A clear scriptural detection of Satan transformed into an angel of light. Or
the Socinian creed ... contrasted with the Holy Scriptures and with the
subordinate standards of the Church of Scotland / [James Ramsay].

Contributors

Ramsay, James.
Church of Scotland.

Publication/Creation

Glasgow : R. Chapman & A. Duncan, 1790.
Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/vgq9wjg2

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/







P Bl L,

ANY perilous times have paft over the church of
Chrilt, under the new, as well as under the old
difpenfation. One while, the hand of violence has laid her
defolate, and attempted to blot out her memorial. Another
while, the fpirit of delufion and error, in all forms which
diabolical fubtilty could contrive, has fhed his malignant
influence, for poifoning her doctrines, corrupting her wor-
thip, and changing her order. ¢If it had not been the Lord,
¢ who was on our fide, now may Ifracl fay, then the wa-
¢ ters had overwhelmed us, the ftream had gone over our
¢ foul (a))
The church of Scstland has been diftinguifhed in danger
and tribulation; but chiefly by Pepifb and Prelatical fury.
Even amidft the ravages committed upon her worthip and
order, from the Reformation till the days of heretical Simp-
Jony her doctrines continued clear as the fun, excepting a
few {maller {pots, which evanifhed almoft as foon as feen.
But fince that remarkable period till now, the darknefs of er-
ror, as of other corruptions, has {pread and thickened; in fo
much, that if the Spirit of truth do notTeafonably interpofe
and diffipate the horrid gloom, we are like to be buried in
the deepeft fhades that ever covered a Chriftian people.
For many years indeed, the progrefs was comparatively
flow and imperceptible. The fons of night, how zealous
foever, deemed it prudent to move in filence, with caution
~and as little obfervation as poflible; as the public ftandards,
familiar to, and held in veneration by the great body of the
people, the light diffufed by their more worthy predeceffors
in office, and fome remaining vigour of difcipline, made
them athamed and afraid to avow themfelves. But nomw,
when by many ways and in various degrees, which it would
be tedious here to point out and illuftrate, the confufion and
danger are leffened, they proceed with unprecedented bold-
nels and effrontery. Of this the two Doctors of Ayr are
the moft ftriking examples. o
The profefled purpofe of thefe Gentlemen is different.
‘The one undertakes to give us a view, principally, of
the life and dotrines of Jefus Chrilt, as'the writers of
his way are in ufe to do; the other engages to elucidate
(a) Plal. cxxiv. 1. 4.
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gloffes, their deceitful references, their unexpedied criti-
cifms, their tacking of pmpuﬁtitmﬁ, found and ul.'lﬂ_;-lu‘:d.
[t muft be acknowledged, that in their progrefs refpectively,
they feem to rife in refolution, and to be lefs and lefs em-
barrafied with anxiety, as fuppofing no doubt, the reader is
by this time better feafoned, or lefs fufpicious and guarded.
Yct it is but bere and there, according as the opportunity for
putting off the impofture appears favourable, that the hideous
features of the fcheme are opened : and often itis only by
laying together fundry things, purpofely fecattered in diffe-
rent parts of their work, that you can afcertain their mean-
ing and difcover their real fentiments and defign. :
The cafe is plain.  They queftion the propricty of infult-
ing and {hocking our erthodox prejudices. ‘They are fen-
fible much may be gained by addrefs and ftratagem, which
would never be carried by open force. And for as pained
and big as they have been with the fruit of many years {pe-
culation and induftry; for as ardent as their defire of mak-
ing profelytes is; for as fingle and difinterefted as they
would he thought; for as great difcredit as, what is called,
herefy-hunting has fallen in our enlightened, benevolent
age and country; for as little as it has been in practice a-
mong us for more than half a century,—they cannot altoge-
ther fet their minds at eafe about the temporal confequen-
ces of an avowed attack on the eftablifhed creed, which they
have {fworn, fubfcribed, and by their office are engaged-to
teach and defend,  In fhort, they doubt, and thank God
there 15 fome ground for it, whether bad as matters are,
the people in thele parts are yet futliciently prepared to fee,
without difguft and indignation, the Racoviax {chool
march openly through our territorics, in full Sseinian uni-
forms, with difplayed banners, and all the inftruments of
death. |
Notwithftanding, tht}' have aflumed an audacity which
none of their harbingers in that fervice couldcommand; fuch,
to be fure, as becomes the importance and dignity of the glo-
rious caufe, the increafing numbers and fuperior abilities of
thole who are alrcady ranked under the fame ftandard, or
are haftening to ir, fome by longer, others by fhorter fteps;
without doubt, to try what'the public fpirit can bear, to
intimidate the fanatical orthodox on the one fide, and to
raile the coprage of their morg timid partifans on the other;
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adulation, which he offers to the latter, for betraying them in-
to his defign; now lamenting the povertyand neglect inwhich
they are funk, then expreffing his hopes and pouring out his
prayers for their elevation; now celebrating them as the
« prime pillars of both church and ftate,” then regarding
himfelf, with all his abilities, honours and learned produc-
tions, as no more than their poor humble afliftant,  Ama-
zing confidence! Unparalelled difimulation! Canhe real-
ly expeét thus to cajole any fenfible, difcerning teacher of
youth ? Thick as this cloud of incenfe is, it muft be a deteft-
" able nuifance to fuch a one. What doé¢s he, but, under a
profufion of deceitful compliments, tell parents and teach-
ers to their face, that they are foignorant and ftupid, as not
to be able to diftinguifh a New Teftament of his forgery,
from the one given by infpiration of God; and a ftrange
medley of Socimian crudities, from the well authenticated
and falutary faith of Chriftians ? or that they are fo fupple
and infatuated, asall at once, on the fummons of a doughty
fugar-mouthed Doctor, not only to defert the faith of the
Bible, that of their fathers, and their own faith, and to adopt
a {yltem of cunningly dévifed and deltrutive fables in the
place of it, without any other evidence of the error of the one;
or truth of the other, than his bold infinuation ;—but alfo,
toinftil the fatal poifon into the tender unfufpeting minds
of thofe, whom providénce hath committed to their care,
and for whofe culture, while continued under their direc-
tion, they are refponfible to God, to the church, and to their
country.

This would certainly be a great point gained by the new-
light Gentlemen. Their deteftation of the received cate-
chifms of this, and other reformed churches, and their cau-
tions more or lefs direct, as might be ventured, againft the
ufe of them in fchools and families, have been long known.
Nor is the reafon any fecret. They have hated and dread-
ed them no lefs, than the Queen-regent of Scotland did the
prayers and preachings of the famous Kmox, and other re-
formers of that period; and from fimilar principles. For
well do they know, while the minds of our youth continue
to be feafoned with thefe exgellent fummaries of Chriftian
faith and practice, their new gofpel, with all its daubings,
has little chance for a general reception. An early and
powerful antidote is thereby adminiftred againft the infec-
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from fome fymptoms, they were apt to fear. May the
zeal of all be according to knowledge, temperate, well di-
rected, and firm,

Thofe who have had an a&ive hand in bringing Dr.
M<Giil’s Effay under judicial review, have deferved well of
the church, and of all their fellow citizens; and if they
continue to ftrive lawfully, whatever reproaches are now,
or ihall hereafter be caft on them, by the enemies of the
gofpel, they will live in the grateful remembrance of en-
lightened and pious pofterity. It is to be regreted, how-
ever, that they have not extended their thoughts and en-
deavours to Dr, Dalrymple’s Hiffory, fince they cannot but
know, thofe of them who have read that work, that both
the Doctors are in the very fame condemnation. Perhaps
they meant to implify the procefs, by detaching the one pro-
duéktion from the other ; refolving to look after the other al-
fo, in its turn. If fo,lefs can be faid; the rather confidering
how matters have long ftood in the eftablithed church. Bur,
be the iffue of their firuggle againft the Eflay what it will,
if, after ftanding forth, with Iaudable zeal and fortitude,
for its review and condemnation, they t{hall eventually
overlook the Hiflory, they will forfeit no fmall portion of
their praife for the wifdom that cometh from above, which,
though peaceable, is alfo pure, without partiality, and with-
out hypocrify.

Nor is the General 4fembly to be forgotten. They did
more and better, than was generally expefted. May we
take it as a comfortable fign, that they are now roufed
from their long and deep lethargy, and are determined,
according to the obligations arifing from their office and
ftation, and according to what the people of Scotland are
entitled to hope for from them, to ftand up in future, for
the defence of the truth, and for the repreflion of the info-
lence of error, as well as of profanity and immorality ? Or
is their injunction on the Prefbytery of 4y» to be confide-
red only as a political manoeuvre, intended, as fome are
ready to fufpect, not only from the reigning inattention
and indifference of many years, but from Dr. M<Gill’s
boafting of the numbers and {trength of, what he calls, the
moderate party, to amufe the public for a time, and to find a
little work for a few ardent fpirits, who wanted employment,
cither to try their fincerity and firmnefs, or till that finall
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houfe of God, but on an unequivocal, full, and public re-
cantation of their damnable errors, and the moft fatisfac-
tory profeflions of repentance, they thereby folemnize the
funeral, and feal the fepulchre of the church of Seotland.
‘That matters really ftand under thefe circumftances, will
be obvious to every perfon on an attentive, unprejudiced
perufal of the following fheets.

It {hould feem that much, if not the principal, danger of
the Sscinian {cheme, as obtruded upon us by the two late
adventurers, arifes from the very artful and infidious man-
ner in which they have prefented it, combined with the ap-
pearances of extraordinary piety and devotion, and of warm
refpect for the interells of practical religion and morality.
The device is far from being new: It is as ancient as the
apoftolic times at leaft, and has been prattifed, more or
lefs, according to their refpective abilities, and the eircum-
ftances of the people, whom they intended to make a prev,
by the principal feducers in every age. But it is well fuited
to take with the ignorant and unwary. It is not readily
apprehended by fimple people, unverfed in the arts of cun-
ning craftinefs, that that fyftem of doftrine can be falfe and
peftilential, which looks fo fair, and of which they find fuch
plaufible and important improvement can be made; or that
thofe can be wolves, who have the addrefs to array themfelves
completely in fheeps cloathing ; that that man can be a falfe
prophet, who prefents all the exterior of one who ftands in
God’s counfel, makes religion his main bufinefs,and lives onl
to recommend and propagate it. It is therefore the defign of
the {fubfequent pages, to exhibit the fpirit of error, recent-
ly appearing among us, in his own proper form; that
people may be fatisfied he is indeed SaTan transformed
_into an Angel of Light; or if they fhould fail of full con-
viction of this, that they may at lealt be put upon their
guard, and induced to ufe farther means for their inftruc-
tion and prefervation,

It is fully three years, fince the writer formed a defign
of laying before the public the fubftance of Dr. M<Gill’s
{yltem, on the prefent plan. He had made progrefs, by
taking extraéls and otherwife, before he heard of any other
entering the fame field. But the work was laid afide,
without any intention of ever refuming it partly, becaufe
he was unwilling to be the firft in drawing attention to fo
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the ufe of the many, at leaft on controverfial fubjects, muft
be not only of the eaflieflt purchafe, but as plain and limple,
as the nature of them will, by any means, admit.

For this reafon, the objet of the prefent writer 1s, to ex-
hibit the Socinian Creed, as held by the above-mentioned
authors, in as clear, fhort, and comprehenfive a fummary,
as he could, illuftrated and confirmed by extracts from their
works in their own words; and then, directly to contraft,
it with the facred oracles, and the fubordinate ftandards of
the church of Scot/and. 1t is his fincere defire, and he has
made it his honeft, ftudious endeavour, not to impute to
them a fingle fentiment, which they do nor hold. He
hopes, accnrdin%l}', that every article laid to their charge,
is fupported by full and undeniable evidence. If any in-
ftance of the contrary fhall be found, he is heartily forry for
it: He wifhes the public to fee with their own eyes, to fu-
{tain no article, butin fo far as is cleaﬁy proved, and to do
judtice to the injured.—The teftimony of fcripture refts on
its own authority, can receive nothing from men, and muft
be decifive among all Chriftians. Only a few paflages of
many, that might have been adduced, are felected. Per-
haps thefe are not always the meoft pertinent; but they
are fuch as appear fufficient to {hew, with irreftible evidence,
that Socinianifm is not of God, but abhorred and condemned
by him. And here too, it is reafonable, that every man be
fully perfuaded in his own mind.—The ftandards of the
church of Scotland, to which thofe of all the other reformed
churches, on the points in queftion, as might eafily be fhewn,
were it not tedious and unneceflary, are exatly conform-
able, profefs to be built on the foundation of feripture alone,
and declare-to all what fhe has agreed to receive and hold,
as her faith, derived from thefe infallible records. And
every one muft be convinced, on the flighteft comparifon,
that they, alfo, ftand in a direct and pointed oppolition to-
all the parts of the Socinian {cheme.

He knows nothing of the report of the Committee of in-
quiry, appointed by the Ercfbyter}r of Ayr, in confequence
of the diretion of the General Afembly, further than the
public papers have notified. By thefe it appears, the Com-
mittee have obferved the fame general line of inveftigation
and detection, which he has chofen.  And if their report
is given to the world, as it is natural to fuppofe it mufl, in
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due time, he flatters himfelf it will, fo far as it goes, juftify
that part of the charge which lies againft Dr. M¢Gill, and
likwife elucidate and confirm the contraft. At the fame
time, he will own, that it was with wonder and grief, he
veceived the information of their reftricting their inquiry
to four or jive particulars; fince the Afembly left the pref-
bytery at liberty, or rather injoined them, to point out c-
very thing in the Effay which they deemed inconfiftent with
the word of God, and the ftandards of this Church; and
fince, if the members of the Committee be of the faith of
the Church, as it is faid they are, they cannot but have
found, on the moft fuperficial examination, a great many
other things equally repugnant to the rule, as the arucles
which they have prefented to the cognizance of the courts.
Their motives for this conduct remain with themfelves, and
their counfellors. But if they have thought, by reftritin
their itatement to thefe parts of the Socinian {cheme whicﬁ
diftinguith it from the Arminian {yftem, and which appear
more palpable and fhocking on the face of the Ejfay, fuch as
thofe that relate to the perfon of Chrift and his atonement,
to induce the #rminian members of the Church, to go more
cafily into the condemnation of the Doctor’s book, they are
like to meet with a difappointment. Some of thefe Gentle-
men can fee as far in certain things as moft of their neigh-
bours, and will not fail to give the word to their brethren—
Equo ne crediteTeucri. And,in the mean time, it may be fub-
mitted to their ferious confideration, politics laid afide, whe-
ther, and how far, they have not loft a noble opportunity, the
moft favourable of the kind that may ever occur to them, of
bearing honourable teltimony to a great number of moft pre-
cious and important truths, which have been long afiaflina-
ted by thofe that pretend to be their guardians, and left
bleeding in our ftreets.

There is little, or no hope, that what is now, has been
formerly, or fhall hereafter be offered, on the Sscinian con-
trover{ly, will make any falutary impreflion on the Ayr
Doéctors, or others, who, through their means, have drunk
deep into the bewitching fpirit of the fcheme. With God,
indeed, rall things are poflible. Peradventure he will give
them repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth; bus,
ufually, evil men and feducers wax worfe and worfe, decei-
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ving and being deceived(a); and very rarely are thofe reco-
vered out of the fnare of the devil, who in this manner are
taken captive by him at his will(é). It is an alarming decla-
ration, at which it becomes all of us to tremble, but exempli-
fied, there is reafon to fear, in every age: ¢ And for this caufe,
¢ becaufe they received not the love of the truth, that they
¢ might be faved, God fhall fend them [rong delufion, that they
¢ {hould believe a fie, that they all might be damned, who
¢ believed not the truth, but had pleafure in unrighteouf-
¢ nefs(c).” ‘What fhall we then fay, is God unrighteous, who,
by leaving men to wander in their own counfels, andgi-
ving them up a prey to the wiles of the devil, in this man-
ner taketh vengeance on their unbelief, pride, and other un-
mortified indulged lufts? ¢ God forbid; ‘for then, how fhall
¢ God judge the world (4)?’ _
On others this fmall, very fimple, and unambitious per=

formance, may, through the divine blefling, have fome de-
firable effet. If it fhall be ufeful for informing any, who
hitherto have not known what is truth, or for eftablifhing
any, who, through the darknefs and vanity of their minds,
or the fleight of other men, are ready to halt between two
opinions; or for confirming any who are already rooted and
grounded in Chrift, that they may ftand firmer againft the
wind of temptation; or for exciting a {pirit of inquiry, where
it flumbers, and direting it where indetermined in its mo-
tions; or for making the word of God, and the different
forms of found words, received by this church, more fami-
liar to thofe who profefs regard to them—the end will not
be loft. And, in order to infure fuch valuable purpofes, that
the God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of glory, may
give unto every reader the fpirit of wifdom and revelation
in theknowledge of him, that the eyes of his underftanding '
being enlightened, he may know what is the hope of his
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance
in the faints, is the prayer of

JAMES RAMSAY.

 Grascow, Fanuary 5th, 1790.

(a)2Tim.iii. 13. (#)Chap.ii. 26. {sjoheﬂZii.fc,—Iz. (d) Rom, ii. 3.






A CLEAR,

SCRIPTURAL DETECTION

O F
Satan transformed into an Angel of Light.

Of the avriters of Sacred Scripture.

ArTticLe I. D. HE writers of {acred fcripture, at

leaft the Evangelifts, were not
always under the immediate infallible guidance, and effec-
tually determining power of the Holy Ghoit, even as to the
matters of their record; but, to {fay no more, were occafio-
nally left, in the concealing or narrating of facts, to their
own pleafure and difcretion: And in fundry inftances they
have ufed this liberty, as fwayed by partial affection, by the
dictates of other men, by interefted and prudential confide-
rations, or even by.the apprehended beauty of circumftan-
CEE‘

ILLusTraTion. D). The Lord appointed other feventy alfo.
¢ Luke is the only Evangelift who gives us this hiftory, probably
pawing to his being one of them himfelf, agreeable to ancient tra-
dition” (a). They that received tribute-money came to Peter, &c.
¢ St. Auguftine fays Mark, who was a difciple of Peter, omits this,
becaufe it was honourable to that apoftle,—and perhaps his ma-
Sfer forbade him, to infert fuch things as tended to aggrandize
him? ( 6).—~Thé temple how it was adorned, &e. ¢ No impoftor
would have foretold an event fo unlikely and difagrecable. John
fays nothing of it, %/ any fhould have faid the pgophecy was
forged after the event” (@)~ Jefus thewed himfelf again, &c.  an
appearante fgll of .grace and beauty, therefore preferved by his in-
timate” (d). 5

Coxtrast. Allferipture isgiven ny inspiraTION OF Gob ().
When the fpirit of truth is come,,HE he fhall guide you into a/

Inrus, (o) P.297. 1. () 238 1. () 386, 3. (d) 501 1.
Cowt, ()2 T. iii. 16. C
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kind. By the invention of allufions, references to popular
opinion, the dexterity of glofling and the feveral arts of cri-
ticifim, we may reftrict its fenfe or enlarge and pervere 1t
We may impofe on it any fenfe, or fqueeze it into no fenle,
as fuits our conveniency. Nor do we run any hazard, or

to be as Goo” Sq) Of this high advancement of the Son of
man the firf wifible effi @, was the publication of the gofpel in the
world, and free admiffion of men of all nations into the church (#).
— Any temporal good whatever, though this alfo 13 generally theirs,
{the enjoyment of the dilciples of Chrilt) as much or more than
others” (#).

D). The Father«=bath committed, ¢ or decreed to commit,”
all judgment to the Son (4). And the {mall fithes Je bleffed—
“ he bleffed God for, imploring at the fame time his continued good-
nefs (4).”” I am the living bread, which came down from heaven,
¢ I am the beftower of that living bread g-]J'” And where I am
( or fhall be”) ye cannot come (d). e lift up his hands and
"~ BLESSED them=——¢ He lift up his hands over them, and folemnly

bleffed, or prayed to God for them ().’ 'The Son of man is deli-
vered into the hands of men—s¢ 75 foon, by means of a traitoy, o be
delivered.« What was certainly and quickly ¢ ée done, is fpoken of
by Mark as already done. J. xii. 13. xvi. 24. E, i1, 5, 6. H, xii.
22. (f). Thou fhalt go before the face of the Lorp,~* the face
of the Lord’s Chriff”’ to prepare his way (g).—a people prepared
for the Lorp—¢ for receiving the Lord in bis illuflrious Chrift (5).”
All that the Father hath are mixng—¢ all things bﬁﬁging to your
office and the good of the church; to be reftriéted to the fubject in
hand (7).” Thomas anfwered my Lorp axp My Gobp! “ my
Lﬂrd)lndﬁ:ed! ! and O my God! what have I been witnefs un- -
to (£).”

he fame day, when the even was come, &c. ¢ or rather one of
thefe days (1).” And all the peviLs “ or mad-men, believing
themfelves to be under fuch deplorable influence” befought him,
faying, {fend us into the {wine (m). An AxceL went down, at a
certain feafon, into the pool—¢ the common belief was fo. - This
water had probably, at fome particular times medicinal virtues (z).”
If one went unto them from the dead, they will repent—¢¢ This

|

(4)414. () 412, (i) 298.  See in oppofition to it a. ii. to the x,
(#) 394. Sec how this contradicts J. xvi. 33. M. xvi. 24. 1 C. i, 26—13.
L i 5. PL Ixxiv. 19.

D. (a) P. 110. T3. (&) 222. Sce the like corre@ion on M. xiv. 23,
F._.ug. 2. on L. xxiv. 30. P. 495+ (¢) 208, () 254: 4. 3. (2) 510,
U‘} 238.5. (g) 28.16. () 30. 2. . (i) 441. 14. (4) 500. (£).90, 1,
(=) 93.3. (n) 126. 8.
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Of Revealed Religion.

Awricre L. M. In revealed religion there are no my-
Sleries, or dolrines above the {phere, and diflonant to the
apprehenfions of natural reafon. It does not require fupe-
rior capacity and penetration of any kind to underftand it
aright, and to our everlafting happinefs, fo much as that
honelt mind, which may be found with thofe who as yet
are unwife to falvation. Every part of it is fo confiftent
with reafon, the original gift of God, and pofieffed by every
man, that all its doctrines, fairly interpreted, are perfectl
confonant thereto. It is therefore fo intelligible, that wit
reafonable atrention and honeft views, without any extra-
ordinary afliltance, it may be {ufliciently known and under~

{ftood by all.

Invustrarion. A ¢ This divine philofophy-——does not re-
quire capacity and penetration to underftand it, fo much as an
,H&ft mind. He who a};}:lies this to it, though he be otherwife
fimple and unlearned, will foon d¢ made wife to falvation. It
(the gofpel) encourages and requires the faithful exercife of that
leading faculty of man, which we call reafon, and a//its words fair-
ly interpreted are perfeéily confonant thereto (a). 1t 1s, (reveal-
ed truth) therefore, intelligible, and may, with reafonable attention
and honeft views be underftood and known. It is confiftent in
every part with itfelf, and with reafon the original gift of God” (4).

Conrrast. But we fpeak the wifdom of God in a myflery, even
the Aidden wifdom, which God ordained before the world, to our
glory (a). And without controverly, great is the myflery of godli-
nefs: God was manifeft in fleth, &c (). Unto all riches of the
full affurance of underftanding, to the acknowlegement of the my-
Slery of God, and of the Father and of Chrilt (¢). Eye hath not
{een, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But
God hath revealed them to us by his Spixit : for the Spirit {earch-
eth all things, yea the peep things of God. ~The things of God
knoweth 7o man, but the Spirit of God —The natural man recei-
veth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolithnefs
to him ; neither can he know them, becaufe they are fpiritually
difcerned (d).—The Greeks feek after wifdom: But we preach

Irrus. M. (a) P. 469. (B) P. 532
ConTr. i) 1 C.ii.7.  (8)r 1. il 16, (¢} Co.ii2. M. xiii. r71,
I {:- 1Vi- '-l {d} I Cu iil ?""‘Il‘n
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may be, and often are, by the fame interference, aitogether

defeated. :
D. Some diforders are procured at the hand of God by
fin, but others are not. And there are afflictions perfonal

TrrustraTion. M. ¢ That a frail and fallible creature, fuch
as man is in his beft eftate, endowed with animal paffions, as well as
reafon, and allied, by the conftitution of his nature, both to an-
gels and to brutes, fhould be able to fecure his happinefs for ever by
his own perfect obedience, be wwho made him, bnezv it to be impoffible.
At the fame time the law, which is the law of eternal reéiitude
and truth, could not, in the nature of the thing, require lefs of man,
as the rule of his conduét; 4. e. it could not permit him to negled,
or violate his duty in any inftance or degree, without becoming
liable to punifbment, and forfeiting fome portion of bis bappinefs.—Nor
could he fuftain any hurt by trying his ftrength in this way, to the
utmoft, and endeavouring to gain eternal life, if he could, by his
own obedience (). They, indeed, (our firlt parents) from that
moment, became fubject to inevitable death, with all their pofte-
rity. But it was the good pleafure of Almighty God, that this
death fhould not be eternal, but only temporary (4). The fins of
parents are punifhed in the calamities of their innocent offspring (¢).
By the difobedience of one many were made finners, or treated as
fuch, by being adjudged to death (4). There may be fuffering,
where there is no guilt, and confequently no punifhment intended (5.
There are fulterings, which are no punithment ; as, 1ft, The ef-
fects of God’s fovercignty. 2d, Thofe which come for probation
ortrial.  3d, Thole, which are fent for the exercife and increafe of
virtue. 4th, Thofe, which good men are involved in, through the
neighbourhood of finners.  sth, Thofe which prevent fin and mi-
fery. Thofe fufferings in this world only are punifhments, where
fin is the natural or moral caufe of fuffering (e). AffiGtion—may
very fitly be made the portion of thofe who are moft dear to him—.
for the trial, exercife, and improvement of their virtues; for the fake
of giving the world, in them, more eminent examples of goodnefs,
and for preparing them to enjoy higher honours and rewards in the
life to come. Thefe are reafons {ufficient to juftify the rectitude
of the divine government, even in the aflictions of Chriit, who knew
no fin, and much more may they do the fame with refpeét to ours( ),
Innocent perfons fuffer on account of the wicked (g). It often hap-
pens likewife that the innocent and virtuous fuffer through the ma-
lignity of finners, and on their account, and fometimes even in their

Slead (h). It was (God’s fending his Son to be a propitiation )

]MLLUS. i 8 (&} P. 133, 339. |:§|:| 240, (c: 274. (d) 2+ J 4
(f) 516. 537, (g) 374. () 273 g (@) 279:  (e) 164.
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has in it the notion of a remedy only. There 1s in it no-
thing, fave as a mean of repentance, in which God can take
content, Hence the punithment of the dewils and damned
fpirits in hell, (if there be any fuch place) as well as of al
wicked men on earth, is a remedy for their moral difeajes.
If that remedy proves effectual, they will be, of courfe, de-
livered from their torments; and if not, thefe muft unque-
ftionably come to an end. Agreeably to this, the compaf-
fion of God required the difcontinuance of our race, after
we had, by our difobedience, forfeited all pretenfions to the
hope of happinefs, unlefs he had reftored us to that hope *.

wrath, and to make his power known, endured, with much long-
fuffering, the veffels of wrath fitted for deftruction? For the ferip-
ture faith unto Pharoah, even for this fame purpofe have I raifed
thee up, that I might fhew my power in thee, and that my name
might be declared throughout all the earth f( &). Thus fhall mine
anger be accomplifhed, and I will caufe my fury to reft upon them,
and I ewill be comforted (5). Therefore will I ftretch out mine
hand againit thee, and deftroy thee: I am weary with repenting,
&c (i).—When the Lord Jefus fhall be revealed, in flaming fire,
&c. who fhall be punithed with everlafling deffruétion, from the pre-
fence of the Lord and from the glory of his power Sﬁ}.—-]'ntn hell,
into the fire that sewer fhall be quenched. Where the worm
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched (/). But the children
of the kingdom fhall be caft into outer darknefs. There fhall be
weeping and gnathing of teeth (m). And the {fmoke of her tor-
ment alcendeth up, for ever and ever (n). God fpared not the an-
gels that finned, but calt them down to hell, and delivered them
into chains of darknefs, to be referved unto judgment (o).

—That both the exai juflice and rich grace of God might be glo-
rified in the juitification of finners (p). Every fin, even the leaft,
being againft the fovereignty, goodnefs and holinefs of God, and
againft his righteous law, deferveth his wrath and curfe, both in
this life, and that which is to come, and caxvort BE expiated but
by the blood of Chrift (). In the fifth petition—acknowledging
that we, and all others, are guilty both of original and a¢tual {in, and
thereby become debtors to the juflice of God; and that neither we nor
any other creature can make the leaft fatisfaction for that debt, we

* See Article LXXI,
(g) R.ix. 17—322.  (#) Bzk.v.13. (i) Jr. xv. 6, 7. If. xlii. 23—135.
(#) 2 Th.1. 7=—9. () m. 1x. 43—48. (m) M. viii 12. xxii, 13. xxiv. 51.
IXv. 3'3—45: (#) Rv. xiv. 10. TL. Xix. 2. 3. XViii. 20, (e) 2 P. ik e
comp, Ju. vi. 7. M. xxv. 41. See on Articles LXVI, LXVII. (2) Conf,
u 3. (g) L.C.Q. 152, D
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Of the DiviniTY of JEsus CHRIST.

ArTicrLe VIL AL It is warrantable for all, and what
Chriftians expect from the minifters of religion, to give very
high titles to the Saviour of the world; fuch as our great
Lord and Mafler, our bleffed Lord, our divine Saviour, our
divine Mafter and Lorrd *. But we fhould, with moft ftu-
dious caution beware of calling him Gop, the Trur Gob,
Jenovan, THE Mi1GHTY Gob, or by fuch other names
as the feriptures appropriate to the {upreme Being; nor
fhould we let any thing fall from us, applied to Jefus, of the
fame import 3 left we fhould be thought to have formed too
high an 1dea of Bim, and lead weak people into idolatry. For
though we may fpeak of his divine nature, and of his drvinity,
for the fake of accuftomed founds, and to prevent unnecefiary
alarms, he is not the true, eternal and independent Gop 5 but
only he was as God; he refembled him ; he appeared /ike
God among men. He was the true image and reprefentative
of God in power, as well as other perfections, as an ambai-
fador, well chofen, is the true image and reprefentative of

the Father and the Son(4) There be three perfons in the Godhead,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoff: And thefe three are
ONE frue eternal God, the fame m {ubftance, equal in power
and glory, although diftinguifhed by their perfonal properties. It

is proper to the—Holy Ghoft to praceed from the Father and the
Son from all eternity (¢).

ILrusTrATION. M. * Thefe titles run through the whole Lfay,
the other are never ufed, nor is any thing equivalent to them ever
afcribed to our Lord. ;

¢ The divine nature in him did not abforb the human (a). It
was neceffary he fhould lay afide all appearance of his divinity (2).
Jefus, when in the form of God, and appearing like dim amon
men, confidered himf{elf as having nothing without him (¢). The
true image and reprefentative of God in power, as well as other
perfections, he confented, &c(d). Every mark of that majeflic
dignityand fplendor, whereby be reprefented God upon earth (e), The
heavenly affiuence which furrounded him in this world—in the midt
divine riches ( £). In him were united the Sulnefs of celeflial endyre-
ments and privileges (g).—Not the effeét of uncultivated nature, or

(&) Conf. Chap. ii. 3. () L.C. Q. 9,10, S.C.Q. 6.

lirvs, M. »ar, | N g
iy M. (a)P.25. () 145. () 414 (d) 416 () 4X4. (F) 412,
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ufe, but as the gifts of God to be employed for his glory-
And as all his divinity was derived from God and the gi2
of his fovercign bounty, it was manifeft, that the excellen-
cv of the power which attended him was not his own, but
all of it of God. And fo faithful was he, in the whole
courfe of his miniftry, that he laid out for the honour of
God all he reccived from him, in promoting the good of
mankind ; particularly in confirmation of the truth, by
which, in connetion with patience in fuffering and other
things of that kind, he was to demonftrate his zZitle to the
Javour of Ged. Thus there was and ever muit be an eflen-
tial difference and infinite diftance between Jefus Chrift and
ALMIGHTY Gop; whichit is of the greateft confequence
to keep continually and fteadily before us; in particular,
ever remembering, that whatever benefits we receive from
him, it is always to God, even his and our Father, that we
are firft and chiefly indebted, and that we are obliged to
him only, as a fuberdinate agent and benefaltor under God.
D. Thetitles Lorp and Gop belong only to the Father,
and ought always, though it fhould require all the force of

the protedtion of almighty God (r();.o Why did be make fuch an ur-
gent requeft for that purpofe to Gop (). The Lord Jefus really
poflefled the fame worth and dignity of character, the fame mira-
culous power, and the fame favour with God, now when hanging
on a crofs (). An earnelt defire of fuccour and relief from Gon,
whom Je affectionately loved («). Worthy of the divine Inftruc-
tor and Redeemer of mankind, and worthy of the greatnefs and
holinefs of the true God, whofe name he came to manifelt.—But to
God, even his and our Father, we are firlt and cuierLy indebted
for every gofpel blefling (). The knowledge of the gofpel isa be-
nefit, for which, under Gob, we are indebted to the grace of our
Lord Fefus Chrift (w).

D. Thou fhalt go before the face of the Lorp to prepare his
way—¢¢ the face.of the Lord’s Chrifl (»).” To make ready a
people prepared for the Losp—¢ for receiving the Lord, in his
tlluftrious Chrif (). In the beginning was the Word—¢* of di-
vine manifeftation. By words we declare the fecrets of the mind;
and thus did Jefus thofe of the Father,” And the word was Gop
~—¢ or God was the Word, the everlafing conception of the ever-
lafting mind (z). Immanuel, which being interpreted is, Gob

(r) P.so9. (s)xB. (s)161. (w) 178." (@) 490. 401. (1) 467.~
. (%) 28. 16. (9} z0.27. (=) 12 2, 3.

I

D






L5350
except in the decree and purpofe of the Father, to be ac-
complifhed at the fit feafon. And even then, his wholc
glory confifted in his wife difcourfes, and his beneficent mi-
racles, wrought to confirm them ; unlefs we fhould add, in
his refurrection from the dead. His dignity lay not in his
pofletling true and proper Godhead ; but in his acting as God,
as God’s reprefentative or ambaffador in the fulnefs of hea-
ven. That was fuch indeed, that it may be denominated
the fulnefs of the Godbead bodily in bim, but it was really no
more than the giffs of wifdom and power, with which he
was endowed by the Spirit of God. And as for the glory

his prefent mean condition (7). He that is chief among you—
¢ he that is fo be advanced chief of the bleffed at laft, as he that doth
now moft humbly ferve his brethren (m).” That they may be-
hold my glory—which, ¢ in fure and eternal purpofe,” thou haft

iven me: For thou lovedit me ¢ o that high bonour,” - before the
Eoundation of the world (#).

The Lord faid to my Lord—¢ the Lorp Jewovau, Lord of
all, faid to my Lord Meffiah” (o). But what he feeth the Father
do—¢ the Father and fountain of all juftice” (p). ¢ Who litteth
with full power to forgive, in his own name, and in the ‘name of
the one omnipotent Lazwgiver” (g). As I hear, 1 judge—¢ hear
and learn from him who is fole fupreme” (r). None is good fave one,
that is God. ¢ None is adfolutely good fave one, that is the glo-
rious, eternal, and unchangeable God. Elfewhere our blefled Lord
affumes and vindicates the application of good, perfet, and infal-
lible, as a feacher, to himfelf. — But here he modeftly declines it,—
to fhew that his doctrine is wholly of God” (s). Might know
thee the only true God—¢ only true and vNperiveD God, in thy
nature, works, and will; and 7efus Chriff, whom thou halt fent to
declare thefe” (#). ¢ Holy— Lord God almighty, we worfhip thy
redeeming love, by appointment of bim who died for us (#). The
Father hath originally—ut fupra (v). Let the name of the great
Jenovawu, by bis Chriff, be univerfally known (w). The devils
are fubjeét to us through thy name—¢ called over them, as hither-
to has been done in the name of the God of Ifrael’ (x). The te-
ftimony of two men is true—¢ how much more then the teflimony
of Gud, as united to mine” £ y). He faid, thy fins are forgiven
thee—*< in the name and authority of almighty God, my fupreme con-
Situent (z). Why doth this man fpeak blafphemies? Who can

(AP.230.9. (m) 34%. 7. (n) 444. (o) 379. 6. 109. 6,
(¢) Fa. Wo, zr::?:r. {E-} IITVES, {;;: “:IOD s. {r(} }.T.io? (a) F;{nﬂ’."u,?lﬂg.,
(») 110, (w) F. W.132. (x) z-‘hEz. (y) 260. (z) 156,
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teacher, but not abfolutely good. Indeed how fhould he?
fince he is not the frwe and underived Gobp, but one fent tg
declare him; not the holy Lord God almightl};’ but one by
whofe appointment we worthip the love of the Almighty;
not the fame with him, but only a refemblance of him. So
great is the difference, that while the Father hath originally
and ¢ffentially life in bimfelf, with undoubted power to com-
municate the fame; the Son hath enly a principle of life given
in himfelf, with a power of beftowing ity according to the
Father’s inffruétion and example.  His name is therefore to-
tally different from the name of the God of Ifrac/, and his

+ ferpents among the people—Neither let us tempt CxrisT, as fome
of them alfo tempted, and were deftroyed of ferpents (7). = I faw the
Lord (Jenovau) fitting upon a throne,—above it flood the fera-
phims—with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered
y his feet. And one cried to another, and faid, Holy, holy, holy is
the Lord of hofts, the whole earth is filled with his glory—~Efaias
faid again, he hath blinded their eyes, &c. Thefe things faid,
Efaias, when he faw n1s crory, and {pake of him (£). There is
no Gobo befide me, a jult God and a Saviour, there is none he-
fide me—1I have fworn by myfelf—that unto me every knee fhould
bow—We {hall all ftand before the judgment-feat of Curist. For
it is written, as I live, faith the Lord, every knee fhall bow to me,
and every tongue fhall confels to Gon. 8o then, every one of us
fhall give an account of himfelf to God (/).

Thomas faid unto him, my Lorp and my Gop ( mg. Unto us
a child is born—-~and his name fhall be called, Wonder ul, Counfel-
lor, the micary Gob, the EvErLAsTING FATHER (n). In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was Gop (¢). But unto
the Son he faith, my throne, O Gop, is for ever and ever—And
‘thou, Lord, has laid the foundation of the earth, &c (£) Feed
'the church of Gop, which we hath purchafed with “his #70n
(bhusd (9).  Gop was manifeft in flefh (r). The appearing of
Jetus Chinft who is the blefled, and onry POTENTATE, King of
‘kings, and Lowrp of lords (s}. Of whom, as concerning the flefh,
(Chrilt came, who is over all Gob, bleffed for ever (7). Lﬂuking

(i) M. xlii. 8. Pf Ixxxiii. 18, N. xxi. 5. comp. 1 C, x. 9. (B)VIf vi

i 1=——10. f_n‘mp. L i} Jf:!;,i If xlv. ‘11—].5_ CU-“'IP- R, Iiv' LOw=11%, S{:ﬂ?
§Jo. 1i. 28. 32. comp. A. ii. 16—33. R. X. 13, 14.~If, viii. r& it pEvei
16. comp. L. ii. 34. xx. 18. R.ix. 33.—IL xl., 3. 5. comp. M. iii. 3. T. ii;

b28.—]r. xvii. 10, comp. Rv. ii. 23. {(m)]. xx.28. G gt 7. i-L
r3. (p) H.i. 8—r12. comp. PL alv. 4, cii. 25—27. (g) A. x1. 13:
(#) V. i, 36, () 1T vi.Ig 35, Rvoxix. 6. (f) R.ix. 5.
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are one only in mutual love, and harmony of defign ; as be-

lievers, who eat Chrift’s fleth and blood by faith, are one
with him :—one in peculiar affection; which yet is not the

fame affe€tion in Chrift, and in the Father, but only fimilar

and in clofe refemblance :—one in teflimony, judgment, and
endlefs felicity; as all the people of Chrift {hall be one in
him. If they are one in mind, will, and power ; that means
no more than their being one in affetionate will, word, and
deed, as all Chriftians {hould be; and as all the prophets,
faithfully delivering his meffage,and confirming it by appoin-
ted figns, were one with God. For it is always to be un-
derftood in fuch cafes, that the Father holds a pre-cminence
of right and command, and is, by far, greater in glory, power,
and b/ifi than the Son. They that faw him, did not fce the Fa-
ther in his fupreme Godhead; but, as i qwere, {faw him, in the
manifeftation of his attributes of wifdom and goodnefs, ho-
linefs and power; in which alome, Chrift is the image of
the invifible God. By feeing the Son in his behaviour, and

TirustRaTioN. 1), That the Father 1s in me, and I in him—
« See v. 30. J. vi. §6. xiv. 10, 11. denotes the highett metual love,
union, and barmony of defign’” (a). Believeft thou not, that I am
in the Father, &c.—¢ agreeable to frequent former averments, by
his peculiar affedlion to me,” in the Father; and the Father “ by a
fimilar affedion towards him alfo, and in clofe refemblance in me.
Comp. J. x. 38. C, ii. 9. We have one mind, will, and poaver (5).
I and the Father that fent me—<are in teflimony clofely conjoin-
ed” (¢). Be one, as we are one—<¢ in judgment, love, and endlefs
felicity (d), that they may be one, as awe are—<¢in afe@ionate will,
word, and deed (¢). They have both one will and power, though to
the Father is attributed pre-eminence of right and command” ().
My Father is greater than [—my Father, ¢ whofe mediatorial fer-
vant I am, is, by far, greater in glory, power, and blifs” (g). Ye
know him, and have feen him—¢¢ as it awere, feen him, 1n his di-
vine atiributes of wifdom and goeodrefs, holinefs and power. C.1. 135.
H.i. 3.” He that hath feen me  perform fuch miracles, in confir-
mation of a heavenly doétrine,” hath % in ¢ffeéi” feen the Father ().
He that feeth me, “in my behaviour and miracles” f{eeth in effei?’’
the Father. See H. i. 3. J. xiv. 9. (7). He that defpifeth me, de-
fpifeth him that fent me—¢¢ defpifeth the clear credentials of him
that fent me (£). He that hateth me, hateth “dn ¢f@” my Fa-

Itrus. D. (@) P. 295. 25. (b) 425.14. 16, 17. () a6o.

3 d) 443.
(e) 442. 37. (f) 109. 7. (g) 429. (B) 425. 16. (i) 360. 1, { ¥

(4) 279
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Of the Sonsuir of Jesus CHRisT.

ArticLe IX. M. Jefus Chrift is not the Son of God,
by an eternal neceffary and incomprehenfible generation ;
importing, that he has the fame nature as the Father, and
poflefles the fame infinite perfections, but is diftinct from
him in perfonality. Nor is he the Son of Ged in any {enfe
abfolutely peculiar to him, and diftinguithing him from e-
very creature. But he is the firf# and chief of all the fons
of God of the fame general order. His Sonthip is equiva-
lent to his being the Mefiab; or Chrift, the anointed of
God, and King of the Fesws, who has for his inheritance
the truth; to teach and confirm which, was the great end
of his coming into the world : and cven his being defigned
the only begotten San of God, importeth no more, than that

The feriptures manifeft that the Son and Holy Ghoft are equal
with the Father, by aferibing to them fuch names, attributes, works,
and worfhip, as are proper to God only ( f).

IcusTraTion. - M. ¢« Our blefled Saviour, the firf and chief
of all the fons of God {Ia]. Jefus avowed himfelf to be the Chriff,
the Son of God (2), his blood, a third witnefs with the water and
Spirit, te evince his being, indeed, the Meffiab—the Son of God
(¢). Jelus pretending to be the Son of God, was really no. more than
what he had confefled to Pilate, without giving any offence, when
he avowed himfelf to he the King of the Jews—1It is as you fay.
I am a King ; but fuch a ane as is before defcribed, (my king-
dom is not of this world, &c.) The truth I will ever avow. It
1s the inheritance I was born to, and to teach and confirm it, is the
very end of my coming into the world. Such is my kingdom ().
His whole condu¢t had been worthy of the ondy begotten Son of God,
the chofen Meffenger and favourite of heaven’” (e).

