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RURAL DISTRICT COUNGCIL OF ALNWICK.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
ke bl e

My. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
The Report for 1950 is again of & brief character.
GENBERAL STATISTICS.

The Area of the District remains the same at
92,946 acres.

The Number of inhabited houses is 3,536. 0f the
new houses completed during the year 30 were erccted with
Btate assistance and 14 by private cntcrprise.

The Rateablec Value is £50,632.

The sum represented by a penny rate is £202. 3. 9.

The population is estimated at 11,770 and this
figure is taken in caleulzting the birth and death rates.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Births.

The number of live births - eorrected for inward
and outward transfers - was 189, of which 100 were malos nnd
89 females. Five of these - 2 males end 3 females wore
illegitimate. There was only one still birth.

+Birth Rete 1950 = 16-2 per thousand per ennum.

2 .. 1949 = 12-1 " " " n
L] L] 194 i, 1. & 5 i 1 i -
Birth Rate 1959 - lé.l l? LU n " I

(Englend & Walas)
Deaths.

The number of deaths - corrected for inwsrd “nd
outward tranafors - was 149 of which 67 were males and 82 females.

Desth Rate 1950 - 12-65
"m0 1049 - 12-
moom 1948 - 11.

Death Rate 1950 11:6

(Englond & Wolea

Infantile Deaths.

The number of deaths in infants under one year cf
agec was 4 {3 males =2nd 1 female) all legitimate.

210 pcr thousand birihs.

Infantile Desth Rote 1950
" n

" 194 - 5 i n L]
n n ] 194 = 35_.3. L] n "
Infantile Death Rate 1950 - 29.8 v " "

(Bngland & Wales)
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Cousee of Death at all ages.

Pulmonary Tuberculesis........ 3 T e i L
Other Tubercular Diseages..... Heart DiBeBBE.sssss-snsrs 4l
Syphlitic Diseddesiiesiasvsnse Other Circulatory Discases25
Infantile Paralygls.cccisicins INFLOONER o ov s as sbinn smn b s
CANEE T s 00 mnm snsnie ad Shns s nsnns PRGOMONTE ¢ o.xie pin e donin b i S
Gastric & Duodenal Ulceressee. Bronohitin. s coaatrme e rio e
1ok U e e Cther Respiratory Discases 3
Proatetic Dige@Bo..iisrisrnnes Congenital Ialformotions.. 1
TR E] 9 - PR g o SO ERAa T o Other DiscfBeB.:ssaes - swewslid
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Infeetionue Discaaes.

The number of Infectious Discages = excluding
Tuberculosis - notified during 1950, was 62, made up as follows:-

= B R e T B Whooping Cough...ccuseanneas
MEBO 1SR o n v insinma ninniy winiate e el ) DYBEREOTY i oo s sien = piisatr
By O EE s i e % e iuis ain ned b aat ) Infantile ParalysiB.ese-..13
R [ e S e b .« 6 (9 Paralytic; 4 Hon-Paralytic)

The cases of Infantile Paralysis were distributed in
various parts of the District and were part of & generel epidemic
in the Country.

Tuberculogis.

Eight cesss of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and threc ceses
of other Tubereular Infeoctions ware notificd during the year.

Local Health Scrvices.

A Wglfare Centre with Dental, Orthopoedic and
Ante-natal Clinics, is situnted in the Town of Alnwiek, and
providce advice and trcatment for patients in the Rural Digtrict
ag well as thc Urban District. Ambulance, Nursing and Domestic
Health Services 2re under the control of the County Council, as
are the Clinies 2lready mentioned. The Infirmary and Fever
Hoapital arc 2leo available for persons from the Rursel District.

SANITARY CIRCUMNSTANCES.

Watér Supply.

The new Embleton and District Water Supply Schem was
completed and put inte operation, serving Craster, Dunstan,
Embleton including Christon Bank, and Newton by tho Sea

A ¥Ministry of Health enquiry was held in June inteo
proposals to extend the Embleton and District Supply as far
South as Longhoughton,; including Boulmer.

Compl-ints of discolouration were made by the Houxlk y
consumers, ond shortoge was experlenced at Newburgh, on tho
Houxley and Togston Supply.

Houscholders in Foxton Drive, Alnmouth, served by a
privatc wotcer supply also suffered aeute shortage ond woter had
t> be supplicd by cart during scyerzl weeks in the summer,

With ono excepticn, the bactericlogical guality of
the public supplies was satisfactory.

A pipcd supply was luid to 10 heuses during the year.
The estimrted number of houses supplied from public meins is
1,824, with 521 supplicd by Stendpipe.
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The Tollowing &re reporte of water samples token
during the yeaor:-

Loeation. agilluas Coll per
00 millilitres.

Bank House, Acklington (Spring) Nil.
Boulmer loox Well) 8
0ld Felton Spr 1:1;1 Nil.
Lemmington Mill P 180 plus
Lemmington ¥ill et 11
Alnmouth Village Supply Nil.
Swarland Shaft Nil.
Felton Kill Hil.
Swarland Shaft Hil.
Newton on the lloor Nil.

Station Cottages, Warkworth (Hauxley Supply) 17

SEWERAGE AYD SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

HNo progress has been made with new schenes for
Sewerage and Sewage Disposal. The construction of 2 new sea
ontfall sewer &t Craster, in conneetion with the Council's
Housing estate there, is the only other work of notec.

Refueal by the apprapriate Government Deopartment
tc allow submissicn of individwal 2r combined new schenwes in
eédvance of the comprehensive details for the whole of the
Digtrict, will mean that the heouse to héuse survey at present
being conducted, must be completed for each Parish scheduled
for new works, befaore any individual progress can be made.
Unfortunately, the time available for survey work fluetuates
conaiderably, and progress is not rapid.

