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A GONAQUA HOTTENTOT.






AFRICA. 3

colours produces a guud effe®, and is very
becoming.

When the weather is exceflively hot, the
men lay afide every part of their drefs that is
{uperfluous, and retain only what they name
their jackals. 'This is a piece of the fkin of
the animal fo called, with which they cover
what nature bids them conceal, and which
is faftened to their girdle. This veil how-
ever, negligently arranged, may be confide-
ed as an ufelefs appendage, and is of very
little fervice to their modefty.

The women, much fonder of drefs than
the men, employ more care in adorning their
perfons. They wear a krofs like the latter,
but the apron which conceals their fex is
larger than thofe of the Hottentots, During
the great heats, they retain only this apron.
with a fkin which defcends, behind, from
their girdle to the calf of the leg.

Young girls, below the age of nine years,
go perfetly naked; when they attain to that
age, they wear nuthing but a {fmall apron.

I fhall foon return to other peculiarities
by which this nation are diftinguithed, for I
have not yet done with them.

B 2 At
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been the laft chief; that, at his death, it had
remained a long time without any leader;
but that, when the war broke out, Haabas’
horde, which formerly inhabited the banks
of the river, near its mouth, had joined his,
that they might unite their forces, in cafe
they fhould be attacked by the common
enemy; that the horde would not receive
Haabas, pretending that it was at liberty to
choofe its own chief; and that it was not juft
that ftrangers thould givelaws to a horde which
had readily admitted them among them. He
added, that there had been much quarrel-
ing, and {everal combats between them ;
that a good deal of blood had been fhed,
fome favages killed, and many wounded;
but that their common intereft having at
length obliged them to unite againft a f{ud-
den incurfion of the Caffres, the prudent
and courageous conduét of Haabas, who re-
pelled their attack, had made him be unani-
moufly proclaimed the chief of the two
hordes, which by alliances, marriages, and
good friendfhip, formed at that time only one.
When my brandy began to operate on the
brains aof thefe two Gonaquas, they feemed
to be fo fond of talking, that they could
B 3 fcarcely
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veral times fuceeflively; but, naturally judg-
ing of my arms by his own, he could not
believe that it was poffible to wound twice
with the fame arrow. He was therefore
greatly aftonifhed to hear my fecond report,
and to {ee the animal dead. He faid he ar-
dently wifhed to have an inftrument like
mine in his pofleflion, to repel the Caffres ;
and he formed this with with fuch an air
and tone, as made me conclude, that man, if
he is not the ftrongeft of animals, is how-
ever the nobleft and moft coyrageous, He
afked me why the planters had not fufees of
the fame kind; a queftion which appeared to
be full of good fenfe, but it was impoflible
for me to anfwer it. The planters not only
have none in their pofleflion, but even before
my arrival, they had never {een any of them ;
and on all the plantations that are at a dif-
tance from the Cape, my fufee was confi-
dered as a wonder and a fingular curiofity.
In the midft of our converfation, I thought
I perceived, by Amirad’s looks, that he ima-
gined it poffible for me to fire as often as I
pleafed; I was convinced of this by the em-
barrafling queftion which he afterwards pro-
pofed. A kite having pafled over our heads,
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great number of touracos, of which we made
fricaflees, much fuperior to thofe made of Gui-

nea-hens or partridges with the fame fauce.
Narina’s coufin feeing me bring down all
forts of little birds, clofe te him, with {o
much readinefs, begged me to lend him my
fufee, that he might try his dexterity; but
it would have been bad policy in me to give
him any inftrution on this fubje&t. With-
out wifhing to be accounted a forcerer, I was
defirous that he might be convinced, by his
own experience, that there is a wide diffe-
rence between a European and a Hottentot,
Having loaded my fufee without putting
lead into it, I fuffered him to fire as long as
he chofe; but, having killed nothing, he
became very impatient. Had I loaded my
piece inthe ufual manner, he would not per-
haps have been more fuccefsful ; for, fearing
that the priming would burn his face, he
turned afide his head as foon as ever he pre-
fented the piece. His aukwardnefs, how-
ever, might have done fome execution; and,
on this account, I thought it beft to leave no-
thing to chance: for it is certain that, had
he killed only a fingle bird, my fuperiority
would have been immedijately leflengd in
his
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When [ awoke, Amiroo’s companion had
fet out to inform Haabas that I intended to
pay him a vifit the {ame day.

Whatever may be the extent of the defarts
of Africa, we muft not form any calculations
refpecting its population from thofe innume-
rable fwarms of blacks which are found on the
weft, and which border all the coafts of the
ocean, from the Canary Ifles to the environs of
the Cape of Good Hope. There is certainly no
proportion to enable us to hazard even a con-
je&ure ; fince by a trade approved by a few,
and held in deteftation by the greater num-
ber, the barbarous navigators of Europe have
induced thefe negroes, by the moft villain-
ous attraitions, to give up their prifoners, or
-thofe who are inferior to them in ftrength.
As their wants increafed, they have become
inhuman and perfidious beings; the prince
has fold his fubje&ts; the mother has fold
her fon; and nature, as an accomplice, has
rendered her prolific,

This difgufting and execrable traffic is,
however, flill unknown in the interior parts
of the Continent. The defart is really a de-
fart; and it i1s only at certain diftances that
one meets with a few hordes, that are net

numerous,



AFRICA. 13

nurnerous, and who live on the fruits of the
earth, and the produce of their cattle. After
finding one horde, one muft travel a great way
to find another. The heat of the climate,
the drynefs of the fands, the barrennefs of
the earth, a f{carcity of water, rugged and
rocky mountains, ferocious animals; and, bes
fides thefe, the humour of the Hottentots, a
little phlegmatic, and their cold tempera-
ment—are all obftacles to propagation. When
a father has fix children, it is accounted a
phenomenon.

The country of the Gonaquas, into which
I penetrated, did not therefore contain three
thoufand people, in an extent of thirty or
forty leagues; and the horde of Haabas,
which confifted at moft of four hundred per-
fons, including every age and fex, was ac-
counted one of the moft confiderable in the
nation. ‘

Thefe people did not refemble thofe dege-
nerated and miferable Hottentots, who pine
in the heart of the colonies, contemptible
and deipifed inhabitants, who bear no marks
of their ancient origin but an empty name ;
and who enjoy, only at the expence of their
liberty, a little peace, purchafed at a dear
| rate
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tanical travellers, who are mad afier galls
and fenna, as a punifhment becaufe I did not
difcover foon enough, or when I wifthed, fuch
and fuch a diaphoretic plant, or fuch and
fuch an imperceptible infect; but policy had
made me prefcribe this rule to myfelf, as a
fundamental law. The length of my beard
was owing neither to flovenlinefs nor neglect.
The {fcrupulous cleanlinefs of the Dutch I
delight in; and, for an American Creole, itis
not a mere want, proceeding from cuftom ;
it is a pleafure. In my journeys I changed
my linen and clothes “three or four times a
day; but the plan of fuffering my beard to
grow, was formed before I departed from the
Cape. I had heard of the wars between the
Caffres and the planters, and that the latter
were detefted by the favages; and as I ex-
pected to meet either the one or the other,
it was highly neceflary that I fhould give
myfelf, by my external appearance, as well
as by my manners and condud, an air abfo-
lutely ftrange, to prove that I had no refem-
blance to the planters. This plan fucceeded
perfeétly ; for, among all the hordes through
which I pafled, 1 was received as an extraor-
dinary being, and asa man of a new {pecies.

My



16 TRAVELS" IN

My invincible diflike to tobacco and btandy,
ufed both by the planters and the favages,
added ftill to their aftonithment. The idea
of this favourable prepofieflion, which could
not efcape me, gave me frefth affurance, and
even an intrepidity which procured me great
enjoyments unknown to other travellers.
Nothing could ftop me; I marched forwards
and prefented myfelf without uneafinefs;
and thus might I have traverfed all the centre
of Africa, even to Barbary, without the leaft
moleftation, had not the earth, as I may fay,
rejeCted my fteps. Thirft and cruel hunger
will always be infurmountable barriers to
thofe who may wifh to attempt fo bold and
hazardous an undertaking.

My beard, then, was my principal fafe-
guard ; but it daily rendered me a fervice
which was no lefs valuable: on a journey 1
took the precauntion, when I wathed it, to
fuffer it to imbibe as much water as it could
contain ; and, during the heat of the day, this
was a refrefhment for my face which afforded
me much comfort and relief.

After arranging my hair, 1 dreffed myfelf
in the moft magnificent manner I could.

Among my hunting frocks 1 had one of a
' dark
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dark brown colour, ornamented with fteel
buttons, cut facet-wife ; this I made my drefs
of ceremony ; as the rays of the fun, falling
upon the different facets, would by their re-
fleGtion form a fplendour very proper for
exciting the admiration of thefe favages.
Under this frock I wore a white veft; and in
place of boots I fubftituted a pair of nankeen
drawers, which always appeared to me equal-
ly noble. In my wardrobe I had ftill a pair
of European fhoes, which I put on my feet ;
and I did not forget my large filver buckles,
as they were by chance exceedingly brilliant.
I wifthed much to have a gold-laced hat, but
this I was obliged to do without; and, as my
drawers rendered my fet knee-buckles of no
ufe, I made a clafp of them, with which I
fixed to my hat, fuch as it was, a magnificent
plume compofed of oftrich’s feathers that had
their full length. '
But how much was I pained for the fur-
niture of my horfe, which did not correfpond
with the ornaments of his mafter! Inftead of
that magnificent panther’s fkin which in
France would have been accounted fuperb,
and which was nothing in the eye of a favage,
what a flaming figure would one of thofe
NoL. 1L G howlings
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ters, efcorting one of my people, who was
appointed to carry a box containing two red
handkerchiefs, fome copper rings, knives,
pieces of fteel for tinder-boxes, and fome
other prefents which I intended to give to
the horde. Amiroo marched at our head, to
direct us in the proper way.

We firft advanced along the banks of the
river, going againft its current for near an
hour; after which Amiroo made us quit it,
and conducted us between twe high moun-
tains, in anarrow defile, the length and wind-
ings of which were not lefs than two leagues.
At the extremity of this valley, having re-
turned to within a few paces of the river, the
country opened before us; and from this {pot
pointing out with his finger a fmall eminence
upon which I obferved a kraal, our guide
informed us that we fhould there find Haa-
bas. It was ftill about ten gun fhots diftant
from us. The road indeed had been longer
than I expected; for we employed full three
hours in this march. When I was within
two hundred paces of the horde, I difcharged
both my fhot, and ordered my four hunters
to do the fame. The two others, whom I
had fent before, returned our falute, by dif~

¢ 2 charging
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charging theirs; and this was to the whole
horde the fignal for a general fhout of joy.
I fhall not make any refleions upon this
affedting fcene: the tender reader will fhare
in the foft emotions of my heart ; and prefer
a true relation, however fimple it may be.
I faw all thefe people come forth from their
tents, and form themfelves into fmall bodies;
but, in proportion as I approached, the wo-
men, the young girls, and children, all difap-
peared, and returned to their different huts.
The men, who alone remained with their
chief at their head, came to meet me; upon
which I difmounted, and repeating the words
tabe tabe to Haabas, I took the old man by
the hand, which I {queezed in mine. He
returned my falute with every effufion of a
grateful heart ; and feemed deeply affeted by
this mark of honour, which was principally
conferred upon him. I was received with
the fame ceremonial by all the reft of the
men ; except that, {fupprefling through refpect
the fign of the hand, they fubftituted in its
room that of bowing the head; and that, in
pronouncing Zabe, they accompanied this
word with a more {enfible clapping with the
tongue,

Fach
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Each in particular examined me with the
utmoft attention, even to the minuteft part
of my drefs: every thing attralted their
~ looks. Haabas himfelf, who had never feen
me in my camp but in an undrefs, or in my
hunting equipage, feemed aftonifthed at my
ftrange attire: I imagined that he fhewed
me much more deference than ufual, and
that he afflumed a more refpe&ful air as he
pafled me.

I had difmounted under the fhade of a
large tree, to which they came to compli-
ment me ; but I remained there only a few
minutes to refreth myfelf. It was a real
feftival to me to contemplate this interefting
horde, to which I advanced efcorted by my
whole troop; and as I pafled before one of
the huts, which like thofe of the Hotten-
tots have only a very low entrance, the
miftrefs of it, who at firft made her appear-
ance to {furvey me at a diftance, immediately
retired ; {o that I was obliged every moment
to ftoop, in order to examine the infide. It
was a very curious fpecacle to fee thefe
brown vifages motionlefs, and as it were
fixed to the wall, in the back part of the
hut, exhibiting every where the appearance

C 3 of
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to fee a favage female embarrafled refpeCting
the choice of her drefs, I fhewed her my
whole package of glafs-ware, begging her to
{elect whatever might pleafe her moft. Upon
this occafion I did not enjoy the fatisfaction
which I expeéted; for fthe laid her hands,
without hefitating 2 moment, upon fome red
and white necklaces; the other colours, fhe
faid, being too like her {kin, would produce no
effect, and were befides not at all agreeable to
her tafte. I have always remarked that the
favages in general fet very little value upon
black or blue. I gave her alfo fome large
brafs wire, for two pair of bracelets; and it
appeared to me that fhe efteemed this article
above all the reft. |
The reft of the women did not fee thefe
prefents without envy. They lifted up their
hands with ecftacy; and in their admiration
declared, with a loud voice, that the fpoufe
of Haabas was the happieft of women, and
the moft magnificent in jewels that ever
they had feen in all the hordes of the Gona-
qua nation,
I then diftributed the remainder of the
elafs beads which 1 had brought with me;
and
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and I candidly confefs I manceuvred in fuch
a manner as that the youngeft and prettieft
might have the largeft fhare.

To the men I gave knives, tinder-boxes,
and rolls of tobacco. My intention in vifit-
ing this horde perfonally was, that all the
families which compofed it might partake
in my bounty ; and the package I brought
along with me was pretty confiderable.

Haabas having begged me, in the name
of feveral infirm old men who were not
able to go abroad, to follow him, and pay
them a vifit, I readily confented to this re-
queft, and we entered their huts: they were
all attended by children of eight or ten years
of age, entrufted with the care of giving them
their food, and of rendering them all thofe
fervices which are neceflary to the debility
of years. I was very much ftruck with this
refpectable inftitution among thefe favage
people, and I fully teftihed my approbation
of it to my condulter. Though thefe old
men, for the moft part, were confined only
by their great age, and not by thofe infirmi-
ties which are the ufual attendants of people
in civilized nations, I remarked with no lit-
tle furprife that their hair was not white,

| and
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with this afliftance alone we eafily cured our
negroes. But this was of no avail here: Afri-
‘ca did not produce any of thefe falutary
plants; or at leaft, if it did, I knew not in
what place to fearch for them. I however
thought of a method which, if it fhould not
cure his evils, would at leaft fufpend them
for a little.

I began therefore by bidding thefe favages
be perfe@ly eafy; afluring them that the dif-
order was not infectious, and that it could
not be communicated by coming into im-
mediate conta&t with the difeafed perfon,
much lefs by the air that furrounded him.
To perfuade them the more to believe me, I
confidently told them that I was well ac-
quainted with the difeafe: for without this
precaution the plan I had formed to relieve
him would have been in great danger of
iifcarrying; as an invincible préjudice made
them all dread an epidemical diftemper.

I told them, then, that it would be proper
to anoint the whole body of the patient with
mutton fat melted ; that this harmlefs re-
medy would reftore to his parched fkin a
little of its fupplenefs, and would at leaft
enable him to move his limbs with eafe.

I or-
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confidered as a beneficent god by thefe good
favages. With what anxiety did they fol-
low the unfortunate patient, with their eyes
fixed fometimes upon me, and f{ometimes
upon the miferable wretch of whofe cure
they had already conceived great hopes! for
that powerful balm of the heart beamed on
all their countenances and doubled their
tender compaflion. With what eagernefs
did I fee them all flock round me, and pity
the fufferings of their brother! and the wo-
men, above all, implore fuccefs to my fkill,
that I might if poffible give fome relaxa-
tion to his punifhment, and reftore him to
life !

He was now become like a fkeleton,
covered with a fhrivelled and dry fkin,
through which appeared fome parts of his
bones, in the legs, arms, fides, and reins; all
his joints were prodigioufly fwelled; and
the worms, by anticipation, were devouring
him all over.

After the frition I had ordered, he was
carried into his tent. I then recommended
him to the care and attention of the whole
horde; and begged that they would give
him nothing to feed upon but milk.

I doubt
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deprive any one of a fhare in this party of
pleafure which chance alone had formed, I
did not attempt to interrupt them.