D. Becaule he faid that God was his Father, making himfelf
equal with God—¢ This was bighly injurious”—"Then ¢ mildly
obviating their malice” anfweved fefus (f). He fhall be called
the Son of the Highet—¢ By way of eminence” (g). Thou art
Chrift, the Son of the living God— fupereminent Sow” (5)-
Oxey begotten of the Tather—ms chief and wwell-beloved, H. i, 3. 6.

(f) L.C. Q. 11. Sce Gonf. and Cat. on Articles VI, VIL
ILsus. M. (a) 532,  (8) 376. = (¢) 377.  (4) 306. 136, (¢) 26.—
D.(f)P.109. 4 (g)s 22. 14, - (B) 226.
I‘.l
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reign over, and conquer all his and his people’s enemies.
At is a title inferior to, and lefs comprebenfive than that ol
God's metaphorical, or God’s by office, as, magiitrates. e,
like other fons of God, reccived pswer and right to be whart
he is, and to live in infeparable union with the Father! fo
that he is a Son of his free grace, indebted to unmerited fa-
vour for his exiftence, and all he enjoys, as much as any o-
ther fon. To be fill more candid and explicit, if pofhble,
whatever high expreflions are ufed in feripture, or elfe-
where, to exhibit his Sonfhip, the foundation of it lies in
his IMMEDIATE ORIGINATION FrROM GgD, or his1m-
MEDIATE CREATION by him. He is therefore the Son of
God in the fame precife fenfe, in which Adam was his {on.

is Adam termed the Son of God ? On account of his immediate cre-
ation, as alfo CHrisT wwas, though born of a woman” (z).

Contrast. The Lord poflefled me in the beginning of his wa}';
before his works of old. When there were no depths, I was brought
forth.,  Before the mountains were fettled 5 fefore the hills was 1
brought forth.—When he prepared the heavens I was there.—Then
was I by him as one brought up with bim ; and I was daily his de-
light, rejoicing always before him (). The Lord hath faid to me,
Thou art my Son: T0-paY have I begotten thee (£). Who hath
afcended into heaven? Who hath gathered the wind in his fifts ?
- What is his name? or his Son’s name ? if thou canft tell (¢):
Out of thee fhall he come forth to me, that 1s to be Ruler in Ifrael.
- whofe goings forth have been of old, from virLasTiNG (). The
Word was with God. The fame was in the beginning with God
(¢). I and my Father are one—We ftone thee—for blafphemy,
and becaufe that thou being a man, makefl thylelf God. Say ye
of him, whom the Father hath fanétified, and fent into the world,
thou blafphemett, becaule 7 jfaid I am the Son of God (f). The
Word awas made flelh—and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotien of the Father, full of grace and truth ( ¢). Con-
cerning his Son, Jefus Chnit, our Lord, which cvas made of the
feed of David according to the flefb : And declared to be the Sox
of Gov, with power, according to the Spirit of bolinefs, by the refur-
rection from the dead (4). He faid alfo that God was his (swwn

(=) 578,

Coxtr, (a) Pr. viii, 23. 33. (&) PLii. 4. 8, comp, Pf. xc. 4. 11,
P. i 8. (o) Proxxx. 3. 4. (d)Mi.v. 3. () ; 1.1 2. (f) J.x. 3o—
38. See Jo. v. 17. on Art. VII. (g) J. 1. 54. (&) Rii. 3. 4.
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and uniformly attributed to him. In particular, he had not e-
ternal exiftence. But when he is faid to have been ;:f/‘&}‘f all
things, it only means, that he was before the New T¢flament
difpenfation and church ftate, begun in his refurrection. He
was not before Abraham or John, in the dignity of his per-
fon, or any pre-cxiftent nature ; but only in the order of hea-

wen, as their appointed [uperior and incomparable chief : be«

the world were not obliged to conceive of him differently from an
ordinary man” (¢). He that cometh after me, is preferred before
me; for he awas before me—< is preferred before me in honour and
dignity ;3 for he was before me, and is my chief”’.  He is mightier
than I—¢¢ mightier, by far 7o feach the doétrine of falvation” (4 ).
Which is preferred, &c.—< for he was in the order of heaven, be-
fore me, and is my incomparable chief?’ (). Before Abraham was,
1 am —¢ long before Abraham was born, I am his appointed fuperi-
or—the Mefliah, the light of the world” ( £). e that is lealt in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he—¢ modeflly, it may be
holding out Aim/felf, though applicable to many others. M. 1. 11.
L. il 16. J. i. 15. 27. 30. DBeing more enriched with the gifis
and graces of the Spirit” ( g). He that cometh from above, is a-
bove all—¢¢ is flored with every divine gift, isabove all men without
exception L. i. 35. R. 1. 4. J. iii. 3. Becaufe Jefus was invefted
with a commiffion from God, fully proved by miracles, to eftablifh
his heavenly kingdom, he was fuperior to Yobn and all the prophets,
who appeared under the Mofaic difpenfation” (£). God giveth

not the Spirit by meafure to him==<¢ the Spirit of wifdom and power

by fparing meafure, as in the cale of former teachers (7).

Coxtrast. (a). Iwill fend an angel before thee, to keep thee
in the way, Beware of him, and obey his voice : provoke him not:
for my Name is in him (). [n the beginning was the Word (¢).
After me cometh a man which is preferred before me, for be awas
before me (d ). Your father Abraham rejoiced to fee my day :
and he faw it, and was glad.—Thou are not yet fifty years old, and
hafl thou feen Abraham ? Jefus faid unto them, verily verily I fay
unto you, before Abraham was, 1 am {r). Having neither begin-
ning of days, nor ¢nd of life, but made like to the Sow or Gop &'f 3
Who 1s the image of the invifible God— And HE /s before all thing,

D ()P.jo.x. (d)49.50. (o) 55. (f)266:23. .(g)150.6, .
(%) 70. x2. (i) 70. .

CoxTr. (a)Sce on preceding Articles, particularly IX.  (8) Px. xxiit
20, 2¥, xxxiii. T4, I5. (¢) J. 1. 1. comp, Gn. i, I, (#} J. 1 15. a7,
() J viti, 56—58. () H. vil. 3,
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adequately, but only intimately, obediently, and with fanu-
liar affetion. Even confidered asr the Son, he knew not
the day of judgment. When it is faid, he knew all men,
it only means that from obfervation and experience he knew
all the wweakneffes incident to men: or if the fenfe be ftretch-
ed farther, to a perfe&t knowledge of whatisin every man;
it mult mean, that he did this by his divine Spirit, that 1s,
by a divine fupernatural and miraculous gif? conferred on
him by God ; fuch as the apoftles and fome of the ancient
prophets occafionally poflefled, and which none can partake

Son himfelf as fuch, but my inhabiting Father only. See for this

~ A.i.6. think of P. ii. 8, g. Rv. v. 1. §”. (4 ). He knew all men

—¢¢ the weaknefles incident to men’’. He knew what is in man
—* he knew by the Spirit perfeétly what is in every man, comp.
M. iii. 16, This was fuch knowledge, that we cannot fuppole
Almighty God would fuffer thofe to partake of, who are aot fent
by him” (). He knew who fhould betray him=—=¢ by the divine
gift that wasin him” ( f).  Jefus knew that they were defirous to
alk him—knew by bis divine [pirit, M. ii, 8” ( g). Thou knowelt all
things,—we believe that thou comeft forth from God—s¢¢ that God,
who alone would confer a gifi {o amazing, comp. J. .. 117 ().
Jefus knew he had been a long time in that cale—¢ knew fuperna-
turally” (i). Called Mary her filter fecretly—¢ though he might
forefee, that the vilitants would follow” (£).  Jefus knew that his
hour was come—¢ this he had clearly revealed to him, though not
the day of judgment as yet. M. xxiv. 26, A.i. 7 (/).

M. When had the world feen, in human fleth, fuch confummate

- knowledge of divine things (m). He feems not to have confidered

his excruciating death in the manner it happened, as previoufly fix-
ed by an abfolute decree (n). 'Though they (other martyrs) might
be, in fome inftances, miftaken in what they profefled, it is scarcE
conceivable, that he could be /o (0).

ContrasT. Jefus—knew a// men, and needed not, that any
fhould teftify of men, for he knew avbat s in man (a). Now we
are {ure, that thou knoweft arv things—by this we believe, that
thou camelt forth from God (4). Lorp, thou knoweft all things;
thou knoweit that I love thee (¢). I the Lorp fearch the beart,
and fry the reins, even to give every man according to his ways.
Thou, even THoU oxLy, knoweft the hearts of all the children of

- men.—Thefe things, faith the Son or Gop, who hath eyes like
- (d) 397- 6. (¢)66.3. (f)415. (g)azb.a. (b)a3s. 10, (i) 107.

() 333.2« (/) 313. Q.=—a=lV. () 245. (n) 22. (o) 338.
ConTR. (@) J. ii. 24. 25, (8) J. xvi. 30. (¢) J. xxi. 17,
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order out of confulion, and reftoring harmony and peace,
where there had been inveterate enmity. Accordingly th:
creation effeted by him, was, like other, things relating to
him, capable of being the fubject of ancient prophecy, and
was actually foretold long before it took place. For he ne-
yer appeared in the characler of a creator, till he was glo-
rified. His work of creation was begun in bim/felf by his re-
furreCtion from the dead; though afterwards it was all left
to be accomplifhed by his mediatorial power. And now by
him all the parts of that work confift, or ftand together, as
under their common Lord,

D. The only ereation competent to Jefus Chrift, and in
fcripture afcribed to him, is a #etv-creation; whereby men
are renewed in knowledge, or being {piritually enlightened,
are made new creatures, created unto good works; are re-

be accomplifhed by his own mediatorial power.—He created them
by altering their form—ut fupra. He caufed light to fhine out of
darknefs, brought order out of confufion, &c.—R. viii. 29, C. i
5. 18. il 10, 11. E.i'10. 1. 14, 15. V. 24. PL 1. 10, civ. 30.
2 C.v.7. Some of the texts quoted in this paragraph, are univerfal-
ly allowed to refer to the new creation. It appears to me, that, when
they are all underftood to relate to the fume fubjeét, they throw
light on one another. It is very likely the creation effected by our
Lord Jefus Chrift, was like other things relating to him, the fubject
of ancient prophecy (a). And by him all things confift, (the all
things of which the apoflle is {peaking, that is, the new creation)
or ftand together, as under their common Lord.—The whole fa-
mily of God in heaven and earth is put under his government”” (4).
D). ¢ Did the Word of God fo create the world areww? He did
as may be clearly feen from 2C. iv. 6. comp. E.ii. 10" (¢). All things
were made by him—*% comp. E.ii. 10. &c. C.1. 20. H.1. 1. &c.”
The world was made by him—¢ The means were powerful.  Sce
a0 10, 101, 9. 1 80 'xii. 609 Plicdigi Hotvze titaze 2 G v 17,
C. iii. 10, G. vi. 15”7 (d). The Father worketh hitherto—< in fup-
fp]_?rt of all his creatures;”” and 1 work—<after bis example,and having
is authority, in bebalf of his rational offspring.” He faid allo, God
was his Father; making himfelf equal with God—< in freedom
and manner of a&ing. 'This was bighly injurisus, as he ranked not
bis own, but his Father’s aworks, above the Sabbath” ().

M. (a) P. 304, 305.  (4) 306.——D. (¢) P. 514. Q.10. (4} 13, 13
{¢) 109. 2. 4,
G 2 .
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Of thPersoN of CHRIST.

ArticLE XV. M. D. That there are in the per/on of
Jefus Chrift two whole, perfect, and diftinct natures, inti-
mately and infeparably, but incomprehenfibly cunémncd;
the Godhead and manhood ; fo as that he is very Erd :m_d
very man, yet but one Chrift, is a moft groundlefs imagi-
nation. Notwithitanding the high thing declared of him in
fcripture, he is fo very far from being the 7rue and living God,
that he poffefes no nature fuperior to our own. He is al-
together one of our own kind, a perfon of our own order;
that is, a man like ourfelves, a fcllow man, in whom al-

and fhe fhall be made whole &n] Jefus faid to them, deftroy this
temple, and in three days I awill raife it up—DBut he {pake of
the temple of his body (o).

IrLustraTion. M. ¢« How glorious is it to us, that one of
our own kind, the man Chrift Jefus, is advanced to univerfal em-
pire (a)? Almighty God deigned to tabernacle with men in a
PERSON OF OUR OWN ORDER, and to manifeft his power, wifdom,

ocodnefs, and holinefs in a man like themfelves (b)—in a man like
themfelves.—"This was doing great honour to the whole human race;
and the honour was much encreafed by what this divine perfon {uf-
fered on our account (¢). That men are capable of receiving good
as well as evil—through means of their fe/lows men, and on their
account, is a matter of daily experience. That he, therefore, thould
fave men by the man Ghriff Fefus, 1s no way unfuitable to the ¢ffa-
blifked order of his providence (d). The Son of God deemed no
affli¢tions, humiliations and indignities too great for him to en-
dure. He welcomed every fort of calamity to his swn perfon (¢).
—Have made them defift from their injurious attempts againft his
perfon (f ). Peter feeing Jelus perfonally attached, and led away
a prifoner ( g}.--Nu more in a [tate of mortality ; and it was fit
he fhould wean them by degrees from their attachment to bis per-
Jony and accuftom them to bear his lodily abjfence ()).—of genuine
virtue, in a fitwation to flefb and blood, the moft awful that can awell
be concerved (i). The beloved Son of God made a man of forrows
—and the fame perfon expiring on a crofs (£). He fuffered the

moft injunoua treatment which it was pn{ﬁblc for an innocent man

(7) M. v, 36. L.viii. yo.comp. M. ix, 18—a25. J. xi. 25.40. M. xiv,28—31,
(¢) J. 11. 19. 21. comp. R. i. 4. M.xx.19. M.ix.3I. L. xviii. 33.

Iiius. M. (a) P.488. () 487. (<) 488. (4) 455. (e)418. (fF) 56.
(£) 8o. () 226. (i) 154, (&) 516.
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Of the IncarnaTiON AxD HuMILIATION of the Son
or Gobp.

ArrticLE XVII. D. There can be no fuch thing as
the incarnation of the Son of God in the fenfe commonly
received : as if he being the fame in {ubftance, equal in
power and glory with the Father, condeicended to affume,
in the fulnefs of time, our low nature into union with him-
felf, in circum{tances of extraordinary abafement ; in which
alfo he fubmitted to itill further humiliations. He came
down from heaven indeed, but it was only in refpect of the
Superior gifis he poflefled, of the heavenline/s of his difpofitions
and wviews, of his doctrines, inflructions and precepts ; or at
molt in the low outward flate of human nature as a fervant,
in which, amidit all his high endowments and privileges,
he was pleafed to appear.

M. The whole of what is called the myfery of our Lord’s

fice of mediator and furety (p). Being conceived of the virgin
Mary, of her fubftance, and born of her, yet without fin (¢).

ILrusTraTion. D). He that cometh from above—¢ heaven
above, and is_flored with every divine gift, is above all men, without
exception” (2). As the Father hath fent me into the world ¢ by
a gift of the Spirit without meafure” (4). 1am from above—¢ in
difpofition.”” Ye are of this world. Iam not of this world—=¢ only,
1 T.ii1g. cemp. J.1ii. 6. 3. C.iii. 1, 2. Chrilt’s precepts, in-

Sirudions, and wiews were all heavenly” (¢). This is the bread
which cometh down from heaven —¢ this which I now fpeak, is the
true dofirinal bread.”” 1 am the living bread, which came down
from heaven—¢ I myfelf am the gracious befloawer of that living
bread —application of v. 50" (d). But he that came down from
heaven—<¢in bis prefent lozv outward flate of human nature” (¢).

M. « And was made in the likenefs of men—not only by his af-
fuming their nature, but by defcending=—ut fupra—Found in fathion
as a man, that is, in the appearance—ut Supra ( £). 1n him were
united the fulnefs—u! firpra (g). We find that in the midt—gus
Supra (b).  When the time came when it behoved him, accord-
ing to the appointment of the Father, to {uffer——ut Jupra—He

(#) Conf. viti, 3. (g) L. C. Q. 37. 8. C. Q. 23. Sec Conf. Art. XV,
anJAr: XXXVIl. - o 3 e

ILLvs. D.(a) P. 70. 1. (8) 498.  (¢) 201, 7, (d) 208, 3. ) 6.
M. (f) 415. (g) 412, (b) 413, b (-






L 63 ]

and die came, he hefitared not to defcend from a ftate of
elevation and grandeur, never poflefled by any man before or
after him, into the deepeft aby(s of humiliation. He divelt-
ed himfelf of every appearance of the divinity, which we
formerly acknowledged to belong to him *, and was redu-
ced to the condition of the moft poor and helplefs; or con-
fented to appear as fuch. In other wards, he laid afide e-
very mark of that majeity, dignity, and fplendor, whereby he
reprefented God upon earth, and meekly {ubmitted, notwith-
ftanding his greatnefs, to fervile offices and treatment. And
this voluntary degradation was neceflary, not for the ends
that fome have invented, but {imply in order to his fuffering
death. TFor if he had not been found in that condition
his enemies would not have dared to feize his perfon; at
leaft the flighteft exertion of divine power in his own be-
half would have baffled all their attempts, or even drawn
down deftruction on themfelves.

Of the Worsnir of Jesus CHrIsT.
ArTicLe XVIII. M. The avor/bip paid to Jefus Chrift
is not founded in the imaginary excellencies of his divine

fuffering of death (¢). I am a worm and no man, a reproach of
men, and defpifed of the people (). No man hath afcended up
to heaven, but he that came dozen firom heaven: even the Son of
man who 15 in heaven 5 ). What, and if ye fhall fee the Son of
man afcend up where be was before (5).

The eftate of Chrift’s humiliation was that low coindition, where-
in he, for our fakes emptying himfelf of his glory, took upon him the
form of a fervant, in his conception and birih, life, death, and after his
death until his refurrection.  Chrift humbled himfelf in his concep-
tion and birth, in that, being, from all eternity, the Son of Ged, in
the bofom of the Father, he was pleafed, in the fulnefs of time, to
become the Son of man, made of a woman of low eftate, and to be

born of her, with divers circumftances of more than ordinary abafe-
ment (i).

 IirusTraTion. M. « The honour and worfhip paid to Chrift
in and by the church of God, are founded in his exaliation (a),

7 Wi et R VIE

Et}‘}}.i‘" 9. [{2}?1’. 151:::. 6, 4. Eﬂcc Ze.ax. 9. If. vin. 14. ix. 6, 4 C.ii. 8.
2) Joui. 13. o VI 02.—i. I8, (i) L.C. Q. 46, 47, 48, 49. S .

VIIL 1, 2, T'%:-: 5. C. Q. a5, = iyl L e
lervs. B (af P. 310.
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Of the Difpenfation of the Lavw.
ArTicLE XIX. M. The moral law of God, being the

eternal law of rectitude and truth, could not in the nature
- of the thing, require-lefs of man, as the rule of his con-
dud, than perfe? obedience; that is, 1t could not permit
him to neglect or violate his duty, in any inftance or de-
gree, without becoming liable to punithment. Yet it is not,
nor ever was, fuch a tranfcript of the nature of God, and
fuch a neceffary affertion of his right; or a law fo arifing
from his holinefs and juftice, effential fovereignty and ab-
folute dominion over his rational creatures, as to be fixed
and immutable, admitting of no abatement and difpenfation.
But it is {o unneceflary, arbitrary and mutable, in the full

ing able to feareh the hearts, hear the requells, pardon the fins,
and fulfil the defires of all, and only to be believéd in and warfhip-
ped with religious worfhip — Prayer, which is a {pecial part there-
of, is to be made by all to him alone, and to none othér (#).

ILLustraTion. M. ¢ He being willin to ewerlook involun-
tary frailties and finaller Llemifbes, and even to allow the benefit of
repentance in cale of ewilful fins (a). The law of God cannot exa&
lefs from a reafonable and moral creature, than perfed obedience,
nor allow of any tranfgreflion; of which, in every inftance, death is
the penalty. But the {upreme Lawgiver determined from the be-
ginnamg to metigate in our favour the rigﬂurfﬂﬂf law; and to make al-
. Jowance for human error and imperfedlion, and to accept of repen-
. tance and fincere obedience, inftead of finlefs perfection (£). At the
- fame time hislaw—ut fupra—and forfeiting fome portion of his hap-
. pinels” (¢).

" b [

. Contrast. Thy righteoufnefs is an everlafling righteoufnefs, and

thy law is the truth. The nghteonfnefs of thy tgfimonies 1s ever-
. lafting. Righteous art thou, O Lord; and upright are thy judg-
. ments: Concerning thy teftimonies I have known of old, that thou
haft founded them forever. Thy word is true from the begianing;
and every one of thy righteous judgments endureth forever (a).
Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, and juft,
and good (&), Till heaven and earth pafs away, one jot or tittle

(#) L. C. Q. 101. 179,
Ierus, (o) P. 238.  (8) 251, () 238, 339. £
Coxrr. (a) If. cxix. 137, 142. T44,152. 160.  (§) R.vii, 12, v. 7, 8,
12
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Of Manw's ORIGINAL Cond:tion.

ArtrcLe XX. M. God did not make man at firll upiig bt,
or in a {tate of moral perfection; enjoyinga full knowledge
of his duty, a, heart entirely and only, thm}gh mutably,
difpofed to a ¢ompliance with it, and fufficient powers {or
the complete and unexceptionable performance thereof, fo
as that it was eafy for him, exercifing a fingle and conitant
dependence upon his bountiful Creator, to have fecured his
happinefs for ever by his own perfect obedience. He was on
the contrary, in his be# eftate an imperfect and frail, as well
asa fallible creature. Being endowed with animal paffions,

IicvsTraTion. AL <« That a frail and fallible creature, fuch
as man is in his Zef eftate, endowed—ur fupra—thould e able to

. fecure his happinefs by his own perfect obedience ; Ae who made

e

him #neaw i t0 be 1MpossiBLE (a). Certain it ds that in the moff
innocent and virtwous charalters among men the dias of animal na-
ture will fometimes draw contrary to duty - Although the mutual

' "ﬁruggfr:r of reafon and pgﬁm are a confequence of imperfeddion; yet

the vi¢tory of reafon derives more value from that very circum-
ftance. Take away from a man’s aétions all care, attention and
effort—in favour of virtue, and you exceedingly leffen, or even reduce
to nathing the merit of them, be they ever fo good in themfieclves (4).
It was fit that man fhould have the higheft ftandard of perfection
before his eyes that— knowing the extent of his obligations, he
might be the more fenlible of his weaknsfs, when he failed, and his
need of the allowances of mercy (¢). He forefaw and had provided
a remedy for it, before he gave them a being” (d ).

Contrast. God faid let us make man in our image, after our
likenefs.  So God created man in his own image: in the image of
Gob created he him (a). Andthat ye put on the new man, which
after God is created in rightecufnefs and true holinefs (4). Lo,

this only have I found that God made man upright, but they have -

fought out many inventions (¢). Let no man fay—1 am tempted
of God —but every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his
own lufl, and enticed (d). Left by any means, as the ferpent Ze-
guiled Eve, by kLis fubitilty, fo your minds fhould be corrupted (e).—

Iurus, M. (a) P.238. (&) 25, 26. It is to be remembered that he applics
thele things to Chrift, who, he admits, had no fin, fee Art, XVL (¢) 239.
(d) 240, Sec en foregoing and following articles. -

CoxnTr. (a) Gn.i.26,27. (b) E.iv. 2a4. C.iii. 30. () Ec. vii. g.
() I.i. 13.14. (¢) 2 C.ii. 3. .

o

*






{ v ]

—was engaged to perform perfect obedience, as the condition
of life to himfelf and his defcendents, during the time of his

robation : God, on the other hand, graciously promifing to
Eim the continuance of the life then enjoyed, both zemporal,
confifting in the union of his foul and body without fepara-
tion; and /piritual, confifting in the favour of God, cnnfurmi-‘
ty to him and communion with him; witharicherand more
exalted life than was then competent to him in heaven, after

~ finithing his courfe of trial on earth—upon that condition
- and threatening death oppofite to all that promifed life up-

~ on the lealt failure in obedience. But the plan was this.—

¢ In creating the race of men—Gad, according to his good-

- nefs, defigned them for happinefs, happinefs without end:

not abfolutely, however, and infallibly, without any care on
their part; but in confequence of the right excreife of their
rational powers, their free choice and faithful endeavours,
by the pratice of true piety and virtue, and a ftedfaft ad-
herence thereto, amidft all the temptations incident to their
ftate: He being” awilling to OVERLOOK INVOLUNTARY

the day thou eateft thereof, thou fhalt furely die (a). And the
law is not of faith, but the man that doth thefe things fhall /ive 4y
them (b). If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.—
Thou thalt do no murder, &e. (¢). Mofes deferibeth the righte-

“oufnefs which is of the law, the man which doth thefe things /ball

live by them (d) By one man fin entered into the world, and death
by finy and o death pziled upon all men, for that all have finned.—

. The judgment was by one to condemnation—by the offence of one,

judgment came upon all men to condemnation (¢). -

The diftance between God and the creature is fo great, that al-
though reafonable creatures do owe obedience to him as their Cre- -
ator, yet they never could have any fruition of him as their blefled-
nefs and reward, but by fome voluntary condefcenfion on God’s part;
which he has been pleafed to exprefs by way of covenant. The firft
covenant made +-ith man was a covenant of works, wherein life was
promifed to Adam, and in him to his pofterity upon condition of
pertett and perfonal obedience (f) God gave to Adam a law as
a covenant of awerks, by which he bound him and all his pofterity
to petfonal, entire, exa, and perpetual obedience, promifed life
upon the fulfilling, and threatened death upon the breach of it;

CoxTR. (a) Gn.ii. 16, 14. (&) G.iii. 12, (¢) M.gix. 17, 18,

» ([ R.x5. (9) Rov.13—18. (f) Conf. vil. 1, 2.
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ginning to mitigate in our favour the rigour of law, that
this death thould not be ezernal on the {core of that trinf-
greflion in the cafe of any, but only zemporary. And this
death, accordingly, was a// the punifliment inflicted upon
them, and that ever fhall be inflicted upon any of their off-
fpring for that fin. :

Of Adan’s ¥1RsT fin not being 1MPUTED fo his poflerity,
and of the natural PURITY and RECTITUDE of bis de-

Jcendents :

ArTicLE XXIII. M. It was jult now admitted, that
temporal death is fome how or other inflicted on the pofte-
rity of Adam through his firft tranfgreflion. But bow und
upon awhat ground it fhould be fo, appears perfectly inexpli-
cable as it is extremely unjuff : For there is no proper imputa-
tion of that fin to them, no finding them finners or guiliy
otherwife, than in treating them as fuch by adjudging them
to déath; nor is there any moral po/lution whatever conveyed
by him to them. All infants, how much temporal calami-
ty foever they may fuffer, are eatirely innocent in both thefe

Lord fent him forth from the garden of Eden--he drove out the
man (). As many as are of the works of the law are under the
curfe : For it is written, curfed is every one, that continueth not in
all things written in the book of the law, to do them (¢). And
were by nature children of wrath even as others (). For the awages
of fin 1s pEaTH : but the gift of God is eternal life through Jefus
Chrift our Lord (¢). Indignation and wrath, tribulation and an-
guith upon every foul of man that doth evil (/). The judgment
was by one to condemnation ( g).

By this fin they fell from their original righteoufne(s and com-
munion with God, and fo became dead i {in ; wholly defiled i all
the faculties and parts of foul and body (£). The fall brought
mankind into an §ﬂar: of fin and mifery., The fall brought upon
mankind the lofs of communion with God, his difpleafure and curfe ;
fo as we are by nature children of wrath, bond flaves to Satan, and
juftly liable to all punifhments in this world, and that which is to
come (i). All mankind, by the fall, loft communien with God,

(#) Gn. ii. 7,8, 16—25. ' (<) G.iii. 0.  (d) E.ii. 3. () R, vi. 23.
(f) R.ii. 8, 9. (g) R.v. 16. 18. viii. 1. Sce on following Article,
T6) Confivi, 1. 6. (7) L. C. Q. 23. 27, 28, 29.

fh o
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refpets. Principles of re&itude and candour, notwith{tand-
ing the difafters of the fall, are implanted in our nature. So
far from being, in a moral view, wholly corrupted, we are,
every one of us endowed with a good confeience, a candid and
ingenuous temper; and in thort, have the feeds of univerfal
goodnefs {fown in our conftitution, which need only to be
cherithed for producing a plentiful harveft of all righteouf-
nefs. Hence inftead of being prone to follow evil only,
men are originally difpofed to imitate the virtues of a gosd
charalter, wherever they fee it. So highly in a particular
manner, 1s that of Jesus CuisT recommended to every hu-
man mind, that nothing prevents its meeting with univerfa!
refpect, but the power of falfe religion, of vicious paflions
contracted in a courfe of fin, and interfering worldly inte-
velts.

are under his wrath and curfe, and fo made liable to all the mileries
of this life, to death itfelf, and to the pains of hell forever (£).

ILrustraTion. M. By one man’s difobedience many were
MADE SINNERS, or treated as fuch, by bei ;1 ADJUDGED TO DEATH
5,3 ). Itis the wicked only who are punithed, even in thefe fuf-

rings of the righteous. S§o the fins of parents are punithed in the
calamities infliCted on their innocent offspring (4) If the light of
faith and of a good confcience have not forfaken you, confider—(¢);

—recommends and enforces a worthy conduct, and tends to nourifb in
us the feeds of univerfal goodnefs (d). Every one who fees or hears of
them (1. e. good charalters) will be naturally difpofed to imitate their
virtues (¢). 'Who could forbear to refpect and venerate him (1. e.
Jefus Chrift)? None {::rr{}r, but thofe in whom falfe religion, toge-
ther with the force of vicious paffions and interfering interefls, had
entirely erazed the principles of reditude and candour implanted in
their NATURE (). - ;

D. Who did fin, this man, or his parents, that he was born
blind?=<¢ Neither hath this man' /o finned as fo deferve this great
evil—Punithment prior to tranfgreffion, is an unjufl, and therefore an
infupportable cafe” (g). Suffer the little children—of fuch is the
kingdom of God—¢¢ The two component members of the Chriftian

(£) 8. C. Q. 17. 19. Sce Conf, Cat. of former Article, with the Contraft
on the next,

TuLus, M. (a) P.279. () 274. (<) 402,403. Hefpeaks of thofe wha
are yetin their fins. (d) 476, 477. He does not except unbelievers, to whom
the gofpelis preached without effe®. (¢) 272, (f) 445D (g) 267- 3.
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D. Before they are a&ually born into the world, men
are chargeable in the fight of God with no fin whatever;
as little through their connexion with the firlt Adam, as in
their own perfons ; and as they deferved no evil, fo to punifh
them in any form or degree, is an unjuft and infupportable
cafe. With refpet to little children, infants, or thofe but
juft above that age, they are as free from evil habits as they
are remarkable for fimplicity. They are a// of them, at leait
thofe of them that are born within the pale of the vilible
church, real members of the church invifible, no lefs than
the moft fan&ified Chriftians ; and, without any renovation
whatever, eminently qualified for the heavenly inheritance.
There is therefore no need of praying for pardon or rege-
neration to them, but only for their continued awelfare; and
Jefus himfelf fought no more in their behalf.—Thus—

church, and eminently qualified for the celeftial inheritance. Of fuch
as refemble them in their implicity, freedom from ewil habits, trac.
tablenefs and modefty” (4). Were brought unto him little chile
dren—¢¢ infants, or jufl above that age.  See L. xviii. 15. 2z T.
til. 15.” that he fhould put his hands on them—¢¢ a common Jewifh
form, when they invocated a divine bleffing on any”’~and pray—-¢ for
their continued awelfare.” (1.)

Coxtrast. And fo death paffed on all men; for that, or in
whom all have finned. For until the law, f{in was in the world:
but fin is not imputed where there is no law. Neverthelefs, death
reigned from Adam to Mofes, cven over them that had not finned af-
ter the fimilitude of Adam’s tranfgrefion. By one man’s dilobedi-
ence many were made (or conftituted ) finners (a). /n Adam all
dic. As we have born the image of the earthly, we fhall alfo bear
the image of the heavenly (8). Dehold I was_fbapen in iniquity,
and in fin did my mother conceive me (c). Except a man be bors
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
That which is born of the flefh is fo/b: “that which is born of the
Spirit is Spirit (4). Adam begat a fon in bis orwr likenefs, after
his image (¢). Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and
full of trouble.--Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
Not one. 'What is man that Je thould be elean, and he that is horn

{ﬁ}czgg. 4 { (\;}R:gﬂ. I, 2. See next Article, and ‘Article LVIIL,

oNTR. {a) R.v. 12—21, (&) T C. xv. 22—45. o) PL. Li. 4. 5.

(#) J-1ii. 3—6. (<) Gn. v. 3. comp. i. 26, 27. i b
K2






k371

there. But men are evil, as fubjedt to infirmities, paflions,
and the power of bad habits. They cannot be faid to be fi/led
with evil, unlefs, as is indeed the cafe with fome, they
abound in batred, envy, mifchievons arrogance, and 'crthc!'
fuch grofs pharifaic enormities. And even men .ﬂf"-thrs: de-
fcription, and who deflerve to be ftyled a generation of vipers,
may fpeak things really good on sccafion, though not in com-

men, and in a prevailing degree. i

for God hath implanted many good principles in the human mind ;
but comparatively fo, fubjet to infirmities, paffions,. and the posver
- of bad habits” (b). O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil
 ==té {illed with evil of hatred, envy, and mifchievous arregance. Infir-
. mities are not here fpoken of, but grofi pharifuic cnormities” —1Ipeak
- good things—* in common; in a moral fenfe they could not prevail-

| ingly, as in Fr. xiii. 23”7 An evil man, out of the evil treafure of

his heart—s¢¢ all is treafure above wwhat is neceffary (¢).

ContrasT. God faw that the wickednefs of man was great on
the carth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heatt
was ONLY evil coutinually (a). 'The Lord looked down from hea-
wen upon the children of men—They are a// gone afide; they are
altogether become filthy: There is none that doth good ; no, not
one (6),  What then? Are we better than they? No, in 7o wife.
For we have before proved, both Jews and Gentiles, that they are
ALL upder fin: asit is written, there is none righteous; no, not
one (¢). The carnal mind (or minding of the flefh) is enmity a-
gainit Gop: TFor it is not fubject to the law of God; neither in-
deed can be. So then, they that are in If)f{ﬂyﬁ cannot pleale God (d).
I know that in me, that is, in my #e/b, dwelleth no good thing (¢).
The wicked are like to the troubled fea, when it cannot reff, whofe
waters calt up mire and dirt ( f). A good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit: neither can a corrupt tree bring fotch good fruit, Where-
fore by their fruits ye fhall know them (g). An evil man, out of
_ the evil treafure of his beart, bringeth forth that which is evil: for
- of the abundance of the heart his mouth fpeaketh ().

(4) 138. 1. () X61. 3, 4,°5. See Art. L. LL. LVIIL
ConTr. (a) Gn. vi.5, (H)PLxiv.2,3. (e)R.iil.g—18. (d)R. viii. 7.
8, (¢)Rvii. 17. SeeR.v. 6. E.ii. 1—3. 11, 12. Jr. xvii. 9. 2P.b.14.
If. v. 18. (/) I lvii. 20.  (g) M. vii. 13. L. vi. 43, 44. L iii. 9—12. _
(4) L.vi. 45. M. x11. 33—35. xvii. 7. L.avii.1. Pr.iv. 16. Conf. agid
Gat, as 1 preceding Articles,
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: Of ELecTiIoON,

ArTicLe XXV. M. There is no fuch thing as a fove-
reign, free, particular, efernal, and infallible eleffion of fome
men to eternal life, and the means of it, in Jefus Chrift.
All the election acknowledged in feripture, takes place in
time. It comprehends none who are, as yet, in a ftate of
alienation from God, but thofe only, who are already new
creatures, his called, fanélified, and beloved ones : Thofe, who
being actually feleéted to the knowledge of the truth, love God,
are his faithful fervants, and walk in the way of his com-
mandments. They are not, therefore, chofen, rhat they may
be pardoned and fanctified, but fantified that they may
be chofer and pardoned. Their eleftion, as other diftinguith-
ing privileges poflefled by them, is zbrough the blood of
Chnift, attacked to their faith, and folloaws it. And as that
election may be, and fometimes is improperly made, fo it
may be, and frequently is defeated and rendered ineffectual,

IvLusTtraTioNn. M, « Through the blood of Chrift, all believers
in him are endowed with important privileges above the reft of man-
kind. Thus, for inftance, they are the chofen or ele@ people of
God; his called, fandified,—his beloved ones, and nmew creatures.
Thefe and fuch like, are not empty titles attached to the faith of
Chritt (a). The ele@ or chofen people of God, his faithful fervants,
who Jove him, and walk in the way of his commandments (4).
Bleffed is the man whom thou chufeft—And do I partake of this
- bleffednefs? Am 1 chofen and eleed of God to the }:mwkdga of the
#ruth, and attainment of falvation (¢). Chriftians are fandified by

‘the Spirit, and made the eledt of God, that they may be obedient to
" his commands, and have their guilt wathed away F’ ). How zea-
lous fhould I be by my behaviour, to juffify, if 29 ible, a choice fo
honcurable and benef. > 1l to me; to thew that it hath not been sm-

roperly placed, and to render it effefiual’ (e).
! g’}&‘ﬁkiuﬁ they were—¢ by iﬁgﬁ{y arsd)fa-u: of the truthy or by
faith and ingenusus obedience,” and thou gaveft themme ( f). Few
are chofen— of chofen [pirits, comp. Dt. vii. 6. J, xv. 16. A.ix,
13, &c” (z). Few are chofen,— or there be few choice ones,
whom God will approve, being deflitute of good works to juftify
their fincerity,” M. xx. 16 %J‘;}. Deceive the very eleGt—his
¢ choice ones” (i). For the eleét’s fake—¢ both Chriftians and

Intus. M (a) P. 473 (8) 321. (<) 474 (d) 353. (¢) 474. Sce
eu Art. LI LVil——D. (f) 441. 45. (g) 306, 21. (3) 373. 19
(1) 393
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D. God has fome men diftinguifhed from others, by their
integrity and love of the truth, or by their faith and inge-
nuous obedience; but he has made #o diftinction among them
by a peculiar choice, or purpofe of deflination, while yet in
their fins. His ele@ are not a certain number feparated
from the reft of mankind from everlafting, by a fovereign
and fecret decree, but a fer of t‘aﬁ#’ﬂ [pirits, or choice ones,
who, being full of good aworks, to jultify their fincerity, are ap-
- proved of him; and to whom it is his {overeign good pleafure,
not in the way of eternal, fixed, and immutable purpsfe, but
of promife, to be accomplifhed as they fhall behave them-
felves, to give the kingdom of endlefs felicity. Agreeably
to this, none are given by the Father to the .Syun, but thofe,
upon whom grace has already produced faving effeits, While
on earth, he had no fheep but of the Fewifb told: nor are
- any perfons his theep at any time, or in any fenfe, who live
Eaﬁ.’g. All to whom that character belongs are fimple and
teachable perfons, If they have great need, they have alfo

Jews of the letter fort—Probably the perfevering Chriflians ().
It is your Father’s good pleafure to give you in promife” the
kingdom—¢¢ of endlefs felicity”” (/). All that the Father gi-
veth me—<¢ over to me for inftruction, &y his divine grace or effec-
tually,” fhall come to me—¢¢ chearfully” (). Thou gaveft them me
—~effedually, comp.vi. 377 (#). To as many as thou haft given him
— by efficacious grace, comp. . vi. 39, 40” (o). Other theep 1
have, which are not of this fold—¢ of the Jewifh fold, viz. the Gen-
- tiles. He fpeaks of that which was certainly and foon to de, as if
it were already done.”” Them alfo I muft bring in-=< becaufe of
their great need, and commendable integrity” (p). Ye believe not,
becaufe ye are not of my fheep—¢¢ of my upright, imple, and decile
ﬂ'lEEP. You live 2afely, and feck to devour” (¢).

ConrtrasT. Blefled be God—who hath blefled us with all fpi-
ritual bIcfﬁnEs in heavenly places (or things) in Chrift.  decording
 as he hath chofen us in him lefore the foundation of the avorld, that
we fhould be holy, and without blame before him in love: Ha':ing
predeflinated us to the adoption of children, by Jefus Chrift to himfelf,
according TO THE GOOD PLEASURE of bis will; to the praife of the
glory of his Grace: having made known the myftery of his will,
according to his Good PLEASURE, which he purpofed in himfelf (a).

() 392.17._ () 320.3. (m)305.2. (n)441.15. (c)44S.9. (p) 276. 5.
(g) 293-7,8. _
* Coxtr, (a) E, 1. 3—9,
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ting the redemption of fallen men; about whiclh the {crip-
ture warrants us to conceive that the Father, defigning to
glorify all the perfections of the Deity, particularly the riches
of his grace; having, in his fovereign good pleafure, chofen
fome of our race, confidered as finful and ruined, to eternal
life; and haviag pitched on his own Son to be their Saviour
and Redeemer, did, in eternal counfels, propofe to him to
become man, by the affumption of their nature, and in that
nature, and as their Surety, to fulfil all the righteoufnefs of
the law they had violated, by his obedience even to the death,
as the condition of their falvation; promifing afliftance in his
work, the acceptance of it, and a glorious reward for it; as
alfo to beftow, on the condition propofed, eternal life and
all the means of it, upon thofe whom he reprefented: And
in which the Son, in the fame depth of infinite love, and as
equally interefted in the high defign, acceded to the propo-
fal, and, on the credit of the Father’s promife, pledged him-
{elf to become, do, and fuffer accordingly. But the covenant

thentic feal (a)~—A willing facrifice for the #ruth, and laid down
his life in confirmation of his do@rine, which 1s the neww covenant (1),
This view of the gofpel, as a covenant or padiion, between different
parties, with a feal appended to it, feems to be chiefly in allufion
to the old covehant which God made with Ifracl—and to compare
it, in this refpe&, with the new covenant, or the gofpel of Chrilk (¢).
According to this covenant all fins—uw# fupra—repentance which
the gofpel requires, but are followed by it, fhall be forgiven (4 ).
The new covenant promifing the remiffion—ut fupre (¢). We
know that the condemnation of impenitent finners is eftahlithed in
the fame covenant, and ratified with the fame blood, which aflures
the remillion of fins to them that repent” ( f).

CoxtrasT. I have made a covenant with my chofen, I have
fworn unto David my fervant.—Thou fpakeft in vifion to thy ho-
ly One, and faidft, I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I
have exalted one chofen out of the people. I have found David
my fervant, and with my holy oil have I annointed him (2), Be-
hold the man, whofe name is the Branch,—he fhall build the temple
of the Lord; and the counfel of peace fhall be between them both
(4)- I was fet up from everlafling, from the beginning, cre ever

Inrvs. M.(a)P.334.  (8) 350, (<) 335- () 334. (e)350. (F)as6.
ConTr. (a) PL Ixxxix. 2, 3. 19,20. comp. Pl cxxxii. Ek. xxxiv, 23—26.
{(b) Zc. vi, 32, 13. R
L
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of grace is imply and only, the doitrine which Chrift taught,
the truth, the gofpel; called a covenant,in allufion to the old
covenant, which God eftablithed with Ifrael: The tenor
whereof is not, that God will certainly and infallibly give
all good, to the amount of complete and everlafting fal-
vation, to his people; but that all fins, how numerous and
great {oever, provided they do not exclude repentance, but are
followed by it, fhall be forgiven, and remain no obftacle to
the enjoyment of eternal life in heaven: or it is a promife
of parden on repentance, of the remiflion of fins to all finners
who repent and /ive virtuoufly. 1In which covenant too, the -
condemnation of obftinate finners is equally provided for, and
eftablithed, as the falvation of the penitent.

the earth was (¢). Now to Abraham and his {eed, were the pro-
mifes made. And he faith not, and to feeds, as of many, but as of
one, and to thy feed, which is Curist (4). In hopeof eternal life,
which God that cannot lie promifed, before the world began (¢). But
ve are come to Jefus the mediator of the neav covenant ( f). By fo
much was Jefus made the furety of a better ttftament (or covenant)
. Thisis the covenant, that I will make with the houfe of If-
rael after thofe da}ra—lgii).
The Lowd was pleafed to make a fecond, commonly called, the
covenant of grace : Wherein he freely offereth to finners life and fal-
vation by Jefus Chrift; requiring of them faith in him that they
may be faved; and promifing to give to all thofe that are ordained
to eternal life, his holy Spirit to make them able and willing to be-
lieve. This covenant is frequently fet forth in {eripture, by the
name of a teflament, in reference to the death of ]pfua Chrift, as the
‘teftator, and to the everlafting inheritance, with all things belong-
ing to it, therein bequeathed (7). But of his mere love and grace
delivereth his eleét—and bringeth them into a flate of falvation by
the fecond covenant, commonly called the covenant of grace. - The
covenant of grace was made with Cur1sT, asthe fecond A-
dam, and in him with all the eleét as his feed. The grace of God
is manifefted in the fecond covenant, in that he freely provideth and
offereth to finners, a Mediator and life and falvation by him—(£).

