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Ihxxxvi LIFE OF

ving given birth to {o great a man; be-
caufe he perceived infufed in him by
nature all that art ufually adds to, o
can furnith others with. Befides the
ftudy of law, he had {o great a tafte for
poetry, and formed himfelf to fuch an
acquaintance with it (as every one is
pufthed by his particular inclinations)
that to have more means of leifure for
this ftudy, and for others which a fine
genius feeks after, he returned to the
city of Paris, both to render himfelf
more capable, and as much to profit
by keeping company with the learned,
who abounded there, at that time.
There he had firft the familiar acquaint-
ance of that great and incomparable
genius of {ciences, and languages, Jo-
feph de la Scale (better known by the
name of Scaligér), a familiarity which
continued between them during the
courfe of half a century. He likewife |

con-
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Francis Pithou ; celebrated advocates in
the court. All thefe illuftrious per-
fonages had his infinitely-agreeable com-
pany, by which, and by the candour
of his manners, he conciliated to him-
felf the affections and hearts of every
one; of the great, by the {plendor of
his reputation, and of his virtues; of
his equals, by the charms of his con-
verfation, and of his learning; of his
inferiors, by his incomparable affability,
they yielding to him that honour and
veneration which is due to the virtu-
ous, and to thofe whofe qualifications
elevate them above the common race
of mankind.

The marriage of Charles IX. with
Elizabeth of Auftria, daughter of the
Emperor Maximilian II. gave him a
worthy opportunity to take an elegant
ﬂight with his learned wing, as he did
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cit LIFE OF

French profe. But the great affairs,

with which he was entrufted in the

following reign, prevented him. This

defe¢t ‘was fupplied by his grandfon,.

Abel de Sainte Marthe the younger,
who publithed a tranflation of it in
profe, along with a new edition of the
original, in the year 1698. This
gentleman died in 1706, aged 76; and
is the laft of the St. Marthes mentioned
by Niceron. They were all illuftrious
poets, orators, and men of learning.
While Scevole was yet more engaged
in the ftudy of Latin than of French
poetry, being neverthelefs, with a happy

{fuccefs, exercifed in both, as we have

e il i e o i e e e T . ¥

remarked ; this encouraged him to {end

likewife to the light a particular col- |
le¢tion of his French verfes, which he
-had before mixed with Latin. In this
work he inferted a fpecimen of afother

elegant
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elegant enterprife of Chriftian Meta-
morphofes, which he has fince called
facred ; intending to divide them into
eight books. For this end, to form
his defign, he curioufly fearched all the
paflages of the Bible, that {fpeak of the
transformations of many things, done
from the creation of the world, even
to the birth of our Saviour; an en-
terprize truly worthy of a Chriftian
poet, and much more commendable
than that of the fame argument, treated
by Theodorus, a Greek author; in {o
far as truth is preferable to the falfehood,
both of hiftory, and fable. But {foon
after this work was begun, the frequent
civil wars which affli¢ted France, even
the country of Poiétou, and the do-
meftic affairs, which the fieur de St.
Marthe had upon his hands, as likewife
the employment which he had often-
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Following the cuftom of thofe who
attain to fuch a charge, he took for his
device PATRIZ NON SATIS UNA MA-
nus; wifhing to fignify what he has
often reprelented, in his writings, the
duty of a good citizen to be, to ferve = |
his cﬁuntry in peace and in war; and,
according to the example of the vir-
tuous Romans, to dedicate his hand
and his induftry, whether it were to
write for the public utility, and for the
honour of the ftate ; or to defend, and
{uccour it in time of need.

