF CAUSES OF DEATH

Males Females Total

mnmﬂmnEMQhﬂwﬂ
Tuberculosis (Other)
Syphilitic Disease
Diphtheria
Whooping Cough
leningococcal Infections
Acute Poliomyelitis
Heaszles
Other Infective and Parasitic Diseases
lial ignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus

o " Breast

i 4 Uterus

i’ 1l Stomach
Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms
Leukaemia, Aleukaemia
Dishetes
Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System
Coronary Disease, Angina
Hypertenszion with Heart Disease
Other Heart Disease
Other Cireulatory Disease
Influenca
Prneumonia
Bronchitis
Other Diseases of Respiratory System
Ulcer of Stomach amd Duodermm
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoes
Nephritis and Nephrosisg
Hyperplasia of Prostate
Premnancy, Childbirth, Abortion
Congenital Malformations
Other defined and ill-defined diseases
lMotor Vehicle Accidents
All Other Aoccidents
Suicide
Homicide and Operations of War

=
TR YT T T T T T T T TR WP T T ¥ RN PP S R, T O = S TR O TR T T

ﬁg[ L HWw=l PRI BERFIFREEBr I o P
Elll—'muFl timrerrrroBeRBBo Fowrwir o o0 1000

=l

Totals



Table 2

ACC TTENTAT, TEATHS

Sex Cause of Death Ape

Females Foisoning by barbituratea, Not suffiecient 3T
to determine how or why the fatal dose was
taken,

Toxaemia due to septic absorption from bed Tl
sores - the result of being bedridden follow-

ing a fracture of the right tibis accidentally
sustained, Fell on public footpath,

Hypostatic pneumonia - the result of being 92
bedridden following an accidental fracture of

the right femur, Fell whilst walking on

highway.

Males Practured skull and multiple bodily injuries. 3
Deceased was accidentally struck by a light
engine whilat wallkding near the railway.

Anuria due to renal damage due to severs L5
burns, Clothing caught fire while he was
incapacitated due to disseminating sclerosis

and was trying to smoke a cigarette in the

bedroom of his residence.

Multiple injuries including fractured skull. 57
Was driving a diesel passenger train on a

railway and came into eellisien with a motor

morry on a level crossing,

Fractured skull and multiple injuries. 77
Knocked down by a motor car.

Brain demage. Fell from pedal bicyele. 78

Fracture of base of slkull and multiple 7
bodily injuries. Knocked dowm by a motor

cycle,

Table 3

INFANT MORTALITY

Cause of Death L Aga 1 Flace of Heath

Frematurity 30 mins.| The Hospital Scarborough,
Frematurity : 10 hra. | General Hespital, Newcastle.
Extreme Prematurity 1l day Princess Mary liatermity
Hospital, Newcastle.
Cersbral Harmorrhage 1 week Princess Mary laternity
Hospital, Newcastle.




Table &

Ik

IIFECTIOUS DISEASES

Searlet Fever
Whooping Cough
Diphtheria

leasles

Prneumondia
Cerebro-spinal Heningitis
Enteric Fever
Erysipelas

Acute Poliomyelitis
Dyzentery

Ophthalmia Neonatorum
Puerperal Pyrexis
Smallpox

Paratyphoid Fever
Food Poisoning
Encephalitia

TUEERCULOSIS

M

-]