(¢) Pr. viii. 23. (d) G.iii. 16, (¢) T.1i. 1. 2. Sce 2 T. i. 9. quoted pre.
Art. and If. liti. To0—12. xlii. §—10. xlix. T—12. P{. xl. 5—‘3. D. ix. 27,
(/) H. xii. 22, 24. viii. 6. (g) H.vii. 22. (%) See tenor of it, H. viii. 10.
11 Jr. xxxi. 31—34. Ek. xxxvi. 25—31. Jr.xzxii. 38—g41. E.ii. 13.
1 T. ii. 25. H. ix. 15—17. L. xxii. 20. I C, 31. 25. (#) Conf. vii. 3. 4.
(#) L. C. Q. 30. 31, 32. 5. C. Q. 30. '
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Of the GospE L,

ArTicLE XXVII. M. For underftanding this {ubject
better, it is to be obferved, that the gofpel is only a /ate privi-
lege granted to mankind, fulfilling the law and prophets,
and perfeting all former revelations of God: And yet of
the great fubjedls of it, briefly fummed up in the docirines
concerning God and ourfelves, not all the heathen world,
but the bulk of them were ignorant, notwithftanding the
aids of philofophy. Properly taken, the awbole of it 1s no-
thing elfe but good tidings of great joy to all people; and
yet it does not offer repentance as a giff, nor contain the di-

IveusTraTioN. M. ¢ Our very dnowledge of the gofpel, and
of all the noble inftructions and motives it propoles, in order to
reform and fantify, is a beaefit for which, under God, we are in-
debted to the blocd of Chrifi 1(:1). Moreover the gofpel fulfills the
law—ut fupra (£). Of thele interelting {ubjects (i. e. God and
themfelves, the fubjeéis of the gofpel) the du/é of mankind, not-
withftanding all the aids of philofophy were grofsly ignorant, lefore
the revelation of the gofpel;’ and are fo ftill, where this divine light
hath not yet appeared. The world by wifdom knew not God; and
there is' no reafon to think it ever would have known him (¢).
The whole of the gofpel, ut fupra (d). Provided they do not ex-
clude—zhat repentance, which the gofpel requires {¢). The full ac-
complifhment of all gofpe/ promifes and threatenings (/). The
blood of Chrifl ratifies the threatenings as well as promifes of the gof-
pel (g).- The lealt worthy are invited, provided they repent and
beliewe the gofpel (). Salvation, which was now gffered freely
anc in the moft ample manner, to all that would repent and delieve
the gofpel (¢). He is willing that our love to him fhould all turn
to the good of one another; nay he peremptorily requires it ; and i
is what he mainly aimed at in the manifeftation of gofpel grace”

(4)

Conrrast. I will put enmity between thee and the woman
and between thy feed and her feed. /¢ fhall bruife by bead, and
thou fhall bruife Ais hee/ (a). And the feripture forefeeing, that
God would juftify the heathen through faithy preached before the
go/pel to Abraham, faying, in thee fhall all nations be bleffed (6). Let
us therefore fear— For unto us was the gofpel preached; as well as

Itius. M. (a) P.329.  (8) 468. () 467 (d) 506.  (e) 234.

(f) 233-235. (g) 363. (B)290. (i) 301. (4) 432
Conrr. (¢) Guo.iii. 15. comp, H.ii. 14, 15. C.ii. 14, 15, (4) G.iii. 8,
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- 5 \a)
Of the or.D Difpenfation, and the State of the Church under it.

ArTrcLe XXVIIL M. It was juflt now faid that the
gofpel is only a /ate privilege granted to mankind : and this
holds not of the Gentiles only, but of the Fews, defigned the
peculiar people of God, alfo. For although a covenant was
eftablithed with them, in a very early period of their nation,
there was nothing in it of the nature of the gopel. It was
of quite another nature, as it had another kind of feal: only
there was fuch a refemblance between them, as niade it
very proper to {peak, to thofe efpecially who had lived un-
der the old covenant, of gofpel benefits in figures and allu-
fions borrowed from that difpenfation. ‘The covenant of
grace, then, which we have, was not adminiftered to them,

¢

agres to come, he might fhew the exceedihg riches of his grace, in
his kindnefs towards us, through Jefus Chnft (#).

ILcusTraTiON. M.  This view of the golpel, &ec. It (7. e
the covenant with Ifracl) was of another nature, and had another
kind of feal, vet—ut fupra (a). Al the above ceremonies (com-
prehending faerifices of every kind) ferved to eftablifhed and pres
ferve a_federal union between God and the children of [frael, and to
regulate their intercourfe with him, as their King. The appointed
ceremonies—ut fupra—oflered, and to remove all hindrances on
that {core, to the full and free enjoyment of the privileges of the
people of God.—They could at beff—only remove legal incapacities,
fit men for the prefence and worthip of the God of Ifrael, and en-
title them to the quiet enjoyment of the land of Canaan: of the
~ final remiffion—ut fupra (). Before his death indeed, he planted
THE SEEDS of divine truth among one people, but”—(¢).

D. « What is the moft direét oppofite to the light of knowledge?
The darknefs of human errcr and ignorance. Was this darknefs

great and univerfal before the days of Chrift? It awar, like that of
- the natural world in the beginning, Gn. 1. 2. and required a new
- creation” (d ).  Many prophets and righteaus men have defired to
fee thefe things—¢¢ even prophets, before the thmes of the gofpel,
did but eonjedure” (¢). Think not I am come to dgftroy—¢ The
judicial and civil law ‘of the Jews could not fubfift, after the fociet
itfelf was diffolved; and this, though not of defign, was the confe-
(#) E. ii. 4—13. R.v.15—21: E.iii.2—I1. Sce Conf. Cat. on preceding
Article, with Contraft of Art. LXII.

Irius, M. (a) P. 335. See quot. Art. xxvi. (&) 341, 342. (¢) 467~
ﬂ' Ed.] P' 514" (‘l;_.gj g"' I:"'} 1?2‘! 9- !
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nor had they a gofpel fubftantially the fame with ours.—The
ceremonies of the Mofaic ritual, not excepting facrifices,
were not inflituted figures of good things to come, in the ac-
tual purchafe, and more clear and extenfive exhibition; or
they were not typical reprefentations of Chrilt and the bene-
fits of his {alvation, for the inflruction and direction of their
faith. "They were not ordinances of divine wsr/bip at all, in
the fpiritual and moral nature of it, nor means of divine
grace to the fouls of men; but only ferved to eftablifh and
preferve a federal union between God and Ifrael, and to re-
gulate their intercourle with him as their political king. The
appointed ceremonies of atonement, when duly performed,
had, by the will of God, the effe€t intended by them,—to
procure the forgivenefs of (ins, for which they were offered;
but that forgivencls was of a very particular kind, and en-
quence of Chrift’s appearing. The political~ut fupra—and their
application of it exceeded even the feverities of the letter ( £). Who- -
fo is angry with his brother—¢ where law was imperfed, Jewifh
interpretations were more fo” ( g). Glory to God in the higheft—
“ noaw 15 begun on earth, peace and fpecial divine favour, with all its
blefled fruits”” towards men (4). Grace for grace —¢ feems to im-
ply the fufficiency of that revelation, which Jefus, in his Father’s
name, proclaimed to the world—That which was of late a _/badow
of grace, we have received perfe&ion in the room of, comp. R. vi.
23" (i). My flefh is meat indeed—¢ Chrift afcribes to himfelf
what is proper to his dofrine, as being the fir/f author and publi/ber
of it (). The flaying of vidlims was the term of remiffion—{o under
the new teltament, the facrifice of Chnft” (/).

ConTrasT. (@) Chrift—being quickned by the Spirit—by which
alfo, he went and preached to the fpirits in prifon: which were fome
time difobedient, when once the long fuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah (4). Your father Abraham rejoiced to fee my day ;
and Ae fawit, and wasglad (¢). [ know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that he fhall ftand at the latter day upon the earth (d). Of
which falvation the prophets have enquired—the fpirit of Chrift
which was in them—when it teftified defore band the fufferings of
Chrift, and the glory which did follgw (¢). To him gave all the
prophets witnefs (f).  And beginning at Mofes and all the prophets, |

X .5 ()33.13. () 14.1. (4)205.7. (F)208.9. :

{'Ei;:i.ﬁja} gﬁi::: :]::g ﬁfl‘t f;ri}qurﬁssun ::h?: f:regﬂiég):’srf.jitfc. I:[.!::] IP. ?u

18—z20.comp. 2P, il 5. Ju. 14 (¢)J. viii. 56, (d) Jb. xix. 24.37. (¢)1P. 1
10, 11. () A.x 43. comp. L. I. 70. A.1lL 22=124.




gy

tirely different from that which we have under the gofpel ;
not referring to the moral guilt of fin, and appertaining
properly to the confcience, but only to the removal of /egal
incapacities, for the enjoyment of the outaward privileges of the
people of God; or for keeping them in good terms with
the fupreme Magifirate: while of the final remiffion of fin by
deliverance from death, the wages of it, and the attainment
" of immortal life, they yielded not the leaft hope or profpect.
The feeds of divine truth were planted among that favou-
rite people themfelves, only by our Lord’s perfonal miniftry.
D. Before the days of Chrift, the darknefs of human er-
- ror and ignorance was univerfal, yea, and abfolute, like that
of the natural world, when as yet there was no light of an
kind created, and the earth was without form, and void.
Even the moft enlightened prophets, fuch as Aérakam, Mo-

he expounded to them in all the [eriptures, the things {:ﬂncumfng
himfelf (g). That all things muft be fulfilled, which were written
in the law of Mofes, and in the prophets, and in the pfalms concern-
ing me (). And did all eat the fame {piritual meat, and did all
drink the fame {piritual drink: For they drank of the rock that
followed them, and that rock was Curist (). The law was our
fchoolmafter to bring us to Chriff, that we might be juftified by
faith (#). Which are a_fhadozw of good things to come, but the
body is of Crrist (/). 'Who ferve unto the example and_fbadoaw of
heavenly things %mg. The way unto the holieft of all (not was not
laid, or not notified, but) was not made manifzl (as itis now )-while
the firft tabernacle was yet ftanding—which was a firure for the
time then prefent (#). Then, verily, the firft covenant had ordi-
nances of divine fervice (o). An altar of earth fhalt thou make
unto me—and in all places where Lrecord my name, I will come to thee,
and blefs thee (p). For the life of the flefh is in the dlood, and 1
have given it to you upon the altar, to make atonement for your fouls:
It is the blood that maketh atonement for the foul (7). DBehold I have
taught you {tatutes and judgments. Keep them, therefore, and do
them; for this is your ewifdom and underflanding. For what nation
is there fo great, who hath God fo nigh to them as the Lord our
God s, in all things that we call upon him for? And what nation
is there {o great, that hath ftatutes and judgments fo righteous, as

(g) L.xxiv. 25.27. (B) v.44. (i) 1C.x 3,4. (&) G.iii. 23. iv. I—3.
(7)) C.ii. 17. (m) H, viii. 5. (#) H.ix. 6—9. (o) H. ix. 1. (¢) Ex. xx.
24. (g) L. xvii. 11. See xviii. throughout, particularly from 15—28.
comp. 1 K. viii. 22—53. 2 Ch.vi. 14—42. vii. 12=16, P[ 1xxii. ¥, 3. li.

2. 7. ciik. I—5. H.xi. throughout. Pf. xvi. xxiii.
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fesy and Ifaias, did but conjeilure as to matters of the laft
confequence, as well as in relation to their circumitances.
'The political Jewifh law, the diffolution of which, however,
though the confequence of the appearing of Chrift, made
no part of its defign, was unfavourable to enlarged benevo-
lence; and their moral law was imperfeid.  So deplorable was
the ftate of things in all refpects, that it was only on the
birth of Jefus, that peace began on earth, and fpecial divine
favour to men. All they enjoyed, prior to this period, was
a mere fbadow of grace, of which we have received the per-
~fection.  Or if we admit that fome of them had a fort of
remiflion of fins, the zerm of it was quite different from the
term of remiflion now : For then it was the flaying of viclims,
as it is now the facrifice of Chriff. —However— \

'Of the DESIGN of @ REDEEMER.

ArTticLe XXIX. M. The defign of appointing a Rea
deemer and Mediator of the new covenant, was not to make
way for the manifeftation and diftributions of mercy in all

all this law, which I fet before you this day (#)? Thou cameft
down alfo upon mount Sinai, and fpakeft with them from heaven,
and gaveft them right judgments, and #rue laws, good ftatutes and
commandments (s).

This covenant (of grace) was differently adminiftered in the time
of the law, and in the time of the gofpel. Under the law it was
adminiftered by promifes, prophecies, Ecn‘ﬁces, circumcifion, the
pafchal lamb, and other types and ordinances delivered to the people
of the Jews; all fore-fignifying CHr1sT to come, and which were
for that time fufficient and efficacious, through the operation of
the Spirit, to inftruét and build up the elect in faith in the promifed
Mefliah: by whom they had full remiffion of fins, and eternal fal-
vation ().

IrrustraTion. M. See quotation under -Art. XXII. from
P. 240, after which it immediately follows, ¢ that mankind fhould
be delivered from it by a refurre€tion, and reftored=—ut fupra—and

{r) Dt. iv. 5—9. (¢) Nm.ix. 13, 14. comp. PL xix. exix. exlvi. 19, 20.
R. vii. I2. iil. T, 2. M. v. 7. Ex. xxii, 23. Lv. xix. ¢, fo. xxiii. 22. xxv.
6. N.xxxv. 15. Joth. xx. 9. Dt.i. 16. x.18, 19, xxxi, I1. 13— See alfo,
Pf. Ixxvi. 1, 3. I xxii. 1. 5. Ek. xvi. 1. 14. P[ cxviii. 19. 2g. (#) Conl.

vii, §. viil, 6. L. C. Q. 33, 34. 02, 63.
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the faving fruits and effects of it to miferable men, by pay-
ing any fuppofed debt of obedience and punifhment due by
the old covenant; thereby fatisfying the offended juftice of
God, appeafing his wrath, fetting afide the fentence of eter-
nal death, and fecuring eternal life for all whofe caufe he
had undertaken: But only to reduce the penalty of the law,
violated by our firft parents, to femporal death; to deliver
them from zhat death by a refurreétion, and reltore them to
a capacity of enjoying immortal happinefs, of which they
fhould, in due time, be putin the actual pofleflion, if they
fought it by fincere repentance, and a patient continuance in
well-doing, though attended with imperfections. Or, in
other words, that his interpofitions and tranfactions might

for this purpofe he appointed a Redeemer before the world was
made (a). The perfect obedience of Chrift in his death —was—
very wifely made one reafon for extending mercy to perfons not
otherwife entitled to it, or for granting finners the means of repen-
tance, and the benefit of pardon, when, or in every cale, wherein
thofe means fhould prove fuccefiful (4). That fame virtue and obe-
dience is exhibited in {eripture as a motive and inducement to al-
mighty God to grant thele benefits (¢). Let us firlt confider the
happy influence of true piety and virtue in ordinary men, for pro-
curing divine bleflings to others, as well as themfélves, and to per-
fons lefs worthy than they: a fubje& which will be very ufeful to
illuflrate the great Chriftian doétrine concerning the merits and inter-
eeffion of Chrilt, and to confirm the credibility of it, by fhewing its’
analogy to what hath often happened, and does happen in the courle
of providence (). Itis not meant that the righteoufnefs and obe-
~ dience of good men can in any cafe be the only reafon for God’s
fhewing mercy to the pnworthy, much lefs that it is needed to
make him merciful; but only that it may be one reafon for exercif-
ng, in particular cafes, that mercy which is cflential to his being (¢).
Next to the mercy of God, which 1s never to be forgotten, the benefits
of our redemption by Chrift flow chiefly from the righteoufnefs and
holinefs of his life—~which avail with God for finncrs, in the firme
manner, as do the piety and virtue of good men in general ( f). That
he fhould fave men therefore, by the man Chrift Fefus, is no way un-
fuitable to the ¢ffablifbed order of his providence (z).”” For the
next propofition, fee quotation from P.238, 229, under Article X X,
And after quotation from P. 238, under Article XXI. it is added
immediately, « in this way we are taught to hope for falvation by .

Itrus, M, (a) P.240. i 3 ) Ha b 1018 .
(S) 275, 1?5-{'? (e) 356. (5334255 (<) 383 (D257, (o) 259
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be made a reafonable moTivE. for extending the effential
mercy of God to thofe not entitled to it from themfelves :
not mercy, however, in all the manifeftations and fruits of
it ; particularly not in the free gift of repentance and the
remiflion of fins; but only in the grant of the means of re-
pentance, and the benefit of pardon in cafes where thefe
means fhould prove fuccefsful. Twis accordingly is the re-
fult of all the Redeemer’s tranfadtions in our behalf, the
fum of his falvation; the fame in tind, as that which lefs
worthy men enjoy by ordinary fellow men that are more
worthy, and quite agreeable to the ¢ffablifbed methads of pro-
vidence: A falvation which man, even in his original {tate,
could not but need, and which was beftowed on men long

the gofpel; and none of eur kind, ftri¢tly fpeaking, could ever be
faved on other terms (4). DBut the fupreme Lawgiver, &c.” as un-.
der Article XIX (7).—¢ This was always God’s method of faving
finners, though the gofpel alone hath clearly revealed it (£).”

CoxtrasT, Sacrifice and offering, and burnt-offering, thou didft
not require; mine ears halt thou opened j—then faid I, lo I come; in
the volume of the book it is written of me; I delight to do thy
will, O my God (a). Chrift being come an lugh Prieft of good
things to come, by a greater and more perfeét tabernacle—by his
own blood he entered once into the holy place, having obtained eter-
nal redemption for us.—It was therefore nece/fury, that the pat-
terns of things in the heavens fhould be purified with thefe, but the
heavenly things themfelves with betrer facrifices than thefe (). His
vifage was fo marred more than any man, and his form more than
the fons of men: so fhall he fprinkle. many nations (¢). Seventy
weeks are determined —to finith the tranfgreffion, and to make an
end of fin, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in
everlafting righteoufnefls.—And Messian fball be cut gff, but not
for himfelf (). Who is blind but my fervant? or deaf as my mel-
fenger that I fent?—the Lord is well pleafed for Ais righteoufnefs
ke : He will magnify the law, and make it honourable (¢). Smite
the Shepherdy—and I will turn mine band upon the little ones ( f ).
And for this f.f.u‘gﬁ: he is the Mediator of the New Teftament, that
by means of death, for the redemption of the frmjfgrgﬁm:—the]r which
are called might receive the promife of eternal inheritance (g),

(£) 238, 239. () as1. () 252
CoxTr. (a) Pf. xl. 6—8. H. 1. §—r0. (6) H.ix. 11,12, 23. (o) I
lii. 14, 15. liii. 4. 7. 10—12. (d) D.ix. 24. 26. .i.':c} I, xlii, 19—21. M. iii.
15.v.17. (f) Zc. xiii. 7. M. xiv. 27. (g) H.1x. 15. See on preceding
Articles, and tholc that follow to Arts XLVIIL with LV.—LVIIL
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before our Redeemer exifted, even from the moft early pe-
riod of time, and without any fort of refpect to himj though
the gofpel alone clearly reveals it.—Thus—

Of the CHARACTER of our Redeemer on Earth.

ArTicLe XXX. M. The higheft, and indeed the only
characters which our Redeemer fuftained on earth, were
thofe of an wncommon Saint, who exhibited the glories of a
perfect moral character, an uniform courfe of confummate
and unblemifhed virtue; of the chofen favourite of God, pe-
culiarly dear to him; of a great meffenger, a divine proplet,
well acquainted with the decrees of heaven; poflefling in-
deed greater endowments than other prophets, who in for-

Whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation through faith in his
blood, to declare his righteoufuefs for the remiffion of ﬁ: (). God
fent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, fo re-
deem them that were under the law, that we might receive the a-
doption of fons (7). : :

1t pleafed God, in his eternal purpofe, to chufe and ordain the
Lord Jefus, his only begotten Son, to be the Mediator between
God and man; the prophet, prieft, and king ; the head and Saviour
of his church—unto whom he did from eternity give a people to
be his feed, and to be by him in time redeemed, called, juftified, fanc-
tified, and glorified—In whom it pleafed the Father that all fulnefs
{hould dwell, to the end, that being holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and
full of grace and truth, he might be thoroughly furnifhed to exe-
cute the office of a Mediator and Surety, which office he took not
unto himfelf, but was thereunto called by the Father.—T7h:s gffice
the Lord Jefus did moft willingly undertake, which, that he might
difcharge, he was made under the law, &ec. (4)

ILrusTraTiON. M. ¢ Their perfuafion that God had forfaken
him—yet thefe might have known, that it was no firange thing
for God to lcave his prophets and faints for a time (a). God does
not permit the holieft of men to have accefs to him, but through the
intervention of one ftill ofier, and without any taint of fin (et
that be true of common faints,how much more of him(c)? He declined
not to make his chofen favouritea man of forrows (). The deftruc-
tion of that chofen favourite of his (¢).—One fo peculiarly dear to
(&) R.iii. 25,26. (i) G.iv.4, 8. See H. ii. 10. J. xvii. 19. comp. H.
vii. 28. (4) Conf. viii. 1. 3, 4. L. C. Q. 30. 41, 42. S. C. Q. 20,

forus, M. (a) P.163.  (8) 289, E.F} 487. (d)397. () 243

i 3
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mer times miniftred to the church, but of the fame order
with them: or if we {hall fay alfo the charaler of our de-
liverer, only as he was conflituted our leader and guide to {u-
blime happinefs, by'revealing and confirming the will of God

to us. d
D. The moft illuftrious chara&ter which Jefus Chrilt bore
in our world was that of a meffenger from God, a divine mef~
Senger, an autborized meffenger of grace, God’s illuflrious Am-
‘ %gé’?:r!ar, or his commiflioned fervant, amply fealed as fuch.
is was the only dignity and excellence of which he had
any confcious fenfe. And fo the only office with which he
was invefted, was that of an wnparalleled teacher from the
oft High; the fame in kind, indeed, which was committed
to his apoftles, but folemn and arduous, high and glerious
above others, as being moft important in itfelf, and to us.
As fuftaining #his, he fulfilled all that was imported in the
character of the anciently promifed SuirLon. It was equi-
valent to, and comprehended every thing implied in, his be-

him as the Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath exhibited a charader of un-

Jpotted and confummate excellence ( f')—the glories of a perfed mo-
ral charadler, an uniform—uwt fupra—(g) to hear and comply with
his will, publifhed and confirmed by fo greaf a meflenger (b ).—Warn-
ing of a divine prophet, well acquainted with the decrees of heaven
(i). Even they who have defpifed other prophets will, faid he, re-
verence my Son (£)—he who hath revealed the wwill of God to us——
and who was conitituted our leader and guide to {o fublime happi-
nefs’? (/). -

1. i’lzxmc from God - <¢.as his meffinger. See J. xvi. 17, viii. 47.”
{m). Yet they believed not on him—*¢ as a divine meflenger” ().
1 came out from God—¢ as a mefenger of grace” (o). 1 know
whence 1 came—¢ as an authorized meffengery” and whither I go
¢ when my office on earth is difcharged” (p). The works which
the Father hath given to finith —¢ in fupport of my divine authori-
ty”” — bear witnefs of me that the Father hath fent me — % as hir am-
baffador to men,” —whom he hath fent—-¢as his commiffioned fervant,
and moft amply fealed to in that augufl charadter” (g}, that he was
come from God—* as his illuffrious ambaffador —under Sfuch fenle
of his own dignity and excellence, he did thus condefcend™ (r). Art
thou he that fhould come—¢as the greateft and moft w::_lf:umc
wie/fenger of Gbd to men, comp, Gn, xlix. 10, If, xxv. 4. D\ vii. 134

(f)276. (g)186. (B)399. (i)152: (#)399. (F)522. D.(m)Pi 264
(n) 361. (o) 438. (g) 2060." (g) 11z.  (r) 414
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ing the Chriff or anointed. He was thercfore the bread of
lite only in a doélrinal*fente, or by the doctrine of which he
was the firlt author and publither: His flefh was no other-
wife that bread, than as his bodily fleth was given to con-
firm his doc&rines. But itill, even in refpedl of thefe, he was
not a Father, whofe judgment in matters of religion might be
*fawern to, but only a Mafler, a title much inferior to the for-
" mer, denoting a leader or mafler in religious things., Agreca-
bly, his difciples regarded him in no other light, than that of
a prophet, the chief of all God’s prophets, their infallible teacker
and guide. Their very higheft faith confidered him only as
the chofen delegated adminiflrator of almighty God upon earth;
not as the proper author, but the glorious infrument of his

H. ii. 37 (¢). One is your Maiter, even Curist—* or that a-
nointed One, the unparalleled teacher from the moft High” (¢).
As thou has fent me—¢ upon fo folemn and arduous an office,” o
have I alfo fent them—¢ with the fame weighty truft, comp. 2 C.
v. 20. E. vi. 20. (u)—a meffenger of grace—nor are you at all de-
ceived; for I came forth at his divine call in fuch bigh charadter, to
execute an office of all others moft important™ (v). A greater than
Solomon is here—~*¢ for the highe/l of all wifdom.—~—It was expedient
to intimate modeftly by fuch phrafes the fame thing with Meffiah.”
This is of truth that prophet —¢ that promifed and much expected
prophet that fhould come inta the world, even the Chrift, Nothing de-
tracted from this ingenuous confeflion, but the carnal views which
were mixed with it” (). The true bread —< Chrift afcribes to

- himfelf what is proper to his doéirine, as being the firft author and
publifher of it”’ (x). "This is the true bread—* do&irinal bread —
I am that living bread-—¢ the gracious beflower of that living bread,

or life-making, as v. 48. A Hebrew manner, comp. A. vil. 38,

H.iv. 12, xi. 24, 1/ P. 1. 3. And the bread is my fleth— ¢ the

- chief thing in that dodrinal bread, is my bodily Sz/b.  He had a re-
ference only to his doérines, the believing and praétifing of which

would lead them to eternal life (). One is your Mafter, even

CrrisT,—¢Mafter denates a leader or mafter in religious things. [t
was the next thing to infallible”  Call no man your Father upon,
carth—¢¢ or call no man among you Father upon earth. This with
the ancient Jews was a perfon, whofe judgment in religious matters,

might be favorn to. - A title till more honourable than that of Ma-

fer. - Hence, whilit Chrift affumes the laf! to bimfelf, he gives the
ather to the fuprrmf i‘ﬁ:ra'ilr'r”(z}. When James and .juhn faw this

() 148 3. (1) 381. 3. (u) 44335 (=) 438, (o) 19§ 18,
() 203. 6. & 11, (=)381.1. 3 5. A%} 19 (%) 205. 74
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fince he was not then properly confecrated to it. . What
. was incumbent on him as an afoning and expiating prieft,
he moaw, after his death, refurrection, and being invefted
with all power, performs in heaven; awbere officiating as a
high Prielt, he perfeitly expiates all fins, paft, prefent, and
to come, provided they be truly repented of. His {uffer-
- ings on earth were only the neceflary means of preparing him
for the great oflice of expiating or making atonement for the

unto Him fhall the gathering of the people be g f).  Meffiah fhall
be cut off—unto Mefliah the Prince fhall be {even weeks (g).—
For even Curist our pallover is facrificed for us; therefore let us
keep the feaft {J!r). My flefb is meat indeed, and my blood 1s drink
indeed (7). This ismy deloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed :
hear ye wim (£). No man hath feen God at any time, the oNLy
BEGOTTEN Son, who lay in the dgfom of the Father hath declared
him ( ). - God, who fpake in times paft unto the Fathers by the
prophets, hath in thefe laft days fpoken unto us by his Son--the
sriGHTNESS of his glory, and EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS PERSON
(m). 'The prophets enquired—{earching what and what manner
of times the Spirit of Chrift which was in them, did fignify, when
he teftified before hand the fufferings of Chrift (#).  And when he
was about taelve years old—they found him in the temple, fitting
in the midft of the Dottors, both hearing and anfwering them quef-
tions. And he faid unto them, how is it that ye fought me ? Wift
ye not that I muff be about my Father’s bufinefs (0)?
Chrift as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a prophet, of a
priefl, and of a king, both in his eftate of bumiliation and exaltation
p). Our Mediator was called Chriff, becaufe he was anointed
with the holy Ghoft above meafure, and fo fet apart, and fully fur-
nithed with all authority and ability to execute the offices of pro-

phet, priefl, and 4ing of his church, in the eftate both of humiliation
and exaltation (7).

IrrusTraTion. A1, « What Jefus does for us, as a prieff, was
not completed by his {ufferings on the crofs; zwhen he was not pro-
perly confecrated to his prieltly office; But having become obedi-
ent to the death, and being afterwards raifed from the dead, and in-

(f) Gn.xlix. 10. (g) D.ix. 25,26, 1 C. i 23. G.#ii. 13. E. v. 2. H. iz,
Ir.—(b) 1 C.v.7,8. (i) ] vi. 53—56. (¥) M. xvii. 5. L. ix. 35. Dt.
xviii. 18, 19. A, iii. 22, 23. () J. 118, §ik. 11, () HL i, T—3. =i
31—160, _&r:. a_l{l'::- M. xvi. 16, 17. L. i. 30—~32. If. xlix. 6. I }.1.r II. 20,
(n) 1 P.i. X iii. 18. 20, (o) L. ii. 42. 49. comp. iii. 2T—=23. T: x,. 36
(£) 8. € Q.23 (g) L. C. Q. 43, Conl. viii. Sec following Articles,
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Of Chriffs K1NG LY Office and Power.
ArrticLe XXXII. M. Jefus Chrift, while on earth,

was no mediatorial govermor or judge. He had indeed
the decree and promife of all things being given into his hand,
but not the actual difpofition and pofleflion of them; par-
ticularly he had no pre-eminence or lordfhip over men :aml
angels, no authority over the church, no power of delive-
rance from the gui/t of fins, /> as to remit the punithment
due to them in another woild, or of deliverance from the
arath to come ; byt only, in certain cafes, to remit the fem-
poral penalties of them, in perfonal and relative affliction :
So that during all that time, he was mof MIGHTY TO SAVE.
All the high powers and prerogatives implicd in that cha-

mraj offering he hath for ever vErFECTED them that are fantlified
n).
( The Lord Jefus Chrift, by his perfect obedience and {acrifice of
himfelf, which he, through the eternal Spirit, ouce offered up to
God, bath fully fatisfied the jultice of his Father—Although the
work of redemption was not actually wrought by Chrift, till after
his incarnation, yet the virtue, efficacy and benefits thercof were
communicated unto the eleét in all ages fuccefiively, from the be-
ginning of the world (o). Chrift executeth the office of a Prieft,
i his onec offering himfelf a facrifice without fpot to God, to be a
reconciliation for the fins of the people ( p).

ItiustraTion. M. « A mediator, a governor and a judge—
with thefe high offices Jefus is invefted, as the reward of his obedi-
ent fufferings (a). Unconfcious either of his prefent dignity or
future greatnefs, but knowing that the' Father Lad given (that is
decreed to give) all things into his hand—whom God had decreed
to paffefs the glory of an everlafting kingdom; and to be made mighty
to fave (4). Nor do I know that any thing is very clearly reveal-
ed in feripture on that point, except the fubjection of angels to our
exalted Saviour (¢). The power and authority exercifed by Jefus
Chrift in and over his church are derived from his exaltation—his
refurreétion from the dead, and the pre-eminence and lordfhip there-
by given him, was the mofl inconteltible proof of his Father’s love
(4). Even in his ftate of humiliation Jefus had power to forgive

(=) H. x. 12—14. ix. 14—28. (¢} Conf. viii. 5, 6. Lok Q. gq
5.C.Q, 25. SeeonArt, XXIX. XXX, d e e ad
lervs, M. (o) P.525. (4) 312. I&c} 3. . (d) 310-
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any other prophet. Indeed any forgivenefs of fins at all
granted by him, was but partial and incomplete, as diltingui-
thed from that which God hath referved for another world.
His power and kingdom were only begun in his refurreition :
and he did not receive the inveftiture of them, till he went
to heaven; where, and awfere only, he was anomted Lord
of men and angels. And even asw it is not he, but the
Father who is fupreme judge; nor does his dominion extend |
to all things abfolutely, but only to thofe things that refpect
human reltoration, and are neceflary to human happineis 5
or that directly pertain to the falvation of mankind, if it be
not reftricted to'angels in heaven, and the things on our,
- earth.—Hence— ) T g2 ot
Until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God—*¢ to Jégiu from the time
of Chrift’s refurreéiion” (g) to receive for himfelf a kingdom—
% the invefliture of akingdom. Hereby heaven is held out, as does
the nobleman himfelf, comp. P, 1. 8, A. 1. 6. L. xxv. 38. This
began at Chrift’s refurrection” (r). The place where the Lord lay
—< The Lord both of men and angels, who is juff about to be con-
Slituted fuch, comp. H. i. 6. 1 C. 8, 6” (s). As I hear, I judge
—¢¢ learn from him who is fole fupreme” (t). All power is given
to me—< 1s mow given to me over angels in heaven, and every thing
on earth” (u). * Thou haft delivered all things refpedting human
refloration and happinefs to thy Son” (v).  And hath given all
things into his hand—¢¢ all things m:njgn-_}r Sfor, buman happinefs to
be communicated and ufed at pleafure, M. xi. 27” (w). All things
are delivered to me—¢ which pertain to the falvation of mankind”

(*)-

CoxtrasT. (a). Al things are delivered to me of my Father s
and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father (4). The Father
loveth the Son, and bath given all things into his hand (¢). The
Father judgeth no man, but bath committed all judgment to the Sox;
.and bath given bim authority to execute jhdgment alfo, becaufe he
15 the Son of man (). When he bringeth in the firlt begotten in-
to the aworld, he faith, and let all the angels of God <wor/bip him.
(¢). Therefore is the Son of man Lok alfo of the Sabbath-day

(¢) 413. 12. (r) 345. 2;3. (<) 490. 5. (#) 111 15. () 506. (v) Fa.
W. 188, (w) 70.20. (x) 281 e s )
CoxTR. (a) Secon Articles XIV. XVI, XXX, (4) M. xi. 27. L. x. 2a.
(<) J- 1. 35, (4) J. v. 21=27. See M. xxi. 12, M. Xi. 1§. J- i, 13—22,
L. viii, 26—36. ix. 1. 5. 17, (¢) !ﬁi._ﬁ. comp. L« il 9—14. M. iv, II.,
2
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earth, in the way of removing the grounds of diﬂﬁl"ﬂ.’rit‘u, by
a propitiation 3 but in order to render the sverfures of peace,
formed on a quite different and oppofite plan, which was be-
fore exhibited *, more acceptable and fuccefsful—to flicit our
acceptance of them. This, accordingly, was the whole will
of God concerning him : the awhele *u*a:.i given him to do,
and in which he was ever engaged. And to it he was not
catled, nor did he enter upon 1t, till he was fent forth from
his obfcurity at Nazareth,

‘D. As the fole end of our Lord’s being fent into the world,
and of his appearance in confequence of  that miflion, was
to teach and govern mankind in the Father’s name; fo the
awhole work given him to do, for glorifying the Father and

(#). No provocation could make Lim forget for a moment the
‘dignity of his chara&er and the defign of his mifiion, which was—
to promote the falvation of humble peniienis (6). Inorder to render
the owertures of peace the more acceptable and ﬁm‘g&ﬁ:ﬂ he fent the
Son of his love clothed with ample .powers, and full of grace gnd
truth, to folicit our acceptance of them (¢). Jefus affumed no ho-
nour to himfelf but in confequence of the divine vocation. Though
no flranger, even from his carly years, to the great woré he was
deflined for on earth, he did not haftily or prematurely engage in it;
but remained in humble obfcurity at Nazareth, till the time arriv-
ed that God fhould fend him forth™ ().

D). Whom he hath fent—¢ to teach and govern mankind” (e{;

I know him —¢¢ perfe&ly in bis divine aill and counfels,” and he hat
fent me—< to feach in his name ;”” Tam not come of myfelf—< #o
#:ach’”’—he that fent me is true—*¢ in bearing witnels, comp. J. iii.
13.vi. 62.%. 36, 37” (f). I came out from thee—¢ as commif-
fioned to declare thy nameand «will” (g). He hath declared him —
¢ certamly and perfeétly, with his wbole mind and will, concerning
the moral conduél and behaviour of men™ (El) . He fhall fhl:w_]udg‘mcnt
unto the Gentiles—¢¢ by public and clear teaching” (:] I am not come
~—* by an gffer of pardon upon genuine repentance’ to deftroy the law
and prophets— ¢ but by that very means among others, to windicate and
i/luflrate (£). The great and uniform object of our heavenly teacher
was to communicate—uf fupra—([). I have glorified thee on the
carth—¢ by faithfully ﬁmf:." ifhing thy doélrine,” and have finithed—
¢ next to finifhed the important work given me to do” gn;r] My
meat— my moft delicions meat” is to do the will of him that

* Sec Art. XX1.

Itzvs., M. (2)P.245, (b) 122. i (¢) 397 (&) 247.~—D. (c) 204,
(rase () a4r. (&) 14, (/) 117. (&) 126. (I} 256, 1. () 440.
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Of our Lord’s PREPARATIONS for Suffering.

ArTicLe XXXIV.M. Jefus did fufferverygrievous things
in the laft fcenes of his life, but he did not till then enter
the field with the laft enemy. And when the great combat
approached, either it had been fo much out of his mind, or
he felt fuch relutances to engage in it, or he had been ta-

“ken up fo much with other things unconnected with it, or
he was fo convinced of the difficulty of ftanding firm in the
trial, or from fome other namelefs caufe, he was fo indifpo-

[ripes we are healed (4).  Smite the Shepherd—and I zvill turn my

hand upon the little ones—1I will fay, it is my people, and they fhall
fay, the Lord 1s my God (i). For he is our peace, having abalifh-
ed in bis flefb the enmity—/fo making peace; and that he might recou-
cile both 1o God in one body by the crofs, having flain the enmity
thereby (£.) And (having made peace by the blood of his crofs ) by
him to reconcile all things o ﬁimj{uf /). Yet now hath he reconciled
m the body of his fleth through death (m). When we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God, by the death of his S{meg_ﬂ}.

It pleafed God, in his eternal purpofe, to chufe and ordain the
Lord Jelus, his only begotten Son, to be the Mediator between
God and men, the Prophet, Prig/f, and King, the head and Saviour
of the church——T}is gffice the Lord Jefus did moft willingly under-
take; which that be might difcharge, he was made under the laty.—
The Lord Jefus, by his perfeét obedience and Jacrifice of himfelf,
which he through the eternal Spirit once yﬁ'ﬂf! to God, hath fully
fatisfied the juftice of the Father, and parchafed not only reconcilia-
tion, but an everlafting inheritance (o).

InLusTrATION. M.e¢¢ Here, (that is, in the garden,) we fee
the Son of God actually entered the field againft the laft enemy he
had to deftroy, and preparing himfelf for the combat; and in this
preparatory exercife are ftrikingly difplayed, &c. (a). Our Lord
‘withdrew from the city by night to a folitary place, to take a calm
—ut fupra—and to prepare his mind for bearing them in a manner
worthy of himfelf, and of his Father (4). He repeated it a third.
time, always with increafing marks of pain and grief, though with

(£) If. lidi. 5. (i) Ze.xiii.7.9. (#) E.ii. 14—17. () C.i. 30. (m) C.1i.
21,22. (n) R.v.8. 10. (o) For contralt of the lef? propofition, fee, a-

mong other places, Pr. viii. 23. If. xlix. 1—6. xlii. 6, 7. 1 P. i. 10. Feds

ii. iii. iv. compared, Sce alfo Contraft, Art, XXIX. XXXI. XL, XLI.
Irrve, M. (a) P. 11. (&) 12, ; :
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fed for it,—that he needed, like other weak and finful men,
to make loborious and painful preparatisn for fuch a dreadful
event. Particularly, it was neceffary, to take, in retirement,
~a calm and ferious view of the awful fufferings, on which he
was about to enter, i order to form bis mind for bearing
them in worthy manner. And the perfect refignation he
at length attained, did not proceed from abiding unfhaken
confcioufnefs of his full and undoubted ability to overcome,
but from the deliberate and juff reflection made in the courfe
of his preparation.—Moreover— , |

OFf the 1NSTRUCTION conveyed by the Death of Chrift, but
of its not being MYSTERIOUS.

ArTicLe XXXV. M. The death of Jefus Chrift, it muft
be acknowledged, is very inffruétive. For though there may
have been fome event or events in the world, equally fruit-
ful of pious and moral inftruction, as the crucifixion of our

- perfedt refignation; decaufe it was not the ¢ffed of rafhnefs, but of
deliberate and juff reflection ™ (c).

CoxTrAsT. Wherefore, when he cometh into the world, he faith,
facrifice and offering thou wouldeft not; but a body haft thou
prepared me (a). Then faid I, Lo, I come; in the volume of the
book it is written of me. [ delight to do thy will, O my God. Yea,
thy law is in my heart (b). He fhall not fai/ nor be difcouraged, till
he have fet judgment in the earth ﬁa He wakeneth morning by
morning: he wakeneth mine ear to hear, as the learned. The Lord
hath opened mine ear, and 1 was not rebellious, neither turned azvay
back (d). My meat is to do the will of him that fent me, and
finifb bis awork (). When the time came, that he fhould be received
up, he fledfafily fet bis face to go up to Jerufalem (£). I have a
baptifm to be baptifed with, and how am I fraitened till it be ae-
complithed(g)? Therefore, when he was fﬂnt out, Jefus faid, Now
is the Son of Man glorified; and God is glorified in him (4). The
prince of this world cometh, and hath uothing in me. But that the
world may know that I /owe the Father, and as the Father hath
given me commandment, even fo Z do. Arife, let us go hence (7).

(c) 17. See on Art. XV, XVL.

CoxnTr. (4) H. x. 5. comp. v. 8, 9. ii. 10. 14. P, ii. 8, R. v. 19—ar.

() Pf. xL.-7, 8. comp, Pr. viil. 30, 31. (<) If. xlii. 4. (d) I 1. 4—9.