One of the {ureft means of preferving over
{avages that fuperiority which the prefump-
tuous FEuropean haughtily aflumes, is not,
as is commonly believed, to intimidate them,
and to employ threats and terror. This ri-
diculous plan muft have been invented only
by a rafth fool, or a daftardly commander at
the head of a numerous army, who took
advantage of his force to impofe defpotic
and fevere laws. An inftance to be found
in {fome late voyages, is an evident proof that
it is not by impetdofity, and.the drawn
{fword, that mankind are to be civilized. The
tragical end of a late enterprifing navigator
ought ever to be a ftriking leflon to thofe
who may adopt fuch fatal maxims®*. I am
convinced that one fhould never venture to
alk from people in a ftate of nature, what
would coft them too great a facrifice to give ;
that it is prudent to lofe a little in order to
gain more; that it is only by complacency
that one can infinuate onefelf into their fa-
vour ; and that the principal method of fuc-

* The author here {feems to allude to the death of our
unfortunate and cver-to-be-lamented captain Cook. T,

ceeding
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ereding with them is firft to gain their love.
Entertaining fuch principles, it may readily be
judged that I do not believe in eaters of men ;
and that there is no country fo defart, or {olittle
known, intowhich I would not penetrate with-
out fear and without apprehenfion. Sufpicion
is the principal caufe of the barbarity of fa-
vages, if we can call {fo the great care which
they employ to remove from us, and even
to deftroy every thing that feems likely to
endanger our fafety or interrupt our repofe.

Not being able to {leep during the whole
night, I arofe at break of day: but what
was my aftonithment when I perceived Na-
rina! She feemed to have a more embar-
rafled air, and a more bafhful look, than
ordinary; and it was then only, as I have
already faid, that fhe confefled fhe had ar-
rived the evening before. I reproached her
in the feverelt terms for having thus con-
cealed herfelf from me, and I begged her to
tell me the reafon; but, notwithftanding all
I could fay, fhe gave me no pofitive anfwer.
Her filence in this refpe& was carried even
to obftinacy. At length, as if afraid that
fhe had raifed her hopes too high, fhe be-

came more timid in proportion as the guefled
¥eax. I D the
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meafure forget his misfortunes. I doubt
much whether he recovered after the defpe-
rate condition in which I faw him; but if it
was poflible for him to get better, I think
this moral remedy muft have contributed
not a little towards his relief. Can there
be any fate more cruel than that of feeing
onefelf deferted by one’s friends and neareft
relations, and banifhed from fociety like an
abandoned carcafe, the fight of which ex-
cites horror? Each related thefe particulars
after his own manner, and accompanied
them with thanks; which were the more
fincere in proportion as thefe people were
more nearly connefted with my patient, ei-
ther by the ties of blood or friendfhip.

The procefhion did not ceafe till the -after-
noon of the fecond day, when thefe worthy
Gonaquas took leave of my camp to return
to their horde. I could not help recom-
mending my patient to them in the moft
earneft manner; and I told them that the
care they might ‘take of him would be the
moft flattering mark of efteem and refpect
they could confer upon me. I charged Na-
rina in particular to carry him, in my name,

a {mall provifion of tobacco; I then gave a
D 2 few
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engage their attention lefs than before; and
almoft every moment of their time was em-
ployed in dancing. The people entrufted
with the care of keeping and feeding my
cattle, feemed to perform this bufinefs with
reluctance, and fuffered them to ftray where-
ever they thought proper ; while others ab-
fented themfelves during the night, and re-
turned only in the morning to fleep. 1
thought, however, that it would be good po-
licy in me to wink at thefe petty abufes,
and to bring them all back gradually to their
duty. The heat now began to grow infup-
portable ; the fun, having paffed the equator,
darted his rays perpendicularly upon us, and
{corched us fo much that it would have
been dangerous to expofe ourfelves in the
hotteft time of the day; and my tent, dur-
ing thefe moments, was converted into a
real ftove, which I was obliged to abandon.
Thefe were fufficient motives to induce me
to tranfport my penates to a place better
{haded, under fome thick grove ; but I re-
membered the rendezvous where I ap-
pointed to meet the envoys I had fent to the
Caffres. It might happen that, not finding
me in their return at Koks-Kraal, they

e might
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fmall rivulet interfeted it in the middle,
and difcharged itfelf into the river. All the
huts, to the number of almoft forty, built
upon a fpace about {ix hundred feet {quare,
formed feveral crefcents, and were all con-
neted together by fmall enclofures belong-
ing to each. In thefe every differenc family
{hut up, in the day time, their calves and
their lambs, which are not {uffered to follow
their mothers; and which {fuck only in the
morning and evening, when the women
milk the cows and the fhe goats. Befides
thefe, there were three large enclofures well
fenced round, which were deftined for con-
fining, during the night only, the whole
flocks of the horde.

The huts, conftructed like thofe of the Hc}t-
tentots in the colonies, were eight or nine feet
in diameter, and were covered with ox or theep
{kins, but more commonly with mats, They
had only one opening, very narrow and low;
and it was in the middle of the hut that the
. family kindled their fire. The thick {moke
with which thefe kennels were filled, and
which had no other vent but the door, added
to the {tench which they always retain,
wonld have ftifled any European who might

D 4 have
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are loaded with beads, the more they are
efteemed ; and they even ornament their
bonnets with them.  Thefe bonnets, if pof-
fible, are made of the hide of the Zebra;
becaufe the white {kin of that animal, inter-
fected by brown or black ftripes, gives a kind
of relief to their phyliognomy ; and, as they
themfelves exprefs it, adds fomething more
enticing to their charms. Befides this, they
are more or lefs fumptuous according to the
beads and glafs ornaments which they poflefs,
and with which they encumber their bodies.
They alfo make tiffues, with which they
adorn their legs, in the manner of half-boots.
Thofe who cannot attain to this degree of
magnificence, confine themfelves, efpecially
for the legs, to ornament them with the
fame reeds as thofe of which they make their
mats, or with ox-hide cut into thongs, and
beat into a round form by a mallet. It is
this cuftom which has induced feveral tra-
vellers, copying their accounts from one
another, to fay that thefe people furround
their arms and legs with the inteftines of
animals torn from their bodies as foon as
they are killed ; and that they devour thefe
ornaments in proportion as they become pu-

trid—
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trid—a grofs error, which deferves to be
buried in oblivion with the works by which
it has been propagated. It has fometimes
happened, perhaps, that a Hottentot prefled
by hunger, may have employed this refource
as the only means of preferving his exift-
ence, and devoured both his thongs and his
{andals, but, becaufe the horrors of a fiege
have compelled civilized people to contend
for the vileft food, muft we conclude that
uncivilized nations eat rags and naftinefs?

At firft, thefe bandages of leather and
reeds with which the Hottentots furrounded
there legs were only an indifpenfable pre-
{fervative againft the pricking of briars and
thorns, and the biting of ferpents, which
abound in thefe regions of Africa; but lux-
ury transforms into abufes the moft ufeful
inventions, In place of thofe pieces of fkin
which were fo ferviceable, the women have
fubftituted beads, which, on account of their
fragility, are not of long duration. Thus,
among favages, as among the moft enlight-
ened nations, the wifeft and the beft com-
bined inftitutions are at length perverted and
corrupted. The luxury of the Hottentots,
however ill underftoed it may appear, {ufh-

’ ciently
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fymmetry : and this part of their drefs re-
quires no fmall length of time.

Thefe two colours fo much admired by
the Hottentots, are always perfumed with
the powder of the doughou, which is not
very agreeable to the fmell of an European.
A Hottentot, perhaps, would find our odours
and eflences no lefs infupportable; but the
boughou has over our rouge and paftes the
advantage of not being pernicious to the
ikin, of not attacking and injuring the
lungs; and the female Hottentot, who is
acquainted with neither amber, mufk, nor
benjamin, never knows what it is to be op-
preffled by vapours, fpafms, and the head-
ache.

The men never paint their faces; but I
have often {een them ufe a preparation made
of both colours mixed, to paint the upper lip
as far as the noftrils ; by which they enjoyed
the advantage of continually inhaling the
odour of the fubftance employed for this pur-
pofe. Young girls fometimes favour their
lovers fo far as to apply this paint for them
under the nofe; and on this point they fhew
a kind of coquetry which has a very power-
ful influence over the heart of a Hottentot

novice.
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‘beads ; and this is all that compofes the fur-
niture of the new-born child. Whether the
mother goes to work or to a ball, and even
though fhe dance, fhe never quits her child.
The latter, of which nothing is feen but
the head, never cries or fquawls except
when it has occafion to fuck. The mother
then turns it and draws it on one fide ; nor
is it neceffary for her to untie it, except
when fhe is advanced in years, or has had
{feveral children. Without difplacing the
one fhe carries, the conveys her breaft to it
under her arm, or throws it over her fhoul-
der; the child, fatisfied, then ceafes to Ccry ;
and the nurfe continues her dancing.

When the mother judges that it is in a
condition to crawl and to affift itfelf, fhe
places it on the ground before her hut ; and
by force of creeping it learns the ufe of its
limbs, and from day to day tries to ftand up-
right : one attempt condu&ts to a fecond ;
it becomes bold, and foon acquires fufficient
ftrength to run and to follow its mother.
This method, {fo fimple and natural, is in
my opinion much fuperior to our leading-
ftrings, which crufh and confine the breaft.
The difproportion between the ftrength of

their
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drop. The author whom I have already
quoted is f{trongly inclined to believe all
-thefe rhapfodies on the fimple relation of
the planters, when he fays that thele mar«
riage rites are not deflitute of foundation;
but that this cuftom is no longer praifed
except in the interior part of the kraals,

and never in prefence of the planters,
Kolben has fpoken of this ceremony in
the minuteft manner; and he has even ex-
pofed it to the eyes of his readers in an en~
graving, inorder to give it a kind of authen-
ticity. Other ignorant writers have copied
Kolben, and even the author of the French
tranflation of Dr. Sparmann; to which he
has been pleafed to add, in order to com-
plete the laft volume, I know not what
extra& from A New Syfem of Geography.
I indeed never read any voyage to Africa in
which the abfurd reveries of Kolben have
not been adopted. This plagiarifm, which
difgraces the work of a refpeftable writer,
deferves no credit. 'The dreams of the fe-
dentary traveller who wrote above eighty
years ago, are there related word for word,
not only refpefting the marriage ceremony
of the Hottentots, but alfo concerning their
E 4 reception
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of perhaps ten fortunes in the fame money
cheft, produce here no intrigues, diforder, or
crimes. Parents having no reafons for op-
pofing thofe fentiments of prepoffeflion which
lead a child towards one objec rather than to
another, all marriages being founded on a re-
ciprocal affetion, are always attended with
happinefs ; and as, to preferve them, they
know no other law but love, they have na
other motive for diffolving them but indif-
ference. Thefe unions, formed by fimple na-
ture, are more lafting than might be expeted
amongft thefe thepherds; and their love for
their children renders both the parties every
day more and more neceflary to one another.

The formality of thefe marriages confifts
then in a fimple and f{incere promife of living
together as long as may be agreeable. When
two young pgople enter into this engage-
ment, they inftantly become man and wife ;
and this alliance is certainly not f{olemnized
by thofe ridiculous and filthy afperfions of
which I have fpoken. A few fheep, and
fometimes an ox, are killed to celebrate this
little feftival: the parents give a few cattle
to the young couple ; and the latter conftruét
a hut, and take pofleflion of it the fame

day,
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day, to live there together as long as love
may preferve harmony between them: for,
as I have faid, if any difference arifes in the
family which cannot be reconciled but by a
{feparation, it foon takes place. They quit
one another ; and each feeking a happier fitu-
ation elfewhere, is at liberty to marry again,
Eftablithed order requires that the common
effets thould be divided in an amicable man-
ner : but fhould it happen that the hufband,
in quality of mafter, pretends to retain the
whole, the wife on that account 1s never
deftitute of proteCtors and. {upport; the fa-.
mily ftand up in her defence, and fometimes
the whole horde. Much difputing then en-
fues ; the confequence is that they come to
blows, and the ftronger party give laws to
the other,

The mother takes with her the young
children, efpecially if they be daughters;
the boys, if they be grown up,. follow the
father, and are always on his fide,

Thefe misfortunes, it muft be confefled,
are very rare ; but what is no lefs worthy of
remark, is, that in fuch cafes, as well as in
their other quarrels, there is no law, and no.
eftablithed cuftom, by which good order can

be
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imprefled on the heart of the Gonaquas an
invincible abhorrence of this infamous pro-
ftitution. It fhocks thefe people {fo much,
that a hufband, acquainted with the flighteft
a& of infidelity in his {poufe, may immedi-
~ately put her to death, without running the
rifk of being punifhed forit.

It may be readily judged that this remark
is liable to fome exceptions; and the reader
will recolle with what familiarity the firft
free Hottentots I met mixed among mine :
but, being nearer the colony, example is a
very powerful feducer; and I even confefs
that it would be diflicult, among thefe fa-
vages, for the conjugal knot to refift the
folicitations and coaxing of an FEuropean.
A Hottentot woman, honoured by being
overcome, looks upon her hufband after-
wards with a kind of haughtinefs, and quits
him with contempt. The latter on his fide,
foon becomes comforted, and {uffers himfelf
to be eafily appeafed by trifling prefents:
but even this refource is ufelefs; and, as I
have already faid, in confequence of their
primitive manners being corrupted, they are
lefs fufceptible of jealoufy, and are far from
experiencing its madnefs.

A Go-
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and leave it in this ftate for two days, which
are fufficient to produce a fermentation.
When this begins, they tear off the hair,
which almoft drops of itfelf; and then, by
rubbing, give the fkin a kind of preparation.
It is afterward left for a whole day entirely
covered with leaves of the Hottentot fig-tree,
well foaked and pounded; and when this
operation is finithed; the fibres, and all the
flethy parts that can be perceived, are fcraped
away; till dt length, by force of rubbing it
with mutton greafé, the krofs acquires all
the foftnefs and flexibility of woven cloth.
It may be readily perceived that this pro-
cefs differs very little from thofe employed
by furriers and tanners in Europe ; but, with
whatever ingenuity the Hottentots may pre-
pare their furs and fkins, they will never ap-
proach ours until they have paffed through
the hands of the perfumer.

If the fkin be dry, and, whether it has
been ufed or not, retains the haif; and if a
Hottentot, for want of another, wifhes to
convert it into a krofs for fummer, this la-
bour requires other care, and it becomes
much more tedious and minute. With the
rib bone of a theep he forms a kind of chifel,

which
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as thole made of large brafs wire: They
take fo much care of the latter, and {cour
them fo often, that they become exceed-
ingly brilliant, and retain a moft beautiful
polifh.

‘They are remarkably fond of huntihg ; and
in this' exercife they difplay great dexterity.
Befides gins and {nares, which they place in
convenient {pots to catch large animals, they
lie in wait for them alfo, attack them as{oon
as they appear, and kill them with their
poifoned arrows, or their aflagays. When
an animal is wounded by the former, it in-
- ftantly feels the effets of the poifon, which
coagulates its blood; and it often happens
that an elephant, wounded in this manner,
falls at the diftance of twenty or thirty leagues
from the place where it received the deadly
blow. As foon as an animal expires, they
are contented with cutting away all the fleth
near the wound, which they confider as dan-
gerous; but the reft fuftains no injury from
the force of the poifon. I have often eat
the fleth of animals killed in this manner,
without experiéncing the f{lighteft inconve-
nience; but I muft own that I would not
run the fame rifque with refpe& to animals
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tots are able to throw it much farther: it is
only in a clofe engagement that it can be of
any utility, It has the {fame fhape as a lance
in every other country; but as it is intended
to be thrown at the enemy, or at animals,
the wood of thofe ufed in Africa is much
lighter and weaker, and continues diminifh-
ing in thicknefs to the extremity oppofite to
the iron point. |
The ufe of thefe weapons is very ill under-
ftood ; for the warrior who wields them with
the greateft fkill is alfo the {fooneft difarmed.
The Gonaquas, and all the other Hottentots,
neyver carry but one; and the embarraffment
which they generally caufe, as well as the
little advantage they derive from them, fuf-
ficiently prove that they are not their fa-
vourite means of defence; which may lead
us to conclude that bows and arrows are the
natural and proper arms of a Hottentot. I
have {een {ome of them that difplayed much
addrefs in throwing the affagay; but the
greater part of them are entirely unacquaint-
ed with it. The cafe however is not the
fame with the Caffres, who have no other
weapons ; but of thefe I fhall {fpeak here-

after,
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prodigioufly, fo that the can no longer keep
back her milk, but fuffers it to flow in abun-
dance.

