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10 MEMOIRS OF

their Enemies, could only avenge them-
felves for their Difafters by accufing the
Rufiians of cowardly Artifice. They over-
power us, faid they, by the Superiority of
their Fire, which, in fa&, it is impoffible
to approach ; but let them leave their abo-
minable Batteries, and encounter us like
brave men, hand to hand, and we thall foon
fee whether thefe Infidels can refift the
flaughtering fabre of the True-Believers.
This Multitude of wretched Fanaticks
even reproached the Rufiians for having at-
tacked them during the holy Seafon of
Ramazan. Neverthelefs, the Grand-Seig-
nior, having been informed that the How-
itzes had very much annoyed his Cavalry,
enquired of me what kind of Artillery
they were; for they were unknown at
Conftantinople. To fatisfy his defire to be
informed, concerning the different Bombs
and Pieces of Ordnance made ufe of in
Europe, 1 fent that Prince the Memoirs
of Saint Remy ; he could only examine the
Plates ; and thefe he had carried after him,
when he went abroad, by one of his At-
tendants.
Sultan
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o8 MEMOIRS OF

tioned in the Order. Fifty Gunners were
directed to accompany them to Varna,
where they were to leave them, buried in
the Sand, on the Shore, for want of means
to tranfport them; and all this was the
effect of the puné&uality of the Grand Seig-
nior’s Minifters.

That Prince was foon informed of the
little Succefs of all the care he had taken;
and the Vifir, who commanded the Army,
having reprefented to his Highnefs the
neceflity of providing it with Pontoons and
Perfons able to make ufe of them (an
Invention till then unknown to the Turks)
Sultan Muftapha appointed me to provide
them, and ordered that every thing relative
thereto thould be left entirely to my Direc-
tions.

As that Prince was convinced, by long
experience, of the mifapplication of Mo-

.ney, intended for ufeful Expences, he
ordered the Treafury to reckon with me,
alone, for the Sums neceffary for the Bufi-
nefs in which I was engaged. You may
take up what money you think proper, faid
the Vifir, it will be paid to your receipt;

and






















































116 MEMOIRS OF

for that few Perfons, in his Situation,
would have taken the like Pains to increafe
my Credit with the Porte. The Project
of dire&ing the Fabrication of a new Ar-
tillery appeared, to him, fo great an under-
taking that he thought nothing could
exceed it; and when, while relating to
him all that had paffed, 1 informed him
of the anfwer of the Vifir, and his refufal
of the Workmen, he was fo offended that,
interrupting me haftily, I hope, faid he,
you will now no longer attempt to ferve
fuch People. I have accepted their own
Terms, anfwered I.
- The calmnefs of my Reply could not
difpel the Fears of M. de Saint-Prieft; his
Prudence was aware of every Inconvenience,
and his knowledge forefaw every difficulty ;
which were ftill more magnified by his
Friendfhip. At length I pacified him a
little by affirming I fhould fucceed; but
this Sucefs I could not warrant to myfelf.
I had never feen any Foundery, and my
Tafte for the Arts, which I had’ always
made my Amufement, had never led me
to attempt what could amufe nobody.

To






























126 MEMOIRS OF

every refpect like the reft, nor everdifcovered
the caufe of this Exception. As there was
not time for my Anxiety to be difcovered,
this was confidered as a ftroke of dexterity,
with which I chofe to conclude; and the
Turks boafted of the Courage they had
thewn.

Some Shells, thrown from an eleven-inch
Mortar, at a Tent, fet up at the diftance of
fix hundred Fathoms, by knocking down.
the Mark, completed the fatisfaction of the
Emperor, and his Grandees, affembled on
the occafion, His Highnefs had brought
with him a rich ermined Peliffe, which he
intended to prefent me with ; but, as I have
already hinted, the prefence of the Comte
de Saint-Prieft, whom he had notexpected,
determined him to fupprefs this mark of
Diftin&ion, for fear of difpleafing that Am-
baffador, for whom he had not prepared the
like Prefent. He therefore adopted the
Expedient of fending for me to the Porte,
there to receive this Token of his Appro-
bation. - '

One of the Officers of his Train was im=
mediately difpatched with thefe Orders, and

the


























































































































































































188 MEMOIRS OF

to engage in every Amufement which might
banifh all fuch Ideas from his Mind, and
thus deftroy the Effe& by removing the
Caufe. Frequent Excurfions, Mufick, and
fome Buffoonries, took up all the Attention
of this Prince (D). His Favorites withed
to fee the end of a War that englutted im-
menfe Sums, which they fuppofed they
could employ to better purpofe; and his
Minifters faw, with dread, the moment ap=~
proaching when the Enemy would force
them to accept the moft humiliating Terms.
A common Boftandgi, attached to Ab-
dul-Hamid, during his Retirement, had
become his Favorite on the Throne. Ac-
cuftomed to perform inferior Offices, his
Abilities were confined to mean Intrigue,
to which, when in favor, he joined an Info-
lence he could not before difcover. The
Vifir Caimakan was his firft ViGim ; his
Place was fupplied by that Abdi-Pacha,
furnamed Kooyoodgy (the Pitdigger) whom
I have before mentioned, and whofe Cru-
elty could find none but deftructive means

of reftoring Order (E).
Iied-Bey, whofe mild and beneficent
Character I have already defcribed, was, in
like




