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AUTHOR’s PREFACE,

: HE New Difpenfatory was intended as a re-
| gular book of praé¢tical and fcientific phar-

H - macy; compofed of principles agreeable to
thofe, -on which the colleges of London and Edin-
burgh have proceeded, in the late reformation of their
officinal pharmacopceias; containing full and clear
directions, drawn from actual experience, for the pre-
paration of the feveral medicines, particularly where
_ accompanied with any difficulty or danger; and af-
figning every where, as far as poflible, their reat
virtues and ufes; intentions, which though of pri-
mary importance in a work of this kind, do not {feem
to have been at all regarded, in the other difpenfa-
tories that have hitherto appeared.
The author has had the fatisfacion of finding that
- his endeavours have not been in vain; that though
the work fell very far fhort of the perfection which
he withed for, it was diftinguithed with approbations
even beyond his hopes; with approbations, which
have induced the compilers of the other difpenfa-
tories to borrow very confiderable parts of it in their
laft editions ; in one of which, befides many para- °
graphs and entire pages here and there, the greateft
part of two hundred pages together is illiberally’
<opied from this work. "
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iv AUTHOR: PREFACE.

In this edition, I have made many material
corrections and additions; and retrenched fundry
exceptionable particulars, which, in compliance with
common prejudices, had been admitted in the firft
attempt.

The firft part contains the Elements of Pharmacy,
or what is commonly called Pharmaceutical Chemif-
try. The general neglect of this interefting and ufe-
ful ftudy, as applied to medicinal fubjects, has en-
gaged me to greatly enlarge this part, and to labour it
with more care and precifign. I have endeavoured to
give a concife and {yftematic view of the general pro-
perties and relations of vegetable, animal, and mi-
neral bedies ; the different medicinal principles they
contain ; the means cf extralting and feparating their
native component parts, without making any alte-
ration in their qualities ; and the different forms and
powers which they aflume, from different natural or
artificial operations, or from the mixture and co-
alition of one with anocther ; avoiding every where
all hypothetical reafonings, and delivering only the
dire¢t refult of experiment and obfervation. To
this hiftory is added a practical account of the in-
{truments and operations of the art, which, it is
hoped, will give the reader a full idea of them,
without the tedioufnefs of minute details.

The next part contains the Materia Medica, or
medicinal fimples, which, for reafons affigned in the
introduction ta this part, are all ranged in alphabetic
order. Rationales of the operations of medicines,
which are at beft but conjectural and unfatisfactory,
have no place in this practical work : but fome ge-
neral obfervations, of the fenfible effe@s of certain
claffes of medicines, in Cartheufer’s manner, it has
been thought expedient to retain, with fome amend-
ments from the former editions, ‘

In



AUTHOR's PREFACE. v

In treating of the feveral fimples themfelves, I have
given, where neceflary, a defcription of the fimple,
with the marks of its genuinenefs and goodnefs;
and pointed out the diftinguithing characters of {uch
as, from a refemblance in external appearance, are
liable to be confounded with others of different qua-
lities. With regard to their virtues, particular care
has been taken to reje&t the fabulous ones, which
are ftill preferved in other books of this kind ; and
to give only thofe, which have either been confirmed
| b}r‘repcated experience, or may be rationally in-
ferred from the fenfible qualities of the fubject, or
from its agreement in {mell, taite, &c. with others
of known virtue. Under each fimple are mention-
ed all the preparations made from it, and all the
compofitions in which it is an ingredient, in the
London and Edinburgh pharmacopeias. Many of
the capital articles I have examined pharmaceuti-
cally, and thewn in what feparable part of the mixt
its virtue refides, by what means the active prin-
ciple is beft extracted or preferved, and in what
form the fubftance itfelf or its preparations are moft
commodioufly and advantageoufly exhibited. At
the end of this part, the directions for the collettion
and prefervation of medicinal fubftances are re-con-
fidered.

The third and fourth parts contain the prepara-
tions and compofitions of the new Londonand Edin-
‘burgh pharmacopeeias ; with a few of the old ones,
which I am informed are ftill kept in fome fhops,
and occafionally called for; feveral of the more
celebrated medicines which have come into efteem in
France and Germany ; many from our hofpitals ; and
fome clegant extemporancous prefcriptions, fuch as
are directed in practice.
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vi AUTHOR’s PREFACE.

In the diftribution of thefe materials, it has been
found neceflary to depart from the order hitherto
received. In other difpenfatories, and in a former
edition of this, medicines are divided into two ge=
neral heads, officinal and extemporaneous. This
divifion is apparently faulty: for many of thofe
called officinal are ftritly extemporaneous, being
made only as they are wanted : and many of thofe,
which are called extemporaneous, are very well
fitted for keeping : if we thould appropriate the term
officinal to thofe which have the fanction of publie
colleges, then this abfurdity would follow, that me-
dicines of as tedious preparation as any in the book,
even Baumé’s extract of opium, which requires fe-
veral months continual boiling, would be extempo-
raneous preparations. '

To avoid this impropriety, and that of repeating
the fame forms, and frequently almoft the fame
. compofitions, in different parts of the book ; I have
ranged medicines of fimilar preparation or compo=
fition in one clafs, without regard to the ineflential -
circamftances of their being ufed at London or at
Edinburgh, at Paris or at Berlin, in the thops or in
the hofpitals ; and have endeavoared to difpofe them
in fuch a manner, as to form, {o far as could be
done with fuch materials, one regular whole, a
connelted f{yftem of practical pharmacy. That the
medicines of the London and Edinburgh colleges
may be the more readily known from the others,
their titles are printed in a larger character. The
diftinCtion, indeed, between preparations and com=
pofitions, the former of which make the third part,
and the latter the fourth, is not perhaps altogether
unexceptionable, confidering the great multiplicity
and diverfity of the f{ubjetts, many of which par-

7 take
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take of the nature of both, though fome more of
one, and others of the other: but this does not at
all affe&t the plan, or produce any diforder in the
{yftem, which continues the fame whether this dif-
tinction is retained or dropt.

The Edinburgh medicines are taken from the laft
edition of the Pharmacopaia Edinburgenfis, publithed
in the year 1756, acomplete tranflation of which has
not before appeared.

In tranflating the feveral prefcriptions, wherever
the originals appeared too concife or obfcure, the
liberty has been taken of exprefiing the directions
in a2 more full and clear manner, with care not to
vary the fenfe. The ingredients in the feveral com-
pofitions are, for the greater diftinctnefs (a point
which throughout the whole has been particularly
aimed at) ranged in different lines, as in the ori-
ginals. For want of fome method of this kind,
there are inftances of ingredients being confounded,
+ and two articles miftaken for one.

To the feveral medicines is fubjoined, where it
feemed requifite, an account of the principles on
which they are built ; together with their virtues,
ufe, and dofe ; and the cautions neceffary to be ob-
ferved in the exhibition of them. To the more
difficult or dangerous operations is added a full de-
fcription of the method of performing them with
advantage and fafety ; and to fuch medicines, as are
liable to fophiftication, the means of diftinguithing
the genuine from the adulterated. In thefe prac-
tical remarks on the particular preparations, and
on the general claffes of them at the beginning of
the refpetive chapters and fecions, the author has
laboured with diligence. If he has fucceeded in
executing his intentions, the diretiens are fuch, as
' A4 may
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may enable every apothecary to prepare, as itis his
. duty to do, all his own medicines.

The tables, inferted in a former edition, were
fo well received, that the other difpenfatories have
copied them entire. One of thefe tables, however,
that of fpecific gravities, appears, on re-examining
it, to be exceptionable : great part of it was drawn
from Dr. Friend’s experiments, in his Preletiones
chymice, in which the numbers, by fome accident,
have been fo faultily fet down, that no dependence
can be had upon them ; and few other hydroftatical
experiments have been made on medicinal f{ub-
ftances or their preparations. I have therefore now
thrown out that table, but preferved all that was
valuable in it, reduced to a more ufeful form, in
the table of the weights of certain meafures of dif-
ferent fluids. I have likewife added feveral new
ones, greatly enlarged the others, fo as to render
them of more utility in practice, and diftributed
them in the different parts of the work to which
they belong. The faé{]s on which they are built,
where no authority is mentioned, are in all cafes
(except only in the above-mentioned table of weights)
from my own experience.

The author is fufliciently fenfible, that there are
ftill many imperfections in this performance ; but
~ hopes it will appear, that he has every where con-
fulted the dignity of the art, the eafe and advantage
of the operator, and the health of the patient,

ADV ER-
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I‘_T' is now fome years fince Dr. Lewis bimfelf obliged
the public with an improved edition of this moft ele=
gant and uféful work. Since that period great im-
provement bas been made in natural biffory, by the
attention and labour of learned and ingenious men; and
- the Materia Medica confiderably énriched with many va-
luable and ufeful articles. Therefore the editor (a new
smpreffion being called for) has thought it neceffary to
- make fuch additions to the work as fhould render the
prefent edition  complete and perfect.  Befides thefe
additions, he bas added to the vegetable articles of the
Materia Medica the Linnzan names, where they were
-_ Jound to differ from thofe of the other botanic writers
whbich Dr. Lewis chofe to ufe. He bas likewife intro-
duced, in their proper places, the new articles
 awhich bave been lately recerved into the catalogue of
- the Edinburgh college ; and alfo correfied the for-
mer compofitions of the Edinburgh Pharmacopaia by
the laff edition of that wark ; flill retaining many com-
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2 . Elements of Pharmacy. Part L.

neither on the nature of the operation, nor of the materials, nor of
the effeét produced; but merely on the form in which the medicine
is intehded to be taken or applied. Thus, the diffolution of mercury
in aquafortis is ranked among the chemical preparations ; while the
very fame procefs, with the additional circumitance of uniting an
untuous material, which renders it, if any thing, ftill more che-
mical, is neverthelefs reckoned a galenical one, becaufe the pro-
duét is-ufed as an ointment. It cannot furely be fuppofed, that this
is a juft divifion ; or that the fame procefs or preparation can be-
come chemical or not chemical, according to the intention to which
it is applied, or to the form in which the produét is ufed.

If vitriol of iron (that is, iron united with a certain acid) and
any volatile alkaline falt, as that of hartfhorn or fal ammeniac, be
put together into water, in due proportions, the pungent fmell of
the volatile falt will be immediately fupprefled ; this falt uniting
with the acid of the vitriol into a new compound, while the iron
is feparated and thrown out. This is undoubtedly a chemical
effect ; and this effeét will happen, wherever thofe two ingredients
meet together in a moift ftate, whatever the form of the medicine
be." It is obvious, therefore, that the galenical forms are by no
means independent of chemiftry ; and that this fcience extends to
mixtures of the moft fimple kind.

The London college has very judicioufly rejefted this divifion ;
a divifion apparently gerived from prejudice and fuperficial know-
ledge, and which has been continued only in compliance with
cuftom. Pharmacy, in its full extent, is no other than a branch of
chemiftry, and the moft fimple pharmaceutical preparations are fo
far chemical, as they have any dependence upon the properties or
relations$ of the materials. '

PuarMAcy, according to our definition, mn; be divided into
THEORETICAL and PRACTICAL. Theoretical Pharmacy teaches
the knowledge of the medicinal {ubftances themfelves, their various
properties, qualities, and relations to one another, and their general
effects on the human body : Praétical pharmacy, the fkilful per-
formance of the f{everal procefies, or operations, by which they are
adapted to particular ufes.

What is here called zheory is not to be underftood as confifting of
fpeculative truths, or philofophical inveftigations, calculated for
explaining the phenomena, or teaching the rationale of the effeéts
produced. The theory of pharmacy is the direct refult of experi-
ment and obfervation, or rather a general and comprehenfive view
of experiments and facts themfelves; it may be termed sciENTIFIC
PHARMACY, in diftinétion from mere manual labour.

Scientific pharmacy includes all thofe facts which relate to—the-
reduction of medicinal {ubftances into different forms, antgl the
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Chap. 1. Elements of Pharmacy, 3

forms in which particular fubftances are moft commodioufly or ad-
vantageoufly ufed—their relations to one another in regard to mif-
eibility, and the means by which thofe, that of themfelves are not
mifcible, may be made to unite—the feparation of the medicinal
from the inactive matter, and of different kinds of medicinal mat-
ter from one another when combined together in the fame fubje&t,
. on the principle of one being diffoluble in liquors which will not
 diflolve the other, of one being exhalable by heat while the other
- remains fixt, &c.—the alterations which the medicinal parts them-
felves undergo, in different circumftances, and by different me-
thods of treatment—the production of new properties and medi-
. cinal powers from the coalition of diffimilar things—with many
. other particulars analogous to thefe.
. Itis obvious, that a perfe® acquaintance with pharmacy, con-
. fidered in this light, is eflentially neceffary to the due exercife
. of the art of phyfick. Without it, the prefcriber muft often erg
- in the choice of materials for the different forms of preparation
| or compofition, or in adapting a manner of preparation to given
| materials; and often be deceived alfo in the medicinal effe&s,
' which the knewn powers of the ingredients, feparately, gave
room to expeét. ;
. It would be inconfiftent with the nature of a difpenfatory, to
wholly detach the fcientific part of pharmacy from that which is
- more directly praftical; for the fcience gradually refults in the
 courfe of the praétical details. In this firft part of the work it
has been thought expedient to premife a fummary view of the ge-
!,ncral elements of the art, both pradtical and fcientific, that the
 reader may be the better prepared for the particular {ubjets and
procefles, which follow in the fecond and third parts.
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Chap. 2. Fegetables. .. ¢

rated, by fimple operations, without any alteration being made in
their native qualities.. They may, likewife, be varioufly altered
and transformed, by operations not lefs fimple. By fermentation
and the power of fire, vegetables, and all the fubftances that exift
in them (the pure watery part excepted) totally change their na-
ture, and are converted or refolved into produéts of another order.
It will be proper to take a view of thefe productions firft ; fome of
them being fubfervient to the feparation of the native principles,
and to the better underftanding of their properties.

1. Productions from vegetables by fermentation.

THE {weet and acefcent juices of fruits, infufions of malted
rain, and almoft all vegetable juices or infufions that are either
Emp!}r fweet or of a fweetnefs mixed with acidity, on being kept
in a place of temperate warmth, in a veflel not clofely ftopt, fer-
ment, grow turbid, throw off a large quantity of grofs matter, and
are converted by degrees into a VINOUs LIQUOR ; from which
may be feparated, by procefles hereafter deferibed, a pure INFLAM~
MABLE SPIRIT.

It is needlefs to obferve, how different thefe productions are, in
their medicinal as well as their more obvious properties, from the
liquors that afforded them. The native juices of fruits attenuate
~ the animal fluids, and relax the folids, fo as to prove in fome
cafes ufeful aperient medicines, and to occafion, when imprudently
taken, dangerous fluxes ; whereas the vinous and {pirituous li-
quors, produced from them by fermentation, have the oppofite
fqﬁ'?gts, conftringing the folids, and thickening or coagulating the

uids.

In vinous liquors there are great diverfities, independently of
their being more or lefs watery ; for fome of the native qualities
of vegetable juices and infufions, as colour, flavour, vifcidity, &c.
often remain in the wine, not being totally fubduable by thatdegree
of fermentation by which the liquor is rendered vinous : but of
thefe diverfities the fpirit is never found to partake : this, feparated
from the wine and properly purified, is always one and the fame
thing, from whatever kind of vegetable liquor it was produced.

Befides the grofs matter thrown off during the fermentation,
there feparates from fundry wines, after the fermentation is com-
pleted, another kind of fubftance. The fides and bottom of
the cafk become gradually incruftated with a faline concrete,
called TARTAR, of an acid tafte, and of a reddifh or white co-
lour, according to that of the wine. The colour is adventitious
“to the falt, for the tartar may be purified from it by folution in
water : when thus purified, the tartar of all wines is found to be

~the fame.
B 3 There



6 Elements of Pharmacy. Part I.

There is feparated alfo, in fermentation, a fubftance of a much
more active nature than any of the preceding. When the fermen-
tation is at its height, a fubtile, pungent, elaftic, incoercible va-
pour is difcharged ; which, when copioufly accumulated in clofe
rooms, extinguifhes fire, and inftantaneoufly fuffocates animals,
without producing any apparent difeafe, or any injury that can be
perceived upon diﬂ"mE{'iun. Boerhaave fays he does not remember
that fo immediate, mortal, and fubtile a poifon "has been hitherto
difcovered : that if a large veflel, full of the juice of grapes in high
fermentation, fhould difcharge its accumulated vapour through a
fmall orifice, and a ftrong healthy man fhould draw in the vapour
at his noftrils, he would inftantly fall down dead ; or if he re-
ceived but little thereof, become apoplettic ; or, if flill lefs,
would remain an ideot during life, or become paralytic: and that
thefe accidents befal thofe who imprudently remain long in clofe
vaults where large quantities are fermenting. It may be obferved
that this vapour, when not colleted in fuch a quantity as fo ex-
tinguifh a fmall flame, as that of a candle, is generally not danger-
ous, or at leaft not mortal to animals.

There are feveral fubftances, of themfelves not fufceptible cf
fermentation, which neverthelefs may be brought into it by the
admixture of thofe that are; as by adding to them, along with a
proper quantity of water, a portion of the yeaft or head thrown up
to the furface of fermenting liquors, To this expedient recourfe
is fometimes had for unlocking the texture of certain compact
vegetable matters, in order to enable them to give out more rea-
dily fome of their medicinal principles. In thefe cafes, the fer-
mentation muft be continued but fora little time ; left the refolution
of the fubject thould proceed beyond the intended limits, and the
principles, expeéted from it, be converted into other produéts.

The fermentable juices of fruits, boiled till they become thick,
are found to be indifpofed to ferment, and this not only in their
thick ftate, but when diluted again with water ; though there ap-
Ecars to be fcarcely any other alteration produced in them by the

oiling. Hence liquids, prone to fermentation,-may thus be pre~
ferved. How far this diminution of their fermentability may affet
their medical virtues, is not as yet clear,

THE degree or the fpecies of fermentation, by which wines and
inflammable fpirits are produced, is called vinous fermentation. If
the procefs be further protracted, more grofs matter is thrown off,
and new changes fucceed, but in a flower and lefs tumultuary man-
ner than before. The heating inebriating wine becomes by de-
grees ™ cooling acid VINEGAR, which feems to counteraét the
effects of the other: the more the wine abounded with inflam-
mable {pirit, the more does the vinegar abound with uninflammable

acid. - There
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Chap. 2. Vegetables. 7

There are, however, certain qualities of vegetables, which are
not completely fubdued even by this fecond ftage of fermentation ;
fome vinegars being apparently more coloured, and containing
more of an oily and vifcid matter than others. By adding to the
fermentable liquor fubjects of other kinds, the qualities both of
wines and vinegars may be ftill further diverfified, fo as to adapt
them to particular medicinal ufes. : ,

It is obfervable, that though the acetous fermentation will always
fucceed the vinous, unlefs induftrioufly prevented, yet it is not al-
ways preceded thereby ; for many, perhaps all, fermentable liquors
may be made to pafs to the acetous ftate, without any intermediate
period of true vinefity.

IE the procefs be ftill further continued, further changes take
place. The matter putrefies: and at length, what litde liquor
remains unevaporated, is found to be mere water, and the folid
fubftance at the bottom appears to be the fame with common .

mould,

This is reckoned by the chemifts one of the ftages of fermenta-
tion, and diftinguifhed by the name of the putrefactive flage. It
is far more general in its objec than the other two; every vegetable
matter being fufceptible of putrefaction, but fome particular kinds

-only being adapted to vinous or acetous fermentation.

Putrefa&ion difcovers one difference in vegetables, whick,
though not taken notice of, fo far as I know, by any writer, feems
worthy of being remarked. The generality of vegetables rot and
turn to mould, without yielding any very offenfive {mell from the
beginning to the end of the refolution : but there are fome which -

emit, throughout the whole procefs, a ftrong fetor, very nearly
of the fame kind with that which accompanies the putrefaction of

animal fubftances.

2. Produétions from vegetables by fire.

FIrE, the other grand agent in the refolution of bodies, produces
in vegetables decompofitions of a different kind. Its general effects

are the following.

VecerapLe fubftances, burnt in the open air, are reduced

‘partly into AsHES, and partly into FLAME and SMOKE ; which

laft, condenfed in long canals or otherwife, forms a naufeous
bitter black soor. In the burning of moft vegetables, an acid
vapour accompanies the fmoke; but the foot is never found to
partake of it. ~ :

Vegetables urged with a red heat in clofe veflels (the veffel con~
taining the fubjedt being made to communicate with another placed
beyond. the aé{iun of the fire for receiving the matters forced nEt
B 4 y



. Elements of Pharmacy. Part I.

by the heat) give over a wWATERY LiQuOR called phlegm ; an
acip LiQuoR called fpirit; an elaftic incoercible vapour, which
appears to be AIR, and to which an exit muft be occafionally al-
lowed, left it burft the veflels or blow off the receiver ; a thin ort,
and, at length, a very thick dark-coloured oil, both which are of an
acrimonious tafte, and a burnt fetid fmell, whence they are called
empyreumatic oils, There remains behind a black coar, not
diffoluble in any kind of liquors, not fufceptible of putrefaction,
not alterable by the moft vehement degree of fire, fo long as the
air is excluded, but which, on admitting air to it, burns, without
flaming, and with little or no fmoke, and leaves a very fmall
quantity of white afhes.

The white afhes of vegetables, infufed or boiled in water, im-
part to it a pungent faline fubftance, called FixT ALKALINE
sALT, which may be feparated in a folid form by evaporating the
water. The remaining part of the athes, which is by far the
largeft in quantity, is a pure EARTH, differing from that which
is the refult of putrefaction, in being readily diffoluble by every
acid liquor, while the other is not a&ted upon by an acid.

Such is the general analyfis of vegetables by fire. But there are
fome vegetables, which, as they feem to fhew, during putrefac-
tion, fome analogy in their matter with that which conftitutes
animal bodies, difcover alfo a like analogy in the prefent refolu-
tion, yvielding little or no acid ; and, inftead of a fixt alkaline falt
which remains in the afhes, affording a VOLATILE ALKALINE
saLT which arifes along with the aqueous and oily principles,

ALk ALINE falts, and acid or four fubftances, are looked upon as
being oppofite in their nature to one another, Moft of the bodies,
which are diffoluble in alkaline liquors, are precipitated or thrown
out from the folution on the addition of an acid; and moft of
thofe, which are diffoluble in acids, are in like manner precipitated
by alkalies. 1f an acid and an alkali be directly mixed together,
there generally enfues an effervelcence or tumultuary difcharge of
air-bubbles ; though alkalies, both fixt and volatile, may be fo pre-
pared as to make no efferve{cence with acids, and in this cafe they
are far more pungent than in their common {tate.

In all cafes, the alkali and aeid, uniting together, compofe a new
body, called a NEUTRAL saLT, which has neither the fournefs
of the one ingredient, nor the peculiar pungency of the other, and
which will not diffolve thofe {ubftances which either the acid or
the alkali feparately would diflulve.

To thefe charaéters, it may be added, that alkaline falts change .
the colour of blue flowers or their infufions, as of violets, to a
green, and acids to a red, while the neutral compound, formed by
the coalition of the two, makes no alteration in the cplour,

It



Chap. 2. Fegetables. 9

It muft be obferved, however, that to change blue flowers to 2
green, is not univerfally a mark of alkalies, for fome folutions of
earthy bodies in acids have the fame effect: thefe laft may be di-
ftinguifhed from alkalies, by adding to them a known alkali, which
will immediately precipitate the earth, and form a neutral come
pound with the acid.

Fixr alkaline falts, perfeétly purified, appear to be one and the
fame, from whatever kind of vegetable they were produced ; thofe
of fome marine plants excepted, of which hereafter. In volatile
alkalies, and in the pure earthy part of the afhes, there appears to
be, refpectively, the like identity. |

Empyreumatic oils differ fomewhat in the degree of acrimony and
fetidnefs, and the acid fpirits differ in degree of ftrength, or in the
quantity of water with which they are diluted ; how far they may
differ in any other refpeéts, is little known, thefe preparations hay-
ing been rarely ufed or examined.

%t may be obferved, that the alkaline falts, both of the fixt and
of the yolatile kind, are entirely creatures of the fire, being never
found to exift naturally in any vegetable: the oil, dnubt]el%, pre-
exifted in the fubjet, but owes its acrimony and fetidnefs to the
fire; for the moft mild and infipid oils receive the fame qualities
on being urged with the fame degree of heat : the acid, which is
likewife naturally contained in vegetable fubjets, proves always

tainted, in the prefent procefs, with the ill fimell and tafte of the

oil that accompanies it; but whether the acid itfelf fuffers any
change in its nature, is unknown.,

When chemiftry began firlt to be formed into a rational fcience,
and to examine the component parts and internal conftitution of
bodies, it was imagined, that this refolution of vegetables by fire,
difcovering to us all their ative principles, unclogged and unmixed
with one another, would afford the fureft means of judging of their
medicinal powers. But, on profecuting thefe experiments, it was
foon found that they were infufficient for that end : that the ana-
lyfes of poifonous dnd efculent plants agreed often as nearly with
one another as the analyfes of one plant: that by the a&ion of a
burning heat, two principles of vegetables are not barely feparated,
but altered, tranfpofed, and combined into new forms ; infomuch
that it was impoffible to know in what form they exifled, and with
what qualitics they were endowed, before thefe changes and tranf-
pofitions happened. If, for example, thirty-two ounces of a cer-.
tain vegetable fubftance be found to yield ten ounces and a half of
acid liquor, above one ounce and five drams of oil, and three drams
and a half of fixt alkaline falt ; what idea can this analyfis give of
the medicinal qualities of gum Arabic 2

3 Sub-
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3. Subflances naturally contained in vegetables, and feparable by art
without alteration of their native qualities.

1. Grofs oils.

Gross oils abound chiefly in the kernels of fruits and in cer-
tain feeds ; from which they are commonly extrated by exprei-
fion, and hence are diftinguithed by the name of sxpr.gﬁﬁd 0ilse
"Fhey are contained alfo in all the parts of all vegetables that have
been examined, and may be forced out by vehemence of fire 5 but
here their qualities are greatly altered in the procefs by which they
;re 4|:;‘-:x:l"a.ﬁmd or difcovered, as we have feen under the foregoin

ead. '

Thefe oils, in their common ftate, are not diffoluble either in
vinous fpirits or in water, though, by means of certain intermedia,
they may be united both with the one and the other. Thus a {kil-
ful interpofition of fugar renders them mifcible with water into
what are called lohochs and oily draughts: by the intervention of
gum or mucilage they unite with water into a milky fluid : by alka-
line falts they are changed into a foap, which is mifcible both with
watery and fpirituous liquors, and is perfeftly diffolved by the latter
into an uniform tranfparent fluid. The addition of any acid to the
foapy folution abforbs the alkaline falt ; and the oil, which of courfe
feparates, is found to have undergone this remarkable change, that
it now diifolves without any intermedium, in pure {pirit of wine.
~ Exprefled oils, expofed to the cold, lofe greatly their fluidity :

fome of them, in a fmall degree of cold, congeal into a confiftent
mafs. Kept for fome time in a warm air, they become thin and
highly rancid : their foft, lubricating, and relaxing quality is
changed into a fharp acrimonious one: and in this ftate, inftead of
allaying, they occafion irritation ; inftead of obtunding corrofive
humours, they corrode and inflame. Thefe oils are liable to the
fame noxious alteration while contained in the original fubject :
hence the rancidity which the oily feeds and kernels, as almonds
and thofe called the cold feeds, are fo liable to contraét in keeping.
Neverthelefs on triturating thefe feeds or kernels with water, the
oil, by the intervention of the other matter of the fubject, unites
with the water into an emulfion or milky liquor, which, inftead
of growing rancid, turns four on ftanding,

In the heat of boiling water, and even in a degree of heat as much
exceeding this as the heat of boiling water does that of the human
body, thefe oils fuffer little diflipation of their parts. In a greater
heat, they emit a pungent vapour, feemingly of the acid kind ; and
when fuftered to grow cold again, they are found to have acquired
a greater degree of confiftence than they had before, together with
an acrid tafte. In a heat approaching toignition, in clofe veflels, the

greateft
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greateft part of the oil arifes in an empyreumatic ftate, a black coal
remaining behind.

2. Grofs febaceous matter,

, From the kernels of fome fruits, as that of the chocolate nut,
 we obtain, inftead of a fluid oil, a fubftance of butyraceous con-
fittence; and from others, as the nutmeg, a folid matter as firm as
tallow. Thefe concretes are moft commodioufly extracted by boil=-
ing the fubjeét in water; the febaceous matter, liquefied by the
heat, feparates and arifes to the furface, and refumes its proper
confiftence as the liquor cools. |

The fubftances of this clafs have the fame general properties
with exprelled oils, but are lefs difpofed to become rancid in keeping
than moft of the common fluid oils. Itis fuppofed by the chemifts,
that their thick confiftence is owing to a larger admixture of an
acid principle: for, in their refolution by fire, they yield a vapour
more fenfibly acid than the fluid oils ; and fluid oils, by the admix~
ture of concentrated acids, are reduced to a thick or folid mafs.

3. Effential oils.

EssENTIAL o0ils are obtained only from thofe vegetables, or parts
of vegetables, that are confiderably odorous. They are the dire&
principle, in which the odour, and oftentimes the warmth, pun-
| gency, and other aétive powers of the {ubject, refide ; whence
.~ their name of effences or effential oils.
| Effential oils unite with rectified {pirit of wine, and compofe
- with it one homogene tranfparent fluid ; though fome of them re-

quire for this purpofe a much larger proportion of the {pirit than

others. Water alfo, though it does not diffolve their whole fub-
ftance, may be made to imbibe fome portion of their more fubtile
matter, {oas to become confiderably impregnated with their flavour :
by the admixture of fugar, gum, “the yolk of an egg, or alkaline
falts, they are made totally diffoluble in water. Digefted with vo-
latile alkalies, they undergo various changes of colour, and fome of
the lefs odorous acquire confiderable degrees of fragrance; whilft
fixt alkalies univerfally impair their odour.

In the heat of boiling water, thefe oils totally exhale ; and on
this principle they are commonly extraéted from {ubjects that con-
tain them ; for no other fluid, that naturally exifts ‘in vegetables,
is exhalable by that degree of heat, except the aqueous moifture,
from which greateft part of the oil is cafily feparated. Some of

“thefe oils arife with a much lefs heat, a heat little greater than that
‘in which water begins vifibly toevaporate. In their refolution by
a burning heat, they differ little from exprefied oils.
Effential oils, expofed for fome time to a warm air, fuffer an
-alteration very different from that which the exprefled undergo.

Inftead
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Inftead of growing thin, rancid, and acrimonious, they gradually.
become thick, and at length harden into a folid brittle concrete ;
with a remarkable diminution of their volatility, fragrancy, pun-
gency, and warm ftimulating quality. In this ftate, they are found
to confift of two kinds of matter ; a fluid oil, volatile in the heat
of boiling water, and nearly of the fame quality with the original
oil ; and of a groffer fubftance which remains behind, not exhalable
without a burning heat, or fuch a one as changes its nature, and
refolves it into an acid, an empyreumatic oil, and a black coal.

The admixture of a concentrated acid inftantly produces, in ef-
fential oils, achange nearly fimilar to that which time effets. In
making thefe kinds of commixtures, the operator ought to be on
his guard: for when a ftrong acid, particularly that of nitre (of
which hereafter) is poured haftily into an eflential oil, a great heat
and ebullition enfue, and often an explofion happens, or the mix-
ture burfts into flame. The union of exprefled oils with acids is
accompanied with much lefs conflict.

4. Concrete effential oil.

SoMmE vegetables, as rofes and elecampane roots, inftead of a
fluid efferitial oil, yield a fubftance poflefling the fame general pro-
pertics, but of a thick or febaceous confiftence. This fubftance ap-

ears to be of as great volatility, and fubtility of parts, as the fluid
oils : it equally exhales in the heat of boiling water, and concretes
upon the {urface of the colleéted vapour. The total exhalation of
this matter, and its concreting again into its original confiftent
ftate, without any feparation of it into a fluid and a folid part,
diftinguifhes it from eflential oils that have been thickened or in-
durated by age or by acids.

5. Camphor.

CamproRr is a folid concrete, obtained chiefly from the woody
parts of certain Indian trees. It is volatile like efiential oils, and
foluble both in oils and inflammable fpirits : it unites freely with
water by the intervention of gum, but very fparingly and imper-
fectly by the other intermedia that render oils mifcible with water
tiguors. ltdiffers from the febaceous as well as fluid effential oils,
in fuffering no fenfible alteration from fong keeping ; in being totally
exhalable, not only by the heat of boiling water, but in a warm
air, without any change or {eparation of its parts, the laft particle

-that remains unexhaled appearing to be of the fame nature with the
original camphor ; in its receiving no empyreumatic impreflion, and
futiering no refolution, from any degree of fire to which it can be
expofed in clofe veflels, though readily combuftible in the open air;
in being diffolved by concentrated acids into a'liquid form; and in
{feveral other properties which it is needlefs to fpecify in this place.

6. Refin.
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6. Refin.

Essentrar oils, indurated by age or acids, are called refins.
When the indurated mafs has been expofed to the heat of boilin
water, till its more fubtile part, or the pure eflential oil that re-
mained in it, has exhaled, the grofs matter, left behind, is like-
wife called refin. We find, in many vegetables, refins analogous
both to one and the other of thefe concretes; fome containing a
. fubtile oil, feparable by the heat of boiling water; others contain-
ing nothing that is capable of exhaling in that heat.

