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this cuftom. The Hufband is perfeétly
fatisfied, becaufe he 1is cicifbeo to fome
married lady himfelf. Such conneétions are
rarely broken, but often continue for life.
The gentleman goes every morning to vifit
the lady in her own apartment, and there
receives notice to what fort of amufement he
is to accompany her in the evening; for
whether fhe goes to public places, or to
private families, he muft be her companion.
Nor are unmarried gentlemen exempted
from thefe occupations; but young ladies
are not fo privileged, which makes them
more defirous of matrimony. I muft, how-
ever, fay, that this kind of connection is
not entirely confined to the Italians, for
fome of our Englifh in Italy have willingly
caught the infetion. This cuftom is fur-
pnﬁng, when we confider that the Italians
were fome years ago the moft jealous people
in Europe.

In this city the Italian language 1s {fpoken
with more exactnefs than in any other part
of Tufcany.

On my arrival here I paid a vifit to the
- Countefs Picolhomini, a lady of great viva-
city,
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dragged through a river. In this condition
fhe was imploring the landlord of the inn
to convey her to Acqua Pendente, where fhe
faid fhe had friends to fupply her with
money. This he brutifhly refufed, pretending
he had no carriage or horfes but thofe which
were already engaged.  Compaffion then
made me enquire how fhe came there in that
fituation? She anfwered, “ I am going into
¢«« the Roman ftate; the carriage which had
« been hired for me is broken to pieces two
<« miles off, where I have left a fervant to
« take care of my things, while I came to
«“the inn to feek means to purfue my
«journey.” I faid that I would carry her
to Acqua Pendente; on which fhe offered
me a valuable ring as a fecurity for fuch
expences as I fhould be at on her account.
This I did not accept, but invited her to my
chamber, where there was a good fire, as fthe
was fhivering with cold, while tears of grief
ran from her eyes. Her apparel was too
wet to dry upon her, fo I lent her a pair of
ftockings, a thirt, a long white flannel gown,
and a great-coat lined with fur. While fhe
was adjufting this drefs, I went down to my

driver
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Bifthop of Acqua Pendente. On our arriving
here, the firft enquiry was for the Bifhop,
and fthe was thrown into new grief on
finding that he was gone to Rome.

It being too late to proceed any farther
this night, we were fhewn into apartments
in the inn. While the fire was making, I
went down to the poftillion, and agreed with
him to carry all of us to Rome, which
intelligence {he received in a manner I cannot

well defcribe; but recollecting that I had
~met with almoft fimilar hofpitality when
formerly going through Spain, I felt a great
pleafure to relieve others in the like diftrefs.

While fupper was preparing, fhe opened
her bundle of wet linen to {pread the contents
on the chairs before the fire. In the bofom
of the wet fhift that the had pulled off, was
faftened a fmall filk bag, which fhe eagerly
ripped away, and held clofe in her hand; con-
ceiving it to be the relick of a Saint, or fome
charm, I requefted to fee what fhe feemed fo
defirous to conceal.

After fupper, relying on my honour, the
put the fmall bag into my hands, containing
{ix large diamonds ; the value of which fhe

faid

-~
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cealed by a large curtain, which the lady of
courfe was to have, and the other was to be
placed at the bottom of the room; however,
our fituation did not prove the worft in the
houfe. The chamber next to ours contained
two beds; one was occupied by a gentleman
and his wife, the other by a gentleman pil-
grim, unknown to each other; in feveral of the
other rooms were two or more beds, in which
travellers were conftrained to lay two together,
as the inn was {o crowded.

It being nine o’clock we defired to have our
fupper as foon as poflible, as we were to de-
part very early the next morning.

It is wonderful to fee the crouds of people
going to, and coming from Rome before and
after Lent : {ome go thither through devotion,
others to be there in the Holy-Week to fee
the Pope wath the feet of pilgrims, and other
religious ceremonies.

Having been this road two years before,
and examining my memoranda, I found
that we were about forty miles from Rome,
which our driver faid was too much for one
day’s journey. Fearing you may find my letter
too long, I conclude, wifhing you health.

CHARACTER
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he takes care to lay on the table no more than
1s fufficient for each meal. I have dined ele-
gantly at fome fuch tables with the beft coun-
try wine. A few glafles of foreign wine
are handed about during the repaft, and as
foon as the defert is finifhed, coffee is put on
the table; after which the vifitors retire, and
the family prepare for their evening enter-
tainment.

The third clafs (fay, the mechanics) are by
no means rich; they are poor imitators of fo-
reign articles, and worfe inventors; for the
boys ferve no apprenticefhips, and each per-
{fon can fet up his trade without controul.

The labourers in hufbandry feem to be moft
happy; they are hired by the year, and at the
end of their day’s labour are fure to find fome-
thing to eat. It is not fo with the labourers
to mechanics, who are hired by the day, and
turned off at will; and the many holidays by
Church order tend to keep them miferable.

There are very few poor or alms-houfes
in Italy, and thofe, by bad management,
do not afford enough for the ynfortunate
to exift on, which occafions mendicity with-
out refiraint; and thofe rich inhabitants

who






[ 86 ]
feldom eaten, as they efteem them no other
than wild cats.

01l SHOPS

are licenfed, and not only limited in -
number but alfo in the articles for fale,
viz. oil, cheefe, butter, pafte (commonly
called macaroni) of various fhapes, dry
white kidney-beans, dry lentils, the meal
and flour of Indian corn, dry peafe, all forts
of falted fith from Great-Britain, &c. fuch
as falted falmon, dry cod, fmoked red her-
rings, and pilchards; fo that from thefe fhops
and the green market all ranks of people are
fupplied on meagre days.

The palte or macaroni i1s eaten in foup
and ftews, and no family thinks a good
dinner can be laid on the table without it.
I cannot but wonder it is not grown more
into ufe in England, as its coft does not ex-
ceed the price of fine flour,

The flour of Indian corn is of general ufe
for the rich and poor; its value about one
third of the flour of wheat; it i1s efteemed
very nutritious, and forms a variety of difhes.

White dry kidney beans and lentils are
drefled as peafe-foup, or ftewed in various

' ways,
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damage to his park and foreft-trees, im=
mediately gave leave to his fubjects to fhoot
them; a maffacre took place, and in lefs
than on¢ month twenty thoufand of thefe
fine animals were deftroyed. The flefh was
fold at the public markets for three farthings
per pound; the poor foon grew tired of
eating it, and the animals were gontinued to
be killed for the fake of their fkins; great
quantities of the flelh were brought to
Leghorn, and the captains of fhips fupplied
their crews with 1it, inftead of falt beef.
This was before my time, but I am well
informed of the fact.

The late Grand Duke Leopold, in his
wildom, ordered his parks‘ to be new ftocked
with deer, and they are now f{o increafed as
to permit a quantity of them to be brought
to market, and to be fold at the price of
beef.

I.do not find that there is any great
number of thefe delicious animals in other
parts of Italy; the meat of which is not
efteemed by the natives. I have feveral times
{een it for fale in Rome, and have bought
fome, and I think it very high-flavoured.

' Meat
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but the conveyance of them to the fea-coaft,
where there is no water carriage, would be
too expenfive. The average price of wine
1s about ﬁx—penc& the quart; that of Florence, :
called chienti, 1 prefer to any in Italy.

Being at Montefiafcone, (famous for excel-
lent wine) while the horfes were feeding, I

walked out from the inn, and entering into
~a church, I faw a magnificent maufoleum
with the figure of a bifhop, and in the front
were infcribed Ef, Ef, Eff. Inquiring of a
prieft what it meant; he told me, thata
German Bifhop going to Rome, ftopped to
dine in that city, and hearing of its excellent
wine, he made a motion for fome of the belt
to be brought, and not underftanding Italian,
he exclaimed in Latin on their bringing
ordinary wine, #oz ¢ff, non efl, meaning that
it was not the beft; at laft they brought
him the very beft; at which he rejoiced
faying Ef, ef, ¢f, and he drank fo deep of
this precious liquor, that he died intoxicated
that very mght, and a tomb was ordered to
~be eretted by his glad relation, with the
infcription of his laft words, E/, ¢f, eff.

LETTER
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vant to call the landlady, who could not come
being herfelf indifpefed. Having with me
fome opium of the pureft kind (a prefent from
a Turkifh gentleman, of whom I fhall make
mention in a future letter) I gave her a little
of 1it, which had fo good an effet as to re-
ftore her to her fenfes. I then told her that
the poft for Rome would fet out the next af-
" ternoon, ~by which fhe muft write to her
friends to procure her another pafsport; and
i cafe it {hould not arrive the next day, fhe
could be dreft in man’s clothes, and pafs for
my fervant, for as he was a native of Rome,
he could enter the city without any pafsport:
this made her eafy. I then difmiffed her fer-
vant, and advifed her to go to fleep; doing the
fame myfelf, as it was paft three o’clock.

At nine I arofe, and examining her fervant
as to the lofs of her pafsport; I had reafon
to fufpect his ftory was falfe; as I found he
wifhed to return to Genoa with a gentleman
then going thither. He had been hired by
the lady’s friend in that city to go with her
to Rome, and his wages were fully paid for
the fame; fecing no good caufe to detain him,
‘he was difmiffed. P

I defired
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their foes. On this effeminacy I leave yowu
to make what reflections you pleafe.

After the company had been ferved with
warm punch or lemomade, the card-tables
were placed, each lady with her gentleman,
As we did not underftand their games; we
walked about the room as others did who
were not inclined to play, and at 1o'clock
we took leave of my friend, who made us
promife to go with him the following night
to fee the ceremony of figning the matrimo-
nial writings of a young couple, who were
{oon after to be united.

On returning to our inn we defired the
landlord to give us a chicken for fupper,
which he faild he could not do, as he had
none then in the houfe, it being Lent. This
did not diftrefs us, as we could eafily put up
with a meagre repaft. Whilft it was pre-
paring, the lady retired behind the curtain
to try on the breeches, and afterwards re-
turning, {he fat down to fit them for herfelf.
Whillt at her needle, fhe afked why men
fhould be drefled fo very different from
women ? My anfwer not being fatisfattory,
I defired her opinion; in this not agreeing,

we
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LETTER VIIL

Viterbo, April 4, 1794.

I wenT laft night to the houfe of a young
lady’s father to hear her marriage-contract
read. The company being affembled, the
writings were placed by a public notary on a
table in the centre of the room; round which
were feated the patents, and the lady and
gentleman who were to be married. The
contract was then read aloud, in which was
{pecified the fortune of the lady, including
all her clothes by an inventory annexed to
the marriage writing, both of which were
figned by the contratting parties. This be=
ing done, the bride prefented a paper of {weet-
meats to the gentlemen, with a fonnet ele-
gantly printed, in which were mentioned the
high rank and virtues of both families. The
bridegroom gave the like prefent to the ladies.

In the next room, on a very long table,
were arranged the clothes of the bride (which
are called coredo) from the fhoes to the head-
drefs, both new and old; the matrimonial
thift was confpicuoudly placed, which was of

very
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my return, I defired her newly-appointed fer-
vant to get fomething for his fupper. The
lady, being fo much agitated with joy at the
good news, requefted me to give her fome of
the fame medicine which fhe had before taken:
I do not know (faid fhe) whether I can beft
« fupport exceflive grief, or exceffive joy; the
¢ latter being my prefent cafe, from the kind
¢ attention of my very good friends; and you,
« fir!”——Here I ftopt her from proceeding
any further: I then gave her the prepared

opium, which very foon calmed her mind.
Not to lofe time, I ordered in the bill, and
found it very exorbitant, as our living had
been but fcanty. Fearing left I fhould com-
plain to other Englith travellers, the hoft
made a proper abatement; for I fhewed him
on the table my book of memorandums, where
I always entered the good or bad characters of
the inns on my journey. While I was pay-
ing the landlord, the lady carried out my fer-
vant’s great coat; for the ufe of which, and
his ready attendance on her, the made him a
prefent, and paid the driver her part accord-
ing to agreement, and alfo for the days he
had been detained in this city on her account.
It
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fervice in any thing we might want. We
then proceeded on our journey, and arriving
here, found the fervant at the door of the
inn, who told us that he had been fortunate
enough to fecure a room, which would not,
however, be vacant till the company then in it
had dined: in the mean while he conduéted us
to a chamber, which was engaged for others
not yet arrived.

To fill up the time, I propofed to the lady
to fee the town, but fhe preferred preparing
her drefs, which fhe intended to wear the next
day; and I fhall take this opportunity to fulfil
my promife to you in my letter of the 4th
inftant, wherein I mentioned having received a
prefent of fome opium from a Turkifh gen-
tleman, with whom I had been intimately
acquainted at Leghorn, to which city he had
efcaped from Conftantinople for fear of pu-
nifhment for a fuppofed crime of ftate; but
being afterwards found innocent, he was re-
called, and reftored to all his former honours.