1 T 191 00 MO -

=un

New Casas

Deaths

[Fess

iratory

Non-Respiratory

F I F

=

Respiratory | lion-Respiratc:y

5

5

1-19
20-29
30-39

50-59
60+

=

o g e
|

{ I TN (. T R |

[ Y ! I A |

FINEL - 0

| Totals

[

| Land
I
1
I

WUMBER OF NOTIFICATIONS AND LEATHS

Respirat

Hotificationa and Deaths from

Tubarculosis 1945 to 1

Notifications
Deaths

10




PUELIC HEALTH LABORATORY REPORTS

Rezul ts
Throat and Nasal Specimens
Vincents spirochaetes and fusiform bacilli 2
Streptococcus haemolyticus 3
Streptococeus viridans 1
Copgulase positive staphylococei 25
3
Hegative 13
Tﬂta.l H-P'E’:jmg tﬂlmﬂ - L] - LY L L) ﬂ
Faecal Specimens
Shigella sonnei 15
liegative 4O
Total specimens taken .o ss. ws o+ s  ss 55
Food Specimens
Coagulase positive staphylococci 2
Negative 2
Total specimens taken .. “e e - e e i
Table DN ISATTON
Primary Immunisation Seco (Reinforcing) Injectiong
Under| | E Under =
1 | 125|590 5| 1 |1|2]|3] %590 &
[ —E
Diphtheris - -{1}]-]1] & B | - |=]=]=]47 |85 | 21 152
Dirhtheria
and 55 |14 |5|1|3| 6 1 a3 = |=]=]=| =] 5 = 5
Thooping
Cough
Diphtheria,
Whooping 95 13113 |2|&| 3 C 0 o] (SRR Pl et = || L - 2
CGougn and
Tetanus
Totals 145 Is519(318)13 2 [228] - |-1-1-|48)950 | & 1
Imunity Index - North No. 2
District 1-4 Age Grou Under 1 Age Group
Mmrick U.D, Thob 254
Almrick R.IL 81.8 29.0
Anble U.D. 98.6 41,5k
Rothbury R.D. 87.3 26.37
Average per cent for North Ho. 2. .. .. 83.8
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FUELIC HEALTH INSFECTOR

To the Chairman and Members of the Couneil,
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me pleoasurs to present my fifth Annual Report in
which are facte and comments relative to the activities of the
department during 1959,

The statistical section of the Heport continues as here to
fore but this year in the gensral information Section I have inssrted
particulars concerning the water supplies and sewerage services,
administerad by the Council.

The overall situationm regarding water mpplies to the whola .
of the Distriect is one of inedequacy, which it is hoped will be met
in full in the near future by the Coguet Water Board Scheme when it
comes to fruition, It is gratifying to see actual progress now
being made in this direction as far as the plamt and trunk line is
coneornad and it is now essential that rapid progress be made with the
distribution mains, Mr. Farrell has rogularly sampled all the
public water supplies and these have been satisfactory. Hereunder ise
given = liat of the public supplies for your guidance.

Location Type Villages Sorved
1) Eglingham Spring Eglingham
2; Glanton Spring Glanton
3) Glantlees Spring Newton-en—the-Moor
(4) Denwick Quar:'yg Spring Alrmouth
Snableazes Lesbury f,part:!
(5) Shilbettle Colliery) Mine Shaft Shilbottle
Sturton Grange ) Eore Warkworth &Birling
(6) Sturton Grange Spring & Hauxley & Radecliffe
Fo. 1. Borehole Togston (part)
(7) Swarland Shaft ) Borehole Swarland &
Springwood Borehole) Disused Mine Kewt on-on-t he-loor
Shaft
(8) Powburn Spring Powburn & Hedgeley
(9) Gallowmoor g Boreholes Embleton, Newton-by-the
Stamford Links Mhmngtan, Craster,

Longhoughton, Boulmer,

In the statistical section is given the numbsers of samples
taken from private sources amounting to 82 in total. The number of
supplies from which these woere teken is 49. Thirty five of these
supplies proved satisfactory but 14 required subsequent sampling.

Ey improvements toc the sources 8 of these eventually proved satisfactory
leaving € to be kept under surveillance.
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The following list is included in this report so that you will
ba infermed of the position regarding sewerage in the District.