Refins in general diflolve in reified fpirit of wine, though fome
of them much more difficultly than others: it is chiefly by means
of this diffolvent, that they are extracted from the fubjeéts in which
they are contained. They diflolve alfo in oils both exprefled and
eflential ; and may be united with watery liquors by means of the
fame intermedia which render the fluid oils mifcible with water, In
a heat lefs than thatof boiling water, they melt into an oily fluid,
and in this ftate they may be incorporated one with another, In
their refolution by fire, in clofe veflels, they yield a manifeft acid,
and a large quantity of empyreumatic oil.

7. Gum.

Gum differs from the foregoing fubftances, in being uninflam-
mable : for though it may be burnt to a coal, and thence to afhes,
it never yieldsany flame. It differs remarkably alfo in the propor-
tion of the principles into which it is refolved by fire; the quan-
tity of empyreumatic oil being far lefs, and that of acid far greater.
In the heat of boiling water, it fuffers no diiflipation : nor does it
liquefy like refins ; but continues unchanged, till the heat is fo far
' increafed as to fcorch or turn it to a coal.

By a little quantity of water, it is foftened into a vifcous adhe-
five mafs, called mucilage : by alarger quantity it is diffolved into
a fluid, which proves more or {:I‘s glutinous, according to the pro-
portion of gum. It does not diflolve in vinous fpirits, or in any
kind of oil : neverthelels, when foftened with water into a mucilage,
it is eafily mifcible both with the fluid oils and with refins, which,
- by thefe means, become foluble in watery liquors, along with the

gum, and are thus excellently fitted for medicinal purpofes.

‘T'his elegant method of uniting oils with aqueous liquors, which
‘has been kept a fecret in few hands, appears to have been known
to Dr. Grew. ¢ I took (fays he) oil of annifeeds, and pouring it
““ upon anothir body, 1 {o ordered it, that it was thereby turned into
¢ a perfet milk-white balfam or butter ; by which means the oil
¢ became mingleable with any vinous or watery liquor ; eafily and
“¢ inftantancoully diffolving thercin, in the form of a milk. ~And
“* note, this is done without the leaft alteration of the fmell, tafte,
. . “* nature



14 Elements of Pharmacy. Part I.

¢ nature or operation of the faid oil. By fomewhat the like means
€ any other ftillatitious oil may be transformed into a milk-white
““ butter, and in like manner be mingled with water or any other
¢ liquor; which is of various ufe in medicine, and what I find
“ oftentimes very convénient and advantageous to be done.”
(Grew, of mixture, chap. v. inft. i. § 7.) This enquiry has lately
been further profecuted, in the firft volume of the Medical Obfer-
vations publifhed by a fociety of phyficians in London; where 2
variety of experiments is related, of rendering oils both eflential
and exprefled, and different unétuous and reflinous bodies, foluble
in water by the mediation of gum.

As oily and refinous f{ubftances are thus united to water by the
means utygum, {o gums may in like manner be united to fpirit of
wine by the intervention of refins and effential oils ; though the
{pirit does not-take up near fo much of the gum, as water does of
the oil or refin. : :

Acid liquers, though they thicken pure oils or render them con-
fiftent, do not impede the diffolution of gum, or of oils blended
with gum. Alkaline falts, on the contrary, both fixt and volatile,
though they render pure oils diffoluble in water, prevent the fo-
lution of gum, and of mixtures of gum and oil. If any pure gum
be diffolved in water, the addition of any alkali will occafion the
gum to feparate, and fall to the bottom in a confiftent form : if
any oily or refinous body was previoufly blended with the gum, this
alfo feparates, and either {finks to the bottom, or rifes to the top,
according to its gravity.

8. Gum-refin.

By gum-refin is underftood a mixture of gum and refin. Many
vegetables contain mixtures of this kind, in which the component
parts are fo intimately united, with the interpofition perhaps of
fome other matter, that the compound, in a pharmaceutical view,
may be confidered as a diftin&t kind of principle ; the whole mafs
diffolving almoft equally in aqueous and in fpirituous liquors;
and the folutions being not turbid or milky, like thofe of the grofler
mixtures of gum and refin, but perfetly tranfparent. Such is the
aftringent matter of biftort root, and the bitter matter of gentian.
It were to be wifhed that we had fome particular name for this
kind of matter ; as the term gum-refin is appropriated to the groffer
mixtures, in which the gummy and refinous parts are but loofely
joined, and eafily feparable from one another,

g. Saline matter,

OF the faline juices of vegetables there are different kinds! which
have hitherto been but little examined : the {weet and acid ones -
are the moft plentiful, and thofe which are the moft ,lfnnwn.

8 . Thefe
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Thefe juices, expofed to a heat equal to that of boiling water,
fuffer generally no other change than the evaporation of their
watery moifture ; the faline matter remaining behind, along with
fuch of the other not volatile parts as were blended with it in
the juice. From many, after the exhalation of great part of the
water, the faline matter gradually feparates in keeping, and con-
cretes into little folid mafE’;s, leaving the other {ubftances diffolved
- or in a moift ftate : from others, no means have yet been found of
obtaining a pure concrete falt. ;

Thefe falts diffolve not only in water like other faline bodies, but
‘many of them, particularly the fweet, in reGified {pirit alfo. The
grofs oily and gummy matter, with which they are almoft always
accompanied in the fubject, diffolves freely along with them in
water, but is by fpirit in great meafure left behind. Such hetero-

cous matters, as the fpirit takes up, are almoft completely re-
tained by it, while the falt concretes; but of thofe, which water
takes up, a confiderable part always adheres to the falt. Hence
ellential falts, as they are called, prepared in the common manner
from the watery juices of vegetables, are always found to partake
largely of the other foluble principles of the fubjed ; whilft thofe
-extracted by fpirit of wine prove far more pure. "By means of rec-
tified fpirit, fome productions of this kind may be excellently freed
- from their impurities ; and perfet faccharine concretions obtained
from many of our indigenous fweets.

There is another kind of faline matter, obtained from fome re-
finous bodies, particularly from benzoine, of a different nature
from the foregoing, and fuppofed by fome of the chemifts to be a
part of the effential oil of the refin, coagulated by an acid, with
the acid more predominant, or more difengaged, than in the other
kinds of coagulated or indurated oils. Thefe concretes diflolve
both in water and in vinous [pirits, though difficultly and fparingly
in both: they fhew fome marks of acidity, have a confiderable
fhare of fmell like that of the refin from which they are obtained,
exhale in a heat equal to that of boiling water or a little greater,
and prove inflammable in the fire,

General obfervations on the foregoing principles.

1. EsseNTIAL oils, as already obferved, are obtainable only
from a few vegetables, and camphor from a much fmaller number :
but grofs oil, refin, gum, and faline matter, appear to be common,
in greater or lefs proportion, to all; fome abounding more with
one, and others with another.

2. The feveral principles are in many cafes intimately combined;
fo as to be extradted together from the fubjed, by thofe diffolvents,
in which fome of them, feparately, could not be diffolved. Hence
watery infufions, and fpirituous tinftures of a plant. contain, re-
fpectively, more than water or fpirit is the proper diflolvent Gf:ﬂif

3. After
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3. After a plant has been fufficiently infufed in water, all that
fpirit extracts from the refiduum may be looked upon as confifting
wholly of fuch matter as directly belongs to the action of fpirit.
And contrariwife, when fpirit is applied firft, all that water ex-
trats afterwards may be looked upon as confifting only of that
matter of which water is the direct diflolvent.

4 If a vegetable {ubftance, containing all the principles we have
been fpeaking of, be boiled in water, the eflential oil, whether
fluid or concrete, and the camphor, and volatile effential falt, will
gradually exhale with the fteam of the water, and may be colleéted
by receiving the fteam in proper veflels placed beyond the ation of
the heat. ' T'he other principles not being volatile in this degree
of heat, remain behind: the grofs oil and fcbaceous matter float
on the top : the gummy and faline fubftance, and a part of the
refin, are diflolved by the water, and may be obtained in a folid
form by ftraining the liquor, and expofing it to a gentle heat till
the water has exhaled. The reft of the rzEn, ftill retained by the
fubject, may be extracted by fpirit of wine, and feparated in its
proper form, by exhaling the fpirit. On thefe foundations, moft
of the fubftances contained in vegetables may be extratted, and
obtained in a pure ftate, however they may be compounded toge«
ther in the fubject.

5. Sometimes one or more of the principles is found naturally
difengaged from the others, lying in diftin& receptacles within the
fubje&, or extravafated and accumulated on the furface. Thus, in
the dried roots of angelica, cut longitudinally, the microfcope dif«
cover veins of refin. In the flower-cups of hypericum, and the
leaves of the orange tree, tranfparent points are diftinguifhed by the
naked eye, which, on the firft view, feem to be holes, but, on a -
clofer examination, are found to be little veficles filled with effential
oil. In the bark of the fir, pine, larch, and fome other trees, the oil
receptacles are extremely numerous, and fo copioufly {upplied wit
the oily and refinous fluid, that they frequently burft, efpecially in
the warm climates, and difcharﬁe their contents in great quantities.
The acacia tree in Egypt, and the plum and cherry among our-
felves, yield almoft pure gummy exudations. From a fpecies of
ath is fecreted the faline {weet fubftance manna; and the only
kind of fugar with which the ancients were acquainted, appears to
have been a natural exudation from the cane.

6. The foregoing principles are, fo far as is known, all that
naturally exift in vegetables ; and all that art can extra& from
them, without fuch operations as change their nature, and de-
ftroy their original qualities. In one or more of thefe principles,
the colour, fmell, tafte, and medicinal virtues of the {ubje&, are
almoft always found concentrated.

7. In fome vegetables, the whole medicinal a&ivity refides in
one principle. Thus, in {weet almonds, the only medicipal prin-

7 ci[ﬂt
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ciple is a grofs oil ; in horfe-radith root, an effential oil; in ja-
lap root, a refin; in marfhmallow root, a gum ; in the leaves of
forrel, a faline acid fubftance. _

8. Others have one kind of virtue refiding in one principle, and
another in another. Thus Peruvian bark has an aftringent refin,
and abitter gum ; wormwood, a ftrong flavoured eﬂ"enl:izﬁ oil, and
a bitter gum-refin.

9- The grofs infipid oils and febaceous matters, the fimple infipid
gums, and the fweet and acid faline fubftances, appear to nearly
agree, refpetively, among themfelves, in their medicinal qualities,
as well as in their pharmaceutic properties.

10. But eflential oils, refins, and gum-refins, differ greatly in
different fubje&ts. As eflential oils are univerfally the principle of
odour in vegetables, it is obvious that they muft differ in this refpect
as much as the (ubjeéts from which they are obtained. Refins fre=
- quently partake of the oil, and confequently of the differences de-
pending thereon ; with this further diverfity, that the grofs refinous

art often contains other powers than thofe which refide in oils.

hus from wormvrood a refin may be prepared, containing not only
the ftrong fmell and flavour, but likewife the whole bitternefs of the
herb ; from which laft quality the oil is entirely free. The bitter,
aftringent, purgative and emetic virtues of vegetables refide gene-
rally in difterent forts of refinous matter, either pure, or blended
with gummy and faline parts; of which kind of combinations,
' there are many fo intimate, that the component parts can fcarcely
' be [eparated from one another, the whole compound diffolving al-
-moft equally in aqueous and fpirituous menftrua.

11. There are fome fubftances alfo, which, from their being
totally diffoluble in water, and not atall in fpirit, may be judged
to be mere gums; but which, neverthelefs, poffefs virtues never
t0 be found in the fimple gums. Such are the aftringent gum called
acacia, and the purgative gum extraéted from aloes.

12. Itis fuppofed that vegetables contain certain fubtile principles
or prefiding (pirits, different in different plants, of too great tenuity
to be colleéted in their pure ftate, and of which oils, gums, and re-
fins are only the matrices or vehicles. This enquiry is foreign to
the purpofes of pharmacy, which is concerned only about groffer
and more fenfible objeéts. When we obtain from an odoriferous
plant an effential oil, containing in a fmall compafs the whole fra-
grance of a large quantity of the fubje&t, our intentions are equally

' anfwered, wherther the fl{bﬂancc of the oil be the direét odorous
 matter, or whether it have diffufed through it a fragrant principle
| more fubtile than itfelf. And, when this oil, in long keeping, lofes
its odour, and becomes a refin, it is equal in regard to the prefent
confiderations, whether the effect happen from the avolation of a
ubtile principle, or from a change produced in the fubftance of the

i:_u'l itfelf
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S C AT - JI1.
Minerals.

OQils and Bitumens.

N the mineral kingdom is found a fluid oil, called naphtha or

petroleum, floating on the furface of waters, or iffuing from
clefts of rocks, particularly in the eaftern countries, of a {trong
fmell, very different from that of vegetable or animal oils, limpid
almoft as water, highly inflammable, not foluble in {pirit of wine,
and more averfe to union with water than any other oils.

There are different forts of thefe mineral oils, more or lefs
tinged, and of a more or lefs agreeable, and a ftronger or weaker,
fmell. By the admixture of concentrated acids, which raife no
great heat or conflict with them, they become thick, and at length
confiftent; and, in thefe ftages, are called bitumens.

Thefe thickened or concreted oils, like the correfponding pro-
duts of the vegetable kingdom, are generally foluble in fpirit of
wine, but much more difficultly, more fparingly, and for the moft
part only partially : they liquefy by heat, but require the heat to
be confiderably ftronger, In a proper degree of heat, they give
out a fluid ni{, greatly refembling the native petrolea; a fmall
quantity of a black coaly matter remaining behind. Their fmells
are various ; but all of them, either in their natural ftate, or when
melted, or fet on fire, yield a peculiar kind of ftrong fcent, called,
from them, bituminous.

Eﬂﬂﬁn

In treating of vegetables and animals, we forbore to fpeak of
their earthy matters, that the diftinguithing chara@ers of the fe-
veral claffes of earthy bodies might be the more eafily apprehended,
by having them placed here in one fynoptical view : the little im-
pmﬁnet}r of joining the vegetable and animal earths to the mineral,
muft be overlooked for the fake of that advantage. Under the
mineral earths are included ftones, theie being no other than earths
in an indurated ftate.— T he different kinds of thefe bodies hitherto
taken notice of, are the following :

1. Earths foluble in the nitrous, marine, and vegetable acids, but not
at all or exceedingly [paringly in the vitriolic acid. When revioufly
diffolved in other acids, they are precipitated by the addition of this
lajt, which thus unites with them into infipidy or nearly infipid con~
cretes, not diffoluble in any liguor. Of this kind are,

1. The mineral calcareous earth : diffinguifbed by its being con-
vertible, in a flrong fire without addition, into an acrimonious calx,
¢lled quicklime, This earth occurs in a variety of forms in the mi=
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water, or united with fuch fubftances as obtund or fupprefs their
acidity. Mixed haftily with vinous fpirits, they raife a violent
ebullition and heat, accompanied with a copious difcharge of
noxious fumes : a part of the acid unites intimately with the vinous
fpirit into 2 new compound, veid of acidity, called dulcified fpirit.
It is obfervable, that the marine acid is much lefs difpofed to this

| union with fpirit of wine, than either of the other two : neverthe-

lefs, many of the compound falts refulting from the combination
of earthy and metallic bodies with this acid, are foluble in that
fpirit, while thofe with the other acids are not. All thefe acids
effervefce ftrongly with alkaline falts, both fixt and volatile, and

| form with them neutral falts, that is, fuch .as difcover no marks
| either of an acid or alkaline quality.

The nitrous and marine acids are obtained in the form of a thin
liquor, the acid part being blended with a large proportion of water,
without which it would be diffufed into an incoercible vapour :
the vitriolic ftands in need of {fo much lefs water for its condenfa-

tion as to afflume commonly an oily confiftence (whence it is called

oil of vitriol), and, in fome circumitances, even a folid one. Al-
kaline falts, and the foluble earths and metals, abforb from the acid
liquors only the pure acid part; fo that the water may now be
evaporated by heat, and the compound falt left in a dry ﬁy:nrm.

We have already gaken notice of two forts of alkaline falt, the
volatile alkali of animals, and the fixt alkali of vegetables. In the
mineral kingdom, another {pecies of fixt alkali, di%l’erent in feveral
refpects from the vegetable, is found fometimes in a detached ftate,
but more plentifully in combination with the marine acid, with
which it compofes fea falt. From the coalition of the different

- acids with thefe three alkalies, and with the feveral foluble earths

and metallic bodies, refult a variety of {aline compounds, the prin-
cipal of which will be particularized in the fequel of this work.
The vitriolic acid, in its concentrated liquid ftate, is much more
ponderous than the other two, emits no vifible vapours in the heat
of the atmofphere, but imbibes moifture therefrom, and increafes in
its weight: the nitrous and marine emit copious corrofive fume,
the nitrous yellowith red, and the marine white vapours. If bottles,
containing the three acids, be ftopt with cork, the cork is found in
a little time tinged black by the vitriolic, corroded into a yellow
fubftance by the nitrous, am{inm a whitifh one by the marine.

Of the affinities of bodies.

It is already laid down as a charaéter of one of the claffes of
earths, that the vitriolic acid precipitates them when they are pre-
vioully difiolved in any other acid. It is obvious, that, on the fame

rinciple, this particular acid may be diftinguithed from all others.
This charater ferves not only for the aciﬁ in its pure ﬁiatc, bn;:
- ikew:
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oppofite to the canal or flew, or a number of openings according to
the fize of the furnace and the degree of heat required, for fupply=-
ing air, which is more conveniently admitted in this manner than
‘through the grate, as the interftices of the grate ate in time choaked
up by the afhes. .
This furnace is defigned only for heatirig bodies exterjor to-it.
Its canal or flew, as in the fand furnace already defcribed, paffes -
~under a fand-bath or water-bath ; at the further end of which, it
‘ kifes perpendicularly to fuch a height, as may occafion a fufficient
~draught of air through the fire. |
The flew may be fo wide, as to correlpond to the whole height
of the fire-place. A regifter or flidihg plate, placed between the
 flew and the furnace, enables us to increafe or diminifh this height,
and confequently the quantity of fire, at pleafure. If the fpace be-
~ neath the Hew be inclofed to the round, the heat in this cavity will
be confiderable enough to be app%icable to fome ufeful purpofes.

~ WirH regatd to the materials of furnaces, the fixt ohes are built
+bf bricks, cemented together by fome good loam or clay. Any kind
of loam or clayey compolition that is of a proper degree of tenacity,
‘Which, when made into a pafle with water and well worked, does
not ftick to the fihgers, and which, when thoroughly dried, neither
- €racks nor melts in a vehement fire, is fit for this ufe: the purer
‘and more tenacious clays require to have their tenacity leflened by
~an admixture of fand, or rather of the {ame kind of clay burnt
and grofsly powdered. _

.. Smaller portable furnaces are made of ftrong iron or copper plates,
lined to the thicknefs of an inch or more with the fame kind of
clayey com pofition : which, for this ufe, may be beaten with fome
borfe-dung, chopt ftraw, or cut hair or tow.

_ Very commodious portable furnaces, for a bufinefs of moderate
extent, may be farmﬂfalfu of the larger kind of the common black-
lead melting pots ; by cutting a door at the bottom of the pot for
the afh-pit, another above this for the fire-place; and introducing
a circular iron grate, of fuch a fize, that it may reft between the
two doors. [A particular account of the method of preparing thefe
furnaces for different ufes may be feen in the firft part of the Com-
mercium Philofoph ico-technicum, ] -

Baths.

_ Where 2 ftrong degree of heat is requifite, as in the fufion of
metals, &c. the vefe] containing the fubject-matter is placed among
the burning fuel, or immediately over'it : this is called operating
10 2 naked fire, Where a fmaller heat is fufficient, and the veflel
employed is either of glafs, or of the more tender kinds of earthen
ware, the fand-bath or wnt:r—bathli:: ufed, to defend the veflel from
: the
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of oil of linfeed) are fufficient lutes. The few fimple lutes, here
defcribed, will be found to anfwer all the purpofes of the more
operofe compofitions recommended for thefe intentions by the che-
mical writers.

vﬁfﬁ:]&

I'm would be needlefs to enter here into a particular detail of the
pharmaceutical inftruments ; as we fhall haye occafion to mention
the principal of them in the following chapter, in fpeaking of the
feveral operations to which they are refpeitively fubfervient. In
this place, I fhall only give the operator a few general cautions
with regard to the matter of the veflels defigned for containing the
fubjedt, .

hfietalline veflels, except thofe made of gold or filver, are cor-
roded by acids, even by the milder ones of the vegetable kingdom.
Copper ones are corroded alfo by alkaline liquors, and by fome
neutral ones, as folutions of fal ammoniac : it is obfervable, that
vegetable acids do not a& upon this metal by boiling, fo much as
by ftanding in the cold; for even lemon-juice may be boiled in a
ciean copper veflel, without receiving from it any tafte or ill qua-~
lity ; whereas, in the cold, it foon diﬁ'o]ves fo much as to contradt
a pernicious taint, The tin, with which copper veflels are ufually
lined, gives likewife a fenfible impregnation to acid juices ; and
this impregnation alfo is probably not innocent, more elpecially as
a quantity of lead is commonly mixed with the tin.

. 'The common EARTHEN veffels are of a loofe porous texture, and
- fience are apt to imbibe a confiderable quantity of certain liquids,

particularly of thofe of the faline kind ; which foon difcover their
penetrating the veffel, by fhooting into faline efllorefecences on
the outfide. Thofe which are GLAZED have their glazing cor-
roded by acids; by vinegar, and the acid juices of fruits, as well
as by the ftronger acids of the mineral kingdom. And as this
glazing confifts chiefly of vitrified lead, the impregnation, which it
communicates to thefe liquors, is of a very dangerous kind: if
vinegar be boiled for fome time in a glazed earthen yeilel, it will
yield, on being infpiffated, a true faccharum faturni, that is, a fale
. €ompofed of lead and the acetous acid, of which hereafter. '

The veffels called, from their hardnefs and compaé&nefs, sTone
WARE, are in good mealure free from the inconveniences of the
coarfer earthen ones. Thejr glazing, being a part of the clay it-
felf fuperficially vitrified by means of the fumes of common falt,
appears to be proof againft acids.

GLass veflels fuffer no corrofion, and give no taint, in any- of
-the pharmaceutic operations, Thefe therefore, in fuch procefles
as will admit their ufe, ought always to be preferred.

D 2 Weights.

-
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A Gallon eight Pints (/ilre.)
T'he Pint } contains {ﬁxtem Qunces,
The Qunce eight Drams,

By a fpoonful is underftood, in the London
meafure of half an ounce; in the Edinburgh, hal
in fyrups, and three drams in diftilled waters.

Though the pint is called by Latin writers /ibra or pound, there
is not any known liquor of which a pint meafure anfwers to that
weight. A pint of the higheft rectified fpirit of wine exceeds a
pound' by above half an ounce; a pint of water exceeds it by up-
wards of three ounces; and a pint of oil of vitriol weighs more
than two pounds and a quarter. _

A table of the weights of certain meafures of different fluids may
on many occafions be ufeful, both for affifting the operator in re-
gulating their proportions in certain cafes, and for thewing the com-
parative gravities of the fluids themfelves. I have therefore drawn
up fuch a table for a pint, an ounce, and a dram meafure, of thofe
liquids, whofe gravity has been determined by experiments that can
be relied on. The wine gallon contains 231 cubic inches, whence

difpenfatory, the
f an ounce weight

the pint contains 287 ; the ounce 11%}; and the dram 1354 of a cu-
bic inch. ,
Table of the weights of different fluids.
Uunce | Dram
Pint weighs |mealure|meafuref
w:lg_hl weighs
J8 g2/ 8 |3
INFLAMMABLE SPIRITS. s & El & i
gthereal Spirit of Wine - -| 11 1 36 336 | 42
Highly-reétified Spirit of Wine - =1 12 5 30] 380 | 471
gummnn-m&iﬁed Spiritof Wine - =| 13 2 40| 400 | 50
Proof Spirit s - 134 7 36l 486 | 53..1
Dulcified Spirit of Salt - | 14 4 48] 438 | 55
Dulcified Spirit of Nitre - -1 15 2 40| 460 | 53&
% WINEs. :
Burgundy - - =1 14 ¢ 36) 4a6 | 53
Red Port - - * =| 15 1 36| 456 | 57
Canary - - . | 15 6 40| 475 | 59
Expressep Oils.
01] O]iv&_ - - I4 0 .0| 420 52%
Linfeed Qil - - 114 2 8| 428 | 533
EssEntiar Oils.
Oil of Turpentine - - -l 12 1 4] 364 | 452
of Orange Peel - - =f =7 -]-408 51
of Juniper Berries - - . AUCTRIRR e 3 ¢ 520'1
i
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42 Elements of Pharmacy. Part L.

feveral of the colouring and medicinal parts of animals ; of fome
mineral bituminous fubftances, as of ambergris; and of foaps,
though it does not aét upon the exprefled oil and fixt alkaline
falt, of which foap is compofed ; whence, if foap contain any fu-
perfluous quantity of either the oil or falt, it may, by means of
this menftruum, be excellently purified therefrom. It diffolves,
by the affiftance of heat, volatile alkaline falts ; and, more readily,
the neutral ones, compofed either of fixed alkali and the acetous
acid, as the fal diureticus, or of volatile alkali and the nitrous
acid, as alfo the falt of amber, &c. It mingles with water and
with acids ; not with alkaline lixivia.

Ois diflolve vegetable refins and balfams, wax, animal fats, mi-
neral bitumens, fulphui, and certain metallic fubftances, parti-
cularly lead. The exprefled oils are, for moft of thefe bodies,
more powerful menftrua than thofe obtained by diftillation ; as
the former are more capable of fuftaining, without injury, a ftron
heat, which is, in moft cafes, neceflary to enable them to aét. It
is faid, that one ounce of fulphur will diflolve in three ounces of
exprefled oil, particularly that of linfeed, but requires {ix ounces
of eflential oil, as that of turpentine,

All acips diffolve alkaline falts, alkaline earths, and metallic
fubflances. The different acids differ greatly in their attion upon
thefe laft ; one diflolving only fome particular metals ; and another,
others.

The wegetable acids diffolve a confiderable quantity of zinc,
iron, copper, lead, and tin ; and extra& fo much from the me-
tallic part of antimony, as to become powerfully emetic : they
diffolve lead more readily, if the metal be previoufly calcined by
fire, than in its metallic*ftate.

The marine acid diffolves zinc, iron and copper ; and though
it fcarce acts on any other metallic fubftance in the common way
of making folutions, it may neverthelefs be artfully combined with
them all except gold : the corrofive fublimate, and antimonial cauf-
tic of the fhops, are combinatjons of it with mercury and the me-
tallic part of antimony, effelted by applying the acid, in the form
of fume, tothe fubjcé{s, at the fame time alfo ftrongly heated.

‘The nitrous acid is the common menftruum of all metallic fub-
ftances, except gold and the metallic part of antimony ; of which
two, the proper folvent is a mixture of the nitrous and marine
acids, called agua regia. |

The witriolic acid, diluted with water, eafily diffolves zinc and
iron: in its concentrated ftate, and affifted by a boiling heat, it
may lhe made to correde, or imperfectly diflolve, moft of the other-
metals.

ALKA~
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ALKALINE /ixivia diffolve oils, refinous fubftances, and fulphur.
Their power is greatly promoted by the addition of qttick-lime : in-
ftances of which occur in the preparation of foap, and in the com-
mon cauftic. Thus acuated, they reduce the flefh, bones, and
other folid parts of animals, into a gelatinous matter.,

Solutions made in water, and in fpirit of wine, poflefs the vir=
tues of the body diflolved ; while oils - generally fheathe its ac-
tivity ; and acids and alkalies vary its quality, Hence watery and
fpirituous liquors are the proper menftrua of the native virtues of
yvegetable and animal matters.

%/Ioﬂ: of the foregoing folutions are eafily effe@ed, by pouring

the menftruum on the body to be diffolved, and fuffering them to
{tand together, for fome time, expoled to a fuitable warmth, A
ftrong heat is generally requifite to enable oils and alkaline liquors
to perform their office : nor will acids a& on fome metallic bodies
without its affiftance. The aétion of watery and fpirituous men-
ftrua is likewife expedited by a moderate heat ; though the quan-
tity, which they afterwards keep diffolved, is not, as fome fuppofe,
by this means increafed : all that heat occafions thefe to take up,
more than they would do in a longer time in the cold, will, when
the heat ceafes, fubfide again : this at leaft is moft commonly the
cale, though there may be fome inftances of the contrary.
- Tbeaction of acids on the bodies which they diffolve, is gene-
rally accompanied with heat, effervefcence, and a copious dif-
charge of fumes. The fumes which arife during the diffolution
of fome metals in the vitriolic acid, prove inflammable : hence
in the preparation of the artificial vitriols of iron and zinc, the
operator ought to be careful, efpecially where the folution is made
in a narrow-mouthed veflel; left, by the imprudent approach of a
candle; the exhaling vapour be fet on fire.

There is another {pecies of folution, in which the moifture of
the air is the menftruum. Fixt alkaline falts and thofe of the
neutral kind, compofed of alkaline falts, and the vegetable acids,
or of foluble earths and any acid except the vitriolic, and fome me-
tallic falts, on being expofed for fome time to a moift air, gra=
dually attract its humidity, and at length becomeliquid. Some
fubftances, not difloluble by the application of water in its groffer
form, as the butter of antimony, are eafily liquefied by this flow

action of the acreal moifture. This procefs is termed DELIQUT A~
TION.

<l U e T 1
Extratlion.

HE liquors which diffolve certain fubftances in their pure
ftate, ferve likewife to extra& them from admixtures of other

matter. Thus reQtified fpirit of wine, the menftruum of effential
oils
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oils and refins, takes up the virtues of the refinous and oily vege-
tables ; as water does thofe of the mucilaginous and faline ; the
inactive earthy parts remaining untouched by both. Water ex-
traéts likewife from many plants, fubftances, upon which by them-
felves it has little effect ; even eflential oils being, as we have for-
merly obferved, rendered foluble in thzt fluid, by the admixture of
gummy and faline matter, of which all vegetables participate in a
greater or Jefs degree, Thus many of the aromatic plants, and moft
of the bitters and aftringents, yield their virtues to this menftruum.

Extraction is performed by MACERATING or STEEPING the
fubject in its appropriated menftruum, in the cold ; or DIGESTING
or CIRCULATING them, in a moderate warmth ; or INFUSING the
plant in the boiling liquor, and fuffering them to ftand in a covered
veflel till grown cold ; oraltually BoiLiNG them together for fome
time, '

‘The term digeffion is fometimes ufed for maceration, and, in this
eale, the procefs is directed to be performed without beat : where this
circumftance is not exprefled, digeftion always implies the ufe of
heat, Circulation differs from digeftion only in this; that the
fteam, into which a part of the liquor is refolved by the heat, is,
by means of a proper difpofition of the veflels, condenfed and con-
veyed back upon the fubjeét. Digeftion is ufually performed in
a mairafs (or bolthead), Florence flafk, or the like; either of
which may be converted into a circulatory veffel, by inverting ano-
ther into the mouth, and fecuring the junéture with a piece of wet
bladder. A fingle matrafs, if its neck be very long and narrow,
will an{wer the purpofe as effectually ; the vapour cooling and con-
denfing before it can rife to the top, In aveflel of this kind, even
- fpinit of wine, one of the moft volatile liquors we know, may be
boiled without any confiderable lofs. The ufe of this inftrument
is likewife free from any inconvenience, which may, in fome cafes,
attend the other, of the uppermoft veflel being burft or thrown off.
As the long-necked matrafles here recommended are difficultly
filled or emptied, and likewife very dear, a long glafs pipe may
be occafionally luted to the fhorter ones.

Heat greatly expedites extraction ; but by thefe means proves as
injurious to fome fubftances, by occafioning the menftruum to take
up their groffer and more ungrateful parts ; as it is neceffary for en-
abling it to extralt the virtues of others. Thus guaiacum or log-
wood impart little to aqueous liquors, without a boiling hear,
whilft even a fmall degree of warmth proves greatly prejudicial to
the fine bitter of carduus beénedi¢tus. This plant, which, infufed in
boiling, or digefted in fenfibly hot water, gives a naufeous tafte, fo
ofienfive to the flomach as to promote vomiting ; yields to the
cold clement 2 grateful balfamic bitter, the moft elegant ffomachic
of the fbops.

As
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not cold place, and covered with a cloth, to prevent the accefs of
cold air, and confequently the formation of a pellicle.

Allthe alkaline falts are excluded from this operation : fixt alka-
lies never afluming a cryftalline form; and the volatile ones ef-
caping before the menftruum exhales, .’a_rnme even of the meutral
kind, particularly thofe, of which certain metallic bodies are the
bafis, are fo ftrongly retained by the aqueous fAuid, as not to ex-
‘hibit any appearance of eryflailization, unlefs fome other fubflance
be added, with which the water has a greater affinity. The table
of affinity fhews, that fuch a fubftance is fpirit of wine ; by the
prudent addition of which, thefe kinds of falts feparate freely

“from the menftruum, and form large and beautiful cryftals, fcarce
obtainable by any other means.
~ The operator muft be careful not to add too much of the {pirit ;
" left, inftead of a gradual and regular cryftallization, the bafis of
the fale be haftily precipitated in a powdery form. One twentieth
part of the weight of the liquor will in moft cafes be a fufficient,
and in fome too large a quantity.

