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4 INFLAMMATORY DISEASES.

3. The conftitutions molt liable to the attacks of this
difeafe are the fanguine, and thofe alfo of a tenfe fibre.
It is moft frequent i its occurrence at the prime of life,
or from the age of 14to 35, being peculiar to a cold or
temperate climate, and prevailing chiefly in the {pring.

4. Its caufes may, in general, be afcribed to ITTeg -
larity : either by 1. Sudden expofure to cold, or changes
of temperature ; 2. Obftru@ion of ufual evacuations ;
3. Excefs in diet, particularly in drink; and, 4. Vio~
lent exercife.

5. A crifis is generally obtained here on fome of the
critical days, the difeafe feldom exceeding in duration
the 14th ; and that either by a hemorrhage, particular-
ly from the nofe ; a fweat ; a diartheea ; or the depofi-
tion of a fediment in the urine. Such crifes, phyfici-
ans have obferved, are commonly alfo preceded by cer-
tain variations in the pulfe.

6. Our prognofis, or opinion, muft be regulated by
the degree of violence in the fymptoms ; efpecially thofe !
about the breaft and inteftines ; fuch as violent oppref-
fion, early and ftrong tendency to {leep, fighing, and
involuntary difcharge of the ufual evacutions; all which
are highly dangerous. _

=. Inthis difeafe, where fatal, diffections have ofteneft
fhewn effufion to have taken place within the cranium,
a determination to the veflels of the head, fometimes
producing {fuppuration, &c. and at other times topical
affe@ions of fome of the vifcera.

8. The fubfequent effeéts of this fever on the confti-
tution are oftener falutary than morbid. Thus palfy
and other nervous affections are frequently cured by it;

the growth of body accelerated; and the ftate of the

i
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alimentary canal amended. But in fome cafes where
the inflammaticn has proceeded too far, topical affec-
tions of the vifcera are the confcquence. :

9. From the [tate of body and the caufes of the dif-
eafe defcribed (3. and 4.) its proper treatment confifts
in abating the excefs of heat and plethora, (or fullnefs)

-which prevails. In doing this, however, bleeding muft
be {paringly ufed, from the hazard of the fever chan-
ging into one of a different type or form. But where
-the head is much affected, topical bleeding, by leeches
or a fcarificator, may be ufefully employed ; and if
ficknefs and naufea prevail, vomiting may be excited
by the antimonial folution, which will likewife have
the effett of pafling downwards, and obviating the
coftivenefs which ufually attends this difeafe ; but fuch
vomiting fhould be confined to the firlt flage. To re-
lax the {urface, thin tepid drinks, acidulated with ve-
getable acids or nitre, in divided dofes, fhould be plen-
tifully ufed ; and after proper evacuations, if delirium
and difficult refpiration prevail in a high degree, blif-
ters may be then applied. Attention fhould alfo be
paid to the ftate of the inteftines; and fuline purges,
when neceffary, exhibited.

10. This form of fever, though fo often defcribed by
writers of the former age, is now more rarely met with
. in practice ; and, from certain conftitutional changes,
fevers in general, afflume at prefent more of the ner-
vous and putrid, than of the real inflammatory nature.

Topical I nflammation.

I. Such is the method to be purfued, where a ge-
- neral nflammatory ftate of the fyltem prevails ; from
4 3
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it we proceed to conflider the nature of J/aflasamation, when |
more immediately confining it{elf to particular parts,

2. Inflammation confills in a {welling and rednefs of’
a part, with pain, and a lefion of its funétions; there:
prevails a fenfe of throbbing, undulatory motion ini
its veflels ; and the blood, when drawn, difcovers a.
buff coat on the {urface, or feparation of the glutinous;
part from thg reft of the mafs.

3. It is gﬁeneranp attended with a fenfe of cold and!
fhivering, fucceeded by a degree of anxiety and op-.
prefion, with heat, thirft, and watching. The pulfe, at;
firlt weak and quick, becomes full and hard, and an,
acute or obtufe pain is felt in the affedled part.

4. Its caufes are the application of much heat or:
cold ; any acrid matter producing irritation ; external|
violence ; morbid congeftions or determinations to par-.
ticular parts, &c.

5. The {fymptoms of inflammation evidently {hew a.
morbid increafe of circulation in the inflamed part;;
and likewife an increafed action of the contiguous veflels ;
to a certain extent; but thefe {ymptoms are modified |
fomewhat by the peculiar nature of the affected part.,

This ftate of inflammation is either terminated by,

1/}, Refolution. When this excefs of fluid is returned |
into the general circulation, or exhaling into the cellu-.
lar fubftance of the part, is afterwards, in a certain|
quantity, abforbed.

2d, Suppuration. When the matter or fluid exhaled,,
too grofs for abforption, acquires a peculiar nature, in,
confequence of the part affluming, as an effe& of in--
fammation, a fort of fecretory power.

3d, Gangrene, When the tone of the veflels is fo-
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the inflammation is flight and external, without empty--
ing the veflels of the part, thefe applications will oftem
be fuccefsful.

2d, Where the inflammation; again, is feated inter--
nally, by exciting on the external furface a fuperior ir--
ritation to that arifing from the difeafe, by means off
blifters, rubefaciants, and other ftimulants.

3d, By promoting a counter-determination from the:
affeCted part, by the application of iffues, or the exhi--
bition of emetics, though the fuccefs of this laft reme--
dy is more doubtful.

4th, Where fuppuration is preferred, or likely to en--
fue, the reverfe of this treatment muft then be adopt--
- ed. Under certain reftritions, the force of the gene--
ral circulation muft rather be promoted, and the tegu--
ments of the part thinned, as much as poflible, by the:
application of relaxants in the form of poultice ; which,,
from the heat they alfo contain, will haften the ma--
turation of the efflufed fuid, and reduce it fooner toy
the ftate of pus. In all cafes, where fuppuration isi
wanted, the poultices fhould be large. Of the tribe of!
relaxants, which are numerous, the bef, perhaps, is;
the common poultice, bread and milk, which fhould be:
renewed as often as it lofes its heat and moilture, on
which alone its effects depend ; or the lintfeed cake,
which is equally emollient.

10. Gangrene 1s a termination to be always avoid-
ed, wherever threatened. It is known by the colour
of the part affeted becoming dark, livid, and even
black, preceded often by watery veficles or blifters.
When thefe fymptoms appear, a lofs of tone has en-
{ued ; and to the phyfician, gangrene occurs moft fre-
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quently when from this caufe. The prevention of
its farther progrefs is to be attempted, by a liberal ufe
of tonic and antifeptic remedies; the belt of which
are the bark and wine, fuited to the circumftances of
the cafe, and fimilar applications of an antifeptic and
fpiritous nature, muft be alfo made to the part itfelf;
the moft powerful of which is, the fal ammoniac
and vinegar. When mortification has actually begun,
its topical treatment becomes then the bufinefs of {ur-

gery. -

I1. Phrenfy. (Phrenitis.)

1. PurENSY, or inflammation of the brain, is attend-

ed with acute fever, marked by quick, ftrong, and
hard pulfe, violent headach, flufhed face, impatience of
light and noife, peculiar wild look, watchfulnefs, and
impetuous delirium.
2. It molt commonly attacks the irritable, or thofe
of a paffionate difpofition and a weak head. Its time
is. the feafon of youth, or from the age of 15 to 35,
‘and it is chiefly epidemic in the exceflive heats of fum-
mer, and in warm climates, being feldom met with in
this country.

3. Its caufes are drunkennefs, watching, long expo-
fure to excellive heat, efpecially when fuddenly applied
after previous cold, excefs of thought, or long-continu-
‘ed attention to one object.

4. Its crifis is generally on the 4th or 5th day, which
it feldom exceeds, by a hemorrhage, diarrheea, or depo-
fition of a fediment in the urine.