Local Authority Area Sorved
Sewers
Alnmouth Alrmouth
Acklington Council Houses
only
Christon Banlk Christon Bank
Craster Crastor
Dunstan Dymatan
Embleton Embleton
Falton Palton
Clanton Glanten
High Hauxley Council Houses
only
Low Hauxley Los Hawtlay
Lastury Hipsburn only
Lenghoughton orth end of
villaga
Low Newton Lew Nawton
High Newton High Newton
Powburn Fowburn
Radeliffa Radeliffe
Shilbottle Shilbottlae
Swarland Swarland
Togston Togston
Warkworth Rarlworth

a of

Digposal

Sea outfall
Tank Treatment

do do
Sea outfall
Tank Treatment

do do
Sawage works
Tank Treatment
do do

Sea outfall
River outfall
Sea outfall

Sea outfall
Tank Treatment
River outfall
Stream outfall
Sowage Works
do do
Stream outfall
Tank Trestiment

All the sewerage to the above outfalls do not have any prelimnary

treatment prior to discharge.

The tank treatmonts are in the form of septie
tanks, the majority being in an over-loaded conditiom.

The three sewage

works hava the full complement of tanks and filters and work satisfactorily.

SENERAGE FPRICATIT SCHEMES

Fosition at present

Togaton & Aeklington.csssnssssansas Final Drawings in course of

praparation for submission
to Ministry.

High Hmm—bﬁf—thﬂqﬂe&-- sassamsdaE cm?latﬂdl
nﬂblﬂtUH¢1t-l-u—-t-qti-i-q-lu-q---- Proposals subzitted to uinis‘tw

for approval.

Boulmer & Longhoughton (south part)Boulmer, tenders inviteds
Longheughton Nil.

Lasburyssssensissnnsnsssasssanssss Hil
Warkworthesssscsvssosecsssnsocsesees Nil
Romnington.sssssssssssssessnsanses Nil
EElinghAM. essssrasnsssssossssnsess Hil

Hewton=cn=the=oor ssssssssananess

Dunsban.sesssissssvessssnnsssssrss N1l
ﬂhmmr-tlrl-i'lull‘iilili-tiiti'ii Hil
Alnmouth.cisnsnvassnsnasssssaasans NIl

Cutline Scheme in course of
preparation.

Radeliffe/High and Low Hauxley
(This erea to be re-graded when
opportunity parmits}

Cutlina Scheme in course of
proparation.

The above Friority list was compiled hy lr. Farrell, after comsultation

with the Hadical Officer of Health and mysslf, and submitted for consideration
e =
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to the Council during December, 1955. The principal reascns being that
there are either, no sewerage to those villages, or the existing services

are causing nuisances bacause of in-sdequate treatment or grossly over— -
loaded, thus holding up housing development.

In view of the termination of the first five year programme in
ralation te Slum Clearance a review of the situation was carried out in
December and properties re=valued regarding future proposals. The following
teble gives an estimate of the problem and the proposals for actiom.

(1) Estimated number of housses remaining unfit for
h‘-mn mbitatim'itll-l-iigl--l-qpi-ll'j'lq.q.'lqplq.gll- 1,49

(2) Humber of houses demolished or closed since

1' 1- 5’5ilifllii#!!ll-l-iiiililll'l'liilllll‘lliiil-illli 153

(3)
(a) Mumber of houses to be demolished in Clearance 102

ATens.

(b) Number of houses to be demolished or closed
ﬂlsm'humtiftillilll.ll'l{'ll-lllill L N N RN B N ‘T

of these 149 Houses in item (1) there are 88 in occupation, and 33 of them
are in the Radeliffe village. There are quite a number of the 88 houses
with aged persons residing therein who will possibly remain in these housea
for the remainder of their lives. The most urgent problem to be solved in
Slum Clearance in this Area is, undoubtedly, that of the moribund community
of Radeliffe, which accounts for nearly half the amount. The remainder of
the houses are distributed throughout the ares and it might be pessible by
sglecting two or three centrally situated sites for new houses this number
could be reduced, leaving others to be catered for by pricrity in the Council
House=Letting programme. I feel that a guestiomnaire to these tenants,
indicating proposed sites, siza of houses and rents, might prove beneficial,
prior to future descisions affecting Slum Clesrance. This procedure would
have the affect of not only permitting the Council to implement the needs for
Slum Clearance but aleso throw light on those willing to meove residence and
bring hepa of better housing conditions. It would be the perfect answer
to build the necossary amcunt of houses in each commnity where there are
unfit heuses but I doubt if this would be aither sconomieally or techniecally
posaible.