Different falts require different quantities of ‘water to keep them
diffolved : and, hence, if a mixture of two or more be diffolved in
this fluid, they will begin to feparate and cryftallize at different
periods of the evaporation. Upon this foundation, falts are freed,
not only from fuch impurities, as water is not capable of diflolvin
and carrying through the pores of a filter, but likewife from ad-
mixtures nfgon: another ; that which requires moft water to dif-
folve it, fhooting ficft into cryflals.

N

9 E €T A

Precipitation.

Y this operation, bodies are recovered from thejr folutions, by
means of the addition of fome other fubftance, with which
either the menftruum, or the body diffolved, have a greater affinity
than they have with one another.
Precipitation, therefore, is of two kinds ; one, where the f{ub-
ftance fuperadded unites with the menftruum, and occafions that
before diffolved to be thrown down : the other, in which it unites
with the diffolved body, and falls along with it to the bottom. OFf
the firft we have an example in the precipitation of fulphur from
alkaline lixivia, by the means of acids ; of the {econd, in the pre-
cipitation of mercury from aqua-fortis by fea falt, or its acid.
T'be fubjeéls of this operation, as well thofe which are capable
of being precipitated as thofe which precipitate them, will readily
appear from infpection of the table of affinity. The manner of per-
forming it is fo fimple, as not to fand in need of any particular di-

rections;
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nace, the vapours foon condenfe in it, without the ufe of a refri-
geratory : neverthelefs, to promote this effect, fome are accuf-
tomed, efpecially in warm weather, to cool the receiver, by occa-
fionally applying wet cloths to it, or keeping it partly immerfed in
a veflel of cold water.

The vapours of fome fubftances are fo fluggith, or ftrongly re-
tained by a fixt matter, as fcarce to arife even over the low neck of
the retort. Thefe are moft commodioufly diftilled in ftraight-
‘mecked earthen veflels, called longnecks, laid on their fides, fo that
the vapour pafles off laterally with little or no afcent: a receiver
is luted to the end of the neck without the furnace: in this man-
ner, the acid fpirit of vitriol is diftilled. The matter which re-
mains in the retort or longneck, after the diftillation, is vulgarly
called caput mortuum,

In thefe diftillations, a quantity of elaftic air is frequently ge-
nerated ; which, unlefs an exit is allowed it, blows off or burfts
the receiver. Thedanger of this may, in good meafure, be pre-
vented, by flowly raifing the fire ; but more effectually, by leav-
ing a {mall hole in the luting, to be occafionally opened or ftopt
with a wooden plug ; or inferting at the junéture an upright pipe
of fuch a height, that the fteam of the diftilling liquor may not be
- able to rife to the top.

S E-C T. VIII.

Sublimation.

- /A S all fluids arevolatile by heat, and, confequently, capable of
A being feparated, in moit cafes, from fixed matters, by the
AHoregoing procefs ; fo various folid bodies are fubjeéted to a fimilar
treatment.  Fluids are faid to diffi/, and folids to fublime; though'
fometimes both are obtained in one and the fame operation. If the
{ubliming matter concrete into a mafs, it is commonly called a fub-
dimate ; if into a powdery form, flowers.

The principal {ubjeéts of this operation are, volatile alkaline
falts ; neutral falts compofed of volatile alkalis and acids, as fal
ammoniac ; the {alt of amber, and flowers of benzoine ; mercu-
rial preparations; and fulphur. Bodies, of themfelves not volatile,
are frequently made to fublime by the mixture of volatile ones :
thus iron is carried up by fal ammoniac in the preparation of the

lores martiales,

The fumes of folid bodies, in clofe veffels, rife but a little way,
and adhere to that part of the veflel where they concrete. Hence
a receiver or condenfer is lefs neceffary here than in the preceding
operation ; 2 fingle veffel, as a marr.fgs, or tall wial, or the like,
being frequently fufficien:. T%c moit commodious apparatus for
\ 2 the
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MATERIA MEDICA. .

: RITERS on the materia medica have taken great pains
: in arranging the various articles, of which it is com-

pofed, into different divifions and fubdivifions, according
to their real or reputed medicinal powers.

It has been imagined, that  the whole materia medica is re-
« ducible under the three diftin&ions of alteratives, evacuants, and
% refloratives : the firft cnmprehendinfg all that has any power to

% alter the conftitution, without fen ibly increafing or diminifh-
% ing any of the natural evacuations ; the fecond, whatever vifi-
¢ bly promotes thofe difcharges; and the third, all that contri-
« butes to leflen them, and make the increafe greater than the

" s wafte.” Thefe divifions being too general, they are broke into
fubdivifions; and thefe again are further divided into different
‘claffes, under more reftrained denominations, as cardiac, carmi-
native, hyfteric, ftomachic, &c.

Specious as this plan may appear to be, Iam afraid that the ex-
‘ecution of it, to any ufeful purpofe, would require a far more ex~
tenfive knowledge of the nature and operation of medicines than
has yet been attained to. A juft and ufeful method of fimples is

" fearcely to be expeted, while thofe propertics, on which the me-
thod is founded, are imperfeély known, and in many articles only
conjectural. ;
~ In all the arrangements that have been hitherto contrived upon
this plan, there appears a ftriking incongruity among the feveral
articles of which even the ultimate fubdivifions are compoled ; fub-
ftances extremely diffimilar being clafled together, as cantharides
and tea, tobacco and bran, hemlock and cowllips, fcurvygrafs and
raifins, arum root and liquorice, wormwood and parfneps, cinna-
mon and nettles, rafberries and chalk, artichokes and alum, cloves
and coffee, muftard feed and black cherries, &c. Nor are thele

incongruities to be laid always to the charge of the authors; the
nature












Part II.

to be jultly drawn from it) is itfelf
‘erroneous : the refiduum proceeds
from the earth naturally contained
in the water, not from that em-

loyed in theexperiment; for if pure
diftilled water be made ufe of, ‘it
will leave no refiduum, though long
triturated, or digefted with the
earth.

All thefe bodies, particularly
thofe of the animal kind, contain,
befides their purely alkaline earth,
a portion of glutinous matter. An
inftance of this we have in crabs
eyes. If thefe be macerated in the

‘weaker acids, or the ftronger fuf-
ficiently diluted with water ; the
‘earthy part will be diffolved, and
the animal glue remain in form of
a foft tranfparent mucilage. The
glatinous fubflance increafes their
tendency to concrete inthe ftomach ;
and, hence, thofe which contain
leaft thereof fhould be preferred to
the others. The mineral earths
contain the leaft of this kind of
- matter, and fome of them are very
_ealy of folution ; chalk for in-
ftance ; which may therefore be

Infipid earthy Subfances, &e.

given with greater fafety than th
animal abiorbents. Thefe {ub-
ftances, diveited of their congluti-
nating matter by means of fire, are
reduced into acrimonious calces or
limes, and thus become medicines
of a different clafs.

The teeth, bones, hoofs, and
horns of animals, confift of the {fame
principles with the animal abfor-
bents above-mentioned, but com-
bined in different proportions: the
quantity of gelatinous matter is fo
large, as to defend the earthy part
from the aftion of weak acids;:
while the earth, in its turn, pro.
teéts the gluten from being eafily
diffolved by watery liquors, Hence
thefe bodies in their crude ftate,
though recommended as poflefling
fingular virtues, are not found to
have any virtue at all.

Experiments have been made for
determining the degree of folubili-
ty, or comparative ftrength, of thefe
earths ; the principal of which are
arranged in the two following ra-
bles, one taken from Langius, and
the other from Homberg,
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 Table of the quantity of acid defiroyed by different abforbents.

rSome kinds of Limeftones 7 (1607
' Oyfter fhells 120
Chalk o
Shells of Garden Snails S | 100
Calcined Cray Fifh = | 100
Pearl - = | 8
: Tooth of the Sea Horfe < | 8o
Ere P08 { Volatile Salts S8 T oje ks SRS
Fixt Salts =] 6o Seirit of Salt.
Coral, red and white 2.| 6o
Crabs eyes .E 50
- | Eggthells 2| 50
" Mother of Pearl 50
Crabs claws 40
Jawbone of the Pike-ffh | _ 30)
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E:armm:upas, but they are, at
ngth, very jultly expunged from
ours, notwithftanding what fome
writers of repute {peak of their me-
dical virtue. Thefe indiffoluble
hard bodies are not capable of pro-
ducing any other effet than, by
their rigid angular particles (which,
. the’ !evigatef with the utmoft care,
the microfcope f{till difcovers in
them), to offend or wound the intef-
tines. In levigation they wear off
fo much from the hardett mardle
inftruments, as will equal or ex-
ceed their own weight : from this
circumitance we may account for
their having fometimes appeared to
‘aft as abjorbents. Some of thefe
flones, expofed to a vehement
fire, become in fome meafure fri-
able ; but, neverthelefs, remain in-
diffoluble. Moft of the coloured

Indiffoluble Earths.
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ones by this treatment lofe their
colour ; and, in this flate, prove
nearly of the {ame quality with
common cryftal ; fuch are, the
fapphire, emerald, amethyit, and
cornelian,  Others melt into a
blackifh wvitreous matter, from
which a portion of iron is obtain-
able by proper fluxes; as the hya-
cinth and garnet. Geoffroy con-
cludes hence, that thefe ftones
really poffefls fome medical vir-
tues, depending upon their me-
tallic part; but the quantit;n of
metallic matter, fufficient to give
them a confiderable tin&®, is fo
exceedingly fmall, and fo inclof-
ed in a ftony matter not ar all
foluble by any of the known men-
ftrua, and fcarce to admit of any
poflibility of its adting in the hu-
man body,

Clafs 2. Softer earths ; the talky, gypfeous, and argillaceous.

The talcs and gypfa have rare-
ly been ufed as medicines. Some
the former, from their unétu-
ous foftne(s and filver hue, ftand
recommended externally as coi-
metics ; and fome of the latter,
on little better foundation, inter-
nally, as aftringents. But they have
long been de ervedly rejected by
the judicions practitioners. They
feem to poffefs the ill qualities of
the alkaline earths (concreting
with the mucus of the flomach,
&c.) without any of their good
Ones. -
- Several of the clays, boles, and
terrz figillate, were highly cele-
brated by the ancients as aftringents
and alexipharmacs, and fome of
them ftill  continue in efteem ;
though it is certain they have no
E;:at claim to the virtues that have
n attributed to them. Their
real effe@s are, to give a greater
degree of confiftency to the fuids

in the firft paffages, and in fome
meafure defend the folids from their
acrimony.

Moft of thefe bodies contain,
befides the tenacious indiffoluble
earth, which is their principal cha-
rafleriftic, (1) a portion of an earth
foluble in acids, fimilar to thofe of
the firft fection ; (2) of acid, fe-
parable by diflillation in a firong
fire : this acid is always of -the
fame nature with that obtained
from vitriol, fulphur and alum; (3)
The coloured .ones contain like-
wife {mall quautities of iron, re-
ducible by inflammable fluxes, in-
to its metallic form. In conle-
quence of the firlt of thefe in%(m'
dients, thefe earths may be looked
upon in fome meafure as abforb-
ent: the acid appears to be
united with a part of the abforb-
ent earth, into a faline compound,
approaching to an alluminous na-
ture ; whence they have fome de-
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All the forts of aloes diffolve in
Fm-e fpiric, prgof fpirit, and proof
pirit dilated with half its weight
of water ; the impurities only be-
ing lefr. They diflolve alfo by the
aflitance of heat in water alone;
but, as the liquor grows cold, the
wefinous part fubfides, the gummy
remaining united with the water.
‘The hepatic aloes is found to con-
tain more refin, and lels gum than
‘the Socotorine, and this than the

caballine. The refins of all the
forts, purified by fpirit of wine,
“have little fmell 3 that obtained

‘from the Socotorine has fcarce any
perceptible tafte ; that from the he-
patic, a {light bitterith relifh, and
the refin of the caballine, a little
‘more of the aloetic flavour, The
Eﬂm‘l}' extracts of all the forts are

5 difagreeable than the crude
_aloes : the extra& of Socotorine
‘aloes has very little fmell, and is
in tafte not unpleafant ; that of the
~hepatic has a fomewhat ftronger
Amell, but is rather more agreeable
Ain tafte than the extra& of the So-
«<otorine : the gum of the cabal-
“dine retains a confiderable fhare of
_the peculiar rank fmell of this fort
of aloes, but its tafte is not much
‘more unpleafant than that of the
extrafts made from the two other

~ Aloes is a ftimulating cathartic
‘bitter : if given in fo large a dofe
‘as to purge effectually, it often oc-
‘cafions an irritation about the anus,
‘and fometimes a difcharge of blood.
“Small dofes of it frequently re-
- peated, not only cleanfe the primz
viz, but likewife attenuate and
diffolve vifcid juices in the remoter
parts, warm the habit, quicken
 the circulation, and promote the
- wterine and hazmorrhoidal fluxes.
‘This medicine is particularly. fer-
 wiceable to perfons of a phlegmatic
temperament and fedentary life,

- and where the fomach is oppreficd
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and weakened : in dry bilious ha-
bits, aloes prove injurious, immo-
derately heating the blood, and in-
flaming the bowels,

The juice is likewifle, on account
of its bitiernefs, fuppofed to kill
worms, either taken internally, or
applied in plafter to the umbilical
region. It is alfo celebrated for re-
ftraining external hemorrhages, and
cleanfing and healing wounds and
uleers. :

The ancients gave zloes im much
larger dofes than is cuftomary at
prefent, Diofcorides orders half a
dram or a dram for gently loofening
the belly ; and three drams when
intended to have the full effeét of a
cathartic. But modern pratice
rarely exceeds a {cruple, and limits
the greateft dofe to two {cruples.
For the common purpofes of this
medicine, ten or twelve grains fuf-
fice: taken in thefe or lefs quanti=
ties, it aéts as a gentle ftimulating
eccoprotic, capable of removing, if
duly continued, very obllinate ob-
fiructions.

Some are of opinion, that the
purgative virtue of aloes refides en-
tirely in its refin; but experience
has fhewn, that the pure refin has
little or no purgative quality ; and
that the gummy part feparated from
the refinous, afts more powerfully
than crude alges. If the aloes, in-
deed, be made to undergo long coc-
tion in the preparation of the gum-
my extratt, its cathartic power will
be confiderably leflened, not from
the feparation of the refin, but from
an alteration made in the juice itfelf
by the heat, The ftrongeft vegetable
cathartics become mild by a like
treatment, without any remarkable
feparation of their parts.

Socotorine aloes, as already ob-
ferved, contains mere gummy mat-
ter than the hepatic; and hence it
15 likewife found to purge more,

and with greater irritation, The
G former.
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former fort, therefore, is moft pro-
per where a ftimulus is required,
as for promoting or exciting the
menfitrual flux; while the latter is
better calculated to attas a common
purge. It is fuppofed that the vul-
nerary and balfamic virtues of this
juice refide chiefly in the refin; and

nce that the hepatic aloes, which
is moft refinous, is moit ferviceable
in external appilcation.

The Edinburgh college direts
the hepatic aloes in the balfamum
traumaticum and tinfura myrrbae et
aloes, defigned for external ufe; and
the Soeotorine in thofe preparations
or compofitions which are to be
taken internally, as the tinfura fa-
era, elixir facrum, pulvis biere picre,
pilile aloctice, prlule Rufi, pilulz
flomachice, pilule coccia, &c.

The London college ufes the So-
cotorine only. In the winum aloe-
ticum, tinffura facra, elixir aloes,
balfamum trawmaticum, pilule aro-
matice, and the other pills wherein
aloes is an ingredient, the Socoto-
rine kind in fubfiance is direfted.
In the powder of biera picra, only
the pure gummy part of the Soco-
torine aloes is employed, the fepa-
ration of which from the refinous
matter is given in a diftinét pro-
cels,

ALSINES folia: Alfines walgaris
Sfve morfus galline F. B. Alfines me-
a'.-'ar] Lin. Chickweed; the leaves

E.
L This plant was employed by the
ancients externally againft eryfipe-
latous and other inflammatory dif-
orders. Later times have given itin-
ternally in hamoptoes, as areftora-
tive in atrophies and confumptions,
and likewife as an antepileptic,
Some recommend for thefe purpofes
the expreffed juice, to be taken to
the quantity of an ounce; others
‘the dried leaves, in the dofe of a
dram ; and others, a water diflilled
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from them. But if any real benefit
be expetted from alfine, it ought to
be ufl:d liberally as food ; though
even then, its effeéts would not per-
haps be fuperior to thofe of more
approved culinary herbs. .

ALTHAZA ZE folia, radix : Althee
Diofeoridis &5 Plinii C. B, Althes
officinalis Lin. Marfh-mallows ; the
leaves and root [L. £.)

This plant grows wild in marfhes,
and other moift places, in feveral
parts of England ; though fre-
quently cultivated for medicinal’
ufe in gardens. All the parts of it
have a flimy tafte, and abound |
with a foft mucilaginous fubftance,
which is readily extracted by water:
the mucilage of the roots appears to
be the ftrongeft, and, hence, this
part is generally made ufe of in pre-
ference to the others.

This plant has the general vir-
tues of an emollient medicine; and
proves {erviceable in a thin acrimo=
nious ftate of the juices, and where
the natural mucus of the inteftines
is abraded. It is chiefly recom-
mended in fharp defluxions upon
the lungs, hoarfenefles, dyfenteries,
and likewife in nephritic and cal-
culous complaints ;: not, as fome
have fuppofed, that this medicine
has any peculiar power of diffolv-
ing or expelling the calculus; but
as, by lubricating and relaxing the
veflels, it procures a more free and
eafy paflage. Althza root is fome-
times employed externally for foft-
ening and maturating hard tumors:
chewed, it is faid to give eafe in
difficult dentition of children.

This root gives name to an offi- .
cinal fyrup [L. E.] and ointment | L.]
and is likewife an ingredient in the :
compound powwder of gum tragacanth
[L. £.] and the o:/ and plafler of
mucilages [L.] though it does not:
appear to communicate any partis -
cular virtue to thefe two, its muci.

laginous:
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laginous matter not being diffoluble
in oils.

ALUMEN [L. E.] Alum.
“Alum is a falt artificially pro-
duced from certain minerals, by
calcining and expofing them to the
air ; after which the alum is elixated
by means of water. The largeft
uantities are prepared in England,
Eerman}r, and Italy.
This falt is of a white or pale
red colour, of an auftere ftyptic

fweetithnefs. It diffelves in about
twelve times its weight of water ;
and concretes in, upon duly
evaporating the folution, into fe-
mitranfparent cryftals of an ofta-

onal figure, Expofed to the fire,

eafily melts, bubbles up in blif-
ters,- emits a copious phlegm, and
‘then tarns into a light fpongy white
mafs, confiderably more acrid than
the alum was at firft: this urged
with a ftronger fire, yields a fmall
an;antiry of acid fpirit, fimilar to

at obtained by the fame means
from vitriol ; the part which re-
‘mains, if the heat have been fuffi-
ciently intenfe and long continued,

is an infipid white earth, readily
 foluble in every kind of acid.

. Solutions of alum coagulate milk,
 change the blue colour of vege:-
- able juices into a red or purple, and
 turn an infufion of galls turbid and
- whitith. Upon adding fixt alkaline
- falts to thefe folutions, the earth of
 the alum is precipitated, its acid
uniting with the alkali into a neu-
tral faline concrete fimilar to vitri-
olated rartar,

Alum is a powerful aftringent :
it is reckoned particularly fervice-
able for reftraining hamorrhages,
and immoderate fecretions from the
blood ; but lefs proper in inteftinal
fluxes. In violent hamorrhages,
it may be given in doles of ffieen
or twenty grains, and repeated
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every hour or half houi till the
bleeding abates: in other cafes,
fmaller dofes are more advifeable 3
large ones being apt to naufeate
the ftomach, and occafion violent
conftipations of the bowels. It is
ufed alfo externally, in aftringent
and repellent Jotions and collyria.
Its officinal prepartions are, for
internal ufe, the ferum aluminofurs
[Z.] and pulvis fypticus [£.] for
external applications, the agua alu-
minofa, coagulum aluminofum, and
alumen uftum [L.] which laft is no
other than the alum dried by fire,
or freed from the watery moiiture,
which, like other falts, it always
retains in its cryflalline form. By
this lofs of its water it becomes
fharper, fo as to aét as a flight ef-
charotic. It is employed alfoasan
ingredient in the Japis medicamentes
Jus, and the agua witriolica [L.

AMARACUS, videMajoRANA;

AMBRAGRISEA [£.]

Ambergris is a bituminous {ube
ftance, of a greyith or ath colour,
intermingled” with vellowith and
blackifh fpecks or veins: it is ufu«
ally met with in little opake rugged
mafles, very light, of a loofe tex-
ture, friable in a certain degree
like wax; they break rough and
uneven, and not unfrequently cone
tain pieces of fhells, bones of fithes,
and other like matters. ‘This con-
crete is found floating on the fur-
face of the fea, or thrown out upon
the fhores; the greateft quantities
are met with in the Indian ocean;
pieces have l.kewife been now and
then difcovered in our own and
other northern feas.

Pure ambergris foftens betwixt
the fingers; melts in a fmall degree
of heat into the appearance of oil,
and in a ftronger heat proves al-
molt totally volatile. Warmed a
litele, it emits a peculiar fragrant

o {mell 3
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: diforders occafioned by a deficiency

of the menftrual evacuations. It
is likewife fuppofed to deterge the
almonary veflels, and proves of
confiderable fervice in fome kinds
of afthmas, where the lungs are op-
effed by vifcid phlegm; in this
intention, a folution of gum ammo-
piacum in vinegar of {quills provesa
medicine of greatefficacy,thoughnot
a little unpleafant, In long and ob-
flinate colics proceeding from vifcid
matter lodged in the inteftines, this
mmy refin has uced happy
%&3? after pu s!;rt?&] the cnmrggﬂ.
carminatives had been ufed in vain.
Ammoniacum is moft commodioully
taken in the form of pills: about a
ﬁru}wle may be given every night,
or oftener. Externally it foftens and
ripens hard tumors: a folution of
itin vinegar ftands recommended by
fome for refolving even {cirrhous
fwellings. .
In the fhops is prepared a folu=
tion of it in pennyroyal water, call-

ed, from its milky colour, /Jac ammo-

niaci [L.] It is an ingredient alfo
in the peitoral oxymel and pills, in the
deobfiruent and gum pills [ E.] and in
feveral plaflers [L. E.] -

AMOMI VERI femen: Amom:
C.B. The feeds of the
true amomum brought from the
Eaft.Indies [L.]

The true amomum is a round

fruit, about the fize of a middling

prape ; containing, under a2 mem-

branous cover, a number of {mall

rough, angular feeds, of a blackifh
Erown colour on the outfide, and
whitifh within : the feéds are lodg-

_ed in three diftin&t -cells ; thofe in

each cell are joined clofely together,
{o that the fruit, upon being open-
ed, appears to contain only three
feeds. Ten or twelve of thefe fruaits
Ernw together in a clufter, and ad-
here, without any pedicle, to a

woody ftalk about ‘an inch long ;
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each fingle fruit is furrounded by
fix leaves, in form of a cup; and
the part of the ftalk void of fruit is
clothed with leafy fcales.

The hutks, leaves, and flems,
have a light grateful {mell, and a
moderately warm aromatic talte :
the feeds freed from the hutks, are
in both refpefts much ilronger ;
their fmell is quick and penetrating,
their tafte pungent, approaching to
that of camphor,” Notwithftanding
amomum is an elegant aromatic,
it has long been a ftranger to the
fhops. .

It is dire@ted as an ingredient in
the theriaca. The college of Edin-
burgh has expunged that compoli-

tion, and as the true amomum is

not at prefent to be procured in this
country, they have dropt its name.
That of London allows the feeds of
the following plant of our own
growth to be fubftituted to thofe of
the oriental amomum.

AMOMI VULGARIS fomen:
Sifonis quod amomum officinis noflris
C. B. Sii aromatici Tourn. The
feeds of the common amomum, or
baftard ftone pariley [L. E.]

Thefe are very different in their
appearance and manner of growth
from the foregoing : they ftand in
form of umbels, and are joined
two together without any common
covering : they are fmall, ftriated,
of an oval figure and brown colour.
Their tafte 1s warm and aromatic,
but confiderably different from that
of the amomum verum, and Vvery
far weaker, Water extralls little
of their lavour by infufion, but ele-
vates the whole in diftillation ; rec-
tified fpirit extraéls the whole, but
elevates very little: hence the wa-
tery extraét has no tafte or fmell of
the feeds; whilft the {pirituous
poffefles their flavour in great per=
fection. It is obfervable that the
tinfture drawn from them with pure

G 3 {pirig
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girit is of a green colour. Thefe

ds have been recommended as
carminative, aperient, diuretic and
emmenagogue ; but they are at
prefent little regarded in praftice.

AMYGDAL/ZE AMARZE et
DULCES. Sweet and bitter al-
monds (L, E.

The almond is a flattith kernel,
of a white colour, covered with a
thin brownith tkin ; of a foft fweet
tafte ; or a difagreeable bitter one,
The fkins of both forts are unplea-
fant, and covered with an acrid
powdery fubftance : they are very
apt to become rancid on keeping,
and to be preyed on by a kind of
infeét, which eats out the internal
part, leaving the almond to ap-
pearance entire. To thefe circum-
ftances regard ought to be had in
the choice of them.

- The fruit which affords thefe
kernels, is the produce of a tree
greatly refembling the peach,
called by C. B. amygdalus fativa.
The eye diftinguifhes no difference
betwixt the trees which produce
the fweet and bitter, or betwixt
-the kernels themfelves. It is faid
that the fame tree has, by a dif-
ference in culture, afforded both.

Both forts of almonds yield, on
expreflion, a large quantity of oil,
which has no {fmell or any partica-
lar tafte. This oil feparates like-
wife upon boiling the almonds in
water, and is gradually collefted
on the furface: but, on trituratin
the almonds with water, the oil ang
water unite together, by the me-
diation of the other matter of the
kernel, and form an unctuous
milky liquor.

Sweet almonds are of greater ufe
in food thaw as medicines; but they
are reckoned to afford little nounith-
ment, and, when eaten infubftance,
are not eafy of digeltioh, unlels
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thoroughly comminuted. They
are fuppofed, on account of their
foft unctuous quality, to abtund
acrimonious juices in the prima
vie : peeled {weet almonds, eaten
fix or eight at a time, fometimes
give prefent relief in the heart.
burn. ~
Bitter almonds have been found
poifonous to dogs, and fundry o«
ther animals ; and a water diftilled
from them, when made of a certain_
degree of ftrength, has had like
effeéts. Neverthelefs, when eaten
they appear i t to men, and
have been nutmuently ufed as
medicines. Boerhaave recommends
them, in f{ubftance, as diuretics
which heat but moderately, and
which may therefore be ventured
upon in acute difeafes,

The oils obtained by expreflion
from both forts of almonds are in
their fenfible qualities the fame.
The general virtuesof thefe oils are,
to blunt acrimonious humours, and
to foften and relax the folids ;
hence their ufe, internally, in tick-
ling coughs, heat of urine, pains
and inflammations ; and, external-
ly, in tenfion and rigidity of pare
ticular parts.

The milky folutions of almonds
in watery liquors, commonly called
emulfions, contain the oil of the
fubjett, and participate in fome
degree of the emollient virtue
thereof ; but have this advantage
above the pure oil, that they may
be given in acute or inflammatory
diforders, without danger of the ill
effets which the oil might fome-
times produce ; fince emulfions de
not turp rancid or acrimonious by
heat, as all the oils of this kind, in
a little time, do. Several unttuous
and refinous fubftances, of them-
felves not mifcible with water, may
by trituration with almonds be ea-
jily mixed with them into the furn}

0
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of an emulfion ; and are thus excel-
lently ficted for medicinal ufe. - In
this form, camphor and the refi-
nous purgatives may be commodi-
oufly taken. The only officinal
preparations of almonds are the ex-
prefied oil and emulfion,

ANACARDIA.
ot Malacca bean.

This is the froit of a tree grow-
in g; Malabar and other parts of
the Eaft-Indies. It is of a fhining
black colour, of the thape of a heart
flattened, aboutan inch long, ter-
‘minating at one end in an obtufe
point, and adhering by the other to
a wrinkled ftalk; it contains with-
in two f(hells a kernel of a {weetifh
tafte : betwixt the fhells is lodged
a thick and acrid juice.
 The medicinal virtues of anacar-
dia have been greatly difputed ;
many have attributed to them the
faculty of comforting the brain and
nerves, fortifying the memory,
quickening the intelle&t: and,
hence, a confeftion made fiom
them has been dignified with the
title of confectio japientum : others
think it better deferves the name
of confeftio flultorum, and mention
inftances of its continued ufe havin
rendered people maniacal. But the
kernel of anacardium is not differ-
ent in quality from that of almonds,
The ill effets atributed to this
fruit belong only to the juice con-
- tained betwixt the kernels, whofe
acrimony is fo great, that itis faid
to be employed by the Indians as
a cauftic. This juice is recom-
mended externally for tetters, frec-
kles, and other cutaneous deformi-
ties ; *i:.'hich it removes only by ex-
ulcerating or excoriating the part,
fo that anew fkin comes underneath.

Anacardiuom,

_ . ANAGALLIDIS folia: dnagal-
lidis phenicen ?ﬂﬂﬂ' C. B. et Anagalli-
dis flore caruleo C. B.  Auagallidis
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arwenfis Lin. Common, male and
female pimpernel ; the leaves.

Pimpernel is a low plant, in ap-
pearance refembling chickweed ;
but eafily diftinguifhable by its
leaves being fpotted underneath,
and joined immediately to the ftalk.
‘The male and female pimpernels
differ no otherwife than in the co-.
lour of their flowers; they are both
found wild in the fields, but the
male or red-flowered fort is more
common.

Both the pimpernels have an
herbaceous, roughifh tafte, with
little or no {meli. Many extraor-
dinary virtues have been attributed
to them. Geoffroy efteems them
cephalic, fudorific, vulnerary, an-
timaniacal, antiepileptic, and alex-
eterial, Tragus, Calpar Hoffman,
Michaels, ang others, are alfo very
liberal in their praifes ; one of thefe

entlemen declares, that he has

nown numerous inftances of the
fingular efficacy of a decottion and
tincture of pimpernel, in maniacal
and melancholic deliria. But later
praétitioners have not been fo hap-
py as to meet with the like fuccels.
Pimpernel is not unfrequently taken
as food; it makes no unpleafant
falad ; and in fome parts of this
kingdom, is a common pot-herb.
A fpirituous tincture of it contains
nothing valuable : the only prepa-
ration that promifes any utility, 1s
an extract made with water ; or the
exprefled juice depurated and in-
{pifiated.

ANAGALLIS AQUATICA,

vide BEcaBunGaA.

ANCHUSZ radix : Bugloffi ra-
dici rubra Tourn, Anchuje tinddorie
Lin. Alkanetroot [£.]

Alkanet is a rough hairy plant,
muach refembling the vipers buglofs:
its chief difference from the com-
mon buglofles confifts in the colour
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trafted by pure {pirit, but not by
watery liquors.
. mli%a is one of the moft ele-
t aromatics of European growth,
ﬁugh little regarded in the prefent
practice. The root, which is the
molt efficacious part, is rarely met
with in prefcription, and does not
enter any officinal compofition.
The leaves are ingredients in the
three alexeterial waters'[L.]: the
feeds, in the compound anifeed
water [L.], plague water, aqua mi-
rabilis, and aromatic tinéture [£.]
Theitalks make an agreeable fweet-
meat.

- ANGUILLZ HEPAR. The
Jiver of the eel.
 The liver and gall of the eel are
‘extremely acrid, They have been
held a fpecific in difficult births;
and enter the principal compofitions
for that intention in foreign phar-
tas ; although it appears,
that in moft cafes of this kind,
acrid irritating medicines are really
injurious. Boerhaave obferves, that
‘no fith has a more acrid gall than
the eel ; and fays, that with pills
made of the gall of the eel and
pikeé, he has cured pale rickety
children with fwelled bellies : the
werfully promoting urine,
ﬂg ii:o:aﬁpning I:ht: b‘ellygtn fub-
fide.

- ANIME ; [£.] arefin exuding
from the trunk of a large American
tree, called by Pifo jetaiba, by the
Indians cowréaril,

This refin is of a tranfparent
amber colour, a light agreeable
fmell, and little or no tafte, It dif-
folves entirely, but not very readily,
in reftified {pirit of wine ; the im-
purities, which are often in large
quantity, remaining behind. The
Brazilians are faid toemploy anime
in fumigations for pains and aches
proceeding from a cold caule:
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with us, it is rarely, if ever, made
ufe of for any medicinal purpofes.

ANISI femen :  Apit anifi didii
Jemine fuaveolente Tourn. Pimpinel-
?}Juiﬁ Lin. Anife, the feed [L.

Anife is an annual umbelliferous
plant, growing naturally in Crete,
Syria; and other places of the Eaft.
It is cultivated in fome parts of
France, Germany, and Spain, and
may be raifed alfo in England, The
feeds brought from Spain, which
are {maller than the others, are pre-
ferred.

Anifeeds have an aromatic fmell,
and a pleafant warm tafte, accom-
panied with a degree of fiveetnefs.
Water extrafts very little of their
flavour ; reétified {pirit the whole.