5. No difeafe is fo dangerous, in confequence of its
particular feat, and the fymptoms rife to a greater
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- 111 Zaflammation of the Eyes. (Ophtkalmia.)

" 3. OpuTaarmia confifts in an inflammation inveft
ing the membranes of the eye itfelf, or the eye-lids ; the
former being confined to the veflels of the adnata or
duter coat, the latter to the glands of the tarfus or
lid,

~2. Itis attended, at frft, with a fenfe of fomething
ike a mot in the eye, or as if flies were moving before
t; to which heat, rednefs, and fwelling of the part
ucceed, acute pain, impatience of light, and frequent.
¥y fever.  Thefe fymptoms produce either an acrid
erous difcharge, excoriating the cheeks, or clfe a pain-
ul drynefs of the organ.

3. Its caufes are cold, the fuppreflion of aceuftomed
Vacuaticns, excefs of light or heat, di unkennefs, acrid
umes, fixed attention to minute objelts, various difeafes
ffe@ing contiguous parts, &e.

4. When violent, fo as to affe® the internal parts,
ad when continuing leng, this difeafe often termi-
lates in a dimnefs of fight, arifing from an effufion
ato the humours of the eye, inducing opacity, or from
Apeck forming on the eye ; which, when occurring in
Aerophulous or venereal habit, is with great difficul-
§f removed,

5. Ophthalmia is never fatal, unlefs changing to a
ifferent difeafe or phrenitis 3 and the appearances of
1¢ part, on diffe&tion, are nothing different from the
ommon confequences of inflammation, viz. thickening
f membrane, fuppuration, gangrene, &e.

6. The firlt kind deferibed (2.)s when attended with
IVer, requires,in its cure general, and fometimes re.
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peated bleedings, from the hazard of the more inter
nal parts of the eye being alfo affeéted ; but when m
fever prevails, topical bleeding with leeches from thi
neighbouring veflels, or fcarification of the part itfell
will be fufficient. Purging is alfo particularly adaptec
to this difeafe; blilters near the part, as the nap «
the neck, and behind the ears, continued for fevera
days at once, have been alfo recommended. Topica:
applications, of a cooling and aftringent nature, undee
the appellation of eye-wathes, are much ufed. Thee
confilt of dilute folutions of fugar of lead, white vitrio)
coagulum aluminofum, verdigrife, camphor, brandy)
&c. Thefe, and even emollient liniments, are highl!
neceffary where the eye-lids, as often happens, ar
glued together, in order to keep them feparate.

When the difeafe, however, feems more of a fcrophu
lous nature, affecting chicfly the tarfus, and attendes
with ulceration, bark, mercury, and mineral waterr
are the proper remedies; and their fuccefs may b
haftened by the topical application of mercury or cop
per, in the form of folution, or ointment, &c. In th!
fpecics, cold bathing of the head has often proved!
cure ; eleéricity has likewife been ufeful.

In cafe of dimnefs, or where the difeafe is conftity
tional, iffues near the part fhould be formed, and atter
tion to a fpare diet enjoined.

In all inftances of ophthalmia, the irritation of ligll
is to be particularly avoided. Where only one eye
afected, it is commonly fucceeded by that of th
other, efpecially in fcrophulous habits. There 1s all
much tendency to a recurrence of the difeafe, and
has been known to renew its attacks at (tated periods
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‘fank, the eye correfponds to this {tate, and becomes of
a dull white or yellowifh hue. Under thefe {fymptoms
a fenfible emaciation takes place; the region of the li-
ver, on examination, appears at laft fomewhat full,
and a {welling can be traced. By this diltenfion the
breathing becomes affe@ed, and particularly aggravated
when laid on the left fide, attended with a hoarfe dry
cough. In the end, dropfical fymptoms, aus well
as jaundice, fupervene; and, by this complication
of diforders is the patient cut off. Sometimes an ab-
fcefs, opening externally, if not curing, at leaft pro-
longs the life of the fufferer.

3. This fpecies of the difeafe lafts for months, feme-
times for years ; and is perhaps, on the whole, lefs fa-
tal than any other cafe of fchirrus, efpecially internal
fchirrus ; for there are a great number of inftances of
recovery from this affe@ion, even under very deplo-
rable circumftances. 1n this climate, however, it is in
general the mark of a worn-out conftitution, or the ef-
fe& of intemperance in the ufe of ardent fpirits, which
1s its molt frequent caufe.

# 4. In tracing this difeale by diffe&ions, the appear-
ance the liver exhibits is that of a fchirrous ftate,
either general or partial. 'The former is moft ccm-
mon, and the whole ergan is oftenelt found tuber-
culared, the tubercles being placed near each other.
They are of a rounded fhape, of various fize, from
that of a pin’s head to a hazel nut. The organ, in this
ftate, feels hard to the touch; its furface appears irre-
gular, and, not uncommonly, its lower edge is bent a
Jittle forwards. When cut into, it confifts of a brown-
ith, or yellowifh white folid matter. Nor is the fize of

C3
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fymptoms flight, opiates, to footh pain, may be occa-
fionally ufed, and anfwer beft in form of glyiter.

When ulceration prevails, and the difeale becomes.
chronic, balfamics, and other detergent medicines, mi-
neral waters, &c. will be properly had recourfe to.

X1I. Rbeumatifm. (Rbeumatifmus.)

r. RurumaTism confilts of wandering pains affed-.
ing the larger joints, efpecially thofe of the hip, knees,,
fhoulders, and elbows, fhifting in the courfe of the:
mulcles conne&ed with them, and much increafed oni
motion. It is divided into two kinds, the acute and |
chronic ; and this divifion is neceflary to be obferved,,
on account of their difference of treatment.

2. The acute kind occurs moft commonly from thes
age of puberty to that of 35. 1t is moft frequently;
met with in the fanguine temperament, being peculiar to)
2 mild climate, and attacking men oftener than women,,
at the feafons of {pring and autumn, when viciﬂitudesf
of heat and cold take place; and the right fide of r;lm;r
body, as has been obferved, is oftener the fubjeét off
this difeafe than the left.

3. Its caufes are the fudden application of cold, whem
heated, changes of weather, and exceffes inducing as
plethoric fate; but g9 cales of the 10¢ arnfe from thes
two former caufes

4. In the acute kind it is generally attended witht
inflammatory fever ; and its firlt fymptoms begin witl
a confiderable rigor, in which the pulfe is hard andl
fall. and the other febrile appearances attend, thought
the head is generally clear, and no internal ficknefs of
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any kind prevails. An exacerbation alfo takes place
every evening, and during the night the pains are
moft fevere, {hifting their fituation, and leaving be-
hind, on the part afle@ed, a degree of rednels and
fwelling. |

5. When the fever departs a degree of pain and ftiff-
nefs is frequently felt in the joint, which recurs on
changes of weather, without fever, infomuch that fuch
patients, from their feclings, can prognofticate it ; this
conltitutes the chronic kind, (or arthrodynia) and often
continues with intermiflions for the remainder of life.

6. Our opinion is feldom unfavourable in this difeafe,
unlefs an affetion of {fome of the principal organs at-
tends ; and the crifis is either by {weats, a hemorrhage,
diarrhea, or an irruption on the fkin; for it differs
from all other inflammations, in a fuppuration feldom
occurring : Though fometimes there is a ferous or gela-
tinous effufion.

7. Diffections of rheumatifm, unlefs complicated with
other difeafes, are rare ; but where this malady, from
the violence of the fever, has proved fatal, the fame
appearances are exhibited as defcribed in inflammatory
fever. In the feat of the difeafe, viz. the joints, thick-
ening of membranes, adhefions, and gelatinous effu-
fion, are the only peculiar phenomena; but in the
chronic kind, we often meet with palfy of the affected
part, or incurable anchylofis.

