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Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The report for 1949 is again of a brief interim
character.

GENERAL STATISTICS.

The area of the District remains the same at
92,946 acres.

The number of inhabited houses iz 5,B42. 0f the
T0 new houses completed during the year 58 were with state
agsistance and 12 by private enterprise.

The Rateable Value is £49,015.
The sum represented by a penny rate is £198. 11. 11.

The population is estimated at 11,850, and this
figure is taken as a basis in calculating the birth and death
rates.

VITAL STATISTICS.
The number of births - corrected for inward and
outward transfers - was 179 , of which 98 werc malecs and Bl

females. Fiwve of these were still-births and five werc
illegitimate.

Iﬁirth Rate 1949 - 15.1 per thousand per annum
n ] 19¢E = 16 . 5 n n L] ] U
n " 194‘? i 19 _E n n m f

Birth Rate 1949 17.09 " " woooom

(Bngl nd and Wales)
Deaths .
The number of deaths - corrected for inward and

outward transfer - was 154 of which 79 were males and 75
females.

Death Rate 1943 - 12+9
i #1948 -~ 11-8
2 "OL194T - 12.7

Death Rate 1949 - 11.7
(England and Wales)

Infantile Deaths.

The number of deaths im infants under one year of
age was 9 (all legitimate) of which 3 were males and six
were females.
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3.
SABITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.
WATER SUPFLY.

Despite the long drought during the summer,
supplies or water to the main centres of population
withstood the demands mzde upon them im a satisfactary
WRNner. Where possible, failing supplies were augmented,
either by the private omers of the supply, or by the
Council. In some of the less populous arcas and at
isolated farms, where supplies feiled, water had to be
transported, usually from the necarest mains supply. Dairy
farmers in these areas were hard pressed to maintain a water
supply for all purposes and it was obvious that milk cooling
by the normal method would often be impracticable.

Routine sampling of water supplies was carried out
during the year, principally during the¢ drought period.
The following samples were taken from privately owned supplies:i-

Location Bacillus Coli per 100 ml.
1. Broome Park Farm Cottages {Spring SuPply} ........ Fil.
2. Bolton Hall, Bolton Village AR | 1 (1 5
3. North Eharlton Farm Cottages " B SRERRREE s
4. South Charlton vmllagc " N ik Nil.
5. East Bolton (Jenny's Lantcrn} . e a Mid.
6. Abberwick Farm i i Sl
T. Denwick Village p i conikihin mmw B
8. Waterside Farm, Denvick " i '
(Supply to field trough proposed to be
used by Girl Guide Camp) === 000 @ ...isaes 160
9. Edlingham, Lumby Law Farm - LSS s 30.
10. South Hedgeley, Powburn 8 " o dnen et ALy
11. Howick Village Supply “ N s T
12. Edlingham Village Supply,lzin Spring = ........ Hil.
1%. Lemmington Mill Farm Spring Supply  seaswaas 90.
14. Rennington, Low Hocket (Pipe in field e Nil.
15. Rennington, Low Hocket (From Small Stream)....... 180.
16. Rennington, Low Hocket (Fipe in field to
South of house) sevevsrs E.
s hemmington BEranch Farm @ == 0 = L...sans Nil.

Routine samples from all Public Supplies were taken
during the year by the Council's Survcyor, with, I understand,
satisfactory results.

Two serious ceses of contamination are worth
recording,; to demonstrate the danger from inadequate
protection of water storage tanks. Both were in private
supplies and in both cases there was a history, first of an
increasingly unpleasant smell and then of foul taste. Only
when the taste of the water became foul, was the Sanitary
Inspector called in to investigate. The decomposed and
maggot ridden bodies of rats in ome ecase, and rabhits in the
other, were extracted from storage tanks on the supply.
Cleansing and heavy chlorination of tanks, pipes, ctc., was
¢arr;ed out and the tanks were aubsequently rendered vermin-
proof.
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5.

Total Population (Estimated) supplied from
Public Mains.

Direct.esveesssones 6271
By Standpipe......._2118

Total 8389

SEWERAGE AND SEVAGE DISPUSAL.

No material progress was made during the year, in
the augmentation of recommendations made by the Council's
Consulting Engineers with regard to sewerage and sewage
disposal. Vorks of this nature appear to be entirecly
inadequate, almost throughout the District.