In conjunotion with the aforementioned review we also devoted time
to an appraisal of the sub—standard houses, i.e. houses without water closets,
baths or satisfactory drainage. So that a distinction could be made between
the houses which could be connected to sewors, - either proposed or in existand
and those houses which would require septic tank treatment, the totals were
divided into Villagos and Agricultural Houses. The following figures give
an approximetion of the problem:=

(1) Number of Agricultural HouSeS..ssesssssssldl
{Approximately 80 in one ownership)

(2) Village Housing:=

*A.nklingt:m. T LT
= T .
klmm;--.--..lqilllifilﬁ‘
Hﬁuxlﬁfadutnnttttr--------29
H“iﬂk:-ll---!-'q-'- ll-i-tlll'llllT
Lﬁﬂmiiiiiill-il-il-l--lidl
lﬂﬁghm;ghtnn.qqu.u."u--.ia
Rﬂﬂﬂlirfﬁliiltl--ti- l#iiilﬂ
Rﬂﬂﬂil‘lgtﬂn- R L
Hewton-on—~the-licoTsssssss -15‘
Scuth Charitonessesssssssedl
lTQgﬂ-‘tm......--.--;-------53

Teotal 406
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The aforementioned table thus disecloses that those marked
with an astorisk are being catered for Y the provision of new
sewerage, which accounts for 104 Houses. Cnee more it is the
Eﬂdaliffﬁfﬂauxlay area which predominates in sub-standard conditions
by virtuve of approximately 150 houses being without adequate sewerage.
Lesbury and Longhoughton are, of course, in the preliminary stages of
being investigated for adequate seworage. To expedite the remainder
of the necessary sewerage; which is in small willages, it might be
worthwhile investigating the possibilities of relative sized, unmit-
eonetruction sowage disposal plants from reputable firms dealing in this
work and approved by the Windistry. The foregoing remarks may appoar
irrelevant to housing conditions but the roason I stress the necessity
for adequate sowage lies in the fact that in the next few years the
Coguet Wter Scheme will be comploted, and if a Sewersgs Scheme can be
go—ordinated then, in my opinion, the major obstacles to raising ths
standards of housing in this ares will be overcoms, It would probably
apcelerate the programme of reconditioning of houses ae the pouncil are
giving incentives to owners of property by means of Disgretionary and
Standard Grants. Apart from thesa considerations there are also the
aspects of a decremse in river pollution and an improved Cleansing
Service whereby there would be less time spent on emptying pails and
privics and the rapid deterioration of wochiclos.

During the month of August the Members of the Goneral Purposes
Committee inspected all the licensed and unlicensed caravan sites in the
area, prior to consideration of the amendments to the Councils Conditions
governing Caravan Site Control. There were 17 wmlicensed sites and 13
limnagd aites visited, and at the same time the caravan sites stationed
at Helsay and Newtown Links, Warkworth, were zlso inspected.
Informaticn wes to be sought from other Authorities having caravanning
problems and alongwith representatives from the Plamming Authority and
the Caravan Clubs the discussions and amendments were to take place early
in 1960 before the camping season commenced. Many of these sites are
vory primitive in sanitation services and others provide full servicea.
1 would like to see the whole of the them provided with at lecast the
minimun reguirements of water and sanitation services under the control
of site operators rather than indiscriminate disposal of sewage, however
efficiently the individual caravan owners carry oot this work.
Experience has proved that a conscientious site-ocperator does not permit
a health hazard and thia is the reason why I would prefer to see a simple
piece of legislation whercby all sites must be licensed annually.
Obvicusly amenity valuee must be taken into consideration but that aould
be sdequately dealt with bty the Plamming Authoritiecs. Thus, the health
aspect would continue =s before, concerning sanitation ete., bat it would
bacome a much sgimpler matter for contrel in so far as the administrater
would know immediately if caravans were being illegaly sited.
After proper liconsing of the mite it would then be a routine matter of
renewal of annual licenses, provided therc were no breaches of tha
Conditions. One can instance similar control procedure in respect of
ligericas ete., for Millk, Patroleum Storage, Slaughterhouses ete.