Being with him one morning he took a
filver box out of his pocket with opium, of
which he put into his mouth a {mall piece,
about the fifth part of an ounce. Having fo

: good
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¢ quality is not to be depended on. Itisalfa
¢ faid, that after it is brought into Europe, it
¢« undergoes further adulteration; by thefe
“ means, its activity is not only leflened, but
““ 1t will produce a different effect.
« It 1s underftood by many, that opium
“ adts only as a calmer of the nerves, or to
¢ produce reft, but I will quote to you a
¢« number of cafes of its radically curing dif-
¢ orders of a moft obftinate nature in both
¢« fexes. It 1s fuppofed by fome, that when
« any perfon once begins to take this medi-
¢ cine it muft be continued; which is a grofs
« miftake, as I myfelf have ufed it in large
¢ quantities, and have afterwards omitted it
¢ for feveral years, or until a new call for its
““aid: I do not deny that in Turkey it is
¢ often taken as a luxury, by which fome are
“ induced to a perpetual habit of it. Others
¢t infift that it tends to fhorten life; fuch af-
« fertion is alfo falfe, as I myfelf know a
¢¢ a number of inftances of perfons ufing it
¢ conftantly, who have arrived at great lon-
¢ gevity with continued bodily ftrength.
¢“ A German traveller (through Turkey)
“in a late publication has abfurdly declared
« that
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that I wifhed to have another apartment:
«« Then, fir, (faid fhe) I beg we may re-

¢« main where we are;” on which I ordered
~ our dinner to be brought.

Thofe who travel on this road in time of
Lent, would do well to fend a fervant before,
or a letter to fome friend to engage lodgings.

While we were at dinner the landlord in-
formed us that there was a lady in the town
to exhibit her talents that evening in reciting,
or rather finging, extempore verfes on any
fubject the company fhould think proper to
name.

This talent 1s a gift of nature peculiar'to
the Italians, and as the words of their lan-
guage end in vowels, it is very eafy to make
rhimes. Janetta underftood Italian pretty
well, and we went in the evening to hear the
performance; the recital was accompanied by
a guittar, which ferved to affift her voice,
and give time for recolleCtion. . Among other
themes given to the lady, was the character of
Marcus Brutus, and his reafons for killing
Julius Cefar in the Capitol, all of which fhe
executed in a manner perfectly fatisfactory to

the audience.
We
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LETTER XII.

Rome, April 7, 171;-)4..

YOU muft not expect me to give you the
names of the inns on the road, which might
be the means of mifguiding when you come
into Italy, as I found the charalters of the
landlords very different from what they were
defcribed in a travelling book that I carried
with me; becaufe, as the inns change mai-
ters {o often, thofe which were named good,
may probably be the contrary; and others,
that have been called bad, may, vice verfa, de-
{ferve a better charater; fo that in this you
muft in fome meafure be guided by a friend,
or by the poftillion.

It 1s not poffible to give you an exact ac-
count of the expences of a family travelling
in Italy; this muft depend on themfelves, and
how they are in purfe Iimited. Should you
recommend any of your friends to me, you
mutft let me know the manner in which they
chufe to live in the different places they would
like to ftop at; and I will give them my
opinion how to avoid general impofitions

and
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Chriftmas, and ends on Shrove-Tuefday.
Its derivation is from the Bacchanalian feafts,
which formerly were known to begin in Ja-
nuary, and continue for two months; in
which time the people with riots and feafting
were rendered almoft frantic, which 1s pretty
well kept up in the prefent carnivals of Italy,
by people parading through the ftreets in
dominoes and various characters; and fome
days before the expiration of the carnival
there are mafked balls at the theatres, with a
profufion of feafting and gaming in the
boxes; not to mention an abundance of 7z-
nocent intrigues carried on during this happy

feftivity.

LETTER XIIL

Rome, April 8, 1794.

BEING now on claffic ground, and in the
centre of the fine arts, I can fcarcely forbear
attempting to give you fome account of
them; but as thefe fubjets have been ably
treated by many learned men, I fhall only

fpeak of what gave me moft pleafure,
Among
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On each fide of the obelik are two large
fountains, raifing water to a very great height,
which produce a cool effect on the whole
circle.

This ftupendous cathedral was founded
by Conftantine the Great, and finithed by
Pope Leo X. and Sextus Quintus; its roof
ftands on a hundred vaft columns. The cu-
pola was begun by Michael Angelo Buonaroti,
and is fupported by four prodigious columns,
the meafure round the bafe of each is feventy-
fix of my paces. .

The great number of ftatues, the highly
executed pictures in mofaic over each altar,
with an innumerable quantity of rich orna-
ments in relievo, by the moft eminent maf-
ters, give the building a very awful and
celeftial appearance; and if any edifice can
ftimulate the foul to devotion, i1t muft be
found in this temple.

Going out of this place of divine worfhip,
on the left hand of the portico you afcend by
a flight of very wide marble fteps to the Pope’s
palace, or Vatican, which is fo called from
there having been formerly on that fpot two
temples of Mars and Apollo, where the

oracles
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oracles were confulted. St. Peter's church
and this palace ftand in the Vatican Vale,
where the gymnaftic and other games were
formerly exhibited.

In the afternoon I hired a boat, and went
down the Tyber to Oftia, anciently one of
the ports for part of the Roman fleet. Not
far from thence was fituated Pliny’s villa, fo
finely defcribed in his letters, but it is now
entirely covered with trees, being at prefent
part of an extenfive wood, which in his time
muft have been overflowed by the fea, as he
fays the waves dathed againft its walls. The
ancient ftatues, which were once placed by
him in that villa, have ftimulated fome gen-
tlemen and artifts to endeavour to find out
that noble building, of which there are no
veftiges to be feen above-ground; and they
only calculate where it moft likely ftood by
the diftance from Oftia defcribed by Pliny.
Encouraged by the value of antiquities in it,
they have cleared part of the ground on the
fuppofed {pot, in order to begin their excava-
tions with the moft fanguine hopes of fuccefs.

Being returned again to Rome, I went to
a friend’s houfe, in which was a genteel con-_
verfation, and where much polite company

E 2 were
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were affembled; but they were fomewhat
alarmed by the fudden fainting of a lady, as
if going to expire. She was carried into
another room, and by proper affiftance was
recovered fo as to be able to explain that the
accident was oceafioned by the {cent of fome
natural flowers in the room; which was found
to be the cafe, as one of the gentlemen had a
few lillies in his bofom, not knowing the bad
effects fuch flowers would produce in a clofe
apartment. On enquiring, I found that all
odoriferous flowers are very obnoxious in
confined rooms, where they have fometimes
been attended with fatal confequences, and
very often occafion hyftericks and convul-
fions; and fome pregnant ladies have been
known. to mifcarry by thofe {mells before
the true caufe was difcovered; fince which
accidents, all natural flowers have been pro-
hibited from being worn in rooms of public
refort. Such effects produced by flowers are
more particularly local in Rome. I after-
wards afked fome of the faculty the reafon
of thofe ftrange effects, but could get no phy-
fical fatisfaCtion, they only faying, that the
air of Rome would not admit of fuch feetid

{mells. Loy
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derate prices. Thefe works are at the ex-
pence of the Papal State; the direttors of
which knowing that I was no ftranger to the
woollen manufactures in England, treated
me with much kindnefs and civility; re-
quefting I would let them know the remedy
for fuch faults and defetts as I had pointed
out, which I did not think it prudent to
do, though highly flattered by them on the
occafion.

I {pent feveral evenings at fome of the
principal converfations, in which the com-
pany were exceedingly polite; and if ever you
bring your family to Rome, I would advife
you to thofe amufements, where the Italian is
delightfully {fpoken (particularly by the ladies)
with a peculiar and pleafing tone of voice.
They have a proverb, « Lingua Tofcana in
« bocca Romana,”* to fhew that the Italian
language, though more pure in Tulcany, 1s
beft articulated in Rome.

S
—

* Tufcan tongue in a Roman mouth.

LETTER
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On leaving a temple purpofely built for
the adoration of the true and only Gop, I
went once more to view the amazing Pan-
theon, confecrated by Agrippa to the worfhip
of all the heathen gods; but fince that pe-
riod, 1t has been dedicated to all the Saints
by a judicious Pope, in order to preferve it
from fuperftitious rapine; which has had the
defired effect, as it is in high prefervation,
more fo than any ancient temple in or about
Rome.

It has loft all in the infide that made it
rich, but there is left all that which made it
grand. The front of this immortal monu-
ment {tands on eight vaft Corinthian columns
of porphyry, harmonioufly proportioned and
beautifully adorned. ‘The whole Grecian
art feemed to have been confulted in forming
this ftruture with wifdom, ftrength, and
beauty. ‘

In going into the temple the Pantheon is
no more: the gods are not there. Inftead of
Venus is the piture of the Virgin Mary;
Jefus upon a crofs {upplies the place of Ju- _

piter with his thunderbolts.
The






[ 60 ]

have a chance for fucceflion. The character
of the prefent Pope is well known to be mild
and pacific; this camnot be faid of the body
of Cardinals, who are haughty to the people,
cruel in. adminiftering juftice, and thofe of
them who are capable, ftick at nothing for
their pleafures, |
Rome is fuppofed to contain nearly two
hundred thoufand inhabitants; of thofe forty
thoufand have taken vows of celibacy, in-
cluding friars, nuns, and priefts. Of the lat-
ter, the greater part are ordained from the
lower clafs of people, without any patrimony,
and have nothing honeftly to fubfift on but
their daily mafs, for which they are paid only
one paul per day, about five-pence fterling.
Thofe among them, who have a capacity, and
are induftricus, are fometimes employed at a
fmall price as copiers for the lawyers: a few
of them, who are favourites to the great, are
mafters of public {fchools ; but we may count
that there are five or fix thoufand of them,
who oftenfibly have no more than their five-
pence per day; it is no wonder, therefore,
from wretchednefs and hunger, that many of
them are employed for the moft vile and de-
bauched purpofes. The
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The fecond time that I was at Rome, in
the fame lodging was a Spanith young gen-
tleman, who had hired a prieft for cicerone
to explain to him the antiquities. I walked
with him one morning to fee a famous pic-
ture of a Virgin by Titian, in the church of
a convent for nuns. The cicerone defired us
to amufe ourfelves for a few minutes while
he faid mafs; indeed he had finithed before
we had fully viewed the picture. He con-
ducted us to the grate of the convent, where
he defired the portrefs to call a nun, with
whom he was acquainted: he atked the Spa-
niard how he liked her; ¢ Very well,” (faid
he,) for the was really a fprightly young
woman: ¢ then you fhall have her,” faid the
prieft; and the nun feemed pleafed. On
leaving the convent, we finithed our morning
walk, and at four o’clock fat down to dinner,
and we did not go out again, it being bad
weather. At ten o’clock at night the cicerone
entered the room with the nun we had before
feen, dreffed in a black fuit of clothes like a
prict. The cicerone was running on in
praife of the abilities of this young woman,
and fhe drew a chair and placed herfelf by

the
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CHARACTERS OF THE LAITY,

The lower clafs of the people in all coun-
tries, particularly at'Rome, form the greateft
number; among thefe, frequent murders are
committed from jealoufy and other caufes;
which are fuddenly perpetrated, as in Rome
the women as well as the men carry a fhiletto.
As foon as the murder is committed, the af-
faffin flies to a church, or to the houfe of
fome nobleman or cardinal; thefe afylums in
Rome are not lefs than feven hundred. If
the wounded perfon does not fuddenly die,
priefts perfuade him to forgive the mur-
derer, which is fufficient for him to be alfo
forgiven. If the wounded immediately dies
without exprefling a forgivenefs, the atro-
cious offender muft ftay a few days longer in
the afylum, till the affair is made up with the
relations of the deceafed, and then he i1s fet at
liberty. Leopold, Grand Duke of Tufcany,

.was the only Prince in Italy who prohibited
church afylums for protection of murderers.

The fecond clafs of the Romans (I mean all
below the rank of nobility) were half a cen-
tury ago the moft jealous people in Europe,

F Hufbands
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revenge, acted a fimilar part, by bringing into
their houfes fuch women as they thought pro-
per; fo that the palaces of {fuch princes were ‘
mere brothels. ¢ Our cuftom of cicifbeifm

¢ (fays fhe) is ftamped with no fhame, as itis
¢ an agreement among all parties ; and the at-
‘ tachment of the cicifbeos to the wives of
¢ others is feldom broken but by death.’

The Roman ladies of the middle clafs are
{prightly, and moft of them have a tolerable
education, with a handfome perfon and agree-
able tone of voice; their thoulders and bo-
foms are particularly well formed; this they
know, and do not fail to thew them, let the
fathion of the drefs be what it will.

Signora Fauftina is thirty years old, and
has had fourteen children; I was furprifed at
her informing me of this circumftance, as the
appeared to be very young.

