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DIPHTHERIA.

A greater number of notifications of this infectious disease has been
received during 1914 than of any other. Dwuring the months of March and
April an epidemic occurred at Radcliffe, and occasional cases were reported
there later on in the year.  Altogeher, out of 33 cases in the whole
district 23 were reported from Radcliffe. I have frequently reported on
what I consider the causes of the frequent and extemsive outbreaks of
diphtheria which have occurred there. First and most important there is
the uneven condition of the roads, causing accumulations of dirty lymg
water in wet weather and dust in dry weather, and second there is the
stagnant open ditch which extends round the south-west side of the
village. Circumstances are this year against the achievement of any
sweeping sanitary reforms in this theé most populous township in our
district owing to a greatly diminished prosperity caused by the closing of
the Newburgh Pit.

At Alnmcuth, where it will be remembered that diphtheria appeare:d
in an epidemic form in 1913, three eases were notified during the early
part of the year, but since the thorough overhaul of all the sewers and
drains of this village no case has been notified, and there is every reason
that public confidence in the sanitary condition of this popular seaside
resort should be completely restored.

ENTERIC FEVER.

Only one case of enteric fever was notified in the district during 1914.
This case occurred at Powburn, but the history showed clearly that the
infection had been acquired before the patient came to the district. In
1913 also one case was reported, and that also was an imported one.

POLIOMYELITIS.

This disease was made notifiable over two vears ago, owing to serious
epidemics which had oceurred in various parts of the country. Up to
last autumn only one case, which oceurred the very week the disease be-
came notifiable, had been reported in this district. The next case, also in
my own practice, occurred on September 15th of 1914 at Eglingham. This
case was followed by seven others in #he same village. Of these three
died, this mortality being about what is usual from this very deadly
disease, The conditions under which e¢pidemic poliomyelitis oceurs
cannot yet be said to be thoroughly understood. Where the infection
came drom, and what special conditions rendered Eglingham liable to such
a serious outhrealz, are mysteries. True, the water supply was at the
time deficient, but that also applied, during September and October, to
most of the villages in our district. Some cases of a similar nature, but
of & less serious kind, oceurred in the town of Alnwick, the water supply
of which is now excellent. The most acute case of the epidemic was
notified on Uctober 12th, after which date, for no very apparent reason,
the plague was stayed. Isolation was carried out as far as was possible,
and all the houses affected, five in number, were carefully disinfected.
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TURERCULOSIS.

During the year 1914 24 cases of tuberculosis have been notified in
the district., Of these 20 were cases of pulmonary tuberculosis and 4 cases
of other forms of tuberculosis. As will be seen from the table, in insidence
of the cases was pretty weall proportionate to the population of the sub-
districts. There appears still to be a tendency to notify only the more
advanced cases, but this will no doubt improve as sanatorium benefit
becomes more quickly and easily available. A great deal of good has
resuited from the provision of shelters, so khn.t the open-air treatment can
be carried out at home. Last year 17 cases of tuberculosis were notified
and 13 died ; this year 24 were notified, with 11 deaths, which is at any
rate an improvement. A point to which I should like to draw attention
is the necessity for disinfection after deaths from tuberculosis. This
should be carried out as soon as possible after the burial. As I receive no
mntimation of such deaths except through the monthly death returns, I
some time ago forwarded to all the medical men practising in the district
letter cards addressed to myself stating that death had taken place and
requesting disinfection after a certain date.

During the year 1914 there occurred in the district 14 deaths from
notifiable infectious disease. Of these three were caused by poliomyelitis, 8
from pulmonary tuberculosis, and 3 from other forms of tuberculosis. Tt
is rather remarkable that no deaths have occurred from diphtheria con.
sidering that 33 cases of this very fatal disease hhave been notitiad. This
gives a death rate from notifiable infectious diseases of 1.16 per thousand
per annum.

There was one death from influenza and three from diarrheea and
enteritis.

This gives a total zymotic death rate of 1.49 per thousand per annum.

In closing my report, I must thank the Chairman and Council for
their consideration and support, and my fellow-officers, the Clerk and the
Inspector, for the help they have so freely given me in the carrying out of
my duties.

.chT FUHUES} H-D-'
Medical Officer of Health.

Inspector’s Annual Report for 1914.

In commenting on my annual report for 1913, Dr. Hembrough
reported to the County Council that:—*1t gave a most interesting resumé
of the sanitary work, actual and prospective, which had received the
Council’s attention during the year ™






STATISTIOAL.—In reund figures there are about 1,800 privies in the
district with fixed receptacles, 200 with movable receptacles, and about 30
earth closets. About 500 wuter closets ars estimated. About ten slop
water closets exist at the Stanners, Warkworth, which consist of vertical
shafts which can never be flushed, the drain being flushed with waste
water from gullevs close by.