‘T'hefe feeds are in the number of
the four greater hot feeds : their
principal ufe is in cold flatulent
diforders, where tenacious phlegm
abounds, and in the gripes to
which young children are {ubjeét.
Frederick Hoffman ftrongly recom-
mends them in weaknefs of the
ftomach, diarrheew,and for ftrength-
ening the tone of the vifcera in ge-
neral ; and thinks they well deferve
the appellation given them by Hel-
mont, inteffinorum folamen.

The officinal preparations of
thele feeds are an gfential 0il [ L. E.]
and a {pirituous compound avater
[L. E.] They are ingredients in
mithridate and theriaca ; and the
effential oil in the paregoric elizir

[Z.]
ANONIS, vide Onowrs.

- ANSERINA,vide ARGENTINA,
ANTIMONIUM [L. E] fibi-

am. Antimony.

Antimony is a ponderous brittle
mineral, compofed of leng fhinin
ftreaks like ncedles, in:ermingl_eg

wit



Qo
with a dark lead-coloured fub-
flance ; of no manifeft tafte or
fmell. There are feveral mines
of it in Germany, Hungary, and
France : and fome likewife in Eng-
land. The Englith fort {eems to be,
of all the others, the leaft proper
for medicinal ufe, as frequently
containing a portion of lead, The
fubftances found mixed with the fo-
reign forts are generally of the un-
fufible ftony kind, from which the
antimony is melted out in veflels,
whofe bottom 1s perforated with
imall holes, and received in coni-
cal moulds. In thefe, the lighter
and more drofly matter arifes to
the furface ; while the more pure
and ponderous fubfides to the
tom, Hence the upper broad part
of the loaves 1s confiderably lefs
‘pure than the lower.

The goodnefs of Antimony is
judged of from its weight; from
the loaves not being fpongy or
blebby ; from the largenefs of the
ftriz ; and from the antimony to-
tally evaporating in a ftrong fire.

Antimony was employed by the
ancients in collyria againft inflam-
mations of the eyes ; and for ftain-
ing the eyebrows black. Its in-
ternal ufe does not feem to have
been eitablithed till towards the
‘end of the fifteenth century ; and,
even at that time, it was by many
looked upon as poifonous. But ex-
perience has now fully evinced,
that pure antimony, in its crude
ftate, has no noxious quality ; that
fome of the I!:reparationa of it are
medicines of great eflicacy; and
that though many of them are mott
violently emetic and cathartic, yet
even thefe, by a flight alteration or
addition, lol{ their virulence, and
become mild in their operation.

This mineral appears, from che-
mical experiments, to confift of a
metal, united with common ful-
phur, and feparable in its metallic

2
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form by the fame means whereby
other metallic bodies are extraéted
from their ores.

The pure metal o rates, in a
very minute dofe, with extreme
vehemence, as a purgatwa and
emetic ; when combined with ful-
phur, as in the crude mineral, its

wer is reftrained : divefted of the
inflammable principle which it has
in common with all perfeétly me-
tallic bodies, it becomes an indo-
lent calx. See the preparations of
antimony in the third part of thm
work.

ANTHORZE five antithorz ra-
dix': Acomiti falutiferi C. B. Aconiti

- foliorum laciniis linearibus, wubigue

ejufdem latitudinis Linnei. Whole~
Iumc wolf’s bane ; the roots.

This plant may be diftinguifhed
from the poifonous aconites by its
leaves being more finely divided,
and not at all bright or fhining :
it grows wild on the Alps. The
root has been fuppofed ufeful

%-amﬁ poifons, particularly that
the thora (whence its name).
Some neverthelefs look upon this
pretended antidote itfelf as unfafe.
Fred. Hoffman fays it is cathartic,
and has produced dangerous dif-
orders of the ftomach, accompa-
nied with heat, thirft, and anxiety.
On the other hand, Geoffroy re-
lates, that he never has obferved
any purgative quality in this root,
or any ill confequence from its ufe;
that he has frequently exhibite
it, and always with good fuccefs,
againit worms and in malignant
fevers, efpecially fuch as were’
occafioned by vifcidities in the
ftomach and inteftines ; the dofe
from a fcruple to a dram. A com-
petency of experiments to fully de-
termine this point, is as yet want-
ing, the root never having come in-
to general praftice. Its tafte is
acrid and bitter,
APES,

A
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APES. Bees; their bodies, ho- ferine, folia : Pentaphylloidis mino-

ney, and wax [£.

. %’ms, dried Emﬂ] pulverized, are

faid to cure the alopecia, Emd .
iven interunally, to promote urine ;
ut they have been for a long time

ftrangers to the fhops. 'The honey

and wax fhall be treated of under

the refpective heads,

- APII fou eleofelini radix : Apii
iis caulinis cuneiformibus Linnei,
Smallage, the roots [£. |
This plant is larger than the gar-
den apium (pariley), of a darker
green colour, and of a ftronger and
more unpleafant flavour. The roots
are in the number of the five called
opening roots, and have been fome-
times prefcribed as an ingredient
in aperient apozems and diet-
drinks ; but are at prefent difre-
garded., The feeds of the plant
~ are moderately aromatic, and were
formerly ufed as carminatives; in
which intention they are, doubt-
lefs, capable of doing fervice,
though the other warm feeds,
which the thops are furnifhed with,
render thefe unneceflary ; and ac-
cordingly the Edinburgh college,
which retains the roots, has ex-
punged the feeds.

APIUM HORTENSE, vide

ETROSELINUM.

~ ARANEARUM TELZ [E.]
Cobwebs.

. Thele are never met with in pre-
feription ; but are fometimes ap-
plied by the common people to
ilop the bleeding of flight wounds :
this they feem to effect by adhering
to the part, fo as to clofe the orifi-
ces of the veflels, and prevent the
eftufion of their contents.

ARESTA BOVIS, vide Owo-
K15,

ARGENTINZE, potentille, an-

ris fupini, feu procumbentis, foliis ala-
tis argenteis et ferratis, flore luteo
Mor. Hiff. Ox. Silverweed, or wild
tanfey ; the leaves [E.]

This plant grows wild about the
fides of rivulets and other moiift
places: it has no ftalk, the leaves
lying flat on the ground. The wri-
ters on the materia medica in gene-
ral look upon argentina as a very
ftrong allringent ; mifled probably
by its agreement in botanic cha-
raters with tormentil, which is
known to be a powerful ftyptic.
The fenfible qualities of argentina
promife no great virtue of this
kind; for to the tafte it difcovers
only a flight roughifhnefs, whence
it may be prefumed to be entitled
to a place only among the milder
corroborants. As the aftringency
of tormentil is confined chiefly to
its root, it might be thought that
the argentina alfo has an aftringent
root : the root of this plant, how-
ever, is found to have no other
than a pleafant fweertifh tafte, like
thatof parfnips, but not fo ftrong.

ARGENTUM. Silver [L. E.]
Abundance of virtues have been
attributed to crude filver by the
Arabians, and by fome alfo of later
times, but on very little founda-
tion, This metal, taken in its
crude ftate, has no effet in the
body ; combined with a fmall quan-
tity of the nitrous acid, it proves
a powerful, though not always a
fafe, hydragogue ; with a larger,
a ftrong caultic. The nitrous acid
is the only one that perfettly dif-
folves this metal : on adding to
this folution a minute portion of
marine acid, or {ubftances contain-
ing it, the liquor turns milky, and
the filver falls to the bottom in form
of a white calx : hence we are fur-
nithed with 2 method of difcover-
ing marine falt in waters, &c, S;::
the









9%

preparations, are not unfrequently
met with in the earth, The foflil
red arfenic is the fandaracha of the
Greeks, the realgar and rifigal of
the Arabians. gﬂtﬁ the red and
yellow, when of a {mooth unifm
texture, are named marwichs;
when compofed of fmall fcales or
leaves, auripipmenta, or orpiments:
the laft are the only fubftances to
which the Greeks gave the name
apoinnov. That the zarnichs and
orpiments really contain arfenic
(contrary to the opinion of fome
writers) is evident from fundry ex-
riments, whereby a perfect ar-
enic, and in notable quantity, is
obtainable from them. The com-
pilers of the precediuz edition of
the Edinburgh Difpenfatory, there-
fore, very jultly gave fandaracha
Grecorum as a {ynonymon to red
arfenic ; and auripegmentum' to the
yelloaw.
The pure or white arfenic has
a penetrating corrofive tafte ; and
tal]:en into the body proves a moit
violent poifon. Befides the effells
which it has in common with other
corrofives, it remarkably attenuates
the coats of the ftomach, occafions
a fwelIing and fphacelation of the
whole body, and a fudden putre-
fattion after death particularly, as
is faid, of the genitals in men.
Where the quanticy is fo very {mall
as not to prove fatal, tremors, pal-
fies, and lingering heétics fucceed.
The remedies recommended againit
this poifon are, milk and oily li-
grm:iz immediately and liberally
unk.

The red and yellow arfenics,
both native and fatitious, have
little tafte, and are much lefs vi-
rulent in their effeéts than the fore-
going, Sulphur, which reftrains
the power of mercury and the an-
timonial metal, remarkably abates
the virulence of this poifonous mi-
neral alfo. Such of thefe fubftances
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as participate more largely of ful-
phur, feem to be almoit innocent :
the fa&titious red arfenic, and the
native orpiments, have been given
to dogs in confiderable quantity,
without being produétive of any
apparent ill confequences.

ARTEMISIE folia: Artemifiz
wulgaris majoris C. B. Mugwort ;
the leaves [L, E.] - :

This plant grows plentifully in
fields, hedges, and walte places,
throughout England; and flowers
in June. In appearance, it fome-
what refembles the common worm-
wood : the difference moft obvious
to the eye is in the flowers, thofe
of wormwood hanging downwards,
while the flowers of mugwort ftand
erect.

The leaves of this plant have a
light aromatic fmell, and an her-
baceous bitterifh tafte, They are
principally celebrated as uterine
and anthyflteric: an iofufion of
them is fometimes drank, either
alone, or in conjunétion with other
fubftances, in fuppreflion of the
menftrual evacuations. This me-
dicine is certainly a very mild one,
and confiderably lefs hot than moit
others to which thefe virtues are
attributed : in fome parts of this
kingdom, mugwort is of common
ufe as a pot-herb.

ARI radix : Avi maculati macalis

nigris C. B. Wake-robin the root
[L. E.]
This plant grows wild under

hedges, and by the fides of banks,
in moft parts of England. It fends
forth in March, three or four trian-
ular leaves, which are followed by
a naked flalk, bearing a purplith
piftil inclofed in a long fheath:
this is {ucceeded in July, by a
bunch of reddith berries. In fome
lants, the leaves are {potted with
ack, in others with white, and in
others

"
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others not fpotted at all : the black
fpotted fort is fuppofed to be the
moit efficacious, and hence is ex-
Prefsly diretted by the London col-
ege,

All the parts of arum, particu-
larly the root, have an extremely
pungent, acrimonious tafle, If the
root be but lightly chewed, it con-
tinues to burn and vellicate the
tongue for fome hours, occafioning
at the fame time a confiderable
thirft : thefe {ymptoms are alle-
viated by butter, milk, or oily
liquors. Dried and kept for fome
fime, it lofes much of its acri-
mony, and becomes at length an
almoft infipid farinaceous fub-
flance.

The root is a powerful ftimulant
and attenuant. It is reckoned a
medicine of great efficacy in fome
chacheétic and chlorotic cafes, in
weaknels of the ftomach occafioned
by a load of vifcid phlegm, and in
fuch diforders in general as proceed
from a cold fluggifth indifpofition
of the folids and lentor of the fluids.
I have experienced great benefit
from it in rheumatic pains, parti-
cularly thofe of the fixt kind, and
which were feated deep. In thefe
cafes I have given from ten grains
to a fcruple of the frefh root twice
or thrice a day, made into 2 holus
or emulfion with unétuous and mu-
cilaginous {ubftances, which cover

1its pungency, and prevent its mak-
 ing any painful impreflion on the
tongue. It generally excited a
flight tingling f{enfation through
the whole haiil:, and, when the
patient was kept warm in bed, pro-
duced a copious fweat.

The only officinal preparation,
in which this root is an ingredient,
is a compound powder; in which
form, its virtues are very precari-
ous. Some' recommend a tinfture
of it drawn with wine; but neither
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wine, water, nor fpirit, extradt its
virtues.

ASAFOETIDA. Afafetida
[L. E.] the concrete juice of a large
umbelliferous plant growing 1n
Perfia.

This juice exudes (from wounds
made in the root of the plant),
liquid, and white like milk: on
being expofed to the air, it turns of
a brownith colour, and graduall
acquires different degrees of mnﬁz
tency. It is brought to us'in large
irregular maffes, compofed of vari-
ous little fhining lumps or grains,
which are partly of a whitith colour,
partly reddifh, and partly of a violet
hue. Thofe mafles are accounted
the beft which are clear, of a pale
reddifh colour, and variegated with
a great number of elegant white
tears.

This drug has a ftrong fetid {mell,
fomewhat like that of garlick ; and
a bitter, acrid, biting tafte. It
lofes by age fome of its {fmell and
ftrength, a circumitance to be par-
ticularly regarded in its exhibition.
It confifts of about one-third part
of pure refin, and two-thirds of
gummy matter ; the former folu-
ble in reftified {pirit, the latter in
water. Proof fpiric diffolves al-
moft the whole into a turbid liquer ;
the tinture in retified fpiric 1s
tranf{parent,

Afafetida 15 the firongeft of the
fetid gums, and of frequent ufe in
hyiteric and different kinds of ner-
vous complaints. Itis likewife of
confiderable efficacy in flatulent co-
lics; and for promoting all the
fluid fecretions in either fex. The
ancients attributed to this medicine
many other virtues, which are at °
prefent not expected from it.

This gummy-refin is an ingre-
dient in the officinal gum pills,
compound powder of myrrh, fetid

tingture,
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citing of urine when fu‘]:preﬁcd, or
the increafing of its difcharge ; and,
in cafes where aperient medicines
generally do fervice, this has little
Or no € f&t

ASPERULE flores : Afperule
aut a le aderate noftratis Lob,
Woodroof ; the flowers.

This is a low umbelliferous plant,
groving wild in woods and copfes,
and ﬂnwerin% in May. It has an
exceeding pleafant {mell, which is
improwf by moderate exficcation :
the taite 1s fubfaline, and fomewhat
aoftere. It imparts its flavour to
vinous liquors. Afperula is fup-
pofed to attenuate vifcid humours,
and ftrengthen the tone of the
‘bowels. It is recommended in ob-
flru&tions of the liver and biliary
duéts, and by fome in epilepfies
and palfies. Modern praltice has,
neverthelefs, rejetted it,

ASPHALTUS, vide BituMEN
Jupaicum.

ASPLENIUM, vide CETERACH,

ATRIPLICIS OLIDAE filia:
 diriplices fatide C.B. Chenopodii
fetidi Touwrn. Chenopedii Valvarie
Lin. Stinking orach, or arach ; the
leaves [L.]
Thhis is a low plant, fprinkled all
over with a kind of whitifh clam-
my meal: it grows about dung-
hills, and other walte places. The
leaves have a ftrong fetid fmell, with
which the hand, by a light touch,
becomes o impregnated with, as
not to be eafily freed from it, Its
{mell has gained it the charaéter of
an excellent antihyfteric ; and this
15 the only ufe to which it is ap-
plied. Tournefort recommends a
ipirituous tinture, others a decoc-
tion in water, and others a conferve
of the leaves, as of wonderful efficacy
ia uterine diforders,

The Materia Medica.

97

ATRIPLEX SATIVA. Gar-
den orach, or arach. - _

The garden oraches (which are
either of a pale greenifh, or pur-
plith red colour, and hence named
atriplex alba and rubra) are chiefly
employed for culinary purpofes.
They are cooling, and gently laxa-
tive; a decoftion of the leaves is
recommended in coftivenefs, where
the patient is of a hot bilious dif-
pofition.

AVENA [E] Oats.

This grain is an article rather of
food than of medicine. It is {uf-
ficiently notritive and eafy of di-
geftion, The gruels made from it
have likewife a kind of foft mu-
cilaginous quality ; by which they
obtund acrimonious humours, and
prove ufeful in inflammatory dif-
orders, coughs, hoarfenefs, rough-
nels, and exulcerations of the
fauces,

AURANTIORUM HISPA-
LENSIUM Juccus et cortex : Fruce
tiis Mali aurantie majoris C. B.
Seville oranges ; the juice and yel-
low rind [L. E.] The Edinburgh
college ules alfo the flowers of the
tree.

The orange is a beautiful ever~
ﬁr:en tree, or rather thrub, bearing

owers and fruits all the year: it
is a native of the warmer climates,
and does not well bear the winters
of this,

The flowers are highly odori-
ferous, and have been, for fome time
paft, of great efteem as a perfume :
their talte is fomewhat warm, ac-
companied with a degree of bit-
ternefs, They yield their flavour
by infufion to reftified fpirit, and
in diftillation both to fpirit and wa-
ter : the bitter matter is diffolved
by water, and, on evaporating the
decoftion, remains entire in the ex-
trat. The diftilled water was for-
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much lefs {o than the foregoing,
and generally has a portion of tur-
bid watery liquor at the bottom.
This fort is probably either adul-
terated by the mixture of other
fubftances, or has been extracted by
"cottion from the bark and branches
of the tree ; its fmell and taile are
much lefs pleafant than thofe of the
genuine balfam,

Pure balfam of Copaiba diffolves
entirely in rectified {pirit, efpecial-
1y if I:Ke menftruum be previoudly
alkalized : the folution has a very
fragrant {fmell. Diftilled with water,
it yields a large tll:‘uanl:il.y of a limpid
eflential oil; and, in a firong heat,
without addition, a blue oil.

The balfam of Copaiba is an ufe-
ful corroborating detergent medi-
cine, accompanied with a degree of
irritation. It ftrengthens the nerv-
ous fyftem, tends to loofen the belly,
in large dofes proves purgative,
promotes urine, and cleanfes and
heals exulcerations in the urinary

paflage, which it is fuppofled to per-
form more effe@ually than any of
the other balfams. Fuller obferves,
that it gives the urine an intenfely
bitter tafte, but not a violet fmell as
the turpentines do.
"~ This balfam has been princi-
. pally celebrated in gleets and the
fluor albus, and, externally, as a
vulnerary. 'The author above men-
tioned recommends it likewife in
dyfenteries, in fcorbutic cachexies,
in difeafes of the breait and lungs,

d in an acrimonious or putref-
cent ftate of the juices : he fays, he
has known very dangerous coughs,
which manifeftly threatened a con--
fumption, cured by the ule of this
balfam alone; and that, notwith-
ftanding its being hot and bitter,
it has good effeéts even in hedtic
cales.

The dofe of thi4 medicine rarely
exceeds twenty or thirty drops,
though fome dire& fixty or more,
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It may be conveniently taken in
the form of an el®zolaccharum 3 or
in that of an emalfion, into which
it may be reduced by triturating
it with almonds, or rather with a
thick mucilage of gum arabic, till .
they are well incorporated, and then
gradually adding a proper quantity
of water

The only officinal preparation of
this balfam 1s an empyreumatic oil,
diftilled with the addition of gum
guaiacum [L.] The balfam icfelf
1s an ingredient in the balfamic
tinfture, and tinéture of canthari-
des [£.]

BALSAMUM GILEADENSE,

vide OrPoBALSAMUM.

BALSAMUM PERUVIANUM
[L. E] Balfam of Peru.

The common Peruvian balfam
is faid to be extrafted by coétion
in water, from an odoriferous fhrub
growing in Peru, and the warmer
parts of America. This balfam,
as brought to us, is nearly of the
confiftence of thin honey, of a
reddifh brown colour, inclining to
black, an agreeable aromatic fmell,
and a very hot biting tafte. Diftil-
led with water, it yields a fmall
quantity of a fragrant eflential oil
of a reddifh colour ; and, in a ftrong
fire, without addition, a yellowilh
red oil

Balfam of Peru is a very warm
aromatic medicine, confiderably
hotter, and more acrid than Copai-
ba. Its principal effeéls are, to warm
the habit, to ftrengthen the ner-
vous fyftem, and attenuate vifcid
humours. Hence its ufe in fome
kinds of althmas, gonorrhesas, dy-
fenteries, fuppreflions of the ate-
rine difcharges, and other difor-
ders proceeding from a debilicy
of the folids, or a fluggifhnefs B.:E
inactivity of the juices. It is alfo.
employed externally, for c!eanﬁni;

- and .
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and healing wounds and ulcers;
and fometimes againft palfies and
rheumatic pains.

This balfam does not unite with
water, milk, exprefled oils, animal
fats, or wax: it may be mingled
in the cold with this laft, as alfo
with the {ebaceous fubltance called
exprefled oil of mace ;3 but if the
mixture be afterwards liquefied by
heat, the balfam feparates and
falls to the bottom. It may be
mixed with water into the form of
an emulfion after the fame manner
as the ballfam of Copaiba. Alka-
line lixivia diffolve great part of it;
and rectified {pirit the whole.

'This balfam is an ingredient in
the balfamum guaiacinum, pilulz aro-
matice [L.) tindura balfamica, elixir

e, balfamum cepbalicum, and
Locarelli [£.]

There is another fort of balfam
of Peru, of a avhite colour, and
confiderably more fragrant than
the former. This is very rarely
brought to us. It is faid to be the
produce of the fame plant which
yields the common or black balfam ;
and to exude from incifions made
in the trunk.

BALSAMUM TOLUTANUM

" {L. E.] Balfam of Tolu.

This flows from a tree of the
ine kind, growing in Tolu, in the
panith Weit-Indies, called by Lin-

nzus Toluifera Balfamum ; whence

the balfam is brought to us in lit-
tle gourd fhells. 1t is of a yellow-
ith brown colour, inclining to red ;

‘in confiftence thick and tenacious :

by age it grows hard and brittle,
without {'u!%ering any great lofs of
its more valuable parts. The fmell
of this balfam is extremely fra-
grant, fomewhat refembling that
of lemons; its talte warm and

fweetith, with little of the pun-
¢y, and nothing of the naufeous
eli

{h, which accompany the other
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balfams. It has the fame general
virtues with the foregoing ; but is
much milder, and for {Eme pur-
pofes, particularly as a corroborant
1n fgleeu and feminal weaknefles,
is fuppofed to be more efficacious.
It 1s an ingredient in the wvalwerary
balfam [L] the b&alfamic tindure,
and the pefforal pills and elixir [E.]
A fyrup allo is impregnated with
it in the fhops.

BARDANZ MAJORIS feu
lappe majoris, radix et femen : Lapp=
majoris, arcii Diefcoridis Q. B, Arc-
tii Lappe Lin, Burdock ; the roots
and feeds [Z.]

This is a commen plant about
way fides, f{ufficiently known from
its fcaly heads, or burs, which
ftick to the clothes. — The feeds
have a bitterith fubacrid rtafle :
they are recommended as very ef-
ficacious diuretics, given either in
the form of emulfion, or in powder,
to the quantity of a dram.—The
roots talte {weetifh, with a flight
aufterity and bitterifhnefs : they are
efteemed aperient,  diuretic, and
{fudorific ; and faid to a& without
irritation, fo as to be fafely ven-
tured upon in acute diforders. De-
coftions of them have of late been
ufed in rheumatic, gouty, and other
diforders ; and preferred by fome
to thofe of farfaparilia.

BDELLIUM [L.E.] Bdelliom.
Bdellium is a gummy-refinous
concrete juice brought from Arabia
and the Eaft-Indies, in glebes of
different fizares and magnitudes.
It is of a ﬁa.rk reddifh brown co-
lour, and in appearance fomewhat
refembles myrrh: upon cutting a
piece, it looks fomewhat trani%a-
rent, and as Geoffroy juftly ob-
{erves, like glue. It grows foft and
tenacious in the mouth, fticks tothe
teeth, has a bitterith tafte, and not
a difagreeable {mell. Bdellium is
recommended as.a fuderific, diure-
H 3 t':"';',
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feveral parts of England; the
flowers come forth in June and

July; they are of a purplith co-
lour, and ftand in fpikes on the
tops of the ftalks. The leaves and
flowers have an herbaceous, rough-
ifh, fomewhat bitterifh talte, ac-
companied with a very weak aro-
matc flavour. This herb has long
been a favourite among writers on
the materia medica, who have not
been wanting to attribute to it
abundance of good qualities. Expe-
rience does not difcover any other
virtue in betony, than that of a mild
corroborant ;3 as fuch, an infufion
or light decottion of it, may be
drunk as tea, or a faturated tine-
ture in reftified {pirit given in fuit-
able dofes, in laxity and debility of
the vifcera, and diforders proceed-
ing from them. The powder of the
leaves, fnuffed up the nofe, pro-
vokes fneezing ; and hence betony
is fometimes made an ingredient in
fternutatory powders: this effet
does not feem to be owing, as is
generally fuppoled, to any peculiar
itimulating quality in the herb, but
to the rough hairs with which the
leaves are covered. The roots of
this plant differ greatly in quajity
from the other parts : their tafte is
bitter and very naufeous : taken in
a fmall dofe, they vomit and purge
violently, and are fuppofed to have
fomewhat in comman with the
roots af hellebore. It 1s pretty fin-
gular, if true, that betony affects
thofe who gather any confiderable
quantity of it, with a diforder re-
fembling drunkennefs ; as affirmed
by simon Paulli and Bartholinus,

BETONICA AQUATICA,
vide SCROPHULARIA AQUATICA
MAJOR.

BETONICA PAULI, vide V-
RONICA MAS.
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BETULZXZE cortex et lackryma =
Betule C. B. Betule alba Lin. The
birch tree ; the bark and fap [E-]

This tree grows wild in moift
woods: its bark confifts of a thick
brittle fubftance of a brownith red
colour ; and of feveral very thin,
{mooth, white, tranfparent mem-
branes, Thefe membranes are
highly inflammable, and appear to
abound with refinous matter, though
fcarcely of any particular fmell or
talle : the thick brittle part is lefs.
refinous, and in tafte roughifh : of
the medical virtues of either, little
or nothing is known with cer-
tainty.

Upon deeply wounding or ber-
ing the trunk of the tree in the
beginning of {pring, a fweetifh
juice iflues forth, fometimes, as is
faid, in fo large quantity, as to
equal in weight the whole tree and
root : one branch will bleed a gal.
lon or more in a day. This juice
is chiefly recoommended in fcorbu-
tic diforders, and other foulnefles
of the blood ; its moit fenfible ef-
fect is to promote the wrinary dif-
charge. -

BEZOAR /lapis. Bezoar ftone,

The Bezoar flone is a calculous
concretion found in the ftomach of
of certain animals which are faid
to be of the goat kind. It is com-
poled of concentrical coats fur- "
rounding one another; with a little
cavity in the middle, containing a
bit of wood, ftraw, hair, or the i
{fubftances.

The fhops diftinguith two forts
of bezoar, one brought from Perfia
and the Eaft-Indies, the other from
the Spanith Weit-Indies. The for-
mer or .hhetter fort called oriental
bezoar, 1s of a fhining dark green
or olive colour, and an even {fmooth
furface ; on removing the outward
coat, that which lies underneath it

appears

[
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appears likewife {mooth and fhin-
ing. The occidental has a rough
furface, and lefs of a green colour
than the foregoing : It is likewife
much heavier, more brittle, and of
a loofer texture; the coats are
thicker, and on breaking exhibita
number of ftriz curioully interwo-
ven. The oriental is generally lefs
than a walnut ; the occidental for
the molt part la;_ger. and fometimes
as big as a goofe egg. The for-
mer 15 univerfally more efteemed,
and is the only fort now retained by
the London College: the Edin-
burgh, in a former edition of their
pharmacoperia direéted both ; but
they now feem to allow them to be
ufed promifcuoufly, retaining in
their catalogue only the name de-
zoar lapis.

Kempfer (in whofe dmenitates
exoticee, a full account of the bezoar
animal may be feen) informs us,
that this ftone is in high efteem
among the Perfizns, and even of a
greater value than in Europe. This,
with fundry other circumftances
needlefs to relate here, has given

_occafion to many to fufpe, that
the true bezoar is never brought to
us. Some authors relate with great
confidence, that all the ftones com-
monly fold under this name are ar-
tificial compofitions. That fome of
them are fo, is evident ; hence the

- great differences in the accounts
which different perfons have given
of ctheir qualities; the ftones ex-
amined by Slare as oriental bezoar
did not diffolve in acids ; thofe of
which Grew and Boyle made trial,
did : thofe employed by Geoffroy
(in fome experiments related in the
French memoirs 1710) did not feem
to be afted on by rectified fpirit ;
whillt fome of thofe examined by
Neumann at Berlin almoft totally
diffolved. The common mark of

. goodnels of this ftone, is its friking

-
= LR
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a deep green colour on white pa
that has been rubbed with chalk.
Bezoar was not known to the
ancient Greeks, and is firt taken
Notice of by the Arabians, who ex-
tol it in a great variety of difor-
ders, particularly againft poifons.
Later writers alfo beltow extraor-
dinary commendations con it as a
fudorific and alexipharmac ; virtues
to which it certainly has no pre.
tence. It is a morbid concretion,
much of the fame nature with the
buman calculus, of no fmell or
taite, not digeflible in the ftomach
of the animal in which it is found,
and fcarce capable of being ated
on by any of the juices of the hu-
man body. It cannot be confidered
in any other light than as an ab-
forbent 3 and is much the weakelt
of all the common fubfRances of that
clafs. It has been given to half a
dram, and fometimes a whole dram,
without any fenfible effect ; though
the general dofe (on account of its
great price) is only a few grains.

BISMALVA, vide ALTHEA.

BISMUTHUM. ' Bifmuth.

Bifmuth is a ponderous brittle
metal, refembling in appearance
the antimonial regulus and zinc,
but greatly differing from them in
quality. It diffolves with wvehe-
mence in the nitrous acid, which
only corrodes che regulus of anti-
mony ; and 1s fcarce at all {foluble
in the marine 'acid which afts
firongly on zinc. A calx and
flowers of this femimetal have been
recommended as fimilar in virtue
to certain antimonial preparations ;
but are at prefent anu other ufe

than as a pigment or cofmetic. Sce
Part II1. chap. ix.

BISTORTZE radix: Bifforte
majoris radice minus interta C. B.
Polygon:
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cryftals, expofed to the fire, melt
into a kind of glafs, which is ne-
verthelefs diffoluble in water.

This falt diffolved and chryftal-
lized, forms {mall cran{parent
maffes : the refiners have a method
of fhooting it into Jarger cryitals ;
but thefe differ in feveral refpects
from the genuine falt, infomuch
that Cramer calls them not a puri-
fred, but adulterated borax. The
n;i‘fin of this {ali is as yet unknown,
and its compofition is known only
in part. 'I‘Eus much experiments
have clearly fhewn, that it coniifts
of a fixt alkaline falt, the fame
with the bafis r:&' fea falt, in fome
degree nculrff.llzf.'d by a fmaller

roportion of another faline fub-

ance, which has no where, that [
know of, been yet difcovered but
in borax itfelf. .

Nor have the medical virtues of
borax been fufficiently afcertained
by experience, It is fuppofed to
‘be, in dofes of half a dram or two
fcruples, diuretic, emmenagogue,
and a promoter of delivery; the
only officinal compofition it is em-
ployed in is the pu/vis ad partum
of the Edinburgh pharmacopweia.
Mr. Biffet, in an eflay on the me-
dical conftitution of Great Britain,
recommends a folution of this falt
in water as the moft powerful dif-
folvent yet kuown of aphthous
crufts in the mouth and fauces of
children. There are ftrong reafons
to believe, that the virtues of bo-
rax are much greater than they are
in general {uppofed to be,

BOTRYOS folia : Chemnpodii
ambrofioidis folio finuate Tourn. A-
eritlicis odore fen fwaveslentis Meorif,
Chenspedii Botryes Lin, jerufalem
oak ; the leaves [£.]

This plant is cultivated in gar-
dens. It has a frong, not difagree-
able finell ;. and a warm fomewhat
pungent tafte, It is recommended
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as a carminative peftoral. Infu-
fions of it may be drunk as tea.

BRASSICA SATIVA : Braffica
capitata alba C. B. ¢t Braffica ca-
pitata rulbra C. B. st Braffica rubra
C. B. et Brajffica alba capite oblonge
now penitus clawfo C. B. Braffica ﬁi— _
aada Ger, ¢t Park. et Braffica cau-
liffora C. B. White and red cab-
bages, coleworts, Savoy cabbages,
and caulifiower [E.]

Thefe are cultivated in gardens
rather for culinary than medicinal
ufe. They are all {uppofed to be
hard of digeftion, to afford little
nourifhment, and to produce flatu-
lencies ; though probably en no
very good foundation, They tend
ftrongly to putrefaction, and rum
into this ftate fooner than almoft
any other vegetable ; when putre-
fied, their {mell is likewife the moit
offenfive, fl‘ﬁt‘]}!’ refembling that
of putrefied animal fubftances. A
decoftion of them is {aid to loofen
the belly. Of all thefe plants,
caulifiower is reckoned the eafieft
of digeflion. 'The white is the
molt fetid ; and the red moft emol-
lientor laxative : a decottion of the
latter is recommended for foftenin
acrimonious humours in fome dii-
uru;i::.rs of the breat, andin hoarfe-
nefs. ‘

BRASSIC/E MARINZE feu fol-
darelle folia s Convoluuli maritimi
JSoldanelle dicti Raii. Sea coleworts,
Scotch feurvygrafs, or {foldanella ;
the leaves [E.

