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Infantile Death Rate for 1953

RURAL,  DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ALNWICK

ANNUAL REFORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
i L e

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Genbtlermen,

The Report for 1953 is on the lines similar to

those of previous years.

GENERAL STATISTICE

The Ares of the District is 92,264 acres.
he mmber of Inhabited Houses is 4,078,

The number of Inhabited Houses erected during
1953 is 136, of which 16 were erected by
private enterprise.

The Rateable Value 1s £54,050. 0. ©. and
the sum represented by a renny rate is
AL J. B

The estimated mid-yesar pooulation is 11,800
and this fizure is btaken when calculatinz
the Birth and Death Rates.

VITaAlL SETATISTICS

Births

The number of births during the year corrected
for inward and outward transfer - is 176, and
of these 4 were still births and onc was

illegitimatbe.
Birth Rate for 1953 - 14.9 per bthousand per annum.
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Birth Rate for 1953 - 15.8

( England & Wales)
Deaths
The number of deaths - corrected for inward and

outward bransfers — was 136, of which 61 were
males and 795 females.

Death Rate for ig%% %%,g per bthousand per anmuc.
T e
Death Rate for 1953 - 11.4

(Enzland & Wales)
Infantile Deaths

The nmumber of deaths in infants under one year
of aze was 2 - both legiltimate — both males.
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Enfanhila Death Rate for 1953
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2.
Causeés of Death at All Azes

Tubergulosis {Respiratnr:;.r} - 1 Influenza -1
(Other) - 1 Pneurnonia -2
Syphilitic Disease - 1 Bronchitbis - 4
Maliznanlt Disease — ) Other Respiratory Disease - 1
Diabetes = it Gastrice & Duodenal Ulecer - 1
Vascular Disease of Nervous Gasbro-enteritis el
~ System. - 26 ¥idney Disease — 2
Heart Diseasc = 4 Prostatic Diseasc =1
Other Circulatory Diseases - Congenital Malformations - 2
Accidents 5 Other defined and i1l
defined diseases =14
Infecbtious Disease.
The number of Infectious Diseases notified to me
during the year was 99, as follows:-
Whoopinz Cough == L Acute Anterior
Scarlet Fever - 12 Poliomyelitis =1k
Measles - 48 ( Norr paralytic)
Zrysipelas =il Pulmonary Tuberculis -lg
Pneumonia = ! NomFulnionary Tuberculosis

SANITARY CIRCIMSTANCES

Water Supply

Installation of new surface pumps, and chlorination
plant, with a new buildinz alb Shilbottle Colliery, on the
Shilboitle/Warkworth Supply, was completed in July, including
icairangemenb of pumpinz and gravity feed mains in the Colliery

ard.

New 6", 5"and 4" mains were 1laid and completed
between Shilbottle Hillhead Reservoir and Widow's Row, for Lhe
purpese of supplying bLhe new Farriers Arms Housing Site and
improvin_ the supply bto the 0ld Villazc High Level Area.

‘ork was in progzress during the year on the new 6"
main between Sburton Grange Borehole and Shilbotbtle Colliery.

Your Consulting Geologist, Dr, Hickling, recommended
that a continuous pumpin: test should be eparried out bto test
the yield of the Sturten Granre Boreheole, because of bhe larze
reduction in bthe overflow from this source. Tenders for
such a test were invited, bul not proceeded with. Arr
ments were made for a bezb Lo be carried oub early in 1954,
as and when electric supply becanc available, by bLhe use of
Council owned plant. This source is proposed Lo auzment as
a bemporary measure bire Shilbottle secbtion of the Shilbotble
Warkworth Supply to facilitabe the construction of a second
installment of miners' houses abt thilbottle.

An overhead elecbric supply line was constructed by
the Couneil at Cavil Head, Acklinzlon, and an elecbriecally
overated pump installed in a temporary wooden pump house for
the purposé of boosting water from Amble U.D.C. bthrough the
Acklinzton Aerodrome main primarily for bthe benefit of
Acklinzbon Villaze. This arran-ement necessitated operating
the pump 24 hours per day, since the pump had to deal with
water for Acklington Aerodrome as well as Acklinzbton Village.