There has been no eericus complainte during the year in the
Cleansing Sarvica, which is a compliment to the staff. A tip attondant
commenced work during the year and he has prowved very helpful in the
maintenance of tips, relief driving during holidays and during pericds of
ilInesa to provide a contimuity of service. Provisicn is being made
fior the supply of two mew wehicles in the next Estimates so that the old
vehieles, which will be 10 years old then, can be taken off haavy work.
One of theoso could be rotained for use by the tip attendant, and es a
ralief vehigle, which I am of the opinion is most essential having exper—
ionged difficulty in obtaining suitabls vehicles during emorgencies.

There has been no altorations to the routine deily service during the year.
The approximate total amount of mileage covered by the vehicles in the year
ie 41,284 miles and the petrol consumcd is in the region of 1l miles per
gallon.,
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In view of the legislation regarding improvements to Slavghterhouses
to bring these up to required stapdards a great deal of time-has bean spent _
with the six slaughterhouse owners in inspection of premises, advice on proposed
improvements and also making certain that they are fully conversant with their
obligations under the Acts and Regulations. A1l have signified their
intontions that if it is financiglly and ftechnically possible then their premisge
will be made to conform with the requirements, To this end further consult=
ations and inspections are continving. Az the mejerity only kill one or twa
beest daily it would appear that there are possibilities of thair continuance
but there are two instances where electricity is not available and 1 am
aporohensive of the alternative suggested methods of the use of butana or
propana gas being satisfactory. At this comjuncture I cannot see any
alternative but to await results of their efficiency. The existing slaughter—
houses are reasonably well maintained but deo require improvements ani we hawve
full co-cperation from the butchers for meat inspection purposes. I am glad
to roport that, apart from sheep, there is now 100% meat inspection.  All
casualty animals are reported smd inspactad. In the sumner and at Christmas
time wa do have to accommedate the butchers by working ocutside normal office
hours.

All the milk =old in the ares is now either Pastourised Sterilised or
Tuborculin Tested and iz sold as bottled milk. The rogistered premises are
the same as previously and they continue to function satiefactory as most of thi
milk is delivered socm after arrival.

Food premises are inspeoted whenever possible and there have been no
complaints but other work has not allowed sufficient time for complete inspect-
ions of all premises.

PEST CONTROL.

This important work has again been in the capabla hands of J. Sisters
who has carried out rogular inspections and treatments in accordance with the
Ministry spocificationa. A1l Council properties are subjected to quarterly
inspections and treatments and the sewers are treated every six menths. The
undermentioned figures were obtained ms a result of a survey by Mr. Sisterson
and is included in this report as I think it is of interest to members.

AGRICULTURAL SURVEY — RODENT CONTROL

1950,

Total Numbar Farms over 5D ACTOB s snvasdaasss -4-itr-ilit232

Tetal Number Farms inspected frem lst April, 1959 ¢4..198
Number Parms Infosted with RatsS..seessssnssssssssssnsaldl
MiNOTisssssssssssssnssssssnasnnssld
RSP, cvinssonnanssnporonssanssangl

Rﬁﬂamiriiil'i.i"--‘.."“ii.‘" .Hﬂ

Clasaifying Infestations,

A convenient, through arbitrary, classification is as followsi-

Pinor = Infestations with less
than 20 rats.

Major - Infestations betwsen 20
and 200 rats.

Razervoir - Infastations of over
200 rats.
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{1) Out of the total of 198 farms inspected, 21 are treated by
private service companiecs.

(2) After advice has been given regarding the use of Warfarin
poison, the mejority of these infestations are successfully
treated.

(3) Re-inspection of infested land is carried out approximately
ene menth after treatment, to ensure that clearance has been
achieved.

(4) Prier to the recent take over of Agricultural land rodent
gomtrel duties by the Local Authority, the number of farm
Contracts held by the Agricultural Executive Committee in
tha Rural District Council's area was 34.

