[Report 1971] / Medical Officer of Health, Aldershot Borough.

Contributors

Aldershot (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1971.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/p5fqr8an

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
















THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE BOROUGH OF ALDERSHOT

Madam Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

_ I have the honour to present my report for the year 1971 compiled as
directed by the Minister of Health and Social Security.

The health of the Borough in general has been good. Minor outbreaks
of sonne dysentery and food poisoning - unconnected with each other - remind us
that in these matters the price of health is eternal cleanliness. The numbers
of infant deaths and still births are very low - well below the national average.
Lung cancer has not repeated last year s low figure but there does seem to be a
slackening in the rate of increase. Coronary disease is the lowest for several
years but one cannot unfortunately say that the upward trend is lessening.

The Registrar General's estimate of the population at mid-year was
33,900. This, of course, is derived from the figure produced by the Census
taken in April, which was 33,311, and is not comparable with the 1970 estimate of
39,500 which was the result of successive estimates since the previous Census in
1961. The same thing has happened before as the following figures will illustrat

Estimated population in 1960 - 38,180 Census 1961 - 32,501
Estimated population in 1950 - 41,850 Census 1951 - 36,184

The picture is complicated by Service Personnel being included, as their
numbers can change rapidly for Service reasons.

Legislation during the year included the Order activating Section 45 of
the Health Service and Public Health Act 1968, which gives County Councils
extensive powers in the field of 0ld Peoples Welfare.

Vaccination against Smallpox has been omitted from the routine
immunisation of infants. The eradication activities of the World Health
Organisation have achieved a vast diminution in the occurrence of this disease;
and the precautions against its accidental importation into this country have
produced the situation in which the chance of illness from a severe vaccination
reaction in an infant is greater than the chance of catching smallpox. Vaccinat
of course, remains essential for travel abroad.

Re-organisation, both of Local Government and of the National Health
Service, has produced special problems. The original proposal to put a large
part of North East Hampshire into Surrey would have meant that all the territory
served by the new Frimley Hospital, except for a small piece in Berkshire, would
have been in one Health Area and administration and co-ordination would have b
greatly simplified. The reversal of this proposal means that an administrative
barrier will be placed between the hospital and part of the population. It will
make difficulties for those who are trying to run a smooth and efficient service
and so may well result in disadvantage to the patient. The local medical profess:
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ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING %lst DECEMBER 1971
VEPALY STATT-B-TIES

Estimated population for mid-year 1971 (including non-civilian)

........ e
LIVE BIRTHS Rate
England
Aldershot & Wales
Pobail« (33 Tapi BINAt el s snmten s el ot O TR e 761
Rate per 1,000 population se.... ShekRestiinat ol st dus 22.4
Rate adjusted by comparability factor (0.92)....ceece. LE 2060 lusderailib.g
Illegitimate births as a percentage of total ......... . A T 8
STILL BIRTHS
Total (one illegitimate) ...oicevsss )l e K = 5
Rate per 1.,C0004311 bIPEEE scicsctcinsss alaieiate RS i 12
TUTAL EIJII' EIRIIIHS llllllllllllllllll R R R R E A e R e EE A s R R SRS EE S .?66
DEATHS - all ages
TDtEJ- lllllllllllllllll A R E R R E SRR R R SRS E 295
Rate per 1,000 pupulation ...................... Wade e 8.8
Rate adjusted by comparability factor (1.37).c.cccuians 12:1 eane . S
INFANT DEATHS AND MORTALITY RATES
Potal pnder 1 year (1 311legdtinate) .. .sc-memsreesssnns 8
/2 P i B, 8 L S O i e 17 e e S el s Sl il T R 18
Total under four weeks (neonatal) (1 illegitimate) .... 6
Rate per 1,000 live births ....... N o S B 12
Total under one week (early neonatal) (1 illegitimate). 5
Eate per 1‘0{]'0 e ST T VS oo i i e Al .= '? LR 10
Perinatal (still births plus early neonatal) .......... 10
Rate rper l.,DClG A1 bATERE cuescanans s s s s s s s s =" - § R A 22
MATERNAL DEATHS (including abortion) ......... A i e Nil
Number of domestic houses and flats at 31.3.71lc cesesscccess sbid i o BT 8,529
HllmbEI" ﬂf CGTHEETC:T.B.}_ PI'&IIliEEE - EE R E R EE R R R R W 0w 4 B @ @ B S B S S ES S ESE S E s - 10,189
Number of Licensed Premises (excluding Off Licences) «ssesseccescccss Lneds Ll
Dther H‘Emlsgs R m R R @R EEEE SRS SR A SRR - = " "8 FF R ES - e e e e E e - 8 m 8 & m?
Total Rateable Value (31st March 19?2) i A e R e T P S £1,802,200