The province of Poiétou, and thofe
adjoining to it, were at thar time
agitated from the movements, and from
the furprizes, of fome cities made by
thofe of the new religion. They
chiefly envied Poiétiers; which made
the fieur de St. Marthe refolve to ufe
an extraordinary vigilance to maintain

1n
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in tranquillity, and in obedience to the
king this important city, the capital of
a province. During his mayoralty, the
fitting of the great feflions of the court
of parliament of Paris was held there ;
over which prefided the late Monf. de
Harlay ; who, with fo much reputation
and probity, held fince the firft place
in this principal court of juftice of the
kingdom. The fieur de St. Marthe had
then the familiar acquaintance of this
other Cato of his age, and that of the
moft learned Briffon, firft the king's
advocate-general, then prefident in‘the
fame parliament. This was likewife
one of the rare honours, which {prung
from the country of Poictou.

As foon as the time of his mayoralty
expired, being difmifled from his firft
charge of finance, the king provided .
him with an office of treafurer of France
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glory. For Henry IIl. having fupprefied
the greateft part of fuch offices, thofe
who found themfelves interefted in the
fuppreffion refolved to provide, by
remonftrances, to obtain their re-efta-
blithment. For this end, having affem-
bled in great numbers at Paris, from all
the provinces of the kingdom, they
prayed the fieur de St. Marthe to be
the bearer of the fpeech, as one who
was endowed with a fine judgement,
with a perfeét eloquence, and other
qualities requifite for {peaking in public:
which appeared in all their wvigour,
when with a fingular grace he pro-
nounced, before the king, a difcourfe
polithed and fublime, and reprefented
fo many folid reafons, that his majefty,
who held men of fuch merit in great
efteem, and was even himfelf moft
eloquent, cried very much to hear

him;
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- him; and, as this was immediately
perceived, the officers very foon after

reaped the fruits, which they expected
- from their re-eftablifthment. This ac-
tion, in which he fhewed the vigour of
his mind, gave him the accefs to, and
credit which he afterwards had with
the king, who condeicended to look on
him with a favourable eye, to fhare his
liberalities to him, and to employ him in
important charges, and commiffions for
the good of his fervice, in which he
always acquitted himfelf with fo great
dignity that, often, in public and in
private, he had his well-deferved
praifes for it. For he had acquired a
great knowledge of affairs of ftate, of
finance, and of police, and an acquaint-
ance with every kind of hiftory ; in a
more particular manner with that of

I France,




SCEVOLE DE ST. MARTHE. Cxl

France, of which he made a fketch of
feveral memoirs.

In the mean time, being detained at
Paris longer than he expected, he had
the means to continue his antient
friendfhips with many illuftrious men,
and to add to them thofe of Meflieurs
de Cheverney, chancellor of France, of
Beaune, archbithop of Bourges, (to
whom he had the honour of being re-
lated by parentage), of Vair, afterwards
firft prefident in the parliament of Pro-
vence, and at laft bithop of Lizieux, and
keeper of the feals of France; of Per-
ron, and -Bertrand, perfonages whofe
diftinguifhed merits have likewife raifed
them to eminent dignities of the church
and of the ftate; as allo with Mef-
fieurs James Faye of Epefle, firft the
king’s advocate-general in the court of
padiament, then the moft worthy pre-

| fident;
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cultivated between them ; of which the
learned labours of both give an affured
evidence.

The fieur de St. Marthe likewife
very often frequented Ronfard : but he
had the regret to fee this fun of poets
eclipfe, who fhewed, as did many
others, how much he valued him,
fince, by an addrefs to him, in the end
of one of his poems, he gives him the
title of thrice-excellent poet. |