(5) A1l this work is carried out by J, Sisterson, full time
Fast Officer to the Alnwick Hural District Council in addition
to treatments to dwelling houses, Local Authority properties,
contracts to business premises, and including clerical work.

The Council have now erected 19 large concrete litter bins and 46
metal pillar type bins in villages and open spaces frequented by the publie,
throughout the area. There is no doubt that these are being used by the
public as is evidenced by the rapidity in which they are fillad and the quant-
ities of litter now being collected by the Cleansing Service. Apart from the
disfigurement of the external portion of the bin and the initial wilful damage
to one or two bins by some of the unruly elements of the commnity these are
all satisfactory. In partain villages thore is undoubtedly need for
increasing the size or mumber of bins, which will probably be rectified in the
coming year after a review of tho position.

Beach S8igns and 1ifebelts have now been placed along the coast-line
at points where there was potential danger to bathere and it is disturbing to
find that they ars being defaced or the lines and lifebalis being cut, damaged
and @ven removed. One cammot find the culprits, but surely members of the
public frequenting these places could help by remonstrating any offenders, of
whatever age, and telling them of the folly of their ways.

Consideration was given to the provision of Public Conveniences
throughout the area and it was sgreed that new Convenisnces should be provided
at the following coastal villages namely, Boulmer, Craster, Embleton, Newton-
by-the-Sea, Hauxley and increased sccomedation at Almmouth and Warlworth.
Washing facilities are to be provided to each secticn of the conveniences.

It is hoped that those amonities will be in operation before Baster next year.
There is no doubt they should prove a beon to visitors and also residents, who
in the pest, have had to endure considerable upset from visitors for the use
of house sanitation,

Siroet naming and numbering has not been pursued this year because
of increased attention to othor outstanding work.

Wa have again enjoyed the full co-cperation of the Fire Provention
Dapartment Staff of the Northumberland County Fire Brigade in implemonting
action under the Potroclounm Regulations.

In concluding this Report I weuld iike to record my appreciation
for the assistance and helpr given me throughout the year in administering the
work of this department and in the compilation of this Report to Mr, R. Rothwell,
M.E.E., Clerk of the Council, and ¥r. O.M. Farrell, Engineer and Surveyor and his
staff. I would aleo like to exprese my thanks for the willing co-operation
given me throughout all times by my assistant Mr. R. ILyall M.A.P.H.I., and
Mra. Robson. To the mombers of the Council I offor my thanks for their
encouragement and assistance extended to me during 1960. Finally my sincere
thanks to the Medical Officer of Health, Dr. R. Short, for help and guidance,
given to me in a pleasant co=cperative mamner during the yoar.

= Yours faithfully,
EJblicJHEﬁlﬁﬁ"Egﬁ;nct OT
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FOOD & DRUGS

Food Inspection

Sec. 9 Carned Goods - 474 Tins
leat = 37 Tins plus T6 1ba.
Hilk 2 52 Tins
Vegetbles (Green) 112 1bs.

SECTIOR - 3,

HOUSING
General
Total No. of Houses in District 4091
Haw Houses (1959) = Local Authority -
It I = Othser Housing
Authoritias -
mn n ik = Private Persons 14

Total number of Council houses to date T55

Housing Act 12}5.#_"51.

Survey of Houses for period ending December 1959

Letion during Total Hemaining
! 1559
i Demolished ‘Vacated Confirmed Occupied Vacated
Demcliticn Orders . 9 1 e ==
Closing Orders | - | - 1 1 i
Undertakings : - 2 | 11
Clearance Orders 26 8 - i 45 57
Totals 5T 9 T 66 5T
Repairs to Houses = By Informal Action 48 Houses
Domolition Ordears Revoked After Reconstruction 2 Houses
Improvement Grants 1949
(1) Applications submitted to L.A. (1959) 23
2) Applications rejected 1
3) Applications approved 21

4) Total number approved since inception of
soheme. 220

(5) Hill Farming & Livestock Rearings Act
(1946/54)for the year 1959. Nil

Stapdax] Orants 1959.