8. In the treatment of the firft or acute kind, large
and repeated bleedings are neceflary ; as indicated by
the ftrength of the pulfe, efpecially on the firlt days,
and where there is much topical pain.—After thele ge-
meral bleedings, topical may be next employed; the
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the fit, and the ftomach feels, as it were, in a morr
healthy ftate.

4. The fit itfelf generally commences early in thh
merning, with a pain affedling one hand or foot, oftes
in the firft joint of the great toe; a rigor and other f&
brile fymptoms attending : through the day, the paii
fuffers an exacerbation, gradually remitting about thi
fame time next evening that it began, and entirell
ceafing with a gentle fweat, when fleep is permittecd
and a rednefs and fwelling is perceived on the part.

5. A repetition of the fame pain happens frequentll
in this manner, for feveral days before its final depan
ture ; and when it goes off, the parts affefted becomn
itchy, the cuticle {cales off, and a lamenefs is felt, pra
portioned to the feverity and duration of the difeafd
At firft, the paroxyfms occur only once in three or fow
years, thereafter they become annual, and increafe grz
dually, till the joints lofe entirely their motion, and
calcarecus matter is generated in them; after whic:
the difeafe may be {aid to be conltant, and inftead cf
confining itfelf to the joints, it attacks other parts d
the body, ending in apoplexy, palfy. althma, &ec. ad
cording to the particular vital parts that then beconm
its feat. Hence, from this variety in its hillory, th
difeale has been divided into different {pecies, accord
ing to the mode of attack. the progrefs of the fit, am
the part it feizes, and different appellations aflignes
them.

6. Thofe long fubje& to gout, poffefs alfo more «
lefs of a nephritic affection, arifing from calculous conl
cretions in the kidneys, and this afleftion alternate
generally with the paroxyfms of the former difeafe.
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. To dire& our opinion, it may be obfurved, that
%the ﬁt is generally fhorter in proportion to the violence
‘of the febrile fymptoms, and the longer intermiflior ;
that acute pain is more favourable, by fhe'ing the af-
{e&ion confined to one place ; and that in youth a cure
is more eafily to be expe&ed than in old age, or where
the difeafe is hereditary, and tophi formed.

8. Its caufes are good-living, no&urnal debauches,
efpecially in the ufe of acid and auftere drinks, want
of exercife, or too much of it where the difeafe is once
begun, a lax moilt habit, immoderate venery, {up-
prefled evacuations, affections of mind, cold applied to
the extremities, &c.

9. Where gous proves fatal, by fuddenly attacking
the (tomach, or fome other principal organ, diffe&tions
often difcover no organical change in the feat of the
difeafe. But where the conftitution has been worn
out by its flower ravages, various morbid affe@tions of
the head and vifcera, particularly {chirrus of the latter
are confpicuous. Externally the {mall, fometimes the

larger, joints are more or lefs deltroyed by the forma-

tion of a chalky concretion, or vitiated {fynovia, chang-
g their fecretion, and rendering them fiff and im-

- moveable. 1In all the gouty cafes of Morgagni, he al-

ways found calculi in the kidneys, of various colour
and fize, but much, in their nature and appearance, re-
fembling the concretions of the juints.

10. Two indications require to be attended to in the
cure.

- The fir/l is to fhorten the paroxyfm when once com-
menced ; and,

“The ficond, to prevent its recurrence.
D
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4. Thefe fymptoms are generally fucceeded in 2 fhortt
time by blifters of different fizes, which contain a thini
colonrlefs matter; and their fkin is {frequently of a black:
livid colour, though no gangrene takes place; fome--
times, efpecially on the eye-lids, they come to fuppu--
ration, while the relt of the fkin, where they are nott
formed, fufers a defquamation.

5. On the appearance of inflammation on the face no»
remiflion of febrile fymptoms occur, ; fometimes even:
an exacerbation is apparent, and the inflammation ge--
nerally continues for eight or ten days, while the pa--
tient, where the difeafz is violent, dies commonly oni
the gth or 11th day of its attack ; fometimes {ooner..
When mild, aguin, as the inflammation departs, the:
fever and other {ymptoms abate, without any apparentt
crifis; and the fkin, on the part inflammed, turns yel-.
lowith, and the cuticle fcales off.

6. Qur opinion is determined by the conftitution andi
age of the patient, and by the violence of the febrilez
fymptoms ; for if no delirium or coma takes place,,
there is little appearance of danger, butif they appeart

early in the difeafe, and rife to any height, great dan.-
ger is to be apprehended.

7. Lrifipelas of the face, where fatal, difcovers, oni
diffe@ion, inflammation of the brain, and its confe--
quences, or the fame appearances of the head as delcri--
bed in inflammatory fever and phrenzy.

8. This difeafe is to be treated by the ufual means nﬁ
obviating inflammation, by bleeding, as directed by the:
ftate of the pulfe, by the ufe of diaphoretics to relax the:
furface, and where the head is affedled, by laxatives to)
produce a revulfion, After thefe evacuations, blifterss
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may be applied as near as poflible to the feat of the af-
fo@tion, the body being kept, as much as pofiible, in
the ere@ polture, and afpure diet enjoined..

With a topical vizw the beflt applications are dry
mealy powders, as the litharge and ftarch, &e.

9. When occurring on the other parts of the body,
_erifipelas is generally preceded by drowfinefs, and o-
ther feverifh fymptoms, which depart on the appear-
ance of the inflammation, and. are feldom dangerous ;
but the difeafe fometimes thifts it place, on leaving one
part, attacking another at firlt unaffected.

- 10. Some cales of erifipelas have been mentioned a3
pollefling a putrefcent tendency, and, where they cc-
cur, the bark, wine, and other antifeptics, mult be em-
ployed internally, and the gangrene of the part pre-
vented by {piritous fomentations, cataplafms, &c. "This
difeafe is confidered as critical at times, curing epilep-
1y, fpafmodic cholic, and aithma, to which the patient
has been fubje.

XV. Small Pox. (Variola.)

1. THE fmall pox is a difeafe depending on a fpecific
eontagion affecting a perfon but once, which, when in-
troduced into the body, produces fever; and, on the
gd or 7th day of it, an eruption of fmall inflamed
"pimples, which, in eight days from this period, are
dried up, and fall off in cruits, leaving a pit or mark.

2.. This difeafe firlt appeared in Arabia, from which
it was tranfported, by commercial intercourfe, into
Europe : the young of both fexes arc chiefly expoled.
to its attacks, which are molt frequent during the
{pring and {ummer..

D3
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more of a nervous or T'yphoid nature, and is more vio-
lent, the caufe being more confiderable ; and epileptic
fits occur, which ufher in the Pox, or prove fatal before
the eruption.

7- When the eruption appears, it is generally earlier
than ufual, viz. on the third day, being frequently pre-
ceded by, or attended with a rofy efflorefcence, and
appearing in clufters like the meafles ; they are moft
numerous on the face, and after the eruption, little or
no remiflion of {ever is obferved.

8. The veficle on the top is alfo perceived here
fooner than in the difiina kind, but the puftules never
rife to any eminence, retaining a particular Hatnefs, and
hever arrive to a proper fuppuration. ‘Ihe fwelling
of the face is alfo more confiderable, and begins ear-
lier, and on the 1-th and 11th days, an exacerbation
of the fever, termed the fecondary fever, takes place.

1he flow of faliva is likewifs more conftant in this
form of the difeafe, though inftead of it, in infants, a
diarheea commences, and the affections: of the fauces
prevail in a higher degree.

9. Putrid fymptoms frequently appear, the body
being covered with petechiz or livid blotches, and he-
morrhages taking place from different parts.