If a calf happens to die, they preferve its
ikin very carefully, and with much addrefs
deceive the fimple inftinct of nature. They
wrap it round the body of another calf; and,
feduced by this artifice, the mother conti-
nues to yield her milk: but this ftratagem
feldom fucceeds beyond the fpace of a month.
Itis a real lofs to a proprietor when a calf
dies; for, if it lives, the cow never ceafes to
oive milk till within fix weeks of her bring-

ing forth again.

 The African cows are abfolutely the fame
fpecies as thofe of Europe, and differ in no
circumftance whatever ; but, according as the
different cantons are good or bad, they ap-
pear fatter or leaner. In general they give
very little milk ; thofe which furnifh three
or four pints a day are extraodinary pheno-
mena. It appears that milk, one of the moft
agreeable gifts of nature, becomes f{carcer,
and dries up almoft entirely, the more one
approaches the warmeft countries. I re-
member that at Surinam, not far from the
Line, a cow which gave three or four pints
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quired confiderable reputation from the fize
of their tails; but this has been greatly ex-
aggerated: their ordinary weight is not above
four or five pounds. During my refidence
at the Cape Town, one of thefe animals was
carried from houfe to houfe as a wonder;
and yet its tail, though much admired, did
not weigh more than nine pounds and a half.
It is abfolutely nothing elfe but a lump of
fat, which has this peculiarity, that when
melted it never acquires the confiftency of
that found in other parts of the animal; it is
a kind of congealed oil, which the Hottentots
prefer to any other for their un&ions, and for
applying that powder which they call boughou.
The planters employ it alfo in frying certain
kinds of meat. 'When mixed with other
grealy fubftances, it becomes hard like but-
ter, and is fubftituted for it, efpecially in
fuch cantons of the colony as are too dry
for breeding cows. On this account it is
called, in the fertile parts of the country,
in pleafantry and by way of derifion, the
butter of fuch or fuch a place: at the
Cape, for example, it is called the butter of
Swart-land, a dry canton in which milk is
exceedingly {carce:

VL. 1L G The
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radith, and is as large as a melon. It has a
moft {weet and agreeable tafte, and is excel-
lent for allaying thirft; a wonderful precau-
tion of nature, in a fcorching climate, where
one is in danger of perithing at every ftep;
and where, at certain feafons, there is not a
fingle {pring at which one could drink.
- Though very common, this root is not ea-
fily found, becaufe at the period of its perfet
maturity, its leaves becorhing withered and
dry, drop off ; and to procure it one muft
have remarked the {pot before.  But by be-
ing a little accuftomed to the country; people
may foon learn to diftinguith the places where
it chiefly grows.

When opprefled by the heat and fatigues
of the day, having my mouth and throat
parched, and my body covered with fweat
and , duft, panting for breath, deprived
of the friendly fhade, and {carcely able to
fupport my own weight, I wifhed to find
{fome . infeftious marfh ; and in that all my
vows were centered-—when my wvain re-
fearches, and the uncealing intenfity of the

fun, had at length deprived me of all hopes—
~ how often then did I congratulate myfelf
upon a precaution which more than one ele-

G 2 gant



84 TRAVELS IN

gant Midas, from relations publifhed with~
out my confent, have turned into ridicule, as
well as my cock; becaufe, among other
filly things, for example, finding always wa-
ter in the Seine, they cannot conceive why
that river does not extend to the defarts of
Africa, but confines its courfe to a very {mall
portion of the earth ; and how one can die
of thirft or hunger, when the markets in the
capital are every where fupplied and abound
with provifions of all kinds—I fay how much
did I congratulate myfelf on poffefling in my
domeftic animals, in appearance the moft
ufelefs, fo excellent guards, and friends fo
neceffary to my prefervation?

In thefe critical moments my faithful Kees
never quitted my fteps; and when we left
our carriages, even for a moment, the force
of his inftin& foon condu&ted him to fome
of thefe plants: but as the tuft which no
longer exifted rendered all his tumbling ufe-
lefs, he dug up the earth with his fore paws.
This refource however would have been far
from fatisfying his impatient avidity, had I
not gone to his affiftance with my poniard;
and on thefe occafions we honeftly fhared the
valuable fruit which he difcovered.

I found
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I found an equal relief in two other roots
of the fize of one’s finger, but exceedingly
long. Thefe roots were fweet and tender;
and, as they had fomething of the fmell of
fennel and anife, I gave them the preference
whenever I was {o fortunate as to find them :
they are to be met with in the colonies,
where they are known, one under the name
of anys-wortel, and the other under that of
. vinkel-wortel.

In the rocky cantons there grows a kind of
potatoe, which the favages call %ag-nap :
it is of an irregular figure, and contains a
milky juice exceedingly {weet. To extra&t
the milk nothing more is neceflary but to
fuck this kind of pulp. I often tried to boil
it, but I always found it of lefs value, as
well as all the reft, becaufe too quick a de-
- compofition of the delicate fubftance which
evaporates, changes its nature, and leaves
what remains very infipid. Some other
roots, when roafted under the athes like
cheftnuts, approached very near to them in
tafte. The wild fruits of this country are
~ very few in number. I never found any
thing of the kind but a few fhrubs, the ber-
ries of which were fo bad that they could

RE"3 * have
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relation which they bore one to another.
This ftudy, which I found very agreeable,
gave me an opportunity of changing my
amufements ; and on returning from one of
my excurfions to the Cape Town I had
formed a colle&ion fo valuable, that Mr.
Percheron, the French agent at the Cape,
~fent it, in my name, for the king’s garden,
addrefled to that refpetable family whofe
name | dare not mention; but whom Nature,
by revealing to them her {fweeteft {ecrets, and
entrufting them with the particular care of
her hidden treafures, hath ranked among her
deareft favourites.  Thefe plants however
did not reach the place of their deftination :
I was informed by the French agent that
the veflel on board which they were, perithed
at fea. I was more fortunate with regard to
the drawings I had made, and which I brought
along with me. An eminent botanift affured
me that he was unacquainted with the greater
part of the plants which they reprefented.
I fhall lay them before the public hereafter.

I now return to details which are eafier
and within my reach, I mean thofe refpeting
my dear Gonaquas. |

By oniy looking at thefe favages, it would

G 4 be
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be difficult to guefs their age. Old people

indeed appear wrinkled, and the extremities
of their hair are a little greyifh, but it never
turns white entirely; and I prefume that
they are very old at feventy,

Thefe favages meafure the year by the
epochs of drought and rainy weather, This °
divifion is common to all the inhabitants of
the tropical regions, and it is fubdivided into
moons; but they never count the days if
they exceed ten, that is to fay the number of
their fingers. Beyond that, they mark the
day or the time by fome remarkable epoch ;
for example, an extraordinary ftorm, an ele-
phant killed, an infetious diftemper among
the cattle, an emigration, &c. The different
parts of the day they diftinguifh by the courfe
of the fun; and they will tell you, pointing with
their finger, he was zbere when I departed,
and bere when I arrived. = This method is far
from being exa&; but, notwithftanding its
want of precifion, it is almoft fufficient for
thefe people, who having no appointments
of gallantry, no law-fuits to attend, no perfi-
dies to commit, no fcandal to propagate, no
occafion meanly to cringe before ignorant
patrons, and no new play to damn, calmly

behold
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behold the fun finifh his courfe, and are un-
der very little uneafinefs whether twenty

thoufand clocks bring mifery to one and hap-
~ pinefs to another.

When the Hottentots are fick, beflides
the ligatures already mentioned, they have
recourfe to fome medicinal plants with which
‘their ufual pra¢tice makes them acquainted.
There are fome men among them of more
knowledge than others in this refpec, and
whom they confult; but as there i1s no {ci-
ence more occult than medicine, and as
internal diforders do not fpeak to the eyes
in a ftriking manner, they are very much
embarrafied how to treat them; they how-
ever impofe as much as we upon {ome victims
by their grimace, and clearly demonftrate,
after the patient is dead, that his difeafe was
incurable. = They are more fuccefsful in
drefling and treating wounds, and even in
reducing luxations or fratures: it is extreme-
ly rare to fee a lame Hottentot.

A fenfe of delicacy in thefe favages makes
them keep themfelves feparate from others
when they are fick.  They are then fcldom
feen, and it would appear that they are
afhamed of having loft their health. It in-
deed never enters the thoughts of a IHotten-

tot
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tot to expofe himfelf in public for the pur-
pofe of exciting pity and procuring relief;
this is a forced method, but ufelefs in a
country where every body is compaffionate.

They have no idea of bleeding, nor of the
advantage which we derive from it. I do
not even believe that there is one perfon
amongft them who would voluntarily fub-
mit to this operation; but, with regard to
the Hottentots of the colonies, as they are
accuftomed to the European manners, they
have alfo received their difeafes and adopted
their remedies.

. The operation perﬂ::rmed by their phyfi-
cians, of which the famous Kolben {peaks,
and the cuftom which he afcribes to the
Hottentots of the defart, of confulting the
entrails of fheep, fufpending the caul of the
animal from the patient’s neck, leaving it
there to rot, and other tales of the like kind,
were undoubtedly written for the vulgar, and
are at beft calculated only to amufe the ignc-
rant. Where there is neither religion nor
worfhip, there can be no fuperftition., It is
ftill lefs agreeable to truth, that in the horde
thefe pretended phyficians hold a rank fupe-
rior to that of their priefts, To be more

exadl,
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exad, the Hottentots are acquainted neither
with phyficians, diftin@ion of rank, nor
priefts; and their language has no word to
exprefs any of thefe things.

To be fenfible how far this vifionary fuf-
fered himfelf to be led away by his imagi-
nation, we need only read in his work, that
a Hottentot phyfician employed Roman vi-
triol to cure a perfon attacked by the le-
profy. How is it poffible that thefe {avages
{hould be acquainted with this falt, which
is not found in their country, {ince it is
produced by a chemical operation? To give
an air of probability to fuch abfurdities, it
would be neceflary at leaft to {fuppofe fome
knowledge amongft thefe people, and to
lend them our arts, our alembics, our fur-
naces, and all our apparatus of pharmacy.

When a Hottentot dies, he is buried in his
worft krofs, and the limbs are difpofed in
- fuch a manner that the body 1is entire-
ly covered. The relations then tranfport
it to a certain diftance from the horde, and
depofiting it in a pit dug for this purpofe,
and which is never deep, cover it with earth,
and then with ftones, if any are to be found
in the neighbourhood. Such a maufoleum

proves






and earth, under which he is buried, is of
greater fize, and more apparent.

If the deceafed was a perfon highly ef-
teemed, the family are in great grief and
confternation ; the night is fpent in cries,
and howlings, mixed with imprecations
againft death; while the friends who arrive
augment this noife, which, at a diftance, one
would take for the intoxication of joy, or
the thrieks of defpair. The figns of their grief
are not however equivocal to thofe who live
in the midft of them: I have feen {ome of
them fhed bitter tears, and in great abun-
dance. :

Dr. Sparmann fays he was witnefs to a
fcene in the colonies, which he relates in the
following manner: “ Two old women fhook
“ and beat with their fifts one of their coun-
“ trymen, who was either dying or already
“ dead, while they loudly poured forth re-
“ proaches, or confoling expreflions, clofe to
“ his ear.” We muft not allow ourfelves to
be deceived by a tale of this kind. Had
thefe women been convinced that the young
man was dead, they would have certainly
exprefled their affetion without that fhaking

and
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abandon them to their unhappy fate, fo that
they die of hunger, if not by the virulence
of the diftemper.

This terror, f{o natural among a favage
people, is in no manner repugnant to that
fincere affe@ion and purity of manners by
which they are diftinguithed. The picture
of the devaftation of their hordes, always
prefent to their imaginations, is a fufhcient
motive to induce them for a moment to
forget the moft facred duties; but one is
fhocked to read in old authors, and to hear a
modern traveller repeat after them, that the
Hottentots, when they take it into their
heads to change their refidence, abandon,
without pity and without regret, their old
men, and every thing that is ufelefs to them,
or that might tend to retard their march. This
affertion ought not to be adduced as a rule,
or a general cuftom : unlefs they find them~
felves in fuch fatal and urging circumftances
as that of which I have juft now fpoken, or
in war, what motives could make them
haften rather than retard their journey? Be-
fides, I can never allow myfelf to think that
a Hottentot can aét in this manner without
long experiencing the deepeft regret.

When
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interrupting the cadence, while with their
voices they accompany the found of the in-
ftruments, and continually chant Aos, Aboo!
This is the general burden of their {ong.
Sometimes one of the dancers quitting the
circle, goes to the centre, and there forms
alone a few fteps after the Englith manner;
all the merit and beauty of which confift in
performing them with equal quicknefs and
precifion, without ftirring from the fpot
where he ftands. After this they all quit
each other’s hands; follow one another care-
lefsly, with an air of terror and melancholy,
their heads leaning to one fhoulder, and their
eyes caft down towards the ground, which
they look at with attention ; and a moment
after they break forth in the livelieft de-
montftrations of joy, and the moft extravagant
merriment. They are highly delighted with
this contraft, when it is well performed.
All this is at bottom but an alternate af-
femblage of very droll and amufing panto-
mimes. It muft be obferved that the dancers
make a hollow and monotonous kind of hum-
ming, which never ceafes but when they
join the fpe@ators, to fing the wonderful
chorus bos, hoo! which appears to be the
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“ fions, his own heart, and nature. 'What he
“ feels we pretend to feel; the {avage there-~
 fore who dances or fings is always happy.”

I have already obferved that the Hotten-
tots never affemble to amufe themfelves but
in the night, as their daily occupations leave
‘them no other time. A particular duty be-
longs to each, which muft be difcharged:
fome muft continually watch over the flocks
{cattered throughout the fields, not only to
prevent them from ftraying, but to prote&t
them from the attack of ravenous animals,
which are continually lying in wait for them ;
others muft keep them clean, and milk them
twice a day; fome muft weave mats, and col-
le& dry wood for their evening fires; and
others muft provide fubfiftence, and fearch
for roots. Thefe laft occupations belong
principally to the women ; whilft the men, on
their part, go a hunting, infpect the fnares
which have been laid in different places, and
form arrows, and all the other inftruments
which they have occafion for. Though thefe
inftruments, and all thofe works that come
from their hands, are in general coarfe and
clumfy, they require a good deal of time and
pains, becaufe they are deftitute of a number

of
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able among a certain horde, of whom I fhall
foon have occafion to fpeak. I fay it is fa-
thionable; for, inftead of being the gift of
nature, it ought to be confidered as one of
the moft monftrous refinements ever invented
by I know not what coquetry, altogether
peculiar to a certain {mall corner of the
world.

Some old authors have faid that the fami-
lies of the {avages {leep all promifcuoufly to-
gether, in the fame hut; and are neither ac-
quainted with difference of age, nor that in-
vincible horror which feparates beings con-
nected by blood. Thefe favages indeed, con-
fined to whatis firictly neceflary, have never
thought of preferving, under an apparent de-
cency, all the turpitude of unnatural incli-
tions; and feparate apartments for brother
and fifter, mother and {on, are not to be
found among them. But to conclude, be-
caufe they have only one habitation, one bed,
and one mat to repofe on, after the labours
of the day, that they live like the brutes,
would he to calumniate innocence, and offer
an infult to nature. There is only one ill-
informed or malevolent auther who has
fuffered himfelf to give credit to thefe infa-
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I have already faid that too much inter-
courfe with the whites has ruined and cor-
rupted their manners; and of the truth of
this affertion the Hottentots of the colonies
are a f{triking example; thofe of the defart,
being nothing different in nature, will per-
haps yield one day to feduction, {hould it hap-
pen to reach them, and will fuffer them{elves
to be led away by the force of example.
When Dr. Forfter, in his Poyage round the
World with Captain Cook, informs us that
the women of Eafter llles were /Jafcrvous
courtezans, he does not conceal from us that
the failors gave themielves up openly and
without thame to the moft infamous debau-
chery with them ; but we ought to add, with-
out any hefitation, that the women of favage °
nations, once vifited by corrupted Europeans,
and too well acquainted with their perverfe
inclinations, proftitute themielves to all thofe
who choofe to enjoy them, and gratify their
tafte, doubtlefs from a dread of the barbarous
cruelties which the whites are capable of
commiting.