Closet Accommodetion.

During the year, 26 privies, 16 ash closets an
2 pail cloeets were converted to the water carriage system.
Of these 32 were drained into septic tanks used either
individually or in combination with other properties.
: There was an increase of 21 over the numbsr of
conversicong carricd cut during the previous year, and of the

total of 44 the Council made a grant of £10 in 43 of the cases.

Follewis. renresent-tion from Shilbottle Parish Counecil
regarding 27-r:oporiles in Shilbettle Cld, Villege- which were
‘arovided with cloizts of consezvancy type, &n approach v.s de

e the owrners cerncerned and agreement reached regarding conversion

for the most vart., during the next financial year.

Publie Lcovenzing.

In April, the Council made their first major venture
into the field of direct labour, when they commenced the
collection of refuse with their own vehicles and crews. Those

Parishes in which Contract labour had been employcd on this work
were now covered by two vehicles, cach manned by two men.

Up to the end of the year the new system had worked
gmoothly and desplte &n increase of 9d. per gallon in the price
of petrol, there were encouraging signs that the cstimatics
would not be exceeded and that overall, the service would be
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DISINFESTATION.

¥o case of infestation of premises by inscet posts
was notified this year.

DISINFECTION.

Disinfcction (formaldchyde) of rooms, bedding, cte.,
after infeetious disease, were carried out directly by the
Sanitary Inspector in 5 cascs. In on=e case, after the death
ef a T.B. gatient, clothing and bedding was taken to Wolkergate
Hospital, Newcastle, and stezm disinfected without chorge.

The S8anitary Inapector was subseguently adwvised thet no further
work of this noture could be accepted by the hospital cuthorities
and that future conaignmenta should go to Ashington, vwhore
payment would be required.

RODENT CONTROL.

With modificzticna, a re-cnactment cf the HEats and
Mice Destruction Act, 1919, wis ombidied in the Preventisn of
Damage by Peoats Act, 1949, which ecome into cperzticn on the
3lst Karch.

Loeal Antherity activities under the Aect of 1919 were
meinly through delegated powers from the County Council, whersas
the new Act transfers almost the whole of the responsibility for
gperation, to the Loecal Authority. The work of the Council's
Rodent Operator, however, continues tz be mueh the some as
before, although there is potentially greater power for the
contrel of rats and miee.

Apert from routine and reguler treatments, many
interesting infestations occurred, one of note being in newly
occopied houses on the Council's EBstate at Crasteor. It was
found here that the rats were obtaining entry by climbing some
8ft. up 2 pebble-dashed wall to 2 hole in the ceiling of a
covered passage between two houses, ond hod cctutlly nosted
below the hot woter cylinder in one housec.

FOOD INSPECTION.

The following arc totals of various foods surrendered
and eondemnation certifiecates issued in respect tlherecof:=-

Canned GooGB...srassaassnafd CANG.
Bacun.....................Ei lbs.
HpEler o s iR e sy 108,
T e e S e L A
EEEH“............“......TEU.

UGN i s i sa s s s e 3b Tha';
Tomato Ketchup...cssse6:-.21 bDottles.
Plldding Eixtul‘ﬂ---p----m—.—ll Pﬂ-l'v.‘-k-etﬂ--

At a School Canteen in the District, the cook and
gtaff noted a peculiar odour during the cooking of some minced
steak. The opinion of the Sanitary Inspector was sought early
on the following morning. At that timc the stewed mince had
neither abnormal smell nor appearance, but as it is not normally
possible to judge cookcd meat, particularly mince; & sample wes
submitted to the Public Analyst, who subseguently confirmed that
the meat was innocuous.

It wag felt thet refusal to condemn, might deter the
cook from reporting any suspicicus circumstances in the future
and on thieg account, unsound f ood might be served to the
children. [For this roason, every offcort was made through
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Ministry of Food channels, to have the meat replaced, but in
the absence of a condemnation certificate, the efforts pxroved
fruitless.

COWSHEDS AND DAIR IES.

The County Kilk Regulations Officer reports that at
the 3lst December, the number of Registered Dairy Farms in the
Distriet was 112. This is 2 decrease of 4 on the figure for
last year, four registrations having been terminated and onc
new registration approved.

There are still five registered distributors
supplying milk in this District,.

ICE CREANM.

¥o ige c¢ream is manufactured in this District, but
during the year, 9 new registrations werg approved under
Section 14 of the Food &nd Drugs Aect,1938, These were 2ll in
respect of premises from which ice creoam was sold from
refrigorator cobinets in pre-wrapped blocks manufoctured outside
the District.

A number of vans, maiinly ceentred in the Urban Districts
of Alnwick cnd Amble, sell locose ice cream in the Rural Diastriet.

FOOD PRELTISES.

Inspections of food premises ineluded ccllilery
canteens, three school ecanteens, o mussel bottling faetory and
o minercl water factory. Visits were alsc paid te ¥ shaps
selling food &nd there were 2 number of inspections of propesed
catering establishments prior to the issue of a catering licem e
by the local Food Office.

Two static fried fish shops and one mobile fried fish
shop ceased to operate during the year and have presumdbly been
abandoned asz such.

HOUSING.

The Council completed 30 permanent houses and & further
7 houses werc bullt by other persons. Additional housing
accommodation was also provided, in the form of conversions to

flate, in 7 cascs.

13 perm2nent houses &nd 3 temperary hutments weore
demolished during the year.

In conjunction with the survey for sewersge md sewage
disposal, the following provisional categorisctions under the
Rural Housing Survey, were mado.

GEtBEGI’E
Lo a2 il e 5
Alnmouth Parish T SR VR R T
Lesbury " 43 125 62 61 59
Howick B I |2 e 1 5

60 189 173 124 75