The death of this incomparable mah
was deplored by feveral elegant wits ;
among others, our Scevole praifed his

memory by a Pindaric Ode, dedicated

to his eldeft {on Abel de St. Marthe
~(who clofely followed his father’s foot-
{teps), and by a beautiful elegy, which
he efteemed due to him, as an eulo-
gium. Alfo Claudius Binet, lieute-
nant-gencral in the fee of Beauvais, in

the
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the life which he has written of this
father of poetry, names the fieur de
St. Marthe among thofe, whom above
all he loved, and efteemed for their
learning, and for .having written with
moft elegance; not omitting, in this
recommendation to fpeak of, and even
to tranfcribe into his work, the re-
markable judgement he made of the
Padotrophia, of which we have taken
notice before. Ifaac Cafaubon, that
other wonder of {ciences, gives him
likewife the praife due to his merit, in
the Latin epiftles which he wrote to
- him. Etienne Pafquier, in his re-
fearches of France, places him ameng
the moft renowned poets, who have
flourithed fince Henry II.  John Dorat,
John Antony de Biif, Louis Aleaume,
Germain' Audebert, Nicolas Rapin,
Francis Juret, James Goutiere, Nicolas

Rigaut,
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+~ When he ‘had now pafled five years
in this manrer, among books and
the Mufes, he was at length obliged
to abandon this terreftrial abode, to
go to feek in heaven another more
affured. A continued fever having
then furprized and afflicted him for
the fpace of five or fix days; as he
perceived the laft period of his life
approach, and the natural powers of
his body to fail by little and little, he
turned all thofe of his ‘mind, and
his 'thoughts, to implore the affift-
ance of divine grace; then, after he
had pioufly received the facrament
from the hand of Urban Grandier,
a learned theologian, and paftor of
his parifh of St. Peter, he gave his
laft fighs in his arms, the twenty-
ninth day of March, in the year

- m + 1623,
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money, left as in a depofit in his

pure and innocent hands. He was

among the moft affable, pleafant, and

ﬁgreeable, in his converfation : libe-

rally affifted the poor and afflicted ;

was full of candour, and endowed

with a great facility of exprefling

his conceptions, whether in {peech

or in writing. He lived with fueh fo-

briet}', that he was contented with

what the law of temperance allowed

him; was exempt from anger, and

every other unruly paffion ; and what-

ever misfortunes happened to him,

prevailed nothing againft the tranquil-

lity of his mind. All thefe virtues
. and good conditions were very fer-
viceable in prolonging his life to the
great age at which we have {feen him.
From this came likewife the good
| m 2 habit
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was commended publicly by funeral
orations, not only in this church, but
likewife in the palace, where he had
adminiftered juftice in prefence of
the king’s officers, of many gentle-
men, and other notable perfons. Since
that time his memory has been ftill more
celebrated by a commendable con-
cert, to be feen in the -colletion
entitled his Tomb #, in many elegant
infcriptions, poems, eloges, and fu-
neral fongs, by perfons of quality
and of learning, as well Frenchmen
as foreigners; for it was reafonable,

* This colle€tion confits of no lefs than one

hundred and fixty quarto pages of French and
Latin poems, dedicated to the memory of St
Marthe by a number of different hands ; fo much
having been written, in verfe, concerning him,
within {ix years after his death,

and
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and feemed very juft, to give himfelf
what he had beftowed on othersy and
that he, who had as well revived the
worthy actions of kings and of princes,
and withdrawn from the obfcurity of
the grave fo many illuftrious men,
was himfelf as much celebrated and
honoured by fo many rare wits, who
furvived him. But I will venture to
fay, that perhaps it will never be in
proportion to his merit, nor {fo wor-
thily as his many perfections require;
that they have given him a folid
glory.

Which has given occafion to the
Jate monfieur de Riz, moft worthy
firft prefident in the parliament of
Rouen, whom we have formerly men~
tioned, when writing to the eldeft
fon of the deceafed, in order to con-

m 4 fole
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fole him for this great lofs, to give
to his memory this beautiful eloge :
“ That he furvived the laft of the
“ learned men of the good century
¢ paft; whofe manners were as plea-
“ fant and elegant as his poetry;
“ and that he feems to have remained
“ among us after the other great
“ men of his wing, in the opinion
“ of whom he has been the chief,
« to ferve for a pattern.” Anether
man of merit, rendering the fame
pious office to his children, writes
likewife: ¢ that the lofs of this
¢ jlluftrious hero (fo he calls him)
“ was not peculiar to them. ' For
“ as a tree fo excellent, and divine,
¢ had its trunk and its roots in their
“ family; n the fame manner its
boughs, and  its agreeable fruits,

“ extended

[ 1
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]

L

extended themfelves to every part
“ of the world, where the Mufes and
¢ learning were held in efteem. So
¢ that the lamentation for him was
¢ univerfal.”