() J. iv. 34. L. xiii. 32, 33. J.1%. 4 (f) L.ix, 51. {g} L.. xii. §0.
(6) . xiii. 31—=33. (i) J. xiv. 30, 3%. Sce whole chap. with xvi, xvii,
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Tord Jefus Chrift, it may be fubmitted to the hiftorians of
our own age, and all the judicious obfervers of human na«
ture, whether any event ever happened, that was more fruit-
~ful. In particular, though fiz may elfewhere be as {trikingly
exhibited, it is no where more ftrikingly exhibited than in his
fufferings ; infomuch that due conviction of fin, though not
certainly, is very /ikely to be wrought by a ferious and jult con-
fideration of them. For while it muit be owned, that fin was
not thereby teflified againft and condemned in fo ftrong a man-
ner, as by the actual punithment of the offenders, it certain-
ly was in the ftrongeft manner it could have been stberavife.
- And though it cannot be denicd, that the great Parent of

IrrustraTion. M. <1 may bumbly fubmit it—u? fupra—whe-
ther any event ever happened in the world MmorE frustful of pious:
and moral inftruction, than the crucifixion of our Lord Jefus -
Chrilt (a). There are certain views of fin better adapted than
others to make finners forfake it, and to preferve the righteous
from committing it; and thefe views are no where more firikingly
exhibited than in the fufferings of Chriff.—And this conviétion is
very likely to be wrought by a ferious confideration of our Saviour’s
death (#). By the death of a {ufferer on its (fin’s) account, who
was fo innocent and dear to God, all that men had done, or théuld
do wickedly, is teftified againft and condemned on the part of hea-
ven, in the ftrongeft manner that could be done, without infli@ing
punifbment on the aftual offenders(c ). What ffronger procfcould he have
afforded (I mean according to our weak conceptions, and 1 thould ra-
ther fay, what flronger proof could we have defired) of thefe friend-
Iy difpofitions—ut fupra (d). The death of Jefus Chrilt—Some
have regarded this part of the Chriftian {cheme as altogether myfleri-
ous and inexplicable.—T'he death of the Son of God, fays Dr. Tillot-
fon, is fuch a ftumbling block as is wery Aard for human reafon to
get over, Now I humbly conceive it may be thewn that this is not Jo
great a flumbling block as the worthy prelate apprehended” ().

Conxrrast. Wherein he hath asouxpED towards us in al/ wife
dom and prudence (@). 'To the intent that nswe unto the principali-
ties and pocvers in heaven, might be known by the church the manifold
wifidom of God (8). The fufferings of Chrift,and the glory that fhould
. follow—avhich things the angels defire to look into(c). They fhall look
upon me whom they have pierced, and they fbal! mourn for him, as

Incus. M. (a) P.10. (8) 447,442, (c)449. (d) 302. - ()1, 2.
Coxt. (¢) E.i.8. (&) E. iii. 10. (c) 1 P. i 11, 12.1r lee P, i1i. 8—10.
TG, 2. 1, 34,
0O
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the univerfe might have given us as ftrong a proof of his -
friendly difpofition in our behalf, as by giving up his only
begotten Son to the death for us; yet it is no prefumption,
modeitly to enquire, whether he could have afforded, af /eaf!
according to our aveak conceptions, a flronger proof of this?
Or if it muft be brought ftill lower, whether we could have
defired a ftronger ? Still, however, his death was fo far from
being altogether myfterious, that it may be fhewn, it is not

fuch a ftumbling block as is very hard for human reafon to
get over.—For— :

Of the Sufferings and Death of Chrift being No EXD of his
MISSION, #or NECESSARY jfor the Salvation of Sinners,

ArticLe XXXVI. M. To fuffer many indignities in this
world, and to di¢ on a crofs, were not the chief and ultimate
ends of our Saviour’s miflion, nor asny diref? ends of it at all,
but only incidental calamities, which could not fail to come

one mourneth for his only fon (d). Awwake, O {word, againit the
man that is My FELLOw, faith the Lord of hofts (¢). His name
fhall be called the miguTy Gop, the EvErvasTiNG FaTHER.—
Yet it pleafed the Lord to bruife him: He hath put bim to grief—
Thou fhalt make Ais foul an offering for fin ( £). 1f they do thefe
things in a green tree, what fhall be done 1n the dry (g)? God
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever
‘believeth on him fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life (5). In
THis was manifefted the love of God towards us, becaufe that God
fent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through
him. HerEeix is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us,
and fent bis Son to be the propitiation for our fins (i), And awithout
controverfy, great is the mysTERY of godlinefs: God was manifeft
in the flefh, &c (£). The preaching of the ¢rofs is to them that

perith, foolifbnefi—we preach Chrifl crucified, to the Jews a ffumbling
block, and to the Greeks foolifbnefs ().

ILrusTraTiON. M. ¢ To fuffer—ut fupra(a). This is the
method, in which therefore we ought to acquiefce; and he has
likewife been pleafed to difcover to us, in his word, many reafons—-
why this method was preferable to any other (£). Seeing it was
{d) Ze. xii 10, (e) Ze. xiit. 7. () If. ix. 16. 10k, 10,  (g) L. x3iii. 31.
{ee R. viii. 31. 1C. ii. 8. R. iii. 25, 26. (b) J.iii. 16. (i) 1 J. iv. 9, JO.
comp, iii. 16, E. ii. 4—7. iii. 17. 19. R.v.8. (&) ¥r'T.mi. 6. (J) 1C.1.
18—323. See1 C.ii. 3—7. E.i 7—I0.vi. I9. C. ik 2. iV 3

Irrus., M. (a) P. 244. (&) 316.
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upon him, in difcharging the duties of his mifion faithfully,
amidit an evil and adulterous generation. God has been
pleafed, indeed, to difcover, in his word, many veafons why
this method of the fufferings and death of his Son was pie-
ferable to any other, for compafling the ends in view: And
tho’ he had not, feeing it was the will of God, we may falely
conclude, though we faw no other reafon for it, that it was
the way of all others mofl /it and proper, for gaining his pur-
pofes towards us. For it feems reafonable to think, the eter-
nal Father would have {pared his dear Son the pains of the
crofs, if the great defigns of his mercy towards men would
have been, all circumf{tances confidered, ar ewef/ accomplithed
without them. DBut his fufferings were not at all necefary,
at leaft not abfolutely neceflary to our falvation. For it is evi-
dent, if the Jews had dutifully received him, he would not
have fuffered at their hands in the way he did; and yet who
will fay, he would #hereby have been prevented from being a
Saviour to them, and the reft of mankind ¢! Jefus himfelf

the will of the Father he fhould {ubmit to it, we may fafely—uz fupra
—for bringing about the end in view (¢). Much rather furely
would the eternal Father—us fupra (d). Had they received him
with the refpect and fubmiflion due to the Meffias, as they ought
to have done, it is certain—ut fupra (e). Jefus himfelf {uppofes
his being faved from it—ut fupra ( f). There is no doubt but—ut
Jupra(g). His own predictions, and thofe of the ancient prophets
might be—ut fupra ((b) Had our Redeemer been endowed with
the fame power to fave us, which Jefus Chrift noew poflefles, but
aithout being allied to us by the fame common nature; and awithout
previous trial of our infirmities and afflictions the cafe—ut fupra—
but it would have been very different in refpeét of prefent confo-
lation’ (7).

D. t.‘.?w then fhall the feripture—¢ This Sthe cup of death)
without doubt was the fiitefl mean to fave mankind” (£). This fhall
not be done unto thee—¢ He wifhed his Lord to avoid death,
knowing it avas in bis power” (/). Ought not Chrilt—¢ according
to their various and diffind oracles” to have {uffered thefe things—
¢ unjuft and cruel things at the hand of his enemies. What was |
difficult, the Jews exprefled by an impoffibility, M. xxvi. 39. . xiv,
g5 (m).

(346 (@) 242, () 343, (F)aab (2) 316  (B).22 (i) 527emie
D. (£) P. 451. () 228. 2. (m) 495, X :
L a
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fuppofes that Lis exemption from death was not abfolutely
inconfiftent with the falvation of men. Nay, thercis not
the fmalleft doubt, but almighty God could have found out
other methods of faving us, without the biosdy paffion of his
dear and only Son. It was not even neceflary from his squn
predictions, and thofe of the ancient prophets ; becaufe thele
might be conditional, though exprefled in abfolute terms.
We may go a ftep farther, and affirm, that though our Re-
deemer had not been allied to us by the fame common wa-
turey, and never had any previous #ria/ of our infirmities and
afflictions, yet had he been endowed with the fame power
to fave us, which Jefus Chrift #ow poflefies, (and that is a
very eafy fuppofition) the cafe might have been the fame that
it is, as to the final accomplifhment of our hopes, only with
an abatement in refpect of our prefent confolation.
D. The death of Chrift was, without doubt, the firteff of
all means to {fave mankind; yetit was in his power to have
avoided it: nor was it at all necefflary, unlefs to fulfil the va-

Coxrrast. (a) Father, fave me from this hour. DBut for this
caufe came I unto this hour ‘55] I lay down my life, that T might
take it again; #his commandment have 1 received of my Father (¢).
The precious blood of Chrift—who wersly was fore-ordained before
the foundation of the world, but was manifeflt in thefe laft times, for
you (d). We {eeJefus, who was made a little lower (or a little while

'Iower] than the angels for the Suffering of death—that he, by the
grace of God, fhould tafle death for every man—he alfo himfelf took
part of the fame, that f:f:rﬂugfv death he might deﬂm}r him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil (¢). i became bim, for whom
are all things, and by whom are all things—to make the Captain of
their falvation perfed through fufferings ( f). Whom God larh fet
Jorth to be a rprapiffaréan, through faith in his blood, 2o declare bis
righteoufnefs for the remiffion of fins: To declare, I fay, at his time,
his righteoufnefs, that be might be jufl, and the juftifier of him that
believeth on Jefus (g). Every high prieft—is ordained to offer
gifts and facrifices. Wherefore, 11 1s oF NECEssITY, that this
man have fomewhat alfo to offer (5). And for this canfe, he is the
Mediator of the new teftament, that by means of death, for the redemp-
tion of the tranfgreffions under the firft teftament, they which are cal-

® ConT. (a) Seefirft feriptures on Art. XXXIIL particularly H. ix, 11.
26, R.viii, 3, 1J.iv. 70, M. xx.28. (8) J. xii. 27, (e) ], x. 16, 12.
(d) 1 P.i. 19, 20. {::} H. ii_. 9:14. (f)H.1.19. (g) R.11.25,3
(&) H. viii, 3. comp, i, 3. Vii, 27, X j—14,



g 1090 3
tious oracles of feripture concerning ity if indecd the vera-
city of thefe required his paflion. “I'lhe pafling of that cup
from him, might, all things confidered, have been dithcult,
but was not impoilible.—Again—

Of the CoMMENCEMENT of our Lovd's Sufferings, bis Sou L
not being the SUBJECT of them, and of their LERMINA-
TION. f

Arxrerr XXXVIL M. Our Lord’s fufferings, at leaft
every thing deferving that name, commenced on his appre-
Fenfion by the Jews. And when they prefled hardeft upon
him, fo far were the fifferings of bis fonl from being the hea-
viclt and moft exquifite part of his fufferings, that it can-
not be admitted he (uffered in his foul az al/; at lealt after
what took place in the garden. Much to be fure he en-
dured, pains and torments, excruciating pains, and agonies,
mortal pains and tortures : But flill they confifted only in the
giving up of awerldly inter¢fis, and avorldly pains and forrows.

led might receive the promife of eternal inheritance. TFor where a
teftament (or a covenant; for it is all oue in this arcument) there
MUST ALSO OF NECESSITY, be the death of the teftator. ILor a
teftament is of force after men are dead: otherwife it is of no_forces
at ally awhilfl the teflator liveth—and awithout fhedding of bloed there is
no remiffion, It was therefore necEssary, that the patterns of
things in the heavens fhould be purified with thefe: but the hea-
wm_'}! nﬁirzg.r themfelves avith better fdfr'!'ﬁ:f.r than I.’Jfﬁ (:1' ). T his that
is written muff be accomplifbed in me, and he was reckoned amongft the
tranfgreffors. For the things concerning me have an end(4). O fools,
and {low of heart to belicve all that the prophets have fpoken ! ought
not Chriff to have fuffered thefe things (1). 1In all things it behoved
him to be made like to bis brethren, that he might be a merciful and a
faithful high Prieft in things pertaining to God, and fo make reconci-
liation for the fins of the people (m).

IirusTration. M. < If he feemed (in the garden) to betray
any marks of human weaknefs in the near profpedt and contemplation
of his fufferings, it is certain he difcovered nothing of that kind
when aétually engaged in them (2). The rude populace may have

(i) H.ix. 15—23. See alfo ar. viii, 31, ix. 12
(£) L:xxn. 37. (/) L.xxiv, 25~27. M, xxvi,
v 27,28, (=) H. ii. 16, 1.

luis. M, (@) P. 44.

. dii. x4. xii. 23, 24.
§4. M. xiv. 49, A ii. 23,
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Though exquifite in their kind, and increafing, they were
wholly rellriéted to his bady; or if they reached his mind,
only as connected with a body fo cruelly tortured, and pre-
vailed only to the deftruction of his flefhly part. Thus they
were but fomewvhat snore than the common calamities that
fleth is heir to; fufferings, which in the general fum and a-
mount of them, were a little more bitter than thofe of ordi-
nary martyrs. A/l of them were to all intents finithed a
confiderable time before his death: For, after what he had
previoufly borne, the giving him the vinegar was the only
thing that remained to complete the fufferings of the Mef-
fias. On the reception of this, prior to, and independent
of his giving up the ghoft, his mind was fully at eafe, and
his labours finifbed.

the bafenefs to infult an innocent fufferer amidit excruciating and
mortal agonies ; but furely—(4)—his wifh, that a period might be
put to his mortal tortures(c). God permits, yea, appoints the deareft
object of his love to éndure mortal pains and agonies, on purpofe to
recover you (). To promote our true and everlafting happinefs,
what prefent intergfl did he not give up? what pains and forrows
of the world did he decline (¢)? Exquifite and increafing pains of
body—are not able to prevent s confulting the temporal welfare
of thofe who were deareft to him ( f). No circumitance of out-
award diftrefs could make him lofe fight of his high charaéter and
miffion as the Meffiah (¢). God was pleafed to fhorten the dura-
tion of his pains, and to relieve him from the torments of the erofs,
{ooner than the ftrength of nature gave reafon to expe@ (£). The
victory of our Lord was complete, but it was not an eafy and blood-
lefs one; it coft him the deftruétion of his body or fefbly part. But
while he loft that—(i). He declined not to make his chofen fa-
vourite a man of forrows, expofing him to moere than the common
ealamities, that flelh is heir to (£). His fufferings in. general were
more bitter than theirs (other martyrs) (/). And this (giving him
the vinegar) was the onfy thing that remained to complete the fuf-
ferings of the Meffiah (), It is finifhed —his mind was now at
eale, his labours ended, his deliverance and reward at hand. AW
things foretold by the ancieat prophets, concerning the humilia-
tions and fufferings of the Meffiab, had noww received their accom-
plithment” (n ). ¥

D. ¢ Though God had wife reafans for not reftraining thofe
who afli¢ted our Lord, yet he would not {uffer them to be heigh.

(6) P.162. () 179. (d) 404 () 4x1. (f) 176. (g) 179. (&) 181,
() 327. (#) 397. (§) 378, (w) 179. (»)E30. = ;
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D). The fufferings of Chrift were no way heightened a-
bove the natural courfe of fuch things, in fimilar cafes; fo
that no more was neceflary to bear the awor/? of them, than
the united ftrength of human patience, fortitude, and faith.

Of Chriff's nat bearing the WrATH of God.

ArTicLe XXXVIIL. M. Though it is not to be doubted
but our Lord experienced, in the garden, a diminution of
the fenfible confolations of the Father’s love, through the

tened above their natural courfe” (o). He would not drink—¢ but

rather bear the eworff of his {ufferings by the united firength of pa-
tience, fortitude, and faith” (p).

Coxtrast. (a) But I am a worm and no man, a reproach of men,
and defpifed of the people (4). Many were aftonied at thee (his
vifage was more marred than any man’s, and his form more than the
Sfons of men (¢). He is defpifed and rejected of men: a man of forracus,
and acquainted with grief. And we hid as it were our faces from
him: he was defpifed, and we efteemed him not (d). Now is my
foul troubled, and what fhall I fay (¢)? He began to be forrozuful
and wery beavy. Then faith he unto them, My foul is ExcripING
SORROWFUL, even unto death ( £). He began to be sore ama-
2ED, and to be wery beavy (g). And being in an acowy, he
prayed more earneftly. And his fweat was, as it were, great drops
of blood falling down to the ground (4). My God, my God, why
hatt thou ﬁ}rﬁ;k-:ﬂ me? why art thou fo far from helping me, and
from the words of my roring? O my God, I cry in the day-time,
but thou heareft not: and in the night feafon, and am not filent (7).
When thou fhalt make bis foul an offéring for fin, he fHall fee his
feed—He fhall fee of the travail of bis foul i-). He humbled him-
{elf, became obedient to death, even the death of the crofs (1), He
fhall divide the fpoil with the ftrong, becaufe be poured out his foul unto
death (m).

Th(m -:);ﬂ'icc the Lord Jefus did moft wﬂlingly undertake: ~which,
that he might difcharge, he was made under the law—endured most

GRIEVOUS TORMENTS immedigtely in his souL, and moft painful
{ufferings in his body (#).

D. P. (o) 447.1. (p) 368. See following article.

_CoNTr. (@) Sec L.ii, 7. M. ii, 13, 144 iv. I—1I. viil. 30, J. viii. 48. M,
X1 19. xii. 24. J. vii. 19, 20. L.iv. 28, 29. J.vik. 1. a.iii 5. I xi. 33, H,
iv.15. (&) PL xxii. 6. g;} I lii. 14, (4) L. Lii. 3. (e) J. xii. 27. xiii.
2L (f) M.zxxviii. 37, 38. (g) M. xiv. 33, 34,  (b) L. xxii. 24. PL. xxii.
14, 15. (i) PL xxii. 1, 2. comp. M. xxvii. 46. (#) If. liii, 10, 1.~ (/) .
ii. 8, (m) If. lili. 12. (#) Conf, viii. 4. Sec on next article, |
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great prefiure of his priefs and fears, which for a while would
not fuffer him to attend to fuch confolations; yet even in
the depth of his agony he did not confider himfelf as fuffer-
ing under divine indignation; nor was there any reafon why
he thould. For as the diftinclion between Jefus Chrift con-
fidered as the Son of God, and as the Surety of guilty men ;
as fulfilling the Father’s will, and as lbaded with the cvimes
of his peeple, cannot be admitted, as having no foundation
in {cripture, fo neither in the garden nor on the crofs was
he, in any confideration, the object of the Father’s wrath ;
and therefore could have no fecret torments inflicted by God
on his foul. He had not the {malleft fenfe of his difpleafure,
nor any the leaft experience of his awithdrawing bis counte=
nance from him. In the moft grievous moments, there was
ftill left him, though for the reafon now affigned, in a lefs
degree than formerly, as his furviving confolation, a deep,
abiding, refrefhing, and ftrengthening /en/e of his Father’s
love. To believe and affirm the contrary is injurious to the
charaéler of God,and not agreeable to the truth of the gofpel hiflery.

-

TirusTraTiON. M. ¢ Jefus, no doubt, experienced at this time
a'diminution—ut fupra (a). He did not, in the depth of his ago-
ny—ut fupra (b). He was not now, gn the garden) any more
than at other times, the objeé of his Father’s awrath (¢). This
prayer (if it be poffible, &c.) bétrays no diftruft of God, or _ﬁu]z{l-
of his difpleafiere (d). They now endeavour to rob him (on the
erofs) of the only confolation which was left him, the fenfe of his
Father’s love (¢). 'We have {aid nothing of God’s withdrazwing bis
eountenance from him, orinfliGing fecret forments on bis foul, becaufe
that feems injurious—ut fupra( f). * My foul is forrowful,”—as if our
Lord had faid, [ am agitated—ut fipra (g). Others, with more rea-
fon, as I apprehend, confider this exclamation of the holy Jefus as
a fervent—ut fupra. They are rather to be taken as an earneff—ut
fupra—that he would be pleafed to look on his afflictions, as he
had done on his fincere fervants in former ages, and bring them to
a_fpeedy conclufion (b). The fuffering character of the Mefliah, as
defcribed by the prophets, had nearly received its accomplifhments;
he, therefore, in the words of David, intimates his wifb— ut fupra(i).

D. Ought not Chuift to have fuffered—¢ thefe unjuft and cruel
things at the hand of Ais enemics” (£). My God—< or for bezw

Tirus: M. (a) P33, (8) 34. ()17, (&) #5. (e} 163. (f) 33
fe) 177, () 179- D. (4) P. 495
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We¢ know indeed, that, in the garden, he faid, ¢ my fou
1s exceeding forrow(ul, even unto death;” and that on the
crofs he exclaimed, ¢ my God, my God, why halt thou for-
faken me.” But he meant no more by the former, than that
from fuch caufes as were before pointed out®, he was fo
agitated with mortal forrows, as to feel fomething like the
pangs of diffilution; nor by the latter, than a fervent addrefs
to God for an end of his sxrﬂm!'afiﬁg pains, or an Eﬂrrmﬂ and
affectionate fupplication to his gracious God, to /ok, as in fi-
milar cafes of his fervants, on bis aﬁ:&mm, and brin g them
to a fpeedy conclufion; or an ardent wifb, that a period might
be put to his mortal tortures, as the fuffering charaller of the
Mefliah had nearly received its accomplifhment.

D. The fufferings of Chrift were at 2// hands cruel and
unjufl. . He was not affliCted of God, but of his enemies.
His cry, ¢« my God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me,”
imported no more than a requeft to be difmiffed from fevere

Sufferings, and of leave from his Father to refign bis fpirit.—
For—

long a time? Let me now be difmifled from any more fevere fuffer-
ing. Give me thy good leave, O Father! to refign my fpirit” (/).

CoxtrasT. (@) Innumerable evils have compaffed me: mine ini-
quities have taken hold upon me, fo that I am not able to look up:
they are more than the hairs of my head; therefore my heart faileth
me (b). He had done no violence ; neither was any deceit in Abur
mouth: 2% it PLEASED THE me To BRUISE Him: HEe hath
put bim to grief ga}. He that fpared not his ozon Son, but gave him
up to the death tor us 2l (d). 1t is written, curfed is every one
that continueth not in all things written in the book of the law, to
do them—CurisT hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law,
being made a CURSE for us (¢).

Chrift humbled himfelf, in his /ife, by fubj jecting himfelf to the
law, which he perfetly fulfilled; and by -:nnﬂufhng with the indig-
nities of the aorld, temptations of Satan, and infirmitics of the ﬂefh
whether common to the nature of men, or particularly accompany-
ing that his low cundltmn. Chrift humbled himfelf in his death

* See Art. XVI.
(I) 473. 4. See preceding Article, and following ones.

CoxnTR. (2) See on the foregoing Article, as alfo, Ze. xiii. 7. () Pf. x].
12. comp. v, 6—8. and H.x, s—r1c. (¢) I liii. 10. lii. 14, (&) R.viii 32.
(e) G, iil, 10, I3,

P
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it. Infa it was not fin in any view, but the poverfy and
affliction of his /ife that was the principal caufe of his deaths
and all his troubles firlt and laft, were defigned merely for
the #rial, exercife, and improvement of his own wvirfues, to
give the world a more eminent example of goodnefs than as
yet they had feen, and to prepare him for higher bonours and
rewards in a future life; which reafons are every way fir/fi-
cient to juftify the retitude of the divine government, in af-
figning him fo large a portion of them. '

The fcriptures indeed teach, that Chrift fiffered for our fins,
that he was made fin for us, that he bore our fins, and was
made a curfe for us. But no more is intended by the fir/f
phrafe, than that he died by occafisn of fin; orif we allow that
it was on accsunt of fin, it means that God ordained him to

oppofe bimfelf to the iniguities of men, to flop the progrefs of fin

reprefent the Father of all as adting even in the gofpel of his grace,
according to the rules of rigorous gnd inflexible juftice—who
would never have fhewn them (the human race) the leaft favour,
till this interceflor had confented to fuffer, and had ﬁﬁrfd in rea-
lity, all the punifbment that was due to the moft impenitent (¢). I
acquaint you éfaid Governor Glen to the Indian, who fuppofed the
punifiment of an innocent uncle would be fuftained for the guilty
nepheww ) that nothing will be deemed as fatisfaétion for the lives of
our people, but the lives of thofe perfons themfelves who fhall be
guilty of the murder. Now whether the Britifb Governor or the
Indian Chief was in the right, the reader will judge ( f). The
life of poverty and affli&ion which led to it { Chrift’s death) —which
was in effect the principal caufe of it; fince, if Jefus had appeared in
the power and fplendour of an earthly monarch, there is no doubt
but the Jews would have embraced him as the Meffiah, and would
never have fought his crucifixion (g ). Butit (the evil of fin)
appears greater, when an innocent and righteous perfon {uficrs
i:rue]l}' ﬁ_y means of it, ; and en tls account— God ordained his Son to
oppofe—ut fupra (h). He fuffered fo much &y accafron of fin, to
'bril;lg finners to repentance (/). He was wounded for our tranf-

refhons~—1It was with a view to take away our fins or [piritual wa-
dies, and deflroy them,—that Chrift died on the crofs. + He was

(r) 401, 402, where he reprefents fuch thoughts “ as injurious to the
greateft and beftof Beings, the God of grace and confolation.”  (f) 119,
349. 'This fiory he introdueces to expole to ridicule the idea of Chrilt's
Jubfitution, and confcquent punifhment for gaiity men.  (g) 371. For the
laft propofition fee quot. from P. 516, 517, on Art, IV, (1) 447, 425,

449,
P2
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Of the Death cf Chrift not being an EXPIATORY, ATONING
SACRIFICE, and of the proper Nature of his Sacrifice.

ArticLE XL. M. It is very queftionable, whether the
facrifices under the old difpenfation were offered by way of
compenfation for the forfeited life of the offender, or rather
it is certain they were not. Neither is the death of Chrit

(3). By fo much was Jefus made the sureTy of a better tefta-
ment (¢). When we were yet without f{trength, in due time
Curist died for the ungodly.  For fcarcely for a rightcons man
will one die: vet peradventure for ¢ good man fome would even
dare to die. But God commended his love towards us, in that
while we were yet finners, Curist died for ys (d). Chyift alfo
hath f{uffered for fins, the JusT For THE UNJUsT, that he might
bring us to God (¢). The Lorp bath laid on bim the iniquities
of usall (f). He made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin
(g)- e was wounded jfor our tranfgrefions: he was bruifed for
our iniquities: the chaflifement of our peace was upon him—For the
tranfireffions of my people was e firicken.  Surely he hath dorne our
griefs, and carried our ﬁrrow.r--—HE thall bear their iniquities —he
was numbered with the tranfgreflors, and lare the fins of many (5).
Curist alfo fuffered for us—who nis oWN SELF bare our fins, in
HIS OWN BODY ON THE TEEE‘gf).
~ The office of a Mediator and SurETY—1his office that he might
—difcharge he was made under the lawo.—Chrift by his obedience and
death, did fully difcharge the debt of all thofe that ave jultified ; and
did make a proper, real, and full fatisfattion to his Father’s juftice
in their behalf (£). It was requifite the Mediator fhould be man,
that he might—perform obedience to the law, fuffer, and make inter-
ceflion for us, in our nature. It was requifite the Mediator fhould
“be God, to fatisfy God’s juflice and procure his favour. — Chrift, by
 his obedience and death did make proper, real, andﬁ:fcifaﬁ.‘rfaﬁim
to God’s jultice, in the behalf of all them who are juftified. Yet
inafmuch as God accepteth the fatisfation from a SureTy, which
he might have demanded of them, &c. (/). :

(&) Jr. xxx. 21. comp. PI. Ixxxix. 3. 19, 20. I1. ix. 6, 7. Ezk. xxxiv. 23, 24.
Mi.v.2. (¢)H.vil.22. (d) R.v.6—8. (¢) 1 P.iii. 18. See J. x. 11.
15 V.S Moxx a8 (AYIELe g ()20 var (A hug v
8. II. 12. (i) 1 P.ii.21. 24. comp. Lv. xix. 18. xx, 17. xxii. 9, xxiv. I§, 16.
N.ix.13. xviii. 22. See [.xi. 51, 1 P. iv.1, G.ii. 20. 1 Th. v.10. 2 C. v. 13,
XC. xv. 3. H.ii. 17. ix. 28 x.¥2. G.i. 4. 1 J. ii. 2. (4) Conlf. viii. 3, 4. -
(#) Conf, xi. 3. L. C. Q. 38, 39, 40. 71. Sec on preceding and following
Articles.
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tion, accomplifhed no reconciliation; but only was a nmieans
of preparing bim for making expiation and afonement, and for
giving affurance to men, in all ages, of the benefit of forgive-
nefs upon their repentance ; true and proper reconciliation
being referved as a work, which the Father was to accomplifh
by him after his refurrection, _

- " D. The death of Chrift was not an expiatory facrifice to
fatisfy divine juftice for the fins of men, but to feal the go-

Jpely to bind us to repentance, and to affiure us of pardon on re-
pentance.~—~Thus too—

which the Father did sot accomplifb by him, #ll be had raifed bim
from the dead to immortal life and glory” (g).

D. « We would eat bread, and drink wine, as a facred and
thankful teftimony of our gratitude for that ineftimable facrifice, by
which we are bound to repentance, and affured of pardon (b). It 1s

~ Chrift that died—to feal thefe glad-tidings™ (i).

CoxtrasT. {a) The life of the flefh is in the dlood: and I have
oiven it you upon the altar, to make atonement for your fouls: for it
is the dlood that maketh atonement for the foul (&). Chrift alfo hath
loved us; and given himfelf for us, an offering and a facrifice to God
for a fweet-fmelling favour (¢).  Jefus Chrift the righteous, who
is the PROPITIATION for our fins : and not for ours only, but for the
fins of the whole world (). Seventy weeks are determined —to fi-
nith the tranfgreffion, and to make an end of fins, and to make re-
conciliation for iniquity.—And—Meffiah fhall be cut off (2). When
he had f:'_]il' 55mﬁ{f }’Jr{rgﬂf our ﬁm ( f ]; who needeth not daily, as
thofe high prieits, to offer up facrifice, firlt for his own fins, and
then for the fins of the people.  For #his he did once, when he of-
fered up bimfelf (g). By the which 2will we are fanétified, through
offering of the body of Fefus Chriff once for all=—=But this man, after
he had offered one facrifice for fins, for ever fat down en the right hand
of God. For by ene offering, he bhath perfecied for ever them that
are fanétified.—Now, where remiflion of thefe (fins) is, there is no
more offering for fin (4). The law maketh nothing perfedl; but
the bringing in of a detter hope did; by which we draw near to
God (i).

(g) 330—D. (&) Fa. Wo. 190. (i) Fa. Wo. 270.

ConTr. (¢) SeeLv.iii-iv.throughout. Alfoxvi.20—34.xxi. 7—g.1.2—9,
(£) Lv. xvii. 2. comp. Ex. xxx. I2.16. H.ix. 2. 26, R. viii. 3. 1 J.iv. g,
10. M. xx.28. H. x. 3. 10. R.iii. I15. with other fcriptures on Article
XXXII (c) E. v. 2. comp. Gn. viii. 9, 10. (d) ¥ J.ii. T, 2. (e) D' ix.
24. 26. H. ii. 17. and feriptures on the foregoing Article. (f) H. i. 13,
(g) H.vii, 26, 37.  (b) H. x, 8 10. 12, T4. (i) H. vii. 19.. comp. x. Ly






L a8 ]

much to his re/urrefion as to the former; only the feripture
afcribes it f his death, as that incidentally happened in a
courfe of duty, prepared the way for, and was conneéted
~with his refurreflion. It is the very fame with expiation or
Jergivenef; and lies whelly in this, that, out of refpect to
Chrifl’s worthinefs difplayed in bis life, God is pleafed to
fhew favour to the unworthy, provided they turn from their
evil ways, asin other cafes of diftinguifhed virtue.
D. It Chrift’s life was a ranfom, not as the laying it down
was the complete price of redemption, but only as ore mean,
among many, of his obtaining redemption. Nor was it
- paid to God, as the great proprietor of men, who being of-
- fended at their fins, had abandoned them to fpiritual flavery;
~but it was given to cruel enemies, who unjuftly deprived
him of his life, as if he had been one of the worit of crimi-

nals.—A gree:ab]}r—-

Whatever advantage any one procures, either to himfelf or others,
at the hazard of his life, he may be faid to éuy with his blood; and
this phrafeology is not peculiar to feripture ( g).  Avonvrporiy
redemption, may here (E. v. 7.) and in many other places of the
New Teftament, ﬁgnifry the fame with maouo;, propitiationj expia-
tion, or atonement; elpecially where it is faid to be cffected by
blood; which refers more properly to expiation than redemption.—
Redemption is the duying again of a flave or captive, by paying a price
for him,whereby he obtains hisliberty (/). Thus, if we haveredemp-
tion, even the forgivenefs of fins, itis through the blood of Chrift (7).
The worthinefs of Chrilt was moft eminently difplayed, in his endia-
vouring to fave men at the price of his blood. Thisis of great eftima-
tion in the fight of God; who is pleafed, for the fake of it, to thew fa-
vour to the unworthy, provided they turn from their evil ways” (£).
D.—To give his life a ranfom for many——<¢ his life to be taken
away as onc of the worlt of criminals, by way of ranfom— Refer-
ring, probably, to If. Lii, 10, &c. or Pf. xxii. 23, &c. At the ex-
pence of his own ignominious and cruel fuffering, he purchafed a
people to himfelf, from the flavery of fin, Satan, and death, comp.
Syrach. xliv. 17. M. xx. 28. A mean of redemption for many (/).
Coxtrast. Who gave bimfelf a ransom for ail (a). The Son
of Man came to minifter, and to give his life a Ransom for ma-

0y (4). TFeed the church of God which he hath purchafed with

(2) 325. (b)277. (§) 360. (#)279.—D. (I) 142.9. Sec [luftration,
Art. XXXVIIL Alfo following Article.
CoNTR. (@) 1T.ii.6. (8) M. xx. 28.
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it muft be owned, that it has a mighty fendency to fave ys ;
particularly, a fendency to put away the guilt of fin. Yet thefe
things are attributed to it only as their remofe caufe, as con-
nected with, and the ground of that power wich which he
is now invefted: for they do not in any propriety of {peech,
flow from it, but from the power beftowed on him, as the fruit
and reward of his obedience. It was not his blood, not e-
ven in the view juft now given of it, that direétly and im-
mediately procured our redemption, but it is the vigour of
his arm; not the wounds he received, but his powerful con-
quelt of our enemies. Nay, if we muft fay the truth, re-
demption was not in the leaft promnted, but rather hindered,
by the lofs of his blood, and might have been obtained,
though not a fingle drop of it had been fhed. But it is ex-

more remote caufe of them, the death and paffion of Chrift (¢). If a
patriot hero delivers his country from oppreflion or flavery, by gain-
ing a decifive vi€tory over its enemies, but lofes his life in the con-
flict—we fay very truly, that he faved his country wwith, and at the
price of bis blood; though the fhedding of his blood was not the -
thing that did direétly and immediately procure its fafety, but rather
the vigour of hisarm. Orif a man expofes himfelf to great hard-
thips and dangers, in order to refcue his friends from captivity, and
atually receives very grievous and painful wounds, while engaged
in this generous fervice, but efcapes death, and gains his point—we
fay, in like manner, that he refcued or redeemed his friends by his
blood ;—though it is certain, his fuccefs was not in the leaft promo-
ted, but rather hindered by his lofs of biood. The faét 1s, he refcued
his friends by conquering and fubduing their enemies, which might
Pofibly have happened awithout any hurt to the conqueror at all.—By
A SIMILAR WAY OF SPEAKING, we find every where in the New
Teftament, effes afcribed to the death of Chrifl, which were by
no means owing to it, imply and feparately confidered 1(1 f)-

Our deliverance or purgation from the guilt of fin flows in rea-
lity from the covenant, which promifes, and afTures us of pardon on
repentance (g). When the apoitle declares that the biood of Chrift
cleanfeth us from all-fin, his meaning is, that our fins are pardoned,
in virtue, and according to the terms of a gracious covenant, ratified by
Chrift’s bluod, and confirming the remiffion of fins to all the peni-
tent and obedient (b). What was before aferibed to the blood of
Chrift, is here refolved into the faithfulnefs and jufticc of God, who,
having made this covenant, will not fail to perform what he bath
promifed (i), Since Jefus Chuift, therefore, became a willing facri,

() 324 (/) 324 325, nﬁQj:} 361. (B) 362. (i) 36a.
4
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hibited in fcripture as the {pring of all benefits, becaufe, in
the profecution of our intereft, he was, through the malig-
nity of men, put to the expence of pouring it out. Or, 10
take the matter in another light,—

Our falvation, and particularly our purgation from guilt,
or, what is the fame, the forgivenefs of fin, does not flow
from the blood of Chrift at all, but in reality, it belongs to,
and wholly flows from the #ew covenant, or dsétrine of Chrift,
which promifes pardon on repentance; it comes entirely in
virtue of that covenant, and according to the terms of it:
And, fo it is altogether refolvable into the power and good-
nefs, the faithfulnefs,and juftice of God, without any refpect
whatever to any afonement or price, properly fo called. But
ftall all the bleflings of the covenant, particularly the remif-

ﬁcf to the truth, and laid down his life in confirmation of his doflrica,

it was very natural to aferibe all the bleflings of the covenant to that
blood, by which it was ratified and fealed (£). For if thefe bene-
fits, (remiffion of fin, &c.) belong to the covenant itfelf, they may,
with great truih and propriety, be alcribed to that, which rendered
the covenant valid (/). As the abrogation of the old covenant,
is an effet afcribed to the death of Chrift, becaufe his blood fhed
was the ratification of the new, /5 all the bleflings and privileges of
this new covenant may be, in life manner, and for the fame reafon,
aleribed to the great faét or event, whereby it was ratified (m).
What detter fecurity could he give us for this, (forgivenefs and fa-
vour to true penitents) than by making the blood of his only Son
the blood of the covenant? _Any other method of confirming the
covenant appointed by God, might have been {ufficient (#). ~ Bap-
tifm is faid to fave us; though our falvation is rather the ¢%& of
the doéirine, of which bapti{m is the fign; or, more properly ftill,
of the power and gdodnefs of God. So our deliverance (as mn the
firlt quotation) and yet we find it often aferibed to the blood that
was fhed to ratify the covenant (o).

CoNT2AST. éa] He humbled himfelf, and lecame obedient unta
death, even the death of the crofs (5) Every high prieft is ordain-
ed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both
gifts and facrifices for fins—So a/fo CurisT—Though he were a
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things awbhich be fuffered; and

(#) 350. (/) 354. (m) 360. (») 346. (o) 361. See Art. XXXVL
XXXI, XXXII with preceding and following Articles. |

ConTR.(a) Secon foregoing Articles, particularly XXXIX, XL, XLL
(&) P. ii. 8.
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fion of fins, is maturally, and with great trush and proprety,
aferibed to his blood, becaule thereby the covenant was con-
firmed and ratified; though indeed that precife made of rati-
fication was not indifpenfibly neoeffary, as auy ctiber method of
confirming it, appointed of God, would have been cvery way
fufficient. We are therefore faved by the blood of Chrift in
~ the fame fenfe as we are faved by bapti/m, that is, by the doc-
trine, of which baptifm is the fign, and of which any other
fign, inftiruted by God, would have equally anfwered the
end.—Thus—" " :

being made perfect, he became the author of eternal falvation unto all
that obey him (¢). Except ye eat the flefb of the Son of Man, and
drint his blovd, ye have no life in you. Whofo eateth my flefb, and
drinketh my blosd, hath cternal life. My flefh is meat indeed, and my
blood is drinik indeed (d). Neither by the blood of goats and calves,
but by Ais ezon blsod, he entered once into the holy place, having
(by that blood) ebtained eternal redemption for us. TFor if the blood
of bulls, &c. fanchificth to the purifying of the fleth; how much more
fhall not the blood of CurisT purge your confeience (¢). Yeare come
to the blood of 4{11‘1‘1'11{'&'?13, that {peaketh better things than the blood
of Abel ( f). The blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfeth us from all fin (g ).
Have walthed their robes, and made them wbhite in the blood of the
Lamb; THEREFORE are they before the throne of God (4). But
now ye are made nigh by the blood of Chrift. For be is our peace—
baving abolifbed in his flefh the enmity—that he might reconcile both
unts God in one body by the crofs (i), Who was delivered for our
offences (£). Much more, being now jrﬁfjﬁrd by his blood, we fhall
be faved from wrath through him. Tor if, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to Gad by the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, fhall we be faved by his life (/). 'Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkuefs —-in whom we have redemption through
his blood, even the forgivenels of fins (m). And awith bis flripes are
ave bealed.  He fhall fee of the travail of his foul —by his know-
ledge fhall my righteous Servant jufify many; ror he fhall Jear
their iniguities (n )y—Nailing it to bis crofs. And having fpoiled prin-
cipalities and powers, he made a fhew of them openly, triumphing
over them 1N 11 (0). '

(e) H.v. 1. e M0 comp. ii. 9, 10. (d) } vi. §2—56. comp. H. x. 19,
20 xit. 24. (¢) H. ix. 12. 14, comp. Lv. xvi. 1—19. N. xix. (f) H. xii,
22. 24. comp. Gn.iv. & 1o, (g) 1 [. i 7.comp. H.v.9.i. 3. x. 14. (h) Ryv.
Vit 14, 15.1. 5. 1 P 19. (/) E.ii. 13—16. comp. C.i.z0—22. (4)R,
iv. 25. () ‘R. V.9—II. comp. in. 24, 25. G. ii, 20. vi. 14. 1 C.i, 23,24.
E.%.9. {MJ_C. 114, (n) M. liil. 5. 77 comp. lii, 14,75, (o) C.ii. 14, 135.
For the necefizy of the deatiy or blpod of Chrift, feeon Art. XXXVI, Sce

L1
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Of the virTUE and E¥vicAcY of the Death of Chrifl.

ArTrcre XLIIL M. Itis plain, that the virtue and ef-
ficacy of the obedience and death of the Son of God does
not lie in, what is called, their ﬁ:ti;ﬁ:ﬂary and meritorions na-
fure, as containing a full compenfation for the injury done
to the perfe@tions of God by fin, and an adequate price of
all forfeited and needed bleflings,—derived from the infinite
dignity of his per/on as the Son of Gop, ftanding and aéting
by his Father’s appointment, and according to his own vo-
luntary undertaking, in the nature and name of a certain
number of mankind loft. But it who//y lies in, and depends
on its fubferviency to the original plan of divine wifdom
and goodnefs, for promoting the true happinefs of men, as
that plan was before exhibited at length*®; and briefly con-
fifts in God’s defign of granting the human race eternal fe-

IncusTraTion, M. ¢ The death of Chrift derived alt 25 me-
it and efficacy from its being fubfervient to the plan—u¢ fupra (a).
The original plan—-refpecting the human race. 2dly, How and
in what fenfe the death of Chrift was agreeable or fubfervient to it.
And from thence we fhall fee, that the meritorious efficacy of his
death depended on that circumflance alone (£). Hence we fhall fee,
in fome meafure, the main objeét of our enquiry, namely, how the
fufferings and death of Chrift tend to fave men from the guilt of
fin. Their efficacy flows chicfly—ut fupra(¢). In reward of
Chrift’s righteoufnefs and obedience unto death, God did further
inveft him with the glorious power of calling—ut fupra (d).

Contrast. (@) The Lord is well pleafed for bis righteoufuefs
fake: he will magnify the lazv and make it hanoyrable (4). Chnift
is the ExD of the laww for righteoufnels to every one that believeth (¢).
What the law could not do, in that it was weak through the fleth,
God fending His own Son in the likenefs of finful fleth; and for
fin condemned fin in the fleth, that the righteoufnels of the l_aw
might be FuLriLLep in us (d). Feed the church of Gap, which

Conf. and Cat. on preceding Articles, relating to our Lord’s death;
particularly, Art. XXXIX. where a diftinction is always preferved be-
tween his cbedience and fufferings, and the Liter, as the former, [lated to be
the jeint procuring caufe of falvation. See alfo on Art. XLV,
™ % Sce Art. XXI.
ILtus., M. (a) P.234. 236, (#) 236. For the fubferviency of Chrift's
death to that plan, fee Art. XXIX. XXXIIL (¢) 315. (d) 235. 294.
CoxTk. (2 See on the preceding Articles, and on Art. XVHL (8) If.
xlii. 19. 21. liii. 5. 10—12. () R. x. 4 '
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licity in heaven, in the wayg their own abedience, overlicking
fmaller fins, and vouchfafing the benefit of pardon en repens
tance for wilful and heinous tranfgrefion. And more im-
mediately their efficacy, particularly in relation to the guilt
of fin, flows chiefly from their leading the away to that cele-
flial aggrandizement and power, whereby he is able to {ave
them to the uttermoft that come to God through him; a
porver received as the reavard of his obedience to the death:
which confifts in authority and ability, not of giving to fin-
ners evangelical repentance, the free forgivenefs of fins, the
fanctification of their perfons, and the certain enjoyment of
eternal life in heaven; but only of ca/ling finners to re-
pentance, or forgiving their fins when penitent, and of raifing
them from the dead to eternal life.