Some years ago an attempt was made to improve the old-fashioned
privy ashpit at farms by making them into ashclosets with movable
receptacles. But farm servants never put in ashes down the wooden shoot
through the side walls into the wagons, but throw ashes and sewage on to
the middens on the ground outside. Thus at the Hermitage Farm,
Birling North Field, and Guyzance Kast House cottages a praiseworthy
effort of the landlord has resulted in failure, owing to the neglect of the
cottagers,

The substitution of water closets for privy ashpits at farm cottages
15 not very promising, as it has been tried at Doxford, but the closets are
often stopped up with such articles as Nestlés Swiss milk tins.

PRIVATE SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

Ten of the above exist in the district, of which five at Alnmonth,
Embleton, and Warkworth, are licensed, and have bye-laws under urban
powers; and five at Craster, Felton, Glanton, Longhoughton, and Rad-
cliffe, are only registered.

IMPROVEMENTS.—A slanghter house in the village of Embleton
has been removed to a small holding outside the village.

REQUIREMENTS.—New public slaughter houses outside the village
of Warkworth, on aczount of continuous complaints by visitors regarding
recurring nuisances at each killing amongst dwelling houses, which are
disadvantageous to letting.

OFFENSIVE DITCHES AND COLLECTIONS OF MATTER.

The public systems of scavenging by contract at Alnmouth and
Togston carried out by your Uouncil continue to be satiasfactory. At
Alnmouth ashhox refuse is deposited once a week in winter and twice a
week in summer in a depot near the tidal river, and covered over with gas
lime and earth. At Togston privy ashpit refase is deposited every fort.
night in a disused guarry. Tt is done during the day in open carts at
hoth places. At Warkworth, which is resorted to by visitors, occupiers
with gardens can manage well enough, but others have only small and
confined yards of an urban character, and ashes have to be carried
through dwellings. In these cases the evil hour is put off as long as
possible, and then they have to wait for a farmer. A cart is sent round
once a month in summer, and once every alternate month in winter, to
collect all rubbish, consisting of broken glass, earthenware, tins, metal,
ete,
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as recommended by the consulting engineer who reported that the running
power of the present main is now too small for summer requirements
during the visitors' season.

COMMONMN LODGING HOUSE.

Notice has been received from the tenant that the premises at
Embleton are no longer to be used as a common lodging house. But they
are now used as houses let in lodgings for workmen at the gquarry, and the
question of getting bye-laws under section 90 of the Public Health Act,
1875, deserves consideration.

MILK SUPPLY.

Forty-two cowkeepers are on the register, which has been revised and
corrected to date, who keep 369 cows for the sale of milk as a regular
trade. Milk is exported into the urban districts of Alnwick, Amble, Blyth,
Newcastle, Tyne Dock, and Whitley Bay. During my inspections par-
ticular attention was paid to the absence of impervious floors, insufficient
drainage, both inside and outside the byres, and water supply. A few
cowkeepers are still unaware that it is not lawful for any person to carry
on tlie trade of purveyor of milk unless he or she is registered. 'The
names that are added to the register from time to time are those of persons
whom I have reminded. Unless three cows are kept for the regular sale
of milk, no registration 1= made. :

IMPROVEMENTS.—A cowkeeper at High Newton has provided a
dairy for his milk instead of keeping it in his kitchen or on his staircase.
The drainage at West Cawledge Park has been improved. A new cow
shed has been built at Morwick Mill, for use instead of an old building.
Limewashing is better attended to than formerly, especially the roofs.

REQUIREMENTS.—An improved water supply to Spittleford Dairy
Farm. A better water supply at Shipley Old Shop, where about twe
dozen pails are carried daily from the burn, and allowed to settle for use
after a flood.

FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT, 1901.

Ninety-one workshops are on the register, which are as follows:—24
blacksmiths, 23 joiners, 8 guarries, 5 grain mills, 5 saw mills. 5 dres.-
makers, 5 bootmakers, 4 tailors, 4 fishyvards, 2 laundries, 2 I'meworks, 1
zas works, 1 tile shed, 1 bakehouse, and 1 tinsmith.  Most of the above
in this rural district only employ two or three persons in cach, and no
overcrowding has been found. Sometimes only one man is employed, and
then it is not a workshop within the meaning of the Act. The cleanliness,
ventilation, drainage of floors, etc., is generally satisfactory. The only
 difficulty that arises is with blacksmith shops, who seem to despair of
keeping their walls limewashed, which are covered with irons, etc. Messrs,
Young's bakehouse, which is above the ground level at Christon Bank. ie
a model of cleanliness,






