This is a trailing plant, growing
on the fea beach in many parts of
the north of England. The root,
leaves, and flalks, yield a milky
juice.

Soldanella is a frong cathartic,
Operating very churlithly, and
hence defervedly rejefted from
pradlice, Thofe who recommend
s ufc differ confiderably with re-

gard
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gard to the dofe 3 fome direft half
a dram, others three drams, and
others a whole handful.

BRITANNICA, vide Lara-
THUM.

BRUNELLA, vide PruxeLra.
| BRUSCUS, vide Ruscus.

"BRYONI/ZE ALB.E radix:
Bryonia afpera five albe baccis ru-
bris C. B. White bryony, or wild
vine; the roots [E.]

This is a rough plant, gruwinﬁ
on dry banks under hedges, an
¢climbing upon the bufhes. The
roots are large, fometimes as thick
as aman’s thigh ; their {mell, when
frefh, is ftrong and difagreeable ;
the tafte naufeoufly bitter, acrid,
and biting : the juice is fo fharp,
as in a lirtle time to excoriate the
fkin: in drying, they lofe great

rt of their acrimony, and almoit
the whole of their fcent.

" Bryony root is a ffrong irritating
cathartic ; and as {fuch has fome-
times been fuccefsfully exhibited
in maniacal cafes, in fome kinds of
dropfies, and in feveral chronical
diforders, where a quick folution
- of vifcid juices, and a fudden fti-
mulus on the folids, were required.
- An extract prepared by water, alts
- more mildly, and with greater
fafety than the root in fubfiance ;
iven from half a dram to a2 dram,
it is faid to prove a gentle purga-
tive, and likewife to operate pow-
erfully by urine.
- Bryony root, applied externally,
is faid to be a powerful difcutient :
it enters a cataplafm for that inten-
tion in the Edinburgh pharmaco-
peia.

BUFO. The toad.

This animal has been generally
locked upon as poifonous, partis

9
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cularly its faliva, and a certain
acrid liquor, {uppofed to be the
urine, which it throws out, when
irritated, to a confiderable diftance.
It was firlt introduced into medi-
cine upon occafion of a cure per-
formed on ajhydropic perfon, ta
whom powdered toads were given
in order to difpatch him, but who
voided a large quantity of urine
after taking them, and foon reco-
vered from his diforder : fince this
time, the toad dried by a gentle
heat and pulverized, has been
greatly efteemed as a diuretic. This
preparation is faid likewife, applied
externally to the navel, to reitrain
hzmorrhages, paru'cularl‘i{ thofe
from the uterus. The Edinburgh
college, in preceding editions of
their pharmacopewia, retained the
toad in their catalogue of fimples,
and gave likewife the procels of
drying it, but have now wholly re-
jected this loathfome animal,

BUGLOSSI radix, folia, flores :
Bugle/fi anguflifelii majoris C. B.
Anchufe officinalis Lin. Garden Bu-
glofs ; the roots, leaves, and flow-
ers {'E]_

This is 2 rough, hairy plant, re-
fembling borage, but lefs prickly :
a wild fort is commonly met wich
in hedges and among corn, which
differs from the garden fort only in
being fmaller. Buglofs has a flimy
{weetith talte, accompanied with a
kind of coolnefs : the roots are the
moit glutinous, and the flowers the
leaft fo. Thefe qualities point out
its ufe in hot bilivus or inflamma-
tory diftempers, and a thin acrimo-
nious ftate of the fluids. The How-
ers are one of the four called cor-
dial flowers: the only quality they
have that can entitle them to this
appellation, is, that they mode-
rately cool and fofien, without of-
fending the palate or itomach ;
and, thus, in warm climates, or in

hot
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mithridate and theriaca of the Lon-
don pharmacopeeia, and in the aro-
matic and fomachic tin&ures and
compound arum powder, of the
Edinburgh. The freth root, can-
died- after the manner dire@ed in
our difpenfatory for candying eryn-
%o root, 1s faid to be emp]u}re! at

onftantinople as a prefervative
againft epidemic difeafes. The
leaves of this plant have a fweet
fra t {mell, more agreeable,
though weaker, than that of the
roots,

CALENDULZXE flores : Calen-
dule fative Raii: Calendule flore
Sfimplici F, B. Calendule officinalis
Lin. Garden marigold ; the flowers

E.
L "I:!his herb is common in gardens,
where it is found in flower greateft
ﬁart of the fummer. Marigold

owers are {fuppofed to be aperient
and attenuating ; as alfo cardiae,
alexipharmac, and fudorific. They
are principally celebrated in uterine
obftruétions, the jaundice, and for
throwing out the fmall-pox. Their
fenfible qualities give little foun-
dation for thefe virtues: they have
fcarcely any tafte, and no confider-
able fmell. The leaves of the
plant difcover a vifcid fweetithnefs,
accompanied with a more durable
faponaceous pungency and warmth.
Thefe feem capable of anfwering
fome ufeful purpofes, as a flimu-
lating, aperient, antifcorbutic me-
dicine,

CALX VIVA[L. E.] Quick-
lime., Quicklime is ufually pre-

pared among us, by calcining cer- .

tain ftones of the chalky kind. All
chalks and marbles, and, in gene-
ral, all the mineral earths chat dif-
folve in acids, burn into quicklime ;
with this difference, that the more
compact the flone, generally the
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ftronger is the lime. In maritime
countries, in defeét of the p

ftones, fea fHells are made ufe of,
which afford a calx agreeing in moft

“refpeéts with the ftone limes.

All 'thefe limes are, when frefh
burnt, highly acrimonious and cor-
rofive. In this ftate they are em-
ployed in fome external applications
as a depilatory ; for rendering ful.
phur foluble in water [L.]; and for
increafing the power of fixt alka-
line falts either for the purpofes of
a canftic [L. E.] or to enable them
more readily to diffolve oils for
maki:;g foap [L.] If the lime be
expofed for a length of time to the
air, it falls by degrees into a pow-
der, and lofes much of its acri-
mony.

Water, poured direftly wu
quicklime, Pt:l-:es upa mnﬁdﬂm
portion of it. The folution has a
ftrong rtafte, fomewhat fyptic,
drying the mouth, and accompa-.
nied with a kind of fweetifhnefs,
T'his liquor does not effervefce ei-
ther with acids or alkalies, but is
rendered by the latter turbid and
milky : it prevents the coagulation
of milk, and hence i1s {fometimes
made ufe of along with milk diets :
agimted with exprefled oils,itunites
with them into a thick compound,
recommended by Dr, Slare againft
burns and inflammations. Both the
fimple folution of the lime, and the
folution impregnated with other
materials, are gireited as officinal,
under the titles of fimple and com-
pound lime waters [L. E.

Lime water, drunk to the quan-
tity of a quarter of a pint, three or
four times a day, and continued for
a length of time, has been found
ferviceable in ferophulous cafes, and
other obftinate chronic diforders.
It generally promotes urine, and
not unfrequently the cuticular dif-
charge : for the moft part it binds

the
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but the {fegments much thicker and
thorter : their {mell refembles that
of {mallage ; the tafte is warm, bit-
terifh, not agreeable, They are
faid to be ftomachic, aperient, and
diuretic.

CROCUS : Crocus fativus C. B,

Saffron ; the chives or flefhy capil-
laments growing at the Endynf the
piftil of the flower, carefully pick-
ed and prefled together into cakes
L, E.
{ Thr.}re are three forts of faffron
met with in the fhops, two of
which are brought from abroad,
she other is the produce of our own
country ; this laft is greatly {fupe-
rior to the other two, from which
it may be diftinguifhed by its blades
being broader. When in perfeftion,
it is of a fiery orange red colour,
and yields a deep yellow tinture :
it fhould be chofen frefh, not above
a year old, in clofe cakes, neither
dry, nor yet very moift, tough and
firm in tearing, of the fame colour
within as without, and of a firong,
acrid, diffufive fmell. _
Saffron is a very elegant and ufe-
ful aromatic: befides the virtues
which it has in common with all
the bodies of that clafs, it remark-
ably exhilarates, raifes the {pirits,
and is defervedly accounted one of
the higheft cordials ; taken in large
daofes, 1t is faid to occafion immo=
derate mirth, involuntary laughter,
and the ill effefts which follow
from the abufe of {pirituous liquors.
‘This medicine is particularly fer-
viceable in hyfteric depreflions pro-
ceeding from a cold caufe or ob-
ftrution of the uterine fecretions,
where other aromatics, even thofe
of the more generous kind, have
little cffet. Saffron imparts the
whole of its virtue and colour to
reftified {pirit, proof fpirit, wine,
vinegar, and water: a tinture
drawn with vinegar, lofes greatly
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of its colour in keeping : the wa-
tery and vinous tinétures are apt to
grow four, and then lofe their co-
lour alfo : that made in pure fpiris
keeps in perfetion for many years.
Its officinal preparations are, a {pi-
rituous tinfture [E,] a vinous tinc-
ture, and f{yrup [L.] Itis an in-
gredient in the cordial confeétion
[L.] the fuderific tinéture, the pedo-
ral and paregoric elixirs, the pow-
der for promoting deliwery [E.] and
feveral of the aloetic compofitions,

CUBEB.E [L. E.] Cubebs.

Cubebs are a fruit brought from
the Eaft Indies. This fruit has a
great relemblance to pepper. The
principal difference dPi&inguiﬂmhle
by the eye, is, that each cubeb
is furnifhed with a long flender
ftalk (whence they are called by
fome piper candatum). In aromatic
warmth and pungency, cubebs are
far inferior to pepper. They are
an ingredient in mithridate and
theriaca, [L.] and in the compound
fpirit of lavender [E].

CUCUMERIS HORTENSIS
Jemen.  Garden cucumbers ; the
feeds [E£.] '

‘'Thefe are in the number of the
four greater cold feeds ; they are
lefs apt to grow rancid in keeping
than the others of that clafs.

CUCUMERIS AGRESTIS
Sruétus ;: Cucumeris fylvefiris afinini
di&i C. B. Memordica Elarerii Lin.
Wild cucumber ; the fruit [L. E.

This plant, found wild in foreign
countries, is, with us, cultivated in
gardens. [ts principal botanic dif«
ference fromm the former; is the
{mallnefs of its fruit, which is no
bigger than a Spanith olive : whea
ripe, it burfts on a light touch, and
fheds its feeds with violence, and
hence was pamed by the Greeks
elaterium, 'This name was 2pplied

likewife
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likewife to the infpiffated juice of
the fruit, the only preparation of
the plant made ufe of in medicine.
Elaterium is a ftrong cathartic, and
very often operates alfo upwards.
Two or three grains are accounted
in moft cafes a fufficient dofe. Si-
mon Paulli relates fome inftances
of the effetts of this purga-
tive in dropfies ; but cautions prac-
titioners not to have recourfe to it
till after milder medicines have
proved ineffectual ; to which cau-
tion we heartily fubfcribe. Medi-
cines, indeed, in general, which
at with violence in a fmall dofe,
require the utmoft fkill to manage
them with any tolerable degree of
fafety : ‘to which may be added,
that the various manners of making
thefe kinds of preparations, as
praitifed by different hands, muit
needs vary their power.

CUCURBITE jfemen : Cucur-
bite oblonge, flore albo, folio molli
C. B. Cucurbitz lagenariz Lin.
The gourd ; its {eeds [E.]

Thefe are in the number of the
four greater cold feeds. They unite
with water by trituration into an
emulfion, and yield to the prefs a
foft infipid oil, and poflefs the ge-
neral virtues of untuous fubftances.

CUMINUM, vide Cyminum.

CUWPRESSI frustus. Cupreffi fem-
rwirentis Lin. The cyprefs treej
‘ats fruit.

This is a tall tree growing wild
in the warmer climates. The fruit
is a ftrong aftringent; and in fome
places frequently ufed as fuch:
among us it is very rarely em-
ployed, and not often met with in
the fhops.

CUPRUM [L. E.] Copper.
The preparations of copper are
violently emetic, and therefore very
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rarely exhibited internally. Some
have ventured upon a folution of a
grain or two of the metal in vege-
table acids, and obferve, that it
alts almoft as foon as received into
the iftomach, fo as to be of good
ufe for occafioning poifonous fub-
ftances that have %een {wallowed,
to be immediately thrown up again.
Boerhaave recommends a faturated
folution of this metal in volatile
alkaline fpirits, as a medicine of
great fervice .in diforders proceed-
ing from an acid, weak,” cold,
phlegmatic caufe : if three drops
of this tinfture be taken ever
morning with a glafs of mead, ani
the dofe doubled every day to
twenty-four drops, it proves, (he
fays) aperient, attenuating, warm-
ing, and diuretic : he affures us,
that by thefe means he cured a con-
firmed afcites, and that the urine
run out as from 3n open pipe: bat
at the fame time acknowledges,
that upon trying the fame medicine
on others, it failed. He likewife
recommends other preparations of
copper, as of wonderful efficacy in
certain kinds of ill habits, weak-
nefs of the ftomach, &c. but we
cannot think the internal ufe of
this metal commendable, or even
fafe. Phyficians in general {eem
to be agreed, that it has really a
virulent quality ; and too many ex-
amples are met with of fatal con-
fequences enfuing upon eating food
that had been dreft in copper vel-
fels not well cleaned from the ruft
which they bad contraéted by lying
in the air.

Great care ought to be taken
that acid liquors, or even water de-
figned for internal ufe, be not fuf-
fered to ftand long in veflels made
of copper ; otherwife they will dif-
folve fo mach of the metal as will

ive them difagreeable qualities,
%Ience in the diftillation of fimple

waters with copper flills, the lat
Kj TUnnIngs,
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Quinces have a very aunftere acid
talte : taken in {fmall quantity, they
are fuppofed to reftrain vomiting,
and alvine fluxes ; and more libe-
rally, to loofen the belly. 'The
feeds abound with a mucilaginous
fubftance, of no particular tafte,

~which they readily impart to watery
liquors : an ounce will render three
pints of water thick and ropy like
the white of an egg. A fyrup [L.]
of the frait, and
mucilage of the feeds [L.] are kept
in the fhops. '

CYMINTI femen : Cymini femine

Jongiore C. B. Cumini Cymini Lin.

. Faniculi orientalis cumini diéti Tourn.
Cummin ; the feeds [L. E.]

- This is an umbelhferovs plant,
in appearance refembling fennel,
but much fmaller; the feeds are
brought . chiefly from Sicily and
Malta. Cummin feeds have a bit-
terith warm tafte, accompanied with
an aromatic flavoar, not of the moit
agreeable ' kind. -~ They are ac-
counted od carminatives, but
not very often made ufe of. An el-
fential oil of them is kept in the
faops, and they give name to a plaf-
ter and cataplaim [L.]

CYNOBASTF fruffus: Rofe
Srlveftris wulgaris flore odorato incar-
nate (. B. Rofe canine Lin, The

. wild briar, dog rofe, or hip tree 3

its froic [L E.]

- This buth grows wild in hedges
throughout England. The flow-
ers have a plealant {mell ; but fo
weak, that Parkinfon and others
have named the plant ro/z fylowe/~
tris inodora : a water diftziled from
them f{mells agreeably. The fruit
or hips contain a fourifh fweetith
pulp; with a rough prickly mat-
ter inclofing the feeds, from which
the pulp ought to be carefully fe-
parated befare it is taken”inter-
nally. The Wirtemberg college
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obferves, that from a negle of this
caution, the pulp of hips fometimes
occafions a pruritus, and uneafinefs
about the anus ; and 1 have known
the conferve of it to excite vielent:
vomiting. The conferve is the

only oficinal preparation of this
froit.

CYPERI LONGI radix : C_y- :
peri odorati radice longa, five cyperi
officinarum C. B. Long cyperus ;
the root. ’

This isa plant of the gramini-
folious kind ; it is fometimes found
wild, in marfhy places in England ;-
the roots have 'been generally-
brought to us from Italy., This
root 1s long, ilender, cmnl:r:d, and
full of knots : ontwardly of a dark
brown, or blackifh colour, inwardly -
whitifh ; of an aromatic {fmell, and
an agreeable warm tafle : both the*
tafte and {mell are improved by
moderate exficcation. Cyperus is
accounted a good flomachic and:
carminative, but at prefent very
lictle regarded. |

DACTYLI: Frufius Palme ma-
Jeris C. B, Phanicis dallylifere Lin,
Dates [E.}: a half dried fruir,
about the fhape of an acorn, but:
generally larger, confifting of a
fweet pulpy'part and a hard {tone :
the beit are brought from Tunis.’
They were formerly ufed in pec-
toral decoctions, and fuppofed, be-
fides their emollientand incraffating
virtue, to have aflight aftringency.

DAUCI CRETICI femen:
Dauci foliis farnicali tenuiffimis C. B.
Athamante Cretenfis’ Lin. Candy
carrot, or carrot of Crete ; the {eeds
| L. E.]

This is an umbelliferous plant,
growing wild in the Levant, and
the warmer parts of Europe. 'The
{eeds, ' which are brought from
Crere, have a warm biung talle,

K 4 and
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and rather an aromatic {fmell. They
are carminative, and faid to be di-
uretic, but at prefenc little other-
wife ufed than asingredicnts in the
mithridate and theriaca,

DAUCI SYLVESTRIS Jemen ;
Pajiinace fylvefiris tenvjfolie Diof-
coridis, wel dauci officinarum C. B.
Dauci carote Lin. Wild carrot;
the feed [£.]

This 1s common in pafture
grounds and fallow fields through-
out England. The feeds poffefs the
virtues of thofe of the daucus Creti-
¢us, in an inferior degree: and
have often f{upplied their place in
the fhops; and been themfelves
fupplied by the {eeds of the garden
¢arrot ; thefe lalt are, in warmth
and flavour, the weakelt of the
three : the feeds of the Candy car-
rot are much the itrongell.

DENTIS LEONIS fve Tarax-
. aei, radiz ¢t folia : Dentis leonis la-
tiere folio, et anguftiore foiia C. B,
Leontodonis Taraxaci Lin. Dande-
lion ; the root and herb [£.]

-~ 'This plant is common in fields,
and uncultivated places ; it has fe-
veral narrow dentated leaves lying
on the grouad, with a flender na-
ked ftalk fuftaining a yellow flower,
The root, leaves, and ftalk, con-
tain a bitter milky juice : they pro-
mife to be of ufe as aperient and
detergent medicines ; and have
fometimes been direted in this in-
tention with good fuccefs. Boer-
haave efteems them capable, if du-
ly continued, of refolving almoit all
kinds of coagulations, and opening
very obftinate obftruttions of che

‘vifcera.
DIAPENSIA, vide SawicuLa.

DICTAMNUS ALBUS, vide
Fraxiv:iLLa.
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DICTAMNI CRETICI folia :

Origani Cretici latifolii  tomento
Tourn., Dittany of Crete [L. £.

This is a kind of origanum, faid
to grow plentifully in the ifland
of Candy, in Dalmatia, and in the
Morea : it has been found hardy
enough to bear the ordinary winters
of our own climate. The leaves,
which are the only part in ufe
with us, come from lItaly. The
beft fort are well covered over
with a thick white down, and now
and then intermixt with purplith
flowers. In {mell and taile, they
fomewhat refemble lemon thyme;
but have more of an aromatic fla-
vour, as well as a greater degree of
pungency ; when frefh, they yield
a confiderable quantity of an excel-
lent effential ail. They are ingre«
dients in the pulvis ¢ myrrba, [pecies
E Jeordio, mithridate, and theriaca
A

DIGITALIS fulia : Digitalis
purpurex folia afpera C. B. Fox=
glove ; the leaves.

This grows wild im woods, and
on uncultivated heaths: the elé.
gant appearance of its purple flow-
ers (which hang in {pikes along
one fide of the ftalk) has gained
it a place in fome of our gardens.
The leaves have been ftrongly re-
commended, externally againlt {cro-
phulous tumours ; and likewife in-
ternally, in epileptic diforders :
what fervice they may be capable
of doing in thefe cafes, we have no
experience. Several examples are
mentioned by medical writers of
their occafioning violent vomiting,
hypercatharfes, and difordering the
whole conftitution ; infomuch that
Boerhaave accounts them poifon-
ous. ‘Their tafte is bitter and very
naufeous.

®* DOLICEHOS. Fb, Edind. De.-
lichos
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Jickes pruriens Lin. Couhage, or
Cow-lwch. Cadjud, Bengalis.

This is an herbaceous plant, of
the papilionaceous tribe, fruwin
in the Faft and Welt Indies. It
bears pcds, denfely covered with
fharp hairs, which have the pro-
perty of penetrating the fkin, and
caufing a molt troublefome itching.
In the Weft Indies, the cow-itch
is given internally, as an efficacious
anthelmintic. The moft particular
account of the ufe of this remedy 1s
contained in Mr. Bancroft’s Hift.
of Guinea, and it is confirmed by
a letter in the Medical Comment.
vol. II.

‘The manner in which it 1s em-
ployed, is to mix the hairy matter
fcraped off from the pods, with fy-
rup or melafles, into a thin elec-
tary, of which a tea-fpoonful is

iven to a child two or three years
old, and double the quantity to an
adult. The dofe is exhibited in the
morning, fafting, for three fuccef-

~ five days, after which a dofe of rhu-

barb is given., Its effets are re-
prefented as remarkably powerful
and certain, without the leaft dan-
gerous confequence.

Mr. Kerr has

dical Comment. vol. 11.

DORONICI GERMANICI,
Jew Arnice, folia et radix : Doronici
plantaginis folio alterius C. B. Ar-
nicae wmontane Lin. German leo-

ardfbane ; the leavesand root [ E.]

This plant is a native of Ger-
many. It has been efleemed a {pe-
cific for refolving coagulated blood,
but operates {o violently, that it is
rarely ufed. The dofe is faid to
of the
Jeaves, and, in fome cales, of the
roolis.,

DRACONTIUM : Dracunculis
pobipbyllus C. B, drum pelyplbylluin

-
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Rivini, Arum Dyracanculus Lin.
Dragons, or the man y-leaved arum.

This is cultivated in gardens. It
has fcarce any other medical differ-
ence from the common grum, than
being in all its parts fomewhat more
pungent and acrimonious.

DRAEKENA, vide CoNTra-
YERVA. i

DULCAMARZE, fiu Amara-
dulcis, folani lignsfi, berba, radix :
Solani feandentis feu dulcamare C. B.
Bitterfweet, or woody nightthade ;
the herb and roots. [£.]

This plant grows wild in moift
hedges, and climbs on the bufhes
with woody brictle ftalks. The
tafte of the twigs and roots, as the
name of the plant exprefles, is both
bitter and {weet ; the bitternefs be-
ing firft perceived, and the fweetnefs
afterwards. They are commended
as deobftruents for refolving coagu-
lated blood, &c. and are faid to oc-
cafion generally fome-confiderable
evacuation by fweat, urine, or ftool,
particularly the laft.

EBULI folia, cortex, radix : Sam-
buci bumilis five ebuli C. B. Dwarf
elder, or danewort ; the root, bark,
and leaves [E.]

This plant grows wild in fome
counties of England ; but about
London is rarely mes with, unlefs
in gardens: the eye diitinguifhes
little difference betwixt it and the
elder tree, except in the fize; the
elder being a pretty ]a.rgc tree, and
the dwarf elder only an herb three
or four feet high. The leaves,
roots, and bark of ebulus have a
nanfeous, fharp, bitter tafle, and a
kind of acrid ungrateful {mell :
they are all ftrong cathartics, and
as fuch are recommended in drop-
fies, and other cafes where medi-
cines of that kind are indicated.
The bark of the root is faid to be

firongeft ;






Part II.;.
ter, it was fold at Brunfwick for
Peruvian bark : that a tintture of
it in alkalized vinous f{pirits, or
dulcified alkaline ones, proved car-
minative and diaretic, and did con-
fiderable fervice in arthritic, fcor-
butic, and calculous cafes ; and that
if taken immediately after meals,
it affeéted the head a little. Eleu-
theria was foon after employed by
Apinus in an epidemic fever which
raged in fome parts of Norway in
1694 and 1695 : this difeale, which
“at firlt had the appearance of an
ordinary intermittent, at length
was accompanied with petechial
{pots. The common alexiphar-

macs and fudorifics were found in-

effetual : But the powder or ex-
tra&t of this bark, joined with
them, proved fuccefsful, even after
petechiz had come forth : dyfen-
teries fucceeding the fever were
removed by the fame medicine:
During the ufe of the eleutheria,
the patient generally {weated plen-
tifully, without lofs of ftrength; or
other inconvenience : the belly was
likewife kept open ; thofe who
did not fweat, had three or four
ftools a day : where the menftrual
of hezmorrhoidal fluxes were fup-
prefled, at the beginning of the
diforder, they generally, upon the
ufe of this medicine, re-appeared.
Among the Germans, the eleu-
theria is at prefent in very great
efteem, and frequently employed

againft common intermittents, 1n.

reference to the Peruvian bark,
as being lefs fubjeit to fome in-
conveniences which the latter, on
account of its greater aftringency,
is apt to occafion ; it is alfo given,
with good fuccefs, in flatulent co-
lics, internal hxzmerrhages, dyfen-
teries, the diarrhez of acute fe-
vers, and other fimilar diforders.
The gentlemen of the French aca-
demy found this bark of excellent
fervice jn an epjdemic dyfengery
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in the year 1719 ; in which ipeca-
cuanha proved ineffedtual. M.
Boulduc obferved, that this latter
left a lownefs and weaknefs of fto-
mach, which continued for a lon
time, whilft eleutheria foon raife
the ftrength, and promoted a
tite. Among us the ufe of this
bark is not yet fo general as it
feems to deferve: infufions of it
are fometimes directed for promot-
ing expettoration.

ENDIVIE radiz, folia : Intybi
Sative latifoli= C. B. Cickorii en-
divie Lin, Endive ; the roots and
leaves [ £.

Endive is raifed in gardens for
culinary ufe. Itisa gentle cooler
and aperient, nearly of the fame
?ual'tt]r with the cichorium. The

ceds are ranked among the four
lefler cold feeds.

ENULZE CAMPANGZE feu He-
lenii radix : Afferis emnium maxi-
mi Tourn. Elecampane ; the root

L.E.]
: This is a very large downy
plant, fometimes found wild in
moift rich foils, The root, efpe-
cially when dry, has an agreeable
aromatic fmell : its tafte, on firlt
chewing, is glutinons, and as it
were fomewhat rancid ; in a lit-
tle time it difcovers an aromatic
bitternefs, which by degrees be-
comes confiderably acrid and pun-
gent. Elecampane root poffefles
the general virtues of alexiphar-
macs : it 1s principally recommend-
ed for promoting expettoration in
humoural afthmas and coughs, in
which intention it enters the pec-
toral oxymel of the Edinburgh
pharmacopceia : liberally taken, it
15 faid to excite urine, and loofen
the belly. In fome parts of Ger-
many, large quantities of this root
are candied, and ufed as a ftoma-
chic, for ftrengthening the tone gf‘
; 3 the
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the vifcera in general, and for at-
tenuating tenaciQus juices. Spiri-
teous liquors extraét its virtues in
greater perfeCtion than watery ones :
the former fcarce elevate any thing
in diftillation : with the latter an
eflential oil arifes, which concretes
into white flakes : this poffefles at
firlt the flavour of the elecampane,
but is very apt to lofe it in keep-
ing. An extraft made with water
(a preparation pow kept in the
thops) poffefles the bitternefs and
pungency of the reet, butin alefs
degree than one made with fpirit. .

EQUISETUM, vide Cavpa
EQUINA. 1

ERIGERI, fea Semecionis folia :
Semecionis minoris wulgaris C, B.
Groundfel ; the leaves [£.] .

‘This is a common weed, which,
notwithftanding its being annual,
is met with at all times of the year.
The juice, or an infufion of it in
ale, is generally faid to be a mild
and fafe emetic; but unlefs taken
in very large quantity, it has no ef-
feét this way. The frefh herb, beaten
‘into a very coarfe pulp, and applied
externally, cold, to the pit of the
ftomach, is faid to have occafioned
ftrong vomiting : but, as Haller
juftly fufpeéts, there was probably
fome fallacy in the obfervation.

ERUCLE femen : Erves latifelie
albw, fative Diofeoridis C. B. Braf-
fice Eruce Lin. Rocker; the feeds

.

: 'llhis was formerly much culti-
vated in gardens for medicinal ufe,
and for falads: but is at prefent
lefs common. In appearance, it
refembles muftard, but 15 eafily dif-
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lebrated as aphrodifiacs, and may, "
probably, have in fome cafes a title
to this virtue, in common with

other acrid plants,

ERVUM, vide Oropvus.

ERYNGII radix : Eryngii marie
timi C. B. Eryngo, or {ea holly; .
the root [L. £.]

This plant grows plentifully on
fome of our fandy and gravelly
fhores ; the roots are flender, and
very long; of a pleafant fveetifly
tafte, which, on chewing them for
fome time, is followed by a light
degree of aromatic warmth and a-
crimony. 'They are confidered as
aperient and diuretic, and have
alfo been celebrated as aphrodi-
fiac ; their virtues however are too
weak to admit them under the head
of medicines. The candied root is
ordered to be kept in the fhops.

ERYSIMI folia : Eryfimi wulgas
ris C. B, Eryfimi officinalis Lin.
Hedge muftard ; the leaves [£.]

This is a low hairy plant, com-
mon in wafte places, and by way-
fides. The leaves are faid to
mote expeltoration, excite urine,
and the other fluid fecretions, atte-
nuate and diffolve vifcid juices, &c.
This they are fuppofed to perform
by an acrimonious flimulating qua-
lity ; bat the talte difcoversin them
only an herbaceous foftnefs void of
acrimony : the feeds jndeed are
confiderably pungent, and the roots
in fome {mall degree.

ESULA MAJOR et MINOR,
vide TrtaYmaLUs.

EUPATORII CANNABINI

tinguithable by the {moothnefls of folia : Eupatorii cannabini C. B.

its leaves, and its difagreeable
fmell. The feeds have 2 pungent
tafte, of the muftard kind, but
weaker : they have long been ce-

Hemp agrimony, water agrimony,
or water hemp ; the leaves.
This plant is found wild by the

fides of rivers and ditches. It has
an
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an acrid fmell, and a very bitter
tafte, with a confiderable fhare of
pungency. The leaves are greatly
recommended for frengthening the

" tone of the vifcera, and as an ape-

rient; and faid to have excellent
effets in the dropfy, jaundice, ca-
chexies, and f{corbutic diforders.
Boerhaave informs us, that this is
the common medicine of the turf-
diggers in Holland, aFa-.inﬂ: fcur-
vies. foul ulcers, and {wellings in
the feet, to which they are {ubjeét,

~ The root of this plant is faid te
‘operate as a ftrong cathartic.

EUPATORIUM MESUES,

 yide AGERATUM.

EUPATORIUM GRAECO-
ﬁUM, vide AGRIMONIA.

EUPHORBIUM [£.] Ex Eu-

 phorbia officinarem Lin. a gummy

refin exuding from a large orien-
It is brought to us im-
mediately from Barbary, in drops
of an_ irregular form; fome of

~ which, upon being brokem, are

foond to centain little thotns, {fmall
twigs, flowers; and other vegetable
matters ; others are hollow, with-
out any thing in theit cavity: the
tears in general are of a pale yellow
coloar externally, fomewhat white
withinfide : they eafily break be-
twixt the fingers. Lightly applied
to the tongue, they affect it with a
very fharp biting talte; and, upon
being held for fome time in the
mouth, prove vehemently acrimo-

. nious, inflaming, and exulcerating
~ the fauces, &c. Euphorbium is ex-

tremely troublelome to pulverize ;
the finer part of the powder, which
flies off, affetting the head in a vio-
ient manner. ‘The acrimony is {o
grcat as to render it abfolutely un-

t for any internal ufe: feveral
correftors have been contrived to
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abate its virulence ; but the beft of
them are not to be trufled to; and
as there feems to be no real occar
fion for it, unlels for fome external
purpoles, we think, with Hoffman
and others, that it ought to be ex-
punged from the catalogue of in-
ternal medicines.

FARFARA, vide Tussiraco.

FERRUM et CHALYBS [L.E.]
Iron and fteel [L. E.]

Steel is accounted lefs proper
for medicinal ufe than the fofter
iron, as being aéted upon with more
difficulty by the animal juices and
the common menftrua: iron dif-
folves readily in- all acids, and
rufts freely in the air, efpecially
if occafionally moiftened with wa-
ter ; {teel requires a longer time for
its folution, and does not ruft fo
eafily. i

The general virtues of thefe me-
tals, and the feveral preparations
of them, are, to conftringe the
fibres, to quicken the circulation,
to' promote the deficient fecretions
in the remoter parts, and at the
{fame time reprefs inordinate dif-
charges into the inteftinal tube.
After the ufe of them, if they take
effect; the pulfe is very {fenfibly
raifed ; the celour of the face,
:haugh before pale, changes to a
florid red ; the alvine, urinary,
and cuticular excretions, are in-
crealed. Nidorous eruétations, and
the faxces voided of a black colour,
are marks of their taking due effeét.

An aperient virtue is ufually at-
tributed to fome of the preparations
of iron, and an aftringent to others;
but in reality, they all produce the
effets both of aperients and aftrin~
gents, and feem to differ only in
degree. Thofe diftinguithed by the
name of aflringent {fometimes oc=
cafien a very copious difcharge of

urine,
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The root is far lefs warm, but
has more of a {weetith tafte, than
the feeds; it is one of the five
roots called openers ; and has fome-
times' been dire@ted in aperient
apozems. DBoerhaave fays, that
this root agrees in tafte, fmell, and
medidal qualities, with the cele-
brated genfeng of the Chinefe;
from which, however, it appears
to be very confiderably different.

