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ifland of Owhyhee, in a diftri¢t called Akona. It is

about a mile in depth, and bounded by two low
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On the North point, which is flat and barren, ftands the
village of Kowrowa; and in the bottom of the bay, near a
grove of tall cocoa-nut trees, there is another village of a
more confiderable fize, called Kakooa : between them runs
a high rocky cliff; inacceffible from the {ea fhore. On the
South fide, the coaft, for about a mile inland, has a rugged
appearance ; beyond which the country rifes with a gra-
dual afcent, and is over{pread with cultivated inclofures
and groves of cocoa-nut trees, where the habitations of the
natives are fcattered in great numbers. The fhore, all
round the bay, is covered with a black coral rock, which
makes the landing very dangerous in rough weather; ex-
cept at the village of Kakooa, where there is a fine fandy
beach, with a Moraj, or burying-place, at one extremity,
and a fmall well of frefh water, at the other. This bay
appearing to Captain Cook a proper place to refit the fhips,
and lay in an additional fupply of water and provifions, we
moored on the North fide, about a quarter of a mile from
the thore, Kowrowa bearing Weft North Wett.

As foon as the inhabitants perceived our intention of
anchoring in the bay, they came off from the fhore in afto-
nifhing numbers, and exprefled their joy by finging and
fhouting, and exhibiting a variety of wild and extravagant
geftures. The fides, the decks, and rigging of both fhips
were foon completely covered with them ; and a multitude
of women and boys, who had not been able to get canoes,
came fwimming round us in fhoals ; many of whom not
finding room on board, remained the whole day playing in
the water.

Among the chiefs who came on board the Refolution,
was a young man, called Pareea, whom we foon perceived
to be a perfon of great authority. On prefenting himfelf to

Captain



THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

Captain Cook, he told him, that he was Fakanee # to the
king of the ifland, who was at that time engaged on a mi-
litary expedition at Mowee, and was expeéted to return
within three or four days. A few prefents from Captain
Cook attached him entirely to our interefts, and he became
exceedingly ufeful to us in the management of his country-
men, as we had foon occafion to experience. For we had
not been long at anchor, when it was obferved that the
Difcovery had fuch a number of people hanging on one
fide, as occafioned her to heel confiderably ; and that the
men were unable to keep off the crowds which continued
prefling into her. Captain Cook, being apprehenfive that
fhe might fuffer fome injury, pointed out the danger to
Pareea, who immediately went to their afliftance, cleared
the fhip of its incumbrances, and drove away the canoes
that furrounded her.

The authority of the chiefs over the inferior people
appeared from this incident to be of the moft defpotic
kind. A fimilar inftance of it happened the fame day
on board the Refolution ; where the crowd being {o
great, as to impede the neceflary bufinefs of the fthip,
we were obliged to have recourfe to the affiftance of
Kaneena, another of their chiefs, who had likewife at-
tached himfelf to Captain Cook. The inconvenience we
laboured under being made known, he immediately or-
dered his countrymen to quit the veflel; and we were
not a little furprized to fee them jump overboard, with-
out a moment’s hefitation ; all except one man, who loi-
tering behind, and fhewing fome unwillingnefs to obey,

* We afterward met with feveral others of the fame denomination ; but whether it be
an office, or fome degree of affinity, we could never learn with certainty.

B 2 + Kaneens

1779.
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Kaneena took him up in his arms, and threw him into the
fea.

Both thefe chiefs were men of ftrong and well-propor-
tioned bodies, and of countenances remarkably pleafing.
Kaneena efpecially, whofe portrait Mr. Webber has drawn,
was one of the fineft men I ever {faw. He was about
fix feet high, had regular and expreflive features, with
lively, dark eyes; his carriage was eafy, firm, and grace-
ful.

It has been already mentioned, that during our long
cruife off this ifland, the inhabitants had always behaved
with great fairnefs and honefty in their dealings, and had
not fhewn the {lighteft propenfity to theft ; which appeared
to us the more extraordinary, becaufe thofe with whom we
had hitherto held any intercourfe, were of the loweft rank,
either {fervants or fithermen. We now found the cafe ex-
ceedingly altered. The immenfe crowd of iflanders, which
blocked up every part of the thips, not only afforded fre-
quent opportunity of pilfering without rifk of difcovery,
but our inferiority in number held forth a profpeé&t of
efcaping with impunity in cafe of detetion. Another cir-
cumitance, to which we attributed this alteration in their
behaviour, was the prefence and encouragement of their
chiefs ; for, generally tracing the booty into the pofleflion
of fome men of confequence, we had the ftrongeft reafon
to fufpect that thefe depredations were committed at their
inftigation.

Soon after the Refolution had got into her ftation, our
two friends, Pareea and Kaneena, brought on board a third
chief, named Koah, who, we were told, was a prieft, and
had been, in his youth, a diftinguithed warrior. He was
a little old man, of an emaciated figure ; his eyes exceed-

ingly



THE PACIFIC OCE.AN.

ingly fore and red, and his body covered with a white le-
prous fcurf, the effects of an immoderate ufe of the ava.
Being led into the cabin, he approached Captain Cook with
great veneration, and threw over his fhoulders a piece of
red cloth, which he had brought along with him. Then
{tepping a few paces back, he made an offering of a {fmall
pig, which he held in his hand, whilft he pronounced a
difcourfe that lafted for a confiderable time. This ceremony
was frequently repeated during our {ftay at Owhyhee, and
appeared to us, from many circumftances, to be a fort of
religious adoration. Their idols we found always arrayed
with red cloth, in the {fame manner as was done to Captain
Cook ; and a fmall pig was their ufual offering to the Earooas.
Their {peeches, or prayers, were uttered too with a readi-
nefs and volubility that indicated them to be according to
fome formulary.

When this ceremony was over, Koah dined with Captain
Cook, eating plentifully of what was fet before him ; but,
like the reft of the inhabitants of the iflands in thefe
Seas, could f{carcely be prevailed on to tafte a fecond time
our wine or {pirits. In the evening, Captain Cook, attended
by Mr. Bayly and myf{elf, acompanied him on fhore. We
landed at the beach, and were received by four men, who
carried wands tipt with dog’s hair, and marched before us,
pronouncing with a loud veice a fhort fentence, in which
we could only diftinguifh the word Orono #. The crowd,
which had been colle¢ted on the fhore, retired at our ap-

* Captain Cook generally went by this name amongft the natives of Dw.h}'hzr: : but
we could never learn its precife meaning. Sometimes they applied it to an invifible
being, who, they faid, lived in the heavens. We alfo found that it was a title belonging
to a perfonage of great rank and power in the ifland, who refembles pretty much the
Delai Lama of the Tartars, and the ecclefiaftical emperor of Japan.

proach ;.

1779
January.
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proach ; and not a perfon was to be {een, except a few lying
proftrate on the ground, near the huts of the adjoining
village.

Before I proceed to relate the adoration that was paid to
Captain Cook, and the peculiar ceremonies with which he
was received on this fatal ifland, it will be neceffary to de-
fcribe the Morai, fituated, as I have already mentioned, at
the South fide of the beach at Katooa. It was a {quare folid
pile of ftones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, and
fourteen in height. The top was flat, and well paved, and
furrounded by a wooden rail, on which were fixed the {fculls
of the captives, facrificed on the death of their chiefs. In
the centre of the area, ftood a ruinous old building of wood,
connected with the rail, on each fide, by a ftone wall, which
divided the whole {pace into two parts. On the fide next
the country, were five poles, upward of twenty feet high,
fupporting an irregular kind of fcaffold ; on the oppofite
fide, toward the fea, ftood two fmall houfes, with a covered
communication. !

We were conducted by Koah to the top of this pile by
an eafy afcent, leading from the beach to the North Weit
corner of the area. At the entrance, we faw two large
wooden images, with features violently diftorted, and a
long piece of carved wood, of a conical form inverted, rifing
from the top of their heads ; the reft was without form, and
wrapped round with red cloth. We were here met by a
tall young man with a long beard, who prefented Captain
Cook to the images, and after chanting a kind of hymn,
in which he was joined by Koah, they led us to that end
of the Morai, where the five poles were fixed. At the
foot of them were twelve images ranged in a {emicir-

cular form, and before the middle figure ftood a high
{tand
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ftand or table, exaétly refembling the #hatta * of Otaheite,
on which lay a putrid hog, and under it pieces of {ugar-
cane, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, plantains, and fweet pota-
toes. Koah having placed the Captain under this ftand,
took down the hog, and held it toward him; and after
having a fecond time addrefled him in a long {peech, pro-
nounced with much vehemence and rapidity, he let it fall
on the ground, and led him to the {caffolding, which they
began to climb together, not without great rilk of falling.
At this time we faw, coming in folemn proceflion, at the
entrance of the top of the Moras, ten men carrying a
live hog, and a large piece of red cloth. Being advanced
a few paces, they ftopped, and proftrated themfelves ; and
Kaireekeea, the young man above-mentioned, went to
them, and receiving the cloth, carried it to Koah, who
wrapped it round the Captain, and afterward offered him
the hog, which was brought by Kaireekeea with the fame
ceremony.

Whilft Captain Cook was aloft, in this aukward fituation,
fwathed round with red cloth, and with difficulty keeping
his hold amongf{t the pieces of rotten {caffolding, Kaireekeea
and Koah began their office, chanting fometimes in concert,
and fometimes alternately. This lafted a confiderable time ;
at length Koah let the hog drop, when he and the Captain
defcended together. He then led him to the images before
mentioned, and having faid fomething to each in a {neer-
ing tone, fnapping his fingers at them as he pafled, he
brought him to that in the centre, which, from its being
covered with red cloth, appeared to be in greater eftima-
tion than the reft. Before this figure he proftrated himfelf,
and kiffed it, defiring Captain Cook to do the {fame; who

* See Captain Cook’s former Voyage.
fuffered
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fuffered himfelf to be direted by Koah throughout the
whole of this ceremony.

We were now led back into the other divifion of the
Morai, where there was a fpace, ten or twelve feet {quare,
funk about three feet below the level of the area. Into this
we defcended, and Captain Cook was {feated between two
wooden idols, Koah fupporting one of his arms, whilft I
was defired to fupport the other. At this time, arrived a
fecond proceflion of natives, carrying a baked hog, and a
pudding, fome bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other vegeta-
bles. When they approached us, Kaireekeea put himfelf
at their head, and prefenting the pig to Captain Cook in
the ufual manner, began the fame kind of chant as be-
fore, his companions making regular refponfes. We ob-
{ferved, that after every refponfe, their parts became gradu-
ally fhorter, till, toward the clofe, Kaireekeea’s confifted of
only two or three words, which the reft anfwered by the
word Orono.

When this offering was concluded, which lafted a quarter
of an hour, the natives {fat down fronting us, and began
to cut up the baked hog, to peel the vegetables, and break
the cocoa-nuts ; whilft others employed themfelves in brew-
ing the ava; which is done by chewing it, in the fame
manner as at the Friendly Iflands. Kaireekeea then took
part of the kernel of a cocoa-nut, which he chewed, and
wrapping it in a piece of cloth, rubbed with it the Captain’s
face, head, hands, arms, and fhoulders. The ava was
then handed round, and after we had tafted it, Koah and
Pareea began to pull the fleth of the hog in pieces, and to
put it into our mouths. I had no great objection to being
fed by Pareea, who was very cleanly in his perfon; but
Captain Cook, who was ferved by Koah, recollecting the

putrid
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putrid hog, could not {wallow a morfel ; and his reluctance,
as may be fuppofed, was not diminifhed, when the old man,
according to his own mode of civility, had chewed it for
him.

When this laft ceremony was finifhed, which Captain
Cook put an end to as {foon as he decently could, we quitted
the Morays, after diftributing amongit the people fome pieces
of iron and other trifles, with which they {feemed highly
gratified. The men with wands conduéted us to the boats,
repeating the fame words as before. The people again re-
tired, and the few that remained, proftrated themielves as
we pafled along the fhore. We immediately went on board,
our minds full of what we had feen, and extremely well
fatisfied with the good difpofition of our new friends. The
meaning of the various ceremonies, with which we had
been received, and which, on account of their novelty and
fingularity, have been related at length, can only be the
fubject of conjeftures, and thofe uncertain and partial:
they were, however, without doubt, expreflive of high re-
fpect on the part of the natives; and, as far as related to
the perfon of Captain Cook, they feemed approaching to
adoration.

The next morning, I went on fhore with a guard of eight
marines, including the corporal and lieutenant, having or-
ders to erect the obfervatory in fuch a fituation as might
beft enable me to fuperintend and proteét the waterers, and
the other working parties that were to be on fhore. As
we were viewing a {pot conveniently fituated for this pur-
pofe, in the middle of the village, Pareea, who was always
ready to thew both his power and his good-will, offered to
pull down fome houfes that would have obftructed our ob-
fervations. However, we thought it proper to decline this

You. III. C Saealier;
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offer, and fixed on a field of {weet potatoes adjoining to the
Morai, which was readily granted us; and the priefts, to
prevent the intrufion of the natives, immediately confe-
crated the place, by fixing their wands round the wall by
which it was inclofed.

This {ort of religious interdiction they call zaboo; a word
we heard often repeated, during our ftay amongit thefe
iflanders, and found to be of very powerful and extenfive
operation. A more particular explanation of it will be
given in the general account of thefe iflands, under the
article of religion; at prefent it is only neceffary to obferve,
that it procured us even more privacy than we defired. No
canoes ever prefumed to land near us; the natives fat on
the wall, but none offered to come within the zabdooed {pace,
till he had obtained our permiffion. But though the men,
at our requeflt, would come acrofs the field with provifions,
vet not all our endeavours could prevail on the women to
approach us. Prefents were tried, but without effect ; Pareea
and Koah were tempted to bring them, but in vain; we
were invariably an{wered, that the Eafooa and Terreeoboo
(which was the name of their king) would kill them. This
circumitance afforded no fmall matter of amufement to our
friends on board, where the crowds of people, and parti-
cularly of women, that continued to flock thither, obliged
them almoft every hour to clear the veflel, in order to have
room to do the neceffary duties of the fhip. On thefe oc-
cafions, two or three hundred women were frequently made
to jump into the water at once, where they continued {wim-
ming and playing about, till they could again procure ad-
mittance.

From the 1gth to the 24th, when Pareea and Koah left
us to attend Terreeoboo, who had, landed on {fome other

part
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part of the ifland, nothing very material happened on
board. The caulkers were fet to work on the fides of the
thips, and the rigging was carefully overhauled and re-
paired. The falting of hogs for fea-ftore was alfo a con-
ftant, and one of the principal objects of Captain Cook’s
attention. As the fuccefs we met with in this experiment,
during our prefent voyage, was much more complete than
it had been in any former attempt of the fame kind, it may
not be improper to give an account of the detail of the
operation.

It has generally been thought impraéticable to cure the
flefh of animals by falting, in tropical climates; the pro-
grefs of putrefaction being fo rapid, as not to allow time
for the {alt to take (as they exprefs it) before the meat gets
a taint, which prevents the effet of the pickle. We do not
find that experiments relative to this fubjeét have been made
by the navigators of any nation before Captain Cook. In
his firft trials, which were made in 1774, during his {fecond
voyage to the Pacific Ocean, the fuccefs he met with, though
very imperfect, was yet {ufficient to convince him of the
error of the received opinion. As the voyage, in which he
was now engaged, was likely to be protracted a year beyond
the time for which the fhips had been victualled, he was
under the neceflity of providing, by fome fuch means, for
the fubfiftence of the crews, or of relinquifhing the further
profecution of his difcoveries. He therefore loft no oppor-
tunity of renewing his attempts, and the event anfwered his
moft fanguine expectations.

The hogs, which we made ufe of for this purpofe, were
of various fizes, weighing from four to twelve ftone #, The
time of flaughtering was always in the afternoon; and as

* 14lb.
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foon as the hair was {calded off, and the entrails removed,
the hog was divided into pieces of four or eight pounds
each, and the bones of the legs and chine taken out; and,
in the larger fort, the ribs alfo. Every piece then being
carefully wiped and examined, and the veins cleared of the
coagulated blood, they were handed to the falters, whilit the
flefh remained ftill warm. After they had been well rub-
bed with falt, they were placed in a heap, on a ftage raifed
in the open air, covered with planks, and preflfed with the
heavieft weights we could lay on them. In this fituation
they remained till the next evening, when they were

again well wiped and examined, and the fufpicious parts

taken away. They were then put into a tub of firong
pickle, where they were always looked over once or twice
a day, and if any piece had not taken the falt, which was
readily difcovered by the imell of the pickle, they were
immediately taken out, re-examined, and the found pieces
put to frefh pickle. This, however, after the precautions
before ufed, feldom happened. After fix days, they were
taken out, examined for the laft time, and being again
flightly prefled, they were packed in barrels, with a thin
layer of falt between them. I brought home with me fome
barrels of this pork, which was pickled at Owhyhee in Ja-
nuary 1779, and was tafted by feveral perfons in England
about Chriftmas 1780, and found perfectly found and whole-
fome #,

I thall

* Bince thefe papers were prepared for the prefs, I have been informed by Mr. Vancou-
ver, whowas one of my Midthipmen in the Difcovery, and was afterward appointed Lieu-
tenant of the Aartin floop of war, that he tried the method here recommended, both
with Englith and Spanifh pork, during a cruize on the Spanith Main, in the year 1782,
and fucceeded to the utmoft of his expeflations. He alfo made the experiment at Ja-

maica
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I fhall now return to our tranfations on fhore at the
obfervatory, where we had not been long fettled before
we difcovered, in our neighbourhood, the habitations of a
fociety of priefts, whofe regular attendance at the Morai
had excited our curiofity. Their huts {tood round a pond
of water, and were furrounded by a grove of cocoa-nut
trees, which feparated them from the beach and the reft
of the village, and gave the place an air of religious retire-
ment. On my acquainting Captain Cook with thefe cir-
cumftances, he refolved to pay them a vifit; and, as he ex-
pected to be received in the fame manner as before, he
brought Mr, Webber with him to make a drawing of the
ceremony *.

On his arrival at the beach, he was conduéted to a {facred
building called Harre-n0-Orono, or the houfe of Orono, and
feated before the entrance, at the foot of a wooden idol, of
the fame kind with thofe on the Morai. 1 was here again
made to {fupport one of his arms; and, after wrapping him
in red cloth, Kaireekeea, accompanied by twelve priefts,
made an offering of a pig with the ufual folemnities. The
pig was then ftrangled, and a fire being kindled, it was
thrown into the embers, and after the hair was finged off,
it was again prefented, with a repetition of the chanting,

maica with the beef ferved by the victualling office to the fhips, but not with the fame
fuccefs, which he attributes to the want of the neceffary precautions in killing and hand-
ling the beafts ; to their being hung up and opened before they had fufficient time to
bleed, by which means the blood-veflels were expofed to the air, and the blood condenfed
before it had time to empty itfelf; and to their being hard driven and bruifed. He adds,
that having himfelf attended to the killing of an ox, which was carefully taken on board
the Martin, he falted a part of it, which at the end of the week was found to have taken
the falt completely, and he has no doubt would have kept for any length of time ; but
the experiment was not tried.

# See Flate, Numb. LX.
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in the manner before defcribed.  The dead pig was then
held for a thort time under the Captain’s nofe ; after which
it was laid, with a cocoa-nut, at his feet, and the per-
formers {at down. The gva was then brewed, and handed
round; a fat hog, ready drefled, was brought in; and we
were fed as before. A0

During the reft of the time we remained in the bay,
whenever Captain Cook came on fhore, he was attended by
one of thefe priefts, who went before him, giving notice
that the Orono had landed, and ordering the people to pro-
ftrate themfelves. The fame perfon alfo conftantly accom-
panied him on the water, {tanding in the bow of the boat,
with a wand in his hand, and giving notice of his approach
to the natives, who were in canoes, on which they imme-
diately left off paddling, and lay down on their faces till
he had paffled. Whenever he ftopped at the obfervatory,
Kaireekeea and his brethren immediately made their ap-
pearance with hogs, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, &c. and pre-
fented them with the ufual folemnities. It was on thefe
occafions that fome of the inferior chiefs frequently re-
quedted to be permitted to make an offering to the Oromo.
When this was granted, they prefented the hog them{elves,
generally with evident marks of fear in their countenances;
whilft Kaireekeea and the priefts chanted their accuftomed
hymns.

The civilities of this fociety were not, however, confined
to mere ceremony and parade. Our party on fhore received
from them, every day, a conftant fupply of hogs and vege-
tables, more than {ufficient for our {ubfiftence ; and feveral
canoes loaded with provifions were fent to the fhips with
the fame punctuality. No return was ever demanded, or
even hinted at in the moit diftant manner. Their prefents

were
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were made with a regularity, more like the difcharge of a
religious.duty, than the effe¢t of mere liberality ; and when
we inquired at whofe charge all this munificence was dif-
played, we were told, it was at the expence of a great man
called Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, and grandfather to
Kaireekeea, who was at that time abfent attending the king
of the ifland.

As every thing relating to the character and behaviour
of this people muft be interefting to the reader, on account
of the tragedy that was afterward acted here, it will be
proper to acquaint him, that we had not always {fo much rea-
ion to be fatisfied with the conduét of the warrior chiefs,
or Earees, as with that of the priefts. In all our dealings
with the former, we found them f{ufficiently attentive to
their own interefts; and befides their habit of ftealing,
which may admit of fome excufe, from the univerfality of
the practice amongft the iflanders of thefe {eas, they made
ufe of other artifices equally difthonourable. I fhall only
mention one inftance, in which we difcovered, with regret,
our friend Koah to be a party principally concerned. As the
chiefs, who brought us prefents of hogs, were always {ent
back handfomely rewarded, we had generally a greater fup-
ply than we could make ufe of. On thefe occafions, Koah,
who never failed in his attendance on us, ufed to beg {fuch
as we did not want, and they were always given to him.,
It gne day happened, that a pig was prefented us by a man
whom Koah himfelf introduced as a chief, who was de-
firous of paying his refpects, and we recolleted the pig
to be the fame that had been given to Koah juft before.
This leading us to fufpect fome trick, we found, on further
inquiry, the pretended chief to be an ordinary perfon ; and
on connecting this with other circumftances, we had reafon

to
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to fufpect, that it was not the firft time we had been the
dupes of the like impofition.

Things continued in this ftate till the 24th, when we
were a good deal furprized to find that no canoes were
fuffered to put off from the fhore, and that the natives
kept clofe to their houfes. After feveral hours fufpence,
we learned that the bay was 7abooed, and all intercourfe
with us interdiéted, on account of the arrival of Terreeoboo.
As we had not forefeen an accident of this fort, the
crews of both fhips were obliged to pafs the day without
their ufual fupply of vegetables. The next morning, there-
fore, they endeavoured, both by threats and promifes, to
induce the natives to come along-fide ; and as fome of
them were at laft venturing to put off, a chief was ob-
ferved attempting to drive them away. A mufquet was
immediately fired over his head, to make him defift, which
had the defired effeét, and refrelhments were foon after
purchafed as ufual. In the afternoon, Terreeoboo arrived,
and vifited the fhips in a private manner, attended only by
one canoe, in which were his wife and children. He ftaid
on board till near ten o’clock, when he returned to the vil-
lage of Kowrowa.

The next day, about noon, the king, in a large canoe,
attended by two others, fet out from the village, and pad-
dled toward the fhips in great ftate. Their appearance was
grand and magnificent. In the firft canoe was Terreeo-
boo and his chiefs, drefled in their rich feathered cloaks
and helmets, and armed with long {pears and daggers ; in
the fecond, came the venerable Kaoo, the chief of the
priefts, and his brethren, with their idols difplayed on red
cloth. Thefe idols were bufts of a gigantic fize, made of
wicker-work, and curioufly covered with fmall feathers of

various
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various colours, wrought in the fame manner with their
cloaks. Their eyes were made of large pearl oyiters, with
a black nut fixed in the centre; their mouths were fet with
a double row of the fangs of dogs, and, together with the
reft of their features, were ftrangely diftorted. The third
canoe was filled with hogs and various forts of vegetables.
As they went along, the priefts in the centre canoe {fung
their hymns with great folemnity ; and after paddling round
the fhips, inftead of going on board, as was expected, they
made toward the fhore at the beach where we were fta-
tioned **

As foon as I faw them approaching, I ordered out our
little guard to receive the king ; and Captain Cook, perceiv-

ing that he was going on fhore, followed him, and arrived

nearly at the famie time. We conducted them into the tent,
where they had {carcely been feated, when the king rofe
up, and in a very graceful manner threw over the Captain’s
thoulders the cloak he himfelf wore, put a feathered helmet
upon his head, and a curious fan into his hand. He alfo
fpread at his feet five or fix other cloaks, all exceedingly
beautiful, and of the greateft value. His attendants then
brought four very large hogs, with fugar-canes, cocoa-nuts,
and bread-fruit ; and this part of the ceremony was con-
cluded by the king’s exchanging names with Captain Cook,
which, amongit all the iflanders of the Pacific Ocean, is
efteemed the ftrongeft pledge of friendfhip. A proceffion of
priefts, with a venerable old perfonage at their head, now
appeared, followed by a long train of men leading large
hogs, and others carrying plantains, {weet potatoes, &c.
By the looks and geftures of Kaireekeea, I immediately

* This curious ceremony is reprefented in the annexed print. The prefents were
made to Captain Cook after he went on fhere.
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knew the old man to be the chief of the priefts before
mentioned, on whofe bounty we had fo long {fubfifted. He
had a piece of red cloth in his hands, which he wrapped
round Captain Cook’s thoulders, and afterwards prefented
him with a fmall pig in the ufual form. A feat was then
made for him, next to the king, after which, Kaireekeea
and his followers began their ceremonies, Kaoo and the
chiefs joining in the refpondes.

I was furprized to {ee, in the perfon of this king, the
fame infirm and emaciated old man, that came on board
the Refolution when we were off the North Eaft fide of
the ifland of Mowee; and we foon difcovered amongft
his attendants moft of the perfons who at that time had
remained with us all night. Of this number were the
two younger fons of the king, the eldeit of whom Wwas
fixteen years of age, and his nephew Maiha-Maiha, whom
at firft we had fome difficulty in recolle¢ting, his hair be-
ing plaftered over with a dirty brown pafte and powder,
which was no mean heightening to the moft favage face I
ever beheld.

As foon as the formalities of the meeting were over,
Captain Cook carried Terreeoboo, and as many chiefs as
the pinnace could hold, on board the Refolution. They
were received with every mark of refpect that could be
thewn them; and Captain Cook, in return for the feather-
ed cloak, put a linen fhirt on the king, and girt his own
hanger round him. The ancient Kaoo, and about half a do-
zen more old chiefs, remained on fhore, and took up their
abode at the priefts houfes. During all this time, not a
canoe was feen in the bay, and the natives either kept
within their huts, or lay proftrate on the ground. Before

the king left the Refolution, Captain Cook obtained leave
for






20 A VOYAGE TO

G S ol

Farther Account of Tranfaltions with the NAHTES.—Their
Hofpitality.—Propenfity to Theft.—Defcription of a Boxing
Matech.— Death of one of our Seamen.— Bebaviour of the
Priefts at bis Funeral —Thbe Wood Work and Images on the
Morai purchafed.—The Natives inquifitive about our De-
parture.—~Their Opinion about the Defign of our Voyage —
Magnificent Prefents of Terreeoboo to Captain Cook.—The
Sbips leave the Ifland.—The Refolution damaged in a Gale,
and obliged fto return.

1779- HE quiet and ‘inoffenfive behaviour of the natives
e having taken away every apprehenfion of danger, we

Tuefday 26. did not hefitate to truft ourfelves amongit them at all times,
and in all fituations. The officers of both fhips went daily
up the country, in {mall parties, or even fingly, and fre-
quently remained out the whole night. It would be endlefs
to recount all the inftances of kindnefs and civility which
we received upon thofe occafions. Wherever we went, the
people flocked about us, eager to offer every affiftance in
their power, and highly gratified if their {fervices were ac-
eepted. Various little arts were practifed to attract our
notice, or to delay our departure. The boys and girls ran
before, as we walked through their villages, and ftopped us
at every opening, where there was room to form a group
for dancing. At one time, we were invited to accept a
draught of cocoa-nut milk, or fome other refrefhment,

under
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under the fhade of their huts ; at another, we were feated
within a circle of young women, who exerted all their 1kill
and agility to amufe us with {fongs and dances.

The fatisfattion we derived from their gentlenefs and
hofpitality, was, however, frequently interrupted by that
propenfity to ftealing, which they have in common with all
the other iflanders of thefe feas. This circumftance was
the more diftrefling, as it fometimes obliged us to have re-
courfe to ats of feverity, which we fhould willingly have
avoided, if the neceffity of the cafe had not abfolutely called
for them. Some of their moft expert {wimmers were one
day difcovered under the fhips, drawing out the filling nails
of the theathing, which they performed very dexterouily by
means of a thort ftick, with a flint {ftone fixed in the end of
it. To put a ftop to this practice, which endangered the
very exiftence of the veflels, we at firft fired {mall thot at
the offenders ; but they eafily got out of our reach by ¢ v-
ing under the fhip’s bottom. It was therefore found necef-
fary to make an example, by flogging one of them on
board the Difcovery.

About this time, a large party of gentlemen, from both
fhips, fet out on an excurfion into the interior parts of the
country, with a view of examining its natural productions.
An account of this journey will be given in a {fubfequent
part of our narrative. It is, therefore, only neceflary at pre-
fent to obferve, that it afforded Kaoo a freth opportunity of
fhewing his attention and generofity. For as {focn as he was
informed of their departure, he fent a large fupply of pro-
vifions after them, together with orders, that the inhabi-
tants of the country through which they were to pafs, fhould
give them every aflfiftance in their power. And, to complete
the delicacy and difintereftednefs of his conduét, even the

people
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people he employed could not be prevailed on to accept
the {malleft prefent. After remaining out {ix days, our
Officers returned, without having been able to penetrate
above twenty miles into the ifland; partly from want of
proper guides, and partly from the impracticability of the
country.

The head of the Refolution’s rudder being found ex-
ceedingly fhaken, and moft of the pintles either loofe or
broken, it was unhung, and {fent on fhore, on the 27th
in the morning, to undergo a thorough repair. At the
fame time the carpenters were fent into the country, un-
der conduc¢t of fome of Kaoo’s people, to cut planks for
the head rail work, which was alfo entirely decayed and
rotten.

On the 28th, Captain Clerke, whofe ill health confined
him, for the moft part, on board, paid Terreeoboo his firft
vifit, at his hut on fhore. He was received with the {fame
formalities as were obferved with Captain Cook ; and, on
his coming away, though the vifit was quite unexpected,
he received a prefent of thirty large hogs, and as much
fruit and roots as his crew could confume in a week.

As we had not yet {feen any thing of their {ports or ath-
letic exercifes, the natives, at the requeft of fome of our
Officers, entertained us this evening with a boxing-match.
Though thefe games were much inferior, as well in point
of {olemnity and magnificence, as in the ikill and powers
of the combatants, to what we had feen exhibited at the
Friendly l{lands ; yet, as they differed in fome particulars, it
may not be improper to give a fhort account of them. We
found a vaft concourfe of people affembled on a level {pot
of ground, at a little diftance from our tents. A long fpace
was left vacant in the midit of them, at the upper end of

which
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which fat the judges, under three {tandards, from which
hung {lips of cloth of various colours, the iKins of two
wild geefe, a few fmall birds, and bunches of feathers.
When the {ports were ready to begin, the fignal was given
by the judges, and immediately two combatants appeared.
They came forward flowly, lifting up their feet very high
behind, and drawing their hands along the foles. As they
approached, they frequently eyed each other from head to
foot, in a contemptuous manner, cafting feveral arch looks
at the fpectators, ftraining their mufcles, and ufing a va-
riety of affected geftures. Being advanced within reach of
each other, they ftood with both arms held out ftraight be-
fore their faces, at which part all their blows were aimed.
They ftruck, in what appeared to our eyes an awkward
manner, with a full {fwing of the arm ; made no attempt
to parry, but eluded their adverfary’s attack by an incli-
nation of the body, or by retreating. The battle was quickly
decided ; for if either of them was knocked down, or even
fell by accident, he was confidered as vanquifhed, and the
victor exprefled his triumph by a variety of geftures, which
ufually excited, as was intended, a loud laugh among the
fpectators. He then waited for a fecond antagonift; and if
again victorious, for a third, till he was, at laft, in his
turn, defeated. A fingular rule obferved in thefe combats
18, that whilft any two are preparing to fight, a third per-
fon may ftep in, and choofe either of them for his anta-
gonift, when the other is obliged to withdraw. Sometimes
three or four followed each other in this manner, before
the match was fettled. When the combat proved longer
than ufual, or appeared too unequal, one of the chiefs ge-
nerally ftepped in, and ended it by putting a ftick between
the combatants. The fame good-humour was preferved

through-
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177.  throughout, which we before fo much admired in the
\ ]‘"'WF', Friendly Hlanders. As thefe games were given at our de-
fire, we found it was univerfally expected, that we fhould
have borne our part in them; but our people, though
much prefled by the natives, turned a deaf ear to their
challenge, remembering full well the blows they got at the
Friendly I{lands.

This day died William Watman, a {feaman of the gun-
ner’s crew ; an event which I mention the more particu-
larly, as death had hitherto been very rare amongift us.
He was an old man, and much refpected on account of his
attachment to Captain Cook. He had formerly ferved as a
marine twenty-one years ; after which he entered as a fea-
man on board the Refolution in 1772, and ferved with Cap-
tain Cook in his voyage toward the South Pole. At their
return, he was admitted into Greenwich hofpital, through
the Captain’s intereft, at the fame time with himfelf;
and being refolved to follow throughout the fortunes of
his benefactor, he alfo quitted it along with him, on his
being appointed to the command of the prefent expedi-
tion. During the voyage, he had frequently been fub-
ject to {light fevers, and was a convalefcent when we
came into the bay, where being fent on fhore for a few
days, he conceived himielf perfetly recovered, and, at
his own defire, returned on board ; but the day follow-
ing, he had a paralytic ftroke, which in two days more
carried him off.

At the requeft of the king of the ifland, he was buried
on the Moras, and the ceremony was performed with as
much folemnity as our fituation permitted. Old Kaoo and
his brethren were {pectators, and preferved the moift pro-
found filence and attention, whilit the fervice was reading.

When
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When we began to fill up the grave, they approached it
with great reverence, threw in a dead pig, fome cocoa-
nuts, and plantains ; and, for three nights afterward, they
furrounded it, facrificing hogs, and performing their ufual
ceremonies of hymns and prayers, which continued till
day-break.

At the head of the grave, we erected a poft, and nailed
upon it a {quare piece of board, on which was infcribed the
name of the deceafed, his age, and the day of his death.
This they promifed not to remove; and we have no doubt,
but that it will be fuffered to remain, as long as the fr:ul
materials, of which it is made, will permit.

The fhips being in great want of fuel, the Captain de-
fired me, on the 2d of February, to treat with the priefts,
for the purchafe of the rail, that {furrounded the top of the
Morai. 1 muft confefs, 1 had, at firft, fome doubt about the
decency of this propofal, and was apprehenfive, that even
the bare mention of it might be confidered, by them, as a
piece of thocking impiety. In this, however, I found my-
felf miftaken. Not the {malleft {urprize was exprefled at
the application, and the wood was readily given, even with-
out ftipulating for any thing in return, Whilft the failors
were taking it away, I obferved one of them carrying off a
carved image ; and, on further inquiry, I found, that they
had conveyed to the boats the whole # femicircle. Though
this was done in the prefence of the natives, who had not
thewn any mark of refentment at it, but had even affifted
them in the removal, I thought it proper to fpeak to Kaoo,
on the fubject; who appeared very indifferent about the
matter, and only defired, that we would reftore the centre

* See defcription of the Aferai, in the preceding Chapter.
Vou. IIL E image,
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image, I have mentioned before, which he carried into one
of the prieft’s houfes.

Terreeoboo, and his Chiefs, had for fome days pait, been
very inquifitive about the time of our departure. This cir-
cumf{tance had excited in me a great curiofity to know, what
opinion this people had formed of us, and what were their
ideas refpecting the caufe and objects of our voyage. I took
fome pains to fatisfy myfelf on thefe points; but could
never learn any thing farther, than that they imagined we
came from fome country where provifions had failed; and
that our vifit to them was merely for the purpofe of filling
our bellies. Indeed, the meagre appearance of fome of our
crew, the hearty appetites with which we fat down to their
frefh provifions,and our great anxiety to purchafe, and carry
off, as much as we were able, led them, naturally enough,
to fuch a conclufion. To thefe may be added, a circum-
{tance which puzzled them-exceedingly, our having no wo-
men with us; together with our quiet conduct, and unwar-
like appearance. It was ridiculous enough to fee them
ftroking the fides, and patting the bellies of the failors
(who were certainly much improved in the {leeknefs of
their looks, during our fhort {tay in the ifland), and telling
them, partly by figns, and partly by words, that it was time
for them to go; but if they would come again the next
bread-fruit feafon, they fhould be better able to fupply their
wants. We had now been fixteen days in the bay ; and if
our enormous confumption of hogs and vegetables be con=-
fidered, it need not be wondered, that they fhould wifh to
fee us take our leave. It is very probable, however, that
Terrecoboo had no other view, in his inquiries, at prefent,

than a defire of making fufficient preparation for difmifling
us
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us with prefents, fuitable to the refpect and kindnefs with
which he had received us. For, on our telling him we
fhould leave the ifland on the next day but one, we ob-
ferved, that a fort of proclamation was immediately made,
through the villages, to require the people to bring in their
hogs, and vegetables, for the king to prefent to the Orono,

on his departure.
We were this day much diverted, at the beach, by the

buffooneries of one of the natives. He held in his hand
an inftrument, of the fort defcribed in the laft volume # ;
fome bits of fea-weed were tied round his neck; and
round each leg, a piece of ftrong netting, about nine
inches deep, on which a great number of dogs’ teeth were
loofely faftened, in rows. His ftyle of dancing was en-
tirely burlefque, and accompanied with ftrange grimaces,
and pantomimical diftortions of the face; which though at
times inexpreffibly ridiculous, yet, on the whole, was with-
out much meaning, or expreffion. Mr. Webber thought it
worth his while to make a drawing of this perfon, as exhi-
biting a tolerable {pecimen of the natives; the manner in
which the maro is tied ; the figure of the inftrument before
mentioned, and of the ornaments round the legs, which, at
other times, we alfo faw ufed by their dancers.

In the evening, we were again entertained with wreftling
and boxing matches ; and we difplayed, in return, the few
fireworks we had left. Nothing could be better calculated
to excite the admiration of thefe iflanders, and to imprefs
them with an idea of our great {uperiority, than an exhibi-
tion of this kind. Captain Cook has already defcribed the
extraordinary effects of that which was made at Hapaee;
and though the prefent was, in every refpect, infinitely

* See Vol. ii. p. 236.
E 2 inferior,
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inferior, yet the aftonifhment of the natives was not
lefs. |

I have before mentioned, that the carpenters, from both
fhips, had been fent up the country to cut planks, for the
head-rail-work of the Refolution. This was the third day
fince their departure ; and having received no intelligence
from them, we began to be very anxious for their fafety.
We were communicating our apprehenfions to old Kaoo,
who appeared as much concerned as ourfelves, and were
concerting meafures with him, for fending after them,
when they arrived all fafe. They had been obliged to go
farther into the country than was expected, before they met
with trees fit for their purpofe; and it was this circum-
ftance, together with the badnefs of the roads, and the dif-
ficulty of bringing back the timber, which had detained
them fo long. They fpoke in high terms of their guides,
who both fupplied them with provifions, and guarded their
tools with the utmofit fidelity.

The next day, being fixed for our departure, Terreeoboo
invited Captain Cook and myfelf to attend him, on the 3d,
to the place where Kaoo refided. On our arrival, we found
the ground covered with parcels of cloth ; a vaft quantity of
red and yellow feathers, tied to the fibres of cocoa-nut
huiks ; and a great number of hatchets, and other pieces of
iron-ware, that had been got in barter from us. Ata little
diftance from thefe, lay an immenfe quantity of vegetables,
of every kind, and near them was a large herd of hogs. At
firft, we imagined the whole to be intended as a prefent for
us, till Kaireekeea informed me, that it was a gift, or tri-
bute, from the people of that diftri¢t to the king ; and, ac-
cordingly, as foon as we were feated, they brought all the
bundles,and laid them feverally at Terreeoboo’s feet; {pread-

1ﬂg
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ing out the cloth, and difplaying the feathers, and iron-
ware, before him. Theking feemed much pleafed with this
mark of their duty; and having felected about a third part
of the iron-ware, the fame proportion of feathers, and a
few pieces of cloth, thefe were fet afide, by themf{elves; and
the remainder of the cloth, together with all the hogs and
vegetables, were afterward prefented to Captain Cook, and
myfelf. We were aftonifhed at the value and magnitude of
this prefent, which far exceeded every thing of the kind
we had feen, either at the Friendly or Society Iflands. Boats
were immediately {ent, to carry them on board; the large
hogs were picked out, to be {alted for {fea-ftore ; and upward
of thirty fmaller pigs, and the vegetables, were divided be-
tween the two crews.

The fame day, we quitted the Morai, and got the tents and
aftronomical inftruments on board. The charm of the zaboo
was now removed; and we had no {ooner left the place,
than the natives rufhed in, and fearched eagerly about, in
expectation of finding fomething of wvalue, that we might
have left behind. AsIhappened to remain the laft on fhore,
and waited for the return of the boat, feveral came crowd-
ing about me, and having made me fit down by them, be-
gan to lament our {eparation. It was, indeed, not without
difficulty, I was able to quit them. And here, I hope I
may be permitted to relate a trifling occurrence, in which
I was principally concerned. Having had the command
of the party on fhore, during the whole time we were
in the bay, I had an opportunity of becoming better ac-
quainted with the natives, and of being better known to
them, than thofe whofe duty required them to be generally
on board. As I had every reafon to be fatisfied with their
kindnefs, in general, fo I cannot too often, nor too parti-

cularly,
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cularly, mention the unbounded and conftant friendfhip of
their priefts.

On my part, I {pared no endeavours to conciliate their af-
fections, and gain their efteem ; and I had the good fortune
to fucceed fo far, that, when the time of our departure was
made known, I was ftrongly folicited to remain behind, not
without offers of the moft flattering kind. When I excufed
my{elf, by faying, that Captain Cook would not give his
confent, they propofed, that I thould retire into the moun-
tains ; where, they faid, they would conceal me, till after
the departure of the fhips; and on my farther affuring
them, that the Captain would not leave the bay without me,
Terreeoboo and Kaoo waited upon Captain Cook, whoie {fon
they {fuppofed I was, with a formal requeft, that I might be
left behind. The Captain, to avoid giving a pofitive refu-
fal, to an offer {fo kindly intended, told them, that he could
not part with me, at that time, but that he thould return to
the ifland next year, and would then endeavour to fettle the
matter to their fatisfaction.

Early in the morning of the 4th, we unmoored, and failed
out of the bay, with the Difcovery in company, and were
followed by a great number of canoes. Captain Cook’s de-
fign was to finifh the furvey of Owhyhee, before he vifited
the other iflands, in hopes of meeting with a road better
fheltered, than the bay we had juft left ; and in cafe of not
fucceeding here, he purpofed to take a view of the South
Eaft part of Mowee, where the natives informed us we
fhould find an excellent harbour, |

We had calm weather all this and the following day,
which made our progrefs to the Northward very flow. We
were accompanied by a great number of the natives in
their canoes; and Terreeoboo gave a frefh proof of his

friendthip
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friendfhip to Captain Cook, by a large prefent of hogs, and
vegetables, that was fent after him.

In the night of the sth, having a light breeze off the land,
we made fome way to the Northward ; and in the morning
of the 6th, having paffed the Wefternmoft point of the
ifland, we found ourfelves abreaft of a deep bay, called by
the natives Toe-yah-yah. We had great hopes, that this
bay would furnifh us with a fafe and commodious harbour,
as we faw, to the North Eaft, feveral fine ftreams of water;
and the whole had the appearance of being well fheltered.
Thefe obfervations agreeing with the accounts given us by
Koah, who accompanied Captain Cook, and had changed
his name, out of compliment to wus, into Britannee, the
pinnace was hoifted out, and the Mafter, with Britannee
for his guide, was fent to examine the bay, whilft the fhips
worked up after them.

In the afternoon, the weather became gloomy, and the
gufts of wind, that blew off the land, were fo violent, as
to make it neceflary to take in all the fails, and bring to, un-
der the mizen ftay-fail. All the canoes left us, at the be-
ginning of the gale; and Mr. Bligh, on his return, had the
fatisfaction of faving an old woman, and two men, whofe
canoe had been overfet by the violence of the wind, as they
were endeavouring to gain the fhore. Befides thefe dif-
trefled people, we had a great many women on board, whom
the natives had left behind, in their hurry to fhift for
themf{elves.

The Mafter reported to Captain Cook, that he had landed
at the only village he faw, on the North fide of the bay,
where he was directed to fome wells of water; but found,
they would by no means anfwer our purpofe; that he after-

ward proceeded farther into the bay, which runs inland to
a great
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a great depth, and ftretches toward the foot of a very con~
{picuous high mountain, fituated on the North Weft end of
the ifland ; but that inftead of meeting with fafe anchorage,
as Britannee had taught him to expect, he found the {hores
low and rocky, and a flat bed of coral rocks running along
the coait, and extending upward of a mile from the land;
on the outfide of which the depth of water was twenty
fathoms, over a fandy bottom ; and that, in the mean time,
Britannee had contrived to {lip away, being afraid of re-

turning, as we imagined, becaufe his information had not

proved true.

In the evening, the weather being more moderate, we
again made fail ; but about midnight it blew fo violently, as
to {plit both the fore and main topfails. On the morning of
the 7th, we bent frefth fails, and had fair weather, and a
light breeze. At noon, the latitude, by obfervation, was
20° 1" North, the Weit point of the ifland bearing South,
=° Eaft, and the North Weft point North, 38° Eaft. As we
were, at this time, four or five leagues from the fhore, and
the weather very unfettled, none of the canoes would ven-
ture out, {o that our guefts were obliged to remain with us,
much indeed to their diflatisfaction; for they were all {ea-
fick, and many of them had left young children behind
them.

In the afternoon, though the weather was ftill {qually,
we ftood in for the land, and being about three leagues
from it, we {aw a canoe, with two men paddling toward us,
which we immediately conjectured had been driven off the
fhore by the late boifterous weather ; and therefore ftopped
the fhip’s way, in order to take them in. Thefe poor
wretches were {o entirely exhaufted with fatigue, that had
not one of the natives on board, obferving their weaknefs,

jumped

B I L R ——

L
e T TR T N P e e W



THE PACIFIG OCE A N.

jumped into the canoe to their affiftance, they would {carcely
have been able to faften it to the rope we had thrown out
for that purpofe. Itwas with difficulty we got them up the
fhip’s fide, together with a child, about four years old, which
they had lathed under the thwarts of the canoe, where it
had lain with only its head above water. They told us,
they had left the fhore the morning before, and had been,
from that time, without food or water. The ufual precau-
tions were taken in giving them victuals, and the child be-
ing committed to the care of one of the women, we found
them all next morning perfectly recovered.

At midnight, a gale of wind came on, which obliged us
to double reef the topfails, and get down the top-gallant
yards. On the 8th, at day-break, we found, that the fore-
maft had again given way, the fithes, which were put on the
head, in King George’s or Nootka Sound, on the coaft of
America, being {prung, and the parts fo very defective, as
to make it abfolutely neceflary to replace them, and, of
courfe, to unftep the maft. In this difficulty, Captain Cook
was for fome time in doubt, whether he fhould run the
chance of meeting with a harbour in the iflands to leeward,
or return to Karakakooa. That bay was not fo remark-
ably commodious, in any refpeét, but that a better might
probably be expected, both for the purpofe of repairing the
mafts, and for procuring refrefhments, of which, it was
imagined, that the neighbourhood of Karakakooa had been
already pretty well drained. On the other hand, it was con-
fidered as too great a rifk to leave a place, that was tolerably
fheltered, and which, once left, could not be regained, for
the mere hopes of meeting with a better; the failure of
which might perhaps have left us without refource.

We therefore continued ftanding on toward the land, in
Nor. IlI. - F order
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order to give the natives an opportunity of releafing their
friends on board from their confinement ; and, at noon, be-
ing within a mile of the fhore, a few canoes came off to us,
but fo crowded with people, that there was not room in
them for any of our guefts ; we therefore hoifted out the
pinnace to carry them on fhore ; and the Mafter, who went
with them, had directions to examine the South coafts of
the bay for water; but returned without finding any.

The winds being variable, and a current {etting ftrong to
the Northward, we made but little prt}grefﬁ 1n our return;
and at eight o'clock in the evening of the gth, it began to
blow very hard from the South Eaft, which obliged us to
clofe reef the topfails ; and at two in the morning of the
1oth, in a heavy {quall, we found ourfelves clofe in with
the breakers, that lie to the Northward of the Weft point of
Owhyhee. We had juft room to haul off, and avoid them,
and fired feveral guns to apprize the Difcovery of the
danger.

In the forenoon, the weather was more moderate, and a
few canoes came off to us, from which we learnt, that the
late ftorms had done much mifchief ; and that feveral large
canoes had been loft. During the remainder of the day, we
kept beating to windward; and, before night, we were
within a mile of the bay ; but not choofing to run on, while
it was dark, we ftood off and on till day-light next morn-
ing, when we dropt anchor nearly in the fame place as
before,

CHAP
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Sufpicious Bebaviour of the Natives,on our Return to Kara-
kakooa Bay.—Theft on board the Difcovery, and its Confe-
quences—The Pinnace atiacked, and the Crew obliged to
quit ber —Captain Cook’s Obfervations on the Occafion.—
Attempit at the Obfervatory.—~The Cutter of the Difcovery
folen.—Meafures taken by Captain Cook for its Recovery.—
Goes on Shore, to invite the King on board.—The King
being flopped by bis Wife, and the Chiefs, a Conteft arifes.—
News arrives of one of the Chiefs being killed, by one of
our People—Fermeni on this Occafion.—One of the Chiefs
threatens Captain Cook, and is fhot by bim.—General Af-
tack by the Natives.—Death of Captain Cook—Account of
the Captain’s Services, and a Sketch of bis Characier.

E were employed the whole of the r1th, and part of

the 12th, in getting out the foremaft, and fending
it, with the carpenters, on fhore. - Befides the damage
which the head of the maft had {uftained, we found the
heel exceedingly rotten, having a large hole up the middle
of it, capable of holding four or five cocoa-nuts. It was
not, however, thought neceflary to fhorten it; and for-
tunately, the logs of red toa-wood, which had been cut at
Eimeo, for anchor-ftocks, were found fit to replace the

iprung parts of the fithes. As thefe repairs were likely to
F 2 take

35

1779
February.
‘--'-".l"‘"--'
Thurfday 11.
Friday 12z.



36

1779.
Fcﬁrrtuar}'.
)

A TTVEFO N FAAEIRIE T O

take up feveral days, Mr. Bayly and myfelf got the aftro-
nomical apparatus on fhore, and pitched our tents on the
Morai ; having with us a guard of a corporal and {ix ma-
rines. . We renewed our friendly correfpondence with the
prieits, who, for the greater {fecurity of the workmen, and
their tools, 7abooed the place where the maft lay, fticking
their wands round it, as before. The failmakers were alfo
fent on fhore, to repair the damages which had taken place
in their department, during the late gales. They were
lodged in a houfe adjoining to the Moras, that was lent us
by the priefts. Such were our arrangements on fhore. I
fhall now proceed to the account of thofe other tranfactions
with the natives, which led, by degrees, to the fatal cata-
ftrophe of the 14th. :

Upon coming to anchor, we were furprized to find our
reception very different from what it had been on our firft
arrival ; no thouts, no buftle, no confufion ; but a {olitary
bay, with only here and there a canoe ftealing clofe along
the fhore. The impulfe of curiofity, which had before ope-
rated to fo great a degree, might now indeed be fuppofed to
have ceafed ; but the hofpitable treatment we had invariably
met with, and the friendly footing on which we parted, gave
us fome reafon to expect, that they would again have flock-
ed about us with great joy, on our return.

We were forming various conjetures, upon the occafion
of this extraordinary appearance, when our anxiety was at
length relieved by the return of a boat, which had been
fent on {hore, and brought us word, that Terreeoboo was
abfent, and had left the bay under the zadoo. Though this
account appeared very fatisfactory to moft of us ; yet others
were of opinion, or rather, perhaps, have been led, by {fub-
{equent events, to imagine that there was fomething, at

this
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this time, very {ufpicious in the behaviour of the natives;
and that the interdiétion of all intercourfe with us, on pre-
tence of the king’s abfence, was only to give him time to
confult with his Chiefs, in what manner it might be proper
to treat us. Whether thefe fufpicions were well founded,
or the account given by the natives was the truth, we were
never able to afcertain. For though it is not improbable,
that our fudden return, for which they could fee no appa-
rent caufe, and the neceflity of which we afterward found
it very difficult to make them comprehend, might occafion
{fome alarm ; yet the unfufpicious conduét of Terreeoboo,
who, on his fuppofed arrival, the next morning, came im-
mediately to vifit Captain Cook, and the confequent return
of the natives to their former friendly intercourfe with us,
are ftrong proofs, that they neither meant, nor apprehend-
ed, any change of condudt.

In fupport of this opinion, I may add the account of
another accident, precifely of the fame kind, which hap-
pened to us on our firft vifit, the day before the arrival
of the king. A native had fold a hog on board the Refo-
lution, and taken the price agreed on, when Pareea, pafl-
ing by, advifed the man not to part with the hog, without
an advanced price. For this, he was fharply {poken to,
and pufhed away ; and the 7adoo being foon after laid on
the bay, we had at firft no doubt, but that it was in confe-
quence of the offence given to the Chief. Both thefe ac-
cidents ferve to fhew, how very difficult it is to draw any
certain conclufion from the aétions of people, with whofe
cuftoms, as well as language, we are fo imperfectly ac-
quainted ; at the fame time, fome idea may be formed
from them, of the difficulties, at the firft view, perhaps,
not very apparent, which thofe have to encounter, who,

in
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in all their tranfactions with thefe ftrangers, have to fteer
their courfe amidft fo much uncertainty, where a trifling
error may be attended with even the moit fatal confe-
quences. However true or falfe our conjectures may bey
things went on in their ufual quiet courfe, till the after-
noon of the 13th.

Toward the evening of that day, the officer who com=
manded the watering-party of the Difcovery, came to in-
form me, that {feveral Chiefs had affembled at the well near
the beach, driving away the natives, whom he had hired to
affift the failors in rolling down the cafks to the fhore. He
told me, at the {ame time, that he thought their behavi-
our extremely {fufpicious, and that they meant to give him
fome farther difturbance. At his requeft, therefore, I fent
a marine along with him, but fuffered him to take only
his fide-arms. In a fthort time the officer returned, and
on his acquainting me, that the iflanders had armed them-
felves with ftones, and were grown very tumultuous, I
went myfelf to the fpot, attended by a marine, with his
mufquet. Seeing us approach, they threw away their
ftones, and, on my {peaking to fome of the Chiefs, the
mob were driven away, and thofe who chofe it, were {uf-
fered to affift in filling the cafks. Having left things quiet
here, I went to meet Captain Cook, whom I faw coming
on fhore, in the pinnace. I related to him what had juft
paffed ; and he ordered me, in cafe of their beginning to
throw ftones, or behave infolently, immediately to fire a
ball at the offenders. T accordingly gave orders to the cor-
poral, to have the pieces of the fentinels loaded with ball,
inftead of {mall {hot.

Soon after our return to the tents, we were alarmed by a

continued fire of mufquets, from the Difcovery, which we
obferved
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obferved to be directed at a canoe, that we {aw paddling
toward the fhore, in great hafte, purfued by one of our
fmall boats. We immediately concluded, that the firing
was in confequence of fome theft, and Captain Cook or-
dered me to follow him with a marine armed, and to en-
~ deavour to feize the people as they came on fhore. Ac-
cordingly we ran toward the place where we fuppofed the
canoe would land, but were too late; the people having
quitted it, and made their efcape into the country before
our arrival. -

We were at this time ignorant, that the goods had been
already reftored ; and as we thought it probable, from the
circumftances we had at firft obferved, that they might be
of importance, were unwilling to relinquifh our hopes of
recovering them. Having therefore inquired of the na-
tives, which way the people had fled, we followed them,
till it was near dark, when judging ourfelves to be about
three miles from the tents, and fufpeting, that the na-
tives, who frequently encouraged us in the purfuit, were
amufing us with falfe information, we thought it in vain
to continue our fearch any longer, and returned to the
beach.

During our abfence, a difference, of a more ferious and
unpleafant nature, had happened. The officer, who had
been fent in the fmall boat, and was returning on board,
with the goods which had been reftored, obferving Captain
Cook and me engaged in the purfuit of the offenders,
thought it his duty to feize the canoe, which was left drawn
up on the fhore. Unfortunately, this canoe belonged to
Pareea, who arriving, at the fame moment, from on board
the Difcovery, claimed his property, with many protefta-

tions of his innocence. The officer refufing to give it up,
and
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and being joined by the crew of the pinnace, which was
waiting for Captain Cook, a fcuffie enfued, in which Pareea
was knocked down, by a violent blow on the head, with
an oar. The natives, who were colleted about the {pot,
and had hitherto been peaceable fpectators, immediately
attacked our people with fuch a thower of ftones, as forced
them to retreat, with great precipitation, and {wim off to
a rock, at fome diftance from the fhore. The pinnace was
immediately ranfacked by the iflanders; and, but for the
timely interpofition of Pareea, who feemed to have reco-
vered from the blow, and forgot it at the fame inftant,
would foon have been entirely demolifhed. Having driven
away the crowd, he made figns to our people, that they
might come and take pofleflion of the pinnace, and that
he would endeavour to get back the things which had been
taken out of it. After their departure, he followed them
in his canoe, with a midfhipman’s cap, and {fome other
trifling articles of the plunder, and, with much apparent
concern at what had happened, afked, if the Orono would
kill him, and whether he would permit him to come on
board the next day ? On being affured, that he fhould be
well received, he joined nofes (as their cuftom is) with the
officers, in token of friendfhip, and paddled over to the
village of Kowrowa.

When Captain Cook was informed of what had pafifed, he
exprefled much uneafinefs at it, and as we were returning
on board, ¢ I am afraid,” {aid he, ¢ that thefe people will
oblige me to ufe fome violent meafures ; for,” he added,
¢ they muft not be left to imagine, that they have gained
an advantage over us.” However, as it was too late to take
any fteps this evening, he contented himfelf with giving
orders, that every man and woman on board fhould be

| immediately
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immediately turned out of the thip. As foon as this order
was executed, I returned on thore; and our former confi-
dence in the natives being now much abated, by the events
of the day, I pofted a double guard on the Mora7, with or-
ders to call me, if they faw any men lurking about the
beach. At about eleven o’clock, five iflanders were obferv-
ed creeping round the bottom of the Morai; they {feemed
very cautious in approaching us, and, at laft, finding them-
felves difcovered, retired out of fight. About midnight, one
of them venturing up clofe to the obfervatory, the {entinel
fired over him ; on which the men fled, and we pafifed the
remainder of the night without farther difturbance.

Next morning, at day-light, I went on board the Refolu-
tion for the time-keeper, and, in my way, was hailed by
the Difcovery, and informed, that their cutter had been
ftolen, during the night, from the buoy where it was
moored.

When I arrived on board, I found the marines arming,
and Captain Cook loading his double-barrelled gun. Whilit
I was relating to him what had happened to us in the night,
he interrupted me, with fome eagernefs, and acquainted me
with the lofs of the Difcovery’s cutter, and with the prepa-
rations he was making for its recovery. It had been his
ufual practice, whenever any thing of confequence was loft,
at any of the iflands in this ocean, to get the king, or fome
of the principal Erees, on board, and to keep them as hof-
tages, till it was reftored. This method, which had been
always attended with {uccefs, he meant to purfue on the
prefent occafion ; and, at the fame time, had given orders
to ftop all the canoes that thould attempt to leave the bay,
with an intention of {eizing and deftroying them, if he
could not recover the cutter by peaceable means. Accord-

Vou. IIL. G ingly,
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1779.  ingly, the boats of both fhips, well manned and armed,
L. were ftationed acrofs the bay; and, before I left the fhip,
fome great guns had been fired at two large canoes, that

were attempting to make their efcape.

It was between feven and eight o’clock when we quitted
the fhip together; Captain Cook in the pinnace, having
Mr. Phillips, and nine marines, with him ; and myfelf in the
imall boat. The laft orders I received from him were, to
quiet the minds of the natives, on our fide of the bay, by
affuring them, they fhould not be hurt ; to keep my people
together; and to be on my guard. We then parted; the
Captain went toward Kowrowa, where the King refided ;
and I proceeded to the beach. My firft care, on going
afhore, was to give ftri¢t orders to the marines to remain
within the tent, to load their pieces with ball, and not
to quit their arms. Afterward I took a walk to the huts
of old Kaoo, and the priefts, and explained to them, as
well as I could, the object of the hoftile preparations, which
had exceedingly alarmed them. I found, that they had
already heard of the cutter’s being ftolen, and I affured
them, that though Captain Cook was refolved to recover it,
and to punifh the authors of the theft, yet that they, and
the people of the village on our fide, need not be under
the fmalleft apprehenfion of fuffering any evil from us.
I defired the priefts to explain this to the people, and to
tell them not to be alarmed, but to continue peaceable and
quiet. Kaoo afked me, with great earneftnefs, if Terreeo-
boo was to be hurt? I aflured him, he was not ; and both
he and the reft of his brethren feemed much {fatisfied with
this affurance.

In the mean time, Captain Cook, having called off the
launch, which was ftationed at the North point of the bay,

and

-...._I..I.L-:TE--.. el



THE PACIFI'CI OCE A N.

and taken it along with him, proceeded to Kowrowa, and
landed with the Lieutenant and nine marines. He imme-
diately marched into the village, where he was received with
the ufual marks of refpect; the people proftrating them-
felves before him, and bringing their accuftomed offerings
of fmall hogs. Finding that there was no fufpicion of his
defign, his next ftep was, to enquire for Terreeoboo, and
the two boys, his fons, who had been his conftant guefts
on board the Refolution. In a fhort time, the boys returned
along with the natives, who had been {ent in fearch of
them, and immediately led Captain Cook to the houfe
where the king had flept. ‘They found the old man juft
awoke from fleep ; and, after a fhort converfation about the
lofs of the cutter, from which Captain Cook was convinced
that he was in no wife privy to it, he invited him to return
in the boat, and fpend the day on board the Refolution.
To this propofal the king readily confented, and imme-
diately got up to accompany him.

Things were in this profperous train, the two boys being
already in the pinnace, and the reft of the party having ad-
vanced near the water-fide, when an elderly woman called
Kanee-kabareea, the mother of the boys, and one of the
king’s favourite wives, came after him, and with many
tears, and entreaties, befought him not to go on board. At
the fame time, two Chiefs, who came along with her, laid
hold of him, and, infifting that he fhould go no farther,
forced him to fit down. The natives, who were collecting
in prodigious numbers along the fhore, and had probably
been alarmed by the firing of the great guns, and the ap-
pearances of hoftility in the bay, began to throng round
Captain Cook and their king. In this fituation, the Lieu-
tenant of marines, obferving that his men were huddled

G 2 clofe

L1779
February.



44 A NO¥AGE 'TO

e clofe together in the crowd, and thus incapable of ufing

A , their arms, if any occafion fhould require it, propofed to
the Captain, to draw them up along the rocks, clofe to the
water’s edge ; and the crowd readily making way for them
to pafs, they were drawn up in a line, at the diftance of
about thirty yards from the place where the king was
fitting.

All this time, the old king remained on the ground, with
the ftrongeft marks of terror and dejection in his counte-
nance ; Captain Cook, not willing to abandon the object for
which he had come on fhore, continuing to urge him, in
the moft prefling manner, to proceed ; whilft, on the other
hand, whenever the king appeared inclined to follow him,
the Chiefs, who {tood round him, interpofed, at firft with
prayers and entreaties, but afterward having recourfe to
force and violence, and infifted on his ftaying where he was.
Captain Cook therefore finding, that the alarm had fpread
too generally, and that it was in vain to think any longer of
getting him off’ without bloodfhed, at laft gave up the
point ; obferving to Mr. Phillips, that it would be impof-
fible to compel him to go on board, without the rifk of kill-
ing a great number of the inhabitants.

Though the enterprize, which had carried Captain Cook
on fhore, had now failed, and was abandoned, yet his per-
fon did not appear to have been in the leaft danger, till an
accident happened, which gave a fatal turn to the affair.
The boats which had been ftationed acrofs the bay, having
fired at fome canoes, that were attempting to get out, unfor-
tunately had killed a Chief of the firft rank. The news of
his death arrived at the village where Captain Cook was, juit
as he had left the king, and was walking flowly toward the
fhore. The ferment it occafioned was very conipicuous ;

the
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the women and children were immediately fent off; and
the men put on their war-mats, and armed themfelves with
fpears and ftones. One of the natives, having in his hands
a ftone, and a long iton {pike (which they call a pabooa)
came up to the Captain, flourifhing his weapon, by way of
defiance, and threatening to throw the ftone. The Captain
defired him to defift; but the man perfifting in his infolence,
he was at length provoked to fire a load of {mall-thot. The
man having his mat on, which the fhot were not able to pe-
netrate, this had no other effeét than to irritate and encou-
rage them. Several {ftones were thrown at the marines ; and
one of the Erees attempted to ftab Mr. Phillips with his
pabooa ; but failed in the attempt, and received from him a
blow with the butt end of his mufquet. Captain Cook now
fired his fecond barrel, loaded with ball, and killed one of
the foremoit of the natives. A general attack with {tones
immediately followed, which was anfwered by a difcharge
of mufquetry from the marines, and the people in the boats.
The iflanders, contrary to the expectations of every one,
ftood the fire with great firmnefs; and before the marines
had time to reload, they broke in upon them with dreadful
fhouts and yells. What followed was a fcene of the utmoft
horror and confufion.

Four of the marines were cut off amongft the rocks in
~ their retreat, and fell a {acrifice to the fury of the enemy ;
three more were dangeroufly wounded ; and the Lieutenant,
who had received a ftab between the fhoulders with a pag-
bova, having fortunately referved his fire, fhot the man who
had wounded him juft as he was going to repeat his blow.
Qur unfortunate Commander, the laft time he was feen dif-
tinctly, was ftanding at the water’s edge, and calling out to

the boats to ceafe firing, and to pull in. If it be true, as fome
of
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1779.  of thofe who were prefent have imagined, that the marines

Jebrary o nd boat-men had fired witheout his orders, and that he was

defirous of preventing any further bloodfhed, it is not im-

probable, that his humanity, on this occafion, proved fatal

to him. For it was remarked, that whilit he faced the na-

tives, none of them had offered him any violence, but that

having turned about, to give his orders to the boats, he was

itabbed in the back, and fell with his face into the water.

On feeing him fall, the iflanders fet up a great thout, and his

body was immediately dragged on fhore, and furrounded

by the enemy, who {natching the dagger out of each other’s

hands, fhewed a favage eagernefs to have a fhare in his
deftruction.

Thus fell our great and excellent Commander! After a
life of fo much diftinguithed and fuccefsful enterprize, his
death, as far as regards himfelf, cannot be reckoned pre-
mature ; fince he lived to finifh the great work for which he
feems to have been defigned ; and was rather removed from
the enjoyment, than cut off from the acquifition, of glory,
How fincerely his lofs was felt and lamented, by thofe who
had fo long found their general fecurity in his 1kill and con-
duét, and every confolation, under their hardthips, in his
tendernefs and humanity, it is neither neceflary nor pofiible
for me to defcribe ; much lefs fhall I attempt to paint the
horror with which we were ftruck, and the univerfal de-
jection and difmay which followed {o dreadful and unex-
pected a calamity. The reader will not be difpleafed to turn
from {o fad a fcene, to the contemplation of his character
and virtues, whilft I am paying my laft tribute to the me-
mory of a dear and honoured friend, in a fhort hiftory of
his life, and public fervices.

Captain James Cook was born near Whitby, in Yorkfhire,

on
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on the 27th of Oc¢tober, 17283 and, at an early age, was put
apprentice to a fhopkeeper in a neighbouring village. His
natural inclination not having been confulted on this occa-
fion, he foon quitted the counter from difguft, and bound
himfelf, for nine years, to the mafter of a veflel in the coal
trade. At the breaking out of the war in 1755, he entered
into the king’s fervice, on board the Eagle, at that time
commanded by Captain Hamer, and afterward by Sir Hugh
Pallifer, who foon difcovered his merit, and introduced him
on the quarter-deck.

In the year 1758, we find him mafter of the Northum-
berland, the flag fhip of Lord Colville, who had then the
command of the fquadron ftationed on the coaft of America.
It was here, as I have often heard him fay, that, during a
hard winter, he firft read Euclid, and applied him{elf to the
ftudy of mathematics and aftronomy, without any other
affiftance, than what a few books, and his own induftry,
afforded him. At the fame time, that he thus found means
to cultivate and improve his mind, and to fupply the defi-
ciencies of an early education, he was engaged in moft of
the bufy and active fcenes of the war in America. At the
fiege of Quebec, Sir Charles Saunders committed to his
charge the execution of fervices, of the firft importance in
the naval department. He piloted the boats to the attack of
Montmorency ; conducted the embarkation to the Heights
of Abraham ; examined the paffage, and laid buoys for the
fecurity of the large fhips in proceeding up the river. The
courage and addrefs with which he acquitted himfelf in
thefe fervices, gained him the warm friendfhip of Sir Charles
Saunders and Lord Colville, who continued to patronize him,
during the reft of their lives, with the greateft zeal and af-
fection. At the conclufion of the war, he was appointed,

through
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through the recommendation of Lord Colville and Sir Hugh
Pallifer, to furvey the Gulf of St. Laurence, and the coaits
of Newfoundland. In this employment he continued till
the year 1767, when he was fixed on by Sir Edward Hawke,
to command an expedition to the South Seas, for the pur-
pofe of obferving the tranfit of #enus, and profecuting dif-
coveries in that part of the globe.

From this period, as his fervices are too well known to
require a recital here, fo his reputation has proportionably
advanced to a height too great to be affeted by my pane-
gyrick. Indeed, he appears to have been moit eminently
and peculiarly qualified for this fpecies of enterprize. The
earlieft habits of his life, the courfe of his fervices, and the
conftant application of his mind, all confpired to fit him for
ity and gave him a degree of profeflional knowledge, whlch
can fall to the lot of very few.

The conftitution of his body was robuft, inured to labour,
and capable of undergoing the fevereft hardfhips. His fto-
mach bore, without difficulty, the coarfeft and moft un-
grateful food. Indeed, temperance in him was fcarcely a
virtue ; {fo great was the indifference with which he fub-
mitted to every kind of {elf-denial. - The qualities of his
mind were of the fame hardy, vigorous kind with thofe of
his body. His underftanding was ftrong and perfpicacious.
His judgment, in whatever related to the fervices he was
engaged in, quick and fure. His defigns were bold and
manly; and both in the conception, and in the mode of
execution, bore evident marks of a great original genius.
His courage was cool and determined, and accompanied
with an admirable prefence of mind in the moment of
danger. His manners were plain and unaffected. His
temper might perhaps have been juftly blamed, as fubject

to
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to haftinefs and paffion, had not thefe been difarmed by a
difpofition the moft benevolent and humane.

Such were the outlines of Captain Cook’s character; but
its moft diftinguithing feature was, that unremitting per-
feverance in the purfuit of his objet, which was not only
fuperior to the oppofition of dangers, and the preflure of
hardfhips, but even exempt from the want of ordinary re-
laxation. During the long and tedious voyages in which
he was engaged, his eagernefs and activity were never in
the leaft abated. No incidental temptation could detain
‘him for a moment; even thofe intervals of recreation,
which {fometimes unavoidably occurred, and were looked
for by us with a longing, that perfons, who have expe-
rienced the fatigues of fervice, will readily excufe, were
{fubmitted to by him with a certain impatience, whenever
they could not be employed in making further provifion
for the more effectual profecution of his defigns.

It is not neceflary, here, to enumerate the inftances in
which thefe qualities were difplayed, during the great and
important enterprizes in which he was engaged. I fhall
content myfelf with ftating the refult of thofe fervices, un-
der the two principal heads to which they may be referred,
thofe of geography and navigation, placing each in a fepa-
rate and diftinét point of view.

Perhaps no {cience ever received greater additions from
the labours of a fingle man, than geography has done from
thofe of Captain Cook. In his firft voyage to the South
Seas, he difcovered the Society Iflands ; determined the in-
fularity of New Zealand ; difcovered the ftraits which fepa-
rate the two iflands, and are called after his name; and
made a complete furvey of both. He afterward explored
the Eaftern coaft of New Holland, hitherto unknown ; an
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extent of twenty-feven degrees of latitude, or upward of
two thoufand miles.

In his fecond expedition, he refolved the great problem
of a Southern continent ; having traverfed that hemifphere
between the latitudes of 40° and 70°% in {fuch a manner, as
not to leave a poflibility of its exiftence, unlefs near the pole,
and out of the reach of navigation. During this voyage,
he difcovered New Caledonia, the largeft ifland in the South-
ern Pacific, except New Zealand ; the ifland of Georgia;
and an unknown coaft, which he named Sandwich Land,
the zbule of the Southern hemifphere ; and having twice
vifited the tropical {eas, he fettled the fituations of the old,
and made feveral new difcoveries.

But the voyage we are now relating, is diftinguifhed,
above all the reft, by the extent and importance of its dif-
coveries. Befides {feveral {maller iflands in the Southern
Pacific, he difcovered, to the North of the equinoétial line,
the group called the Sandwich Iflands ; which, from their
fituation and productions, bid fairer for becoming an object
of confequence, in the {yftem of European navigation, than
any other difcovery in the South Sea. He afterward ex-
plored what had hitherto remained unknown of the Weftern
coaft of America, from the latitude of 43° to 70" North, con-
taining an extent of three thoufand five hundred miles ;
afcertained the proximity of the two great continents of
Afia and America; pafled the ftraits between them, and fur- °
veyed the coaft, on each fide, to fuch a height of Northern
latitude, as to demonftrate the impracticability of a paffage,
in that hemifphere, from the Atlantic into the Pacific
Ocean, either by an Eaftern or a Weftern courfe. In fhort,
if we except the fea of Amur, and the Japanefe Archi-
pelago, which ftill remain imperfeétly known to Euro-

peans,
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peans, he has completed the hydrography of the habitable
globe.

As a navigator, his fervices were not perhaps lefs {plen-
did 5 certainly not lefs important and meritorious. The me-
thod which he difcovered, and fo fuccefstully purfued, of
preferving the health of feamen, forms a new @ra in navi-
gation, and will tranfmit his name to future ages, amongtt
the friends and benefactors of mankind.

Thofe who are converfant in naval hiftory, need not be
told, at how dear a rate the advantages, which have been
fought through the medium of long voyages at {ea, have
always been purchafed. That dreadful diforder which is
peculiar to this {fervice, and whofe ravages have marked the
tracks of difcoverers with circumftances almoft too thock-
ing to relate, muft, without exercifing an unwarrantable
tyranny over the lives of our {feamen, have proved an in-
fuperable obftacle to the profecution of fuch enterprizes.
It was referved for Captain Cook to fhew the world, by
repeated trials, that voyages might be protracted to the un-
ufual length of three or even four years, in unknown re-
gions, and under every change and rigour of climate, not
only without affe&ting the health, but even without dimi-
nifhing the probability of life, in the {malleft degree. The
method he purfued has been fully explained by himfelf, in
a paper which was read before the Royal Society, in the
year 1776 #; and whatever improvements the experience of
the prefent voyage has fuggefted, are mentioned in their
proper places.