The supply bto Tozston Village had to be ausmented
from a cross connection off the new Broomhill main by kind
permission of liorpeth R.D.C. and Amble U.D.C.

Arransements were made for btenders to be invited
early in 1954 for works to improve the pressure ab Craster
Northside.
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Messrs. Balfour's scheme of mains extension from
Stamford bo Lonzhouzhton and Boulmer was complcted during
bhe year. Advantaze was taken of this fact to try out a
connection made at Longhouzhbon bebween bthe new malin and the
old Lonchouzhbton to Ficld House Private Reservoir liain, with
certain altepations bto bthe pipinz around Field House Reservoir,
for the purpose of supplying PFoxton Drive and Hall with water
from Stamford. The new arrangement prevented the need for
sending the water cart to FPoxton Drive, but eannot be regarded
as anything bubt a very temporary answer to the problem.

Sewerage and Sewaze Disposal

During the year off site foul scwors and stormwaler
drains were completed at Shilbettle in conncetion with the new
Farriers Arms Housinz Site.

Arranzements were made for btenders to be invited
early in 1954 for the construction of an intercepting scwer at
Graster Southside to clear off the foreshore several objection
able outfall sewers.

There have been 11 recorded instances where new small
sewage disposal works have been installed by private cersons.
Of bthe larze nucber of sueh installations existing in the
Digbrict, in only four caseés has the attention of the Sanitbary
Inspector been called to works of Tunctioning unsatisfactorily.
In bhiree of bthese pcases bLhe aerabtion beds were ab fault and in
the fourth, no septic action was takinz place in the Lank.

Closet Accomtodaltion

In existing properties, 36 new water closets have
been provided during the year. Of these, 26 were grant
aided directly from Council resources to the sxtent of £10. 0.0.
per closet and 2 were zrant aided under the Housing Act, 1949.
These conversions resulted in the abelition of 17 privies,

10 ash closets, and 1 pail closct, which is an improvement of
16 conversions above the fizure for last year.

Housing

A record number of new houses were built in the
District, totalling 136, of which 109 were completed by
Contractors on behalf of the Council, 16 by private enterprise
and 11 oy Coatrackers on behalf of Lhe Alr inistry.

In the same period, 4 houses were demolished volurr
tarily by their owners, and 8 houses were permancntly discomn
tinued as dwellings. The latter comprised houses in
Clearance Areas made prior to the last War and it has not been
fell expedient to require their demolition while adjoining
condemned ypropertics remain occupied.

Under bhe Housing Act, 1949, the Council has received
16 formal applieations for improvenent grants involving 31

houses. Approval was given Lo applications concerning 26
houses and these were cnnfirmed.tw'thﬁ Ministry of Housing and
Loeal Governnent. The Council refused 3 applieations, and

2 others, approved by the. Council, are awaitinz Ministry appro:al.

Having regard to the fact that prior to this year,
only 8 improvement grant applications had been approved, bhere
aﬁp&ars te be a sudden realisation of bthe advantages. Indeed
there have been innumerable enquiries (even one from a person
who wished to instal a fireplace) rezardinz the possibility of
obbtaining a grant.
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The Comzromise Rural Housing Survey has proceeded
slowly, only the Farish of Glanton be completed during the
year. The provisional cabegorisations are as follows:-

Category
Parish of Glanton 1 2 3 4 5

2. B4 Lspe S gt
The position to date is that 2,725 properties have
been categorised; 453 in Category 1; 550 in Category 2;
911 in Catezory 3; 551 in Category 4; and 260 in Category S.

Fublic Cleansinz

Purchase of a Lhird collecting vehicle which
commenced operation on the lst April, enabled a collection
service Lo be extended to every Farish in the Distriech,
though still excluding certain isclated properties, prineip-
ally occupied by the farmin% community who normally are
somewhat better placed bo effect their own disposal arrange—
ment s,

In the older collecting vehicles the amgunt of wetb
refuse, nizhtsoil and bucket Uon%enba, has taken severe toll
of the steel bodies and a cerbain amount of plat with new
steel sheet has had to be resorted Lo in order Lo keep the
bodies in one piece. liore extensive plating is likely to
be reguired.