In order to revise and extend existing records, a
survey was commenced in September, which entailed a house-to-
house visit to obtain such information as availability of taps,
hot and cold, bathz, sinks, sanitary fittings, etc. This
gsurvey had been complcted in four Parishes by the end of the
year and BOT7 houses had becn visited. It is hoped that
when further Parishes are completed, much vital information
may be made savailable to the Consulting Engineers so that
they may be in a position to proceed with detei led proposals
for new works of sewecrage and sewage disposal as the time
becomes opportune.

CIOSET ACCOMMODATION.

During the year, seven ash closcts, fifteen privy-
middens and one pail closet were converted into water closets
under Section 47 of the Public Health Act, 19386. The Council
made grants of £10 in twenty-two of these cases and of £8. 5. 0.
in one case. The number of closet conversions exceeded that
of the previous year by two. The Council refused to reguire
compulsory conversion of several closets of conservancy type
in Felton Village, but four of these were converted, following
an informal approach by the Clerk.

Of the twenty-thrce completed conversions, thirtcen
required provision of cither individual or collective septic
tanks before conversion could be effccted.

PUBLIC SCAVENGING.

This wz2s undertaken in twenty-one Parishes by
private contractors and while some of +these persons were
conscientious and completely satisfactory, the rest were
guite irresponsible and heedless of the high importance of
the work. Complaints from districts covered by these latter
persons became so numecrous that it was virtually impossible
to check each onc¢, and this bocame increasingly difficult
after it was made public that the Council were going to carry
outthe wo rk with their own vehicles and personnel at the
beginning of the next financial year.

Collection frequency in .the different Parishes
varied from twice weekly to monthly, but some isolated
dwellings were only visited quarterly for a collection of tins
and bottles.
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DISIEFESTATION.

Three cases of infestation by fleas and one of
earwigs, were treated during the year. A re-infestation
occurred in the case of the carwigs and a second, and completely
successful trecatment was carricd out.

DISIKFECTION.

Disinfection (formalin) of rooms, bedding, etc.,
after infectious discase, were carried out directly by the
Sanitary Inspector in 7 cases. One case of disinfcction of
library books was carried out.

Disinfection afier infectious discase in other
cases was carried out by private contractors.

There was no occasion when steam disinfection of
bedding was called for.

BRODENT CONIROL.

The Council's Rod ent Operator continued in full
employment on the destruction of rais and mice in the District.
Treatments of sewers, scwage disposal works, refusc tips,
privatc and business premiscs,were carried out satisfactorily
and there wcre no cascs of domostic amimals or fowls being
destroyed.

A noteabls gnd heavy infestation by both rats ande
mice was dealt with at a Co-Operative Store in the District.
Despite the availability of any number of altermative food
supplies in the grocuery department, a successful treatment
was carried out.

FOOD INSFECTION.

The following foods (totals) were surrcndercd and
condemnation certificatcs issued in respect thercof:-

| = ¢ P swias 2B 1ba.

-0 2t B i e e e s 15 ecases,
Ganned GoadBa s e s s s an 123 cans.

(B B Y o al el ik [ T R M 5 1bs,
i iR A RS et 15% 1bs.
French Mayonnaisc.......- 228 jars.
TPomatn SaU0 e o e o snng s 46 bottles.

COVSHEDS AND DATRIES.

At the 1lst October, 1949, there were 115
registered cowkeepers in the District. In conforming with
the Milk Regulations, 1949, lists of registered cowkcepers
were preparcd and submittcd to the County Milk Regulations
Officer, immediately prior to the ceding by the Council, of
moat of their powers in comnection with the production of
clean milk.

Under the Milk Regulations 1949, therc are five
registored distributors supplying milk im this district.
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Acklington Parish 10 11 31 9 2
Longhoughton Parish (inc. Boulmer) 10 15 85 43 12
Shilbottle Parish 60 109 128 83 12
Togston Parish 10 B 154 20 17

90 141 378 155 43

FACTORIES.

There are 55 Factories on the register and of these
33 are Factories in which mechanical power is used and the
Council) is responsible for ensuring that sufficient and
suitable sanitary conveniences are provided. In the remaining
22 Factories, where no mechanical power is used, the Council
are also reaponsible for wentilation, overcrowding, cleanliness,
temperature, and drainage of floors.

There were; during the year; 5 sitcs where building
operations were in progress and on thesc the Council werc responsit
for ensuring that sanitary convenicnees were provided as sct
put in Secection T of the Factories Act, 1937.

Only 13 visits were made to Factaries during thc
year and of the 3 written informal notices scrved, all worc

complied with. They 2ll concerned provision of sanitary
accommodation.

{Signed) B. TREVOR-ROPER,

Medical Officer of Heslth.