- 10. The caufe of this difeafe was mentioned as a cer-

tain ipecific matter, (i1.) which on entering the bo-
dy, is determined to an exit, more particularly by the
kin ; and the difference, therefore, in the appearance
of the difeafe, depends on the ftate of conflitution, and
Apecially of the fkin.  This difeafe would feem parti-
‘ularly fatal to fome families. without our being able
0 aflign a proper reafon for jt.
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rr. Our opinion muft here be regulated by the vari-
ous circumftances in the appearance of the difeafe ; for
the more the eruption retains the firlt or diltin¢t form off
the difeafe, the fafer it is found: But in the confluentt
fmall pox, there is always danger; the degree of whicha
is denoted by the violence and continuance of the fes:
ver, and the marks of putrefcency : in this laft cafe it
proves fatal on the 8th, or more frequently on the 11thy,
and fometimes not till the 14th day of the difeales
In this difeafe, alfo, the {tate of voice and ref{piratiom
have been regardzd as leading diagnoltics, and thed
pumber and appearance of the puftules on the face
more than elfewhere, influence our prognofis. In thes
confluent kind, the longer the fwelling of the face andd
hands remains, it is the more favourable.. '

12. Difle@tions of confluent fmall pox difcover mucl!
the fame morbid appearances, internally, as are to bei
found in putrid fever, no pultules having been me:
with in a variety of fatal cales examined by differeny
authors, on any of the internal vifcera. |

13. The cure of {fmall pox depends on the generas
principles of the antiphlogiltic plan, efpecially in a frez
admiflion of cold air, which may be carried here &
greater excefs than in any other difeafe ; and not cort
tent with this, in the warm climates even cold bathi
ing is employed.

Bleeding, if the fever is high, may alfo, in adults, bt
performed, but at the fame time cautioufly, from thy
danger of the fubfequent debility ; the ufe of coolima
purgatives feems particularly indicated, with acid amn
diluent drinks. In the beginning, where much fick
nefs prevails, emetics may be exhibited, and, in conl
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junction with them both, the vegetable and mineral
acids. Where putrid {ymptoms appear, the bark and
wine will be properly employed, and, from the gth day
of the difeafe, an opiate at bed-time will be found of
fervice.

14. But befides this general treatment, particular
fymptoms of the difeafe will likewife require a fpecial
attention. Thus, where convulfions are frequent, a ri-
gorous application of cold, opiates, even fomentations,
and the warm bath, have moderated their violence.
Where the refpiration is much impeded, or deglutition
from the tumor of the fauces difficult, blifters may be
applied, and gargles ufed to remove the vifcid mucus.
Where the fever alfo continues {trong, antimonials, in
naufeating dofes, fo as to pafs downwards, will be of
fervice.

15. The confequences of fmall pox are often, if not
the formation, at leaft the firfl appearance of fcrophu-
laj for, from that period, difeafed glands fhow them-
elves in different parts, and confumption takes place,
Tom a fimilar ftate of the lungs.

16. As{mall pox proves fo frequently fatal, two out
f every eleven that are feized with it being, accord-
ng to computation, cut off ; and as a disfiguration of
he face, by its leaving certain hollows or pits, occurs,
L method has been employed of communicating the in-
ection artificially, {o as to prevent the violence of the
lifeafe, and avoid thefe confequences.

Tnoculation.

17. Tuis method, termed inoculation, confilts in the
aroduction of a fmall portion of variolous or pecky
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matter betwixt the cuticle and fkin, on the point of i
lancet, which, by being abforbed in the fpace of eighi
or twelve days from this period, produces an eruption
of a mild kind 3 the body being prepared, in the intes
rim, by an abftinence from animal food, and by tha
frequent ufe of mercurial and antimonial medicines dee
termining to the inteftines.

18. This pradlice has been employed by different na
tions, and in different ways. It was firlt introduced
into Britain from Turkey, and improved by a numbes
of phyficians, till it arrived at its prefent fimplicity, 1§
as to render the difeafe no longer dangerous.

19. To enfure its fuccefs, however, certain cautiom
have been deemed neceflary to be obferved with regart
to the operation; for,

1/, The perfon fthould be free from any other difl
eafe.

2d, The extremes of heat and cold fhould be avoid
ed. '
3d, The age of the perfon fhould be as little advary
ced as poflible, and the fourth month is commonly pre
ferred.

4th, Matter taken Fer a found conftitution ﬂmuﬁ
be ufed.

20. When once inoculation takes place, the antiphl
giltic regimen muft be purfued, and when the cruption
appears, the fame treatment will be requifite as fon
merly recommended in the difin& kind. (13.)

21. Late experiments, however, feem to thow, tha
thefe reftrictions of diet are lefs neceflary, that prepare
tion alfo has little effe& on the future eruption, am
that the caufe of its mildaefs is to be -afcribed to thl
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high as the diflin& fmall pox, on the fecond day. Dua
ring the fame number of days they continue out, and]
the vivid rednefs of the face gradually decreafes; the
turgefcence, which takes place on the eruption, alfct
diminifhes, a defquamation coming on. :

3. The eruption is always attended with fome hoarfe:
nefs, and this hoarfenefs, or at lealt cattarhal fymptoms;
often precede it for fome days, with difficulty of refpi:
ration, and a dry cough; the eyes being particularlyy
affected, and a coryza, with frequent fneezing, take:
place. Adfter the eruption, the fever, in fome cafess
fuffers a remiflion, though in others, and moft coma
monly, not till the defquamation commences ; for, diff
ferent from diflin@ {mall pox, the fever, after the erupp
tion, rather increafes. When the defquamation takez
place, the cough, which ftill continues, frequentl{
brings on a rheumatic affe@ion, while a diarrheea a
the fame time attends.

4. Our opinion in this difeafe is to be determined by
the appearance of the catarrhal {fymptoms, and the de!
oree of inflammatory diathefis or habit, which, whes
fatal, is generally on theétminth day, and alfo the diar!
hea which continuing obftinate, often proves mortak
It is, however, more the confequences of this difeafel
than the difeafe itfelf, we are to dread ; for, even thougy
not violent. it is often {ucceeded by ophthalmia and com
Jfumption, more rarely by drop/y.

5. Where diffedions have been made of children dy)
ing of meafles, the morbid appearances are chiefly com
fined to the lungs and inteftines. The bronchie feenm
ed little affeced, but the fubftance of the lungs betray)
ed ftrong marks of inflammation, tending to gangrens
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any irritation in the part ; and, when profufe, by ftop--
ping the noftril itfelf. |

5. Where a plethoric habit is evident, in adults,,
bleeding in the arm may be performed, cocling purga--
tives exhibited, and every part of the antiphlogiftice
courfe employed. When arifing from f{uppreft evacu-«
tions, thefe are either to be reftored, or a difcharges
made by iflues, &c,

XX, Sffﬂfng Cfﬂfaﬂff. (Hfmﬂ_pr_}ﬁ.r.}

1. HimorTysis is a difcharge of blood from thes
mouth, of a florid colour, brought up with more orr
lefs conghing, preceded by a rigor and other feverifhy
iymptoms, with anxiety, and a fenfe of weight aboutt
the precordia, often pain externally in fome part of thes
thorax, attended or preceded by a faltifh talte of thes
faliva, and a fenfe of heat under the fternum. :

2. It depends on a rupture of blood-veflels in thes
lungs, and though it may be cccaficned by externall
viclence at any period, yet its attacks are molt frequent;
from the agé: of fixteen to that of 335, in thofe pers
fons where a faulty proportion, either in the veffels off
the lungs, or in the capacity of the cheft, takes place i
being diftinguithed by a narrow thorax, and prominentt
fhoulders ; or in thofe who are of a delicate make, and
fanguine temperament, with a long neck, who, in theﬁfl'
difpofitions, are pofleft of much fenfibility and off
acute genius. But this difeafe may occur in any con-
{litution, where fuppreft evacuations havf:-taken-placezi

3. Its caufes, in fuch conflitutions are external heat 33
hence it frequently appears in the end of fpring, andi
beginning of fummer,—changes of atmafphere, violent exeres
eife in refpiration, fupprofl evacuations, c.
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4. Of all the hemorrhages, it is the molt dangerous,
though it feldom comes in fuch quantity as to be im-
mediately fatal at once, and our opinion is more or lefs
favourable, according to the habit or age at which it
occurs, and the caufes inducing it. It is lefs to be
dreaded in youth, but there is hazard in weak confti-
tutions, and in thofe who have been previoufly debilitat-
ed, of its ending in confumption ; the appearance of
epilepfy, or hiccup, are fatal fymptoms.

s« Where this difeafe proves fatal, in confequence of
the hemorrhage, the effufion is generally from fome of
the larger veflels; and the cavity betwixt the lungs
and pleura, on diffecion, is difcovered full of bleod, {o
as to check entirely refpiration, and the fubftance of
the lungs inflamed at the place of the laceration.
Where the progrefs of bemoptyfis is flower, and termi-
nates in pulmonary confumption, the morbid appearances
of the lungs will be found under that difeafe.