Hn. of Houses grant aide 34
" i pr-nv.&a-i with Bath or Showar 32
ffash Hapd Basin 32

b " Hot Water Supply 25

m " Water Closet 30

] " Food Storae 22
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Public Health Act 1936,

Ho. of conversions to water closeta 10
No. of applications in 1959

SECTIOR

—_

4.

FACTORTES ACTS, 1937 to 1959.

4

1 - INSFECTIONS for purposes of provisicns as to health (including
inspections made by Publie Health Inspectors)

Humber oy fumber of
Premisas on Inspections| Written | OCecupiers
Begistar Hotices| prosecuted
EE:.I
(1) Factories in which Sectiond
1,2,3,4 &£ & are to he
enforced by Local Author—
itia!*'.“-“lil!iiilﬂi‘iiifif 11 E IFH Hil
((2) Factories not included in
(i) in which Section 7 is
enforced by the Local
BT T i caessvannsesd A5 17 il Ni1
|I(3) Other Premises in whieh
Section 7 is enforced by
the Local Authority
(excluding out=workers'
premises) 1 2 Wil Hil
Total 57 27 Wil il
2 — Cages in which DIEFECTS were found
Number of cases in which defects Humber of
Particulars wars found caszas in which
T AR prosecuticons
Found |Remedied| To H.M. Iy H.l. wereiustitutod
Insgt. Instn.
(1) (2) (3) (4 (5) (6)
Want of cleanlineszs (5.1) 3 1 — = "
Overcrowding (5.2)veess| Nil Nil - - -
Unreasonable temper-
Etui'ﬁ' {343}l|'|§qliil+ I'Ii_L -Hil - - s
Inadequate ventilation
{_Ei#)t!!lliliflr I'Ii; I'Eil -_ - ==
Ineffective drainage
ﬂ'f ﬂMI"E {Efﬁ‘}l EEREEE ] Hil .Eil - — Laa:
Sanitary Ci‘f{:u:l‘.':?';ﬂ.nﬂe:!
5. ?
EE} Insufficient..... |_ Nil Wil - - -
b) Unsuitable or
defactiVesensensse 2 2 - - -
{c) Net seperate for
sexes Nil il il il Niil
Other offences against
the Aot (not incl=
uding offences)
relating to Cut-tork) Hii il - - -
Total ] 5 - = =

FART W11l

HIL



20
SECTION -

S

FREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949,
REPORT FOR 9 MONTHS ENDED 115‘!" BEEEEER: 1959,

Refuse Tips

(88} (2) (3) (4) 5)
poal Dwelling other Tetdl Agricultural
Authority Houses Business of
I ing. Fremises Columms
Council (1),(2)
Hmsasj & (3]
1. Ho. of Prﬂpa:tia1 39 3278 350 1667 B13
2. Ho. of Prapartin.nl.
inapacted
Ea} Hotification - 42 5 AT mil
b) Survey 19 56 18 113 198
{c) Otherwise - 14 iy 21 4
31, Total Inspacticonsg
& Be-Inspecticns T3 140 40 253 202
4. Ho. of Properties
Infastad
(a) Major 6 4 1 11 56
finor 24 60 4 a8 76
(b) liajor - 3 1 4 -
Hiner - 10 - 10 2
5+« Ho. of Infested
FProperties 30 i 6 113 il
6. Total Treatments
& Re-Traatments T3 o8 T 178 Hil
T+ Ho. of Section 4 Hil Hil Wil Hil mil
Notices
B. No. of "Blook"
Controls 42 - = = -
SECTION - 6.
Cleansing Service
Staff 9
Vehicles (side loading
T o. yis.) 4
Digtricts 4
10




AT
Cattle Sheap
Exeluding &
Cowg Cows Calves | Tambs | Figs | Horsas

Humber Killed (if known) 990 1 27 2713 | 521 Nil
Humber Inspectsd 990 1 27 25549 521 Hil

