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vi PREFACE,

time, gives a geographical defcription of it; i

alfo gives fome account of the external ap-

pearance of the natives, their drefs, mode of
living, religiﬂn, government and manners, as far
at leaft as, i thofe times, the Europeans could

arrive at the knowledge of thcfe*particulars ; al-

though it muft be confeffed that the annexed

wooden print, reprefenting the Cape mountains,

cannot boaft of any high degree of elegance.

Since this period, much more light has been

thrown on this part of the extenfive continent of
Africa, and a great variety of more certain and

authentic details, concerning the country and its

animal and vegetable productions, have been
communicated to the curious and inquifitive in-

habitants of Europe.

_ Varentyn alfo; i the fifth part of his ex~
tenlive work, has given @n atcount of this {fouth-
ernmoft point of Africa; but as he only toek a
flight view of this place in pafiing by it; he ne=
ceflarily derived the chief of his knowledge from
the relations of others, upbn which, as being of
various degrees of credibility, different degrees
of dependance were to be placed.

Mr. Mason, a fkilfal Englilh gardener, who
accompanied me in both my journies inte the
anterior part of the almoft inknown continent of
Africa, has, it is true, on his arrival in England,
given a fhort account of both thefe voyages, ina
“ letter to Sir Joun Pri¥orE, then Prefident of
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xiv PREFACTE

“The colony, which receives a daily increafe
from the Europeans, is even now very confider-
able, and it is in confequence of their attention
and induftry that feveral fpotsin it already re-
femble an earthly paradife, and that the country
produces almoft every thing that is neceflary for
the fupport of life. Neverthelefs, many advan-
tages of ‘which Europe can boaft, are here ftill
wanting. This country has no lakes, no na-
vigable rivers, no other fifheries ‘than thofe that
are near the fhores of the ocean, or the mouths
-of ‘tivers ; no woods of any corfequence -or real
utility, ‘not even one pleafant-grove ; no verdant
-nor flowery meadows ; no chalk 'hills ; ‘no metals
“worth the labour -of extra&ting ‘them from ‘the
-ore ; 'no looms nor manufa&ures; no univerhi-
‘ties ‘nor Tchools; ‘no poft; no peft-horfes ner
inns; ‘nay, ‘in fo ‘extenfive -a country as -this,
‘there are ‘fill, in many -places, wanting beth
judge ‘and ‘courts of judicature, ‘both clergy -and
-churéhes, both-rain frem the heavens and fprings
-in the‘earth, ‘with many ufefal and indifpenfibly
-neceffary inftitutions, -which-both now and*here-
-after'may ‘merit the -confideration -and ‘care-of @
wéll-iriformed-and-prudent gevernment.
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38 SECGND JOURNEY

rable idlenefs, or exceffive careleflnefs; in which
cafe, this latter takes a liking to the flave,
however ftrange it may appear, the owner, nolens
velens, is obliged to fell him,

November 4th, we arrived at the celebrated
JacoBus BoTa’s, a man who was now eighty-one
years of age, and, from twelve fons, had a pro-
geny of one hundred and ninety perfons, all alive,
It is not this circumftance however, as fingular
as it otherwife may be, that has given him fo
much renown, in a country where they marry
early, and where the population is very great, but
a2 misfortune that befel him in one of his hunting
expeditions. When he was forty years of age,
he fhot, in a narrow pafs in a wood, a lion, which
immediately fell, without his obferving that there
were two of them together. The other lion ruth-
ed immediately upon him, before he had time to
load his piece, and not only wounded him with
its tharp claws to fuch a degree that he fainted
away, but alfo gnawed his left arm and fide,
and lacerated him in fuch a terrible manner, that
he lay for dead on the ground. The lion, that
in general is poflefied of too noble a fpirit to re-
venge itfelf on a dead man, if not impelled by
hunger, left him in this fitvation, fo that he was
at length carried home by his fervants. His
wife, a ftirring and active woman, immediately
fetched feveral herbs, which fhe boiled in water,