In all places wherever a defire of informa-
tion induced me to enter upon this fubject
with fuch women as I met in the courfe of

I2 my
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debted for them to nature: in him love is a
very confined want, and he does not convert
it, as in civilized countries, into a tumultu-
ous paflion, which carries diforder and de-
ftruction along with it. In vain fhould I
attempt, after the example of Buffon, to era-
dicate this fever of the mind, this difeafe of
exalted imaginations. I fhall not break to
pieces an altar loaded with the rich gifts of
poets and romance writers ; I fhould have too
powerful antagonifts to combat: and the di-
vinity who owes his birth to fuch beautiful
chimeras, would let loofe his votaries againft
me, nor ever forgive me for this impious fa-
crilege. |
A phyﬁngndmiﬂ, or, if the reader choofes,
a modern wit, would entertain his company
by affigning to the Hottentot, in the {cale of
beings, a place between man and the ourang-
outang. I cannot however confent to this
fyltematic arrangement; the qualities which
I efteem in him wiil never fuffer him to be
degraded {o far ; and I have found his figure
fufhiciently beautiful, becaufe I experienced
the goodnefs of his heart, It muft indeed
be allowed that there is {pmething peculiar
jn his features, which in a certain degree
Pe feparates
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out as foon as it appears. This gives him an
effeminate look ; which, joined to the natu-
ral mildnefs of his charafer, deftroys that
commanding fiercenefs common to all men
in a ftate of nature, and which has acquired
them the proud title of kings.

- With regard to proportion of body, a Hot-
tentot is as perfect as if caft in a mould. His
gait is graceful and agile; and all his mo-
tions, which are eafy, feem very different
from thofe of the American favages, who
appear only to have been fketched out by the
hand of nature.

The women, with more delicacy of fea-
tures, exhibit the fame chara&eriftic marks
in their figure: they are equally well made.
Their breafts, admirably placed, have a moft
beautiful form, while in the bloom of youth;
and their hands are {mall, and their feet ex-
ceedingly well fhaped, though they never
wear fandals. The {found of their voice is
foft ; and their idiom, pafling through the
throat, 1s not deftitute of harmony. When
they ipeak, they employ a great many gef-
tures, which give power and gracefulnefs to
their arms.

The Hottentots, being naturally timid, are

I4 - confe-~
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confequently not at all an enterprifing people.
Their phlegmatic coolnefs, and their {ferious
looks, give them an air of referve, which
they never lay afide, even at the moft joyful
moments ; while, on the contrary, all other
black or tawny nations give themfelves up
to pleafure with the livelieft joy, and without
any reftraint.

A profound indifference to the affairs of
life inclines them very much to inaivity
and indolence: the keeping of their flocks,
and the care of procuring a fubfiftence, are
the only obje&ts that occupy their thoughts.
They never follow hunting as fportfmen, but
like people opprefled and tormented by hun-
ger. In fhort, forgetting the paft, and being
under no uneafinefs for the future, they are
ftruck only with the prefent; and it is that
which alone engages their attention.

They are however the beft, the kindeft,
and the moft hofpitable of people. Whoever
travels among them may be affured of find-
ing food and lodging ; and though they will
receive prefents, yet they never afk for any
thing. If the traveller has a long journey to
accomplifh, and if they learn from the infor-
mation he requires that there are no hopes of

hig
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his foon meeting with other hordes, that
which he is going to quit fupply him with
provifions as far as their circumftances will
allow, and with every thing elfe neceffary for
his continuing his journey, and reaching the
place of his deftination.

Before the arrival of the Europeans at the
Cape, the Hottentots were not acquainted
with commerce, and perhaps they had no
idea even of barter ; but, on the appearance of
tobacco and toys, they were foon initiated
into a part of the mercantile myfteries.
Thefe objeéts, which at firft were only
agreeable novelties, by length of time have
become wants. When thefe articles grow
{carce among them, they are {upplied by the
Hottentots of the colonies; for it is proper
to obferve, that however eager they may be
to get fuch trifles into their poffeflion, they
do not take the trouble to go one ftep in
fearch of them themfelves, and they choofe
rather to do without them: an ufeful lef-
fon to thofe who drag out a miferable exift-
ence In continual agitation by purfuing
thadows. '

- Such are thefe people, or at leaft fuch did
they appear to me, in all the innocence of

manners,
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what refources and to what means will not
beneficence have recourfe! and how great is
its ingenuity, when it withes to diffufe its.
bleflings ! I was very much aftonifhed when,
perceiving that they preferved the liquor
without ﬁvallawing it, I faw them all approach
their companions, who had received no fhare,
and diftribute it to them with their mouths,
in the {fame manner as the tender birds of
heaven feed their young with their bills.
* This unexpeded altion, I confefs, threw me
into great agitation, and I remained aftonifh-
ed : for, on the fight of this affecting {cene,
what heart is there {o unnaturally hardened
as would not have melted into tears? Filled
with admiration and refpet, and moved to
the bottom of my foul, I threw myfelf into
the arms of the chief, who like the reft had
- juft fhared his liquor with thofe who fur-
rounded him, and 1 bedewed his venerable
perfon with my tears. Ye fine prattlers, ye
elegant coquettes, perfumed with amber and
muik, exclaim as ye pleafe, and exhibit your
charming grimaces! Diforders of the fto-
mach, vapours, and all the evils of debili-
tated health, the ufual confequences of a

| debauched
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“all things, the approach of an Almagro, a
“ Pizarro, a Cortez, and of the bloody ftole
“ of the Vanverdes.” |

In an uncivilized flate man is naturally
good ; why then fhould the Hottentot be an
exception to this general rule ? It is not juft
to accufe him of cruelty; he is only re-
vengeful. Too {enfible of the evil done him,
what can be more natural than to repel force
by force? It becomes us well to enjoin the
children of nature to pradtife our hcitious
virtues, when their names are {carcely known
to us, and no one undertakes to follow what
they prefcribe. Even the law of retaliation,
the only one in ufe before we thought of
being philofophers, what elfe is it but the
right of rendering injury for injury, and of
taking away the lives of thofe who do not
{cruple to attempt ours ?

Should the favages of Africa or America
take it into their heads, fome day, that they
live miferable, deprived of our arts, riches,
and all the refources of our genius ; and, unit-
ing together in arms, fhould haften to inun-
date Europe, and to drive us from our pof-
feflions, with what countenances could we
receive thefe barbarians, and by what fuf-

ferings






AFRICA. 127

that followed him, made the iflanders take up
arms againft him. Thofe failors made free
with the women, and even dared to lay their
hands upon them whenever they had an op-
portunity., This was too much for them to
be filent any longer; nothing could ftop
thefe incenfed favages. The commander is
obferved through the fmoke of cannon, and
amidit the noife of threatening artillery;
they feize upon him; and he is maflacred,
even in fight of his foldiers, becaufe he did
not reprefs their diforders in time.

The firft fentiment with which people who
travel among favages ought to infpire them
is  confidence: to gain theirs, one muft be
kind and humane ; muft never take advan-
tage of their weaknefs, or employ threats;
and muft never feem terrified by their ap-
pearance : when nothing is required from
them, they will grant every thing. People
ought to have {fo much command over their
paflions as to obferve the firi¢teft continence,
and not to feek after their women. If they
are jealous, they will become implacable ene-
mies ; if they are not, their condefcenfion
with regard to you, in this refpe, places

them too much on a level, and you lofe in »

their
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their eyes that ufeful fuperiority by which
they were at firft dazzled. Though this
paffion fhould not be general, there are al-
ways fome individuals tormented by it; and.
it is juftly obferved that the nations leaft
fubje& to it are the moft diffolute in their
manners, and the fartheft removed from na-

ture. |
To make one’s felf known to the favages
with advantage, fuperiority of ftrength muft
be the laft thing which you avail yourfelf
of ; for it is not natural for mankind to be
fufpicious of thofe whom they do not fear.
However, in following thefe precautions,
people ought to prefervea calm and ferene
air ; and, when they travel among them, never
to employ their arms, or fhew the ufe of
them, but in order to render them a fervice,
either by procuring them game, or de-
firoying fuch ferocious animals as are ene-
mies to their flocks. After this you may
quit a horde in perfe& fecurity, certain
of leaving regret behind you; and gratitude
will continually recal you to their remem-
brance. Many among them will feparate
from you with reluftance; they will quit
their companions to accompany you; and
will
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will condu&t you to another horde, among
whom from the favourable teftimony given
of you by your guides, you may be affured
of finding the fame love, the fame defire to
ferve you, the fame entertainments, and all
that hofpitable care which always proceeds
from confidence. With thefe peaceful prin-
ciples {fo agreeable to my difpofition, I tra-
verfed a fmall part of an immenfe quarter
of the globe; and I might have traverfed
the whole of Africa in the {fame manner,
had I not been ftopped by infurmountable
obftacles, which all my zeal could not over-
come, and which it would be ufelefs to give
an account of here.

It was alfo from thefe maxims that I was
every day more and more convinced that a
traveller cannot affociate any one with him
in fuch an enterprife, without running the
rifque of rendering it abortive. I was certain
of my own manner of viewing dangers, and
of the means I had to guard againft them.
Surrounded by people and friends equal in
power, in perilous {ituations, I could not have

attered myfelf with the hopes of inducing
them all to follow my opinion; the foolith
obftinacy of one might have occaflioned the
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The continual care and attention beftowed
by the Gonaquas on their drefs, fufficiently
prove that they are fond of cleanlinefs: all,
therefore, that can be faid, is, that it is ill
underftood ; and even before we proceed fo
far, it might be neceflary to enquire whe-
ther they are not obliged to boughou them-
{elves in this manner, either on account
of the temperature of the climate, or from
a want of thofe refources which nature
has not pointed out to them. Their clothes,
indeed, are only the [poils taken from fa-
vage animals; but, as I have already {hewn,
.they do not negle&, as {fome have pretended,
to clean and prepare them before they em-
ploy them for making drefles.

A Haottentot is neither poor nor.miferable.
He is not poor, becaufe his defires never ex-
ceeding his knowledge, which is very li-
mited, he never feels the fpur of neceflity.
Mifery is a point of comparifon of which he
has no conception: a camplete uniformity,
and the fame refources, rendering the lot of all
perfe&tly equal, when abundance prevails, they
are all happy, and in times of fecarcity they are
all in the like manner expofed to want. The
difgufting contraft of riches maunted on a
| K 3 golden
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they imagine themfelves fuperior to them
though they are defpifed at the Cape, where
it is not even ufual to baptife them. The
chara&ter of thefe people partakes more of
that of an European than of a Hottentot:
they have more courage and more adivity
than the latter, and labour never difcourages
them; but, being more impetuous and more
enterprifing, they are alfo more mifchievous
and wicked. It is not uncommon to fee
them affaflinate their mafters, to whom they
have fold their fervices; and it is they ra-
ther than the negroes, who appear foremoft
in devifing a&ts of treachery, which they
commit every day in the plantations, The
Hottentot, too mild, and too void of paflions,
to enter into atrocious enterprifes, would
not have fufficient ftrength to carry them
into execution; the moft cruel treatment is
not even capable of infpiring him with an
idea of this kind. In a word, the planter
who has Hottentots only in his fervice may
fleep foundly, affured that he will foon be in+
formcd of danger, fhould any threaten him.

Thele baffard whites are robuft and well
made; their {Kin is of a clearer yellow than

that



AFRICA. 137

that of the Hottentots, and has the colour of
dried lemon peel: it is very difagreeable to
the fight.  Their hair is black, much longer,
and lefs frizzled. Intercourfe with women
of this new breed, as may naturally be fup-
pofed, produces a fpecies ftill whiter, whofe
hair is alfo much lefs frizzled; and though,
by thus proceeding gradually, there is at
length no fenfible difference between them
and the Europeans in their hair and the white-
nefs of their fkin, the prominence of the
cheek bones is ftill remarkable, This is one
indelible characeriftic, which may be ob-
ferved even after the fourth generation. |

The union of the Hottentot women with
the negroes, gives birth to a race {till fupe-
rior to thofe of whom I have fpoken. They
are much taller and better made, and their
figure is more agreeable and engaging. Their
colour, which holds a mean between the
black of the father and the olive tint of the
mother, is much lefs offenfive to the fight ;
their moral and phyfical qualities are alfo
very different. They are much fought after,
on account of their being capable of great
labour ; but what above all renders them of
the higheft valuye is, that to much a&ivity,

without
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vices they have performed, either as {oldiers
or failors, eftablith themfelves at the Cape
in virtue of a permiffion granted them by
government ; {o that the meaneft and moft
worthlefs of the planters always confider a
{kilful failor, or brave foldier, as a being in
fome manner degraded, and unworthy of
being conne&ted with them. by marriage;
and even the daughter of fuch a planter,
educated in the {fame principles, would rather
perith in mifery, than become the companion
for life of one of thefe defenders of their
country.

In fuch circumftances, a brave failor or
foldier, fubjected like all other men to the
wants and imperious laws of nature, more

powerful ftill in warm than in temperate
: climates, being unable to affociate himfelf
with a white woman who would render him
happy, has no other refource but to unite
with a female Hottentot. Hence proceeds
that immenfe number of baftard whites, who
at prefent {fwarm all over the colonies. The
turbulent blood of the Europeans circulates
and ferments in their veins; and diftur-
_ bances may every moment refult from it,

which the planters, too widely difperfed to

unite
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been the principal objet of the very fevere
education I received.

The Hottentot language has no refemblance,
as feveral ancient authors pretend, “ to the
¢ gabbling of turkeys when they fight, to
“ the cry of the magpye, or the {creaming
“ of an owl;” much lefs do its founds imi-
tate the cry of the bat, according to Pliny
and Herodotus: to judge that it cannot re-
~ femble all thefe things at the fame time, we
need only compare with one another all its
different aflimilations. It is equally falle,
that, to hear Hottentots converfling together,
one would take them for a company of f{tam-
merers, From all thefe aflertions, which
are abfolutely contraditory and deftroy each
other, we are naturally led to think that no
traveller, who has fpoken of the Hottentot
language, has fo carefully ftudied it as to
give a clear and precife idea of it; and con-
- {equently, without enquiring into the caufes
of their profound ignorance, I may affert
that they have been as really deceived them-
{elves as they have deceived others.

This language, notwithftanding its fingu-
larity, and the difficulty of pronouncing it,
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penfable figns that precede or feparate the

| words, and without which they would have
- mo clear or precife meaning.

Thefe clappings are of three kinds, all
very different from each other. The firft,

- which T fhall diftinguith by this mark (a),

the fimpleft, fofteft, eafieft to be executed,
and that which is moft ufed, is performed by
prefling the tongue to the palate, againft

 the incifive teeth, while the mouth is thut ;

then, by quickly detaching the tongue, and
opening the mouth at the fame time, this
clapping is heard; which is nothing elfe
jthan that fmall noife, very familiar to us,
 when, haraffed by a tirefome perfon, we

with to fhew, without fpeaking, that we
have loft all patience.

The fecond clapping (v) is more fonorous
than the firft. It is fufficient, in order to
form it, to detach the tongue from the mid-
dle of the palate, and to imitate the noife
which grooms employ to make a horfe go
fafter. In this cafe no force is neceflary, but
fimply to detach the tongue, and the found
is produced of itfelf. Were the found too
diftind, it would be impoffible, or at leaft

ol T very






the ear of an European, and very difficult to
be acquired. Such indeed they appeared to
‘me at firft, but one foon becomes accuftomed
to them ; and I can affert that this language,
upon the whole, is not deftitute of harmony,
and that in the mouth of a Hottentot woman
it has its charms, as the German has its
beauties in that of an amiable Saxon lady.

I am of opinion that, if people thould at-
tempt to {tudy this language from the voca-
‘bularies hitherto publithed, and to {peak it
without being otherwife inftructed in its prin-
ciples, they would lofe themfelves in words
void of fenfe, and the refult would be nothing
elfe but confufion—a difgufting chaos, in
which the harafled imagination would find
only ridiculous abfurdity.

There are a few words indeed which may
be employed without this clapping of the
tongue, but fuch exceptions are very rare.

To prove how neceflary thefe different
founds produced by the tongue are to fhew
the fignification of the words, and how they
determine the {ynonimes and different mean-
ings, I fhall give an example, as it will ren-
der this {ubjet much eafier to be compre-
hended, In the Hottentot language adp fige

L3 nifies
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language in fuch a manner as to be read and
pronounced with that precifion which is ne=
ceffary. It would firft of all be requifite to
form a particular alphabet for it; and to ac-
cuftom onefelf to thefe clappings, would be
the principal ftep towards fuccefs. But as the
ftudy of this language will never form a part
of the education of our young men of fortune,
who have no defire for being fent fo far to
leain how to behave in polite company ; and
as, on the other hand, it would be of no uti-
lity to fatigue the reader by a tirefome dic-
tionary, which he would not read ; I fhall
fupprefs it, and for the fatisfadtion of the cu-
rious -give a few words only which concern
natural hiftory.