With refpect to his profeffional abilities, I fthall leave them
to the judgment of thofe who are beft acquainted with the
nature of the fervices in which he was engaged. They will

% Sir Godfrey Copley's gold medal was adjudged to him, on that occafion.
H 2 readily
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readily acknowledge, that to have conducted three expedi-
tions of fo much danger and difficulty, of fo unufual a

~length, and in fuch a wvariety of fituation, with uniform

and invariable fuccefs, muft have required not only a
thorough and accurate knowledge of his bufinefs, but a
powerful and comprehenfive genius, fruitful in refources,
and equally ready in the' application of whatever the higher
and inferior calls of the fervice required.

Having given the moft faithful account I have been able
to collect, both from my own obfervation, and the relations
of others, of the death of my ever honoured friend, and
alfo of his charaéter and fervices; I fhall now leave his me-
mory to the gratitude and admiration of pofterity ; accept-
ing, with a melancholy fatisfaction, the honour, which the
lofs of him hath procured me, of feeing my name joined
with his; and of teftifying that affection and refpect for
his memory, which, whilft he lived, it was no lefs my in-
clination, than my conftant ftudy, to thew him.

CHaAP.
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Tranfalfions at Owbhybee, fubfequent to the Death of Captain
Cook.—~Gallant Bebaviour of the Licutenant of Marines.——
Dangerous Situation of the Party at the Morai.—Bravery
of one of the Natives.—Confultation refpeciing future Mea-
Jures.— Demand of the Body of Captain Cook.— Evafive
and infidious Conducf of Koab, and the Chiefs.— Infolent
Bebaviour of the Natives.—Promotion of Officers.—Arrival
of two Priefls with Part of the Body.—Extraordinary Be-
baviour of two Boys.—Burning of the Village of Kakooa.—
Unfortunate Deflruction of the Dwellings of the Priefls.—
Recovery of the Bones of Captain Cook.—~Departure from
Karakakooa Bay.

T has been already related, that four of the marines,
who attended Captain Cook, were killed by the iflanders

on the fpot. The reft, with Mr. Phillips, their Lieutenant,
threw themielves into the water, and efcaped, under cover
of a fmart fire from the boats. On this occafion, a remark-
able inftance of gallant behaviour, and of affection for his
men, was fhewn by that officer. For he had {carcely got
into the boat, when, feeing one of the marines, who was a
bad fwimmer, ftruggling in the water, and in danger of
being taken by the enemy, he immediately jumped into the
fea to his affiftance, though much wounded himfelf; and
after
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after receiving a blow on the head from a {tone, which had
nearly {fent him to the bottom, he caught the man Dby the
hair, and brought him fafe off #. '

Our people continued for fome time to keep up a conftant
fire from the boats (which, during the whole tranfation,
were not more than twenty yards from the land), in order
to afford their unfortunate companions, if any of them
{hould ftill remain alive, an opportunity of efcaping. Thefe
efforts, feconded by a few guns, that were fired at the fame
time, from the Refolution, having forced the natives at laft
to retire, a fmall boat, manned by five of our young mid-
thipmen, pulled toward the fhore, where they {aw the bo-
dies, without any figns of life, lying on the ground; but
judging it dangerous to attempt to bring them off, with fo
fmall a force, and their ammunition being nearly expended,
they returned to the thips, leaving them in pofleflion of the
iflanders, together with ten ftands of arms.

As foon as the general coniternation, which the news of
this calamity occafioned throughout both crews, had a little
fubfided, their attention was called to our party at the Morai,

#* From the annexed plate, the reader will be enabled to form a very clear and diftinét
idea of the fituation of the feveral places mentioned in this and the three laft chapters.
On the fartheft point of land, beyond the thips, to the left, is fituated the village of Kow-
rowa, where Captain Cook was killed. The pile of ftones, with a building on the top,
at the other extremity of the plate, reprefents the Jdsrai, where the obfervatories were
erefted. Behind the grove of cocoa-nut trees, ftood the cloifters of the priefts. To
the left of thefe, is part of the village of Kakooa, which was burnt down on the 17th of
February ; and, farther on, amongft the rocks, at the end of the beach, is the well where
we watered. The fteep high ground, above the beach, is the hill from which the natives
annoyed the waterers, by rolling down ftones.

In the fore ground, a native is fwimming on one of the boards, as defcribed in the fe-
venth chapter. The canoes, and the general air of the people, are reprefented with the
greateft truth and fidelity,

where
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where the maft and fails were on fhore, with a guard of
only fix marines. It is impoffible for me to defcribe the
emotions of my own mind, during the time thefe tranf-
actions had been carrying on, at the other fide of the bay.
Being at the diftance only of a fhort mile from the village
of Kowrowa, we could fee diftinétly an immenfe crowd
colleéted on the {pot where Captain Cook had juft be-
fore landed. We heard the firing of the mufquetry, and
could perceive fome extraordinary buftle and agitation in
the multitude. We afterward faw the natives flying, the
boats retire from the fhore, and paffing and repafling, in
great ftillnefs, between the thips. I muft confefs, that my
heart foon mifgave me. Where a life fo dear and valu-
able was concerned, it was impoflible not to be alarmed,
by appearances both new and threatening. But, befides
this, I knew, that a long and uninterrupted courfe of fuc-
cefs, in his tranfactions with the natives of thefe feas, had
given the Captain a degree of confidence, that I was al-
ways fearful might, at fome unlucky moment, put him too
much off his guard; and I now faw all the dangers to
which that confidence might lead, without receiving much
confolation from confidering the experience that had given
rife to it.

My firft care, on hearing the mufquets fired, was, to affure
the people, who were affembled in confiderable numbers,
round the wall of our confecrated field, and feemed equally
at a lofs with ourfelves how to account for what they had
{een and heard, that they fhould not be molefted ; and that,
at all events, I was defirous of continuing on peaceable
terms with them. We remained in this pofture, till the
boats had returned on board, when Captain Clerke, obferv-
ing, through his telefcope, that we were {furrounded by the

natives,
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natives, and apprehending they meant to attack us, ordered
two four-pounders to be fired at them. Fortunately thefe
guns, though well aimed, did no mifchief, and yet gave
the natives a convincing proof of their power. One of the
balls broke a cocoa-nut tree in the middle, under which a
party of them were fitting ; and the other fhivered a rock,
that ftood in an exact line with them. As I had, juft before,
given them the ftrongeft affurances of their fafety, I was
exceedingly mortified at this at of hoftility ; and, to pre-
vent a repetition of it, immediately difpatched a boat to ac-
quaint Captain Clerke, that, at prefent, I was on the moft
friendly terms with the natives; and that, if occafion fhould
hereafter arife for altering my conduét toward them, I
would hoift a jack, as a {ignal for him to afford us all the
afliftance in his power.

We expected the return of the boat with the utmoft im-
patience ; and after remaining a quarter of an hour, under
the moft torturing anxiety and fufpenfe, our fears were at
length confirmed, by the arrival of Mr. Bligh, with orders
to {trike the tents as quickly as poflible, and to fend the
fails, that were repairing, on board. Juit at the fame mo-
ment, our friend Kaireekeea having alfo received intelli-
gence of the death of Captain Cook, from a native, who had
arrived from the other fide of the bay, came to me, with
great forrow and dejection in his countenance, to inguire,
if it was true ?

Our fituation was, at this time, extremely critical and im-
portant. Not only our own lives, but the event of the ex-
pedition, and the return of at leaft one of the fhips, being
involved in the fame common danger. We had the maft of
the Refolution, and the greateft part of our fails, on fhore,
under the protection of only fix marines: their lofs would

have
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have been irreparable; and though the natives had not as
yet thewn the {fmalleft difpofition to moleft us, yet it was
impoffible to an{wer for the alteration, which the news of
the tranfaction at Kowrowa might produce. I therefore
thought it prudent to diffemble my belief of the death of
Captain Cook, and to defire Kaireekeea to difcourage the
report ; left either the fear of our refentment, or the {fuc-
cefsful example of their countrymen, might lead them to
feize the favourable opportunity, which at this time of-
fered itfelf, of giving us a fecond blow. At the fame time,
I advifed him to bring old Kaoo, and the reft of the priefts,
into a large houfe that was clofe to the Morai ; partly out of
regard to their fafety, in cafe it fhould have been found ne-
ceffary to proceed to extremities ; and partly to have him
near us, in order to make ufe of his authority with the peo-
ple, if it could be inftrumental in preferving peace.

Having placed the marines on the top of the Morai,
which formed a ftrong and advantageous poft, and left
the command with Mr. Bligh, giving him the moft pofi-
tive directions to act entirely on the defenfive, I went on
board the Difcovery, in order to reprefent to Captain Clerke
the dangerous fituation of our affairs. As {foon as I quit-
ted the fpot, the natives began to annoy our people with
ftones ; and I had fcarcely reached the thip, before I heard
the firing of the marines. I therefore returned inftantly
on fhore, where I found things growing every moment
more alarming. The natives were arming, and putting on
their mats; and their numbers increafed very faft. I could
alfo perceive feveral large bodies marching toward us,
along the cliff which feparates the village of Kakooa from
the North fide of the bay, where the village of Kowrowa
is fituated.

Vor. III, I They
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They began, at firft, to attack us with ftones, from be-
hind the walls of their inclofures, and finding no refiftance
on our part, they foon grew more daring. A few refolute
fellows, having crept along the beach, under cover of the
rocks, fuddenly made their appearance at the foot of the
Morai, with a defign, as it feemed, of ftorming it on the fide
next the fea, which was its only acceffible part; and were
not diflodged, till after they had ftood a confiderable num-
ber of fhot, and feen one of their party fall.

The bravery of one of thefe affailants well deferves to
be particularly mentioned. For having returned to carry
off his companion, amidft the fire of our whole party, a
wound, which he received, made him quit the body and
retire ; but, in a few minutes, he again appeared, and be-
ing again wounded, he was obliged a fecond time to re-
treat. At this moment I arrived at the Morai, and faw him
return the third time, bleeding and faint; and being in-
formed of what had happened, I forbad the {oldiers to fire,
and he was fuffered to carry off his friend; which he was
juft able to perform, and then fell down himfelf, and ex-
pired.

About this time, a ftrong reinforcement from both fhips
having landed, the natives retreated behind their walls;
which giving me accefs to our friendly priefts, I fent one
of them to endeavour to bring their countrymen to fome
terms, and to propofe to them, that if they would defift
from throwing ftones, I would not permit our men to fire.
This truce was agreed to, and we were {uffered to launch
the maft, and carry off the fails, and our aftronomical ap-
paratus, unmolefted. As foon as we had quitted the Morai,
they took pofleflion of it, and {fome of them threw a few
ftones ; but without doing us any mifchief.

It
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It was half an hour paft eleven o’clock, when I got on
board the Difcovery, where I found no decifive plan had
been adopted for our future proceedings. The reftitution
of the boat, and the recovery of the body of Captain Cook,
were the objects, which, on all hands, we agreed to infift
on ; and it was my opinion, that {fome vigorous fteps thould
be taken, in cafe the demand of them was not immediately
complied with.

Though my feelings, on the death of a beloved and ho-
noured friend, may be fuipeted to have had fome fhare
in this opinion, yet there were certainly other reafons,
and thofe of the moft {erious kind, that had confiderable
weight with me. The confidence which their fuccefs in
killing our Chief, and forcing us to quit the {hore, muit
naturally have infpired; and the advantage, however tri-
fling, which they had obtained over us the preceding day,
would, I had no doubt, encourage them to make fome
further dangerous attempts; and the more efpecially, as
they had little reafon, from what they had hitherto feen,
to dread the effets of our fire-arms. Indeed, contrary to
the expectations of every one, this fort of weapon had
produced no figns of terror in them. On our fide, fuch
was the condition of the thips, and the ftate of difcipline
amongit us, that had a vigorous attack been made on us, in
the night, it would have been impoflible to anfwer for the
confequences. |

In thefe apprehenfions, I was {upported by the opinion
of moft of the officers on board; and nothing feemed to
me fo likely to encourage the natives to make the attempt,
as the appearance of our being inclined to an accom-
modation, which they could only attribute to weaknefs,

or fear.
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In favour of more conciliatory meafures, it was juftly
urged, that the mifchief was done, and irreparable; that
the natives had a ftrong claim to our regard, on account of
their former friendfhip and kindnefs ; and the more efpe-
cially, as the late melancholy accident did not appear to
have arifen from any premeditated defign : that, on the
part of Terreeoboo, his ignorance of the theft, his readi-
nefs to accompany Captain Cook on board, and his having
altually {fent his two fons into the boat, muft free him
from the {malleft degree of fufpicion : that the conduct of
his women, and the Erees, might eafily be accounted for,
from the apprehenfions occafioned by the armed force
with which Captain Cook came on fhore, and the hoitile
preparations in the bay ; appearances fo different from the
terms of friendfhip and confidence, in which both parties
had hitherto lived, that the arming of the natives was
evidently with a defign to refift the attempt, which they
had fome reafon to imagine would be made, to carry
off their king by force, and was naturally to be expected
from a people full of affetion and attachment to their
Chiefs.

To thefe motives of humanity, others of a prudential
nature were added; that we were in want of water, and
other refrefhments: that our foremaft would require fix
or eight days work, before it could be ftepped : that the
{pring was advancing apace; and that the {fpeedy profecu-
tion of our next Northern expedition ought now to be our
fole object : that therefore to engage in a vindictive conteft
with the inhabitants, might not only lay us under the im-
putation of unneceflary cruelty, but would occafion an un-
avoidable delay in the equipment of the fhips.

In this latter opinion Captain Clerke concurred; and

though
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though I was convinced, that an early difplay of vigorous
refentment would more effectually have anfwered every ob-
ject both of prudence and humanity, I was not forry, that
the meafures I had recommended were rejected. For though
the contemptuous behaviour of the natives, and their {fub-
fequent oppofition to our neceflary operations on fhore,
arifing, I have no doubt, from a mifconftruction of our
lenity, compelled us at laft to have recourfe to violence in
our own defence; yet I am not fo fure, that the circum-
ftances of the cafe would, in the opinion of the world, have
juftified the ufe of force, on our part, in the firft inftance,.
Cautionary rigour is at all times invidious, and has this
additional objection to it, that the feverity of a preventive
courfe, when it beft fucceeds, leaves its expediency the leaft
apparent.

During the time we were thus engaged, in concerting
fome plan for our future conduét, a prodigious concourfe
of natives ftill kept pofleflion of the thore; and fome of
them came off in canoes, and had the boldnefs to approach
within piftol-fhot of the fhips, and to infult us by various
marks of contempt and defiance. It was with great diffi-
culty we could reftrain the failors from the ufe of their
~ arms, on thefe occafions; but as pacific meafures had
been refolved on, the canoes were {uffered to return un-
molefted.

In purfuance of this plan, it was determined that I
fhould proceed toward the fhore, with the boats of both
fhips, well manned and armed, with a view to bring the
natives to a parley, and, if poffible, to obtain a conference
with fome of the Chiefs. "

If this attempt {ucceeded, I was to demand the dead bo-
dies, and particularly that of Captain Cook; to threaten

them
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them with our vengeance in cafe of a refufal; but, by no
means, to fire unlefs attacked ; and not to land on any ac-
count whatever. Thefe orders were delivered to me before
the whole party, and in the moft pofitive manner.

I left the fhips about four o’clock in the afternoon; and,
as we approached the fhore, I perceived every indication of
a hoftile reception. The whole crowd of natives was in
motion ; the women and children retiring ; the men put-
ting on their war mats, and arming themielves with long
{pears and daggers. We allo obferved, that, fince the morn-
ing, they had thrown up ftone breaft-works along the
beach, where Captain Cook had landed ; probably in expec=
tation of an attack at that place ; and, as {foon as we were
within reach, they began to throw ftones at us with {lings,
but without doing any mifchief. Concluding, therefore,
that all attempts to bring them to a parley would be in vain,
unlefs I firft gave them fome ground for mutual confidence ;
1 ordered the armed boats to ftop, and went on, in the
{mall boat, alone, with a white flag in my hand, which, by
a general cry of joy from the natives, I had the fatisfaction
to find was inftantly underftood. The women immediately
returned from the fide of the hill, whither they had retired ;
the men threw off their mats; and all {at down together by
the water-fide, extending their arms, and inviting me to
come on fhore.

Though this behaviour was very expreflive of a friendly
difpofition, yet I could not help entertaining {fome fufpicions
of its fincerity. But when I faw Koah, with a boldnefs and
affurance altogether unaccountable, {wimming off toward
the boat, with a white flag in his hand, I thought it ne-
ceflary to return "this mark of confidence, and therefore re-
ceived him into the boat, though armed; a circumitance

which
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which did not tend to leffen my {ufpicions. I muft confefs,
I had long harboured an unfavourable opinion of this man.
The priefts had always told us, that he was of a malicious
difpofition, and no friend of ours; and the repeated detec-
tions of his fraud and treachery, had convinced us of the
truth of their reprefentations, Add to all this, the fhocking
tranfaction of the morning, in which he was feen aéting
a principal part, made me feel the utmoit horror at find-
ing myfelf fo near him; and as he came up to me with
feigned tears, and embraced me, I was fo diftruftful of
his intentions, that I could not help taking hold of the
point of the pabooab, which he held in his hand, and
turning it from me. I told him, that I had come to de-
mand the body of Captain Cook; and to declare war
againft them, unlefs it was inftantly reftored. He affured
me this thould be done as foon as poflible ; and that he
would go himfelf for that purpofe; and, after begging of
me a piece of iron, with much affurance, as if nothing
extraordinary had happened, he leaped into the fea, and
fwam athore, calling out to his countrymen, that we were
all friends again.

We waited near an hour, with great anxiety, for his re-
turn ; during which time, the reft of the boats had ap-
proached fo near the fhore, as to enter into converfation
with a party of the natives, at fome diftance from us; by
whom they were plainly given to underftand, that the body
had been cut to pieces, and carried up the country ; but of
this circumftance I was not informed, till our return to the
thips. s
I began now to exprefs fome impatience at Koah’s delay ;
upon which the Chiefs prefled me exceedingly to come on
fhore ; affuring me, that if I would go myfelf to Terreeoboo,

the
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the body would certainly be reftored to me. When they
found they could not prevail on me to land, they attempt-
ed, under a pretence of wifhing to converfe with more
eafe, to decoy our boat among fome rocks, where they
would have had it in their power to cut us off from the
reft. It was no difficult matter to fee through thefe arti-
fices ; and I was, therefore, ftrongly inclined to break off
all further communication with them, when a Chief came
to us, who was the particular friend of Captain Clerke,
and of the officers of the Difcovery, on board which fhip
he had failed, when we laft left the bay, intending to take
his paflage to Mowee. He told us, he came from Terreeo-
boo to acquaint us, that the body was carried up the
country; but that it fhould be brought to us the next .
morning. There appeared a great deal of fincerity in his
manner ; and being afked, if he told a falfehood, he hook-
ed his two fore-fingers together, which is underftood
amongft thefe iflanders as the fign of truth; in the ufe of
which the'}' are very {crupulous.

As I was now at a lofs in what manner to proceed, I fent
Mr. Vancouver to acquaint Captain Clerke with all that had
paflfed ; that my opinion was, they meant not to keep their
word with us, and were fo far from being forry at what had
happened, that, on the contrary, they were full of fpirits
and confidence on account of their late fuccefs, and fought
only to gain time, till they could contrive fome fcheme for
getting us into their power. Mr. Vancouver came back
with orders for me to return on board ; having firft given
the natives to underftand, that, if the body was not brought
the next morning, the town fhould be deftroyed.

When they faw that we were going off, they endeavoured

to provoke us by the moft infulting and contemptuous gei-
tures.
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tures. Some of our people faid, they could diftinguifh feve-
ral of the natives parading about in the clothes of our un-
fortunate comrades ; and, among them, a Chief brandifhing
Captain Cook’s hanger, and a woman holding the fcabbard.
Indeed, there can be no doubt, but that our behaviour had
given them a mean opinion of our courage; for they could
have but little notion of the motives of humanity that di-
rected it.

In confequence of the report I made to Captain Clerke, of
what I conceived to be the prefent temper and difpofition of
the iflanders, the moft effe¢tual meafures were taken to
guard againit any attack they might make in the night.
The boats were moored with top-chains; additional {enti-
nels were pofted on both fhips; and guard-boats were fta-
tioned to row round them, in order to prevent the natives
from cutting the cables. During the night we obferved a
prodigious number of lights on the hills, which made
fome of us imagine they were removing their effects back
into the country, in confequence of our threats. But I ra-
ther believe them to have been the {acrifices that were
performing on account of the war, in which they imagined
themfelves about to be engaged; and moft probably the
bodies of our {lain countrymen were, at that time, burn-
ing. We afterward faw fires of the {fame kind, as we pafi-
ed the ifland of Morotoi ; and which, we were told by fome
natives then on board, were made on account of the war
they had declared againit a neighbouring ifland. And this
agfees with what. we learned amongft the Friendly and
Society Ifles, that, previous to any expedition againft an
enemy, the Chiefs always endeavoured to animate and in-
flame the courage of the people by feafts and rejoicings in
the night.

Vou. III. K We
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We remained the whole night undifturbed, except by the
howlings and lamentations which were heard on fhore:
and early the next morning, Koah came along-fide the Re-
folution, with a prefent of cloth, and a {mall pig, which he
defired leave to prefent to me. I have mentioned before,
that I was fuppofed, by the natives, to be the {on of Captain
Cook ; and as he, in his life-time, had always fuffered
them to believe it, I was probably confidered as the Chief;
after his death. As foon as I came on deck, I queftioned
him about the body ; and, on his returning me nothing but
evafive anfwers, I refufed to accept his prefents ; and was
going to difmifs him, with fome expreflions of anger and
refentment, had not Captain Clerke, judging it beft, at all
events, to keep up the appearance of friendfhip, thought
it more proper, that he thould be treated with the ufual re-
fpect.

This treacherous fellow came frequently to us, during

the courfe of the forenoon, with fome trifling prefent or

other ; and, as I always obferved him eyeing every part of
the fhip with great attention, I took care he fhould fee we
were well prepared for our defence.

He was exceedingly urgent, both with Captain Clerke and
myf{elf, to go on fhore, laying all the blame of the deten-
tion of the bodies on the other Chiefs ; and affuring us, that
every thing might be fettled to our fatisfaction, by a per-
fonal interview with Terreeoboo. However, his conduét
was too fufpicious to make it prudent to comply with this
requeft; and indeed a fact came afterward to our know-
ledge, which proved the entire falfehood of his pretences.
For we were told, that, immediately after the action in
which Captain Cook was killed, the old king had retired
to a cave in the {teep part of the mountain, that hangs over

the
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the bay, which was acceffible only by the help of ropes,
and where he remained for many days, having his victuals
let down to him by cords.

When Koah returned from the {hips, we could perceive
that his countrymen, who had been collected, by break of
day, in vaft crowds on the fhore, thronged about him with
great eagernefs ; as if to learn the intelligence he had ac~
quired, and what was to be done in confequence of it. It is
very probable, that they expected we thould attempt to put
our threats in execution ; and they feemed fully refolved to
ftand their ground. During the whole morning, we heard
conchs blowing in different parts of the coaft; large parties
were {feen marching over the hills; and, in fhort, appear-
ances were fo alarming, that we carried out a {tream anchor,
to enable us to haul the thip abreaft of the town, in cafe of
an attack ; and ftationed boats off the North poeint of the
bay, to prevent a furprize from that quarter. '

The breach of their engagement to reftore the bodies of
the flain, and the warlike pofture, in which they, at this
time, appeared, occafioned freth debates amongft us con-
cerning the meafures next to be purfued. It was, at laft,
determined, that nothing fhould be {uffered to interfere
with the repair of the maft, and the preparations for our
departure; but that we thould, neverthelefs, continue our
negociations for the recovery of the bodies. :

The greateft part of the day was taken up in getting the
fore-maft into a proper fituation on deck, for the carpenters
to work upon it; and in making the neceflary alterations in
the commiffions of the officers. The command of the ex-
pedition having devolved on Captain Clerke, he removed
on board the Refolution, appointed Lieutenant Gore to be
Captain of the Difcovery, and promoted Mr. Harvey, a mid-

K 2 fhipman,
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thipman, who had been with Captain Cook in his two laft
voyages, to the vacant Lieutenancy. During the whole
day, we met with no interruption from the natives; and, at
night, the launch was again moored with a top-chain; and
guard-boats {tationed round both fhips as before.

About eight o’clock, it being very dark, a canoe was heard
paddling toward the thip ; and as foon as it was feen, both
the fentinels.on deck fired into it. There were two perfons
in the canoe, and they immediately roared out ¢ Tinnee,”
(which was the way in which they pronounced my name),
and faid they were friends, and had {fomething for me be-
longing to Captain Cook. When they came on board, they
threw themfelves at our feet, and appeared exceedingly
frightened. Luckily neither of them was hurt, notwith-
ftanding the balls of both pieces had gone through the
canoe. One of them was the perfon, whom I have before
mentioned under the name of the 7afoe man, who con-
ftantly attended Captain Cook with the circamftances of ce-
remony I have already defcribed; and who, though a man
of rank in the ifland, could fcarcely be hindered from per-
forming for him the loweft offices of a menial fervant.
After lamenting, with abundance of tears, the lofs of the
Orono, he told us, that he had brought us a part of his
body. He then prefented to us a {mall bundle wrapped up
in cloth, which he brought under his arm; and it is im-
poflible to defcribe the horror which feized us, on finding
in it a piece of human flefh, about nine or ten pounds
weight. This, he faid, was all that remained of the body ;
that the reft was cut to pieces, and burnt; but that the
head and all the bones, except what belonged to the trunk,
were in the pofleffion of Terreeoboo, and the other Erees ;
that what we {faw had been allotted to Kaoo, the chief of

the
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the priefts, to be made ufe of in fome religious ceremony ;
and that he had fent it as a proof of his innocence and at-
tachment to us.

This afforded an opportunity of informing ourfelves
whether they were cannibals ; and we did not neglect it.
We firft tried, by many indirect queftions, put to each of
them apart, to learn in what manner the reft of the bodies
had been difpofed of; and finding them very conftant in
one ftory, that, after the fleflh had been cut off, it was all
burnt; we at laft put the dire¢t queftion, Whether they
had not eat fome of it ? They immediately thewed as much
horror at the idea, as any European would have done;
and afked, very naturally, if that was the cuftom amongft
us? They afterward afked us, with great earnefinefs and
apparent apprehenfion, % When the Orono would come
again ? and what he would do to them on his return ?” The
fame inquiry was frequently made afterward by others;
and this idea agrees with the general tenour of their con-
duét toward him, which thewed, that they confidered him
as a being of a fuperior nature.

We prefled our two friendly vifiters to remain on board till
morning ; but in vain. They told us, that, if this tranfac-
tion fthould come to the knowledge of the king, or Chiefs,
it might be attended with the moft fatal confequences tb
their whole fociety ; in order to prevent which, they had
been obliged to come off to us in the dark; and that the
fame precaution would be neceffary in returning on fhore.
They informed us farther, that the Chiefs were eager to
revenge the death of their countrymen; and, particularly,
cautioned us againft trufting Koah, whe, they {aid, was our
mortal and implacable enemy; and defired nothing more
ardently, than an opportunity of fighting us; to which the

blowing
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blowing of the conchs, we had heard in the mormng, was
meant as a challenge.

We learned from thefe men, that {feventeen of their coun-
trymen were killed in the firft ation at Kowrowa, of whom
five were Chiefs; and that Kaneena and his brother, our
very particular friends, were unfortunately of that number.
Eight, they faid, were killed at the obfervatory; three of
whom were alfo of the firft rank.

About eleven o’clock, our two friends left us, and took
the precaution to defire, that our guard-boat might attend
them, till they had paffed the Difcovery, left they thould
again be fired upon, which might alarm their countrymen
on fhore, and expole them to the danger of being difco-
vered. This requeft was complied with; and we had the
{atisfadtion to find, that they got fafe and undifcovered to
land.

During the remainder of this night, we heard the fame
loud howling and lamentations, as in the preceding one.
Early in the morning, we received another vifit from Koahi
I muft confefs, I was a little piqued to find, that, notwith-
ftanding the moft evident marks of treachery in his con-
duct, and the pofitive teftimony of our friends the priefts, he
fhould ftill be permitted to carry on the {fame farce, and to
make us at leaft appear to be the dupes of his hvpocrify.
Indeed our fituation was become extremely awkward and
unpromifing ; none of the purpofes for which this pacific
courfe of proceeding had been adopted, having hitherto
been in the leaft forwarded by it. No {fatisfactory anfwer
whatever had been given to our demands; we did not feem
to be at all advanced toward a reconciliation with the
iflanders ; they ftill kept in force on the fhore, as if deter-
mined to refift any attempts we might make to land ; and

vet
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yet the attempt was become abfolutely neceflary, as the
completing our fupply of water would not admit of any
longer delay.

However it muit be obferved, in juftice to the conduét of
Captain Clerke, that it was very probable, from the great
numbers of the natives, and from the refolution with
which they feemed to expeét us, an attack could not have
been made without fome danger; and that the lofs of a
very few men might have been feverely felt by us, during
the remaining courfe of our voyage. Whereas the delaying
the execution of our threats, though, on the one hand, it
leflened their opinion of our prowefs, had the effect of
caufing them to difperfe, on the other. For, this day, about
noon, finding us perfift in our inactivity, great bodies of
them, after blowing their conchs, and ufing every mode of
defiance, marched off, over the hills, and never appeared
afterward. Thofe, however, who remained, were not the
lefs daring and infolent. One man had the audacity to
come within muf{quet-fhot, a-head of the thip; and, after
{linging feveral ftones at us, he waved Captain Cook’s hat
over his head, whilft his countrymen on fhore were exult-
ing, and encouraging his boldnefs. Our people were all in
a flame at this infult, and, coming in a body on the quarter-

deck, begged they might no longer be obliged to put up’

with thefe repeated provocations ; and requefted me to ob-
tain permiffion for them, from Captain Clerke, to avail
themfielves of the firft fair occafion of revenging the death
of their Commander. On my acquainting him with what
was pafling, he gave orders for fome great guns to be fired
at the natives on fhore; and promifed the crew, that if they

fhould meet with any moleftation at the watering-place,
the
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the next day, they fhould then be left at liberty to chaftife
them.

It is fomewhat remarkable, that, before we could bring
our guns to bear, the iflanders had fufpeéted our inten-
tions, from the f{tir they faw in the fhip, and had retired
behind their houfes and walls. We were therefore obliged
to fire, in fome meafure, at random; notwithftanding
which, our fhot produced all the effects that could have
been defired. For, foon after, we faw Koah paddling to-
ward us, with extreme hafte, and, on his arrival, we learn-
ed, that fome people had been killed, and amongft the reft,
Maiha-maiha, a principal Chief, and a near relation of the
king #.

Soon after the arrival of Koah, two boys {wam off from
the Morai toward the fhips, having each a long fpear in his
hand ; and after they had approached pretty near, they be-
gan to chant a fong in a very folemn manner; the fubjeét
of which, from their often mentioning the word Orono, and
pointing to the village where Captain Cook was killed, we
concluded to be the late calamitous difafter. Having {fung
in a plaintive {train for about twelve or fifteen minutes,
during the whole of which time they remained in the wa-
ter, they went on board the Difcovery, and delivered their
{pears; and, after making a fhort ftay, returned on fhore.
Who fent them, or what was the object of this ceremony,
we were never able to learn.

At night, the ufual precautions were taken for the fecu-
rity of the fhips; and as foon as it was dark, our two

* The word matee, is commonly ufed, in the language of thefe iflands, to exprefs either
killing or wounding ; and we were afterward told, that this Chief had only received a
flight blow on the face from a ftone, which had been ftruck by one of the balls.

friends,
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friends, who had vifited us the night before, came off
again. They affured us, that though the effects of our
great guns, this afternoon, had terrified the Chiefs ex-
ceedingly, they had by no means laid afide their hoftile in-
tentions, and advifed us to be on our guard.

The next morning, the boats of both fhips were {ent
afhore for water ; and the Difcovery was warped clofe to the
beach, in order to cover that fervice. We 1oon found, that
the intelligence which the priefts had fent us, was not with-
out foundation; and that the natives were refolved to take
every opportunity of annoying us, when it could be done
without much rifk.

‘Throughout all this group of iflands, the villages, for the
moft part, are fituated near the fea; and the adjacent ground
is inclofed with ftone walls, about three feet high. Thefe,
we at firft imagined, were intended for the divifion of pro-
perty ; but we now difcovered, that they ferved, and pro-
bably were principally defigned, for a defence againft in-
vafion. They confift of loofe ftones, and the inhabitants are
very dexterous in fhifting them, with great quicknefs, to
fuch fituations, as the direction of the attack may require.
In the fides of the mountain, which hangs over the bay,
they have alfo little holes, or caves, of confiderable depth,
the entrance of which is fecured by a fence of the {fame
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kind. From behind both thefe defences the natives kept

perpetually harafling our waterers with ftones; nor could
the fmall force we had on fhore, with the advantage of
mufquets, compel them to retreat.

In this expofed fituation, our people were fo taken up in
attending to their own fafety, that they employed the whole
forenoon in filling only one ton of water. As it was there-
fore impoflible to perform this fervice, till their aflailants
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were driven to a greater diftance, the Difcovery was or-
dered to diflodge them with her great guns; which being
effected by a few difcharges, the men landed without mo-
leftation. However, the natives foon after made their ap-
pearance again, in their ufual mode of attack ; and it was
now found abfolutely neceflary to burn down fome ftrag-
gling houfes, near the well, behind which they had taken
thelter. In executing thefe orders, I am forry to add, that
our people were hurried into acts of unneceflary cruelty
and devaftation. Something ought certainly to be allowed
to their refentment of the repeated infults, and contemptu-
ous behaviour, of the iflanders, and to the natural defire of
revenging the lofs of their Commander. But, at the {ame
time, their conduét ferved ftrongly to convince me, that
the utmoft precaution is neceflary in trufting, though but
for a moment, the difcretionary ufe of arms, in the hands
of private feamen, or foldiers, on fuch occafions. The
rigour of difcipline, and the habits of obedience, by which
their force is kept directed to its proper objeéts, lead them
naturally enough to conceive, that whatever they have the
power, they have alfo the right, to do. Actual difobedience
being almoft the only crime for which they are accuftomed
to expeét punifhment, they learn to confider it as the only
meafure of right and wrong; and hence are apt to con-
clude, that what they can do with impunity, they may do
with juftice and honour. Seo that the feelings of humanity,
which are infeparable from us all, and that generofity to-
ward an unrefifting enemy, which, at other times, is the
diftinguithing mark of brave men, become but weak re-
ftraints to the exercife of violence, when oppefed to the
defire they naturally have of thewing their own jndepen-
dence and power.

I have
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I have already mentioned, that orders had been given to 1779.
burn only a few ftraggling huts, which afforded fhelter to :j‘f‘_r,‘“ﬂ’_{‘_,
the natives. We were therefore a good deal {urprized to
fee the whole village on fire ; and before a boat, that was
fent to ftop the progrefs of the mifchief, could reach the
thore, the houfes of our old and conftant friends, the priefts,
were all in flames. I cannot enough lament the illnefs,
that confined me on board this day. The priefts had al-
ways been under my protection ; and, unluckily, the officers
who were then on duty, having been {feldom on fhore at the
Morai, were not much acquainted with the circamftances of
the place. Had I been prefent myfelf, I might probably
have been the means of faving their little fociety from de-
ftruction.

Several of the natives were fhot, in making their efcape
from the flames; and our people cut off the heads of two
of them, and brought them on board. The fate of one
poor iflander was much lamented by us all. As he was
coming to the well for water, he was fhot at by one of the
marines. The ball firuck his calibath, which he immedi-
ately threw from him and fled. He was purfued into one
of the caves I have before defcribed, and no lion could have
defended his den with greater courage and fiercenefs; till
at laft, after having kept two of our people at bay, for a
confiderable time, he expired, covered with wounds. It was
this accident, that firft brought us acquainted with the ufe
of thefe caverns.

At this time, an elderly man was taken prifoner, bound,
and fent on board in the fame boat with the heads of his
two countrymen. I never {faw horror {o ftrongly pictured,
as in the face of this man, nor fo violent a tranfition to
extravagant joy, as when he was untied, and told he might
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go away in fafety. He fhewed us he did not want grati-
tude, as he frequently afterward returned with prefents of
provifions ; and alfo did us other fervices.

Soon after the village was deftroyed, we faw, coming
down the hill, a man, attended by fifteen or twenty
boys, holding pieces of white cloth, green boughs, plan-
tains, &c. in their hands. I know not how it happened,
that this peaceful embafly, as foon as they were within
reach, received the fire of a party of our men. This,
however, did not ftop them. They continued their pro-
ceflion, and the officer on duty came up, in time, to pre-
vent a fecond difcharge. As they approached nearer, it
was found to be our much-efteemed friend Kaireekeea,
who had fled on our firft fetting fire to the village, and
had now returned, and defired to be {ent on board the
Refolution. _

When he arrived, we found him exceedingly grave and
thoughtful. We endeavoured to make him underftand the
neceflity we were under of fetting fire to the village, by
which his houfe, and thofe of his brethren, were uninten-
tionally confumed. He expoftulated a little with us on our
want of friendfhip, and on our ingratitude. And, indeed,
it was not till now, that we learnt the whole extent of the
injury we had done them. He told us, that, relying on the
promifes I had made them, and on the affurances they had
afterward received from the men, who had brought us the
remains of Captain Cook, they had not removed their ef-
fects back into the country, with the reft of the inhabitants,
but had put every thing that was valuable of their own, as
well as what they had colleéted from us, into a houfe clofe
to the Morai, where they had the mortification to fee it all
fet on fire by ourfelves.

On
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On coming on board, he had feen the heads of his coun-
trymen lying on the deck, at which he was exceedingly
fhocked, and defired, with great earneftnefs, that they might
be thrown over-board. This requeft Captain Clerke in-
ftantly ordered to be complied with.

In the evening, the watering party returned on board,
having met with no farther interruption. We pafled a
gloomy night ; the cries and lamentations we heard on fhore
being far more dreadful than ever. Our only confolation
was, the hope that we fhould have no occafion, in future,
for a repetition of fuch feverities.

It is very extraordinary, that, amidft all thefe diftur-
‘bances, the women of the ifland, who were on board, never
offered to leave us, nor difcovered the {malleft apprehen-
fions either for themfelves or their friends athore. So en-
tirely unconcerned did they appear, that fome of them, who
were on deck when the town was in flames, feemed to ad-
mire the fight, and frequently cried out, that it was mai-
tai, or very fine.

The next morning, Koah came off as ufual to the fhips.
As there exifted no longer any neceflity for keeping terms
with him, I was allowed to have my own way. When he

approached toward the {ide of the fhip, finging his fong,

and offering me a hog, and {ome plantains, I ordered him
to keep off, cautioning him never to appear again without
Captain Cook’s bones, left his life Thould pay the forfeit of
his frequent breach of promife. He did not appear much
mortified with this reception, but went immediately on
thore, and joined a party of his countryvmen, who were
pelting the waterers with ftones. The body of the young
man, who had been killed the day before, was found this
morning, lying at the entrance of the cave; and fome of

auy
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our people went, and threw a mat over it. Soon after which
they faw {fome men carrying him off on their fhoulders,
and could hear them finging, as they marched, a mourn-
ful fong.

The natives, being at laft convinced that it was not the
want of ability to punifh them, which had hitherto made
us tolerate their provocations, defifted from giving us any
tarther moleftation ; and, in the evening, a Chief called
Eappo, who had {feldom vifited us, but whom we knew to
be a man of the very firft confequence, came with prefents
from Terreeoboo to fue for peace. Thefe prefents were re-
ceived, and he was difmiffed with the fame anfwer which
had before been given, that, until the remains of Captain
Cook fhould be reftored, no peace would be granted. We
learned from this perfon, that the flefh of all the bodies of
our people, together with the bones of the trunks, had
been burnt; that the limb bones of the marines had been
divided amongft the inferior Chiefs; and that thofe of
Captain Cook had been difpofed of in the following man-
ner : the head, to a great Chief, called Kahoo-opeon ; the
hair to Maiha-maiha; and the legs, thighs, and arms to
Terreeoboo. After it was dark, many of the inhabitants
came off with roots and other vegetables; and we alfo
received two large prefents of the {fame articles from Kai-
reekeea.

The 19th was chiefly taken up in {fending and receiving
the meflages which pafled between Captain Clerke and Ter-
recoboo. Eappo was very prefling, that one of our officers
fhould go on fhore; and, in the mean time, offered to re-
main as an hoftage on board. This requeft, however, it
was not thought proper to comply with; and he left us
with a promife of bringing the bones the next day. At

the
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the beach, the waterers did not meet with the leaft oppofi-
tion from the natives; who, notwithftanding our cautious
behaviour, came amongft us again, without the fmalleft ap-
pearance of diflidence or apprehenfion.

Early in the morning of the 2oth, we had the fatisfaction
of getting the fore-maft ftepped. It was an operation at-
tended with great difficulty, and {fome danger ; our ropes
being fo exceedingly rotten, that the purchafe gave way fe-
veral times.

Between ten and eleven o’clock, we faw a great number
of people defcending the hill, which is over the beach, in
a kind of proceffion, each man carrying a fugar-cane or
two on his fhoulders, and bread-fruit, 770, and plantains
in his hand. They were preceded by two drummers ; who,
when they came to the water-fide, fat down by a white flag,
and began to beat their drums, while thofe who had fol-
lowed them, advanced, one by one; and, having depofited
the prefents they had brought, retired in the fame order.
Soon after, Eappo came in fight, in his long feathered cloak,
bearing fomething with great folemnity in his hands ; and
having placed him{elf on a rock, he made figns for a boat
to be fent him.

Captain Clerke, conjecturing that he had brought the
bones of Captain Cook, which proved to be the fact, went
him{elf in the pinnace to receive them ; and ordered me to
attend him in the cutter. When we arrived at the beach,
Eappo came into the pinna.ce, and delivered to the Captain
the bones wrapped up in a large quantity of fine new cloth,
and covered with a fpotted cloak of black and white fea-
thers. He afterward attended us to the Refolution; but
could not be prevailed upon to go on board; probably not
choofing, from a fenfe of decency, to be prefent at the

opening
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opening of the bundle. We found in it both the hands
of Captain Cook entire, which were well known from a
remarkable {car on one of them, that divided the thumb
from the fore-finger, the whole length of the metacarpal
bone ; the {kull, but with the fcalp {feparated from it, and
the bones that form the face wanting ; the {calp, with the
hair upon it cut fhort, and the ears adhering to it; the
bones of both arms, with the {kin of the fore-arms hang-
ing to them ; the thigh and leg-bones joined together, but
without the feet. 'The ligaments of the joints were entire ;
and the whole bore evident marks of having been in the
fire, except the hands, which had the flefh left upon them,
and were cut in {feveral places, and crammed with falt, ap-
parently with an intention of preferving them. The {calp
had a cut in the back part of it, but the {kull was free
from any fradture. The lower jaw and feet, which were
wanting, Eappo told us, had been feized by different Chiefs,
and that Terreeoboo was ufing every means to recover
them.

The next morning, Eappo, and the king’s fon, came on
board, and brought with them the remaining bones of Cap-
tain Cook ; the barrels of his gun, his fhoes, and fome
other trifles that belonged to him. Eappo took great pains
to convince us, that Terreeoboo, Maitha-maiha, and himfelf
were moft heartily defirous of peace; that they had given

us the moft convincing proof of it in their power; and that

they had been prevented from giving it {fooner by the other
Chiefs, many of whom were ftill our enemies. He lament-
ed, with the greateft forrow, the death of fix Chiefs we
had killed, fome of whom, he faid, were amongft our beft
friends. The cutter, he told us, was taken away by Pareea’s
people ; very probably in revenge for the blow that had

been
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been given him; and that it had been broken up the next
day. The arms of the marines, which we had alfo de-
manded, he affured us, had been carried off by the common
people, and were irrecoverable; the bones of the Chief
alone having been preferved, as belonging to Terreeoboo
and the Erees.

Nothing now remained, but to perform the laft offices
to our great and unfortunate commander. Eappo was dif-
mifled with orders to 7abdoo all the bay; and, in the after-
noon, the bones having been put into a coflin, and the fer-
vice read over them, they were committed to the deep with
the ufual military honours. What our feelings were on
this occafion, I leave the world to conceive; thofe who
were prefent know, that it is not in my power to exprefs
them.

During the forenoon of the 22d, not a canoe was feen
paddling in the bay; the faboo, which Eappo had laid on it
the day before, at our requeft, not being yet taken off. At
length Eappo came off to us. We affured him, that we
were now entirely fatisfied; and that, as the Orono was bu-
ried, all remembrance of what had pafled was buried with
him. We afterward defired him to take off the zaboo, and
to make it known, that the people might bring their pro-
vifions as ufual. The fhips were foon furrounded with
canoes, and many of the Chiefs came on board, exprefling
great forrow at what had happened, and their fatisfaction
at our reconciliation. Several of our friends, who did not
vifit us, fent prefents of large hogs, and other provifions.
Amongft the reft came the old treacherous Koah, but was
refufed admittance.

As we had now every thing ready for {ea, Captain Clerke
imagining, that, if the news of our proceedings fhould
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1779.  reach the Iflands to leeward before us, it might have a bad
m effect, gave orders to unmoor. About eight in the evening
we difmiffed all the natives ; and Eappo, and the friendly
Kaireekeea, took an affetionate leave of us. We imme-
diately weighed, and ftood out of the bay. The natives
were collected on the fhore in great numbers ; and, as we
pafled along, received our laft farewels with every mark of
affection and good-will.

CHAZP
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Departure from Karakakooa in Search of an Harbour on
the South Eafl Side of Mowee.—Driven to Leeward by the
Eaflerly Winds and Current.—Pafs the Ifland of Taboorowa,
—Defeription of the South Wefl Side of Mowee.—Run along
the Coafls of Ranai and Morotoi to Woaboo.— Defcription
of the North Eafl Coafl of Woaboo.—Unfucce/iful Attempt
to water.—Paffage to Atooi.— Anchor in Wymoa Bay.—
Dangerous Situation of the Watering Party on Shore.—Ci-
wil Diffentions in the lflands—Vifit from the contending
Chiefs.—Anchor off Oneebeow.—Final Departure from the
Sandwich Iflands.

E got clear of the land about ten; and, hoifting in 177

the boats, ftood to the Northward, with an inten- m
tion of fearching for an harbour on the South Eaft fide of Monday 2z.
Mowee, which we had heard frequently mentioned by the
natives. The next morning we found ourfelves driven to Tuefday 2.
leeward by a heavy {well from the North Eaft; and a frefh
gale, {pringing up from the {ame quarter, carried us {till
farther to the Weftward. At midnight we tacked, and
fiood to the South for four hours, in order to keep clear
of the land; and, at day-break, we found ourfelves Wednef 24
ftanding toward a fmall barren ifland, called Tahoorowa,
which lies feven or eight miles to the South Weft of
Mowee.

M 2 ' All
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All profpe&t of examining more nearly the South Eaft
parts of Mowee being now deftroyed, we bore away, and
ran along the South Eaft fide of Tahoorowa. As we were
fteering clofe round its Weftern extremity, with an inten-
tion of fetching the Weft fide of Mowee, we fuddenly
fhoaled our water, and obferved the {ea breaking on fome
detached rocks, almoit right a-head. This obliged us to
keep away a league and a half, when we again fteered to
the Northward ; and, after paffing over a bank, with nine-
teen fathoms water, ftood for a paflage between Mowee and
an ifland called Ranai. At noon, the latitude was, by ob-
fervation, 20° 42" North, and the longitude 203’ 22" Eaft;
the Southern extremity of Mowee bearing Eaft South Eaft,
quarter Eaft; the Southern extremity of Ranai Weft North
Wett, quarter Weft; Morotoi, North Weft and by North ;
and the Weftern extremity of Tahoorowa, South by Eaft,
feven miles diftant. Our longitude was accurately deduced
from obfervations made by the time-keeper before and after
noon, compared with the longitude found by a great many
diftances of the moon from the {fun and ftars, which were
alfo obferved the fame day.

In the afternoon, the weather being calm, with light
airs from the Weft, we {tood on to the North North Weit;
but, at fun-fet, obferving a fhoal, which appeared to
ftretch to a confiderable diftance from the Weft point of
Mowee, toward the middle of the paflage, and the wea-
ther being unfettled, we tacked, and ftood toward the
South.

The South Weft fide of this ifland, which we now had
pafled without being able to get near the fhore, forms the
fame diftant view with the North Eaft, as feen on our return

from the North, in November 1778; the mountainous parts,
which
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which are connefted by a low, flat ifthmus, appearing at
firft like two feparate iflands. This deception continued
on the South Weit fide, till we approached within eight
or ten leagues of the coaft, which, bending inward, to a
great depth, formed a fine capacious bay. The Weftern-
moft point, off which the fhoal we have juft mentioned
runs, is made remarkable by a {fmall hillock, to the South-
ward of which there is a fine fandy bay, with feveral huts
on the fhore, and a number of cocoa-nut trees growing
about them.

During the courfe of the day, we were vifited by feveral
of the natives, who came off to fell provifions ; and we {oon
found, that they had heard of our late unfortunate tranf-
actions at Owhyhee. They were very curious to learn the
particulars, from a woman who had concealed herfelf on
board the Refolution, in order to take her paflage to Atooi;
inquiring eagerly after Pareea, and fome other Chiefs, and
appearing much fhocked at the death of Kaneena, and his
brother. We had, however, the fatisfaé¢tion to find, that, in

whatever light the woman might have reprefented this bu-

finefs, it had no bad effeét on their behaviour, which was
remarkably civil and fubmiffive,

The weather continued variable, during the night; but
in the morning of the 2s5th, having the wind at Eaft,
we ran along the South fide of Ranai, till near noon; af-
ter which, we had calms and baffling winds till evening,
when we fteered, with a light Eafterly breeze, for the
Weft part of Morotoi. In the courfe of the day, the cur-
rent, which, from the time we left Karakakooa Bay, had
fet from the North Eaft, changed its direction to the South
Eaft.

During the night, the wind was again variable ; but early
next

1770.
Febru?uy.

#

Thur(day 2 ¥

Friday 26,



80

Lirdrat L
Fi:l::ruarf.

ey

Saturday z7.

A VOYAGE T@

next morning, it fettled at Eaft, and blew fo frefh, as to
oblige us to double-reef the top-fails. At feven, on haul-
ing round the Weft point of Morotoi, we opened a fmall
bay, at the diftance of about two leagues, with a fine fandy
beach ; but feeing no appearance of frefh water, we ftood
on to the North, in order to get to the windward of Woa-
hoo, an ifland which we had feen at our firft vifit, in Ja-
nuary 1778.

At two in the afternoon, we faw the land bearing Weft
by North, eight leagues diftant ; and having tacked as foon
as it was dark, we again bore away at day-light on the 27th ;
and at half paft ten, were within a league of the fhore, near
the middle of the North Eaft {ide of the ifland.

The coaft, to the Northward, is formed of detached hills,
rifing perpendicularly from the fea, with ragged and bro-
ken fummits ; the fides covered with wood, and the vallies
between them of a fertile and well-cultivated appearance.
To the Southward, we {aw an extenfive bay, bounded by a
low point of land to the South Eaft, which was covered
with cocoa-nut trees ; and off it ftood a high infulated rock,
about a mile from the thore. 'The hazinefs of the weather
prevented our feeing diftinétly the land to the Southward
of the point; we could only perceive that it was high and
broken.

As the wind continued to blow very frefh, we thought it
dangerous to entangle ourfelves with a lee-fhore; and there-
fore did not attempt to examine the bay, but hauled up, and
fteered to the Northward in the direétion of the coaft. At
noon we were abreaft of the North point of the ifland,
about two leagues from the land, which is low and flat, and
has a reef ftretching off it to the diftance of near a mile
and a half. 'The latitude, by obfervation, 21° 50" North,

longitude
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longitude 202° 15" Eaft; the extreme parts of the ifland in
fight, bearing South South Eaft, quarter Eaft, and South
Weit by South, three-quarters Weit.

Between the North point and a diftant head-land, which
we faw to the South Weft, the land bends inward confider-
ably, and appeared likely to afford a good road. We there-
fore directed our courfe along the fhore, at the diftance of
about a mile, carrying regular foundings from twenty to
thirteen fathoms. At a quarter paft two, the fight of a fine
river, running through a deep valley, induced us to come
to an anchor in thirteen fathoms water, with a fandy bot-
tom ; the extreme points of the bay bearing South Wett by
Weft half Weft, and North Eaft by Eaft three-quarters Eaft ;
and the mouth of the river South Eaft half Eaft, one mile
diftant, In the afternoon, I attended the two Captains on
thore, where we found but few of the natives, and thofe
moftly women ; the men, they told us, were gone to Moro-
toi to fight Tahyterree; but that their Chief Perreeoranee,
who had ftayed behind, would certainly vifit us, as foon as
he heard of our arrival.

We were much difappointed to find the water had a
brackifh tafte, for two hundred yards up the river, owing
to the marfhy ground through which it empties itfelf into
the fea. Beyond this, it was perfeétly frefh, and formed a
fine running ftream, along the fide of which I walked, till
I came to the conflux of two {mall rivulets, that branched
off to the right and left of a remarkably fteep and romantic
mountain. The banks of this river, and indeed the whole
we faw of the North Weft part of Woahoo, are well culti-
vated, and full of villages; and the face of the country is
uncommenly beautiful and pi¢turefque.

As the watering at this place would have been attended

with

87

1779
February.

o,



88

1779
Febroary.

[N —

Sunday 23,

March.
Monday 1.

Al WD W IAGE) 40

with great labour, I was fent to examine the coaft to lee-
ward ; but not being able to land, on account of a reef of
coral, which ftretched along the fhore to the diftance of half
a mile, Captain Clerke determined, without farther lofs of
time, to proceed to Atooi. At eight in the morning, we
weighed, and ftood to the Northward, till day-light on
the 28th, when we bore away for that ifland, which we
were in {ight of by noon; and about funfet, were off its
Eaftern extremity, which fhews itfelf in a fine, green, flat
point.

It being too late to run for the road, on the South Weft
fide of the ifland, where we had been the laft year, we
pafled the night in plying on and off, and at nine the next
morning, came to an anchor in twenty-five fathoms water,
and moored with the beft bower in thirty-eight fathoms,
the bluff-head, on the Weft fide of the village, bearing North
Eaft by North three-quarters Eaft, two miles diftant ; the
extremes of the ifland, North Weft by Weft three-quarters
Weflt, and South Eaft by Eaft half Eaft ; the ifland Oneeheow
Weit by South half Weft. In running down to the road,
from the South Eaft point of the ifland, we {aw the appear-
ance of fhoal water, in feveral places, at a confiderable
diftance from the land ; and when we were about two miles
to the Eaftward of the anchoring-place, and two or three
miles from the fhore, we got into four and half fathoms
water, although our foundings had ufually been feven and
eight fathoms.

We had no fooner anchored in our old ftation, than feve-
ral canoes came along-fide of usj but we could obferve, that
they did not welcome us with the {fame cordiality in their
manner, and {atisfaction in their countenances, as when we
were here before. As foon as they got on board, one of the

men
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men began to tell us, that we had left a diforder amongft
their women, of which feveral perfons of both {fexes had
died. He was himfelf affli¢ted with the venereal difeafe,
and gave a very full and minute account of the various
{ymptoms with which it had been attended. As there was
not the flighteft appearance of that diforder amongft them
on our firft arrival, I am afraid it is not to be denied, that
we were the authors of this irreparable mifchief.

Our principal object here was to water the thips with the
utmoft expedition; and I was fent on fhore early in the af-
ternoon, with the pinnace and launch laden with cafks.
The gunner of the Refolution accompanied me to trade for
provifions ; and we had a guard of five marines. We found
a confiderable number of people collected upon the beach,
who received us at firft with great kindnefs ; but as foon as
we had got the cafks on fhore, began to be exceedingly
troublefome. Former experience having taught me how
difficult it was to reprefs this difpofition, without having
recourfe to the authority of their Chiefs, I was very forry to
find, that they were all at another part of the ifland. In-
‘deed we foon felt the want of their afliftance; for it was
with great difliculty I was able to form a circle, according to
our ufual practice, for the convenience and fecurity of the
trading party ; and had no fooner done it, and pofted guards
to keep off the crowd, than I faw a man laying hold of the
bayonet of one of the foldiers mufquets, and endeavouring,
with all his force, to wrench it out of his hand. On my
coming up to them, the native let go his hold and retired ;
but returned in a moment, with a {pear in one hand, and
dagger in the other; and his countrymen had much ado to
reftrain him from trying his prowefs with the foldier. This
fray was occafioned by the latter’s having given the man a
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flight prick with his bayonet, in order to make him keep
without the line.

I now perceived, that our fituation required great circum-
{pection and management ; and accordingly gave the ftricteft
orders, that no one fhould fire, nor have recourfe to any
other act of violence, without pofitive commands. As foon
as I had given thefe diretions, I was called to the affiftance
of the watering party, where I found the natives equally
inclined to mifchief. They had demanded from our people
a large hatchet for every cafk of water; and this not being
complied with, they would not {uffer the failors to roll them
down to the boats.

I had no fooner joined them, than one of the natives ad-
vanced up to me, with great infolence, and made the fame
claim. I told him, that, as a friend, I was very willing to
prefent him with a hatchet, but that I thould certainly carry
off the water, without paying any thing for it ; and I im-
mediately ordered the pinnace men to proceed in their
bufinefs, and called three marines from the traders to pro=~
te¢t them. '

Though this thew of {pirit fucceeded fo far as to make
the natives defift from any open attempt to interrupt, us,
they {till continued to behave in the moft teafing and pro-
voking manner. Whilit fome of them, under pretence of
affifting the men in rolling down the cafks, turned them
out of their courfe, and gave them a wrong direction ;
others were ftealing the hats from off the {ailors heads,
pulling them backward by their clothes, or tripping up
their heels; the whole crowd, all this time, thouting and
laughing, with a ftrange mixture of childifhnefs and ma=-
lice. They afterward found means to fteal the cooper’s
bucket, and took away his bag by force; but the objects

they
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they were moft eager to poffefs themfelves of, were the
mufquets of the marines, who were, every inftant, com-
plaining of their attempts to force them out of their
hands. Though they continued, for the moft part, to pay
great deference and refpect to me, yet they did not fuffer
me to efcape without contributing my fhare to their ftock
of plunder. One of them came up to me with a familiar
airy, and with great management diverted my attention,
whilft another; wrenching the hanger, which I held care-
lefly in my hand, from me, ran off with it like light-
ning.

It was in vain to think of repelling this infolence by
force ; gnarding therefore againft its effects, in the beft
manner we were able, we had nothing to do but to fubmit
patiently to it. My apprehenfions were, however, a little
alarmed, by the information I foon after received from the
ferjeant of marines, who told me, that, turning fuddenly
round, he faw a man behind me holding a dagger in the
pofition of ftriking. In this he might poflibly be miftaken ;
_yet our {ituation was certainly alarming and critical, and the
fmalleft error on our fide might have been fatal to us. As
our people were feparated into three {fmall parties, one at
the lake, filling cafks; another rolling them down to the
fhore ; and the third, at fome diftance, purchafing provi-
fions ; it had once occurred to me, that it might be proper
to collect them all together, and to execute and proteét one
duty at a time. But on fecond thoughts, I judged it more
advifeable to let them continue as they were. In cafe of
a real attack, our whole force, however advantageoufly dif-
pofed, could have made but a poor refiftance. On the other
hand, I thought it of fome confequence to thew the natives,
that we were under no fears ; and, what was ftill more ma-
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terial, the crowd was, by this means, kept divided, and a
confiderable part of them fully employed in bartering pro-
vifions.

It is probable, that their dread of the effects of our arms,
was the principal caufe of their backwardnefs in attacking
us ; and indeed the confidence we appeared to place in this
advantage, by oppofing only five marines to their whole
force, muft have raifed in them a very high idea of our fu-
periority. It was our bufinefs to keep up this opinion as
much as poffible ; and in juftice to the whole party, I muft
obferve, that no men could poflibly behave better, for the
purpofe of ftrengthening thefe impreflions. Whatever could
be taken in jeft, they bore with the utmoft temper and pa-
tience ; and whenever any ferious attempt was made to in-
terrupt them, they oppofed it with bold looks and menaces.
By this management, we fucceeded fo far, as to get all
the calks down to the water fide, without any material
accident.

While we were getting them into the launch, the na-
tives, perceiving the opportunity of plundering would foon
be over, became every moment more daring and infolent.
On this occafion, I was indebted to the ferjeant of marines
for fuggefting to me, the advantage that would arife from
fending off his party firft into the boats; by which means,
the mufquets of the {oldiers, which, as I have already
mentioned, were the objects the iflanders had principally
in view, would be removed out of their reach ; and in cafe
of an attack, the marines themfelves might be employed
more effectually in our defence, than if they were on
{hore.

We had now got every thing into the boats, and only

Mr. Anderfon the gunner, a {feaman of the boat’s crew, and
myf{elf,
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mpy{elf, remained on fhore. As the pinnace lay beyond the
furf, through which we were obliged to {wim, I told them
to make the beft of their way to it, and that I fhould fol-
low them. With this order I was {urprized to find them
both refufe to comply; and the confequence was a conteit
amongift us, who fhould be the laft on fhore. It {eems,
that fome hafty words I had juft before ufed to the failor,
which he thought refleted on his courage, was the caufe
of this odd fancy in him; and the old gunner, finding a
point of honour ftarted, thought he could not well avoid
taking a part in it. In this ridiculous fituation we might
have remained fome time, had not our difpute been foon
fettled by the ftones that began to fly about us, and by the
cries of the people from the boats, to make hafte, as the
natives were following us into the water with clubs and
fpears. I reached the fide of the pinnace firft, and finding
Mr. Anderfon was at fome diftance behind, and not yet en-
tirely out of danger, I called out to the marines, to fire one
mufquet. In the hurry of executing my orders, they fired
two; and when I got into the boat, I faw the natives run-
ning away, and one man, with a woman fitting by him,
left behind on the beach. The man made feveral at-
tempts to rife, without being able; and it was with much
regret, I perceived him to be wounded in the groin. The
natives foon after returned, and {urrounded the wounded
man, brandifhing their {pears and daggers at us, with an
air of threatening and defiance; but before we reached
the fhips, we faw {fome perfons, whom we fuppofed to
be the Chiefs, now arrived, driving them away from the
fhore.

During our abfence, Captain Clerke had been under the
greatelt anxiety for our fafety, And thefe apprehenfions
: were
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were confiderably increafed, from his having entirely mif-
taken the drift of the converfation he had held with fome
natives who had been on board. The frequent mention of
the name of Captain Cook, with other ftrong and circum-
{tantial defcriptions of death and deftruction, made him
conclude, that the knowledge of the unfortunate events at
Owhyhee had reached them, and that thefe were what they
alluded to; whereas all they had in view was, to make
known to him the wars that had arifen, in confequence of
the goats that Captain Cook had left at Oneeheow, and the
flaughter of the poor goats themfelves, during the ftruggle
for the property of them. Captain Clerke, applying this
earneftnefs of converfation, and thefe terrible reprefenta-
tions, to our calamitous tranfaétions at Owhyhee, and to an
indication of revenge, kept his telefcope fixed upon us, and
the moment he faw the {moke of the mufquets, ordered
the boats to be manned and armed, and to put off to our
affiftance.

The next morning, I was again ordered on fhore, with
the watering party. The rifk we had run the preceding
day determined Captain Clerke to fend a confiderable force
from both thips for our guard, amounting in all to forty
men under arms. This precaution, however, was now un-
neceflary ; for we found the beach left entirely to ourfelves,
and the ground between the landing-place and the lake,
tatiooed with {fmall white flags. We concluded, from this
appearance, that fome of the Chiefs had certainly vifited
this quarter; and that, not being able to ftay, they had
kindly and confiderately taken this ftep, for our greater fe-
curity and convenience. We faw {everal men armed with
long {pears and daggers, on the other fide of the river, on

our right ; but they did not offer to give us the leaft mo-
leftation.
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leftation. Their women came over, and fat down on the  177s.
banks clofe by us, and at noon we prevailed on fome of ._.E‘.f:ff_,
the men to bring hogs and roots for our people, and to

drefs them for us. As foon as we had left the beach, they

came down to the fea-fide, and one of them threw a ftone

at us ; but his condut {feeming to be highly difapproved

of by all the reft, we did not think it proper to fhew any
refentment.

The next day, we completed our watering, without meet- Wednef. 3,
ing with any material difficulty. On our return to the thips,
we found that feveral Chiefs had been on board, and had
made excufes for the behaviour of their countrymen, attri-
buting their riotous condu¢t to the quarrels which fub-
fifted at that time amongft the principal people of the ifland,
and which had occafioned a general want of order and {ub-
ordination among{t them. The government of Atooi was
~ in difpute between Toneoneo, who had the fupreme power
when we were here laft year, and a boy named Teavee.
They are both, by different fathers, the grandfons of Per-
reeorannee, king of Woahoo, whe had given the govern-
ment of Atooi to the former, and that of Onecheow to the
latter. The quarrel had arifen about the goats we had left
at Oneeheow the laft year ; the right of property in which
was claimed by Toneoneo, on the pretence of that ifland’s
being a dependency of his. The friends of Teavee infift-
ing on the right of pofleffion, both parties prepared to main-
tain their pretenfions by force; and, a few days before our
arrival, a battle had been fought, in which Toneoneo had
been worfted. The confequence of this victory was likely
to affeét Toneoneo in a much deeper manner than by the
mere lofs of the objeéts in difpute; for the mother of

Teavee, having married a {fecond hufband, who was a Chief
of
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of Atooi, and at the head of a powerful faction there,
he thought that the prefent opportunity was not to be
neglected, of driving Toneoneo entirely out of the ifland,
and of advancing his fon-in-law to the government. I
have already had occafion to mention, that the goats, which
had increafed to the number of fix, and would, probably,
in a few years, have ftocked all thefe iflands, were deftroyed
in the conteft.

On the 4th, the mother and fifter of the young prince and
his father-in-law, with many other Chiefs of that party,
came on board the Refolution, and made {everal curious
and valuable prefents to Captain Clerke. Amongift the
former, were fome fifh-hooks, which they aflured us were
made of the bones of our old friend Terreeoboo’s father,
who had been killed in an unfuccefsful defcent upon the
ifland of Woahoo; and a fly-flap, prefented to him by
the prince’s fifter, the handle of which was a human bone,
that had been given her as a trophy by her father-in-law.
Young Teavee was not of the company, being engaged, as
we were told, in performing fome religious ceremonies, in
confequence of the vi€tory he had obtained, which were to
laft twenty days.

This, and the two following days, were employed on
fhore, in completing the Difcovery’s water ; and the car-
penters were bufy on board, in caulking the fhips, and in
making other preparations for our next cruife. The na-
tives defifted from giving us any further difturbance ; and
we procured from them a plentiful {fupply of pork and ve-
getables,

At this time, an Indian brought a piece of iron on board
the Difcovery to be fathioned into the thape of a pabooab.
It was carefully examined both by the officers and men,

~and
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and appeared to be the bolt of fome large fhip timbers.
They were not able to difcover to what nation it belonged ;
but from the pale colour # of the iron, and its not corre-
{ponding in fhape to our bolts, they concluded that it cer-
tainly was not Englifh, This led them to make a ftrict in-
quiry of the native, when and where he got it; and, if they
comprehended him right, it had been taken out of a piece
of timber, larger than the cable bit, to which he pointed.
This piece of wood, they farther underftood from him to
have been driven upon their ifland, {ince we were here in
January 1778.

- On the 7th, we were furprized with a vifit from Toneo-
neo. When he heard the dowager princefs was in the fhip,
it was with great difficulty we could prevail on him to come
on board, not from any apprehenfion that he appeared to
entertain of his fafety, but from an unwillingnefs to fee
her. Their meeting was with fulky and lowering looks on
both fides. He ftaid but a fhort time, and {eemed much
dejected ; but we remarked, with fome {urprize, that the
women, both at his coming and going away, proftrated
themfelves before him ; and that he was treated by all the
natives on board with the refpect ufually paid to thofe of his
rank. Indeed, it muft appear fomewhat extraordinary, that
a perfon, who was at this time in a ftate of atual hottility
with Teavee’s party, and was even prepared for another
battle, fhould truft himfelf almoft alone within the power
of his enemies. It is, therefore, to be obferved, that the
civil diffentions, which are very frequent throughout all the
South Sea Iflands, feem to be carried on without much acri-
mony or bloodfhed; and that the depofed governor fill

# [t was evident, that the iron we found in poffeflion of the natives at Nootka Sound,
and which was moftly made into knives, was of a much paler fort than ours.
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continues to enjoy the rank of an Eree, and 1s left to make
ufe of fuch means as may arife for the regaining his loft
confequence. But I fhall have occafion to {peak more par-
ticularly on this fubject in the next chapter; in which the
beft account will be given, which we were able to collect,
of the political ftate of thofe countries.

On the 8th, at nine in the morning, we weighed, and
{ailed toward Oneeheow ; and, at three in the afternoon,
anchored in twenty fathoms water, nearly on the fame {pot
as in the vear 1778. We moored with the other anchor in
twenty-fix fathoms water. The high bluff, on the South
end of the ifland, bore Eaft South Eaft ; the North point of
the road, North half Eaft; and a bluff head to the South of
ity North Eaft by North. During the night, we had a ftrong
gale from the Eaftward; and, in the morning of the gth,
found the fhip had driven a whole cable’s length, and
brought both anchors almoft ahead. We fhortened in the
beft bower cable ; but the wind blowing too frefh to un-
moor, we were obliged to remain, this and the two follow=
ing days, with the anchors {till ahead.

On the 12th, the weather being moderate, the mafter was
fent to the North Weft fide of the ifland, to look for a more

convenient place for anchoring. He returned in the even-

ing, having found, clofe round the Weft point of the road
where we now lay, which is alfo the Wefternmoft point of
the ifland, a fine bay, with good anchorage, in eighteen
fathoms water, a clear {andy bottom, not a mile from the
beach, on which the furf beats, but not fo-as to hinder
landing. The direttion of the points of the bay were North
by Eaft, and South by Weft; and, in that line, the found-
ings {even, eight, and nine fathoms. On the North fide
of the bay was a fmall village; and a quarter of a mile to

the
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the Eaftward were four fmall wells of good water ; the road
to them level, and fit for rolling cafks. Mr. Bligh went af-
terward fo far to the North as to f{atisfy himfelf, that Oree-
houa was a feparate ifland from Oneeheow ; and that there
was a paffage between them ; which, before, we only con-
jectured to exift.

In the afternoon we hoifted in all the boats, and made
ready for going to fea in the morning.

& W
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General Account of the Sandwich Iflands.— Their Number,
Naisies, and Situation—~OWHYHEE.—It5s Extent, and Di-
vifion into Diflriéls.—decount of its Coafis, and the adjacent
Country. — Volcanic Appearances.— Snowy Mountains. —
Their Height determined.— Account of a Fourney into the
interior Parts of the Country—NMoOWEE.—TAHOOROWA,—
MoroTOI.—RANAIL.—WO0AH00,—ATO00I.—ONEEHEOW.
OREEHOUA.— TAHOORA.— Climate.— Winds.— Currents.
—Tides. — Animals and Vegetables. — Aftronomical Obfer-
Vdaitions.

S we are now about to take our final leave of the Sand-

wich Iilands, it will not be improper to introduce
here fome general account of their fituation and natural
hiftory, and of the manners and cuftoms of the inhabi-
tants.

This {fubject has indeed been, in fome meafure, pre-
occupied by perfons far more capable of doing it juftice,
than I can pretend to be. Had Captain Cock and Mr. An-
derfon lived to avail themlfelves of the advantages which
we enjoyed by a return to thefe iflands, it cannot be quef-
tioned, that the Public would have derived much addi-
tional information from the fkill and diligence of two fuch
accurate obfervers. The reader will therefore lament with
me our common misfortune, which hath deprived him
of the labours of fuch fuperior abilities, and impofed on
me the tafk of prefenting him with the beft fupplemen-
tary account the various duties of my ftation permitted me

to furnith.
* This

3
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This group confifts of eleven iflands, extending in lati-
tude from 18° 54 to 22° 15" North ; and in longitude from
199° 36’ to 205° 06" Eaft. They are called by the natives ;
1. Owhyhee. 2. Mowee. 3. Ranai, or Oranai. 4. Moro-
tinnee, or Morokinnee. 5. Kahowrowee, or Tahoorowa,.
6. Morotoi, or Morokoi. 7. Woahoo, or Oahoo. 8. Atooi,
Atowi, or Towi, and fometimes Kowi #*. 9. Neeheehow,
or Oneeheow. 10.Orechoua,or Reehoua; and, 11. Tahoora;
and are all inhabited, excepting Morotinnee and Tahoora.
Befides the iflands above enumerated, we were told by the
Indians, that there is another called Modoopapapa 1, or Ko-
modoopapapa, lying to the Weft South Weft of Tahoora,
which is low and {fandy, and vifited only for the purpofe of
catching turtle and {ea-fowl; and, as I could never learn
that they knew of any others, it is probable that none exift
in their neighbourhood.

They were named by Captain Cook the Sandwich Iflands,
in honour of the EARL of SANDWiICH, under whofe admi-
niftration he had enriched geography with fo many {plen-
did and important difcoveries; a tribute juftly due to that
noble perfon for the liberal fupport thefe voyages derived
from his power, in whatever could extend their utility,
or promote their {fuccefs ; for the zeal with which he fe-
conded the views of that great navigator; and, if I may be
allowed to add the voice of private gratitude, for the gene-
rous protection, which, fince the death of their unfortu-
nate commander, he has afforded all the officers that ferved
under him.

* It is to be obferved, that, among the windward Iflands, the # is ufed inftead of the ¢,
as Meroksi inftead of Morstei, &c.
+ Modss fignifies ifland ; papapa, flat. This ifland is called Tammatapappa, by Cap-
tain Cook, vol, II. p. 222.
Owhvhee,
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Owhyhee, the Eafternmoft, and by much the largeft, of
thefe iflands, is of a triangular fhape, and nearly equilate-
ral. The angular points make the North, Eaft, and South
extremities, of which the Northern is in latitude 20° 17’
North, longitude 204° 02’ Eaft: the Eaftern in latitude 19°
34 North, longitude 205" o6” Eaft: and the Southern ex-
tremity in latitude 18° 54" North, longitude 204° 15’ Eaft.
Its greateft length, which lies in a dire€tion nearly North
and South, is 28§ leagues ; its breadth is 24 leagues; and it
is about 255 geographical, or 293 Englifh, miles in circum-
ference. The whole ifland is divided into {ix large diftriéts
Amakooa and Aheedoo, which lie on the North Eaft fide;
Apoona and Kaoo on the South Eaft; Akona and Koaarra
on the Wett.

The diftri¢ts of Amakooa and Aheedoo are feparated by
a mountain called Mounah Kaah (or the mountain Kaah),
which rifes in three peaks, perpetually covered with fnow,
and may be clearly feen at 40 leagues diftance.

To the North of this mountain the coaft confifts of high
and abrupt cliffs, down which fall many beautiful cafcades
of water. We were once flattered with the hopes of meeting
with a harbour round a bluff head, in latitude 20° 10" North,
and longitude 204° 26’ Eaft: but, on doubling the point,and
{tanding clofe in, we found it conneéted, by a low valley,

with another high head to the North Weft. The country

rifes inland with a gentle afcent, is interfected by deep nar-
row glens, or rather chafms, and appeared to be well culti-
vated and f{prinkled over with a number of villages. The
fnowy mountain is very fteep, and the lower part of it co-

vered with wood.
The coaft of Aheedoo, which lies to the South of Mouna
Kaah, 1s of a moderate height, and the interior parts appear
more
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more even than the country to the North Weft, and lefs
broken by ravines. Off thefe two diftri¢ts we cruized for
almoft a month ; and, whenever our diftance from fhore
would permit it, were fure of being furrounded by canoes
laden with all kinds of refrethments. We had frequently a
very heavy fea, and great {well, on this fide of the ifland,
and as we had no foundings, and could obferve much foul
ground off the thore, we never approached nearer the land
than two or three leagues, excepting on the occafion already
mentioned.