ar.d,

































































































































































































118 THE CAPRE, I774.

here, after a long and unfortunate voyage.
Through the captain’s negle@t and ignorance,
the fhip had got fo much under the African coaft
as to lofe its proper winds, and to be obliged to
make Angola, after firft making Waalvifch bay,
with only nine men in health on board. During
this long voyage the fcuryy had raged among the
erew, which was faid to have been very gene-
rally as well as plentifully bled, {o that the great«
eft part of it had died. Complaint was made
both againft the furgeon and the captain for not
having underftood their bufinefs. The former
died on the pafifage, and the latter received the
punithment he richly deferved. The fick had not
only been fupplied with improper medicines, but
alfo, in other refpects been treated with great
negligence. One morning four men were re-
ported as dead ; one of whom, juft as they were
going to few him up in his hammock, was found
alive by the faill-maker, although he foon after
breathed his laft. Another morning five men had
been reported dead, all of them had been fewed
up in their hammocks, and two had already been
thrown overboard, when the third, the inftant he
“was put on the plank, called out, ¢ Mafler Boat-
Swain, I am alive fiill!” o which the Boatfwain,
with unfealonable jocularity, replied,—¢ You
alive, indeed! what, do you pretend to know
better than the {urgeon ¥’
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122 THE CAPE, 1774
the foil adapted to the cultivation of culinary
vegetables and fruit trees, on his return home
he propofed to the direétors to eftablifh a colony
here. o yaaz A :
On mature deliberation the propofal was,
agreed to, and Jan van Ruesrex was fent:
out as admiral and commander in chief, with
four fhips, which were ftored with materials for
building, carpenters, and feeds of all kinds. On
his arrival at the Cape, he treated with the Hot-
tentots for the purchafe of a piece of ground,
on which was erected a fortrefs, ftorehoufe, and
hofpital ; and, at the fame time, the firft foun-
dations were laid of this great and flourifhing
«colony, which does more honour to mankind
‘than all the vittories of ALexaNDER the Great,
and much more than all the important conquefts .
the Dutch arms have been able to make in every
other part of the world.

The fum for which the firft piece of land
was purchafed, is very differently reported,
as well as the quantity of the land itfelf.
‘The firft purchafe fum is faid to have amount-
ed to 50,000 gilders in wares, and by another
purchafe to have been augmented with 30,000
gilders more ; which, although it may a&tually
be fo great in the Company’s books, yet it
feems to me abfolutely incredible, that the Hot-
tentots fhould ever have received the major

part.























































148 JOURNEY TO

feveral days we cxpcnenced great pain and in-
convenience.

At length we arrived quite exhaufted to t}m
Gentlemen’s hotel, which was a vale between
the mountains, with a pretty high hill. Up thig
hill we had te drive before we could get into
another tract of country, which however was not
very fertile, |

This place, which i pleafant, being omamented .
with a fmall wood and a rivulet of frefh water, is
called the Gentlemen’s hotel, becaufe on one fide
of the mountain there is a large cavern to the
weftward, like a hall, formed by two rocks,
which were hollowed out by the hand of time. 1
elimbed up to it, and found the names of feveral
travellers written on the fides. Near this was
another hollow vault, but fomewhat lefs.

In the former of thefe caves there wasa fmall
fiffure, in which a tree, pmhabily the Sideroxylon,
- had taken root, and ftood in a very flourifhing
condition, being above eight feet in height ; al-
though it had no more water for its nourifament
and fupport than the trifling quantity that was re=
tained by the fiffure in the rainy feafon.

Upon the whole, the mountains hereabouts were
dry, barren, and of a brittle texture, appearing as
if they had been burned, and containing a great.
number of large, bare, and loofe ﬂmca. ;
- | Whilst:
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152 JOURNEY TO

was water ; but the Jand was fo poor, that no -
farms could be laid out there, :

We faw the Bokke-veld mountains lying beﬂmt
us, which extended far towards the fea-fide,
and that with feveral projefting points, juft like
fo many ranges of mountains.