6. Trom the danger attending this difeale defcribed
{4.), its cure muit proceed on a f{iri® obfervance of
the antiphlogiltic plan, elpecially by avoiding heat, and
every kind of bodily exertion, with the ufe of refrige-
rants, particularly acids and nitre, while blood-letting
may be performed under limitation, being only em-
ployed when the hemorrhage is profufe, and the pulfe
fuffers nothing from its fowing, with other marks of
inflammatory diathefis. - Cooling purgatives make allo
a neceflary part of the antiphblogiftic courfe required in
this difeafe.

Wherever there is fixt pain of the chelt, blifters are
certainly indicated.

E 3
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XXI1. Piles. (Hemorrhois)

1. THE piles confilt of fmall tumors fituated on thes
verge of the anus, or of a varicole ring furrounding it..
When a difcharge from fuch tumors takes place, theyy
are termed bleeding, when there is no difcharge, theyy
are termed dlind piles.

2. Itis generally a local affection, but, from frequentt
returns of the evacuation, it becomes conflitutional,,
{*ccurmg at certaia periods, and preceded by giddi--
nefs, headach, pain of back and loins, with a fenfe off
heat, and fullnefs in the part. It flows only when go--
mg to flool, though in fome cafes it takes place withes
out any difcharge of fieces, and in fuch quantity as too
prove fatal, or to induce a dropfical ftate. |

3. Its caufes are habitual coltivenefs, any fudden ap--
plication of cold, particularly to the lower extremities,,
a plethoric habit, exceffes, &c. It is a difeafe more fre=-
quent in advanced life; and oftener occurs in ‘womem
than men.

4. When ﬂnppmg in advanced life, in a perfon H.I:-r
cultomed to the difcharge, it is highly dangerous, beingg
fucceeded by apoplexy, &c.; and when habitual, it pofs
fefles a certain connedlion with the ftate of the ftomach,y
fo as to arife from particular affections of this organ,

5. Diflections of piles thew foft tumors round thes
verge of the anus, fometimes of a regular bulbousy
fometimes of an irregular form. They confilt partlyy
of the fine fkin round the anus on the outfide, partly o'Ei
the internal membrane of the gnt. They are generals-
ly entire, but have often finall openings in them, froma
which the blood is pouredout. They are the enlargedi
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bBranches of the meferaic vein. The reum itfelf is alfo
often, in part, contrated for a certain extent, and fome
of the fmall glands, in its fubftances, enlarged to a
confiderable fize.
- 6. Where the difeafe is merely local, depending on
caules adting on the part, a renewal of them {hould be
avoided ; and, as coltivenefs is one of the moft frequent,
a loofe belly is to be preferved by means of different
laxatives, fuited to the particular conltitution ; the beft
of which are cream of tartar, flower of fulphur, and
the caftor oil. When arifing again from a prolapfus
of the anus itfelf, (which is alfo a frequent caufe) the
part {hould, after ftool, be carefully replaced, chufing,
for the purpofe of favouring it, a horizontal pofture ;
and the belt method of replacing it, is by forming a
Paper into a cone, and having anointed it, let it be in-
troduced into the rectum, by which the prolapfed part
will be put up.—Its return is to be prevented by avoid-
ing the occafional czufes, as much as poflible, which
induce it. |

7. Where the difcharge again is habitual, as arifing
from a plethoric flate, this plethora (or fullnefs) muft
be prevented by avoiding a fedentary life, ufing a {pare
diet, and guarding againlt intemperance in drink,
which is particularly hurtful in all cafes of hemorrhage;
but where the difeafe is flight, its occurrence Is)’ at
times, of fervice, by preventing the attack of more for-
midable affeétions, as vifceral mflammations, aflthma,
apoplexy, palfy, &c.

‘Exercife is proper ; but much ridiﬂg and walking,

as determining to the hemorrhoidal veflels, mult be
fhunned, .
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Cold bathing is alfo a tonic fuited to this difeafe, and!
in the intervals is highly ufeful, where there prevails ay
prolapfus, if applied to the part ; during the continua-.
tion of the flow, a horizontal polture mult be ufed, a--
voiding heat, and paying attention to a cool diet. 1f?
the difcharge is profufe, altringents, both external and!
internal, muft be employed. Where there is muchi
pain, leeches will be ufcful, and give the moft certaini
relief. Fomentations and poultices are alfo in this laftt
cafe had recour(e to, and the parts, during the conti--
nuance of the inflammation, fhould be carefully ancint--
ed with foft pomatum, or axunge, before going to ftool..

XX11. Floding. (Menorrhogia )

1. Froorixg confifts in a difcharge of blood fromu:
the vagina, exceeding the monthly flow, either in fre--
quency, duration, or quantity, attended with acute and!
permanent merbid fymptoms, producing a highly de-*
bilitated late of the fyftem.

The confideration of it, we confine here to its aﬁ'eﬁ-l
ing the unimpregnated female,

2. This difeale bas been divided into two ftages ; the:
afive and _lbqtﬁr D :

The former is marked by the ufual fymptoms of in--
flammatory fever, (1. 1. 2.) viz. a frequent ftrong hardi
pulfe. with acute pains of the back, loins, and belly.,
The latter is difplayed by various fymptoms of weak-:
nefs, as feeble pulfe, palenefs of face, breathing hurriedd
on the flighteft motion, and a train of nervous comes
plaints joined often with a leucophlegmatic habit. =

3. The appearance of the fluid difcharged is alfos
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various, and correfponds to thefe ftages of the difeafe.
At firlt it is generally very florid, fometimes blackith,
or of a pitchy colour ; but in the end, it acquires a
pale watery hue, and often gives place to a white mu-
cous difcharge, or elfe an acrid watery fluid, which ex-
coriates the paflage.

4- The mot frequent period of this difeafe is to-
wards the ceflation of the menfes, when an irregularity
in the natural flow takes place ; and fuch a ftate of de-
bility is often induced by it, that the patient can hard-
ly fland ere®, on account of the weaknefs of back it
brings on.

5. The caufes of this difeafe may be referred to,

' 17, General fullnefs of habit, or plethoric [tate.

2d, Accidental circumftances increafing the force.
of the general circulation, as violent exercife in dane
cing, ftrains; violent pafhons, &c. '

3d, Irritations, particularly ad&ting on the uterus,
as exceflive venery, and, efpecially in the menftruating
Iierind,_ coltivenefs, &c. :

. 4th, Laxity and debility of the organ, ‘in confe-
quence of child-bearing, abortion, &c. :

sth, Organic affections of it, as fchlrrus, Pﬂlypus,
ulceration, &c.

6. Our opinion in flosding muft be greatly determin-
ed by the nature of the caufe from which it proceeds.
When arifing folely from a general fullnefs of the fyf-
tem, there is little ritk to be apprehended, except its
occafioning a temporary debility ; but where, on the
other hand, its appearance is the confequence of an or-
ganic affection of the part, which is too often the cafe
after the age of 45, it is deemed generally incurable.
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Even where fimple laxity of veflels is the caufe, at the
above period, if profufe and long continued from thee
weaknefs produced by it, there is always danger of a
leucophlegmatic flate.