Should any naturalift be defirous of travel-
ling through the {ame country, it would be
of great advantage to him to be able to name
to the Hottentots any animal, or other ob-
jec, which he might wifh to procure. An
exa& vocabulary of thofe things which might
principally engage his attention, would un-
doubtedly be found ufeful to him, and can-
not even here difpleale any one. I{hould have
thought myfelf very happy had any traveller
before me fmoothed the firft difficulties of
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From what I have faid of the manners and
fimplicity of this nation, one may be ealily -
convinced that their language is poor, and
that before the arrival of the Europeans it
muft have been ftill poorer. The latter in-
troduced new objes, to which it was necef-
fary to give names; and on this account the
Hottentots of the colonies have expreilions
neither ufed nor underftood by the favage
Hottentots, 1o whom the greater part of
thefe objelts are unknown.

However this may be, there is always in
this language a great affinity between the
thing and the word by which it is diftin-
guithed. For example, they call a fufee
a-ka-booup ; and, by the manner in which
it ought to be pronounced, the clapping of
the tongue, and the firft fyllable 2-£4, imitate
the noife of the cock when it falls, and that
of the opening of the pan; in fhort, the
~word bosup conveys, in a ftriking manner, an
idea of the explofion or report. In general
the Hottentot language is very expreflive;
and as thefe people, when they fpeak, always
gefticulate, and reprefent in pantomime what-

ever they fay, a fuperficial knowledge of
their

-
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their plot. I however difcovered, that of
twenty-five confpirators there were not two
who concurred in opinion: thofe whom I
had engaged in my fervice in the courfe of
my journey, {faw no great difficulties in this
fecret departure; but thofe whom I had en-
gaged at the houfe of Mr. Mulder, in the
country of Auteniqua, and at the Cape un-
der the aufpices of the fifcal, doubted much
whether they fhould return or not to the
town. In a word, they could neither agree
among themfelves, nor form any refolution.
They accufed me of having facrificed the
envoys; and indeed it muft be owned that
their long abfence appeared extraordinary.
From what Hans told me, three or four days
at moft were fufficient for them to go to the
refidence of king Pharoo; and allowing as
many for them to ftay there, and the fame
number to return, I found, by this plain cal-
culation, that more than double the time
necellary for the journey had already elapfed.
I therefore began to imagine that fome acci-
dent had befallen them, or that the fufpicions
of the Caffres had proved fatal to thefe un-
happy people. I did not however lofe all
hopes of fecing them again; but I remained

wauering
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wavering in uncertainty, neither knowing
what to think nor what orders to give to the
reft of my troop, to put an end to their dif-
putes and uneafinefs. My brave Klaas was
of opinion that we ought ftill to wait, and to
fuffer fuch of my mutinous attendants as
fhewed moft impatience and ill humour to
depart when they thought proper.

In the mean time I affumed an air of tran-
quillity, and continued my hunting excur-
fions as ufual; but a fecret impulfe condut-
ed me, as it were mechanically, to that quar-
ter in which I hoped to fee my deputies ar-
rive. In the evening, being quite dejected
becaufe they had not appeared, I returned to
my camp, in order to recommence the fame
ufelefs and melancholy walk next morning.
Thus do we {port with the imagination, when
we are in hopes of finding the objet that
we ardently wifh for.

One evening at length Klaas came, and
fhut himfelf up with me in my tent, in order
to give the finithing ftroke to my uneafinefs,
by informing me that he had loft every hope,
and that Hans and his companions were
without doubt aflaffinated ; #that the fufees,
ammunition, and arms which they carried
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longer touched the earth; he meafured my
height, ftood clofe by my fide, and feemed
tofay, Inwhatam linferiortoyou?

His own countrymen were no lefs charm-
ed with his fuccefs: they fixed their eyes
upon me, and endeavoured to difcover by my
looks what effect this fpecimen nf {kill had
produced in my mind.

I had afterwards feveral opportunities of
obferving, that thefe people want nothing
but an able chief at their head, and good or-
der eftablithed among them, to deftroy the
Hottentot nation, and all the colonics; but
the fuperiority of our arms will render their
courage and dexterity of no avail, whilft they
- have no other weapons for their defence but
aflagays,

After drawing his lance from the body of
the animal, the young Caffre ftruck the iron
point of it feveral times into the fand, and
carcfully wiped it with 4 handful of grafs.

I was extremely forry that I could not ex-
plain myfelf properly to thefe ftrangers; the
. length of time required for interpretation,
and perhaps the narrow conception of the
interpreter, excited my impatience to fuch 2
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and it was then that, taking the whole blame,
I juftly reproached myfelf for occafioning
the fenfible coolnefs I remarked among my
people, which my too great precipitation
had given rife to; and I regretted that I
had very unfeafonably ftopped at Bruyntjes-
Hoogte, to folicit the affiftance of all the
planters, who by their fpeeches frightened
my people, and difturbed the harmony of
my caravan: {o true it is that the fuccefs of
every enterprife depends upon fecrecy.

At this time I indeed faw nothing to
alarm me: for we had too great a fuperio-

rity over our guefts, both in ftrength and in
~arms, had it been neceflary to have recourfe to
violence, the laft means which ought to be em-
ployed with favages. I had no occafion to be
apprehenfive of any furprife on their part, as
the fpot I had afligned them was fo fituated
that the fmalleft attempt would have occa-
fioned their deftru@®ion ; but this did not
prevent me from redoubling my precautions
and feverity, both to keep my people to their
duty, and to convince my guefts that they
could neither attack me openly, nor by ftra-
tagem, with any hopes of fuccefs. IfI ex-
- cept two of my chaffeurs whom I every day
Vor. II. N fent
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not be happy except when furrounded by
carnage and flaughter, in, hopes of firring
up the flames of war, and reviving ancient
quarrels, thought proper to procure from the
town a few gun-barrels, which were of no
more value than old iron. Having eafily found
means to exchange them with the Caffres, who
are always in want of fuch things, before he
delivered them he fpiked up the touch-holes,
put a double charge of powder into each of
them, and filled them with nails and pieces of
iron, which he rammed into them up to the
mouth. The unhappy favages, who were
not acquainted with fire-arms but from their
effects, and who knew nothing of their me-
chanifm, carried home their barrels, and pre-
pared to form them into affagays. The fires
being kindled, and the fatal barrels put into
them, as {oon as they grew hot the powder
took fire, and produced a dreadful explofion,
which in a moment fcattered the immenfe
furnace, the workmen, and their infiruments;
and even wounded a great many who ftood
at a confiderable diftance. Oneg of them who
told me this circumftance, of which the
whole horde were witnefles, made me count
the wounds he received by this tragical ex-
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delicacy. Its fat had a more folid confift
ence, but it was not {o thick as that of the
females, which differs in nothing from what
we call in France petit falé ; but, aboveall, it
was difguftingly rancid, except for the palate
of a Hottentot. The Caffres, who are not {o
fond of greafe as the Hottentots, fet no great
value upon it, and preferred the flefh of their
oxen. Even the fheep did not tempt them ;
and this may {ufficiently account for their
never breeding any of thefe animals.

I had not yet taken a near view of the
horned cattle which they brought along with
them, becaufe at break of day they ftrayed
to the thickets and paftures, and were not
brought back by their keepers till the even-
ing. One day, however, having repaired to
their kraal very early, I was much furprifed
when I firft beheld one of thefe animals, 1
fcarcely knew them to be oxen and cows:
not on account of their being much {maller
than ours, fince 1 obferved in them the {ame
form, and the fame fundamental chara&erif~
tics, in which I conld not be deceived ; but
on account of the multiplicity of their horns,
and the variety of their different twiftings.
They had a great refemblance to thofe ma-
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circumftance of a fcene, which was equally
new to me as well as to thefe favages.

The Caffres forge and fabricate their own
aflagays ; but, asthey are not acquainted with
any of the properties of iron except its mal-
leability, their art does not extend fo far as
to caft it; and on this account they muft
have that which has been already wrought.
They are wonderfully expert in applying to
their own purpofes old gun barrels, hoops,
and other pieces of iron. Their aflagays are
of two kinds: in one the handle is entirely
of iron, and perfectly round; the other,
which is more fkilfully, I ought rather to
fay cruelly, formed, has a fquare handle, and
two of the angles are full of notches inclin-
ing downwards, whilft thofe of the two al«
ternate ones incline in a contrary direGion ;
which occafions a dreadful laceration in the
fleth, whether they enter the body or are ex-
tracted from it. Their patience cannot fail
to excite admiration, when one thinks that
with a block of granite, or even common
rock, which ferves them for an anvil, and
a piece of the fame fubftance for a hammer,
they fabricate arms as well finifhed as if they
had come from the hands ‘of the moft fkil-
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as far as the fea, might therefore juftly alarm
men deftitute of firmnefs and intrepidity;
but at this time [ could fee nothing in their
refufal except obftinacy and difobedience,
and a certain {pirit of diforder, which in-
{pired them 'with a diflike for the tedioufnefs
and fatigue of fo long a journcy, Other
caufes, which I did not then know, and
which I difcovered too late, contributed alfo
to the {ame end.

Being, however, determined to follow my
own plan, and wifthing to be accompanied
only by people who had never dared to {hew
the leaft figns of difobedience, who could
boaft of having fubje@ed obftacles to my
pleafure, and who had never diQated to their
chief, as maxims of prudence, what were
only the precautions of their fear and pufilla-
nimity, 1 tormented my imagination, if I
may fo exprefs it, and made a thoufand ef-
forts to devife fome means of extricating
myfelf from my difagreeable fituation,

I depended upor. Klaas as on myfelf, and
I was equally fure of old Swanepoel and my
hunter Zean, who had followed me from
Milk-Valley, and who killed for me the
firft tzeiran or blue antelope : Pit and Adam

WCEre






AFRICA. | 203

ftood, he faid, from fuch part of the conver-
fation of thefe villains as he could overhear,
that the whites knew of the arrival of the
Caffres at my camp, and of their refidence
there; that they all murmured on this ac-
count, and were aftonithed that I {hould re-
ceive their moft inveterate enemies with {o
much cordiality. Klaas ftrongly urged me to
be on my guard until he thould learn more;
requefting me, above all, to be extremely cau-
tious of trufting one of my people, named
Slinger, whom he believed to be privy to
their defigns, and to co-operate {ecretly with
the four emiffaries.

Filled with indignation at the audacioui-
nefs of thefe people, and the affurance which
they had to enter my camp, I ordered them
immediately to be brought before me. By
their timid and embarraflfed gait, 1 could
eafily perceive their guilt; and I afked them,
in a ftern manner, by whofe orders they had
dared to introduce themfelves among my
people, and to conceal themfelves without
letting me know, as if they hoped to efcape
- dete@ion. This fpeech, delivered rather in
a har(h tone, my threats of infliting inftant
punithment wpon them, and the paflion

with
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came much more compofed; but when he -
‘informed them that the planters had taken
fhelter fo near us, they were plunged into
the utmoft diftrefs. They imagined that,
being informed by the four fpies, whom I
had difmifled, of their abode with me, thefe
treacherous and vindictive white men wculd
immediately haften to attack them, and to
deftroy them even in my camp. In vain did
I endeavour to allay their fears, by affuring
them that they were perfectly fafe, and that
I would fupport and prote& them. I no
longer beheld in them that open and fincere
~ joy which proceeds from tranquillity of mind.
They conferred much more than ufual with
one another and appeared as if they were
concerting meafures together, and withed
only to depart, in order that they might fly
from the danger that threatened them. Hans,
who had accompanied them that evening
when they retired to their kraal, confefled to
me next morning, that they fufpected him
to be a traitor who had enticed them to me
to be butchered, and that, confequently, I
myfelf was not free from fufpicion; that
they remembered one of thefe four baftard
whites to have often vifited their country, un-
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nourably as I withed ; that, except iron, every
thing I poffeffed was at their fervice; that
I would give them a proof of this before
their departure: and, to foften the harfh-
nefs of my refufal, I added, that being de-
firous of continuing in friendfhip with the
whole world, and of obferving, both towards
them and the planters, thdt ftri& neutrality
which I had always profefled, I was ready,
upon every occafion, to give the fame anfwer
to their enemies, fhould they, when in want
of arms or ammunition, come to implore my
affiftance in order to continue the war.
Though this anfwer and the fubfequent
explanation were clear and precife, thefe fa-
vages, who are never difcouraged by the firft
refufal, returned to the charge, and renewed
their importunities more than once; but
my refolution was formed, and upon this
head T was inexorable. I was too well ac-
quainted with the exaggerating difpofition of
the planters, who would not have failed to
accufe me of perfidy for the leaft article ex-
torted from me by their importunity, and
for fhewing weaknefs or condefcenfion in
fuch a delicate conjun@ure. I do not doubt
that they would have even gladly embraced
vou: IL P this
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his companions had in attempting to prevail
on me to give them old iron. Neither
my prefents, nor the prnrmfesl made of
leaving him at liberty to depart in cafe he
{hould not find his fituation agrecable with
me, had any effe¢t upon him. He withftood
my {olicitations with fo much firmnefs, that
I loft all hopes of having any influence over
him: “ I know the whites too well,” faid
he to me; ¢ they' have done us much hurt,
“ and fill continue their injuries: were I
“ fimple enough to follow you, in vain fhould
“ I require you to fulfil your promifes: I
“ fhould never be permitted to {fee my coun-
“ try again.” From the very juft prejudices
entertained by his nation, who in the time
of peace had {ometimes frequented Bruyntjés-
Hoogte, he was afraid of being treated in the
fame manner as the planters who inhabit that
part of the country treat their {laves; and had
he, from an attachment towards me, yielded
with a good grace, and confented to follow
me, he was not aflured, he faid, that I
* fhould always have it in my power to protect
~ him, and to fend him back fafe. I did every
thing I could to deftroy this prejudice, tell-

ing hlﬂl that he ought not to confound all
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happened ; but as they were eftablifhed to
the north-weft, and ftill more diftant from
the fea, they could tell me nothing certain -
refpe@ing that unhappy cataftrophe. They
had indeed feen the greater part of the ef-
feGs carried away from the wreck of the vef-
fel; for feveral hordes had bartered them for
cattle, and even thofe who were in my camp
had fome of thefe things in their poffeffion.
One of them fhewed me a piece of filver
coin, which was fulfpended from his neck;
another wore a {fmall fteel key; and they def-
cribed, in the beft manner they could, a
trinket which they had divided into pieces.
I readily guefled that it muft have been a
watch, the wheels and other works of which
they had converted into ornaments. I was
fully convinced that my conjecture was right,
when having produced mine they all cried
out that it was the fame thing, except in co-
lour, which they faid refembled the piece of
money fufpended from the neck of their
companion. They added, that the moft
beautiful articles procured from the thip had
fallen into the hands of a numerous body of
Caffres who lived near the fea; that, above
all, they had in their pofleflion a great deal
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tachment to plunder my camp, and maflacre
thofe whom I had left to defend it. When I
refleted on the numberlefs barbarities com-
mitted by the whites, I determined to be on
my guard againft thefe favages, from whom I
fhould have had nothing to fear under any other
circumftances; and on this account alfo I laid
it down as an eftablithed rule, which I ob-
{erved with the utmoft rigour, never to per-
mit any ftranger to enter my camp in the
night-time. Old Swanepoel took care that
this regulation fhould be ftritly followed:
we always flept feparately, immured in our
enclofures, and no one was even fuffered to
go out during the night, as the favages al-
ways chofe that time to atttack the whites,
who were eafily perceived, and could be {een
at a diftance, ofi acecount of their clothes. As
my abfence would have been publicly known
among thefe Caffres, I fhould have been very
uneafy for the fate of thofe whom I left at
my camp; but as I concealed from them the
precife time of my departure, I thought they
would conclude, that when I {et out I would
jeave nothing behind me; for I had told them
that I intended to fend back my carriages
t0 the colonies. )
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the three, who had readily agreed to my pro-
_pofal, to meet me at my camp in the courfe
of four days. By this arrangement they had
more than fufficient time to put their affairs
in order, and to prepare their arms.