The ladies in Rome, and indeed in moft
parts of Italy, have nothing to do with the
management of the houfe; the hufband makes
an agreement with the cook for the table
of the whole family, excepting wine and oil,
which are generally brought from their own
eftates. The fervant men are all on board- .

wages,
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as he had that minute received an order to
let no perfon fpeak to me. While he was
uttering thefe words, his waiter brought him
a note, which contained an order not to fuffer
me to quit my room. It was now two o'clock
in the afternoon, and being perfectly con-.
vinced of not having done any thing that
could merit the treatment I had {uffered, 1
defired the landlord to fend up my dinner;
to which Ifat down, but with no great ap-
petite, though I ate enough to fatisfy hunger.
After dinner Iwrote the ftate of the cafe
for the ambaflador, affuring him of my inno-
cence, and claiming his prote&tion. I in-
clofed it in a letter to his fecretary, defiring
him to forward it as direted without lofs of
time. On requefting the landlord to fend
the letter, the honeft man wept, and faid it
was not in his power. A coach ftopping at
the door, he in a fright looked out at the
window, but was glad to find it was a gen-
tleman’s carriage; on which he went down
- to thedoor, and difcovered it was my banker
and his lady, who had called to fee me. On
the landlord telling them his orders refpeéting
me, they reluctantly retired; and looking out
at
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My worthy landlord now ran into the
room, and embracing me as if I had been his
brother, cried out with tears of joy, that it
was a miftake; the fact was, that the blun-
dering meflenger of the hellith office had mif-
taken my room for an adjoining one, which
had been occupied by a German traveller,
againft whom fome information had been
made to the Inquifition, and he, knowing
what had happened to me, had left the city.

By the landlord’s perfuafion I undrefied
myfelf and went to bed, and falling into a
fleep, did not awake till fix in the evening,
when I found my fervant in the room, whom
I eafily forgave, as he had quitted me for fear
of being alo involved in my fate. I then
drefled myfelf and went to my banker’s houfe,
where I found my excellent friend his wife
in tribulation concerning me, fhe having re-
fufed to go to the concert, being too much
interefted for my fafety. Sometime after-
wards her hufband joined us, and heartily
congratulated me on my releafe. We fpent
the evening moft agreeably together, and they
obligingly fent me home in their carriage.

RELIGION
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found that the family were gone to reft, as
the fun was near fetting; but the fhepherd
knowing his voice, clapt on his fhirt, and
opened the door. On the floor were lying
his wife, two daughters, and a fon, all naked,
on a large canvas facking ftuffed with the
leaves of Indian corn, and covered only with
one large coarfe fheet. Another fon had the
care of the fheep till it was time for his
brother to take the charge. _

The daughters were employed a few days
in the fummer 1n gathering aromatick herbs,
with which the mother fupplied the apothe-
cary for diftillation; and in the fpring they
collett fnails* and frogs, which are carried
by the mother to market, and from their
produce they now and then are able to pro-
cure fome ordinary oil and wine, and other
little neceffaries.

Their general meals, in thefe inland parts
of the country, confift of nothing more than
boiled chefnuts, and on Sundays perhaps a
little brown or rather black bread, and pro-

T e e o~ - —— T e
e e e s 2 T

¥ 1 have eaten once of thefe, and when well cleaned, and
with proper fauce, they are lefs difagreeable in tafte than

.in idea. : :
bably
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mother went on foot to Rome (the hufband
confenting) with their eldeft daughter twelve
years’ old, and difpofed of her offspring’s
virtue, which was alfo to be the cafe with
the next daughter on the following year; for
which, though they obtained but a very fmall
fum, it helped to buy ordinary Sunday clothes
for the family. My companion, feeing me
furprifed at what I had heard, told me that it
was not uncommon for parents thus to hire
out their children, and that it was no ob-
jection in cafe they were fo lucky as to meet
with an offer of marriage with one of their
own clafs. ¢ There are old female wretches
« (he faid) in Rome, who undertake to
<« manage fuch bufinefs, and the mother at-
< tends to make the bargain, and to {ee that
¢ her daughter does not bring away a certain
¢« diforder, which latter {eems to be their
¢ chief care; for fhould it otherwife happen,
¢ the girls might perhaps be prevented from
‘“ matrimony.” As foon as this infamous ce-
remony was over, the mother purchafed the
{mall trifles which the huiband had ordered,
and returned again with the victim,

By
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Being again returned to the inn, the apo-
thecary fupped with me, and I took my leave
of him. One of the difhes was compofed of
young pumpkins about the fize and fhape of
a cucumber cut in quarters, fome fried in
good oil, others ftewed, of which large quan-
tities are eaten in this country in the fpring,
as being very cooling and wholfome; we had
alfo fome frefh-water crabs ftewed in a man-
ner which made a very excellent difh, and in
Rome is a coftly and great delicacy; the fhell
is like a jelly when ftewed, and is eaten with
the fith. They have alfo in Italy the land-
turtle, which 1s likewife much efteemed, and
is very nutritious for weak people, but as they
are amphibious, 1did not relifh them.

LETTER K XV,

Vilatri, (midnight) April 14, 1794.

THE poftillion informing me that we
ought to fet out in two hours, I had no in-
clination to go to bed, as the room that was
appointed for me contained alfo a bed for

another
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number of votaries being reduced, one con-
vent became the receptacle of feveral others,
and the increafe of population hence 1s evi-
dent all over Tufcany. It is, however, much
to be wifhed that the following circumf{tance
had fallen under his obfervation :—

For the benefit of fociety, and to prevent
unnatural crimes, Pope Pius IVth permitted
common proftitutes to remain in Rome, but
they were conftrained to live in ftreets def-
tined for them. The like cuftom is adopted
at Leghorn, and each young woman pays a
monthly tax to the ftate for fuch permiffion,
and a furgeon is appointed to look after their
health; but when any of thefe poor creatures
die, their bodies are covered with a piece of
matting, and carried on a kind of ladder by
two porters outfide the city walls, to a place
appointed for the reception of the carcafes of
dogs and horfes, and there a very fhallow pit
is fcratched up, into which the dead female
is thrown naked. It furely is very abfurd
that fuch women fhould, when alive, be
thought abfolutely neceffary to the good
order of the ftate, and when dead be refufed
chriftian burial with their fellow-citizens.

As
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part of the baggage being removed from my
carriage to hers, we drove off. She had with
her a married fifter, and a gentleman her own
cicifbeo; and as her fifter’s friend, or ganzo,
could not join them for a few days, fhe re-
quefted me to fupply his place.

You will naturally enquire for the hufbands
of thefe two ladies—they are or will be with
their female friends, enjoying the fweets of
the country at fome other place; for if you
pleafe to refer to what I have before faid on
this fubject, you will find that it is quite
ruftic and unfafhionable for married ladies
to be feen abroad with their hufbands. I
would not have you infer that this cuftom is
always ftamped with criminality; on the con-
trary, fome gentlemen and ladies pretend to
fay that fuch friend(hips do not exceed the
bounds of Platonic love.

We arrived in a little time at the lady’s
country-{eat among the mountains, the Medi-
terranean fea being full in view. The houfe
is large, elegantly furnifhed, and contained
to my f{urprize a library of choice books.

At eight o’clock we fat down to a meagre

fupper. One of the difhes was compofed of
fried
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for this vegetation by any other caufe than
that {uch ftones have been quickly formed
from certain earth, containing a quantity of
the fpawn of mufhrooms; and Signor Marco -
informed me that this mountain was more
remarkable than any other for fuch pro-
ductions. |

We called at my requeft at feveral cotta-
ges, whofe inhabitants (as well as thofe in
divers other parts of Italy) fcarcely ever eat
any thing but Indian corn-meal boiled into
polenta, {fomething like hafty-pudding; and
inftead of bread, they make ufe of a baked
thick pafte, compofed of the flour of chef-
nuts; but here their wine and oil were tole-
rable, and they have exeellent wild fallads on
the mountains in great abundance.

On my defiring the lady to lend me her
carriage to go to Terracina, there to take my
own, and proceed on the journey, fhe told
me 1t was needlefs to make the attempt, it
being Holy Thurfday, when horfes are not
permitted to be ufed, by reafon of the obli-
gation on all ranks of people to vifit on foot
the fepulchres in churches, in commemora~
tion of our Saviour’s death; and as the

ladies
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Finding the fteward to be a man of intel-
ligence, I was glad of his company. *Iam
« forry (faid T) that I could not ftay longer at
“ your lady’s houfe, as both fhe and her fifter
¢ are moft agreeable women.” ¢ They are {o
¢ (faxd he) in every refpect, and all thofe
¢ employed in their farms owe them a thou-
¢ fand obligations. The eftate which you
¢ have feen, fir, belongs to Signora Fauftina,
¢ the income of which is more than four
¢ thoufand crowns a year; and her fifter has
¢ one of the like value near Rome. Thefe
¢ eftates were left to them by their father,
“and 1t was their marriage-portion, which
¢ they manage themfelves, their hufbands
¢ being very glad to get rid of the trouble.
¢« About this time of the year thefe ladies vifit
¢ one of their country-feats, and ftay there
¢ three weeks, and then proceed to the other
¢ eftate, where they will remain fome weeks
<longer. They bring with them a variety of
« prefents for all thofe perfons who are em-
¢ ployed in their farms. Next Sunday (being
« Eafter Day) after mafs they will be en-
¢ gaged in hearing the children of the cot-
¢ tagers read, and then they will diftribute

¢ the
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fuch a large farm a fteward always lived in
the manfion-houfe of the landlord, in order
to fee the eftate well treated by the tenant,
and the profits properly divided.

In general, (faid he) the expence of keep- -
ing a fteward continually upon the eftate is
ufelefs, for the tenants have a very handfome
profit, and they are fure of being turned out
of the farm on proof of the leaft fraud.

— -

LETTER XXIV,

Mola di Gaeta, Good Friday,
April 18, 1794.

I arrivED here this afternoon, where the

driver determined to remain all night.
Obferving a number of people on the beach,
curiofity led me to enquire what they were
about, which I quickly difcovered, feeing a
new-born dead child driven on fhore by the
waves. The unhappy mother was foon found,
and brought before the magiftrate, to whom
fhe confefled that {he had thrown the infant
the preceding night alive into the fea, which
- 1nhuman
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at the windows to thew themfelves, and fome-
times walk out with their nurfes.

It 1s with pain I mention that murders
among the lower clafs of people are very fre-
quent in fome parts of Italy; and I moft
heartily wifh that a change of laws would
take place to bring fome of the wilful offend-
ers to condign punifhment. Among fome
of the higher clafs, there are inftances of fuch
offenders efcaping juftice by pecuniary fatis-
fattion, or church protection; yet I fhould
do injuftice to Tufcany not to fay, that mur-
ders are lefs frequent there than in any other
part of Italy.

After dinner I took a boat in order to ex-
amine this bay, once famous for being the
afylum of the Roman fleet when forced into
it by ftormy weather; but a gale of wind
coming on, towards evening, attended with
a rough fea, I was glad to get fafe back at a
late hour of the night.

LETTER
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his crime; firft as a monk, and alfo as bes
longing to the noble family of Gennaro. This
villainous monk having kept company with
a very handfome young woman, one of her
female neighbours advifed her to be circum-
fpect in receiving the vifits of this religious
man : this the communicated to her lover,
and alfo the name of her friend who gave the
advice; on whom he refolved to be revenged.
The poor woman being one day at her de-
votion at the church belonging to the con-
vent, the monk fell into difcourfe with her
ill fuch time as the other people had left the
church, when all of a fudden he drew a dag-
ger from under his habit, and plunged it into
her bofom : after which the prior {fent him to
another convent a few miles diftant, where he
remained until the noife of the murder was
over. At the end of four months he returned
to his own convent, and did the duty of his
office in the fame church that he had fo atro-
cioufly profaned by a premeditated murder.
Five Reccollet monks barbaroufly mur-
dered their fuperior, for advifing them to be
more regular in the obfervance of the rules
of their order.
Another
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SOME APOLOGY FOR THE NUNS.

- I think Gorani is too general in his reflec-
tions on the nuns, as I make no doubt there
are many who-voluntarily enter into convents,
and keep ftri€tly the vows they have taken.
It 1s well known, particularly in the Roman
and Neapolitan State, that when the females
of families become numerous, the parents, in
order to keep up a degree of grandeur, and
not willing too much to divide their income,
force fome of the daughters, contrary to their
inclinations, to enter into convents; which
they cannot refufe on the reprefentation of,
the parents, with a fee to thofe in power; that
they have not fortune fufficient to provide for
all their children; and without a marriage-
portion very few young women in Italy have
a chance of matrimony.

It is no wonder, therefore, that thofe who
are thus conftrained to fubmit to the arbitrary
will of unnatural parents, with inclinations to
obey the firft commands of the Creator, cannot
eafily forget that they were brought into the
world for other purpofes when entering into

convents, and mingling with thofe under the
like
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tal performers are generally engaged at an
enormous expence; to the principal fingers
and dancers only the audience pay attention;
the inferior performers are feldom noticed,
ferving only to fill up time, and prevent what
pafles in the boxes from being heard.

The rich inhabitants, inftead of being pro-
teCtors to the inferior clafs, are very haughty
and depraved. The magifterial tyranny is
too well known to need further explanation.
All which circumftances tend to make Venice
the moft diftinguifhed feat of wanton luxury
in Europe.

LETTER XXVII

Naples, April 21, 1794.