An almoft conftant effec of this malady, in young:.
er {ubjedts, is fterility during its continuance. $

7. Where the difeate has proved fatal, in confe--
quence of real lofs of blood in the unimpregnated fe--
male, the womb has been found, on diffedtion, chang--
ed by an organic affection confifting either of fchirrus,,
polypus, or ulceration. In the former, it is increafedd
i bulk, and often to a very great fize. Its fubftance:
is thick, hard, and, when cut into, fhews a firm [truces
ture interfeted with membranous fepta, the chara&er--
iftic of the fchirrous ftate. 'T'he internal furface, im
this cafe is, for the moft part, ulcerated, throwing out:
ragged procefles, and from thefe ulcerated parts, the:
hemorrhage proceeds. Polypus again confifts of a difs-
g‘eafed mals, adhering by a neck, to fome part of the ca--
vity of the uterus. It is furrounded with varicofe velz.
fels, and from thefe, when a rupture takes place, pm‘-'jl
fufe floodings arife. Thefe uterine polypi vary very’
much in their fize, confiftence, and form ; from which
circumitances, a greater or lefs tendency to hemor-
rhage arifes. Such organic affeétions feldom prevail till
after the middle of life, and the neck of the womb is
molt fubjeét to their attack. v
8. The treatment of Flooding mult differ accﬂrding;"
to the diflerent {lages of the difeafe. .

In the i/, where the inflammatory {ymptoms pref’%
vail, venefedtion may be performed, and every pa,r}'g;
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rggfmen; but when the difeale is moderate, an abfti-
nence from animal food, keeping warm, and employ-
mg diluents, will be fufficient to remove it.

When more violent, however, blood letting, for once,
may be perfurmed, and a determination procured to
the furface by the moft cooling diaphoretics, as fpiri-
tus Minderi, faline julap, with a grain or two of tartar
emetic, &c. the inteftines being kept clear by mild laxa-
tives.

The expe&oration may likewife bz promoted by the
different pectorals of the attenuating clafs, as f{quill,
gum amoniac, &c. and when the cough only is trouble-
fome, and no expectoration appears, by demulcents ;
and, after abatement of the inflammatory fymptoms,
more certainly ftill by opiates, which are beft employed
here in the form of troches.

When the breathing is confiderably impeded, blif-
ters may then be properly applied.

8. After the departure of the difeafe, a particular
weaknefs frequently remains, which is beft removed

by moderate exercife, the ufe of tonics, chalybeates,
&c.

XXIV. Dyfentery. (Dyfenteria.)

1. Dysenteky is a frequent mucous difcharge from
the anus, attended with a conftant urgent defire, vio-
lent gripes, frequently an evacuation of blood, and al-
moft always with fever.

2. It commences with a rigor and other febrile fymp-
toms, which generally accompany its progrefs, and is
preceded by coltivenefs, and an unufual flatulence of
the bowels, with lofs of appetite, frequently ficknefs

¥ |
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more powerful ones, as rhubarb and calomel, may then |
be employed.

Vomiting has alfo, in the beginning, been recom-.
mended ; but is only fuccefiful when the emetic paffes
at the fame time, downwards.

The acrimony of the matter may be corrected by
the ufe of oleous and emollient glyfters, and when the
pain is exceffive, as opiates rather at this period aggra-
vate the difeale, fomentations, and the femicupium or
warm bath, may be ufed, or blifters applied to the ab-
domen.

9. When, by thefe means, the violence of the dif
eafe has been overcome, the impaired tone of the intefe
tines may then be reltored,

1/, By opiatez and altringents, the beft of which laft
are red wine, Japonic confection, and logwood.

2d, Afterwards by the ufe of bitters and tonics,
the chief articles employed here are the Peruvian and ,f

Angultura bark, with the vitrielic acid, ﬁ::nn’:lf:tirm:s"r
lime water.

10. A peculiar praice with calomel has been adopt-
ed by fome phyficians in this difeafe. It is given in

fmall dofes, guarded with opium, fo as not to purge

till a flight falivation is induced, and from that period
the difeafe difappears. About 30 grains prove common-
ly fufficient for this purpofe,

11. The fever accompanying this difeafe frequently
appears under an intermittent form, and its treatment
1s to be regulated, as directed under that head, by the
application of the bark.



CLASS IL
NERVOUS DISEASES.

NEKT to difeafes of an inflammatory nature fol-
low, in the arrangement laid down, thofe which
have been termed Nervous, or fuch as depend more im-
mediately on an affection of the nervous {yftem, and in
which the powers of fenfe and motion are particularly
impaired.

1. Nervous Fever. (TJ?F‘E’”")

1. THE enumeration of this clafs of difeafes, in the
fame manner as the former, is begun with fever, which,
when of a nervous or typhoid kind, difplays, at its
commencement, a remarkable mildnefs in its {ymp-
toms. For, though a general laflitude and debility
prevail, it may continue for the {pace of eight or nine
days before confinement take place. During this time,
the mind appears much opprelt, and a remarkable de-
jection of {pirits is obferved, while though the nervous
energy feems diminifhed, yet the irritability of the {yf-
tem is {o increafed, that the lealt noife ftartles or occa-
fions a flutter, Atits beginning, little or no degree of
rigor is felt, there being only a fort of chillinefs, which
is neither fucceeded by auy remarkable increafe of heat,
nor other febrile fymptoms ; but the face is unufually
pale and funk, and, towards evening, the patient is al-
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port the ftrength; for every kind of inanition, efpecially
bleeding, increafes the feverity of the {ymptoms.

To cut fhort the progrefs of the fever, an emetic:
{hould firlt be exhibited, but it fhould fcarcely be re--
peated. The prime viz fhould afterwards be keptt
clean, by the ufe of mild laxatives, as, the cream of tar--
tar, or what is preferable, emollient glyfters; coftive--
nefs never being allowed here to exceed the third day..

This effe may be even obtained by pletniful dilu--
tion. But as the great point is to keep up the ftrength,,
the chief remedy to be depended on is wine given im
liberal quantities, but in fmall dofes at once, frequentlyy
repeated, according to the urgency of circumituncesy,
and joined with a nourifhing diet in the moft foluble
form. The ufe of refrigerants, efpecially the vegetable
acids, is to be alfo interpofed, and particular {ymp-
toms of irritation are to be obviated according to rheirs
nature, viz. affections of head and difficult refpirationy,
by the ufe of bliiters; diarrheea, by opiates and altrina
gents ; “watchfulnefs and irritability, by antifpafmo-
dics. ':

As foon as any remiffion appears, the bark muft bet
thrown in, provided the ftomach can bear it 3 for.if noti
the wine muft be {till preferred; or, if the fweats are
profufe, it muft be exhibited earlier. The applicatiors
of cool and pure air is a leading point in the cure obi
fever, and the degree of it is to be regulated by the
ftate of fymptoms. Even the application of cold bathd
ing here has been, in certain fituations, highly fervices

able. 1
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IL. Apoplexy. (Apoplexia.)

1. ArorrLExy confifts in a lofs of all the powers of
enfe and mniotion, external and internal, accompanied
vith deep fleep, and a noify or ftertorous breathing,
vhile the firength of the circulation remains the fame.

2. Its attacks are chiefly made after the 6cth year,
nid in thofe who are diftinguifhed by large heads and
10rt necks, of a corpulent habit, and indolent life, gi-
€R to excefs in drink, or who have been accuftomed
> periodical evacuations that are fuppreft.