It was impoffible to carry my carriages
along with me, as I could depend at moft
upon no more than eight people to accom-
pany me in my journey to Caffraria. It was
neceflary that I fhould have fome oxen to
carry my baggage, and I had not one accuf-
tomed to this fervice; we therefore agreed
.to make an exchange, and I promifed to fulfi}
the terms of it as foon as I returned. All
this was the bufinefs of a moment. Notwith-
ftanding the prefling entreaties of the chief,
and of the whole horde, I refolved to quit
them immediately; and I pretended that I
had a thoufand things to fettle amongft my
own people. I did not however behold this
retreat with the fame pleafure as before; I
found myfelf croffed in every poffible man
ner, and new obftacles feemed to arife at
every ftep: befides this, I found myfelf ex-
haufted with fatigue. Before I took leave of
Haabas, I did not forget to enquire Concern-
ing my unfortunate patient; but I had no
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to encumber themfelves with tow, cotton or
any other fubftances of the like nature. In
order that I might procure a quantity of it
fufficient for my whole journey, as I was
afraid of not finding it elfewhere, I ordered
one of thefe trees to be cut down and to be
ftripped of all its hair. The youngeft and
thorteft is the moft delicate; that which is
fix feet long is harder, and can be of no ufe
but for quadrupedes and very large birds.

I found creeping plants alfo in almoft every
place where I paffed, which having reached
the fummits, and even the fmalleft branches
of the trees, thot forth filaments that hung
down to the earth. Being at firft exceed-
ingly weak and flender, they at length attain
to the fize of one’s arm, like thofe feen in
America. Thefe filaments, which are al-
moft innumerable, beat no leaves, and the
natives call them Zavians tow, or bdavians
ropes, becaufe, by their affiftance, thefe apes
climb to the tops of the trees in order to
reach the fruit of the plants, which grows
only at their extremities where the filaments
begin to {thoot forth. 'This fruit, which birds,
and particularly the touracos, are exceedingly-

fond of, contains in its pulp a few round
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called the kraal which we left the Camp of
Slaughter. Having advanced ftraight to-
wards the eaft, and traverfed a canten all
the grafs of which had been a prey to the
flames, a frefh verdure that began te fhoot
up formed a moft beautiful green carpet
under our feet. At every ftep we met whole
flocks of fpring-bocks, gnous, and oftriches.
As we had more provifions than were necef-
fary, we did not fire at thefe antelopes. I
only difcharged my fufee at a few oftriches;
but being too fufpicious to fuffer any one to
approach near them, I could not kill one of
them. In proportion as we advanced, the
antelopes collected themfelves into a body to
fee us pafs; and the heat was {o intenfe, and
perfpiration fo abundant, that a.cloud of va-
pour arofe from the middle of thefe innu-
merable flocks. In the courfe of our march
I killed partridges fufficient to dine all my
people, but we did not flop to regale on
them till we had fatigued ourfelves by con-
tinuing our journey for full five hours more.
About which time a heavy rain came, one as
ufual that refrethed us much. Throughout
all this canton I obferved the traces of oxen,
which indeed feemed to be very old; but 1
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it Several of my people, after taking out
the young which they found in theirs, made
an omelet of the reft. I queftioned them,
with fome pleafantry, refpeéting their fine
ragouts of thefe half-hatched eggs, and 1
could not help concluding that they muft be
infectious ; on this account I was defirous of
tafting them, and had I not been blinded by
prejudice, I fhould have found no difference
between them and mine, and fhould have eat

them with as much pleafure. |
We fpent the evening very cheerfully ; but
this was not the cafe during the night, for
we were all kept awake by the continual
barking of our dogs, which was the more
difagreeable, as our ears were aflailed by no
other noife. As this uproar was not occa+
fioned by any wild beaft, for it would {foon
or late have made its appearance, our {ufpi=
cions fel upon the favages, and I began to
be apprehenfive of fome treachery. Day at
length appeared, but it did not bring back
tranquillity, and all the fearch which we
made in the neighbourhood proved entirely
fruitlefs,. We did not know whether the
people whom we dreaded were Caffres, or
fome of thofe plunderers ¢alled the Ecthmen:
I the
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find at leaft fome appearance of them in the
territories of the king of the Caffres. This
idea had infpired me with a very firong
defire of feeing Faroo; but I no longer
found the {ame foed for my curiofity, after
the laft guefts whom I had reccived in my
camp, and who generally refided near, had
told me that this prince, without any parti-
cular train, inhabited, like the meaneft of
his fubje&s, a hut which was neither larger
nor better ornamented than the reft ; that,
like them, he might become very poor, if a
mortality prevailed among his cattle ; that
his fubje&ts were obliged to pay him neither
fubfidies nor taxes ; that he had no right to
touch their property ; that, ina word, he was
only a plain chief as among the Hottentots ;
that the only remarkable difference between
this chief and the reft was, that his place
was hereditary ; but that, deftitute of every
sxternal decoration, and of every badge of
royalty, he pofleffed only a very limited
power.

From thefe details, many of thofe brilliant
ideas which my imagination had formed re-
{peting this king began to difappear ; and as
I could gain nothing by feeing him, and as I

defpaired
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its weight ; though I had always taken care,
after preferving each individual, to place
it flat in order to fpare room.

On the 15th we croffed the fmall river
which we had followed this far, in order to
avoid barren and too fteep mountains which
appeared before us; after this we were obliged
to turn off towards the fouth, becaufe, not
finding any beaten track, we were forced to
dire& our courfe according to circumftances
and the nature of the ground. In the courfe
of our march I fprung a buftard a little be-
fore me; which I killed; it had been fitting
on two eggs, which contained young ready
to burft the fhell, and covered with their firft
down. I was extremely happy that chance
procured me this bird, which was entirely
new to me; and it appeared that the male
and the female fit on the eggs alternately.
The one I killed, which was a male, had a
very large and thick creft, like a capuchin,
on the hinder part of its head. The female
which foon came and hovered around the
{pot, feemed to watch us, and from time to
time {ent forth a very hoarfe cry. I had flat-
tered mylelf that I {hould be able to kill her
alfo, and with this view I left the two eggs

Vor. IL S in
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tacks of the white people, they were daily
expofed to others from the Tambouchis, a
neighbouring nation, who, taking advantage
of their critical fituation, over-ran feveral of
the cantons of Caffraria, and put every thing
to the {fword that they met with; fo that, op-
prefled on both fides by this diverfion, the
Caffres, deftitute of warlike ftores and unable
to defend themfelves, retreated as faft as poi-
fible, and penetrated farther northwards, to
avoid two enemies whom they could not op-
pofe; while the Bofhmen, a third no lefs for-
midable, plundered and maffacred them
wherever they could find them.

From the information given me by thefe
people, I was aftonithed that they had ftrag-
gled fo far from their horde; and that they
wandered as chance directed, without know-
ing whither to dire& their courfe. They
however told me, that on the firft incurfion
made by the whites, they had {uddenly driven
their flocks, all in confufion, either towards
the fea coaft, or to other remote parts of Caf-
fraria; but that hearing no accounts of any
new hoftilities, they had ventured to quit
their hordes, and to go in queft of their dif-
perfed cattle, in order to bring them back

again.
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us. I continued to convérfe with them for
fome time, and then retired to my tent, to
prepare for the labours of the next morning.
As foon as day appeared, whilft the Caffres
were preparing to depart, I aflembled my
Hottentots. The refletions which their fa~
miliarity with thefe favages, whom they
dreaded more than wild beafts, enabled them
to make, and their converfation with one
another when I had retired to my tent, made
me immediately refolve what courfe to purfue.
Not withing to give them an opportunity of
acquiring any merit from determining what
plan was beft to be adopted in the prefent
conjunéture; but, on the contrary, apprehend-
ing that they might borrow from me thofe
ideas of prudence and compofure ufeful to
my defigns, whatever they might in future
be; I told them, that. after what they, as
well as I, had heard the evening before, ref-
peting the difficulties of advancing farther,
and the danger of being attacked by the
Tambouchis and the Bofhmen who were tra-
verfing Caffraria, my intention was to return
to Koks-Kraal; that in confequence of this,
if we directed our courfe towards the welt,
we could not fail of fa]iiﬁg in with the river
Vor. 1L T Groot-
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couritry, I had formed an irrevocable refolu-
tion to crofs it, and the overture I made was
only a ftratagem to reconcile early to this
idea fuch of my Hottentots as I had with
me, in order that, when we returned to my
camp, they might be better able to infpire
their companions with confidence, and to
teftify the greater aftonithment at their re-
fiftance, fhould they fhew any.

Before 1 left thefe Caflres, I diftributed
among them, as well as among my Hotten-
tots, a qtiantity of tobacco ; and I referved no
more than was {ufficient to ferve us till we
returned to our camp. This made room for
the birds with which we were encumbered,
~ and alfo for thofe that I might be able to
procuré by the way. Thefe ten favages af-
fifted us to pack up our baggage and to yoke
our oxen; after which we withed one another
a good journey, and fet out to purfue two op-
pofite routes, they towards the north and we
towards the fouth,

We fpent three days, during which no-
thing remarkable happened, in reaching the
fo much wifhed for banks of the Groot-Vis.
This forced march having fatigued both us
and our cattle confiderably, I refolved to pals
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have given me more pleafure than the agree-
able furprife of this precipitate arrival. The
horrid noife made by my dogs immediately
{pread the alarm; all haftened towards us;
they knew our voices; and, even to the moft
infenfible animals, all feemed to fhare in the
general joy: above all, we could not difen~
gage ourfelves from my dogs, which teazed
us by their carefles and ftunned us with their
barking.  Another fpecacle however ap-
peared to me no lefs interefting: my family
had increafed confiderably: at my departure
a {fmall detachment from the worthy Gona-
- quas had quitted their horde, and had efta-
blithed themfelves in the fame place which
1 afligned to the Caffres, where they had
conftruGed f{everal new huts. They in-
formed me, and indeed I plainly faw by the
admirable order that prevailed in the camp,
that every thing had been quiet during my
abfence: we had been the whole fubje& of
converfation to thofe we had left. Every
evening Swanepoel gave me the moft favour-
able accounts of each feparately; he told me,
that the firft fifteen days having elapfed with-
out hearing any news of me, he could not
* help entertaining a little fear, and that he
¢ was
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was apprehenfive he fhould not fee me tili I
returned to the Cape, as he was perfuaded
that, unlefs I met with infurmountable ob-
ftacles, I would ftill proceed as long as I had
ammunition, ‘

I honeftly confefs, that having been for
nearly a month deprived of the comforts and
enjoyments of my camp, I was exceedingly
happy to find myfelf returned; and I had
the higheft fatisfaction in the fidelity and at-
tachment of thefe Hottentots, {o feeble and
timid, whom I had not been atraid to aban-
don to themfelves. It was therefore now
time that I fhould thew them my gratitude:
on this account I proclaimed with a loud
voice that it was Safurday; and this decla-
ration, which paflfed from mouth to mouth
even to the Gonaquas, feemed ftill to add ta
their agitation. ‘This circumftance requires
fome explanation, which I thall give with freth
pleafure; for the remembrance of thefe tri-
fling but agreeable methods I purfued to vary
my amufements, and in an uninhabitable de-
fart to convert the fimpleft obje@® into a
fubje& of pleafantry and entertainment, an-
nounces the greateft tranquillity, and makes
me, even when furrounded by the arts, and

agitated
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agitated by pride and vanity, lament that I
can no longer diftinguith my own character.

When 1 fet out from the Cape, Idid not
neglet to carry an almanack with me; but
in order to have fome certain method of
reckoning, and to keep my journal correct,
I made all the months to confift of thirty
days. As I never pafled one without giving
an account of it, 1 confidered it as a matter
of indifference whether or not I diftinguithed
the weeks, and marked the days by their
proper names, but I determined to diftribute
among my Hottentots their allowance of to-
bacco every Saturday. ‘If it happened that,
not choofing to give myfelf the trouble of
confulting my book, I afked them what the
day was, 1 could eafily guefs what anfwer
they would give me; according to their cal-
culation it was. always Saturday: {o that,
when I looked at my regifter after travelling
fifteen months, I found feven or eight of thefe
Saturdays which belonged to no week.

I found myfelf therefore, as ufual, furround-
ed by my numerous family; and whilft all of
them, and even the Gonaqua women, WerI¢
finoking their pipes round a large fire, and en-
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country and its inhabitants. For the fake
of expedition, my people exerted them{elves
confiderably; and I fhut mylfelf up in my
tent, and ‘haftened, while my obiervations
were flill freth in my memory, to reduce
them into {fome order.

To judge of the Caffres from thofe I have
feen, they are generally taller than the Hot-
tentots, and even than the Gonaquas ; they
however approach much nearer to the latter ;
but they appear to be more robuft, more
fierce, and much bolder, Their figure is
likewife more agreeable, and their counte-
nances have not that narrownefs at bottom,
nor their cheeks thofe prominences which
are fo difagreeable among the Hottentots;
neither have they thofe broad flat faces and
thick lips of their neighbours, the negroes
of Mofambique. A round figure, a nofe not
too flat, a broad forehead, and large eyes,
give them an open and lively air; and if
prejudice can overlook the colour of the fkin,
there are fome Caflre women who, even
when feated by an European lady, would be
accounted extremely pretty. The fifth and
fixth plates reprefent a Caffre man and a
Caffre woman drawn from nature, Thefe

people
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here firmly to the arm, they become a luxury
which is highly pleafing to thofe who have
been thus decorated in their youth. They
make necklaces alfo of the bones of animals
-yanged on a firing, which they have the art
of whitening and polithing in the moit per-
fe manner. Some of them are contented
with the whole bone of a leg of mutton;
and this ornament makes a very conlpicuous
figure on the breaft of a Caffre: it has the
fame effe as a patch on the face of a pretty -
woman in Europe. The Gonaqua women,
as may be feen in the plate which reprefents
them, praltife the fame coquetry. They
{ubftitute fometimes for this bone the horn
of an antelope, or any thing elfe, according
to their caprice; and I am of opinion, that
one would fee as many varieties, and as ma-~
ny fantaftical ornaments in their drefs, as are
{een in Europe, provided they had the {fame
means and the fame refources. They, how=-
ever, always employ the fame materials, be-
caufe they have no kinds of fluff to fupply
the place of thofe fkins with which they
clothe themfelves. It would appear that
they are not fo chafte as the Hottentots, be-
caufe they do not ufe a jackal to veil what

‘ nature
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parifonn of other favages, well made and
pretty, they perhaps have alfo good fenfe
enough to believe that ornaments are rather
calculated to veil imperfeCtions than to fet
off beauties; however this may be, one never
fees amongft them that difplay and profu-
fion of them which are common among the
Hottentot women. They do not even wear
copper bracelets; but their {mall aprons,
which are ftill thorter than thole of the Go-
naquas, are bordered with a few rows of glafs
beads, and in this all their luxury confifts,
The ikin which the female Hottentots wear
on their reins behind, among the Caffre wo-
men rifes to their arm-pits, and is faftened
round the neck, which it covers. Like their
hufbands, they have krofles of the fkins of
calves or oxen, but always more {imooth :
they, however, ufe neither the one nor the
other except in cold or rainy weather.
Thefe fkins are as {oft and pliable as our
fineft ftuffs; and with regard to the procefs
which the Caffres employ to drefs them, it
is almoft the fame as that of the Hotten-

tots.
Whatever the weather or the feafon may
be, both fexes go bareheaded. I have in-
deed
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are conftrufted of wooden work, well put
together and very {olid, becaufe it is intended
tolaft a long time. 'This they -afterwards
cover, both within and withous, with a kind
of mud or plafter made of cows dung and
clay mixed up together, and fpread over it
very fmoothly. Thefe huts exhibit to the
eye an air of ncatnefs which the habitations
of the Hottentots undoubtedly have not;
and one would almoft believe them to be
done over with the fineft cement. The only
opening which they have is {o low and nar-
row, that people muft liec down on their
bellies to enter it. This cuftom at firft
appeared to me highly ridiculous, and to be
carried to a much greater length than among
the Hottentots; but as they ufe thefe huts
only in the night-time, it is eafier, on this
“account, to defend onefelf either againft ani-
mals, or the fudden attacks of an enemy.
The floors of them are covered with the
fame {ubftance as the walls; and in the cen-
tre is formed a circular hé&rth, furrounded
by a border two or three inches in height,
to contain the fire, and preferve the hut
from any danger which it might occafion.
Around the hut, at the diftance of five or
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thofe deftrutive {courges which fpare nei-
ther men nor animals, and which {pread de-
folation in a moment throughout immenfe
regions, A neat and folid habitation, con=
ftru&ed near a rivulet, in the middle of a
cultivated field which they have inherited
from their fathers, is enough to enrich the
,languagé of the Caffres with the agreeable
appellation of country; which the wander-
ing indifference of the Hottentots will pre-
vent them from ever knowing,

I have, however, made a remark, which,
though it may appear ftrange, is neverthelefs
certain and general: notwithftanding the
forefts and beautiful woods with which Caf-
fraria is covered ; notwithftanding thofe de-
lightful paftures which rife to fuch a height
as to conceal the herds that are {cattered here
and there in the fields; and notwithftanding
thofe rivers and ftreams which crofs each
other in a thoufand different dire&ions to
render them rich and fertile ; their oxen, their
cows, and almoft all their animals, are much
{maller than thofe of the Hottentots—a
difference which undoubtedly arifes from the
nature of the fap, and a certain flavour pre-
dominant in every kind of grafs. 1 have
psgd¥or. IL U made
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When thefe were wanting, dry wood or
ftones fupplied their place; and when they
could not find thefe refources, they even
gnawed each other’s horns. When the paf-
tures were good, this ceremony never took
place.