I am now arrived in this city, and have
taken a couple of rooms at a lodging-houfe op-
pofite to the beautiful fountain, called Fonse
di Medina, very near to the mole of the har-
bour; and where I have a full view from my
window of Mount Vefuvius.

I had been here only a few days, when no- -
tice was given to the inhabitants to retire to
| their
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their houfes, as an infurretion was announ-
ced by the threats of a man who was that
day to be executed. His crime was for hav-
ing entered a church, and while the prieft
was elevating the hoft at high-mafs, he called
out and defired him not to deceive the people
by fuch ceremonies, making ufe of blafphe-
mous expreflions; and alfo faying that the
King of Naples would foon be depofed, and
the country freed from his tyranny. He was
feized on, carried to prifon, and publicly
tried ; he repeated to the judges what he had
before faid, adding that he himfelf had once
laid in wait for the King to aflaffinate him,
and though it did not then take place, it
would foon be effeted by others. The judges
ordered him to be taken out of court, and
confined as a madman; but he perfifted in
- faying that he was in his perfet fenfes, and
demanded his fentence, which was to have
his tongue cut out, and his body hanged
and burnt. He then boldly afked the judges
if his tongue was to be cut out from his
mouth before or after his death; on being
told the latter, he faid that when brought to
the gallows he fhould inform the fpectators

: 33 | what
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to their coats. This mutation of punifhment
from death to flavery has had a very good ef-
fect, for having lived in Tufcany more than
eight years, and having made enquiry, I have
found that fewer crimes have been committed
than before.

LELTTER X8

Naples, April 24, 1794.

HAVING in my former letter mentioned
Leopold when Grand Duke of Tufcany, I
I cannot avoid informing you, that while at
Florence it was his cuftom every Monday and
Saturday at one of his palaces to receive writ-
ten petitions or complaints from perfons of
the higheft to the loweft rank. Willing to
fee this ceremony (which could not be ef-
fected without a formal petition). I defired
one of his under-fecretaries (Mr. Young, the
eldeft fon of an Englifhman, who died in his
{fervice) to draw a petition, requefting, to fee
his manufature of broad-cloth, which was
carried on at the old fortrefs in that cify. On

entering
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cauflcs are carried on by a written procefs, the
rich by fuch means have the advantage.

Leopold enafted a law, that no creditor
thould arreft the perfon of a debtor, as effets
only ought, in equity, to be liable to the
payment of debts; and that the whole pro-
perty of the debtor fhould (on his failure)
become the property of his creditors, except
the implements of his profeffion, and enough
houthold furniture for the ufe of his family.
Tt was faid that this law would prevent induf-
trious people from being {upplied with money
by the rich. Leopold was of a different opi-
nion; he faid, « Men of probity and induftry
« will always find lenders of money, and it is
« their bufinefs to place their money well,
““ and keep an eye on their debtor, and fee
« that he goes on with ceconomy.”

I have vifited with great pleafure the hof-
pitals for the fick at Florence and at Pifa,
which were eftablifhed by Leopold; they are
kept in moft excellent order, and the phyfical
attendants on them are well paid. Over
the door of the latrer hofpital is infcribed,
“ Providentia Leopoldi, Patris Pauperum ;”—
and he was truly fo, for never did any other

abfolute
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Pifa, in one of his gondolas. Cultivation is
in all parts of his dominions in high per-
fection, his people are happy, and the whole
ftate experiences a population unknown be=
fore the reign of the wife Leopold.

LETTER XR&

Naples, 6th May, 1794.

AS foon as I had put the bufinefs in train
which brought me here, I waited on Donna
- Maria with the letter of recommendation from
her friend Signora Fauftina. I found her
and her hufband both at home; they were
in deep mourning, but I did not then prefume
to afk for whom. They received me accord-
ing to the wifhes of our mutual friend, and
dining with them, they gave me a general
invitation; and as they had twe coaches, one
was to be at my fervice, which I fometimes
accepted of. Her hufband Don Filippo had
been an advoeate of great talents, but having
had a fortune left him, was now retired from

the
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LETHER ~XXX1,
Napfés;'Mcr_y 7th, 1794.

I was punctual this morningin calling on
Donna Maria at the appointed hour, and was
fhewn into her chamber; fhe being in bed,
defired me to fit by her. There were in the
room four of her children, and a prieft giving
them leflons; fhe bade him retire till the next
morning, and after I had admired the chil-
dren, (for they were really pretty) fhe ordered
them to go to their governefs, and to tell
their father that I was there. The coffee
being brought in, we breakfafted together,
after which he retired, faying that he had
fomething of importance to do, but would
be ‘punctual at twelve to conduct me to the
law-courts. :

The lady begged I would excufe her not.
paying me more civilities when I was before
at Naples, but having now fuch a prefling
letter from her friend to treat me as one of
her own family, fhe requefted I would, du-
ring my ftay in Naples, look on her houfe as
my own. ¢ You muft have been very happy

C! - " ¢ (faid
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¢ I have fore trifling objections, the cuftom
« I do not altogether diflike; for as our huf-
% bands will have a conneftion of this kind,
¢ we alfo think 1t an undoubted right to have

a fimilar friend” ¢ And pray, Madam,
“ how many of your beautiful daughters are
“ deftined to be nuns?” ¢ God forbid that
¢ any one of them fhould enter into a con~
¢ vent; my hufband being alfo averfe to it,
¢ we will reduce our expences in order to
¢ provide marriage-portions for them all” I
afked her, if fhe had read Gorant’s difcourfe
on that fubject. She replied, that his publi-
cation was in their library, and although he
was a little too fevere, the picture that he had
drawn of fome of the convents was not alto-
gether imperfect: <1 will carry you, (faid fhe)
¢ one morning to one of thofe convents: I
¢ have a diftant relation there, who I bcheve

¢ is not one of the worft.’

Don Filippo coming at the appointed hour,
{he defired him te bring from her toilet the
fomentation, and while we walked about the
room fhe ufed it in fomenting her bofom. I
afked her hufband if fhe had any ailment; he
replied in the negative, but it was her cuftom

fo
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figning no other reafon than < I# is our plea=~
“ fure;” and they alfo punifh with death their
vaflals with impunity.

Criminal caufes in Naples are alfo carried
on by a written procefs; but fuch prifoners as
have no means to employ an advocate, have
one appointed by the Crown, called #he De-
fender of the Poor. When the fentence of
death is pafled, no execution can take place
till the criminal confefles the guilt, which if

not done immediately, he 1s put into a fhock-
- ing dungeon, and only a {mall quantity of
bread and water is allowed him, fo that he
either expires in that confinement, or, confefs-
ing, he 1s carried to execution.

¢ During my practice, (faid my friend) I
¢ was witnefs to many final decifions, both
¢ civil and criminal, which would fhock the
¢ ears of humanity.” He was going to re-
count them, but notice was given that dinner
was on the table, and we joined his laqu and
amiable children. -

At ff:ven o’clock the hufband took lcavc of
us to go to his female friend, and foon after
I accompanied his wife to her father’s houfe,
where was a {mall, but agreeable fociety..

LETTER
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placed in a regular order, phyfical and chi-
rurgical inftruments, which plainly thew that
the ancient Greeks and Romans were greatly
{lalled in thefe moft ufeful profeffions.

The private and public manufcripts found
in Pompeia were written on leaves of trees,
but having been rolled up in parcels and bu-
ried fo many ages, they cannot be opened but
with great difficulty. There is, however, a
gentleman employed by the King in this mu-
feum, who has contrived a kind of filk loom
in a glafs cafe, by which he 1s making fome
progrefs in the unfolding of them, and when
his Majefty fhall determine to make all thefe
manufcripts public they will be very intereft-
ing, fince they will convey to the prefent age
many ufeful ideas relative to the arts and
fciences of thofe verir remote times,

+* Tt mEm T ——mm o — e

LETTER XXXIV.

Nﬂfffi,. Mzzzj 18:, 1704 |

I spENT moft of my evenings clofe under
Veluvius, at the houfe of Sir James Douglas,
the
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LETTER XXXV.

Naples, May Igfb, 17094

I cALLED one morning on my friend Don
Filippo, and we paid a vifit to the very
ancient city Pompeia, which Dionyfius of
Halicarnaflus fays is more ancient than Her-
culaneum, as he defcribes the fituation of
Herculaneum to have been inter Pompeiam et
Neapolim, and it was entirely buried by the
afhes of Mount Vefuvius at the fame time
that Herculaneum was covered with afhes and
lava.

Pompeia was difcovered in the year 1755,
by a hufbandman in planting vines, whofe
fpade in digging the holes, ftruck upon fome
buildings: on which others more curious be-
gan to remove the rubbifh, and difcovered
vaft marble columns. His late Catholic Ma-
jefty, when King of Naples, being informed
of the fame, purchafed all the ground which
he thought buried that city, and began foon
after to uncover the buildings. The firft
difcovery was one of the gates of the city,
and by certain figns on the fame, it is fup-
pofed that it was confecrated to luxury and

pleafure. _ The
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examined the theatre, which has alfo been
cleared from the rubbifh ; and although not
fo large as that in Herculaneum, it is never-
thelefs more magnificently adorned with fta-
tues, paintings, infcriptions, and other an-
tiquities. 'There 1s likewife a large building;
in all probability once the barracks for fol-
diers, as in fome of the apartments were found
military arms fo well preferved that they may
even now be made ufe of. I muft not omit
to mention alfo a temple dedicated to the
heathen god Priapus, with a figure over the
gate which I will not explain. To this deity
the ancient worfhip was by no means fo lu-
dicrous as fome have conceived. The reli-
gious rites were performed in this temple by
priefts and virgins in the moft fervent man-
ner; and fuch as were permitted to celebrate
in that place of worfhip were firft examined,
and proved to be worthy of affifting thofe
who came there to invoke the deity; for as
his power was conceived to be propitious to
the increafe of the human race, the invoca-
tion of him was publicly performed with
the greateft regularity. My friend gave me
an account of thefe ancient ceremonies in

writing,

-
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pofing of the fith at as hard bargains as he
could; and then helped to draw afhore the
net, which I ftaid to fee effetted, and I bought
one of the fifh. In thefe occupations the
King frequently diverts himfelf, giving no
inconvenience to his fubjetts. I wifh the
fame could be faid of him in his more fre-
quent amufements of hunting and fhooting;
but I am told if any of the wild-boars or other
animals of chace were to range out of his
own parks or woods (where there are no
fences) into thofe of private gentlemen or
farmers, his majefty fends immediate com-
mands, that the-animals fhall not be killed
or driven away, and the owners of the lands
are ordered not to cut down any of the trees
or thrubs in the woods, but that they fhall
be kept as a covert for his ftrayed game. This
violent excefs of prerogative is too oppreflive
to animadvert on; for the proprietors of the
lands are not only prohibited from turning
into cafh their trees or woods, but their more
precious property of grain is confumed or
trampled on by animals, which they have not
in their power to kill or drive away. How
different is this infringement on property

from
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father told me that for fomewhat more I might
take her with me to Naples,* faying, that it
was his only child, and having no longer the
means of maintaining her, and as fhe was al-
moft thirteen years of age, he could not be
further burdened with her. I told him that
I did not intend to {tay long at Naples, but
that T would enquire for a fervant’s place for
her among my acquaintance. I afked him
if fthe could read, to which he replied that
he had no means to procure her fo high an
education. .
It 1s impofiible for e to give you a true
idea of the general ignorance and favagenefs
of peafants in the Neapolitan ftate; for were I
to defcribe them as they really are, you would
think that I was in fome barbarous country,
and not on the ground formerly fo renowned
for humanity and learning.

¥
—
C—

* This offer put me in mind of what is well known of pa-
rents in Georgia and Circaflia, on the Black Sea, felling their
young beautiful daughters to traders, who.go there for the
purpofe of buying them, and they are carried from thence to
Turkey, and on the Barbary coaft for fale.. The rich people
at Tunis, who do not like to take feveral wives, will often
purchafe fome of thofe females, who if they fall into diflike
are difpofed of again to others at a lefs price.

After
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agreed to it. Conceiving that his errand was
to obtain a little money, I went into my bed-
room to take out a trifle to give him, and re-
turning, found that he had taken off her
cloaths, and twirling her about, faid, that fthe
was a proper model for me to copy frum, fince
I was, as he faid, a painter.* He then ran
from the houfe, and left me in a fituation
more aukward than I can defcribe. I told
the girl to put on her cloaths, after which the
related that her father had been turned out of
his houfe for not having paid the rent, and
that her parents were come into the city to
feck employment. I ordered the fervant to
call a friend of mine, a lawyer, to confult
with him how I was to a¢t, but he being gone
to his country-feat and not to return till the
next day, I defired to fpeak with the miftrefs
of the houfe, of whom I begged to permit the
young woman to lay with one of her maids
till my friend came from the country. The

— e, R e i
—=

* This I fuppofe arofe from my {ketching fome views while
at his cottage. It 1s very common for parents to let out
their female children to painters and fculptors as ‘models,
the parents firlt firipping them naked for approbation of the

2 .
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mans, who were famed for protefting the
virtues of their families, and for the ftriét
punifhment of their vices! And what a fcene
do fuch miferable beings prf:fenf to us, com-
pared with thofe in Naples, who roll in excefs
of voluptuounfnefs!