The coaft to the North Eaft of Apoona, which forms the
Eaftern extremity of the ifland, is low and flat ; the acclivity
of the inland parts is very gradual, and the whole country
covered with cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees. This, as far
as we could judge, is the fineft part of the ifland, and we
were afterward told that the king had a place of refidence
here. At the South Weft extremity the hills rife abruptly
from the fea-fide, leaving but a narrow border of low
ground toward the beach. We were pretty near the fhore
at this part of the ifland, and found the fides of the hills co-.
vered with a fine verdure ; but the country {feemed to be very
thinly inhabited. On doubling the Eaft point of the ifland,
we came in fight of another fnowy mountain, called Mouna
Roa (or the extenfive mountain), which continued to be a
very conipicuous object all the while we were failing along
the South Eaft fide. It is flat at the top, making what 1s
called by mariners table-land : the fummit was conitantly
buried in fnow, and we once {aw its fides alfo flightly cover-
ed for a confiderable way down ; but the greateft part of this
difappeared again in a few days.

According to the tropical line of fnow, as determined by
Mr. Condamine, from obfervations taken on the Cordilleras,

this
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this mountain muft be at leaft 16,020 feet high, which ex-
ceeds the height of the Pico de Teyde, or Peak of Teneriffe,
by 724 feet, according to Dr. Heberden’s computation, or
3680, according to that of the Chevalier de Borda. The
peaks of Mouna Kaah appeared to be about half a mile
high; and as they are entirely covered with {fnow, the alti-
tude of their fummits cannot be lefs than 18,400 feet. But
it is probable that both thefe mountains may be confider-
ably higher. For, in infular fituations, the effeéts of the
warm fea air muft neceflarily remove the line of fnow, in
cqual latitudes, to a greater height than where the atmo-
{phere is chilled on all fides by an immenfe tract of perpe-
tual fnow.

The coaft of Kaoo prefents a profpect of the moft horrid
and dreary kind : the whole country appearing to have un-
dergone a total change from the effects of fome dreadful
convulfion. The ground is every where covered with cin-
ders, and interfeted in many places with black {treaks,
which feem to mark the courfe of a lava that has flowed,
not many ages back, from the mountain Roa to the fhore.
The Southern promontory looks like the mere dregs of a
volcano. The projecting head-land is compofed of broken
and craggy rocks, piled irregularly on one another, and
terminating in fharp points.

Notwithftanding the difmalafpect of this part of the ifland,
there are many villages {cattered over it, and it certainly is
much more populous than the verdant mountains of Apoona.
Nor is this circumftance hard to be accounted for. As thefe
iflanders have no cattle, they have confequently no ufe for
pafturage, and therefore naturally prefer fuch ground, as
either lies more convenient for fithing, or is beft fuited to
the cultivation of yams and plantains. Now amidft thefe

\ TUIINS,
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ruins, there are many patches of rich foil, which are care-
fully laid out in plantations, and the neighbouring f{ea
abounds with a variety of moft excellent fifh,' with which,
as well as with other provifions, we were always plenti-
fully fupplied. Off this part of the coaft we could find no
ground, at lefs than a cable’s length from the fhore, with a
hundred and fixty fathoms of line, excepting in a {mall bight
‘to the Eaftward of the South point, where we had regular
{oundings of fifty and fifty-eight fathoms over a bottom of
fine fand. Before we proceed to the Weftern diftricts, it
may be neceffary to remark, that the whole Eaft fide of the
ifland, from the Northern to the Southern extremity, does
not afford the {malleft harbour or fhelter for thipping.

The South Weft parts of Akona are in the fame ftate with
the adjoining diftrict of Kaoo j but farther to the North, the
country has been cultivated with great pains, and is ex-
tremely populous.

In this part of the ifland is fituated Karakakooa Bay, which
has been already defcribed. Along the coaft nothing is feen
but large mafles of {lag, and the fragments of black fcorch-
ed rocks; behind which, the ground rifes gradually for
about two miles and a half, and appears to have been for-
merly covered with loofe burnt ftones. Thefe the natives
have taken the pains of clearing away, frequently to the
depth of three feet and upward; which labour, great as it
1s, the fertility of the foil amply repays. Here, in a rich,
afhy mould, they cultivate {weet potatoes, and the cloth-
plant. The fields are inclofed with ftone-fences, and are in-
ter{perfed with groves of cocoa-nut trees. On the rifing
ground beyond thefe, the bread-fruit trees are planted, and
flourifh with the greateft luxuriance.

Koaara extends from the Wefternmoft point to the Nor-
VoL. III. B thern
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thern extremity of the ifland; the whole coaft between
them forming an extenfive bay, called Toe-yah-yah, which
is bounded to the North by two very confpicuous hills.
Toward the bottom of this bay there is foul, corally ground,
extending upward of a mile from the fhore, without which
the foundings are regular, with good anchorage, in twenty
fathoms. The country, as far as the eye could reach,
feemed fruitful and well inhabited, the foil being in ap-
pearance of the fame kind with the diftrit of Kaoo; but
no frefh water is to be got here.

I have hitherto confined myfelf to the coafts of this ifland,
and the adjacent country, which is all that I had an oppor-
tunity of being acquainted with from my own obfervation.
The only account I can give of the interior parts, is from

the information ‘I obtained from a party, who fet out, on

the afternoon of the 26th of January, on an expedition up
the country, with an intention of penetrating as far as they
could ; and principallyof reaching, if poflfible, the fnowy
mountains.

Having procured two natives to ferve them as guides,
they left the village about four ¢’clock in the afternoon,
directing their courfe a little to the Southward of the Eaft.
To the diftance of three or four miles from the bay, they
found the country as before defcribed ; the hills afterward
rofe with a more fudden afcent, which brought them to the
extenfive plantations, that terminate the view of the coun-

try, as feen from the fhips.

Thefe plantations confift of the # tarrow or eddy root,

and the fweet potatoe, with plants of the cloth-tree, neatly
fet

* Both the fweet potatoes, and the tarrow, are here planted four feet from each other:
the former was earthed up almoft to the top of the ftalk, with about half a bufhel of
~ light
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fet out in rows. The walls that feparate them are made of
the loofe burnt {tones, which are got in clearing the ground ;
and, being entirely concealed by fugar-canes, planted clofe
on each fide, make the moft beautiful fences that can be
conceived. The party ftopped for the night at the fecond
hut they found amongft the plantations, where they judged
themfelves to be about fix or feven miles from the fhips.
They defcribed the profpect from this {pot as very delight-
ful; they faw the fhips in the bay before them ; to the left,
a continued range of villages, interfperfed with groves of
cocoa-nut-trees, fpreading along the {ea-thore; a thick wood
ftretching out of fight behind them; and to the right, an
extent of ground laid out in regular and well-cultivated
plantations, as far as the eye could reach.

Near this {pot, at a diftance from any other dwelling, the
natives pointed out to them the refidence of an hermit,
who, they faid, had formerly been a great chief and war-
rior, but had long ago quitted the fhores of the ifland, and
now never ftirred from his cottage. They proftrated them-
felves as they approached him, and afterward prefented to
him a part of fuch provifions as they had brought with
them. His behaviour was ealy and cheerful ; he f{carce
fhewed any marks of aftonifhment at the fight of our peo-
ple, and though prefled to accept fome of our curiofities,

light mould ; the latter is left bare to the root, and the mould round it is made in the
form of a bafon, in order to hold the rain-water, as this root requires a certain degree of
moifture. It has been before obferved, that the tarrow, at the Friendly and Socicty
Iflands, was always planted in low and moift fituations, and, generally, where there was
the conveniency of a rivulet to flood it. It was imagined that this mede of culture was
abfolutely neceflary ; but we now found, that, with the precaution above mentioned, it
fucceeds equally well in a drier fituation : indeed, we all remarked, that the tarrow of the
Sandwich Iflands is the beft we had ever tafted. The plantains are not admitted in thefe
plantations, but grow amongft the bread-fruit trees.

P
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umg. . he declined the offer, and foon withdrew to his cottage. He
arch. .
\——— Was defcribed as by far the oldeft perfon any of the party
had ever feen, and judged to be, by thofe who computed
his age at the loweft, upward of 100 years old. '
As our people had imagined the mountain not to be more
than ten or twelve miles from the bay, and confequently,
that they fhould reach it with eafe early the next morning,
an error into which its great height had probably led them,
they were now much furprized to find the diftance fcarce
perceptibly diminifthed. This circumitance, together with
the uninhabited ftate of the country they were going to
enter, made it neceflary to procure a {fupply of provifions;
and for that purpofe they difpatched one of their guides
back to the village. Whilft they were waiting his return,
they were joined by fome of Kaoo’s fervants, whom that
benevolent old man had fent after them, as foon as he heard
of their journey, laden with refrethments, and authorized,
as their route lay through his grounds, to demand and take )
away whatever they might have occafion for. . *
Our travellers were much aftonifhed to find the cold
here fo intenfe; but having no thermometer with them, .
could judge of it only by their feelings; which, from the 3
warm atmofphere they had left, muft have been a very '
fallacious meafure. They found it, however, {o cold, that
they could get but little {leep, and the natives none at all ;
both parties being difturbed, the whole night, by conti-
nued coughing. As they could not, at this time, be at
any very confiderable height, the diftance from the fea
being only fix or feven miles, and part of the road on a
very moderate afcent, this extraordinary degree of cold A
muit be afcribed to the eafterly wind blowing frefh over the
{nowy mountains. :
Early
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Early on the 27th, they fet out again, and filled their 1779
calibafhes at an excellent well about half a mile from their L__r"i“f_"_;
hut. Having paffed the plantations, they came to a thick
wood, which they entered by a path made for the con-
venience of the natives, who go thither to fetch the wild
or horfe-plantain, and to catch birds. Their progrefs now
became very flow, and attended with much labour; the
ground being either fwampy, or covered with large {tones ;
the path narrow, and frequently interrupted by trees lying
acrofs it, which it was neceflary to climb over, the thick-
nefs of the underwood, on both fides, making it impof-
fible to pafs round them. In thefe woods they obferved,
at {mall diftances, pieces of white cloth fixed on poles,
which they fuppofed to be land-marks for the divifion
of property, as they only met with them where the
wild plantains grew. The trees, which are of the fame
kind with thofe we called the fpice-tree at New Holland,
were lofty and ftraight, and from two to four feet in cir-
cumference.

After they had advanced about ten miles in the wood,._
they had the mortification to find themfelves, on a {fudden,
within fight of the {ea, and at no great diftance from it ; the
path having turned imperceptibly to the Southward, and
carried them to the right of the mountain, which it was
their object to reach. Their difappointment was greatly in-
creafed by the uncertainty they were now under of its true
bearings, fince they could not, at this time, get a view of
it from the top of the higheft trees. They, therefore, found
themfelves obliged to walk back fix or feven miles to an
unoccupied hut, where they had left three of the natives,
and two of their own people, with the {fmall ftock that re-
mained of their provifions. Here they fpent the fecond

- night 3
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L175 night ; and the air was fo very fharp, and fo little to the
v liking of their guides, that, by the morning, they had all
departed, except one.

The want of provifions now making it neceffary to re-
turn to fome of the cultivated parts of the ifland, they
quitted the wood by the fame path they had entered it;
and, on their arrival at the plantations, were furrounded
by the natives, of whom they purchafed a frefh ftock of
neceflaries ; and prevailed upon two of them to fupply the
place of the guides that were gone away. Having obtained
the beft information in their power, with regard to the di~
rection of their road, the party, being now nine in num-
ber, marched along the fkirts of the wood for fix or feven
miles, and then entered it again by a path that bore to the
Eaftward. For the firft three miles, they paffed through a
foreft of lofty {pice-trees, growing on a fitrong rich loam ;
at the back of which they found an equal extent of low
fhrubby trees, with much thick underwood, on a bottom
of loofe burnt ftones. This led them to a {econd foreft of
{pice-trees, and the fame rich brown foil, which was again
fucceeded by a barren ridge of the fame nature with the
former. 'This alternate fucceflion may, perhaps, afford
matter of curious fpeculation to naturalifts. The only ad-
ditional circumftance I could learn relating to it was, that
thefe ridges appeared, as far as they could be feen, to run
in diretions parallel to the fea-fhore, and to have Mouna
Roa for their centre. :

In paffing through the woods, they found many canoes
half-finifhed ; and, here and there, a hut; but {faw none of
the inhabitants. Having penetrated near three miles into
the fecond wood, they came to two huts, where they ftop-
ped, exceedingly fatigued with the day’s journey, having

walked
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walked not lefs than twenty miles, according to their own
computation. As they had met with no {prings, from the
time they left the plantation-ground, and began to fuffer
much from the violence of their thirft, they were obliged,
before the night came on, to {eparate into parties, and go
in fearch of water; and, at laft, found fome, left by rain in
the bottom of an unfinifhed canoe ; which, though of the
colour of red wine, was to them no unwelcome difcovery.
In the night, the cold was ftill more intenfe than they had
found it before; and though they had wrapped themfelves
up in mats and cloths of the country, and kept a large fire
between the two huts, they could yet {leep but very little ;
and were obliged to walk about the greateft part of the
night. Their elevation was now probably pretty confider-
able, as the ground on which they had travelled had been
generally on the afcent.

On the 29th, at day-break,they fet out, intending to make
their laft and utmoft effort to reach the fhowy mountain ;
but their {pirits were much deprefled, when they found
they had expended the miferable pittance of water they had
found the night before. The path, which extended no far-"
ther than where canoes had been built, was now at an end ;
and they were therefore obliged to make their way as well
as they could ; every now and then climbing up into the
higheft trees, to explore the country round. At eleven
o'clock, they came to a ridge of burnt ftones, from the top
of which they faw the fnowy mountain, appearing to be
about twelve or fourteen miles from them.

It was here deliberated, whether they fhould proceed
any further, or reft fatisfied with the view they now
had of Mouna Roa. The road, ever fince the path ceafed,
had become exceedingly fatiguing ; and, every ftep they

advanced,
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advanced, was growing ftill more fo, The deep chinks,
with which the ground was every where broken, be-
ing {lightly covered with mofs, made them {tumble at
almoft every ftep; and the intermediate fpace was a fur-
face of loofe burnt ftones, which broke wunder their feet
like potfherds. They threw ftones into feveral of thefe
chinks ; which, by the noife they made, {feemed to fall
to a confiderable depth, and the ground founded hol-
low under their feet. Befides thefe difcouraging cir-
cumfitances, they found their guides fo averfe to going
on, that they believed, whatever their own determina-
tions might have been, they could not have prevailed
on them to remain out another night. They, there-
fore, at laft agreed to return to the fhips, after taking a
view of the country, from the higheft trees which the
place afforded. From this elevation they faw themfelves
furrounded, on all fides, with wood ; toward the {fea,
they could not diftinguifh, in the horizon, the {ky from
the water; and between them and the fnowy mountain,
was a valley about feven or eight miles broad, above
which the mountain appeared only as a hill of a mode-
rate fize,

They refted this night at a hut in the fecond wood, and
on the 3oth, before noon, they had got clear of the firft, and
found themfelves about nine miles to the North Eaft of the
thips, toward which they direéted their march through the
plantations. As they paffed along, they did not obferve a
fingle fpot of ground, that was capable of improvement, left
unplanted ; and, indeed, it appeared, from their account,
hardly poffible for the country to be cultivated to greater
advantage for the purpofes of the inhabitants, or made to
yield them a larger fupply of neceffaries for their fubfift-

ence,
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ence. They were furprized to meet with feveral fields of
hay; and on inquiring to what ufes it was applied, were
told, it was defigned to cover the young tarrow grounds, in
order to preferve them from being fcorched by the fun.
They faw a few {cattered huts amongit the plantations,
which {erved for occafional fhelter to the labourers; but no
villages at a greater diftance than four or five miles from
the fea. Near one of them, about four miles from the bay,
they found a cave, forty fathoms long, three broad, and of
the fame height. It was open at both ends; the fides were
fluted, as if wrought with a chiflel, and the furface glazed
over, probably by the ation of fire.

Having given this account of the moft material circum-
ftances that occurred on the expedition to the fnowy moun-
tain, I fhall now return to the other iflands that remain to
be defcribed. .

The ifland next in fize, and neareft in fitnation, to
Owhyhee, is MowEE ; which lies at the diftance of eight
leagues North North Weft from the former, and is 140
geographical miles in circumference. A low ifthmus di-
vides it into two circular peninfulas, of which that to the
Eaft is called Whamadooa, and is double the fize of the
Weftern peninfula called Owhyrookoo. The mountains in
both rife to an exceeding great height, having been feen
by us at the diftance of upward of thirty leagues. The
Northern fhores, like thofe of Owhyhee, afford no found-
ings ; and the country prefents the {fame appearance of
verdure and fertility. To the South Eaft, between this and
the adjacent ifles, we had regular depths with a hundred
and fifty fathoms, with a fandy bottom. From the Weit
point, which is low, runs a fhoal, ftretching out toward
Ranai, to a confiderable diftance ; and to the Southward of

You. III Q this,
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this, is a fine {pacious bay, with a fandy beach, fhaded
with cocoa-nut trees. It is probable that good anchorage
might be found here, with fhelter from the prevailing
winds, and that the beach affords a convenient place for
landing. The country behind prefents a moft romantic
appearance. The hills rife almoft perpendicularly, in a
great variety of peaked forms; and their fteep fides, and
the deep chafims between them, are covered with trees,
amongft which thofe of the bread-fruit were obferved par-
ticularly to abound. The tops of thefe hills are entirely
bare, and of a reddifh brown colour. We were informed
by the natives, that there is an harbour to the Southward
of the Eaft peoint, which they affirmed to be fuperior to
that of Karakakooa; and we were alfo told, that, on the
North Weft fide, there was another harbour, called Keepoo-
keepoo.

Tahoorowa is a {mall ifland lying off the South Weft part
of Mowee, from which it is diftant three leagues. This
ifland is deftitute of wood, and the foil feems to be fandy
and barren. Between Tahowrowa and Mowee lies the
fmall uninhabited ifland Morrotinnee.

Morotoi is only two leagues and a half from Mowee to
the Weft North Weft. The South Weftern coaft, which
was the only part near which we approached, is very low ;
but the land rifes backward to a confiderable height ; and,
at the diftance from which we faw it, appeared to be en-
tirely without wood. Its produce, we were told, confifts
chiefly of yams. It may, probably, have frefh water, and,
on the South and Weit fides, the coaft forms {everal hays,
that promife good fhelter from the trade winds.

Ranai is about three leagues diftant from Mowee and
Morotoi, and lies to the South Weft of the paffage between

thefe
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thefe iflands. The country, to the South, is high and
craggy; but the other parts of the ifland had a better af-
pect, and appeared to be well inhabited. We were told that
it produces very few plantains, and bread-fruit trees ; but
that it abounds in roots, fuch as yams, {weet potatoes, and
tarrow,

Woahoo lies to the North Weft of Morotoi, at the diftance
of about feven leagues. As far as we could judge, from the
appearance of the North Eaft and North Weft parts (for we
faw nothing of the Southern fide), it is by far the fineft
ifland of the whole group. Nothing can exceed the verdure
of the hills, the variety of wood and lawn, and rich culti-
vated vallies, which the whole face of the country dii-
played. Having already given a defcription of the bay,
formed by the North and Weft extremities, in which we
came to anchor, 1 have only to obferve, that in the bight
of the bay, to the South of the anchoring-place, we found
rocky foul ground, two miles from the fhore. Should the
ground tackling of a fhip be weak, and the wind blow
ftrong from the North, to which quarter the road is en-
tirely open, this circumftance might be attended with fome
danger ; but with good cables there would be little rifk, as
the ground from the anchoring-place, which is oppofite to
the valley through which the river runs, to the North point,
is a fine fand.

Atooi lies to the North Weft of Woahoo, and is diftant
from it about twenty-five leagues. The face of the country,
to the North Eaft and North Weft, is broken and ragged ;
but to the South it is more even ; the hills rife with a gen-
tle {lope from the fea-fide, and, at {fome diftance back, are
covered with wood. Its produétions are the fame with thofe
of the other iflands; but the inhabitants far {furpafs all the

Q2 neighbouring
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neighbouring iflanders in the management of their planta-
tions. In the low grounds, adjoining to the bay where we
lay at anchor, thefe plantations were divided by deep and -
regular ditches ; the fences were made with a neatnefs ap-
proaching to elegance, and the roads through them were
thrown up and finithed, in a manner that would have done
credit to any European engineer.

Onecheow lies five leagues to the Weftward of Atooi.
'The Eaftern coaft is high, and rifes abruptly from the fea,
but the reft of the ifland confifts of low ground ; excepting
a round bluff head on the South Eaft point. It produces
abundance of yams, and of the fweet root called 7ee; but
we got from it no other fort of provifions.

Orechoua, and Tahoora, are two fmall iflands in the
neighbourhood of Onecheow. The former is a fingle high
hummock, joined by a reef of coral rocks to the Northern
extremity of Oneeheow. The latter lies to the South Weft,
and is uninhabited.

The climate of the Sandwich Iflands differs very little
from that of the Weft India Iflands, which lie in the fame
latitude. Upon the whole, perhaps, it may be rather more
temperate. The thermometer, on fhore in Karakakooa Bay,
never rofe higher than 88°, and that but one day; its mean
height, at noon, was 83°. In Wymoa Bay, its mean height
at noon was 76°, and when out at fea, 75°. The mean
height of the thermometer at noon, in Jamaica, is about
86°, at fea 80°.

Whether they be fubject to the fame violent winds and
hurricanes, we could not difcover, as we were not there in
any of the ftormy months. However, as the natives gave
us no pofitive teftimony of the fat, and no traces of their
effets were any where vifible, it is probable that, in this

refpect,
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refpeét, they refemble the Society and Friendly Iflands,
which are, in a great meafure, free from thefe dreadful vi-
fitations.

During the four winter months that we remained amongit
thefe iflands, there was more rain, efpecially in the interior
parts, than ufually falls during the dry feafon in the iflands
of the Weft Indies. We generally faw clouds collecting
round the tops of the hills, and producing rain to leeward;
but after they are {eparated from the land by the wind, they
difperfe, and are loft, and others fucceed in their place.
This happened daily at Owhyhee : the mountainous parts
being generally enveloped in a cloud; {ucceflive thowers
falling in the inland country ; with fine weather, and a clear
fky at the {ea-fhore.

The winds in general were, from Eaft South Eaft to North
Eaft; though they fometimes varied a few points each way
to the North and South ; but thefe were light, and of fhort
duration. In the harbour of Karakakooa, we had a conftant
land and fea-breeze every day and night.

The currents feemed very uncertain; fometimes fetting
to windward ; and, at other times, to leeward, without any
regularity. They did not appear to be governed by the
winds, nor any other caufe that I can affign: they fre-
quently {et to windward againft a frefh breeze.

The tides are very regular, flowing and ebbing fix hours
each. The flood comes from the Eaftward; and it is high
water, at the full and change of the moon, forty-five mi-
nutes paft three, apparent time. Their greateft rife is two
feet feven inches; and we always obferved the water to be
four inches higher when the moon was above the horizon,
than when it was below,

The quadrupeds in thefe, as in all the other iflands that
have
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177¢.  have been difcovered in the South {ea, are confined to three

R 2 - | dogs, hogs, and rats. The dogs are of the fame f{pe-
cies with thofe of Otaheite, having fhort crooked legs, long
backs, and pricked ears. I did not obferve any variety in
them, except in their fkins ; fome having long and rough
hair, and others being quite {mooth. They are about the
fize of a common turnfpit; exceedingly fluggifh in their
nature ; though perhaps this may be more owing to the
manner in which they are treated, than to any natural dif-
pofition in them. They are, in general, fed, and left to
herd, with the hogs ; and I do not recollect one inftance in
which a dog was made a companion in the manner we do
in Europe. Indeed the cuftom of eating them is an infe-
parable bar to their admiflion into fociety ; and, as there are
neither beafts of prey in the ifland, nor objeéts of chace,
it is probable, that the {focial qualities of the dog, its fide-
lity, attachment, and fagacity, will remain unknown to the
natives.

The number of dogs in thefe iflands did not appear to be
nearly equal, in proportion, to thofe in Otaheite. But on
the other hand, they abound much more in hogs; and the
breed is of a larger and weightier kind. The fupply of
provifions of this kind, which we got from them, was really
aftonithing, We were near four months, either cruifing off
the coaft, or in harbour at Owhyhee. During all this time,

~ alarge allowance of freth pork was conftantly ferved to both
~ crews: fo that our confumption was computed at about fix-
ty puncheons of five hundred weight each. Befides this,

and the incredible wafte which, in the midit of {fuch plenty, @
was not to be guarded againit, fixty puncheons more were
falted for fea ftore. The greateft part of this fupply was
drawn from the ifland of Owhyhee alone, and yet we could
not
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not perceive that it was at all drained, or even that the abun-
dance had any way decreafed.

The birds of thefe iflands are as beautiful as any we have
feen during the voyage, and are numerous, though not va-
rious. There are four, which {feem to belong to the zrochili,
or honey-fuckers of Linnzus; one of which is fomething
larger than a bullfinch ; its colour is a fine glofly black, the
rump, vent, and thighs a deep yellow. It is called by the na-
tives bookoo. Another is of an exceeding bright {carlet co-
lour; the wings black, and edged with white; and the tail
black ; its native name is eeeeve. A third, which feems to
be either a young bird, or a variety of the foregoing, is va-~
riegated with red, brown, and yellow. The fourth is en-
tirely green, with a tinge of yellow, and is called ataiearooa.
There is a {pecies of thrufh, with a grey breaft; and a {mall
bird of the flycatcher kind; a rail, with very fhort wings
and no tail, which, on that account, we named ra/lus ecau-
datus. Ravens are found here, but they are very {carce;
their colour is dark brown, inclining to black; and their
note is different from the European. Here are two {mall’
birds, both of one genus, that are very common ; one is
red, and generally {een about the cocoa-nut trees, particu-
larly when they are in flower, from whence it feems to de-
rive great part of its fubfiftence; the other is green;
the tongues of both are long and ciliated, or fringed at
the tip. A bird with a yellow head, which, from the
ftructure of its beak, we called a parroquet, is likewife
very common. It, however, by no means belongs to that
tribe, but greatly refembles the /exia flavicans, or yellow-
ith crofs-bill of Linnzus.

Here are alfo owls, plovers of two forts, one very like
the whiitling plover of Europe; a large white pigeon; a

bird
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bird with a long tail, whofe colour is black, the vent and
feathers under the wing (which is much longer than
is ufually {een in the generality of birds, except the birds
of paradife) are yellow ; and the common water or dark-
er hen. :

Their vegetable productions are nearly the fame with the
reft of the South-fea iflands. I have before mentioned, that
the Zarrow root is much fuperior to any we had before
tafted, and that we attributed this excellence to the dry me-
thod of cultivating it. The bread-fruit trees thrive here,
not in fuch abundance, but produce double the quantity of
fruit they do on the rich plains of Otaheite. The trees are
nearly of the fame height, but the branches begin to ftrike
out from the trunk much lower, and with greater luxu-
riance. Their fugar-canes are alfo of a very unufual fize.
One of them was brought to us at Atooi, meafuring eleven
inches and a quarter in circumference ; and having fourteen
feet eatable.

At Oneeheow they brought us feveral large roots of a
brown colour, thaped like a yam, and from {ix to ten pounds
in weight. The juice, which it yields in great abundance,
1s very {weet, and of a pleafant tafte, and was found to
be an excellent fubftitute for fugar. The natives are very
fond of it, and ufe it as an article of their common diet;
and our people alfo found it very palatable and whole-
fome. We could not learn to what {pecies of plant it be-
longed, having never been able to procure the leaves; but
it was fuppofed, by our botanifts, to be the root of fome
kind of fern. _

Agreeably to the practice of Captain Cook, I fhall {ub-
join an abftrat of the aftronomical obfervations which
were made at the obfervatory in Karakakooa Bay, for de-

termining
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termining its latitude and longitude, and for finding the rate 1779
and error of the time-keeper. To thefe are fubjoined the
mean variation of the compafs, the dip of the magnetic
needle, and a table of the latitude and longitude of the

Sandwich Iflands.

The latitude of the obfervatory, de-
duced from meridian zenith diftances
of the fun, eleven ftars to the South,
and four ftars to the North of the
gemth o - (-0 = - - 19° 28 o” North,

The longitude of the obfervatory, de-
duced from 253 fets of lunar obferva-
tions ; each fet confifting of fix ob-
ferved diftances of the moon from the
fun, or ftars ; 14 of the above fets were
only taken at the obfervatory, 105 fets
being taken whilft cruizing off Owhy-
hee; and 134 fets, when at Atooi and

Oneeheow ; all thefe being reduced .
to the obfervatory, by means of the
time-keeper - - - - 204 o o Eait.

The longitude of the obfervatory, by

the time-keeper, on the 1gth January

1779, according to its rate, as found

at Greenwich - - - =" ‘=14 7 15 Eaft.
The longitude of the obfervatory, by

the time-keeper, on the 1gth January

1779, according to its rate, corrected

at different places, and laft at Samga-

noodha Harbour, in Oonalafchka - 203 37 22 Eaft.
Vou. I1I, R The
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The daily rate of the time-keeper
lofing on mean time, was g, 63 and on
the 2d February 1779, it was 14" 41" 17
too flow for mean time,
The variation of the compafs, by azi-
muths obferved on fhore, with four
different compaffes - - - 8 6 o"Eaft.
The variation of the compafs, by azi-
muths, obferved on board the Refolu-
tion, with four different compafles - 7 32 o Eaft.
Dip of the North pole of { Balancedneedle) 40 22 30
the magnetic needle{Unhalanced nr}
on thore, with plain needle § 40 41 15
Dip of the North pole of ) Balancedneedle )41 50 ©
the magnetic ncedle} Unbalanced }

on board, with needle 40 30 45

A Table of the Latitude and Longitude of the Sandwich

Tflands.

Latitude. Longitude.

The North point - - 20° 17° 204" 2

Owhyhee South p.(:-int - - - 18 54 204 15
Eaft point - - X0 S 205 6
KarakakooaBay - - 19 28 204 ©

Eaft point - - = 20 %0 204 4

Mowee South point - = = 20 34 203 43
Weit point - T=iide 4200 84 203 24

Morokinnee - - - - 30 39 203 33
Tahoorowa - - - - 20 38 203 27
Ranai. South point - - - 20 46 203 8
Morotoi, Wett point - - -~ caal 1o 202 46

Woahoo.
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General Account of the Sandwich Iflands continued —Of the
Inbabitants.—Tbeir Origin.—Perfons.— Pernicious Effecls
of the Ava.—Numbers.—Difpofition and Mannersi—Rea-
Sons for fuppofing them not Cannibals.—Drefs and Orna-
ments.— Villages and Houfes.— Food.—Occupations and
Amufements.—Additted to Gaming.—Their extraordingry
Dexterity in Swimming.— Arts and Manufactures.—Cu-
rious Specimens of their Sculpture.—Kipparee, or Method of
painting Cloth.— Mats.— Fifbing Hooks.— Cordage.— Salt
Pans—IWarlike Infiruments.

HE inhabitants of the Sandwich Iflands are undoubt-

edly of the fame race with thofe of New Zealand, the
Society and Friendly Iflands, Eafter Ifland, and the Marque-
fas ; a race that poflefles, without any intermixture, all the
known lands between the latitudes of 47° South, and 20°
North, and between the longitudes of 184° and 260° Eaft.
This faét, which, extraordinary as it is, might be thought
fufficiently proved by the ftriking fimilarity of their man-
ners and cuftoms, and the general refemblance of their
perfons, is eftablifhed, beyond all controverfy, by the abfo-
lute identity of their language.

From what continent they originally emigrated, and by
what fteps they have {pread through fo vaft a {pace, thofe
who are curious in difquifitions of this nature, may per-

haps
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haps not find it very difficult to conjecture. It has been al-
ready obferved, that they bear ftrong marks of affinity to
fome of the Indian tribes, that inhabit the Ladrones and Ca-
roline Iflands; and the fame aflinity may again be traced
amongft the Battas and the Malays. When thefe events
happened, is not fo eafy to afcertain; it was probably not
very lately, as they are extremely populous, and have no
tradition of their own origin, but what is perfectly fabu-
lous ; whilit, on the other hand, the unadulterated {tate of
their general language, and the fimilarity which ftill pre-
vails in their cuftoms and manners, feem to indicate, that it
could not have been at any very diftant period.

The natives of thefe iflands are, in general, above the
middle fize, and well made; they walk very gracefully,
run nimbly, and are capable of bearing great fatigue;
though, upon the whole, the men are fomewhat inferior,
in point of ftrength and aétivity, to the Friendly iflanders,
and the women lefs delicately limbed than thofe of Otaheite.
Their complexion is rather darker than that of the Otahei-
teans, and they are not altogether fo handfome a people *.
However, many of both fexes had fine open countenances ;
and the women, in particular, had good eyes and teeth, and
a {weetnefs and fenfibility of look, which rendered them
very engaging. Their hair is of a brownifh black, and
neither uniformly ftraight, like that of the Indians of Ame-
rica, nor uniformly curling, as amongft the African ne-
groes, but varying, in this refpect, like the hair of Euro-
peans. One ftriking peculiarity, in the features of every
part of this great nation, I do not remember to have feen

* The annexed print of @ man of Sandwich Iflands, was taken from a portrait of our
friend Kaneena,
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any where mentioned ; which is, that, even in the hand-
fomeft faces, there is always a fulnefs of the noftril, without
any flatnefs or {preading of the nofe, that diftinguifhes
them from Europeans, It is not improbable that this
may be the effe¢t of their ufual mode of falutation, which
is performed by prefling the ends of their nofes toge-
ther.

The fame fuperiority that is obfervable in the perfons of
the Erees, through all the other iflands, is found alfo here.
Thofe whom we {faw were, without exception, perfectly
well formed ; whereas the lower fort, befides their general
inferiority, are fubject to all the variety of make and figure
that is feen in the populace of other countries. Inftances
of deformity are more frequent here, than in any of the
other iflands. Whilft we were cruifing off Owhyhee, two
dwarfs came on board, one an old man, four feet two
inches high, but exactly proportioned, and the other a wo-
man, nearly of the {fame height. We afterward {faw three
natives who were hump-backed, and a young man, born
without hands or feet. Squinting is alfo very common
amongft them ; and a man, who, they faid, had been born
blind, was brought to us to be cured. Befides thefe parti-
cular imperfections, they are, in general, very fubject to
boils and ulcers, which we attributed to the great quantity
of falt they eat with their fleth and fith. The Erees are very
free from thefe complaints; but many of them fuffer ftill
more dreadful effects from the immoderate ufe of the ava.
Thofe who were the moft affected by it, had their bodies co=
vered with a white fcurf, their eyes red and inflamed, their
limbs emaciated, the whole frame trembling and paralytic,
accompanied with a difability to raife the head. Though
this drug does not appear univerfally to thorten life, as was

evident
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evident from the cafes of Terreeoboo, Kaoo, and {fome other
Chiefs, who were very old men ; yet it invariably brings on
an early and decrepid old age. It is fortunate, that the ufe
of it is made one of the peculiar privileges of the Chiefs.
The young fon of Terreeoboo, who was about twelve years
old, ufed to boaft of his being admitted to drink ave, and
fhewed us, with great triumph, a {mall {pot in his fide that
was growing fcaly.

There is fomething very fingular in the hiftory of this
pernicious drug. When Captain Cook firft vifited the So-
ciety Iflands, it was very little known among them. On
his fecond voyage, he found the ufe of it very prevalent at
Ulietea; but it had ftill gained very little ground at Ota-
heite. When we were laft there, the dreadful havock it
had made was beyond belief, infomuch that the Captain
fcarce knew many of his old acquaintances. At the Friend-
ly Hlands, it is alfo conftantly drunk by the Chiefs, but
fo much diluted with water, that it does not appear to
produce any bad effeCts. At Atooi, alfo, it is ufed with
great moderation, and the Chiefs are, in confequence, a
much finer fet of men there, than in any of the neigh-
bouring iflands. ‘We remarked, that, by difcontinuing
the ufe of this root, the noxious effeéts of it foon wore
off. Our good friends, Kaireekeea and old Kaoco, were
perfuaded by us to refrain from it; and they recovered
amazingly during the fhort time we afterward remained in
the ifland. : .

It may be thought extremely difficult to form any pro-
bable conjectures refpecting the population of iflands, with
many parts of which we are but imperfeétly acquainted.
There are, however, two circumfitances, that take away

much
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much of this objection; the firft is, that the interior parts
of the country are entirely uninhabited; fo that, if the
number of the inhabitants along the coaft be known, the
whole will be pretty accurately determined. The other is,
that there are no towns of any confiderable fize, the habi-
tations of the natives being pretty equally difperfed in {mall
villages round all their coafts. It is on this ground that I
fhall venture at a rough calculation of the number of per-
fons in this group of iflands.

The bay of Karakakooa, in Owhyhee, is three miles in
extent, and contains four villages of about eighty houfes
each, upon an average; in all three hundred and twenty ;
befides a number of ftraggling houfes ; which may make
the whole amount to three hundred and fifty. From the
frequent opportunities I had of informing myfelf on this
head, I am convinced, that fix perfons to a houfe is a very
moderate allowance ; {o that, on this calculation, the coun~
try about the bay contains two thoufand one hundred fouls.
To thefe may be added fifty families, or three hundred
perfons, which I conceive to be nearly the number em-
ployed in the interior parts of the country amongft their
plantations ; making in all two thoufand four hundred.
If, therefore, this number be applied to the whole extent
of coaft round the ifland, deduéting a quarter for the un-
inhabited parts, it will be found to contain one hundred
and fifty thoufand. By the fame mode of calculation, the
reft of the iflands will be found to contain the following
numbers :

Owhyhee,
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Owhyhee, - - - 150,000
Mowee, o R - 65,400
Woahoo, - - - 60,200
Atooi, - - - 54,000
Morotoi, - - - 30,000
Oneeheow, - - - 10,000
Ranai, - - - 20,400
Oreehoua, - - - 4,000

Total of inhabitants, - = 400,000

I am pretty confident, that, in this calculation, I have
not exceeded the truth in the total amount. If we com-
pare the numbers fuppofed to be in Owhyhee, with the
population of Otaheite, as fettled by Dr. Forfter, this com-
putation will be found very low. The proportion of coaft,
in the latter ifland, is, to that of Owhyhee, only as one
to three : the number of inhabitants in Otaheite he ftates
to be one hundred and twenty-one thoufand five hun-
dred ; though, according to his own principles, it thould
be double that amount. Again, if we compare it with
the medium population of the countries in Europe, the
proportion will be in favour of the latter nearly as two to
one.

Notwithftanding the irreparable lofs we fuffered from
the fudden refentment and violence of thefe people, yet,
in juftice to their general condudt, it muft be acknow-
ledged, that they are of the moft mild and affetionate
difpofition ; equally remote from the extreme levity and
ficklenefs of the Otaheiteans, and the diftant gravity and
referve of the inhabitants of the Friendly Iflands. They
appear to live in the utmoft harmony and friendfhip with
one another. The women, who had children, were re-

YoL. IIL S markable
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markable for their tender and conftant attention to them ;
and the men would often lend their afliftance in thofe do-
meftic offices, with a willingnefs that does credit to their
feelings.

It muft, however, be obferved, that they fall very fhort
of the other iflanders, in that beft teft of -civilization, the
refpect paid to the women. Here they are not only de-
prived of the privilege of eating with the men, but the beft
forts of food are tabooed, or forbidden them. They are not
allowed to eat pork, turtle, feveral kinds of fith, and fome
{pecies of the plantains; and we were told that a poor girl
got a terrible beating, for having eaten, on board our fhip,
one of thefe interdifted articles. In their domeftic life,
they appear to live almoft entirely by themfelves, and
though we did not obferve any inftances of perfonal ill-
treatment, yet it was evident they had little regard or at-
tention paid them. '

The great hofpitality and kindnefs, with which we were
received by them, have been already frequently remarked ;
and indeed they make the principal part of our tranfactions
with them. Whenever we came on fhore, there was a con-
ftant ftruggle who fhould be moit forward in making us
little prefents, bringing refrefhments, or fhewing fome
other mark of their refpet. The old people never failed
of receiving us with tears of joy ; feemed highly gratified
with being allowed to touch us, and were conftantly mak-
ing comparifons between themfelves and us, with the
ftrongeft marks of humility. The young women were not
lefs kind and engaging, and, till they found, notwithftand-
ing our utmoft endeavours to prevent it, that they had rea-
{fon to repent of our acquaintance, attached themfelves to
us without the leaft referve.

In juftice, however, to the fex, it muit be obferved, that

thefe
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thefe ladies were probably all of the lower clafs of the
people 3 for I am ftrongly inclined to believe, that, except-
ing the few, whofe names are mentioned in the courfe of
our narrative, we did not {ee any woman of rank during
our ftay amongit them.

Their natural capacity feems, in no refpect, below the
common ftandard of mankind. Their improvements in
agriculture, and the perfection of their manufadtures, are
certainly adequate to the circumftances of their fituation,
and the natural advantages they enjoy. The eager curio-
fity, with which they attended the armourer’s forge, and
the many expedients they had invented, even before we
left the iflands, for working the iron they had procured
from us, into fuch forms as were beft adapted to their pur-
pofes, were ftrong proofs of docility and ingenuity.

Our unfortunate friend, Kaneena, poffefled a degree of
judicious curiofity, and a quicknefs of conception, which
was rarely met with amongit thefe people. He was very
inquifitive after our cuftoms and manners ; afked after our
King ; the nature of our government; our numbers ; the
method of building our fhips ; our houfes ; the produce of
our country; whether we had wars ; with whom; and on
what occafions ; and in what manner they were carried on ;
who was our God ; and many other queftions of the {fame
nature, which indicated an underftanding of great compre-
henfion.

We met with two inftances of perfons difordered in their
minds, the one a man at Owhyhee, the other a woman at
Oneeheow. It appeared, from the particular attention and
refpect paid to them, that the opinion of their being in-
{pired by the Divinity, which obtains among moft of the
nations of the Eaft, is alfo received here.

S 2 Though
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Though the cuftom of eating the bodies of their ene-
mies, be not known, by pofitive evidence, to exift in any
of the South Sea Iflands, except New Zealand, yet it is ex-
tremely probable, that it was originally prevalent in them
all. The facrificing human viétims, which feems evidently
to be a relick of this horrid practice, ftill obtains univerfally
amongft thefe iflanders; and it is ealy to conceive, why
the New Zealanders fhould retain the repaft, which was
probably the laft act of thefe fhocking rites, longer than
the reft of their tribe, who were fituated in more mild
and fruitful climates. As the inhabitants of the Sandwich
Iflands certainly bear a nearer refemblance to thofe of New
Zealand, both in their perfons and difpofition, than to any
other people of this family, fo it was ftrongly fufpected, by
Mr. Anderfon, that, like them, they ftill continue to feaft
on human flefh. The evidence, on which he founds this
opinion, has been {ftated very fully in the tenth chapter
of the third book #; but, as I always entertained great
doubts of the juitice of his conclufions, it may not be im-
proper to take this occafion of mentioning the grounds
on which I venture to differ from him. With refpect to
the information derived from the natives themfelves, 1
{hall only obferve, that great pains were taken, by almoft
every officer on board, to come at the knowledge of fo
curious a circumitance ; and that, except in the two in-
{tances mentioned by Mr. Anderfon, we found them in-
variably denying the exiftence of any fuch cuftom amongft
them. It muft be allowed, that Mr. Anderfon’s knowledge
of their language, which was fuperior to that of any other
perfon in either fhip, ought certainly to give his opinion
great weight ; at the fame time, I muft beg leave to re-

* See Vol. II. p. 209, 210—214.
mark,,
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mark, that, being prefent when he examined the man 1779
who had the {mall piece of falted fleth wrapped in cloth, it | Mu: ,
ftruck me very forcibly, that the figns he made ufe of
meant nothing more, than that it was intended to be eat,
and that it was very pleafant or wholefome to the ftomach.
In this opinion I was confirmed, by a circumftance which
came to our knowledge, after the death of my worthy and
ingenious friend, viz. that almoft every native of thefe
iflands carried about with him, either in his calibafh, or
wrapped up in a piece of cloth, and tied about his waift,
a fmall piece of raw pork, highly falted, which they con-
fidered as a great delicacy, and ufed now and then to tafte
of. With refpect to the confufion the young lad was in
(for he was not more than fixteen or eighteen years of age),
no one could have been furprized at it, who had feen the
eager and earneft manner in which Mr. Anderfon quef-
tioned him.

The argument drawn from the nftrument made with
fhark’s teeth, and which is nearly of the {ame form with
thofe ufed at New Zealand for cutting up the bodies of their
enemies, is much more difficult to controvert. I believe it
to be an undoubted fact, that this knife, if it may be fo
called, is never ufed by them in cutting the fleth of other
animals. However, as the cuftom of offering human facri-
fices, and of burning the bodies of the {lain, is ftill preva-
lent here, it is not improbable, that the ufe of this inftru-
ment is retained in thofe ceremonies. * Upon the whole, I
am ftrongly inclined to think, and particularly from this
laft circumitance, that the horrid practice, in queftion, has
but lately ceafed amongft thefe and other iflands of the
South Sea. Omai, when preffed on this fubject, confefled,
that, in the rage and fury of revenge, they would fome-

times
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times tear the flefh of their enemies, that were flain, with
their teeth ; but pofitively denied that they ever eat it. This
was certainly approaching as near the fact as could bej;
but, on the other hand, the denial is a ftrong proof that
the pradtice has adtually ceafed; fince in New Zealand,
where it ftill exifts, the inhabitants never made the {malleft
fcruple of confefiing it.

The inhabitants of thefe iflands differ from thofe of the
Friendly Ifles, in fuffering, almoft univerfally, their beards
to grow. There were, indeed, a few, amongit whom was
the old king, that cut it off entirely ; and others that wore
it only upon the upper lip. The fame variety, in the man-
ner of wearing the hair, is alfo obfervable here, as among
the other iflanders of the South Sea; befides which, they
have a fafhion, as far as we know, peculiar to themfelves.
They cut it clofe on each fide the head, down to the ears,
leaving a ridge, of about a {fmall hand’s breadth, running
from the forehead to the neck ; which, when the hair is
thick and curling, has the form of the creft of the ancient
helmet. Others wear large quantities of falfe hair, flowing
down their backs in long ringlets, like the figure of the in-
habitants of Horn Iland, as {een in Dalrymple’s Voyages ;
and others, again, tie it into a fingle round bunch on the
top of the head, almoft as large as the head itfelf; and
{fome into five or fix diftinét bunches. They daub their
hair with a grey clay, mixed with powdered fhells, which
they keep in ball§§ and chew into a kind of foft pafte,
when they have occafion to make ufe of it. This keeps
the hair {mooth ; and, in time, changes it to a pale yellow
colour.

Both fexes wear necklaces, made of firings of {mall va-
riegated fhells ; and an ornament, in the form of the handle

of
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of a cup, about two inches long, and half an inch broad,
made of wood, ftone, or ivory, finely polifhed, which is
hung about the neck, by fine threads of twifted hair,
doubled {fometimes an hundred fold. Inftead of this or-
nament, {fome of them wear, on their breaft, a {fmall hu-
man figure, made of bone, {fufpended in the fame man-
ner.

The fan, or fly-flap, is alfo an ornament ufed by both
fexes. The moft ordinary kind are made of the fibres of the
cocoa-nut, tied loofe, in bunches, to the top of a {mooth
polithed handle. The tail-feathers of the cock, and of the
tropic-bird, are alfo ufed in the fame manner ; but the moft
valuable are thofe which have the handle made of the arm
or leg bones of an enemy {lain in battle, and which are pre-
ferved with great care, and handed down, from father to
fon, as trophies of ineftimable value.

The cuftom of zattewing the body, they have in common
with the reft of the natives of the South Sea Iflands; but it
is only at New Zealand, and the Sandwich Iflands, that they
tattow the face. There is alfo this difference between the
two laft, that, in the former, it is done in elegant {piral vo-
lates, and in the latter, in ftraight lines, crofling each other
at right angles. The hands and arms of the women are
alfo very neatly marked, and they have a fingular cuftom
amongft them, the meaning of which we could never
learn, that of 7astowing the tip of the tongues of the fe-
males.

From {ome information we received, relative to the cuf-
tom of Zatfowing, we were inclined to think, that it is fre-
quently intended as a fign of mourning on the death of a
Chief, or any other calamitous event. For we were often
told, that fuch a particular mark was in memory of fuch a

Chief; .
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Chief ; and fo of the reft. It may be here, too, obferved,
that the loweft clafs are often ratfowed with a mark, that
diftinguifhes them as the property of the {feveral Chiefs to
whom they belong.

The drefs of the men generally confifts only of a piece of
thick cloth called the mar0, about ten or twelve inches broad,
which they pafs between the legs, and tie round the waift.
This is the common drefs of all ranks of people. Their
mats, {fome of which are beautifully manufaétured, are of
various fizes, but moftly about five feet long, and four
broad. Thefe they throw over their fhoulders, and bring
forward before ; but they are feldom ufed, except in time of
war, for which purpofe they feem better adapted than for
ordinary ufe, being of a thick and cumberfome texture, and
capable of breaking the blow of a {tone, or any blunt wea=
pon. Their feet are generally bare, except when they have
occafion to travel over the burnt ftones, when they {ecure
them with a fort of {fandal, made of cords, twifted from the
fibres of the cocoa-nut. Such is the ordinary drefs of thefe
iflanders ; but they have another, appropriated to their
Chiefs, and ufed on ceremonious occafions, confifting of a
feathered cloak and helmet, which, in point of beauty and
magnificence, is perhaps nearly equal to that of any nation
in the world. As this drefs has been already defcribed with
great accuracy and minutenefs, I have only to add, that
thefe cloaks are made of different lengths, in proportion to
the rank of the wearer, fome of them reaching no lower
than the middle, others trailing on the ground. The infe-
rior Chiefs have alfo a thort cloak, refembling the formen,
made of the Jong tail-feathers of the cock, the tropic and
man of war birds, with a broad border of the {mall red and
yellow feathers, and a collar of the fame. Others again

are
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are made of feathers entirely white, with variegated bor-
ders. The helmet has a ftrong lining of wicker-work, ca-
pable of breaking the blow of any warlike inftrument, and
feems evidently defigned for that purpofe.

Thefe feathered drefles {feemed to be exceedingly {carce,
appropriated to perfons of the higheft rank, and worn by
the men only. During the whole time we lay in Karaka-
kooa Bay, we never faw them ufed but on three occafions:
in the curious ceremony of Terreeoboo’s firft vifit to the
thips ; by fome Chiefs, who were {feen among the crowd on
fhore, when Captain Cook was killed ; and, afterward, when
Eappo brought his bones to us.

- The exaét refemblance between this habit, and the cloak
and helmet formerly worn by the Spaniards, was too ftrik-
ing not to excite our curiofity to inquire, whether there
were any probable grounds for fuppofing it to have been
borrowed from them. After exerting every means in our
power, of obtaining information on this fubjeét, we found
that they had no immediate knowledge of any other nation
whatever ; nor any tradition remaining among them of
thefe iflands having been ever vifited before by fuch fhips
as ours. But, notwithftanding the refult of thefe inquiries,
the uncommon form of this habit appears to me a {ufficient
proof of its European origin ; efpecially when added to ano-
ther circamfitance, that it is a fingular deviation from the
general refemblance in drefs, which prevails amongit all the
branches of this tribe, difperfed through the South Sea.
We were driven indeed, by this conclufion, to a fuppofition
of the fhipwreck of fome Buccaneer, or Spanifh {hip, in
the neighbourhood of thefe iflands. But when it is recol-
lected, that the courfe of the Spanifh trade from Acapulco
to the Manillas, is but a few degrees to the Southward of
Vou. 1L T : the
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il | the S:mdwich. Hlands, in t_heir paﬁ'age out, and to the North-
: , ward, on their return, this fuppofition will not appear in the
leaft improbable.

The common drefs of the women bears a clofe refem-
blance to that of the men. They wrap round the waift a
piece of cloth, that reaches half way down the thighs; and
fometimes, in the cool of the evening, they appeared with
loofe pieces of fine cloth thrown over their fhoulders, like
the women of Otaheite. The pau is another drefs very fre-
quently worn by the younger part of the fex. It is made of
the thinneft and fineft fort of cloth, wrapt {everal times
round the waift, and defcending to the leg; fo as to have
exaltly the appearance of a full {hort petticoat. Their hair
is cut fhort behind, and turned up before, as is the fafhion
among the Otaheiteans and New Zealanders; all of whom
differ, in this refpeét, from the women of the Friendly
Ilands, who wear their hair long. We faw, indeed, one
woman in Karakakooa Bay, whoie hair was arranged in a
very fingular manner ; it was turned up behind, and brought
over the forehead, and then doubled back, {o as to form a
fort of fhade to the face, like a {mall bonnet.

Their necklaces are made of fhells, or of a hard, fhining,
red berry. Befides which, they wear wreaths of dried flowers
of the Indian mallow ; and another beautiful ornament,
called erase, which is generally put about the neck, but is
fometimes tied like a garland round the hair, and fometimes
worn in both thefe ways at once, as may be feen in the print
of the woman of the Sandwich Iflands. 1t is a ruff of the
thicknefs of a finger, made, in a curious manner, of exceed-
ingly fmall feathers, woven fo clofe together as to form a
{urface as fmooth as that of the richeft velvet. The ground
was generally of a red colour, with alternate circles of green,

yellow,
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vellow, and black. Their bracelets, which were alfo of
great variety, and very peculiar kinds, have been already
defcribed.

At Atooi, fome of the women wore little figures of the
turtle, neatly formed of wood or ivory, tied on their fingers
in the manner we wear rings. Why this animal is thus
particularly diftinguithed, I leave ta the conjectures of the
curious. There is alfo an ornament made of thells, faftened
in rows on a ground of ftrong netting, fo as to firike each
other when in motion ; which both men and women, when
they dance, tie either round the arm or the ankle, or below
the knee. Inftead of fhells, they {fometimes make ufe of
dogs teeth, and a hard red berry, refembling that of the
holly.

There remains to be mentioned another &rnament (if
fuch it may be called), the figure of which may be better
conceived from the annexed print, than any written de-
{cription. It 15 a kind of maik, made of a large gourd,
with holes cut in it for the eyes and nofe. The top was ftuck
full of fmall green twigs, which, at a diftance, had the ap-
pearance of an elegant waving plume ; and from the lower
part hung narrow ftripes of cloth, refembling a beard. We
never {aw thefe mafks worn but twice, and both times by a
number of people together in a canoe, who came to the fide
of the fhip, laughing and drolling, with an air of mafque-
rading. Whether they may not likewife be ufed as a de-
fence for the head againt ftones, for which they {feem beft
defigned, or in fome of their public games, or be merely in-
. tended for the purpofes of mummery, we could never in-
form ourfelves.

It has already been remarked, in a few inftances, that

the natives of the Sandwich Iflands approach nearer to the
T 2 New
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New Zealanders, in their manners and cuftoms, than to
either of their lefs diftant neighbours of the Society or
Friendly H{lands. This is in nothing more obfervable, than
in their method of living together in fmall towns or vil-
lages, containing from about one hundred to two hundred
houfes, built pretty clofe together, without any order, and
having a winding path leading through them. They are
generally flanked, toward the fea, with loofe detached walls,
which probably are meant both for the purpofes of fhelter
and defence. The figure of their houfes has been already
defcribed. They are of different fizes, from eighteen feet
by twelve, to forty-five by twenty-four. There are fome
of a larger kind ; being fifty feet long and thirty broad, and
quite open at one end. Thefe, they told us, were defigned
for traveller® or ftrangers, who were only making a fhort
ftay.

In addition to the furniture of their houfes, which has
been accurately defcribed by Captain Cook, I have only to
add, that at one end are mats on which they {leep, with
wooden pillows, or {leeping ftools, exactly like thofe of the
Chinefe. Some of the better fort of houfes have a court-
yard before them, neatly railed in, with fmaller houfes
built round it, for their fervants, In this arez they generally
eat, and fit during the day-time. In the fides of the hills,
and among the fteep rocks, we alfo obferved feveral holes or
caves, which appeared to be inhabited ; but as the entrance
was defended with wicker-work, and we alfo found, in the
only one that was vifited, a ftone fence running acrofs it
within, we imagine they are principally defigned for places
of retreat, in cafe of an attack from an enemy.

The food of the lower clafs of people confifts principally

- of fith, and vegetables ; fuch as yams, {weet-potatoes, tar-

TOW,
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row, plantains, fugar-canes, and bread-fruit. To thefe, the
people of a higher rank add the flefh of hogs and dogs,
drefled in the fame manner as at the Society I{lands. They
alfo eat fowls of the fame domeftic kind with ours; but
they are neither plentiful, nor much efteemed by them. It
1s remarked by Captain Cook, that the bread-fruit and yams
appeared fcarce amongft them, and were reckoned great
rarities. We found this not to be the cafe on our fecond
vifit; and it is therefore moft probable, that, as thefe vege-
tables were generally planted in the interior parts of the
country, the natives had not had time to bring them down
to us, during the fhort ftay we made in Wymoa Bay. Their
fifh they falt, and preferve in gourd-fhells; not, as we at
firft imagined, for the purpofe of providing againft any
temporary {carcity, but from the preference they give to
falted meats. For we alfo found, that the Erees ufed to
pickle pieces of pork in the fame manner, and efteemed it
a great delicacy,

Their cookery is exactly of the fame fort with that al-
ready defcribed, in the accounts that have been publifhed
of the other South Sea iflands; and though Captain Cook
complains of the {ournefs of their tarrow puddings, yet, in
juftice to the many excellent meals they afforded us in Ka-
rakakooa Bay, I muft be permitted to refcue them from
this general cenfure, and to declare, that I never eat better
even in the Friendly Ilands. It is however remarkable,
that they had not got the art of preferving the bread-fruit,
and making the {our pafte of it called Maibee, as at the So-
ciety Iflands ; and it was fome fatisfaction to us, in return
for their great kindnefs and hofpitality, to have it in our
power to teach them this ufeful fecret. They are exceed-
ingly cleanly at their meals; and their mode of drefling

both
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both their animal and vegetable food, was univerfally al-
lowed to be greatly fuperior to ours. The Chiefs conftantly

-begin their meal with a dofe of the extract of pepper-root,

brewed after the ufual manner. The women eat apart
from the men, and are faboced, or forbidden, as has been
already mentioned, the ufe of pork, turtle, and particular
kinds of plantains. However, they would eat pork with us
in private ; but we could never prevail upon them to touch
the two laft articles.

The way of {fpending their time appears to be very fimple,
and to admit of little variety. They rife with the {fun;
and, after enjoying the cool of the evening, retire to reft a
few hours after fun-fet. The making of canoes and mats
forms the occupations of the Erees; the women are em-
ployed in manufacturing cloth; and the Towfows are prin-
cipally engaged in the plantations and fithing. Their idle
hours are filled up with various amufements. Their young
men and women are fond of dancing ; and, on more folemn
occafions, they have boxing and wreftling matches, after
the manner of the Friendly Iflands; though, in all thefe
refpects, they are much inferior to the latter.

Their dances have a much nearer refemblance to thofe of
the New Zealanders, than of the Otaheiteans or Friendly
Ilanders. They are prefaced with a flow, folemn fong, in
which all the party join, moving their legs, and gently
ftriking their breafts, in a manner, and with attitudes,
that are perfectly eafy and graceful; and fo far they are
the fame with the dances of the Society Hlands. When
this has lafted about ten minutes, both the tune and the
motions gradually quicken, and end only by their inability
to fupport the fatigue ; which part of the performance is
the exact counterpart of that of the New Zealanders ; and

(as
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(as it is among them) the perfon who ufes the moft vio-
lent action, and holds out the longeft, is applauded as the
beft dancer. It is to be obferved, that, in this dance, the
women only take a part, and that the dancing of the men
is nearly of the fame kind with what we faw of the {mall
parties at the Friendly Iflands; and which may, perhaps,
with more propriety, be called the accompaniment of
fongs, with correfponding and graceful motions of the
whole body. Yet, as we were {pectators of boxing exhibi-~
tions, of the fame kind with thofe we were entertained
with at the Friendly Iflands, it is probable that they had
likewife their grand ceremonious dances, in which num-
bers of both {exes affifted.

Their mufic is alfo of a ruder kind, having neither flutes
nor reeds, nor inftruments of any other fort, that we faw,
exept drums of various fizes. But their fongs, which they
fung in parts ¥, and accompany with a gentle motion of the

arms,

* Ag this circumftance, of their finging i parts, has been much doubted by perfons
eminently fkilled in mufic, and would be exceedingly curious if it was clearly afcertained,
it is to be lamented that it cannot be more pofitively authenticated.

Captain Burney, and Captain Phillips of the Marines, who both have a tolerable know-
ledge of mulic, have given it as their opinion, that they did fing in parts; that is to fay,
that they fung together in different notes, which formed a pleafing harmony.

Thele gentlemen have fully teftified that the Friendly Iflanders undoubtedly ftudied
their performances before they were exhibited in public ; that they had an idea of different
notes being ufeful in harmony ; and alfo, that they rehearfed their compofitions in private,
and threw out the inferior voices, before they ventured to appear before thofe who were
fuppoled to be judges of their fkill in mufic.

In their regular concerts, each man had a bamboo, which was of a different length,
and gave a different tone : thefe they beat againit the ground, and each performer, affifted
by the note given by this inftrument, repeated the fame note, accompanying it by words,
by which means it was rendered fometimes fhort, and fometimes long. In this manner,
they fung in chorus, and not only produced oftaves to each other, according to their dif-

ferent pecies of voice, but fell on concords, fuch as were not difagreeable to the car.
Now,
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arms, in the {ame manner as the Friendly Iflanders, had a
very pleafing effect.

It is very remarkable, that the people of thefe iflands are
great gamblers. They have a game very much like our
draughts ; but, if one may judge from the number of
{quares, it is much more intricate. The board is about two
feet long, and is divided into two hundred and thirty-eight
{quares, of which there are fourteen in a row; and they
make ufe of black and white pebbles, which they move from
{quare to {quare.

There is another game, which confifts in hiding a ftone
under a piece of cloth, which one of the parties {preads out,
and rumples in fuch a manner, that the place where the
ftone lies is difficult to be diftinguifhed. The antagonift,
with a ftick, then ftrikes the part of the cloth where he ima-

Now, to overturn this fact, by the reafoning of perfons who did not hear thefe perform-
ances, is rather an arduous tafk. And, yet, there is great improbability that any uncivi-
lized people thould, by accident, arrive at this degree of perfection in the art of mufic,
which we imagine can only be attained by dint of ftudy, and knowledge of the fyftem and
theory upon which mufical compofition is founded. Such miferable jargon as our coun-
try Plalm-fingers practife, which may be juftly deemed the loweft clafs of counterpoint,
or finging in feveral parts, cannot be acquired, in the coarfe manner in which it is per-
formed in the churches, without confiderable time and practice. It is, therefore, fearcely
credible, that a people, femi-barbarous, fhould naturally arrive at any perfeflion in that
art, which it is much doubted whether the Greeks and Romans, with all their refinements
in mufic, ever attained, and which the Chinefe, who have been longer civilized than any
people on the globe, have not yet found out. .

If Captain Burney (who, by the teftimony of his father, perhaps the greateft mufical
theorift of this or any other age, was able to have done it) had written down, in European
notes, the concords that thefe people fung ; and if thefe concords had been fuch as Euro-
pean ears could tolerate, there would have been no longer doubt of the fat: but, as it is,
it would, in my opinion, be a rafh judgment to venture to affirm that they did or-did not
underftand counterpoint ; and therefore I fear that this curious matter muft be confidered
as ftill remaining undecided,
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gines the ftone to be; and as the chances are, upon the
whole, confiderably againft his hitting it, odds, of all de-
grees, varying with the opinion of the ikill of the parties,
are laid on the fide of him who hides.

Befides thefe games, they frequently amuie themfielves
with racing-matches between the boys and girls; and here
again they wager with great {pirit. I {aw a man in a moft
violent rage, tearing his hair, and beating his breaft, after
lofing three hatchets at one of thefe races, which he had
juft before purchafed from us, with half his fubftance.

Swimming is not only a neceflary art, in which both
their men and women are more expert than any people we
had hitherto {een, but a favourite diverfion amongft them.
One particular mode, in which they fometimes amufed
themfelves with this exercife, in Karakakooa Bay, appeared
to us moft perilous and extraordinary, and well deferving a
diftinct relation.

The furf, which breaks on the coaft round the bay, ex-
tends to the diftance of about one hundred and fifty yards
from the fhore, within which {pace, the furges of the fea,
accumulating from the fhallownefs of the water, are dath-
ed againft the beach with prodigious violence. Whenever,
from {tormy weather, or any extraordinary {well at {ea, the
impetuofity of the furf is increafed to its utmoft height, they
choofe that time for this amufement, which is performed in
the following manner: Twenty or thirty of the natives,
taking each a long narrow board, rounded at the ends, fet
out together from the fhore. The firft wave they meet, they
plunge under, and fuffering it to roll over them, rife again
beyond it, and make the beft of their way, by {iwimming,
out into the fea. The fecond wave is encountered in the
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fame manner with the firft; the great difficulty confifting
in feizing the proper moment of diving under it, which, if
mifled, the perfon is caught by the furf, and driven back
again with great violence ; and all his dexterity is then re-
quired to prevent himfelf from being dafhed againft the
rocks. As {oon as they have gained, by thefe repeated ef-
forts, the {mooth water beyond the furf, they lay them-
felves at length on their board, and prepare for their return.
As the furf confifts of a number of waves, of which every
third is remarked to be always much larger than the others,
and to flow higher on the fhore, the reft breaking in the
intermediate {pace, their firit object is to place themfelves
on the fummit of the largeft furge, by which they are
driven along with amazing rapidity toward the fhore. If by
miiftake they fhould place themfelves on one of the fmaller
waves, which breaks before they reach the land, or thould
not be able to keep their plank in a proper direction on the
top of the {well, they are left expofed to the fury of the
next, and, to avoid it, are obliged again to dive, and regain
the place from which they fet out. Thofe who fucceed in
their object of reaching the fhore, have ftill the greateft
danger to encounter. The coaft being guarded by a chain
of rocks, with, here and there, a fmall opening between
them, thev are obliged to fteer their board through one of
thefe, or, in cafe of failure, to quit it, before they reach the
rocks, and, plunging under the wave, make the beft of
their way back again. This is reckoned very difgraceful,
and is alfo attended with the lofs of the board, which I
have often {een, with great terror, dathed to pieces, at the
very moment the iflander quitted it, The boldnefs and ad-
drefs, with which we faw them perform thefe difficult and

dangerous
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dangerous manceuvres, was altogether aftonithing, and 1is
fcarcely to be credited #.

An accident, of which I was a near fpectator, {hews at
how early a period they are fo far familiarized to the water,
as both to lofe all fears of it, and to fet its dangers at de-
fiance. A canoe being overfet, in which was a woman with
her children, one of them an infant, who, I am convinced,
was not more than four years old, feemed highly delighted
with what had happened, {fwimming about at its eafe, and
playing a hundred tricks, till the canoe was put to rights
again,

Befides the amufements I have already mentioned, the
young children have one, which was much played at, and
fhewed no fmall degree of dexterity. They take a fhort
ftick, with a peg fharpened at both ends, running through
one extremity of it, and extending about an inch on each
fide ; and throwing up a ball made of green leaves moulded
together, and fecured with twine, they catch it on the point
of the peg ; and immediately throwing it up again from the
peg, they turn the ftick round, and thus keep catching it
on each peg alternately, without miffing it, for a confider-
able time. They are not lefs expert at another game of the
fame nature, toffing up in the air, and catching, in their
turns, a number of thefe balls; {o that we frequently faw
little children thus keep in motion five at a time. With this
latter play the young people likewife divert themfelves at
the Friendly Iflands.

The great refemblance which prevails in the mode of
agriculture and navigation, amongft all the inhabitants of
the South Sea iflands, leaves me very little to add on thofe

* An amufement, fomewhat fimilar to this, at Otaheite, has been defcribed, Vol. IL
p. 150.
U 2 heads.
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i , the canoes we faw at Atooi. Thofe of the other iflands were
precifely the fame ; and the largeft we faw was a double ca-
noe belonging to Terreeoboo, which meafured feventy feet

- in length, three and a half in depth, and twelve in breadth ;
and each was hollowed out of one tree.

The progrefs they have made in fculpture, their fkill in
painting cloth, and their manufaéturing of mats, have been
all particularly defcribed. The moft curious fpecimens of
the former, which we faw during our fecond vifit, are the
bowls, in which the Chiefs drink gva. Thefe are ufually
about eight or ten inches in diameter, perfeétly round, and
beautifully polithed. They are fupported by three, and
fometimes four, fmall human figures, in various attitudes.
Some of them reft on the hands of their {fupporters, ex-
tended over the head; others on the head and hands: and
fome on the fthoulders. The figures, I am told, are accu-
rately proportioned, and neatly finifhed, and even the ana-
tomy of the muicles, in fupporting the weight, well ex-
prefied.

Their cloth is made of the fame materials, and in the
fame manner, as at the Friendly and Society Iflands. That
which is defigned to be painted, is of a thick and ftrong tex-
ture, feveral folds being beat and incorporated together;
after which it 1s cut in breadths, about two or three feet
wide, and is painted in a variety of patterns, with a compre-
henfivenefs and regularity of defign, that befpeaks infinite
tafte and fancy. The exactnefs with which the moft intri-
cate patterns are continued, is the more furprizing, when
we confider, that they have no ftamps, and that the whole
15 done by the eye, with pieces of bamboo cane dipped in
paint ; the hand being fupported by another piece of the

cane,
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cane, in the manner praétifed by our painters. Their co-
lours are extracted from the fame berries, and other vege-
table fubftances, as at Otaheite, which have been already
defcribed by former voyagers.

The bufinefs of painting belongs entirely to the women,
and is called &ipparee ; and it is remarkable, that they always
gave the Tame name to our writing. The young women
would often take the pen out of our hands, and thew us,
that they knew the ufe of it as well as we did; at the fame
time telling us, that our pens were not {o good as theirs.
They looked upon a fheet of written paper, as a piece of
cloth ftriped after the fathion of our country; and it was
not without the utmoft difficulty, that we could make them
underftand, that our figures had a meaning in them which
theirs had not.

Their mats are made of the leaves of the pandanus; and,
as well as their cloths, are beautifully worked in a variety
of patterns, and ftained of different colours. Some have a
ground of pale green, {potted with {quares, or romboids, of
red ; others are of a ftraw colour, fpotted with green; and
others are worked with beautiful ftripes, either in ftraight
or waving lines of red and brown. In this article of manu-
facture, whether we regard the ftrength, finenefs, or beauty,
they certainly excel the whole world.

Their fithing-hooks are made of mother-of-pearl, bone,
or wood, pointed and barbed with fmall bones, or tortoife-
fhell. They are of various fizes and forms ; but the moft
common are about two or three inches long, and made in
the fhape of a fmall fith, which ferves as a bait, having a
bunch of feathers tied to the head or tail. Thofe with which
they filh for fharks, are of a very large fize, being gene-
rally fix or eight inches long. Confidering the materials of

which
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which thefe hooks are made, their ftrength and neatnefs
are really aftonifhing ; and in fa&t we found them, upon
trial, much fuperior to our own.

The line which they ufe for fithing, for making nets, and
for other domeftic purpofes, is of different degrees of fine-
nefs, and is made of the bark of the fowta, or cloth tree,
neatly and evenly twifted, in the fame manner a$ our com-
mon twine ; and may be continued to any length. They
have a finer fort, made of the bark of a fmall fhrub called
areemab 5 and the fineft is made of human hair ; but this laft
is chiefly ufed for things of ornament. They aldo make
cordage of a ftronger kind, for the rigging of their canoes,
from the fibrous coatings of the cocoa-nuts. Some of this
we purchafed for our own ufe, and found it well adapted to
the {fmaller kinds of running rigging. They likewife make
another fort of cordage, which is flat, and exceedingly
ftrong, and ufed principally in lafhing the roofing of their
houfes, or whatever they wifh to faften tight together.
This laft is not twifted like the former forts, but is made
of the fibrous ftrings of the cocoa-nut’s coat, plaited with
the fingers, in the manner our failors make their points for
the reefing of fails.

The gourds, which grow to fo enormous a fize, that fome
of them are capable of containing from ten to twelve gal-
lons, are applied to all manner of domeftic purpofes ; and in
order to fit them the better to their refpeétive ufes, they
have the ingenuity to give them different forms, by tying
bandages round them during their growth. Thus, {fome of
them are of a long, cylindrical form, as beft adapted to con-
tain their fithing-tackle ; others are of a difh form, and
thefe ferve to hold their falt, and falted provifions, their
puddings, vegetables, &c.; which two forts have neat clofe

COVETS,
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covers, made likewife of the gourd; others again are ex-
actly the fhape of a bottle with a long neck, and in thefe
they keep their water. They have likewife a method of
fcoring them with a heated inftrument, fo as to give them
the appearance of being painted, in a variety of neat and
elegant defigns.

Amongit their arts, we muft not forget that of making
falt, with which we were amply fupplied, during our ftay at
thefe iflands, and which was perfetly good of its kind.
Their falt-pans are made of earth, lined with clay ; being
generally fix or eight feet {quare, and about eight inches
deep. They are raifed upon a bank of ftones near the high
water mark, from whence the {alt water is condudted to the
foot of them, in {fmall trenches, out of which they are fill-
ed, and the fun quickly performs the neceflary procefs of
evaporation. The falt we procured at Atooi and Oneeheow,
on our firft vifit, was of a brown and dirty fort; but that
which we afterward got in Karakakooa Bay, was white, and
of a moft excellent quality, and in great abundance. Be-
fides the quantity we ufed in {alting pork, we filled all our
empty caiks, amounting to fixteen puncheons, in the Refo-
lution only.

Their inftruments of war are {pears; daggers, called pa-
hooass clubs; and flings. The fpears are of two forts, and
made of a hard folid wood, which has much the appear-
ance of mahogany. One fort is from fix to cight feet in
length, finely polithed, and gradually increafing in thicknefs
from the extremity till within about half a foot of the point,
which tapers fuddenly, and is furnifhed with four or fix
rows of barbs. It is not improbable, that thefe might be
ufed in the way of darts. The other fort, with which we
faw the warriors at Owhyhee and Atooi moftly armed, are
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twelve or fifteen feet long, and, inftead of being barbed,
terminate toward the point, like their daggers.

The dagger, or pabooa, is made of heavy black wood, re-
fembling ebony. Its length is from one to two feet, with a
ftring paffing through the handle, for the purpofe of {uf-
pending it to the arm. For its fhape, I muft refer the rea-
der to figure 6, in Plate LXVII.

The clubs are made indifferently of feveral forts of wood.
They are of rude workmanthip, and of a variety of fhapes
and fizes.

The {lings have nothing {ingular about them ; and in no
refpect differ from our common {lings, except that the ftone
is lodged on a piece of matting inftead of leather.

CH.AF
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General Account of the Sandwich Iflands continued —Govern-
ment. —People divided into three Clafles.—Power of Eree-
taboo.—Genealogy of the Kings of Owbybee and Mowee,—
Power of the Chiefs.—State of tbe inferior Clafs.—Punifb-
ment of Crimes.—Religion.—Society of Priefls.—The Orono.
—Their Idols.— Songs chanted by the Chiefs, before they
drink Ava.—Human Sacrifices.—Cuflom of knocking out
the Fore-teeth.—Notions with regard to a future State.—
Marriages.— Remarkable Inflance of Fealouly.— Funeral
Rites.

HE people of thefe iflands are manifeftly divided into

three claffes. The firft are the Erees, or Chiefs, of
each diftri¢t; one of whom is fuperior to the reft, and is
called at Owhyhee Eree-taboo, and Eree-moce. By the firft of
thefe words they exprefs his abfolute authority; and by
the latter, that all are obliged to proftrate themfelves (or put
themfelves to fleep, as the word fignifies) in his prefence.

The fecond clafs are thofe who appear to enjoy a right of |

property, without authority. The third are the fowfows, or
{ervants, who have neither rank nor property.