Of the o BJECTS of Chrif’s Redemption.

ArTicLE XLIV. M. As God fent his Son for the re-
demption, not of /zme men only, a chofen number, abfolute-

HE purchafed with #1s own {pmper{l-n Loono (¢). How much
more fhall not the blood of Chrift, who, THrROUGH TuE ETER-
NAL SeiriT, offred himfelf without fpot to God, purge your con-

Acience ( £).  Hereby perceive we the love of Gop, becaufe 1E laid
down nis life for us (g). Him hath God exalted—to be a Prince
and aSaviour to G1vE repentance toIfrael,and the remiffion of fins(4).

It was requifite the Mediator fhould be Gob, that he might—
give worth and efficacy to his fufferings, cbedience, and interceffion;
to fatisfy God's juffice, and procure bis favour, purchafe a peculiar
peaple; give his Spirit to them, conquer all their enemies, and bring
them to everlafting falvation. It was requifite the Mediator, who
was to reconcile God and men, fhould himfelf be both Gop and man,
and this in one perfon, that the proper works of each nature might be
accepted of God for usy and relied on by us, as the works of the whole

perfon (i)-

ILLusTraTioN. M. « God fent his Son for the redemption of
all men, Gentiles as well as Jews, who were all in a fenf under the
law, before the coming of Chrift (a). The free grace of God, and

() R. viii. 3, 4. 2 C.v.21. (¢) A. xx. 28. Ze. xiii. 17. (f) H. ix. 14.
(g) 1 J. i, 16, H. ix. 27,28. i. 7. ii. 2. v. 20. S8ee Hk. i. 13. PI. v. 4, 3.
R.iii. 19, 20. G.ii. 16. iii. 10, 11. (4) A.v. 31. comp. Ezk. xxxvi. 25—
27. Ze. ai. 10. E. i.7. See on Art. LX. (i) L. C. Q. 39, 43.

Iirvs. M. (a) P. 356.
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Of the RicuTEOUSNESs of Chrifl.

ArTicLe XLV. Af. The mediatory righteoufnefs of
Chrift does not comprehend his fufferings and death, or any
thing done by #h#m ; but confifts fo/ely in his holinefs of life,
or in his perfect obedience and {ubmiflion to the Father’s
will in the whole courfe of his life, even in the greateft
trials; particularly in the eminent patience, and fubmiiion,
piety and benevolence, difplayed at the clofe of it. It is
this that gives force and eflicacy to all his interceflions in
behalf of men; yet it is not by the merit of it that he {aves

Pnto whom ij:fus Chrift) he (the Father) did, from zl! eter-
nity, give a people to be bis feed, and to be by him, in time, re-
deemed, called, juftified, fanétified, and glorified. The Lord Jelus—
hath fully fatisfied the juftice of the Father, and purchafed not on-
ly reconciliation, but an everlafting inheritance in the kingdem of
heaven, for all thofe awhom the Father hath given him. To all thofe for
whom Chrift hath purchafed falvation, he doth certainly and ¢fec-
tually apply and communicate the fame\(b).

IncustraTiON. M. ¢ Next to the mercy of Ged, which is
, mever to be forgotten, the benefits of our redemption by Chrift
flow chiefly from the righteoufnefs and bolinefs of bis life; and par-
ticularly from the eminent patience, piety, fubmiflion and benevo-
lence difplayed at the clofe of it (a). It is this gooduefs and picty
of the Son of God, or his perfed obedience and fubmiffion to his Fa-
ther’s will (viz. as quite diltin: from and unconneéted with his
fufferings and death as fuch) in the greateft trials, which gives
force and efficacy to his interceflions in behalf of men &),  Obe-
dience to the will of God, which was the grand fpring of all that
our Saviour did or fuffered on earth, which gave merit to his life
and procured his advancement after death.— By it he obtained power
to fave in the highelt fenfe of the word (¢). In fat righteouf
nefs, including évery branch of duty, differs in our blefled I.ord and
in ordinary men oNLY IN DEGREE. In him it was complete, and
without blemifh; in all other men it has a mixture of imperfeétion
d)—at the clofe of it; which avails with God—ut fupra (). By
the obedience of one fhall many be made righteous, by being vrsto-
RED TO LIFE ( ). No jult objeétion can now lie againft the me-

(B) Conf. viii, 58. L.C. Q.38 41. 44. comp. Q. 31. 59. S.C.Q. 20. 21.
See Art. on EleCtion, and Art. XLVI. fedigly R

Irius, M. (a) P. 275. allo 487. 499. quoted under Art, XLIL (5) 279,
280. (<) 498,499. (d) 285. (o) Hﬁ- (f) 279
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any ; only by it he fomehow obtained power to fave in the
higheft degree. It is precifely of thé fame Find as that of
ordinary men, and differs from theirs only in degree; his
being complete and without blemifh, theirs having a mix-
ture of imperfeftion. It avails, therefore, with God in fa-
vour of finners, not in a way peculiar to itfelf, and infinite-
Ly above the righteoufnefs of every other; but in the fame
manngr as do the piety and virtue of good men in general :
only the effects of his fingular excellencies are proportion-
ably greater and more excellent, as by it we are made righ-
teous; not legally and in the fight of God, by a judicial
imputation of it, or a reckoning it to our account, as if we
ourfelves had performed it; %ut in a more extraordinary

diation, merits or interceffion of Chrift, as repreflented in Scrip-
ture; feeing it is fo agreeable to the ordinary courfe of providence,
and fo much of a piece with the conduét of God in other inftances”

(2)

CowntrasT. (a). Inhis days Judah fhall be faved, and Ifracl
fhall dwell fafely; and this is the name whereby he fhall be called
the Lorp (Jenovau) our righteoufnefs (4), Look unto me, and
be ye faved, all ends of the earth : For [ am Gop, and there is none
elfe—Suyrely fhall oze fay, in the Lorp (Jenovan) have [ righte-
oufnefs—1In the Lorp (Jehovah) fhall all the feed of Ifracl be juffi-
ed, and fhall glory (¢). DBut now the riGurrousness oF Gop
without the law is manifefted ; being witnefled by the law and the
prophets: even the ricHTEOUSNEss oF Gop, which is by faith
in Jefus Chrift, to all and upon all them that believe ().—And
do count them but dung that I may win Chrift, and be found in
him ; not having mine own righteoufnefs which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of Chrift, the rightesufuefs which is
of God by faith (¢). Have not fubmitted themfelves to the riG -
TEousNEss OF Gop. For Chrift is the end of the law for righte-
oufnefs to every one that believeth ( ). He made him ta be fin
for us, who knew no fin, that we might be made the riGHTEOUS-
ness oF Gob in him ( g). © s by the’offence of one, judgment

(g) 290. See quotations under Article XXIX.
CoxTrAST. (a) Sec on former Articles; particularly P. ii. 8. H. v. 8,
9. ii. 9, 10. 14,15, R.viii. 3,4.iv. 25. v. 6—1I1: H.i. 3. x.14. E.i. 7. 1 J. L.
7.iv. 9, 10. Rv. 1. §. V. 9, 10. If. xlii. 21, (6) Jr. xxiii. 5, 6. (¢) IL. xl¥.
ar1—a5. liv. 17. li. 4—8. D. ix, 24. 26.  (4) R. iii. 21, 22. (¢) P. iii. §,
9- Hn.-- i!- 16, I?- i:- 013 1 Ct iljﬁj 311 % -Pl il 1. I.[I ﬂ'lril I 3.1 [f} R.x.
34 (g)aC.v.3L
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and inexplicable way by being reffored to life.  And fo the
whole mediation of Chrift, whether in his merits or inter-
ceflion, has nothing fingular or uncommon in it, but is per-
fectly analogous to the ordinary courfe of providence, and of
a piece with the conduct of God in innumerable common
inftances.—However—

Of the SALVATION obtained by.Chrift being not CERTAIN
and ABSOLUTE, but CONDITIONAL.

ArticLE XLVI. M. It is an evident truth, that Jefus
Chrift did not by his obedience and death procure in any
way, an abfolute, certain, and infallible falvation for any men;
fo that every one, for whom he worked righteoufnefs and
fuffered death, {hould, unqueftionably and without fail, be
faved in the end. He did not, for inftance, obey and die to

came upon all *en to condemnation, even fo by the righteoufnefs of
one, the free gift come upon all men to juflification of life. For as
one man’s difobedience many were made (or conftituted) fin-
ners ; fo by the obedience of one, fhall many be made F:Jr conflituted )
righteous (). David alfo defcribeth the bleflednefs of the man,
to whom God imputeih righteoufnefs avithout aworks (i), There is
" one God, and one mediator between God and Zfan, the nidiy Chrift
Jelus 3 who gave bimfelf a ranfom for all (£), "
Thofe whom God effeétually calleth, he allo freely jultifieth—by
imputing the obedience and fatisfaction or CurisT unto them; they re-
ceiving and refling upon him and n1s rR1GHTEOUSNESS by faith (7).

IcrusTraTion, M. ¢ God, who is pleaftd for the fake of it
(Chrift’s worthinefs and blood) to fhew favour to the unworthy,
provided they turn from their evil ways (a). Chrill is the propi-
tiation or expiatory vi¢tim for our {ins, and the fins of the wwhole
world, provided they be forfaken (£). The oblation of Chriit’s
body on the crofs will not benefit his followers, unlefi they be duly
influenced by confidering the doétrinal inftruction it contains, and
the moral purpofes which it ferves (¢). The benefit of the Savi-

(P)R.v.16—21. (i) R.iv. 6. See v. 11, 22—25. (4) 1'T.ii. 5,6. comp.
IL. xxwiii 16, 1 C, iii. 10, 11. H. x. 26—29. A.iv, 11, 12. E. i. 7—10. 17,
18. ili. 8—1T1. (/) Conf. xi. T. comp. viii. 4. xix, 1. L. C. Q. 70, 71. in
which alfo, the death or fatisfaltion of Chrift is reprefented as a part of
of his mediatory rightcoufnefs, and the imputation of that ese righteoul-
nefs aflerted. 4
Ierus, M. (a) P.279. (8)278. (¢) 548,
R 2
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_ D.-Though the Redeemer gave his life a ranfom for all
_mankind, it was not to accomplifh a fure falvation, which
everv one, for whom he laid down the ranfom, {hould infal-
. libly poffefs ; but a conditional one, which they are to enjoy
if not awanting to themfelves: That s, he fhed his blood for
the remiflion of the fins of the Gentiles, as well as of the Jews,
who fhall prevail on themfelves to believe, embrace and ad-
here to New Teftament terms. In other words, he laid
down his life, not for all men, or for any man, confidered
as difsbedient and obflinate, in order to make them tratable
and obedient, and fo to bring them to the enjoyment of e-
ternal life, but for the behoof of the mi/d and traclable only.
—Indeed—

"Of the INEFFICACY of our Lord’s Death, and the liitle Bene-
fit refulting from it to Mankind.

ArTicLE XLVIL. M. Whatever wonderful things are

affirmed of the death and righteoufnefs of Jesus CurisT,

he suaLL fee bis ferd—and the pleafure of the Lord suaLL pros-
‘pER in his hand. He fkall fee of the travail of his foul, and Shall
- be satisriep. By his knowledge /ball my righteous fervant jufi-
fy many (4). 1 am poured out like water, &c, &c.—all ends of
the earth fball remember and turn to the Lord—a feed jball ferve
him: it fball be accounted to the Lord for a generation (¢). And
I, if 1 be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me (d)
-—He gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify to himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good aworks (e).—
Knowing this, that our old man is crucified avith Chrifl, that the body
of fin.might be deflrayed, that henceforth we fhould not ferve fin ( Wi
Jearken to me ye flout bearted, and ye that are far from righteouf-
nefs. 1 bring near my righteoufnefs, and my falvation {thall not tarry ;
and I will place falvation in Zion for Ifracl my glory (g). Such
~ were fome of you. But'ye are wafbed, but ye are fandified, but
ye are juflified in the name of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of
our God (4). In due time Chrift died for the ungodly—avhile we
were yet enemies Chrift died for us—if when we were enemies we
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, &ec. (7).

3

(#) If. lili. o, 11 (¢) Pf. xxii. 24—30. () J. xii. 32. HLix. 12, E.v. 26,
27.2 T, ii. 10. 1 Th. ii. 13, 14. H. v. 9. () Ti. ii. I4. comp. Pf. cx, 2, 3.
If. xxix. 18 xxxv. 1—10.  (f) R. vi, 3=6. viii. 1—4. G. ii. 20. C. ii 10
—13. Lo, xiivio. EC 1.4, Cor. 14 (g) . xIvi. 12, 13. comp. lii. 15.
P 20—23. (#) 1 C.vi. 9—1f. comp. I T.i. 12—16. E. i1. I-—19.
1Th L 5—19 (i) R v, 6—10. 15==21. Seccon the following Article.
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and whatever praifes are beftowed on him, either in the fa-
cred oracles, or in the preachings and writings of his mini-
fters, the whole matter, when cleared of glowing figures
and other ornaments of fpeech, often profufely lavifhed up-
on it, comes fimply to this, that he ENDEAVOURED # fave |
men by benevolent labours and fufferings, by the effufion |
and at the expence of his blood ; but that thefe endeavours,
and indeed thofe of his whole mediation, are fo feeble, that
all of them may be frufirated; to fuch a degree, that it is |
very poflible not one of thefe for whom he obeyed and fuf-
fered, fhould be eventually faved; but that every individual -
of them fhould, notwithftanding his benevolent efforts, be
plunged into eternal perdition. Itis certain the Son of God

IirusTraTion. A, ¢ In fhort, the worthinefs of Chrift was

moft eminently difplayed in bis ENDEAVOURING fo fave men at the
price of his blood (a). Can we deem fin a light matter, while we
contemplate the Son of God nailed to a crofs by it, and on its .
account, and ENDEAVOURING, by the effufion of his blood, to fave us
{from its power (£). Jf fin be not mortified, and actually put to
death, both in our bodies and fouls, the death of Chiift will be en-
tirely fruftrated with re%lard tous (¢). Andif, after all he hath
done, and ftill does for that purpofe, finners do fill continue in their
fins, they fruftrate, with regard to themfelves, af/ rﬁrgﬁ‘:ﬁs of his me-
diation (d). You thereby render his benevolent labours and fuf-
ferings fo far vain, and defeat the purpofes of bis love (). Shall I
rather refolve to frufirate all the defigns of mercy in my behalf, and
after every thing is prepared, on the part of heaven, with fuch coft
and labour, to put me in pofleffion of immortal blifs, fhall I wilful-
Iy draw back, and plunge myfelf into everlatting: perdition? ( f)—
All ferving to fruftrate the defign of bis death, and of bis awhole me-
diation. O Father! Lord of heaven and earth! muft thy Son fuf-
fer fuch things with /b little benefit to the unhappy race of men (g)?
The benefit which would redound to mankind from his death, |
which was —/efs than divine benevolence wifbed (5). Qur complete -
falvation, through our Saviour’s life and power, much more probable |
noww, than that was once, which we know hath a¢tually taken place,
namely, our reconciliation to God by his death (1).~The efta- =
blifhment of mutual love among men—one would think that this—
o 3 fupra~and yet, perhaps, there is no inftance in which his endea- |
wours have been lefs ﬁm-ijh!(.é}. And what multitudes of the
human race, and even amonglt the followers of his name, would £

(6) 448. () 450, (d)543. (e) 426, (f)33% 0
(&) 425, o

.
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Irrvs. M. {a) P. 279,
() 33 (%) 43y (d) 320
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fuffered all the evils that befel him with very lictle benefit to
our unhappy race,much lefs than divine benevolence withed;
and the very utmoft that can be faid with truth is, that our
falvation is thereby rendered probable. Were we to give
inftances of the inefficacy of his labours, one would think
the chief defign of his mifion was to eftablith mutual love
among men; and more, it is certain, he could not have done
to promote it, had he aimed at nothing elfe, and yet all are
witnefies how unfuccefsful his endeavours have been. But
it is needlefs to go into a detail of particulars, fince it is evi-
dent that great multitudes of men, after all the exertions of
his zeal, and the heavy calamities he endured, even to the
death of the crofs, in order to {ave them, do affually and

nally perifb, notwithflanding all his benevolent zeal, and after he fhould
have endured the death of the crofs #o fave them. Thefe lamentable
evenis, not unforcfeen or unattended to, pierced the heart of Jefus at
this time (in the garden), and fhook his whole frame” (/).

- Coxtrast. (a) Who is this—that is glorious in his apparel,
travelling in the greatnefs of bis ffrength? 1 that {peak in righteouf-
nefs, MIGHTY TO SAVE (4). Heis able ts fave to the uTTERMOST,
all that come unto God by him (¢). Thou haft laid help upon .
one that is miGHTY (4). Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son
is given—his name fhall be called the micuTy Gob, the EVER-
LASTING FaTuer (¢). His name fhall endure for ever:—and men
fball be bleffled in him; and all nations fhall call him blefled ( /).
All that the Father hath given me fball come to me.~This is the
Father’s will, which hath fent me, that of a/f which he hath given
me, [ fhould Ipfe nothing, but fhould raife it up again at the laft day—
Whofo eateth my flefh, and drinketh my blood, hath ETERNAL
LiFe; and I will raife him up at the laft day (g). I give unto
them ETERNAL LIFE, and they SHALL NEVER PERISH: neither fball
any pluck them out of my band (b). And the multitude of them that
believed were of one heart and of one foul (i). Astouching brother-

(N33, See Art. XLVI. LI, LII.

CoxTR. (@) See on the preceding Article.  (8) If. Ixiii. 1—6. () H,
vii. 25° () Pf. Ixxxix. 19—25. () If. ix. 6, 7. viii. 14. comp, M. i. ar.
23. D.ix. 24.26. If xlii. 3=—7. xlv.27—25. 1],i. 7. v.10—12. 1 T.i. 13,

‘15. (f) P.lxxii. 1—x9. If. liii. 10, 13, (g) J. vi. 37. 40. 44 47. 51.54.
(#) J. x. 28,29. comp, ], vi. 7. PL.xxii, 31. J.xvil. 2. (i) A, iv. 13137
comp, ii, 41=-47.
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ers as a perfect man, full of benevolent affections to the hu-
man race, in which he hath left us an example; and his
_ prayers confidered as Mediator and official interceflir. Not-
. withftanding it does not extend to the generation of 1mpe-
mitent finners; becaufe, while they continue {uch, nothing
can be done for them. For it has no effect in granting repen-
tance for fin, or in the aCual converfion of finners from it:
only it may have effe&t in procuring refpite for them, or
fpace for repentance and the means of it, till all proper
methods are tried for their converfion; and the pardon of {in,
upon repentance for it, and forfaking it. We fay may : for,
even in this view, it has not the defired effeét with regard
to all, in whofe caufe he interefts himfelf, though, without
doubt, it has with regard to many of them.

D. The interceffion of Chrift is fo ftrange a part of his
work, that it is not eafy to give any confiftent and diftin&
account of it. In it there is a claim made, and yet that is

fider him in this inftance pleading the caufe of a/f finners in ewvery
age of the world; whether they be fuch as rejed? the faith of the
golpel, or fuch as, profelling to believe, do not yield obedience to.
it (4). He prayed not for the world, the reprobate generation of
impenitent finners—ut fupra— (¢). Our Lord’s interceflion may a-
vail to procure refpite for finners, and farther means of repentance,
till all proper methods be tried for their converfion; and fuch bene-
fits may be granted them, part/y out of refpeét to the worthinefs and
excellence of his character, and that beroic virtue difplayed by him
in his death; and, on the fame account, the pardon of their fins on
repentance (d). He prayed alfo for his enemies, as we have feen—
and his prayer had, without doubt, the defired effect, with regard
to many of them, who afterwards repented (¢).”

D. Father, I will—¢ ever claim—~compare fuch forms of wifbing,
with m. x. 35. vi. 35. M. xii. 38. J. xit 21”7 (f). I will pray
the Father,—¢ in the charatter of your affeétionate and faithful ad-
vocate. The ¢ffe of praying, rather than the thing itfclf, is here
meant. For, M. xxviii. 18. &c. A. ii. 23, &c. anexpreflion of great
modefty, as effeftual, as J. xi. 41, 42.” (g). I will that they alfo
whom thou haft given me—¢ gffeually and gracioufly,” be with me.
(%) 1 pray for them.—¢ Diwine aids to them more efpecially.” I
pray not for the world—=¢ for the unbelicving world as fuch, « Hi

(172 (938, (@) 383 ()280—D. (a7~ (g) 6. 1.
g _
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Of the UnioN of Chrift and Belicvers.

ArTtricre XLIX, D. There is no fuch union lLetween
Jefus Chrift and believers as is ufually denominated iy fli-
eal; in which the whole perfons of believers are invifibly
and myfterioully, yet rea/ly and witully united with the per-
fon of Chriit, as Immanuel and head of the church, by the
Spirit of Grace working faith in their hearts, and euagling
them to the exercife of it, in order to communion with him
in his righteoufnefs, grace and falvation. A/ the union
fubfifting between them is of a moral, or of a political kind,
as between a man and his friend, a huiband and wife, or a
king and his fubjects; the bond of which is mutual love,

avhere I am (h). All we like loft fheep have gone aftray: we have
turned every one to his.own way: and the Lord hath laid upon him
the iniquity of us all.—He was numbered with the tranfgrefors,
and bare the fins of many; and made interceffion for the tranfgref-
ors (1)

/ T(u all thofe for avhom Chrifl bath purchafed redemption, he doth
certainly and effedually apply and communicate the fame; making in-
terceffion for THEm (£). Chrift maketh intercefion, by Ais appear-
ing in our nature continually before the Father in heaven, in the merit
of his obedience and facrifice on carth, declaring his awill to have it ap-
plied (/). Chrift executeth the office of a Prist, in his once offering
of himfelf a facrifice without {pot to God, to be areconciliation for the
fins of bis people, and in making continval interce/fion for THEM (m).

IiiustraTion. D.—Dwelleth in me, and I in him—¢ In me,
by the love which I bear to him—and I in him, by returns—us
Jupra—E.v. 2, &c. P.ii. 5. 1 J.iil. 167 (a). Ye fhall know
that I am in my Father—¢ by affedtion” —and you in me—s by o

milar affedion’’—and 1 in you—* by clofe and cordial attach-
ment of abedience (). :

CONTn;gT. For we are members of his body, of his fleth, and of
his banes.—This is a grear myffery: but I fpeak coneerning Christ
and the church (a). He thatis joined to the Lord is oxe Spi-

xxiy T—7, J. xi. 42. M. xxvi. 53. L. xxii, 32. comp. M. xxvi. 75. (). T
xvil. 24, (i) I hii. 6. ¥2.—See E. v. 25, 26. Ti. 1. 14. R, v. 6—10,
1 C. vi. T1. Jr. xxxii. 40. Ezk. xxxvi. 25, 27.—Rv. xvii. 8. E. i. 4, 5.
{{f Conf. viii, 8. L, C. Q. 38. (/) L.C. Q. 5. (m) L. C, Q. 44. 5. C.

25

Irrus. D.{a) P. 205. 15.  (8) 427. ;

CoNTR. {2) E. v. 3c. 32. 3. 23, 23.
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not ufing the powers which they have, by applying them to
thefe objects, Hence, as well from the many good qualities
and difpolitions, which we have found to be inherent in the*
nature of man, and univerf{ally poflcfled ¥, regeneration, or
a fecond birth from heaven, is no way neceflary, except to
other principles and conduc¢t than are prevalent at fome times,
and in fome places of the world. And where it does take

lace, there is no fuch thing as the implantation of {piritual,
?upﬂrnatuml habits and principles, by the infinite power and
grace of God, giving exiftence to things which before had
- none. But as it is the very fame thing with converfion, it im-

plies no more than a turning from proud ambitious tempers,
where thefe dre predominant; and becoming, in refpect of
mild, lowly and unafpiring difpofitions, as httle children:
or fuch a fanctification of the {pirits of men as is oppofed
to the fleth, which is fitted only for natura! and ani-

14” (a). Except a man be born again—¢ as it were born again,
or from above, to other principles and condudt, than are now pre-
valent—{ee v. 31. G. iv. 9. comp. L. xvii. 20. The fame in fub-
ftance with, M. xviii. 3. J. vi. 44, 45" (4). Except ye be con-
verted—from proud ambitious tempers, or change your minds, and -
become — ut fupra” (¢). That which is born of the flefh, is flefh —
“ could it be ever {o often, is fleth fitted only~—ut fupra.” —That
whichis born of the Spirit, is {pirit—¢ thereby fandified in [pirit, and
lives a fpiritual life, fee 1 C.vi. 17. H. xii. 9” (d). For their
fakes I fanétify myfelf—¢¢ that they alfo, raught by my example, might
be eminently {anctified through the truth, thus awfully fealed in my
blood.  Or that they might be perfeétly acquainted with, and fet
apart to preach my word, being thus more fully inftru&ed in it ().

ConTrast. The things of Ged knoweth no man, but by the
SeiriT of God: the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God; neither can be know them, becaufe they are Jpiri-
tually difcerned (a). Verily verily, I fay unto yon, except a man
(‘any man, every man ) be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God (4). If any man be in Chrift, he is a new creature, ~ Old
things are paft away: behold avLy things are become new (¢). Ye
are hus workmanthip, created in Chrifl Fefus unto good works (d).
A new beart allo will 1 give you, and a new Spirit will 1 put avithin

. D (&) * See Art. XX1V.

LLos. D. (a) P.429.8. (8) 65. (o) 241. (d) 65. 12, (e) 44337,
ConTr. (@) 1. C.ii. 11. 14. E. v. 8, iv. 18. Jr. v. 3L (5; J- ?i.i. ; £a
(()2C.v.17. (E.ii 10. ILxlifi. 7, 21, 1. 21,
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to begin the world. God expels us to fulfil the righteouf-
nefi of the law, and he requires of us nothing in this ref-
pect, which he hath not given us ability to perform. He
hath made all his fervice not only practicable but eafy, and
put it fully in our power, by the performance of our duty,
to be happy. Particularly we can, if we pleafe, make all
means ufed with us {uccefsful. We can prevent fin from
having dominion over us, purify and fave ourfelves from its
power; and fo can not only reform ourfelves without pof-

-

{ervice required of me, is not only pradicable, but eafy (¢). He
hath put it in our power, by the practice of righteoufnefs to be hap-
py in ourfelves—(d' ) for granting tofinners the mieans of repentance,
and the benefit of pardon, when thefe means fhould prove fuccefiful
{(¢)-  They (enterprizes for rifing from the deplorable wretched-
nefs, to which fin has reduced us) are difficult enterprizes; but for
the difficulty of them, [ may thank myfelf (f). How zealous
fhould I be to jultify, if poffible, a choice fo honourable and benefi-
cial to me—and to render it effediual { g)? We cannot, without
violating cur facred engagements, yield obedience to fin, or fufer
«it to have dominion over us (b). By a faithful obedience to his di-
vine word, we fhall be purihied and faved for ever from the dominion
of fin (i).—to compel us (by afli€tion) to keep onrfelves united to
him, whois the true fource and centre of our joy (£). The work,
which he (a finner) nndertertakes of reforming bis life, cannot pof-
/fibly mifcarry, but through his ozon fault, his own difinclination.
If there be but a willing mind, the fuccefs is infallible (/).—point
out to finners the courfe they fhould purfue, in order to recover
themfelves from their lapfes (m). They have facrificed Chriffian
lave, which was certainly «vithin their reach, and would not have
failed to make them virtuous and happy (#). We are capable, by
proper exertions, of making proficiency in goodnefs,—or if we are
overtaken with a fault more or lefs, to recover ourfelves from it as
{peedily as poffible. We may deceive ourfelves in this matter, if
we can, but it will not be eafy for us—1It will require no common afs
Siftance of the fpirit of darknefs” (p).—Nay—

. Contrast. (a). When we were yet without flrength, in due
time Chrift died for the ungedly (2). So then they that are in the

(<) 365. (d)agr ()234.255. (f)462. (g)474. té}wcf (i) 549.
E:!}:s: 7. () 464. (m) 86. (n) 438. (o) 253. (p) 458. Seenext AE—
icle.

{5;1{:;:‘1:3. (2) See on the preceding Article and E. ii. I=¢. C, ii, 13,
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Of FREE-wWIL L,

Articre LII. A So great is man’s ability and fuch
the ftrength of his free-will, that it wholly depends on us,
whether we are brought to comply with the terms of the
gofpel or not.  As we awill, the remedy provided againit
our weaknefs, inconftancy, and undutiful behaviour, proves
fufficient or infufficient. That wonderful principle of our
conftitution can enfure not only the performance of true re-
pentance, but the enjoyment of all the bleflings of the gof-
pel; particularly the effectual removal of fin, in deliverance
both from the punifhment and praétice of it, through Chritt,
if it chufes: But it can alfo fet limits to the power of God;

15 {piritually good {p). Thefe goed works done in obedience to
God’s commandments are the fruits and evidences of a true angd live-
ly faith—Their ability (even that of believers) to do good works,
is not AT ALL of themfelves; but wroLLy from the Spirit of Chrift.
~ And that they may be enabled thereunto, Jefides the graces they
have already received, there is requifite an a&ual influence of the
fame holy Spirit to work in them to will and to do of his good
pleafure (g).

IrrvstraTion. MM.—¢ Covenant of remiffion of fin—to all
men inall ages, who can be brought to comply with the terms of the
gofpel (a).—Except what may arife from my own weaknefs, in-
conftancy, and undutiful behaviour; even for thefe a fufficient remedy
is provided by thy goodnefs, if [ ewill but ufe it (8). It thews us
the certainty of our being enabled, if wifling, to perform true and ac-
ceptable repentance 5:) All things are yours, &e. all are put in
our power, if we avill, and rendered miniflerial to our falvation o
Every blefling promifed in the gofpel is mine, even to the poffeffion
of eternal life in heaven, if 7 but endeavour to comply Saithfully awith
the defigns of thy grace (¢). We are often faid in the New Tefta-
ment to be now juflified and faved, becaufe we are put in a fure
way of obtaining thefe benéfits, and cannot fail of them, Juz by our
own fault ( £). In thort, if the matter do not flick at us, our fins
- are effeGtually carried off by his crucified body, and we are deliver-
ed for ever, both from the punifhment and practice of them (g)

(#) Conl. ix. 3, 4. {g) Conf. xvi, 2, 3. See alfo Conf. Cat. preceding

Article, with L. C. Q. 95. and following Articles. g

: I)LL;E- (a) P.363. (6) 365. (<) 442, (d) 490. (e} qo07. (f) 122
4ty
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depends on the free-will of man. Itis this that gives effedl
to the ranfom paid by Chrift in yielding his life, and that
renders the means ufed for our falvation {ufficient. It is
not neceffary in order to the proper entertainment of thefe
means, that people be enlightened and created to goed
works; but from the freedom of wili and the exertion of nu-
tural powers, the means muit be {o ufed to.produce thefe ef-
feCts: For under the gofpel every man has it fairly in his
power, to know in a due manner both the TFather and the
Son. It is ealy likewife by time and holy endeavours, par-
ticularly by fafting, to fubdue natural inclinations, and ac-
quire a habit of chaftity, as Jefus himfelf did.—Thus—

(). Ye neither know me nor my Father—¢ though it bas been
Jairly put into your poever” (s). And there be eunuchs, who have
made, &c,—* Eunuchs, L1ks mysiLr, by abflinence, who have made
themfelves, as it were, eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s fake,
To fubdue their natural inclinations, and acquize, through time and
boly, endeavours, a habit of chaflity, on purpofe to have the better op-
portunity and means both for {tudying and propagating the go-
Ipel” (#).

ContrasT. (a). No man can come unto me, except the Father
which hath fent me draw him—therefore I faid unto you, that so
man cometh unto me, except it qoere given him of my Father (2).
All that the Father giverh me, fball come to me (¢). Other fliecp
I have which are not of this fold; them alfo 1 muff bring in; and
they /ball hear my woice (d ). Itis Gop that worketh in you to
ailly and to do of his good pleafure (¢). And you hath HE guick-
ened, who were dead in trefpafles and fins, wherein in time paft ye
w.:ilked— But Gop who is rich in mercy, for his great love where-
with he loved us, even when we were dead in_fins, hath guickened us
together with Chrift (by Grace are ye faved) and hath raifed us
up together (f). And youbeing dead in your fins, and the uncir-
cumcifion of your flefh hath ne guickencd together with him: hav-
ing forgiven you all trefpafles (g). Verily, verily, I fay unto you,
the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead fhall hear the voice
of the Sox o8 Gobj and they that hear fhall Jive (4). What if
fome did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the Jaith of Gob of

(r) 514, (s) 260. (2) 298, 6, See alfo preceding Article. .
CBHI_"II.A iT. (a) See on the foregoing Article.  (4) J. vi. 44, 45, 65.

Ec] J. ¥i. 37 (d) J- x. 16.. | (¢) P.ii. 13. See Ze. vii. 12. E. iv. 19.

:’ic‘. X, 10, (f) E. i 1=19. " (g) C. ii. 13. Tk i, 3=—6." (5} J. v. 24.

el ? "
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ral perfuafion, or the cogent argument which it propofes. This
was the power and wifdom, with which the firft preachers
of it were endowed from on high, for compelling the Gentiles
to a fuitable reception and improvement of their meﬁ‘age,
and the only thing that rendered it effetual. Indeed it is the
only method of dealing with men becoming the gofpel feait,
and fuited to the nature of rational beings; not only in op-
polition tofexternal force, but alfo to internal speration : and
yet it is fo fufficient and powerful, that as the fulleft means
of conviction are thereby furnithed, fo men are laid undera
neceffity of believing, and, of courfe, of performing every o-
ther fpiritual and acceptable duty. As an evidence, the me-
thod which éur Lord himfelf employed for keeping his dif-
ciples in an evil world, was not, lefs or more, any divine
fanétifying influence on their hearts, but merely fuitable le/-
fotis and mstives propofed to their minds; and his fuccels
was anfwerable to his care in this kind.

it came from him, But,.after that, he left every one free to rejed
or embrace it at pleafure; only referving to himfelf a right of calling
all men to account for their conduét, and giving them the fuitable
rewards of another world” (4).

D. Compel them to come in— “by inftant fiiendly pnj?::_rﬁan—-
ufed for cogent argument and perfuafion. 8o Chrift compelled the
Gentiles to receive his gofpel, by endowing the preachers of it with
wifdom and power from on high. He laid them under a moral ne-
ecffity of believing, by furnifbing the fulleft means of conviction. This
method only would become a feaft, and {uit the nature of rational
beings” (c). T kept them—< by fuitable leffons and motives propo-
fed to their minds”—1I have kept—¢¢ with fuccefs anfwerable to
my care (d).”

ContrasT, (@) Who hath believed our report? and to whom
1s the grm of the Lorp rewealed ‘gﬁ}? I dreaw them with cords of
a man, with bands of love. And I was to them as they that take
off the yoke on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them (c). The Lorp
fhall fend the rod of ftrength out of Zion: rule thou in the midft
of thine enemies. 7hy people thall be willing in the day of thy power
(#). Whofe beart the Loorp opened, that fhe attended to the things
which were fpoken of Paul(¢). And the band of the Lorp was with
them; and a great number believed, and turned to the Lord L)

;f‘%ﬂ 46.—D. (¢) P. 309. 10. (&) 442. Sce preceding Articles, and Art.

CoxTr, (a) 8ece on precedinr Arricle i i. 4.

= .. » particularly 1. vi. 44, 45, 65.
¥ i I3. (&) If Lii. 1, (<) Ho. xi. 4. (d) PL, ux.}ri.l (e} A. 131'. Ii
W) ALzl 31,
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theirs, like his, is a motive for God’s exercifing towards them
that merey which is eflential to him. - There is fo much of
it in ordinary obedience and righteoufnefs, that it procures
divine bleflings from God. Thefe are granted on account of
it: It is fuftained as a reafon for them: and fo it is really a
. Jfource of bleflednefs, and a fort of price for the benefits be-
ftowed. This it is always to thofe that poffefs it, and fome-

that we may never furgct the free grace, or gratuitous favour of
God (¢). In common language,—u? fupra—and the more the
oreater; and there muft be worth or merit in all, that fhall be final-
I}r admitted to the happinefs of heaven (). The righteaufnefs and
obedience of good men may be one regfon for his exercifing that
mercy which is effential to him—may induce him to fuffer even the
imperfeét holinefs of fome to redound to the good of others, who
are move deficient in thofe qualities, or deititute of them, and may
be gracionfly and wifely fuffained by him as a reafon for extending
kindaefs —(¢). Encourages them in well-doing, that they may be
more extenfiv :.1}.— uleful, and procure more good to others, as well as
thentfelves ( £ ). Sinful men have often very valuable benefits—not
nnly‘ through th: u_gﬁrummm:’:r 'y, but on the account of the virtue of
athers (¢). God is pleafed to have refpect unto the piety and o-
bedience of his fervants, and on their account, to beftow, in many
cafes, important benefits on thofe, who are yet in a flate of enmit
with him (4). He makes even the imperfect wrtue, which 15 to
be found among men, a fource of blefednefs, not to 1ts immediate oqwn-
ers only, but to thofe who are eftranged from i#—by fuffering their
piety to overflow to the good—ut supra—He is plealed to accept
of it at their hands, both on their o2vn behalf, and in fome fort as 2he
priCE of benefits beftowed on the umffﬁrwﬂg No facrifice prevails
with him, like the obedience of his rational creatures (7). Righte-
oufnefs, we fee, is at.c&pﬂble, and prevails in his eyes, and avails
with him for the procuring of favours and benefits always to thofe
who are poffefled of it, and fometimes to athers befide (£).

CoxtrasT. (a) And if by grace, then it is no more of works:
otherwile grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is
no more of grace: otherwife work isno awork (). Curist is become

of no ¢ffeé to you; whofoever of you are juftified by the /aw, ye

(¢) 284. (4) 288. (¢) 259. comp. quot. under Art. XXVIL (f) a71.
(g) 260. (&) ab2. (i) 269. (4) 285.
CoxTRr. (a) See P. 1. 6—9. If. ix. .6, comp. liii, I1, 12. Pf. xxi, 1—7,

comp. PL xxii. 1—18. R. x, 4, i. ¥7. H. i, 3. ix. 17, Iﬁ. Rv. v. 9. 14
(&) R. x1. 6,
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Of REM13810N of Sin and JUSTIFICATION.

ArticLe LV. M. Chriftians are not really juftified
and faved now, otherwife than asthey are putin a {ure way
of obtaining thefe benefits, and cannot fail of them but
through their own fault: fo that, firiétly {peaking, none have
at prefent actual falvation from the gwilf of fin, but only fal-
vation from it in Zope and expectation. For jultification is that
hope of righteoufne[i, for which we muft wait till the laft daﬁ,
or, at {horteft, till the moment of our diflolution by death.
Only, God’s faithful fervants have received {uch teftimonies
of his love, difpofition, and ability # juflify them, and to
complete the work of their falvation, as are more than fuf-
ficient to free them from all jealoufies: particularly, they
receive an earneft and fure pledge of their juftification in

God’s juftice. 'Works done by unregenerate men, although, for
the matter of them, they may be things which God commands, and
of good ufe both to themfelves and others; yet, becaufe they pro-
ceed not from a heart purified by faith, nor are done in a right
manner, according to the word, nor to a right end, the glory of
God; they are, therefore, finful/, and cannot pleafe God, or make
men meet to receive grace from God ; and yet the negleét of them

is more finful and difpleafing to God (o). 2

IcrvusTraTion. M. ¢ Though we are often faid in the New
Teftament to be now juffified and faved, becaufe we are put—us
Supra—=yet, ftrictly {peaking, we are at prefent faved from the guilt
of fin, in hope and expedlation, rather than in afual pofffion (a).
Indeed they (deliverance from the reigning power of fin, and free-
dom from condemnation for pails fins) include, when taken toge-
ther, ary that is defirable to a finner as fuch. /Vhat more can we with
for, than to be delivered from the fawvery of fin for the future, and
from the condemnation we were liable to for pafl fins? (0). We
wait for the hope of righteoufnefs or juflification by faith (¢). The
righteous leing [eparated from the wicked, fhall be completely and
publicly juftified in the eycs of the whole univerle (d). Both
from God and Chrift they }his faithful fervants) have received —u¢
Jupra (e). An earnefl and lure pledge of our juflification we receive
—ut fupra ( f ). We are juftified by his blood, therefore, becaufe,
by the fhedding—-ut fupra (g). Ifwe give ourfelves—to righteouf-

(e) Conf. xxi. 5. 7.
r }f:_:ﬂ;ﬁ- M.(a)P.322. (b)230. (c)323. (4)308. (e)322- (f)323.
81 339
U
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the gift of the Spirit, and deliverance from the flavery of
vicious paflions. ~ Still, however, it is to be obferved, that
their juftification, firlt and laft, is by the blood of Chrift
only, as by the fhedding of his blood he obtained power to
juftify them; and it is fo far from being granted on the
ground of his righteoufnefs a/one, thatit is much more pro-
perly the reward of their own righteoufnefs than of uis; as
we fhall juft now fee. Indeed our final deliverance from
the guilt and punifthment of fin, in our laft and complete
juftification, is 2 matter whichis not the effet of the death
of Chrift, or his work at all, further and otherwife than as
it is accomplifhed by the operation of that mighty power
which God hath gracioufly given him.

D. The remiflion of fins is more difficult, than to cure

/
nefs, our reward is juflification and eternal life (b). Our final deli-
verance from the guilt and punifbment of fin, is a work to be effeted
only by the operation of that mighty power which God hath given
to our Lord Jefus Chrilt”” (7).

D). Whether is it eafier to fay—¢ in its own nature the remif-
fion of fins is the mof difficult of the tawo; being of a higher order
than any thing natural; but the laft is more obvious to htiman fenfe.
Which is eafier, to fee the heart, and to know that a perfon is awor-
thy of forgivenefs, or to work a miracle” {é]? But that ye may
know —~¢ a divine power even on earth to forgive fins; to diftin-
guifh from that which is more complete, which God hath referved for
another aorld, M. x. 22, . xii. 13. Homi. 6. 14, vie 2. Pl
20. 1 C. xv. 14, &”’ (/). That whofoever believeth on him {hould
not perifh—¢ under the guilt of their paff fins,” but have eternal
life—s¢¢ the fure hope of eternal life” (m).