Among other curiofities which I picked up
on the coaft, was alachrymal vafe very highly
varnifhed outfide, and fo I fuppofe it is with-
in. This latter I fhall not look for, as it is
clofely ftopped by the fame kind of earth that
~ the veflel 1s made of, and varnithed in the
fame manner. Its fhape 1s like a jug orvafe,
and may contain about one ounce. Thefe in
ancient times were held in the hand to catch
- the tears of thofe weeping over their deceafed
relations or friends,and when full, were put in-
to the fame tomb with the body,or into theurn,
in cafe the corple had been reduced to afhes.

The ties of affeCtion were then as they
ought to be, but it is far otherwife now; for
the mode of taking the corpfe fo foon after
death, and the method of interment of friends
and relations, without any lamentation, con-
fpire foon to blot out the remembrance of
them.

LETTER /






L 158 ]

4 letter was brought to Lady Hamilton fromi
the Queen, written in French by her Majefty’s
own' hand, exprefling her forrow that fome
{udden melancholy event* had prevented her
from being there, but fhe hoped that the
fong, (God fave great George our King) which
her ladyfhip had promifed fhould be fung in
her prefence, would not be omitted on ac-
count of her abfence. On which her lady-
thip defired the company to repair to the ball-
room, and the fong being fung we all joined
in chorus.

This morning I waited on Sir William, and
he conducted me to his lady’s apartments,
where her mufick-mafter was giving her lef-
fons; by which means I had the pleafing fa=
tisfaction to hear her ladythip fing feveral
favourite airs, and thé permitted me to read
the letter that fhe had received laft night from
the Queen, her majefty exprefling “ her dif=
‘ appointment at not being able to be prefent
“ to fee the moft loyal fubjects celebrating
‘ the birth-day of the beft of Kings.”

* Her Majefty had that evening received an exprefs of
the cruel execution at Paris of the amiable Princefs Elizabeth.

LETTER

- -
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LETTER XLIV.

Naples, fune gth, 1794.

I LAy at my friend’s houfe the 6th inftant,
in order to be in readinefs to fet out on our
little voyage to the bay of Naples. The huf-
band rofe very early to fetch the lady he at-
tended, and while his wife and I were taking
fomething for breakfaft, he drove up to the
door, and running haftily up ftairs, informed
us that his female friend had been taken ill
the preceding night, and that he was go-
ing in his coach to the further end of the
town for her phyfician. His wife feemed
greatly difappointed, afking her hufband what
was to be done. He begged to know if I
had any objection to accompany his wife, as
the boat and every thing was ready, for it
was, he faid, impoffible for him to go with
us under the prefent circumitance. Such
propofal I could not but accept, for which
he thanked me, and his wife’s coach being at
the door, we drove to the mole of the harbour,

and entering into the barge we rowed off.
We
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We had not proceeded three miles when a
little breeze of wind fpringing up, and the
fea being agitated, the lady became very fea-
fick. The mattraffes being laid, and the cur-
tains drawn, I placed her on them. She
begged for God's fake to be landed on any
part of the coaft, but I ordered the failors to
pull away for Mifenum, it being the moft
convenient place for landing.

We arrived at Mifenum at ten o’clock, but
the lady not being able to {tir, I diretted the
failors to haul the boat on the beach, and or-
dered her fervant to make fome {trong coffee,
utenfils for that purpofe having been put on
board, of which I gave her a bafon, and foon
after fhe fell into a found {leep. Awaking
about an hour afterwards, fhe apologized for
the trouble I had taken. We then left the
boat, accompanied by her fervant and one of
the failors to carry the provifions.

The lady was fo weak that we could not,
without ftopping, get further than the por-
tico of the ancient amphitheatre over Mife-
num. We had here a moft charming prof-
pect, being oppofite to Mount Vefuvius, and
only feparated from it by the bay of Naples.

M Sl
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It was now twelve o'clock, and Donnd
Maria confented to walk from thence to a
farm-houfe about a mile diftant, where I had
received fome civility in my former ramble on
that coaft. She holding by my arm, we took
the main road: “ This (faid I) is the very
« road through which the young Pliny con-
¢ dutted his tender mother in the year of
« Chrift 79, to preferve her from the de-
¢« ftructive thower of ftones and afhes which
‘“ ifTued from Vefuvius, in the terrible erup-
““ tion at that period, by which his uncle pe-
““ rithed near Stabia.” I have read (faid the
¢ lady) a tranflation into Italian from the
“ Latin of the two letters that young Pliny
¢ wrote to his friend Cornelius Tacitus, de-
¢ {cribing that difmal event. The filial love
< of that great young man was very different
¢ from children of the prefent time, who think
¢ that they are brought into the world for
‘ themfelves alone.” ¢ I hope, Madam, (faid
“ I) 1t will not be your cafe.” ¢ I have reafon,
¢ fir, to think it will not, and I fhall account
¢ myfelf happy if my children in growing up
¢ retain the like affe€tion for me, as I now
< have for my parents, who have been good
¢ to me beyond defcription.’ After
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After fitting down twice on the road we
arrived at the farm-houfe; and the farmer'’s
wife, her hufband not being at home, invited
us in, and fhewed a pleafing inclination to
accommodate us. We went up ftairs, and
from the window of a tolerable chamber there
was a fine view of the Mediterranean fea, and
of the iflands of Caprea, Procita, Ifchia, and
Nifida. We defired permiffion of the farmer’s
wife to {pread our cloth and eat fome dinner,
which fhe not only complied with, but helped
to arrange the table.. The fervant brought
up the bafket of provifions; one of the difhes
was a pigeon-pie, with maccaroni, oyfters,
and truffles, which he carried down to the
kitchen fire to warm, and of which I ate very
heartily. It was not fo with the poor lady,
{he ate but little, preferring fome coffee, which
was immediately made, and after drinking it,
{he begged the farmer’s wife to permit her to
repofe on the bed. The honeft woman foon
laid on a pair of fheets, and advifed the lady
to undrefs herfelf, and while fhe was prepa-
ring to go into bed, the fervant carried down
the provifions. I then left the room, and
told him to take out from the bafket thofe

M 2 things
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things which were allotted to hlmfcif and the
failor, and go to dinner. .

As foon as the lady was in bed I went to
her chamber, and finding her inclined to {leep,
left her in charge of the good hoftefs, and
began my walk, promifing to return at fix
o'clock. In this I was not fo very punétual,
as I had gone further than I firt propofed,
and did not come back to the farm-houfe till
eight o'clock in the evening, when I found
the lady ftill in bed, but very uneafy, fearing
that I had loft my way. As fhe had no defire
to get up, and begging to know what I had
feen, I fat down by her bed-fide, and related
to her that I had feen on the declivity of a
hill two rows of tombs, placed over each
other, but fo defaced by time as to leave very'
few veftiges to tell who were the ancient in-
habitants of thofe marble palaces.

On proceeding further, I entered into the
Elyfian fields formed by the ancient Romans,
who chofe this fpot for retirement in hc ful-
try heat of fummer. Here, whilft Generals,
Confuls, Emperors, fung and danced, trem-
bling nations dried up their tears, and for a
moment enjoyed life. |

: I have
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I have feen alfo the fmall remains of a vaft
croud of villas, where anciently the found of
warriors’ trumpets gave way to the melodious
notes of birds.

Near thofe villas, but diftant from each
other, are the melancholy ruins of the tem-
ples of Venus Genetrix, Diana, Mercury,
and the remains of the baths of Nero.

I have alfo had a diftant view of Bawa,
and Puozzole, formerly dedicated to pleafure,
where Cicero had a famous villa, for which
his friends blamed him, as he might have
built it in a more quiet retreat; and the phi-
lofopher Seneca, in travelling that road re-
fufed to fleep there even one night for fear of
being infected by pleafure. |

In my walk I faw Monte Nuovo, formed
in one night by the eruption of a volcano;
and at a diftance I viewed the ruins of feven
‘cities which once flourithed on that coatt.

I could not help frequently paufing on
thofe fine places, which nature feemed to have
“pointed out to relax the Romans from their
conquefts, or to forget them.

At other places I faw ruined theatres, which
were anciently filled with the great of Rome

™ 3 and



{ 166 |

and the beauties of Italy. And now, my good
lady, having told you all that I have feen
worthy of relating, I am heartily glad to fee
you in better health, and hope you will be
able to partake of the fupper, which I rejoice
to {ee placing on the table; for I have na other
apology to make to you for being abfent fo
long. < The apology fhould be mine, (faid
¢“the lady) for detaining you in this poor
« place, whereas, had it not been for me, we
‘“ fhould. have been better accommodated at
<< my friend’s houfe.at Baia, which I hape we
““ fhall reach to-morrow night. The fervant
having laid the fupper on a fmall table by the
‘bed-fide put an end to our compliments..
‘¢ The farmer’s.wife ({aid fhe) has been re-

“ markably attentive to me in your abfence,
« but I could not prevail upon her or her
« hufband to fup with us, though they pro-
« mifed to come after fupper; and would be
« thankful for fome of our wine.,” They ac-
cordingly came, and the wife taking me into
‘an adjoining room, faid, if I could put up
with a poor bed, it was there at my fer'.uce,
which 1 gl:a.t.’tl}r accepted _
: . 59T he
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merce. 'The merchants here have a conve-
niency of depofiting. in the cuftom-houfe,
duty free, whatever goods they import, till
they are fold or removed to other places: and
on my going thither to fe¢ the manner of
tranfacting bufinefs, I was frequently accofted
by many of the principal native merchants,
whom I had been accuftomed to fupply with
woollen manufactures before I left England,
requefting me to take their commiffions for
what . goods they were in want of, and they
were not a little difappointed at my inform-
ing them that I was not then in that line of
bufinefs. They, however, fhewed me much
civility on account of . our former commercial
intercourfe, as did: alfo many of thofe in the
inland towns with whom I had formerly cor-
refponded. And as there is fcarcely a trading
place in Italy where I had not fome connee-
tions of the kind, I found fuch acquaintances
on various occafions very neceffary.

- LETTER
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LETTER XLVL

Naples, fune 12th, 1794.

THE fituation of this city is very pleafing,
having before it a moft extenfive bay, with
an open view of the Mediterranean, which
the inhabitants believe to be the fineft in the
world. |

Among the various things that ftrike the
traveller in this metropolis, none is more un-
accountable than the exiftence for fo many
years of thofe people called Lazzeroni. The
number of them is fuppofed to be from twenty-
five to thirty thoufand. Some inhabit fiall
houfes in the worft end of the city; but the
greater part of them fleep at night in the open
ftreets or in the porches of houfes. Afew,Iam
told, have occupations, but of the loweft kind;
others live by fmall pilfering, and picking the
pockets of thofe who have occafion to pafs
through the ftreets they principally inhabit;
and a ftranger having his pocket picked had
better filently put up with the lofs, than make
any attempt to recover his property.

; A few
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A few years fince, when the King and
Queen were going to Vienna, on their paffing
through this city, their carriage was ftopped
by a concourfe of thofe Lazzeroni, who, after
affuring their Majefties that the city fhould
remain tranquil during their abfence, quietly
difperfed ; on the return of the royal family
the Lazzeroni again ftopped their carriage,
teftifying the higheft joy on their atrival:-

Ido not find that they have any quantity -
of arms among them, and whether it be from
long cuftom eftablithing their exiftence, from
fear, or infignificancy, I do not know, but
certain: it is' that: they. are a very large body
of (peoples’ moye. to be feared than otherwife,
and it is. imagined by fome that they receive
private pay from thofe of a fuperior rank.

Determining to leave the city, I waited
on S$ir ' William Hamilton, who furnifhed me
with a paffport formy journey, and as it was
my;intent to-go by the way of Caferta, Lady
Hamilton gave me a letter to Mrs. G»__reﬁ"er,
wife of ithe Qy_ecn’s;jgardﬂncr there; you will
therefore foon hear from me on my journey

towards bome. . . S
- The
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days paft the fun and moon had an uncom-

“mon reddifth colour, and a very denfe vapour
had furrounded Vefuvius a {mall diftance be-
low its crater, and that he had the preceding
night felt a fmart fhock of an earthquake,
attended with hollow murmurings in the
mountain, which he thought to prognofticate
fome extraordinary convulfions.