1l diseases exce
Tuberculosis & Cysticerci
Whole carcasss condemned Nil Nil Nil 1 Hil Nil
Carcases of which scme
part or organ was
ccndemnad 249 il Hil T8 a9 Fi1
Parcentage of the number

inspected affected with
diseass other than

cysticerei & Tuberculosis 25.1%| Mil Hil A% 19| mi
Tuberculosis only
Wheole carcases condemned Nil Hil Wil Wil Wil Wil
Carcases of which some
part or organ was condemn-—
ed. 15 Wil Nil Hil 14 nil
Percentage of the number

inspected affected with
Fuberculeosis 1.5% Wil M1 Nil 2.64 nNil
Cysticercosis - Carcases

of which some part or

organ was condemned 8 w1 "1 Wil Kil Nil
Carcases submitted to

treatoment by

refrigeration &

Generalised and Totally

Condemnned il
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MEAT CONDEDNED DURING 1959.

Disease or Condition

s T B
Actinoeyoosis, . coanensesnss
L ] T R R
e P O s o i e e
Uypaks Bovif. e i ausasnnaas
Fﬂsﬂiﬁliﬂﬂi3+t-+++i+¢+-+r-'
Injuries & Brulsing.cccauss
Pﬂrisitas-f...-----u--..-p-.d
?Qriﬂﬂ.l‘iitiS-alciqqni-at-i-
Plauriﬂa"-u-“.u......-..-
Prienonif.cs sesnenssnsniens
mhemuln$iﬂ!'!lIlll-ll-lll-ll

ANTMATIS ETLIED, AND FERCENTAGE AFFECTED WITH
TUEERCULOSIS, CYSTICERCI AND OTHER

Whole Carcases Part Carcases Weight

c] & | F| G C| 8] P|] C| in lbs,

al hli1] a a| hf i] =a

tjelg] l t]| e] ] 1

Tl el s]| v t]| af 8] ¥

11 » & 1| p e

a8 8 5] B

A AR e ""i"#*'il‘-?--ili#!#lllllllll-!Tq-l-l-ulll-lulul}

¢ & & ali = & = ----------5---.1-----------155--.---;.-,.

0 o R e . A e T s T

LR R -"i‘-!‘"4‘5+"f1+‘5ll+.‘l'l53?lllflIlli

snaalssnapoassfponsfpssiolhsadsanas -;-;--qll&-;-...qq.

IR RO (P IO 15118 ' e i R e

l“l‘!li‘h"i'i#“'-g'##e #1-1-14-1-#'4-1-53'1----1#41

o dnannhosafensfs Tl DT e 2Dl enadasncldannsnsann

R L T i Pl M

PPN (Y [454 Iy R (SR - ) SR T bl o i DT e

R LR P'Il""l‘lll]“l? 129 Iil"‘flljﬁl'liill.i

AR Iliiiii‘-llﬁiilt 114 ililiilauliiliiiil
'T‘I[t-ﬁlr - 1 - - 25-'-"'- T’B 11.3' ! 32?44-*------

DISEASES
YBARS 1956 TO 195

9.

Cattle
Excluding | Cows | Calves
Cows

FPigs

Number killed 1956

1] i 1%7
1558
1959

838
986
990
990

18

30
27

]

289

569
521

Number Inspected

1956
1957
1958
1559

"
i
i

n
k]
n

579
B3

=i =

990

101
295
569
521

Fercentage of
tha Number

Inspected 1956 0.8 % 2l .3,9 é*

Affected with 1997(  28. - 4 : 1
x 1958 25.6 - 3 .7 10.1

diseases |::r1;1f:LE!1‘1%,5I 25.1 o 2 3 12,

than Tuberc— : ;

ulosis or

Cysticerci

Porcentage of

the number 1956 2xd2 = = = 2

inspected 1957 1.5 - = = .3

affected with 1958 1.5 = - i 3

Tuberculosis 1959 1.5 o = = ==

Cysticercosis

Capeases of 1956 = = = = 5

which some 1557 + 68 5 = = =

part or crgan 1958 -6 - - - -

was ccndamned 1959
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