Acreage: Civil - 1,431 S.Camp - 2,745  Total - 4,176
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Deaths from Lung Cancer

Males | Females | Total
1968 18 3 21
1969 18 5 23
1970 6 2 8
1971 27 ;. 18

Unfortunately the improvement in deaths from lung cancer seen last year
has not been sustained. Seventeen males and one female died, one under the age
of 55 years.

Coronary heart disease shows a decrease, forty males and twenty-three
females - eleven of these being under 55 years of age. Cerebrovascular disease
shows a slight decrease, twenty males and seventeen females - one under 44 years
of age. The Survey carried out by St. Thomas's Hospital Social Medicine and
Health Services Research Unit of cerebrovascular disease in this area still
continues, eighty-seven patients had been analysed after three months showing that
sixty-seven were admitted to hospital, the rest locked after at home and twenty-nine
of the eighty-seven had died.

INCIDENCE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Under the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulation 1968, the
infectious diseases notified during 1971 are shown compared with the three previous
years.

|

1968 | 1969 1970 | 1971
Measles sesssnsssnssssnssmnns 81 63‘ 118‘ ?
Whooping Cough s.cscvsscsccsa T4 = 6 1
Scarlet Fever csssscsssssacse - - - 2
Malaria escees cissanesesasnse - - - 5
D}FEEﬂtEI‘E sasssssEmssEEE TR i) 5 e 11l (E'Bj
Meningococcal Infection se... - = = -
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ..ssees - = - -
Food Poisoning eeeeces e - - 2 L1 (1)
Pulmonary TuberculoSisS sesese 8 12 ) 12
Non-pulmonary Tuberculosis .. 1 - = 2
Infective Jaundice .cecscnssss = 5? 9 15

The numbers in brackets are the numbers which came to our notice from
all sources, i.e. notifications from general practitioners and results from

pathological laboratories.

g




The effectiveness of the measles vaccination campaign is shown by the
almost total absence of measles notifications this year. Whooping Cough is also
almost non-existent in the area, scarlet fever likewise. There was, however, an
epidemic of dysentery during the summer, fifteen families involving twenty-eight
people had sonne dysentery, these were all independent outbreaks however which
occurred during the summer months. There was also persistent diarrhoea amongst
school children until the schools closed for the summer holidays. This was probably

of viral origin.

There were sporadic cases of food poisoning, fourteen cases came to our
notice including one general outbreak involving five people who had eaten frozen
chicken and fried rice at a Chinese restaurent. Five cases of malaria were notified
by the Army in troops returning from abroad. Sporadic cases of infective hepatitis
occurred, sometimes affecting more than one member of the family. Ten pecple were
kept under surveillance for five days on returning to this country from cholera
infected areas, there were no cases of cholera here.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases

Two cases of syphilis were recorded. There were seventeen cases of
gonorrhoea - two of them girls under 18 years of age - and seventy-six of other
diseases - three boys and one girl under 18 years of age.

These figures do not mean a sudden increase in cases, but only that more

information has been available. The numbers, however, are high enough to be
disturbing, particularly the fact that six of them are under 18 years of age.

HEALTH EDUCATION

_Paaters on smoking and venereal diseases were displayed on large notice
boards in thedTuwn and Town Hall and were distributed to various stores, factories,
general practitioners and the Army Authorities.

HOSPITAL SERVICES

CIVIL
Aldershot General Hospital
General ..ssveess AT S cees 34 beds
MEESTHIEY uvassvne e dEResees s 24 beds
Children ...tiv%es T e e 6 beds

Casualty Department closed 1.2.72.

Outpatients Department includes Surgical (including plastic and

oral surgery), Medical, Gynaecological, Antenatal, E.N.T., Paediatric,
Dph?halmic, Special Treatment (V.D.), Psychiatric and Pathological
facilities.









IMMUNISATION AND VACCINATION PROCEDURES
DURING THE YEAR ENDING
31st DECEMBER 1971

The following tables give details of the numbers immunised and vaccinated
during the year 1971.