Returning to Naples I called on my friend
at Portici, who told me that the inhabitants
of Refina, fituated at the foot of Mount Ve-
fuvius, and over the ancient buried town of
Herculaneum, had heard the night before a
rumbling noife in the bowels of the moun-
tain; and that he, by the help of his eleétro-
meter, had perceived for fome days paft that
the atmofphere round and over the mountain
was highly charged with ele€tric fluid. He
alfo faid that he had felt laft night and early
this morning fome fhocks. of earthquake,
which I told him muft have been the. fame
that I had felt at Naples. Such fhocks he
{aid, had been alfo lately felt in the Campagna
Felice, and that the fky over the mountain
the preceding evening, for fome hours, had
been very clear, but was afterwards covered
with black clouds. Having
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Having communicated to him what the
Capuchin friar had told me, we took a walk
clofe to the bafe of the mountain, and enter-
ing a.cottage, whofe inhabitants he knew, we
found them frightened at the rumbling noife
which they had a few minutes before heard.
‘We went with the cottager to his {fmall gar-
den clofe to the houfe, and fitting down on
the ground with our backs againft the bafe of
the mountain, we not only heard the mur-
murings which he had defcribed, but felt the
earth under us tremble like fhaken jelly.

It being now dark, we got up, and walking
towards his houfe at Portici, we perceived the
atmofphere fuddenly enlightened, and looking
back on Vefuvius we faw a large globe of fire
thrown out from its crater to a vaft height,
which burfting, illuminated fparkles {treamed
from it in its fall. A fecond and third globe,
though much larger, fucceeded each other,
" and the eleftric matter, after the burfting of
the globes, was more vivid than the former.

From thefe colleted circumitances we be-
gan to entertain ideas that fomething extra-
ordinary would foon iflue from this immenfe
Chimneyof Nature, thecircumferenceof which

muft
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muft be more than twelve miles; the height
from the bafe to the top of the cone not much
lefs than four thoufand feet: the depth un-
der the bafe no mortal can fathom.

It beginning to be late I took leave of my
friend, and came to Naples.

LETTER XLVIIL

Rome, Sfune 23d, 1794.

IN my letter of the 12th inftant from Na-
ples, you fee me determined to leave that city,
but really quite out of humour with Mount
Vefuvius, for not having treated me with any
thing more than infignificant fmoke during
my two months abode in its vicinity. _

After I had difpatched that letter to you, I
went to bed, where I was alarmed with a
fmart fhock of an earthquake, which was re-
peated a few minutes after, with undulatory
tremblings from eaft to weft. I foon fell into
a fleep, but was roufed at four in the morning
of the 13th by another much more fevere. " ¥

then went to the window, from whence I
- ubﬁ::_‘ved
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after, I was alarmed with a moft tremendous
burft or explofion, much more terrible than
that which I had heard from my window at
Leghorn laft year, when the Scipio, a French
fhip of 74 guns, blew up in the bay of that
city. I was not long in doubt of the caufe,
as the people in the ftreets were running and
erying that Vefuvius was on fire, and that the
fea was rifing. Many of the inhabitants be-
took themfelves with their families to the
high mountain near the caftle of St. Elmo,
while others ran for fafety into the open
places of the city, which were quite illumi-
nated by the inflamed fky over the mountain.
I did not leave my bed till I found the
fervants and all other lodgers had quitted the
houfe, which was in a continual trembling,
but not fo fevere as before the explofion.—
Finding my fituation become more critical,
together with the difmal and unintelligible
jargen and cries of the people in the ftreets,

I drefled myfelf and went out. |
I ran firft for fafety to the Largo Caftello,
being the greateft fquare in the city; but the
confufion already there, by means of a vaft
crowd of people, horfes and coaches crammed
together,
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thunder, and the fight of the mountain was
{uddenly intercepted by immenfe columns of
athes* which iflued from thence. One of
thofe columns, being finer and lighter than
the reft, was foon conveyed over the fpot
where I was fitting. 'This brought to my re-
collection Pliny’s letter to Cornelius Tacitus,
defcribing the eruption of Vefuviusin the year
of Chrift 79, when his uncle was fuffocated at
Stabia, (now called Caftello mare) as I men-
tioned in my letter of the 21ft of May, when
he and his mother, were in imminent dan-
ger of being buried under a thower of {coriz
and afhes at Mifenum. Thereupon, taking
up my drawings,+ I thought it prudent to
quit the Mole and return home; which could
not eafily be effected, as I had to pafs the
numerous proceflions before-mentioned, com-
pofed chiefly of females with dithevelled

B L —m—m el e

* Had thefe columns fallen on Naples, inftead of immer-
fing into the fea, that city would have become one common
crave for the whole of its inhabitants, as formerly was the cafe
with the ancient cities of Pompeia and Stabia.

+ The principal of which was taken when the river of lava
was running down the mountain over Torre del Greco, which I
thaded and coloured a few days afterwards, while the blaze
was warm in my imagination. This drawing I fhall pre-
ferve, and at a future time have it engraved.

hair
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duced to mifery by the lofs of their property
at Torre del Greco, and my mind having
been kept {o long on a full ftretch of various
ideas, were fufficient caufes to prevent me
from taking any reft. My eyes alfo were
become very painful, by the hot fulphureous
particles floating in the air while I was at
the Mole;* although for the moft part of
the time they were fhaded with an hand-
kerchief.

At two o'clock in the afternoon of the
fame day, feeing the thape of the mountain
very much altered, I got into a coach, with
an intent to get as near as poffible to it, in
order examine the devaftations that had been
made the preceding night, but on coming
clofe to the bafe of Vefuvius, I could perceive
nothing diftinctly; the atmofphere being very
dark, occafioned by a new and fudden fall of
hot afhes, and the volcanic eleCtricity flathing
about the cone, made it dangerous to con-
tinue there any longer. The coachman alfo
defired me to return, as he had no fcreen left,
the umbrella which I had lent him being
burnt full of holes.

* The unhappy effe@ts of which I flill retain.































[ 194 ]

a very fmall part only of the money which hs
owed, on condition that he fhould ufe every
means in his power to affift me in recovering
what was due to me from D

The referees, difcovering that he had acted
otherwife, would have called him to a fevere
account, but he left Leghorn and went.to
Naples; on which they made a voluntary de-
claration to ferve me in cafe of need on any
future day, which they alfo ordered to be co-
pied into the factory-books; it being too long
and uninterefting, I fhall only give you an
extrat from the fame.

‘““ We do further declare that it was owing
¢« to the great humanity of Mr. B that
« we did not in our award fet forth more
« groffly the conduct of M——, for had we
« done fo, 1t would have hindered him from
¢ doing Mr. B any differvice; but we fee
« our error by this too great lenity, for inftead
“of M being of any ufe to Mr. B——
¢ in the recovery of his effects from D
¢« we are firmly convinced that he has left no
¢ ftone unturned, not only to prevent him
‘““ from obtaining his effetts, but has done
“ every thing in his power to prejudice him.
| “ Whereas,_
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¢« Whereas, we declare the condu& of Mr.

¢« B—— has been ftrongly marked with can-
‘“ dour, integrity, honour, and generofity.”
« (Signed) Tuaomas Harr.

 Leghorn. GEeorGE RENNER.”

You will fee by my letter of the 24th of
~ March, that I was charged with a pacquet to
deliver to the Britifth envoy at Naples. On
my arrival there, I demanded of M the
payment of what he owed to me, but inftead
of complying, I received threats, and was ad-
vifed by fome friends to take care of my per-
fon; his fingle attack did not in the leaft
intimidate me, though I ufed precautions
againft thofe offered by affaffins, which are
eafily procured in that country.

At length Sir William Hamilton kindly
undertook the fettlement, which, though pro-
ductive of a {fmall fum in proportion to the
debt; I accepted, being convinced that what
Sir William was pleafed to do was purely to
ferve me, as he thought from delay it might
be worfe ; and at my leaving Naples he de-
clared to the proconful, Mr. Davenport, that
my conduct in every point was moft honour-
able, and he defired it might be fo reported.
| 0 2 I had
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I had a fell verditt in my favour at Edin-
burgh before the Lords of Seffions againft
D——, but he and M infamoufly ad-
vifed another perfon in England-to attach the
money, and by that means prevented it from
being paid to me; and while I was fending
vouchers from Leghorn to prove the illegality
of the attachment, D ..was thrown into
gaol for demanding payment from the under-
writers for the lofs of a fhip and cargo which
never exifted, and became infolvent; on which
I'received aletter from Lord Gardenftone,
advifing me, if my bufinefs:would permit,:to
come immediately to Edinburgh, having no
doubt-of my recovering heavy damages againft
him who had falfely depofed ih order to fub-
ftantiate his claim onmy effects ; his lordfhip
adding, that although he!would not'be on
the Bench, ' at trying the' caufe; yet, as'I had
been fo! bafely treated;, He would do every
thing in: his power to.affift me; as the claim-
ant’s depofition was falfe, and the action to-
tally illegal. = Asyou are now in pofleffion of
the whole tranfaction,’ I give you permiffion
to {hew this letter to whom you pleafe. = ¥+

e |

P. S. Yefterday,
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company were not of the firft nobility, yet
many of them were of diftin€tion, and agree-
able and polite in their behaviour. She had
three rooms open on fuch occafions; and
gentlemen who were not fond of cards found
a full fcope of other entertainment in the
converfation of agreeable women, generally
about thirty in number, many of whom were
handfome, eafy, and graceful.

Walking one evening in the rooms with
Signora Carolina, and relating to her what I
had heard and feen at a breakfaft given by a
young couple the morning after marriage;
¢ We are not (faid fhe) the only people con-
¢ demned for freedom of fpeech on particular
¢ fubjecls, but I perceive that your noble coun-

¢ trywoman Lady Wortley Montague writes
¢ moft freely on the cuftom of the Turkifh
¢ ladies, which the witneffed on going into
¢ the bagnio apartments at Adrianople. So
¢ that your Englifh ladies can talk and joke
« with as much freedom as we Romans.—
Cards being over, we were joined by Signor
Pietro, her cicifbeo, to whom fhe repeated
what we had been talking of, and alfo the
difcourfe we had at her fifter’s houfe at Ter-

racina,
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LETTER LVL

Rome, uly 4tb, 1794.

HOSPITALS for the fick in this city are
fupported by the ftate, and the phyficians
who attend them are paid in the like man-
ner; the Director or provider of neceffaries
for the hofpital, is generally a nobleman, whe
draws on the f{tate for the expences.

Walking a few days fince with fome phy-
ficians in one of the principal hofpitals, I
vifited the apothecary’s apartment, and on
examinings the drugs,* found many of them
of ordinary quality, and others which by age
had loft their powers. The phyficians were
pleafed that I had taken notice of thofe de-
fects, and agreed in opinion with me that
the fuccefs of prefcriptions was frequently
ineffeCtual from the bad quality of drugs.
The apothecary, who heard our difcourfe,
informed the Director what had paffed; and

e

—_—————— ———

* Many kinds of drugs are brought from the Levant to
Leghorn for fale, and as Englifh merchants receive frequent
commiffions for them, I had the opportunity to know their
good or bad qualities. -

the



P 208 |

the next morning, while I was at breakfaft
with a relation of the Pope’s fecretary, he
entered my chamber without ceremony, and
in a haughty tone faid he was come to demand
fatisfa&tion for the affront I had given him,
by finding fault with his hofpital. Surprifed
at this unexpected vifit, I told him that the
faults which I had remarked were only con-
cerning the bad quality of the drugs, and that
I would maintain the affertion; on which he
{uddenly left the room, muttering as he went
out that he would feek revenge. The gen-
tleman then at breakfaft with me, having
advifed my not going out till his return,
immediately left me, and informed the Pope’s
fecretary of the circumftance, who commu-
nicated the fame to his Holinefs.

In the afternoon I received a meflage from
the fecretary, and was by him conduéted to
the apartment of the Pope, who interrogated
me on my reafons for vifiting the hofpitals,
and on the defetts I had difcovered in them.
On being prefented by the fecretary with an
order to vifit whatever hofpitals I thought
proper in the Papal ftate, I approached his
Holinefs, to have the honour of kifling his

hand,
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hand, which he held out for that purpofe;
and giving me his blefling, I departed. On
returning to my lodgings, I found a foldier at
. thedoor, who informed me that he had orders
to accompany me wherever I went; but the
next day I difmifled him, as Signora Carolina
had favoured me with a coach during my ftay
in Rome; and on going to her converfation
that evening, I was informed that the-apo-
thecary’s fhops in all the hofpitals were to
undergo an immediate inveftigation.

[ e

LETTER LVIL

- Rome, July s5th, 1794.

HAVING related one evening to Signora
Fauftina what I had feen near Vilatri, (as
mentioned in my letter of the 14th of April)
concerning the wretched fituation of a family
of cottagers; *That, fir, (faid the worthylady)
¢ 1s not fo much the defett of the laws, as the
¢ fault of the owners of the lands, who ought
¢ to {ee their own poor better provided for.”
““ You, madam, (faid I) treat your peor bet-

s - )
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LETTER LVIIIL

Rome, Fuly 12th, 1794.

HAVING been feveral times in Rome and
Naples, I frequently vifited the civil and cri-
minal courts. One cafe I related to you in
my letter of the 21ft of April, of a man who
was executed at Naples, but who ought rather
to have been confined as a madman, for fuch
he really was. I will now mention another
cafe, which alfo happened at Naples, of a
young man of a noble family who murdered
the hufband of a woman he had debauched.
On his trial one of the evidences againft him
fet forth that he killed the hufband with a
piftol in a lane leading to his houfe, on each
fide of which were hedges full of fhrubs.
The prifoner’s advocate faid, that it had not
been proved before the court that there ever
was {uch alane, and therefore petitioned that
infpettors fhould be fent to examine the fpot,
and the fentence deferred five days: The
judges (who were fuppofed to have been
bribed) fent two perfons to examine the fpot.