A more perceptible induftry, an acquaint-
ance with fome of the moft neceffary arts, a
little knowledge of agriculture, and a few
religious dogmas, {eem to announce that the
Caffres are a much more civilized people than
thofe who live farther fouth.  Circumcifion,
which they generally practife, proves that
they either owe their origin to fome ancient
people, from whom they have degenerated,
or that they have only copied it from neigh-
bours, of whom they have at prefent no re-
membrance; for when one fpeaks to them
of this ceremony, they fay it is neither from
religion nor any other myftic caufe that
they adopt it. They however entertain a
very exalted idea of the Supreme Being, and
of his power: and they believe in a future
ftate, and that the wicked will be punithed,
and the good rewarded; but they have no
‘jdea of the creation. They imagine that
the world exifted from eternity, and that it
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and éominon to the whole horde. ' Savage
animals often go thithet to feed at their lei-
fiire, and this preferves the air pure, which
would otherwife foon become corrupted, by
the multitiide of carcafles that are heaped to-
gether, Funeral honours are due only to
kings and the chiefs of each horde. The
bodies are covered with a heap of ftones, col-
lected into the form of a dome; and this ac-
couiits for that feries of fmall mounts feen
ranged in a line near Bruyntjes-Hoogte, which
formerly belonged to the Caflres.

I am not acquainted with the difpofition of
the Caffres in refpe& to love, and 1 do not
know whether they are jealous. I however
imagine that they are fo only with their own
¢ountrymen; for they readily give up their
women to the firft white man who wifthes to
énjoy them, provided they receive a fmall re-
tribution. Hans repeatedly gave me to un-
derftand, that all thofe whom I admitted into
my camp were-at my fervice, and that I had
nothing to do but to make a choice: indeed
there were no kind of allurements which they
did not throw out before their hufbands to
Jead me into their fnares; and the latter were

I perhaps
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proofs, that if the times became fortunate,
that is to {ay, if peace thould be reftored, he
was determined to eftablith himfelf in my
camp, in remembrance of his benefator, and
becaufe he could not find a more agreeable
{pot.

On the 4th of Detember I departed: but
in vain thould I aittempt to defcribe the con-
fternation of the Gonaquas ; one might have
faid that I was abandoning them to the wild
beafts, and that by lofing me they loft every
thing. With ftill more difficulty could I def-
cribe my own internal fenfations. I had
‘now given the fignal, and my people, my
carriages, and my cattle, were already on their
way: I therefore flowly followed this con-
voy, leading my horfe by the bridle; and
while I neither looked behind me, nor ut-
tered a fingle fyllable, I fuffered my tears
to relieve the fad oppreflion of my heart.

My worthy and fincere friends, I fhall be-
hold you no more!-—Whatever may be the
caufe of thofe tender fentiments whieh you
have fworn to entertain towards me—be
happy !=The fource of them is not purer in
Europe than among you—be happy! No
force is capable of deftroying the remem-

brance
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derable diftance, we muft infallibly arrive at
the former, at the diftance of forty or fifty
leagues, more or lefs, according to the way
by which the windings might oblige me to
condu& my carriages and baggage.

. I had heard fuch different accounts of
thefe mountains, that I was extremely defi-
rous of feeing them, and of crofling them at
my leifure; but I was not able to reach them
fo foon as I expected. Befides, being in-
formed that the elevation and coldnefs of
their fummits rendered them uninhabitable
during feveral months of the year, this new
climate fecemed to promife new productions,
and varieties of different kinds, worthy of
exciting my curiofity.

Though the heat was exceflive we ad-
vanced full fix leagues; and at one in the
afternoon we ftopped at the ruins of a kraal
which had been dreadfully ravaged. Its
wretched inhabitants had probably been fur-
prifed and maffacred on the fpot, as the
ground was firewed with human bones and
fracments of carcafles; a difgufting fight
from which we haftened to remove.

Having fet out at four in the evening, af-
ter a march of four hours, we reached a de-

ferted
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them, until length of time, or a fhower of

rain, might free us from them entirely. On
- account of this procefs, which is familiar to
the Hottentots, they had been lefs attacked
by them than their mafter.

The new {ituation which we occupied,
and in which we paffed the night, was not
deftitute of beauties. On the north we
were flanked by immenfe forefts of the fame
kinds of trees as thofe before mentioned ;
and the plain was covered with the mimofa,
which the planters name dssren-boom : 1 had
the pleafure of feeing it in full bloflom.
This to me was a lucky circumftance; and
I did not negle&t to take advantage of it;
for, as 1 have faid, the flowers of this tree
attra@® vaft numbers of curious infeéts,
which are feldom to be found but at this
feafon; and thefe infe&s, in their turn, draw
thither large flocks of birds of every kind, to
which they ferve as food. I {ettled, there-
fore, in this plain, where I amufed myfelf
in changing my place of encampment. I
had reafon to conclude that all the borders
of the foreft had been inhabited by Caffres;
for we could not move a ftep without {feeing
the remains of ancient huts, more or lefs def-

Vou. IL X troyed












AFRICA 309

would be expofed to fomething more than
fear, and pay dear for their imprudent cu~
riofity.

On the 16th we purfued our journey. In
five different encampments I traverfed all the
country, which we were about to quit. After
marching three hours, I found myfelf on the
banks of the Klein-Vis river ; {o that I could
not advance farther that day: and we {pent
a great deal of time in endeavouring to find a
part of the river fordable for my carriages.
In this place they had before been in great
danger of being overfet.

The following day having crofled the ri-
ver without fuftaining any lofs, I {faw ano-
ther deferted habitation; but I had not the
curiofity to approach it. Some leagues far-
ther we found abundance of mimofas, and all
as completely in bloffom as thofe I had left
the evening before. I yielded the more rea-
dily to the temptation which induced me to
ftop on the borders of thefe forefts, as I ob-
ferved a variety of birds which I had no
where feen, and, for the fecond time, that
kind of perroquet of which I have before
fpoken. Wandering to a little diftance, I

found myfelf in a finall meadow, amidft a
A 3 wood.
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about thirty of them feated on the branches
of a tree, and expofing their white bellies to
the firft rays of the fun. As the tree which
they had chofen was fo much feparated from
the reft, that their fhadow did not incom-
mode them, I made a circuit through the
buthes, and having approached as near to
them as I could without being difcovered, I
ran up to the tree before they had time
to defcend. I was certain that none of
them had efcaped; but, notwithftanding
this, I could not perceive one of them,
though I caft my eyes round on evey fide,
and walked backwards and forwards, exa-
mining the tree with the utmoft attention.
I refolved therefore to fit down at fome dif-
tance from the root of it, and to watch un-
til I could obferve fome motion; and after a
confiderable fpace of time I was amply re-
paid for my patience. I at length faw a head
ftretched out, apparently with a view of dif-
covering what was become of me; upon
which taking aim, I difcharged my piece,
and the animal inftantly fell. I expe&ed
that the noife of the report would have
frightened the reft of the troop: but this
was not the cafe; and though 1 kept my poft

for












AFRICA. 317

purchaled a couple of thefe animals from
them, for which I paid them liberally, and
we continued our journey together for above
an hour ; after which, their deftination being
different from ours, they left us to revifit
their kraals that were a few leagues diftant.
Three hours after, we were ftopped by the
river-Klein-Vis, which, from the time that
we croffed it, now appeared to us for the
third time. The wheels of one of my car-
riages began here to give way; the {pokes
were fo loofe in the naves, that the leaft
jolt made us tremble; a’longer delay would
only have increafed the evil, and on this ac-
count I refolved to remain encamped fome
days in this place to repair it. In this place
two days after, according to the new ftile of
my calendar, we fpent the firft day of the
new year 1782.

The Hottentots, who have no comprehena
fion of the folar year, are entirely unacquaint-
ed with the etiquette of the firft day that
‘begins it; no compliments therefore were
paid on our part, and confequently there
were no falfehoods told, and no hypocritical
proteftations made. I only gave myfelf, as a
new-year's gift, a new hat, which had never
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which enabled us to perceive objells at a cer-
tain diftance ; and when I faw my dogs ap-
proach us, and keep clofe to us in a body, 1
~ tvas fully convinced that there were lions near
us. Having fuddenly obferved two of thefe
animals, which feemed to be waiting for
us on a fmall eminence, ,we difcharged all
our pieces together; but this produced no
other effe® than to make them difappear.
We however fill advanced in the hopes of
killing at leaft one of them, and, by way of
precaution, we continued to difcharge our
fufees, but we faw nothing more of them.
As it was of no avail to perfift in purfuing
them farther, for they had by this time got
to a confiderable diftance, and as our fires
were well kindled, we approached them, while
our fcattered oxen did the fame. They arrived
at the fpot one after the other, and in a little
time we had recovered them all, except thofe
belonging to the Pampoen-kraal waggon,
which we heard bellowing at a certain dif-
tance. Though they were not far from us,
none of my people thewed any inclination to
go to their relief; but having at length pre-
yailed upon a few of them to foliow me,

cach of us took a flaming torch in the one
x4 hand,
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,but we at length had the good fortune to
arrive at fome bogs, containing a little mud-
dy water which the fun had not yet ex-
haled.

Here we no longer beheld the magnificent
country of Caffraria; and we had entirely
loft fight of thofe rich paftures, and thofe
majeftic forefts, over which our eyes had
wandered with fo much delight. Rocks
piled on each other and parched fands every
day fucceeded thofe beautiful views, under
forms always more hideous. We found our-
felves every where hemmed in by moun-
tains, the {ides of which were inclined in a
moft fantaftical manner, while their peaked
{fummits, fulpended over our heads, filled

the mind with that profound terror, which
is the confequence of difcouragement, and
which awakens the moft difmal remembrance.
Thofe of Snew-Berg, at the bottom of which
we now were, rofe very far above the reft ;
and winter, {eated on their fummits, feemed
to difpute with the fun the fovereignty of
thefe difmal regions,

As it was. my intention to climb and tra=
verfe a part of this famous cordillera, though
I knew that the Bofthmen had, like the lions,

eftablithed












them, in order to avoid the infeGious ex-
halations which every now and then pro-
ceeded from it.

Not quite {ix months before thefe poor
Hottentots had taken fhelter in this place, to
avoid the cruelties committed by the plant-
ers; but, without knowing it, they bad
expofed themfelves to atrocities of another
kind. Befides the dangerous Bofhmen, who
‘might every moment difcover them, they
had to defend themfelves alfo againft ferocious
animals, and particularly wild dogs, which
occalioned great ravage among their flocks,
Having given them fome advice refpeting
their fafety, and made them a few prefents,
I offered to purchafe {fome fheep from them,
which they promifed to bring next morning.
As 1 was preparing to take leave of them, I
was obliged to enter one of their huts, to
fhelter myfelf from a dreadful ftorm which
fuddenly came upon us, and which con-
tinued full three hours, during which I was
almoft inundated. The whole kraal was in

danger of being fwept entirely away; many
~ of the huts were violently fhaken; the tor-
rents hurried before them fand and earth,
which they wafthed down in their courfe,
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and the moft beautiful fpots of the fnow
mountains, I began to think of quitting
this difmal country altogether. My people
ftrongly {olicited me to condu& them to
Carouw, and to make hafte to crofs it before
the exceflive heat had entirely dried up the
fmall quantity. of ftagnant water that we
might poffibly find in it, and left we fhould
not meet with paftures fufficient for our
oxen, which for a long time had fuffered
greatly from the intenfenefs of the feafon.
Being therefore as much prefled by the cir-
cumitances of the moment as defirous of re-
turning to the Cape, and no longer finding
in my excurfions the fame charms and the
fame amufements as before, either that fa- .
tigue had cooled my ardour, or that other pro-
jects, and powerful remembrance, had refumed
over my imagination that empire which a
view of the greateft novelties had deftroyed, 1
fet out on the 2d of February, and directed
my courfe towards the fouth-weft, A part of
the horde accompanied us three leagues, to
ailift us in crofling the river Fubers, which
they concluded to be greatly {welled by the
exceflive rains. When we reached it we be-~

can to think of conftructing rafts; but our
Aa 2 conductors,
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were in full bloflom, they perfumed the fur-
rounding air with their {weet and delicious
odour. Birds of a thoufand {pecies, and moft
beautiful infeéts, detained me here till the 8th;
when having obferved that, notwithftanding
the large fupply of pins which I had carried
with me from the Cape, they began to run
{hort, it came into my head to replace them
by the fmall prickles of the mimofa, which
anfwered the fame purpofe.

Leaving the Sondag behind me, I met ﬁ}.-—
teen Hottentots with their arms and baggage
on the banks of the Swars-Rivier, or Black
River. They had left Camdebo, to join, at the
bottom of the {now mountains, the horde
which we had left there; and I learned from
them that they had been compelled to this
emigration by formidable troops of Bothmen,
who were carrying fire and {word through
Camdebo, and burning the plantations, in order
to carry away the ammunition, arms, and
whole riches of the inhabitants. Nothing
could difconcert me more than this intelli-
gence, equally ungracious and unexpeced;
for it raifed the alarm in every breaft, and re-
vived our former terrors. Perfuaded thatany
farther explanation would only difturb the

imaginations



imaginations of my timid Hottentots ftill
more, I immediately ordered them all to fol-
low me. They had aiready begun to fpeak of
returning the fame way we had come, and 1
looked forward to the moment when my au-
thority was about to be at an end; but the
braveft of my people, who did not hefitate to
accompany me, induced all the reft to imitate
their example. Having obferved that Slinger,
who gave me fo much caufe to complain of
his corduc at Koks-Kraal, {hewed here the
greateft refiftance, and that even this day he
performed his fervice in a very fufpicious
manner, I determined, for the firft time, to
make an example of him, to intimidate thofe
daftardly companions whom he had feduced.
In the evening, when I arrived at the river
Camdebo, which takes its name from the
country it traverfes, I fignified to him that
he fhould inftantly quit my caravan; reproach-
ing him at the fame time with having been
the firft promoter of that fear and confterna-
tion, which had prevented all my people from
following me into Caffraria, and with having
obliged me by his culpable refiftance to aban-
don the nobleft part of my projeéts, for want
of firength, courage, and afliltance, to enable
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fat by her fide. 'This made me imagine that
fometimes, and perhaps when the nights are
rainy or cold, two or more unite together to
cover the eggs the better.  'When the fun was
nearly about to fet, a male arrived, and ap-
proached the neft in order to place himfelf on
it; for the males {it as well as the females. As
I had now the opportunity I wifhed for, I
difcharged my piece and killed him on the
{pot: upon which the reft, frightened by the
noife of the report, ftarted up, and in their
confufion broke feveral of the eggs. On going
up to the neft, I perceived with much regret,
that the young had been juft ready to burft
the fhell, for they were entirely covered with
down. The male which I killed had not
one beautiful white feather; they were all al-
ready ftripped, and become quite dirty. I
however picked out fuch of the black ones as
appeared to be moft entire, and quitting the
place, I detached feveral of my Hottentots to
fearch for the thirteen eggs which were fcat-
tered around the neft, ftrictly enjoining them
not to touch the reft.  Being defirous to know
whether the females would return in the night-
time, I repaired to the neft at day-break ; but

I found every thing fwept away from the
place,
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treat; I often walked about, with my eyes
wandering from one f{ide to another, as if to
difcover my loft way ; I opprefled the houfe
with complaints, and, if I may ufe the expref-
fion, furrounded it with my fighs. All was
now fled; the torrents, mountains, majeftic
forefts, impracticable roads, hordes of favages
and their delightful huts, all were vanithed.
Every thing feemed to excite my regret, even
to ferocious animals ; which for the moment,
Iimagined entertained fentiments of friendfhip
and benevolence towards me. I do not know
whether thefe whimfical ideas are common to
other men; but the more I refle& on them,
the more I am convinced that they belong to
nature. Powerful charm of liberty! invincible
force, which I fhall carry with me to the grave !
Thou transformedft into pleafures the moft la-
borious fatigues, into amufements the greateft
dangers, into delightful fpectacles the molt
difmal objets; and thou firewedft my paths
with the flowers of felicity and repofe, at a
feafon and age when deftiny feemed to impel
me to fearch for them elfewhere. With thefe
two negroes I eat bread for the firft time
during the fpace of a year, but I had almoft
forgot the tafte of it. Though I at firft pro~
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them, either to defend the cattle or repel the
Bothmen. For {o great a favour, they would
have readily granted me whatever I required.
On the 19th I fet out, at four in the after-
noon ; but the {un, more ardent than ever,
fcorched us moft dreadfully for two days.
Wandering about, without being able to find a
fingle drop of water, we had recourfe to fome
jars, which I had ordered to be filled at the
houfe of the negro brothers; but we were
obliged to confine ourfelves to a certain allow-
ance, as had feveral times been the cafe before.
On the 21ft, after crofling the bed of the
Kriga, which was dry, and which we had
crofled the preceding evening, I fell in with
two inhabitants of Camdebo, who were re-
- turning from the Cape, and purfuing their
way to their own refidence. As I had not
hedrd from my friends at the town for above
a year, I washappy to learn that, by the affift-
ance of France, the Cape had been prote&ted
from an invafion by the Englifh, and that the
colony was ftill in the hands of the Dutch ; but
the pleafure I received from this intelligence
was foon effaced by hearing of the indifpofition
of my benefador, whom thefe travellers faid
they had left in a very critical fituation at the
Bba WArm
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greafe and {kins would not have been fuffi-
cient. My carriages alfo were in a moft
wretched condition; for, asthey had not been
moiftened for a long time, they made a noife
when they moved forwards like {o many rat-
tles. Though we fell in with different foun-
tains, and the beds of feveral rivers or torrents

which we croffed in our way, and from which
- we hoped for relief, we were ftill deceived in
our expeltations, Our animals were reduced
to the neceflity of putting their nofes to the
earth, and of licking fuch places as feemed fill
to retain fome moifture; being befides de-
prived of every kind of fucculent grafs, no
other reflource was left us but to colle&t a few
coarfe parched herbs, which occafioned acute
pains in their bowels, fo that they entirely
loft their fleth, and feemed to be converted
into {keletons.