It is not poffible to give any thing like a {yftematical ac-
count of the fubordination of thefe claffes to each other,
without departing from that {triét veracity, which, in works
ef this nature, is more fatisfactory than conjectures, how-
ever ingenious. I will, therefore, content myfelf with re-
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lating fuch facts, as we were witnefles to ourfelves, and
fuch accounts as we thought could be depended upon ; and
fhall leave the reader to form, from them, his own ideas of
the nature of their government.

The great power and high rank of Terreeoboo, the Eree-
taboo of Owhyhee, was very evident, from the manner in
which he was received at Karakakooa, on his firft arrival.
All the natives were {een proftrated at the entrance of their
houfes ; and the canoes, for two days before, were ‘abooed,
or forbidden to go out, till he took off the reftraint. He
was, at this time, juft returned from Mowee, for the poi-
feflion of which he was contending in favour of his fon
Teewarro, who had married the daughter and only child
of the late king of that ifland, againft Taheeterree, his
{furviving brother. He was attended, in this expedition, by
many of his warriors ; but whether their fervice was volun-
tary, or the condition on which they hold their rank and
property, we could not learn.

That he colleéts tribute from the fubordinate Chiefs, we
had a very f{triking proof in the inftance of Kaoo, which
has been already related in our tranfactions of the 2d and
3d of February.

I have before mentioned, that the two moft powerful
Chiefs of thefe illands are Terreeoboo of Owhyhee, and
Perrecorannee of Woahoo; the reft of the {maller ifles
being fubjeét to one or other of thefe ; Mowee, and its de-
pendencies, being, at this time, claimed, as we have juft
obferved, by Terreeoboo, for Teewarro his fon and intended
fucceflor ; Atooi and Oneecheow being governed by the
grandfons of Perreeorannee,

The following genealogy of the Owhyhee and Mowee

kings, which I collected from the priefts, during our refi-
dence
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dence at the Morai in Karakakooa Bay, contains all the in-
formation I could procure relative to the political hiftory
of thefe iflands.

This account reaches to four Chiefs, predeceflors of the
prefent; all of whom they reprefent to have lived to an old
age. Their names and fucceflions are as follow :

Firft, Poorahoo Awhykaia was king of Owhyhee, and
had an only fon, called Neerooagooa. At this time Mowee
was governed by Mokoakea; who had alfo an only {fon,
named Papikaneeou.

Secondly, Neerooagooa had three fons, the eldeft named
Kahavee ; and Papikaneeou, of the Mowee race, had an
only fon, named Kaowreeka.

Thirdly, Kahavee had an only fon, Kayenewee a mum-
mow ; and Kaowreeka, the Mowee king, had two {ons,
Maiha-maiha, and Taheeterree ; the latter of whom is now,
by one party, acknowledged Chief of Mowee.

Fourthly, Kayenewee a mummow had two {fons, Terree-
oboo and Kaihooa; and Maiha-maiha, king of Mowee, had
no fon, but left a daughter, called Roaho,

Fifthly, Terreeoboo, the prefent king of Owhyhee, hada
fon named Teewarro, by Rora-rora, the widow of Maiha-
maiha, late king of Mowee; and this fon has married
Roaho, his half fifter, in whofe right he claims Mowee
and its appendages.

Taheeterree, the brother of the late king, fupported by
a confiderable party, who were not willing that the pofief-
fions fhould go into another family, took up arms, and
oppofed the rights of his niece.

When we were firft off Mowee, Terreeoboo was there
with his warriors to fupport the claims of his wife, his fon,
and daughter-in-law, and had fought a battle with the op-
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pofite party, in which Taheeterree was worfted. We after-
ward underftood that matters had been compromifed, and
that Taheeterree is to have the poffeflion of the three
neighbouring iflands during his life ; that Teewarro is ac-
knowledged the Chief of Mowee, and will alfo fucceed to
the kingdom of Owhyhee on the death of Terreeoboo ; and
alfo to the fovereignty of the three iflands, contiguous to
Mowee, on the death of Taheeterree. Teewarro has been
lately married to his half fifter ; and, thould he die without
iffue, the government of thefe iflands defcends to Maiha-
maiha, whom we have often had occafion to mention, he
being the fon of Kaihooa, the deceafed brother of Terreeo-
boo. Should he alfo die without iffue, they could not tell
who would fucceed ; for the two youngeft fons of Terreeo-
boo, one of whom he appears to be exceedingly fond of,
being born of a woman of no rank, would, from this cir-
cumitance, be debarred all right of fucceflion. We had
not an opportunity of feeing queen Rora-rora, whom Ter-
reeoboo had left behind at Mowee ; but we have already
had occafion to take notice, that he was accompanied by
Kanee-kabareea, the mother of the two youths, to whom
he was very much attached.

From this account of the genealogy of the Owhyhee
and Mowee monarchs, it is pretty clear that the government
is hereditary ; which alfo makes it very probable, that the
inferior titles, and property itfelf, defcend in the {ame
courfe. With regard to Perrecorannee, we could only
learn, that he is an Eree-taboo ; that he was invading the
pofleflion of Taheeterree, but on what pretence we were
not informed ; and that his grandfons governed the iflands
to leeward.

The power of the Erees over the inferior clafles of people
appears
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appears to be very abfolute. Many inftances of this oc-
curred daily during our ftay amongft them, and have been
already related. The people, on the other hand, pay them
the moft implicit obedience ; and this ftate of fervility has
manifeftly had a great effect in debafing both their minds
and bodies. It is, however, remarkable, that the Chiefs
were never guilty, as far at leaft as came within my know-
ledge, of any acts of cruelty or injuftice, or even of infolent
behaviour toward them ; though, at the fame time, they
exercifed their power over one another in the moft haughty
and oppreflive manner. Of this I fhall give two inftances.
A Chief of the lower order had behaved with great civility
to the mafter of the thip, when he went to examine Kara-
kakooa bay, the day before the fhip firft arrived there ; and,
in return, I afterward carried him on board, and introduced
him to Captain Cook, who invited him to dine with us.
While we were at table, Pareea entered, whofe face but too
plainly manifefted his indignation, at feeing our gueit in {o
honourable a fituation. He immediately feized him by the
hair of the head, and was proceeding to drag him out of
the cabin, when the Captain interfered ; and, after a great
deal of altercation, all the indulgence we could obtain, with-
out coming to a quarrel with Pareea, was, that our gueft
fhould be {uffered to remain, being feated upon the floor,
whilft Pareea filled his place at the table. At another time,
when Terreeoboo firft came on board the Refolution, Maiha-
maiha, who attended him, finding Pareea on deck, turned
him out of the fhip in the moft ignominious manner ; and
yet Pareea, we certainly knew, to be a man of the firft

confequence. ‘
How far the property of the lower clafs is {fecured againft
the rapacity and defpotifm of the great Chiefs, I cannot fay;
buk
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1779.  but it Thould feem, that it is fufficiently protected againft
i private theft, or mutual depredation. For not only their
plantations, which are {pread over the whole country, but
alfo their houfes, their hogs, and their cloth, were left un-
guarded, without the fmalleft apprehenfions. 1 have al-
ready remarked, that they not only feparate their poffei-
fions by walls in the plain country, but that, in the woods
likewife, wherever the horfe-plantains grow, they make ufe
of {mall white flags, in the fame manner, and for the fame
purpofe of difcriminating property, as they do bunches of
leaves at Otaheite. All which circumftances, if they do not
amount to proofs, are ftrong indications that the power of
the Chiefs, where property is concerned, is not arbitrary ;
but, at leaft, fo far circumficribed and afcertained, as to
make it worth the while for the inferior orders to culti-
vate the {oil, and to occupy their pofieflions diftinét from
cach other.

With refpect to the adminiftration of juftice, all the in-
formation we could colleét was very imperfect and con-
fined. Whenever any of the loweft clafs of people had a
quarrel amongft themfelves, the matter in difpute was re-
ferred to the decifion of fome Chief, probably the Chief of
the diftrict, or the perfon to whom they appertained. If an
inferior Chief had given caufe of offence to one of a higher
rank, the feelings of the latter at the moment feemed the
only meafure of his punifhment. If he had the good for-
tune to efcape the firft tranfports of his fuperior’s rage, he
generally found means, through the mediation of {ome
third perfon, to compound for his crime by a part or the
whole of his property and effects. Thefe were the only
facts that came to our knowledge on this head.

The religion of thefe people refembles, in moft of its

- principal
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principal features, that of the Society and Friendly Iflands.
Their Morais, their Whattas, their idols, their facrifices, and
their facred fongs, all of which they have in common with
each other, are convincing proofs, that their religious no-
tions are derived from the fame fource. In the length and
number of their ceremonies, this branch indeed far exceeds
the reft; and, though in all thefe countries there is a cer-
tain clafs of men, to whofe care the performance of their
religious rites is committed ; yet we had never met with a
regular fociety of priefts, till we difcovered the cloifters of
Kakooa in Karakakooa Bay. The head of this order was
called Orono ; a title which we imagined to imply fomething
highly facred, and which, in the perfon of Omeeah, was
honoured almoft to adoration. It is probable, that the pri-
vilege of entering into this order (at leaft as to the princi-
pal oflices in it), is limited to certain families. Omeeah,
the Oromno, was the fon of Kaoo, and the uncle of Kairee-
keea ; which laft prefided, during the abfence of his grand-
father, in all religious ceremonies at the Mora:i. It was alfo
remarked, that the child of Omeeah, an only fon, about
five years old, was never {uffered to appear without a num-
ber of attendants, and fuch other marks of care and {folici-
tude, as we faw no other like inftance of. This feemed to
indicate, that his life was an object of the greateft moment,
and that he was deftined to fucceed to the high rank of his
father.

It has been mentioned, that the title of Orono, with all its
honours, was given to Captain Cook ; and it is alfo certain,
that they regarded us, generally, as a race of people fupe-
rior to them{elves ; and ufed often to {ay, that great Eatooa
dwelled in our country. The little image, which we

have before defcribed, as the favourite idol on the Morai
in
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in Karakakooa Bay, they call Koonoorackaice, and faid it
was Terreeoboo’s God ; and that he alfo refided amongft
us.

There are found an infinite variety of thefe images, both
on the Morais, and within and without their houfes, to
which they give different names; but it {foon became ob-
vious to us in how little eftimation they were held, from
their frequent expreffions of contempt of them, and from
their even offering them to fale for trifles. At the fame
time, there {feldom failed to be fome one particular figure
in favour, to which, whilit this preference lafted, all their
adoration was addrefled. This confifted in arraying it in red
cloth; beating their drums, and {inging hymns before it;
laying bunches of red feathers, and different forts of vege-
tables, at its feet; and expofing a pig, or a dog, to rot on
the whatta that ftood near it.

In a bay to the Southward of Karakakooa, a party of our
gentlemen were conducted to a large houle, in which they
found the black figure of a man, refting on his fingers and
toes, with his head inclined backward ; the limbs well form-
ed and exactly proportioned, and the whole beautifully po-
lithed. This figure the natives calied Magee ; and round it
were placed thirteen others of rude and diftorted fhapes,
which they faid were the Eatooas of {everal deceafed Chiefs,
whofe names they recounted. The place was full of wbattas,
on which lay the remains of their offerings. They likewife
give a place in their houfes to many ludicrous and fome ob-
fcene 1dols, like the Priapus of the ancients.

It hath been remarked, by former voyagers, that both
among the Society and Friendly Iflanders, an adoration 1s
paid to particular birds ; and I am led to believe, that the
fame cuftom prevails here; and that, probably, the raven is

the
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“the object of it, from feeing two of thefe birds tame at the 1779.
village of Kakooa, which they told me were Lazooas ; and, J:‘L
refufing every thing I offered for them, cautioned me, at
the {fame time, not to hurt or offend them.

Amongit their religious ceremonies, may be reckoned
the prayers and offerings made by the priefts before their
meals. Whilit the gve is chewing, of which they always
drink before they begin their repaft, the perfon of the
higheft rank takes the lead in a fort of hymn, in which he
is prefently joined by one, two, or more of the company ;
the reft moving their bodies, and ftriking their hands
gently together, in concert with the fingers. When the ava
is ready, cups of it are handed about to thofe who do not
join in the fong, which they keep in their hands till it is
ended ; when, uniting in one loud refponfe, they drink
off their cup. The performers of the hymn are then
ferved with ave, who drink it after a repetition of the
fame ceremony ; and, if there be prefent one of a very {u-
perior rank, a cup is, laft of all, prefented to him, which,
after chanting fome time alone, and being anfwered by the
reft, and pouring a little out on the ground, he drinks off.
A piece of the flefh that is dreffed, is next cut off; without
any felection of the part of the animal; which, together
with fome of the vegetables, being depofited at the foot of
the image of the Eafooa, and a hymn chanted, their meal
commences. A ceremony of much the {fame kind is alfo
performed by the Chiefs, whenever they drink ava, be-
tween their meals.

Human facrifices are more frequent here, according to
the account of the natives themfelves, than in any other
iflands we vifited. Thefe horrid rites are not only had re-
courfe to upon the commencement of war, and preceding

¥You. III. b great
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great battles, and other fignal enterprizes ; but the death of
any confiderable Chief calls for a facrifice of one or more
Towtows, according to his rank ; and we were told, that ten
men were deftined to fuffer on the death of Terreeoboo.
What may (if any thing poffibly can) leflen, in fome fmall
degree, the horror of this practice, is, that the unhappy
vi¢tims have not the moft diftant intimation of their fate.
Thofe who are fixed upon to fall, are fet upon with clubs
wherever they happen to be; and, after being difpatched,
are brought dead to the place, where the remainder of the
rites are completed. The reader will here call to his re-
membrance the fkulls of the captives, that had been facri-
ficed at the death of fome great Chief, and which were
fixed on the rails round the top of the Morai at Kakooa.
We got a farther piece of intelligence upon this {fubjet
at the village of Kowrowa; where, on our inquiring into
the ufe of a fmall piece of ground, inclofed with a ftone
fence, we were told that it was an Here-eere, or burying-
ground of a Chief; and there, added our informer, point-
ing to one of the corners, lie the /angate and wabeene
taboo, or the man and woman who were facrificed at his
funeral.

To this clafs of their cuftoms may alfo be referred that
of knocking out their fore-teeth. Scarce any of the lower
people, and very few of the Chiefs, were feen, who had not
loft one or more of them ; and we always underftood that
this voluntary punifhment, like the cutting off the joints
of the finger at the Friendly Iflands, was not infli¢ted on
themfelves from the violence of grief, on the death of their
friends, but was defigned as a propitiatory facrifice to the
Eatooa, to avert any danger or mifthief to which they might
be expofed.

We
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We were able to learn but little of their notions with re-
gard to a future ftate. Whenever we afked them, whither
the dead were gone! we were always anfwered, that the
breath, which they appeared to confider as the foul, or im-
mortal part, was gone to the Eafooa; and on pufthing our
inquiries farther, they feemed to defcribe fome particular
place, where they imagined the abode of the decealed to be;
but we could not perceive, that they thought, in this {tate,
either rewards or punifhments awaited them.

Having promifed the Reader, in the firft Chapter, an ex-
planation of what was meant by the word 7zaboo, I fhall, in
this place, lay before him the particular inftances that fell
under our obfervation, of its application and effe¢ts. On
our inquiring into the reafons of the interdiction of all in-
tercourfe between us and the natives, the day preceding the
arrival of Terreeoboo, we were told, that the Bay was za-
booed. The fame reftriction took place, at our requeft, the
day we interred the bones of Captain Cook. In thefe two
inftances the natives paid the moft implicit and fcrupulous
obedience ; but whether on any religious principle, or mere-
ly in deference to the civil authority of their Chiefs, I can-
not determine. When the ground near our obfervatories,
and the place where our mafts lay, were zadooed, by fticking
{fmall wands round them, this operated in a manner not
lefs efficacious. But though this mode of confecration was
performed by the priefts only, yet ftill, as the men ventured
to come within the fpace, when invited by us, it {hould
feem, that they were under no religious apprehenfions;
and that their obedience was limited to our refufal only.
The women could, by no means, be induced to come near
us; but this was probably on account of the Moras adjoin-
ing; which they are prohibited, at all times, and in all the

Y 2 iflands
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iflands of thofe feas, from approaching. Mention hath been
already made, that women are always tabooed, or forbid-
den to eat certain kind of meats. We alfo frequently faw
feveral at their meals, who had the meat put into their
mouths by others; and on our afking the reafon of this fin-
gularity, were told, that they were za@booed, or forbidden, to
feed themfelves. 'This prohibition, we underftood, was
always laid on them, after they had affifted at any funeral,
or touched a dead body, and alfo on other occafions. It is
neceflary to obferve, that, on thefe occafions, they apply
the word zaboo indifferently both to perfons and things.
Thus they {ay, the natives were zabooed, or the bay was ta-
booed, and fo of the reft. This word is alfo ufed to exprefs
any thing facred, or eminent, or devoted. Thus the king
of Owhyhee was called Eree-taboo; a human victim, zan-
gata-taboo ; and, in the fame manner, among the Friendly
Iflanders, Tonga, the ifland where the king refides, is

named Tonga-taboo
Concerning their marriages, I can afford the reader little
farther fatisfaction, than informing him, that fuch a relation
or compact exifts amongft them. I have already had occa-
fion to mention, that at the time Terreeoboo had left his
queen Rora-rora at Mowee, he was attended by another wo-
man, by whom he had children, and to whom he was very
much attached ; but how far polygamy, properly {fpeaking,
is allowed, or how far it is mixed with concubinage, either
with refpect to the king, the Chiefs, or among the inferior
orders, too few facts came to our knowledge to juftify any
conclufions. It hath alfo been obferved, that, except Kanee-
kabareea, and the wife of the Orono, with three women
whom I fhall have occafion hereafter to mention, we never
faw any female of high rank. From what I had an oppor-
tunity
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tunity of obferving of the domeftic concerns of the loweft
clafs, the houfe feemed to be under the direftion of one
man and woman, and the children in the like ftate of fub-
ordination as in civilized countries.

It will not be improper, in this place, to take notice, that
we were eye-witnefles of a faét, which, as it was the only
inftance we faw of any thing like jealoufy among then,
fhews, at the fame time, that not only fidelity, but a degree
of referve, is required from the married women of confe-
quence. At one of the entertainments of boxing, Omeeah
was obferved to rife from his place two or three times, and
to go up to his wife with ftrong marks of difpleafure, or-
dering her, as it appeared to us from his manner, to with-
draw. Whether it was, that being very handfome, he
thought fhe drew too much of our attention, or without
being able to determine what other reafon he might have
for his conducdt, it is but juftice to fay, that there exifted no
real caufe of jealoufy. However, fhe kept her place; and
when the entertainment was over, joined our party, and
foliciting fome trifling prefents, was given to underftand,
that we had none about us; but that if fhe would accom-
pany us toward our tent, the fhould return with fuch as
fhe liked beft. She was accordingly walking along with
us ; which Omeeah obferving, followed in a violent rage,
and feizing her by the hair, began to inflict, with his fifts,
a fevere corporal punithment. This fight, efpecially as we
had innocently been the caufe of it, gave us much concern ;
and yet we were told, that it would be highly improper to
interfere between man and wife of {fuch high rank. We
were, however, not left without the confolation of {feeing
the natives at laft interpofe; and had the farther fatisfac-
tion of meeting them together the next day, in perfet

good-
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good-humour with each other; and what is ftill more fin-
gular, the lady would not fuffer us to remonftrate with her
hufband on his treatment of her, which we were much in-
clined to do, and plainly told us, that he had done no more
than he ought.
Whilft I was afhore at the obfervatory at Karakakooa Bay,
I had twice an opportunity of feeing a confiderable part of
their funeral rites. Intelligence was brought me of the
death of an old Chief in a houfe near our obfervatories,
foon after the event happened. On going to the place, I
found a number of people affembled, and feated round a
{quare area, fronting the houfe in which the deceafed lay,
whilft a man, in a red feathered cap, advanced from an in-
terior part of the houfe to the door, and, putting out his
head, at almoft every moment uttered a moift lamentable
howl, accompanied with the moft fingular grimaces, and
violent diftortions of his face, that can be conceived. After
this had paffed a fhort time, a large mat was {pread upon
the area, and two men and thirteen women came out of the
houfe and fate themfelves down upon it,in three equal
rows; the two men, and three of the women, being in
front. The necks and hands of the women were decorated
with feathered ruffs; and broad green leaves, curioufly
fcolloped, were fpread over their thoulders. At one corner
of this area, near a {mall hut, were half a dozen boys wav-
ing imall white banners, and the tufted wands, or fa@doo
fticks, which have been often mentioned in the former
chapters, who would not permit us to approach them. This
led me to imagine, that the dead body might be depofited
in this little hut; but I afterward underftood, that it was in
the houfe where the man in the red cap opened the rites,
by playing his tricks at the door. The company juft men-
tioned,
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tioned, being feated on the mat, began to {fing a melancholy
tune, accompanied with a flow and gentle motion of the

body and arms. When this had continued fome time, they

raifed themfelves on their knees, and, in a pofture between
kneeling and fitting, began by degrees to move their arms
and their bodies with great rapidity, the tune always keep-
ing pace with their motions. As thefe laft exertions were
too violent to continue long, they refumed, at intervals, their
flower movements ; and, after this performance had lafted
an hour, more mats were brought and fpread upon the area,
and four or five elderly women, amongft whom, I was told,
was the dead Chief’s wife, advanced {lowly out of the houlfe,
and feating themlfelves in the front of the firft company,
began to cry and wail moft bitterly ; the women in the three
rows behind joining them, whilft the two men inclined
their heads over them in a very melancholy and penfive at-
titude. At this period of the rites, I was obliged to leave
them to attend at the obfervatory; but returning within
half an hour, found them in the fame fituation. 1 con-
tinued with them till late in the evening, and left them
proceeding, with little variation, as juft defcribed ; refolving,
however, to attend early in the morning, to fee the remain-
- der of the ceremony. On my arrival at the houfe, as {foon
as it was day, I found, to my mortification, the crowd dif-
perfed, and every thing quiet ; and was given to underftand,
that the corpfe was removed; nor could I learn in what
manner it was difpofed of. I was interrupted in making
farther inquiries for this purpofe, by the approach of three
women of rank, who. whilft their attendants ftood near
them with their fly-flaps, {fat down by us, and, entering into
converfation, {foon made me comprehend, that our prefence
was a hindrance to the performance of fome neceffary rites.

I had



108 AN ON AGE I8

1779. 1 had hardly got out of fight, before I heard their cries and

Ve, lamentations ; and meeting them a few hours afterward
A e 2 5 1 |
I found they had painted the lower part of their faces per- 3
fect black. 1
The other opportunity I had of obferving thefe cere-
monies, was in the cafe of an ordinary perfon; when, on
hearing fome mournful female cries iffue from a miferable
looking hut, I ventured into it, and found an old woman
with her daughter, weeping over the body of an elderly
man, who had but juft expired, being {till warm. The
firft ftep they took, was to cover the body with cloth,
after which, lying down by it, they drew the cloth over
themfelves, and then began a mournful kind of fong,
frequently repeating, Aweb medoaab! Aweb tanee! Oh my
father! Oh my huifband! A younger daughter was alfo
at the fame time lying proftrate, in a corner of the houfe,
covered over with black cloth, repeating the fame words.
On leaving this melancholy {cene, I found at the door a
number of their neighbours colleted together, and liften-
ing to their cries with profound filence. I was refolved not
to mifs this opportunity of {eeing in what manner they dif-
pofe of the body; and therefore, after fatisfying myfelf,
before I went to bed, that it was not then removed, I gave
orders, that the fentries Thould walk backward and forward
before the houfe, and, in cafe they fufpected any meafures
were taking for the removal of the body, to give me im-
mediate notice. However, the fentries had not kept a good
look-out, for in the morning I found the body was gone.
On inquiring, what they had done with it? They pointed
toward the {ea; indicating, moft probably, thereby, that it
had been committed to the deep, or perhaps that it had
been carried beyond the bay, to {fome burying-ground in
: another
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another part of the country. The Chiefs are interred in
the Morais, or Heree-erees, with the men facrificed on the
occafion, by the fide of them; and we obferved, that the
Morai, where the Chief had been buried, who, as I have
already mentioned, was killed in the cave, after fo ftout a
refiftance, was hung round with red cloth.

Vor. 1]1. Z A VOYAGE

169

1770,

March.






A

Ry A G L

TO THE

BC I FIC OCEAN.

B0 O K . VI

TRANSACTIONS DURING THE SECOND EXPEDITION TO THE
NORTH, BY THE WAY OF KEAMTSCHATEKA ; AND ON THE
RETURN HOME, BY THE WAY OF CANTON, AND THE CAPE
OF GOOD HOPE.

CHAP. L

Departure from Oneebeow.— Fruitlefs Attempt to difcover
Modoopapappa.—Couife fleered for Awatfka Bay.—Occiir-
rences during that Paflage.—Sudden Change from Heat to
Cold.—Difirefs occafioned by the leaking of the Refolution.—
View of the Coafl of Kamtfchatka.— Extreme Rigour of
the Climate.—Lofe Sight of the Difcovery.—The Refolution
enters the Bay of Awatfka.—Profpect of the Town of Saint
Peter and Saint Paul—Party fent afbore.—Their Recep-
tion by the Commanding Qfficer of the Port.—Meflage dif-
patched to the Commander at Bolcheretfk—Adrrival of the

Z 2 Difcovery.
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Difeovery, — Return of the Meffengers, from the Com-
mander —Extraordinary Mode of travelling.—Vifit from
a Merchant, and a German Servant belonging to the
Commander .

N the 15th of March, at feven in the morning, we

weighed anchor, and paffing to the North of Ta-
hoora, ftood on to the South Weft, in hopes of falling in
with the ifland of Modoopapappa, which, we were told by
the natives, lay in that direction, about five hours fail from
Tahoora. At four in the afternoon, we were overtaken by
a ftout canoe, with ten men, who were going from Onee-
heow to Tahoora, to kill tropic and man-of-war birds, with
which that place was faid to abound. It has been men-
tioned before, that the feathers of thefe birds are in great
requeft, being much ufed in making their cloaks, and
other ornamental parts of their drefs.

At eight, having feen nothing of the ifland, we hauled
the wind to the Northward, till midnight, and then tacked,
and ftood on a wind to the South Eaft, till day-light next
morning, at which time Tahoora bore Eaft North Eaft, five
or fix leagues diftant. We afterward fteered Weft South
Wefl, and made the Difcovery’s fignal to {pread four miles
upon our {tarboard beam. At noon, our latitude was 21° 27/,
and our longitude 198° 42" ; and having ftood on till five, in .
the fame direction, we made the Difcovery’s fignal to come
uinder our ftern, and gave over all hopes of feeing Modoo-
papappa. We conceived, that it might probably lie in a
more Southerly direction from Tahoora, than that in which
we had fteered; though, after all, it is poffible, that we
might have pafled it in the night, as the iflanders defcribed

it
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it to be very fmall, and almoft even with the furface of
the fea.

The next day, we fteered Weft ; it being Captain Clerke’s
intention to keep as near as poffible in the fame parallel of
latitude, till we fhould make the longitude of Awatika Bay,
and afterward to fteer due North for the harbour of Saint
Peter and Saint Paul in that bay ; which was alfo appointed
for our rendezvous, in cafe of feparation. This track was
chofen on account of its being, as far as we knew, unex-
plored ; and we were not without hopes of falling in with
fome new iflands on our pafiage.

We had {carcely feen a bird, fince our lofing fight of
Tahoora, till the 18th in the afternoon, when, being in the
latitude of 21° 12, and the longitude of 194° 45, the ap-
pearance of a great many boobies, and fome man-of-war
birds, made us keep a fharp look-out for land. Toward
evening, the wind leflened, and the North Eaft {fwell, which,
on the 16th and 17th, had been {fo heavy as to make the
fhips labour exceedingly, was much abated. The next day,
we faw no appearance of land; and at noon, we fteered a
point more to the Southward, viz. Weft by South, in the
hopes of finding the trade winds (which blew almoft inva-
riably from the Eaft by North) frefher as we advanced within
the tropic. It is fomewhat {ingular, that though we faw no
birds in the forenoon, yet toward evening we had again a
number of boobies and man-of-war birds about us. This
feemed to indicate, that we had pafled the land from whence
the former flights had come, and that we were approaching
fome other low ifland.

The wind continued very moderate, with fine weather,
till the 23d, when it frefhened from the North Eaft by Eaft,
and increafed to a ftrong gale, which {plit fome of our old
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fails, and made the running rigging very frequently give
way. This gale lafted twelve hours; it then became more
moderate, and continued {o till the 25th at noon, when we
entirely loft it, and had only a very light air.

On the 26th in the morning, we thought we faw land
to the Weft South Weft, but, after running about fixteen
leagues in that direction, we found our miftake ; and night
coming on, we again fteered Weft. Our latitude, at this
time, was 19° 45, which was the greateft Southing we
made in this run; our longitude was 183, and varia-
tion 12° 45" Eaft. We continued in this courfe, with little
alteration in the wind, till the 29th, when it fhifted to the
South Eaft and South South Eaft, and, for a few hours in
the night, it was in the Weft; the weather being dark and
cloudy, with much rain, We had met, for fome days paft,
feveral turtles, one of which was the {fmalleft I ever faw,
not exceeding three inches in length., We were alfo ac-
companied by man-of-war birds, and boobies of an un-
ufual kind, being quite white (except the tip of the wing,
which was black), and eafily miftaken, at firft fight, for
gannets.

The light winds which we had met with for fome time
paft, with the prefent unfettled ftate of the weather, and the
little appearance of any change for the better, induced Cap-
tain Clerke to alter his plan of keeping within the tropical
latitudes ; and accordingly, at fix this evening, we began
to fteer North Weft by North, at which time our latitude
was 20° 23', and our longitude 180° 40’. During the conti-
nuance of the light winds, which prevailed almoft conftantly
ever fince our departure from the Sandwich Iflands, the
weather was very clofe, and the air hot and fultry; the

thermometer being generally at 80°, and fometimes at 83"
All
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All this time, we had a confiderable fwell from the North
Eaft ; and in no period of the voyage did the fhips roll and
ftrain fo violently. _

In the morning of the 1ft of April, the wind changed
from the South Eaft to the North Eaft by Eaft, and blew a
frefh breeze, till the morning of the 4th, when it altered
two points more to the Eaft, and by noon increafed to a
ftrong gale, which lafted till the afternoon of the sth, at-
tended with hazy weather. It then again altered its direc-
tion to the South Eaft, became more moderate, and was ac-
companied by heavy fhowers of rain. During all this time,
we kept fteering to the North Weft, againft a flow but re-
gular current from that quarter, which caufed a conftant
variation from our reckoning by the log, of fifteen miles
a day. On the 4th, being then in the latitude 26° 17/, and
longitude 173" 30", we pafled prodigious quantities of what
failors call Portuguefe men-of-war (bolotburia pbyfalis )y and
were alfo accompanied with a great number of fea birds,
among{t which we obferved, for the firft time, the albatrofs
and fheerwater.

On the 6th, at noon, we loft the trade wind, and were
fuddenly taken a-back, with the wind from the North
North Weft. At this time, our latitude was 29° 50’, and our
longitude 170" 1. As the old running ropes were con-
ftantly breaking in the late gales, we reeved what new ones
we had left, and made fuch other preparations, as were ne-
ceflfary for the very different climate with which we were
now fhortly to encounter. The fine weather we met with
between the tropics, had not been idly {pent. The carpen-
ters found fufficient employment in repairing the boats.
The beft bower cable had been fo much damaged by the

foul ground in Karakakooa Bay, and whilft we were at an-
chor
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chor off Oneeheow, that we were obliged to cut forty fa-
thoms from it; in converting of which, with other old
cordage, into {fpun-yard, and applying it to different ufes,
a confiderable part of the people were kept conftantly em-
ployed by the boatfwain. The airing of fails and other
ftores, which, from the leakinefs of the decks and fides of
the fhips, were perpetually fubjeét to be wet, had now be-
come a frequent as well as a laborious and troublefome part
of our duty.

Befides thefe cares, which had regard only to the thips
themfelves, there were others, which had for their objet
the prefervation of the health of the crews, that furnifhed a
conftant occupation to a great number of our hands. The
ftanding orders, eftablifhed by Captain Cook, of airing the
bedding, placing fires between decks, wathing them with
vinegar, and fmoking them with gunpowder, were ob-
ferved without any intermiflion. For fome time paft, even
the operation of mending the failors old jackets had rifen
into a duty both of difficulty and importance. It may be
neceflary to inform thofe who are unacquainted with the
difpofition and habits of feamen, that they are fo accuf-
tomed in fhips of war to be directed in the care of them-
felves by their officers, that they lofe the very idea of fore-
fight, and contract the thoughtleflnefs of infants. I am
{ure, that if our people had been left to their own difcre-
tion alone, we fhould have had the whole crew naked, be-
fore the voyage had been half finifhed. It was natural to
expect, that their experience, during our voyage to the
North laft year, would have made them {fenfible of the ne-
ceffity of paying fome attention to thefe matters; but if
fuch reflections ever occurred to them, their impreflion was

{o tranfitorv, that, upon our return to the tropical climates,
their
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their fur jackets, and the reft of their cold country clothes,
were kicked about the decks as things of no value; though
it was generally known, in both fhips, that we were to make
another voyage toward the pole. They were, of courfe,
picked up by the officers ; and, being put into cafks, re-
ftored about this time to the owners.

In the afternoon, we obferved fome of the fheathing
floating by the fhip; and, on examination, found that
twelve or fourteen feet had been wafthed off from under
the larboard-bow, where we f{uppofed the leak to have
been ; which, ever fince our leaving Sandwich Iflands, had
kept the people almoft conftantly at the pumps, making
twelve inches water an hour. This day we faw a number
of fmall crabs, of a pale blue colour ; and had again, in com-
pany, a few albatroffes and {heerwaters. The thermometer,
in the night-time, funk eleven degrees; and although it
ftill remained as high as 59°, yet we fuffered much from
the cold ; our feelings being, as yet, by no means recon-
ciled to that degree of temperature.

The wind continued blowing frefh from the North, till
the eighth, in the morning, when it became more mode-
rate, with fair weather, and gradually changed its direction
to the Eaft, and afterward to the South.

On the ninth, at noon, our latitude was 32° 16"; our lon-
gitude 166° 40" ; and the variation 8° 30° Eaft. And on the
tenth, having crofled the track of the Spanifh galleons
from the Manillas to Acapulco, we expected to have fallen
in with the Ifland of Rica de Plata, which, according to
De Lifle’s chart, in which the route of thofe fhips is laid
down, ought to have been in fight; its latitude, as there
given, being 33° 30" North, and its longitude 166° Eaft.
Notwithftanding we were fo far advanced to the North-
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ward, we {faw this day a tropic bird, and alfo feveral other
kinds of fea-birds ; fuch as puffins, fea-parrots, fheerwaters,
and albatroffes.

On the eleventh, at noon, we were in latitude 35° 30/,
longitude 165° 45" ; and during the courfe of the day, had
fea-birds, as before, and pafled feveral bunches of {ea-weed.
About the fame time, the Difcovery pafled a log of wood ;
but no other figns of land were feen,

The next day the wind came gradually round to the Eaft,
and increafed to {o firong a gale, as obliged us to ftrike our
top-gallant yards, and brought us under the lower fails,
and the main top-fail clofe reefed. Unfortunately we were
upon that tack, which was the moft difadvantageous for
our leak. But, as we had always been able to keep it under
with the hand pumps, it gave us no great uneafinefs, till
the 13th, about fix in the afternoon, when we were greatly
alarmed by a fudden inundation, that deluged the whole
{pace between decks, The water, which had lodged in the
coal-hole, not finding a fufficient vent into the well, had
forced up the platforms over it, and in a moment fet every
thing afloat. Our fituation was indeed exceedingly diftrefl-
ing ; nor did we immediately fee any means of relieving
ourfelves. A pump, through the upper decks into the coal-
hole, could anfwer no end, as it would very foon have been
choaked up by the {mall coals ; and, to bale the water out
with buckets, was become impraéticable, from the number
of bulky materials that were wafhed out of the gunner’s
{tore-room into it, and which, by the fhip’s motion, were
toffed violently from fide to fide. No other method was
therefore left, but to cut a hole through the bulk-head (or
partition) that feparated the coal-hole from the fore-hold,
and by that means to make a paflage for the body of water

into
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into the well. However, before that could be done, it was
neceflary to get the cafks of dry provifions out of the fore-
hold, which kept us employed the greateft part of the night;
fo that the carpenters could not get at the partition till the
next morning. As foon as the paflage was made, the greateit
part of the water emptied itfelf into the well, and enabled
us to get out the reft with buckets. But the leak was now
fo much increafed, that we were obliged to keep one half of
the people conftantly pumping and baleing, till the noon of
the 15th. Our men bore, with great cheerfulnefs, this ex-
ceffive fatigue, which was much increafed by their having
no dry place to fleep in ; and, on this account, we began to
ferve their full allowance of grog.

The weather now becoming more moderate, and the
fwell lefs heavy, we were enabled to clear away the reft of
the cafks from the fore-hold, and to open a fufficient paflage
for the water to the pumps. This day we faw a greenifh
piece of drift-wood, and fancying the water coloured, we
founded, but got no bottom with a hundred and fixty fa-
thoms of line. Our latitude, at noon this day, was 41° 527,
longitude 161° 15" variation 6° 30’ Eaft; and the wind {foon
after veering to the Northward, we altered our courfe three
points to the Weft.

On the 16th, at noon, we were in the latitude of 42° 12/,
and in the longitude of 160° 5"; and as we were now ap-
proaching the place where a great extent of land is faid
to have been feen by De Gama, we were glad of the op-
portunity which the courfe we were fteering gave, of con-
tributing to remove the doubts, if any fhould be {till
entertained, refpecting the falfehood of this pretended
difcovery. For it is to be obferved, that no one has
ever yet been able to find who John de Gama was,

Aaz when
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when he lived, or what year this pretended difcovery was
made.

According to Mr. Muller, the firft account of it given
to the Public was in a chart publifhed by Texeira, a Por-
tugueze geographer, in 1649, who places it ten or twelve
degrees to the North Eaft of Japan, between the lati-
tudes of 44° and 45°; and announces it to be land feen by
Jobn de Gama, the Indian, in a voyage from China te New
Spain. On what grounds the French geographers have
fince removed it five degrees to the Eaftward, does not
appear ; except we fuppofe it to have been done in order
to make room for another difcovery made by the Dutch,
called Company’s Land ; of which we fhall have occafion to
ipeak hereafter.

During the whole day, the wind was eXceedingly un-
fettled, being feldom {teady to two or three points; and
blowing in frefh gufts, which were fucceeded by dead calms.
Thefe were not unpromifing appearances ; but, after ftand-
ing oftf and on, the whole of this day, without fecing any
thing of the land, we again fteered to the Northward, not
thinking it worth our while to lofe time in fearch of an
object, the opinion of whofe exiftence had been already
pretty generally exploded. Our people were employed the
whole {:If the 16th, in getting their wet thmgs dry, and in
airing the fhips below.

We now began to feel very fharply the increafing in-
clemency of the Northern climate. In the morning of
the 18th, our latitude being 45° 40, and our longitude
160" 25", we had fnow and {leet, accompanied with {trong
gales from the South Weft. This circamftance will ap-
pear very remarkable, if we confider the feafon of the
year, and the quarter from which the wind blew. On the

19th,
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19th, the thermometer, in the day-time, remained at the
freezing point, and at four in the morning fell to 29°. If
the reader will take the trouble to compare the degree of
heat, during the hot {ultry weather we had at the begin-
ning of this month, with the extreme cold which we now
endured, he will conceive how feverely fo rapid a change

muit have been felt by us.
In the gale of the 18th, we had {plit almoft all the fails

we had bent, which being our fecond beft fuit, we were
now reduced to make ufe of our laft and beft {fet. To add
to Captain Clerke’s difficulties, the fea was in general fo
rough, and the fhips fo leaky, that the fail-makers had no
place to repair the fails in, except his apartments, which,
in his declining ftate of health, was a ferious inconvenience
to him.

On the 20th, at noon, being in latitude 49° 45" North,
and longitude 161° 15" Eaft; and eagerly expecting to fall
in with the coaft of Afia, the wind fhifted fuddenly to the
North, and continued in the fame quarter the following
day. However, although it retarded our progrefs, vet the
fair weather it brought was no fmall refrefhment to us.
In the forenoon of the 21ft, we faw a whale, and a land-
bird ; and, in the afternoon, the water looking muddy, we
founded, but got no ground with an hundred and forty
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fathoms of line. During the three preceding days, we {faw -

large flocks of wild-fowl, of a fpecies refembling ducks.
This is ufually confidered as a proof of the vicinity of
land; but we had no other figns of it, fince the 16th;
in which time we had run upward of an hundred and fifty

leagues.
On the 22d, the wind fhifted to the North Eaft, attended
with mifty weather. The cold was exceedingly fevere, and
the
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the ropes were fo frozen, that it was with difficulty we
could force them through the blocks. At noon, the lati-
tude, by account, was 51° 38, longitude 160° 7' ; and on
comparing our prefent pofition with that given to the
Southern parts of Kamtfchatka, in the Ruffian charts, Cap-
tain Clerke did not think it prudent to run on toward the
land all night. We therefore tacked at ten; and, having
{ounded, had ground agreeably to our conjectures, with fe-
venty fathoms of line.

On the 23d, at {fix in the morning, being in latitude
52" o9’, and longitude 160° o7, on the fog clearing away,
the land appeared in mountains covered with fnow; and
extending from North three quarters Eaft, to South Weft,
a high conical rock, bearing South Weft, three quarters
Weft, at three or four leagues diftance. We had no fooner
taken this imperfect view, than we were again covered with
a thick fog. Being now, according to our maps, only eight
leagues from the entrance of Awatfka Bay, as foon as the
weather cleared up, we ftood in to take a nearer view of
the land ; and a more difmal and dreary profpeét I never
beheld. The coaft appears ftraight and uniform, having
no inlets or bays; the ground, from the fhore, rifes in hills
of a moderate elevation, behind which are ranges of moun-
tains, whofe fummits were loft in the clouds. The whole
icene was entirely covered with fnow, except the fides of
fome of the cliffs, which rofe too abruptly from the fea for
the fnow to lie upon them.

The wind continued blowing very ftrong from the North
Eaft, with thick hazy weather and {leet, from the 24th till
the 28th. During the whole time, the thermometer was
never higher than 30#° The fhip appeared to be a com-
plete mafs of ice; the throwds were fo incrufted with it, as

to
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to meafure in circumference more than double their ufual
fize; and, in fhort, the experience of the oldeft {feaman
among us, had never met with any thing like the conti-
nued thowers of fleet, and the extreme cold, which we now
encountered. Indeed the feverity of the weather, added to
the great difficulty of working the fhips, and the labour of
keeping the pumps conftantly going, rendered the fervice
too hard for many of the crew, fome of whom were froft-
bitten, and others laid up with bad colds. We continued
all this time ftanding four hours on each tack, having gene-
rally foundings of fixty fathoms, when about three leagues
from the land; but none at twice that diftance. On the
25th, we had a tranfient view of the entrance of Awat{ka
Bay; but, in the prefent ftate of the weather, we were
afraid of venturing into it. Upon our ftanding off again,
we loft fight of the Difcovery ; but, as we were now {o
near the place of rendezvous, this gave us no great un-
eafinefs.

On the 28th, in the morning, the weather at laft cleared,
and the wind fell to a light breeze from the {fame quarter as
before. We had a fine warm day; and, as we now began
to expect a thaw, the men were employed in breaking
the ice from off the rigging, mafts, and fails, in order to
prevent its falling on our heads. At noon, being in the
latitude of 52° 44, and the longitude of 159°, the en-
trance of Awatfka Bay bore North Weft, diftant three or
four leagues; and, about three in the afternoon, a fair
wind {prung up from the Southward, with which we ftood
in, having regular foundings, from twenty-two to feven
fathoms,

The mouth of the bay opens in a North North Weft
direction. The land, on the South fide, is of a moderate

height ;
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height 5 to the Northward, it rifes into a bluff head, which
is the higheft part of the coaft. In the channel between
them, near the North Eaft fide, lie three remarkable rocks
and, farther in, near the oppofite coaft, a fingle detached
rock of a confiderable fize. On the North head there is a
look-out houfe, which, when the Ruffians expet any of
their thips upon the coaft, is ufed as a light-houfe. There
was a flag-ftaff on it ; but we faw no fign of any perfon
being there.

Having pafled the mouth of the bay, which is about four
miles long, we opened a large circular bafon of twenty-five
miles in circumference ; and, at half paft four, came to an
anchor in fix fathoms water, being afraid of running foul
on a fhoal, or fome funk rocks, which are faid by Muller #
to lie in the channel of the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul.
The middle of the bay was full of loofe ice, drifting with
the tide ; but the {hores were ftill entirely blocked up with
it. Great flocks of wild-fowl were feen of various {pecies ;
likewile ravens, eagles, and large flights of Greenland
pigeons, We examined every corner of the bay, with our
glaffes, in {earch of the town of St. Peter and St. Paul;
which, according to the accounts given us at Oonalafhka,
we had conceived to be a place of fome ftrength and con-
fideration. At length we difcovered, on a narrow point of
land to the North North Eaft, a few miferable log-houfes,
and fome conical huts, raifed on poles, amounting in all to
about thirty ; which, from their fituation, notwithftanding
all the refpeét we wifhed to entertain for a Ruffian offrog,
we were under the neceflity of concluding to be Petro-
paulowfka. However, in juftice to the generous and hof-

* Voyages made by the Ruffians from Afia to America, &c. tranflated from the Ger-

man ; by T. Jefferys, p. 37. pitable
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pitable treatment we found here, I fhall beg leave to anti- 1770

‘cipate the reader’s curiofity, by afluring him, that our dif- il '
appointment proved to be more of a laughable than a feri-

ous nature. For, in this wretched extremity of the earth,
fituated beyond every thing that we conceived to be moft

barbarous and inhofpitable, and, as it were, out of the very

reach of civilization, barricaded with ice, and covered with
fummer {now, in a poor miferable port, far inferior to the

meaneit of our fithing towns, we met with feelings of hu-

manity, joined to a greatnefs of mind, and elevation of {en-

timent, which would have done honour to any nation or
climate.

- During the night, much ice drifted by us with the

tide, and at day-light I was fent with the boats to exa- Thurfday 29.

mine the bay, and deliver the letters we had brought from

Oonalathka to the Ruflian Commander. We directed our

courfe toward the village I have juft mentioned, and hav-

ing proceeded as far as we were able with the boats, we

got upon the ice, which extended near half a mile from

the fthore. Mr. Webber, and two of the feamen, accom-

panied me, whilft the Mafter took the pinnace and cutter

to finith the furvey, leaving the jolly-boat behind to carry

us back.

I believe the inhabitants had not yet feen either the thip
or the boats ; for even after we had got on the ice, we could
not perceive any figns of a living creature in the town. By
the time we had advanced a little way on the ice, we ob-
ferved a few men hurrying backward and forward, and
prefently after, a fledge, drawn by dogs, with one of the
inhabitants in it, came down to the fea-fide, oppofite to us.
Whilit we were gazing at this unufual fight, and admiring
the great civility of this firanger, which we imagined had

Noz; 1II. B b brought
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brought him to our affiftancé, the man, after viewing us
for fome time very attentively, turned fhort round, and
went off, with great {peed, toward the offrog. We were not
lefs chagrined than difappointed at his abrupt departure, as
we began to find our journey over the ice attended not only
with great difficulty, but even with danger. We funk at
every ftep almoft knee deep in the fnow, and, though we
found tolerable footing at the bottom, yet the weak parts
of the ice not being difcoverable, we were conftantly ex-
poied to the rifk of breaking through it. This accident at
laft actually happened to myfelf ; for, ftepping on quickly
over a {ufpicious {pot, in order to prefs with lefs weight
upon it, I came upon a fecond, before I could ftop myfelf,
which broke under me, and in I fell. Luckily, I rofe clear
of the ice, and a man that was a little way behind with a
boat-hook, throwing it to me, I laid it acrofs fome loofe
pieces near me, and, by that means, was enabled to get upon
firm ice again.

As we approached the fhore, we found the ice, contrary
to our expectations, more broken than it had been before.
We were, however, again comforted by the fight of another
fledge coming toward us, but inftead of proceeding to our
relief, the driver ftopt fhort, and began to call out to us. 1
immediately held up to him I{myloff’s letters; upon which
he turned about, and fet off back again full fpeed ; fol-
lowed, I believe, not with the prayers of any of our party.
Being at a great lofs what conclufions to draw from this
unaccountable behaviour, we continued our march toward
the offrog, with great circum{pection, and when we had ar-
rived within a quarter of a mile of it, we perceived a body
of armed men marching toward us. That we might give
them as little alarm, and have as peaceable an appearance as

poflible,
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pofiible, the two men who had boat-hooks in their hands,
were ordered into the rear, and Mr. Webber and myfelf
marched in front, The Ruffian party, confifting of about
thirty foldiers, was headed by a decent-looking perfon, with
a cane in his hand, He halted within a few yards of wus,
and drew up his men in a martial and good order. I deli-
vered to him I{fmyloff’s letters, and endeavoured to make
him underftand, as well as 1 could (though I afterward
found in vain), that we were Englith, and had brought
the papers from Oonalathka. After having examined us
attentively, he began to conduct us toward the village, in
great filence and folemnity, frequently halting his men, to
form them in different manners, and make them perform
feveral parts of their manual exercife, probably with a view
to thew us, that if we had the temerity to offer any violence,
we fhould have to deal with men who were not ignorant of
their bufinefs.

Though I was all this time in my wet clothes, fhivering
with cold, and fufficiently inclined to the moft uncondi-
tional fubmiffion, without having my fears violently alarm-~
ed ; yet it was impoffible not to be diverted with this mili-
tary parade, notwithftanding it was attended with the moft
unfeafonable delay. At length, we arrived at the houfe of
the Commanding Officer of the party, into which we were
ufhered ; and, after no {fimall ftir in giving orders, and dif-
pofing of the military without doors, our hoft made his ap-
pearance, accompanied by another perfon, whom we un-
derftood to be the Secretary of the port. One of Ifimyloff’s
letters was now opened, and the other fent off; by a {pecial
meflenger, to Bolcheretik, a town on the Weft fide of the
peninfula of Kamt{chatka, where the Ruflian Commander
of this province ufually refides.

Bba2 It
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It is very remarkable, that they had not feen the fhip the
preceding day, when we came to anchor in the bay, nor
indeed this morning, till our boats were pretty near the ice.
The panic with which the difcovery had ftruck them, we
found, had been very confiderable. The garrifon was im-
mediately put under arms. Two {mall field-pieces were
placed at the entrance of the Commander’s houfe, and
pointed toward our boats; and fhot, powder, and lighted
matches were all ready at hand.

The officer, in whofe houfe we were at prefent entertain-
ed, was a Serjeant, and the Commander of the ¢/freg. No-
thing could exceed the kindnefs and hofpitality of his beha-
viour, after he recovered from the alarm occafioned by our
arrival. We found the houfe infufferably hot, but exceed-
ingly neat and clean. After I had changed my clothes,
which the Serjeant’s civility enabled me to do, by furnifh-
ing me with a complete {uit of his own, we were invited to
fit down to dinner, which I have no doubt was the beft he
could procure; and, confidering the fhortnefs of time he
had to provide it, was managed with fome ingenuity. As
there was not time to prepare foup and bowilli, we had, in
their {tead, fome cold beef {liced, with hot water poured
over it. We had next alarge bird roafted, of a {pecies with
which I was unacquainted, but of a very excellent tafte.
After having eaten a part of this, it was taken off, and we
were ferved with fith drefled two different ways ; and, foon
after, the bird again made its appearance, in favory and
fweet pates. Our liquor, of which I fhall have to {peak
hereafter, was of the kind called by the Ruffians gua/5, and
was much the worft part of the entertainment. The Ser-
jeant’s wife brought in feveral of the difhes herfelf, and was

not permitted to fit down at table. Having finifthed our re-
pait,
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paft, during which it is hardly neceflary to remark, that
our converfation was confined to a few bows, and other
figns of mutual refpect, we endeavoured to open to our
hoft the caufe and objects of our vifit to this port. As If-
myloff had probably written to them on the fame fubject,
in the letters we had before delivered, he appeared very
readily to conceive our meaning ; but as there was unfor-
tunately no one in the place that could talk any other lan-
guage except Ruflian or Kamtfchadale, we found the ut-
moft difficulty in comprehending the information he meant
to convey to us. After fome time {pent in thefe endea-
vours to underftand one another, we conceived the fum of
the intelligence we had procured to be, that though no
fupply, either of provifions or naval ftores, was to be had
at this place, vet that thefe articles were in great plenty at
Bolcheretik. That the Commander would, moft probably,
be very willing to give us what we wanted ; but that, till
the Serjeant had received orders from him, neither he nor
his people, nor the natives, could even venture to go on
board the fhip.

It was now time for us to take our leave; and, as my
clothes were ftill too wet to put on, I was obliged to have
recourfe again to the Serjeant’s benevolence, for his leave to
carry thofe I had borrowed of him on board. This requeit
was complied with very cheerfully, and a fledge, drawn by
five dogs, with a driver, was immediately provided for each
of our party. The {ailors were highly delighted with this
mode of conveyance; and what diverted them ftill more
was, that the two boat-hooks had alfo a fledge appropriated
to themielves. Thefe {fledges are fo light, and their con-
ftruétion fo well adapted to the purpofes for which they
are intended, that they went with great expedition, and

perfect
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perfect {afety, over the ice, which it would have been
impoflible for us, with all our caution, to have pafied on
foot.

On our return, we found the boats towing the fhip to-
ward the village; and at feven we got clofe to the ice, and
moored with the {fmall bower to the North Eaift, and beft
bower to the South Weft; the entrance of the bay bearing
South by Eaft, and South three quarters Eaft ; and the offrog
North, one quarter Eaft, diftant one mile and a half. The
next morning, the cafks and cables were got upon the
quarter-deck, in order to lighten the fhip forward; and the
carpenters were fet to work to {top the leak, which had
given us {fo much trouble during our laft run. It was
found to have been occafioned by the falling of fome
fheathing from the larboard-bow, and the oakum between
the planks having been wafhed out. The warm weather
we had in the middle of the day, began to make the ice
break away very faft, which, drifting with the tide, had al-
moit filled up the entrance of the bay. Several of our gen-
tlemen paid their vifits to the Serjeant, by whom they were
received with great civility ; and Captain Clerke {fent him
two bottles of rum, which he underftood would be the moft
acceptable prefent he could make him, and received in re-
turn fome fine fowls of the groufe kind, and twenty trouts.
Our {portfmen met with but bad fuccefs; for though the
bay fwarmed with flocks of ducks of various kinds, and
Greenland pigeons, yet they were fo fhy, that they could
not come within fhot of them.

In the morning of the 1ft of May, feeing the Difcovery
ftanding into the bay, a boat was immediately fent to her
afliftance ; and in the afternoon, the moored clofe by us.

They told us, that after the weather cleared up on the 28th,
they
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they found themfelves to leeward of the bay, and that,

when they got abreaft of it the following day, and faw the
entrance choaked up with ice, they ftood off, after firing
guns, concluding we could not be here; but finding after-
ward it was only loofe drift-ice, they had ventured in. The
next day, the weather was fo very unfettled, attended with
heavy fhowers of fnow, that the carpenters were not able
to proceed in their work. The thermometer ftood at 28’
in the evening, and the froft was exceedingly fevere in the
night. :

The following morning, on our obferving two fledges
drive into the village, Captain Clerke fent me on fhore, to
inquire whether any meflage was arrived from the Com-
mander of Kamtfchatka, which, according to the Serjeant’s
account, might now be expected, in confequence of the in-
telligence that had been fent of our arrival. Bolcheretik,
by the ufual route, is about one hundred and thirty-five
Englifh miles from Saint Peter and Saint Paul’s. Our dif-
patches were fent off in a {fledge drawn by dogs, on the 29th,
about noon. And the anfwer arrived, as we afterward
found, early this morning ; fo that they were only a little
more than three days and a half in performing a journey of
two hundred and feventy miles.

The return of the Commander’s anfwer was, however,
concealed from us for the prefent; and I was told, on my
arrival at the Serjeant’s, that we fhould hear from him the
next day. Whilft I was on fhore, the boat, which had
brought me, together with another belonging to the Difco-
very, were fet faft in the ice, which a Southerly wind had
driven from the other fide of the bay. On feeing them
entangled, the Difcovery’s launch had been fent to their

affiftance, but foon fhared the fame fate; and, in a fhort
time,

191

1770
Ma]?.

Sunday 2,

Monday 3.



1779

Tuefday 4.

A O¥VON ANGE. S0

time, the ice had furrounded them near a quarter of a mile
deep. This obliged us to ftay on thore till evening, when
finding no profpect of getting the boats off, fome of us

‘went in fledges to the edge of the ice, and were taken off

by boats {fent from the fhip, and the reft {taid on fhore all
night.

It continued to freeze hard during the night; but, before
morning, on the 4th, a change of wind drifted away the
floating ice, and fet the boats at liberty, without their hav-
ing fuftained the fmalleft damage.

About ten o’clock in the forenoon, we faw feveral fledges
driving down to the edge of the ice, and fent a boat to con-
duct the perfons who were in them on board. One of thefe
was a Ruflian merchant from Bolcheretik, named Fedo-
fitich, and the other a German, called Port, who had brought
a letter from Major Behm, the Commander of Kamt{chatka,
to Captain Clerke. When they got to the edge of the ice,
and faw diftinétly the fize of the fhips, which lay within
about two hundred yards from them, they appeared to be ex-
ceedingly alarmed ; and, before they would venture to em~
bark, defired two of our boat’s crew might be left on fhore
as hoftages for their fafety. We afterward found that If-
myloff, in his letter to the Commander, had mifreprefented
us, for what reafons we could not conceive, as two {mall
trading boats, and that the Serjeant, who had only feen the
{hips at a diftance, had not, in his difpatches, rectified the
miftake.

When they arrived on board, we ftill found, from their
cautious and timorous behaviour, that they were under
{ome unaccountable apprehenfions ; and an uncommon de-
gree of {atisfaction was vifible in their countenances, on the
German’s finding a perfon amongft us, with whom he could

converfe.
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converfe. This was Mr. Webber, who fpoke that language
perfectly well ; and at laft, though with {fome difficulty, con-
vinced them, that we were Englifhmen, and friends. Mr.
Port being introduced to Captain Clerke, delivered to him
the Commander’s letter, which was written in German, and
was merely complimental, inviting him and his officers to
Bolcheretik, to which place the people, who brought it,
were to conduct us. Mr. Port, at the {fame time, acquainted
him, that the Major had conceived a very wrong idea of the
fize of the fhips, and of the fervice we were engaged in
I{myloff, in his letter, having reprefented us as two fmall
Englifh pacquet boats, and cautioned him to be on his
guard ; infinuating, that he fufpected us to be no better
than pirates. In confequence of this letter, he faid, there
had been various conjectures formed about us at Bolche-
retik : that the Major thought it moft probable we were on
a trading {cheme, and for that reafon had {fent down a mer-
chant to us ; but that the officer, who was fecond in com-
~ mand, was of opinion we were French, and come with fome
hoftile intention, and was for taking meafures accordingly.
It had required, he added, all the Major’s authority to keep
the inhabitants from leaving the town, and retiring up into
the country; to {fo extraordinary a pitch had their fears
rifen, from their perfuafion that we were French.

Their extreme apprehenfions of that nation were princi-
pally occafioned by fome circumitances attending an infur-
rection that had happened at Bolcheretik, a few years be-
fore, in which the Commander had loft his life. We were
informed, that an exiled Polifh officer, named Beniowiki,
taking advantage of the confufion into which the town was
thrown, had feized upon a galliot, then lying at the entrance
of the Bolchoireka, and had forced on board a number of

“¥oL. III. G c Ruffian
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Ruflian failors, {ufficient to navigate her: that he had put
on fhore a part of the crew at the Kourile I{lands; and,
among the reft, Iimyloff, who, as the reader will recolleét,
had puzzled us exceedingly, at Oonalathka, with the hiftory
of this tranfaction; though, for want of underftanding his
language, we could not then make out all the circumf{tances
attending it : that he paffed in fight of Japan; made Luco-
nia; and was there directed how to fteer to Canton : that,
arriving there, he had applied to the French, and had got a
paffage in one of their India thips to France : and that moft
of the Ruflians had likewife returned to Europe in French
thips; and had afterward found their way to Peterfburg.
We met with three of Beniow{ki’s crew in the harbour of

Saint Peter and Saint Paul ; and from them we learnt the

circumitances of the above ftory.

On our arrival at Canton, we received a farther corro-
boration of the facts, from the gentlemen of the Englith
fatory, who told us, that a perfon had arrived there in a
Ruflian galliot, who faid he came from Kamtichatka; and
that he had been furnifhed by the French fatory with a
paflage to Europe *#.

We could not help being much diverted with the fears
and apprehenfions of thefe good people, and particularly
with the account Mr. Port gave us of the Serjeant’s wary
proceedings the day before. On feeing me come on fhore,
in company with fome other gentlemen, he had made him
and the merchant, who arrived in the fledges we had {een
come in the morning, hide themfelves in his kitchen, and
liften to our converfation with one another, in hopes, that

#* It hath fince appeared, from the account of Kerguelen’s Voyage, that this extraor-
dinary perfon, who had entered into the French fervice, was commander of a new fettle-
ment at Madagafcar, when Kerguelen touched there in 1774.

i
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by this means they might difcover whether we were really
Englifh or not.

As we concluded, from the commiffion and drefs of Mr.
Port, that he might probably be the Commander’s fecretary,
he was received as fuch, and invited, with his companion,
the merchant, to dine with Captain Clerke : and though we
foon began to fufpect, from the behaviour of the latter to-
ward him, that he was only a common fervant, yet, this be-
ing no time to facrifice our little comforts to our pride, we
prevented an explanation, by not fuffering the queftion to be
put to him ; and, in return for the fatisfaction we reaped
from his abilities as a linguift, we continued to let him live
on a footing of equality with us.

Cca G HAPER
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CH AL Ta il

Scarcity of Provifions and Stores at the Harbour of Saint
Peter and Saint Paul.— A Party fet out to vifit the
Commander at Bolcheretfk.—Paflage up the river Awat-
Ska—dccount of their Reception by the Toion of Karat- |
chin—Defcription of a Kamtfchadale Drefs.—fourney on :
Sledges. — Defeription of this Mode of Travelling. — Ar-
rvival at Natcheekin.—Account of bot Springs.—Embark
on the Bolchoireka.— Reception at the Capital. — Gene-
vous and bofpitable Conduct of the Commander and the
Garrifon.—Defcription of Bolcheretfk.—Prefents from the
Commander —Ruffian and Kamitfchadale Dancing.— Af-
Jecting Departure from Bolcherelfk.,— Return to Saint
Peter and Saint Paul’s, accompanied by Major Bebm, who
vifits the Ships.—Generofity of the Sailors.—Difpatches fent
by Major Bebm to Peterfburpe —His Departure and Cha-

racier.
1779, EING now enabled to converfe with the Ruffians, by
Ly the aid of our interpreter, with tolerable facility, our

Tuefday 4. firft inquiries were directed to the means of procuring a
fupply of frefh provifions, and naval ftores ; from the want
of which latter article, in particular, we had been for fome
time in great diftrefs. On inquiry, it appeared, that the
whole ftock of live cattle, which the country about the bay

could furnifh, amounted only to two heifers ; and thefe the
Serjeant
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Serjeant very readily promifed to procure us. Our applica-
tions were next made to the merchant, but we found the
terms, upon which he offered to ferve us, fo exorbitant,
that Captain Clerke thought it neceffary to fend an officer
to vifit the Commander at Bolcheret{k, and to inquire into
the price of ftores at that place. As foon as this determi-
nation was communicated to Mr. Port, he di{patched an ex-
prefs to the Commander, to inform him of our intentions,
and, at the fame time, to clear us from the fufpicions that
were entertained with refpect to the defignation and pur-
pofes of our voyage.

Captain Clerke having thought proper to fix on me for
this fervice, I received orders, together with Mr. Webber,
who was to accompany me as interpreter, to be ready to fet
out the next day. It proved, however, too ftormy, as did
alfo the 6th, for beginning a journey through fo wild and
defolate a country ; but, on the 7th, the weather appearing
more favourable, we fet out early in the morning in the
fhip’s boats, with a view to reach the entrance of the
Awatfka at high water, on account of the fhoals with which
.the mouth of that river abounds: here the country boats
were to meet us, and carry us up the ftream.

Captain Gore was now added to our party, and we were
attended by Meflrs. Port and Fedofitich, with two coffacks,
and were provided, by our conduétors, with warm furred
clothing ; a precaution which we {oon found very necef-
fary, as it began to fnow brifkly juft after we fet out. At
eight o'clock, being ftopped by {hoal water, about a mile
from the mouth of the river, fome {mall canoes, belonging
to the Kamtfchadales, took up us and our baggage, and
carried us over a {pit of fand, which is thrown up by the
rapidity of the river, and which, they told us, was con-

tinually
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tinually fhifting,. When we had croffed this fhoal, the
water again deepened; and here we found a commodi-
ous boat, built and fhaped like a Norway yawl, ready
to convey us up the river, together with canoes for our
baggage.

The mouth of the Awatfka is about a quarter of a mile
broad; and as we advanced, it narrowed very gradually.
After we had proceeded a few miles, we pafled feveral
branches, which, we were told, emptied themielves into
other parts of the bay; and that fome of thofe on the left
hand, flowed into the Paratounca river. Its general direc-
tion from the bay, for the fir{t ten miles, is to the North,
after which it turns to the Weftward : this bend excepted,
it preferves, for the moft part, a ftraight courfe ; and the
country, through which it flows, to the diftance of near
thirty miles from the fea, is low and flat, and fubjeét to
frequent inundations. We were pufhed forward by fix
men, with long poles, three at cach end of the boat; two
of whom were Coffacks, the others Kamt{chadales ; and ad-
vanced againft a ftrong ftream, at the rate, as well as I
could judge, of about three milés an hour. Our Kamticha-
dales bore this fevere labour, with great {ftoutnefs, for ten
hours; during which we ftopped only once, and that for a
thort time, whilft they took {fome little refrelhment. As
we had been told, at our firft {fetting out in the morning,
that we fhould eafily reach an ofrog, called Karatchin, the
fame night, we were much difappointed to find ourfelves,
at fun-fet, fifteen miles from that place. This we attri+
buted to the delay occafioned in pafling the fhoals we had
met with, both at the entrance of the river, and in feveral
other places, as we proceeded up it: for our boat being
the firft that had pafled up the river, the guides were not

: acquainted
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acquainted with the fituation of the fhifting fand-banks,
and unfortunately the fnow not having yet begun to melt,
the fhallownefs of the river was at its extreme.

The fatigue our men had already undergone, and the
difficulty of navigating the river, which would have been
much increafed by the darknefs of the night, obliged us to
give up all thoughts of continuing our journey that even-
ing. Having therefore found a place tolerably fheltered, and
cleared it of the fnow, we erected a {mall marquife, which
we had brought with us ; and,- by the affiftance of a brifk
fire, and fome good punch, paffed the night not very un-
pleafantly. The only inconvenience we laboured under was,
the being obliged to make the fire at fome diftance from us.
For, although the ground was, to all appearance, dry enough
before, yet when the fire was lighted, it foon thawed all the
parts round it into an abfolute puddle. We admired much
the alertnefs and expedition with which the Kamtfchadales
erected our marquife, and cooked our provifions ; but what
was moft unexpected, we found they had brought with them
their tea-kettles, confidering it as the greateft of hardfhips
not to drink tea two or three times a day.

We fet out as foon as it was light, in the morning, and
had not advanced far, before we were met by the To/on, or
Chief of Karatchin, who had been apprized of our com-
ing, and had provided canoes that were lighter, and better
contrived for navigating the higher parts of the river. A
commodious veflel, confifting of two canoces, lafthed clofe
together with crofs {pars, lined with bear-ikins, and fur-
nifhed with fur cloaks, was alfo provided for us. We now
went on very rapidly, the Zoion’s people being both {tout
and frefh, and remarkable for their expertnefs in this bu-

{inefs.
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o finefs. At ten we got to the offrog, the feat of his com-
Kamt{chadale men and women, and fome Ruflian fervants
belonging to Fedofitich, who were ewnployed in making
canoes. They were all dreflfed out in their beft clothes.
Thofe of the women were pretty and gay, confifting of a
full loofe robe, of white nankeen, gathered clofe round the
neck, and faftened with a collar of coloured filk. Over this
they wore a fhort jacket, without {leeves, made of different-
coloured nankeens, and petticoats of a {light Chinefe filk.
Their fhifts, which had {leeves down to the wrifts, were
alfo of filk ; and coloured filk handkerchiefs were bound
round their heads, concealing entirely the hair of the mar- s
ried women, whilft thofe who were unmarried, brought the .
handkerchief under the hair, and {uffered it to flow loofe |
behind.

This offrog was pleafantly fituated by the fide of the ri-
ver ; and confifted of three log-houfes; three jourts, or
houfes made under ground; and nineteen alagans, or
fummer habitations. We were conducted to the dwelling
of the Toion, who was a plain decent man, born of a Ruf-
fian woman, by a Kamt{chadale father. His houfe, like
all the reft in this country, was divided into two apart-
ments. A long narrow table, with a bench round it, was
all the furniture we faw in the outer ; and the houfhold
ftuff of the inner, which was the kitchen, was not lefs
fimple and fcanty. But the kind attention of our hoft,
and the hearty welcome we received, more than cumpen— g
fated for the poverty of his lodgings.

His wife proved an excellent cook ; and ferved us with

fith and game of different forts, and various kinds of heath-
berries,,
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Dberries, that had been kept fince the laft year. Whillt we
were at dinner in this miferable hut, the guefts of a peo-
ple, with whofe exiftence we had before been {carce ac-
quainted, and at the extremity of the habitable globe, a
{olitary, half-worn pewter {poon, whofe thape was familiar
to us, attradted our attention; and, on examination, we
found it ftamped on the back with the word London. 1
cannot pafs over this circumftance in filence, out of gra-
titude for the many pleafant thoughts, the anxious hopes,
and tender remembrances it excited in us. ‘Thofe, who
have experienced the effeéts that long abfence and ex-
treme diftance from their native country produce on the
mind, will readily conceive the pleafure {uch trifling in-
cidents can give. To the philofopher and the politician
they may perhaps fuggeft refletions of a different na-

ture.
- We were now to quit the river, and perform the next
part of our journey on {ledges; but the thaw had been
too powerful in the day-time, to allow us to fet out, till
the cold of the evening had again made the furface of the
fnow hard and firm. This gave us an opportunity of
walking about the village, which was the only place we
had yet {een free from fhow fince we landed in this coun-
try. It ftood upon a well-wooded flat, about a mile and
a half in circumference. The leaves were juft budding,
and the verdure of the whole fcene was ftrongly contrafted
with the fides of the furrounding hills, which were {till
covered with fnow. As the {oil appeared to me very ca-
pable of producing all the common forts of garden vege-
tables, I was greatly {furprized not to find the fmalleft {pot
any where cultivated. If to this we add, that none of the
mhabitants were poffefled of cattle of any fort, nothing

You. III. Dd can
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can be well conceived more wretched than their fituation
muft be during the winter months. They were at this time
removing from their jour#s into their balagans, which af-
forded us an opportunity of examining both thefe forts
of habitations ; and they will be hereafter more particu-
larly defcribed. The people invited us into their houfes
with great good-humour; a general air of cheerfulnefs
and content was every where vifible, to which the ap-
proaching change of feafon might probably not a little
contribute.

On our return to the 7ofon’s, we found fupper prepared
for us, which differed in nothing from our former repaft;
and concluded with our treating the Zo/on and his wife with
fome of the fpirits, we had brought with us, made into
punch. Captain Gore, who had great generofity on all oc=
cafions, having afterward made them fome valuable pre~
{ents, they retired to the kitchen, leaving us in poffeffion of
the outward room, where, {fpreading our bear-fkins on the
benches, we were glad to get a little repofe, having fettled
with our condudtors to refume our journey, as foon as the
ground fhould be judged fit for travelling.

About nine o’clock, the fame evening, we were awakened
by the melancholy howlings of the dogs, which continued all
the time our baggage was lafthing upon the fledges ; but, as
{oon as they were yoked, and we were all prepared to fet out,
this changed into a light cheerful yelping, which entirely
ceafed the inftant they marched off. But, before we fet out,
the Reader may expect to be made more particularly ac=
quainted with this curious mode of travelling.

The figure of the fledges will be beft conceived by the
annexed engraving, which was taken from one I brought
over with me, that is now in the poffeflion of Sir Afhton

Lever.
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Lever. The body is about four feet and a half long, and a
foot wide, made in the form of a crefcent, of light tough
wood, ftrongly bound together with wicker-work ; which, in
thofebelonging to the better fort of people, is elegantly {tain-
ed of a red and blue colour, and the {eat covered with bear-
fkins, or other furs. It is fupported by four legs, about two
feet high, which reft on two long flat pieces of wood, five or
fix inches broad, extending a foot at each end beyond the
body of the fledge. Thefe are turned up before in the man-
ner of a {kate, and fhod with the bone of fome fea-animal.
The fore-part of the carriage is ornamented with thongs of
leather and taffels of coloured cloth; and from the crofs-
bar, to which the harnefs is joined, are hung links of iron,
or fmall bells, the jingling of which they conceive to be en-
couraging to the dogs. They are feldom ufed to carry more
than one perfon at a time, who {its afide, refting his feet on
the lower part of the fledge, and carrying his provifions and
other neceflaries, wrapped upin a bundle, behind him. The
dogs are ufually five in number, yoked two and two, with
a leader. The reins, not being faftened to the head of the
dogs, but to the collar, have little power over them, and are
therefore generally hung upon the fledge, whilit the driver
depends entirely on their obedience to his voice for the
direction of them. With this view, the leader is always
trained up with a particular degree of care and attention ;
fome of them rifing to a moft extraordinary value on account
of their docility and fteadinefs ; infomuch, that for one of
thefe, I am well affured, forty roubles (or ten pounds) was no
unufual price. The driver is alfo provided with a crooked
ftick, which anf{wers the purpofe both of whip and reins;
as by ftriking it into the fnow, he is enabled to moderate the
ipeed of the dogs, or even to ftop them entirely ; and when

Dd2 they
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they are lazy, or otherwife inattentive to his voice, he chaf-
tifes them by throwing it at them. Upon thefe occafionsy
their dexterity in picking it up again is very remarkable,
and forms the principal difficulty of their art. But it is
indeed not furprizing, that they fthould labour to be fkilful
in a practice upon which their {afety {o materially depends.
For they {ay, that if the driver fthould happen to lofe his
ftick, the dogs will inftantly perceive it; and unlefs their
leader be of the moft {fober and refolute kind, they will im~
mediately run a-head full {peed, and never ftop till they are
quite {fpent. But as that will not be the cafe foon, it gene-
rally happens, that either the carriage is overturned, and
dafhed to pieces againit the trees, or they hurry down fome
precipice, and are all buried in the fnow. The accounts
that were given us of the fpeed of thefe dogs, and of their
extraordinary patience of hunger and fatigue, were fcarcely
credible, if they had not been fupported by the beft au-
thority. We were indeed ourfelves witnefles of the great
expedition with which the meflenger, who had been dif-
patched to Bolcheretik with the news of our arrival, re-
turned to the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, though the
fnow was, at this time, exceedingly foft. But I was in-
formed, by the Commander of Kamt{chatka, that this jour-
ney was generally performed in two days and a half ; and
that he had once received an exprefs from the latter place in
twenty-three hours.

The dogs are fed, during the winter, on the offals of
dried and ftinking fith ; but are always deprived of this mi-
ferable food, a day before they fet out on a journey, and
never fuffered to eat before they reach the end of it. We
were alio told, that it was not unufual for them to continue

thus fafting two entire days, in which time they would per-
form
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form a journey of one hundred and twenty miles #. Thefe
dogs are, in fhape, fomewhat like the Pomeranian breed,
but confiderably larger.