The leaves of fennel are weaker
than either the roots or feeds, and
have very rarely been employed for
any medicinal ufe. A fimple water
is direfled to be prepared from
them in the Edinburgh pharmaco-
Px=ia.

FENI GRmcg‘ﬁfoé; Fani

reeci fativi C, B. Tripone @i

gnﬂié.{n, Fénugrﬂ:]f 5 theffutd's
[L. E.]

This plant is cultivated chiefly
in the {outhern parts of France,
Germany, and in Italy ; whence
the feeds are brought to us. They
are of a yellow colour, a rhom-
boidal figure ; a difagreable firong
fmell, and a mucilaginous tafte.
Their principal ufe isin cataplafms,
fomentations, and the like, and in
emolliedt glyfters. They enter the
oleurs ¢ mucilaginibus of the fhops ;
to which they communicate a con~
fiderable fhare of their {mell.

FOLIUM INDUM, vide Ma-
LABATHRUM,

FORMICA. Ants; their bo-
- dies and eggs.
Thele iE{geEts are at prefent of no
ufe with us in medicine, though
formerly much celebrated for a-
hrodifiac virtues, and ftill em-
loyed in the ague magranimitatis,
and other like compofitions of fo-
reign difpenfatories. . Itis remark-
able, that thefe animals contain a

5
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truly acid juice, which they fhed.
in {mall drops upon being irritated:
by infufing a quantity of live and
vigorous ants in water, an acid li-
quer is obrained nearly as ftrong as

ood vinegar., Neumann obferves,
that on diltilling them either with
water or pure fplrit, a clear limpid
oil arifes, which has fcarce any
tafte, or at leaft is not hot or pun-
gent like the effential oils of vege-
tables,

FRAGARIZE folia, frultus ¢
Fragarie ferentis fragrarubra J. B.
‘The ftrawberry buth ; its leaves and
fruit [E£.]

The leaves are fomewhat ftyptic,
and bitterith ; and, hence, may be
of fome fervice in debility and
laxity of the vifcera ; and immo-
derate fecretions, or a I'upl:ir:f-
fion of the natural evacuations,
depending thereon : they are re-
commended in hzmorrhages and
fluxes ; and likewife as aperients,
in fuppreffions of urine, obftruc-
tions of the vifcera, in the jaun-
dice, &c. The fruit is in general
very grateful both to the palate and
ftomach : like other fruits of the
duolco-acid kind, they abate beat,
quench thirft, loofen the belly, and
promote urine ; bat do not zfford
much nourifiment. Geoffroy ob-
ferves, that the urine of thofe whe
eat liberally of this fruit, becomes
impregnated with its fragrant fmell.

FRANGULA, vide ALnus x1-

GRA.

éFRﬂXINELLE, feu Difamni
albi, radix : Diflamni aulge fiwe
{maa.rd

dittany ; the root [£.] NS
This plant grows wild in the
mountanous parts of France, Italy,
and Germany ; whence the corti-
cal part of the root, dried and
,Nlltd.
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- rolled up into quills, is fometimes
brought to us. This is of a white
“colour ; a weak, not very agreeable
{mell ; and a durable bitter, lightly
pungent tafle. Itis recommended
as an alexipharmac; but not re-
garded by common praétice, ner
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bitter tafte; without any remark-
able fmell. The medical effeéts
of this herb are, to frengthen the
tone of the bowels, gently loofen
the belly, and promote the urinary
and other natural fecretions, It is
principally recommended in me-
lancholic, fcorbutic, and cutaneous

often kept in the thops.
diforders ; for opening obftruétions
of the vifcera, attenuating and pro-
moting the evacuation of vifcid
juices. Frederick Hoffman had a
very great opinion of it as a pus-
rifier of the blood ; and aflures us,
that in this intention fcarce any
plant exceeds it. Both watery.and
fpiritucus menftrua extract its vir=
tues,

GALANGZE MINORIS radix

FRAXINI cortex et femen :
Fraxini excelfioris C. B. Fraxini
| wulgatioris F. B. The afh tree;

* s bark and feeds [E.]

- The bark of this tree is mode-
i rately altringent, and as fuch has
- fometimes been made ufe of : the
| feeds, which are fomewhat acrid,
. have been employed as aperients.
. There are fo many other medicines
. more agreeable, and more effica-

cious for thele intentions, that all
~ the parts of the ath tree have long
been neglected.

FULIGO [lignorum combuflorum.
Wood foot [L. £.]
- This concrete is of a fhinin
black colour, a difagreeable fmell,
‘and an acrid, bitter, naufeous taite.
Its chief ufe is in hyfteric cafes,
in which it is fometimes given in
conjunction with the fetid gums :
it gives name to a tinQure of this
kind in the fhops. Its virtues are
extracted both by watery and fpiri-
tuous liquors, each of which, if
the foot be of a good kind, diflolve
about one-fixth. Sootris faid to
differ greatly in quality, according
to the wood from which it was pro-
duced : the more refinous the wood,
the more the foot abounds with oily
~matter.

L

FUMARILZE folia : Fumariz of-
Sicinarum et Diafeoridis C. B. Fu-
mitory ; the leaves [E.]

This is a common weed in fha-
dy cultivated grounds, producing
fpikes of purplith flowers, in May
and June, It is very juicy, of a

ol 1

(£.) Kempferie Galange Lin. Ga-
langal 5 a root brought from China.

"T'his root comes to us in pieces
fcarce an inch long, and not half
fo thick, full of joints, with feve=
ral circular rings on the outfide ;
of an aromatic fmell, and a bit-
terith, hot, biting taite. Galan-
gal is a warm ftomachic bitter : it
has been frequently prefcribed in
bitter infufions, but the flavour it
gives is not agreeable. The Lon-
don college has rejefted it from the
officinal fimples.

GALBANUM [L. £.]

This is the concrete juice of an
African plant of the ferulaceous
kind. The juice as brought to us,
is femipellucid, foft, tenacious ; of
a ftrong, and to fome unpleafant
fmell ; and a bitterifh warm tafte :
the better fort is in pale coloured
mafles, which, on being opened,
appear compofed of clear white
tears. Geoffroy relates, that a
dark greenifh oil is to be obtained
from this fimple by diftillation,
which, uapon repeated redtifica-
tions, becomes of an elegant fky
blue colour, The purer forts of

L galbanum
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galbanum are faid by fome to dif-
folve entirely in wine, vinegar, or
water 3 but thefe liquors are only
artial menftrua with rt%a.rd to this
rug ; nor do f{pirit of wine, or
oils, prove more effettual in this
refpet: the beft diffolvent is a
mixture of two parts of fpirit of
wine, and one of water. Galba-
nom agrees in virtue with gum
ammoniacum ; but s generally
confidered lefs efficacious in alth-
mas, and more fo in hyfterical com-
plaints. It is an ingredient in the
um pills, fpecies e feordio, mithri-
te, theriaca, confelio Paulina,
matuorating cataplafm [L) and an-
tihyfteric plafter [E.]

GALL.E [L. E.i! Galls.

~ Thefe are excrefcences, found,
in the warmer countries, upon the
oak tree : they are produced by a
kind of infect (which wounds the
youtng buds or branches) and after-
wards they ferve as a lodgement
for its egps : the animal within the
gall eats its way through ; thofe
which have no heole are found to
have the infeét remaining in them.
The beft galls come from Aleppo:
thefe are not quite round and
fmooth, like the ether forts, and
have feveral tubercles on the fur-
face. Galls have a very auitere
ftyptic tafte, without any fmell :
they are very f{trong aflringents,
and as fuch have been fometimes
ufed both internally and externally,
but are not much taken notice of
by the prefent pradtice.

GALLII folia : Gallii lutei C. B,
Gallii weri Lin. Ladies bedftraw,
or cheefle-rennet ; the herb [E.]

This herb has a fubacid tafle,
with a very faint, not difagree-
able {mell. The juice changes blue
vegetable infufions of a colour,
and coagulates milk, and thus dif-
covers marks of acidity. It ftands
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recommended as a mild ftyptic; but
has never been much in ufe,

GAMBOGIA [L. E] Gam-
boge; a folid concrete juice,
brought from the Eaft-Indies, in
Jarge cakes or rolls. The beit
fort is of a deep yellow or crange
colour, and breaks fhining and free
from drofs. It has no {mell, and
very little tafte, unlefs kept in the
mouth for fome time; when it
imprefles a {light fenfe of acrimo-
ny. Itimmediately communicates
to {pirit of wine a bright golden
colour, and almoft entirely diffolves .
in it; Geoffroy fays, except the
fixth part: alkaline falts enable
water to a&t upon this fubftance
powerfully as a menftruum : the
folution made by their means is
fomewhat tranfparent, of a deep
blood-red colour, and paffes the
filtre: the dulcified fpirit of fal
ammoniac readily and entirely dif-
folves it, and takes up a confider-
able quantity ; and, what is re-
markable, this folution mixes ei-
ther with water or {pirit, without
growing turbid. .

Gamboge evacuates powerfully
both upwards and downwards.
Hoffman and fome others con-
demn it as afting with too grest
violence, and occafioning danger-
cus hypercatharfes ; whillt others
are of a contrary opinion. Geof-
froy feems particularly fond of
this medicine, and informs us,
that he has frequently given ir,
from two to four grains, without
its proving at all emetic; that
from four to eight grains, it both
vomits and purges, without vio-
lence ; that its operation is foon
over ; and that if given in a liguid
form, and fufficiently diluted, it
flands not in need of any corre&-
or; that in the form of a bolus or
pill, it is moft apt to prove emetic,
but very rarely has this effet if

joined -
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jnint.d with mercurius duleis. He

- meverthelefls cautions againft its ufe
where the patient cannot eafily
bear vomiting. It gives name to a
pill in the Edinhurgh pharmaco-
peia, but is not ufed in any com-
 podition of the Loadon,

- GENISTE folia, flores, femen :
 Cytifo genifie jeoparice wulgaris flore
 Jureo ?gh#r#- Spartii jeoparii Lin,
i'-_';l?rnum; the leaves, flowers, and

| feeds [£.]

L

. The leaves of this fhrub have a
. naufeous bitter tafle : decoltions of
. them loofen the belly, promote
rine, and ftand recommended in
hydropic cafes.

- The flowers are faid to prove ca-
thartic in decotion, and emetic in
 fubltance, though in fome places,
- as Lobel informs us, they are com-

i-‘l'mml;.r ufed, and in large quan-

tity, in falads, withont producing

any effet of this kind. The qua-
E‘;]i;iﬂ of the feeds are little better
| determined : fome report, that
they purge almoft as ftrongly as
 hellebore, in the dofe of a dram
and balf; whilit Lobel relates,
' that he has given a’decoftion of

two ounces of them as a gentle
emetic,
| GENTIANZE radix : Gentiane

'q'hajari.r luteez C. B. Gentian ; the
‘xoot [L. E.]
. This plant is found wild in
ﬁe parts of England : but the
ried roots are moft commonly
brought from Germany, &c. they
fhould be chofen frefh, and of a
yellow or bright gold colour with-
in. This root is a firong bitter,
and as fuch, very frequently made
ufe of in pradtice: in tafte it is
lefs exceptionable than molt of
jgc other fubftances of this clafs;
nfufions of it, flavoured with
orange peel, are fufficiently grate-

fal. "I is the capital ingredient
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in the bitter wine, tinéture, and
infufion of the fhops. An extrad
made from it is likewife an officinal
preparation.

A poifonous root was fome years
ago difcovered among fome of the
gentian brought to Londen ; the
ufe of which occafioned violent
diforders, and in fome inftances
death, This is eafily diftinguifh-
able by its bging internally of a
white colour, and void of bitter-
nefs. This poifonous fimple feems
to be the root of the rhora wal-
denfis of Ray, the anconitum primum
pardalianches of Gefner; a plant
with whicli, Lobel informs us, the
inhabitants of fome parts of the
Alps ufed formerly to empoifon
darts.

* GEQFFREZE cortex: Ge-
effraw  Famaicenfis inermis Dtis
Wright, Geoffraee Pharm. Edine.
Cabbage Bark, or Worm-Bark
tree.

This is 2 tree grewing abundant-
ly in the low favannahs of Jamaica,

~of a confiderable height, but no

great thicknefs. It has a ftraight
imooth trunk, and fends off its
branches near the top, Its leaves
are of a dark green, its Aowers
are rofe-coloured and of the pa-
pilionaceous kind, fet in purple
flower-cups. Thefe are fucceeded
by a green hard fruit, of the fize
of a plom, having a fkin the
thicknefs of a crown piece, and 2
nut within.

The bark of this tree is exter-
nally of a grey colour, black and
furrowed on the infide. Its tafte
is mucilaginous and fweetith ; its
fmell difagreeable., It has long
been celebrated as an anthelmin-
tic in the Weft-Indies, and has
lately been introduced into Euro-
pean praltice.

This bark is vfed in deco®ion,
fyrop, powder and extra®. For

L2 making
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pieces of the wood among them :
its taite is more acrid and pungent
than that of the wood or bark.
. Their general virtpes are thofe
of a warm Rimulating medicine :
they ftrengthen the flomach and
other vifcera ; and remarkably pro-
mote the urinary and cuticular dif-
charge : hence in cutaneous defeda-
tions, and other diforders proceed-
ing from obftruétions of the excre-
tory glands, and where floggifh
ferous humours abound, they are
eminently ufeful ; rheumatic and
other pains have often been relieved
by them. The refin is the moft
altive of thefe drugs; and the ef-
ficacy of the others depends upon
the quantity of this part contained
in them : the refin is extratted from
the wood in part by watery liquors,
but much more perfetly by fpiritu-
ous ones 3 the watery extraét of this
wood, kept in the fhops, proves not
only lefs in quantity, but confider-
ably weaker than one made with
fpirit. This latter extraét is of the
fame quality with the native refin,
and differs from that brought to us
only in being purer. The gum or
extrafts, arée given from a few
grains to a fcruple or half a dram :
which latter dofe proves for the moft
part confiderably purgative. The
officinal preparations of guaiacum
are an extraét of the wood [L.]
a folution of the gum in reétified
{pirit of wine [L.)] and a folution
in volatile fpirit [Z. E.] as alfo an
empyreumatic oil diftilled from the
wood. "The wood is an ingredient
in the compound lime water [L. E.]
and in the compound tinétures of
jalap and fena [E.] of which it in-
creafes the purgative virtue ; the
gum, in the aromatic pills [L.]
ecphratic pills [L. E.] mercurial
and ethicpic pills, Edinburgh the-
riaca [ £. } and the compound oil of
bal{am of Copaiba [Z.]
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GUMMI AMMONIACUM;,
vide AMMONIACUM. ,

. |
GUMMI ARABICUM [L. E.]|
Ex Mimofa nilotica Lin., Gum Ara- .
bic ; a concrete gum, exuding from
the Egyptian acacia tree. This is.
brought to us from Turkey, in fmall
irregular maffes or firings, of a pale |
vellowith colour. The troe gum
Arabic is rarely to be met with in
the fhops; gum fenega or {enica
which comes from the coaft of’
Guinea, being ufually fold for it:
this greatly refembles the other,
and perhaps, as Dale conjettures,
exudes from a tree of the fame
kind: it is generally in large pieces,
rough on the outfide ; and in thefe
circamftances poffibly confifts the
only difference betwixt the two ;
although the former is held to be
the purer and finer gum, and there-
fore preferred for .medicine ; and
the latter the ilronger, more fub-
ftantial and cheaper, and confe-
quently more employed for mecha-
nic ufes. The virtues of this gum
are the fame with thofe of gummy
and mucilaginous fubftances in ge-
neral : it is given, from a fcrupletg
two drams, in hoarfeneffes, a thin.
acrimonious ftate of the juices, anz
where the natural mucus of the in=
teftines is abraded. It isan ingre-
dient in the white decoftion, challk
julep, the compound powders of
bole, fcordium, amber, gum 1;1".1ga-,-l
canth, the common emulfion, mi-
thridate, theriaca, and fome of the
troches. '

GUMMI CERASORUM,
Cherry-tree gum, .

There is not any medical differ-
ence betwixt this and the preced-
ing. Some have fuppofed that all
the gum brought to us from the
Ealt, under the name of Arabic, is
no other than the gum of cherry,

plum,
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plum, and other trees common
among curfelves. This opinion is
neverthelefs erroneous ; for thefe
trees, as Geoffroy obferves, 8o not
grow in the countries whence gum

~ Arabicisbrought; whilft the acacia

are very common there,
GUMMI ELEMI, vide Erem1.

GUMMI TRAGACANTH.E
[L. E.] Ex Afragolo Tragacantha
Lin. The gum of the tragacanth,
a thorny buth growing in Crete,
Afia, and Greece. This gum is
of a much ftronger body than either
of the foregoing, and does not fo
perfeétly diffolve in water. A dram
will give a pint of water the confil-
tence of a fyrup, which a whole

- -ounce of gum Arabic is fcarce fuf-

~ ficient to do.

Hence its ule for
forming troches, and the like pur-
pofes, in preference to the other
gums. [t gives name to an officinal

- powder, and is an ingredient in

the compound powders of cerufs
and amber.

GUTTA GAMBA, vide Gan-

BOGIA. '

HZEMATITES /lapis [L. E.]

~ Hematites, or blooditone.

This is an elegant iron ore, ex-

g tremely hard, of a dark reddifh or

~ experienced from ruft,

yellowifh colour : it is found either
along with the other ores of iron,
or in diftin& mines by itlelf. With
regard to its medical virtues, we
conceive they do notvary from thofe
and the
tommeon croci of iron, notwith-
ftanding the extraordinary opinion
which many have entertained of

it ; as of its curing ulcers of the

*langs, which Geoffroy fays hama-
tites dries and heals.

HALICACABUM, vide ArkE-
: ;I':\E Cle
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HEDERE ARBOREZXE fulia,
Bacea, ot gummi jeurefina : Hedera
communis majoris Raii, Hederae Helis
cis Lin. lvy ; the leaves, berries,
and refin called gum hederz [£.]

Thisisa climbing fhrubby plant,
growing commonly from the trunks
of trees, or on old walls. The leaves
have very rarely been given inter-
nally, notwithftanding they are re.
commended (in the Epbem. natur.
¢srigf. vol. ii. obl. 120.) againft the
atrophy of children : their tafte is
naufeous, acrid, and bitter. Ex-
ternally they have {ometimes been
employed for drying and healing
ichorous fores, and likewife for
kEEpin‘g iffues open. The berries
were f{uppofed by the ancients to .
have a purgative and emetic qua-
lity : later writers have recommend-
ed them in {mall dofes, as diapho-
retics and alexipharmacs ; and Mr.
Boyle tells us, that in the London
plague the powder of them was
given with vinegar, with good fuc-
cefs, as fudorific, It is probable
the virtue of the compofition was
rather owing to the vinegar than to
the powder. The refin was ranked
by the ancients, (if their ‘¢ 8 xize3
was the fame with our gummi be-
dere ) among the depilatories ; from
this clafs, to which it certainly had
no title, it has fince been removed
to thatof conglutinaters of wounds,
to which it has no very juft one,

HEDERAE TERRESTRIS fo-
lia : Hederx terrefiris vulgaris C. B,
Glecome hederacew Lin, Ground-
ivy ; the leaves [E£.] :

Ground-ivy is a low plant, fre.
quent in hedges and fhady places.
Ic has an aromatic, though not very
agreeable fmell ; and a quick, bit-
terith, warm tafte. This herb is
an ufeful corroborant, aperient,
and detergent; and hence ftands
recommended againft laxity, debi-
lity, and obitruftions of the vifcera :

L ¢ fome
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- certainty known, particular regard
pught to be had to this circum-
ftance ; only the deepeit black be-
ing cholfen, and all the paler roots
rejected,

The taite of hellebore is acrid
and bitter, Its acrimony, as Dr,
Grew obferves, is firlt felt on the
tip of the tongue, and then fpreads
~ immediately to the middle, with-
out being much perceived on the
- intermediate part: on chewing it
for a few minutes, the tongue feems
benumbed, and affe&ted with a kind
~ of paralytic ftapor, as when burnt
' by eating any thing too hot: the
~ fibres are more acrimonious than
the head of the root from which
they ifflue. Black hellebore root,

~ taken from fifteen grains to halfa

dram, proves a firong cathartic;
and as fuch has been celebrated for

- - the cure of maniacal, and other

diforders, proceeding from what the
ancients called atra bilis: in which
cafes, medicines of this kind are
doubtle(s occafionally of ufe, though
they are by no means poflefled of
any {pecific power. It does not
however appear, that our black
hellebore aéts with fo much violence
' as that of the ancients: whence

- many have fuppofed it to be a dif-
~ ferent plant: and indeed the de-
fcriptions which the ancients have
left us of their hellebore, do not

agree with any of the forts ufually

taken notice of by modern botanifts.
Another fpecies has been difcovered
" in the eaftern countries, which
Tournefort diftinguifhes by the
name of belleborus niger oriemtalis,
ampliffimo folio, caule praaito, flore
 purpurafcente, and fuppofes to be
the true ancient hellebore, from its
- growing in plenty about mount
Olympus, and in the ifland Anti-
cyra, celebrated of old for the pro-
duaction of this antimaniacal drug:
- he relates, that a foruple of this

-
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fort, given for a.dofe, occafioned
convulfions, :

Our hellebore is at prefent looked
upon principally as an alterative,
and in this light is frequently em-
ployed, in {mall dofes, for atte-
nuating vifcid humours, promoting
the uterine and urinary difcharges,
and opening inveterate obitruétions
of the remoter glands: it often
proves a very powerful emmena-
gogue in plethoric habits, where
fteel is ineffettual or improper. An
extra@t made from this root with
water, is one of the mildeft, and
for the purpofes of a cathartic, the
moft effeftual preparation of it;
this operates fufficiently, without
occafioning the irritation with which
the pure refin is accompanied. A
tincture drawn with proof {pirit,
contains the whole virtue of the
hellebore, and feems to be one of
the beit preparations of it when de-
figned for an alterative : this tine-
ture, and the extraét, are kept in
the fhops. The college of Edin-
burgh makes this root an ingredient
in the purging cephalic tinfture,
and compound tincture of jalap ;
and its extract in the purging de-
obltruent pills, gamboge pills, the
laxative mercurial pills, and Rudius
pills, or the compound cathartic
extract, '

HELXINE, vide PariETARIA.
HEPATICA NOBILIS folias

Ranunculi tridentati werni, flore fim~
plici caruleo Tourn. Marchantiz
polymorphe Lin. Noble liver-wort ;
the leaves [ £,

This herb has a place in our
gardens on account of the beauty
and early appearance of its flowers,
It is a cooling, gently reftringent
herb; and hence recommended in
a lax ftate of the fibres as a cor-

roborant,
HEPA-.
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HEPATICA TERRESTRIS,

wide LicHEN.

HERBA PARIS folia & fruBus:
Solani quadrifolii. bacciferi C. B.
Herb Paris, true-love, or one berry;
the leaves and fruit,

Thisis a low plant, growing wild
in fhady woods. It is faid, but not
sruly, to be alexipharmac: Gefner
relates, that its juice has killed
poultry : and its fmell and tafte
manifeflly agree with thofe of the
narcotic herbs.

HERMODACTYLUS. - Her-
modaétil ; a raot brought from Tur-
key. It is of the fhape of a heart
flatted, of a2 white colour, compaét,

eafy to cut or powder; of a
vifcous fweetith tafte, with a light
degree of acrimony.

Hermoda&ils were of great re-
pute among the ancients as a ca-
thartic; but thofe we now meet
with in the fhops have very little
purgative virtue, Neumann de-
clares he never found them to have
any effect at all.

HERNIARLE folia : Polygoni
#rinoris {wm:‘ llegrana majoris glabre
C. B. Rupture-wort ; the leaves.

This is a low herb, growing
wild in fandy and gravelly grounds.
It is a very mild reftringent, and
may, in fome degree, be fervice-
able in diforders proceeding from a
weak flaccid ftate of the vifcera :
to the virtue for which it has been

celebrated, it has little title ;
that of curing hernias.

* HIPPOCASTANUM. Pb.
Edinb. AEfenlus Hippocaffanum Lin.
Horfe-chefnut. The fruit of this
tree, which is a trilocular caplule,
containing two feedsin each cell, has
been given as food to ifheep; and

(*) Stirp. Helvet, L. 442+
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and fteeped in water, o as to ex-
tradt its Etrernefs, is faid to fatten
pouvltry. It falls fpontaneoufly into
a faponaceous gluten, which has
been ufed inl’h:a% of foap for wafh«
ing linen. No writer mentions its
medical application ; but the Edin-
burgh college have admitted it on
the recommendation of Dr. Gardi-
ner, who fays, that three or four
grains of the powder {nuifed up the
noftrils in the evening, operates
next morning as an excellent fter-
nutatory, and thereby proves very
beneficial in obflinate inflamma-
tions of the eyes,

The bark of the horfe-chefnut
has been propofed in Italy, accord-
ing to Haller, as a fubftitute to the
Peruvian bark in the cure of inter-
mitrents; and the experiment has
proved fuccefzful (*).

HIPPOSELINI fex Swyrnii, fo-
lia, radix, femen : Hippofelini Theo-
phrafii, wel Smyrnii Deojeoridis, C.B.
Alexanders ; the leaves, root, and
feeds [£.]

This 1s an umbelliferous plant,
differing from the others of that
clafs, in bearing a large tamid
black feed : it grows by the fea
fide, upon rocks. In medical qua-
lities it agrees with apium (fmallage)
except that the bippofelinum is fome-
what ftronger.

HIRUNDINARIA, vide Vin-

CETOXICUM,

HORDEI femen: Hordei difticbi,
guod fpica binas ordines habear Plinio
C. B. Common barley [L. E.

HORDEUM GALLICUM fue
MUNDATUM. French barley,
or the common barley freed from
the fhell.

"HORDEUM PERLATUM die-
tum [L.] Pearl barley; prepared in

Germany
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Germany and Holland, by grinding
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quarti Plinii C. B, White henbane ;

the fhelled barley into litte round .the leaves [£.]

granuies, which appear of a kiud of
Peari}r whitenels,
Barley, in its feveral ftates, is

_more cooling, lefs glatinggs, and

lefs nutritious' than wheat or oats ;

_among the ancients, decotions of

it were the principal aliment, and
medicine, in acute difeafes. The
London college direéts a decoftion
of pearl barley, and both the Lon-
don and Edinburgh make common
barley an ingredient in the pettoral
decoétion.

HORMINI SATIVI, fey Scla-
ree, folia, femen: Hormini felaree
dii?i C. B. Salwvig fclaree Lin.
F;rdm clary ; the leaves and feeds

]
Thefe have a warm, bitterifh,
pungent tafte ; and a itrong, not
very agreeable fmell : the touch dif-
covers in the leaves a large quanti-
ty of glutinous or refinous matter.
They are principally recommended
in the fluor albus, and other female
weaknefles, in hyfteric diforders,
and in flatulent colics.

HYBERNICUS LAPIS : Tepn-

la wel ardefia Hybernica [E.) Irifh
flate. :
This 1s a blackith foflile ftone
brought from Ireland. It feems to
confilt of an argillaceous or bolar
earth, {lightly impregnated with
fulphur and iron ; and may be pre-
fumed to poffefs in a low degree the
virtues of the other ferrugineous
minerals.

HYDRARGYRUS, vide Ar-

CENTUM VIVUM.

HYDROLAPATHUM, vide

LAaPaTHU M.

HYOSCYAMI folia : Hyofeyami
albi majoris wel tertii Disfeoridis et

‘This is mec with only in botanic
gardens.

. HYOSCYAMI NIGRI JSolia =
Hyofeyami wulgaric el nigri C. B,

he common wild, or black hen-
bane: the leaves.

‘Thefe plants ftand recommended
for many external purpofes, and
by fome likewife internally againft
dyfenteries and hemorrhages : but
there are fo many examples of their
pernicious effefts, that common

ratice has very defervedly re-
Jetted them. They are ftrong and
virulent narcotics, greatly diforder
the fenfes, occafioning deliria and
madnefs, either deadly, or of long
duration, Haller tells us of one
who eat of all the poifons of the
phyfic garden, the napelli, apocy=
na, bello donna, without injury,
but was maftered by this; that af.
ter its common effects as a narcotic
had abated, a paralyfis of one of
the legs remained ; and that Boer-
haave had his fenfes difordered by
only making a plafter from this
plant. There are other examples
alfo, though from lefs unexcep-
tionable authorities, of henbane's
proving narcotic, though none of
it was received into the body,

HYPERICI folia, flares, femen:
Hyperiei wulgaris, C. B. St. John’s
wort ; the leaves, flowers [L, £.]
and feeds [E. ]

This plant grows wild in woods
and uncultivated places throughout
England. Its tafte is rough and
bitterifth ; the fmell difagreeable.
Hypericum has long been cele-
brated as a corroborant, diuretic,
and vulnerary; but more particu-
larly in hyfterical and maniacal dif-
orders : it has been reckoned of
fuch efficacy in the latter, as to have
thence received the name of fugz
damonum. Itis oblervable, that the

flowery
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~ charaer of an almoft infallible re-
‘medy in dyfenteries, and other in-
veterate fluxes; as alfo in difor-
ders proceeding from obftructions
~ of long/ ftanding: nor has it loft
much of its reputation by time, In
dyfenteries, it almoft always pro-
‘duces happy effefts, and often per-
~ forms a cure in a very fhort {pace of
time. In other fluxes of the belly,
~ in beginning dyfenteries, and fuch
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maining after the a@ion of water
be digelted with pure fpirit, it will
not yield half fo much refin as at
firt : fo that the aqueous extrait
differs from the crude root only in
degree, being proportionably lefs
refinous, and having lefs effect,
both as an emetic, and in the cure
of dyfenteries, The virtues of ipe-
cacuanha, in this diforder, depend
upon its promoting perfpiration,

~ asareof a malignant kind, or whe*re
~ the patient breathes a tainted air,

has not been found equally fuc-
 cefsful. In thefe cafes, it is necef-
* to continue the ufe of this me-
~ dicine for feveral days, and to join
 with it opiates, diaphoretics, and
- the like. 'This root, given in fub-
ftance, is as effectual, if not more
~ fo than any of the preparations of
. it: the pure refin a&s as a firong
. drritating emetic, but is of little
- fervice in dyfenteries; whilit an
- extraét prepared with water is al-
- moft of equal fervice in thefe cafes

the freedom of which is here of the
utmoflt importance, and an increafe
of which, even in an healthfu] per-
fon, is generally obferved to {up-
prefs the evacuation by ftool. [n
dyfenteries, the fkin is for the mof
part dry and tenfe, and perfpira-
tion obftructed : the common dia-
phoretics pafs off without effec
through the inteftinal canal: but
ipecacuanha, if the patient, after a
puke or two, be covered up warm,
brings on a plentiful fweat. After
the removal of the dyfentery, it is
neceflary to continue the ufe of the

'-"\;?ﬁith the root itfelf, though it has
 little effect as an emetic. &enﬂ'm}r
~ concludes hence, that the chief vir-
tue of ipecacuanha in dyfenteries
depends apon its gnmmy fubftance,
- which lining the inteftines with a
{foft mucilage, when their own mu-
cus has been abraded, occafions
their exulcerations to heal, and de-
fends them from the acrimony of
the juices: and that the refinous
part, in which the emetic quality
-refides, is required, where the mor-
bific matter is’lodged in the glands
‘of the ftomach and inteftines. But
if the virtaes of this root were en-
tirely owing to its mucilaginous, or
mmy part, pufe gums, or muci-
ages, might be employed to equal
advantage. Water, aflifted by a
boiling heat, takes up from all ve-
getables a, confiderable portion of 4
refinous along with the gummy
. matter, If the ipecacuanha re-

medicine for fome time longer, in
order to prevent a relapfe. For
this purpafe, a few grains, divided
into feveral dofes, {o as not to gc-
cafion any fenfible evacuation, may
be éxhibited every day; by which
means the cure-is effettually efta-
blithed. And indeed fmali dofes
given, even from the beginning,
have been often found to haye bet-
ter effets in the cure of this d;jfeafe
than larger ones, Geoftioy in-
forms us, from his own experience,
that he has obferved ten grains
of the powder to at as effetually
as a feruple or two; and there-
fore confines the dofa betwixt
fix and ten grains: it has latel
been found, that even fmaller dofes
prove fufliciently emectic. The
only officinal preparation of this
root is 2 tin€ture made in wine.
(L. E].

IRIDIS
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flavour in oily veficles, fpread

. thm".%h the fubftance of the pulp,

~ and diftinguithable even by the
e ; and the bitter in the feeds :
e frelh berries yield, on expref-
fion, a rich, fweet, honey-like,
aromatic juice 3 if previouily
pounded fo as to break the feeds,
the juice proves tart and bitter.
*  Thefe berries are ufeful carmi-
‘patives and ftomachics : for thefe
~ purpofes, a fpirituous water [L.]
and eflential o1l diftilled from them
[L. E.] are kept in the fhops:
~ they are ingredients alfo in the
~ compound horferadifh water, tinc-
- ture of jalap, tincture of fena [£.]
~ mithridate and theriaca [L.] The
~ liquor remaining after the diftil-
- lation of the oil, pafled thtough a
Mtrainer, and gen:gr exhaled to the
confiftence of a rob, proves like-
~ wife a medicine of great utility,
and in many cafes is perhaps pre-
ferable to the oil, or berry itfelf.
Hoffman is exprefsly of this opini-
~on, and ftrongly recommends it
- in debility of the ftomach and in-
eftines, and fays it is particularly
fervice to old people who are
{ubjeét to thefe diforders, or la-
ur under a difficulty’with regard
 to the urinary excretion : this rob
ia of a dark, brownith yellow co-
g-;luur, a balfamic fweet tafle, with

-

a little of the bitter, according as
the feeds in the berry have been
~more or lefs bruifed.