Diphtheria/Whooping Cough/Tetanus Immunisation
Poliomyelitis Vaccination, Measles and German Measles Immunisation

Completed Primary Courses

' YEAR OF BIRTH
TYPE OF VACCINE 1971 1970 1969 1968 1967/64 | Under 16 TOTAL
|
i
Triple Antigen 22 LLk 132 11 7 1 617
Diph/Tetanus - 10 1 1l g 4 3 17
Diphtheria alone - - - - 1 ? - i
Polio. (oral) 20 448 13% 9 2% L 637
Measles 1 253 206 g1 g1 - 62
German Measles - - - - - | 267 267
@ =+
Reinforcing Doses
YEAR OF BEIRTH
TYFE OF VACCINE 1971 | 1970 | 1969 | 1968 | 1967/64 | Under 16 TOTAL
Triple Antigen - 20 Lg 30 176 118 393
Diph/Tetanus - 6 9 2 264 39 320
Diphtheria alone - - - - 5 2 7
Polio. (oral) | —+ 20 36 59 385 150 650
e e— o

Diphtheria, tetanus and poliomyelitis vaccine given at immunisation
sessions in primary schools have helped to maintain the high level of booster
doses given in the area.
schools between 11 and 14 years of age.

Elh

Rubella vaccine is given to all girls in secondary

Bt e i e e e o
















































I believe that Aldershot can be proud of its record of clearance of unfit
houses and the rehousing of families into dscent accommodation as the following
figuc~es show :

Number of Clearance Areas declared 31 containing 281 houses
Number of Compulsory Purchase QOrders 24 containing 273 houses
Number of Clearance Orders 7 containing 48 houses
Number of individaal unfit housszs demolished 139
Number of Closing Orders made L7
Number of Closing Orders lifted because

houses (or parts) have been made fit ¢

TOTAL of houses condemned 511

There are still, at the time of writing, 1186 families awaiting rehousing,
and because the majority of really unsatisfactory houses have been demolished the
emphasis has changed to trying to improve the existing stock. There are, of
course, still a few houses left which cannot be satisfactorily improved because
of bad arrangement but on the whole most of the houses are now worth at least a
standard grant (i.e. they have a life of 15 years) and many are being fully
improved with a prospective life of 30 years.

Although we can never be even moderately satisfied whilst we have children
being brought up in houses with no bathrooms or any constant hot water supply
and with external lavatories, nevertheless I believe that on the whole and
considering the rather poor base-line from which Aldershot started, the Town can
be proud of its housing record since the war.

Let us hope the good work will be carried on by the new Authority.

LOCAL LAND CHARGES, ETC.

Requests for official search of the Land Charges Register in respect of 876
properties were received and the necessary information supplied. This figure
showed an increase of 39 requests over those of the previous year.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION - CLEAN AIR ACT 1968
Domestic smoke with its high tar content, is a particularly unpleasant form

of air pollution especially during the winter months when atmospheric conditions
tend to keep it at ground level. There have been no complaints due to this form

of pollution during the year.

Three complaints were received regarding nuisance caused by garden bonfires.
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(B) NUMBER OF NQTICES SERVED

(C) HOUSES IMPROVED

RooXs TePadm ol o aiiaies b uaams s e een e sy AT L R S viRiniainte ainihlat aiate Ve
Eavesgutters repaired or renewed ....cecssasass b et iairaTe o ptbatai ety e e A i
Rainwater pipes repaired or renewed ...cecesss T TP, P T P . —— ——

Wall and ceiling plaster repaired 0 TONEWBE o+ uneisisienses oo sisensaea
Floors repaired or renewed ...scses

AR R AR S R RS RS R R R R E R SRR R R R RS EFE
Windows repaired and made to open .cecceccces P P B P G~ S PRRRE e HS
Doors repaired or reneWed .ccicsccsiassaaassassssssss o wiara e aiare e als bieTE 8 wlata s alaleln
Damp walls remedied sssssssssssscsssssssssansnnssscsssasstsansnasssssnnnssas
Brickwork and rendering repaired or renewed s.csscsssscassss sesssssenansns .
W.C.'s repaired or renewed .s.sscecssssscssonssses cessssssssnE TS ST RN e
Water heaters provided or repaired .....:ccesssssnsssnssssssnsss sessassnenes
Accumulations of rubbish removed . .ccessssemssssnnsesnsssnssssnensessesss
Ventilation provided «..... 0 R B R R R e R R TR R i e R
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