As we did not choofe to truft to our own fkill, we had
each of us a man to drive and guide the {fledge, which,
from the ftate the roads were now in, proved a very labo-
rious bufinefs. For, as the thaw had advanced very confi-
derably in the vallies, through which our road lay, we were
under the neceflity of keeping along the fides of the hills ;
and this obliged our guides, who were provided with fnow-
fhoes for that purpofe, to fupport the {ledges, on the lower
fide, with their fhoulders, for feveral miles together. I had
a very good-humoured Coffack to attend me, who was,
however, {o very unikilful in his bufinefs, that we were
overturned almoit every minute, to the great entertainment
of the reft of the company. Our party confifted, in all, of
ten fledges. That in which Captain Gore was carried, was
made of two lafhed together, and abundantly provided with
furs and bear-ikins ; it had ten dogs, yoked four abreaft;
as had alfo fome of thofe that were heavy laden with bag-
gage.

When we had proceeded about four miles, it began to
rain ; which, added to the darknefs of the night, threw us

* Extraordinary as this may appear, Krafcheninikoff, whofe account of Kamtfchatka,
from every thing that I faw, and had an opportunity of comparing it with, feems to me
. to deferve entire credit ; and whofe authority J fball, therefore, frequently have recourfe
to ; relates inftances of this kind, that are much more furprizing. “ Travelling parties,”
fays he, * are often overtaken with dreadful ftorms of fnow, on the approach of which,
“ they drive, with the utmof precipitation, into the neareff wosd, and there are cbliged to
“ {tay, till the tempeft, which frequently lafts fix or feven days, is over; the dogs re-
% maining all this while quiet and inoffenfive ; except that, fometimes, when preft by
* hunger, they will devour their reins, and the other leathern parts of the harnefs.” Hifory
and Defeription of Kamtfchatkay by Krafcheninitof.
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all into confufion. It was at laft agreed, that we fhould re-
main, where we were, till day-light; and accordingly we
came to anchor in the fnow (for I cannot better exprefs the
manner in which the {ledges were fecured), and wrapping
ourfelves up in our furs, waited patiently for the morn-
ing. About three o’clock we were called on to fet out, our
guides being apprehenfive, that if we waited longer, we
might be ftopped by the thaw, and neither be able to
proceed, nor to return. After encountering many diffi-
culties, which were principally occafioned by the bad con-
dition of the road, at two in the afternoon we got fafe to
an offrog, called Natcheekin, fituated on the fide of a {fmall
{tream, which falls into the Bolchoireka, a little way below
the town. The diftance between Karatchin and Natcheekin
is thirty-eight werfts (or twenty-five miles) ; and, had the
hard froft continued, we fthould not, by their account, have
been more than four hours in performing it; but the {fnow
was fo foft, that the dogs, almoft at every ftep, funk up to
their bellies ; and I was indeed much {furprized at their be-
ing at all able to overcome the difficulties of fo fatiguing a
journey.

Natcheekin is avery inconfiderable gffrog, having only
one log-houfe, the refidence of the Toion; five balagans,
and one jouri., We were received here with the fame for-
malities, and in the fame hofpitable manner, as at Karatchin ;
and in the afternoon we went to vifit a remarkable hot-
{pring, which is near this village. We faw, at fome diftance,
the {team rifing from it, as from a boiling caldron ; and as
we approached, perceived the air had a firong fulphureous
{fmell. The main fpring forms a bafon of about three feet
in diameter; befides which, there are a number of leffer
fprings, of the {fame degree of heat, in the adjacent ground ;

{o
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fo that the whole fpot, to the extent of near an acre, was
fo hot, that we could not ftand two minutes in the fame
place. The water flowing from thefe {prings is collected
in a {fmall bathing pond, and afterward forms a little rivu-
let; which, at the diftance of about an hundred and fifty
yards, falls into the river. The bath, they told us, had
wrought great cures in feveral diforders, fuch as rheuma-
tifms, {fwelled and contracted joints, and fcorbutic ulcers.
In the bathing-place the thermometer ftood at 100% or
blood heat ; but in the {pring, after being immerfed two
minutes, it was 1° above boiling {pirits. The thermometer
in the air, at this time, was 34°; in the river 40°; and in the
Toion’s houfe 64°. The ground where thefe {prings break
out, is on a gentle afcent ; behind which there is a green
hill of a moderate fize. I am forry I was not fufficiently
iKilled in botany to examine the plants, which feemed to
thrive here with great luxuriance ; the wild garlic, indeed,
forced itfelf on our notice, and was at this time {pringing
up very vigoroufly.

The next morning, we embarked on the Bolchoireka in
canoes ; and, having the ftream with us, expected to be at

our journey’s end the day following. The town of Bolche-.

retik is about eighty miles from Natcheekin; and we were
informed, that, in the fummer feafon, when the river has
been full and rapid, from the melting of {fnow on the moun-
tains, the canoes had often gone down in a f{ingle day ; but
that, in its prefent ftate, we thould probably be much longer,
as the ice had broken up only three days before we arrived 3
and that ours would be the firft boat that had attempted to
pafs. This intelligence proved but too true.. We found
ourfelves greatly impeded by the fhallows ; and though the
ftream, in many places, ran with great rapidity, yet every
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half mile we had ripplings and {hoals, over which we were
obliged to haul the boats. The country, on each fide, was
very romantic, but unvaried ; the river running between
mountains of the moft craggy and barren afpect, where
there was nothing to diverfify the fcene, but now and
then the fight of a bear, and the flights of wild-fowl. So
uninterefting a paffage leaves me nothing farther to fay,
than that this, and the following night, we {lept on the
banks of the river, under our marquife ; and fuffered very
much from the feverity of the weather, and the fhow,
which {till remained on the ground.

At day-light on the 12th, we found we had got clear of
the mountains, and were entering a low extenfive plain, co-
vered with fhrubby trees. About nine in the forenoon, we
arrived at an o/frog, called Opatchin, which is computed to
be fifty miles from Natcheekin, and is nearly of the fame
fize as Karatchin. We found here a ferjeant with four
Ruffian foldiers, who had been two days waiting for our
arrival ; and who immediately difpatched a light boat to
Bolcheretik, with intelligence of our approach. We were
now put into the trammels of formality j a canoe, furnifhed
with fkins and furs, and equipped in a magnificent man-
ner, was prepared for our reception, in which we were ac-
commodated much at our eafe, but to the exclufion of the
reft of our fe]low-truve]lers It was with much regret wa i

more fhy and diftant, as we drew nearer the end of our _]mmn i
ney. Indeed, he had himfelf told us, before we fet out, '
that we paid him a refpe&t he had no title to; but, as we
found him a very modeft and difcreet man, we had infifted

on his living with us during the whole of our journey. The
remainder
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remainder of our paffage was performed with great facility
and expedition, the river growing more rapid as we de-
fecended, and lefs obftruéted by fhoals.

As we approached the capital, we were forry to obferve,
from an appearance of much ftir and buftle, that we were
to be received in form. Decent clothes had been, for fome
time, a fcarce commodity amongft us; and our travelling

dreffes were made up of a burlefque mixture of European,

Indian, and Kamtfchadale fathions. We therefore thought
it would be too ridiculous to make a parade in this trim
through the metropolis of Kamtfchatka; and, as we {aw a
crowd collected on the banks of the river, and were told
the Commander would be at the water-fide to receive us,
we ftopped fhort at a foldier’s houfe, about a quarter of a
mile from the town, from whence we fent Port with a mef-
fage to his Excellency, acquainting him, that the moment

- we had put off our travelling drefles, we would pay our re-

{pects to him at his own houfe; and to beg he would not
think of waiting to conduct us. Finding, however, that
he perfifted in his intentions of paying us this compliment,
we loft no farther time in attiring ourfelves, but made all
the hafte in our power to join him at the entrance of the
town. I obferved my companions to be as awkward as 1
felt myfelf, in making our firft falutations; bowing and
feraping being marks of good-breeding that we had now,
for two years and a half, been totally unaccuftomed to. The
manner in which we were received by the Commander, was

the moft engaging that could be conceived, and increafed

my mortification, at finding, that he had almoft entirely
forgot the French language ; fo that the fatisfaction of con-
verfing with him was wholly confined to Mr. Webber, who
{poke the German, his native tongue.

VoL. IIL Ee In
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e In company with Major Behm, was Gaptair} Shmaleff, the
\ , fecond in command, and another officer, with the whole
body of the merchants of the place. They condudted us
to the Commander’s houfe, where we were received by his
lady with great civility, and found tea and other refrefh-
ments prepared for us. After the firt compliments were
over, Mr. Webber was defired to acquaint the Major with
the object of our journey, with our want of naval ftores,
flour, and frefh provifions, and other neceffaries for the fhips
crews; and at the fame time to affure him, that we were
fenfible, from what we had already feen of the condition
of the country about Awatfka Bay, we could not expect
much affiftance from him in that quarter; that the impof-
fibility of {ending heavy ftores acrofs the peninfula, during
the prefent feafon of the year, was but too apparent, from
the difficulties we had met with in our journey; and that,
long before any material change could take place, we
thould be under the neceflity of proceeding on our voyage.
We were here interrupted by the Commander, who ob-
ferved, that we did not yet know what they were capable of
doing ; that, at leaft, it was not his bufinefs to think of the
difficulties of fupplying our wants, but only to learn what
were the articles we ftood in need of, and the longeit time
we could allow him, for procuring them. After exprefling
our fenfe of his obliging difpofition, we gave him a lift of
the naval ftores, the number of cattle, and the quantity of
flour, we were direéted to purchafe, and told him, that
we purpofed recommencing our voyage about the sth of
June.
Our converfation afterward turned upon different fub-
jects; and it will naturally be fuppofed, that our inquiries
were principally direéted to the obtaining fome information

refpecting
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refpedting our own country. Having now been abfent
three years, we had flattered ourfelves with the certainty
of receiving intelligence from Major Behm, which could
not fail of being interefting ; and I cannot exprefs the dif-
appointment we felt, on finding, that he had no news to
communicate of a much later date than that of our depar-
ture from England.

About feven o'clock, the Commander, conceiving we
might be fatigued with our journey, and defirous of taking
fome repofe, begged he might conduct us to our lodgings.
Jt was in vain that we protefted againft a compliment
which we had certainly no title to expect, but that of being
ftrangers ; a circumftance which feemed, in the opinion of
this generous Livonian, to counterbalance every other con-
fideration. In our way, we pafled by two guard-houfes,
where the men were turned out under arms, in compliment
to Captain Gore; and were afterward brought to a very neat
and decent houfe, which the Major gave us to underftand
was to be our refidence, during our ftay. Two fentinels
were pofted at the door; and in a houfe adjoining, there
was a derjeant’s guard. Having thewn us into our apart-
ments, the Major took his leave, with a promife to {ee us
the nextday ; and we were left to find out, at our leifure, all
the conveniencies that he had moft amply provided for us.
A foldier, called a putproper/ckack, whofe rank is between
that of a {erjeant and corporal, along with our fellow-tra-
veller Port, were appointed to be our male domeftics; be-
fides whom, there was a houfe-keeper and a cook, who had
orders to obey Port’s directions in drefling us a fupper, ac-
cording to our own mode of cookery. We received many
civil meflages, in the courfe of the evening, from the prin-

cipal people of the town, purporting, that they would not
Ee 2 add
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1779. add to our fatigues, by pa}ring their refpe&s to us at that
., time, but would wait on us in the morning. Such well-
fupported politenefs and attention, in a country fo defolate
and uncultivated, formed a contraft exceedingly favourable
to its inhabitants; and, to finith the piece as it began, at
fun-fet the ferjeant came with the report of his guard to
Captain Gore. i JF
Thurfday 13.  Early in the morning, we received the compliments of the
Commander, of Captain Shmaleff, and of the principal in-
habitants of the town, who all honoured us with vifits foon
after. The two firft, having fent for Port, after we were
gone to reft, and inquired of him, what articles we feemed
to be moft in want of on board the fhips; we found them
prepared to infift on our fharing with the garrifon under
their command, in what little ftock of provifions they b .Jh-
remaining. At the fame time they lamented, that we had
arrived at a feafon of the year, when there was always the
greateft {carcity of every thing amongft them; the floops
not being yet arrived, with their annual fupply, from

Okotik.

We agreed to accept the liberality of thefe hufpltable
ftrangers, with the beft grace we could; but on condition,
that we might be made acquainted with the price of the ar-
ticles we were to be fupplied with ; and that Captain Clerke
fhould give bills to the amount, upon the Vi¢tualling Office
in London. This the Major pofitively refufed ; and when-
ever it was afterward urged, ftopped us fhort, by telling us, "
he was certain, that he could not oblige his Miftrefs more,
than in giving every affiftance in his power to her good _-;-
friends and allies the Englifh ; and that it would be a parti-
cular fatisfaction to her, to hear, that in fo remote a part of
the world, her dominions had aﬁ'nrded any relief to fhips

engaged
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engaged in fuch fervices as ours; that he could not there-
fore aét {fo contrary to the character of his Emprefs, as to
accept of any bills ; but that, to accommodate the matter,
he would take a bare atteftation of the particulars, with
which we might be furnifhed; and that this he fhould
tranfmit to his Court, as a certificate of having performed
his duty. I fhall leave (he continued) to the two Courts, all
farther acknowledgments ; but cannot confent to accept any
thing of the kind alluded to.

When this matter was adjufted, he began to inquire about
our private wants; faying, he thould confider himfelf as ill
ufed, if we had any dealings with the merchants, or applied
to any other perfon except himfelf.

In return for fuch fingular generofity, we had little to
beftow but our admiration and our thanks. Fortunately,
however, Captain Clerke had fent by me a fet of prints and
maps, belonging to the laft voyage of Captain Cook, which

he defired me to prefent in his name to the Commander

who being an enthufiaft in every thing relating to difcove-
ries, received it with a fatisfaction which fhewed, that,
though a trifle, nothing could have been more acceptable.
Captain Clerke had likewife intrufted me with a difcretion-
ary power of fhewing him a chart of the difcoveries made
in the prefent voyage ; and as I judged, that a perfon in his
fituation, and of his turn of mind, would be exceedingly
gratified by a communication of this fort, though, out of
delicacy, he had forborn to afk more than a few general
queftions on the fubject, I made no fcruple to repofe in him
a confidence, of which his whole conduét thewed him to be
deferving.

I had the pleafure to find, that he felt this compliment
as I hoped he would, and was much ftruck at feeing, in one

view,
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- every occafion to granf}r our curiofity, had, befides a num-
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view, the whole of that coaft, as well on the fide of Afia ason
that of America, of which his countrymen had been fo many
years employed in acquiring a partial and imperfect know-
ledge *.

Excepting this mark of confidence, and the fet of prints
I have ah'ead‘j’ mentioned, we had brought nothing with
us that was in the leaft worth his acceptance; for it fcarce
deferves noticing, that I prevailed on his fon, a young boy,
to accept of a filver watch I happened to have about me ;
and I made his little daughter very happy with two pair of
ear-rings, of French pafte. Befides thefe trifles, I left with
Captain Shmaleff the thermometer 1 had ufed on my jour-
ney ; and he promifed me, to keep an exact regifter of the
temperature of the air for one year, and to tranfmit it to
Mr. Muller, with whom he had the pleafure of being ac-
quainted. e

We dined this day at the Commander’s, who, ﬂ:uﬂmua un g

ber of difhes dreffed in our own way, prepared a great va-
riety of others, after the Ruffian and Kamt{chadale manner.
The afternoon was employed in taking a view of the town,
and the adjacent country. Bolcheret{k is fituated in a low
fwampy plain, that extends to the fea of Okotfk, being
about forty miles long, and of a confiderable breadth. It

* On this occafion, Major Behm permitted us to examine all the maps and charts that
were in his pofleffion. Thofe relating to the peninfula of the Tfchut(ki, were madein con-
formity to the information collefted by Flenifhner, between the years 1760 and 1770.
As the charts of Plenifhner were afterward made ufe of, according to Mr. Coxe, in the
compilation of the General Map of Ruffia, publifhed by the Academy in 1776, it may be 3
neceffary to obferve, that we found them exceedingly erroneous ; and that the compilers
of the General Map feem to have been led into fome miftakes on his autherity. T
in which the iflands on the coaft of America were laid down, we found to contain
new, and to be much lefs accurate than thofe we faw at Oonalafhka.
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lies on the North fide of the Bolchoireka (or great river),
between the mouth of the Gottfofka and the Biftraia, which
here empty themfelves into this river; and the peninfula,
on which it ftands, has been feparated from the continent
by a large canal, the work of the prefent Commander;
which has not only added much to its ftrength as a fortrefs,
but has made it much lefs liable, than it was before, to
inundations. Below the town, the river is from fix to eight
feet deep, and about a quarter of a mile broad. It empties
itfelf into the fea of Okotfk, at the diftance of twenty-two
miles ; where, according to Krafcheninikoff; it is capable of
admitting veflels of a confiderable fize. There is no corn,
of any {pecies, cultivated in this part of the country; and
Major Behm informed me, that his was the only garden
that had yet been planted, The ground was, for the moft
part, covered with {fnow ; that which was free from it ap-
peared full of {fmall hillocks, of a black turfy nature. I{aw
about twenty or thirty cows; and the Major had fix ftout
horfes. Thefe, and their dogs, are the only tame animals
they poffefs; the neceffity they are under, in the prefent
{tate of the country, of keeping great numbers of the latter,
making it impoffible to bring up any cattle, that are not in
fize and ftrength a match for them. For, during the fum-
mer feafon, their dogs are entirely let loofe, and left to
provide for themfelves; which makes them fo exceedingly
ravenous, that they will fometimes even attack the bul-
locks.

The houfes in Bolcheretfk are all of one fathion, being
built of logs, and thatched. That of the Commander is
much larger than the reft, confifting of three rooms of a
confiderable fize, neatly papered, and which might have
been reckoned handfome, if the 7¢/c with which the win-
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dows were covered, had not given them a poor and dif-
agreeable appearance. The town confifts of feveral rows
of low buildings, each confifting of five or fix dwe]]mg%
connected together, with a long common paflage running
the length of them; on one fide of which is the kitchen
and ftore-houfe; and on the other the dwelling apart-
ments. Befides thefe, are barracks for the Ruffian foldiers
and Coflacks ; a well-looking church ; and a court-roomj
and at the end of the town a great number of Balagans, be-
longing to the Kamt{chadales. The inhabitants, taken all
together, amount to between five and {ix hundred. In the
evening, the Major gave a handfome entertainment; to |
which the principal people of the town, of both fexes, were
invited. z
The next morning we applied privately to the merchant
Fedofit{ch, to purchafe fome tobacco for the failors, who had
now been upward of a twelvemonth without this favourite
commodity. However, this, like all our other tranfactions
of the fame kind, came immediately to the Major’s know-
ledge ; and we were foon after furprized to find, in our
houfe, four bags of tobacco, weighing upward of a hun-
dred pounds each, which he begged might be prefented; in
the name of himfelf, and the garrifon under his command,
to our failors. At the fame time, they had fent us twenty
loaves of fine fugar, and as many pounds of tea, being arti-
cles they underftood we were in great want of, which they
begged to be indulged in prefenting to the officers. Along
with thefe, Madame Behm had alfo fent a prefent for Capﬂ
tain Clerke, confifting of frefh butter, honey, figs, rice, aﬂﬁ :
fome other little things of the fame kind, attended with
many wifhes, that, in his infirm ftate of health, they might
be of fervice to him. It was in vain we tried to oppofe this

profufion :-
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profufion of bounty, which I was really anxious to reftrain,
being convinced, that they were giving away, not a fhare,
but almoft the whole ftock of the garrifon. The conitant
anfwer the Major returned us, on thole occafions, was, that
we had fuffered a great deal, and that we muft needs be in
diftrefs. Indeed, the length of time we had been out, fince
we touched at any known port, appeared to them fo very
incredible, that it required the teftimony of our maps,
and other corroborating circumfitances, to gain their belief,
Amongit the latter was a very curious fa¢t which Major
Behm related to us this morning, and which, he faid, but
for our arrival, he fhould have been totally at a lofs to ac-
count for.

It is well known, that the T{chutiki are the only people,
of the North of Afia, who have maintained their indepen-
dence, and refifted all the attempts that have been made by
the Ruflians to reduce them. The laft expedition againit
them was undertaken in the year 1750, and terminated,
after various fuccefs, in the retreat of the Ruflian forces,
and the lofs of the commanding officer. Since that time,
the Ruffians had removed their frontier fortrefs from the
Anadir to the Ingiga, a river that empties itfelf into the
Northern extremity of the fea of Okotik, and gives its name
to a gulf, fituated to the Weft of that of Penfhinfk. From
this fort, Major Behm had received difpatches the day of our
arrival at Bolcheretik, containing intelligence, that a tribe,
or party, of the T{chutiki, had arrived at that place with
propofitions of friendfhip, and a voluntary offer of tribute
that on inquiring into the caufe of this unexpected altera-
tion in their {fentiments, they had informed his people, that
toward the latter end of the laft fummer they had been vi-
fited by two very large Ruffian boats ; that they had been
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treated by the people, who were in them, with the greateft
kindnefs, and had entered into a league of friendfhip and
amity with them ; and that, relying on this friendly dif=
pofition, they were now come to the Ruffian fort, in order o
to fettle a treaty, on fuch terms as might be acceptable to
both nations. This extraordinary hiftory had occafioned
much fpeculatiﬁ}n, both at Ingiginfk and Bolcheretik ; and, b
had we not furnithed them with a key to it, muft have re-
mained perfetly unintelligible. We felt no {fmall fatisfac-
tion in having, though accidentally, fhewn the Ruffians, in
this inftance, the only true way of colleéting tribute, and
extending their dominions ; and in the hopes that the good
underftanding, which this event hath given rife to, may ref-
cue a brave people from the future invafions of fuch pow-
erful neighbours. il
We dined, this day, with Captain Shmaleff; and in the
afternoon, in order to vary our amufements, he treated us
with an exhibition of the Ruffian and Kamt{chadale dan-
cing. No defcription can convey an adequate idea of this
rude and uncouth entertainment. The figure of the Ruf-
fian dance was much like thofe of our hornpipes, and was
danced either fingle, or by two or four perfons at a time.
Their fteps were fhort and quick, with the feet fcarce
raifed from the ground; the arms were fixed clofe to the
fides ; the body being all the while kept upright and im-
moveable, excepting when the parties pafled each other, at
which time the hand was raifed with a quick and awkward
motion. But if the Ruffian dance was at the fame “*“
both unmeaning and ridiculous, the Kamtfchadale joined
to the latter quality the moft whimfical idea that ever en=
tered into any people’s heads. It is intended to reprefem
the awkward and clumfy geftures of the bear, which thefe
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people have frequent opportunities of obferving in a great
variety of fituations. It will fcarcely be expected that I
fhould give a minute defcription of all the ftrange pof-
tures which were exhibited on thefe occafions ; and I fhall
therefore only mention, that the body was always bowed,
and the knees bent, whilft the arms were ufed in imitating
the tricks and attitudes of that animal.

As our journey to Bolcheretik had taken up more time
than we expected, and we were told that our return might

. prove ftill more difficult and tedious, we were under the ne-
~ ceffity of acquainting the commander, this evening, with
‘our intention of fetting out the next day. It was not with-

out the utmoft regret we thought of leaving our new ac-
quaintance ; and were therefore moft agreeably furprized,
when the Major told us, that if we could ftay one day longer,
he would accompany us. He had, he faid, made up his
difpatches, and refigned the command of Kamtfchatka to
his fucceflor Captain Shmaleff, and had prepared every thing
for his departure to Okotik, which was to take place in a
few days; but that he fhould feel great pleafure in putting
off his journey a little longer, and returning with us to
Saint Peter and Saint Paul’s, that he might himfelf be a
witnefs of every thing being done for ws, that it was in
their power to do.

In return for the few trifles I had given to the children
of Major Behm, I was, next morning, the 15th, prefented,
by his little boy, with a moft magnificent Kamt{chadale
drefs, which fhall be defcribed in its proper place. It was
of the kind worn by the principal 7v/0n5 of the country,
on occafions of great ceremony ; and, as I was afterward
told, by Fedofitfch, could not have been purchafed for

" one hundred and twenty roubles. At the fame time I

Ffa had
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had a prefent from his daughter, of a handfome fable
muff. -

We afterward dined with the Commander, who, in or-
der to let us fee as much of the manners of the inhabitants,
and of the cuftoms of the country, as our time would per-
mit, invited the whole of the better fort of people in the
village to his houfe this evening. All the women appear-
ed very fplendidly dreffed, after the Kamtfchadale fathion.
The wives of Captain Shmaleff, and the other officers of
the garrifon, were prettily drefled, half in the Siberian,
and half in the European mode ; and Madame Behm, i
order to make the ftronger contraft, had unpacked part of
her baggage, and put on a rich European drefs. I was

much ftruck with the richnefs and variety of the filks
which the women wore, and the fingularity of their ha-

bits. The whole was like fome enchanted {cene in the
midft of the wildeft and moft dreary country in the world.
Our entertainment again confifted of dancing and fing-
ing.

gThe next morning being fixed for our departure, we re-
tired early to our lodgings, where the firft things we faw
were three travelling drefles, made after the fathion of the
country, which the Major had provided for us, who came
himfelf to our houfe foon after, to fee all our things packed
up, and properly taken care of. Indeed, what with his
liberal prefents, and the kindnefs of Captain Shmaleff, and
many other individuals, who all begged to throw in their

mite, together with the ample ftock of provifions he had

fent us for our journey, we had amafled no inconfiderable

load of baggage.
Early in the morning, every thing being ready for our
departure, we were invited to call on Madame Behm, in
. Oax:
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our way to the boats, and take our leave of her. Imprefled,
as our minds were, with {fentiments of the warmeft grati-
tude, by the attentive, benevolent, and generous treatment
we had met with at Bolcheretfk, they were greatly height-
ened by the affecting {cene which prefented itfelf to us, on
leaving our lodgings. All the foldiers and Coffacks, be-
longing to the garrifon, were drawn up on one hand, and
the male inhabitants of the town, dreflfed out in their beft
clothes, on the other ; and, as foon as we came out of the
houfe, the whole body of the people joined in a melancholy
fong, which, the Major told us, it was ufual, in that coun-
try, to fing on taking leave of their friends. In this man-
ner we marched down to the Commander’s houfe, preceded
by the drums and mufic of the garrifon, where we were
received by Madame Behm, attended by the ladies, who
were drefled in long filk cloaks, lined with very valuable
furs of different colours, which made a moft magnificent
appearance. After partaking of fome refrefhment, that was
prepared for us, we went down to the water-fide, accom-
panied by the ladies, who now joined the fong with the
reft of the inhabitants ; and as foon as we had taken leave
of Madame Behm, and aflured her of the grateful fenfe we
fhould ever retain of the hofpitality of Bolcheretlk, we
found ourfelves too much affeéted, not to haften into the
boats with all the expedition we could. When we put off,
the whole company gave us three cheers, which we return-
ed from the boat; and, as we were doubling a point, where
for the laft time we faw our friendly entertainers, they
took their farewel in another cheer.

We found the ftream, on our return, fo exceedingly ra-
pid, that, notwithftanding the Coflacks and Kamt{chadales
ufed their utmoit exertions, we did not reach the firft vil-

lage,
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lage, Opatchin, till the evening of the 17th, which was at
the rate of about twenty miles a day. We got to Natcheekin
on the rgth; and, on the 20th, we crofled the plain to
Karatchin. We found the road much better than when ‘
we had pafled it before, there having been a fmart froft
on the night of the 1gth. On the 21ft, we proceeded down
the Awatfka River; and, before it was dark, got over the
thoals which lie at the entrance of the bay. During the
whole courfe of our journey, we were much pleafed with
the great good-will with which the Teorons, and their Kamt-
{chadales, afforded us their affiftance, at the different gffrogs
through which we paffed; and I could not but obferve
the pleafure that appeared in their countenances, on feeing
the Major, and their ftrong expreflions of {forrow, on Imm'-l
ing he was fo foon going to leave them.
We had difpatched a meflfenger to Captain Clerke, from =
Bolcheretik, with an account of our reception, and uf ﬁu{.,
Major’s intention of returning with us; at the fame ti
apprizing him of the day he might probably expect to fm .
us. We were therefore very well pleafed to obferve, as
we approached the harbour, all the boats of the two fhips
coming toward us, the men clean, and the officers as
well dreffed as the fcarcity of our clothing would permit.
The Major was much ftruck at the robuft and healthy
appearance of the boats crews, and ftill more at feamg _
moft of them without any other covering than a fhirt
and trowfers, although at the very moment it a&uallg ,':
fnowed. - g
As Major Behm had expreflfed his intentions of ﬂﬁm '
the fhips before he landed, as foon as we arrived off the
town, I defired to receive his commands ; when remarking,
that from the account we had given of the very bad ftate of

Captain
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Captain Clerke’s health, it might be imprudent to difturb 17
him at {o late an hour (it being now paft nine o’clock), he | e
thought it, he faid, moft advifeable to remain that night on
thore. Accordingly, after attending him to the Serjeant’s
houfe, I took my leave, for the prefent, and went on board
to acquaint Captain Clerke with my proceedings at Bolche-
- retfk. It was with the utmoft concern I found, that in the
- fortnight we had been abfent, this excellent officer was
gi much altered for the worfe, inftead of reaping that advan-
tage we flattered ourfelves he might, from the repofe of
the harbour, and the milk and vegetable diet with which
he was fupplied.

‘As foon as I had difpatched this bufinefs, I returned to saturday zz.
the Major, and the next morning conducted him to the
fhips ; where, on his arrival, he was faluted with thirteen

- guns, and received with every other mark of diftinétion,

k.- that it was in our power to pay him. He was attended by
the Commander of one of the Ruflian galliots, the mafter
of a floop that lay in the harbour, two merchants from

- Bolcheretfk, and the prieft of the neighbouring village
of Paratounca, for whom he appeared to entertain the
higheft refpect, and whom I fhall hereafter have occafion
to mention, on account of his great kindnefs to Captain
Clerke.

After vifiting the Captain, and taking a view of both the
{hips, he returned to dinner on board the Refolution ; and,
in the afternoon, the various curiofities we had colleéted in
the courfe of our voyage, were thewn him, and a complete
affortment of every article prefented to him by Captain
Clerke. On this occafion I muit not pafs over an inftance of
great generofity and gratitude in the failors of both fhips;
who, when they were told of the handfome prefent of to-

bacco
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bacco that was made them by the Major, defired, entirely
of their own accord, that their grog might be ftopped, and
their allowance of {pirits prefented, on their part, to the
garrifon of Bolcheretfk, as they faid they had reafon to
conclude that brandy was {carce in the country, and would
be very acceptable to them, fince the foldiers on thore had
offered four roubles a bottle for it. We, who knew how
much the failors always felt, whenever their allowance of
grog was ftopped, which was generally done in warm wea-
ther, that they might have it in a greater proportion in cold,
and that this offer would deprive them of it during the in-
clement {feafon we had to expet in our next expedition to
the North, could not but admire fo extraordinary a facrifice;
and, that they might not fuffer by it, Captain Clerke, and
the reft of the officers, fubftituted in the room of the very 4
fmall quantity the Major could be prevailed on to accept,
the fame quantity of rum. This, with a dozen or two of )
Cape wine, for Madame Behm, and fuch other little prefents
as were in our power to beftow, were accepted in the moft
obliging manner. The next morning the tobacco was di- -
vided between the crews of the two fhips, three pounds
being allotted to every man that chewed or fmoked to-
bacco, and one pound to thofe that did not.

I have before mentioned, that Major Behm had refigned
the command of Kamtfchatka, and intended to fet outina
fthort time for Peterfburg; and he now offered to charge
himfelf with any difpatches we might truft to his care.
This was an opportunity not to be neglected ; and accord-
ingly Captain Clerke acquainted him, that he would take
the liberty of fending by him fome papers relating to our
voyage, to be delivered to our Ambaflador at the Ruffian
court. Our firft intentions were to fend only a {fmall journal

of
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of our proceedings ; but afterward, Captain Clerke being
perfuaded that the whole account of our difcoveries might
fafely be trufted to a perfon who had given fuch ftriking
proofs both of his public and private virtues ; and confider-
ing that we had a very hazardous part of the voyage ftill to
undertake, determined to fend, by him, the whole of the
journal of our late Commander, with that part of his own,
which completed the period from Captain Cook’s death,
till our arrival at Kamtfchatka; together with a chart of
all our difcoveries. Mr. Bayly, and myfelf, thought it alfo
proper to fend a general account of our proceedings to the
board of longitude ; by which precautions, if any misfor-
tune had afterward befallen us, the Admiralty would have
been in poflfeffion of a complete hiftory of the principal
falts of our voyage. It was alfo determined, that a fmaller
pacquet fhould be fent by an exprefs from Okotik, which,
the Major faid, if he was fortunate in his paflage to that
port, would reach Peterfburg by December; and that he
himfelf fthould be there in February or March.

During the three following days, the Major was enter-
tained alternately in the two fhips, in the beft manner we
were able. On the 25th, he took his leave, and was faluted
with thirteen guns; and the failors, at their own defire,
gave him three cheers. The next morning, Mr. Webber,
and myfelf, attended him a few miles up the Awatfka Ri-
ver, where we met the Ruflian prieft, his wife and chil-
dren, who were waiting to take the laft farewel of their
commander.

It was hard to fay, whether the good prieft and his fa-
mily, or ourfelves, were moft affeted on taking our leave
of Major Behm. Short as our acquaintance had been, his
noble and difinterefted conduét had infpired us with the
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higheft refpect and efteem for him; and we could not part
with a perfon to whom we were under fuch obligations, and
whom we had little profpect of ever feeing again, without
fecling the moft tender concern. The intrinfic value of
the private prefents we received from him, exclufive of
the ftores which might be carried to a public account, muit
have amounted, according to the current price of articles in
that country, to upward of two hundred pounds. But this
generofity, extraordinary as it muit appear in itfelf, was
exceeded by the delicacy with which all his favours were
conferred, and the artful manner in which he endeavoured
to prevent our feeling the weight of obligations, which he
knew we had no means of requiting. If we go a ftep fur-
ther, and confider him as fupporting a public character, and
maintaining the honour of a great Sovereign, we fhall find
a ftill higher fubject of admiration, in the juft and enlarged
{fentiments by which he was aétuated. ¢ The fervice in

~ « which you are employed,” he would often fay, “is for

¢« the general advantage of mankind, and therefore gives
¢« you a right, not merely to the offices of humanity, but to
¢ the privileges of citizens, in whatever country you may
¢ be thrown. Iam fure I am acting agreeably to the wifhes
“ of my Miftrefs, in affording you all the relief in our
« power ; and I cannot forget either her charaéter, or my
¢ own honour, {fo much, as to barter for the performance
“ of a duty.,” At other times, he would tell us, that he
was particularly defirous of fetting a good example to the
Kamt{chadales, who, he faid, were but juft emerging from
a ftate of barbarifm ; that they looked up to the Ruffians
as their patterns in every thing ; and that he had hopes
they might, in future, look upon it as a duty incumbent

upon them to affift firangers to the utmotit of their power,
and

. A P e—
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and believe, that fuch was the univerfal practice of civilized
nations. To all this muit be added, that, after having re-
lieved, to the utmoft of his abilities, all our prefent diftrefies,
he thewed himfelf not much lefs mindful of our future
wants ; and, as he fuppofed it more than probable we thould
not difcover the paflage we were in {earch of, and therefore
fhould return to Kamtichatka in the fall of the year, he
made Captain Clerke give him a lift of what cordage and

flour we fhould want, and promifed they fhould be fent

from Okotik, and wait our arrival. For the fame purpofe,
he gave Captain Clerke a paper, enjoining all the fubjects
of the Emprefs, whom we might happen to meet, to give
us every affiftance in their power.

Ggz CHAP.
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Continuation of Tranfactions in the Harbour of St. Peter and
St. Paul. — Abundance of Fifh.— Death of a Seaman be-
longing to the Refolution.—The Ruffian Holpital put under
the Care of the Ship’s Surgeons.— Supply of Flour and
Cattle. — Celebration of the King’s Birth-day.— Difficulties
in failing out of the Bay.—Eruption of a Volcano.—Steer
to the Northward.—Cheepoonfkoi Nofs.—Errors of the Ruj-
Sian Charts.—Kamt/chatfkoi Nofs.—Olutorfkoi Nofs.—T]chu-
kotfkoi Nofs.—Ifland of St. Laurence—View, from the fame
Point, of the Coafis of Afia and America, and the Ifands
of St. Diomede.—Various Attempts to get to the Norib, be-
tween the two Continents.—Obfiructed by impenetrable Ice.
—Sea-horfes and white Bears killed—Captain Clerke’s De-
termination, and future Defigns.

1779 AVING concluded the laft chapter with an account

ey~ of our return from Bolcheretik, accompanied by

Major Behm, the Commander of Kamtichatka, and of his

departure ; I fhall proceed to relate the tranfactions that

paflfed in the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul during our

Friday 7. abfence. On the 7th of May, {foon after we had left the
bay, a large piece of ice drove acrofs the cut-water of the

Refolution, and brought home the fmall bower anchor.

This obliged them to weigh the other anchor, and moor

again.
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again. The carpenters, who were employed in ftopping -

the leak, were obliged to take off a great part of the
fheathing from the bows, and found many of the trun-
nels fo very loofe and rotten, as to be eafily drawn out
with the fingers.

On the 11th, they had heavy gales from the North Eaft,
which obliged both the fhips to ftrike yards and topmatts ;
but in the afternoon, the weather being more moderate,
and the ice having drifted away as far as the mouth of the
harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, they warped clofe to the
fhore for the greater convenience of watering and wood-
ing, and again moored as before; the town bearing North
half Weft, half a mile diftant, and the mouth of the bay,
fhut in by the Southernmoft point of Rakowina harbour,
South.

The next day a party was fent on fhore to cut wood, but
made little progrefs on account of the {fnow, which ftill co-
vered the ground. A convenient fpot was cleared away
abreaft of the fhips, where there was a fine run of water;
and a tent being erected for the cooper, the empty caiks
were landed, and the fail-makers fent on fthore.

On the 15th, the beach being clear of ice, the people
were fent to haul the feine, and caught an abundant
fupply of fine flat fifh for both the thips companies. In-
deed, from this time, during the whole of our ftay in
the harbour, we were abfolutely overpowered with the

quantities of fith which came in from every quarter. The

Toions, both of this town, and of Paratounca, a village
in the neighbourhood, had received orders from Major
Behm to employ all the Kamt{chadales in our fervice; {o
that we frequently could not take into the fhips the

prefents that were fent us. They confifted, in general,
of
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of flat fith, cod, trout, and herring. Thefe laft, which
were in their full perfetion, and of a delicious flavour,
were exceedingly abundant in this bay. The Difcovery’s
people furrounded, at one time, fo great a quantity in
their {eine, that they were obliged to throw a vaft num-~
ber out, left the net fhould be broken to pieces; and
the cargo they landed was afterward fo plentiful, that,
befides a fufficient ftore for immediate ufe, they filled as
many cafks as they could fpare for falting; and, after
fending to the Refolution a fufficient quantity for the
{fame purpofe, they left feveral bufhels behind on the
beach.

The fnow now began to difappear very rapidly, and
abundance of wild garlic, celery, and nettle-tops were ga~-
thered for the ufe of the crews; which being boiled with
wheat and portable foup, made them a wholefome and
comfortable breakfaft; and with this they were fupplied
every morning. The birch-trees were alfo tapped, and the
fweet juice, which they yielded in great quantities, was con=
ftantly mixed with the men’s allowance of brandy.

The next day, a {mall bullock, which had been procured
for the fhips companies by the Serjeant, was killed ; and
weighed two hundred and feventy-two pounds. It was
ferved out to both crews for their Sunday’s dinner, being
the firft piece of frefh beef they had tafted fince our de-
parture from the Cape of Good Hope in December 1776, a
period of near two years and a half.

This evening died John Macintofh, the carpenter’s mate,
after having laboured under a dyfentery ever fince our de-
parture from the Sandwich Iflands: he was a very hard-
working quiet man, and much regretted by his mefs-mates.
He was the fourth perfon we loft by ficknefs during the

' voyage ;
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voyage ; but the firft who could be faid, from his age, and
the conftitutional habits of his body, to have had, on our
fetting out, an equal chance with the reft of his comrades:
Watman, we {fuppofed to be about fixty years of age; and
Roberts, and Mr. Anderfon, from the decay which had
evidently commenced before we left England, could not,
in all probability, under any circumftances, have lived a
greater length of time than they did.

I have already mentioned, that Captain Clerke’s health
continued daily to decline, notwithftanding the falutary
change of diet which the country of Kamtfchatka afforded
him. The prieft of Paratounca, as foon as he heard of the
infirm ftate he was in, fupplied him every day with bread,
milk, frefh butter, and fowls, though his houfe was {ix-
teen miles from the harbour where we lay.

On our firft arrival, we found the Ruffian hofpital, which
is near the town of St. Peter and St. Paul, in a condition truly
deplorable. All the foldiers were, more or lefs, affe¢ted by
the fcurvy, and a great many in the laft ftage of that dif-
order. The reft of the Ruflian inhabitants were alfo in the
fame condition ; and we particularly remarked, that our
friend the Serjeant, by making too free with the {pirits we
gave him, had brought on himfelf, in the courfe of a few
days, fome of the moft alarming fymptoms of that malady.
In this lamentable ftate, Captain Clerke put them all under
the care of our furgeons, and ordered a fupply of four-krout,
and malt, for wort, to be furnithed for their ufe. It was
aftonifhing to obferve the alteration in the figures of al-
moft every perfon we met on our return from Bolcheretfk 3
and I was informed, by our furgeons, that they attributed
their {peedy recovery principally to the effects of the {weet-
Wort.

On
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On the 1ft of June we got on board two hundred and fifty

\ , poods, or nine thoufand pound weight of rye-flour, with

Tuefday 1.

Friday 4.

Sunday 6.

which we were fupplied from the {tores of St. Peter and
St. Paul's; and the Difcovery had a proportional quantity.
The men were immediately put on full allowance of bread,
which they had not been indulged in fince our leaving the
Cape of Good Hope. The fame day, our watering was
completed, having got on board fixty-five tons.

On the 4th, we had frefh breezes, and hard rain, which
difappointed us in our defign of drefling the fhips, and
obliged us to content ourfelves with firing twenty-one
guns in honour of the day, and celebrating it in other
refpeéts in the beft manner we were able. Port, who was
left with us on account of his {kill in languages, behaved
him{felf with fo much modefty and difcretion, that, as foon
as his mafter was gone, he was no longer Jean Port, but
Monfieur Port, the interpreter ; and partook, as well as the
Serjeant (in his capacity of commander of the place), of
the entertainment of the day. Our worthy friend, the
prieft of Paratounca, having got intelligence of its be-
ing our king’s birth-day, gave alfo a fumptuous feaft;
at which fome of our gentlemen were prefent, who feem-
ed highly delighted with their entertainment, which con-
fifted of abundance of good eating and drinking, tagether
with dancing.

On the 6th, twenty head of cattle were fent us, b}f the
Commander’s orders, from the Verchnei ¢firog, which is
{ituated on the river Kamt{chatka, at the diftance of near a
hundred miles from this place, in a direct line. They were
of a moderate fize ; and, notwithitanding the Kamt{chadales
had been feventeen days in driving them down to the har-
bour, arrived in good condition. The four following days

were
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were employed in making ready for {fea; and, on the 11th,
at two in the morning, we began to unmoor; but, before
we had got one anchor up, it blew fo {trong a gale from the
North Eaft, that we kept faft, and moored again; conjec-
turing, from the pofition of the entrance of the bay, that
the current of wind would fet up the channel. Accord-
ingly, the pinnace being fent out to examine the pafiage,
returned with an account, that the wind blew ftrong from
the South Eaft, with a great fwell, fetting into the bay,
which would have made any attempt to get to fea very ha-
zardous,

Our friend Port now took his leave of us, and carried
with him the box with our journals, which was to go by
the Major, and the pacquet that was to be fent exprefs. On
the 12th, the weather being moderate, we began to un-
moor again; but, after breaking the meflenger, and reev-
ing a running purchafe with a fix inch hawfer, which alfo
broke three times, we were obliged, at laft, to heave a ftrain
at low water, and wait for the flowing of the tide to raife
the anchor. This project fucceeded ; but not without da-
maging the cable in the wake of the hawfe. At three, we
weighed the beft bower, and fet fail; and, at eight, having
little wind, and the tide making againft us, we dropped an-
chor again in ten fathoms, off the mouth of Rakowina har-
bour; the gffrog bearing North by Eaft half Eaft, two miles
and a half diftant ; the Needle Rocks, on the Eaft fide of the
paffage, South South Eaft half Eaft ; and the high rock, on
the Weft fide of the paffage, South.

On the 13th, at four in the morning, we got under way
with the ebb tide; and, there being a dead calm, the boats
were fent ahead to tow the fhips. At ten, the wind {pring-
ing up from the South Eaft by South, and the tide having
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turned, we were again obliged to drop anchor in feven fa-
thoms; the Three Needle Rocks bearing South half Eaft;
and the offrog North half Eaft, at the diftance of one mile
from the neareft land. After dinner, I went, with Captain
Gore, on fhore on the Eaft fide of the paffage, where we
faw, in two different places, the remains of extenfive vil-
lages; and, on the fide of the hill, an old ruined parapet,
with four or five embrafures. It commanded the paflage
up the mouth of the bay; and, in Beering’s time, as he
himf{elf mentions, had guns mounted on it. Near this
place were the ruins of {fome caverns under ground, which
we {fuppofed to have been magazines.

At fix in the afternoon we weighed with the ebb tlde, and
turned to windward ; but, at eight, a thick fog arifing, we
were obliged to bring to, as our foundings could not afford
us a fufficient direction for fteering between feveral funk
rocks, which lie on each fide of the paflage we had to make.
In the morning of the 14th, the fog clearing away, we
weighed as foon as the tide began to ebb; and, having
little wind, {ent the boats ahead to tow ; but, at ten o’clock,
both the wind and tide fet in fo ftrong from the fea, that
we were again obliged to drop anchor in thirteen fathoms,
the high rock bearing Weft one quarter South, diftant three
quarters of a mile. We remained faft for the reft of the
day, the wind blowing frefh into the mouth of the bay;
and, toward evening, the weather had a very unufual ap-
pearance, being exceedingly dark and cloudy, with an un=
fettled fhifting wind.

Before day-light, on the 15th, we were {furprized with a
rumbling noife, refembling diftant hollow thunder ; and,
when the day broke, we found the decks and fides of the

fhips covered with a fine duft like emery, near an inch
thick.
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thick. The air, at the fame time, continued loaded and
darkened with this {fubftance; and, toward the wolcano
mountain, fituated to the North of the harbour, it was {o
thick and black, that we could not diftinguifh the body of
the hill. About twelve o'clock, and during the after-
noon, the explofions became louder, and were followed
by fhowers of cinders, which were, in general, about the
fize of peas; though many were picked up from the deck
larger than a hazel nut. Along with the cinders fell fe-
veral {fmall ftones, which had undergone no change from
the action of fire. In the evening we had dreadful thun-
der and lightning, which, with the darknefs of the atmo-
{phere, and the fulphureous {mell of the air, produced all
together a moft awful and terrifying effe¢t.. We were,
at this time, about eight leagues from the foot of the
mountain.

On the 16th, at day-light, we again weighed anchor, and
ftood out of the bay ; but the ebb tide {etting acrofs the paf-
fage upon the Eaftern fhore, and the wind falling, we were
driven very near the Three Needle Rocks, which lie on that
fide of the entrance, and obliged to hoift out the boats, in
order to tow the fhips clear of them. At noon we were
two leagues from the land, and had {foundings with forty-
three fathoms of line, over a bottom of {mall ftones, of the
fame kind with thofe which fell on our decks after the
eruption of the volcano; but whether they had been left
there by the laft, or by fome former eruptions, we were not
able to determine.

The afpeét of the country was now very different from
what it had been on our firft arrival. The {fnow, excepting
what remained on the tops of fome very high mountains,
had difappeared ; and the fides of the hills, which, in many
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parts, were well wooded, were covered with a beautiful ver-
dure.

As it was Captain Clerke’s intention to keep as much in
fight of the coaft of Kamtfchatka as the weather would per-
mit, in order to determine its pofition, we continued fteering
to the North North Eaft, with light and variable winds, till
the 18th. The volcano was {till feen throwing up immenfe
volumes of fmoke ; and we had no foundings with one hun-
dred and fifty fathoms, at the diftance of four leagues from
the fhore.

On the 18th, the wind frefhening from the South, the
weather became {o thick and hazy, as to make it impru-
dent to attempt any longer to keep in fight of the land. But,
that we might be ready to refume our furvey, whenever
the fogs fhould difperfe, we ran on in the direction of the
coaft, as laid down in the Ruffian charts, and fired fignal
guns for the Difcovery to fteer the fame courfe. At eleven
o’clock, juft before we loft fight of the land, Cheepoonikoi
Nofs, {o called by the Ruffians (a defcription of which, as
well as the coaft between it and Awat{ka Bay, will be given
hereafter), bore North North Eaft, diftant feven or eight
leagues.

On the 2oth, at three in the morning, the weather having
cleared up, we {tood in toward the land; and in an hour’s
time {faw it ahead, extending from North Weit to North
North Eaft, diftant about five leagues. The North part we
took to be Kronotikoi Nofs; its pofition in the Ruffian charts
agreeing nearly with our reckoning as to its latitude, which
was 54° 42”3 but, in longitude, we differed from them con-
fiderably, they placing it 1° 48’ Eaft of Awatika; whereas,
our reckoning, corrected by the time-keepers and lunar ob-

fervations, makes it 3° 34’ Eaftward of that place, or 162° 17
Eaft




THE PAGIFIC OCEAN.

Eait from Greenwich. The land about this cape is very
high, and the inland mountains were ftill covered with
fnow. The fhore breaks off in fteep cliffs, and the coaft is
without any appearance of inlets or bays. We had not been
long gratified with this fight of the land, when the wind
frethened from the South Weft, and brought on a thick
fog, which obliged us to ftand off to the North Eaft by Eaft.
The weather clearing up again at noon, we fteered toward
the land, expecting to fall in with Kamt{chat{koi Nofs, and
had fight of it at day-break of the 21it.

The Southerly wind was foon after fucceeded by a light
breeze blowing off the land, which prevented our approach-
ing the coaft fufficiently near to defcribe its afpect, or afcer-
tain, with accuracy, its diretion. At noon our latitude, by
obfervation, was 55° 52, and longitude (deduced from a
comparifon of many lunar obfervations, taken near this
time, with the time-keepers), 163° 50 ; the extremities of
the land bearing North Weft by Weft three quarters Weit,
and North by Weit three quarters Weft, the neareft part
about eight leagues diftant. At nine o'clock in the evening,
having approached about two leagues nearer the coaft, we
found it formed a projecting peninfula, extending about
twelve leagues in a direction nearly North and South. Itis
level, and of a moderate height, the Southern extremity
terminating in a low floping point ; that to the North form-
ing a fteep bluff head; and between them, about four
leagues to the Southward of the Northern Cape, there is a
confiderable break in the land. On each fide of this break
the land is quite low ; beyond the opening rifes a remark-
able faddle-like hill; and a chain of high mountains, co-
vered with fnow, ranges along the back of the whole pen-
infula.

As
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As the coaft runs in an even direction, we were at a
great lofs where to place Kamtichatikoi Nofs, which, ac-
cording to Muller, forms a projecting point about the
middle of the peninfula, and which certainly does not
exift; but I have fince found, that, in the general map
publithed by the Academy of Peterfburg in 1776, that
name is given to the Southern cape. This was found, by
feveral accurate obfervations, to be in latitude 56° 3/, longi-
tude, 163" 20" ; the difference in longitude, from the Ruffian
charts, being the fame as at Kronotfkoi Nofs. The va-
riation of the compafs at this time was 10° Eaft. To the
Southward of this peninfula the great river Kamtfchatka
falls into the {ea.

As the feafon was too far advanced to admit of our mak-
ing an accurate furvey of the coaft of Kamtfchatka, it was
Captain Clerke’s plan, in our run to Beering’s Strait, to de-
termine principally the pofitions of the projecting points of
the coaft. We therefore direted our courfe acrofs an ex-
tenfive bay, laid down between Kamtfchatikoi Nofs and
Olutorfkoi Nofs, intending to make the latter ; which, ac-
cording to the Rufflian geographers, terminates the penin-
{ula called Kamtichatka, and becomes the Southern boun-
dary of the Koriaki country.

On the 22d, we paffed a dead whale, which emitted a
horrid ftench, perceivable at upward of a league’s diftance ;
it was covered with a great number of fea-birds, that were
feafting on it. -

On the 24th, the wind, which had varied round the com-
pafs the three preceding days, fixed at South Weft, and
brought clear weather, with which we continued our courfe
to the North Eaft by North, acrofs the bay, without any land
in fight. ‘ '

This
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This day we faw a great number of gulls, and were wit-
nefles to the difgufting mode of feeding of the arctic gull,
which has procured it the name of the parafite, and which,
if the reader is not already acquainted with it, he will find
in the note below #,

On the 25th, at one o’clock in the afternoon, being in Ia-
titude 59° 12/, longitude 168° 35, the wind frefhening from
the fame quarter, a thick fog fucceeded; and this unfortu-
nately juit at the time we expected to {fee Olutorikoi Nofs,
which, if Muller places it right in latitude 59” 30/, and in
longitude 167° 36', could only have then been twelve leagues
from us; at which diftance, land of a moderate height
might eafily have been {feen. But if the fame error in lon-
gitude prevails here, which we have hitherto invariably
found, it would have been much nearer us, even before the
fog came on; and as we {aw no appearance of land at that
time, it muit either have been very low, or there muift be
fome miftake of latitude in Muller’s account. We tried
foundings, but had no ground with one hundred and fixty
fathoms of line.

The weather {till thickening, and preventing a nearer ap-
proach to the land, at five we fteered Eaft by North, which
is fomewhat more Eafterly than the Ruffian charts lay down
the trending of the coaft from Olutorfkoi Nofs. The next
day, we had a frefh gale from the South Weft, which lafted
till the 27th at noon, when the fogs clearing away, we {tood
to the Northward, in order to make the land. The lati-
tude at noon, by obfervation, was 59° 49’y longitude 175° 43",

* This bird, which is fomewhat larger than the common gull, purfues the latter kind
whenever it meets them ; the gull, after flying for fome time, with loud fcreams, and evi-
dent marks of great terror, drops its dung, which its purl"uxr immediately darts at, and
catches before it falls into the fea,

Notwithitanding
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Notwithftanding we faw fhags in the forenoon, which are
fuppofed never to go far from land, yet there was no ap-
pearance of it this day ; but on the 28th, at fix in the morn-
ing, we got fight of it to the North Weft. The coaft thews
itfelf in hills of a moderate height; but inland, others are
feen to rife confiderably. We could obferve no wood, and
the fnow lying upon them in patches, gave the whole a
very barren appearance. At nine, we were about ten
miles from the fthore, the Southern extremity bearing
Weft by South, fix leagues diftant, beyond which the coaft
appeared to trend to the Weftward, This point being in
latitude 61° 48’, longitude 174’ 48', lies, according to the
Ruflian charts, near the mouth of the river Opuka. At
the fame time, the Northern extreme bore North by Weft;
between which and a hill bearing North Weft by Weit a
quarter Weft, and at this diftance appearing to us like an
i{land, the coaft feemed to bend to the Weftward, and form
a deep bay.

About eight miles from land, we perceived ourfelves in a
ftrong rippling ; and being apprehenfive of foul ground, we
bore away to the North Eaft, along the thore ; notwith{tand-
ing, on heaving the lead, we found regular foundings of
twenty-four fathoms, over a gravelly bottom ; from whence
we concluded, that this appearance was occafioned by a tide,
at that time running to the Southward. At noon, the ex-
tremes of the land bearing Weft South Weft three-quarters
Weit, and North North Eaft three-quarters Eaft, diftant from
the neareft thore four leagues, we were abreaft of the low
land, which we now perceived to join the two points, where
we had before expected to find a deep bay. The coaft bends
a little to the Weftward, and has a {mall inlet, which may
probably be the mouth of fome trifling {tream. Our lati-

tude,




THE PACGIFIG OCEAN.

tude, by obfervation, was 61° 56', and longitude 175" 43,
and the variation of the compafs 17° 30" Eaft.

We continued, during the afternoon, to run along the
fhore, at the diftance of four or five leagues, with a mode-
rate Wefterly breeze, carrying regular foundings from
twenty-eight to thirty-fix fathoms. The coaft prefented the
fame barren afpect as to the Southward; the hills rifing
confiderably inland, but to what height, the clouds on their
tops put it out of our power to determine. At eight in the
evening, land was thought to have been feen to the Eaft by
North, on which we {teered to the Southward of Eaft; but
it turned out to be only a fog bank. At midnight, the ex-
treme point bearing North Eaft a quarter Eaft, we fuppofed
it to be Saint Thadeus’s Nofs ; to the Southward of which,
the land trends to the Weftward, and forms a deep bight,
wherein, according to the Ruffian charts, lies the river
Katirka.

On the 29th, the weather was unfettled and wvariable,
with the wind from the North Eaft. At noon of the zoth,
our latitude, by obfervation, was 61° 48, and longitude
180° o' ; at which time Saint Thadeus’s Nofs bore North
North Weft, twenty-three leagues diftant, and beyond it
we obferved the coaft ftretching almofit dire¢tly North. The
moft Eafterly point of the Nofs is in latitude 62° 50", and
longitude 179° o, being 3 :° more to the Eaft, than what the
Ruffians make it. The land about it muft be of a confider-
able height from its being feen at fo great a diftance. Dur-
ing the two laft days, we {faw numbers of whales, large feals,
and fea-horfes ; alfo gulls, fea-parrots, and albatroffes. We
took the advantage of a little calm weather to try for fifh,
and caught abundance of fine cod. The depth of water
from fixty-five to feventy-five fathoms.

Vou. III. Ii On
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On the 1ft of July at noon, Mr. Bligh having moored z
fmall keg with the deep-fea lead, in feventy-five fathoms,

Thurfday 3. found the fhip made a courfe North by Eaft, half a mile an

Saturday 3.

hour. This he attributed to the effect of a long Southerly
fwell, and not to that of any current. The wind frethen~
ing from the South Eaft toward evening, we fhaped our
courfe to the North Eaft by Eaft, for the point called in
Beering’s chart, Tichukot{koi Nofs, which we had obferved
on the 4th of September laft year, at the {ame time that we
faw, to the South Eaft, the ifland of Saint Laurence. This
Cape, and Saint Thadeus’s Nofs, form the North Eaft and
South Weft extremities of the large and deep Gulph of
Anadir, into the bottom of which the river of that name
empties itfelf, dividing, as it paffes, the country of the
Koriacs from that of the T{chutfki.

On the 3d at noon, the latitude, by obfervation, was 63"
33’s and the longitude 186° 45°; half an hour after which
we got fight of the T{chukotikoi Nofs, bearing North half
Wett, thirteen or fourteen leagues diftant, and at five in the
afternoon faw the ifland of Saint Laurence, bearing Eaft
three-quarters North; and another ifland a little to the
Eaftward of ity which we fuppofed to be between Saint Lau-
rence and Anderfon’s Ifland, about fix leagues Eaft South
Eaft of the former. As we had no certain accounts of this
ifland, Captain Clerke was defirous of a nearer profpect,
and immediately hauled the wind toward it ; but, unfortu=-
nately, we were not able to weather the ifland of Saint Lau-
rence, and were therefore under the neceflity of bearing
up again, and paffing them all to the leeward.

We had a better opportunity of fettling the longitude of
the ifland Saint Laurence, when we laft faw it, than now.
But feeing it at that time but once, and to the Southward,

we
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we could only determine its latitude {o far as we could
judge of diftances ; whereas now the noon obfervations en-
abled us to afcertain it correétly, which is 63° 47°. Its lon-
gitude was found to be 188 15, as before. This ifland, if
its boundaries were at this time within our view, 1s about
three leagues in circuit. The North part may be feen at
the diftance of ten or twelve leagues ; but as it falls in low
land to the South Eaft, the extent of which we could not
fee, fome of us conjeftured, that it might probably be
joined to the land to the Eaftward of it; this, however, the
hazinefs of the weather prevented our afcertaining. Thefe
iflands, as well as the land about the Tichukotikoi Nofs,
were covered with fnow, and prefented us with a moft
dreary pifture. At midnight, Saint Laurence bore South
South Eaft, five or fix miles diftant ; and our depth of water
was eighteen fathoms. We were accompanied by various
kinds of {ea fowl, and faw feveral {mall crefted awks.

The weather {till continuing to thicken, we loft all fight
of land till the sth, when it appeared both to the North
Eaft and North Weft. Our latitude, by account, was, at this
time, 65° 24/, longitude 189° 14. As the iflands of Saint
Diomede, which lie between the two continents in Beer-
ing’s ftrait, were determined by us laft year to be in latitude
65" 48', we could not reconcile the land to the North Eaft,
with the fituation of thefe iflands. We therefore ftood to-
ward the land till three in the afternoon, when we were
within four miles of it, and finding it to be two iflands,
were pretty well {atisfied of their being the fame; but the
weather ftill continuing hazy, to make fure of our fitua-
tion, we ftood over to the coaft of Afia, till feven in the
evening ; at ‘which time we were within two or three
leagues of the Eaft Cape of that continent.

1iz This
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This Cape is a high round head of land, extending four
or five miles from North to South, forming a peninfula, and
connected with the continent by a narrow neck of low land.
Its thore is bold, and off its North part are three high, de-
tached, {piral rocks. At this time it was covered with fhow,
and the beach furrounded with ice. We were now convin-
ced, that we had been under the influence of a ftrong cur-
rent, {etting to the North, that had caufed an error in our
latitude at noon of twenty miles. In paffing this ftrait the
laft year, we had experienced the fame effect.

Being at length fure of our pofition, we held on to the
North by Eaft. At ten at night, the weather becoming cleary
we had an opportunity of feeing, at the fame moment, the
remarkable peaked hill, near Cape Prince of Wales, on the
coaft of America, and the Eaft Cape of Afia, with the two
connecting iflands of Saint Diomede between them.

At noon on the 6th, the latitude, by account, was 67"
North, and the longitude 191° 6" Eaft. Having already pafl-
ed a confiderable number of large mafles of ice, and ob-
ferved, that it ftill adhered in feveral places to the fhore on
the continent of Afia, we were not much furprized to fall
in, at three in the afternoon, with an extenfive body of it,
ftretching away to the Weftward. This fight gave great dif-
couragement to our hopes of advancing much farther
Northward this year, than we had done the preceding.

Having little wind in the afternoon, we hoifted out the
boats in purfuit of the fea-horfes, which were in great
numbers on the detached pieces of ice; but they foon re-
turned without fuccefs; thefe animals being exceedingly
thy, and before they could come within gun-fhot, always
making their retreat into the water.

At feven in the evening, we hoifted in the boats, and the

: wind
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wind frethening from the Southward, we ftood on to the
North Eaft, with a view of exploring the continent of Ame-
rica, between the latitudes of 68° and 69°, which, owing to
the foggy weather laft year, we had not been able to exa-
mine. In this attempt we were again in part difappointed.
For, on the 7th, at fix in the morning, we were {topped by
a large field of ice, ftretching from North Weilt to South
Eaft ; but foon after, the horizon becoming clear, we had
fight of the coaft of America, at about ten leagues diftance,
extending from North Eaft by Eaft to Eaft, and lying, by
obfervation, between the 68° and 68° 20 of latitude. As the
weather was clear, and the ice not high, we were enabled
to fee over a great extent of it. The whole prefented a folid
and compact {urface, not in the fmalleft degree thawed ;
and appeared to us likewife to adhere to the land.

The weather foon after changing to hazy, we {faw no
more of the land ; and there not remaining a poflibility of
approaching nearer to it, we ftood to the North North Weit,
keeping the ice clofe on board, and got round its Weftern
extremity by noon, when we found it trending nearly North.
Our latitude at this time was, by account, 68° 22/, and lon-
gitude 192° 34'. We continued our courfe to the North
North Eaft, along the edge of the ice, during the remaining
part of the day, pafling through many loofe pieces that had
been broken off from the main body, and againft which,
notwithftanding all our caution, the fhips were driven with
great violence. At eight o'clock in the evening, we paffed
fome drift-wood ; and at midnight the wind fhifted to the
North Weft : the thermometer fell from 38° to 31° and we
had continued fhowers of fnow and {leet.

On the 8th, at five in the morning, the wind coming {till
more to the Northward, we could no longer keep on the
: fame
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fame tack, on account of the ice, but were obliged to ftand
to the Weftward. At this time our foundings had decreaf-
ed to nineteen fathoms, from which, on comparing it with
our obfervations on the depth of water laft year, we con-
cluded, that we were not at a greater diftance from the
American fhore than fix or {feven leagues; but our view
was confined within a much fhorter compafs, by a violent
fall of fnow. At noon, the latitude, by account, was 69° 217,
longitude 192° 42’. At two in the afternoon, the weather
cleared up, and we found ourfelves clofe to an expanfe of
what appeared from the deck folid ice; but, from the maft-
head, it was difcovered to be compofed of huge compaét
bodies, clofe and united toward the outer edge, but in the
interior parts, {everal pieces were feen floating in vacant
{paces of the water. It extended from North Eaft by the
North to Weft South Weft. We bore away by the edge of
it, to the Southward, that we might get into clearer water;
for the ftrong Northerly winds had drifted down fuch quan-
tities of loofe pieces, that we had been, for fome time, fur-
rounded by them, and could not avoid ftriking againft feve-
ral, notwithftanding we reefed the topfails, and ftood under
an eafy {ail.

On the gth, we had a frefh gale from the North North
Weft, with heavy thowers of {fnow and {leet. The thermo-

meter was, in the night-time, 28°% and at noon 30°. We

continued to fteer Weft South Weft, as before, keeping as
near the large body of ice as we could, and had the misfor-
tune to rub off fome of the theathing from the bows againft
the drift pieces, and to damage the cutwater. Indeed,
the fhocks we could not avoid receiving, were frequently
fo fevere, as to be attended with confiderable danger. At
noon, the latitude, by account, was 69° 12’, and longitude

188°

PR R
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188’ 5. The variation, in the afternoon, was found to be
29° 30" Eaft.

As we had now failed near forty leagues to the Weftward,
along the edge of the ice, without feeing any opening, or a
clear fea to the Northward beyond it, and had therefore no
profpect of advancing farther North for the prefent, Cap-
tain Clerke refolved to bear away to the South by Eaft (the
only quarter that was clear), and to wait till the {feafon was
more advanced, before he made any farther efforts to pene-
trate through the ice. The intermediate time he propofed
to {pend in examining the bay of Saint Laurence, and the
coaft to the Southward of it; as a harbour fo near, in cafe
of future damage from the ice, would be very defirable.
We alfo wifhed to pay another vifit to our T{chut{ki friends;
and, particularly, fince the accounts we had heard of them
from the Commander of Kamt{chatka.

We therefore {tood on to the Southward, till the noon of
the 1oth, at which time we paffed great quantities of drift-
ice, and the wind fell to a perfe¢t calm. The latitude, by
obfervation, was 68° 1" ; longitude 188° 30". We pafled fe-
veral whales in the forenoon ; and, in the afternoon, hoift-
ed out the boats, and fent them in purfuit of the {fea-horfes,
which were in great numbers on the pieces of ice that {fur-
rounded us, Our people were more fuccefsful than they
had been before, returning with three large ones, and a
young one; befides killing and wounding feveral others.
The gentlemen who went on this party were witnefles of
feveral remarkable inftances of parental affection in thofe
animals. On the approach of our boats toward the ice,
they all took their cubs under their fins, and endeavoured
to efcape with them into the fea. Several, whofe young
were killed or wounded, and left floating on the furface,

rofe
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rofe again, and carried them down, fometimes juft as eur
people were going to take them up into the boatj and
might be traced bearing them to a great diftance through
the water, which was coloured with their blood: we af-
terward obferved them bringing them, at times, above
the furface, as if for air, and again diving under it with a
dreadful bellowing. The female, in particular, whofe young
had been deftroyed, and taken into the boat, became fo en-
raged, that fhe attacked the cutter, and ftruck her two
tufks through the bottom of it.

At eight in the evening, a breeze {prung up to the Eaft-
ward, with which we {till continued our courfe to the South-
ward, and at twelve fell in with numerous large bodies of
ice. We endeavoured to pufh through them with an eafy
fail, for fear of damaging the fhip: and having got a little
farther to the Southward, nothing was to be {feen, but one
compact field of ice, firetching to the South Weft, South
Eaft, and North Eaft, as far as the eye could reach. This
unexpected and formidable obftacle put an end to Captain
Clerke’s plan of vifiting the Tichutiki; for no fpace re-
mained open, but back again to the Northward. Accord-
ingly, at three in the morning of the r1th, we tacked, and
ftood to that quarter. At noon, the latitude, by obfervation,
was 67° 49, and longitude 188° 47.

On the 12th, we had light winds, with thick hazy wea-
ther; and, on trying the current, we found it fet to the
North Weft, at the rate of half a knot an hour. We conti-
nued to fteer Northward, with a moderate Southerly breeze
and fair weather, till the 13th, at ten in the forenoon, when
we again found ourfelves clofe in with a {olid field of ice, to
which we could fee no limits from the maft-head. This, at
onge, dafhed all our hopes of penetrating farther; which

: had
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had been confiderably raifed, by having now advanced near
ten leagues through a {pace, which, on the gth, we had
found occupied by impenetrable ice. Our latitude, at this
time, was 69° 37'; our pofition nearly in the mid channel
between the two continents; and the field of ice extending
from Eaft North Eaft, to Weft South Weft.

As there did not remain the fmalleft profpect of getting
farther North in the part of the fea where we now were,
Captain Clerke refolved to make one more, and final at-
tempt on the American coaft, for Bathn’s Bay, {ince we had
been able to advance the fartheft on this fide laft year. Ac-
cordingly, we kept working, the remaining part of the day,
to the windward, with a frefh Eafterly breeze. We faw fe-
veral fulmars and arétic gulls, and paffed two trees, both
appearing to have lain in the water a long time. The larger
was about ten feet in length, and three in circumference,
without either bark or branches, but with the roots remain-
ing attached.

On the 14th, we ftood on to the Eaftward, with thick and
foggy weather, our courfe being nearly parallel to that we
fteered the 8th and gth, but fix leagues more to the North-
ward. On the 15th, the wind frefhened from the Weft-
ward, and having, in a great meafure, difperfed the fog,
we immediately ftood to the Northward, that we might
take a nearer view of the ice:; and in an hour were clofe
in with it, extending from North North Weft, to North
Eaft. We found it to be compaét and folid; the outer
parts were ragged, and of different heights; the interior
furface was even; and, we judged, from eight to ten feet
above the level of the fea. The weather becoming mode-
rate for the remaining part of the day, we direfted our
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courfe according to the trending of the ice, which in many
parts formed deep bays.

In the morning of the 16th, the wind frefhened, and was
attended with thick and frequent fhowers of {fnow, At
eight in the forenoon, it blew a ftrong gale from the Weft
South Weft, and brought us under double-reefed top-fails 3
when, the weather clearing a little, we found ourfelves
embayed ; the ice having taken a fudden turn to the South
Eaft, and in one compa¢t body furrounding us on all fides,
except on the South quarter. We therefore hauled our
wind to the Southward, being at this time in latitude 70° 8
North, and in twenty-fix fathoms water ; and, as we fup-
pofed, about twenty-five leagues from the coaft of Ame-
rica. The gale increafing, at four in the afternoon we
clofe reefed the fore and main-top-fails, furled the mizen-
top-fail, and got the top-gallant-yards down upon deck.
At eight, finding the depth of water had decreafed to
twenty-two fathoms, which we confidered as a proof of
our near approach to the American coaft, we tacked and
{tood to the North, We had blowing weather, accom-
panied with fnow, through the night; but next morning,
it became clear and moderate ; and, at eight in the fore-
noon, we got the top-gallant-yards acrofs, and made fail
with the wind ftill at Weft South Weft. At noon, we were
in latitude, by obfervation, €9’ 55’y longitude 194° 30"
Toward evening, the wind flackened, and at midnight it
was a calm.

On the 18th, at five in the morning, a light breeze {prung
up from the Eaft North Eaft, with which we continued our
courfe to the North, in order to regain the ice as foon as
poffible. We pafled fome fmall logs of drift-wood, and

faw
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faw abundance of fea-parrots, and the {fmall ice-birds, and
likewife a number of whales. At noon, the latitude, by
obfervation, was 70° 26/, and longitude 194° 54’ ; the depth
of water twenty-three fathoms; the ice ftretched from
North to Eaft North Eaft, and was diftant about three miles.
At one in the afternoon, finding that we were clofe in with
a firm united field of it, extending from Weft North Weft
to Eaft, we tacked, and, the wind coming round to the
Weftward, ftood on to the Eaftward, along its edge, till
eleven at night. At that time a very thick fog coming
on, and the water fhoaling to nineteen fathoms, we hauled
our wind to the South. The variation obferved this day
was 31° 20" Eaft. It is remarkable, that though we {faw no
fea-horfes on the body of the ice, yet they were in herds,
and in greater numbers on the detached fragments, than
we had ever obferved before. About nine in the even-
ing, a white bear was feen {wimming clofe by the Dif-
covery ; it afterward made to the ice, on which were alfo
two others.

On the 19th, at one in the morning, the weather clearing
up, we again fteered to the North Eaft, till two, when we
were a fecond time fo completely embayed, that there was
no opening left, but to the South ; to which quarter we ac-
cordingly directed our courfe, returning through a remark-
ably fmooth water, and with very favourable weather, by
the fame way we had come in. We were never able to pe-
netrate farther North than at this time, when our latitude
was 70° 33"; and this was five leagues fhort of the point to
which we advanced laft {feafon. We held on to the South
South Weft, with light winds from the North Weft, by the
edge of the main ice, which lay on our left hand, and
{iretched between us and the continent of America. Our
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latitude, by obfervation at noon, was 70° 11y our longitude
196° 15’y and the depth of water fixteen fathoms. From this
circumfitance, we judged that the Icy Cape was now only at
feven or eight leagues diftance; but, though the weather
was in general clear, it was at the fame time hazy in the ho-
rizon ; fo that we could not expect to fee it.

In the afternoon, we {faw two white bears in the water,
to which we immediately gave chace in the jolly boat, and
had the good fortune to kill them both. The larger, which
probably was the dam of the younger, being fhot firft, the
other would not quit it, though it might eafily have efcaped
on the ice, whilft the men were reloading, but remained
{fwimming about, till, after being fired upon feveral times,
it was fhot dead.

The dimenfions of the larger were as follow :

. Feet. Inches.
From the fnout to the end of the tail - - 7 2
From the {nout to the fhoulder-bone - 0w O
Height of the fhoulder - - - a''is
Circumference near the fore-legs - S U
Breadth of the fore-paw - - - 10

Ib.
Weight of the four quarters - = 436

Weight of the four quarters of the {fmalleft 2356

On comparing the dimenfions of this with Lord Mul-
grave’s white bear, they were found almoft exaltly the
fame, except in the circumference, where our’s fell exceed-
ingly fhort.

Thefe animals afforded us a few excellent meals of freih
meat. The fleth had indeed a ftrong fithy tafte, but was,

in
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in every refpet, infinitely fuperior to that of the fea-horfe;
which, neverthelefs, our people were again perfuaded, with-
out much difficulty, to prefer to their falted provifions.