WRKALI filia > Kali sajoris cocble-
ato femine C. B. Salfole Sode Lin.
.*Eiaﬂ'wnrt; its leaves, and the al-
kaline fale called cineres clavellati,
or ﬁutaﬂl [£.] which ufed formerly
yﬁ prepared from this plantonly,
. but now from fundry forts of woods,
and other vegetable mateers in-
-{ﬁﬂ’crent]}r (fee the article Crwe-
Res Russici.) Several forts of
thefe falts, differing in degree of
‘Punity and firength, are to be met
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with in the fhops of the dryfalter :
they are rarely to be found under
this denomination in thofe of the
apothecary or druggift,

KERMES [L. E.] a round grain
about the bulk of a pea, found
(in Spain, Italy, and in the fouth-
ern parts of France) adherine to
the branches of the ilex -:rmfim
cocciglandifera C. B.

Thefe grains appear, when frefh,’
full of fmall, reddith ovula, or
animalcules, of which they are
the nidus. On expreflion, " they
yield a red juice, of a bitterifh,

- fomewhat rough and pungent tafte,

and a not unpleafant {mell : this is
brought to us from the fouth of
France. The grains themfelves
are cured by fprinkling with vine-
gar before exficcation: this pre-
vents the exclufion of the ova, and
kills fuch of the animals as are al-
ready hatched ; otherwife, they
change into a winged infe&, leav-

inﬁ{the grain an empty hufk,
ermes, confidered as a medi-
cine, is a grateful, very mild re-
ftringent, and corroborant. In this
light it was looked upon by the
Greeks. The Arabians added a cor-
dial virtue. European writers alfa
have in general recommended it
for exhilarating the {pirits, and
againft palpitations of the heart ;
but more particularly for promot-
ing birth, and preventing abor-
tion. I have knoWn, fays Geof-
froy, many women, who had never
reached the end of pregnancy,
made joyful mothers by the ufe of
pills compofed of termes, germin.
ovor. exficcat, and confedtio de bya=
cintho (a compolfition, containing.
fome vegetable aftringents and aro-
matics, together with gold and fil-
ver leaf, four precious ftones, and
other ingredients of lefs value) :
three of thefe pills muft be taken
for the firft dofe, and this repeated
M three
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author therefore attributes to the
drolapathum all the virtues afcribed
of old to the Britannica, particu-
larly recommending it in the fcur-
and all its fymptoms. Where
this diforder is of very long ftand-
ing, fo as not to yield to the ydro-
{apathum alone, he direéts a compo-
fition, by the ufe of which, he fays,
even the venereal lues will, in a
fhort time, be effectually cured.
Six ounces of the roots of the water
dock, with twe of faffron ; and of
ftntian root, li-

quorice root, and black pepper,
each three ounces (or, where the
pepper is improper, fix ounces of

- liquorice), are to be reduced into

coarfe powder, and put into a mix-
ture of two gallons of wine, with

~ halfa gallon of ftrong vinegar, and

the yolks of three eggs; and the
whole digefted, with a moderate
warmth, for three days, in a glazed
veflel, clofe ftopt: from three to
fix ounces of this liquor are to be

_ taken every morning on an empty

ftomach, for fourteen or twenty
days, or longes.

LAPATHUM UNCTUOSUM,

~ vide Bonus Henricus.

LAPIS BEZOAR, CALAMI-
NARIS, HAEMATITES, LA-
ZULI; vide Bezoar, CaLAMI-

. NARIS, &c.

' LAPPA MAJOR, vide Bar-
DANA MAJOR.

LAVENDULZE flores : Laven-

 dule anguflifolie C. B. Common,

or narrow - leaved lavender, or

fpike; the flowers [L.]

LAVENDUL.E flores : Lauven-
dule latifolie C. B. Lavendulz
Jpice Lin. Greater, or broad-leaved
lavender ; the flowers [£.]
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Thefe plants have a fragrant
fmell, and a warm, pungent, bit-
terith tafte : the broad-leaved fort
is the fironger in both refpeéts, and
yields in diftillation thrice as much
effential oil as the other ; its oil is
alfo hotter, and [pecifically heavier.
Hence in the fouthern parts of
France, where both kinds grow wild,
this only is made ufe of for the dif-
tillation of what is called oil of
fpike. The narrow-leaved is the
fort commonly met with in our gar-
dens, and therefore alone directed
by the London college.

Lavender is a warm ftimulating
aromatic. It is principally recom-
mended in vertigoes, palfies, tre-
mors, fuppreflion of the menftrual
evacuations ; and in general in all
diforders of the head, nerves, and
uterus, proceeding from a weak-
nefs of the folids, and lentor or
fluggithnefs of the juices. It is
fometimes alfo ufed externally in
fomentations for paralytic limbs.
The diftilled oil is particularly ce-
lebrated for deftroying the pedicult
inguinales, and other cutaneous in-
fe&s. If foft {pongy paper, dipt
in this oil, either alone, or mixe
with that of almonds, be applied at
night to the parts infefled by in-
fects, they will certainly, fays émf-
froy, be all found dead in the
morning, The officinal prepara-
tions of lavender, are, the effential
oil, a {pirit L. E.] and a conferve
[L.] the flowers in fubltance are an
ingredient in the fternutatory pow-
der [L.] and the oil in the cephalic
balfam and cephalic plafter [£.]

LAUREOLZ folia, bacee: Lau-
reole femper virentis flore wiridi, qui-
bufdam' laureole maris C. B. Daph-
nes laureole Lin. Spurge-laurel ;
the leaves and berries.

This is a fmall fhrub, growing
wild in fome of our woods. The

M 3 leaves,
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einous fveetith tafte. The leaves
Een ,ranked the firft of the four
' emollient herbs: they were for-
merly of fome elteem, in food,
for loofening the belly ; at prefent,
decoétions of them are fometimes
employed in dyfenteries, heat and
fharpnefs of urine, and in general
for obtunding acrimonious hu-
mours. ‘Their principal ufe is 1n
emollient glylters, cataplafms, and
fomentations. The leaves enter the
officinal decoion for glyfters, and
a conferve is prepared from the
- flowers [L.]

-
s

 MALA: Fruffus mali fative
Raii. Apples[£.]

~ All the forts of apples have the
‘common quality of cooling and a-
~ bating thirit: the more acid kinds
~loofen the belly; the auftere have
 rather a contrary effect.

MALA SYLVESTRIA: Fruc-

tus mali fylveftris acido frudu Tourn.
~ Crab apples, or wildings [E.]
" Thefe are fo acid as mot to be
_eatable: their juice, called verjuice,
has fometimes fupplied the place of
vinegar, and has been made an in-
if-*igrcdient in cooling and reftringent
o argarifms. At prefent, they are
{earce ever employed for any medi-
cinal ufe. :

MANNA (L. E.] Ex Fraxino
Orno Lin. The juice of certain
trees of the afh kind (growing in
Jtaly and Sicily) either paturally
concreted on the plants; or exfic-
cated and ]:n.n-il?.q-:dP by art. There
are feveral forts of manna in the
fhops. The larger pieces, called
flake manna, are ofually prefer-
red ; though the fmaller grainsare
_equally as good, {:mvided. they be
white, or of a pale yellow colour,
b light, of a fweet not unplea-
wt talte, and free from any vifible

5
L]
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impurities. Some le injudi-
cioully prefer the fl';iophuncy-likc
manna to the foregoing: this has
either been expofed to a moiit air,
or damaged by fea or other water.
This kind of manna is faid to be
fometimes counterfeited by a com-
pofition of fugar and honey, mixed
with a little fcammony : there is
alfo a faftitious manna, which is
white and dry, faid to be compofed
of fugar, manna, and fome purga-
tive ingredient, boiled to a proper
confiftence ; this may be diftin-
guifhed by its weight, folidity, un-
tranfparent whitenefs, and by its
tafte, which is different from that
of manna.

Manna is a mild, agreeable lax-
ative, and may be given with fafe-
ty to children and pregnant wo-
men : neverthelefs, in fome parti-
cular conftitutions, it aéts very un-
kindly, producing flatulencies and
diftenfion of the vifcera ; thefe in-
conveniencies may be prevented by
the addition of any grateful warm
aromatic. Manna operates fo weak-
ly, as not to produce the full effeét
of a cathartic, unlefs taken in large
dofes, and hence it is rarely given
in this intention by itfelf. - It may
be commeodioufly diffolved in the
purging mineral waters, or joined
to the cathartic falts, fena, rhu.
barb, or the like. Geoffroy re-
commends acuating it with a few

rains of emetic tartar; the mixture
1s to be divided into feveral dofes,
each containing one grain of the
emetic tartar: by this management,
he fays, bilious ferum will be plen-
tifully evacuated, without any nau-
fea, gripes, or other inconvenience.
It is remarkable, that the efficacy of
this drug is greatly promoted (if
the account of Vallifnieri deferve
credit) by a fubftance which is it-
felf very flow of operation, cafia,
(See Casta.) Manna is an ingre-
dient in the eleftary of cafia [Z. E.
an
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Pete Catarie Lin. Nep, or cat-
. mint ; the leaves (L. E.] '

This plant is commonly culti-
vated in our gardens, and 1s fome-
times alfo found growing wild in
hedges and on dry banks. It isa
m_nfcratcly aromatic plant, of a
firong fmell, refembling a mixture
.~ of mintand Penn}rmyal; of the vir-
tues of which it likewife partici-
pates.

NEPHRITICUM LIGNUM:
- Lignum peregrinum, aquan caruleam
, nﬁ:ﬁ: C. B. Guilandina Moringa
Lin. Nephritic wood.
~ This is an_American wood,
brought to us in large, compact,
ponderous pieces, without knots,
of a whitith or pale yellow colour
~ on the outfide, and dark coloured
or reddifh within : the bark is ufu-
ally rejected. This wood imparts
to water or rectified fpirit a deep
tinfture, appearing, when placed
betwixt the eye and the light, of a
|den colour, in other fituations

lwe. Pieces of another wood are

fometimes mixed with it, which
B ﬁi“ only a yellow colour to water.
he nephritic wood has fearce any
_ fmell, and very little tafte. It ftands
recommended in difficulty of urine,
n:ghrilir: complaints, and all dif-
orders of the kidneys and urinary
paffages ; and is faid to have this
:Eiv.:cuhar advantage, that it does not,
ike the warmer diuretics, heat or
offend the parts. Praditioners how-
ever have not found thefe virtues
warranted by experience,

NICOTIANE folia : Nicotianae
Jatifelie majoris C. B. Nicotiane
Tabaci Lin. Tobacco; the leaves
2. £]
~ This plant was firit brought into
- Eur;f:; about the year 1560, from
 the ifland Tobago in America; and
is now cultivated for medicinal
ufe, in our gardens. The leaves arc
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about two feet long, of a pale

reen colour whilft frefh, and when
carefully dried, of a lively yellowifh.
They have a ftrong, d}i'fagr:cahle
{fmell, like that of the narcotic
plants; and a very acrid burning
tafte, Taken internally, they prove
virulently cathartic and emetic, o®-
cafioning almolt intoicrable car-
dialgic anxieties. By boiling in -
water. their virolence is abated, and
at length deftroyed : an extract
made long coftion ‘is recom-
mended by Stahl and other Ger-
man phyficians, as a fafe and moft
effetual aperient, expeftorant, de-
tercent, &c. but this medicine,
which is extremely precarious and
uncertain 1in f{trength, has never
come into efteem among us. To-
bacco is fometimes ufed externally
in unguents, for deftroving cuta-
neous infefls, cleanfing old ulcers,
&c. Beaten into a math with vine-
gar or brandy, it has fometimes
proved {erviceable for removing
hard tumours of the hypochon-
dres ; an account is given in the
Edinburgh eflays of two cafes ef
this kind cured by it.

‘There is another fort of tobacco
found wild on durghills, in feveral
parts of England. T his is called by
C. Bauhine nicotiana minor, by Ge-
rard byofcyamus lutews. Nicotiana
ruftica Lin. It {eems to agree in
quality with the hyofcyamus for-
merly mentioned, though (as Dale
informs us) often fubftituted in our
markets for the true tobacco:
from which it may be diftinguiihed
by the leaves being much fmaller,
and the flowers not reddith as thofe
of the officinal fort, but of 2 yel-
lowifh green colour,

NIGELLZE femen : Nigelle flore
minore fimplici candido C. B. Fennel-
flower; the leeds.

This plant is fown annually in
fome of our gardens; the feeds

N 4 moit
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efficacious to any good purpofe ;
and if we may reafon from analogy,
probably abates its aftringency.
Nutmegs diftilled with water, af
ford a large quantity of eflential
oil, refembling in flavour the {pice
icfelf ; after the diftillation, an
infipid febaceous matter is found
fwimming on the water ; the de-
coftion, infpiffated, gives an ex-
traft of an unfuous, very lightly
bitterith tafte, and with lirtle or no
aftringency. Rectified fpirit ex-
trats the whole virtue of nutmegs
by infufion, and elevates very lit-
tle of it in diftillation : hence the
fpirituons extract poflefles the fia-
vour of the fpice in an eminent de-
gree.

Nutmegs yield to the prefs
{heated) a confiderable quantity
of limpid yellow oil, which in
cooling concretes into a febaceous
confiftence. In the thops we meet
with three forts of unétpous {ub-
ftances, called oil of mace, though
really exprefled from the nutmeg.
The beft is brought from the Eait-
Indies, in flone jars; this is of
a thick confiftence, of the colour
of mace, and an agreeable fra-
grant {mell ; the fecond fort,
which is paler coloured and much
inferior in quality, comes from
Holland in folid mafles, generaily
flat and of a fquare figure: the
third, which is the worlt of all,
and ufually called common oil of
mace, is an artificial compofition
of fevam, palm ecil, and the like,
flavoured with a little genuine oil
of the nutmeg. Thefe oils yield
all that part in which their aro.
matic flavour refides, in diftilla-
tion to water, and to pure fpirit
by infufion: the diftilled liquor
and fpirituous tinture nearly re-
femble 1n quality thofe prepared
immediately from the nutmeg.
"The officinal preparations of nut-
megs are, a {piritoous water, efs
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fential oil, and the nutmegs in
fubftance roafted [L.] The nat
meg itfelf is ufed in the mmpaumt
hnr%:radlih water, yund {pi=
rit of lavendar, cordial confec~
tion, cardialgic troches, and fyr
of buckthorn [L.]; its eflential
oil, in the velatile aromatic fpirit
[L.] and the exprefied oil in mis
thridate and theriaca, ftomachic
and cephalic plafters {L.] and ce<
phalic balfam [£.]

NUX PISTACHIA : Nuclus
e frufiu Uiflacie Raii. Piflachia
wera Lin.  Piftachio [ E.] .

This is a moderately large nut,
containing a kernel of a pale
greenith colour, covered with a
reddifh fkin. The tree which pro-
duces it, grows f{pontaneoufly in
Perfia, Arabia, and feveral iflands
of the Archipelago : it bears like-
wife the colds of our own climate,
fo as to have produced fruit not
inferior to that which we receive
from abroad. Piftachio nuts have
a pleafant, fweet, unétuous tafte,
refembling that of almonds. They
are ranked amongft the analeptics,
and are by fome much elleemed in
certain weaknefles, and in emaci-
ated habits.

NYMPHEZE ALBZE radir,

flores : Nympha albz majoris B. C.

White water lily; the root and
flowers [E.] :
‘This grows in rivers and
lakes, fiowering ufually in June.
The roots and flowers have a
rough, bitterith, glutinous tafte
(the flowers are the leaft rough) 3

.and when frefh, a difagreeable

fmell, which is in great meafure
loft by drying : they are recom-
mended in alvine fluxes, gleets,
and the like. The roots are fup-
pofed by fome to be in an eminent
degree narcotic, but on ne very
good foundation, Lindeftalpe in-
foyms |
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forms us, that in fome parts of fpoonful of the juice of the root,

Sweden, they were in times of which at the firft exhibition

fearcity ufed as food, and did not
prove unwhol{ome.

OCHRA. Yellow ochire: a
foft friable ore of iron, of a yel-
Jow colour, dug in feveral parts of
England. It poflefles the virtues

 of the calces of iron and hzma-
tites; but in fo low a degree,
that the fthops have defervedly re-
jefted it its principal ufe is as
a pigment.

* (ENANTHE : this is the bo-
* tanical name of a genus of plants
of the umbelliferous clafs, of
which there are three fpecies, na-
tives of Great Britain. One of
_ thefe only is known by its effefts
on the human body, the Oemanthe
Crocata Lin. Hemlock dropwort.
This is a large umbelliferous plant,
growing in ditches and other moift
laces ; with pinnated leaves, re-
'ﬁmhﬁng thofe of celery or cher-
vil, and ribbed ftalks. Its roots
~afford the eafiet mark of diftine-
tion, which are white, thick, and
fhort, and grow feveral rogether,
forming a kind of bunch.

The hemlock dropwort has long
been known as a moft dangerous
poifon; the moft virulent, perhaps,

- that this cduntry produces. Its
toots or leaves eaten by miftake,
have frequently proved fatal, oc-

- cafioning violent ficknefs and vo-

“miting, rigours, convulfions, de-

lirium, 2rd other terrible affec-

;,Dns of the nervous fyftem. Dr.
ulreney has publithed a cafe in

the Philof. Tranfa&. vol. LXII. in

- which this plant, ufed by miftake
initead of tEe water parfnep, prov-

~ ed remarkably efficaciauis in re-
moving an inveterate {corbutic

"hmplaint, which had refifted a

~ vwariety of other remedies, The
~ dofe firlt given was ‘a common

& .

ro-
duced very alarming effefts. This
was afterwards reduced to three
tua-rﬁnunfuls 7 which quantity was
perfited in a confiderable time,
and then changed for a tea of the
leaves. The medicine never proved
purgative, but was diurenic, It
always occafioned a degree of ver-
tigo ; accompanied, when the juice
itfelf was taken, with naufea and
ficknefs,

~ If this experiment be imitated,
it is obvious, the greateft degree of
cauation will be neceffary.

OLIVE earumque oleum : Fruc-
fus olewr fative C. B. The olive
tree s the fruit [£.] and its oil
[L. E.]

This tree grows in the fouthern
parts of France, in Spain, ltaly,
and other warm countries : with
us it is ufually preferved in the

reen-houfes of thecurious, though
it will bear our ordinary winters
in the open air, and produce very
Eoot’l frait. Olives have an acrid,
itter, extremely difagreeable talte :
pickled (as we receive them from
abroad) they prove lefs difagree-
able ; the Lucca olives, which
are {maller than the others, have
the weakeft tafte ; the Spanifh,
or larger, the ftrongeft ; the Pro-
vence, which are of a middling
fize, are generally the moft elteem-
ed.

The oil obtained from this fruit .
has no partcular tafte or {mell,
and does not greacly differ in
quality from oil of almonds. Au-
thors make mention of two {forts
of this oil; one, expreffed from
the olives when fully ripe, which
is our common oil oclive; the
other, before it has grown ripe ;
this is called aleum immaturum, and
omphacinum. Nothing is met with
in the thops under this name d;

an
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rope ; and the inferior kinds, faid
to be extraéted by lightly boiling
the leaves and branches in water,
are very rarely feen among us. The
true opobalfam, according to Al-
pinus, is at firft turbid and white,
of a very ftrong pungent fmell,
like that of T'urpentine, but much
{wecter, and of a bitter, acrid,
aftringent talte : upon being kept
for fome time, it becomes thin,
limpid, light, of a greenifh hue;
then of a gold yellow; and at
length of the colour of honey :
after this it grows thick like tur-
pentine, and lofes much of its fra-
rance. This balfam is of great
elteem in the caftern countries,
both as a medicine, and as an odo-
riferous unguent, and cofmetic.
Its great fcarcity has prevented its
coming into ufe among us. In the
mithridate and theriaca, in which
it is direted as an ingredient, the
London college allows the expref-
fed oil of nutmegs as a fucceda-
meum to it. .
- OPOPANAX(L.E.]Opopanax ;
‘a concrete gummy refinous juice,
obtained from the roots of an um-
belliferous plant, panax paflinace
ﬁﬁu C. B. which grows {ponta-
necufly in the warmer countries,
and bears the colds of this. The
juice is brought from Turkey and
the Eaft-Indies, fometimes in round
;&rops or tears, but more commonly
. in irregular lumps, of a reddifh yel-
. low colour on the outfide, with
fpecks of white, inwardly of a paler
colour, and frequently variegated
~ with large white pieces. It hasa
peculiar ftrong {mell, and a biteer,
acrid, fomewhat naufeous taite,
Its virtues are thofe of an atte-
nuwating and aperient medicine.
Boerhaave frequently employed it,
along with ammoniacum and dgal-
‘banum, in hypocondriacal diforders,
obftrutions of the abdominal vif-
‘gera, and fuppreflions of the menf-
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trual evacuations from the fluggifh-
nefs of mucous humonrs, and a
want of due elaiticity of the folids:
in thefe intentions it is an ufeful
ingredient in the pilule gummoje
and compound powder of myrrh
of the London pharmacopeeia, but
is not employed in any compofition
of the Edinburgh. It may be given
by itfelf in the dofe of a fcruple, or
half a dram : a whole dram proves,
in many conftitutions, gently pur-
gative,

ORCHIS, vide SaryrioN,

ORIGANI folia: Ovigani fyl-
weflris, cunile bubule Pimi C. B.
Origani wwlg, Lin. Wild marjoram j
the leaves [L. E.]

This is met with upon dry
chalky hills ; and in gravelly feils,
in feveral parts of England. It has
an agreeable fmell, and a pungent
tafte, warmer than that of the
garden marjoram, and much refem-
bling thyme, with which it feems
to agree in wvirtue, An eflential
oil diftilled from it, is kept in the
fhops.

There is another fort of origanum
called Creticum, whole flowers, or
rather flowery tops, are fometimes
brought to us from Candy. Thefe
have an agreeable aromatic flavour,
fomewhat ftronger than-the com-
mon forr.

ORYZ.ZE femen [E.} Rice; the
{eeds freed from the outward fkin ;
thefe are brought chiefly from Ga-
rolina, where the plant is cultivated
in large quantities. They are fuf-
ficiently nutritious, and afford an

-ufeful frod in diarrhez, dyfente-

ries, and other diforders from a
thin acrimonious ftate of the juices,

OSTEOCOLLA [Z.]
This is a foffil {ubftance, found
in many parts of Germany, as alfo
in
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a ftrong, not difagreeable fmell,
but very little tafte. By long keep-
ing, it lofes its high colour, and
becomes white, when it ought to
be rejected, as no longer fit for ufe.
‘The inhabitants of the Guinea
coaft are f{aid to make this oil part
of their food, and to employ it for
the {ame purpofes as we do butter,
‘With us, it is rarely given inwardly,
and ufed only in fome external ap-
plications, for pains and weaknefs of
the nerves, cramps, fprains, and the
like. The common people apply
it to the cure of chilblains, and
~ when early made ufe of, not with-
out fuccefs, It is an ingredient in
the emollient ointment and flomach
~ plafter of the Edinborgh pharma-
copeeia,

PAPAVERIS ALBI capita :
- Papaveris bortenfis femine allo C. B.
LPapaveris fomniferi Lin, The large
garden poppy, with white flowers

and feeds; or the white poppy ;
its heads [L.]

PAPAVER NIGRUM: Papa-
;ur iﬁlraru#ﬁ nigro femine C. B. The
maller garden poppy, with purple
Aowers gand hIaE':kP feeds ; DF.'I‘ fbe
black poppy. The college of Edin-
burgh feems to allow this fpecies to
be ufed promifcuoufly with the
foregoing ; having dropt the dif-
tinftion of white and black, and
retained in the catalogue only the
title of papaver bortenfe ; of which
they dirett the heads, feeds, and
leaves, for medicinal ufe.

The heads and ftalks of thefe
plants contain a milky juice ; which
may be colleéted in confiderable
quantity, by lightly wounding them
when almoft ripe. This juice, ex-
poled for a few days to the air,
thickens into a ftiff tenacious mafs,

~agreeing in quality with the opium
‘brought from abroad. (See Ori-
~um). The juices of both the pop-
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pies appear to be fimilar to one
apother ; the only difference is in
the quantity afforded, which is ge-
nerally in proportion to the fize of
the plants. The larger, or white
POpPpY, is the fort cultivated by the
preparers of opium in the eaftern
c;::unt:ri&s, and for medicinal ufesin
this.

Poppy heads, boiled in water,
impart to the menftruum their nar-
cotic juice, together with the other
Juices, which they have in common
with vegetable matters in general,
The liquor ftrongly prefled out,
fuffered to fettle, clarified with
whites of eggs, and evaporated to
a due confiftence, yields about one~
fifth, or one-fixth the weight of the
heads, of extraét. This poflefles the
virtues of opium ; but requires to
be given in double its dofe to an-
{werthe {fame intention, whichitis
faid to perform without occafionin
a naufea and giddinefs, the ufu
confequences of the other. (See
the Edinburgh effays abridg. vol. 1.
pag. 158 and 132.) A firong de-
cottion of the heads, mixed with
as much fugar as is {ufficient to re-
duce it into the confiftence of a
fyrup, becomes fit for keeping in
a liquid form ; and is the only of-
ficinal preparation of the poppy.
Both thefe preparations are very
ufeful, though liable to variation
in point of firength : nor does this
inconvenience feem avoidable by
any care in the prefcriber, or the
operator ; f{ince the poppy heads
them{elves (according to the degree
of maturity, and the foil and fea-
fon of which they are the produce)
contain different proportions of the
narcotic matter to the other juices
of the plant ; as has been obferved
in the Pharmacopceia reformata.

The feeds of the poppy are by
many reckoned foporific : Juncker

fays, they have the fame quality

with thofe of hyofcyamus, and
o Herman
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dicine balfam of Copaiba, the ulcer
perfectly healed. The attenuatinﬁ
quality, which he had difcovere
in this root, induced him to make
trial of it in other difeafes, pro-
ceeding from tenacious juices, and
in thel%.- likewife it fully anfwered
his expectations. In humoral afth-
‘mas, where the lungs are {tufted up,
and the patient almoft fuffocated by
thick phlegm, an infufion of pa-
reira, after many other medicines
had proved ineffettual, occafioned
a plentiful expeétoration, and foon
completed a cure. In the jaundice,
proceeding from thick bile, it did
excellent fervice : but in another
ilterical cafe, where the liver was

- fwelled and hard, this medicine did
no good; His dofe of the root in
fubftance is from twelve grains to
half a dram, in decoftion two or
three drams.

~ PARIETARIZE, fea Helxines
Solia : Parietarie officinarum C. B.
Pellitory of the wall ; the leaves
L. E.] - .

~ This is a {mall plant wing
‘upon old walls; of an herbaceous,
fubfaline tafte, without any {mell.
It is one of the five emollient herbs,
and in this intention is occafionally
made ufe of. It is an ingredient
in the nephritic decoftion of the
. Edinburgh pharmacopeeia, The ex-
fled juice has been given in the

e of three ounces as a diuretic.

¢ .
PARTHENIUM, vide Ma-
TRICARIA.

. PASTINACA HORTENSIS:

|
| ¥

affinaca latifolia fativa Raii.
arden parfneps.

’-PAS HE? A $E}LVE‘!STRIS:
afiimaca fylveftris latifelia Raii.
Wﬂd Parfn:ps.ﬁ g

~The roots of the garden parfnep
&re ufed as food, and prove fuffici-
€ntly nutricious, The feeds of both
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forts are lightly aromatic ; thofe of

“the wild are itrongelt,

PENTAPHYLLI radix : Duin-
quefolii majoris repentis C. B, Paten~
tille reptantis Lin. Cinquefoil ; the
root [L.] X

This grows plentifully in hedges,
and by road-fides. The root is mo-
derately altringent ; and as fuch is
fometimes given internally againft -
diarrhce and other fluxes ; and
employed in gargari{ms for firength-
ening the gums, &c. The cortical
part of the root may be taken, in
fubftance, to the quantity of a
dram : the internal part is confide-
rably weaker, and requires to be
given in double the dofe to produce
the fame effet. It is {eldom ufed
but as an ingredient in the theriaca,

PEPONUM femen : Peponis obe
longi C. B. 'The pumpion ; its
feeds [E.

Thefe feeds are very tarely met
with in the fhops : in quality they
are not different from thofe of cu.
cumbers, melons, and the others
called cold feeds.

PERICLYMENUM, vide Ca-
PRIFOLIUM.

PERSICARLE MITIS foka -
FPerficarie maculofe Raij. Poligoni
Perficarie Lin. Spotted arfmart :
the leaves.

This grows wild in moilt watery

laces : the leaves fomewhat ree
femble thofe of the perfica malus,
and have generally a blackifh
fpot in the middle : their tafte is
roughith and fubfaline. 'This herb
is recommended chiefly for exter-
nal purpofes. Tournefort aflures
us (in the Memoirs of the French
academy, 17y03) that it is one of
the beft vulneraries and antifeptics
he knows, and that a deéaétion of
it in wine ftops gangrenes in &
furprifing manner: he prefent

a praciice
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ufually gives an emeticat the begin-
ning of a paroxyfm. In fome cafes
a cathartic, and in plethoric habits
venzfeétion, are premifed. Thefe
render the bark not only more fafe,
but likewife more certain and
fpeedy in its operation. Where
thefe evacuations are neglefted, or
not fufficiently plentiful, the dif-
eafe, if of long ﬁanding, fcarce
ields to the cortex ; or if it appear
at length fubdued, yet the patient
does not recover his ftrength, and
foon fuffers a relapfe. ’T%e ufe of
the bark is begun at the end of a
paroxy{m, am% repeated, in the
u:nt:ty of half a dram (more or
?efs according to the.circumftances
of the patient) every third or fourth
‘thour during the intermiffion. Where
the fever is of the bilious %kind,
and accompanied with great heat,
a little nitre 1s joined. 1In all cafes,
‘moderate exercife generally pro-
motes its effect. At firft, it ufually
loofens the belly, and fometimes
operates as if a cathartic had been
_taken ; and by thefe means fupplies
the omiffion of evacuations before
its exhibition. , If the purging con-
tinue, the medicine di::es not an-
{wer the purpofes intended by it.
In fuch cafe, a little opium 1s
added, which effeétually fupprefies
the flux. If after this the pauent
continue too coftive, recourfe is had
to glyfters. The loofenefs, how-
ever, ought not to be fiopt too foon:
en the contrary, where the bark
does not itfelf produce this effect,
it is neceflary, as Dr. Mead infmms
us, to join to it a little rhubarb, fo
as to occafion for a time two ftools a
day ; by thefe means the difeafe is
more effetually cured, and lefs
fubje&t to be followed by a droply,
or 111 habit of body: after a dram
or two of rhubarb have been taken,
it is to be difcontinued, and the'bark
exhibited by itfelf, After the fe-
ver has been removed, the medi-
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cine is continued for fome time long-
er, to prevent a relapfe ; and eva-
cuations, unlefs abfolutely neceffary,
abftained from. The difeafe is ne-
verthelefs feldom completely cured
before fome very confiderable eva-
cuation, either by ftool, urine, or
perfpiration, enfues : if this do
not fucceed fpontaneoufly, cathar-
tics, diuretics, or diaphoretics, are

iven 1mtnn3un&1nn with the bark,
otherwife the patient continuesweak,
and without appetite, till either thu
difeafe returns, or changes into one
of a different kind.

In fymptomatic agues, heétic and
purulent fevers, cacochymic habits,
and where the hypochondres are

{fwelled and diftended, this medi-

cine is improper, and for the moft
part prejudicial. Its manifeft aftrin-
gency forbids its ufe in obftructions
of the abdominal vifcera, or fup- -
preflions of any critical evacuation ;
until the obftruttion be firlt remov-
ed, or the evacuation have had ite
due courfe.

In acute, inflammatory, or ma-
lignant fevers, the bark does not
feem tohave any good effect. Nevers
thelefs, in the decline of long ner-
vous fevers, or after a remiflion,
when from bad habit, old age, fa-
tigue, or the like, the patient is ex-
tremely weak, and the pulfe low,
the cortex proves a medicine of ex-
cellent fervice ; provided there be
no extravzfatmn, that the veffels re-
main entire, and pus be not already
formed.

Peruvian bark has likewife been
found eminently ferviceable in gan-
grenes and mortifications, proceed-
ing either from an internal or ex-
ternal caufe. In all the cafes of tlus
kind, where it proved fuccefsful,
occafioned a kind of fup uranun,
which degenerated when lie ufe of

the medicine was difcontinued, and
again turned kindly upon rel‘umlnﬁ
it. Some have been hence induce

0 3 w
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to try the feriex in variolous cafes,
~ where either the puiftules did not
rightly fuppurate, or petechia thew-
cha difpofition to a gangrane; and
here likewife it anfwered expefta-
tion : the empty veficles filled with
matter, watery fanies changed into
thick white pus, the petechiz be-
came gradually of a pale colour,
and at length difappeared, and the
pox began to turn fooner than was
expetted, See the Edinburgh medi-
cal effays.

