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Infant Mortality.—The subject of Infant Mortality
must ever engage the most serious attention of all sani-
tarians. The Local Government Board have this year
added another duty to all Medical Officers of Health by
asking for a Table dealing with this subject, designed by
their Medical Officer of Health, to find a place in the
Annual Report. This sheet (Table V) will be found at the
end of my Report, a short perusal of which will be better
than any description in words. For the requirements of
our Borough, Mr. Crawshaw has improved this Table by
adding on to the right hand side an analysis of the deaths
in the four Wards of the Borough.

Notice, that of the 127 deaths during the year, 51
have occurred during the first four weeks of life; 67, or
more than one-half, before the completion of the second
month, and further take into consideration that there have
been in addition 59 still births.

Further notice that of the long list of causes of
death, Premature Birth and Congenital Defects account
for 34 deaths, more than a quarter of the total. This is
somewhat below the average, generally these causes
account for one-third of the total.

These figures show in the clearest possible manner
that the chief cause of the high rate of Infant Mortality is
to be looked for in the want of proper care of the mother
during the period of gestation, and for some months after
the birth of the infant. Until a great reform is effected
in this matter, excessive Infant Mortality will continue to
be a disgrace to our civilization.
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Cancer.—Malignant Disease has caused 33 deaths,
exactly the same number as last year. The accompanying
table displays the region of the body affected, the age and
sex of the patient, and the distribution as regards Wards.

Very elaborate research is being prosecuted into the
nature of Cancer, and allied forms of Malignant Disease,
but so far the much looked for cure for Cancer has failed
to appear.

Water Supply.—The supply of water to all parts of
the Borough has been constant during the past twelve
months, notwithstanding the exceptionally low rainfall
of 34.85 inches, being the record at Burnley Road Reservoirs,
whereas, taking an average of 10 preceding years, 40.30
inches was the record. The Water Board have insisted on -
the economic use of water, and the stopping of waste, in
order to pass over the dry season, and avoid the necessity
of an intermittentsupply, which several Lancashire Boroughs
have been compelled to adopt.

The increasing population of the Borough and con-
stituent Authorities controlled by the Joint Water Board,
has caused an enquiry to be made as to the best available
source of increasing the supply, and a Bill is now in Parlia-
ment for securing a site and Pumping Station at Altham
Bridge, three miles from the Borough Boundary. Details
of these projected works have not yet been disclosed,
but I understand the supply of water is abundant, and of
excellent quality, on the authority of the best water
analysts.
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