At fix in the morning of the 20th, a thick fog coming
on, we loft fight of the ice for two hours ; but the weather
clearing, we faw the main body again to the South South
Eaft, when we hauled our wind, which was Eafterly, to-
ward it, in the expectation of making the American coaft
to the South Eaft, and which we effeted at half paft ten.
At noon, the latitude, by account, was 69° 33, and longitude
194° 53, and the depth of water nineteen fathoms. The
land extended from South by Eaft, to South South Weft half
Weft, diftant eight or ten leagues, being the fame we had
feen laft year; but it was now much more covered with
fnow than at that time; and, to all appearance, the ice ad-
hered to the fhore. We continued, in the afternoon, failing
through a fea of loofe ice, and ftanding toward the land,
as near as the wind, which was Eaft South Eaft, would ad-
mit. At eight, the wind leflening, there came on a thick
fog ; and, on perceiving a rippling in the water, we tried
the current, which we found to fet to the Eaft North Eaft,
at the rate of a mile an hour, and therefore determined to
fteer, during the night, before the wind, in order to {ftem
it, and to oppofe the large fragments of loofe ice, that were
fetting us on toward the land. The depth of the water, at
midnight, was twenty fathoms.

At eight in the morning of the 21t, the wind frefhening,
and the fog clearing away, we faw the American coaft to
the South Eaft, at the diftance of eight or ten leagues, and
hauled in for it; but were ftopped again by the ice, and
obliged to bear away to the Weftward, along the edge of it.

At
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At noon, the latitude, by account, was 69° 34’y and longi-
tude 193’y and the depth of water twenty-four fathoms,

Thus, a connected, folid field of ice, rendering every ef-
fort we could make to a nearer approach to the land fruit-
lefs, and joining, as we judged, to it, we took a laft farewel
of a North Eaft paflage to Old England. I fhall beg leave
to give, in Captain Clerke’s own words, the reafons of this
his final determination, as well as of his future plans ; and
this the rather, as it is the laft tranfaétion his health per-
mitted him to write down.

¢ It 1s now impoflible to proceed the leaft farther to the
¢ Northward upon this coaft (America) ; and it is equally
“ as improbable that this amazing mafs of ice fhould be
¢« diffolved by the few remaining fummer-weeks which
¢ will terminate this feafon; but it will continue, it is to
¢« be believed, as it now is, an infurmountable barrier to
¢ every attempt we can poflibly make. I, therefore, think
« it the beft ftep that can be taken, for the good of the fer-
¢ vice, to trace the fea over to the Afiatic coaft, and to try
“ if I can find any opening, that will admit me farther
¢ North ; if not, to fee what more is to be done upon that
¢ coaft; where I hope, yet cannot much flatter myfelf, to
¢« meet with better fuccefs; for the fea is now {o choaked
¢ with ice, that a paffage, I fear, is totally out of the quef=
¢ tion.”

Lo

s,
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AR IV,

Fruitlefs Attempts to penetrate through the Ice 2o the North
Wefl.—Dangerous Situation of tbhe Difcovery.—Sea-bor/es
killed.—Frefb Obfiructions from the Ice.—Report of Da-
mages received by the Difcovery.—Captain Clerke's Deter-
gination to proceed to the Southward.—joy of the Ships
Crews on that Occaqfion.—Pafs Serdze Kamen.—Return
through Beering’s Strait.—Inquiry into the Extent of the
North Eaft Coaf? of Afia.—Reafons for rejecting Muller's
Map of tbe Promontory of the Tfchutfki.—Reafons for be-
lieving the Coafl does not reach a bigher Latitude than 701°
North.—General Obfervations on the Impraciicability of a
North Eafl, or North Wefl Paflage from the Atlantic into
the Pacific Ocean.— Comparative View of the Progrefs
made in the Years 1778 and 1779.—Remarks on the Sea,
and Sea-coafls, North of Beering’s Strait.—Hiflory of ibe
Voyage refumed.—Pafs the Ifland of St. Laurence.— The
Ifland of Mednoi.— Death of Captain Clerke.— Short Ac-
count of bis Services.

ChPTA]N CLERKE having determined, for the reafons 175
affigned at the conclufion of the laft Chapter, to give  J*"
up all farther attempts on the coaft of America, and to make
his laft efforts, in fearch of a paffage, on the coaft of the
oppofite continent, we continued, during the afternoon of

the
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the 21{t of July, to fteer to the Weft North Weft, through
much loofe ice. At ten at night, difcovering the main body
of it through the fog, right ahead, and almoft clofe to us,
and being unwilling to take a Southerly courfe, fo long as
we could poflibly avoid it, we hauled our wind, which was
Eafterly, and ftood to the Northward; but, in an hour
after, the weather clearing up, and finding ourfelves fur-
rounded by a compact field of ice, on every fide, except to
the South South Weft, we tacked, and ftood on in that di-
rection, in order to get clear of it.

At noon of the 22d, our latitude, by obfervation, was
69” 30’y and longitude 187° 30". In the afternoon, we again
came up with the ice, which extended to the North Weit
and South Weit, and obliged us to continue our courfe to
the Southward, in order to weather it.

It may be remarked, that fince the 8th of this month, we
had twice traverfed this fea, in lines nearly parallel with the
run we had juft now made ; that in the firft of thofe tra-
verfes, we were not able to penetrate fo far North, by eight
or ten leagues, as in the fecond; and that in the laft we
had again found an united body of ice, generally about
five leagnes to the Southward of its pofition in the preced-
ing run. As this proves that the large, compact fields of
ice, which we faw, were moveable, or diminithing ; at the
fame time, it does not leave any well-founded expefta-
tion of advancing much farther in the moft favourable
feafons. i

At feven in the evening, the weather being hazy, and
no ice in fight, we bore away to the Weftward ; but, at 3
half paft eight, the fog difperfing, we found ourfelves in
the midit of loofe ice, and clofe in with the main body ; we
therefore ftood upon a wind, which was {till Eafterly, and

kept
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kept beating to windward during the night, in hopes of
weathering the loofe pieces, which the frefhnefs of the
wind kept driving down upon us in {uch quantities,
that we were in manifeft danger of being blocked up
by them.

In the morning of the 23d, the clear water, in which we
continued to ftand to and fro, did not exceed a mile and
a half, and was every inftant leflening. At length, after
ufing our utmoft endeavours to clear the loofe ice, we were
driven to the neceflity of forcing a paflage to the South-
ward, which, at half paft {even, we accomplifhed, but not
without fubjecting the fhip to fome very fevere fhocks.
The Difcovery was lefs {uccefsful. For, at eleven, when
they had nigh got clear out, {he became fo entangled by
feveral large pieces, that her way was ftopped, and imme-
diately dropping bodily to leeward, fhe fell, broadfide fore-
moft, on the edge of a confiderable body of ice ; and hav-
ing, at the fame time, an open fea to windward, the furf
caufed her to ftrike violently upon it. This mafs at length
‘either fo far broke, or moved, as to fet them at liberty to
make another trial to efcape; but, unfortunately, before
the fhip gathered way enough to be under command, the
again fell to leeward on another fragment; and the fwell
making it unfafe to lie to windward, and finding no chance
of getting clear, they pufhed into a fmall opening, furled
their fails, and made faft with ice-hooks.

In this dangerous fituation we faw them at noon, about
three miles from us, bearing North Weft, a frefh gale from
the South Eaft driving more ice to the North Weft, and in-
creafing the body that lay between us. Our latitude, by
account, was 69° 8/, the longitude 187° and the depth of
water twenty-eight fathoms. To add to the gloomy appre-

Vor. III. L1 henfions
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henfions which began to force themfelves on us, at half paft

four in the afternoon, the weather becoming thick and

hazy, we loft fight of the Difcovery ; but, that we might be

in a fituation to afford her every afliftance in our power, we
kept ftanding on clofe by the edge of the ice. At fix, the

wind happily coming round to the North, gave us fome

hopes, that the ice might drift away and releafe her ; and in

that cafe, as it was uncertain in what condition the might

come out, we kept firing a gun every half hour, in order to
prevent a feparation. Our apprehenfions for her fafety did

not ceafe till nine, when we heard her guns in anfwer to

ours; and foon after, being hailed by her, were informed,
that upon the change of wind, the ice began to feparate;
and that, fetting all their fails, they forced a paffage through
it. We learned farther, that whilft they were encompafled
by it, they found the fhip drift, with the main body, to the
North Eaft, at the rate of half a mile an hour. We were
forry to find, that the Difcovery had rubbed off a great deal

of the fheathing from the bows, and was become very leaky,
from the ftrokes fhe had received when fhe fell upon the

edge of the ice.

On the 24th, we had frefh breezes from South Weft, with
hazy weather, and kept running to the South Eaft till eleven
in the forenoon, when a large body of loofe ice, extending
from North North Eaft, round by the Eaft, to South South
Eaft, and to which (though the weather was tolerably clear)
we could {ee no end, again obftructed our courfe. We there-
fore kept working to windward, and at noon, our latitude,
by obfervation, was 68° 53, longitude 188”; the variation of
the compafs 22° 30" Eaft. At four in the afternoon, it be-
came calm, and we hoifted out the boats in purfuit of the

us.
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us. We killed ten of them, which were as many as we 1740
could make ufe of for eating, or for converting into lamp .___lfﬁ___,
oil. We kept on with the wind, from the South Welit,
along the edge of the ice, which extended in a direction
almoit due Eaft and Wef, till four in the morning of the
25th, when obferving a clear fea beyond it, to the South Eaft, sunday zs.
we made fail that way, with a view of forcing through it.
By fix, we had cleared it, and continued the remainder of
the day running to the South Eaft, without any ice in fight.
At noon, our latitude, by obfervation, was 68° 38', longitude
189° ¢’y and the depth of water thirty fathoms. At mid-
night, we tacked, and ftood to the Weftward, with a frefth
gale from the South ; and at ten in the forenoon of the 26th, Monday 2.
the ice again fhewed itfelf, extending from North Wett to
South. It appeared loofe, and drifting, by the force of the
wind, to the Northward. Atnoon, our latitude, by obfer-
vation, was 68° North, longitude 188° 10" Eaft; and we had
foundings with twenty-eight fathoms. For the remaining
part of the day, and till noon of the 27th, we kept ftanding Tuefday 2;.
backward and forward, in order to clear ourfelves of differ-
ent bodies of ice. At noon, we were in latitude, by obfer-
vation, 67° 47°, longitude 188°. At two in the afternoon, we
faw the continent to the South by Eaft; and at four, having
run, fince noon, with a South South Eaft wind to the South
Weft, we were furrounded by loofe maffes of ice, with the
firm body of it in fight, ftretching in a North by Wetft, and
a South by Eaft diretion, as far as the eye could reach ; be-
yond which we faw the coaft of Afia, bearing South, and
South by Eaft.

As it was now neceffary to come to {fome determination
with refpect to the courfe we were next to fteer, Captain
Clerke fent a boat, with the carpenters, on board the Difco-

Llz2 VEry,



200

1779-
July.

Wednel. 28.

A NOYSHEGE TGO

very, to inquire into the particulars of the damage the had
fuftained. They returned, in the evening, with the report
of Captain Gore, and of the carpenters of both fhips, that
the damages they had received were of a kind that would
require three weeks to repair ; and that it would be necef-
fary, for that purpofe, to go into fome port.

Thus, finding a farther advance to the Northward, as well
as a nearer approach to either continent, obftructed by a fea
blocked up with ice, we judged it both injurious to the fer-
vice, by endangering the fafety of the fhips, as well as
fruitlefs, with refpeét to the defign of our voyage, to make
any farther attempts toward a paflage. This, therefore,
added to the reprefentations of Captain Gore, determined
Captain Clerke not to lofe more time in what he concluded
to be an unattainable objeét, but to fail for Awatika Bay, to
repair our damages there ; and, before the winter fhould fet
in, and render all other efforts toward difcovery impraéti-
cable, to explore the coaft of Japan. _

1 will not endeavour to conceal the joy that brightened
the countenance of every individual, as {foon as Captain
Clerke’s refolutions were made known. We were all hear-
tily fick of a navigation full of danger, and in which the
utmoft perfeverance had not been repaid with the fmalleft
probability of fuccefs. We therefore turned our faces to-
ward home, after an abfence of three years, with a delight
and fatisfaction, which, notwith{tanding the tedious voyage
we had ftill to make, and the immenfe diftance we had to
run, were as freely entertained, and perhaps as fully en-
joyed, as if we had been already in fight of the Land’s-
end.

On the 28th, we kept working to windward with a frefh
breeze from the South Eaft, having the coaft of Afia ftill in

fight.
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fight. At four in the morning, the Cape, which, on the
authority of Muller, we have called Serdze Kamen, bore
South South Wett, diftant fix or feven leagues. We {faw, in
different places, upon the tops of the hills, which rife in-
land on both fides of the Cape, protuberances of a confider-
able height, which had the appearance of huge rocks, or
pillars of ftone.

On the 29th, the wind ftill continuing contrary, we made
but {low progrefs to the Southward. At midnight we had
thick, foggy weather, accompanied with a breeze from the
North North Weft, with which we direéted our courfe to
the South South Eaft, through the ftrait, and had no land
in fight till feven in the evening of the 3oth; when the fog
clearing away, we {aw Cape Prince of Wales bearing South
by Eaft, diftant about fix leagues; and the ifland St. Dio-
mede South Weft by Weft. We now altered our courfe to
the Weft, and at eight made the Eaft Cape, which, at mid-
night, bore Weft by North, diftant four leagues. In the
night we fteered to the South South Weft, with a frefh Weft
North Wefterly breeze ; and, at four in the morning of the
31ft, the Eaft Cape bore North North Eaft, and the North
Eaft part of the bay of St. Laurence (where we anchored
the laft year) Welt by South, its diftance being four leagues.
As we could not have worked up to windward without a
greater wafte of time than the obje&t appeared to deferve,
we ran acrofs the bay, regretting much, as we pafled along,
the lofs of this opportunity of paying a fecond vifit to the
Tichutfki. At noon our latitude, by obfervation, was 65° 6/,
and longitude 189°. The South point of the Bay of St. Lau-
rence bore North by Weft one quarter Weft, and was diftant

feven or eight leagues. In the afternoon the variation was

found to be 22° 5o’ Eaft.
Having
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~ Having now paffed Beering’s Strait, and taken our final
leave of the North Eaft coaft of Afia, it may not be impro-
per, on this occafion, to ftate the grounds on which we
have ventured to adopt two general conclufions refpecting
its extent, in oppofition to the opinions of Mr. Muller. The
firft, that the promontory named Eaft Cape is actually the
Eafternmoft point of that quarter of the globe; or, in
other words, that no part of the continent extends in lon-
gitude beyond 190’ 22” Eaft: the fecond, that the latitude
of the North Eafternmoft extremity falls to the Southward
of 70° North. With refpect to the former, if fuch land
exift, it muft neceflarily be to the North of latitude 69’
where the difcoveries made in the prefent voyage termi-
nate ; and, therefore, the probable direétion of the coaft,
beyond this point, is the queftion I fhall endeavour, in the
firft place, to inveftigate.

As the Ruffian is the only nation that has hitherto navi-
gated thefe feas, all our information refpecting the fitua-

tion of the coaft to the Northward of Cape North, muft ne-

ceflarily be derived from the charts and journals of the
perfons who have been employed, at various times, in afcer-
taining the limits of that empire; and thefe are, for the
moft part, fo imperfect, {fo confufed, and contradictory, that
it is not ealy to form any diftinét idea of their pretended,
much lefs to colle¢t the amount of their real difcoveries.
It is on this account, that the extent and form of the penin-
fula, inhabited by the Tfchutiki, ftill remains a point on
which the Ruffian geographers are much divided. Mr. Mul-
ler, in his map, publifhed in the year 1754, fuppofes this
country to extend toward the North Eaft, to the 75° of lati-
tude, and in longitude 19o” Eaft of Greenwich, and to ter-

minate in a round Cape, which he calls T{chukotfkoi Nofs.
To
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To the Southward of this Cape he conceives the coaft to
form a bay to the Weftward, bounded, in latitude 67° 18, by
Serdze Kamen, the Northernmoft point {een by Beering in
his expedition in the year 1728. The map, publithed by the
academy of St. Peterfburg, in the year 1776, gives the
whole peninfula entirely a new form, placing its North
Eafternmoft extremity in the latitude 73°, longitude 178° 30'.
The Eafternmoft point in latitude 65° 30', longitude 189° 30".
All the other maps we faw, both printed and in manufcript,
vary between thefe two, apparently more according to the
fancy of the compiler, than on any grounds of more accu~
rate information. The only point in which there is a gene-
ral coincidence, without any confiderable variation, is in the
pofition of the Eaft Cape in latitude 66°. The form of the
coaft, both to the South and North of this Cape, in the map
of the academy, is exceedingly erroncous, and may be to-
tally difregarded. In that of Mr. Muller, the coaft to the
Northward bears a confiderable refemblance to our furvey,
as far as the latter extends, except that it does not trend {uf-
ficiently to the Weftward ; receding only about 5° of longi-
tude, between the latitude of 66° and 6¢9’; whereas, in rea-
lity, it recedes near ten. Between the latitude of 69° and 74°,
he makes the coaft bend round to the North and North
Eaft, and to form a confiderable promontory. On what au-
thority, now remains to be examined.

Mr. Coxe, whofe accurate refearches into this fubjeét,
give his opinion great weight, is perfuaded that the ex-
tremity of the No/s in queftion, was never pafled but by
Defhneff and his party, who failed from the river Kovyma
in the year 1648, and are fuppofed to have got round it
into the Anadir. As the account of this expedition, the
fubftance of which the Reader will find in Mr. Coxe’s Ac-

count
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177¢.  count of Ruffian Difcoveries, contains no geographical de-
July. lineation of the coaft along which they failed, its pofition
muit be conjectured from incidental circumitances; and
from thefe it appears very manifeft, that the Tichukot{koi
Nofs of Defhneff is no other than the promontory called,
by Captain Cook, the Eaft Cape. Speaking of the No/f, he
fays, ¢ One might fail from the ifthmus to the river Ana-
« dir, with a fair wind, in three days and three nights.”
This exactly coincides with the fituation of the Eaft Cape,
which is about one hundred and twenty leagues from the
mouth of the Anadir; and as there is no other ifthmus to
the Northward between that and the latitude of 69° it is
obvious, that, by this defcription, he muft intend either the
Cape in queftion, or fome other to the Southward of it.
In another place he fays, ¢ Overagainft the ifthmus there
¢ are two iflands in the fea, upon which were feen people
« of the Tichutfki nation, through whofe lips were run
¢« pieces of the teeth of the {ea-horfe.,” This again per-
fectly agrees with the two iflands fituated to the South Eaft
of the Eaft Cape. We faw indeed no inhabitants on them;
but it is not at all improbable, that a party of the Ameri-
cans, from the oppofite continent, whom this defcription
accurately fuits, might, at that time, have been accidentally -
there ; and whom it was natural enough for him to mif=
take for a tribe of the T{chutiki #, !

Ifland, it appears, that the inhabitants of the adjacent continents wifit occaﬁom]l:y ﬂg
fmall iflands lying between them, probably for the conveniency of ﬁﬂ:mg or in pu:ﬁ:il A
of furs.

It appears alfo from Popoff’s depofition, which I fhall have occafion to fpeak of more '
particularly hereafter, that the general refemblance between the people, who are feen
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Thefe two circumftances are of fo ftriking and unequi-
vocal a nature, that they appear to me conclufive on the
point of the Tichukotikoi Nofs, notwithftanding there are
others of a more doubtful kind, which we have from the
fame authority, and which now remain to be confidered.
“ To go,” fays Defhneff in another account, ¢ from the
« Kovyma to the Anadir, a great promontory muft be
¢ doubled, which ftretches very far into the fea;” and af-
terward, ¢ this promontory ftretches between North and
¢ North Eaft.” It was probably from the expreflions con-
tained in thefe paflages, that Mr. Muller was induced to
give the country of the Tichutiki the form we find in his
map; but had he been acquainted with the fituation of the
Eaft Cape, as afcertained by Captain Cook, and the remark-
able coincidence between it and this promontory or ifth-
mus (for it muft be obferved, that Defhneff appears to be
all along fpeaking of the fame thing), in the circumftances
already mentioned, I am confident, he would not have
thought thofe expreflions, merely by themf{elves, of fuffi-
cient weight to warrant him in extending the North Eaft-
ern extremity of Afia, either {o far to the North or to the
Eaftward. For, after all, thefe expreflions are not irrecon-
cileable with the opinion we have adopted, if we {uppofe

in thefe iflands, and the Tichutfki, was fufficient to lead Defhneff into the error of ima-
gining them to be the fame. “ Oppofite to the Nofs,” he fays, “ is an ifland of mode-
rate fize, without trees, whole inhabitants refemble, in their exterior, the Tjehutfbiy although
they are quite another mation ; not numerous indeed, yet fpeaking their own particular
language.” Again, * One may go in a baidare from the Nofs to the ifland in half a
day: beyond is a great continent, which can be difcovered from the ifland in ferene
weather. When the weather is good, one may go from the ifland to the continent in a

day. The inbabitants of the comtinent are fimilar to the Tjchutfki, excepting that they [peak an- I

other language.”

Vou. III. M m Defhnefi
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Defhneff to have taken thefe bearings from the {mall bight
which lies to the Weftward of the Cape.

The depofition of the Coffack Popoff, taken at the Ana-
dirfkoi off70g, in the year 1711, {feems to have been the next
authority on which Mr. Muller has proceeded; and befide
thefe two, I am not acquainted with any other. This Cof-
fack, together with feveral others, was fent by land to de-
mand tribute from the independent Tichutiki tribes, who
lived about the Nofs. The firft circumftance in the account
of this journey, that can lead to the fituation of T{chukot-
{koi Nofs, is its diftance from Anadirfk ; and this is ftated
to be ten weeks journey, with loaded rein-deer; on which
account, it is added, their day’s journey was but very {fmall.
It is impoflible to conclude much from fo vague an ac-
count; but, as the diftance between the Eaft Cape and the
offrog 1s upward of two hundred leagues in a ftraight line,
and therefore may be fuppofed to allow twelve or fifteen
miles a day ; its fituation cannot be reckoned incompatible
with Popoff’s calculation. The next circumftance mention-
ed in this depofition is, that their route lay by the foot of a
rock called Matkol, fituated at the bottom of a great gulf.
This gulf Muller fuppofes to be the bay he had laid down
between latitude 66° and 72°; and accordingly places the
rock Matkol in the centre of it; but it appears equally pro-
bable, even if we had not fo many reafons to doubt the ex-
iftence of that bay, that it might be fome part of the gulf of
Anadir, which they would undoubtedly touch upon in their
road from the g/frog to the Eaft Cape. '

But what feems to put this matter beyond all difpute, and
to prove that the Cape vifited by Popoff cannot be to the
Northward of 69° latitude, is that part of his depofition,

which I have already quoted, relative to the ifland lying off
the
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the Nofs, from whence the oppofite continent might be feen.
For as the two continents, in latitude 69’y have diverged {o
far as to be more than three hundred miles diftant, it is
highly improbable, that the Afiatic coaft {hould again trend
in fuch a manner to the Eaftward, as to come nearly within
fight of the coaft of America.

If thefe arguments fhould be deemed conclufive againft
the exiftence of the peninfula of the T{chutiki, as laid down
by Muller, it will follow, that the Eaft Cape is the Tichu-
kotfkoi Nofs of the # more early Ruffian navigators ; and,

207
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confequently, that the undefcribed coaft, from the latitude

of 69° to the mouth of the River Kovyma, muft uniformly
trend more or lefs to the Weftward. As an additional proof
of this, it may be remarked, that the T{chukotikoi Nofs is
always reprefented as dividing the fea of Kovyma from that
of Anadir, which could not be the cafe, if any confider-
able cape had projected to the North Eaft in the higher la-
titudes. Thus, in the depofitions taken at Anadirfk, it is
related, ¢ that oppofite the Nofs, on both fides, as well in
¢ the fea of Kovyma, as in that of Anadir, an ifland is f{aid
% to be feen at a great diftance, which the Tichut{ki call a
¢ Jarge country ; and fay, that people dwell there who have
¢ large teeth putin their mouths, that projeét through their
“ cheeks.” Then follows a defcription of thefe people and
their country, exactly correfponding with our accounts of
the oppofite continent.

The laft queftion that arifes is, to what degree of Northern
latitude this coaft extends, before it trends more directly to

* | mention the more early Ruffian navigators, becaufe Beering, whom we have allo
followed, and after him all the late Ruffian geographers, have given this name to the
South Eaft Cape of the peninfula of the Tichutfki, which was formerly called the Ana-
dirfkoi Nofs.

Mm 2 the
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the Weftward. If the fituation of the mouth of the Ko-
vyma, both with refpect to its latitude and longitude, were
accurately determined, it would perhaps not be very diffi-
cult to form a probable conjeture upon this point. Cap-
tain Cook was always ftrongly of opinion, that the Northern
coaft of Afia, from the Indigirka Eaftward, has hitherto been
generally laid down more than two degrees to the North-
ward of its true pofition; and he has, therefore, on the
authority of a map that was in his poffeffion, and on the in-
formation he received at Oonalafthka, placed the mouth of
the river Kovyma, in his chart of the North Weft coaft of
America, and the North Eaft coaft of Afia, in the latitude
of 68°. Should he be right in this conjecture, it is probable
for the reafons that have been already {tated, that the Afia-
tic coaft does not any where exceed 70° before it trends
to the Weftward ; and confequently, that we were within
1° of its North Eaftern extremity. For, if the continent be
fuppofed to ftretch any where to the Northward of Shelat-
fkoi Nofs, it is fcarcely poflible, that {o extraordinary a cir-
cumfitance thould not have been mentioned by the Ruflian
navigators ; and we have already fhewn, that they make
mention of no remarkable promontory between the Kovy-
ma and the Anadir, except the Eaft Cape. Another circum-
ftance, related by Defhneff, may, perhaps, be thought a
further confirmation of this opinion, namely, that he met
with no impediment from ice in navigating round the North
Eaft extremity of Afia; though he adds, that this fea is not
always fo free from it; as indeed is manifeft from the
failure of his firft expedition, and, fince that, from the un-
{uccefsful attempts of Shalauroff, and the obftacles we met

with, in two different years, in our prefent voyage.
The continent, left undetermined in our chart, between
Cape
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Cape North, and the mouth of the Kovyma, is, in longitu-
dinal extent, one hundred and twenty-five leagues. One
third, or about forty leagues, of this diftance, from the
Kovyma Eaftward, was explored in the year 1723, by a Sin-
bojarfkoi of Jakutz, whofe name was Feodor Amofioff; by
whom Mr. Muller was informed, that its diretion was to
the Eaftward. It is {aid to have been fince accurately fur-
veyed by Shalauroff, whofe chart makes it trend to the
North Eaft by Eaft, as far as the Shelatfkoi Nofs, which he
places about forty-three leagues to the Eaftward of the
Kovyma. The fpace between this Nofs and Cape North,
about eighty-two leagues, is therefore the only part of the
Ruffian empire that now remains unafcertained.

But if the river Kovyma be erroneoulily {ituated with re-
fpe& to its longitude, as well as in 1its latitude, a {uppofition
for which probable grounds are not wanting, the extent of
the unexplored coaft will become proportionably diminifhed.
The reafons which incline me to believe, that the mouth
of this river is placed in the Ruffian charts much too far to
the Weftward, are as follow: Firft, becaufe the accounts
that are given of the navigation of the Frozen Sea from that
river, round the North Eaft point of Afia, to the gulf of
Anadir, do not accord with the fuppofed diftance between
thofe places. Secondly, becaufe the diftance over land,
from the Kovyma to the Anadir, is reprefented by the
early Ruffian travellers as a journey eafily performed, and
of no very extraordinary length. Thirdly, becaufe the
coait from the Shelat{koi Nofs of Shalauroff # feems to trend
directly South Eaft to the Eaft Cape. If this be fo, it will
follow, that, as we were probably not more than 1°to the

# See Chart in Coxe's Account of Ruffian Difcoveries.
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Southward of Shelatikoi Nofs, only fixty miles of the Afia-
tic coaft remain unafcertained.

Had Captain Cook lived to this period of our voyage, and
experienced, in a fecond attempt, the impracticability of a
North Eaft or North Weft paffage from the Pacific to the
Atlantic Ocean, he would doubtlefs have laid before the
Public, in one conneéted view, an account of the obitacles
which defeated this, the primary object of our expedition,
together with his obfervations on a fubjelt of fuch magni-
tude, and which had engaged the attention, and divided the
opinions of philofophers and navigators, for upward of two
hundred years. I am very fenfible how unequal I am to the
taftk of fupplying this deficiency ; but, that the expectations
of the reader may not be wholly difappointed, I muft beg
his candid acceptance of the following obfervations, as well
as of thofe I have already ventured to offer him, relative to
the extent of the North Eaft coaft of Afia.

The evidence that has been fo fully and judicioufly ftated
in the introduétion, amounts to the higheft degree of pro-
bability, that a North Welt paffage, from the Atlantic into
the Pacific Ocean, cannot exift to the Southward of 65° of
latitude. If then there exifts a paffage, it mult be either
through Baffin’s Bay, or round by the North of Greenland,
in the Weftern hemifphere; or elfe through the Frozen
Ocean, to the Northward of Siberia, in the Eaftern ; and on
whichever fide it lies, the navigator muft neceflarily pafs
through Beering’s Strait. The impracticability of pene-
trating into the Atlantic on either fide, through this ftrait,
is therefore all that remains to be fubmitted to the mnﬁd&-‘- "
ratmn of the Public. :

As far as our experience went, it appears, that the fea to

- the North of Beering’s ftrait, is clearer of ice in Auguft than

n
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in July, and perhaps in a part of September it may be ftill
more free. But, after the equinox, the days fhorten fo
faft, that no farther thaw can be expected; and we can-
not rationally allow fo great an effect to the warm weather
in the firft half of September, as to imagine it capable of
difperfing the ice from the moft Northern parts of the
American coaft. But admitting this to be poffible, it muft
at leaft be granted, that it would be madnefs to attempt
to run from the Icy Cape to the known parts of Baffin’s
Bay (a diftance of four hundred and twenty leagues), in
fo fhort a time as that paflage can be {uppofed to continue
open.

Upon the Afiatic fide, there appears {till lefs probability
of fuccefs, both from what came to our own knowledge,
with refpeét to the ftate of the fea to the Southward of
Cape North, and alfo from what we learn from the expe-
rience of the # Lieutenants under Beering’s direction, and
~ the journal of Shalauroff, in regard to that on the North of

Siberia.

The voyage of Defhneff, if its truth be admitted, proves
undoubtedly the poflibility of pafling round the North Eaft
point of Afia; but when the reader reflects, that near a cen-
tury and a half has elapfed fince'the time of that navigator,
during which, in an age of great curiofity and enterprize,
no man has yet been able to follow him, he will not enter-
tain very fanguine expectations of the public advantages
that can be derived from it. But let us even fuppofe, that in
fome fingularly favourable feafon a thip has found a clear
paffage round the coaft of Siberia, and is {afely arrived at
the mouth of the Lena, ftill there remains the Cape of Tai-

* See Gmelin, pages 369. 374
mura,
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mura, {tretching to the 78” of latitude, which the good for-
tune of no fingle voyager has hitherto doubled.

It is, however, contended, thas there are ftrong reafons
for believing, that the fea is more free from ice, the nearer
we approach to the pole; and that all the ice we faw in the
lower latitudes, was formed in the great rivers of Siberia
and America, the breaking up of which had filled the in-
termediate fea. But even if that fuppofition be true, it is
equally fo, that there can be no accefs to thole open feas,
unlefs this great mafs of ice is fo far diffolved in the fum-
mer, as to admit of a fhip’s getting through it. If this be
the fact, we have taken a wrong time of the year for at-
tempting to find this paffage, which fhould have been ex-
plored in April and May, before the rivers were broken up.
But how many reafons may be given againft fuch a fuppo-
fition? Our experience at Saint Peter and Saint Paul en-
abled us to judge what might be expected farther North ;
and upon that ground, we had reafon to doubt, whether
the continents might not in winter be even joined by the
ice; and this agreed with the ftories we heard in Kamt{-
chatka, that on the Siberian coaft, they go out from the
fhore in winter, upon the ice, to greater diftances than the
breadth of the fea is, in fome parts, from one continent to
the other.

In the depofitions referred to above, the following remark-
able circumftance is related. Speaking of the land feen
from the Tichukotikoi Nofs, it is faid, ¢ that in fummer
time they fail in one day to the land in baidares, a fort of
veflel conftruéted of whale-bone, and covered with feal-
ikins; and in winter time, going {wift with rein-deer, the
journey may likewife be made in a day.” A {fufficient

proof,
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proof, that the two countries were ufually joined together
by the ice.

The account given by Mr. Muller, of one of the expedi-

tions undertaken to difcover a fuppofed ifland in the Frozen
Sea, is fdll more remarkable. ¢ In the year 1714, a new

expedition was prepared from Jakutzk, for the fame
place, under the command of Alexei Markoff, who was
to fail from the mouth of the Jana; and if the Schiriki
were not fit for {ea voyages, he was to conftrudt, at a pro-
per place, veflels fit for profecuting the difcoveries with-
out danger.

- ¢ On his arrival at Uft-janfkoe Simovie, the port at which
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he was to embark, he fent an account, dated February 2,
1715, to the Chancery of Jakutzk, mentioning that it
was impoflible to navigate the fea, as it was continually
frozen, both in fummer and winter; and that, confe-

‘quently, the intended expedition was no otherwife to be

carried on, but with fledges drawn by dogs. In this man-

' ner he accordingly fet out, with nine perfons, on the

roth of March the {fame year, and returned on the 3d of
April, to Uft-janfkoe Simovie. The account of his jour-
ney is as follows: that he went feven days, as faft as
his dogs could draw him (which, in good ways and wea-
ther, is eighty or a hundred werfts in a day) direétly to-
ward the North, upon the ice, without difcovering any
ifland : that it had not been poflible for him to proceed
any farther, the ice rifing there in the fea like mountains:
that he had climbed to the top of fome of them, whence
he was able to fee to a great diftance round about him,
but could difcern no appearance of land : and that, at laft,
wanting food for his dogs, many of them died, which
obliged him to return.”

VouL. IIL. N n Befides
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Befides thefe arguments, which proceed upon an admif-
fion of the hypothefis, that the ice in thofe feas comes from
the rivers, there are others which give great room to fuf-
pect the truth of the hypothefis itfelf. Captain Cook, whofe
opinion refpecting the formation of ice had formerly coin-
cided with that of the theorifts we are now controverting,
found abundant reafon, in the prefent voyage, for changing

his fentiments. We found the coaft of each continent to

be low, the foundings gradually decreafing toward them,
and a ftriking refemblance between the two; which, toge-
ther with the defcription Mr. Hearne gives of the copper-
mine river, afford reafon to conjecture, that whatever rivers

may empty themfelves into the Frozen Sea, from the Ame-

rican continent, are of the fame nature with thofe on the
Afiatic fide ; which are reprefented to be {o thallow at the
entrance, as to admit only {mall veflels ; whereas the ice we
have {een, rifes above the level of the fea to a height equal
to the depth of thofe rivers; fo that its entire height muft
be at leaft ten times greater.

The curious reader will alfo, in this place, be led naturally
to reflect on another circumftance, which appears very in-
compatible with the opinion of thofe who imagine land to
be neceffary for the formation of ice; I mean the different
ftate of the {ea about Spitibergen, and to the North of Beer-
ing’s Strait. It is incumbent on them to explain how it
comes to pafs, that in the former quarter, and in the vicinity
of much known land, the navigator annually penetrates to
near 8o North latitude ; whereas, on the other fide, his ut-
moft efforts have not been able to carry’him beyond 71°;
where, moreover, the continents diverge nearly Eaft and
Weft, and where there is no land yet known to exift near
the pole. For the farther fatisfaction of the reader on this

point,
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pointy I fhall beg leave to refer him to Obfervations made
during a voyage round the world, by Dr. Forfter, where he
will find the queftion of the formation of ice, fully and fa-
tisfaltorily difcufled, and the probability of open polar feas
difproved by a variety of powerful arguments.

I fhall conclude thefe remarks with a thort comparative
view of the progrefs we made to the Northward, at the two
different feafons we were engaged in that purfuit, together
with a few general obfervations relative to the fea, and the
coalt of the two continents, which lie to the North of Beer-
ing’s Strait.

It may be obferved, that in the year 1778, we did not
meet with the ice, till we advanced to the latitude of 70’
on Auguft 17th; and that then we found it in compact
bodies, extending as far as the eye could reach, and of
which a part or the whole was moveable, fince, by its drift-
ing down upon us, we narrowly efcaped being hemmed in
between it and the land. After experiencing both how
fruitlefs and dangerous it would be to attempt to penetrate
farther North, between the ice and the land, we ftood over
toward the Afiatic fide, between the latitude 69° and 70°, fre-
quently encountering, in this traét, large and extenfive fields
of ice ; and though, by reafon of the fogs, and thicknefs of
the weather, we were not able abfolutely and entirely to
trace a connected line of it acrofs, yet we were {ure to meet
with it before we reached the latitude of 70° whenever we
attempted to ftand to the Northward. On the 26th of Au-
guft, in latitude 691°, and longitude 184°, we were obftructed
by it in fuch quantities, as made it impoffible for us to pafs
either to the North or Weft, and obliged us to run along the
edge of it to the South South Weft, till we faw land, which
we afterward found to be the coaft of Afia. With the fea-
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i779.  lon thus far advanced, the weather fetting in with {fnow and
I, fleet, and other figns of approaching winter, we abandoned
our enterprize for that time.
In this fecond attempt, we could do little more than con-
- firm the obfervations we had made in the firft ; for we were
never able to approach the continent of Afia higher than the
latitude of 67°, nor that of America in any parts, excepting
a few leagues between the latitude of 68° and 68° 20’, that
were not feen the laft year. We were now obitructed by
ice 3° lower, and our endeavours to pufh farther to the
Northward, were principally confined to the mid-fpace be-
tween the two coafts. We penetrated near 3° farther on the
American fide than on the Afiatic, meeting with the ice
both years {ooner, and in greater quantities, on the latter
coaft. As we advanced North, we {till found the ice more
compaét and folid; yet as, in our different traverfes from
fide to fide, we paffed over {fpaces which had before been
covered with it, we conjectured, that moft of what we faw
was moveable. Its height, on a medium, we took to be
from eight to ten feet, and that of the higheft to have been
fixteen or eighteen. We again tried the currents twice, and
found them unequal, but never to exceed one mile an hour.
By comparing the reckoning with the obfervations, we alfo
found the current to fet different ways, yet more from the
South Weft than any other quarter; but whatever their di-
rection might be, their effect was fo trifling, that no conclu-
fions, refpeéting the exiftence of any paflage to the North-
ward, could be drawn from them. We found the month of
July to be infinitely colder than that of Auguft. The ther-
mometer in July was once at 28°, and very commonly at 30°3
whereas the laft year, in Auguft, it was very rare to have it
fo low as the freezing point. In both feafons, we had fome
high
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high winds, all of which came from the South Weft. We
were fubjeét to fogs, whenever the wind was moderate,
from whatever quarter, but they attended Southerly winds
more conftantly than contrary ones.

The ftraits, between the two continents, at their neareft
approach, in latitude 66°, were afcertained to be thirteen
leagues, beyond which they diverge to North Eaft by Eaft
and Weft North Weit; and in latitude 69°, they become 14°
of longitude, or about one hundred leagues, afunder. A
great fimilarity is obfervable in the appearance of the two
countries, to the Northward of the ftraits. Both are defti-
tute of wood. The ihores are low, with mountains rifing
to a great height farther up the country. The depth of
water in the mid-way between them, was twenty-nine
and thirty fathoms, decreafing gradually as we approached
either continent, with the difference of being fomewhat
thoaler on the American than on the Afiatic coaft, at the
fame diftance from land. The bottom, in the middle, was
a foft {limy mud ; and on drawing near to either fhore, a
brown fand, intermixed with {fmall fragments of bones, and
a few thells. We obferved but little tide or current; what
there was, came from the Weftward.

But it is now time to refume the narrative of our voyage,
which was broken off on the 31ft of July, on which day at
noon we had advanced eighteen leagues to the Southward
of the Eaft Cape.

We had light airs from the South Weft, till noon of the
1ft of Auguft, at which time our latitude, by obfervation,
was 64’ 23, longitude 189° 15'; the coaft of Afia extended
from North Welt by Weft to Weft half South, diftant about
twelve leagues; and the land to the Eaftward of Saint Lau-
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coming clear; we {faw the fame land at noon, bearing from
Weit South Weit half Weft to South Eaft, making in a num-
ber of high hummocks, which had the appearance of fe-
parate iflands; the latitude, by obfervation, was 64 g,
longitude 18¢° 28, and depth of water feventeen fathoms.
We did not approach this land {ufficiently near to deter-
mine, whether it was one ifland, or compofed of a clufter
together. Its Wefternmoft part we paffed July 3d, in the
cvening, and then fuppofed to be the ifland of Saint Lau-
rence; the Eafternmoft we ran clofe by in September laft
vear, and this we named Clerke’s Hland, and found it to
confift of a number of high cliffs, joined together by very
low land. Though we miftook, the laft year, thofe diffs
for feparate iflands, till we approached very near the fhore,
I fhould {till conjeCture, that the ifland Saint Laurence was
diftinct from Clerke’s Ifland, fince there appeared a confider-
able fpace between them, where we could not perceive the
fmalleft rifing of ground. In the afterneon, we alfo faw
what bore the appearance of a fmall ifland, to the North
Eaft of the land which was feen at noon, and which, from
the hazinefs of the weather, we had only fight of ence.
We ettimated its diftance to be nineteen leagues from the
ifland of Saint Laurence, in a North Eaft by Eaft half Eaft
direétion. On the 3d, we had light variable winds, and di~
rected our courfe round the North Weft point of the ifland
of Saint Laurence. On the 4th, at noon, our latitude, by
account, was 64° 8, longitude 188°; the Ifland St. Lau-
rence bearing South one quarter Eaft, diftant fﬂmh;agﬂ-
In the afternoon, a frefh breeze fpringing up from the
Eaft, we fteered to the South South Weft, and foon loft fight
of St. Laurence. On the 7th, at noon, the latitude, bym
fervation, was 59° 38, longitude 183°. In the afternoon, it
fell
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fell calm, and we got a great number of cod in feventy-
eight fathoms of water. The variation was found to be 19’
Eaft. From this time to the 17th, we were making the beft
of our way to the South, without any occurrence worth re-
marking, except that the wind coming from the Weitern
quarter, forced us farther to the Eaftward than we wifhed,
as it was our intention to make Beering’s ifland.

On the 17th, at half paft four in the morning, we faw
land to the North Weit, which we could not approach, the
wind blowing from that quarter. At noon, the latitude, by
obfervation, was 53° 49, longitude 168’ 5’, and variation
10° Eaft. The land in fight bore North by Weft, twelve or
fourteen leagues diftant. This land we take to be the ifland
Mednoi, laid down, in the Ruffian charts, to the South Eaft
of Beering’s Ifland. It is high land, and appeared clear of
fnow. We place it in the latitude 54° 28, longitude 167° 52".
We got no {foundings with one hundred and fifty fathoms
of line.

Captain Clerke was now no longer able to get out of his
bed; he therefore defired, that the officers would receive
their orders from me, and dire¢ted that we thould proceed,
with all {fpeed, to Awat{ka Bay. The wind continuing Weft-
erly, we {tood on to the South, till early on the morning of
the rgth, when, after a few hours rain, it blew from the
Eaftward, and frefhened to a ftrong gale. We accordingly
made the moft of it whilft it lafted, by ftanding to the Weft-
ward, under all the fail we could carry. On the 20th, the
wind fhifting to the South Weft, our courfe was to the Weft
North Weit. At noon, the latitude, by obfervation, was
53° 7', longitude 162° 49'. On the 21ft, at half paft five in
the morning, we faw a very high peaked mountain on the
coaft of Kamtichatka, called Cheepoonikoi Mountain, from
. 1ts
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its lying behind the Nofs, bearing North Weft by North,
twenty-five or thirty leagues diftant. At noon, the coaft
extended from North by Eaft to Weft, with a very great ha-
zinefs upon it, and diftant about twelve leagues. We had
light airs the remaining part of this and the following day,
and got no {foundings with one hundred and forty fathﬂnal %
of line. 3
On the 22d of Auguft, 1770, at nine o'clock in the morn-
ing, departed this life Captain Charles Clerke, in the thirty-
eighth year of his age. He died of a confumption; which
had evidently commenced before he left England, and of
‘which he had lingered during the whole voyage. His very
gradual decay had long made him a melancholy object to
his friends; yet the equanimity with which he bore it, the
conftant flow of good fpirits, which continued to the laft
hour, and a cheerful refignation to his fate, afforded them
fome confolation. It was impoffible not to feel a more than
common degree of compaffion for a perfon, whofe life had
been a continued {cene of thofe difficulties and hardfhips, to
which a feaman’s occupation is fubjeét, and under which
he at laft funk. He was brought up to the Navy from his
earlieft youth, and had been in {everal ations during ‘the
war which began in 1756, particularly in that between the
Bellona and Courageux, where being ftationed in the mizen-
top, he was carried overboard with the maft, but was taken
up without having received any hurt. He was Midfhipman
in the Dolphin, commanded by Commodore Byron, on her

American ftation. In 1768, he made his fecond voyage
round the world, in the Endeavour, as Mafter’s Mate, and
by the promotion, which took place during the expedition,
he returned a Lieutenant. His third voyage round the

world
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world was in the Refolution, of which he was appointed the
Second Lieutenant : and foon after his return, in 1775, he
was promoted to the rank of Mafter and Commander. When
the prefent expedition was ordered to be fitted out, he was
appointed to the Difcovery, to accompany Captain Cook ;
and, by the death of the latter, fucceeded, as has been al-
ready mentioned, to the chief command. ‘

It would be doing his memory extreme injuftice not to
fay, that during the fhort time the expedition was under his
direction, he was moft zealous and anxious for its fuccefs.
His health, about the time the principal command devolved
upon him, began to decline very rapidly, and was every
way unequal to encounter the rigours of a high Northern
climate, But the vigour and activity of his mind had, in no
fhape, fuffered by the decay of his body: and though he
knew, that by delaying his return to a warmer climate, he
was giving up the only chance that remained for his reco-
very, yet, careful and jealous to the laft degree, that a regard
to his own fituation fhould never bias his judgment to the
prejudice of the fervice, he perfevered in the fearch of a paf-
fage, till it was the opinion of every officer in both fhips,
that it was impracticable, and that any farther attempts
would not only be fruitlefs, but dangerous.

Vou. III. Qo C H A P.
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Return to the Harbour of Saint Peter and Saint Paul—
Promotion of Qfficers.— Funeral of Captain Clerke.—Da-
mages of the Difcovery repaired. — Various other Occupa-
tions of the Ships Crews.—Letters from the Commander.—
Supply of Flour and Naval Stores from a Ruflian Galliot.—
Account of an Exile.—Bear-bunting and Fifbing Parties.—
Difgrace of the Serjeant.—Celebration of the King’s Coro~
nation Day, and Vifit from the Commander.—The .S‘erjmnﬁ-
reinflated.— A Ruffian Soldier promoted at our Requefl—
Remarks on the Difcipline of the Ruffian Army.— Church
at Paratounca.— Method of Bear-bunting. —Farther Ae-
count of the Bears and Kamtfchadales.—Infcription to the
Memory of Captain Clerke.—Supply of Cattle—Entertain-
ments on the Emprefs’s Name Day. — Prefent from the
Commander.— Attempt of a Marine to defert.— Work out
of the Bay.— Nautical and Geographical Defcription @é" 4
Awatfka Bay.—dfironomical Tables, and Obfervations. 'ﬂ.
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1779. SENT Mr. Williamfon to acquaint Captain Gore

J:‘:L the death of Captain Clerke, and received a letter from .

Sunday 22. him, ordering me to ufe all my endeavours to keep in com:
pany with the Difcovery; and, in cafe of a feparation, tg
make the beft of my way to the harbour of St. Peter aﬂﬁ'

St. &
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St. Paul, At noon, we were in latitude 53° 8" North, longi-
tude 160° 40" Eaft, with Cheepoonikoi Nofs bearing Wett.
We had light airs in the afternoon, which lafted through
the forenoon of the 23d. At noon, a frefh breeze fpringing
up from the Eaftward, we ftood in for the entrance of Awat-
fka Bay; and at fix in the evening, faw it bearing Weft
North Weit half Weft, diftant five leagues. At eight, the
light-houfe, in which we now found a good light, bore
North Weft by Weft, three miles diftant. The wind about
this time died away ; but the tide being in our favour, we
fent the boats ahead, and towed beyond the narrow parts of
the entrance; and, at one o'clock in the morning of the
24th, the ebb tide fetting againft us, we dropped anchor,
At nine, we weighed, and turned up the bay with light airs,
and the boats ftill ahead till one; when, by the help of a
freth breeze, we anchored, before three in the afternoon,
in the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, with our enfign
half ftaff up, on account of our carrying the body of our
late Captain; and were foon after followed by the Dif-

covery. |
We had no fooner anchored, than our old friend, the
Serjeant, who was ftill the Commander of the place, came
on board with a prefent of berries, intended for our poor
deceafed Captain. He was exceedingly affected when we
told him of his death, and fhewed him the coffin that con-
tained his body. And as it was Captain Clerke’s particular
requeft to be buried on fhore, and, if poffible, in the church
of Paratounca, we took the prefent opportunity of explain-
ing this matter to the Serjeant, and confulting with him
about the proper {teps to be taken on the occafion. Inthe
courfe of our converfation, which, for want of an interpre-
ter, was carried on but imperfectly, we learned that Profef-
Oo 2 for
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for de L'Ile, and feveral Ruffian gentlemen, who died here,
had been buried in the ground near the barracks at the
oftrog of St. Peter and St. Paul’s; and that this place would
be preferable to Paratounca, as the church was to be re-
moved thither the next year. It was therefore determined,
that we fhould wait for the arrival of the Prieft of Para-
tounca, whom the Serjeant advifed us to fend for, as the
only perfon that could fatisfy our inquiries on this fubject.
The Serjeant having, at the fame time, fignified his inten-
tions of fending off an exprefs to the Commander at Bol-
cheretik, to acquaint him with our arrival, Captain Gore
availed himfelf of that occafien of writing him a letter, in
which he requefted that fixteen head of black cattle might
be fent with all poflible expedition. And becaufe the Com-
mander did not underftand any language except his own,
the nature of our requeft was made known to the Serjeant,
who readily undertook to fend, along with our letter, an
explanation of its contents.

We could not help remarking, that, although the country
was much improved in its appearance fince we were laft
here, the Ruflians looked, if poflible, worfe now than they
did then. It is to be owned, they obferved, that this was
alfo the cafe with us; and, as neither party {eemed to like
to be told of their bad looks, we found mutual confolation
in throwing the blame upon the country, whofe green and
lively complexion, we agreed, caft a deadnefs and fallow-
nefs upon our own.

The eruption of the voleano, which was {o violent when
we failed out of the bay, we found had done no damage

here, notwithftanding ftones had fallen at the o/frog, of the

fize of a goofe’s egg. This was all the news we had to in-
quire after, and all they had to tell ; excepting that of the
arrival
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arrival of Sopofnikoff from Oonalafhka, who took charge
of the pacquet Captain Cook had fent to the Admiralty,
and which, it gave us much fatisfaction to find, had been
forwarded.

In the morning of the 25th, Captain Gore made out
the new commiffions, in confequence of Captain Clerke’s
death ; appointing himfelf to the command of the Refo-
lution, and me to the command of the Difcovery ; and Mr.
Lanyan, Mafter’s Mate of the Refolution, who had ferved
in that capacity on board the Adventure in the former
voyage, was promoted to the vacant Lieutenancy. Thefe
promotions produced the following farther arrangements :
Lieutenants Burney and Rickman were removed from the
Difcovery, to be Firft and Second Lieutenants of the Refo-
lution ; and Lieutenant Williamfon was appointed Firft
Lieutenant of the Difcovery. Captain Gore alfo permitted
~ me to take into the Difcovery, four Mid{hipmen, who had

made themfelves ufeful to me in aftronomical calculations,
and whofe affiftance was now particularly neceflary, as we
had no epbemeris for the prefent year. And, that aftro-
nomical obfervations might continue to be made in both
fhips, Mr. Bayly took my place in the Refolution. The
{fame day we were vifited by the Pope Romanoff Verefha-
gen, the worthy Prieft of Paratounca. He exprefled his
forrow at the death of Captain Clerke in a manner that
did honour to his feelings, and confirmed the account given
by the Serjeant, refpecting the intended removal of the
church to the harbour; adding, that the timber was aétu-
ally preparing, but leaving the choice of either place en-
tirely to Captain Gore.

The Difcovery, as has been mentioned, had fuffered great
damage from the ice, particularly on the 23d day of July;
: and
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and having, ever fince, been exceedingly leaky, it was ima-
gined that fome of her timbers had ftarted. Captain Gore
therefore fent the carpenters of the Refolution to affift our
own in repairing her ; and accordingly, the fore-hold being
cleared, to lighten her forward, they were fet to work, to
rip the damaged fheathing from the larboard bow. This
operation difcovered, that three feet of the third ftrake, un-
der the wale, were ftaved, and the timbers within ftarted.
A tent was next erected, for the accommodation of fuch of
our people as were employed on fthore; and a party were
fent a mile into the country, to the Northward of the har-
bour, to fell timber. The obfervatories were erefted at the
Weit end of the village, near a tent, in which Captain Gore
and my{elf took up our abode.

The farther we proceeded in removing the fheathing,

the more we difcovered of the decayed ftate of the thip’s

hull. The next morning, eight feet of a plank in the
wale were found to be fo exceedingly rotten, as to make it
neceflary to thift it. This left us for fome time at a ftand,
as nothing was to be found, in either fhip, wherewith to
replace it, unlefs we chofe to cut up a top-maft; an expe-
dient not to be had recourfe to, till all others failed. The
carpenters were therefore fent on fhore in the afternoon,
in fearch of a tree big enough for the purpofe. Luckily
they found a birch, which I believe was the only one of
{ufficient fize in the whole neighbourhood of the bay, and
which had been fawed down by wus when we were laft
here ; fo that it had the advantage of having lain fome time
to feafon. This was Thaped on the {pot, and brought on

board the next morning.
As the feafon was now fo far advanced, I was fearful left
any delay or hindrance thould arife, on our parts, to Captain
Gore’s

-..r'l-'. i
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Gore’s farther views of difcovery, and therefore gave orders
that no more fheathing fthould be ripped off, than was abfo-
lutely neceffary for repairing the damages fuftained by the
ice. This I did, being apprehenfive of their meeting with

more decayed planks, Which, I judged, had much better

remain in that {tate, than be filled up with green birch,

upon a fuppofition that fuch was to be had. All hands were,,

at prefent, bufily employed in feparate duties, that every
thing might be in readinefs for fea, againft the time our
carpenters fhould have finifhed their work. We fet apart
four men to haul the feine for falmon, which were caught
in great abundance, and found to be of an excellent quality.
After fupplying the immediate wants of both fhips, we
falted down near a hogfhead a day. The invalids, who
were four in number, were employed in gathering greens,
and in cooking for the parties on fhore. Our powder was
alfo landed, in order to be dried ; and the fea-hor{e blubber,
with which both fhips, in our paffage to the North (as has
been before related), had ftored themfielves, was now boil-
ed down for oil, which was become a neceflary article, our

~ candles having long fince been expended. The cooper was

fully engaged in his department: and in this manner were
both fhips companies employed in their f{everal occupa-
tions, till Saturday afternoon, which was given up to all
our men, except the carpenters, for the purpofe of wafh-
ing their linen, and getting their clothes in fome little
order, that they might make a decent appearance on Sun-
day.

In the afternoon of that day, we paid the laft offices to
Captain Clerke. The officers and men of both fhips walked
in proceflion to the grave, whilft the fhips fired minute-
guns ; and the fervice being ended, the marines fired three

vollies.
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vollies. He was interred under a tree, which ftands on

rifing gmund; in the valley to the North fide of the har-

bour, where the hofpital and ftore-houfes are fituated ; Cap-

tain Gore having judged this fituation moft agreeable to the

laft withes of the deceafed, for the reafons above-mention-
ed; and the Prieft of Paratounca having pointed out a fpot
for his grave, which, he faid, would be, as near as he could
guefs, in the centre of the new church. This reverend
Paftor walked in the proceflion, along with the gentleman
who read the fervice ; and all the Ruffians in the garrifon
were affembled, and attended with great refpeét and fo-
lemnity.

On the 30th, the different parties returned to their refpec-
tive employments, as mentioned in the courfe of the pre-
ceding week ; and on the 2d of September, the carpenters
having fhifted the rotten and damaged planks, and re-
paired and caulked the theathing of the larboard bow, pro-
ceeded to rip off the fheathing that had been injured by the
icey, from the ftarboard fide. Here, again, they difcovered
four feet of a plank, in the third ftrake under the wale, fo
ithaken, as to make it neceflary to be replaced. This was
accordingly done, and the fheathing repaired on the 3d.
In the afternoon of the fame day, we got on board fome bal-
laft, unhung the rudder, and fent it on fhore, the lead of
the pintles being found entirely worn away, and a great
part of the fheathing rubbed off. As the carpenters of the
Refolution were not yet wanted, we got this {fet to rights
the next day, but finding the rudder out of all proportion
heavy, even heavier than that of the Refolution, we let it
remain on fhore, in order to dry and lighten.

The fame day, an enfign arrived from Bolcheretik w1r.h
a letter from the Commander to Captain Gore, which we

put
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put into the Serjeant’s hands, and, by his affiftance, were
made to underftand, that orders had been given about the
cattle ; and that they might be expected here in a few days;
and, moreover, that Captain Shmaleff, the prefent Com-
mander, would himfelf pay us a vifit immediately on the
arrival of a floop which was daily expected from Okotzk.
The young officer, who brought the letter, was the fon of
the Captain Lieutenant Synd, who commanded an expedi-
tion on difcovery, between Afia and America, eleven years
ago, and refided at this time at Okotzk #. He informed us,
that he was fent to receive our diretions, and to take care
to get us fupplied with whatever our fervice might require ;
and that he fhould remain with wus, till the Commander
was himfelf able to leave Bolcheretik ; after which he was
to return, that the garrifon there might not be left with-

out an officer.
On the sth, the parties that were on fhore returned
on board, and were employed in fcrubbing the fhip’s bot-

* See all that is known of his voyage, and a Chart of his difcoveries, in Mr. Coxe's
Account of Ruffian Difeoveries between Afia and America. We were not able to learn,
from the Ruffians in Kamtfchatka, a more perfect account of Synd than we now find
is given by Mr. Cpxe ; and yet they feemed difpofed to communicate all that they really
knew. Major Behm could only inform us, in general, that the expedition had mifcar-
ried as to its objeft, and that the commander had fallen under much blame. It ap-
peared evidently, that he had been on the coaft of America to the Southward of Cape
Prince of Wales, between the latitude of 64° and 65°; and it is moft probable, that his
having got too far to the Northward to meet with fea-otters, which the Rullians, in all
their attempts at difcoveries, feem to have principally in view, and his returning
without having made any that promifed commercial advantages, was the caufe of his
difgrace, and of the great contempt with which the Ruffians always fpoke of this officer’s
voyage.

The clufter of iflands, placed in Synd’s chart, between the latitude of 61° and 65°, is
undoubtedly the fame with the ifland, called, by Beering, St. Laurence’s, and thofe we
named Clerke’s, Anderfon’s, and King’s Iflands ; but their proportionate fize, and rela-
tive fituation, are exceedingly erroneous.

NoL. IIL Pp tom,
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tom, and getting in eight tons of fhingle ballaft. We
alio got up two of our guns, that had been ftowed in
the fore-hold, and mounted them on the deck, being
now about to vifit nations, our reception amongft whom
might a good deal depend on the refpeability of our ap-
pearance.

The Refolution hauled on fhore on the 8th, to repair
fome damages, which fhe had alfo received among the ice,
in her cut-water; and our carpenters, in their turn, were
fent to her affiftance.

About this time we began to brew a ftrong decoction
of a {pecies of dwarf-pine that grows here in great abun-
dance, thinking that it might hereafter be ufeful in mak-
ing beer, and that we thould probably be able to procure
fugar or melaffes to ferment with it at Canton. At all
events, 1 was fure it would be ferviceable as a medicine for
the fcurvy ; and was more particularly defirous of fupply-
ing myfelf with as much of it as I could procure, becaufe
moft of the preventatives we had brought out, were either
ufed, or {poiled by keeping. By the time we had prepared
a hogthead of it, the thip’s copper was difcovered to be
very thin, and cracked in many places. This obliged me
to defift, and to give orders, that it fhould be ufed as {pa-
ringly, for the future, as poffible. It might, perhaps, be
an ufeful precaution for thofe who may hereafter be en-
gagedin long voyages of this kind, either to provide them-
felves with a {pare copper, or to {fee that the copper ufually
furnifthed be of the ftrongeft kind. The various extra-
fervices, in which it will be found neceffary to employ them,
and efpecially the important one of making antifcorbutic
decoctions, feem abfolutely to require fome fuch provifion ;
and I thould rather recommend the former, on account of

the
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the additional quantity of fuel that would be confumed in
heating thick coppers.

In the morning of the 1oth, the boats from both fhips
were {ent to tow into the harbour a Ruffian galliot from
Okotzk. She had been thirty-five days on her paflfage, and
had been {een from the light-houfe a fortnight ago, beating
up toward the mouth of the bay. At that time, the crew
had fent their only boat on thore for water, of which they
now began to be in great want; and the wind frefhening,
the boat was loft on its return ; and the galliot, being driven
out to {ea again, had fuffered exceedingly.

There were fifty foldiers in her, with their wives and
children; and feveral other paflengers, befides the crew,
which confifted of twenty-five; fo that they had upward
of an hundred fouls on board. A great number for a
vefiel of eighty tons; and that was alfo heavy laden with
ftores and provifions. Both this galliot, and the {loop we
faw here in May, are built like the Dutch doggers. Soon
after the had come to anchor, we received a vifit from a
Put-parouchick, or Sub-lieutenant, who was a paflenger in
the galliot, and fent to take the command of this place.
Part of the foldiers, we underftood, were alfo defigned to
reinforce the garrifon; and two pieces of fmall cannon
were landed, as an additional defence to the town. It
fhould feem, from thefe circumftances, that our vifit here
had drawn the attention of the Ruflian Commanders in
Siberia, to the defencelefs fituation of the place; and I
was told by the honeft Serjeant, with many fignificant
thrugs, that, as we had found our way into it, other na-
tions might do the fame, fome of whom might not be al-
together {o welcome.

Next morning the Refolution hauled off from the fhore,

Ppz2 having
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having repaired the damages fhe had fuftained by the icej
and, in the courfe of the day, we got from the galliot a
fmall quantity of pitch, tar, cordage, and twine; canvafs
was the only thing we afked for, with which their {canty
ftore did not put it into their power to fupply us. We alfo
received from her an hundred and forty {kins of flour,
amounting to 13,782 pounds Englith, after dedudting five
pounds for the weight of each bag.

We had a conftant courfe of dry weather till this day,
when there came on a heavy rain, accompanied with ftrong
fqualls of wind, which obliged us to ftrike our yards and
topmatfts.

The 12th, being Sunday, was kept as a day of reft; but
the weather unfortunately continuing foul, our men could
not derive the advantage from it we wifhed, by gathering
the berries that grew in great quantities and varieties on the
coaft ; and taking other paftime on fhore. The fame day,
Enfign Synd left us to return to Bolcheretfk with the re-
mainder of the {oldiers that came in the galliot. He had
been our conftant gueft during his ftay. Indeed, we could
not but confider him, on his father’s account, as, in fome
meafure, belonging to us, and entitled, as one of the family
of difcoverers, to a fhare in our affeétions.

We had hitherto admitted the Serjeant to our tables, in
confideration of his being Commander of the place : and,
moreover, becaufe he was a quick, {fenfible man, and com-
prehended, better than any other, the few Ruffian words we
had learned. Enfign Synd had very politely {uffered him
to enjoy the fame privileges during his ftay; but, on the
arrival of the new Commander from Okotzk, the Serjeant,
for fome caufe or other, which we could not learn, fell into
difgrace, and was no longer fuffered to fit down in the com-

pany
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pany of his own officers. It was in vain to think of mak-
ing any attempt to obtain an indulgence, which, though it

would have been highly agreeable to us, was doubtlefs in-

compatible with their difcipline.

On Wednefday we had finifhed the {towage of the holds ;
got on board all our wood and water ; and were ready to put
to fea at a day’s notice. It is however neceflary to obferve,
that though every thing was in this degree of readinefs on
board, the cattle were not yet arrived from Verchnei ; and
as frefh provifions were the moft important article of our
wants, and in a great meafure neceffary for the health of
the men, we could not think of taking our departure with-
out them. We therefore thought this a favourable oppor-
tunity (efpecially as there was an appearance of fine wea-
ther) of taking fome amufement on fhore, and acquiring a
little knowledge of the country. Accordingly, Captain Gore
propofed a party of bear-hunting, which we all very readily
came into.

We did not fet out on this expedition till Friday the 17th,
in order to give a day’s reft to the Hofpodin Ivafkin, a new
acquaintance, that was to be of our party, and who came
down here on Wednefday. This gentleman, who, we un-
derftood, ufually refides at Verchnei, had been defired by
Major Behm to attend us on our return to the harbour, in
order to be our interpreter ; and the accounts we had heard
of him, before his arrival, had excited in us a great cu-
riofity to fee him.

He is of a confiderable family in Ruffia. His father was
a General in the Emprefs’s fervice; and he himfelf, aftex
having received his education partly in France, and partly
in Germany, had been page to the Emprefs Elizabeth, and

an Enfign in her guards. At the age of fixteen he was

knowted,,

203

1770
September

e,

Wednef, 15.

Friday 17,



204

1779
Seprember.
L P

AL CNOO VA GiEA-GT '8

knowted, had his nofe {lit, and was banifhed firft to Siberia
and afterward to Kamtfchatka, where he had now lived
thirty-one years. He was a very tall thin man, with a face
all over furrowed with deep wrinkles ; and bore, in his
whole figure, the {trongeft marks of old age, though he had
fcarcely reached his fifty-fourth year.

To our very great difappointment, he had {o totally for-
gotten both his German and French, as not to be able to
{peak a fentence, nor readily to underftand what was faid to
him, in either of thefe languages. We found ourfelves
thus unfortunately deprived of what we flattered ourfelves
would have turned out a favourable opportunity of getting
farther information relative to this country. We had alfo
promifed ourfelves much pleafure from the hiftory of this
extraordinary man, which he probably would have been
induced to relate to ftrangers, who might perhaps be of
fome little fervice to him, but who could have no induce-
ment to take advantage, from any thing he might fay, to
do him an injury. No one here knew the caufe of his ba-
nifhment ; but they took it for granted, that it muft have
been for fomething very atrocious ; particularly, as two or
three Commanders of Kamtfchatka have endeavoured to
get him recalled, fince the prefent Emprefs’s reign ; but, far
from fucceeding in this, they have not been even able to get
the place of his banifhment changed. He told us, that, for
twenty years, he had not tafted bread, nor had been allowed
fubfiftence of any kind what{oever; but that, during this
period, he had lived among the Kamtichadales, on what his
own activity and toil in the chace had furnifhed. That af-
terward he had a fmall penfion granted ; and that, fince
Major Behm came to the command, his fituation had been
infinitely mended. The notice that worthy man had taken

of
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of him, and his having often invited him to become his
gueft, had been the occafion of others following his exam-
ple ; befides which, he had been the means of getting his
penfion increafed to one hundred roubles a year; which
is the common pay of an Enfign in all parts of the Em-
prefs’s dominions, except in this province, where the pay
of all the officers is double. Major Behm told us, that he
had obtained permiffion to take him to Okotzk, which was
to be the place of his refidence in future; but that he
thould leave him behind for the prefent, on an idea, that
he might, on our return to the bay, be ufeful to us as an
interpreter.

Having given orders to the Firft Lieutenants of both
thips, to let the rigging have {uch a repair as the fupply of
ftores, we had lately received, would permit, we fet out on
our hunting party, under the direftion of the corporal of
the Kamtichadales, intending, before we began to look for
our game, to proceed firaight to the head of Behm’s Har~
bour. It is an inlet on the Weft fide of the bay (which we
had named after that officer, from its being a favourite
place of his, and having been furveyed by himfelf), and
is called by the natives Tareinfka.

In our way toward this harbour, we met the Zo/07 of Saint
Peter and Saint Paul, in a canoe, with his wife and two
children, and another Kamtifchadale. He had killed two
feals upon a round ifland, that lies in the entrance of the
harbour, with which, and a great quantity of berries that
he had gathered, he was returning home. As the wind had
veered to the South Weft, we now changed our route, by
his advice ; and, inftead of going up the harbour, directed
our courfe to the Northward, toward a pool of water that
lies near the mouth of the river Paratounca, and which was

a known
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a known haunt of the bears. We had fcarce landed, when
unfortunately the wind changed to the Eaftward, and a fe-
cond time deftroyed all hopes of coming up with our game;
for the Kamt{chadales afflured us, that it was in vain to ex-
pect to meet with bears, whilflt we were to the windward ;
owing to their being poflfefled of an uncommon acutenefs
in {centing their purfuers, which enabled them, under fuch

- circumftances, to avoid the danger, whilft it is yet at a very

great diftance. We returned therefore to the boat, and
pafled the night on the beach, having brought a tent with
us for that purpofe ; and the next day, by the advice of our
guides, crofled the bay, and went to the head of Rakoweena
Harbour,

Having here fecured the boats, we proceeded with all our
luggage on foot, and, after a walk of five or {ix miles, came
to the fea-fide, a league to the Northward of the Light-
houfe Head. From hence, as far as we could fee toward
Cheepoonikoi Nofs, there is a continued narrow border of
low level ground adjoining to the fea, which is covered
with heath, and produces great. abundance of berries, par-
ticularly thofe called partridge and crow berries. We were
told, we thould not fail to meet with a number of bears,
feeding upon thefe berries; but that the weather being
thowery, was unfavourable for us.

Accordingly, we directed our courfe along this plain ; and
though we {faw feveral bears at a diftance, we could never,
with all our management, contrive to get within fhot of
them. Our diverfion was therefore changed to fpearing of
falmon, which we faw pufhing, in great numbers, through
the furf into a fmall river. I could not help obferving, how
much inferior our Kamtfchadales were at this method of

fithing, to the people at Oonalafhka ; nor were their inftru-
ments,
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ments, although pointed with iron, near fo good for the
purpofe, nor to be compared in neatnefs, to thofe of the
Americans, though pointed only with bone. On inquiring
into the reafon of this inferiority, 1 was informed by the
corporal, who had lived many years amongft the Ameri-
cans, that formerly the Kamtichadales made ufe of the
fame kind of darts and fpears with the Americans, headed
and barbed with bone, and were not lefs dexterous in the
management of them than the latter. - We could not un-
derftand one another {ufficiently for me to learn the caufe
of this change; probably it was one of the not unufual
effects of a forced and imperfet ftate of improvement.
It fell out very opportunely, that the water afforded us a
little prey ; for, befides our ill fuccefs in the chace by land,
we had alfo been difappointed in our expectations of {hoot-
ing wild fowl, on a fupply of which we had in fome mea-
fure depended for our {ubfiftence ; and on its failure, be-
gan to think that we had been full long abfent from head-
quarters.

Our Kamtfchadales now difcovered, that the want of fuc-
cefs, in not meeting with game, was owing to the party
being too large, and to the unavoidable noife that was the
confequence of it. We therefore agreed to feparate ; Iva-
ikin, the corporal, and myfelf, forming one party; Cap-
tain Gore, and the reft of the company, the other,

Accordingly, after pafling the night under our tent, we
fet out on the morning of the 1gth, by different routes,
meaning to take a circuit round the country, and meet at
Saint Peter and Saint Paul. The party to which I belong-
ed, took the courfe of the river, at the mouth of which
we had fifhed for the falmon; and, after being thoroughly
foaked by the heavy rains that fell all the morning, we

You. 111 Q q came
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came about three in the afternoon to fome old ba/agans,
where a Kamtichadale village had been formerly fituated,
without meeting with a fingle bear during the whole of a
long and tedious walk. It was our firft intention to have
remained here all night, in order to have refumed our
chace early the next morning ; but the weather clearing,
and at the {fame time a frefh breeze {pringing up from a
quarter unfavourable to our defigns, the Hofpodin, whom
former fufferings had made very unfit to bear much fa-
tigue, and who feemed, at prefent, more particularly dif-
treffed from having emptied his fnuff-box, began to be
very importunate with us to return home. It was fome
time before the old corporal confented, alleging, that we
were at a great diftance from the harbour; and that, on
account of the badnefs of the way, the night would pro-
bably overtake us before we reached the end of our jour-
ney. At length, however, he yielded to Ivafkin’s intrea-
ties, and conduéted us along the fide of a number of fmall
lakes, with which the flat part of this country feems much
to abound. Thefe lakes are from half a mile to two miles
in length, and about half a mile broad; the water is frefh
and clear, and they are full of a red-coloured fith, re-
fembling, both in fhape and fize, a {mall {almon ; of which
a more particular defcription will be given hereafter. The
banks of thefe lakes were covered with the fragments of
fith that the bears had half eaten, and which caufed an
intolerable ftench. We often came upon the {pots which
the bears had juft left, but were never able even to come
within fight of them.

It was night before we reached the fhips, and we had
then been twelve hours upon our legs. Poor Ivafkin found
himf{elf exceedingly tired and overcome with fatigue; pro-

bably,
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bably, he was more fenfible of it, for want of a {fupply
of fnuff; for, every ftep he took, his hand dived mecha-
nically into his pocket, and drew out his huge empty box.
We had fcarcely got into the tent, when the weather fet
in exceedingly rough and wet. We congratulated our-
felves, that we had not ftayed out another day, the Hof-
podin’s box was replenithed, and we forgot the fatigues
and ill {fuccefs of our expedition over a good fupper.

I was exceedingly forry, on being told the next day, that
our friend the Serjeant had undergone corporal punifh-
ment, during our abfence, by command of the old Puz-
parouchick. None of our people had been able to learn
what was the caufe of his difpleafure; but it was ima-
gined to have arifen from {fome little jealoufy fubfifting be-
tween them, on account of the civility which we had thewn
to the former. However, having every reafon to believe,
that the offence, whatever it might be, did not call for fo
difgraceful a chaftifement, we could not help being both
forry and much provoked at it, as the terms on which we
had lived with him, and the intereft we were known to
take in his affairs, made the affront in fome meafure per-
fonal to ourfelves. For it has not yet been mentioned, that
we had confulted with the late worthy Commander, Major
Behm, who was alfo his friend, by what means we might
be moft likely to fucceed in doing him fome fervice, for
the good order he had kept in the offrog during our ftay,
and for his readinefs, on all occafions, to oblige us. The
Major advifed a letter of recommendation to the Governor
General, which Captain Clerke had accordingly given him,
and which, backed with his own reprefentations, he had
no doubt would get the Serjeant advanced a ftep higher in
his profeflfion,

Qq 2 We

299

1779
September.
h-""\"-"d

Monday ze.



300

1779
September.

L

Wednef. 22,

A YOYAGE ‘TDO

We did not choofe to make any remonftrance on this
fubjet, till the arrival of Captain Shmaleff. Indeed our
inability, from the want of language, to enter into any dif-
cuflion of the bufinefs, made it advifeable to come to this
determination. However, when the Puf-parouchick paid
us his next vifit, we could not help teftifying our chagrin,
by receiving him very coolly.

The 22d, being the anniverfary of his Majefty’s corona-
tion, twenty-one guns were fired, and the hand{fomeft feaft
our fituation would allow of was prepared, in honour of
the day. As we were {itting down to dinner, the arrival of
Captain Shmaleff was announced. This was a moft agree-
able furprize ; in the firft place, becaufe he arrived fo op-
portunely to partake of the good fare and feftivity of the
occafion ; and, in the next, becaufe in our laft accounts of
him, we were given to underftand, that the effects of a fe-
vere illnefs had made him unequal to the journey. We
were glad to find this had been merely an excufe; that, in
fact, he was athamed of coming empty-handed, knowing
we muit be in great want of tea, fugar, &c. &c.; and that
therefore he had deferred his {etting out, in daily expecta-
tion of the {loop from Okotzk ; but having no tidings of
her, and dreading left we fhould fail, without his having
paid us a vifit, he was determined to fet out, though with
nothing better to prefent to us, than apologies for the po-
verty of Bolcheretik. At the {fame time he acquainted us,
that our not having received the fixteen head of black
cattle, we had defired might be fent down, was owing to
the very heavy rains at Verchnei, which had prevented
their fetting out. We made the beft anfwer we were able,
to fo much politenefs and generofity ; and the next day,
on coming on board the Refolution, he was {aluted with

eleven
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eleven guns. Specimens of all our curiofities were pre-
fented to him; and Captain Gore added to them a gold
watch, and a fowling-piece.