The bark has been applied like-
wife, and not without {uccefls, to
the cure of periodic head.achs,
hyfteric and hypochondriac fits, and
other diforders, which have regular
intermiflions, By its aftringency
and aromatic quality, it ftrengthens
the whole nervous {yftem, and proves
ufeful in weaknefs of the ftomach,
and fundry chronical diforders, pro-
ceeding from too great Jaxity of the
fibres. In obftinate uterine fluxes,
and old gleets, bark joined with
chalybeates has good eﬁ'“e&s.

The virtues of Peruvian-bark
refide chiefly in a refinous fub-
ftance, and hence are extrafted in
perfection by reftified fpirit. By
ftrong coftion in water, the refin is
melted out, and mingled with the
water ; which whillt hot, appears
tranfparent, but in cooling, grows
turbid, and depofits great part of
the refin to the beottom. Water
elevates in diftillation the aromatic
part of the bark; pure {pirit brings
over nothing. Hence an aqueous ex-
trall proves not only lefs in quanti-
ty,but likewife inferior in quality to
one made with re€tified fpirit. Proof
fpirit extradis the virtues of this
dI:'u in tolerable perfetion, in the
cold ; heat enables it to take vp
more than it can retain when cold.
Spirit of fal ammoniac, prepared
with fixt alkaline falts, gains very
little from the cortex, either with or
withoyt heat ; the fpirit prepared

5
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with quicklime, and the dulcified
{piric, in a few hours become
firongly impregnated with its fmell
and raite. .

The officinal

[£.] fpirituous tinfture
tinfture in volatile fpirit

L. E.
EL] an
compound tinéture [E.]

t 15 an

ingredient alfo in the ftomachic |

tincture [£.

The {ubftances ufually joined
with bark in prefcription feem cal-
culated either to promote its effi-
cacy, or merely for reducing it in-.
to the intended form; without
much regard to its agreeablenefs,
and the conveniency of taking it.
This 1s neverthelefs a point of great
confequence, as its tafte, and the

uantity which is neceffary, make
the patient too frequently loath it,
before enough has been taken te
produce the defired effect.
figned to be given in the folid form
of a bolus, eleftary, &c. it fhould
be made up, not, as is cuftomary,
with fyrups, but with maucilages :
with the }::-rmer, it fticks about the
mouth and fauces, whence its talte
remains for a confiderable timej
with the latter, it paffes freely,
fcarce leaving any tafte in the
mouth. Aromatics do not prevent
the tafte of the bark from difcover=
ing itfelf ; extraét of liquorice very
eftectually conceals it. The extraét
of logwood alfo, joined to that of
bark, and a proper quantity of
mucilage, form a very elegant and
agreeable compofition.

* PERUVIANUS CORTEX
RUBER : Red Peruvian Bark.
The red bark, as it is called, is
in much larger and thicker pieces
than the common. Molt of the
pieces are concave, though not
rolled together, like the q]l.lilled
bark. They break thort, like the
belt common bark; and appear
evidently

preparations of -
bark are, an extratt [L. E.] refin .

If de-
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evidently compofed of three layers,
The outer is thin, rugged, fre-

vently covered with a mofly fub-
aam::, and of a reddifh brown co-
lour. The middle is thicker, more
compaét, and of a darker colour :
it is very brittlé and refinous. The
innermoft layer is more woody and
fibrous, and of a brighter red. In

owdering this bark, the middle
rn:.rer, which feems to contain the
greateft proportion of refinous mat-
ter, does not break fo readily as the
reft; a circumftance to be attend-
ed to, left the moft altive part
~ thould be left out of the fine pow-
der.

This red bark to the tafte dif-

covers all the peculiar flavour of the
Peruvian bark, but much ftronger
than the common officinal fort.
. With refpect to medical proper-
ties, from numerous and repeated
~ trials it appears, that the red bark
poffefles the fame virtues with the
common, but in a much higher
degree. A fingle half ounce of this
has radically cured an obftinate in-
termittent, where many ounces of
the other kind had either had no
effect, or merely a temporary one.

There have been lately difcover-
ed in the province of Santa-Fe,
four degrees and a half northof the
- equator, two kinds of the chin-
‘chona, one of which appears to be
the fame with the red bark of Peru ;
the other, one of the white fpecies.
Thisis a fortunate difcovery, as it

ints out a new ftore of this moit
‘valuable medicine, when the ancient
ones fhall be exhaulted,

PETROLEUM [Z.] Rock oil.

'This is a peneral name for fun-
dry liquid bitumens, or mineral
oils, which fpontaneounfly exude
from the earth, or from clefts of
rocks. Thefe oils are found in al-
moft all countries, but in greatelt
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quantities in thewarmer ones. Some
are met with in different parts of
England ; and many of our com-
mon bituminous minerals, as pit-
coal, &c. afford, on diftillation,
oils not greatly different.

The finelt {fort of this commodi-
ty comes from the dutchy of Mo-
dena in Italy, where three different
kinds are tound ; the beft is al-
mott as clear, finid, and tranfparent
as water, of a highly penetrating,
yet not difagrecable {mell, fome-
what like that of retified oil of
amber : the fecond fort is of a clear
yellow colour, not fo fluid as the
former, lefs penetrating, and par-
taking more of the o1l of amber
{mell : the third, or worft, is of a
blackith red colour, of a thicker
confiftence, and more difagreeable .
than the two foregoing., The firft of
thefe is very rarely met with in the
fhops ; the fecond, mixed with a
little of the third, and fome fub-
tile oils, is ufually fent us inflead of
it, Petroleum readily catches fire,
and, if pure, burns entirely away :
diftilled, it becomes fomewhat more
pellucid than before (a fmall quan-

“tity of yellowifh matter remaining)
and lofes much of its natural fmeﬂ.
It unites with the eflential oils of
vegetables, not at all with vinous
{prrits.  The finer forts are fo light
as to fwim upon the moft highly
reétified fpirit of wine.

Petroleum is at prefent very rare-

_ly employed ‘as a medicine, though
if the finer kinds could be procured
%enuim!, they fhould feem to de-
erve fome notice : they are more a-

reeable than the oil of amber, and
milder than that of turpentine;
the virtues of both of which they par-
ticipate. They are principally re-
commended by authors for external
purpofes, againft pains and aches,
in paralytic complaints, and for
preventing chilblains.  For thefe

‘04 . ' intentions,
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minoris birfutz et lewis C, B, Bur-
net ; the leaves.

This grows wild upon dry chalky
hills : fuch as is cultivated in gar-
dens, though preferred by fome, 1s

rior in quality to the wild fort.
The leaves are mildly afltringent,
and have been fometimes employed
jn this intention, in dyfenteries and
hazmorrhages.

- PIMPINELLZE SAXIFRAGZE
ix, femen, folia. Burnet {axi-

ﬂ e; the root [L. E.] leaves and
'ﬁeﬁs [E.]

Three forts of this plant are taken
notice of by medical writers :
1. Pimpinella faxifraga major,
‘umbella candida C. B. 'L'bis is the
{pecies celebrated by the German
- writers under the name of pimpinel-
lz alba : it is not very common in
~ this country, and therefore our mar-
kets have been generally fupplied
with the following.

2. Pimpinella faxifraga minor fo-

liis fanguiforbe Raii. Tragofelinum
alterum majus Towrn. 'This is not

unfrequently met with in dry paf-
ture grounds.
. Pimpinella faxifraga minor
i g ﬁf.r'i: diffeftis Hiff, Oxon. This
fort is the moft common in the
fields about London : it grows taller
_than the others, but the leaves are
-~ lefs.

All thefe plants feem to be pof-
{efled of the fame qualities, and 10
differ only in external appearance ;
and even in this, their difference is
{o inconfiderable, that Linnzus has
joined them into one, under the ge-
neral name of pimpinella. Oar col-
leges, inftead of the firft, which has
been generally underftood as the
officinal fort, allow either of the
‘others (which are more common) to
be ufed promilcuoully.

The roots of pimpinella have a

rateful, warm, very pungent tafle,
which is entirely extratted by rec-
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tified fpirit : in diftillation, the
menftruum arifes, leaving all that
it had taken up from the root,
united into a pungent aromatic
refin. This root promifes, from
its fenfible qualities, to be a medi-
cine of confiderable utility ; though
little regarded in common praétice ;
the only officinal compofition in
which it is an ingredient, is the
pulvis ari  compofitus [L.] - Stahl,
Hoffman, and other German phy-
ficians, are extremely fond of 1t,
and recommend it as an excellent
ftomachic, refolvent, detergent, din-
retic, diaphoretic, and alexiphar<
mac. They frequently gave it, and
not without fuccefs, in fcorbutic
and cutaneous diforders, foulnefs
of the blood and juices, tumours
and obftruétions of the glands, and
difeafes proceeding from a defici-
ency of the fluid fecretions in gene-
ral. Boerhaave direfts the ufe of
this medicine in afthmatic and hy-
dropic cafes, where the ftrongeft re-
folvents are indicated : the form he
prefers is a watery infufion; but
the fpirituous tincture poflefles the
virtues of the root in much greater
perfeftion.

There is another {pecies of pim-
pinella called migra, from its root
being externally of a bright black
colour, whilit thofe of the forego-
ing forts are whitith: this is re-
markable for its yiclding an effen-
tial oil of a bluecolour. It grows
wild in fome parts of Germany,
Swiflerland, &c. and is now and
then met with in our gardens.

PINUS nuclei et refina : Pinas fa-
tiwe C. B. et Pinus fylveftris C. B.
Pine tree ; the kernels of 1its fruit
or cones, and its refin [£.] :

The pine tree differs from the
firs in having its leaves ftanding in
pairs, thofe of the firs being folita-
ry. The pine abounds with the
fame kind of refinous juice as the

fir
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This is an annual plant culti-
vated in our gardens; it ripens its
red pods in September or O¢tober.
The talte of capficam is extremely
pungent and acrimonious, fetting

_the mouth as it were on fire. Itis
rarely made ufe of in medicine,
being chiefly employed for culi-
nary purpofes. A fpecies of it,
called in the Weit-Indies bird pep-
per, is the bafis of a powder brought

" us thence under the name of Cayan

. ;:pyar. _

PiX LIQUIDA [L.E.] Tar;
‘a thick, black, untuous fubftance;
obtained from old pines and fir-
‘trees, by burning them with a
clofe fmothering heat. It differs
from the native refinous juice of
the trees (lee Terebintbhina) in hav-
ing received a difagreeable impref-
fion from the fire, and containing a

rtion of the faline and otherjuices
united with the refinous and oily ;
by the mediation of thefe, a part
of the terebinthinate oil proves dif-
foluble in aqueous liquors, which
extraét little or nothing from the
purer turpentines, Water impreg-
nated with the more foluble parts
of tar, proves, in confequence of
this hot pungentoil, warm and iti-
mulating. It fenfibly raifes the pulfe
and quickens the circulation. By
thefe qualities, in cold languid
phlegmatic habits, it ftrengthens
the folids, attenuates vifcid juices,
ppens obitruétions of the minuter
veflels, and promotes perfpiration
and the fluid fecretions in general ;
whilft in hot bilious temperaments,
it difpofes to inflammation, and
aggravates the complaints which it
has been employed to remove.

PIX ARIDA [L. E.] Dry or
ftone pitch.

This is the pix liquida exficcated

by heat : in this procefs, a part of

the acid .and the more volatile ol

The Materia Medica.

203

are difipated along with the aque-
ous moiftare ; and hence the pro-
duét proves confiderably lefs attive,
It is made ufe of only in external
applications, as a warm adhefive,
refinous {ubftance. '

PIX NAVALIS. This is gene-
rally allowed to be the fame with
the foregoing dry pitch or infpiffat-
ed tar: hence in the Edinburgh
pharmacopceia the terms pix ficca
and pix mawvalis are made f{ynony-
mous. According to Geoffroy, it is
compounded of a firange mixture of
tallow, tar, palimpifla, and an ar-
tificial black pitch ; which artificial
pitch is itfelf compofed of tar and
palimpifia ; and this palimpiffa is
no other than an infpiffated tar ;
fo that notwithitanding this fhow
of compofition, the refult is only a
mixture of pitch with a little tal-
low.

PIX BURGUNDICA [L. £.]
Burgundy pitch. This is of a fo-
lid confiltence, yet fomewhat foft,
of a reddifh brown colour, and more
agreeable in fmell than either of
the foregoing. Geoffroy relates,
that it is compofed of gallipot (a
folid whitith refin which feparates
from fome of the terebinthinez as
they run from the tree) melted
with common turpentine and a lit-
tle of its diftilled oil. Dale informs
us, from the relation of a gentle-
man who faw the preparation of
this commodity in Saxony (whence
we are chiefly fupplied with it),
that it is no more than the common
turpentine boiled a little.

"All thefe fubftances are employed
in the fhops only in external com-
pofitions. The dry pitch and Bur-
gundy pitch, are ingredients in fe-
veral plafters, ointments, and ce=
rates : and tar gives name o one
of the ointments,

PLAN-
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eryfipelatous kind, and in thofe in
confequence of burns and fcalds.
Their application has not, in the

inion of molt pralitioners, been
-:tferved to produce any of thofe
affections of the nervous {yltem,
‘which chara&erize the poifonous ef-
feéts of lead taken internally.

- POLIT, few Polii montani fummi-
tates. Poley mountain ; the tops
[L. E]

It has been difputed amﬂnE bota-
nic writers, what fpecies of poley
ought to be employed in medicine.
The London college allows the pro-
mifcuous ufe of two, the polium ma-
ritimum ereftum Monfpeliacum C. B,
Tucrum capitatum Lin, and the po-
lium anguftifolium Creticum C. B.
Tucrum creticum Lin. The firft is
fometimes cultivated in our gar-
dens, and is the fort with which the
fhops have been generally {fupplied.
They have both a light aromatic
{mell, and a bitterith tafte ; that
brought from Crete is the moit
agreeable. They ftand recommend-
ed in catarrhs, uterine diforders,
‘&c. but at prefent are fcarce other-
wife made ufe of than as an in-

gredient in the mithridate and the-
riaca.

POLYGONATUM, vide Si-
GILLUM SALoMONIS,

. POLYGONUM, vide CenTI-
NODIUM.

POLYPODII radix : Filicis po=
lypodii dide Herm. Polypody; the
root [E.] :

Polypody is a capillary plant,
growing upon old walls, the trunks
of decayed trees, &c. That found
upon the oak is generally preferred,
though not fenfibly different from
the others. The roots are long and
* {flender, of a reddifh brown colour
on the outiide, greenith within,
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full of {mall tubercles, which are
refembled to the feet of an infeét 3
whence the name of the plant. The
tafte of thefe roots is {weetith and
naufeous. ;

Polypody has been employed in
medicine for many ages ; neverthe-
lefs its virtues remain as yet to be
determined. The ancients held it
to be 2 powerful purger of melan-
cholic humours; by degrees, it
came to be looked upon as an eva-
cuater of all humours in gemeral :
at length, it was fuppn{'eg only to
gently loofen the belly ; and after-:
wards even this quality was denied
it : fucceeding phyficians declared
it to be aftringent ; of this number
is Boerhaave, who efleems it mo-
derately ftyptic, and antifcorbutic.
For our own part, we have had no
direét experience of it: mor is it
employed in praétice. It is proba-
ble that (as Juncker fuppofes) the
frefh root may loofen the belly, and
that it has not this effeét when dry.

POLYTRICHUM, vide Tr1-
CHOMANES,

POMPHOLYX: a calx, or flow-
ers, of zinc, produced in the fur-
naces where copper is made into
brafs by calamine, the ore of zinc.
It is found adhering to the covers
of the crucibles, &c, either in form
of thin crufts, or of alight downy
matter, generally of a pure white
colour, though fometimes yellowith. -
See ZincuM.

POPULI NIGR.ZE gemme : Po-
puli nigre C. B. 'The black pop-
lar ; its buds [£.]

The black poplar is a large tree,
growing wild in watery places ; it
is eafily raifed and very quick of
growth, ‘The young buds or ru-
diments of the leaves, which ap-
pear in the beginning of fpring,
abound with a yellow, uné&uous,

odorous
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odorous juice. They have hither-
to been employed chiefly in an oint-
ment, which received its name from
them ; though they are certainly ca-
pable of being applied to other pur-
pofes. A tinture of them made in
reétified fpirit, yields, upon being
mfpiflated, a fragrant refin fuperior
to many of thofe brought from
abroad. .

PORRI radix : Porri commaunis
capitati C. B. Leeks; the root.
This participates of the virtues of
Farli , from which it differs chief-
y in being much weaker. See AL-
LIUM.

- PORTULACK femen : Portu-
lace hortenfis latifolie F. B. Purf-
lave ; the feeds,

This herb is cultivated in gar-
dens for culinary ufes, The feeds
are ranked among the leffer cold
feeds, and have fometimes been em-
ployed in emulfions, and the like,
along with the others of that clafs.

POTENTILLA, vide ARGEN-

TINA.
PRASIUM, vide MarruBIUM.

PRUNELLZE, /feu Brunelle fo-
lia : Prunelle majoris foliis non dif-
Sfedtis C. B. Prumelle wulg. Lin.
Self-heal ; the leaves [E.]

This plant grows wild in mea-
dows and pafture grounds, and pro-
duces thick fpikes of purplith flow-
ers during the latter part of the
fummer. It has an herbaceous
roughifh tafte: and hence ftands
' recommended in hwmorrhages and
alvine fluxes : it has been princi-
pally celebrated as a vulnerary,
whence its name ; and in garga-
rifms for aphthe, and inflamma-
tions of the faucés.

PRUNUS HORTENSIS, The
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plum tree, Three forts of plums
are looked upon as articles of the
materia medica. They are all met
with in our gardens, but the fhops
are fupplied with the fruit mode~
rately dried from abread, i

PRUNA BRIGNOLENSIA:
Pruna ex flave rufefcentia, mixii fa-
poris, gratifima C. B. The Brig-
nole plum, brought from Provence
under the name of prunelloes [£.]

PRUNA GALLICA [L. ;E'J -
Fruétus Pruni frufiu parve, dulciy
atro-caruleo Tourn. French or com-
mon prunes [L. E.] This is the

plum called by our gardeners the
little black damatk.

PRUNA DAMASCENA: Fruc-
tus Pruni frultu magno, dulei, atro=
cxruleo Tourn. Damafcene plums,
or damfons. This is the fort called
the great damafk violet of Tours.
It is feldom met with dry in the
thops, and is generally fupplied by
the common prune.

The medical effe&ts of the dam-
fon and common prunes are, to
abate heat, and gently loofen the
belly : which they perform by lu=
bricating the paffage, and foftening
the excrement, They are of con-
fiderable fervice in coitivenefs, ac-
companied with heat or irritation,
which the more ftimulating cathars
tics would tend to aggravate. Where
prunes are not of themfelves f{uffi-
cient, their effets may be promoted
by joining with them a little rhu-
barb or the like : to which may be
added fome carminative ingredient,
to prevent their occafioning flatu-
lencies. Prunelloes have fcarce any
laxative quality : thefe are mild
grateful refrig:rnnts, and by being
occafionally kept in the mouth,
ufefully allay the thirft of hydropic

perfons.
PRUNA
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- PRUNA SYLVEﬁgR};ﬂ : Fruc-
 pruni fylweftris C. B. Pruni jfpi-
‘F’ a‘.’.:r';r:::’fjr Sﬁcs; the fruit of the
common black thorn, or floe bulh
A
. t]fu have a very rough, auftere
fe, efpecially before they have
: E;'melluwed by frofts. The juice
" of the unripe fruit, infpiffated to a
er confiftence, is called acacia
jea, and ufually fold in the
fhops for the wne Egyptian acacia.
It is equally aﬂrin%lenl: with the
yptian fort, but has more of a
 fharp or tartith tafte, without any
“thing of the {weeriih relith of the
other. The infpifiated juice is di-
reéted as an officinal by the Edin-
burgh college, and a conferve of
the fruit by the London.

" PSYLLI femen : Pfllii majoris
ereéti C. B. Plamtaginis Pfyllii Lin.
Fleawort ; the feeds. '
.~ This is a fort of plantane, grow-
" ing wild in the warmer climates,
‘and fometimes met with in our gar-
dens. I« differs from the common
anesin having its ftalks branch-
ed, with leaves upon them ; hence
itis named by Ray, plantago cauli-
The feeds have been ufually
ght from the fouth of France;
they are fmall, but fuppofed to re-
femble in fhape a flea, whence the
' Boglith name of the plant, Thefe
feeds have a naufecus, mucilagi-
us tafte : boiled in water, they
: a confiderable quantity of mu-
cilage, which is fometimes made
afe'of in emollient glylters and the
ike. = Alpinus relates, that among
the Egyptians this mucilage is given
ip ardent fevers, and that it gene-
rally either loofens the belly or pro-

maotes {weat.

Jee Ptarmice Lin., Sneezewort, or

Eﬁr Jferrato folio C. B. Achil-
baftard pellitory : the root (£.]

‘}TARMICE radix : Dracunculi
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This grows wild upon heaths and
in moift thady places ; the flowers,
which are of a white colour, come
forth in June and July. The roots
have an acrid fmell, and a hot bjte
ing tafte. Chewed they occafion
a plentiful difcharge of faliva ; and
when powdered and {nuffed vp the
nofe, provoke fneezing. Thefe are
the only intentions to which they
have been ufually applied,

PULEGII folia : Pulegiilatifolis
C. B. Menthe aguatice few pulegiy
vulgaris Tourn. Fennyroyal ; the
leaves [L. E.]

This plant grows fpontaneoufly
in feveral parts of England upes
moift commons, and in wate

laces ; trailing u the ground,
End itriking ro'gt: ame joing::. Our
markets have been for fome time
fupplied with a garden fort, which
is larger than the other, and
upright : this is called by Mr, Dalg
pulegivin ere8um.

Pennyroyal is a warm, pungent
herb, of ﬂ{e aromatic. kind??i.quﬁr
to mint, but more acrid and lefs

‘agrecable. It has long been held

in great efteem, and pot undefery-
edly, as an aperieng, and deobitru-
ent, particularly in hyfleric com-
plaints, and fupprefions of the
uterine purgations. For thefe pur-
pofes, the diftilled water is gene-
rally made ufe of, or what is of
equal  efficacy, an infufion of the
leaves. It is obfervable, that both
water and reftified {pirit extraét the
virtues of this herb by infufion, and
likewife elevate greateftpart of them,
in diftfllation.

In the fhops are kept a fimple
[L. E£.] and {pirituous [L.] water
and eflential oil [L.E.] of the plapt;
this herb is ufed allo in the com-
pound valerian water and troches of
myrrh [£.] and its fimple water
for making the lac ammoniaci [L.]
and the camphorated emulfion [_E,.;

PULEGI]
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kermes, and faponaceous lotion,
and is ufed alfo in making the fim-
ple ointment called pomatum [L.]

ROSA RUBRA: Rof@ Rubra
multiplex C. B. Rofa gallica Lin.
The red rofe [L. £ ]

This has very little of the fra-
.ﬁram:e of the foregoing pale fort ;
and, inftead of its purgartive quality,
a mild, gratefully aftringent one,el-
pecially before the flower has open-
ed. This is confiderably improved
by halty exficcation ; but both the
aftringency and colour are impaired
by flow drying. In the fhops are
prepared a conferve, honey, tinc-
ture, troches [ L.] vinegar and f[y-
rap [£.] of this flower, It is an in-
ﬁ-rediem alfo in the compound pow-

" der of {cordium, the troches of Ja-
pan earth, mithridate, and
riaca [L.]

W

c-

RORISMARINI /jummitates, et

flores anthos dicti : Rorifmarini bor-
tenfis anguftiore folio
rini officinalis Lin. Rofemary ; the
tops and flowers [E.]
. This is a native of Spain, Italy,
and the fouthern parts of France,
where it grows in great abundance
upon dry gravelly grounds ; in the
'ﬁllir. {oils, it thrives belt with us,
and likewife proves flronger in
Amell, than when produced in moift
rich ones. This obfervation ob-
tains in almoft all the aromatic
plants.

Rofemary has a fragrant fmell,
and a warm pungent bitterith tafte,
%Ernaching to thofe of lavender.

e leaves and tender tops are
ftrongelt ; next to thefe the cup of
the flower ; the flowers themfelves
are confiderably the weakeft, but
molt pleafant. Aqueous liquors ex-
tralt great fhare of the virtues of
tofemary leaves by infufion, and
elevate them in diftillation ; along
with the water arifes a confider-

The Materia Medica.

C. B. Rorifma-'

il

213
able quantity of effential oil, of an
agreeable ftrong penetrating fmell,
Pure fpirit extratts in great perfec-
tion the whole aromatic flavour of
the rolemary, and eclevates very
little of itin diftillation ; hence the
refinous mafs, left upon abitradting
the fpirit, proves an elegant aro-
matic, very rich in the peculiar
qualities of the plant. The flowers
of rofemary give over great part of
their flavour in diftillation with pure
{pirit ; by watery liquors, their fra-
grance is much injured; by beat.
ing, deftroyed. The officinal pre-
parations of rofemary are, an eilen-
tial oil from the leaves [L.] or from
the herb in flower [E.] a conferve
of the flowers [L. £.] and a fpirit,
called Hungary-water, from the
flowery tops [L. E.| The tops are
ufed alfo in the compound fpirit of
lavender [L. E.] cordial confeétion
[L.] and cephalic tinture [£.] and
the effential oil in the cephalic bal-
fam, {aponaceous balfam, and nerve
ointment [£.]

RUBIA TINCTORUM : ra-
dix Rubie tinforum fative C. B.
Madder ; the root (L. E.]

Madder is raifed in fome of our
gardens for medicinal purpofes: it
was formerly cualtivated among us,
in quantity, for the ufe of the
dyers, who are at prefent fupplied
from Holland and Zealand, It has
little or no fmell ; a {weetith tafte,
mixed with a little bitternefs. The
virtues attributed to it, are thofe of
a detergent and aperient, whence
it has been ufually ranked among
the opening roots, and recommend-
ed in obfiruétions of the wvifcera,
particularly of the kidneys, in co-
agulations of the blood from falls
or bruifes, in the jaundice, and be-
ginning dropfies. It is an ingre-
dient in the icteric decoftion of the
Edinburgh pharmacopeeia.

It is obfervable, that this root,

23 taken
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tranfverfely. The beft are almoft
tranf] parent,cu]uurlefs,and free from
apy vifible impurities : thofe moit
commonly met with are of a grey
llowifh colour on the outfide, and
fometimes black, according as the
* matter is more or lefs impure. The
tafte of this falt is very fharp and
errating. [t diffolves in twice
its weight, or a lictle lefs, of water:
“and upon evaporating a part of the
menftruum, concretes again into
Jong ining fpicula, or thin iibrous
plates, like feathers.
* ° Sal ammoniac appears from ex-
_periments to be compofed of ma-
' xine acid united with a volatile al-
‘kali. If mingled with fixt falts, or
~ abforbent earths, and expofed to a
moderate fire, a large quantity of
_pure volatile falt fublimes, the acid
~ remaining united with the inter-
medium ; if treated in.the fame
" manner with quicklime, an ex-
~ ceeding penetrating volatile fpjrit
arifes, but no folid falt is obtained.
Expofed alone to a confiderable
heat, it fublimes entire, without
~ any alteration of its former proper-
‘ties : ground with certain metallic
fubfances, it elevates fome part of
them along with itfelf, and con-
cretes with the remainder into a
mafs, which readily flows into a
liquor in a moilt air. This appears
_ in moft refpeéts fimilar to a faturated
" folution of the metal made direlly
in {pirit of falt.
Pure fal ammoniac is a perfettly
neutral falt, capable of attenuating
. vifcid humours, and promoting a
~ diaphorefis, or the urinary dil-
charge, according to certain cir-
cumitances in the conftitution, or
‘as the patient is managed during the
operation. If a dram of the falt
be taken, diffolved in water, and
the patient kept warm, it ge nerally
proves fudorific; by moderate exer-
cife, or walking in the open air, its
~ aftion isdetermined to the kidneys;
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a large dofe gently loofens the bels
ly, and a ftill larger proves emetic.
‘T"his falt is recommended by many
as an_ excellent febrifuge, and by
fome has been held a great fecret in
the cure of intermittents. It 1s un-
doubtedly a powerful aperient, and
feems to pafs into the minutelt vel-
fels ; and, as fuch, may in fome
cales be of fervice, either alone, or
joined with biwers, or the bark,
where the latter woald by itfelf pro-
duce dangerous obltruttions, or ag-
Eravam thofe already formed, This
alt is fometimes employed exter-
nally as an antifeptic, and in lo-
tions and fomentations, for cede-
matous tumours : as alfo in garga-
rifms for inflammations of the ton-
fils, and for attenvating and dif-
folving thick vifcid mucus.. It 1s
an ingredient in the difcutient ca=
taplafm of the Edinburgh phar-

macnpmia..

SAL CATHARTICUS AMA-
RUS [L.E.] The bitter purging
falt ; extra&ted from the bitter li-
quor remaining after the cryftal-
lization of common falt from fea
water. [t was firlt prepared as a
cheap fubftitute to the falt of the
Epfom, and other purging mineral
waters, from which it does not con-
fiderably differ, either in fenfible

nalities, or medical effedts. We
ufually meet with it in minute eryl-
tals, of a fnowy appearance ; dif-
folved in water, and cryftallized
afreth, it concretes, if properly
managed, into larger ones, of a
reftangular prifmatic figure, re-
fembling thofe of the artificial ca-
thartic {alt of Glauber, for which
they are fometimes fubftituted in
the fhops.

All thefe falts have a penetratin
bitterith tafte : they diffolve in lefs
than an equal weight of water : in
a moderate heat, they melt, bubble
up into blifters, and foon change

into
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- ponarie officinalis Lin. Soapwort,

or bruifewort ; the herb and/ root

T his grows wild, though not very
common, in low wet places, and by
the fides of running waters ; a dou-
ble-fiowered fort is frequent in our
gardens. The leaves have a bitcer,
not agreeable taite; agitated with
water, they raife a faponaceous
froth, which is faid to have nearly

~ the fame effeéts with folutions of

foap itfelf in takiniuut {pots from
cloths, and the like. The roots

tafte {weetith and {fomewhat pun-

gent; and have a light {mell like

‘thofe of liquorice: digeited in rec-
tified {pirit they yield a ftrong tinc-

~ ture, which lofes nothing of its taite

«or flavour in being infpiffated to the
confiftency of an extract. This ele-

- gant root has not come much into

praftice among us, though it pro-
‘mifes, from its fenfible qualities, to
be a medicine of confiderable uti-
lity. It is greatly elteemed by
the German phyficians as an aperi-
ent, corroborant, and {fudorific; and

referred by the college of Wirtem-
Eer , Stahl, Neumann, and others,
to {arfaparilla,

SARCOCOLLA [L. E.] a con-
.crete juice, brought from Perfia,
and Arabia, in fmall, whitith, yel-
low grains, with a few of a reddifh,
and fometimes of a deep red colour,

- mixed with them ; the whiteft tears

- are preferred, as being the frefheit.

Its tafte is bitter, accompanied with
a dull kind of {weetnefs. Thisdrug

 diffolves in watery liquors, and ap-

-pears to be chiefly of the gummy

ind, with a fmall mixture of re-
finous matter. Itis principally cele-
-brated for 'conglutinating wounds
and ulcers (whence its name sapxi-
-xoaree flefh  glue), a quality, to
which neither this, nor any other
~drug, has a juft title. It isan in-

- gredient in the pulvis ¢ cernfa compo-

JSitus [L.]

-
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SARSAPARILLA [L.E.]:
Smilax Sarfaparilla Lin. 2a root
brought from the Spanith Weit In-
dies, It confifts of a great num-
ber of long ftrings hanging from
one head. The long roots (the
only part made ufe of) are about
the thicknefs of a goofe quill, or
thicker, flexible, compofed of fibres
running their whole length, fo that
they might be ftript into pieces
from one end to the other. They
have a glatinous, bitterith, not un-
grateful tafte ; and no {mell, - This
root was firft brought into Europe
by the Spaniards, about the year
1563, with the charatter of a fpe-
cific for the cure of the lues vene-
rea, which made its appearance a
little before that time, and like-
wife of feveral obftinate chronic
diforders, Whatever good ef-
fefts it might have produced in
the warmer climates, it proved
unfuccefsful in this; 1nfomuch
that many have denied it to have
any virtue at all. It appears how-
ever from experience, that though
greatly unequal to the charafler
which it bore at firlt, it 1s in {fome
cafes of confiderable ufe as a fudo-
rific, where more acrid medicines
are improper. The beft prepara-
tions are a decoftion and extract
made with water; a decotion of
half an ounce of the root, or adram
of the extraét, which is equivalent
thereto, may be taken for g dofe.

SASSAFRAS [L. E.] - the root
of alarge American tree (arbor ex
Florida ficulneo folio C. B.) Laurus
(/affafras) Lin. brought to us in
long ftraight pieces, very light, and
of a fpongy texture, covered with
a rough fungous bark ; outwardly
of an afh colour, inwardly of the
colour of rufty iron. It has a fra-
grant {mell, and 4 fweetifh, aroma-
tic, {ubacrid taite : the bark taftes
much fronger than any other part 3
and the fmall twigs ﬂrungcr.th;n

the
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