On the 318, we ptroceeded through the
defart ; in which the farther we advanced, the
drier it grew. Our journey through the de-
fart lafted three days at leaft: and in the
whole of this traét we found only three places
which at this time afforded a little falt-water.
But thefe ‘were the more difficult to find, as
they did not lie near the road, but at a
good diftance from it. A ftranger eafily paffes
by them, and thus endangers his own life
and that of his cattle. Very happily for ws,
we fell in with a farmer from the Cape that
was travelling the fame road; but with our
weak cattle we could not keep pace with
him. We therefore requefted, that he would
fet up a ftick with a linen rag on it at the places
where we ought to bait, and in the neighbourhood
of which we might look for fo extraordinary a
phenomenon as falt-water is in thefe thirfty
plains. The firft night we luckily hit upon the
watering place called Single Dornboom’s rivier,
but not the fecond, {o that our cattle were nearly
exhaufted by heat and thirft, before we reached,

which































162 JOURNEY TO

the arrows of others with the greateft nimble-
nefs and dexterity, juft as baboons do when
ftones are thrown at them ; and if they could bue
fee the mufquet-balls of the Europeans, they
would think themfelves able to efcape them like~
wife. To running the Bofhiefmen Hottentots
are fo inured, as not to be excelled in it by any
others ;- but can almoft hold out longer than 3
horfe. On the level plains they are eafily over-
taken by a man on horfeback ; but very feldom
if the road be ftony, and never in mountainous
places.

They can endure hunger a long time; bug
when they have a plentiful fupply, will cat fo
immoderately as ¢ diftend their bellies to am
amazing fize. When opprefled by hunger, they
tic a belt round their bodies, which. they gradually
draw tighter,, till the naval is broughs clofe ta the
‘back-bone. |

When a Bofhiefman has caught a ferpent, and
killed it, he does not, according to report, cut off
its head, but bites it off, and then. cutting out the
veficle containing the poifon, dries it in the fun
till it becomes vifcid and tough, and then mixes
it with the juice of a paifonous tree, (frequently
the Ceffrum venenatum), which makes the pﬂiha
adhere the fafter to the arrow
~.The Hottentots and Bothiefmen are faid to
&amfx themfelves a-gamft pmﬁmd‘ dagts and the
- | _ it . oty
4







164 JOURNEY TO

the top, and in height appeared equal to Rog-
geveld, -

After we had got to the end of Bokke-land,
the country grew, the farther we travelled, a
drier Carrow, with confiderable rivers, which had
ftill brackifh water in them, but in fummer are
quite dried up.

In Hantum we paffed van RuEN’s grazing
farm, near Riet-fomtein, and afterwards rode by
Henprik Lavy’s grazing farm, to ABRaHAM
vaNn Wyk's farm. This van Wyk was a lufty,
fat man; as foon as the dogs, by their barking,
announced the arrival of ftrangers, he ftood at
the door to bid us welcome. My fellow tra-
veller .and I were not a little furprifed, in a
country fo extremely barren, and through which
we had travelled feveral days without feeing a
fingle living creature, now to find fo lufty and
corpulent a man, and one that did fo much cre-
dit to his keeper.

In this traét we found the Fungus we had fo
long fought and wifhed to fee, (Hydnora Afii-
¢ana) which without doubt is one of the moft
extraordinary plants that have been difcovered
of late years. It always grows under the branches
of the thrub, Eupborbia tirucalli, and upon its
roots. The lower part of it, which is the fruit,
is eaten by the Hottentots, Viverre, Foxes and
other animals,

.







166 JOURNEY TO

rage, and thruft one of his hands down the lion’s
throat, which faved him from being torn to
pieces, till at length he fainted away from lofs of
blood. After this the lien left him, and retreat-
ed into the rufhes again for a few days. When
the farmer at laft recovered, he found that he
was not only terribly wounded in his fides by the
lion’s talons, but one of his hands was {o much
torn and lacerated by the animal’s teeth, that
there were. no hopes of its being healed. On
entering the houfe and being a litte revived, he
took an ax in his hand, laid the wounded hand
on a block, put the ax on it, and ordered one of
‘his fervants to ftrike the ax with a club. Hav-
ing thus cut off his own hand, he dreffed it with
coWw-dung, and tied a bladder over 1t, and at
length healed the wounds with the ufual falve,
made of a decottion of mmma, lm:l
and a little wax. -
- ] heard another anecdote nfnn nh:lﬁmntr.,
who, together with his fon, had gone out in order
to drive’ away 2 hon from his farm. The lion
had fuddenly leaped upon the old man’s back,
and in that fitvation, before it had had time to
kill him, was fhot dead by the fon. -
Another inftance was related to me nf:.h:w—-
dow of one WAGENAAR, near the Snow-moun-
tains, who had gone our to fcare a lion away
from her catde; when the beaft feizing on her,
firft