The next day he was entertained on board the Difcovery ;
and on the 25th, he took leave of us to return to Bolcheret{k.
He could not be prevailed on to lengthen his vifit, having
fome expectations, as he told us, that the Sub-governor Ge-
neral, who was at this time making a tour through all the
provinces of the Governor General of Jakutzk, might arrive
in the floop that was daily expected from Okotzk. Before
his departure, and without any interference of ours, he re-
inftated the Serjeant in the command of this place, having
determined to take the Pui-parouchick along with him ; at
the {fame time, we underftood that he was highly difpleafed

with him, on account of the punifhment that had been in--

flicted on the Serjeant, and for which there did not appear
to be the {lighteft grounds.

Captain Shmaleff’s great readinefs to give us every pof-
fible proof of his defire to oblige us, encouraged us to afk a
{mall favour, for another of our Kamtichadale friends. It
was to requite an old foldier, whofe houfe had been, at all
times, open to the inferior officers, and who had done
both them, and all the crew, a thoufand good offices. The
Captain moit obligingly complied with our requeft, and
dubbed him (which was all he withed for) a corporal, upon
the {pot; and ordered him to thank the Englifh officers for
his great promotion. It may not here be improper to ob-
{erve, that, in the Ruffian army, the inferior clafs of offi-
cers enjoy a degree of pre-eminence above the private
men, with which we, in our fervice, are in a great meafure
unacquainted. It was no {mall aftonithment to us, to fee
a ferjeant keep up all the ftate, and exact all the refpect,

from
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from all beneath him, belonging to a field officer. It may
be farther remarked, that there are many more gradations
of rank amongft them, than are to be met with in other
countries. Between a ferjeant and a private man, there
are not lefs than four intermediate fteps; and I have no
doubt, but that the advantages arifing from this {yftem are
found to be very confiderable. The {alutary effects of little
fubordinate ranks in our fea-fervice, cannot be queftioned.
It gives rife to great emulation, and the fuperior officers
are enabled to beftow, on almoft every poflible degree of
merit, a reward proportioned to it.

Having been incidentally led into this fubject, I fhall
beg leave to add but one obfervation more, namely, that
the difcipline of the Ruffian army, though at this diftance
from the feat of government, is of the firi¢teft and fe-
vereft kind ; from which even the commiffioned officers
are not exempt. The punifhment of the latter for {fmall
offences is imprifonment, and a bread and water diet. An
Enfign, a good friend of ours at this place, told us, that for
having been concerned in a drunken riot, he was confined
in the black hole for three months, and fed upon bread
and water ; which, he faid, {o fhattered his nerves, that
he had never fince had {pirits for a common convivial
meeting.

I accompanied Captain Shmaleff to the entrance of Awat-
{ka River, and, having bid him farewel, took this opportu-
nity of paying a vifit to the Prieft of Paratounca. On Sun-
day the 26th, I attended him to church. The congregation
confifted of his own family, three Kamtichadale men, and
three boys, who affifted in finging part of the fervice;
the whole of which was performed in a very folemn and
edifying manner. The church is of wood, and by far the

beft
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beft building either in this town, or in that of St. Peter and
St. Paul. It is ornamented with many paintings, particu-
larly with two piétures of St. Peter and St. Paul, prefented
by Beering ; and which, in the real richnefs of their dra-
pery, would carry off the prize from the firft of our Eu-
ropean performances; for all the principal parts of it are
made of thick plates of folid filver, faftened to the canvafs,
and fathioned into the various foldings of the robes with
which the figures were clothed.

The next day, I fet on foot another hunting party, and
put myfelf under the diretion of the Clerk of the parifh,
who was a celebrated bear-hunter. We arrived, by fun-fet,
at the fide of one of the larger lakes. The next ftep was to
conceal ourfelves as much as poffible; and this we were
able to do very effectually, among fome long grafs and
bruth-wood, that grew clofe to the water’s edge. We had
not lain long in ambufh, before we had the pleafure to hear
the growlings of bears in different parts round about us ;
and our expectations were foon gratified, by the fight of
one of them in the water, which {feemed to be fwimming
directly to the place where we lay hid. The moon, at this
time, gave a confiderable light ; and when the animal had
advanced about fifteen yards, three of us fired at it, pretty
nearly at the fame time. The beaft immediately turned
fhort on one fide, and fet up a noife, which could not pro-
perly be called roaring, nor growling, nor yelling, but was
a mixture of all three, and horrible bevond defcription. We
plainly faw that it was feverely wounded, and that with dif-
ficulty it gained the bank, and retreated to fome thick
bufhes at a little diftance. It ftill continued to make the
fame loud and terrible noife ; and though the Kamtfchadales
were perfuaded it was mortally wounded, and could get no

farther,
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farther, yet they thought it moft advifeable not to roufe it
again for the prefent. It was, at this time, paft nine o'clock ;
and the night becoming overcaft, and threatening a change
of weather, we thought it moft prudent to return home,
and defer the gratification of our curiofity till merning,
when we returned to the {pot, and found the bear dead in
the place to which it had been watched. It proved to be a
female, and beyond the common fize. :

As the account of our firft hunting party will be apt to
give the reader a wrong idea of the method in which this
{port is ufually conduéted ; it may not be amifs to add a few
more words on the {fubject ; and which I am the better able
to do fince this laft expedition.

When the natives come to the ground frequented by the
bears, which they contrive to reach about fun-fet, the firft
ftep is to look for their tracks, to examine which are the
frefheft, and the beft fituated with a view to concealment,
and taking aim at the beaft, either as he is pafling by, or
advancing in front, or going from them. Thefe tracks are
found in the greateft numbers, leading from the woods
down to the lakes, and among the long fedgy grafs and
brakes by the edge of the water. The place of ambufcade
being determined upon, the hunters next fix in the ground
the crutches, upon which their firelocks are made to reft,
pointing them in the direction they mean to make their
thot. This done, they kneel or lie down, as the circum-
ftances of the cover require; and, with their bear-{pears by
their fide, wait for their game. Thefe precautions, which
are chiefly taken in order to make fure of their mark, are,
on feveral accounts, highly expedient. For, in the firft
place, ammunition is fo dear at Kamt{chatka, that the price

of a bear will not purchafe more of it than is {ufficient to
load
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Toad a mufquet four or five times ; and, what is more mate-
rial, if the bear be not rendered incapable of purfuit by the
firft fhot, the confequences are often fatal. He immediately
makes toward the place from whence the noife and fmoke
iffue, and attacks his adverfaries with great fury. It is im-
poflible for them to reload, as the animal is {feldom at more
than twelve or fifteen yards diftance, when he is fired at : fo
that, if he does not fall, they immediately put themf{elves
in a pofture to receive him upon their fpears; and their
fafety greatly depends on their giving him a mortal ftab, as
he firft comes upon them. If he parries the thruft (which,
by the extraordinary ftrength and agility of their paws, they
are often enabled to do), and thereby breaks in upon his ad-
verfaries, the confli¢t becomes very unequal, and it is well if
the life of one of the party alone fuffice to pay the forfeit.
There are two {feafons of the year when this diverfion, or
occupation, as it may be rather called, i1s more particularly
dangerous : in the {pring, when the bears firft come forth,
after having fubfifted, as is univerfally afferted here, on
fucking their paws through the winter; and efpecially if
the froft happen to be fevere, and the ice not to be broken
up in the lake at that time, by which means they are de-
prived of their ordinary and expected food. Under thefe
circumfitances, they {foon become exceedingly famifhed, and
fierce and favage in proportion. They will purfue the na-
tives by the {cent; and, as they now prowl about out of
their ufual tracks, frequently come upon them unawares;
and when this happens, as the Kamtfchadales have not the
fmalleft notion of fhooting flying, nor even at an animal
running, or in any way except with their piece on a reft,
the bear-hunters often fall a {acrifice to their hunger. The
Vor. III. Rr other
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other feafon in which it is dangerous to come in their way,
is at the time of their copulation, which is generally about
this time of the year.

An extraordinary inftance of natural affection in thefe
animals hath been already mentioned. The chace affords a
variety of a fimilar nature, and not lefs affecting ; many of
which were related to me. The Kamtichadales derive great
advantage in hunting, from this circamftance. They never
venture to fire upon a young bear, when the mother is near :
for, if the cub drop, fthe becomes enraged to a degree little
thort of madnefs ; and if fhe get fight of the enemy, will
only quit her revenge with her life. On the contrary, if
the dam be fhot, the cubs will not leave her fide, even af-
ter the has been dead a long time; but continue about her,
fhewing, by a variety of affeting actions and geftures,
marks of the deepeft affliction, and thus become an eafy
prey to the hunters.

Nor is the fagacity of the bears, if the Kamtfchadales are
to be credited, lefs extraordinary, or lefs worthy to be re-
marked, than their natural affe¢tion. Of this they have a
thoufand ftories to relate. If{hall content myfelf with men-
tioning one inftance, which the natives {fpeak of as a well-
known fact; and that is, the {tratagem they have recourfe
to, in order to catch the bareins, which are confiderably
too {wift of foot for them. Thefe animals keep together in
large herds; they frequent moftly the low grounds, and:
love to browfe at the feet of rocks and precipices. The
bear hunts them by {cent, till he come in fight; when he
advances warily, keeping above them, and concealing him-
felf amongft the rocks, as he makes his approaches, till he
gets immediately over them, and nigh enough for his pur-

pofe.
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pofe. He then begins to pufh down, with his paws, pieces
of the rock amongft the herd below. This manceuvre is
not followed by any attempt to purfue, until he find he has
maimed one of the flock, upon which a courfe immediately
enfues, that proves {fuccefsful, or otherwife, according to the
hurt the barein has received.

I cannot conclude this digreflion, without obferving, that
the Kamtichadales very thankfully acknowledge their obli-
gations to the bears for what little advancement they have
hitherto made, either in the {ciences or polite arts. They
confefs that they owe to them all their {kill both in phyfic
and furgery ; that by remarking with what herbs thefe ani-
mals rub the wounds they have received, and what they
have recourfe to when fick and languid, they have become
acquainted with moft of the fimples in ufe among them,
either in the way of internal medicine, or external applica-
tion. But what will appear fomewhat more fingular, is,
they acknowledge the bears likewife for their dancing-
mafters. Indeed, the evidence of one’s {fenfes puts this out
of difpute; for the bear-dance of the Kamtichadales is an
exact counterpart of every attitude and gefture peculiar to
this animal, through its various fundctions; and this is the
foundation and ground-work of all their other dances, and
what they value themfelves moft upon.

I returned to the fhips on the 28th, very well pleafed with
my excurfion, as it had afforded me an opportunity of fee-
ing a little more of the country, and of obferving the man-
ners and behaviour of the Kamt{chadales, when freed from
that conftraint, which they evidently lie under in the com-
pany of the Ruffians.

No occurrence worth mentioning took place till the 3oth,
when Captain Gore went to Paratounca, to put up in the
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church there an efcutcheon, prepared by Mr. Webber, with

an infcription upon it, fetting forth Captain Clerke’s age and

rank, and the object of the expedition in which he was en-
gaged at the time of his deceafe. We alfo affixed to the tree,

under which he was buried, a board, with an infcription

upon it to the fame effect.

Before his departure, Captain Gore left orders with me
to get the fhips out of the harbour into the bav, to be in
readinefs to fail. We were prevented from doing this, by
a violent gale of wind, which lafted the whole day of the
firt of October. However, on the 2d, both fhips warped
out of the harbour, clear of the narrow paflage, and came
to anchor in feven fathoms, a quarter of a mile from the
oflrog.

The day before we went out of the harbour, the cattle
arrived from Verchnei; and, that the men might receive the
full benefit of this capital and much-longed-for fupply, by
confuming it freth, Captain Gore came to a determination:
of ftaying five or {ix days longer. Nor was this time idly
employved. The boats, pumps, fails, and rigging, of both
thips, thereby received an additional repair. And Captain
Gore, fparing me fome molofles, and the ufe of the Refolu-
tion’s copper, [ was enabled to brew a fortnight’s beer for
the crew, and to make a farther provifion of ten puncheons
of ftrong fpruce eflence. The prefent {fupply was the more
acceptable, as our laft cafk of {pirits, except a fmall quan-
tity left in referve for cafes of neceflity, was now ferving
out.

The 3d was the name-day of the Emprefs; and we could
want no inducement to fthew it every poflible refpect. Ac-
cordingly Captain Gore invited the Prieft of Paratounca,

Ivafkin, and the Serjeant, to dinner; and an entertainment
was
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was alfo provided for the inferior officers of the garrifon,
for the two Zoions of Paratounca, and St. Peter and St. Paul,
and for the other better fort of Kamt{chadale inhabitants.
‘The reft of the natives, of every defcription, were invited to
partake with the fhips companies, who had a pound of
good fat beef ferved out to each man; and what remained
of our {pirits was made into grog, and divided amongit
them. A falute of twenty-one guns was fired at the ufual
hour; and the whole was condudted (confidering the part
of her dominions it was in) in a manner not unworthy fo
renowned and magnificent an Emprefs.

On the sth, we received, from Bolcheretik, a frefh {fupply
of tea, fugar, and tobacco. This prefent had met Captain
Shmaleff on his return, and was accompanied by a letter
from him, in which he informed us, that the {loop from
Okotzk had arrived during his abfence, and that Madame
Shmaleff, who was entirely in our interefts, had loft no time
in difpatching a courier, with the few prefents, of which
our acceptance was requefted.

The appearance of foul weather, on the 6th and 7th, pre-
vented our unmeooring ; but on the morning of the 8th, we
failed out toward the mouth of the bay, and hoifted in all
the boats; when the wind, veering to the Southward,
ftopped our farther progrefs, and obliged us to drop anchor
in ten fathoms ; the ¢ffrog bearing due North, half a league
diftant.

The weather being foggy, and the wind from the {fame
quarter during the forenoon of the gth, we continued in
our ftation. At four in the afternoon, we again unmoored;
but whilft we were, with great difficulty, weighing our laft
anchor, I was told that the drummer of the marines had left

the boat, which had juft returned from the village, and
that
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that he was laft {feen with a Kamt{chadale woman, to whom
his mefimates knew he had been much attached, and who
had often been obferved perfuading him to ftay behind.
Though this man had been long ufelefs to us, from a
fwelling 1n his knee, which rendered him lame, yet this
made me the more unwilling he thould be left behind, to
become a miferable burthen, both to the Ruffians and him-
felf. 1therefore got the Serjeant to fend parties of foldiers,
in different direétions, in fearch of him, whilft fome of our
{ailors went to a well-known haunt of his in the neighbour-
hood, where they found him with his woman. On the re-
turn of this party, with our deferter, we weighed, and fol-
lowed the Refolution out of the bay.

Having at length taken our leave of St. Peter and St. Paul,
[ thall conclude this chapter with a particular defcription of
Awatika bay, and the coaft adjoining ; not only becaufe (its
three inlets included) it conftitutes perhaps the moft exten-
five, and fafeft, harbour that has yet been difcovered; but
becaufe it is the only port in this part of the world, capable
of admitting fhips of any confiderable burthen. The term
Bay, indeed, is perhaps not applicable, properly {peaking,
to a place fo well theltered as Awatfka; but then it muit be
obferved, that from the loofe, undiftinguifhing manner, in
which navigators have denominated certain fituations of fea
and land, with refpect to each other, bays, roads, founds,
harbours, &c. we have no defined and determinate ideas
affixed to thefe words, fufficient to warrant us in chang-
ing a popular name, for one that may appear more
proper.

The entrance into this bay, is in 52° 51" North latltude,
and 158° 48" Eaft longitude, and lies in the bight of another
exterior bay, formed by Cheepoonikoi Nofs, to the North,

"~ and
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and Cape Gavareea to the South. ‘The former of thefe
head-lands bears from the latter North Eaft by North, three
quarters Eaft, and is diftant thirty-two leagues. The coatt,
from Cape Gavareea to the entrance of Awat{ka Bay, takes
a direction nearly North, and is eleven leagues in extent.
It confifts of a chain of high, ragged cliffs, with detached
rocks frequently lying off them. This coaft, at a diftance,
prefents, in many parts, an appearance of bays or inlets,
but on a nearer approach, the head-lands were found con-
nected by low ground.

Cheepoonikoi Nofs bears from the entrance of the bay,
Eaft North Eaft a quarter Eaft, and is twenty-five leagues
diftant. On this fide, the fhore is low and flat, with hills
rifing behind, to a confiderable height. In the latitude of
Cape Gavareea, there is an error of twenty-one miles in the
Ruffian charts ; its true latitude being 52° 217.

This ftriking difference of the land on each fide Awatfka
Bay, with their different bearings, are the beft guides to
fteer for ity in coming from the Southward: and, in ap-
proaching it from the Northward, Cheepoonfkoi Nofs will
make itfelf very confpicuous; for it is a high projeéting
head-land, with a confiderable extent of level ground, lower
than the Nofs, uniting it to the continent. It prefents the
fame appearance, whether viewed from the North or South,
and will warn the mariner not to be deceived, in imagining
Awatfka Bay to lie in the bight, which the coaft forms to
the Northward of this Nofs; and which might be the cafe,
from the ftriking refemblance there is between a conical
hill within this bight or bay, and one to the South of Awat-
fka Bay.

I have been thus particular, in giving a minute defcrip-
tion of this coaft, from our own experience of the want of

it.
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it. For had we been furnifthed with a tolerable account of
the form of the coaft, on each fide of Awatika Bay, we
thould, on our firft arrival upon it, have got {fafely within
the bay two days before we did, and thereby have avoided
part of the ftormy weather, which came on when we were
plying off the mouth of the harbour. Befides, from the
prevalence of fogs, in thefe feas, it muft frequently happen,
that an obfervation for afcertaining the latitude cannot be
got; to which we may add, that the deceptive appearances
land makes, when covered with fnow, and when viewed
through an hazy atmofphere, both which circumftances
prevail here during the greateft part of the year, render the
knowledge of a variety of difcriminating objects the more
neceflary.

Should, however, the weather be clear enough to admit
a view of the mountains on the coaft in its neighbourhood,
thefe will ferve to point out the fituation of Awatika Bay,

with a great deal of precifion. For to the South of it are
two high mountains; that which is neareft the bay, is
thaped like a fugar-loaf ; the other, which is farther inland,
does not appear fo high, and is flat at the top. To the
North of the bay, are three very confpicuous mountains ;

the Wefternmoft is, to appearance, the higheft; the next

is the wolcans mountain, which may be known from the

{fmoke that iffues from its top, and likewife from {ome

high table-hills connected with it, and {tretching to the

Northward : thefe two are fomewhat peaked. The third,

and the moft northerly, might perhaps be more properly

called a clufter of mountains, as it prefents to the ﬁght feve-

ral flat tops.

When the navigator has got within the Capes, and mto

the outward bay, a perpendicular head-land, with a light-
houfe
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houife erected upon it, will point out the entrance of the
bay of Awatfka to the Northward. To the Eaftward of this
head-land lie many funken rocks, ftretching into the fea, to
the diftance of two or three miles ; and which will thew
themfelves, if there be but a moderate {ea or fwell. Four
miles to the South of the entrance lies a {mall round ifland,
very diftinguifhable from being principally compofed of
high peinted rocks, with one of them ftrikingly remark-
able, as being much larger, more peaked and perpendicular,
than the reft.

It is no way neceflary to be equally particular in the de-
feription of the bay itfelf, as of its approaches and envi-
rons ; fince no words can give the mariner fo perfect an
idea of ity as the annexed plan. From this it will appear,
that the entrance is at firft near three miles wide, and in
the narroweft part one mile and a half, and four miles long,
in a North North Weit direction. Within the mouth is a
noble bafon of twenty-five miles circuit, with the capacious
harbours of Tareinfka to the Weft, of Rakoweena to the
Eaft, and the {fmall one of St. Peter and St. Paul, where we
lay, to the North. ;

Tareinika harbour is about three miles in breadth, and
twelve in length ; it ftretches to the Eaft South Eaft, and is
feparated from the fea, at the bottom, by a narrow neck of
land. The road into this harbour is perfeétly free from
rocks or fhoals. We had never lefs than {even fathoms
water, as far as our furvey extended; for we were not
able to get to the bottom of the harbour on account of
the ice.

The harbour of Rakoweena would deferve the prefer-
ence over the other two, if its entrance were not impeded
by a fhoal lying in the middle of the channel; which, in

Vou. IIL S I general,
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general, will make it neceffary to warp in, unlefs there be
a leading wind. It is from one mile to half a mile in width,
and three miles long, running at firft in a South Eaft, and
afterward in an Eafterly direction. Its depth is from thir-
teen to three fathoms.

St. Peter and St. Paul’s is one of the moft convenient little
harbours I ever faw. It will hold conveniently half a dozen
{hips, moored head and ftern; and is fit for giving them
any kind of repairs. The South fide is formed by a low
fandy neck, exceedingly narrow, on which the ofrog is
built ; and whofe point may almoft be touched by fhips
going in; having three fathoms water clofe in with it. In
the mid channel, which is no more than two hundred and
feventy-cight feet acrofs, there is fix fathoms and a halfs
the deepeft water within is {feven fathoms; and in every
part over a muddy bottom. We found fome inconvenience
from the toughnefs of the ground, which conitantly broke
the meflenger, and gave us a great deal of trouble in get-
ting up the anchors. There is a watering-place at the
head of the harbour.

The plan will likewife point out the fhoal that is to be
avoided, lying off the Eaftern harbour, as well as the {pit
within the entrance, ftretching from the South Weft fhore ;
and over which there is only three fathoms water. In or-
der to fteer clear of the latter, a {mall ifland, or perhaps it
may rather be called a large detached rock, lying on the
Weft thore of the entrance, is to be fhut in with the land to
the South of it; and, to {teer clear of the former, the Three
Needle Rocks, which lie on the Eaft {hore of the entrance
near the light-houfe head, are to be kept open with the
head-lands (or bluff~heads) that rife to the Northward of the

firft fmall bay, or bending, obfervable on the Eaft fide of
the

il
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the entrance. When arrived to the North of the Nerth
head-land of the Eaftern harbour, the fhoal is pait.

In failing into the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, and
approaching the village, it is neceflary to keep in clofe to
the Eaftern {hore, in order to avoid a {pit, which runs from
the head-land to the South Weft of the town.

Before 1 proceed to give a table of the refult of our af-
tronomical obfervations at this place, it may be proper to
acquaint the Reader, that the time-keeper we had on board
the Refolution, which was an exaét copy of that invented
by Mr. Harrifon, and executed by Mr. Kendal, ftopped on
the 27th of April, a few days before we firft came into
Awatfka Bay. It had been always kept with the moft
fcrupulous care during the voyage, having never been
trufted for a moment into any other hands than thofe of
Captain Cook and mine. No accident could, therefore,
have happened to it, to which we could attribute its ftop-
ping ; nor could it have arifen from the effects of intenfe
cold, as the thermometer was very little below the freezing
point. As foon as the difcovery was made, I confulted with
Captain Clerke, what courfe it was beft to purfue ; whether
to let it remain as it was, entirely ufelefs to us, for the pur-
pofe of fatisfying the curious at home, where it was fure
of being examined by proper judges, or {uffer it to be in-
fpected by a feaman on board, who had ferved a regular
apprenticefhip to a watch-maker in London ; and appeared
fufficiently knowing in the bufinefs, from his fuccefs in
cleaning and repairing feveral watches fince we had been
out. The advantages we had derived from its accuracy
made us extremely unwilling to be deprived of its ufe dur-
ing the remaining part of the voyage ; and that objeét ap-
peared to us of much greater importance than the {mall

St 2 degree
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degree of probability, which we underftood was all that
could be expected, of obtaining any material knowledge
refpecting its mechanifm, by deferring the infpection of it.
At the {fame time, it thould be remembered, that the watch
had already had a fufficient trial, both in the former voy-
age, and during the three years we had now had it on
board, to afcertain its utility. On thefe confiderations, we
took the opportunity of the firft clear day, after our arrival
in Awatfka Bay, of opening the watch, which was done
in the Captain’s cabin, and in our prefence. The watch-
maker found no part of the work broken; but, not being
able to fet it a-going, he proceeded to take off the cock and
balance, and cleaned both the pivot-holes, which he found
very foul, and the reft of the work rather dirty; he alfo
took off the dial-plate ; and, between two teeth of the wheel
that carries the fecond-hand, found a piece of dirt, which
he imagined to be the principal caufe of its ftopping.
Having afterward put the work together, and oiled it as
{paringly as poflible, the watch appeared to go free and
well.

Having received orders the next day to go to Bolcheretik,
the time-keeper was left in the care of Mr. Bayly, to com-~
pare it with his watch and clock, in order to get its rate.
On my return, I was told it had gone for fome days with
tolerable regularity, lofing only from fifteen to feventeen
feconds a-day, when it ftopped a fecond time. It was again
opened, and the caufe of its {ftopping appeared to be owing
to the man having put fome part of the work badly to-
gether when he firft opened it. Being again adjufted, it was
found to gain above a minute a day; and, in the attempt
to alter the regulator and balance-fpring, he broke the
latter. He afterward made a new fpring ; but the watch

now
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now went {o irregularly, that we made no farther ufe of it.
The poor fellow was not lefs chagrined than we were, at
our bad {uccefs ; which, however, 1 am convinced was more
owing to the miferable tools he was obliged to work with,
and the ftiffnefs his hands had contracted from his ordinary
occupation, than to his want of fkill.

For the fatisfaction of thofe who may wifh to have a
general view of its rate of going, I have added the follow-
ing table.

The firft and fecond columns contain the dates when,
and the names of the places where, its rate was obferved.
The third column contains the daily error of its rate, fo
found from mean time. The fourth column has the lon-
gitude of each place, according to the Greenwich rate ; that
is, calculated on a fuppofition that the time-keeper had not
varied its rate from the time it left Greenwich. But as we
had frequent opportunities of afcertaining the variation of
its daily error, or finding its new rate, the fifth column
has the longitude according to its laft rate, calculated from
the true longitude of the place laft departed from. The
fixth is the true longitude of the place deduced from aiftro-
nomical obfervations made by ourfelves, and compared
with thofe made by others, whenever fuch could be ob-
tained. The feventh column thews the difference between
the fourth column and the fixth in {fpace; and the eighth
the fame difference in time. The ninth thews the number
of months and days in which the error, thus determined,
had been accumulating. The difference between the fifth
and fixth columns is found in the tenth, and thews the er-
ror of the time-keeper, according to its rate laft found, in
fpace; and the eleventh, the fame error in time. The
twelfth contains the time elapfed in failing from the place

where
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where the rate was laft taken, to the place whofe longitude
is laft determined. The thirteenth and fourteenth contain
the ftate of the air at the time of each obfervation.

As perfons, unaccuftomed to calculations of this fort,
may find fome difficulty in comprehending the nature of
the table, the two following inftances will more clearly ex-
plain it,

Thus, on the 24th O¢tober, 1776 (firft column), at the
Cape of Good Hope (fecond column), we found the daily
error in the rate of its going, to be 27,26 (third column.
The longitude of that place, calculated on a fuppofition that
the rate of the time-keeper had continued the fame from
the time of our leaving Greenwich, that is, had a regular

~ daily error of 17,21, is found to be 18° 26’ 307 Eaft (fourth

column). And as its rate at Greenwich is, in this inftance,
its lateft rate, the longitude thus found is the fame (fifth
column). The true longitude of the place is 18" 23 157
(fixth column). From whence it appears, that in our run
from Greenwich to the Cape, the watch would have led us
into an error only of 3 15” ({feventh column), or three
miles one quarter; or had varied 13” of time (eighth co-
lumn), in four months twenty-three days (ninth column),
the period between our leaving Greenwich and our arrival
at the Cape. As the Greenwich is the lateft error, the
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth columns will be the {ame with
the feventh and ninth.

But, on the 22d of February, 1777 (firft column), at
Queen Charlotte’s Sound, New Zealand (fecond column),
the daily error of its rate was found to be 27,91 (third co-
lumn). The longitude of this place, according to the Green-
wich rate, is 175° 25’ (fourth column). But having found,
at the Cape, that it had altered its rate from a daily error of

17521,
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1”521 to 27,26 the longitude corrected by this new rate is
found to be 174° 54" 23" (fifth column). The true longi-
tude of the place being 174" 23" 31" (fixth column) ; it ap-
pears, that, in our run from Greenwich to New Zealand,
the error would have been only 1° 1’ 29" ({feventh column),
or fixty-one miles and a half, even if we had not had an
opportunity of correcting its daily error; or, in other words,
that the watch had varied 4" 57,3 (eighth column), in nine
months four days (ninth column). But the longitude as
given by its new rate, leaves an error of only 30" 54" (tenth
column), near thirty-one miles, or, in time, 2" 37,6 (ele-
venth column) ; which has been accumulating during our
run from the Cape to New Zealand, or in four months,
nine days (twelfth column). The thirteenth and four-
teenth columns require no explanation.

TABLE
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Fror this view of the time-keeper it appears, that, for
near two years, it altered its rate very inconfiderably, and
therefore, that its error, according to the Greenwich rate,
if we had had no opportunities of correcting it, would have
amounted only to 23°. That afterward, at King George's
Sound, or Nootka, it was found to have varied exceedingly ;
of courfe, the longitude, by its Greenwich rate, was be-
coming confiderably erroneous. About this time, it thould
be remarked, the thermometer was varying from 65° to 41°.
The greateft alteration we ever obferved in the watch was,
during the three weeks we were cruizing to the North ; in
which interval, it gave the longitude of the Eaft Cape with
a difference of twenty-eight miles. I have marked the
longitude of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, as given by the
time-keeper, notwithftanding it ftopped a few days before
we arrived there; this I was enabled to do, from com-
paring the longitude it gave the day before it ftopped, with
that given by Mr. Bayly’s watch, and allowing for the error
of the latter. |

The ufe of fo accurate a meafure of time is fufficiently
evident, from its furnifthing in itfelf the means of approx-
imating to the longitude at fea, as may be feen in the above
table. But, befides this, we were enabled, by the {fame
means, to give a degree of accuracy to the lunar obferva-
tions, which they cannot otherwife pretend to ; and, at the
fame time, by reducing a number of thofe obfervations to
one time, obtain refults approaching {ftill nearer the truth.
In furveying coafts, and afcertaining the true pofitions of
capes and head-lands, it reaches the utmoft degree of prac-
tical exaétnefs. On the other hand, it is to be obferved, that
lunar obfervations, in their turn, are abfolutely neceflary, in
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order to reap the greateft poflible advantages from the time-
keeper; fince, by afcertaining the true longitude of places,
they difcover the error of its rate. The original obferva-
tions, that were made in the courfe of this voyage, have
been publifhed by order of the board of longitude, and to
thofe I muit refer the reader, for his further information
on this fubjedt.

N. B. The obfervatories were placed on the Weft fide of
the village of Saint Peter and Saint Paul.

Latitude deduced from meridian zenith

diftances of the fun, and of five ftars

to the South, and five to the North of

the zenith - - - 53° o 38" North.
Longitude deduced from one hundred

and forty-fix fets of lunar obferva-

tions - - - - 158 43 16 Eaft,
Longitude by time-keeper, according

to its Greenwich rate - - 173 36 o
Longitude by time-keeper, according

to its rate found at Owhyhee - 159 20 O

Variation of the compafs, by azimuths

taken with three compafles, made by

Knight, Gregory, and Martin - 6 18 40 Eaft.
Dip of the North pole of the mag-

netic needle, being a mean of the

obfervations taken in June and Sep-

tember - - - 63 5 o

It was high water, on the full and change of the moon,
at thirty-fix minutes paft four, and the greateft rife was
five
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ghtm.qhﬁ The tides were very regular every 03:3;@

> hours. On the coaft, near the bay, the flood :
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General Account of Kamtfchatka. — Geograpbical Deferip-
tion.—Rivers.—Soil.— Climate,— Volcanos.— Hot Springs.
—Productions.—Vegetables.— Animals.—Birds.—Fi/b.

7 AMTSCHATKA is the name of a peninfula fituated
on the Eaftern coaft of Afia, running nearly North
and South, from 52° to 61° North latitude ; the longitude
of its Southern extremity being 156° 45" Eaft. The ifthmus,
which joins it to the continent on the North,lies between the
Gulf of Olutorfk and the Gulf of Penfhinfk. Its Southern
extremity is Cape Lopatka, a word fignifying the blade-
bone of a man, and is fo called from its fuppofed refem-
blance to it. ‘The fhape of the whole peninfula is not un-
like that of a fhoe, widening from the toe (which we may
{fuppofe to be Cape Lopatka) toward the middle, and nar-
rowing again toward the heel, the neck of land above-men-
tioned connecting it with the continent. Its greateft breadth
is from the mouth of the river Tigil to that of Kamt{chatka,
and is computed to be two hundred and thirty-fix miles,
from whence it narrows very gradually toward each extre-
mity.
It is bounded on the North by the country of the Ko-

riacks; to the South and Eaft, by the North Pacific Ocean ;
and
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and to the Weft, by the fea of Okotzk. A chain of high
mountains ftretches the whole length of the country, from
North to South, dividing it nearly into two equal parts,
from whence a great number of rivers take their rife, and
empty themielves, on each fide, into the Pacific Ocean and
the fea of Okotzk.

There are three rivers of much greater magnitude than
the reft ; the Bolchoireka, or great river, {o called from &o/-
choia, which fignifies great, and reka, a river; the river
Kamtfchatka, and the Awatfka. The firft empties itfelf
into the fea of Okotzk, and is navigable, for the Ruffian
galliots, upward of five leagues from its mouth, or within
nine miles of Bolcheretik, a town f{ituated at the conflux

‘of the Goltfoffka and the Biftraia, which here lofe them-

{elves in the Bolchoireka. The Biftraia itfelf is no incon-
fiderable river. It derives its fource from the fame moun-
tain with the river Kamtf{chatka, and, by taking a diret
contrary courfe, affords the Kamti{chadales the means of
tranfporting their goods by water, in fmall canoes, almoft
acrofs the whole peninfula. The river Kamt{chatka, after
maintaining a courfe of near three hundred miles from
South to North, winds round to the Eaftward, in which
direction it empties itfelf into the ocean, a little to the
Southward of Kamtfchatkoi Nofs. Near the mouth of the
Kamtfchatka, to the North Weft, lies the great lake called
Nerpitfch, from nerpi, a Kamtfchadale word, fignifying a
feal, with which this lake abounds. About twenty miles
up the river, reckoning from the mouth of the lake, is
a fort called Nifhnei Kamtfchatka o/r02, where the Ruf-
fians have built an hofpital and barracks, and which,
we were informed, is become the principal mart in this
country. ;

The
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The river Awatfka arifes from the mountains fituated
between the Bolchoireka and the Biftraia, and running,
from North Weft to South Eaft, a courfe of one hundred

miles, falls into the bay of Awatfka. The Tigil is like-

wife a river of confiderable fize, rifing amidf{t fome very
high mountains, which lie under the fame parallel with
Kamtfchatkoi Nofs, and, running in an even courfe from
South Eaft to North Weft, falls into the fea of Okotzk. All
the other rivers of this peninfula, which are almoft infi-
nite in number, are too fmall to deferve a particular enu-
meration.

If I may judge of the foil, from what I faw of its vege-
table productions, I fhould not hefitate in pronouncing it
barren in the extreme. Neither in the neighbourhood of
the bay, nor in the country I traverfed on my journey to
Bolcheretfk, nor in any of our hunting expeditions, did
I ever meet with the fmalleft {pot of ground that refem-
bled what in England is called a good green turf; or that
feemed as if it could be turned to any advantage, either in
the way of pafturage, or other mode of cultivation. The
face of the country in general was thinly covered with
{tunted trees, having a bottom of mofs, mixed with low
weak heath. The whole bore a more ftriking refemblance
to Newfoundland, than to any other part of the world I
had ever feen.

It muft however be obferved, that I faw at Paratounca
three or four ftacks of {weet and very fine-looking hay;
and Major Behm informed me, that many parts of the
peninfula, particularly the banks of the river Kamt{chatka
and the Biftraia, produce grafs of great height and ftrength,
which they cut twice in the fummer; and that the hay is
of a fucculent quality, and particularly well adapted to the

. fattening
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fattening of cattle. Indeed it fhould appear, from the fize
and fatnefs of the thirty-fix head that were fent down to
us from the Verchnei gffrog, and which, we were told, were
bred and fattened in the neighbourhood, that they muft
have had the advantage of both good paftures and mea-
dows. For it is worth our notice, that the firft fupply we
received, confifting of twenty, came to us juft at the clofe
of the winter, and before the fnow was off the ground, and
therefore probably had tafted nothing but hay for the feven
preceding months. And this agrees with what is related by
Krafcheninikoff, that there is no part of the country equal
in fertility to that which borders on the River Kamt{chatka ;
and that to the North and South it is much inferior both in
point of foil and climate. He relates, that repeated experi-
ments have been made in the culture of oats, barley, and
rye, in different quarters near this river, which have gene-
rally fucceeded ; that, in particular, fome perfons belong-
ing to the convent of Jakutzk, who had fettled in that part
of the country, had fown barley there, which had yielded
an extraordinary increafe; and he has no doubt but that
wheat, in many parts, particularly near the fource of the
Biftraia and Kamt{chatka, would grow as well as in the ge-
nerality of countries fituated in the fame latitude. Perhaps
the fuperior fertility of the country here {poken of may, in
a great meafure, be accounted for, from its lying in that
part of the peninfula, which is by much the wideft, and
confequently fartheft removed from the fea, on each fide,
The moift chilling fogs, and drizzling weather, which pre-
vail almoft perpetually along the coaft, muft neceffarily
render the parts adjacent very unfit for all the purpofes of

agriculture.
It is natural to fuppofe, that the feverity of the climate
muit
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muft be in due proportion to the general fterility of the foil,
of which it is probably the caufe. The firft time we {faw this
country was in the beginning of May, 1779, when the whole
face of it was covered with fnow, from fix to eight feet deep.
On the 6th, we had fnow, with the wind from the North
Eaft. On the 8th of May, at noon, the thermometer ftood
at 32°; and, the fame day, fome of our men were fent on
fhore to try to cut wood ; but the fnow was ftill fo deep on
the ground, as to render all their attempts fruitlefs. Nor
was it found practicable to proceed in this neceffary bufi-
nefs, with all the efforts of a very ftout party, till the 12th,
at which time, the thaw began to advance gradually. The
fides of the hills were now in fome places free from fhow ;
and, by the beginning of June, it was generally melted from
the low lands. Onthe 15th of June, the day we failed out of
the harbour, the thermometer had never rifen higher than
58°, nor the barometer than 30° o4". The winds blew almoft
invariably from the Eaftward during our ftay, and the
South Eaft was more prevalent than any other.

On our return, the 24th of Auguft, the foliage of the
trees, and all other forts of vegetation, feemed to be in theé
utmoft ftate of perfection. Forthe remainder of this month,
and through September, the weather was very changeable,
but in no refpe¢t fevere. The winds, at the beginning of
the month, were, for the moft part, Eafterly, after which
they got round to the Weft. The, greateft height of the
thermometer was 65°, the loweft 40°. The barometer’s
greateft height 30°; its loweft 29, 3. So that, upon the
whole, during this month, an equal and moderate degree of
temperature prevailed. But at the beginning of October,
the tops of the hills were again covered with new-fallen
fnow, the wind continuing Wefterly.

In
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In computing the feafons, the {pring ought certainly not
to be taken into the account. From the middle of June, to
the middle of September, may be properly faid to conititute
the fummer. O¢tober may be confidered as an autumnal
month ; from thence, till the middle of June, it is perfect
winter, It was toward the end of May that we made our
journey between Bolcheretik and Awatfka, over the {fnow
in fledges.

It is faid that the climate, in the country adjoining to the
river Kamtfchatka, is not lefs ferene and temperate, than in
many parts of Siberia that are under the fame latitude. This
variation is probably owing to the {ame caufes, to which the
{uperior fertility of the foil in thofe parts has been before
attributed. But it is not in the fterility of the ground alone
that the Kamt{chadales feel the unfavourable temperature
of their climate. The uncertainty of the fummer feafon
fometimes prevents their laying up a fufficient ftock of dried
fith for their winter’s provifion, and the moifture of the air
caufes worms to breed in them, which not unfrequently
deftroy the greateft part.

I do not remember that we had either thunder or light-
ning during our {tay, excepting on the night of the eruption
of the woleano ; and, from the account of the inhabitants,
they are very feldom troubled with ftorms of this kind, and
never but in a {light degree. The general {everity of the
winter, as well as the dreadful hurricanes of wind and {now
that feafon brings along with it, cannot be queftioned, from
the fubterraneous habitations the natives are under a necef-
fity of retiring to, for warmth and fecurity. Major Behm
told us, that the cold and inclemency of the winter of 1779
was fuch, that, for feveral weeks, all intercourfe between
the inhabitants was entirely ftopped, every one being afraid

Yo, IIl. Uu to
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to ftir even from one houfe to another, for fear of being
froft-bitten. This extraordinary rigour of climate, in fo low
a latitude, may be accounted for, from its being fituated to
the Eaft of an immen{e uncultivated tract of country, and
from the prevalence of the Wefterly winds, blowing over fo
extenfive and cold a continent. The extraordinary violence
and impetuofity of the winds, is attributed to the {ubterra-
neous fires, the {fulphureous exhalations, and the general
volcanic difpofition of the country.

This peninfula abounds in ve/canos, of which only three
have, for fome time paft, been fubject to eruptions. We
have already mentioned that which is fituated in the neigh-
bourhood of Awatfka. Befides this, there are others not
lefs remarkable, according to the account given of them by
Kraicheninikoff.

The volcano of Tolbatchick is fituated on a neck of ground
between the River of Kamtichatka and Tolbatchick. The
mountain, from the fummit of which the eruptions pro-
ceed, is of a confiderable height, and terminates in pointed
rocks. In the beginning of the year 17309, there iffued from
it a whirlwind of flames, which reduced to afthes the forefts
of the neighbouring mountains. This was fucceeded by a
cloud of {fmoke, which {pread over and darkened the whole
country, till it was diffipated by a thower of cinders, that
covered the ground to the diftance of thirty miles. Mr.
Krafcheninikoff, who was at this time on a journey from
Bolchoireka to the Kamtichatka offrog, at no great diftance
from the mountain, relates, that the eruption was preceded
by an alarming found in the woods, which he thought the
forerunner of fome dreadful ftorm or hurricane, till three
fhocks of an earthquake, at about a minute’s interval each,

convinced him of its real caufe; but that he was hin-
dered
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dered from approaching nearer the mountain, by the cin-
ders that fell, and prevented him from proceeding on his
journey. -

The third voleano is on the top of the mountain of Kamt-
fchatka, which is mentioned as by far the higheft in the
peninfula. A thick fmoke never ceafes to afcend from
its fummit, and it has frequent eruptions, of the moft vio-
lent and dreadful kind, {fome of which were much talked
of, and feemed to be frefh in the memories of the Kamt-
fchadales.

The country is likewife faid to contain numerous {prings
of hot water. The only one that I had an opportunity of
feeing was at Natcheekin off7og, and hath been already de-
fcribed. Krafcheninikoff makes mention of feveral others,
and alfo of two very extraordinary pits or wells, at the bot-
tom of which the water is feen to boil as in a caldron, with

prodigious force and impetuofity ; at the fame time a dread-.

ful noife iffues out of them, and fo thick a vapour, that a
man cannot fee through it.

Of the trees which fell under our notice, the principal are
the birch, the poplar, the alder (with the bark of which
they ftain their leather), many {pecies of the willow, but all
fmall ; and two forts of dwarfifh pines or cedars#. One of
thefe grows upon the coaft, creeping along the ground, and
feldom exceeds two feet in height. It was of this fort we
made our effence for beer, and found it excellent for the
purpofe. The other grows on the mountains, to a greater
height, and bears a fmall nut or apple. We were told by
the old Zoion at St. Peter and St. Paul, that Beering, during
the time he lay in that harbour, firft taught them the ufe of

* Krafcheninikoff fays, that the tree here fpoken of, is a dwarf cedar, for that there is

not a pine in the peninfula.
Uu 2 the
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the decoction of thefe pines, and that it had proved a moft
excellent remedy for the {curvy; but, whether from the
great {carcity of fugar, or from what other caufe, we could
not learn, we were forry to find, that it was no longer in ufe
among{t them.

The birch was by far the moft common tree we {faw ; and
of this we remarked three forts. Two of them fit for tim-
ber, and differing only in the texture and colour of the
bark ; the third of a dwarfith kind. ‘This tree is applied to
a great variety of ufes by the inhabitants. The liquor
which, on tapping, it yields in great abundance, they drink
without mixture, or any preparation, as we had frequent
opportunities of obferving, upon our journey to Bolche-
retfk ; and found it, ourfelves, pleafant and refrefhing, but
fomewhat purgative. The bark they convert into veflels,
for almoft all their domeftic and kitchen purpofes; and
it is of the wood of this tree the fledges and canoes are alfo
made *,

The birch, and every other kind of tree in the neigh-
bourhood of the bay, were fmall and ftunted ; and they are
obliged to go many miles up into the country, for wood of
a proper fize to work into canoes, for the principal timbers
of their balagans, and the like ufes.

Befides the trees above mentioned, Krafcheninikoff re-
lates, that the larch grows on the banks of the River Kamtf{-
chatka, and of thofe that fall into it, but nowhere elfe ; and
that there are firs in the neighbourhood of the River Bere-
zowa ; that there is likewife the fervice-tree (padus foliis

* Krafcheninikoff fays, that the natives likewife convert the bark into a pleafant
wholefome food, by ftripping it off whillt it is young and green, and cutting it into
long narrow ftripes, like wermicelli, drying it, and ftewing it afterward along with their
caviar.

annuis) ;
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annuis); and two fpecies of the white-thorn, one bearing a
red, the other a black berry.

Of the fhrub kind, as junipers, the mountain-ath, wild
rofe-trees, and rafberry-bufhes, the country produces great
abundance ; together with a variety of berries ; blue-berries
of two forts, round and oval; partridge-berries; cran-berries;
crow-berries, and black-berries. Thefe the natives gather
at proper feafons, and preferve, by boiling them into a thick
jam, without fugar. They make no inconfiderable part of
their winter provifions, and are ufed as fauce to their dried
and falt fith; of which kind of food they are unqueftion-
ably excellent correctives. They likewife eat them: by them-
felves, in puddings, and various other ways, and make de-
coctions of them for their ordinary liquor. .

We met with feveral wholefome vegetables in a wild ftate,
and in great quantities, fuch as wild celery, angelica, cher-
vil, garlic, and onions. Upon fome few patches of ground
in the vallies, we found excellent turnips, and turnip-
radifhes. Their garden cultivation went no farther; yet
from hence I am led to conclude, that many of the hardy
forts of vegetables (fuch at leaft as pufh their roots down-
ward), like carrots, parfnips, and beet, and perhaps pota-
toes, would thrive tolerably well. Major Behm told me,
that fome other forts of kitchen vegetables had been tried,
but did not anfwver; that neither any of the cabbage or
lettuce kind would ever head ; and that peafe and beans {hot
up very vigorous ftalks, flowered and podded, but the pods
never filled. He likewife told me, that in the experiments
made by himfelf at Bolcheretfk, with different forts of fa-
rinaceous grain, there generally came up a very high and
ftrong blade, which eared, but that the ears never yielded
flour.

This
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1779 This fhort account of the vegetable productions reaches
: s ", tofuch parts of the country only as fell within our notice.
In the neighbourhood of the Kamtfchatka River, where (as
has been obferved) both the {oil and climate is by much the
beft in the whole peninfula, garden culture is attended to,
and probably with great fuccefs, as appears from our having
received, at the fame time with the fecond drove of cattle
from Verchnei, a prefent of cucumbers, of very large fine
turnips, celery, and fome other garden-{tuff, of which I do
not recollect the kinds. .
There are two plants, which, from the great ufe made of
them, merit a particular mention and defcription. The firft
is called by the natives the /aranne ; and by botanifts, Lil-
i Kamifkatienfe flore atro rubente #. 'The ftem is about
the thicknefs of that of the tulip, and grows to the height
of five inches, is of a purple colour toward the bottom, and
green higher up, and hath, growing from it, two tier of
leaves of an oval figure, the lower confifting of three leaves,
the uppermoft of four, in the form of a crofs: from the top
of the ftalk grows a fingle flower, of an exceedingly dark
red colour, in fhape refembling the flower of the narciffus,
only much fmaller: from the centre of the flower, rifes a
{ftyle of a triangular form, and obtufe at the end, which is
furrounded by fix white famina, whofe extremities are yel-
low. The root is of the bulbous kind, and refembles, in
fhape, that of garlic, being much of the fame fize, but
rounder, and having, like that, four or five cloves hanging
together. The plant grows wild, and in confiderable abun-
dance: the women are employed in colleting the roots at
the beginning of Auguft, which are afterward dried in the
fun, and then laid up for ufe. On our fecond arrival, this

* Gmelin, p.41. Steller enumerates five different fpecies of this plant.

harveit
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harveft was juft over, and had fallen much fhort of its ufual
produce. It is a common obfervation, amongit the Kamt-
f{chadales, that the bounty of Providence never fails them,
for that fuch feafons as are moft hurtful to the /faranne, are
always the moit favourable for fithing ; and that, on the
contrary, a bad fithing month is always made up by the ex-
uberance of the /aranne harveft. It is ufed in cookery in
various ways. When roafted in embers, it fupplies the place
of bread, better than any thing the country affords. After
being baked in an oven, and pounded, it becomes an excel-
lent {fubititute for flour and meal of every {ort, and in this
form is mixed in all their foups, and moft of their other
difhes. It is efteemed extremely nourithing ; has a pleafant
bitter tafte, and may be eaten every day without cloying.
We ufed to boil thefe roots, and eat them as potatoes, either
alone, or with our meat, and found them very wholefome
and pleafant. It has been already mentioned, that this ufe-
ful plant grows alfo at Oonalafhka, where the roots of it are
ufed, and conftitute a confiderable part of their food, in like
manner as in Kamt{chatka.

The other plant alluded to is called the fweet grafs; the
botanical defcription is Heracleum Sibericum foliis pinnatis,
foliolis quinis, intermediis feffilibus, corollulis wuniformibus.
Hort. Upfal. 65. The time, I took particular notice of it,
was in May, when it was about a foot and a half high, had
much the appearance of fedge, and was covered with a
white down, or duft, which looked exceedingly like the
hoar-froft hanging upon it, and might be rubbed off: it
tafted as {weet as fugar; but was hot and pungent. The
ftalk is hollow, and confifts of three or four joints; from
each of which arife large leaves, and, when at its full growth,
is fix feet high.

This
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g9 This plant was formerly a principal ingredient in the

\ , cookery of moit of the Kamtichadale difhes; but fince the
Ruflians got pofieffion of the country, it has been almoft
entirely appropriated to the purpofe of diftillation. The
manner in which it is gathered, prepared, and afterward
diftilled, is as follows : having cut fuch ftalks as have leaves
growing on them, of a proper age (the principal ftem, by
the time the plant has attained its full growth, having be-
come too dry for their purpofe), and {craped off with fhells
the downy {ubftance on their furface, they are laid in {mall
heaps, till they begin to {fweat and fmell. On growing dry
again, they put them into facks made of matting; where,
after remaining a few days, they are gradually covered
with a fweet faccharine powder, which exudes from the
hollow of the ftalk, From thirty-fix pounds of the plant,
in this ftate, they obtain no more than a quarter of a pound
of powder. The women, whofe province it is to colleét and
prepare the materials, are obliged to defend their hands
with gloves whilft they are fcraping the ftalks, the rind
they remove being of fo acrid a quality, as to blifter, and
even ulcerate whatever it touches.

The /pirit is drawn from the plant in this ftate by the
following procefs. After fteeping bundles of it in hot water,
they promote its fermentation in a {fmall veflel, by the help
of berries of the gimoloft %, or of the golubit/a 1, being careful
to clofe up well the mouth of the veflel, and to keep it in a
warm place whilit the fermentation is going on, which is
generally fo violent as to occafion a confiderable noife, and
to agitate the veflel in which it is contained. After draw-

* Lonicera pedunculis bifloris, flaribus infundibili formisy baced folitarid, eblongd, angulefi,
L{3mel. Flor. Sib.
t Myrtillus grandis caruleus.

ing
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ing off this firft liquor, they pour on more hot water, and
make a {econd in the fame manner. They then pour both
liquor and herbs into a copper {till, and draw off the {pirit
after the ufual method. The liquor, thus obtained, is of
the ftrength of brandy; and is called by the natives raka.
Two pood (feventy-two pounds) of the plant yield gene-
rally one vedro (twenty-five pints) of raka.

Steller fays, that the {pirit diftilled from this plant, un-
fcraped, is exceedingly prejudicial to the health, and pro-
duces the moft {fudden and terrible nervous effects.

Befides thefe, Krafcheninikoff mentions a variety of other
plants, from whence the inhabitants prepare {feveral decoc-
tions ; and which, being mixed with their fith, make palat-
able and wholefome ragouts. Such as the Zjpri#, with
which is brewed a pleafant common beverage; and, by
boiling this plant and the /fweet berd together, in the pro-
portion of one to five of the latter, and fermenting the
liquor in the ordinary way, is obtained a ftrong and excel-
lent vinegar. The leaves of it are ufed inftead of tea; and
the pith is dried and mixed in many of their difhes; the
morkovai t, which is very like angelica ; the kotkorica |, the
root of which they eat indifferently, green or dried; the
ikoum § 3 the wichichlei ||, which is much eaten with fifh :
with many others.

It is faid, that the Kamt{chadales (before their acquaint-
ance with fire-arms), poifoned their {pears and arrows with
the juice of the root of the 2gate € ; and that wounds in-

* Epilsbium. t Cherephylbum feminibus levibus.
1 Tradefcantia fruitu molli eduls, § Bifforta faliis svatis, oblangis, acuminatis,
| Facabea foliis cannabis.  Steller. § Anemansides et ranunculus,

Vou. III. XX flicted
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flicted by them are equally deftructive to land and marine
animals. The Tichutfki are reported to ufe the {fame drug
for this purpofe at prefent.

I {hall conclude this part of the natural hiftory of Kamt-
fchatka with an account, from the fame author, of three
plants, which furnifh the materials of all their manufac-
tures. The firtt is the triticum radice perenni [fpiculis binis
lanuginofis #, which grows in abundance along the coaft.
Of the ftraw of this grafs they make a ftrong fort of mat-
ting, which they ufe not only for their floors, but for
facks, bed-clothes, curtains, and a variety of other domeftic
purpofes. Of the fame materials they alfo make very neat
little bags and bafkets, of different forms, and for various
ufes.

The plant called bolotnaia, which grows in the marfhes,
and refembles cyperoides, is gathered in the autumn, and
carded like wool, with a comb made of the bones of the fea-
{wallow ; with this, in lieu of linen and woollen clothes,
they fwathe their new-born infants, and ufe it for a cover-
ing next the fkin whilft they are young. It is alfo made into
a kind of wadding, and ufed for the purpofe of giving ad-
ditional warmth to various parts of their clothing,

There remains {till a vulgar and well-known plant,
which, as it contributes more effectually to their fubfiftence
than all the reft put together, muft not be pafled over in
filence. This is the nettle ; which, as the country produces
neither hemp nor flax, fupplies the materials, of which are
made their fithing-nets ; and without which they could not
poffibly fubfift. For this purpofe they cut it down in Au-
guft; and, after hanging it up in bundles in the fhade, un-

* Gmel, Sib, Tom. i. p. 119, Tab, XXV,
der
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der their balagans, the remainder of the fummer, treat it
like hemp. They then {pin it into thread with their fingers,
and twiit it round a {pindle ; after which they twine feve-
ral threads together, according to the different purpofes for
which it may be defigned.

Though there is little doubt but that many parts of this
peninfula would admit of {uch cultivation as might contri-
bute confiderably to the comfort of the inhabitants, yet its
real riches muft always confift in the number of wild ani-
mals it produces; and no labour can ever be turned to fo
good account as what is employed upon their furrieries.
The animals, therefore, which fupply thefe, come next to
be confidered : and thefe are, the common fox ; the ftoat, or
ermine ; the 2ibeline, or {able ; the ifatis, or artic fox ; the
varying hare; the mountain rat, or earlefs marmot; the
weafel ; the glutton, or wolverene ; the argali, or wild theep ;
rein-deer ; bears; wolves; dogs.

The fox # is the moft general objeét of the chace; and
they are found in great numbers, and of variety of colours.
The moft common is the fame in fpecies with the Euro-
pean, with this variation, that the colours are more bright
and fhining ; fome are of a dark chefnut; others are ftriped
with dark-coloured bars; others have the belly black, and
the reft of the body of a light chefnut. Some again are of
a very dark brown ; fome black ; others of a {tone colour;
and there are a few quite white; but thefe laft are very
fcarce. Their fur is exceedingly thick and fine, and of a
quality much fuperior to thofe either of Siberia or Ame-
rica. A variety of artifices are made ufe of by the hun-
ters to catch this animal, which, in all climates, feems to
preferve the fame charalter of craftinefs and cunning.

‘ * Canis vulpes.
Xxe Traps
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Traps of different forts, fome calculated to fall upon them,
others to catch them by the feet, others by the head, are
amongit the moft common; to which may be added, fe-
veral ingenious contrivances for taking them in nets.
Poifoned baits are likewife in ufe; and the nux wvomica
is the drug principally employed for this purpofe. Be-
fore their knowledge of the Ruflians, by which they be-
came acquainted with fire-arms, they alfo carried bows
and arrows to the chace. But fince that period, almoft
every Kamtichadale is provided with a rifle-barrel gun;
and, though far from being dextrous in the ufe of it, its
fuperiority over the former inftruments he is ready to ac-
knowledge.

The {ables # of Kamt{chatka are faid to be confiderably
larger than thofe of Siberia, and their fur much thicker .
and brighter, though not of {fo good a black as thofe in
the neighbourhood of the Olekma and the Vitimef, a
circumitance which depreciates their value much more
than their fuperiority in other refpects enhances it. The
fables of the Tigil and Ouka are counted the beft in Kamt-
{chatka; and a pair of thefe fometimes {ell for thirty rou-
bles (five pounds fterling). The worft are thofe of the
Southern extremity. The apparatus of the fable hunters
confift of a rifle-barrel gun of an exceedingly {mall bore, a
"net, and a few bricks : with the firft they fhoot them when
they fee them on the trees ; the net is to {furround the hol-
low trees in which, when purfued, they take refuge ; and
the bricks are heated, and put into the cavities, in order
to fmoke them out.

* Muyftela zibellina.
t Rivers emptying themfelves into the Lena, near its fource.

I muik
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I muft refer the Reader for an account of the 7fa#is #, or
arctic fox, to Mr. Pennant’s Arétic Zoology, as I never faw
either the animal or the 1kin, which I underftand they fet
no value upon. The varying hare + is alfo neglected/on the
fame account. They are in great abundance; and, as is
always the cafe with this {pecies, turn quite whit¢ during
the winter. Our.fhooting parties {aw {everal of this colour
the beginning of May, but found them fo fhy; that they
were not able to get within gun-fhot.

The mountain-rat, or earlefs marmot 7, is.a beautiful lit-
tle animal, confiderably {fmaller than a {quirrel, and, like it,
feeds upon roots, berries, the cedar-apple, 8&c. which it eats
fitting upon its hind-legs, and holding them up to its mouth
with the paws. Its {kin is much valued by the Kamtfcha-
dales, is both warm and light, and of a bright fhining co-
lour, forming, like the plumage of fome birds, various co-
lours when viewed in different lights.

The ftoat, or ermine §, is here held in no eftimation, and,
confequently, never engages the attention of the hunters,
becaufe, as I have heard, its fur is of an ordinary kind. 1
faw many of thefe little animals running about; and we
bought feveral of their {kins, which were of a bad white,
and of a dirty yellow toward the belly., , The common
weafel || is alfo negleted, and for the fame reafon.

On the contrary, the {kin of the glutton, or wolverene g,
is here in the higheft repute ; infomuch, that a Kamticha-
dale looks upon himfelf as moft richly attired, when a
fmall quantity of this fur is feen upon him. The women
adorn their hair with its pats, which are white, and con-

* Conis lagopus. + Lepus timidus. 1 Mus citellus.
& Muffela erminea. | Muflela nivales, q Usfues Iufeus.
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fidered as an extraordinary piece of finery; and they have
a fupertftitious opinion, that the angels are clad with the
fkins of thofe animals. It is faid, that this creature is eafily
tamed, and taught a number of pleafant tricks #,

Having already had occafion to fpeak, as fully as my own
knowledge enables me, of the bears, and the method of
killing them, I fhall only here obferve, that all thofe I faw
were of a dun brown colour ; that they are generally feen
in companies of four or five together; that the time they
are moft abroad is during the feafon that the fith (which
is their principal food) are pufhing up from the fea into
the rivers, and that they are feldom vifible in the winter
months +.

Their fkins are exceedingly ufeful. They make both
excellent warm matraflfes, and coverings for their beds;
comfortable bonnets and gloves, and good collars for the
dogs harnefs. Their fleth, and particularly the fat, is con-
fidered as great delicacies.

The wolves are only feen in the winter; at which fea-
fon they prowl about, as I was told, in large companies, in
fearch of prev.

There are rein-deer, both wild and tame, in feveral parts
of the peninfula, but none in the neighbourhood of Awat-
{ka. Itis fomewhat fingular, that this nation thould never

* Krafcheninikoff relates, that this fmall animal frequently deftroys deer, and the wild
mountain-fheep, in the following way : they fcatter at the bottom of trees bark and mofs,
which thofe animals are fond of ; and whilft they are picking it up, drop fuddenly upon
them, and faftening behind the head, fuck out their eyes.

+ The Koriacks make ufe of a very fimple method of catching bears. They fufpend,
between the forks of a tree, a running noofe, within which they faften a bait, which the
animal, endeavouring to pull away, is caught fometimes by the neck, and fometimes by
the paw.

have
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have ufed the rein-deer for the purpofes of carriage, in the
fame manner, as their neighbours, both to the North and
the Eaftward. Their dogs, indeed, feem fully fufficient for
all the demands of the natives in their prefent ftate ; and the
breed of Ruffian horfes will, probably, increafe with the fu-
ture necefflities of the country. But when it is recollected,
that the ufe of dogs, in a great meafure, precludes them
from the advantage of bringing up any other domeftic ani-
mals, it will appear the more extraordinary, that they
fhould not have adopted the fervices of an animal fo much
more gentle as well as powerful.

The argali, or wild mountain-fheep #, an animal, I be-
lieve, unknown in Europe (except in Corfica and Sardinia),
is here in great plenty. Its {Kin is like the deer’s, but in
gait and general appearance, it partakes more of the goat.
It has two large twifted horns, fometimes weighing, when
at full growth, from twenty-five to thirty pounds, which,
in running, it refts upon its back. Thefe creatures are ex-
ceedingly nimble and {wift, haunt only the moft craggy
and mountainous parts, and make their way among the
fteepeft rocks with an agility that is aftonithing. The na-
tives work their horns into fpoons, and fmall cups and plat-
ters; and have frequently one of a {fmaller fize hanging to
a belt, which ferves them to drink out of in their hunting
expeditions. This animal is gregarious. I frequently tafted
the flefh of them, and thought it had a very {weet and de-
licate flavour; but never had an opportunity of feecing one
alive. I muft, therefore, refer the Reader for a particular
- defcription of this beautiful animal (for fuch it is faid
to be), to the Memoirs of the Academy of Peterfburg,
Tom. iv. tab. xiii.

* Capra amman, or wild fheep. Ard. Zool, i. p. 12.
I have
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I have already obferved, that the dogs of this country dre,
in thape and mien, exceedingly like the Pomeranian, with
this difference, that they are a great deal larger, and the
hair fomewhat coarfer. They are of a variety of colours;
but the moft general is a light dun, or dirty cream-colour.
Toward the end of May, they are all turned loofe, and left
to provide for themfelves through the fummer, being fure
to return to their refpective homes when the {fnow begins
to fall. Their food, in the winter, confifts entirely of the
head, entrails, and back bones of falmon ; which are put
afide, and dried for that purpofe; and with this diet they
are fed but {paringly. The number of dogs muft needs be
very great, fince five are yoked to a fledge, and a fledge
carries but one perfon; {o that on our journey to Bolche-
retik, we required no fewer than an hundred and thirty-
nine, at the two ftages of Karatchin and Natcheekin. It is
alfo to be remarked, that they never make ufe of bitches
for the draft, nor dogs, but thofe that are cut. The whelps
are trained to this bufinefs, by being tied to ftakes with
light leathern thongs, which are made to ftretch, and hav-
ing their victuals placed at a proper diftance out of their
reach ; fo that, by conftantly pulling and labouring, in or-
der to come at their food, they acquire both the ftrength of
limbs, and the habit of drawing, that are neceflary for their
future deftination.

The coaft and bays of this country are frequented by al-
moft every kind of Northern fea-fowl; and amongft the
reft are the fea-eagles, but not, as at Oonalafhka, in great
numbers. The rivers inland (if I may judge from what I
faw in our journey to Bolcheret{k),are {ftored with numerous
flocks of wild-ducks of various fpecies ; one kind of which,
in particular, has a moft beautiful plumage, and is called,
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by the natives, a-an-gitche, a word intended to exprefs its
cry, which is not lefs fingular than agreeable, confifting of
three diftinct notes, rifing, at equal intervals, above each
other #,

There is another {pecies called the mountain duck t,
which, Steller fays, is peculiar to Kamtfchatka. The drake
is covered with plumage of extraordinary beauty. Befides
thefe, we obferved a variety of other water-fowl, which,
from their fize, feemed to be of the wild-goofe kind.

In the woods through which we pafied, were {feen feveral
eagles of a prodigious fize ; but of what {pecies they were,
I cannot pretend to determine. Thefe are faid to be of
three different forts : the black eagle, with a white head,
tail, and legs { ; of which the eaglets are as white as fnow :
the white eagle, fo called, though, in fact, it is of a light
grey : and the lead, or ftone coloured eagle §, which is the
meoft common ; and probably thofe 1 {faw were of this fort.
Of the hawk, falcon, and buftard kind, there are great
numbers.

This country likewife affords woodcocks, fnipes, and two
forts of groufe, or moor-game. Swans are alfo {aid to be
in great plenty; and, in their entertainments, generally to
make a part of the repaft, though I do not remember to
have feen one on any occafion. The vaft abundance of
wild-fowl, with which the country is ftored, was manifett

* Mr. Steller has made the following feale of its cry:
= T |

?_d_

L

1
a - an - gitche a - an - gitche.

For a further account of this bird, I muft refer the Reader to Kralcheninikoff

Vol. ii. part 4.
+ Anas picta, capite pulchri fafciato.  Steller.
3 Fales lewcocephalus. § Pultur albivlla,

Yor. III. N T from
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e from the numerous prefents we received fmm the Toion of
. ", St. Peter and St. Paul; and which {ometimes confifted of
twenty brace.

We met with no amphibious fea-animals on the coaft,
except {eals, with which the bay of Awatfka {warmed; as
they were, at this time, in purfuit of the {almon that were
collecting in thoals, and ready to afcend the rivers. Some
of them are faid to purfue the fith into the frefh water,
and to be found in moit of the lakes which communicate
with the fea.

The fea-otters # are exactly the fame with thofe we met
with at Nootka Sound, which have been already fully de-
fcribed, and where they are in great plenty. They are alfo
faid to have been formerly in equal abundance here ; but,
fince the Ruflians have opened a trade for their ikins to
China, where they are fold at a price much beyond that of
any other kind of fur, they have been hunted almoit en-
tirely out of the country. Amongft the Kurile iflands they
are {till caught, though in no great numbers ; but are of a
fuperior quality to thofe of Kamtichatka, or the American
coaft.

We are informed, that, on Mednoi and Beering’s Iland,
fcarce a {ea-otter is now to be found; though it appears
from Muller 1, that, in his time, they were exceedingly
plentiful.

The Ruffian voyagers make mention of a great variety
of amphibious fea-animals, which are faid to frequent
thefe coafts : the reafon why we faw no other kinds might
be, that this was the feafon of their migration.

Not having it in my power to treat thefe articles more
fully, I conclude them with the lefs regret, fince the inge-

% Muflela lutris. t Englith tranflation, p. 59. {
JHONS
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nious Mr. Pennant has a work, almoft ready for publica-
tion, intitled 4réfic Zoology ; in which the learned will re-
ceive full information concerning the animals of this pe-
ninfula. This gentleman has very obligingly communi-
cated to me his Catalogue of Ar&tic Animals, with refe-
rences to his Work, and permiffion to infert it. It will be
found at the end of this Chapter; and 1 feel myfelf ex-
tremely happy in laying it before the Reader, and there-
by prefenting him with, what could have been furnithed
from no other quarter, one entire view of Kamt{chadale
zoology. -

Fifh may be confidered as the ftaple article of food with
which Providence hath fupplied the inhabitants of this pe-
ninfula ; who, in general, muift never expect to draw any
confiderable part of their fuftenance either from grain or
cattle. It is true, the foil, as has been remarked, affords
fome good and nourifhing roots, and every part of the
country abounds in berries ; but though thefe alone would
be infufficient for the fupport of the people, yet, at the
fame time, they are neceffary corretives of the putrefcent
quality of their dried fith. In fhort, fifh may, with much
greater juftice, be here called the ftaff of life, than bread
1s in other countries ; fince it appears, that neither the in-
habitants, nor the only domeftic animal they have, the dog,
could exift without it.

Whales are frequently feen, both in the fea of Okotzk,
and on the fide of the Eaftern ocean, and, when caught,
are turned to a variety of ufes. Of the fkin they make the
foles of their thoes, and {traps and thongs for various other
purpofes. The flefh they eat, and the fat is carefully
ftored, both for kitchen wufe, and for their lamps. The
whifkers are found to be the beft materials for fewing to-

Yya gether
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.._?.,,_f::_. of them for the larger kind of fifh ; and with the under
jaw-bones their {ledges are Thod. They likewife work the
bones into knives; and formerly the chains with which
their dogs are tied, were made of that material, though at
prefent iron ones are generally ufed. The inteftines they
clean, then blow and dry like bladders, and it is in thefe
their oil and greafe is ftored ; and of the nerves and veins,
which are both ftrong, and flip readily, they make excel-
lent {nares ; {o that there is no part of the whale which here
does not find its ufe.

From the middle of May, till our departure on the 24th
of June, we caught great quantities of excellent flat fifh,
trout, and herrings. Upward of three hundred of the for-
mer, befides a number of fea-trout, were dragged out at
one haul of the feine, the 15th of May. Thefe flat fith
are firm, and of a good flavour, ftudded upon the back
with round prickly knobs, like turbot, and ftreaked with
dark brown lines, running from the head toward the tail. -
About the end of May the firft herring feafon begins.
They approach in great {hoals, but do not remain long on
the coaft. They had entirely left the bay before we failed
out of it the firft time, but were beginning to revifit it
again in Oc¢tober. It has been already mentioned, that
the herrings were remarkably fine and large, and that we
filled a great part of our empty cafks with them. The be-
ginning of June, large quantities of excellent cod were
taken ; a part of which were likewife falted. We caught
too, at different times, numbers of {mall fith, much re-
{fembling a fmelt, and once drew out a wolf-fith.

Notwithftanding this abundance of flat-fith, cod, and
herring, it is on the falmon fithery alone that the Kamt-

fchadales
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fchadales depend for their winter provifions. Of thefe, it is
faid, by naturalifts, there are to be found, on this coaft,
all the different {pecies that are known to exift, and which
the natives formerly characterized by the different months
in which they afcend the rivers. They fay too, that
though the fhoals of different forts are {feen to mount the
rivers at the fame time, yet they never mix with each
other ; that they always return to the fame river in which
they were bred, but not till the third {fummer ; that nei-
ther the male nor female live to regain the fea; that cer-
tain {pecies frequent certain rivers, and are never found in
others, though they empty themielves nearly at the fame
place.

The firft {hoals of {almon begin to enter the mouth of
the Awatika about the middle of May; and this kind,
which is called by the Kamtfchadales Zebavitfi #, is the
largeft and moit valued. Their length is generally about
three feet and a half; they are very deep in proportion,
and their average weight is from thirty to forty pounds.
The tail is not forked, but ftraight. The back is of a dark
blue, fpotted with black ; in other refpects they are much
like our common falmon. They afcend the river with ex-
traordinary velocity, infomuch that the water is {enfibly
agitated by their motion ; and the Kamtichadales, who are
always on the watch for them about the time they are ex-
pected, judge of their approach by this circumftance, and
immediately let drop their nets before them. We were
prefented with one of the firft that was caught, and given
to underftand that it was the greateft compliment that
could be paid us. Krafcheninikoft relates, that formerly

* Confult the introduétion to the Aré&ic Zolsgy for a full account of the falmon tribe,

which frequents Kamtfcharéa.
the
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the Kamt{chadales made a point of eating the firft fifh

\ , they took, with great rejoicings, and a variety of fuperfti-

tious ceremonies ; and that after the Ruflians became their
mafters, it was for a long time a conftant fubject of quar-
rel between them, to whom the firft thould belong. The
feafon for fithing, for this {pecies, lafts from the middle of
May till the end of June.

The other fort is of a {fmaller kind, weighing only from
eight to fixteen pounds ; they are known by the general
name of the red fith, and begin to collect in the bays, and
at the mouths of the rivers, the beginning of June; from
which time, till the end of September, they are caught in
great quantities both upon the Eaftern and Weftern coaft,
where any frefh water falls into the {ea, and likewife all
along the courfe of the rivers, to their very {fource. The
manner in which they draw their nets within the bay of
Awatfka, is as follows: They tie one end of the net to a
large ftone at the water’s edge, they then pufh off in a ca-

mnoe about twenty yards in a right line, dropping their net

as they advance, after which they turn and run out the re-
mainder of the net in a line parallel to the fhore ; in this
pofition they wait, concealing themf{elves very carefully in

the boat, and keeping a fharp look-out for the fith, which

always direct their courfe clofe in with the fthore, and whofe
approach is announced by a rippling in the water, till they
find that the fhoal has advanced beyond the boat, when
they fhoot the canoe to fhore in a direct line, and never
fail of inclofing their prey. Seldom more than two men
are employved to a net, who haul with facility, in this
manner, feines larger than ours, to which we appoint a
dozen. We at firft met with very poor fuccefs in our own
method of hauling; but after the Kamt{chadales had very

kindly

.h"..n_-.rl.-u..n.n.- -



THE PAGIFIC OCEAN.

kindly put us in the way, we were not lefs fuccefsful than
themfelves. In the rivers, they fhoot one net acrofs, and
haul another down the ftream to it.

The lakes that have a communication with the fea,
which was the cafe of all thofe that I {aw, abound with
fith, that have very much the refemblance of {mall falmon,
and are from four to fix pounds weight. I could not un-
derftand that the inhabitants thought it worth their while
to fifh for them. As thefe lakes are not deep, they be-
come an eafy prey to the bears and dogs during the fum-
mer ; and, if I might judge from the quantity of bones
to be feen upon the banks, they devour vaft numbers of
them.

The inhabitants, for the moit part, dry their {almon,
and falt very little of it. Each fifth is cut into three pieces,
the belly-piece being firft taken off, and afterward a {lice
along each fide the back-bone. The former of thefe are
dried and fmoked, and efteemed the fineft part of the
fith, and fold, when we were at St. Peter and St. Paul’s,
at the rate of one hundred for a rouble. The latter are
dried in the air, and either eaten whole as bread, or re-
duced to powder, of which they make pafte and cakes,
that are not unpleafant to the tafte. The héad, tail, and

bones, are hung up and dried for winter provifion for the
dogs.