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































13 MEMOIRS OF

I took care to cover my Efcort with
my {mall Troop of Europeans; and we
continued to march on, in this order,
which had no very hoftile Appearance,
when we perceived a motion in the
Enemy’s Camp, from which feveral of
the Turcomen advanced to meet us; and
I foon had the Muficians, of the different
Hordes, playing and dancing before me,
all the time we were paffing by the fide
of their Camp. I took leave of them, by
prefenting them with that Reward the
hope of which had brought them to at-
tend us, and with which they were very
civil to go away contented.

We lodged, the fame Evening, at Ma-
hamout-Kan, a kind of Caftle at the en-
trance of the narrow Paffes of Baylan ().
We croflfed the Mountains the next day.
The Turkith Government, in favour of
Commerce and Travellers, has:appointed
Efcorts for their fecurity; who, to rene
der themfelves more neceflary, take care

(n) A continuation of Mount Lebanon: thefe
Mountains, inhabited by the Curds(O), join to thofe
of Caramania, |
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Coaft of Caramania, where it would be

more dangerous to herborize. The prox-
imity and fimilarity of the Soil of Cyprus,
to that of the Continent of Afia, leave
no doubt but their vegetable Producions
are perfectly alike ; and I was forry the
Seafon was not proper for the Enquiries
of 2 Young Naturaliff, whom M. Poif-
fonnier had placed on board the Frigate
as principal Surgeon.

We left Cyprus, coafting the Ifland
guite to its wefterly point; whence the
Frigate took its departure for Rhodes, and
anchored oppofite that famous Tower where
the Valour of the European Nobility, dif-
puting the Laurel with the great Soliman,
yielded nothing but the Field of Battle.

Several Armories, of the Knights Hof-
pitallers, are ftill to be feen in the City
of Rhodes; and this Ifland, originally the
Terror of the Turks, is ftill formidable
to all the Archipelago, by the mainte-
nmance of two Galleys, intended to defend
it from the Maltefe Corfairs, but which
only ferve to give difturbance to the Inha-
bitants of the neighbouring Iflands, The

Govern-
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ployed to weigh up the remainder of the
Brafs-cannon, funk in this Gulph ; and
thofe to whom this Bufinefs was entrufted
applied to their own profit as many Frag-
ments as they could convey away, to fell
to the beft Bidder /7.

At a {mall diftance from Tchefmai, we

doubled Cape Cara Boornoo, which forms
a fpacious and deep Harbour, at the bot-
tom of which the City of Smyrna is fitu-
ated. This Port is the emporium of Afia;
and may be confidered as the principal feat
of Commerce, in the Levant, both for
Exports and Imports. The riches of
fome Perfons of large Property, main=-
tain in the Environs of Smyrna a Syf=
tem of Independence, the Progrefs of
which increafes every day. ‘They rely

(z) Such methods of making Advantage, at the ex-
pence of the Grand Seignior, have been {o impudently
pra&tifed that a Pacha, of the Morea, has been known
to faw off the Muzzles of the Cannon, at Coron, to fell

AT

the Metal : this ingenious mode of robbing the Ars

tillery, without diminifhing the number of Pieces,

may have beem blamed, but it certainly was never

puﬂ iﬂldi

prin=


























































































































































































































































































































































































270 STRICTURES

from that People, the fame fentiments and
difpofitions, After the battleat Tchefmai,
the Porte, fearing, not without reafon, the
Ruffians would make an attempt on Srhyr-
na, on account of its important fituation
for Commerce, or that, fhould they defpair
to keep pofieffion of it, they might at leaft
plunder, or lay it under an enormous con-
tribution, I was charged by the Count
de St, Prieft, at the requeft of the Ottoman
Miniftry, with a Commifiion of the fame
nature with the Baron’s, and was furnifhed
with an Order from the Grand Seignior,
requiring the Officers of Government, at
Smyrna, to follow my advice, and lend
every affiftance, in their power, to execute
my plans for fecuring the City from an
attack.

With the Afiiftance of an Italian Offi-
cet, Count Morelli, and the Sieur David,
French Builder at that Port, I carried on,
at Smyrna, works, in miniature, for its
defence, nearly of the fame nature with
thofe which Baron de Tott executed on a
larger fcale at the Dardanelles and Conftan-
tinople, for the defence of the Empire. I

found
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