3. Its appearance is often fudden, as if the perfon
ere thunder ftruck ; while, in other cafes, it is pre-
*ded by various fymptoms, denoting an affe@ion of
e brain, as fits of giddinefs, headach, hemorrhage
om the nofe, with interruption of fight and hearing,
" a falfe application of thefe fenfes, numbnefs of the
itremities, faultering in fpeech, lofs of memory, drow-
1efs, &c, _

4. In fuch conftitutions, it is generally induced by
ceffes of any kind, being frequently obferved to fol-
W violent exercife, paffions, fudden cold, much exter.
1 heat, long ftooping, &c. and is moft prevalent in
ring, immediately after the winter’s cold.

§. But, though thus occurring in particular confti-
tions, it is liable to be brought on, inany one, from
: application of the fumes of certain narcotic and
tallic fubftances, as opium, alcohol, mercury, lead,

Hence it is often difficult to diltinguith apo-

*y from drunkennefs, which we can only do by
:dmell, and alfo the duration of the fit, which, in
» latter, does not exceed from eight to twelve hours,









72 NERVOUS DISEASES.

or fuddenly commencing, bleeding is to be performed j;
a diarrheea thould alfo, by the ufe of acrid purgatives
be excited, if the patient is not too far advanced irg
life, as jallap, gamboge, hellebore, &c. Iffues are to bey
formed near the head, that a fufficient drain may takes
place, and a temporary fever fhould be induced by thes
application of [timulants, viz. volatile alkaline faltsj
acrid vegetables, as muftard, &c. aromatics, refinous
{ubitances, as the guiac and turpentines, &c. whickl
may be alfo externally employed in the form of bliff
ters, liniments, ointments, plailters, &c. along with frics
tion, the warm bath, and ele&ricity, which has ofters
been highly ufeful.

The diet thould be of a warm aromatic nature, the
body frequently brought into motion, and cold catiouff
ly avoided.

IV. Epilepfly. (Epilepsia.)

1. EriLersy is general convulfions affecting fomes
times one, fometimes both, {ides of the body, and ending|
in infenfibility or feeming {leep. .

2. This difeafe attacks by fits, and after a certaim
duration paffes off, leaving the perfon in his ufual ftatee
It molt frequently attacks children, though it is alfd
common to adults of either fex, and depends often onl
a particular {tate of the conftitution.

3. Its caufes are irritations either within the brain it{
felf, arifing from congeftions, tumors, &c. or a&inﬂ
upon it by {ympathy with the affeted parts, as frﬂm
worms, acrimony in ulcers, mental impreflions, ndnury
poifons, &c.; which meeting with a certain mobility ob
conititution, produce this difeafe,
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5th, Excrefcences adhering to it, and obltructings
its fun&tions, as polypi, hydatides, &c.
6th, Ulceration, and confequent corrofion.

8. In its cure it requires to be diftinguifhed into twon
kinds, the fympathic and idiopathic.

The firfl depends on the removal of the primary dif=
eafe, as a confequence of which it is produced, as ini
the cafe of worms, acidity, teething, &c. ; and the featt
of this may be generally known from the origin of tle:
aura, and if arifing from fome peculiar organic affection,,
applications are to be made to the part to deftroy it;;
or, where not confpicuous, the introdu&ion of an iffue:
will be proper.  Cutting off the communication withs
the brain has alfo been attempted, or the apphcatmm
of ligatures to ftop the progrefs of the aura.

9. In the fecond, or idigpathic ftate, the cure confiftss
in endeavouring to terminate the violence of the fit,,
and to prevent its recurrence.

The fir/l of thefe is performed by bleeding, wheres
plethﬁra prevails, and that repeatedly, for moderate:
bleeding aggravates the difeafe ; by the ufe of antifpaf-
modics, the principal of which are opium, oil of am-!
ber, mufk, and henbane; and, laflly, by tonics, bitters,,
and aftringents, which are bark, mifletoe, orange bark,,
&c. arfenic, tin, iron copper, and their preparations, |
flowers of zinc and mercury. 4

10. The fecond indication again is effe¢ted, when ari- |
{ing from plethora, by abltinence and exercife, the for- -
mation of iffues,and a milk diet, with occafional purging;
but when, on the other hand, it arifes from deb:llt}r,
every thing that encreafes the ftrength of the rm:wrmg“1
fibres muft be ufed, as cool air, exercife b]r riding on

|
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horfeback, the ufe of tonics, efpecially cold bathing,
and a nourifhing and full diet.

- A change of climate is alfo in both cafes frequently
neceflary.

V. Tetany. (Tetanus.)

1. TetaNus is an involuntary and continued contrac-
tion of all or feveral of the mufcles. receiving various
appellations, according to the fituation of the parts af-
fected ; and one of its moft common forms is that
of trifmus or lack jaw.

2. This difeafe, in its attack, rifes gradually to a
violent degree. lts firt fymptoms are mere (A ifTnefs,
gradually increafling to pain, and rendering the affelt-
ed parts entirely immoveable, This ftiffnels begins
firft in the back of the neck, extends next to the root
of the tangue, affe@ts the parts of deglutition, then
fhoots into the (ternum, and laft feizes the back. Spafms
then arife in the ftiffened parts, occafioning exceflive
pain, fo much that death is often withed for even by
the attendants ; and a remiffion of thefe fpafms occa-
fionally take place every 10 or 1§ minutes, but is re-
newed, with aggravated torture, on the flightelt caufes,
even the leaft motion of the perfon, or the touch of an
attendant. Thus the teeth become entirely clofed, fo
that nothing can be introduced into the mouth ; and in
the end, every voluntary mufcle of the body is affeét-
ed by this ftate, occafioning the moft hidious deformi-
ty of appearance. No permanent fever attends this
difeafe, though fome temporary fymptoms of it appear
during the violence of the {pafms, and it attacks every
habit of body, particularly the ftrong and robult.

G 2
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VI. St Vitus’ Dance. (Chorea St Viti.)

*1. St Vitus’ pance is a convulfive motion, generald,

ly confined to one fide, and affeing the arm and leg. .

2. Its attacks are commonly made fometime betwixt
the 1oth and 15th year, and feem to arife from thau
mobility which takes place before the fyftem acquire a2
proper degree of tenfion, by the evolution of the genii
tal organs.

3. It is chiefly difplayed in the arm, when the
perfon attempts to carry any thing to his head, which
15 only effected after frequent convulfive retradtionss
and fruitlefs efforts. In the latter, viz. the leg, the fames
ftate appears, by the dragging it along as if paralyticy
and the unlteady motion of it, when attempted to bet

lifted. Sometimes various fits of running or leaping
take place. |

4. Its attacks are brought on in confequence of vas
rious irritations of body, as worms, teething, fmellsy
poifons, or in confequence of affedtions of mind, as
anger, fear, horror, &c. and often from mere fympas
thy at the fight of the difeafe in others. Hence iff
has appeared in fome places as epidemic. :

5. Chorea is one of thofe difeafes, in elucidating whichy
diffe@tion gives us no afliftance ; for, of itfelf, it is nea
ver fatal, unlefs pafling into other difeafes, as hyfleriay,
or epilepfy. |

6. As it is generally attended with a degree of fatu~
ity, and other {ymptoms of debility ; in its cure tos
nics feem particularly indicated, efpecially fea-bath«
ing, the bark, &c. which fhould be given in large dofesy,
and attention fhould, at the fame time, be paid to the:
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Rate of the prime vie. Antifpafmodics are here of little
effect. : |

VIL Aloma.