As the year of the birth of Scevole
de Sainte Marthe was fo fortunate, that
it likewife produced other great per-
{onages, of whom we have made men-
tion; in the fame manner the time
of his death has been unlucky from
that of two others of great name,
who were Nicolas Coeffetau, bithop
of Marfeilles, and Peter Janin, coun-
fellor to the king, prefident in the
parliament of Bourgogne, and fuper-
intendant of the finances, whofe piety
and erudition, which were joined to
an ardent zeal for the fervice of his
country (qualities equally remarkable

) 11}
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in him of whom we are fpeaking);
were to them in all refpects as great
fteps for mounting to the femples
of honour and immortality ; in which
I fofpend and confecrate this tablet
of a man {o recommendable. Some
other more happy wit, and better
pencil than mine, will be able
hereafter to embellifh’ him with
more lively colours and bolder fea-
tures. Neverthelefs, as it is, it will
fhew how much the French wits
of the fixteenth century excel in
every kind of literature ; and that
this perfonage yields to none of fo-
reign nations, feeing that he has ren-
dered himfelf fo accomplithed (to
finith as we began), that he has
been feen to appear with honour in
the aflemblies of the ftates, in the

councils
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councils of the king, in the provinces,
in public offices, and alfo in the fa«
cred garden of the Mufes, whom
he has tenderly cherifhed, as he has
been beloved by them. Thus we
fee that fo many rare qualities have
rendered his name and his memory
moft illuftrious to pofterity ; which
15 the moft worthy recompence that
can attend thofe who rife to great and
generous actions.

Such was the life of this truly-
great man, whofe memory muft have
been ever dear to mankind, had he
only written his Peedotrophia ; but
fuch were the great qualities he dif-
played in the performance of the
duties to which he was {o frequently
called in the fervice of the ftate, that

E\’EI‘}*’







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BOOKIIL.] NURSINGAND REARING CHILDREN. 145

With gall of bulls, and Cummin’s pallid feed,
A plafter make, and o’er the belly {pread ;
This proves a certain cure, norneed Imind 383
What other we from old phyficians find.

Why fhould the Mufe rehearfe, in flowing ftrains,
Each fell difeafe, that gives an infant pains ?
So vaft their number, and fo thick they throng,
That ev'n their names would form inceffant fong: 390

Ver. 385. This proves a certain cure .] This, ora
fimilar remedy, has been advifed by all fucceeding phyficians ;
, and Dr. Underwood prefcribes much the fame, only changing
the plafter into an ointment. Cummin feeds are chiefly im-
ported from Sicily and Malta. They are accounted good carmi-
natives and ftomachics ; but are now, in a great meafure, laid
afide, on account of their difagreeable flavour. Their principal
ufe is in external applications, asa warm difcutient, antifeptic,
and anthelmintic ; for which purpofe they are fo ftrongly recom-
mended by St. Marthe, And fince he declares, from his own
experience, as one would think, that this plafter, with femen
fantonicum taken inwardly, prove a certain cure, I can fee no
reafon why they fhould not be perfifted in, inftead of peftering
the child with chymical remedies; which, though they may
prove equally effetual, muft be much more pernicious to the bow-
els. It is well obferved, by Dr. Underwood, that * thronghout
the cure, and afterwards, the diet thould bejiirictly attended to,
and all fat and greafy aliments abftained from. The child fhould
live upon milk, broths, and meats of eafy digeftion, with toafted
bread and honey, inflead of butter, which is exceedingly pernicious.'