ContrasT. Therefore being juflified by faith, we bave peace
with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrit. By whom, alfo, we
have accefs, by faith, into this grace wherein we fland, and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God (2). By graceare ye faved (). Who
hath faved us, and called us with an holy calling (¢). Though
your fins be as fcarlet, they fhall be white as fnow; though they
be red like crimfon, they fhall be as wool(d). I, even I, am he
that blotteth out thy tranfgreffions, for mine own fake; and will
not remember thy fins(e). He hath not bebeld iniquity m Jacob;

(5) 480. (i) 323.~—=D. (£) 96. 1. () 97. 2. (m) 67. Sec following
Articles. ;

CoNTR. (a) R.v. 1,2. ()E.ii.5—8. (¢)2T.i 9. Tiiil.5. (d)IF
1,18, (e) If. xliii. 35. xliv, 22. H. viii. 12. Pf ciii. 1—4. C. u. 13-

L
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the fick of the paify by a word {peaking; for it is ealier to
" work a miracle than to fie the beart. It is either full and
complete, or partial and incomplete. ‘The latter only is
granted to men mow, and the only remiflion that was com-
petent to_Jefus Chrift, while on earth, to beftow. The
Jormer is referved by God for another world. And that
partial remiflion is not an aét of the abfolutely free and fo-
vereign grace of God, implying fecurity to the perfon againft
perifhing under the guilt of any fin, but, always proceeds
on human worth, is never beftowed but on thofe whom
Chrift fees to poflefs the requifite merit, and conveys a fecu-
rity againit perithing under the guilt of paft fins only.

neither hath he feen perverfenefs in Ifrael (f). The iniquity of
Ifrael fhall be fought for, and there fthall be none; and the fins of
Judah, and they /ball not be found: for I will pardon them (g).
There is, therefore, nozw o coNpEMNATION to them that are in
Chrift Jefus—Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of God’s eleét?
It is God that juflifieth; who is he that condemneth? It is Chrift
that died (5). With everlafling kindnefs will I have mercy upon
thee—fo have I sworw, that I will not be awroth wwith thee, nor
rebuke thee (1). Being xow juffified by his blood, we fhall be faved
from wrath, through him (£). Being ju gftd Sreely by his grace,
through the redemption that is in Jefus Chrilt: whom God hath fet
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood (1). Surely, fhall
one fay, in the Lorp have I righteoufnefs, In the Lorp fhall all
the feed of Ifrael be juflified ( m). Knowing that a man is not jue
ftified by the aworks of the law, but by the faith of Chrift—for by
the works of the law fhall no flefh be juftified (). Who can for-
give fins, but Gop enly (0)? Jesus faid, thy fins be forgiven thee
~—that ye may know the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive
fins (p). Lord remember me, when thou comeit to thy kingdom
— Jefus faid unto him, verily I fay unto thee, fo-day fhalt thou be
with me in paradife (¢).

Thole whom God effectually calleth, he alfo freely juflificth: not
by infufing righteoufnefs into them, but by pardoning their fins,
and by accounting and accepting of them as righteous; not for any

(f) N.xxiv. 25, (g) Jr:1. 20, (4) R.viiis 1. 33, 24, (i) If. Liv. g, fo,
See R. v. 16.18. 19, If. liii. 11. () R.v. 9. (N R.iii, 24,25. (m) If}
xlv. 23, 24.  (#) G.ii. 16. 21. R.ui, 20. Pf, exhii. 2. G.iii. 10,11, How
much this 1s nf;‘-’ruw, fee R. v, 1. 1ii. 24. comp. Ti. ii. 7. I, xhii. 25, E. 1.
7. Ezk. xxxvi. 25. 32. If. xlviii. 9. (o) M.ii. g, comp. If. 4, 18. Mi. vii. 18
19. Pf, exxx. 4. and then fee Jr. xvii. g, 10. 1K. viii. 39. () M.ix, 2.6.
(¢) L. xxiil. 43. Sece on Art. LIV, ' '
U 2

[
|






B ]

whatever, not excepting that of his own Son, being more
precious than the blood of Chriff himfelf. It is this obedience
alone, therefore, that recommends us to,the friendthip of
God, and to gracious communion with him. It is #his that
carries on and completes our moral perfection, and indeed the
en1Ly thing that can conduce to it,and to our fupreme hap-
pinefs. It certainly gains inward peace and comfort now, and
will deliver our fouls in the day of the Lord, As there never
was any thing but fin unrepented of, that {tood between men
and the richeft tokens of God’s favour, {o he waited only for
their amendment to receive them into his bofom; and this he

has often done, as the effe& of mere goodnefs and wncove-
nanted mercy. Having determined, from the beginning, to
accept of repentance and fincere obedience, inftead of finlefs
perfetion, all are affured of accefs to the favour of their
common Parent, who do not exclude themfelves from it b

their obftinacy and impenitence. With a faithful endeavour

his rational creatures ( f). Obedience is MORE PRECIOUS THAN
THE BLooD OF CurisT HIMSELF (g). All are inftruéted what it
is (viz. perfonal righteoufnefs ) that will recommend them to the favour
of God, and what they muft afpire after to have communion’ with
him (4).—to the performance of good werks, ewbherchy, under the
blefling of heaven, our moral perfection is carried on and completed
(i)- Itis obedience and fubmiflion to the will of God, which cax
ALONE canduce to our moral perfedion, and our fupreme happinefs (k).
He hath put it in our power, by the pradice of righteoufuefs, to he
happy ourfelves, and blefling to others—certainly to gain inward
peace and comfort in every fituation here below, and—u# fupra—(/).
There was nothing but fin—~ut fupra—Even in their impenitent
ftate he pitied and fought them, and he waited—ut fupra—~This
was the efféi? of mere goodnefs, and often of uncovenanted mercy (m).
This fupreme Lawgiver determined—u# fupra (n). Men of eve

country and kindred under heaven were aflured—u# fupra (0). Do
but fincerely repent, and you fhall find the arms of his mercy open
to receive you (p)—a faithful endeavour to fullil his law —avith it,
though —ut fupra (g). Of which (happinefs) they fhould, in due
time, be put in actual pofleflion, if they fought it by fincere repen-
tance, and a patient continuance in wrf.’-;fa.fﬂg, though attended with
imperfections (r). The blood of Chrift, though thed for us all,
cannot benefit any, but thofe who are fprinkﬁd with it, awhich

(f) 269. (g) 499. () 290. (i) 465. (4)249. (I) 291, (m) 346,
347 () 258 (o) 395. (p) 4093 (g) 253 () 240
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to fulfil his law; though we come fhort in many things, he
will gracioufly account and treat us as holy, umblameable,
and unreprovable in his fight. It may be admitted,if it thould
be infifted on, for the fake of found, and to pleafe faftidi-
ous minds, that thefe things are benefits of the blood of
Chrift ; but always in the fenfe before explained *, 4nd con-
fiftent with what is now advanced. To fay the truth, it is
difficult to conceive how thofe benefits thould flow from this
~bleod in any fenfe; fince, as it profits none, unlefs they are
fprinkled with it, fo that fprinkling is the fruit not only of
faith, but of gofpel obedience. Faith, repentance, and gofpel
obedience are abfolutely neceflfary to give us admiffion to fel-
lowfhip with the Son of God; and as we cannot be privi.
leged with that communion till all thefe things are perfor-
med, one fhould think the advantage of it cannot be great;
at leaft, till we are launched into eternity; and that it muit
be, not to his righteoufnefs and blood, but to his laws alone,

we are to look for our happinefs.

is only the fruit of faith and gofpel obedience (s). Faith—ut fupra
(¢)- His laws (i. e. thofe of the gofpel, as diltinct from its inffruc-
sions, promifes, &c. &c.) point out the unerring road to true happi-

nefi (u). . |
D. Thy faith hagj* fived thie'et Thy faith, exercifad’ in fuch
ftedfaft manner, hath moft completely faved thee—brought you - ut
Sfupra—L. viii. 47, 48. M. v. 34 (v). And he was angry—¢ It
is not natural for the truly good—ut fupra—What follows doth
prove that there is no juft caufe for any fuch thing, Comp. A. xiii,
2, &c. 1 Th.ii. 16” (w). The publicans go into the kingdom
of God before YOU =t 453; repentance and fafrﬁ (x). In vain do we
look for acceptance through the rigour of law, and Aumble con-
Jefion—ut fupra” (y). Seek firlt - < and his righteoulnefs enjoined
therein, (i. e. the gofpel). The obedience due to divine lavs, as prepa-
rative for heaven (z). Bring forth the beft robe=—¢ comp. M,
xxii. 11. This, fpiritualized, may lignify a grateful obedient life, in
all time coming, Rw. vi. 11. vii. 13, 14. xix. 8, (a). I am the
way “ by my example;”  the truth, ¢ by repeated promife;” and the
life, « by an endlefs reward: or your example in the true way to end-
lef: life -~ Reaward is, in [cripture, often applied to much more than
any onc hasa right fa. See M. v. 12. 46. vi. 1. comp, L. vi. 317 (4).

* Article XLIL .
s} 354 (8277, (w) 5§07 (%) P. 156.20. (w)316.13. () 367.
E_y} Fa. Wo, 205, (z) 319. II. () 315.19. (%) 425. 13.
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D. It is hard to fettle the precife terms of our acceptance
with God. It is either faith or repentance, or repentance
and faith conjoined, or humble confeflion, that entitles us
immediately to his favour; but it is not eafly to determine
which of them has greateft influence, or whether all of them
have not equal effet, as uniting their powers in one joint
caufe. For as faith, confidered as our alt, completely {aves
us, or brings us into a ftate of falvation and acceptance with
God, fo it is not natura! for the good to complain of others
being received into favour by repentance,nor is there any juft
caufe of fuch a complaint. And yet again, as publicans go
by faith and repentance into the kingdom of God, fo humble
confeffion, with a view to pardon, is AL L we have to depend on.
—DBut one thing is certain, that the righteoufnefs of God,
which we are commanded to feek in the firft place, is not
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, but the righteoufnefs enjoin-
ed in the gofpel, confifting in our own obedience to the law;

ContrasT. (a) Whereby are given to us, exceeding great and
precious promifes (4). .Tb“\g’rgmife-—ma not through the lazv, but
through the righteoufnefs of fairb—therefore it is of faith, that it
might be by grace, to the end the promife might be fure to all the
feed (¢).—1I will haye mercy upon her that had not obtained
mercy; and 1 will fay to them which were not my people, thou art
my Peaibfe; and t]'lfy fhall fa}", thou art my God (aﬁf] How fhall 1
put tiiee among the children?—And I faid, thou fhalt call me Fa-
ther, and fhalt not turn away from me (¢).—If his children forfake
my law, &c.—neverthelefs, my loving kindnefs will T not utterly
take from him ( f').—To the praife of the glory of his grace
wHEREIN he hath made us accerTED IN THE BELOVED (g).
Therefore being juftified by faith we have - peace with God,
THROUGH 6UR Lorp Jesus Curist—we allo joy in God, through
our Lord Jefus Chriff, by waom we have now received the atone-
ment (5).  Through niym we both have accefs by one Spirit to the
Father (/). I am the way—no man cometh to the Father but by

CoxTr. (2) Seeon Articles LLLIV. () 2P.1. 4. (¢)R.iv. 13—16,
G. i1i. 18, H.ix.®§. I J.ii.25. comp. v. 10, 11. 2 C.i.30. Ti i 2.
() Ho.ii. 23. R.ix. 15, 16. 25,26, (e) Jr.iii. 19, 20. G. iii. 26, iv. 4, s.
J-i.12. 1 J.iii. 1—3. E.i 4. (f) PfIxxxix. 30—34. comp. 2 §. vii.
X4, 15. J.xiii 1. R.viii. 35—39. Ho. ii. 19, 20. See If. xlviii. 8,9. (g¢) E.
1.6, 7. (&) R.v. 1—11. If. xxvii. 5,comp. R.i. 16. 1C. i. 24. E. ii. 13—
17. See alfo, IL. lxiv, 6, P. iii. 6=~10. 1, 6, If, xlii. 1=3. 21. (i} E. ii. 18,
11, I2.
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even as the beff vole put on the prodigal fon, fpiritualized, |
fignifies a grateful and obedient life.  Thisis the white robes, |
given to the fouls under the altar, with which the innumer-
able company before the throne are adorned, and the finz
linen with which the Lamb’s wife is arrayed. For Jefus
Chrift is our 7way to God’s favour now, and to heaven at
length, only by his example; the life only by conferring an
endlefs reward of our own integrity: Or, if you chule it
otherwife exprefled, 'he is the way, the truth, and the life,
as he is our EXAMPLE in the true way to endlefs life. This,
indeed, makes our acceptance and eternal felicity a reward
of debt; but they are of grace too; becaufe more than w
have a ftrict and full right to. '

]

N P S, . T .

Of SANCTIFICATION.

ArTicLe LVII. M. Freedom from the depravity of
fin, or fanctification, does not flow from the death of Chrift,
as any real meritorious caufe; nor is it accomplifhed by his
. Spirit and grace alone, applying that death, and rendering

ME (£). We are the circumcifion that worfhip God in Spirit, and
rejoice in Curist Jesus, and have no confidence in the fle 1&{) Come
unto Mk, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
reft (m).—even Jesus which delivered us from the wrath to come
En). Through faith he kept the paflover and fprinkling of blood
). 'That the Gentiles fhould be fellow-heirs, and of the fame

body, and partakers of his promife 18 CurisT, by the gofpel ().

All thofe that are jultified, God vouchfafeth, in and for bis only
Son Fefus Chrift, to make partakers of the grace of adoption; by
which they have accefs to the throne of grace with boldnefs, are
enabled to cry Abba, Father, are chaftened by him as a father, yet -
never cafl off, but fealed to the day of redemption, and inherit the
promifes, gs heirs of everlalting falvation (¢). )

ILrustraTion. M. ¢ It is proper to begin with the latter |
(i. e. pardon J—becaufe from thence may be drawn a powerful mo-
tive to excite osr zeal and induftry for accomplifbing the former

(#) J. xiv. 6. H. x. 19=—22., (/) P.iii. 3. 1 J.i. 5—7. 1 P. ii.s.*P. iv. 18,
() M. xi. 28. If. xxxii. 3. J.xiv. 27. 2 C.i. 5. P.iv. 7. (») 1 Th.i. 10,
1 C. iii. 11. H.ii. 3. x. 26—31. (o) H. xi. 29. 1 C. v. 7, 8. If. xlvi. 12.
lv. 1=5. E. jii. 13. H.iv. 3. (p) E.1ii. 6. 2 T.i. 10, E. 1. 13. R. x. I4,15.
comp. M. vi. 33. with R. i.17. P.iii. 9. R.iii. 20,21,  (g) Conf. xik
L.C. Q. 74. Scc Conf. and Cat, on preceding Articles.

|
|
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inflituted means effetual.  In its commencement and pro-
arefs, it partly depends on ourfelves; fo far, indeed, that if
our cares and labours are not joined with thofe of the Re-
deemer, as c-ordinate caufes, it will never be accomplifhed.
As we can, agreeably to what has been taught abour man’s
moral ability and freedom of will*, with a very little afli-
ftance, repent and believe the golpel, put off the old man,
and put on the new, and do fuch other things as are requi-
fite towards cur fandlification, all the effect of Chriff's death
this way is, like the power of the gofpelt, of arational and

(i . deliverance' from the depravity of fin) which depends partly
upon ourfelves (a). In the other (deliverance from the depravity of
fin) it is neceffarry that our endeavours concur with the grace of Hea-
ven, and that eur cares and labours be joined with thofe of the Re-
deemer, otheravife it awill never be accomplifbed (£). We can repent
~ut fupra—without which, it would have been in vain to com-
mand them ::L. It fhall, therefore, be my endeavour (“on the man-
ner in which the death of Chrift removes the depravity of fin) to
point out the various motives and arguments, which this difpenfation
yields to confirm our faith, conciliate our love, perfuade us to repent and
turn to God, to excite us to the pradice of all holinefs and righteouf-
néfs (d). Section 2d, Chnift’s death a motive 19 love.—The fuiler-
ings of our divine Redeemer tend to conciliate and fIrengtiion our
love (). Settion 3d, Chrift’s death an argument to repentance. We
thould next fhew the ¢fficacy thereof four Saviour’s death ) as an ar-
gument to perfuade finners to repent.—Our fubjett requires us to
treat of this motive more direéily by itfelf, as we fhall afterwards
do fome other matives to piety and virtue, drawn from the fme
Jource (f )-  Seétion ath, Chrift’s death an incitement to proficiency
in wiriue—to inquire what force this fame event, rightly confidered,
has to excite us to the performance of good works ( z)- DBy the
death of the crofs, in confirmation of the new covenant, he—hath
furnithed vs alfo with the moft powerful arguments to abftain from
fin for the futare (A). Tt was the defign of Ged, and of our Lord
Jefus Chrilt; to fave us: from the former (7. e. the reigning powver of
Sin) by bringing us to true repentance, or perfuading to forfake—ut fu-
pra—(i). Our very knowledye of the gofpel, and of all the noble
inflruétions and motives it propofes, in order to reform and fandify us,
ory in other awords, our REDEMPTION from the ignorance and vanity

*Art. LELII. ' Art. LIIL :

Trews, M. (a) P.233. (8) 231. () 231. (d) 368. (¢) 391. (f) 441‘
2} 465. () 505. (i) 230.
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ative, and immartal principle, it may die TJ? the fame mean.
Even the righteoufnefs of Chrift cannot fecure the flability
of any for a fingle moment, but on condition of their contes
nued watchfulne/s and fidelity; fo that if the latter be fu-
frended for the fhorteft time, they lofe all the advantage of
the former. Not only npen apoftacy from the profellion of
the truth, but every avilful fin, under that profefion, ren-
dérs the facrifice of Chrift guite unprofitable to us, as much
or more, than if we had never been partakers of its benefit.
Peter fell from the number of Chrift’s friends, and needed
to be reftored to his favour; fo may any other alfo by their
lapfes: nothing being left to regain the favour of Ged, but
the fame courfe of penitence, which he was obliged to pur-
fue. Hence, whatever be faid about God’s gracious covenant,
or the manner of ratifying it, there is much reafonable caufe

ly tables of the beart (b). This is the covenant I will make with
the houfe of Ifvael—I avill put my laws into their mind, and write
them in their bearts (i). :

They who are effectually called and regenerated, having a new
beart and a neww [pirtt CREATED in them, are farther fanétified, real-
ly and perfonally through the virtue of Chriff’s death and refurreiion,
by his word and Spirit dawelling in them (£). Santification is a
work of Gopn’s Grack, whereby they, whom God hath before the
foundation of the world chofen to be holy, are, in time, through the
powerful operation of his SeiriT, applying the death and refurredion
of Chriff unto them, reneaved in the whole man after the image of
God, having the seeps of repentance, and all other faving graces,
put into their hearts; and thofe graces fo flirred up, increafed, and
frengthened, as that they more and more die to fin, and rife unto
newnefs of life (/).

IvvesTraTion. M. (a) * The faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift
is in itfelf—ut fupra—It makes Chrilt live in us, and us in him;
nor can it be ever wanting to us, or die in us, awithout our vawn
fault (8).— The holinefs and righteoufnefs of Chrift can fecure the
ftability of the rightenus, ONLY on condition of their continued awateh-
Sulnefs and fidelity ( ¢). By apoftacy from, or finning under the pro-
Seffion of ity (the truth ) we render the facrifice of Chrifl unprofitabls to

(k) 2 C.iik 3. (1) H.viii. 10. Ezk, xxxvi. 25—27. See feriptures on
Art. L. LL LIL  (#) Conf. xiii. 1. 3. (/) L. C. Q. 75. 77. 5. C. Q. 15.
See alfo Conf.Cat. on Art. L. Li. Liii. and confider carefully L. C. O.
73. with feriptures fubjoined. i b5
Iivus, (a) See Wuits, Art. LL parti. lecter £ (£} 389. (¢) 282,
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but the former is the reward of the latter : and though they
fhall never perith by any enemy, while they abide in their
fimplicity and teachablenefs, they may relinquifh thefe good
difpofitions, and confequently perifh for ever. It is certain,

in fact, that Chriftians, partakers of #rue faith, and chofen,
in the manner formerly reprefented, to exceeding high pri-
vileges, have been fometimes drawn away altogether from
that very faith, even by fondnefs for a fplendid ritual and a
temporal kingdom, and fo have furfﬂted and loft all than'

privileges.

None of them is I-::-ﬁ—" from my ferwvice, and fﬂwr oavn good, but the
miferable fou of perdition® (m).

Coxtrast. The righteous fball bold on his way: and he that,
hath ciean hands ﬁaﬁ' wan fronger and flronger {.rr). I give unto
them eternal life, and they fball never perifh ;. n.ﬁt.'hcr Shall axx pluck
them out of m¥ band (&), who are kept, (as in a garvifon,) b}r the
power of Gop, through faith #o fafﬂarwu&'}u—whn, concerning the
truth have erred—and overthrow the faith of fome. Newerthelefs,
the foundation of God ftandeth fure, having this feal, the Lord
knoweth them'that are his (¢). The Lorp is Faifthful, awla fball
Slablifb you, and keep you from evil (e.) Whofoever is born of God,
doth not commit fin; for his feed remaineth in bim; and he cannot fin,
becaufe he is born of God ( /). Satan hath dnfired fo: have YOl
but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not (g), inforauch
that, 1® 1T WERE POSSIBLE, they fhall de::erw: the very eleét (4).
It is not the aill of your Father winch is in heaven, that ane of thefe
little ones fhould perifh (& (h)

They whom God hat acceptc{i in hla belnved:, effc&ua]ly called
and fanctified by his Spirit, can neither totally nor finally full away
from the ftate of grace, but fball certainly perfevere therein to the
end. The perfeverance of the faints depends not on their sawn free
awill, but upon the immutability of the decree of ele@ion, flowing
from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father, upon the
eﬂicac}r of the merit and intereeflion of Chrift, the ahldmg of the
Spirit and of the {zed of Geod within them, and the nature of the

(m) 442. I'9. comp. with Art. XXV. and its illuftrration.
Coxri. (a) Jb. xvii. 9. PL xcii. 12, Pr. xxiv. 16. If. xxxv. 8—r0. Pf.
Ixxxiv. 4=—7. Mi. vii, 8—10. (6) J. x. 28,29, () 1 P. i 5. Pf. cxxi.
1-—3 J. wi. 39, 40. 54. {n’}z—T . 18, 19 {r}z']h i 3. (f)1 -J-
iit. 9. Sec] xiv. 16. 1 J. i1, 29, Jr xxxii 40. R. vit. 35—39. P.i. 6. H.
:I Y. Xi T§. XHH. T2, 20, 41, g"' L Txil 3T, 32. comp. Pi xxi. 2. J.
xi. 42. () M. xxyiii. 34. M. 7iii. (i) M. xviii. T4
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never deals properly with the Perfon of Chrift, but always
and only with his dotrine and laws. It is in every man’s
power when he pleafes, and is never awanting, but from
moral indifference about its object, or dcep-r?nted national
prejudices; and, even in this cafe, it is not 1mPnﬂ1hle for
natural men to acquire it, but only fomewhat difficult. It
may be of a right kind, and, in a meafure, duly exercifed,
when not accompanied with any grateful emotions for bene-
fits received from God, nor any difpofition to glorify him
under the receipt of them 3 nay, in a perfon, who is not only
unacquainted with the fpiritual nature of divine worthip, but
grofsly ignorant of the proper objedt of it, and is living
without @ny fuitable remorfe in a courfe of uncleannefs. It
is a caufe of falvation, as much as unbelief is caufe of condem-
nation, and the juflice of God is equally concerned in both.

—<¢¢ explaining yet farther the canfes of falvation and condemnation,
~and the juflice of both” (£). And being aflembled together—
« when they lecame now believers, by the qumm.{;- of all their diffe-
rent fenfes” (I). While ye have light, believe in the light —¢¢ of this
my heavenly doctrine. Such duty arter Chrilt’s reflurreétion would
be more difficult to the Fezws” (m). Mafter, we faw one—¢ The
perfon here fpoken of might neither be a rirm Jeliever, nor yet a-
verfe to true faith’ (n). Except ye fee figns—¢< His faith (the
nobleman’s ) though imperfeét, was confiderable. Many eye-witnef-
fes there were, who did not Jelieve at all.  He might, in his own
mind, relolve to be determined by the event of his application” (o).
The woman, knowing what was done in her, &c.—* her only crime

was EXCESS of faith and truf?, both pleafing to Chrift” (p).

ContrasT. According to the courfe of this world, according—
to the fpint that now worketh in the children of difobedience (or
unbelicf, or imperfuafion ) among whom allo zve had our converfation
in time palt (). God hath concluded them all in unbelief (8), Ye
are faved by grace, through faith, and that not of yourfelves; it is
the gift of Gop (¢). Ye are rifen wit hhim, through faith of the ope-
ration of Gop (d), to them that have obtained like precious faith
with us, through the righteoufuefs of God, and of Fefus Chrift our
Lord (). And what is the EXCEEDING GREATNESS of bis power

:(;:}165. 16. 19. (/) 507. (m) 359- 14.  (n) 241. 3. (o) 59. 7. ()
Coxtr. (a) E.ii.2,3. (&) R, xi. 32. L. xviii. &, [::} Bji. 2. ()
C.ii.22. ()23 P.i 1.
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Of REPENTANCE.
ArricLe LX. M. God hath no where engaged to be-

ftow upon us repentance, as a benefit of the new covenanty
for which we mull be indebted to his fovereign free grace
alone ; but only requires it of us as a dury, leaving the per-
formance thercof to our-own difcretion and ability. If we
could once come by it, however, all things would be well.
JFor, as there was never any thing but fin unrepented of, that
ftood between men and the richeft tokens of his love, fo he
hath obliged himfelf, for our comfort, to extend all needed
mercy to the penitent, or aflured them of his placability:
RerenTaNcE! This is the only radical cure of our mifery,
and the only effectual methsd to prevent our final condemna-
tion: But 11 does its work to purpofe. It appeafes the
wrath of God, and makes him delight to grant pardon. It

Itustration. M. (a) ¢ God, for our comfort, hath gra-
cioufly obliged himfelf to extend merey to the pemifent, by an ex-
prefs and perpetual covenant (#). Mark what he hath done in the
gofpel difpenfation to affure finful men of his placability to them that
vepent { ¢ ).—For bringing them to repentance, this being the enly ra-
dical cure—ut fupra (d). Juftice does not require them, (the fe-
verity, wrath and vengeance of God) to be exercifed, when the fin-
ner repents. J[n that cafe his JUSTICE 15 PACIFIED, and he de-
lights to grant pardon and forgivenefs (¢). Guilt is naturally at-
tended with jealoufies and fears, which even the deepeit repentance
oft-times is not able to appeafe.—But God, in his goodnefs hath ufed
every precaution to invite and encourage the repentance of finners,
and to make them fly to it as THEIR HAVEN oF REST (f). The
reafon why repentance, or a broken and contrite heart is {o accept-
able to God, is becanfe it is the proper—ut fupra—of virtue in ge-
neral (g)—To perfuade thofe who are yet in their fins, to confider
their ways and fave themfelves—ut fupra (h)—to correét our faults
with—ut fupra (i). Had not Judas—ui fupra—it wanted neither
{orrow, confeffion, nor reflitution (£). . *

Contrast. 1 will take away the ftony heart out of your flefh,
and awill give yoy a heart of flefb—then fhall ye remember your own

ILius. (a) See Hlus. Art. V. XXI. comp. Art. L. LI. and LVI. parti-
cularly letters m. n.  (4) 347. (<) 453. () 268, ' (c) q01. (f) 348.
(&) 347 (8) 402. (i) 517. (#)96.
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is the reff of our fouls again(t the jealoufies and fears, which
naturally attend the guilt of fin. It is the proper and pogver-
ful corvective of the vices that occalioned ity and prepares the
heart for the reception and culture of every virtue. What
thall we fay? It is our very falvation: for men, who are
yet in their fins, may fave themifelves by a timely repentance;
and God correéts us with a fatherly hand in this life, that
by a timely repentance we may be faved from the more dread-
ful miferies of a future condemnation. And if any want
to know what this repentance, which is a finners all in all,
i3, he may fee it in Fudas, only with the exception of one in-
gredient. For had not Judas given up his hope in God, he
might, like Peter, have been pardoned and reflored 1o fovour.
Excepting this, his repentance had every requifite qualifica-
tion : It wanted neither forrow of a right kind, nor fuitable
confeflion, nor proper reftitution.

Of the Liaw of God in general, IN 1T PRESENT STATE,
: and as given EF Mosks.
ArTicrLeE LXI. M. The law of God never appeared

evil ways—and fhall lothe yourfelves in your own fight for your
iniquities. Not for your fakes do 1 this, faith the Lord (a).

Repentance unto life is an evangelical grace—By it a finner, out of a
fight and fenfe of his fin, not only of the danger, but alfo of the
filthinefs and odioufnefs of his fins, as contrary to the holy nature
and righteous law of God, and upon an apprebenfion of his mercy 15
Curisty—{o grieves for, and hates his {ins, as to turn from them
all to God; propofing and endeavouring to walk with him in all
the ways of his commandments.— Repentance is #of to be RESTED
in, @s any SATISFACTION for fin, or any caufe thereof; which is an
act of Gop’s FREE GRACE 1IN CHrist (&),

. Coxtr. (a) Ezk. xxxvi. 26. 31, 32. xvi. 60—68. Zc. xii. 10, Ezk. vii.
6. A.v. 31. Seeon Articles XXXIX—XLVIL igclufive, with Art L1V,
1.V, LVI, where we will find the Scriptures uniformly teaching, that the
things here aferibed to repentance are to be had in Jrsvs CurisT ALONE;
and then the reader fhall not be able to reftrain his aftonifhment and in-
dignation at the Dotor’s infolence, in exalting a poor imperfect exercife
of our minds into the throne of the GrReaT Gop our Saviovr. Compare,
too, Judas’ repentance with that which is truly evangelical, as reprefent-
cd in the Scriptures above quoted, in 2 C. vii. g—11. and in David’s pe-
nitential Pfalms, particularly PL xxxii. li, and obferve whether, evenin
the things fuggefted by the Effayiff, they be not totall different. Con-
fult alfo D. ix, 3—19. Nm. ix. 5. to the end. (&) Conf. xv. 1, 2, 3. L. C.

Q. 76. 5. C. Q. 89.
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in fuch purity and perfection, as it does in the gofpel of kus
grace: and yet it is {o impure and imperfeé? as that, confift-
ently with its honour, he can and does make, what we may
call, all equitable allowances, not only for involuntary fraif=
ties and imperfeétions, but alfo for every infirmity and imper-
Sfection, confiflent with a prevailing habit of virtue; or with
ftronger principles of religion and morality on the awbhole,
than of irreligion and immorality—without exhibiting any
charge of guilt, as a ground of his difpleafure and contend-

ILustraTion. M. ¢« God’s law never —ut fupra (a). He
being willing o overlook involuntary frailties and fmaller blemifbes
—1n this way e are taught to hope for falvation by the gofpel (2)-
The {fupreme lawgiver determined from the beginning—to make
allowance for human error and imperfedion—"THis WAS ALWAYS
Gop’s mETHOD oF faving men, though the gofpel alone hath clear-
ly revealed it (¢). In the end we may, for the fame reafon, aflure
ourfelves of all equitable allozvances being made for our involuntary
Jfrailties and imperfections (d). He freely remitted all fins to every
penitent believer, and gave aflurance of the like remiffion of all fu-
ture fins, upon repentance fincerely renewed, fogether with alloww-
ance for every infirmity and imperfection confiflent awith a prevailing
babit of wirtue (¢). 'The law of Mofes was a temporal conflitution,
adapted to the ufe of a fingle nation, of which God himfelf conde-
{fcended to be King, and in that capacity preferibed rules for the
method and order of their civil government, as well as for form-
ing their morals, and directing them in the offices of rehgion.
But omitting the civil and moral part of that law, &ec. (f) God
fent his Son for the redemption of all men, Gentiles as well as Jews,
who were all in a fenfe under the law, before the coming of Chriit,
there being then no other way of admiffion—ut fupra—of that law
} g). Howbeit, when ye knew not God, &e. G. iv. 8, g. which

eems to imply, that he underftood them, though Gentiles, to have
been in bondage to thefe elements before their converfion, while
there was no way opened to the kingdom of God, &e. (4).

ConTrasT. Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God, &e. This is
the firlt and great commandment. Aud the fecond is like to it,
thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. On thefe two command-

Irros. M. (a) P.253. (&) 238. (¢) 251, 252. (d) 520. (e) 103
(f) 336. (g) 356, 357. Thus he comments on G. iv. §, 6, (4) 339-
S0 he explains the law and its curfe mentioned G. iii. 13, P, 357, See
on Art, V. XIX. XXI. XXVII, '
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Of the Ex T E N T of the Precepts of the Law, and of the
Influence of SATAN on the Sins of Men.

ArTicLE LXIL D. There have been, and (till may be,
ordinary men in this world of fo perfect a character, as to
have no degree of guile, and, by a parity of reafon, no degree
of other bad difpofitions and tempers. The rifings of the
heart, or the firft motions of it to evil, are not fin. For in-
ftance, whatever luftings be in a man’s heart towards a mar-
ried woman, if he does not look on her with a defign to
luft after her, and give full and wnrefirained feops to.evil
thoughts and intentions, he hath not committed adultery
with her in his heart.—In like manner, all anger againit o-
thers, even without a caufe, is innscent in itfelf, and in its firft
motions perhaps not to be reftrained. Nay, if the caufe

InrusTraTion. 2. Behold an Ifraelite indeed —¢ in whom is no
degree of guile” (a). Whofo looketh on a woman—¢ a married wo-
man, with a defign to luflt after her” hath—< by fuch loofe indulgence,”
sommitted, &c. ““Gr.in order todefire her. Hereby denoting full and
anreflrained feope of evil thoughts and intentions,comp. 2 P.ii. 10. 14"
(#). Wholo is angry with his brother without a caufe-—¢ and per.
S1STS IN it, aithout a clear gnd adequate caufe,” fhall be in danger of
the judgment.” _Anuger is innocent in itfelf—ut fupro” }5]. But the
things that come out—*¢ awith the confent of bis awill”” —thefe are
they that defile a man, ¢ Of this fort are evil difcourfes, falfe
teltimonies, &c”” (). DBut thefe things which proceed out of the
mouth——* and are confented to by the will”—come forth from the
heart—¢¢ jirfl”’—and thefe things—¢ indeed ”’—defile a man (¢).
Shall gather all things that offend — « &y caufing others to fall”’ —
and thofe that do iniquity—% awith confcience of it > —and fhall caft
them, &c ( f). ¢ In the different punifhments, there is an allufion
to the different Jewifh tribunals, with their feveral powers to be
fevere.  Difpofitions and habits are all along underltood by Chrift,
and not fingle alls” (g). Tor by thy words—¢ the tenor of thy
words, even were adions awanting, if found true and right before
(God”—thou {halt be juftified (5). Then entered Satan—<¢ The
devil muf firfl be prrpm*frfhﬁr. oce J. xii, 6. E.ii. 2. J. xiii, 2. 2.
A. v. 37 (i), 'The devil having now ‘put it, &c.—*¢ jn ,{,;m&@y 1ok
bas no fuch powery unlefs prepared for, by the indulgence of favourite
wice, M. xxvi. 21. L., xxii. 3+ 1 C. vii, 57 (£).

TLrve. (o) P, ¢8. (6) 129. 2. () 127.6, @) 2135. 13, (¢) 216
(f)Y135. Lg) 176, 1op (5) 161. 6, () 411. 1. (4) 414. 3.
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of anﬁfr be clear and adequate, as in the cafe of theft, rob-
bery, bodily violence, or any material injury to reputation,
though we perfift in anger ever {o long, we fin not: For it is
only he that is angry with his brother without a caufe,and per-
fifts in anger of that kind, that is in danger of the judgment.
Even the things that come from the heart in word or deed,
be they ever fo bad in themfelves, if they do not iflue with
the full confent of the will, do not defile a man. It is not
thofe who fin in ignorance, whatever be the nature of their
faults, but thofe who fin with confcioufnefs of their iniguity,
not thofe who give offence to their brethren in every kind,
but who /o offend as to caufe them to fall, that deferve to be
cail into hell. Indeed, fo very lax is the divine law, that it
is not fingle aéts'of fin of any kind, at leaft in flighting, re-

CoxTrAST. There is not a juft man on the earth, that doth
good, and finneth not ga]. Not as if I had already attained, either
were already perfed (6). If we fay we have no _fin, we deceive our-

Selves, and the truth is not in us (¢).—I had not known fin, but by

the /aaw; for I had not known /uf, except the law had faid, thou
fhalt not cowvet (or luft). But si~ taking occafion by the command-
ment awrought in me all manner of concupifeence. For avithout the
law, fin was dead.—Six taking occafion by the commandment, de-
ceived me, and by it flew me.—But sin, that it might appear sin,
working death in me by that which is good; that si, by the com-
mandment, might become EXCEEDING siNFUL (d). Every man
is tempted, when he is drawn away of hir own lufl, and enticed.—
Then when /uff hath conceived, it bringeth forth fin (c). Whofo-
ever looketh on a woman, fo luff after her, hath committed adultery
with her in his heart ( f').—Whofvever is angry with his brother,
avithout a caufe, thall be in danger of the judgment (g). Mortify,
therefore, your members — uncleannefs, inordinate affeéion, and evil
goncupifeence ().  Let adl litternefs, and awrath, and anger, be put
away from you (i).  But now yc have put off all thefe, anger, wrath,
malice (£). The frus of the Seir1T is—/long fuffering, gentlenefs ().
Thofe things which proceed out of the mouth, come forth from
the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed

Conrr. () Ec. vil. 20. (8) P.iii. r2—14. (¢) 1].1. 8. H. vii 26,
If. liii. 9. R.vii. 15, 18,19. I P, u. 22. (d) R: vii. 7—13. G.v. I7.
R. xiii. 14. (¢) L i. 14, 15. (f) M. v.28. 28.xi. 2. Jb.xxxi. 1. (g) M.
v.22. (8)C.i. 5. R.viii. 13. E.iv.22. (i) E.1v. 31. (#) C. 1. &.
(/) G. v. 1y, 20, 22. Pr.xiv, 17.29. xxix, 20, L.vi. 28, 29.

e o

L



barpsiad

viling, or calumniating a brother, but prevailing wicked dif~
pofitions and habits, that Jay men open to the righteous judg-
ment of God. And on the other hand, if our words be
found true and right, though correfpondent affions {hould
be awanting, we fhall be juftified. _

But whereas people, in order to excufe or extenuate their
own faults, are apt to blame the Devi/ more than he deferves,
it ought to be held as a principle, that he has no power, di-
rectly or indiredtly, to throw wicked thoughts of any kind
into the minds of men; or to tempt perfons by inciting,
inflaming, and drawing forth their corruptions. He hasno
influence at all in their fins, at leaft, no {uch influence as to
carry them into overt-a&ts of fin, unlefs he is firff prepared fory
by Ju’: indulgence of favourite vices.

evil thoughts, murders, &c (m).—Whom ye have taken, and with
avicked hands have crucified and flain (n). It is written, curfed is
every one that continueth not in ALL THINGS written in the book of
the law to do them (o). We know that the law is spiriTuAL (p).
This fanétification is throughout the whole man, yet imperfed in
this life: 'There abide ftill fome remnants of corruption in every
part (g). Noman is able, either of himfelf, or by any grace re-
ceived in this life, perfedily to keep the commandments of God,
but doth daily break them, in thought, word, and deed(r). The law
18 perfedt, and bindeth every one to full conformity in the awhole man
unto the righteoufnefs thereof, and unto entire obedience for ever;
{o as to require the utmoff perfection of every duty, and to forbid the
leaft degree of every fin. Itis fpiritual; and fo reacheth to the under-
Slanding, awill, affeilions, and all other powers of the foul, as well as
words, works, and geftures.—Under one fin or duty, all of the
fame kind are forbidden or commanded; together with a/l the cau-
[fzs, means, occafions, or appearances thereof, and provocations there-
unto S_s}. Every fin, both original and 'atual, being a tran{grel-
fion of the righteous law of God, and contrary thereto, doth, in
its own nature, bring guilt on the finner, whereby he is bound over

(m) M. xv. 18, 19. comp. R. vii. 14,15. 24. L. i. 14, 15. () A. i 23,
comp. 1C,ii, 8 A.iii.14.17. 1T.1i 13. 'Lv.iv. R.ix 31—33. x.2—2,
(¢) G.iii. 10. Lii. ro, 11. M. v. 21, 22.—1, ii. 14—18. If. xxix, 13. Ezk,
xxxiii. 21. PLIxxviii. 34— 37. (p)R. vii, 14, H.iv. 12. 1 C. xiv. a4, 25,
For Satan’s power, fee M. iv. 1—11. L, viii. 12. E.1v.27. vi. 11. Liv. 7,
1P.v. 8 Zc.iii. 1, 2. M.xvi, 23. 1 C. vii. 5. 2 C. 1i. T1. xi, 3. (¢) Cdnf.
xiii. 2. (r) L.C. Q. 149.77. 5. C. Q. 82. (s)L.C.Q.09.1,2.6. Ac-
cording to thefe rules, fee of ignoranee, L. C. Q. 105.  Anuger, Q. 115, 136.
Uncleannf, 139,147, 148.
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purpofe were conformable to his folemn declaration and
promife, at the time of his being entrufted with ofhicial
powers, though he fee caufe afterwards to change his mind,
and to employ all his talents and influence, in public and
private, for overturning the very foundations of the fociety,
he may and ought to retain his {tation, withall the hunc::urs
and emoluments belonging to it, as if he were the moft faith-
ful fervant of the public, and is at liberty to brand every per-
fon, who fhall complain of his difingenuity, treachery and
perfidy, and wifhes his degradation, with the infamy of a
low illiberal and perfecuting {pirit.

bly of this national church, and ratified by law in the year 1690~
And I do own the fame as the confeffion of my varru—which doc-
‘trine, worhip, and church-government, I am perfuaded are found-
ed upon the word of Gody and agrecable thereto.  And 1 do promife,
that, through the grace of God, I fthall firmly and conflantly adbere
to the fame, aid, to the utmoft of my power, fhall, in my ftation,
afferty maintain, and defend the faid dodtrine—And I promife, that

fhall follow no divifive courfe from the prefent eftablifiment in
this church: renouncing all dodrines, tenetsy and opinions awhatfoever,
contrary to, or inconfiftent with the faid doéirine, worfhip, difcipline,
and government of this church (a).

How far the Dodors have taught and acted agreeably to thefe
folemn declarations, vows and engagements, thofe who have read
their works with attention and knowledge, will judge. It appears
evidently, by what has been exhibited, in the preceding part of this
work, and in what follows. DBut, that they {uppofe they have ftill
a right, notwithftanding all this duplicity and treachery, to office
and benefice in the Eftablifhed Church, is plain from their prefent
fituation. One of them * does not deny, but feems to boaft of his de-
parture from the eftablifhed faith; holding that faith,as different from
his improved creed, to confift in ¢ points of theological controver(y
(&), foolifb, and unlearned queflions, and matters of doubtful difputa-
tion (¢), polemical divinity, or—queflions that minifler firife, rather than
godly edifying” (). He underftands the Confeffion of Faith, as in-
tended only # for fettling the quiet and peace of the church,—chicf-
ly as a fence againft Popery, and a teft of agreement in the fum and
Jubftance of the doérine of the reformed churches” (¢); though he
muft well know the church always meant a great deal more, as the

 Tirws. (a) Dundas’s Abridgement, P. 156. 196, 197. * Dr M<Gill
in the Appendix to his Revolution Sermon.  (6) P. 23. (c) 29. () 48.
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as a condition of their inveftiture; a man may lawfully de-
clare and promife, asrequired, while he really difbelieves the:
greatelt part of her creed, or many fundamental articles of
it, and purpofes, fo foon as he has entered into ofhce, 10~
ftead of recommending them, inftructing and confirming the
people in them, to employ his utmoit efforts to fubvert and
expofe them, and to introduce and eftablith a quite oppo-
fite fyftem. Or, if at the time of his recciving public truit,
his declaration and engagement were made in the fincerit

of his heart, though he afterwards finds himfelf obliged to
change his belief, and to deftroy, by all ways in his power,
particularly from pulpit and prefs, the things he formerly

faggot in fupport of orthodox fentiments,”” and fo “to light up again
the fires of Smithfield (7), as ready to go on a « crufade’ in the {pirit
and atter the example of the ¢« Popes of Rome;”” nay, and forming
a ¢ kind of a coalition between orthodoxy and Atheifm” (m). In
fhort, if any man wifhes to have a perfett fpecimen of the boafted
meeknefs, moderation and eharity of Socinian Dodors, who would
have all the world to canonize them for thefe and their kindred
virtues, let him perufe that notable Appendix. |

Conrtrast, Thou fhalt {fwear the Lord liveth, in truth, judgment,
and righteoufnefs (a). When thou voweft a vow unto God, defer
not to pay it: for he hath no pleafure in faols. Pay that which
thou haft vowed. Suffer not thy mouth to caufe thy flefh to fin:
neither fay thou before the Angel, it is error. Wherefore thould
God be angry at thy voice, and deftroy the work of thine hands (4)?
Men verily fwear by a greater: and an oath for confirmation is an
end of all fIrife (¢). DBeing filled with all unrighteouinefs, cove-
nant-breakers (d). Perilous times fhall come: for men fhall be 4 wce-
breakers (¢). Teed the flock of God—taking the ovérfight there-
of—not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind (£ ). It is required
of flewards, that a man be found faithful (g). Thou haft prefeficd
a good profefiion before many witnefles. I give thee charge in the
fight of God—and before Jefus Chrift —that thou Zeep this com-
mandment without fpot, unrebukable (4).  Hold fufl the form of
Jound awords, which thou haft Leard of me:—that good thing which
was committed to thee feep by the holy Ghoft (i). A Bithop muft

' . (£ 40,41 (m) 23.