Writbten complaints aboulb Lbhie epll=clbion service
have been regarkably few in number, thouszh ssveral verbal or
telephoned messazes have been readily dealt with, zenerally
to the satisfacbion of the complainant. Sever instances
have been recorded where articles have been inadvertently
deposited in dustbins by btenants. In onc case a new shirt,
complete in box, was disposed of in this way and despite
searches by both. refuse collectors and Sanitary Inspector, was
net loeated. Other losses have generally had a happier
ending.

Foopd Inspeclion

The following foods were examined, condemned and
Condemnabion Certificales issued, bo enable claims bo be made
by bthe rebailers concerned:- !

Carmned. BoodB. xie s ve s 204 ocans
BUZAL: sesnnee'sopmnesnsnss 2 oib.
Christmas Puddinzs....... 18 packets.
BB s R S A 2 1lhbs.
PRHakieg. @ . otss e T e 4 jars.
Erdh Corgdals e inas e 9 bobtles.

o lezal proceedinzs were involved.
lee Cream

There is still ne ice cream actually manufaetured in
rezistered premises within the Disbrict. 4 New Registrations
were approved under the Food and Drugzs Act, 1938, all of which
were concernec. with retailers of pre—-packed wrapped ice cream.
Intepruption of the electricity supply in some infreguent
cceasions has ecaused loss of condibion in ice eream stored in
electrically operated refrizerabor cabinebs. guch ice croa
was not sold, however, and was promptly replaced by the
manufaaturer,
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Bakers Vans

Despite the Byelaws as bto Food lHandling, there is
gkill room for imorovement in bthe handline of bread at bakers
vans. Ab bhe game Lime, it is skill difficult to see how
an employee, drivin: the van, handlinz the money, ete. can
avoid a ecrbain amount of eontamination, unless all bread is
wrapped and alleakes seb in pacer cases.

Cowsheds and Dairies.

The County Milk Rezulations Officer advises thalb a
total of 98 dairy farms are rezistercd in the Distriet, 4 less
than in the previous year. Despite bthis reductien, bthe
lManazer of the Co—operative Dairy in Lhe Alnwick Urban District
reports steadily increasing quantities of milk arriving al the
Dajry for treatment, some of which origzinabes fron this District.

There are now | registered distribubtors supplyinz
milk in the District.

The Council issued 2 Supprlementary Licences bto dealers
wishinz bto retail desiznated milks.

Sanitary Inspection.

It has been decided Lo dispense with the tabulated
1ist setbting out the numbers and varieties of inspections made,
as it is felt that apart from lack of interest in the form of
presentation, the firures arc “robably meaningless when no
obher detail is ziven.

Briefly, some 190 visibs haove becn wDald Lo premises
that have been the subject of complaint rezarding structural
defecks or alleged existance of a nuisance. The complaints
of nuisance have been of infinite variely and included complaints
of smoke, dry rob, damvpness, dead mice and flooding.

Disinfestation

Two cases of infestabions by flcas were dealt with
and in both, the initial treatment did not prove entirely
successful. A second Lreabtment was necessary which in one
case was successful and in the other, believed successful
[ the house has rot been ccounied since).

Disinfection

Disinfection of property or goods was carried out in
only 8 instances by the Sanitary Inspector, two of these being
in respect of library books issued by the County Council Lo
borrowers, where infeebious disease was conlracted subsequently.

Faclkories

Inspechbions were made at 12 factories in connection
with zanitary conveniences. In three cascs inadeguabe
provision had been made and verbal agreemenl was reached with
the occupiers for bthe inadequacies Lo be remedied. Lack of
eleanliness in temporary latrines was found on two building
sites, and was subscguently remedled.

The total number of factories on the register was 30,
and of these 31 had mechanical powered machinery.

No formal notices were served durinz the year.