Vol. I. p. 155,
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Which the maternal flux pours in his veins ;
Part diffipates in time, but part remains ;

The

i

* taét of the found with the morbid body, but have fuch force,
“¢ that they fpread their pernicious feeds by emitting very fub-
“ tile particles; which, lighting on foft fpongy fubftances, fuch
“ as cotton, wool, raw filk, and cloathing, penetrate into them,
* and there remain pent up, for a confiderable time; in the fame
“ manner, as I have, elfewhere, accounted for the wide progrefs
““ of the plague from Africa, its original country. Now the {mall-
‘* pox {eems to be a plague, of its own kind, which was originally
- ** bred in Africa, and more éfpecially in Athiopia, as the heat
“ there is exceffive; and thence, like the true plague, was brought

“ into Arabia and Egypt, after the manner above mentioned.”
This doftrine is now confirmed by experience; and, asa proof
of it, the fame author gives the following faél; which, he fays,
was attefled to him by a gentleman who had been, for many
years, governor of Fort St. George, in the Eaft Indies: ** While
““ he was in that poft, a Dutch fhip putinto the Cape of Good
% Hope, fome of the crew of which had had the fmall-pox in
¢ the voyage thither. The natives of that country, who are
“¢ called Hottentots, zre fo wild and ftupid, that they might feem
¢ to be of a middle {pecies between men and brutes; and it is
¢ their guftom to do all fervile offices for the failors, who land
& there. Now, it happened that fome of thefe miferable wretches
¢ were employed in wafling the linen and clothes of thofe men
““ who had been affliCted with the diftemper; whereupon, they
*¢ were feized with it, and it raged among them with fuch vio-
“ lence, that moft of them perithed under it; but, as foon as
“ fatal experience had convinced this ignorant people, that the
¢ difeafe was fpread by contagion, it appeared that they had na-
“ tural fagacity enough to defend themfelves; for, they con-
“ trived to draw lines rcund the infefted part of their country,
“ which
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And chief prefer the herb, with {preading leaves,
That from the lofty elm its name receives;
The fragrant herb, to ancient times unknown, 3565

That {heds new grace and glory on our own;
Whofe pow’rs, inherent in its facred juice,
Of all, can befta breathing fweat prﬂdui.t:c,

Relieve

Ver. 568. Of all, can beft a breathing fuweat produce,] Dr. Mead
alfo recommends gentle fiweating, efpecially in the moft dange-
yous fpecies of the {mall-pox ; and this fliould be tried, about
the fourth or fifth day, after the evacuations already mentioned
have taken place. Spiritus Mindereri, and other Saline Mixtures
are now chiefly ufed for this purpofe, the herb recommended in
the text, though ftill retained in the Materia Medica, being al-
moft entirely laid afide in modern prattice; and 1apprehend there
are few phyficians at prefent alive, who can determine its virtues
by experience. At the fame time, its fragrant and moft refrefh-
ing fmell feems to {hew that an infufion or decoflion of its leaves
_ and flowers would be an excellent antifpafmodic and diaphore-
tic in this diforder. Itis called ulmaria, from ulmus, the elm,
having fome refemblance to the figure of that tree: and as St
Marthe beftows {uch encomiums on it, and had doubtlefs made
trial of it as & diaphoretic himfelf, T Mall give the following ac-
count of it from Dr. Lewis: Ulmaria, five Regina Prati Ph.
« Ed. Barba capre floribus compaétis C. B. meadow-{weet, or
# queen of the meadows ; a plant with tall, {mooth, reddifh,
«s prittle ftalks ; and oval, {harp.puiut:d, indented leaves, fet in
« pairs along a middle rib, with {maller pieces between ; and at

the end, a large odd one divided into three f{ections, wrinkled

& and green above, white underneath ; on the tops come forth
1 I-Ifgﬂ















































































































































































































