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120 AN HISTORICAL ESSAY

¢« complying with our requeft, you will
¢ greatly oblige us, and may God con-
¢ tinue his protection towards you. Gi-
¢« ven at Fontainbleau, &c.”{

The pacific tone which Henry II. made
ufe of had but little effect on the inferior
clergy; the war was too much kindled ;
every day produced new {cenes and new
attacks by the mutineers, and new at-
tempts by the king to quiet them. The
canons of Mans refufed to receive car-
dinal Angennes for their bithop, on ac-
count of his long beard. The cardinal
wrote to them to prepofiefs them in his
favour, and the king wrote to them like-
wife to calm them, but they would liften
to nothing, and the prince was obliged
to fend an abfolute order to the chapter
of Mans, requiring them to receive the
faid bifhop without infifting on his being
fhaved. Some years after, the canons of
Orleans made a difficulty of receiving
Morvillier for their bifhop : the king
was again obliged to write to the canons,
to defire them to receive him with his
beard. The canons of Amiens likewife
refufed their bifhop, and he was obliged
to have a famous law-fuit with them to
{fuftain the caufe of his long beard.

About

T This letter is taken de weterum Scriptorum & ampliffima
colleftioy vols is by Martenne and Durand,










































134 AN HISTORICAL ESSIAY

“ this to the part, they prefs the rings
¢ together, and with a fudden twitch
¢ draw out all the hairs that are inclofed
““ between them.”* Carver’s Trawvels,
page 225.

The mafk of Montezuma’s armour,
(the laft king of Mexico,) preferved at
Bruffels, and on which there are very
long whifkers, feems to confirm the ob-
fervations of captains Cook and Carver:
it i1s evident that the Americans would
not have imitated this ornament of man,
if nature had not prefented them with
the model.

Therefore, the obfervations made by
captain Cook on the weft coaft of Ame-
rica, thofe of captain Carver in the inner
part of the continent, and the monument
of the ancient cuftoms of Mexico, which
prefent us with Montezuma’s whifker’d
mafk, prove that the affertion of the hif-
torians againft American beards is at leaft
doubtful, if it is not deftitcute of foun-
dation.

According to the oblervations of all
travellers, it is certain that the men who
inhabit the temperate zones, and are moft

advantageoufly

* The iflanders of Sumatra pluck out their beards in the
fame manner. (See Cook’s third voyage, vol. iii.)
























42 AN HISTORICAL ESSAY

to inftruét them, or to merit their con-
fidence, to let their beards grow out
quite, whilft the foldier thould only wear
whifkers, which give a man a martial,
brifk look.

Showld the example of fome great men,
or fome political event, at length revive
the mode of long beards, our delicatenefs
and urbanity might again be reconciled
with the majefty of man. Would it not
be pofiible for people of good tafte to
give the beard an agreeable form, in the
fame manner as was done fome centuries
ago? This attention, employing thofe
who take a great deal of pains about
adorning their pretty perfons, would di-
vert them perhaps from a more dan-
gerous luxury. Befides the refpeét of
one man to another, and of one fex to
that which is its fuperior; this cuftom
would produce another advantage. The
refemblance of the two fexes feems to
incline men to thofe thameful debauch-
eries which formerly foiled the glory of
Greece and Rome, debaucheries that
one hardly dares mention, and which a
more particular diftintion between men
and women would greatly contribute to
deftroy. "

It can never be denied; a man fhould
appear what nature made him: this is

the





