' | The.
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of chirurgical preparations of human bodics
of both fexes, where there are naked figures of
men and women 1n wax as large as-life, ex-
ceedingly well executed and coloured, which
are, doubtlefs, of ‘great ufe to the ftudents of
that profeflion.

The Gallery belonging to the Grand Duke
is a moft noble edifice, fupported on each fide
by colonnades, under which are a variety of
large fhops; whence  afcending’ by a moft
noble ftair-cafe, you .come to a vaft ga]lcry,
- which:contains an immenfe number -of pic-
tures, ftatues, buftos,’ intaglios, and'other
works of eminent artifts, regularly arranged
in different apartments; the floors of which
are carpeted in the winter, and a gentleman
is appointed to {hew- and explain gratis this
valuable collection.

The marble {tatue of Venus dc Medlms,
ftanding on a pedeftal in the centre of one
of the rooms, ftrikes every beholder with
admlratmn, and very few can avoid walking
feveral times round it, as-if impelled to gaze
on' this  copy of excellent beauty. By the
gentle Bend of the body, and pofitionrof the

hands, “$he artift ‘intended to fhew ' that the
original
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LETTER LX,

Leghorn, July 20th, 1794.

HAVING given you a fmall idea of the
laws of Tufcany, I will tell youthat the good
order of the inhabitants 1s not kept up by a
ftanding army, as the regular troops do not
amount to more than four thoufand; but per-
haps there are more than five times that num-
ber of private {pies among people of different
ranks, who have a fmall pay for their fervices,
and in cafe of the commiffion of any crime,
the offender is eafily deteted. In thofe
families who have two or more fervants, one
of them is certainly a fpy, though unknown
to the mafter. This is much difliked by fo-
reigners, but I never faw it attended with any
bad confequence; on the contrary, thofe who
att with propriety are more fecure, and need.
not be athamed to have their actions known
to the prince.

I alfo inform you that Leghorn is a free
port, whither all merchants, even of countries
at war with the ftate, may come and trade,
and you ma}r fee every day on the Exchange

merchants
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of his Holinefs, which I fear will not be in
favour of meagre days.

The general trade from Great-Britain and
her colonies to Italy is of vaft importance, as
almoft every article of Englith manufactures
are imported. -

“The infide of genteel houfes are adorned

with Englifh furniture, and Eaft and Weft-
India goods are greatly confumed by refpe&-:
able families.
" All kinds of Britifh falted fifh, both“et and
dry, are imported in great abundance; 3nd
fuch families muft be poor indeed who c;mnnt
purchafe fome for their meals on faﬁ-d&ya

' Thefe importations into Italy in time of
peace are brought by Enghfh fhips, in num-
ber from eight to nine hundred yezﬁly.’_'

If it be computed that there are in all Ttaly
no more than fixteen millions of fouls, we may
allow eight millions to be clothed in Britifh
manufactures, and that twelve millions of
people, in fome degree, have at their table
three days per weck fome fort of Britifh falted
fith.

This commerce, fo exceedingly beneficial, 1
hope will be watched and well protected dur-

ing
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[uxurious dram, by the like parity of reafon=
ing, inoculation for the fmall-pox might be
objected to, as it was firft adopted for pur-
- pofes of the higheft luxury; for it is well
known that for fome ages inoculation has been
practifed by the inhabitants of Georgia and
Circaffia in order to preferve the beauty of
their female children. Thefe two provinces
on the Black Sea continue to pay a yearly
tribute to the Grand Signor of a certain num-
ber of virgins, chofen by people fent by him
for the purpofe. The parents efteem it an
honour to have their children fo difpofed of ;
for which reafon they attend to the growth
of them with much anxiety, and more fo,
as the price of their children is paid by the
province according to their beauty. On their
being brought to Conftantinople, the Grand
Signor makes choice of thofe he fancies for
his own feraglio, and diftributes the reft in
prefents to his ftate officers.

A noble lady of our country was the caufe
not many years fince of bringing to England
that happy fecret of inoculation, which at
firft, like opium, was practifed with fear and
caution ; but finding by experience its falutary

effect,
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effect, it 1s now univerfally adopted, by which
long ficknefs is prevented, and many hun- .
_ dreds of lives are yearly faved, to the honour-
able memory of the noble perfonage who took
great pains to introduce it into practice.—
For although it behoves every individual in
fociety to help their fellow creatures with part
of what Providence has bounteoufly beftowed
-on them, yet it 1s a pleafing fenfation to have
merited well of our country, by introducing
any new cuftom for the greater happinefs of
.our fellow-citizens.

The Italian ladies are very fubjet to the
difagreeable complaint of pimples and erup-
tions in the face; and as it is looked on as a
great temporary imperfection of beauty, the
cure is attended to with more anxiety than
that of any other diforder. For this malady
they are in’'pofleflion of a remedy, which
feldom fails of the defired effet, and of which,
among my other obfervations, I have taken
notice.

Debility of conftitution is very prevalent
in Italy, frequently in confequence of the
‘immoderate intercourfe of the fexes; and this
1s not leffened by that fafhionable cuftom of

. intimacy
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tion for the fmall-pox, yet I cannot help
obferving that her ladyfhip’s fears were ill-
founded, when fhe faid in one of her letters,
¢« I fhould not fail to write to fome of our
« dotors very particularly about it, if I knew
« any of them who had virtue enough to
« deftroy fuch a confiderable branch of their
“ income,” &e. I have a much higher opi-
nion of the goodnefs of their hearts, and 1
believe they would readily give up any part
of their profit, by adopting new medicines
or practice, which they conceive would be
beneficial to mankind; and there can be no
ftronger proof of their difintereftednefs, than
their unremitting attention to the poor, and
to the fick in our hofpitals in England.

I faw many things in the Italian hofpitals
that would be of great medical fervice in my
own country; thefe, with other phyfical ob-
fervations, I communicated to Dr. Patten,*
whom I mentioned to you in my letter of the
fifth of April laft.  He conceiving they would

s

e - e

« Heé matried thé fitter of my coufin Peter Brooke, efq;
of Mere, in Chethire, and had two confiderable church li-
vings, one at Childrey in Berkthire, the other at Warrington
in Lancathire, - "

be
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fend you by.the firlt perfon I can find going
to Switzerland, (as it will be too heavy for
the poft) on which I fhall defire your opi-
nion; and as you do not now practife the
law, I fhall referve payment of a fee till I fee
you 1in Italy.

You will obferve how I lament the death
of Dr. Patten, he being the principal evidence
to the above-mentioned claim, which now can
only be fupplied by his letters; copies of fome
of them I have fent to the perfon on whom I
have fuch claim, together with a few letters
of my late coufin Jonas Langford Brooke,
efq; to me; which will, I truft, convince his
{furviving affeCtionate brother that Dr. Patten
was incapable of teftifying to an unjuft claim;
and that I would not dare to mention it,
unlefs founded on honour and truth. On
thefe grounds, and to give you an idea of that
worthy man’s principles, I now fend you para-
graphs of fome of his letters to me in Italy;*
and although it may appear like vanity in me,

- # T beg leave to apologife for troubling the reader’ with a
perufal of private letters, but think it neceffary from the fame
canfe I mentioned in my letter from Rume, .]’uly lﬂ 1794,

inferted page '103.

} I cannot
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«« every earthly bleffing, if a good confcience
« does but with its precious ointment touch
« the wards. Let me congratulate you on
« that alfo, with which, I believe, no man is
¢« better provided.

¢« Your account of the Carthufian friars is
¢ very entertaining and inftructive. It re-
¢« minds us what true religion is, by thewing
¢« us what it is not. It is not leading a ufe-
¢« lefs life in ftately folitude. Religion and
« yirtue confift in aétion alone, in fuch ation
¢« as 1s regulated by a heart that is (as an
<« Apoftle defined it) right towards Gop; or
« (as our Saviour ftiled it) an boneft and good
¢« heart. All appendages of religion, except
¢« fuch as tend to derive the influences of the
« Spirit of God into our fouls, are the mere
< trappings hung on it by vanity and folly.”

Among my various remarks to Dr. Patten;
Iinformed him that the Grand Duke Leopold
had nearly ftirred up a rebellion, in attempt-
ing to make fome reformation in the efta-
blifhed religion, on which he remarked as
follows:—

« T agree with you that refnrmatlnr_rzaf
¢ religion 1s a very difficult undertaking.

The
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« My time of life cannot promife me, with
« any fort of affurance, that I fhall ever have
« the happinefs of meeting youin this world;
 and fuppofing the future ftate to refemble
“ this in the pleafing interview of friends,
«] fhall, if accounted worthy of heaven,
« affure myfelf of meeting you there.

« 1 have been reading Socrates’ converfa-
« tion to his friends the day on which he
¢ drank the poifon, and find that he enter-
* tained doubts like mine. Having lived a
« life of temperance and piety, he faid, I hope
« Tam going where 1 fhall enjoy the fociety of
< the Gods and of good men; of this latter point
¢ indeed, I am not fo confident, but I enter-
¢« tain with perfect confidence the expeéta-
«¢ tion of being admitted among the gods.
« It is not wrong to amufe ourfelves ‘with
« hopes that may after all prove vain and
<« childith; but if they fhould prove fo—if
« we thould not fee our earthly friends, we
<« are well aflured that the pure in beart fhall
« fee Gob. |

« I fhall now tell you news of the happy
« marriages of fome of your relations.—

st The youngeft fifter of your late -coufin
\ {4 J e B
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¢ T have not been able, my dear fir, to write

« to you {o long, fince my time has been fo
‘« anxioufly engaged, as to have made it dif-
< ficult to attend to other concerns than that
« which feemed to fwallow up every other.
¢« The declining health of a moft dear and
¢« ever-pleafing companion has kept me for
“ many months paft in a perpetual alarm,
« and agitation of mind; and the calamity
¢ has increafed of late fo faft, and is now fo
 imminent, that I feel myfelf ftill lefs and
« lefs able to turn my eyes from it te-any
<« other objett. = We were eight days on our
«¢ journey from Childrey, .and my poor fick
¢ companion had the comfort of finding her-
¢ felf at the end of them in the. circle of
 her_ affectionate, and beloved fiiends. at
S Dareifbury, where {he has been every day
¢« giving  frefh tokens. of her .approaching
« diffolution; and whenever it happen's,j Ican
« confidently fay fhe will not leave behind her
¢ in -this world a foul more pure; and more
<« qualified for that blefled ftate into which
¢ {he will be removed. My lofs (whenever it
¢ falls upon me) will be as inexpreflible as
‘ irreparable, ‘but will ferve to create in my
¢ mind
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ladies here have received a licence from the
Pope to fee the noble Carthufian. convent,
{ix miles from hence;* 1 fhall be of the party,
being well acquainted with the prior, who
defired me to fix the day for our vifit, when,
I dare fay, we fhall have an elegant meagre
dinner. This convent is feven hundred feet
{quare, and the moft magnificent in Italy;
each friar has two fmall rooms, to which their
dinner is carried, as they never dine together
but on particular days, when they are per-
mitted to converfe, but the prior and reftor
are not under this reftri¢tion. Over the fu-

pesb portal of the entrance is infcribed, Ob
beata Solitudo.

The prior of this convent annually makes
me a prefent of a dozen flafks of virgin oil, fo
called, becaufe the olives when ripe, being
hung up in a net, are {queezed only by their
own weight; by which mode of preffure it is
infinitely more delicate than that which 1s
extratted by a prefs. The tafte of this oil is
equal to the fineft butter, and could not bc
purchafed but at a greater price.

s —_—— |
* Without fuch licence no female can be admitted.

LETTER
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up to gather them, but the tightnefs of her
drefs prevented her from getting both feet on
the feat, the foot that was on the marble {li-
ding too far, fo ftrained the breeches that they
were {plit from ftem to ftern.

I defired a lay-brother to fetch her great-
coat, and to tell his taylor to bring a needle
and thread; for the breeches were almoft di-
vided into two parts, and were kept together
only by the waiftband, therefore fhe could
not well ftir, till they were repaired. The
lay-brother having brought the great-coat, 1
put it on her, and foon after we faw the
taylor running acrofs the garden towards us:
¢ I won’t have this grealy fellow ({ays fthe)
¢ to handle me over;’ « Why then, madam,
¢ I muft be your taylor:” and kneeling down,
with the thread about my neck, I fet about
repairing the forefail. « Diavolo!” (cried I)
¢ What is the matter?’ (faid the peeping friar)
““ T have pricked my finger terribly, fir.”—
‘ For God’s fake (faid the lady) make hafte,
¢ that we may get into the houfe, as it is
¢ growing dark.;’ Uncouthly as I did the
the bufinefs, it was fufficient to enable her to
walk with the great coat round her, and

4 Father -
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After the friar had left us at night, we fet-
tled the preliminaries for repofe; and as the
bed was very large, the long cufhion of a fofa
was placed in the middle as a barrier.  'When
the lady was in bed, I delivered her fhattered
rigging to the taylor, that it might be re-
paired. In the morning the taylor opened
the chamber door, (which I thought locked)
and was abruptly running with the breeches
towards the bed; but I ftopped him fhort,
being myfelf already drefled. Conceiving that
he thought my pretended fon was a female,
to prevent further difcovery, I faid to him,
¢ Look you, fir, I infift that you will {ay
« nothing of what you have feen, as I well
« know you have before now been privy to
« admiflion of females into the convent;”
then giving him a fmall prefent, defired him
to inform Father Francis that in half an hour
we fhould be glad to have breakfatt.