In this diitreffing fituation we continued
till the 24th in the evening. Having croffed
the Swart Rivier, or Black River, which had
no more water in its bed than the reft, we
were juft on the point of unyoking our oxen,
when I perceived a flock of fheep. I imme-
diately ran up to the thepherd, and being in-
formed that he belonged to a planter who

refided
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days was above all extremely ferviceable to
my poor cattle, worn out with hunger and
fatigue: I was every moment apprehenfive
that T thould be obliged to abandon my car-
riages and my effects; but this laft halting
revived us a little. 'The fituation of this {pot
wasdelightful; the {cenery around it was beauti-
fully variegated ; and the environs of the plan~
tation afforded my oxen, as well as my people,
abundance of every thing proper for reftoring
theirloft ftrength, had I only remained longerin
this retreat : but I was more and more f{enfible
of the neceflity of approaching the Cape, and
my exhaufted imagination rendered my return
indifpenfable. I was therefore once more obliged
to tear myfelf from {0 many attractions, and to
purfue my journey. The beautiful Dina hav-
ing learned of my people (for fhe informed
herfelf of every thing) that the bifcuits I had
procured from the negroes were almoft at an
end, fhe begged me to accept a fmall fupply
which fhe had made herfelf. On the firft of
March, after returning thanks to my amiable
hofts, I took leave of them, at five in the
afternoon, and marched forwardsto the Gaméa,
or Leuw-Rivier, the Lion River ; where we
arrived at nine in the evening, and encamped.

Lions
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and a rear-guard. A forced march of two
days, or rather two nights, performed with the
greateft regularity, condu&ed us to the banks
of the river which we had fo long wifhed to
fee. During the night-time I had not neg-
leCted to order my people to difcharge their
pieces on both fides of us every fix minutes 3
and from time to time I gave my horfes, which
were ready to faint with the heat and fatigue,
a refrefhment of water from my jars. My
cattle had neither eat nor drank; they all panted
for breath, and feemed every moment ready
to drop down on the {pot; neverthelefs, though
it was late in the evening before we arrived at
the Buffalo River, my relays, and all the cattle
that marched at liberty, having difcovered the
ftream, began to run forwards acrofs the mea-
dows in the greateft diforder to quench their
thirft. Thofe which drew the carriages re-
fumed their courage, and completed the paf-
fage in lefs than a quarter of an hour; but
had it not been for the attention of my people,
who cut the traces of the moft intraltable, my
three carriages would have been overturned in
the river. We all of us followed the example
of our animals, and the bath foon made me
forget my fatigue,

When
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tune, Being perfuaded that we had nothing
more to fear from the Bothmen, and feeing all
my people {ufficiently compofed and freed from
their terrors, I refolved to travel night and day;
and in confequence of this determination I
departed on the 14th, at five in the evening,
oblerving the fame order as before. Having
halted at midnight, near the Matjes-Fontein,
the atmofphere became overcaft, and feemed
to threaten a ftorm ; but it paffed by us, and
next morning I croffed the Wet-Waater, and
unyoked my cattle at Conflape/, an agreeable
plantation, which the owners have been
obliged to abandon on account of a fcarcity
of water. Though the feafon was now far
advanced, the heat had not yet decreafed, and
we were obliged to remain ina&tive during
the middle of the day, when the fun’s rays
darted upon us with the greateft force; we
were {corched {o much the more, as we could
find no fhade or place of fhelter to fecure us
from them: the relaxed ftate in which we
were did not even permit us to amufe our-
{felves with hunting, It is well known that
ftifling heat tends greatly to deftroy the ap-
petite, and that it corrupts meat whether frefh
or falted, and renders it very difgufting; the

Yor. 1I, Cc operations
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prefled me, by learning that Mr. Boers was
perfectly recovered, and that he had returned
to the town. In this fpot I had an opportu-
nity of meeting with birds of various kinds,
and, among others, fome coots exactly like
thofe of Europe; but the marfhes near the
lake furnithed me with fuch a number of
inipes that they became our ordinary food.

As there were a great many hogs upon this
plantation, I purchafed one of them; but I
was obliged to go and choofe it myfelf, and
take it from the reeds; becaufe, as I have al-
ready obferved, when fpeaking of the manner
©in which they are bred, thefe had become
quite wild. I bought alfo fome flour, in or-
der that Imight regale my people with the firft
bread they had eat fince my departure: Klaas’s
wife prepared it, and fhe indeed fucceeded
wonderfully well. Having quitted Werkeerde-
Valey, we entered on the 211t another country,
called the Boke-Veld, or plain of the fpring-
bocks®, which undoubtedly abounded there
formerly; but at this time none of them were
any where to be feen. On the hills, every
where around us, we obferved feveral planta-
tidns, from which we in vain endeavoured to

* A kind of antelopes,
Cc2 remove,
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remove, for the farther we went the more
frequent they became. I was under the ne-
ceflity of pafling clofe to that of John Pinar.
Though he earneftly requefted me to ftop and
refrefh myfelf at his houfe, 1 declined his
invitation, and purfued my journey ; but the
inhabitants, whether white men, Hottentots,
or negroes, all haftened to fee my caravan
file off, almoft in the fame manner as in
our great cities people flock to {ee fome curi-
ous thew or uncommon fpe&acle. My beard,
above all, in a country where neither Jews nor
capuchins are ever known, appeared to be a
wonderful and an extraordinary phenomenon;
though it put the children to flight, and ftruck
a great terror into the women. After difem-
barrafling myfelf with great difficulty from
the importunity of the inquifitive, who ha-
raffed me with their queftions, I reached, at
half after eleven at night, a peaceful inhabited
retreat, at the diftance of three leagues: but
the news of my return were fpread abroad ;
and next morning, {carcely had daylight ap-
peared, when more than twenty of the inha-
bitants, attracted by curiofity, furrounded my
camp, that, whatever route I thould purfue; it.
might be impoflible for me to elcape them.

I Thefe
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Thefe people had taken great pleafure in pro-
pagating an hundred abfurd tales refpeéting
me; and they afked me an hundred ridiculous
quettions one after the other: they afferted,
for example, that I had brought back waggon
loads of gold-duft and jewels, found in the
rivers, or on rocks, never before explored.
One of thefe credulous peafants begged me to
fhew him that magnificent precious ftone, fu-
perior to the diamond, and as large as an egg,
found in the head of an enormous ferpent, with
which I had fought a moft defperate and bloody
battle. I mention thefe abfurdities merely to
juftify what I have faid elfewhere refpe&ting
that ftupid fondnefs for the marvellous, by
which the planters amufe their idle hours, and
diffipate the languor which opprefles them.

I intended to remain reclufe in the place
where I was till evening, but the number of the .
curious increafed fo much every minute, that
I'loft all patience, and departed abruptly. In
vain did I attempt to avoid three or four plan-
tations fituated in the canton through which
it was neceflary for me to pafs; importunity
every where purfued me, fo that I had no
other relource but to take advantage of the
abfcurity of the night, and to go almoft like a

Lo 3 malefactor,
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malefa&or, and conceal myfelf at the bottom of
an enormous chain of mountains named Clogf,
which forms the limits of another country
called Roye-Sand. g |
This mountain, like an immenfe curtain,
raifed by the hand of misfortune before me,
feemed placed there to difconcert me fiill
more, and to increafe my uneafinefs. It was
however neceflary either to overcome this ob-
ftacle, or to make a very long circuit, the
extent of which I did not know, nor how
much time it might require. I was no longer
animated by that impetuous ardour which I
had thewn at my departure; nor by that in-
vincible courage which cherithed in my {oul
the love of novelties, and the impatient defire
of being the firft to take pofieffion of a country
fo curious and {o little known. Ifound myfelf
in turns ftopped by difcouragement, and hur-
ried forwards by gratitude and friendfhip.
I formed therefore my refolution, and deter
mined to climb in the beft manner I could to
the top of the mountain. The fteepnefs of the
way, and the quagmires which I had to en-
counter in this paffage, almoft frightened me,
Yet this is the ufual route of the neighbouring
planters, who choofe rather to run the rifque
| of
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of lofing their cattle and carriages than unite
to make a proper road, or at leaft to repair fome
pafles; an evident proof both of their inatten-
tion and their indolence.

For my own fafety I ventured to undertake
this bufinefs. Iemployed the whole day of the
24th in cutting down branches of trees to fill
up the deep fiflures, and in covering them over
with ftones, fand, and earth. In this operation
I fucceeded; and on the 25th, in the {pace of
four hours, thanks to the precautions which
we had taken, and the exertions which
my people with great cheerfulnefs made, at
the expence of a very trifling lofs, we had the
inexpreflible happinefs of pafling the frightful
precipice, the only one that we had occafion
to dread. 'The planters call this horrible road
Mafler-Hoec, or Mafter’s Corner. We en-
camped at the bottom of the mountain, on the
other {ide; and next day halted in the morning
at the entrance of Roye-Sand, near the ruins
of a plantation which appeared to have been
jong deferted. |

This canton in my opinion, is very impro-
perly name Roye-Sand, or Red Sand, for I ob-
ferved none of that colour: Iremarked, on

¢he contrary, that it was abfolutely yellow,
Ccyg This
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fife. Friendfhip above all, arrayed in her full
graces, and fuch as fhe ought to be to pleafe
delicate and tender fouls, feemed to call
~me at a diftance, and to firetch out her arms
towards me. Other fentiments perhaps came
to her affiftance, to make me unbend my brow,
and to incite me more and more to bring my
journey to a conclufion. Certain, from the
information I had received, that I thould find
Mr. Boers at the Cape in good health, every
ftep I made towards the town added to the
tranfports of my impatience, which my people
fincerely fhared along with me. It was
impoflible for me to be fo near the Cape
without withing to fee the road that was to
condu@ me thither difappear behind me: my
whole thoughts therefore were occupied with
the pleafure I expetted to feel on fecing my
friends; but above all in embracing him, who
on many accounts had the beft claim to the
firft and moft diftinguithed place in my affec-

tion. -
On the 26th, after having efcaped, if 1 may
exprefs myfelf fo, ten plantations which lay
in our way, I croffed the Broad River; a league
farther, the Waater-¥al, or Water-fall; and af-
terwards fome more plantations, which un-
doubtedly
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doubtedly had been long waiting to fee me
- pals; for the inhabitants, obferving that I did
not {top, ran after me as if I had been a curi-
ous wild beaft, and never quitted me till they
had furveyed me for fome time. Having
crofied the Roye-Sand-Kloof, the Valley of
Red Sand, and the K/ein-Berg-Rivier, or Lit-
tle River of the Mountains, when I arrived
next morning, the 27th, at Swart-Land, 1 or-
dered my horfes, which I had not ufed for
fome time, to be faddled; and leaving 2 num-
ber of inquifitive planters around my carriages
and baggage, I advanced forwards, accompa-
nied by my faithful Klaas; and arrived with
much pleafure the fame evening, at the houfe
of my ancient hoft, the worthy Slaber, who
had {o nobly entertained me two years before,
when I met with the dreadful difafter already
mentioned at the bay of Saldanha,

Words could hardly exprefs the joy, and
above all the aftonithment, which my arrival
occalioned to all this refpectable family. They
expected it fo little; I was fo difguifed by my
beard, and the accounts which had been pro-
pagated at the Cape, and in the neighbour-
hood, of the diftant excurfions and the dan-
gers to which I had expofed myfelf, rendered

5 ny
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my death {o probable, that they were all terri-
fied on my approach. The women particu-
larly declared bloody war againft that thick
and black covering which obfcured part of my
vifage. It had, indeed, for fome time been
- entirely ufelefs, and confequently a burden to
me. Mitje-Slaber, the youngeft of my hoft’s
daughters, obligingly offered to free me from
it. I therefore fell down on my knees and de-
voted my head as a facrifice. Scarcely had ¥
arrived at this happy retreat, when I difpatch- -
ed Klaas to Mr. Boers to inform him of my
return; and I{ent him, atthe fame time, two
of thofe {mall antelopes called ffeen-bocks, and
a few partridges which I had killed by the
way. Next morning I received the congratu-
lations of my friend, who fent me two of his
beft horfes, and earneftly preffed me to repair
to his houfe immediately.

The fame day my people, whom I had left
behind, arrived with my carriages. The mo-
ment of our feparation was now approaching;
we had both of us reciprocally forgot our
animofities ; fome gave vent to fighs, others
thed tears; and, while I could not contain
mine, we comforted ourfelves with the hopes
of a fecond journey, fhould circumftances be-

come favourable,
I dlﬁri;-
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was only thirteen feet fix inches in height
and her incifive teeth, which were almoft all
worn away, inconteftably proved that fhe had
attained to her full growth,

In confequence of the number of thefe ani-.
mals which I killed and had an opportunity of
{feeing I may eftablith as a certain rule, that
the males are generally fifteen or fixteen feet
in height, and the females from thirteen to
fourteen.

Whoever fhould judge of the fize and thick-
nefs of thefe animals from the above dimen-
fions, would be greatly deceived. I may al-
moft {ay that they confift of nothing but neck
and legs. The eye, indeed, that is accuftomed
to the long full figures of Europe, finds no pro-
portion between a height of fixteen feet and a
length of feven, taken from the tail to the
breaft. Another deformity, if it may be called
fo, makes us contraft the parts before with
thofe behind. 'The former have a confiderable
thicknefs towards the fhoulders, but the latter
are {o thin and meagre that they do not feem
formed the one for the other.

Naturalifts and travellers who f{peak of the
giraffe, all agree in making the hind legs only
half the length of thofe before; but did thofe

who
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The account given by Heliodorus is far
from being fo corre&. If we believe that he
{fpeaks of a giraffe, when he fays its head
is only double the fize of that of the oftrich,
we muft conclude that things have changed
much fince, and that, in the lapfe of time,
Nature has made either the one or the other
of thefe animals fuffer great variations,

‘The horns forming part of the cranium, as
I have already faid, can never fall offf They
are not folid like thofe of the ftag, nor com-
pofed of any f{ubftance analogous to thofe of
the ox; much lefs do they confift of hair
united, as Buffon fuppofes. They are fimply
of a bony caleareous fubftance, divided by a
multitude of {mall pores like all bones, and
are covered throughout their whole length
with fhort coarfe hair, which has no refem-
blance to the foft down that covers the young
horns of roe-bucks or ftags.

The figures of this animal, given in the
works of Buffon and Vofmar, are in general
defe&tive. Thefe authors have made the horns
terminate in a point, which is contrary to the
truth. Inftead of bringing the mane only to
the thoulders, they have prolonged it to the
root of the tail ; a miftake which, added to.

Noi. 1L - Dd many






