168 JOURNEY TO

formed by them, called Por#, and at laft went up
the mountain to WiLnELm STENkaMP’s farm,

Here the country was called the Lowermofé
Roggeveld, not becaufe it lies lower than the
other Roggevelds, (Ryefelds) but becaufe it lies
fartheft from the Cape. Thefe as well as the
others have been fo named from a kind of rye
which grows wild here in abundance near the
bufthes. ,

The winter is very cold, with froft and .
fnow, for which reafon no cattle can be kept
‘here, inftead of which they are driven down to
Carrow. The fettlers in the lowermoft Rogge-
veld, who are in pofiefiion of good houf'cs_, fome-
times pafs the winter there ; but thofe who live
in the middle Roggeveld, always remove from
thence.

The whole country is deftitute of wood, and
has only a few fmall fhrubs and buthes of the
Mefembryanthemum, Pteronia, Stoebe kinds,
and a few others, fuch as Othonnas, &c. The
country produces good fodder for fheep and
horfes only, of which there are great numbers,
‘but very little horned-cattle, on moft of the
farms.

The uppermoft ftratum of this mountain is
fand-ftone, which is hard and breaks in large
~pieces, and very fit for building of houfes.
The middle ftratum is flate, which may be dif-

cerned



















174 JOURNEY TO

nearly 230 Bofhiefinen. One of the colonifts
‘had been fhot in the knee with an arrow, which
had coft him his life. The third detachment,
which had been fent to the Snow-mountains,

had killed 400 Bofhicfmen; of this party feven

i

had been wounded by arrows, but none died.

It fometimes happens, that the Bofhiefmen

take away at once the farmer’s whole herd whilft
grazing, and frequently even kill the herdfmen..
They afterwards drive their booty higher up into
the country, night and day, as faft as they can,
till they arrive at a place where they think them-
felves perfectly fecure.  'What they cannot take
with them they kill with their javelins; and, in
their Aight, place fpies on the heights of the
mountains, to look out carefully, and fee whether
they are purfued by the colonifts. Thefe {pies
are relieved by others, and give intelligence if
the party is purfued; in which cafe they all hide
themfelves, if poffible, in the mountains. In
their flight they lall, roaft, and eat by turns.
-When they have ftolen a confiderable number of
cattle, and are arrived at fome place where they
think themfelves tolerably fecure, they encamp
there with their cattle, and make huts (Kraals)
of Mefembryanthemum bufhes or of mats, in
- which they live together as long as their food
lafts. The detachment had feen one of thefe
- Kraals; or encampments formed of huts in twe







X6 JOURNEY TO

ferpents, lizards, the fieth of zebras, lions, and
baboons, upon bulbous roots, ants’ eggs, &c.

On the 29th we rode along Vifch-rivier paft
OLiviER’s farm, to Jacosus TrHERON’S. A mis-
fortune, which I leaft expeéted on a {mooth and"
plain road, attended me however this day. Thro”
the careleflnefs of my Hottentots, who drove
againft a ftone that lay in the road, my cart over-
turned, the tilt over it was torn afunder, and many
of my boxes and packets of herbs were loft.

I here faw necklaces and ornaments for the
waift, which the Hottentots had made of the
fbells of oftriches’ eggs, ground in the form of
fmall round rings, and which made a very fine
appearance.

The cold in this Roggeveld is very intenfe in
winter, and fnow falls with froft. The farmers,
therefore, live here only a few months in the
year, viz. from October to May; build here their
houfes and fow their wheat, which they are ob-
liged to leave to the mercy of the Bofhiefmen,
during the time that they remove down to the
Carrow-field below, where it rains certain
months in the year, fo that they can remain
there with their cattle till the approaching dry
feafon obliges them to remove up the muunntn.
to Roggeveld again.

On the 1ff of December, we travelled farther
on to EsTERHUYSEN’s farm, where we were

obliged










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