CoNTR. (a) Jr. iv. 2. (6) Ec.v. 4. 6. Friax . Pf. xxiv. 4.
(¢) H. v. 16. U}{d} R.1. 31, (¢) 2 T. & 13. Ezk. xvit. 18—21. ¢, viii.
17. V. 4 LR () T ivea BT vl Ta
(i) 2. i. 13, 15. | 2 g
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Of CaurcH COMMUNION.

ArricLe LXIV. M. It is agreeable to the mind of
Chrift, and fully confiftent with the nature and ends of the
Chriftian churcl{, that her facred communion fhould be formed
of people, in public and private charater, of the moft dif-
ferent, nay, and gppofite fentiments, in the leading articles of
her faith and wor/bip: For example, of thofe who believe
and hold, that the Hovry Srir1T is a divine perfon, pofief-
fing real and proper Godhead ;—and thofe who believe and
hold, that he is only a divine attribute ox manifeftation : thofe
who are {ure that Jesus CurisT, though really man, by a
wonderful difpenfation of infinite wifdom and fovereign
love, is likewife the TRUE aND ETERNAL Gop, and that
religious homage done to him is founded in the infinite ex-

and, from the heart, fincerely, freely, clearly, and fully {peaking the
truth, and only the truth, in matters of judgment and juftice, and in
all other matters whatfoever. The fins forbidden in the ninth com-
mandment, are all prejudicing the truth——concealing the truth, and
undue filence in a juft caufe—{peaking the truth—in doubtful and
equivocal expreflions to the prejudice of truth or juftice —detrading,
Seoffing, reviling, rafh, barfb, and partial cenfuring, m.g-"é‘my?ruﬁiﬂg, ine
tentionsy words and actions—breach of lawful promifes, &c. (¢)

IiLustraTion. M. That there is fuch difference and oppofi-
tion between the two Ayr Doétors, and that Church of which they
are members and minifters, muft be plain to every perfon of the leaft
difcernment *.  They themfelves are fully fatisfied that things are
fo. It mult always be with an eye to thefe differences, therefore,
that one 4 of them is {o loud and warm in recommending the clofeft
church communion, without refpeét to them, and in inveighing
againfl want of love, and a difpofition to break the bonds of fellow-
(hiip. Thus he writes—* It.might be expefted, that while Chri-
ftians are agreed upon this great point (i, e. the general fa&l, that
the guilt of fin is and fhall be remitted, through the death and
facrifice of Chrift, to every fincere penitent) as they all are,
their contentions fhould not be very violent; though they differ
in their ways of fpeaking, and even in their fentiments about
the manner in which Chrift’s death conduces to the remiflion

(9) L.C. Q. 141, 142. 144, 14¢5. See the following Article,
lipps. * Art. VI-XVIIL XX—XXIV, XXXIH=XLVII L~LVIL
LIX, LK. + Dr, M:Gill,
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in-all reafonable and moral a&ions: thofé who maintain,
that Jelus Chrift fuftained on earth the character, and per-
formed the duties of our great High Prigfl, particularly in
the expiation of fins—and thofe who maintain,” that he was
a propbet only, and did not become an expiating Prielt till he
went to heaven: thofe who hold, that the death of Chrilt
was a real and proper atonement for the fins of men, and the
price of their eternal redemption;—and thofe who hold, that
it was intended only for the trial, exercife, and improve-
ment of bis swn virtue, to confirm his dockrines, give an
example of patience, and fit him for higher vewards: who
hold that we are reconciled to God by that death of his
Son;—and who hold, that reconciliation is made by their
own repentance: who are perfuaded that we are juftified be-

ways will remain, even after ufing all diligence to underftand our rule,
it behoves us to confider well, whether thefe are of fufficient moment
to break the bond of charity, or to divide the body of Chrift"” (¢).

Contrast.—The houfe of God, which 1s the church of the liv-
ing God, THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH (a). That
ye ftand falt in one fpirit, with one mind, firiving for the faith of the
gofpel {é} Being Init together in love, and unto all riches of
the full affurance of underftanding, to the acknowledgment of the my-
ftery of Gop Tue FaTuer and of CurisT—ijoying and beholding

- your order, and the fledfaflnefs of your faith in Chrift (¢). I befeech
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that ye al/
fpeak the fame thing, and that there be no divifions among you ;
but that ye be perfeitly joined together in the fame mind, and in the
Jame judgment (d). ~That ye may with ene mind and ere mouth glo-

~ rify God (e)..

There be fome that trouble you, and would perwvert the gofpel
of Chrift. But though wE or an aNGEeL from heaven, preach any
other gofpel unto you, than that which we have preached to you,
let him be accurfed (f). <A man that is a leretic, after the firfk
and fecond admonition, rejed (g). If any obey not our word
by this epiftle, note that man, and have wo company wwith him,
that he may be athamed.(5). Now 7 command you, brethren, in
the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that ve: withdraw from every

(¢) 534, 535.
ConTR. (a) 1 T.iii. 15, 16. (4) P.1.27. () C.ii.2—8. (d) 1 C.i.
10. (e) R.xv. 5,6. See A. ii. 41—47. iv. 32. G ii. 4,4. E.iv. 12=16.
C. i, 18=22. M. vii. 6. xii. 25. (8) 2 Th.iii. 14. 2T, iii, 16.
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fore God, through the righteoufnefs of CuHr1sT alone, im-
puted by God and received by faith;—and who are equally
perfuaded, that they muft be jultified flely by their can
aworks: who believe, that fanctification flows from the death
of Chrift, as the great meritorious caufe, and is effectuated by
the power I?Lf divine grace on the heart;—and who believe,
that it muft be accomplithed by our own cares and labours,
and is promoted bﬁ Chrift’s death only in the way of motive
and argument: Thofe, in fhort, who maintain, that the
death of JEsus was indifpenfably neceffary to our falvation in

brother that walketh diforderly, and not after the tradition which ye
received of us (i). Who is a /iar,, but he that denieth that Jelus
is the Chrift? (according to the true nature, and due extent of his
whole charater) He is axticurisT that denieth the FaTuer and
Son. Whofoever denieth the Son, the fame hath not the Fa-
THER (£). Believe not every fpirit: but try the fpirits, whether
they are of God: for many falfe prophets are gone out into the
world (/). Whofoever tranfgrefleth, and abideth not in the doc-
trine of CurisT, hath not God.—If there come any unto vou, and
bring not #his doftrine, RECEIVE HIM NOT INTO YOUR HOUSE;
neither bid him God fpeed; for he that biddeth him God fpeed is
partaker of his evil deeds (m). 1 know how thou canf? not bear
them which are evil: And thou haft tried them which fay they
are apoltles, and are not; and has found them fiars (2). Holding
faith and a good confcience; which fome having put away, concern-
ing faith have made fhipwreck: of whom is Hymeneus and Ale-
xander; whom [ have delivered to Satan, that they may learn not to
blafpheme (o). But I have a few things againff thee, becaule thou
hajt there them that hold the doétrine of Balaam,—fs Aafl thou alla
them that hold the doérine of the Nicolaitans.—Repent, or elfe I
will come unto thee quickly, and will fight againft thee with the
fword of my mouth (p).—~IL have a few things againit thee; be-
caufe thou fuffersff that woman Jezebel, which calleth herfelf a pro-
phetefs, to teach and feduce my fervants (¢)- .
Church cenfures are neceflary for the reclaiming and gaining of
offending brethren, for deterring of others from like offences, for
purging out that leaven which might infet the whole lump, for
vindicating the profeffion of the gofpel, and for preventing the
wrath of God, which might fall on the church, if they fhould fuffer

(i) 2 Th.iii. 6. (&) 1 J. ii. 23, 13. 2 T.iii. 13, 14. (N1].iv.1. (=)2].
9, 10. (n) Rv.ii.2. (o) 1 T.i. 19,20, 2 T\ ik §=9. (p) Rv. il I4—
t7. (¢) Rv. il 18—235.
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all the parts of it;—and thofe who maintain, that it was not

at all neceflary for that purpofe, and that we might have
been as well faved awithout it

Of,P R A Y E R,

ArTicLE LXV. D. What is reckoned a diretory for
prayer common to all Chriftians in thefe words, ¢ what
things foever ye defire when ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye fhall have them,” is to be reflricted to the a-
poflles, and refers entirely to their prayers upon extraordi-
nary prophetic impulfe, for things anfwering the ends of their
office; particularly to miraculous works to conlirm the gofpel.
And whereas our Saviour direts us to pray in Zis name, that
does not include any dependance on his obedience to the

his covenant, and the ﬁm’,’r of it to be profaned by notorions and obftinate
offenders.* For the better attaining of thofe ends, the officers of
the church are to proceed by admonition, fufpenfion from the facra-
ment of yfe Lord’s fupper for a feafon, and by excommunication from
the chffrch, according to the naiure of the crime, and demerit of
the phrlon (r).—For their publifbing fuch opinions, or maintaining
{fuch pra&ices, as are contrary to the light of nature, or to the bnowa
principles of Chriflianity, whether concerning faith, aworfbip, or con-
verfation, or the power of godlinefs, or fuch erroncons opinions or prac-
tices, as either in their owwn nature, or in the manner of publithing
and maintaining them, are deftruétive to the external peace and
order which Chriit hath eftablifhed in the church, they'ma}' be
lawfully calied to account, and proceeded againft by the cenfures of the
ehurch (s).

Irrustrarion. D, What things—¢¢ miraculous and fignifi-
cant” ——ye defire—< for anfavering the ends of your office’” —believe
~—¢ with confidence upon the impulfes of God” that ye receive them.
¢ How thefe divine impulfes were felt, none can know without ex-
perience’ (g). Hitherto ye have alked nothing in my name—
“ trufling in my promifes and obeying my commands.  See J. xiv. 13,
xv. 16” (4). Whatloever ye afk in my name, that will I do—
« See R. 1. 8. M. xviii. 19. A fimilitude from one who lays the
petitions of his friend before a King.  Trufling in my promifes and
ebeying my commands” (¢).

(r) Conf. xxx. 3, 4. (s) Conf. xx. 4. comp xxv. 4, 5. xxvi. 2, L. C. Q. 99’
7, . comp 105.

Iirvs. (a) P. 364. 5. () 437. 1. (5) 426, 23.
d
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interceflione of good men is not founded in the mediation
of Jefus Chrift, but in God’s refpelk to their oren wirtuz;
and by their interceflions for others they make atonement for
their fins. +Yet when finners remain obftinate and incor-
rigible in their evil ways, after a-reafonable trial by ourward
means, they cannot be benefited by any interceflions of the
righteous in their behalf.  And why, indeed, fhould any
one in any cafe of others or of his own, pray for the pardon
of fin, which is perfifted in, and not repented of ¢ Ihe
truth is, the good cannot ferve the bad by their prayers with
refpect to any fpiritual blefling properly fuch; particularly
not in refpet of their real converfion and reformation; but
only with regard to temporal things, or with regard to fuch
{piritual bleflings of an owtward kind, as tend to convert and
reclaim them,

IicustraTion. M. ¢ Upon the fame principle (i. e. God’s
refpeét to their wirtue) 1s founded the efficacy of the prayers of
good men, and of the interceffions which they offer up for finners
(a). The fame mediator (Mofes) endeavoured by his mterceffion -
to make atonement for them, and in part fueceeded (b). When fin-
ners remain obitinate and incorrigible in their evil ways they can-
not—ut fupra (d) The only inftances, in which the good can ferve
the bad, are either with regard—ut fupra” (e). '

CoxTrast. (a) Caufe thy face to fhine upon thy fanétuary—
ror THE Lorp’s sake. We do not prefent our {upplications be-
fore thee, for our righicoufuefs, but for thy great mercics. O Lord
hear, &c. and do and defer not for thine own fake, O my God (r!rz
As God for Carist’s fake hath forgiven you (¢). An holy priel
hood to offer up fpiritual facrifices, acceptable to God by JEsus
Curist (d).—1 exhort, that prayers, fupplications and intercef-
fions be made for all men (¢). Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do (l f)- Isany fick among you? Let him call for
the elders of the church.— And the prayer of faith fhall fave the
fick; and if he bave committed fins, they thall be forgiven bim (g).
If any man fee his brother fin a fin, which is not unto death, he

IrLus, (a) P. 261, 262. See preceding and following pages. 5y 26a.
(<) 266. (d) 268. (e) 267. s ks i 3

CoxNTR. (2) See on preceding Art. and Art. LIV, () D. ix, 17—19.
PL xxv. I, cxv. I1. Jr. xiv. 7. 3. () E.iv. 32. () 1 P. ik 3. IE Ivi. 7.
comp. H. xun. y0. 15—8ce R iii 25, 26. H. ix. 12—15. xiii. 2¢. 1 ]. i. 7.
1.3 B i 7 Rv. g - ()3T i1, (f)Le xaiile 34-0A, vid. 62.
Ex, xaxii. 33. . (g) L. v. 14, 15.
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to the righteous. With regard to thofe who, contrary to
every obligation, obftinately perfift to fubvert the order and
deftroy the happinefs of God’s creation, they fhall fooner
or later be exterminated from it, with fignal marks of divine
difpleafure; for goodnefs itfelf requires, that what cannot
be amended fhould be deffroyed.

D. There thall be no refurreétion of the bodies of men af-
ter death to an immortal exiftence. The only grave, out
of which men'do, or ever fthall arife, is figurative, or that of
great femporal calamity and miferies.  No other is meant in
the book of Dawiel, where we read that ¢ many of them
that {leep in the duil of the earth {hali awake, fome to ever-

D. The hour is coming—* The hour fpoken by Danie/ the
prophet—graves exprefiive fometimes among the Jews of great ire
retrievable miferies, See Pf. xxii. 29. xliv. 2. Ixxxviii. 4. &c. Pr. ix.
18, Even jfuch God will redeem E=zf. xxxvii. 12. Ho. xiii. 14.
Or have long been dead.”—Shall hear his voice—* commanding
voice. A fgure taken from roufing out of fleep, fee Rv. xx. 134
and comp. 1 C. xv. §2. 1 7. iv. 16. R. ix. 25, 26. Rv. xiv. 6.”?
(¢). He fhall rife again at the refurreiion—¢ that 1s literally,
the flanding or exifling again in another aworld comp. F.v. 29.
L. xiv. 14, at the lait day—-< fuch is death to every one—"The lalt
great day will be that of the reftitution of all things A. . 21.
and times of univerfal refrething A. iii. 19.”” (d). Certain of the
Sadducees, which deny that there is any refurre@ion—* or fu-
ture flate, Wterally flanding again, fee A. xxiii. 8. —therefore in the
refurrettion, &c.— or future flate. 'They aflume the air of Pha-
rifaic believers”—Ye do err, &e.~¢ neither have any due fenfe of
the power of God, which is able to‘effeétuate what to man feems moft
- impollible—comp. L. xxiii. 46. A. vii. §9. 1 C. xv. THROUGH-
ouT. (¢)” They are equal to the angels—¢ by a pure fpiritual
immortal NaTure.” I am the God of Abraham—¢ or benefac«
tor or rewarder, fee Gn, xvii. 7, 8. If by death they had beea
annibilated, the proper language would hive been, 1 was the God,
&c. comp. R, viil. 17. G. iv. 7. 1 J. ii. 2. R. viii. 29.” For he
is not the God of the dead—¢ to be underftood as a patron of ths
dead, who are never more to exiff again’’~but of the living —¢¢ of

(¢)P.171. 17, where it is plain, he underftands fome paffages that clearly
and uaqueltionably refer to the refurredtion of the body, of the calling and re-
Jloration of ibe feaws to the fellowlhip of Chrift and a church ftate. ~ (4) 333.
9, 10. (¢) 374- 1. 3. 1. where it is evident, that with him the refurrecion
and future ftate of the exiftence of the foul are one and the fame,
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which our Lord contended for againft themy in the twen-
tieth chapter of Luke’s golpel, as oppoled to annibilation ;
and indeed his argument on that fulject bears no more.
j And as the only defirable exiftence, or flanding again in this
ind, is the refurretion to eternal life, fo no refiurreftion or
Juture flate at ally is to be expeted or feared by the wicked.
It belongs to, and fhall be enjoyed by the pious dead alone;
of whom the Almighty Father is the Gop, a benefactor and
rewarder, who has them always under his care and tuition.
All the reft of mankind are the dead, who are wever more to

exiff, or who are to have no being in a future world."

vain, and your faith is vain &c. (4). Though after my fkin,
wornis deftroy #his body, yet in my Fresu fhall 1 fee God: whom I
fhall fec for myfelf, and mine eyes fhall behold him, and not another;
though my reins be confumed within me (2). . The Lord himfelf
fhall defcend from heaven with a fthout, with the voice of the arch-
angdl, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Chrifl fhall rife fir/l.
Then we which are alive and remain, fhall be caught up together wwith
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ( f). So alfo isthe
refurredlion of the dead. 1t is fown in corruption, vt 1s raifed in in-
corruption; 17 18 fown in difbonour, 1718 raifed in glory; 11 is
fown in sveatnefs, 17 is raifed in power. It is fown a natural body,
1T is raifed a fpiritual Bony. There is a natural body, and there
is a spiriTUAL BoDY (but a body ftill and fubfantially the Jame.)
¢ For this corruptible (body ) mufl put on incorruption, and this mor=
tal (body) muft put on immortality, &c. (g). Who fhall change
our ile body, that vr may be fufbioned like to 1s glorions body (b).
The bodies of men after death return to duft and fee corruption;
but their fouls (which neither die not fleep) have an immortal- St~
Siflence, immediately returning to God who gave them.—The fouls
~of the wicked are caft into hell, where they remain in torment, to the
judgment of the great day.— At the laft day, fuch as"are found a-
live {hall not die, but be changed; and arL THE DEAD sHALL BE
RAISED WITH THE SELF SAME BODIES, and none other, though
with different qualities; which fhall be united again to their fouls

(@) 1C.xv. 12—20, J.xi. 24. 2 T\ ii. 16—19. Rv.xx. 12. 13.  (¢) Ib. v.
28, 29.. (f)1 Th. iv. 13—18. v.23.  (g) 1 C. xv. 42 45. §2-—58. See
whole chapter.  (4) P. iii. 21. R. viii. 10, 11. 23. with Jb. xiv, To—13,
Pl xvi. 9g—11. P. iii. 10, 1X. M. xxii. 29—32. M. xii. 24—27. A. xvii. 18,
comp. Ho. xiii. 14. with 1 C. xv. 54, 55. Concerning the doctrine of the
Pharifees and Sadducees, fee M. xxii. 23. 33. M. xii. 18—27, comp. A.
xxiu. 6~ 8. xxiv. 14, 15. xxviii. 20. Concerning the doring of cxierminzs
tien, fee on Art. V. '
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Of the LasT JUDGMENT.

ArTicLe LXVIIL D, There fhall be no public and awni-

verfal Fudgment, at lealt in the fenfe commonly reccived a-
mong Chriftians, and with the circumftances ufually ima-
gined:—as if Jefus Chrift fhall appear in the clouds of hea-
ven, exalted on the throne of his glory, in the midft of my-
riads of angels; and having reunited the fouls to the bodies
of thofe who have been dead, and raifed them, at the fame
time changing thofe found alive on earth, fhall, by the in-
- ftrumentality of attending angels, gather all nations before
his tribunal, and vifibly try them openly, pronocunce the
fentence of happinefs or mifery upon the two great divifions

for ever. The bodies of the unjuff fhall, by the power of Chrift,
be raifed to dithonour: The bodies of the juf by his Spirit untoe
honour (7). The bodies of the juf by the {pirit of Chnift, and &y
wirtue of his refurrefion, as their head, fhall be raifed in power—and

the bodies of the ewicked fhall be raifed up in difhoncur, by him 'as
an offended judge (k).

TrrusTrATION. D). In the regeneration, when the Son of Man
fhall fit on the throne of his glory—* or fetting up a new fiate a-
mong them, 2 C. v. 17. This, though in part, was begun by the
blefled Jefus while on earth. It was carried on by his apoitles un-
der the influence of a divine Spirit, after he rofe from the dead.
See D. vii. 9. 13. comp. L. xxii. 28. &c.” Shall fit upon twelve
thrones—¢ The apoftles were, in their Lord’s name, to rule the
Chriftian church by the laws of the gofpel. They were to be chief
magiftrates in his kingdom” (a}; The {un fhall be darkened—¢ to
them, national glory and excellence deftroyed, and the introduc-
tion thereby of univerfal fadnefs, could admit of no fironger terms”’
—and the ftars—¢ of government” fhall fall ¢ as” from heaven—
and the powers of the heavens, « till now authorifed of the heavens,
fhall be fhaken to abfolute deftrution.”” Then fhall appear the fign
of the Son of Man—¢* taking vengeance as”’—in the clouds of hea-
ven. And they fhall fee the Son of Man coming—* as i wwere”
in the clouds of heaven. This predi&ion accomplifhed would prove
a happy mean of converting many.”’—Send his angels—-¢¢ mti'i'mgers,
or gofpel miniffers, not unaffifted, probably, by real angels.”—With a
ereat found of a trumpet—*¢as with a great found of his go/pe/ trum-

(/) Conf. xxxii. 1,2, 3. (£) L. C. Q. 86, 87.—See on next Article.
Irivs. (a) P. 302, 303. 2. §. See the whole paraphrale of the paflage.
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of mankind refpeétively, and, in the execution of that fen -
tence, deftroy, or exceedingly alter the prefent fyftem of
things. All the paffages of fcripture, that feem to exhibit
fuch a folemn fcene, are to be taken in a fenfe entirely figu-
rative. For inftance, Dan. vii. 9. Matth. xix. 28, &c. who/ly
refer to the erection of the New Teftament church, which
the apoftles, as Chrift’s chief magiftrates, were to rule by
the laws of the gofpel. So Matth. xxiv. 2¢9. &ec. Luke xx:.
25. &c. Mark xiii. 24. &c. For though the prophetic {pi-
rit, which fpake in Jefus, may intend, in thofe places, to
carry our minds forward to, what is called, the end of the
world; yet, what is there declared, is to-be underftood,
principally, if not only, of Chrift’s coming for the deftruc-
tion of the civil and ecclefiaftical polity of the Feaws, and for
the extenfion and eftablifhment of his kingdom among the
Gentiles. Agreeably to which, the fun, moon, and ftars,
mean only the Jewith government, and all the national

pet”’—and fhall gather his eleCt—¢ more fuccefsfully than ever.
Convert the Gentiles in vaft multitudes every where.—To have de-
clared nakedly and boldy the abolifbment of the Fewifbh flate would
have been improper.  After all, the prophetic {pirit might intend
to carry mens thoughts forwards, by this moft fignal judgment, to
_the end of the world (4). Hereafter ye (hall fee the Son of Man
fitting on the right hand of power—¢ exercifing marks of {pecial
greatnefs, as when he rofe from the dead, alcended to his kingdom,
.and poured out on his followers the gifts of the Holy Ghoft.-—~To
the miraculous gifis of the Spirit, people of all languages were both
eye and ear witnefles, &c.”” coming in the clouds of heaven.—s ir-
refiftibly, as in the clouds of heaven, to effablifh his religious and mo-
ral kingdom among men. ~ See M. xxiv. 30. notes. The exemplary
vengeance of God againft the Fewi/b people may likewife be here
intimated. Comp. D. vii. 13, 14. Rv. i. 7. PL. 1i. 12. (¢). When
the Son of Man fhall come—and {I®ll fit on the throne of his
glory.—¢ Magnificent and lofty. The whole defeription may be
Jigurative. Comp. Pf. xcvii. 1. &c. D yii. 9. x. 26, If. iii. 13,
&e. Jo. iii. 2. Ze. xiv. 5. M. xix. 28.” —And before him fhalf
be gathered all nations.—¢ Some only underftand this of thofe
men who have vifibly profeffed the faith of Chriff, as the gofpel net
catches all kinds, and the virtues here fpoken of are peculiarly Chri-

(4) 394, 395, 396. Sce wholc interpretation, with notes. (:).456.67. Scc
whole of this too,
Bb
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xxv. 31. &c. feems to refer to a kind of univerfal judgment,
if it fhould not be reftriked, as is molt probable, 1o thole
who have wifibly profeffed the gofpel; though confiftently with
what has been advanced before, one does not know well
what to make of it: but one thing appears plain enough,
that the whole defcription is figurative.

he hath ordained; whereof he hath given affurance to all men, in
that he hath raifed him from the dead (g ). We thall a// fland before
the judgment-feat of Chrift—So then cvery one of us thall give account
of himfelf to God (5). And I faw a great white throne, and him
that fat on it; from whofe face the heavens and the earth fled away,
and there was no place for them. And I faw the dead, fmall and
great, ftand before God; and the books were opened—and the dead
awere judged according to thofe things which were written in the
books, according to their works. And the fea gave up the dead
which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead, which
were in them; and they were judged every man according to their
works (7).

God hath appointed a day, wherein he will judge the world in
righteoufnefs by Jefus Chrift, to whom all power and judgment is
given of the Father. In which day not only the apoftate angels
thall be judged, but likewife all perfons that have lived upon the earth
fhall appear before the tribunal of Chrift, to give an account of
their thoughts, words and deeds, and to receive according to what
they have done in the body, whether good or evil.— Then fhall the
righteous §n into everlafting life;—but the wicked- fhall be caft
into efernal torments—(£). Chrift fhall come again, at the laft
day, in great power, and in the full manifeftation of his own glory,
and of his Father’s, with all the holy angels, with a fhout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God, to judge the
world in righteoufnefs (/). Immediately after the refurrection fhall
follow the general and final judgment of angels and men.— At the
day of judgment, the wicked—upon clear evidence, and full con-
vi¢tion of their own confciences, fhall have the fearful fentence of
condemnation pronounced againft them; and thereupon fhall be caft
out from the favourable prefence of God, and the glorious fellow-
fhip with Chrift, his [aints, and all his holy angels, into hell, to be
punifhed with unfpeakable torments, both of foul and body, with the
devil and his angels for ever (m).

(g) A.xvii. 31. (b)) R. xiv. 30—132. (i) Rv. xx. 30—~15. (4) Conf.
L 1,3 (HL.C Q 56, (m)L.C. Q. 88, 89. See on piceeding

Article,
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ver fail to thock a common underftanding. At lealt Doc-
rors oF DivintTy have a privilege which common ferib-
blers muft not pretend to, of advancing as many paradoxes
as they pleafe; though it were for no other end, but to dif-
play the keenefs of their penetration, or the extraordinary
deeps of their erudition, and to excite the admiration, or ex-
ercife the ingenuity of ordinary ‘pfople into whofe hands
their learned works may come.

fpair of thofe who feem to be the moft hardened; nor to forlear
praying for them, unlefs forbidden by an extraordinary revelation (g).
—Shall we indeed believe, that God permitted his Son to undergo
a painful ignominious death, in order to conquer the enmity of re-
bellious creatures, and reduce them to obedience; and yet after
they are reconciled and become dutiful fubjects at all this expence,
they awill be fuffered to perifb, notwithltanding their crucified Savi-
our hath received power to beftow immortality upon them? Sure
that would be highly inconfiffent and abfurd—1t (the righteoufnefs of
Chrift) can fecure the ftability of the righteous, only on condition of
their continued wwatchfulnefs and fidelity. By apoltacy from, or fin-
ning under the profeflion of it (the truth) we render the facrifice of
Chrift unprofitable to us (h).~There are {ufferings which are no pu-
nifbment—there may be fuffering where there is o guilt, and con-
fequently mo punifbment is intended—awherever fin remains more or

lefs, there will alfo proportionally remain punifbment and mifery (i). *

(g) 266—268. (b) 320—282. 457. See alfo Illuft. of Art, XLVII. and
LVIL (i) 164. 447—232. Thele are but a few of many contradiétions that
might have been produced, and obvious to every attentive, intelligent
reader of the Effay. The Dsfor may try his hand on them. -
* The reader will find fome important doctrines of the gofpel, as-op~
pofed to the Secimian Creed, which has been here exhibited, well illuftra-
ted and defended in fome late publications, But asthe Author has none
of them in pofleffion at prefeat, nor has feen any of them fince they were
firft handed about, he cannot be particular: only, he recolle@s, being
much pleafed with many things in the Beo, M. ﬁ;air'; book. Dr. Guyfé's
Treatiles on the PersoN oF CurisT and on Tur Hory SririT, juft now
reprinted by him, will, he hopes, give much fatisfaction on thefe funda-
mental articles to all the friends of truth in this country, :






APPENDIX

Relating to Dr. M*Gill’s Explanation and Apology,
with the Procedure of the Synod of Glafgerv and
Ayr upon it.

HROUCH the unforefeen and moft unaccountably flow progrefsiof
the prefs, the preceding Detetion has been with-held from the pu-
blic feveral months beyond the earneft wifl and confident expectation of
the author. But as he firmly believes that all things are of Gop, fo he de-
{ires to adore the Divine Providence, whofe difpenfations are all right, and
whofe time for every purpofe is always beflt. Though the affair of Dr.
M Gill, one of the Gentlemen, whofe heretical fyftem of religious prin-
ciples has now been laid open, feems to be finally fettled by the late pro-
ceedings of the Synod of Glafroww and Ayr, the caule can never be dead,
while the books publifhed by him and his worthy Colleague are in cir-
eulation, and while there are any well difpofed and intelligent perfons
in this country to wonder at, to mourn over, and to teftify againft the
difhonours done to the blefled Jesus, and the precious truths of the go-
fpel, by thefe Dodlors, and the courts with which they are connected.
Indeed Socinianifm bids fair to be the fathionable and prevailing fcheme
of doérine in the eftablifhed Chureh, both from the increafing numbers,
zeal, and boldnefs of its friends in a public charaéter, and from the filli-
nefs, coolnefs, or treachery of its profefled enemies: and the publications
of that way already made, not in the lealt reprefled, but exceedingly en-
couraged by the late tranfations at Ayr, how horrible and pefhilential
foever, are likely to be no more than the forerunners of an innumerable
fwarm, yet to iffue from the fame bottomlefs pit. The preceding Detecion,
therefure, which exhibits that {cheme as it now is, and always muft be
in fubftance, whatever new hands fhall be employed to enliven and adorn
it, cannot be reckoned unfeafonable, but, with other productions of the
fame kind,become every day more and more proper and neceflary. Ee-
fides,

It feems to have been one part of the defign of holy Providence in re-
tarding the prefent work, to give the author a better opportunity than
he would have enjoyed otherwife, of reviewing, along with his Creed,
Dy. MFGill's Explanation and Apology made to the Synod, and now in eve
body’s mouth, togethier with the proceedings of the Synod in that caufe,
which are, and cannot mifs to be, an object of the fame public attention,
admiration, and regret. And as he is bound to follow the Lord {ully,
wherever he is pleafed to lead him, without counting upon the expence
of mifconftruction, reproach and flander, or any other hardfhip he muft
encounter in the way of his duty, he fhall, trufting ro divine conduét and
protection,and fure of the approbation of all of every denomination who
are not at eafe in Zion, chearfully addrefs' himfelf to this fervice. If his
reflections, or an{ of them, fhall, upon cool and impartial examination,
be found unjuft, he knows they are entitled to no quarter, and he has not
the prefumption to requeft a better reception than they defcrve.

The Do&tor’s Ewplanation and Apology, with the procedure of the Synod
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on it, as extracted frem the f'{'mrds, by the Clerk, and publifhed by au-
thority of the Synod, is precilely as follows
! &

“1am extremcly forry that what was honeftly intended by me to ferve
the interefls of piety, charity, and peace, fhould have given ground of
offence to my Chriftian brethren. .

“ My Effay on the death of Jefus Chrift was defigned to be wholly
practical. My fole object was to promote practical gadlinefs, founded on
the fadls and circumftances of the gofpel hiftory; and upon this defign f was
fo intent, that I may in fome inftances have omitted things which I hold
to be true, when the praétical ufe of them did net immediately occur to
me. In every work ef man, more efpecially a work of fome length and
wariety, it is not to be expected but there will be failures and blemithes
which may have crept into it; at which, however, men of judgment and
candour will not be offended, when they are convinced that the defign,
upon the whole, is guud.

¢ Thefe things being premifed, my gencral anfwer to the firft article
in the report is,

« 1ff, That I have explained “ the dotrine of the atonement by the
fufferings and death of Chrift,” if not with all the advantage that might
be wifhed, yet in the way that appeared to me moft agreeabfc to the plain
and undeniable facts of the golpel record, moft inftructive and edifying
in its tendency, and leaft liable to be perverted by finners into a pretence
for continuin{g in their fins; but on the contrary, to afford them prefiing
motives to a {peedy repentance. It feems likewife calculated to comfort
and e¢onfirm good men, and animate thém in well doing. I have, after
the Evangelilts, given a minute detail of Chrilt’s fufferings for our fins,
and largely infifted on the merit of his obedience unto death, as the foun-
dation of all our hopes of pardon and falvation. And what is advanced up-
on this head, I hoped, upen the whole, would have been thought agreeable,
not only to the word of God, which was my only rule in compofing it,
but likewife to the Confeflion of Faith, which always reprefents the per-
fec obedience and unfpotted facrifice of Chrift as that which avails
with God in behalf of penitent finners. Chap. viii. 3, 4, 5. Chap. xi. 3.
—To the

% a4 Article of the report, 1 anfwer, that my fubject required me to.

confider our Lord Jefus Chrift fimply, firft, in his fuffering character, as
a man of forrows, and acquainted with grief; and then,in reward of his
obedience, as highly exalted with God's right hand,and made Head over
all things to the Church. ' If any word hath efcaped me, difparaging te
the « perfon and charaéter” of our Divine Saviour, it was certainly far
from my intention, as I always {ludied to fpeak of him in feripture lan-
suage, or in language which I took to beof like import with that of ferip-
ture.—To the

« 34 Article, my anfwer is, that though I have hinted fome reafons, why
fome of the expreflions relating to Chrilt's priefthood are not to be un-
derftood literally, but in a figurative fenfe, and in allufion to the high

rieft under the law; yet I never meant to fay that the doctrine of
Chrift’s priefthood and intercefiion was figurative; but do maintain that
it is real, important, and highly neceffary, both to our prefent comfort,
and our eternal falvation, For thereby we are aflured of the pardon of
fin, when we fincerely repent of it, and may depend on receiving, in an-
fwer to our prayers, all needful aid and fuccour from above, uader our
infirmities; we have freedom of accefs to the throne of grace, and arc

ettt B i
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encouraged to ferve God with the fpirit of love, and joy and hope. And
all thete and other benefits which we enjoy, or hope for through Chriit,
are founded on the willing and acceptable {aerifice, ahd oblation which
he made of him{clf on the crofs, The whole of this, as far as 1 unders
ftand, is agrecable to Holy Seripture, and alfo to our other ftandards,

“ athly, As to the fourth article, the method of reconciling finuers to
God by repentance,” 1 only meant, by what I faid on that article, that
though our reconciliation to God is folely by the death of Chritl, it is
never effected without the finner being brought to repentance. As T
know no other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we muft
be faved, but that of Jefus Chrift, fo I know no method of falvation but
what he has pointed out in his Golpel; and that, 1 conceive, is the me-
thod of faith and repentance.  * Thisis the work of God, that lyc believe
on him whom he hath fent: and except ye repent, ye fhall all likewife

erifh.”
P So {peaks the Saviour of the world; and does not our Confeflion
fay, “ Repentance is of fuch neceflity to finners, that none may expect
pardon without it?"" Chap. xv. 3.

“ sthly, Now for the la?t article in the report, * concerning fubferip-
tion.” [ have indeed given my opinion, that it would be better if the
practice of it were laid alide, as it was certainly for {fome centuries un-
known in the Chriftian church, and was not even practifed in our own
church for many years after the Confeflion of Faith was adopted. But
that is a political queftion, like patronage and-many others, where, T ap-
prehend, a man may lawfully propofe his opinion, with the reafons of
it, whether well or ill founded, as to what he thinks may be for the
good of religion and of fociety, without being liable to any cenfure on
that account. Upon the whole, I affert, as I have formerly done more
than once, that far from being inimical in any refpect, 1 am a zealous,
though weak friend to the conftitution and authority of the Church of
Scotland, in doctrine, difciplineg, and worfhip, and do cordially condemn
whatever appears inconfiftent therewith. %

“ And confidering that every Minifter of the Church of Scotland is
bound, by very folemn engagements, to adhere to her ftandards, and that
thefe ftandards are the nnli; anthoritative interpreters of the facred
Scriptures among us, [ hereby again declare, that I am forry that my
publications fhould have given offence to any of my brethren, or to the
world. And now, upon further reflection, 1 am fenfible that there are
ideas contained in thefe publications which may appear improper, and
modes of expreflion ambiguous and unguarded, particularly refpecting
the original and eflential dignity of the Son of God; the doctrine of a-
tonement by his fufferings and death; the pricithood and intercetlion of
Chrift; the method of reconciling finners to God; and fubleription to
the Confeffion of Faith; all which ideas I hercby dilclaim, and for all
fuch expreflions I am heartily forry, and hereby declare my belief of
thefe great articles, as they are laid down in the ftandards of this church.
I therefore entreat the reverend Syned to receive this my apology, which
I leave with them and fubmit it to their determination to publifh thefe

«my explanations and apology to the world, if they fhall think it necel-
fary. ' _
(Signed) WILLIAM M‘GILL.

“ Tue Synod having read and confidered the above explanations and
apology, did, without a vote, approve of them, and receive the fame as

<
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. .
faftisfactory; erdered them to be publifhed by their Clerk, and alon
with them the Scctipn of the Conlellion of Faith refpecting the origina
and effential dignity of the Son of Ged, and alfo that Se@ion of the Cone
feflion which relpects the atonement.

“ Upon which Dr. M‘Gill declared his acquic{cence in faid fentence,
‘and took inftruments in the Clerk’s hands, The Synod, imprefled with
a deep fenfe of that harmony and concord with which this matter has
been fettled, and convinced that what they have done will, under the
bleifing of God, tend to promote Peicc and truth in this church, thought
proper to appoint, and did appoint a reverend member to give thanks
unto God for the countenance and direction he had been pleafed to give
them in this matter.—The Synod concluded with Prayer.

Extracted from the Records of the Synod of Glafgozw and Ayr, by
: ROBr. CLASON, Svn. Cuk,”

The firlt objet friking the mind on the perufal of this extract is, what

fome are pleafed to call the Doétor’s recantation, on which they congra-
tulate the high formidable powers of the Church, and the correfpondent
zcal and fortitude of the acting Clergy. It muit be owned the Doétor’s
paper bears a fbew of fomething like recantation to fuperficial readers,
and as even that fbew is more than was expeéted from his boafted inte-
grity and heroilm, it is differently accounted for. Some allege that his
friends in the Church, though fufficiently attached to his caufe as their
own, and making daily acquuifitions to their number and ftrength, feeling
themfelves as yet unable to carry him off in triumph, advifed the mea-
fure; therather confidering the probable complexion of many in the en-
fuing General Affembly 5 efpecially the conflidts they would be obliged to
fuftain with fome Gentlemen of the long robe, Others, that his partizans
in the town of Ayr and its vicinity, having tried their firength, found
any funds they could provide in a feparate independent Sacinian fyna-
gomue, inadequate to his fupport. . .
Both thefe ma&' be true. It 1s to be hoped the Socinian members of the
church, notwithftanding their growing numbers, are ftill the minority;
who therefore, without the allitance of their Arminian brethren could
not bave done all in his favour. that his fingular merit demanded : and
though thefe lafb could never have concurred in the condgmnation of
his book as it {tands, nor even in fome of the articles ftated by the Com-
mittee; it is queftionable, whether they would have confented to difmifs
him, when fairly brought into judgment, with impunity and applaufe;
fome acting from principle, and fome from a fpirit'of party, Nor is it
any wonder the Zawyers were dreaded. Many of them can fpeak well,
and z2ll of them are accuftomed to fpeak bold truths. If we may judge
by their freedoms at the preceding Affembly, thc{ would not have {pared
in the progrels of that caufe, fome under a full perfuafion of the truth
and vaft importance of the articles of our faith denied and impugned by
the Dodtor, a deep conviction of the great and manifold danger, or ra-
ther of the utter ruin of the conftitution, if fuch proceedings fhould be
tolerated, and a jult deteftation of the difingenuity and balenefs of cler-
gymen, who exert themfelves for the fubverfion of that very religion
which they have fworn, fubfcribed, and are paid to teach and defend :
others from the contempt with which they aifect to treat the whole or-
der, and a diftinguifhed malevolence of mind prompting them to feize
every opportunity of mortifying and expofing them. Befides, though
Socinjans are miferable Divines, fome of them are, next to the houfe of
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Loyals, excellent politicians, Such muft be fenfible that, ftupid and igne-
rant as the generation is become in all matters of rehigion, things are uot
fully matured for an open judicial acquittal of one conviéted of holding
their faith, that fuppoling the civil government, the fworn guardian of
the conftitution of the church, thould be filent, the people might be
thrown into fuch tumults, as their united influence and addrefs would
not be able to quell. And of whom fhould the Doctor take advice, if
not of thofe fo well qualified to give it, and who, above all, deferved his
confidence? ; 0

Nor is the other improbable. For how fine a {peculation ?ﬂf?ﬂ Socini=
anifm may be, after all the profufion of e!ﬂquen_cc 1\:hl¢h its ﬂd\fﬂt‘ﬂtfﬁ
have employed to defcribe and eftablifh its energies, it never yet had in

- experience, and never can have, much power for opening the heart in
matters of religion and morality. Nay, feldom has it been able to fuf-
_ tain any confiderable hardfhip, or even to unftring the putfe with tole-
rable readinefs and liberality, for its own propagation. Of all the drian
and Secinian {ocietics in England, it is doubtful, whether any one .ﬂf them
has been immediately gathered from the national church provided for
by law, and formed of a people voluntarily fubjecting themfelves to'the
expences of a feparate ftate. It is certain that molt, if not all of them,
are compofed of perfons who were born and educated in that connexion,
or of the delcendents of Difzuters of a better defcription, who for ages
have been accuftomed to fuch burdens. It fhould feem there 1s but one,
or two, of thele focicties in Scotfand, and thefe take care not to overitretch
themfelves for the intereft of their teachers. Shall we marvel, then, that
thofe of the fame principles about Ayr are faflt handed, or that the Dofor,
though full of zeal and a mirror of difintereftednefs, fhould not throw
himf{clf on their mercy, fince, good man as he is, he cannot, like the Ca-
meleon, live upon air? '

But whatever be the ffow, where 1s the #ruth of his recantation? Can
‘the Synod, or any man living, point us to it? It is indeed talked, as if his
friends were difappointed, and angry at his fubmiffion. But if any of
them have dropt expreflions of that import, it can be only to foment the
vain and abfurd credulity of fome on the other fide, in order that they
may laugh at it; or becaufe, in their opinion, he has bowed fomewhat lower
than he needed. Moft probably, the ftory is invented and propagated
by thofe that would be thought the friends of the conftitution, that thofe
who complain, or are fufpected of murmuring at their conduct, may, in
defpite of common fenfe, be wheedled into a conceit, that their mighty
noife, exertions and atchievements, are more than much ado about no-
thing. For,

Has he really retracted any one doctrine advanced in his Effay, or mo-~
dified it, as contrary to the word of God, and the (tandards of the church?
Has he coniented to expunge a fingle fentence, or even to correct its lan-

‘guage, What is it, and where? Itis true, he fpeaks of “the orginal and eflen-
tial dignity of the Son of God, th- do&rine of atonement by his fuffer-
ings and death, the priefthood and interceflion of Chrift, and the method
of reconciling finners to God,” as if, in what he has taught on thefe (ah-
jects, there  were fome ideas that may appear improper, and modes of ex-
preflion ambiguous and unguarded.” But &ill where is the fentiment for-
merly held, or the mede of expreflion once ufed, which he renounces?
The whole world cannot find it. Strange recantation, of a fpeech or
writing, in which not a fiugle 1dea or expreflion 1s abandoned or corrce-
ted! Indeed, whatever others, in their ignorance o hafte, may fuppefc,
EC.2 :
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ot fure but he has, at leaft he is not convinced of any deficiency, as his
conditional partiele if fignifiecs. He has, however, e:l.pl:l.incd it *in the
way that appeared to him moft agreeable to thtlplmn and undeniable
facts of the gofpel record,’ &c. And he has precifely the fame views of
his explication ftill, though he has induftriouily exploded the vicarious,
mal, sxpictory, falis uélery, meriforious, and efficacious nature of thefe luiter-
ings (2). *“He has,aiter the Evahgelifts, given a minute detail of Chriit’s
fuiferings for our fins:’ And yet he contends there was no tranilation
of the fins of men to Jefus Chrift, nor any refpect whatever had to guile
in his [ufferings; but only, that he fuffered by secafion of fin, or if on ac-
count ol 1it, unI}' as oppoling him{elf to the iniquitics of men, to ftop their
progrefs (4). ¢ He has largely infifted on the merit of his obedience un-
to death, as the foundation of all our hopes of pardon and falvation:’
and yet he holds that his death has no merit in it at all, nor makes an
part of his righteoufnefs, that the merit of this laft is of the fame kind
with that of the rightecoulnels of ordinary men, is no equivalent for the
favours conferred, and at beft procures but a eonditional {alvation, which
may be, and in innumerable inftances is, never applied (). “He hoped
that what is advanced upon this head, would, upon the whole, have been
thought agrecable, not only to the word of God,—but likewife to the
Confeflion of Faith:” He hopes fo ftill, and if it be otherwife, he cannot
account for it; and as a proof how innocent he confiders himfelf, he re-
fers to Conf. viii. 3, 4, §. xi. 3. though he well knows the Confeffion
teaches, in fection 4. of chap. viii. that-* the Lord Jefus—endured moft
grievous tornzents immediately in his foul;” which, in the ftrongeft man-
ner, he denies (@): that the fifth fection teaches, that “ the Lord Jelus,
by his bbedience and facrifice of himfelf—hath fully fatisfied the juftice
of his Father, and purchafed not only reconciliation, but an everlaftio
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven;” as is more particularly and ful-
Ly exprefled, chap. xi. 3. And yet he conftantly denies any proper fatirs
fadtion in the cale, and any proper price of redemption (¢); nay, any fuch
thing as punitive juftice in God ( f).