Lift
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Lift of the Animals found in Kamtfchatka, communi-
cated by Mr. PEnNaNT *,

#% Argali, wild theep, Ar&. Zool.
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¥ %
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4 %
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Vol. L. p. 12.

Ibex, or wild goat - - 16.
Rein - - =R,
Wolf - - - 138.
Dog - - -  4o0.
Arétic fox - - 42,
European fox - - 45.
a. black - - 46.

b. crofs - - ib.

Polar bear, in the Frozen fea
only - - - %5
Bear - - - 57.
Wolverene - - 66.
Common weafel - =
Stoat, or ermine - - ibid.
Sable - - - 79,
Common otter -~ - 86.
Sea otter - - - 88.
Varying hare - - Q4
Alpine hare - - 97.
Earlefs marmot - - 113.
Bobak marmot - - II§.
Water rat - - - 130.
Common moufe - - 131I.

} Capra ammon, Lin. Syft. g7.

Capra ibex -

Cervus tarandus

Canis lupus

Canis lagopus
Canis vulpes

} Urfus aréles -

Urfus arélos
Urfues lufeus
Muftela nivalis

M; zy?f!a erminea -

Mujtela zibellina

Mujftela lutra
Muflela lutris
Lepus timidus

Mus citellus

Mus amphibius
Mus mufculus

go.
93
58.

59-
59:

69.

71.
69.
68.
68.
66.
66.

113.

8z.
813.

% The quadrupeds and birds mentioned in this part of the voyage are marked in
this lift with a double afterifk.

Oeconomic
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Oeconomic moufe = - 134. 1779.
Red moufe - - 136. iy
Ichelag moufe - - 138.
Feetid threw - - 139. Sorex araneus - - 74.
*% Walrus. Icyfea - - 144. Trichechus rofinarus - 49.
¥% Common feal - - 151. Phoca vitulina - - 56.
Great feal - - - I59.
Leporine feal - - 161.
Harp feal AT T
Rubbon feal. Kurile ifles 165,
Urfine feal - - ibid. Phoca urfina - - 8.
Leonine feal - - 172.

*%* Whale-tailed manati - 177.

There were no domeftic animals in Kamtfchatka, till they were
introduced by the Ruffians. The dogs, which feem to be of wolf-
ith defcent, are aboriginal.

B I R D S.

LAND BIRDS.

I. Seacagle. Vol.ll. p.i194. Falo offifragus - - 124.
** Cinercous eagle - - 214. Pultur albivlla - = 127.
*% White-headed eagle - 196. Falco leucocepbalus - ibid.

Crying eagle - - 215. (Latham, I. 38.)

Ofprey - - - 199. [Falco balietus - - 129.

Peregrine falcon -~ - 202. (Latham, L. 73.%)

Gothawk - -~ = 204. Falco palumbarius - 130.
II. Eagle owl - - 228. Strix bubo = - 13I.

Snowy owl = - 233. Strix nyilea =5 =T33,

* The birds which are not defcribed by Linnaus, are referred to the Hiftory of Birds,
now publithing by Mr. Latham, Surgeon, in Dartford, Kent.
Vor. III. Zz III. Raven
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IV.

VI.
VII.

VIII.
IX.

XI.
XII.

XIII.
XIV.

XV.
XVI.
XVII.
XVIII.

XIX.
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Raven -
Magpye -
Nuteracker -
Cuckoo 5
Wryneck -
Nuthatch -
White grous -
Wood grous -
Water ouzel -
Fieldfare -
Redwing thrufh
Kamtfchatkan -
Greenfinch -
Golden bunting -

246.
147.
252.
266.
267.
281.
308.
312.
332.
340.
341
343-
353-
367.

Lefler red-headed linnet 379.

Dun fly-catcher
Sky lark -
Wood lark -
White wagtail -
Yellow wagtail -
Tichutfki wagtail
Yellow wren -

Redftart -
Longbilled -
Stapazina -
Awatfka -

Marfh titmoufe -
Chimney fwallow
Martin -

Sand martin -
European goatfucker

390.

Corvus corax -
Corvus pica - s
Corvus caryocataéles

Cuculus canorus -
Fynx torquilla -
Sitta Eurepea - -
Tetras lagopus -
Tetrao urogallus

Sturnus cinclus

Turdus pilaris - -
Turdus thacus - -
(Latham, III. 28.)
Loxia chloris - =
(Latham, II. 201.)
(Latham, II. 303.)
(Latham, II. 351.)

- 394.A.Alauda arvenfis -
395. B. Alauda arborea -
396. E.Motacilla alba - -
196. F.Motacilla flava -

397.H

413.
416.
420,
421.
422,
427.
429.
s
o
437+

.(Latham, IV. 403.)

Motacilla trockilus -
Motacilla phanicurus

Motacilla flapazina

Parus paluftris - -
Hirundo ruflica -
Hirundo urbica - -
Hirundo riparia -

LBE.
IS?.
L57:
168.
172.
177.
274.
273-

291.
292.

304

287.
287.
331.
33r1.

338.
335-

331.

341.
343-
344-
344-

Caprimulgus Europeus 346.

WATER
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F O W L.

Cloven-footed Water Fowl.

Crane - -
Curlew - -
Whimbrel - -
Common fandpiper
Gambet - -
Golden plover -
Pied oyfter-catcher

Plain phalarope

Razor-bill auk =
Puffin e -
Antient - -
E¥Emy - .-

Tufted - -
Parroquet - -
Crefted - -
Dufky - -
Foolifh guillemot -
Black guillemot -
Marbled guillemot

Imber diver - -
Speckled diver -
Red-throated diver

P. 453.A.Ardea grus it o5
P. 462.A.Scolopax arquata =
P. 462.B. Scolopax pbeopus -

No. 388. Tringa bypoleucos =
No. 394. Tringa gambetta =
No. 399. Charadrius pluvialis -
No. Hematopus oftralegus -

With pinnated Feet,

With webbed Feet.
Wandering albatrofs No. 423.

Diomedea exulans -

No. 425. Alea torda R
No. 427. Adlea arflica - -
No. 430.
No: 431,
No. 432.
No. 433.
No. 434.
No. 435.
No. 436. Colymbus troille - -
No. 437. Colymbus grylle - -
No. 438.
No. 440. Colymbus immer - -
No. 441.
No. 443. Colymbus feptentrianalis
Zz 2

334+
242,
243-
250.
248.
254.
257

214.
210.
211.

220.
220.

222.

229& a
Great
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* 1 never faw this, but it is mentioned by Mr. Ellis.
gic part ; but it is mentioned in p. exlviii. of the introduétion.

Great tern - - No. 448, Sterna birundo
Kamtfchatkan -  P. 525.A.
Black-headed gull  No. 455. Larus ridibundus
Kittiwake gull - No. 456. Larus riffa -
Ivory gull - - No. 457.
Artic gull - - No. 4359.
Tarrock - ~  P. 533.D.Larus tridailylus
Red-legged - -  P. 533.E.
Fulmar petrel - No. 464. Procellaria glacialis
Stormy petrel -~ No. 464. Procellaria pelagica
Kurile petrel - - P. 536.A.
Blue petrel ¥, Preface.
Goofander merganfer No. 465. Mergus merganfer
Smew - - No. 468. Mergus albellus -
Whiftling fwan - No. 469. Anras Cygnus ferus
Great goofe - -  P. g70. .
Chinefe goofe -  P. 571. Anas cygnoides -
Snow goofe - = No. 477.
Brent goofe - -~ No. 478. Anas bernicla -
Eider duck - - No. 480. Anas molliffima -
Black duck - - No. 483. _.Anas fpeitabilis -
Velvet duck - - No. 481. dnasfufca -
Shoveler - - No. 485. Anas chypeata -
Golden eye - - No. 486, Anas clangula -
Harlequin - - No. 490. Anas bifirionica
Mallard - - No. 494. Anas bofchas -
** Weftern - - No. 497.
Pintail - - No. s00. .Anas acuta -
#* Longtailed - - No. s01. Anas glacialis -

—

228.
224+

224.

213-
212,

208.
209.
194.A.

194.B.

198.
198.
195§.
196.
200.
201.
204.
205.

202.
203.

I had omitted it in my zoolo-

Morillon
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Morillon Ee ST}
Shieldrake -
Tufted - -
Falcated -
Garganey -
Teal -
Corvorant - 2
Violet corvorant -
Red-faced corvorant

[}

P. 573. F.Anas glaucion - - 201,

P. 572.D.Anas tadorna - - 193.
P. §73.G.dnas fuligula - - 207.
S

P. §76.0.4nas querquedula - 263.
P. 577.P. Anas crecia - - 204.
No. s09. Pelecanus carbo - - 216.
P. 584.B.

P. §84.C.

CH'A P,
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General Account of Kamtfchatka continued.—Of the Inbabi-
tants.—Origin of the Kamt/chadales.— Difcovered by the
Ruffians.—Abflract of their Hiflory.— Numbers.— Prefent
State.— Of the Ruffian Commerce in Kamifchatka.— Of
the Kamtfchadale Habitations and Drefs.—Of the Kurile
Iflands —The Koreki—The Tfchutfki.

HE prefent inhabitants of Kamtfchatka are of three

forts. The natives, or Kamtichadales. The Ruf-
fians and Coffacks : and a mixture of thefe two by mar-
riage. :

Mr. Steller, who refided fome time in this country, and
feems to have taken great pains to gain information on this
fubject, is perfuaded, that the true Kamtichadales are a
people of great antiquity, and have for many ages inha-
bited this peninfula ; and that they are originally defcended
from the Mungalians, and not either from the Tongu-
fian Tartars, as fome, or the Japanefe, as others have ima-
gined.

The principal arguments, by which he fupports thefe
opinions, are: That there exifts not among them the trace
of a tradition of their having migrated from any other
country : that they believe them{elves to have been created

and placed in this very {pot by their god Koutkou : that they
are
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are the moft favoured of his creatures; the moft fortunate
and happy of beings; and that their country is fuperior
to all others, affording means of gratification far beyond
what are any where elfe to be met with: that they have a
perfect knowledge of all the plants of the country, their vir-
tues and ufes, which could not be acquired in a fhort time :
that their inftruments and houfehold utenfils differ greatly
from thofe of any other nation, and are made with an ex-
traordinary degree of neatnefs and dexterity, which implies
that they are both of their own invention, and have been
long in arriving at {o great perfetion: that antecedently to
the arrival of the Ruffians and Coflacks among them, they
had not the fmalleft knowledge of any people, except the
Koreki: that it is but of late they had an intercourfe with
the Kuriles, and ftill later (and happened by means of a velf-
fel being thipwrecked on their coaft) that they knew any
thing of the Japanefe; and, laftly, that the country was
very populous, at the time the Ruffians firft got footing
in it.

The reafons he alleges for fuppofing them to be originally
defcended from the Mungalians, are : That many words in
their language have terminations fimilar to thofe of the
Mungalian Chinefe, {uch as, ong, ing, oing, tching, tcha,
tehoing, kfi, kfung, &c.; and moreover, that the {fame prin-
ciple of inflexion or derivation obtains in both languages :
that they are in general under-fized, as are the Mungalians :
that their complexion, like theirs, is {fwarthy : that they
have black hair, little beard, the face broad, the nofe {hort
and flat, the eyes fmall and funk, the eye-brows thin, the
belly pendant, the legs {fmall; all which are peculiarities
that are to be found among the Mungalians. From the

whole of which he draws this conclufion, that they fled for
fafety
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fafety to this peninfula, from the rapid advances of the
Eaftern conquerors; as the Laplanders, the Samoides, &c.
were compelled to retreat to the extremities of the North,
by the Europeans. |

The Ruffians having extended their conquefts, and efta-
blifhed pofts and colonies along that immenfe extent of
coaft of the frozen {ea, from the Jenefei to the Anadir, ap-
pointed commifiaries for the purpofe of exploring and fub-
jecting the countries {till farther Eaftward. They foon be-
came acquainted with the wandering Koriacs inhabiting
the North and North Eaft coaft of the fea of Okotzk, and
without difficulty made them tributary. Thefe being the
immediate neighbours of the Kamtichadales, and likewife
in the habits of bartering with them, a knowledge of Kamt-
{chatka followed of courfe.

The honour of the firft difcovery is given to Feodot
Alexeieff, a merchant, who is faid to have failed from the
river Kovyma, round the peninfula of the Tichutiki, in
company with feven other veflels, about the year 1648.
The tradition goes, that being {eparated from the reft by a
ftorm, near the Tfchukot{koi Nofs, he was driven upon
the coaft of Kamtfchatka, where he wintered ; and the
fummer following coafted round the promontory of Lo-
patka, into the fea of Okotzk, and entered the mouth
of the Tigil; but that he and his companions were cut
off by the Koriacs, in endeavouring to pafs from thence
by land to the Anadirfk. This, in part, is corroborat-
ed by the accounts of Simeon Defhneff, who commanded
one of the feven veflels, and was thrown on fhore at the
mouth of the Anadir. Be this as it may, fince thefe dif=
coverers, if fuch they were, did not live to make any re-
port of what they had done, Volodimir Atlafloff, a Cof-

fack,

TR,
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fack, ftands for the firft acknowledged difcoverer of Kamt-
fchatka #,

This perfon was fent, in the year 1697, from the fort Ja-
kutzk to the Anadirfk, in the quality of commiflary, with
inftrucétions to call in the affiftance of the Koriacs, with a
view to the difcovery of countries bevond theirs, and to the
fubjecting them to a tribute. In 1699, he penetrated, with
about fixty Ruffian foldiers, and the fame number of Cof-
{acks, into the heart of the peninfula, gained the Tigil, and
from thence levying a tribute in furs, in his progrefs croffed
over to the River Kamt{chatka, on which he built the higher
Kamtichatka offrog, called Verchnei, where he left a gar-
rifon of fixteen Coflfacks, and returned to Jakutzk in 1700,
with an immenfe quantity of rare and valuable tributary
furs. Thefe he had the good fenfe and policy to accompany
to Mofcow, and, in recompence for his fervices, was ap-
pointed Commander of the fort of Jakutzk, with farther
orders to repair again to Kamtfchatka, having firft drawn
from the garrifon at Tobolik a reinforcement of a hundred
Coffacks, with ammunition, and whatever elfe could give
efficacy to the completion and fettlement of his late difco-
veries. Advancing with this force toward the Anadir{k, he
fell in with a bark on the River + Tungufka, laden with
Chinefe merchandize, which he pillaged ; and, in confe-
quence of a remonftrance from the fufferers to the Ruf-
fian court, he was feized upon at Jakutzk, and thrown into

prifon.

* It is proper to remark, that Atlaffoff fent an advanced party, under the command of
a fubaltern, called Lucas Molofkoff, who certainly penetrated into Kamtfchatka, and re-
turned with an account of his fuccefs, before Atlaffoff fet out, and is therefore not unjuftly
mentioned as the Difcoverer of Kamtfchatka.

+ This river empties itfelf into the Jenefei.

VoL. III, 3 A In

201

1779,
Oétober.

L



362

1779. "
Oétober.

M g

A VIO JHEK GOl TR

In the mean time, Potop Serioukoff, who had been left
by Atlaffoff, kept peaceable poffeflion of the garrifon of
Verchnei ; and though he had not a fufficient force to com-
pel the payment of a tribute from the natives, vet by his
management and conciliating difpofition, he continued to
carry on an advantageous traffic with them as a merchant.
On his return to the Anadirfk, with the general good-will of
the natives of Kamtfchatka, himfelf and party were attacked
by the Koriacs, and unfortunately all cut off. This hap-
pened about 1703; and {everal other fucceffive commifiaries
were fent into Kamtfchatka, with various fuccefs, during
the difgrace and trial of Atlafloff.

In 1706, Atlafloff was reinftated in his command, and ap-
pointed to conduct a fecond expedition into Kamtfchatka,
with inftructions to gain upon the natives by all peaceable
means, but on no pretence to have recourfe to force and
compulfion : but, inftead of attending to his orders, he not
only, by repeated acts of cruelty and injuftice, made the
natives exceedingly hoftile and averfe to their new gover-
nors, but likewife {fo far alienated the affeftions of his
own people, that it ended in a mutiny of the Coffacks, and
their demand of another commander, The Coflacks having
carried their point, in difplacing Atlafloff, feized upon his
effects ; and, after once tafting the {fweets of plunder, and
of living without difcipline or controul, in vain did his fuc-
ceflors attempt to reduce them to military difcipline and
fubjection. Three fucceflive commanders were aflaflinated
in their turn; and the Coffacks, being thus in open rebel-
lion to the Ruflian government, and with arms in their
hands, were let loofe upon the natives. The hiftory of this
country from that period, till the grand revolt of the Kamt-
{chadales in 1731, prefents one unvaried detail of maf-

facres,
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facres, revolts, and favage and {anguinary rencounters be-
tween {mall parties, from one end of the peninfula to the
other.

What led to this revolt, was the difcovery of a paffage
from Okotzk to the Bolchoireka, which was firft made by
Cofmo Sokoloff, in the year 1715. Hitherto the Ruflians
had no entrance into the country, but on the fide of Ana-
dirfk ; fo that the natives had frequent opportunities of both
plundering the tribute, as it was carried by fo long a jour-
ney out of the peninfula, and haraffing the troops in their
march into it. But by the difcovery of this communica-
tion, there exifted a fafe and {peedy means, as well of ex-
porting the tribute, as of importing troops and military
ftores into the very heart of the country ; which the natives
eafily faw gave the Ruffians {o great an advantage, as muft
foon confirm their dominion, and therefore determined
them to make one grand and immediate ftruggle for their
liberty. The moment refolved upon, for carrying their de-
figns into execution, was when Beering fhould have fet fail,
who was at this time on the coaft with a fmall {quadron,
and had difpatched all the troops that could well be {pared
from the country, to join Powlout{ki, in an expedition
againft the Tichutfiki. The opportunity was well chofen ;
and it is altogether {urprizing, that this confpiracy, which
was fo general, that every native in the peninfula is faid to
have had his thare in it, was at the fame time conducted
with fuch fecrecy, that the Ruffians had not the {malleft
fufpicion that any thing hoftile to their interefts was in
agitation. Their other meafures were equally well taken.
They had a ftrong body in readinefs to cut off all commu-
nication with the fort Anadirfk ; and the Eaftern coaft was
likewife lined with detached parties, with a view of feizing

3A 2 on
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on any Ruflians that might by accident arrive from Okotzk.
Things were in this ftate, when the commiffary Cheek-
haerdin marched from Verchnei with his tribute, efcorted
by the troops of the fort, for the mouth of the Kamt-
fchatka River, where a vefiel was lying to convey them to
the Anadir. Befides waiting for the departure of Beering,
the revolt was to be fufpended till this veflel thould be
out at fea, notice of which was to be given to the different
Chiefs. Accordingly, the moment fhe was out of fight,
they began to maflfacre every Ruflian and Coffack that came
in their way, and to fet fire to their houfes. A large body
afcended the River Kamtichatka, made themfelves mafters
of the fort and ¢ffrog the commiflary had juft quitted, put to
death all that were in it, and, except the church and the
fort, reduced the whole to athes. Here it was that they firft
learned that the Ruflian veflel, in which the commiffary had
embarked, was ftill on the coaft, which determined them
to defend themfelves in the fort. The wind fortunately
{foon brought the veflel back to the harbour; for had fhe
proceeded in her voyage, nothing probably could have pre~
vented the utter extirpation of the Ruffians. The Coflacks
finding, on their landing, that their houfes had been burnt
to the ground, and their wives and children either maffacred
er carried off prifoners, were enraged to madnefs. They
marched direftly to the fort, which they attacked with
great fury, and the natives as refolutely defended, till at
length the powder-magazine taking fire, the fort was
blown up, together with moft of thofe that were in it. Va-
rious rencounters fucceeded to this event, in which much
blood was {pilled on both fides: at length, two of the prin-
cipal leaders being {lain, and the third (after difpatching
his wife and children, to prevent their falling into the

enemy’s
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enemy's hand) having put an end to himfelf, peace was
eftablifhed.

From that period every thing went on very peaceably,
till the year 1740, when a few Ruflians loft their lives in a
tumult, which was attended with no farther confequences ;
and, except the infurrection at Bolcheretik in 1770 (which
hath been already noticed), there has been no difturbance
fince.

Though the quelling the rebellion of 1731 was attended
with the lofs of a great number of inhabitants, yet I was
informed, that the country had recovered itfelf, and was
become more populous than ever, when, in the year 1767,
the fmall-pox, brought by a foldier from Okotzk, broke out
among them for the firft ime, marking its progrefs with
ravages not lefs dreadful than the plague, and feeming to
threaten their entire extirpation. They compute that near
twenty thoufand died of this diforder in Kamt{chatka, the
Koreki country, and the Kurile iflands. The inhabitants of
whole villages were {fwept away. Of this we had fufficient
proofs before our eyes. There are no lefs than eight o/irogs
fcattered about the bay of Awatf{ka, all which, we were in-
formed, had been fully inhabited, but are now entirely de-
folate, except St. Peter and St. Paul; and even that contains
no more than feven Kamtichadales, who are tributary. At
Paratounca ¢/frog there are but thirty-{ix native inhabitants,
men, women, and children, which, before it was vifited by
the {mall-pox, we were told, contained three hundred and
fixty. Inour road to Bolcheret{k, we paffed four extenfive
offrogs, with not an inhabitant in them. In the prefent di-
minifhed ftate of the natives, with frefh fupplies of Ruf-
fians and Coflacks perpetually pouring in, and who in-
termix with them by marriage, it is probable, that in lefs

than
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than half a century there will be very few of them left.

By Major Behm’s account, there are not now more than

three thoufand who pay tribute, the Kurile iflanders in-
cluded.

I underftood that there are at this time, of the military,
in the five forts of Nichnei, Verchnei, Tigil, Bolcheretik,
and St. Peter and St. Paul, about four hundred Ruffians and
Coffacks, and near the fame number at Ingiga, which,
though to the North of the peninfula, is, I learned, at pre-
fent under the Commander of Kamt{chatka ; to thefe may
be added the Ruflian traders and emigrants, whofe numbers
are not very confiderable.

The Ruflian government, eftablifhed over this country,
is mild and equitable, confidered as a military one, in a
very high degree. 'The natives are permitted to choofe
their own magiftrates from among themf{elves, in the way,
and with the fame powers they had ever been ufed. One
of thefe, under the title of 7o/on, prefides over each offirog ;
is the referee in all differences; impofes fines, and infliéts
punifhments for all crimes and mifdemeanors ; referring to
the governor of Kamtichatka fuch only as he does not
choofe, from their intricacy or heinoufnefs, to decide upon
himfelf. The Zoion has likewife the appointment of a civil
officer, called a Corporal, who affifts him in the execution
of his office, and in his abfence acts as his deputy.

By an edi¢t of the prefent Emprefs, no crime whatfo-
ever can be punifhed with death. But we were informed,
that in cafes of murder (of which there are very few),
the punithment of the /4zox? is adminiftered with fuch

feverity, that the offender, for the moft part, dies un-

der 1t.

The only tribute exaéted (which can be confidered as
little

-
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little more than an acknowledgment of the Ruflian domi-
nion over them) confifts, in fome diftriéts, of a fox’s {kin,
in others of a fable’s, and in the Kurile ifles of a fea otter’s ;
but as this is much the moft valuable, one {kin ferves to
pay the tribute of feveral perfons. The To/ons collect the
tribute in their refpective diftri¢ts. Befides the mildnefs of
their government, the Ruffians have a claim to every praife
for the pains they have beftowed, and which have been
attended with great fuccefs, in converting them to Chriftia-
nity, there remaining, at prefent, very few idolaters among
them. If we may judge of the other miffionaries, from
the hofpitable and benevolent paftor of Paratounca (who is
a native on the mother’s fide), more {uitable perfons could
not be fet over this bufinefs. It is needlefs to add, that the
religion taught is that of the Greek church. Schools are
likewife eftablifhed in many of the offrogs, where the chil-
dren of both the natives and Coflacks are gratuitoudly in-
ftruéted in the Ruffian language.

The commerce of this country, as far as concerns the
exports, is entirely confined to furs, and carried on princi-
pally by a company of merchants, inftituted by the prefent
Emprefs. This company originally confifted of twelve, and
three have been lately added to it. They are indulged with
certain privileges, and diftinguifhed by wearing a golden
medal, as a mark of the Emprefs’s encouragement and pro-
tection of the fur-trade. Befides thefe, there are many infe-
rior traders (particularly of the Coflacks) fcattered through
the country. The principal merchants, for the time they
are here, refide at Bolcheretik, or the Nichnei offrog, in
which two places the trade almoft wholly centers. For-
merly this commerce was altogether carried on in the way
of barter, but of late years every article is bought and fold

for
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for ready money only ; and we were {urprized at the quan-
tity of {pecie in circulation in {o poor a country. The furs
fell at a high price, and the fituation and habits of life
of the natives call for few articles in return. Our failors
brought a great number of furs with them from the coait
of America, and were not lefs aftonifhed than delighted
with the quantity of filver the merchants paid down for
them ; but on finding neither gin-fhops to refort to, nor
tobacco, or any thing elfe that they cared for, to be had for
money, the roubles foon became troublefome companions,
and I often obferved them kicking them about the deck.
The merchant I have already had occafion to mention, gave
our men at firft thirty roubles for a fea-otter’s {kin, and for
others in proportion ; but finding that they had confiderable
quantities to difpofe of, and that he had men to deal with
who did not know how to keep up the market, he afterward
bought them for much lefs.

The articles of importation are principally European, but
not confined to Ruffian manufaétures ; many are Englifh
and Dutch ; {feveral likewife come from Siberia, Bucharia,
the Calmucks, and China. They confift of coarfe woollen
and linen clothes, yarn ftockings, bonnets, and gloves;
thin Perfian filks; cottons, and pieces of nankeen, filk and
cotton handkerchiefs ; brafs coppers and pans, iron ftoves,
files, guns, powder and fhot ; hardware, fuch as hatchets,

bills, knives, fciflars, needles, looking-glaffes; Hour, fu-

gar; tanned hides, boots, 8&c. We had an opportunity of
feeing a great many of thefe articles in the hands of a mer-
chant, who came in the Emprefs’s galliot from Okotzk ; and
I thall only obferve generally, that they fold for treble the
price they might have been purchafed for in England.
And though the merchants have fo large a profit upon thefe

imported
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imported goods, they have a ftill larger upon the furs at
Kiachta, upon the frontiers of China, which is the great
market for them. The beft fea-otter fkins fell generally in
Kamt{chatka, for about thirty roubles apiece. The Chinefe
merchant at Kiachta purchafes them at more than double
that price, and fells them again at Pekin at a great ad-
vance, where a farther profitable trade is made with fome
of them to Japan. If, therefore, a fkin is worth thirty
roubles in Kamti{chatka, to be tranfported firft to Okotzk,
thence to be conveyed by land to Kiachta, a diftance of one
thoufand three hundred and fixty-four miles, thence on to
Pekin, feven hundred and fixty miles more, and after this
to be tranfported to Japan, what a prodigioufly advantage-
ous trade might be carried on between this place and Japan,
which is but about a fortnight’s, at moft three weeks, fail
from it !

All furs exported from hence acrofs the fea of Okotzk,
pay a duty of 7en per cent. and fables a duty of twelve.
And all forts of merchandize, of whatever denomina-
tion, imported from Okotzk, pay half a rouble for every
pood #. |

The duties arifing from the exports and imports, of
which I could not learn the amount, are paid at Okotzk :
but the tribute is colleéted at Bolcheretik ; and, I was in-
formed by Major Behm, amounted in value to ten thoufand
roubles annually,
~ There are fix veffels (of forty to fifty tons burthen) em-

ployed by the Emprefs between Okotzk and Bolcheret{k ;

five of which are appropriated to the tranfporting of ftores

and provifions from Okotzk to Bolcheret{k ; except that

once in two or three years, fome of them go round to Awat-
* Thirty-fix pounds Englifh,

Vor. III. 3B ika,
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fka, and the Kamtfchatka River; the {ixth is only ufed as
a packet-boat, and always kept in readinefs, and properly
equipped for conveying difpatches. Befides thefe, there
are about fourteen veffels employed by the merchants in the
fur-trade, amongft the iflands to the Eaftward. One of thefe
we found frozen up in the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul,
which was to fail on a trading voyage to Oonalafhka, as
foon as the feafon would permit.

It is here to be obferved, that the moft confiderable and
valuable part of the fur-trade is carried on with the iflands
that lie between Kamtfchatka and America. Thefe were
firft difcovered by Beering, in 1741, and being found to
abound with fea-otters, the Ruflian merchants became ex-
ceedingly eager in fearching for the other iflands feen by
that navigator, to the South Eaft of Kamtichatka, called, in
Muller’s Map, the Iflands of Seduction, St. Abraham, &c.
In thefe expeditions they fell in with three groups of
iflands. The firft about fifteen degrees to the Eaft of Kamt-
{chatka, in 53° North latitude ; the {fecond about twelve de-
grees to the Eaftward of the former ; and the third, Oona-
lafhka, and the iflands in its neighbourhood. Thefe trad-
ing adventurers advanced alfo as far Eaft as Shumagin’s
Iflands (fo called by Beering), the largeft of which is named
Kodiak. But here, as well as on the continent at Alafhka,
they met with {fo warm a reception in their attempts to
compel the payment of a tribute, that they never afterward
ventured fo far. However they conquered and made tribu-
tary the three groups before mentioned.

In the Ruflian charts, the whole fea between Kamt{chatka
and America is covered with iflands ; for the adventurersin
thefe expeditions frequently falling in with land, which
they imagined did not agree with the fituation of other

laid
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laid down by preceding voyagers, immediately concluded
it muft be a new difcovery, and reported it as fuch on their
return ; and, fince the veflels employed in thefe expeditions
were ufually out three or four years, and oftentimes longer,
thefe miftakes were not in the way of being foon rectified.
It is however now pretty certain, that the iflands already
enumerated are all that have yet been difcovered, by
the Ruffians, in that fea, to the Southward of 60° of lati-
tude.

It 1s from thefe iflands that the fea-otter ikins, the moft
valuable article of the fur-trade, are for the moit part
drawn ; and as they are brought completely under the Ruf-
fian dominion, the merchants have {ettlements upon them,
where their factors refide, for the purpofe of bartering with
the natives. It was with a view to the farther increafe and
extenfion of this trade, that the Admiralty of Okotzk fitted
out an expedition for the purpofe of making difcoveries to
the North and North Eaft of the iflands above-mentioned,
and gave the command of it, as I have already obferved,
to Lieutenant Synd. This gentleman, having directed his
courfe too far to the Northward, failed in the object of his
voyage; for, as we never {aw the fea-otter to the North-
ward of Briftol Bay, it feems probable, that they fhun thofe
latitudes where the larger kind of amphibious {ea-animals
abound. This was the laft expedition undertaken by the
Ruflians for profecuting difcoveries to the Eaftward ; but
they will undoubtedly make a proper ufe of the advan-
tages we have opened to them, by the difcovery of Cook’s
river.

Notwithftanding the general intercourfe that, for the
laft forty years, hath taken place between the natives, the
Ruflians, and Coflacks, the former are not more diftin-

1.8 2 guifhed
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guifthed from the latter by their features and general figure,
than by their habits and caft of mind. Of the perfons of
the natives, a defcription hath been already given, and I
fhall only add, that their ftature is much below the com-
mon fize. This Major Behm attributes, in a great meafure,
to their marrying fo garly ; both fexes generally entering
into the conjugal ftate at the age of thirteen or fourteen.
Their induftry is abundantly confpicuous, without being
contrafted with the lazinefs of their Ruflian and Coflack in-
mates, who are fond of intermarrying with them, and, as
it thould feem, for no other reafon, but that they may be
fupported in {loth and ina&ivity. To this want of bodily
exertion may be attributed thofe dreadful fcorbutic com-
plaints, which none of them efcape; whilft the natives,
by conftant exercife and toil in the open air, are entirely
free from them.

Referring the reader, for an account of the manners, cuf=
toms, and fuperftitions of the Kamt{chadales, at the time
the Ruffians became firft acquainted with this country, to
Krafcheninikoff, I thall proceed to a defcription of their ha-
bitations and drefs.

The houfes (if they may be allowed that name) are of
three diftin¢t forts, jourts, balagans, and loghoufes, called
here //bas. The firft are their winter, the {econd their
{fummer habitations ; the third are altogether of Ruffian
introduétion, and inhabited only by the better and weal-
thier {fort.

The jourts, or winter habitations, are conftructed in the
following manner : An oblong {quare, of dimenfions pro-
portioned to the number of perfons for whom it is intended
(for it is proper to obferve, that feveral families live toge-

ther in the fame jowrz) is dug in the earth to the depth of
about
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about fix feet. Within this {pace, ftrong pofts, or wooden
pillars, are faftened in the ground, at proper diftances from
each other, on which are extended the beams for the fup-
port of the roof, which is formed by joifts, refting on the
ground with one end, and on the beams with the other.
The interftices between the joifts are filled up with a firong
wicker-work, and the whole covered with turf; fo thata
jourt has externally the appearance of a round {quat hillock.
A hole is left in the centre, which ferves for chimney, win-
dow, and entrance, and the inhabitants pafs in and out by
means of a ftrong pole (inftead of a ladder) notched juit
deep enough to afford alittle holding to the toe. There is
likewife another entrance in the fide, even with the ground,
for the convenience of the women; but if a2 man makes
ufe of it, he fubjets himfelf to the fame difgrace and de-
rifion, as a failor would, who defcends through lubbers-
hole. The jourt confifts of one apartment, of the form of
an oblong fquare. Along the fides are extended broad plat-
forms made of boards, and raifed about fix inches from the
ground, which they ufe as feats, and on which they go to
reft, after ftrewing them with mats and fkins. On one fide
is the fire-place, and the fide oppofite is entirely fet apart
for the ftowage of provifions and kitchen utenfils. At their
feafts, and ceremonious entertainments, the hotter the jourits
are made for the reception of the guefts, the greater the
compliment. We found them at all times {fo hot, as to
make any length of ftay in them to us intolerable. They
betake themfelves to the jowrts the middle of October;
and, for the moft part, continue in them till the middle of

May.
The balagans are raifed upon nine pofts, fixed into the
earth in three rows, at equal diftances from one ano-
ther,
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ther, and about thirteen feet high from the furface. At
the height of between nine and ten feet, rafters are pafied
from poft to poft, and firmly fecured by f{trong ropes.
On thefe rafters are laid the joifts, and the whole being
covered with turf, conftitutes the platform or floor of the
balagan. On this is raifed a roof of a conical figure, by
means of tall poles, faftened down to the rafters at one
end, and meeting together in a point at the top, and
thatched over with ftrong coarfe grafs. The éalagans have
two doors placed oppofite each other, and they afcend to
them by the fame fort of ladders they ufe in the jourts.
The lower part is left entirely open; and within it they
dry their fifh, roots, vegetables, and other articles of win-
ter confumption. The proportion of jourts to balagans, is
as one to fix; fo that fix families generally live together
in one jourt.

The loghoufes (i/bas) are raifed with long timbers piled
horizontally, the ends being let into one another, and the
feams caulked with mofs. The roof is floping like that of
our common cottage-houfes, and thatched with coarfe grafs
or rufhes. The infide confifts of three apartments. At
one end is what may be called the entry, which runs the
whole width and height of the houfe, and is the receptacle
of their {ledges, harnefs, and other more bulky gears and
houfehold ftuff. This communicates with the middle and
beft apartment, furnifhed with broad benches, for the pur-
pofe, as hath been above mentioned, of both eating and
{leeping upon. Out of this is a door into the kitchen, one
half of which is taken up by the oven or fire-place, fo
contrived, by being let into the wall that feparates the
kitchen and the middle apartment, as to warm both at the
fame time. Over the middle apartment and kitchen are

two

P

oo ik R e



THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

two lofts, to which they afcend by a ladder placed in the
entry, There are two {mall windows in each apartment,
made of fa/e, and in the houfes of the poorer {ort, of fith-
ikin. The beams and boards of the cieling are dubbed
imooth with a hatchet (for they are unacquainted with the
plane), and from the effects of the fmoke are as black and
fhining as jet.

A town of Kamtfchatka is called an ¢/frog, and confifts of
feveral of the three forts of houfes above defcribed ; but of
which dalagans are much the moft numerous; and I muft
obferve, that I never met with a houfe of any kind de-
tached from an offrog. Saint Peter and Saint Paul confifts
of feven loghoufes, or i/bas, nineteen dalagans, and three
jourts. Paratounca is of about the fame fize. Karatchin
and Natcheekin contain fewer loghoufes, but full as many
jourts and balagans as the former ; from whence I conclude,
that fuch is the ufual fize of the offrogs.

Having already had occafion to mention the drefs of the
Kamtichadale women, I fhall here confine myfelf to a de-
fcription of that of the men.

The outermoit garment is of the fhape of a carter’s frock.
Thofe worn in fummer are of nankeen ; in winter they are
made of fkins, moft commonly of the deer or dog, tanned
on one fide, the hair being left on the other, which is worn
innermoft. Under this is a clofe jacket of nankeen, or other
cotton ftuffs, and beneath that a fhirt of thin Perfian filk,
of a blue, red, or yellow colour. The remaining part of
their drefs confifts of a pair of tight trowfers, or long
breeches, of leather, reaching down to the calf of the leg;
of a pair of dog or deer {kin boots, with the hair inner-
moft ; and of a fur cap, with two flaps, which are generally

tied.
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ozze.  tied up clofe to the head, but in bad weather are let to fall
v~ round the fhoulders.

The fur drefs prefented to me by a fon of Major Behm
(as already mentioned) is one of thofe worn by the ojons,
on ceremonious occafions. The form exaltly refembles
that of the common exterior garment juft defcribed. Itis
made of {mall triangular pieces of fur, chequered brown
and white, and joined fo neatly as to appear to be one
ikin. A border of fix inches breadth, wrought with threads
of different-coloured leather, and producing a rich effect,
furrounds the bottom, to which 1s fufpended a broad edg-
ing of the fea-otter fkin. The fleeves are turned up with
the fame materials ; and there is likewife an edging of it
round the neck, and down the opening at the breaft. The
lining is of a {mooth white fkin. A cap, a pair of gloves,
and boots, wrought with the utmoft degree of neatrefs,
and made of the {fame materials, conftitute the remainder
of this fuit. The Ruffians in Kamt{chatka wear the Eu-
ropean drefs ; and the uniform of the troops quartered here,
is of a dark green, faced with red.

As the people fituated to the North and South of this
country are yet imperfetly known, I fhall conclude the
account of Kamtfchatka with fuch information concerning
the Kurile Iflands, and the Koreki and T{chutfki, as I have
been able to acquire.

The chain of iflands, running in a South Weft direétion
from the Southern promontory of Kamtichatka to Japan,
extending from latitude 51° to 45°, are called the Kuriles.
They obtained this name from the inhabitants of the
neighbourhood of Lopatka, who being themielves called
Kuriles, gave their own name to thefe iflands, on firft be-

coming
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coming acquainted with them. They are, according to
Spanberg, twenty-two in number, without reckoning the
very fmall ones. The Northernmoft, called Shoomika, is
not more than three leagues from the promontory Lopatka,
and its inhabitants are a mixture of natives and Kamt{cha-
dales. The next to the South, called Paramoufir, is much
larger than Shoomika, and inhabited by the true natives;
their anceftors, according to a tradition among them, hav-
ing come from an ifland a little farther to the South, called
Onecutan. Thofe two iflands were firft vifited by the Rui-
fians in 1713, and at the fame time brought under their do-
minion. The others, in order, are at prefent made tributary,
down to Oofhefheer inclufive, as I am informed by the
worthy Paftor of Paratounca, who is their Miffionary, and
vifits them once in three years, and {peaks of the iflanders
in terms of the higheft commendation, reprefenting them
as a friendly, hofpitable, generous, humane race of people,
and excelling their Kamtichadale neighbours, not lefs in
the formation of their bodies, than in docility and quick-
nefs of underftanding. Though Oofhefheer is the Southern-
moft ifland that the Ruffians have yet brought under their
dominion, yet I underftand that they trade to Ooroop, which
is the eighteenth ; and, according to their accounts, the
only one where there is a good harbour for fhips of bur-
then. Beyond this, to the South, lies Nadeegi{da, which
was reprefented to us by the Ruffians, as inhabited by a
race of men remarkably hairy, and who, like thofe of
Ooroop, live in a ftate of entire independence *#,
In
* Spanberg places the ifland here fpoken of in 43° 5o North latitude, and mentions
his having watered upon it; and that this watering party brought off eight of the

natives ; of whom he relates the following circumftances: That their bodies were co-
Vo, I1I. 3 C vered
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In the fame direction, but inclining fomething more to
the Weftward, lies a group of iflands, which the Japanefe
call Jefo; a name which they alfo give to the whole chain
of iflands between Kamt{chatka and Japan. The Southern-
moft, called Matmai, hath been long fubject to the Japanefe,
and is fortified and garrifoned on the fide toward the conti-
nent. The two iflands to the North Eaft of Matmai, Kuna-
chiry and Zellany, and likewife the three ftill farther to the
North Eaft, called the Three Sifters, are perfectly inde-
pendent.

A trade of barter is carried on between Matrna1 and the
iflands laft mentioned ; and between thofe again and the
Kuriles, to the Northward ; in which, for furs, dried fifh,
and oil, the latter get filk, cotton, iron, and Japanefe arti-
cles of furniture #,

The inhabitants of as many of the iflands as are brought
under the Ruflian dominion, are, at prefent, converted to
Chriftianity. And probably the time is not very diftant,

vered all over with hair ; that they wore a loofe ftriped filk gown, reaching as low as
their ankles ; and that fome of them had filver rings pendant from the ears : that, on fpy-
ing a live cock on deck, they fell on their knees before it ; and likewile, before the prefents
that were brought out to them, clofing and ftretching forth their hands, and bowing their
heads, at the fame time, down to the ground ; that, except the peculiarity of their hairi-
nefs, they refembled the other Kurile iflanders in their features and figure, and fpoke the
fame language. The journal of the fhip Caftricom alfo mentions this circumftance, of
the inhabitants of the country difcovered by them, and called Jefo, being hairy all over
the body.

* This accounts for what Krafcheninikoff fays, that he got from Paramoulir a japanned
table and vafe, a fcymeter, and a filver ring, which he fent to the cabinet of her Impe=
rial Majefty at Peterfburg. And if what Mr. Steller mentions, on the authority of a
Kurile, who was interpreter to Spanberg in his voyage to Japan, is to be credited, that
nearly the fame language is fpoken at Kunathir and Paramoufir, it cannot be queftioned,
that fome intercourfe has'always fubfifted between the inhabitants of this extenfive chain
of iflands.

when
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when a friendly and profitable intercourfe will be brought
about between Kamtfchatka and the whole of this chain of
iflands ; and which will draw after it a communication with
Japan itfelf. This may eventually be greatly facilitated by
a circumftance related to me by Major Behm, that {feveral
Ruffians, who had been taught the Japanefe language, by
two men belonging to a veflel of that nation, which had
been # fhipwrecked on the coaft of Kamtfchatka, had been

fent among thofe iflands.
The

# The veflcl here fpoken of was from Satfma, a port in Japan, bound for another Ja-
panefe port, called Azaka, and laden with rice, cotton, and filks. She failed with a favour-
able wind ; but, before the reached her deftination, was driven out to fea by a violent
ftorm, which carried away her mafts and rudder.

On the ftorm’s abating, not one of the crew, which confifted of feventeen (having
probably never made other than coafting voyages), knew where they were, or what courfe
to fteer. After remaining in this {ituation {ix months, they were driven on fhore near
the promontory Lopatka ; and having caft out an anchor, began to carry on fhore fuch
articles as were neceflary to their exiftence. They next erefted a tent, and had remained
in it twenty-three days, without {eeing a human being ; when chance condufted a Cof-
fack officer, called Andrew Chinnikoff, with a few Kamtfchadales, to their habitation.
The poor unfortunate Japanefe, overwhelmed with joy at the fight of fellow-creatures,
made the moft fignificant tenders, they were able, of friendfhip and affection ; and pre-
fented their vifiters with filks, fabres, and a part of whatever elfe they had brought from
the thip. The treacherous Chinnikoff made reciprocal returns of kindnefs and good-
will ; and, after remaining with them long enough to make {uch obfervations as fuited his
defigns, withdrew from them in the night. The Japanefe, finding that their vifiters did
not return, knew not what courfe to take. In defpair they manned their boat, and were
rowing along the coaft in fearch of a habitation, when they came up with their veflel,
which had been driven afhore; and found Chinnikoff and his companions pillaging her,
and pulling her in pieces for the fake of the iron. This fight determined them to con-
tinue their courfe, which Chinnikoff' perceiving, ordered his men to purfue and mafiacre
them. The unfortunate Japanefe, feeing a canoe in purfuit, and which they could not
efcape, apprehended what was to follow. Some of them leaped into the fea; others, in
vain, had recourfe to prayers and intreaties. They were all maflacred but two, by the very
fabres they had prefented to their fuppofed friends a few days before. One of the two
was a boy about eleven years old, named Gowga, who had accompanied his father, the

3Ca fhip’s
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\ , an immediate trade to Japan, have been already adverted

to, and are too many, and too obvious, to need infifting
upon.

The Koreki country includes two diftinét nations, called
the Wandering and Fixed Koriacs.

The former inhabit the Northern part of the ifthmus of
Kamt{chatka, and the whole coaft of the Eaftern ocean, from
thence to the Anadir.

The country of the Wandering Koriacs {tretches along
the North Eaft of the fea of Okotzk to the river Penfkina,
and Weftward toward the river Kovyma.

The Fixed Koriacs have a ftrong refemblance to the
Kamtfchadales ; and, like them, depend altogether on fifh-
ing for fubfiftence. Their drefs and habitations are of the
{fame kind. They are tributary to the Ruffians, and under
the diftrict of the Ingiga.

The Wandering Koriacs occupy themfelves entirely in
breeding and pafturing deer, of which they are {aid to
poffefs immenfe numbers ; and that it is no unufual thing
for an individual Chief to have a herd of four or five
thoufand. They defpife fith, and live entirely on deer.
They have no balagans; and their only habitations are

fhip’s pilot, to learn navigation ; the other was a middlc-aigtd man, the fupercargo, and
called Sofa.

Chinnikoff foon met with the punifhment due to his crimes. The two ftrangers were
conduéled to Peterfburg, where they were fent to the academy, with proper inftruétors
and attendants ; and feveral young men were, at the fame time, put about them for the
purpofe of learning the Japanefe language.

They were thrown on the coaft of Kamtfchatka in 1730. The younger furvived
the abfence from his country five, the other fix years. Their portraits are to be
feen in the cabinet of the emprefs at Peterfburg.==Vid, Kralcheninikoff, Vol. ii. part 4.
Fr. Ed.

like
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like the Kamtfchadale joxrts, with this difference, that they
are covered with raw deer-ikins in winter, and tanned ones
in fummer. Their fledges are drawn by deer, and never
by dogs; which, like the latter, are likewife always fpayed,
in order to be trained to this bufinefs. The draft deer
pafture in company with the others; and when they are
wanted, the herdimen make ufe of a certain cry, which
they inftantly obey, by coming out of the herd.

The prieft of Paratounca informed me, that the two
nations of the Koriacs, and the T{ichutiki, {peak different
dialects of the fame language ; and that it bears not the
fmalleft refemblance to the Kamt{chadale.

The country of the Tichutiki is bounded on the South
by the Anadir, and extends along the coaft to the Tichut-
ikoi Nofs. Like the Wandering Koriacs, their attention is
principally confined to their deer, of which their country
affords great numbers, both tame and wild. They are a
ftout, well-made, bold, warlike race of people ; redoubtable
neighbours to both nations of the Koriacs, who often feel
the effeéts of their depredatory incurfions. The Ruflians
have, for many years, been ufing their endeaveurs to bring
them under their dominion ; and, after lofing a great many
men in their different expeditions for this purpofe, have
not been able to effect it.

I fhall here conclude this article, fince all we can fay of
this people, on our own knowledge, hath been laid before
the Reader in the preceding Volume.

G AP
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Plan of our future Proceedings.—Courfe to the Southward,
along the Coafl of Kamtfchatka,—Cape Lopatka,—Pafs the
Hands Shoowika and Paramoufir.—Driven to the Eafi-
ward of the Kuriles.—Singular Situation with refpedt to the
pretended Difcoveries of former Navigaitors.—Fruitlefs At-
tempts to veach the Iffands North of japan.—Geographical
Conclufions.—View of the Coafl of Fapan.—Run along tbhe |
Eajl Side.—Pafs two Fapanefe Vefels.—Driven off the Coaft 1
by contrary Winds.—Extraordinary Effelf of Currents.—
Steer for the Bafbees.— Pafs large Quantities of Pumice
Stone.—Difcover Sulpbur Ifland.—Pafs the Pratas.—lIfles

of Lema, and Ladrone Ifland.— Chinefe Pilot taken on ' .
board the Refolution.— Jowrnals of the QOfficers and Men :
Sfecured.
1779 UR inftructions from the Board of Admiralty having
e left a difcretionary power with the commanding Of-

saturday 9. ficer of the expedition, in cafe of failure in the fearch of a
paflage from the Pacific into the Atlantic Ocean, to return
to England, by whatever route he fthould think beft for the
farther improvement of geography; Captain Gore de-
manded of the principal officers their fentiments, in writ-
ing, refpecting the manner in which thefe orders might

moft effe¢tually be obeyed. The refult of our opinions,
which
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which he had the fatisfaétion to find unanimous, and en-
tirely coinciding with his own, was, that the condition of the
thips, of the fails and cordage, made it unfafe to attempt,
at fo advanced a {eafon of the year, to navigate the {ea be-
tween Japan and Afia; which would otherwife have af-
forded the largeft field for difcovery; that it was therefore
advifeable to keep to the Eaftward of that ifland, and in
our way thither to run along the Kuriles, and examine
more particularly the iflands that lie neareft the Northern
coaft of Japan, which are reprefented as of a confiderable
fize, and independent of the Ruflian and Japanefe govern-
ments. Should we be {o fortunate as to find in thefe any
fafe and commodious harbours, we conceived they might
be of importance, either as places of fhelter for any future
navigators, who may be employed in exploring the feas,
or as the means of opening a commercial intercourfe
among the neighbouring dominions of the two empires.
Our next objeét was to furvey the coaft of the Japanefe
Hlands, and afterward to make the coaft of China, as far
to the Northward as we were able, and run along it to
Macao.

This plan being adopted, I received orders from Captain
Gore, in cafe of feparation, to proceed immediately to
Macao ; and at {ix o’clock in the evening of the gth of Oc-
tober, having cleared thLe entrance of Awatfka Bay, we
fteered to the South Eaft, with the wind North Weft and
by Weft. At midnight we had a dead calm, which con-
tinued till noon of the roth; the light-houfe, at this time,
bearing North half Weft, diftant five leagues, and Cape
Gavareea South by Weft half Weft. Being luckily in found-
ings of fixty and feventy fathoms water, we employed our
time very profitably in catching cod, which were exceed-

ingly
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ingly fine and plentiful; and at three in the afternoon, a
breeze {prung up from the Weft, with which we ftood
along.the coaft to the Southward. A head-land, bearing
South by Weft, now opened with Cape Gavareea, lying
about feven leagues beyond it. Between them are two
narrow but deep inlets, which may probably unite behind
what appears to be an high ifland. The coaft of thefe
inlets is fteep and cliffy. The hills break abruptly, and
form chafms and deep vallies, which are well wooded.
Between Cape Gavareea (which lies in latitude 52° 21,
longitude 158 38" and Awatika Bay, there are appear-
ances of feveral inlets, which at firft fight may flatter
the mariner with hopes of finding fhelter and {fafe an-
chorage: but the Ruffian pilots aflured us, that there are
none capable of admitting veflels of the fmalleft fize, as
the low land fills up the fpaces that appear vacant be-
tween the high projecting head-lands. Toward evening,
it again became calm; but, at midnight, we had a light
breeze from the North, which increafed gradually to a
ftrong gale; and at noon, the next day, we found our-
{elves in latitude 52° 4, longitude 158° 31°, when Cape Ga-
vareea bore North by Weft one quarter Weft; the South
extreme South Weit half Weft. We were at this time dif-
tant from the neareft thore about three leagues, and faw
the whole country inland covered with fnow. A point of
land to the Southward, which we place in latitude 51° 54,
formed the North fide of a deep bay, called Achachinfkoi,
in the diftant bottom of which we fuppofed a large river
to empty itfelf, from the land behind being fo unufually
low. South of Achachinikoi Bay, the land is not fo rugged
and barren as that part of the country which we had be-
fore paffed.

During
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During the night we had variable winds and rain; but at
four in the morning of the 12th, it began to blow {o ftrong,
from the North Eaft, as to oblige us to double-reef the top-
fails, and make it prudent to ftand more off the thore. At
fix, the weather becoming more moderate and fair, we
again made fail, and ftood in for the land. At noon, our
latitude was 51° o', longitude 157° 25°. The Northernmoft
land in fight, being the point we have mentioned as firft
opening with Cape Gavareea, bore North North Eaft. A
head-land, with a flat top, which is in latitude 51° 27, and
makes the South point of an inlet, called Girowara, bore
North one quarter Eaft, and the Southernmoft land in fight
Weft three quarters North, diftant fix leagues. At this time
we could juft perceive low land ftretching from the South-
ern extreme; but the wind veering round to the North
Weft, we could not get a nearer view of it. At fix in the
afternoon, we {faw, from the maft-head, Cape Lopatka, the
Southernmoft extremity of Kamtfchatka. It is a very low
flat Cape, floping gradually from the high level land that
we faw at noon, and bore Weft half North, about five
leagues diftant; and the high land North Weft by Weft
half Weft. As this point of land forms fo marked an ob-
ject in the geography of the Eaftern coaft of Afia, we were
glad to be able, by an accurate obfervation, and {everal
good angles, to determine its precife fituation, which is in
latitude 51° o', longitude 156° 45'. To the North Weft of
it we faw a remarkable high mountain, the top of which
lofes itfelf in the clouds; and, at the fame time, the firft of
the Kurile Iflands, called Shoomfka, appeared in fight,
bearing Weft half South. The paffage between this ifland
and Cape Lopatka, the Ruflians defcribe as being three
miles broad, and very dangerous, on account of the ra-

You. III. 3.8 pidity
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pidity of the tides, and the {unk rocks that are off the
Cape. From Cape Gavareea to Lopatka, the coaft trends
South Eaft. South of Achachinfkoi, the land is not fo
high and broken as between that Bay and the mouth of
Awatfka, being only of a moderate elevation toward the
fea, with hills gradually rifing farther back in the coun-
try. The coaft is fteep and bold, and full of white chalky
patches.

At noon, the weather falling again to a calm, afforded us
an opportunity of catching fome fine cod. We were, at this
time, in forty fathoms water, and about five or fix leagues
from Cape Lopatka. Both in the fore and afternoon, we
had obfervations, with different compaffes, for the varia=-
tion, and found it to be 5° 20" Eaft.

We ftood on all night, under an eafy fail, to the South
South Weft, having the wind Welterly. At midnight we
founded, and had fixty fathoms; and, at day-break of the
13th, we faw the fecond of the Kurile Iflands (called by the
Ruflians Paramoutfir), extending from North Weft by Weft,
to Weft half South. This land is very high, and almoft
entirely covered with fnow. At noon, the extremes bore
from North North Weft half Weft, to Weft North Weit half
Weft; and a high peaked mountain, from which fome
thought they faw fmoke ifluing, North Weift by Weft half
Weft, about twelve or fourteen leagues diftant. At this
time our latitude, by obfervation, was 49° 49, and our lon-
gitude 157° o’. In the courfe of the day we {faw many gulls
and albatroffes, and feveral whales.

Paramoulfir is the largeft of the Kuriles under the domi-
nion of Ruffia, and well deferves a more accurate furvey,
than we were at this time allowed to take. For, in the af-

ternoon, the gale increafing from the Weft, we were never
able
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able to approach it nearer than we had done at noon ; and
were, therefore, obliged to be contented with endeavouring
to afcertain its fitnation at that diftance. We place the South
end of the ifland in latitude 49° 58"; the North end in lati-
tude 50° 46', and in longitude 10” Well of Lopatka; and as
this pofition is found not to differ materially from that given
by the Ruflians, it is probably very near the truth. Whilit
we were abreaft of this ifland, we had a very heavy {well
from the North Eaft, though the wind had, for fome time,
been from the Weftward; a circamftance which we have
already remarked more than once during the courfe of our
voyage. In the night we tried for foundings, but found no
ground with fifty fathoms of line.

On the 14th and 15th, the wind blowing fteadily and frefh
from the Weftward, we were obliged to ftand to the South-
ward; and confequently hindered from feeing any more of
the Kurile iflands. At noon of the 16th, the latitude, by
obfervation, was 45° 27"; the longitude, deduced from a
number of lunar obfervations taken during the three days
paft, 155° 30". The variation 4° 30" Eaft. In this fituation,
we were almoft furrounded by the {uppofed difcoveries of
former navigators, and uncertain to which we fhould turn
ourfelves. To the Southward and the South Weft were
placed, in the French charts, a group of five iflands, called
the Three Sifters, Zellany, and Kunathir. We were about
ten leagues, according to the {fame maps, to the Weil-
ward of the land of De Gama, which we had pafled to
the Eaftward in April laft, at a diftance rather lefs than
this, without feeing any appearance of it; from which
circumftance we may now conclude, that, if fuch land
exift at all, it muft be an ifland of a very inconfiderable
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fize*, On the other hand, if we give credit to the original
pofition of this land, fixed by Texierat, it lay to the Weft
by South; and as the Company’s Land}, Staten Ifland §,
and the famous land of Jefo ||, were alfo fuppofed to lie

nearly

* From Muller’s account of the courfe fteered by Captain Spanberg, in his route from
Kamtlchatka to Japan, it appears, that he muft alfo undoubtedly have feen De Gama’s
Land, if it really has the extent given it in Mr. d’Anville’s maps. Walton, who com-
manded a veflel in the fame expedition, feems alfo to have looked in vain for this land on
his return from Japan; and three years afterward, on account of fome doubts that had
arifen refpe&ting Spanberg’s courfe, Beering went direétly in fearch of it, as low as the
latitude of 46°.—See Foyages et Decouvertes, &c. p. 210, & feq.

+ See Book VI. Chap. i. p. 18o.

1 This land was feen by the Dutchmen who failed in the Caftricom and Brefkes, and
imagined by them to be part of the continent of America. There now remains fcarce
any doubt of its being the iflands of Qoroop and Nadeegfda,—See the Journals of the
Caftricom and Brefkes, publifhed by Wetzer.

§ This land was alfo difcovered by the Caftricom ; and, from its fituation, as defcribed
in the journal of that veflel, it appears to be the iflands of the Three Sifters.

II The country of Jefo, which has fo long been a ftumbling-block to our modern geo-
graphers, was firft brought to the knowledge of Europeans by the Dutch veffels mentioned
in the preceding notes. The name appears, from the earlieft accounts, to have been
well known, both to the Japanefe and the Kamtfchadales ; and ufed by them, indifcrimi-
nately, for all the iflands lying between Kamtfchatka and Japan. It has fince been ap-
plied to a large imaginary ifland, or continent, fuppofed to have been difcovered by the
Caftricom and Brefkes ; and it may not, therefore, be improper to confider the grounds
of this miftake, as far as can be collefted from the ]ournals of that expedition. The ob-
ject of the voyage, in which thofe thips were engaged, was to explore the Eaftern thore of
Tartary; but, being feparated by a florm off the South Eaft point of Japan, they failed
in different tracks along the Eaft fide of that ifland ; and, having pafled its Northern ex-
tremity, proceeded fingly on their intended expedition.

The Caftricom, commanded by De Vries, fteering Northward, fell in with land on the
third day, in latitude 42°. He failed along the South Eaft coaft about fixty leagues in a
conflant fog 3 and, having anchored in various places, held a friendly intercourfe with the
inhabitants. Thus far the Journal. Now, as the iflands of Matimai, Kunathir, and
Zellany appear, from Captain Spanberg’s Difcoveries, to lie exaétly in this fituation, there

B
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nearly in the fame direftion, together with the group firft
mentioned, according to the Ruffian charts, we thought
this courfe deferved the preference, and accordingly hauled
round to the Weftward, the wind having fhifted, in the
afternoon, to the Northward. During this day we faw
large flocks of gulls, feveral albatrofles, fulmars, and a
number of fith, which our failors called grampufes; but,
as far as we could judge from the appearance of thofe that
pafled clofe by the fhips, we imagined them to be the
kafatka, or fword-fifh, defcribed by Krafcheninikoff, to
whom I refer the Reader, for a curious account of the
manner in which they attack the whales. In the evening,
a vifit from a {mall land-bird, about the fize of a gold-
finch, and refembling that bird in fhape and plumage,
made us keep a good look-out for land. However, at mid-

can be no doubt of their being the fame land ; and the circumftance of the fog fufficiently
accounts for the error of De Vries, in imagining them to be one continent ; without hav-
ing recourfe to the fuppofition of an earthquake, by which Mr. Muller, from his defire to
reconcile the opinion generally received, with the later Ruffian difcoveries, conceives the
feveral parts to have been feparated. The Journal then proceeds to give an account of
the difcovery of Staten Ifland and Company’s Land, of which I have already given my
opinion, and fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. Having paffed through the Straits of
De Vries, fays the Journal, they entered a vaft, wild, and tempeftuous fea, in which they
fteered, through mifts and darknefs, to the 48° latitude North; after which they were
driven by contrary winds to the Southward, and again fell in with land to the Weftward,
in latitude 45°, which they unaccountably ftill imagined to be part of the continent of
Jelo ; whereas, whoever examines Janfen’s map of their difcoveries (which appears to be
exceedingly accurate, as far as his information went), will, I believe, have no doubt,
that they were, at this time, on the coaft of Tartary. Having traced this land four de-
grees to the Northward, they returned to the Southward through the Straits they had paffed
before,

It is not neceflary to trouble the Reader with the Journal of the Brefkes, as it contains
no new matter, and has been already republithed, and very fatisfactorily animadverted
upon by Mr. Muller.—Foyages from Afia to America, &c. Englilh Tranflation, p. 78.

night,
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night, on trying for foundings, we found no ground with
forty-five fathoms of line.

On the 17th, at noon, we were in latitude 45° 7, by
obfervation, longitude 154° 0. The wind now again com-
ing to the Weftward, obliged us to fteer a more Southerly
courfe; and, at midnight, it blew from that quarter a frefh
gale, accompanied with heavy rain. In the morning, we
faw another land-bird, and many flocks of gulls and pe-
terels bending their courfe to the South Weft. The heavy
North Eaft {well, with which we had conftantly labour-
ed fince our departure from Lopatka, now ceafed, and
changed fuddenly to the South Eaft. In the forenoon of
the 18th, we paffed great quantities of rock-weed, from
which, and the flights of birds above mentioned, we con-
jeétured we were at no great diftance from the Southern-
moft of the Kuriles; and, at the {fame time, the wind com-
ing round to the South, enabled us to ftand in forit. Attwo,
we fet ftudding-fails, and fteered Weft ; but the wind in-
creafing to a gale, foon obliged us to double reef the top-
fails; and, at midnight, we judged it neceflary to try for
foundings. Accordingly we hove to; but, finding no bot-
tom at feventy-five fathoms, we were encouraged to per-
fevere, and again bore away Weft, with the wind at South

Eaft. This courfe we kept till two in the morning, when

the weather becoming thick, we hauled our wind, and
fteered to the South Weft till five, when a violent ftorm
reduced us to our courfes.

Notwithitanding the unfavourable ftate of the weather
left us little profpeét of making the land, we ftill kept this
objeét anxioufly in view ; and, at day-light, ventured to
{teer Weft by South, and continued to ftand on in this di-
rection till ten in the forenoon, when the wind, fuddenly

fhifting
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fhifting to the South Weft, brought with it clear weather.
Of this we had {carcely taken advantage, by fetting the top-
fails, and letting out the reefs, when it began to blow fo
ftrong from this quarter, that we were forced to clofe-reeve
again; and, at noon, the wind fhifting two points to the
Weft, rendered it vain to keep any longer on this tack, We
therefore put about, and fteered to the Southward. At this
time, our latitude, by obfervation, was 44° 12’y and longi-
tude 150° 40"; {o that, after all our efforts, we had the mor-
tification to find ourfelves, according to the Ruffian charts,
upon a meridian with Nadeegfda, which they make the
Southernmoft of the Kurile iflands, and about twenty
leagues to the Southward.

But, though the violent and contrary winds we had met
with during the laft fix days, prevented our getting in with
thefe iflands, yet the courfe we had been obliged to hold, is
not without its geographical advantages. For the group of
iflands, confifting of the Three Sifters, Kunafhir, and Zel-
lany (which, in D’Anville’s maps, are placed in the track
we had juft crofled) being, by this means, demonftratively
removed from that fituation, an additional proof is obtained
of their lying to the Weftward, where Spanberg actually
places them, between the longitude 142° and 147°. But as
this fpace is occupied, in the French charts, by part of the
{fuppofed land of Jefo and Staten Ifland, Mr. Muller’s opi-
nion becomes extremely probable, that they are all the
fame lands ; and, as no reafons appear for doubting Span-
berg’s accuracy, we have ventured, in our general map, to
reinftate the Three Sifters, Zellany, and Kunafhir, in their
proper fituation, and have entirely omitted the reft. When
the Reader recollets the manner in which the Ruffians

have multiplied the iflands of the Northern Archipelago,
from
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from the want of accuracy in determining their real fitua-
tion, and the defire men naturally feel of propagating new
difcoveries, he will not be furprized, that the fame caufes
fhould produce the fame effects. It is thus that the Jefoian
lands, which appear, both from the accounts of the Japa-
nefe, and the earlieft Ruflian traditions, to be no other
than the Southern Kurile iflands, have been fuppofed dif-
tinct from the latter. The land of De Gama is next on
record ; and was originally placed nearly in the fame fitua-
tion with thofe juft mentioned; but was removed, as has
been already fuggefted, to make room for Staten Ifland,
and the Company’s Land ; and as Jefo, and the Southern-
moft of the Kuriles, had alfo poffeffion of this {pace, that
nothing might be loft, they were provided for, the for-
mer a little to the Wefltward, and the latter to the Eaft-
ward.

As the iflands of Zellany and Kunafthir, according to the
Ruflian charts, were {till to the Southward, we were not
without hopes of being able to make them, and therefore
kept our head as much to the Weftward as the wind would
permit, On the 2oth, at noon, we were in latitude 43° 477
and longitude 150° 30"; and fteering Weit by South, with
a moderate breeze from South Eaft, and probably not more
than twenty-four leagues to the Eaftward of Zellany, when
our good fortune again deferted us. For, at three o'clock
in the afternoon, the wind, veering round to the North
Wett, began to blow fo ftrong, that we were brought un-
der our forefail and mizen ftay-fail. We had very heavy
fqualls, and hard rain, during the next twenty-four hours;
after which, the horizon clearing a little, and the weather
growing moderate, we were enabled to {et the topfails ; but

the wind, ftill continuing to blow from the North Weift,
baifled
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baffled all our endeavours to make the land, and obliged
us, at laft, to give up all further thoughts of difcovery to
the North of Japan. We {fubmitted to this difappointment
with the greater reluctance, as the accounts that are given
of the inhabitants of thefe iflands, mentioned at the end of
the laft Chapter, had excited in us the greater curiofity to
vifit them. :

In the afternoon, the leach-rope of the Refolution’s fore-
top-fail gave way, and {plit the fail. As this accident had
often happened to us in Captain Cook’s life-time, he had
ordered the foot and leach-ropes of the topfails to be taken
out, and larger fixed in their ftead ; and as thefe alfo proved
unequal to the ftrain that was on them, it is evident, that
the proper proportion of firength between thofe ropes and
the fail is exceedingly mifcalculated in our fervice. This
day a land-bird perched on the rigging, and was taken;
it was larger than a fparrow, but, in other refpects, very
like one.

The gale now abated gradually; {o that, in the morning
of the 22d, we let out the reefs of the topfails, and made
more fail. At noon, we were in latitude 40° 58’, and longi-
tude 148° 17" ; the variation 3° Eaft. In the afternoon, ano-
ther little wanderer from the land pitched on the fhip,
and was fo worn out with fatigue, that it fuffered itfelf to
be taken immediately, and died a few hours afterward.
It was not bigger than a wren, had a tuft of yellow fea-
thers on its head, and the reft of its plumage like that of
the linnet. The fparrow, being ftronger, lived a long time,
Thefe birds plainly indicating, that we could not be at any
great diftance from the land, and the wind, after varying a
little, fixing in the evening at North, our hopes of mak-
ing the land again revived, and we hauled up to the Weft

Vou. 111 1 3 E North
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North Weft, in which direction, the Southernmoft iflands,
feen by Spanberg, and faid to be inhabited by hairy men,
lay at the diftance of about fifty leagues. But the wind
not keeping pace with our wifhes, blew in fuch light airs,
that we made little way, till eight the next morning, when
we had a frefh breeze from the South South Weft, with
which we continued to fteer Weft North Weft till the
evening. At noon, we were in latitude 40° 35, longitude
146" 455 the latter deduced from feveral lunar obfervations
taken during the night. The variation of the needle we
found to be 17° Eaft. In the evening, we had ftrong {qually
gales attended with rain, and having pafied, in the courfe
of the day, feveral patches of green grafs, and feen a fhag,
many {mall land birds, and flocks of gulls, it was not
thought prudent, with all thefe figns of the vicinity of
land, to ftand on during the whole night. We therefore
tacked at midnight, and fteered a few hours to the South
Eaft, and at four in the morning of the 24th, again direted
our courfe to the Weft North Weft, and carried a prefs of
fail till feven in the evening, when the wind fhifted from
South South Weft to North, and blew a frefh gale. At
this time we were in the latitude of 40° 57, and the lon-
gitude of 145" 20'.

This {fecond difappointment in our endeavours to get to
the North Weft, together with the boifterous weather we
had met with, and the little likelihood, at this time of the
year, of its becoming more favourable to our views, were
Captain Gore's motives for now finally giving up all farther
fearch for the iflands to the North of Japan, and for fhap-
ing a courfe Weft South Weft, for the North part of that
ifland. In the night, the wind fhifted to the North Eaft,
and blew a frefh gale, with hard rain, and hazy weather,

which,
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which, by noon of the 25th, brought us to the latitude of
40° 18, in the longitude 144° o’. To-day we faw flights of
wild ducks, a pigeon lighted on our rigging, and many
birds, like linnets, flew about us with a degree of vigour
that feemed to prove, they had not been long upon the
wing. We alfo paffed patches of long grafs, and a piece
either of fugar-cane or bamboo. Thefe figns, that land
was at no great diftance, induced us to try for foundings ;
but we found no ground with ninety fathoms of line. To-
ward evening, the wind by degrees fhifted round to the
South, with which we ftill kept on to the Weft South Weft;
and' at day-break of the 26th, we had the pleafure of de-
fcrying high land to the Weftward, which proved to be
Japan. At eight, it extended from North Weft to South
by Weit, diftant three or four leagues. A low flat cape
bore North Weft three-quarters Weft, and feemed to make
the South part of the entrance of a bay. Toward the South
extreme, a conical {haped hill bore South by Weft three-
quarters Weft. To the Northward of this hill there ap-
peared to be a very deep inlet, the North fide of the en-
trance into which is formed by a low point of land, and,
as well as we could judge by our glafles, has a fmall ifland
near it to the Southward.

We ftood on till nine, when we were within two leagues
of the land, bearing Weft three-quarters South, and had
foundings of fifty-eight fathoms, with a bottom of very
fine fand. We now tacked and ftood off; but the wind
dying away, at noon we had got no farther than three
leagues from the coaft, which extended from North Weft
by North three-quarters Weft, to South half Eaft, and was,
for the moft part, bold and cliffy. The low cape to the
Northward bore North Weft by Weft, fix leagues diftant ;
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and the North point of the inlet South, three-quarters Weft,
The latitude, by obfervation, was 40° 5', and longitude 142°
28’. The Northernmeoft land in fight, we judged to be the
Northern extremity of Japan #. It is lower than any other
part; and, from the range of the high lands that were feen
over it from the maft-head, the coaft appeared evidently to
incline round to the Weftward. The North point of the
inlet we fuppofed to be Cape Nambu, and the town to be
fituated in a break of the high land, toward which the in-
let {feemed to direct itfelf . The country is of a moderate
height, confifts of a double range of mountains ; it abounds
with wood, and has a pleafing variety of hills and dales.
We faw the {fmoke of feveral towns or villages, and many
houfes near the fhore, in pleafant and cultivated {fitua-
tions.

During the calm, being willing to make the beft ufe of
our time, we put our fithing lines overboard, in fixty fa-
thoms water, but without any fuccefs. As this was the only
amufement our circumftances admitted, the difappoint-
ment was always very fenfibly felt, and made us look back
with regret to the cod-banks of the dreary regions we had
left, which had fupplied us with fo many wholefome meals,
and, by the diverfion they afforded, had given a variety to
the wearifome fucceflion of gales and calms, and the tedi-

# The only authentic furvey of the Eaftern coaft of Japan, with which I am ae-
quainted, is that publifhed by Janfen in his Atlas, and compiled with great accuracy from
the charts and journals of the Caftricom and Brefkes. I have therefore adopted, where-
ever the identity of the fituations could be nearly afcertained, the names given in that
map to the correfponding points and head-lands feen by us along the coait.

Janfen places the Northern extremity of Japan in latitude 40° 15°. The point feen.
by us was in latitude 40° 27’.
4+ & This town is called by Janfen, Nabo.
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ous repetition of the fame nautical obfervations. At two
in the afternoon, the breeze frefhened from the Southward,
and, by four, had brought us under clofe-reefed topfails,
and obliged us to ftand off to the South Eaft. In confe-
quence of this courfe, and the hazinefs of the weather, the
land foon difappeared. We kept on all night, and till eight
the next morning, when the wind coming round to the
North, and growing moderate, we made fail, and fteered
Weft South Weft, toward the land ; but did not make it till
three in the afternoon, when it extended from North Weit
half Weft to Weft. The Northernmoft extreme being a
continuation of the high land, which was the Southern-
moft we had {feen the day before; the land to the Wetft
we conceived to be the Hofe Tafel Berg (the High Table
Hill) of Janfen. Between the two extremes, the coaft was
low and f{carcely perceptible, except from the maft-head.
We ftood on toward the coaft till eight, when we were
about five leagues diftant; and having fhortened fail for
the night, fteered to the Southward, founding every four
hours ; but never found ground with one hundred and fixty
fathoms of line.

On the 28th, at {ix in the morning, we again faw land,
twelve leagues to the Southward of that {feen the preceding
day, extending from Weft South Weft to Weft by North.
We fteered South Weit obliquely with the fthore; and, at
ten, faw more land open to the South Weft. To the Weft-
ward of this land, which is low and flat, are two iflands, as
we judged, though fome doubts were entertained, whether
they might not be connected with the adjacent low ground.
The hazy weather, joined to our diftance, prevented us alfo
from determining, whether there are any inlets or harbours
between the projeting points, which {eem here to promife
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good fhelter. At noon, the North extreme bore North Weft
by North, and a high peaked hill, over a fteep head-land,
Weit by North, diftant five leagues. Our latitude at this
time, by obfervation, was 38° 16, longitude 142° 9'. The
mean of the variation, from obfervations taken both in the
fore and afternoon, was 1° 20" Eaft.

At half paft three in the afternoon, we loft fight of the
land; and, from its breaking off fo fuddenly, conjeftured,
that what we had {een this day is an ifland, or, perhaps, a
clufter of iflands, lying off the main land of Japan; but as
the iflands, called by Janfen the Schildpads, and by Mr.
D’Anville Matfima, though laid down nearly in the fame
{ituation, are not equal in extent to the land {een by us, we
mutit leave this point undecided. Having kept a South Weift
courfe during the remaining part of the day, we found
ourfelves, at midnight