The lady put on the breeches, which had
been bunglingly repaired by the monaftic
taylor, and I advifed her never again to bring
contraband goods 1nto an enemy’s garrifon;
« for if you are now permitted to retreat un-
¢ difcovered, 1t will be from the good-nature

“of
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dinner; when delivering the tattered fattin to
her hufband, fhe related the fcene in the con-
vent garden, at which he was highly diverted.
The next day I took leave of them, and de-
parted for Leghorn.

Y LETTER LXVIIL
Pifa, fan. 12th, 1796.

I wiLL now give you fome obfervations on
the cuftoms of Italy, which have hitherto
pafled unnoticed.

The houfes are from three to five ftories
| high; each floor is for the refidence of one
family, in which a fire feldom happens, and
when it does, it cannot eafily communicate to
the next houfe, as the principal walls are three
feet thick. The door and window-cafes of
all houfes being of freeftone or marble, the
floors brick, and the walls of the rooms
painted inftead of being furnifhed with hang-
ings, contribute much to the fafety of houfes
againft fire, _

Over the gate of the houfes of many of the
naobility in Florence hangs an empty flafk, as

afign
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City to go to their country-palaces, the parents
in the neighbourhood {end their daughters
away to fome diftance, to prevent their being
debauched, and wait in fear and dread for the
arrival of their defpotic lord.  The cafe is far
different with the farmers and tenants of our
Englith nobility, as they {peak with. pleafure
of their lord coming to his country-feat, and
he looks on them as his friends. = This is not
the cafe with the nobility only; but our pri-
vate gentlemen of fortune,’ who refide in the
country, are looked up to by theu‘ poor. ne,lgh-
bours as friends and protettors.: .

1 do not {ay that fome {uch cham&ers are
not to be found in Italy; I have had the good
fortune to be acqumnted with feveral moft
worthy families. ‘

The King, of Naples is fometmms, p.b,fep;
from court on his hunting-parties +aknd: female
vifits, fo that the cares of ftate! center gene-
rally in his Excellency Mr. Acton, an Enm
man. The Queen, it is faid, is not without
her amufements, and is thought fometimes
to interfere in affairs of ftate. In reports of
the former they exceed the truth, buJ; the lat-

- ter her friends do not deny. 2981719
As
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and the theatres and all other places of amufe-
ment are more thronged on Sunday nights
than on any other.

In the fummer there are vacations of ope-
ras, and the theatres are then hired by Strioni,
{ftrolling-players) who, to pleafe the lower
clafs of people, perform comedies of their
own compofing, full of low buffoonery or
downright bawdry. Their novels are gene-
rally of the fame kind, fo that it is not fur-
prifing the morals of the people are fo much
depraved; yet there are fome families who
have not imbibed fuch bad principles.

You will recollect that, in a former letter, I
mentioned my having {pent an agreeable day
with a family at Torre del Greco, before that
city was deftroyed by the eruption from mount
Vefuvius; I will now mention fome particu-
lars refpecting ‘them.

* A banker of Naples dying, lcft a widow, a
daughter, and a fon; the latter being obliged
by law to provide for his mother and fifter,
placed them in a {mall houfe feparate from
his own, and provided a maid-fervant to at-
tend them. A young man, who, prior to that
event had paid his addrefles to the fifter, con-

tinued
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pentance knocking at the door of confcience,
informed him what he ouglit to do; where-
upon he wrote a letter to the injured lady,
faying, if fhe would forgive his former un-
kind behaviour, he would prevent her from
taking the veil, apd marry her. She did not
helitate to return the withed-for anfwer; and
on receipt of it the lover ran to her brother,
telling him his intention of marriage, and
that he wanted no dowry with her. The
brother confented to his fifter being taken
from the convent, and they were immediately
married. The hufband took his mother-in-
law to live with him, and the foundling was
alfo broughthome. Afew years having elapfed
in ‘mutual felicity, and their family increa-
fing, the brother propofed to live with them,
intending never to marry, and to leave all his
pofleflions to his fifter at his death ;' this was
accepted, and they now live together in the
moft affeltionate manner. |
Inftead of concealing what had pafied, the
hufband’s original letter and his wife’s anfwer
are placed in a frame hung m their bed-
chamber, which I faw and read.: o0 00
The day after the eruption of mount Vefu-
vius, I went to Torre del Greco, and enquiring
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it was clofe to my garden, inclining that way.
I have feveral times examined it, and difco-
vered that the foundation on that fide had
funk. ‘This, I believe, is the true caufe of its
prefent pofition, though fome others are of a
different opinioms but I am certain that an
‘architet who could conftruét fo beautiful an
edifice, would not have placed it in that lean-
ing form in order to give the eye pain.

On the other fide, {feparate from the church,
is Il Campo Santo, or the burying-ground, fix
hundred feet long and four hundred wide,
inclofed by a very high wall. On entering
into it, we are firuck with the magnificence
and beauty of that fuperb cloifter, of late years
the place of interment for the Pifans, though
now not ufed for that purpofe, as the Grand
Duke Leopold has lately conftructed another
Campo Santo one mile from the city. - Around
the cloifters are a vaft number of ancient
Greek and Roman f{tone tombs and maufo-
leums ftanding on their pedeftals. Scriptural
and hiftorical ancient paintings in high pre-
fervation adorn the fpacious walls ; all which
give the building a moft folemn appearance.
As 1t was, within two hundred yards of my
- | e G houfe,
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houfe, and having free accefs, I often in
{ummer fpent fome hours there; being de-
fended from the fun, it was a charming cool
retreat, and well adapted for the adoration of
the Supreme Being, and private meditation.

The amufement of cicifbeifm is more ge-
neral in inland cities than in fea-ports, and I
do not know one family here who exclude
themfelves from that cuftom. The Grand
Duke Leopold made an attempt to alter this
fathion, but could not fucceed; it was not, he
declared, on account of the fuppofed crimi-
nality, but fuch attachments prevented men
of genius from purfuing their ftudies, and
arts and {fciences were thus neglected.

Highly dignified perfons at Rome are alfe
{o attached. Some of the cardinals being
one morning at an audience with the prefent
Pope, and converfing on this fubje&, one of
them thanked God that he had no {uch con-
nection; at which his Holinefs fmiling, afked
the cardinal for a pinch of fnuff; ¢ I have not
¢ that vice, holy father,’ (faid he.) < Ah!
¥ (replied the Pope) if your eminence thought
¢ 1t a vice, you wnuld have been in poﬂ‘:ﬂion
“ of it long ago.”
‘ LETTER
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Leaving Dantzig, I went down the coaft of
Pomerania to Elfinore, where dining with
the Englith Conful in company with the then
Captain Onflow, I accepted his invitation to
fail with him in the Humber man of war for
England, and during the voyage he treated
me in a polite and friendly manner.

In'the beginning of November, the fhip
unfnrtunate]y {truck on fome hidden rocks or
fand banks north of Yarmouth Roads, and fhe
became a perfect wreck; but fortunately, the
next day we were taken up by a floop of war,
together with that part of the crew which
had not perifhed, and we happily arrived at
’Yarmnuth

“The good dlfmplme kept up by Captain
- Onflow during the voyage caufed him to be
lmred and feared, and his cnmmands were
well obeyed even after the fhxp became a
wreck; therefore I am not furprifed that Ad-
nural Duncan s efforts were fo well feconded
by Admiral Onflow in the memorable action
Ja.uth the Dutf:h fleet,

LETTER
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ber, at midnight, awokem e; refufing to re-
turn, {faying that he had feen and heard what
I believe was only in his imagination.

The like prejudices are prevalent in Italy,
and were I to recount the variety of ftories of
this kind, they would fill a large volume; yet
I'am apt to think that the idea of fuch goblins
1s partly kept up by people walking in their
fleep, which 1s more common in this warm
climate than in countries more northern.

However, not to repeat the many ferious
as well as ridiculous ftories that I have heard,
I'will give you ene inftance, by a letter I re-
ceived from a friend of mine at Venice, of
which the following is a copy:

- Venice, Afcenfion Day.

¢« I arrived here late laft night, but un-
luckily all the inns were filled by a crowd of
people aflfembled to fee the infipid ceremony
of marrying the Doge to the fea. At length
my valet de chambre procured a lodging for me
at a lady’s houfe, the young widow of a Ve-
netian merchant, whom I found at fupper, of
which by her defire I partook. '

‘¢ Some time after {upper, the fervant-maid
fhewed me .to the chamber where I was to
{leep,
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walked. thither in her fleep; going nearer, I
placed the candle on the toilet, and difcovered
it to be the lady of the houfe, fitting before
the glafs in a fhort bed-gown, with her eyes
open, but fixed.

“ I have heard of inftances of ftriking thofe
walking in their {leep by way of cure; this I
dared not to do, being a ftranger; and I gently
awoke her, at which fhe would have fallen
on the floor had I not caught her in my arms;
when fhe apologized for having difturbed me,
{aying that fhe was unfortunately accuftomed
to fuch nightly walks, and that fhe had been
dreaming of calling her fervant to drefs her;
I then led her to her chamber, being the next
to mine, the door-way of which was only
covered with the filk hanging of my room,
- which I did not difcover previous to going to
bed. Returning to my chamber, I was more
convinced that what 1s generally faid to be
apparitions or ghofts are of this kind, or in-
vented to fnghten people for fome particular
purpnfe | |
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colour, and fhe expires. Thofe celebrated
charms which had fo long captivated Mark
Antony, and, for a moment, Cafar, behold
now faded and dead!

The death of Sencca is moft feelingly
drawn ; we fhudder to fee him in his dying
moments. His feet are in the bath, the blood
running from him. His placid departing
foul gives joy to the centurion who was placed
at the bath to fee the fentence carried into
execation, m order to convey to Nero the de-
firable news of the death of that great phi-
lofopher. -
~ Another moft charming and pleafing pic-
ture, is the affumption of the Virgin Mary.
Here we fee a virgin and angels joyfully af-
cending into heaven. What purity in that
divine countenance! With what pleafure do
the angels follow and furround her; while
her blefied {fmiles feem to pierce the heavens
where fhe 1s expected !

The captain of the felucca announcing
that the wind was fair, I again embarked, and
being ftopped by contrary winds one day at
Mafia, I had there an opportunity of viewing
the quarries of ftatuary and veined marble,

’ from
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- cuftom-houfe to threaten that it thould be to-
tally confifcated. By means of my Tufcan
and French paffports, I got prefented to the
prime Minifter of his Sardinian Majefty;
when explaining to him the ufe I intended
the opium for in England, and the impoffi-
bility of procuring (during the war) from my
friend in Turkey, the like quantity of fo pure
a kind, an order was fent to the diretor of
the cuftoms to releafe my property without
duty or fees.

On leaving Turin, I took another coach,
and came the fame day to the foot of Mount
Cenis, where my baggage being placed on
mules, I afcended the mountain in an open
elbow chair, carried by four men, and tra-
velling over the frozen lake on its fummit,
the chair was placed on a fledge, at the brink
of the hill, a man fitting before me with his
legs hauging over the chair, to guide it by
his heels; we were then fet going over the
icy furface of the fteep declivity, and in
twelve minutes reached the bottom, a diftance
of more than two miles.

The next day I continued my journey
through the frozen roads of Savoy, where

the
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his Lord(hip not doubting that Government
would one day reward me for my trouble and
expences ; which I prefume to hope for, as
the informations I had tranfmitted to my
Lord Grenville were much approved of, and
Mr. K. fent me a letter which he had received
from George Auft, efq; under-Secretary of
State, faying that ‘¢ he had orders from Lord
¢« Grenville to thank Mr. Brooke for his very
¢¢ judicious obfervations on Britifh commerce,
¢ which his Lord(hip conceived to be of much
“ national importance, &c.”

At a future period (if the Almighty fhall
pleafe to give me ftrength) I will, for the
benefit of trade in general, explain more at
length the foregoing particulars, and alfo
what I have fince the prefent war tranfmitted
from Italy to his Majefty’s principal Secretaries
" of State.

Before I left England in 1785, I prefented
to the Right Hon. the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, a plan for the improvement of
foreign commerce, and for the protection of
the fair trader; which, after I was abroad,
was carried into a law, and the revenue was
thereby fuddenly increafed one million fterling

per

