To the fecond Article his anfwer is of the fame jufifying kind, ¢ His
fubject required him to confider our Lord Jefus Chrift” as he has done,
Tle is not fenfible of ¢ any word efcaping him, dif] araging to the perfon
and charaéter of our Divine Saviour.” But ¢if'it ‘]:;as,' and doubtlefs the
thing is pollible, though ncither evident nor probable, it was certainly
far from his intention, as he always ftudied to fpeak of him in feripture
language, or in language which he took to be of like import with that of
feripture.’ And yet all the Diviniry he allows him is godlide pocvers and Fo-
nours, OF A fulnefs of celeflial endorvments and privileges {g} He confiders his
Sonfip as equivalent to his Meffabip, and of the fame general order as
the fonfhip of others (4); denies him divire erfeilions, particular!}r divine
-EW'W:M:E"_{E:I; excludes him from the ereation of the natural soerld (.E);-
makes him a mere man and a‘ﬁufm -Elf our oten order {[}; nay, a weak and
;‘mpcg?& man (m); regards his bumiliation a3 no more than laying afide the
fll'.l;i‘clfc ﬂ_f extrasrdinary endozoments and claims of pro-eminenze, about the
time of his death, and fubmitting to be crucified (a); maintains, that Ji-

(a) Sec the Articles of this work, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 49, 41, 42, 23 4¢.’
47. (&) Art. 39, comp. with thofe nm:r mentioned. ?’(;] :&nt 15’ :i :‘;
4;- ‘f{t () AIL 34538 {#) Al::._qg, 40, 4. (f) Art. 5. (g) Art, 5,
En; At o e ) Brv s, (1) ARG L57 (81) K 18
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wine worfbip paid to him is filly founded in his exaltation as man (a); that
the defign of appointing him a Redeemer, was only to reduce the penalt
of the law to femporal death, and enable men to %:w: themfelves(4); that
Lis higheft charaéier on earth was that of great Propbet(c); and fo that he
!_lad ne Prieflhood (d), ne Kingly office, power, and autbority (¢); but was only
{ent to preach the gofpel, confirm his do&rine by miracles, fet a virtuous
cxample, and promote the falvation of penitent finners the belt way he
could, at the expence of whatever fufferings might befal him in the courfe
of his duty (f).

Such, too, is his anfwer to the #third Article. For, * though he hinted
fume reafons, why fome of the expreflions relating to Chrift’s Priefthood
are not to be underftood literally, but in a figurative Tenfe, the whole of
what he has taught, as far as he underftands, is agreeable to holy ferip-
tures, and alfo to our other ftandards.’ And yet he maintains, that Jefus,
while on earth, was only an interceding, not an atoning Prieft, that his
fufferings, fo far from being perfecily expiatory, were only the means of
. preparing bim to make atonement in beaven; nay, that he was not {o much as
properly confecrated in that office, till thefe were finithed (g); and, therea
forc that his facrifice was in no fenfe propitiatory, but only a facrifice for
the truth, or a confirmation of his do¢trine(4). He holds, that his inter-
ceffion is of the fame kind as that of other good men(i); that it belongs
as much or more to his kingly as to his prigfily office; and that while it ex-

tends to the whole human race, indefinitely and without exception, it is
not effectual for obtaining any ome {piritual blefling, properly fuch, nei-
ther pardon nor repentance, but only of avail to procure refpite for
finners, and the means of repentance; confequently, that it cannot pro-
fit thofe who ftill remain impenitent (£).
The twofold ftroke of innocent ;}uli::F in this anfwer, too, is very re-
markable. ¢He only hinted fome reafons, &ec." and yet he will not ad-
~mit fo much as one of thefe expreflions to be underftood in a proper
fenfe; for enumerating all the kinds of facrifices under the law, by
which the facrifice of Chrilt is reprefented in the New Teltament, he
finds it was none of them in any proper fenfe; but only had fome-
thing refembling them all (£). * He never meant to fay, that the doctrine
of Chrift's priclthood and interceflion was figurative.” No, indeed; ¢ he
maintains, that it is real, important, and highly neceflary.” And what
dunces are they who could fuppofe he meant otherwife! It is certainly
his opinion, boldly afferted, and with wonderful force of argument con~
firmed, that our Saviour's facrifice and atonement was altonetber metapbo=
rical or figurative, as much fo as any thing of the kind can be; but how
ftupid’ was it to conclude, he therefore held the pocTring of his prieft-
hood and interceflion to be figurative? 1Ts there no difference between a
metaphorical prieflbood and facrifice, and a metapborical DOCTRINE concerning
them? Poor Doctor! what ignorance or malevolence in thine acculers
was this? For had he meant fuch a thing, to be fure, he would have been
fitter for Bedlam,than to be liugioufly profecuted before Church Courts,
He ftands equally unimpeachable on ¢ the fourth article, the method of
reconciling finners to God hy repentance; as he only meant; by what he
faid on that article, that though our reconciliation is folely By the death
of Chrift, it is never effeGted without the fioner be brought to repens

(a) Art.18. (§) Art.29. (¢) Art. 30. (d) Art. 3% (e) Art. 32.
(f) Act. 33. (g) Art. 31, (b) Art. go. (i) Art. 45. (&) Arh 48.
(/) Art. 4o. Sce alfo Art. 29, 30, 31, 32. 39—48, inclufive, d
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tance.” And yet he has taught, that God was willing, from the begin-
ning, to allow the benefit of repentance, i. e. pardon on this ground, in cafe of
wwilfil fins,and accept of repentance and fincere obedience,inftead of finlefs
perfection(a); that the covenant of grace is a promife of pardon on repen-
tance(4); and that nothing ever {tood between God and man, but fin wnre-
pented of,and that, upon repentance and amendment, he has often received
finners into favour, as the effet of mere goodnefs and uncovenanted mercy (¢);
that the death of Chrift made no fort of reconciliation for fin, in the way
of expiating its guilt, or making fatisfation for it as an offence (4); that as
to REPENTANCE, it pacifies divine Jjuftice, appeafes a gu'lg confeience, is the
bhaven of our refl, the oNLY radical cure of our mifery, and our very fulva-
tion(¢). It muft be owned thefe things feem to import more than he has
ftated as the meaning of them; but is it not fair he fhould give his own
fenfe; and that is now what it was before, viz. whatever is meant by the
name of Jefus, and falvation by his name, the enly method of falvation,
known to the Doctor, is that of faith and repentance. For if we cannot be
faved without them, doubtlefs they muft be the appointed mean of re-
conciliation with God, or a plenary fatisfaction for our crimes, and the
price of eternal life. Any diftinction here, is a trifling mttaph}rﬁcal
fubtlety. And fo far is the Confefion from remonftrating aganft this
dodtrine, that it’'is in unifon with the Saviour of the world upon the
point, as the quotation made by the Doctor fhews. Indeed it teaches,
in that wery {ection, that “ repentance is not to be refted on, as any fatise
faétion for fin, or ANy cavuse oF THE PARDON thereof, which is an aét of
God’s free grace 18 Curist,” as it elfewhere dogmatifes in the ftrongeft
manner, about Jefus fatis{ying the juftice of his Father, and purchafing re
conciliation by his perfed obedience and facrifice of himfelf ( £). Eut the
honeft Gentleman was not obliged to fze thefe words, at leaft not to be-
lieve and quote them, as making nothing at all to his purpofe, or that
of his accufers.

¢ Now for the laft article, concerning fubfeription.” He indeed treats
that matter, in the appendix to his Rewvalutisr Sermon, with very little
ceremony. He confiders all Creeds and Confeflions as the vain impaotent
attempts of human ignorance and pride, to éxprefs the articles of our
faith better than the Holy Gholt bhas done, and the demand of fubferip-
tion to them, as a moft tyrannical impofition on confcience. For his
own part he believes the doctrines of the W efminfler Confeflion, in Sfo far on=
lyas he finds them agreeable to the word of God,and cannot help laughing
at more perfected believers (g).  But in all this ¢ he has only propofed
his opinion with the reafons of it, which a man may lawfully do, as to
what he thinks may be for the good of religion and fociety, without be-
ing liable to any cenfure on that account.” It is firange, if in an en-
lightened age and a free country, fuch as ours, a2 man, how wife and be-
nevolent foever, cannot be fuffered to flate his opinion on “ a paliticat
queflion;” for fuch is that of fubfeription. Common people, it is true, are
ready to regard it as fomewhat more, even a queftion of religion and o
rality, whether a man may folemnly declare and fubferibe his fincere be-
lief of a fet of religious articles prefented to him, and wow his adherence
to them, his miintainance and defence of them,—in the way of renoun-
cing and abjuring all tencts and opinions contrary to, and inconfiftent

(a) Art. 19. 21, (8) Art.26. («) Art.56. (d)Art.3 itk
(Y Art. 60, (f) Chap. Vil 5. Xio 3, 2, 3% () Art. 6g0 0
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with thefe articles,~while he really does not believe the preater part,
perhaps not one of them, as they ftand in the Creed or Confeflion, but
finds himf{elf obliged to fubvert and impugn them by all ways in his
power? or whether, when a public teacher has revolted from the faith
of the fociety, profclled and fworn as above, and in the courfe of his
ftated adminiftrations, or in a publication made to the world, or both,
employs all his abilities to deftroy that faith, and to eltablith quite the
reverle, he is guilty of no crime, is entitled to minifterial and Chriftian
communion in that fociety, and to all the emoluments of office? But
semmon people fee in one light, and /earned men in another, The Doéctor
is confirmed that this is a mere political queflion ; as alfo that of Patronage,
i.e. whether church members have, by the authority of Jesvs Curist,
as at the beginning of the Chriftian difpenfation, an exclufive and un-
alienable right of chufing their own paftors? or whether that right, and
the full exclufive exercife of it is, by inheritance or purchafe, like any
other civil property, lodged in a ﬁug¥e perfon, who, perhaps, never faw
that church, has no knowledge of it, not intereft in it, is refident in a
foreign land, and a member of another church, quite different or oppo-
fite in many of its leading doctrines, much of its worfhip, and the whole
of its order,—if he be not an avowed Zufidel or Atheiff?  And it is very
likely he can procure, were it needful, the hands and feals of our four
Univerfities to fuport his opinion about both; after this can there exift the
leaft ground of controver(y?

The jultnefs of this view of his anlwers is rendered, if it were poflibla,
ftill more undeniable by what is immediately fubjoined as his declaration
on the whole. ¢ Upon'the whole 1 affert, &e.” Astothe fact, therecan
be no difputation with any perfon of the fmalleft difcernment, who has
perufed the preceding Detection, or even what has now been advanced.
He is moft undoubtedly inimical, in the higheft degree, to the confitution
and authority of the church of Scotland, as far as her &&rire, and her
avorfbip, in refpect of its glorious objedt, are concerned. This admits of
no contradiction or palliative; and therefore no man, whofe faith is ra-
tional, can ‘give him credit, for ¢ cordially condemning whatever appears
inconfiftent therewith.” But this is what he would have us amufe our
fancies with, if we be able; and confequently that his“works, inftead of in-
juring the conftitution and authority of the church, have done fignal fer-
vice in illuftrating and defending them.

On the conclufion of the apology, perhaps little of importance can be
added to the {trictures made by a late anonymous writer. The Betesfor
can heartily adopt thefe, and prefent them to the public as his own, with
a few fmall corrections *. It 1s plain the * forrow,’ profefled by the Doc-
tor in his preface and repeated in his conclufion, ¢ that his publications
fhould have given offence to any of his brethren or to the world” is of

the kind before reprefented, and no other. The ¢ confideration of the

very folemn engagements by which every minilter of the charch of Scot-
l1and is bound to adhere to her ftandards, and of thefe ftandards being
the only authoritative interpreters of facred Scripture amonglt us,” as

the fole ground of his penitence, demonftrates that he has no confciouf-

nels of having juftly offended any body, by indignities done to the Som
of God, and grofs injuries offered to the facred truths of his gofpel. Nay

* See Remarks en the late proceedings of the Synod of Glafzew and Ayr,

in Dr, MGill's caule, in a letter to a Friend, by Febn Knex.

.
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it is perfetly evident from his apology, and the obfervations now made
vn it, Mhat he confiders the offence taken, as originating and maintained
in a groundlefs imagination, of which uncandid and injudicious minds
alone are capable, of his having departed from, and, on the matter, im-
pugned the {tandards, while in fact he has paid them all due deference.

It is true © he feems to offer more to the purpofe when hn:* adds, that
¢ now upon further refle@ion, he is fenfible there are tdeas in thefe pu-
blications which may appear improper, and modes of expreflion ambigu-
ous and unguarded’ in the points mentioned. And as far as expreflion
is concerned, there is no reafon in one view to {ulpect his fincerity ; be-
caufe he muft have_the livelieft and ftrongeft fenfe that, on feveral fub-
jects, ambiguity was defigned, ftudied and laboured, as he did not chufe
to be plainer for the prefent; finding it rather inconfiftent with his in-
terefls, Nor has he profited (o little by late experience, as not to pers
ceive, that fome of his expreflions are not entirely guarded, that if too
ambiguous and clofe for an honelt man, thtl'er are too plain and open for
a deceiver, intending by good words and fair fpeeches to beguile the
hearts of the fimple, fince they can fearcely be miftaken by an attentive
reader, moderately inftructed in the firft principles of the oracles of
God. . :

But, in another view, this apparent acknowledgement is the thinneft
vapour, which evanifhes on the g_cntleﬂ: touch. For, it is one thing for
ideas to appear improper to people of a' certain defleription, and a very
different thing for them to be really and in themfelves fuch. We have feen
he finds no fault with his ideas in the lalt confideration of them. If he
does not abfolutely juftify them all, neither does he condemn, or ofifer
to correct any one of them. What he admits 1s no more than a pofibilicy
of their agpearing improper, without being able to comprehend the grefa-

~ bility of it among the intelligent and candid. So as to his exprefions; for,

if the words are taken in conftruction with the preceding ones, as the
fentence feems to require, he does not grant that they are unguarded

. and ambiguous in themfelves, but only that they may appear fuch to the

fame ignorant and captious people who prefume to quarrel with his i-
deas. And then, as Mr. Knox jultly obferves, fince there is no enume-
ration of thofe ideas or expreflions, nor any inftances whatever given,
every one is at liberty to felect, mark and condemn, jult as may fuit his
own h?‘puthcﬁs and talte, of the faith of the Duder, or the oppofite, a
man of letters and a critic, or a boor and an idiot. Belides, though his
fenfe of real improprieties in both thefe were exprefled in the fulleit and
moft unambiguous manner, it amounts to nothing, but that, agrecably to
his conceffions in the preamble, his publications are not ablolutely fault-
lefs, and that it is not impoflible for a very acute and inexorable critic
to efpy inaceuracies.  Is not this perfeétly conliftent, not only with his ha-
vini taught only the genuine uncorrupted dodtrines of the gofpel, but
his having taught them with uncommon juftnefs of fentiment uand preci-
fion of language? What is it, then, for him to fay, *all which ideas I
hercby difclaim, and for all which expreflions I am heartily forry#* 1t is
to hold up to the Synod, and to the world, a painted bauble, and bid them
wonder at the extraordinary [acrifices which his diftinguithed fincerity
and candour have induced him to make.

Finally, he pretends © his belief of thefe great articles,” on which the
Committee had given in their report, “as they are laid down in the flan-
dards of this church.” The natural unequivocal import of which is, that he
is fully perfuaded of the truth of the dodtrine on thefe heads, as laid down
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gree of attention, faid Creeds or, Confeffions. Nobody “f any l.-.:-h;ra!.wlcl T
formation and difcernment can be ignorant of the reign of this Jeluitical
faith in Britain; and yet it would require a brow of triple lf'l':"":‘ o O
it; fo thocking is the abufe it commits on the molft facrcd things, fo fingu-
lar an cutrage is it on the underftanding and language of men, did not
its frequency ferve to aleviate the odium, and one unpoftor ftand pled-
ged to keep another in countenance. i

'T'he fecond thing demanding our attention is lhe_ﬁr?::durr of the Synod
on this explanation and apalegy. This alfo is fo aftonithing, that one fearce-
ly knows what he fhonld think or fay. There can be no I’lal{"!‘l’:’&“”{"d
of hefitation, that the Synbd, after exprefling their utmoft ditlatisiaction
with his anfwers, ought to have ferved him with a libel in form; and, on
receiving the fame, or fimilar evafive and defenfive anfwers, to have
profecuted it to his &pfﬁm from the office of the miniftry, and a full ex-
communication from the church of Chrift, till he fhould give fatisfying evi-
dences of his ingenuous contrition, and make a particular, fu!] and une-
quivocal recantation of his numerons damnable errors. This is the good
old path marked out by the worp or Gop, and the conflitution and leses
of this church*; from which, therefore, every church, and that of Sesi/urd
in particular, departs at her higheft peril. But have the Synod walked init?
or have they not chalked out and purfued the direct contrary, when they
¢ did, and without a vote’ too, as the firongeft teftimony of their unani-
mity, € arrrove of the foregoing explanations and apalagy, receive the fame As
“satisractory, and order them to be publithed as fuch’; without the
Jlightefl expreflion of their difpleafure, or finding him in the firallef fault?
We cannot deny, how much foever it were to be wifhed we could, that
in {ome things, not all (for fuch a phenomenon, in all refpects, was never
exhibited in this country) they have trode in the fteps of their progem-
tors, fitting in the fupreme Ecclefiaftical Court. But; inftead of this be-
ing on excufe, it is an high aggravation of their condué. Evil is, and
mult be evil, how many foever are leagued in the perpetration of it; and
if Sons do not take warning from the crimes of their Fathérs, but im-
prove them as encouragements to do the fame, or worfe, they fhew de-
pravity and impenitence in their lalt ftages.

In contemplating thefe complicated fcenes of iniquity, we feel our-
{elves much in the fame condition, as the prophet in the chambers of i-
magery,+ at a lols where to begin, and fhocked in proportion to our
progrefs,

Have not the Synod in this affair, either deceived themielves, or wound-
ed their own veracity? That the Doctor’s explanations and apolory Thould
be fatisfaéiory to the Socinian part of them, is neither incredible nor ftrange;
becaufe their whole [yftem is left entire and unattacked, and their dear
brother has not only efcaped without hurt, but with uncommon applau-
{es for his docility and pacific difpofitions. It muft appear to them the
moft glorious triumph, that their fcheme abd its abettors ever obtained
in the world, as a happy prelude of ftiil greater things. But that they
thould be futigfaitory to the Calviniff part of them, il in the exercife of
their judgment, is ympoflible; becaule every one of them is confident the
Doctor retains all his former opinions, and has had the zudacity to de-
fend them, even in his explanations, and attempted to abufe thém with

* See Article 64. Stewart’s Colle@ions, P. 225, 226 233, 234 aund
Form of Precefi, chap, vii, viil. 1 Ezk. viit. 7—18.

Dda






[ 213 ]

cleareft light, declined to apply it, in a cafe where every thing called for
its vigorous exercife. What is worfe, if worfe can be, they have not cen-
fured one of his errors, nor a fingle inftance of his mifconduct ; they have
not even judicially dealt with him about them, nor fo much as pointed
them out to his confideration. On the contrary, by receiving his anfwers
ar fitisfadory, they have applauded and crowned him as a good foldier of
Jefus Chrift, who has couragioufly fought for his faith. If therelore, he
fhould finally perith, no fmall portion of his blood will Iy on their
heads.  And then,

How treacherous is fuch condudt towards the church? That it de-
ferves this epithet froo ways is manifelt. For, when fuch a controverfy
is introduced into the church, as exifted.of old in Ifrael between Gop
and Baal, what is truth and what is error, confequently on what fide lies
the duty and fin of the church in her profefling character, it belongs to
her guides, when and as far as, they themfelves are enlightened, to give
clear and decifive judgment, as thofe that watch for fouls and muft give
account; that all, efpecially thofe under their immediate care, may be
allifted to know, love and practife that truth and duty, and to detefl, a~
void, and coutend againit the oppolite error and fin *.  In fhunning this,
whatever be their pretexts and excules, they are in a fimilar crime as a
centinel of an army or garrifon, faft afleep or perfidioufly filent on his
poft. But who fees not, how high the controver{y has run in this bufi-
nefs between Gop owr Saviswr, and Socinus, or his creature and follower
Do@or MGill? And vet, for any thing the Synod bave done, the whole
world canpot tell wzat is the ground of the debate, and under which
banner church members ought to arrange themfelves. Or if we take the
matter in another light; the conftitution of this church, in her doétrine,
waorfhip and order, is committed by the church herfelf, and the ftate with
which the is allied, to the immediate protection of her own paftors and
governors, under the moft folemn vows and fubferiptions, to watch over
and gnard every part of it$. If, therefore, they fuiler it to be fubverted
or injured, without a vigorous and adequate defence, no one can be at a
lofs to determine on their conduét and find its proper name. Wherein
doces it differ from the condudt of the government of a nation, entrufted
with the whole intereflls of the community, that inftead of employing all
its powers for the defence of the fociety, fells it to the invading foe, or a-
bandons it to his depredations? Or from the behaviour of an army levied,
commiffioned and paid by the people, that in the day of battle, when all
is at hazard, inftead of cheerfully offering their lives in the difcharge of
their duty, revolts to the enemy, and turns their {words againft their
country? Befides,

How gricvoully have the precious truths of the gofpel been injured?
To thefe all are debtors, not only as they come from God, but as they
are the revelation of his adorable and gracious character, in which our
prefent and future welfare are fingularly concerned. Our other ﬂblig:t-
tions to them are ftrengthened by the relations in which we ftand to
our contemporaries and to pofterity. Peculiar duty in this kind, as in
others, falls to the courts of Chrift, which are eminently fet for the de-
fence of the gofpelf. In particular they are bound, according to the

* Jer. xv. 19—21, Ezk. xxxiii. 1—0. xxxiv. 1—21. John x, 1—13. Gal
iiv 3—j5. Rev. ii. 2. + Art. 63. iy
} Ads xv, 15—39, xvi. 4.'1 Tim. 3 15.
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calls of word and providence, faithfully to difcriminate, publifh, illufirate
and confirm them; as alfo to repel with equal courage and fortitude e-
very attack made on them, according to the nature, form and circumftan-
ces of that attack. If fo, do they not violate every obligation by a dai-
tardly concealment of the truth; much more if, by word or deed, they
reprefent, or but feem to exhibit, error as truth, efpecially if that er-
ror [trikes at the foundation of the gofpel? Is not this, under the mafk
of friendfhip, to betray and murder it? See, then, the criminality of the
Synod. For have they not from fear or fhame, or fome other principle
equally unworthy, thruft the truth out of view, when it demanded the
fulleft confeflion and cleareft difplay? Nay, by accepting the foregoing
explanations and epology as fatisfaélory, have they not, in effeét, reprefented a
mcdhg of ftrong delufions, everfive of the Chriftian faith, as if they were
only thades of difference from'that uncorrupted and falutary faich, or
rather the very fame manifeftation of God in the face of Jefus Chrilt?

Let no man talk of their appointing fwe [ections of the Confefion of

Faith to be publifhed along with the Doctor’s an{wers, as a refutation of
this charge: for the fmalleft portion of common fenfe muft feel the futi-
lity of the reply. Had they, indeed, publifhed the feveral fections of
that excellent fummary in relation to the points in queltion, as the ve
dodtrine according to godlinefs, which they and their people are bound
to receive and hold, in oppofition to the herely and blafphemy of the
Eflay: or had they judicially received the report of the Committee, as far
as they found it jult and fupported by proper evidence, and publithed
it, as at once a warning and a fund of inftruction to their people, fome-
thing to the purpole would have been done. DBut, alas! barely to print
two fedtions, without fo much as a fingle word applying them to the cale
in hand, what is it? No more certainly than a fynodical intimation, that
thele fections, being found in the Confefion, contain the {tandard doétrine
of the Church on thefe two heads, as if this had hitherto been a pro-
found fecret, or through fome general phrenfly had begun to be called in
doubt; while the Doctor’s Effay, impugning that fame doétrine, has un~
difturbed pofleflion of the public, and his judicial adherence to it, and
defence of it, {tands as saTisracTory on the records of Synod. That
this, and no more, is the meaning of it, the unanimity of the Synod, in
the appointment, affords the firongeft collateral evidence; becaufe it is
a notorious fact, that many of its members do not believe and teach the
dodtrine of thefe fections, but hold the very fame opinions as the Doc-
tor; and therefore could never concur in an unequivocal declaration,
that the former is the truefaith of Chriftians, and their faith. And is this
to coutend carieffly for the faith once delivered to the faints? Or is it not,
under a pretence of honouring the faith, to force its homage to a mif-
creant ufurper fabricated by the Dedior, after the Synod themfelves have,
in deep obeifance, bowed the knee ?

With all this, the reader has long ago anticipated the neceffary remark
on the four poifonous leaven, which the Synod have induftrioufly kneaded
into their church fellowthip. ‘The communion of the church is, among
other purpofes, intended by her Heap to bea fair illuftrious emblem and
pledge of the fellowfhip of the faints in light. Into it nothing that is
unclean and defileth fhould be allowed to enter, as far as the means of
divine appointment, fuited to this imperfect ftate, can hinder the intru-
fion. Such, however, are falfe teachers and feducers, as well as profli-
gate livers. ‘The more numerous and grofs their errors, the more active
and audacious they are in [preading them, aud the greater their obitina-
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ey In adhering to and defending them, always the worfe. They area
leaven which,as far as it goes, renders the fellowfhip of the church high-
ly offenfive to God, as contrary to his exprefs prefeription,and defeating
all the important ends of irs inftitution, and is molt pernicious to the
church herfelf, as it is calculated for, and cannot but have a powerflul
operation in infecting her purer members, in depriving hcf of the Lord's
prefence in his ordinances, and at length drawing down his wrath to her
utter defolation *, They ought, therefore, to be abfolutely debarred;
or if they creep in unawares, which is no uncommon cafe, the firit oppor-
tunity of difcovering them to conviction, marked with obftinacy, flhould
be feized for their expulfion. But in contempt of thefe things, undeni-
able as they are, the Dodfor is retained not only in Chriftian, but minifte-
rial communion, and fo in full powers of fpreading the deftruétive con-
tagion. Hereby the whole fellowfhip of the church is leavened. All
her minifters and members, whatever be f{aid of the perfonal foundnels
and purity of many of them, mult be confidered, both by God and men,
a5 one bread and ene body with him+. And what a guilty hazardous con-
mexion this is, merits their moft ferious and deliberate reflection. -

Should we not add the encouragement held out by the Synod to thofe
of the fame faith with the Doétor, now to come forward, and avow them-
felves in a manner becoming their caufe, and their own dignity? It is
not to be doubted, that numbers of Clergymen throughout the national
church, have been long eftablifthed in Socinizn doctrines, and have daily
inculcated them, as far as they deemed it confiftent with their outward
eafe and fafety. At leaft, this is the general complaint of the founder,

more ferious and intelligent part of the people, fupported by the unfoli-
cited teflimony of the better fort of minifters in all quarters. Yet few
of them have had courage enough to ftep into broad day with their opi-
nions, and none of them to the degree the Doior and his Colleague have
done. If the probable defection of their hearers to the Difenting interelt
has detered them on the one hand we may believe an apprehenfion of
provoking difcipline, much difufed and enervated as it is, has dithearte-
ned them on the other. But now all fears of the laft, they are perfuaded,
may be given to the wind. So troublefome has the late procefs proved
to the adverfe party, fo miferably has it been managed, and to fuch a
pitiful iffue has it come, that it 1s not likely another of the fame kind
thall foon, if ever, be inftituted in this church. Thongh it were, they
forefee and can calily provide themfelves for the worflt, a few dry and
fallacious compliments to the Confeffion of Faith and the conftitution, with
claims of gaod intentions, and conceflions of failures and blemifhes.—
Thus armed, they may go from pulpit to prefs, with the unvailed myfte-
ries of their fcheme, in a ftate of the moft perfect fecurity; till the Caloi-
aifm of the Church of Sestlard be, as it ought, confined to her mufty worm-
caten ftandards, or driven under the paltry protection of a few bafe and
Janatical Diffenters. ;

Several other things contributing to the indelible reproach of ¢ this
fettlement of the matter’ by the Synod, will occur to every thinking
impartial mind; but what has been fuggefled feems to carry its own
evidence. If fo, they can have no reafon to value themfelves on their
* harmony and concord,’ but very much to the contrary. Thefe may

i
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prevailin a bad caufe, as well as a good oney and fuch is th :
lapfed nature, that they are ufu Iy moil t;mim:nt in the Fufn::iﬁ$r
have many inftances on facred record, in which fuch unanimity, i;.rt:a;
{:-f: recommending the parties and their proceedings, have ﬂintp::d them
with double infamv*. Hiftorians of all ages have tranfmitted examples
of a fimilar kind, much celebrated by thofe that formed them andpu.
probated by all pﬂ[h:ritl{. "That exhibited by the Synod uppﬂ:r; one of
the molt aftonithing and difgraceful. Not, indeed, on the i:part of the
" Sacingans; it 15 what might have heen expected of them: They aéted con-
fiftently, and for the honour of their caufe and its votaries. = But on the
part of thofe who profefs themfelves the friends of Jefus Chrift in his
real character, of the gofpel, and of the confltitution. What an unpara-
lelled and horrible confederacy againft all thefe was their h:rmnn]r and
concord! Not one of them to be found poflefling fo much integrity, re-
folution and =zeal, as to infift for another ©fettlement of the matt-_-},‘ to
move for it, or to give a diffenting voice! Alas, “ the children of Eplraim
- being armed and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle. Thc;
kept not the covenant of God, and refufed to walk in his law$.” How
unlike Lewi, in the day of his trial, * who faid unto his father and mo-
ther, I have not feen him; neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor
knew his own children : for they have obferved thy word, and kept thy
covenant}?” It may be pofiible for them to triumph in their harmony
and concord now, particularly while receiving the hollow compliments
of Sccinians for their prudence, moderation and charity; but it is a cir-
cumftance which will cover them with confufion and thame another day.
Yet that is not all, for, d '
They are ¢ convinced that what they have done will, under the blef- |
fing of God, tend to promote peace and #ruth in this Church:’ In the firft i
edition of thefe minutes, faid to have been publifhed by their Clerk, un-
der their authority, * they hoped likewife, that the termingting of the
affair in this manner would tend to preferve the authority of the flandards §.
But it fhould {eem the record was not then corrected, or that the Clerk
had exceeded his powers, for that hope is now vanifhed. So far well, as |
1t was indeed the balelefs fabric of a vifion. For the ftandards, long ac-
cuftomed to all forts of contempt and infult, never met with fuch com-
plicated and foul indignities, fince the Church received and erected them,
as in this caufe. The Synod did right, therefore, not to hold them in the
light here, but to bury them in their ufual darknefs, and to extinguifh
all hopes, if ever they exifted, of their deriving any crédit and authori-
ty from fuch a decifion. It is a pity, however, the correétion extends no
farther than the article of the ﬁaﬂ'tzlrds, particularly to the words now
quoted. Tor can the Synod be ferious in exprefling their conviction?
How could it arife? On what ground does it ftand? Are any ideas
annexed to the words? Or can the whole world afcertain them? Ong
fhould think by the ‘frugh,’ they mean the truth of the gofpel, as it lies
in the feripture, and is fummarily ftated in our Confeffon and Catechifins.
But how, and with whom fhall #is truth be promoted by their doings?
—With the Duer and bis Friends? Are they likely to be enlightened, con-
vinced and reclaimed by fuch meafures? or rather, fhall they not cer-
tainly be confirmed and eftablifhed in their errors?—=With themfelve: f

.
* 1 Kings xix. 0. Matth. xxvi. 63, 66. A&s vii, §7—59. 3ix, 2834,
Rv. xiii. 3, 5. 1 PL Ixxviii. g, 10. } Deut. xxxiil. 9.  § Glyfrow ddver~
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What new evidence and credit has it acquired with them? or rathers
what have they not done to weaken its evidence, leflen its importance, and
fink its eftimation?—With the dififed church in this country, and the
wworld around ?  Has' it recgived any farther illuftration, any additional
ftrength of argnment, or any honourable teflimony to its excellence and
utility, for their fake? Or rather, is it not impoflible for them, by all
the labours of the Synod, fo much as to know what they underftand by
the truth; unlefs the Socinian tenets taught in the Doctor’s Efay, the ex-
planations and defence of which they have received as fatisfeétory, be that
very truth moft pure?  Promote the truth! when,as we have feen, all done
to this purpofe is a’folemn harmonious burial of it, with a fplendid
monument eteéted on its grave, to Dodor M*Gill and Swinianifm! And
then
* For the® peace;” by it they fhould mean the “ uniTy oF Tz SerrrT in the
bond of peace;” but they cannot. That peace difclaims them and their
proceedings ; becaufe it never can exift in a ftate of frparation from the
¢ruth, and the duty we owe it, ftill lefs where truth is {icrificed at the al-
tar of peace; more than the Spirit of God, who is the Spirit hoth of
truth and peace, can be inconfiltent with himfelf, and deftroy one part
of his work, which has an eflential connexion with another, and is the
very foundation on which it ftands. Nor can they mean a peace, which
fhall leave even their church in the undifturbed pofleflion of what fhe
has attained, through the effetual meafures taken by them to reprefs the
activity and prefumption of Secinian herely and blafphemy; becaufle, they
themfelves being judges, that infolent {pirit of error has not received the
{mtalleft correction, or the flighteft mark of difplcafure. On the contra-
ry, they have fawned on him, cherithed and fed him. They bave endow-
ed him with greater powers than ever he poflelled before, or could have
attained otherwife, to wage unceafing and fuccefsful war with this church,
till he has entirely fubjugated and delolated her. Nay, they have pre-
pared the field for him, and, upon the matter, become his heralds and
foldiers,
- What peace, then, have they laboured to promote? Such a peace as
has long reigned in the church of England; in which, though (he has her
Avrticles and Homilies and Sulferiptions, every man, clergy and laity, is at
liberty to receive and teach what doétrines he pleales, from thofe of
David Hume and Foltaire to thofe of the apofile Paul; provided he makes
proper comgés to the Epifeopal Mitrz, Book of Cammon Prayer, and the A& of
aniformity. Or a peace Jhll more firikingly difplayed in the church of
Rome; in which, though fhe provides and applies as many fwaddling
bands and"leading {trings to her fons, as, one fhould think, would be in-
finitely more than fufficient to prevent their departure from her Creed a
fingle hairs breadth, you may find all forts of opinions and parties, fects,
and factions, that the imagination of man ever formed, and beyond what
ever entered into the heart of any one man to conceive, all ]i‘\'ing in per-
fect accord and in one holy communion, without a queftion; provided’
his HorLinEss receive the accuftomed honours, and Muther Churck be not
in open blafphemy pronounced a Harlet. Such a peace, in (hort, as
would exift in the Britifp empire, fhould every man’s mind be his rule;
provided all the facred forms of the conftitution were preferved: or, as
is enjoyed in the bofom of an individual, the fport of every diabolical
paflion or beaftly appetite, under the dominion of ¢ the f{trong man arm-
ed who keepeth his palace, fo that his goods are in peace.’

The apparently pious reference to ¢ the blefling of God’ does not i=

Ees






[ 219 ]

be made? That fome of them are refpectable and good men, inftead of
leflening, enbances their eriminality *. '

It has been faid, the ftate of the Defor’s family called for {ympathy,
And why not fympathize with him 7 They owed him this, and all proper
evidences and fruits of it; they would have becn exceedingly culpable
in withholding it. » But did the tenderelt and moft powerful fympathy re-
quire that the glories of our divine Lord, the unfpeakah'l;,’ precious and
important truths of the gofpel, with the conflitution and nterefls of the
church, fhould be'laid under his feet ! Ought not the impdroal .nd faith-
ful exercife of difcipline to have aided the other operations of God's hand
againt him for his conviction, humiliation and ecovery? Or if the cir-
circumfitances of thefe for the prefent were fuch as to juftify the fufpenjion
of the profecution, were they alio reafon fuificient, not only for totally
abandoning it, but for making fuch a fettlement with him as has been
defcribed ! If this be love, it is fuch love as faith never produced.

To the fame purpofe, it has been urged, that the orthedox were taken
by furprife. And, in fome refpects, this may be true. It is very pro-
bable, from the (tate of the affair prior to the meeting of Synod, they
had no expectation the Dséfor and his friends would make fuch a man-
ceuvre in that ftage of the buhnels; a manzuvre that was worthy of them;
and the more fo, if the intention of it was clofely concealed. But, in o-
ther refpects, there could be no furprife in the cafe. The membes. of
the Committee had full time to hear, confider and reafon on his concef-
fions; fo much indeed, and to {fuch fatisfaction, that t unanimouily
agreed, oytbodox and betervdox, to concur with the Doéfor in offering his
paper, as ‘in every refpect’ correlponding with his proteiled © ditpohition
to make fuitable acknowledgments, and reftore peacet.” And, as the re-
manent members of Synod bad public and fair warning of this defign
being on foot, and nominated the Committee to mature it, ought they
not to have confidered, in the interval of this caufe, what acknowledg-
ments on the part of the Dofior were to be deemed fuitable, as the terms
of peace; the rather fince the meaiure was unexpected, and they could
not but know the Swcivians would contrive and improve advantages ?
Whatever affairs were under difcuflion during that interval, there could
not be among them a man of common {enfe, and nnpreiled with the im-
poertance of this caufe, whole mind did not run out upon the Committee
and their report; and who, theretore, was unprepared to det rmiue,
whether the anfwers given in were fatisfactory or not.  Befides, haviog
engaged in this profecution, and relolved to fupport it till broughr to
an honourable iifue, it was their ddty te have turned it on all fides, and
to have ftood prepared for all events in every Court.  To fuppole they

id not, is to refleck as feverely upon their underftanding as thar con-
feience, and to declare that wath all their learning, dignities and cxpe-
rience, they are ignorant how to condué¢t a buiineis in the houle of
God, moit particularly and tully provided for by the conititution and
laws of the houfe.  The form it atfumed at the Synod was what every
perion of ordinary difcernment, in the leait veriant in the atfairs of s
church, could oot but forefce it would take {ooner or later. if .0, what
didfereace did it make in point of furg~ife, whether this was done in the
Synod or Geueral Affemblye  He cannot be a iriend oi the tormer, who
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difpenfible neceflity of the ftep they have taken; as alfo of their conti-
nuing, amidft all reproaches of pride, party fpirit, bigotry, fapaticiim,
and uther hard words, {tedfalt and immovable in a feparate ftate; where
they are at liberty to reform themfelves, and to enjoy the doctrines
and ordinances of Jesus CurisT in their native aqd unaﬁlnitrrat::d purity.
To whatcver contumely and hardfhips of various kuu:isi this has, ¢r
may in future fubjeét them, if they have adted in fimplicity and _i‘g;lm‘..l_l[)r
fincerity, as it is to be hoped multitudes of them have done, bis praiic
fhould at all times be in their mouth, fubftantiated by the beauties of
holinels in their converfation, who has, in his adorable fovercignty and
free grace, given them counfel. It is a moft diftinét and loud call, on the
other hand, to the friends of our Lord, of his precious gofpel and hely
inftiturions, whether minifters or ;Jtuplt,, ftill remaining in her_ commu=
nion, to confider ferioufly and impartially, as in God’s fight, their fin and
danger, and under his good hand, fhaking off their weak prejudices in
favour of a moft corrupt and ruinous effablifbment, to follow the example
of their brethren, and go forth unto nim without the camp, bearing his
reproach *.  Viewing things through the proper medium, they cannot
fail to perceive the honour of their Lord and Savicur, the prefervation
of his truths and ordinances, the welfare of their own fouls, the good of
pofterity, and even their regard to that very church, in which they have
continued by much too long and been perpetual {nares to one another,
inviting, nay,in the warmelt and moft importunate manner urging them
to this. But if, from one corrupt principle or another, perhaps altoge-
ther or in a great meafure hid from them, they cannot prevail with themn-
felves, all at once, to go the fame lengths which many thoufands of their
countrymen and fellow Chriftians have gone, with abundant tokens of
divine approbation; it would be a {fign of their not being wholly at eafe
in tins ever darkening day of Jacob’s trouble, if they would, agrecably
to the hints thrown out by the above-mentioned writer, enter into con-
flitutional and well concerted aflociations, either for libelling the Ayr
Doétors in form, and bringing them and their herefies to condign puniih-
ment, or for roufing the courts, with which they are unhappily connec-
ted, toemploy their intrinfic powers for that neceffary and falutary puz-
pole. If they fhall decline this alfo, ftill there is no doubt but delive-
rance will come, becaufe the time to favour Zien is fet, and faft approach-
ing in all parts of the world; but refufing the honour and comfort of
forwarding that deliverance, they fhall bear the guilt and fhame of re-
tarding ity forit is the teftimony ef Jesus, that ¢ he that is not with him
is againft him, and he that gathereth not with him feattereth abroadt.’

* 0 God, remember thy congregation which thou haft purchafed of
old: the rod of thine inheritance which thou haft redeemed, this mount
Zion wherein thou haft dwelt. Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual de-
folations; even all that the enemy hath done wickedly in the fan&uary,
Thine enemies rore in-the midft of thy congregations: they fet up their

. enfigns for figns. A man was famous, according as he had lifted up axes
upon the thick trees. But now they break down the carved work thereot
at once, with axes and hammers. They have caft fire into thy fanctua-

rz, they have defiled by cafting down the dwelling place of thy name to
the ground {.” ;

® Heb. xiii. 13. 4 Matth. xii. 0. § Pf, Ixxiv. 1—7,
THE END,
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