1. Astrma confifts in an impeded laborious wheeze

ing refpiration, threatening fuffocation.
- 2. This difeafe is generally periodical, and its fits
are preceded, the foregoing day, with a fenfe of flatu-
lent diltenfion of the tomach, attended after dinner
and in the evening, with fome degree of drowfinefs and
headach. After fleeping very foundly, the patient is
fuddenly waked by a fenfe of ftraitnefs and difficulty of
breathing, which continues with a fort of convulfive
motion of the glottis, fo that at times he can neither
fpeak nor cough. In the morning a remiflion takes
pPlace, when the cough begins at firlt dry, but turning
gradually more humid ; and the fit, as the day advan-
ces, continues to abate, though liable to an exacerba-
tion in the evening,

3. lts attacks are moft frequent during the heats of
fammer, in the dog-days, and, for the moft part, com-
mence at midnight. During the fit, the pulfe is gene-
rally quick and weak ; and the conftitutions moft liable
to it, though it istofien hereditary, are the male, and
of thefe the corpulent after the feafon of youth. It be-
comes alfo, after a certain time, habitual, and alternates
with other {pafmodic difeafes,

4. Its caufes are bad air, violent paflions, the fup-
preflion of accuftomed evacuations, intenfe ftudy, &e.
wnd it is often induced by fubftances to which the pa-
ient has a peculiar diflike.

5+ Our opinion is determined by the age of the pa.
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tient, being more favourable in youtlr; but it frequent-.
ly changes into other difeafes, as confumption and hy--
drethorax, and proves then fatal.

6. The molt accurate diffe&ions of aflhima have neverr
afcertained any morbid change of parts to account forr
its mode of attack, except the paflage of 'the trachem
fomewhat diminifhed by the fwelling of the glottis, a
proof that it lies entirely in the nervous fyltem. - Dy itss
continuance, however, various morbid affe@ions of thee
fyltem are difcovered, but no way peculiar to this diff
* eafe; for we find them equally the effe® of any longg
continued irritation wearing out the conflitution.” Floy+
er has obferved many afthmatic patients, when opened},
full of calculi, and experiments in animals, of irritats
ing the upper part of the larynx, bring on althma.

~. Bleeding, exceptin fome cafes' where inflammas
tory {ymptoms prevail in the beginning, is in this diff
eafe hurtful. Purging is alfo attended with the {famé
effect ; the cure depends, in general, on the ufe ofl
tonics and antifpafmodics. 8

The chief of the latter are opium and =ther, whichl
fhould be ufed in liberal dofes to ebtain fuccefs ; but|
when the fit is over, and feems connefted with des
bility, bark, bitters, and chalybeates will be of fers
vice. 1

When occurring in winter, vomiting and blilters are(
more to be trufted, particularly the former, if arifingg
from repletion, and the removal to a warm- climatel
will, at this time, prevent its appearance. 4

The diet fhould be of light animal food, and a moa
- derate ufe of white wines is proper. The motion of-?afi
carriage, or failing, is the exercife beft fuited to this
difeafe. |
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o V1L Chincough. (Pertufls.)

1. Carxcoucs is a convulfive cough, interrupted by
a full and noily infpiration or draught, named £{ind,
which returns in fits, for the moft part, with vomiting.

“2. It is moft common to children, and depends on a
fpecific contagion affecting them but once. In the be-
ginning, it is attended with fever, which has an even-
Ing exacerbation, and frequently it continues through-
out. ‘The duration of the difcafe is feldom lefs than a
month ; it is often protracted for a year, or longer. It
frequently kills by fuffocation, or produces confump-
ion of the lungs ; though, when attended with a blood-
ng from the mouth, nofe, or ears, thefe are favourable
ymptoms, and in moft cafes, after the age of fix years,
he difeafe appears to be without danger. 'The fits al-
0 ending in vomiting have been reckoned favourable.

'3 For many days there is no expe&oration ; when
t afterwards appears, it is irt of a thin, then of a
hicker canfiftence ; the fit, which comes on irregularly,
enerally ends by somiting ; after which, without be-
1g impaired, the appetite immediately returns, though
t times, when fevere, the patient falls into a faint.
e fits are alfo oftener in the night than day-time ;
nd the cough, like moft others, is more fevere in win-
'ry and milder in fummer. i
‘4. From the fymptoms of this difeafe, the whole or-
ans of refpiration feem more or lefs affedted, partic -
rly thofe parts the feat of cattarh. DifleGions, how-
er; fhew only its confequences ; for when long pro-
acted, it degencrates into althma, pulmonary con-
imption, or vifceral obftrudions, the belly being di~
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tended, and the glands of the mefentery enlarged andi
hard. Thus, it may be faid, fimply to give a difpofi.-
tion to fcrophula, without any other peculiar marbidi
change we can trace.

5. In the cure,it is only difficult where there is muchh
fever, and laborious refpiration. When accompaniedi
with the former, bleeding may perhaps be neceflaryy,
but {fpafmodic difeafes, in general, do not bear evacua-
tions. Vomiting, as determining to the furface, andl
promoting the excretion of mucus, is uleful, and antis
monials thould be ufed with this view.

When the diforder is mild, bark and different aftrina
gents, named therefore fpecific, have effected a cure.

Paffions of mind, from their ftrong ftimulus, havet
produced the fame effe&, and different antifpafmodicss
as caftor, mufk, cicuta, and opium, have been foundd
fuccefsful by different authors.

A change of air is alfo a popular remedy, and fhouldd
be complied with in tedious cafes.

1X. Water-brafb. (Fyrofis.) IL

1. Warter-srAsH confifts in a difcharge of clear waz
ter from the mouth, brought up with fome eru&atioﬂ
from the ftomach, and a fenfe of burning heat in LI:H
epigaltric region,

2. It attacks by fits, which are moft frequent whcﬂ
the tomach is empty, as in the morning and foreno
fometimes even in the night-time. Its {ymptoms ﬁ
a fenfe of pain and conitriétion, as if the {tomach werd
drawn back, which are increafed on the ereét pﬂﬁuﬁl
This pain and conftriction is fomewhat removed by thi
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erucation and difcharge ; but not till they have conti-
nned fome time, is the fit terminated.
- 3. This difeafe is moft frequent in the lower orders
of life, and moft common at middle age, though fome-
imes old people are.fubje@ toit. It affe@s the fe-
male oftener than the male ; and of married women,
mlefs pregnant, the barren are moft f ubjedt to it. :
4+ Its caufes are uncertain, but a milk and vegetable
fiet feem to pre-difpofe to it, and it is ealily induced
¥ pafiions of mind, and alfo by cold applied to the
ower extremities.

§- This difeafe is never fatal, and therefore no diffec-
lons afford us any opportunity of invefligating its real
ature. It is often prefent without any fymptoms of
yspepfia.

6. The principles of its cure are not fixed. The
its are conftantly relieved by opium 5 other antifpafmo-
lics are more doubtful in their effects ; the nux vomica
* recommended by Linnwus. I have known the chew.
18 of tobacco cure the difeafe.

b R 0 .6&&*:‘& Morlus.

I, CHorera Morzus confifts in an evacuation of bi-
ous matter in both dire@ions ; and, when very violent,
ills in lefs than 24 hours.

2. This evacuation is generally attended with a quick
Tegular pulfe, anxiety, great proftration of ftrength,
fute pain at the navel, fpafm of the extremitics, &c.

3. Its caufes are food pafling eafily into the acid fer-
ientation, the prefence of acrid bile, violent paflions,
¢. which induce a convulfive contraion of the intef~
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tines ; and it is moft prevalent in the mid{ of fummen
particularly in the month of Auguit.

4. Our opinion is favourable when, on the departur
of the vomiting, fleep is permitted, or when the difeall
is protra&ted beyond the 7th cay, though it often provee
fatal in the courfe of 24 hours. The more alfo whati
pafled departs from the natural appearance, the great!
er is the danger; great thirlt and yellowilhnefs c
countenance are alfo unfavourable.

5. Diffections of cholera, when fatal, fhew a particuy
lar accumulation of bile in the ftomach and inteftines|
efpecially in the duodenum ; the biliary dudts, am
choledochus much relaxed and diftended, and mam
of the vifcera fomewhat difplaced from the violen
ftraining. Experiments on animals, by accumulatin
a quantity of bile in the ftomach, have even produces
cholera.

6. Its cure depends on plentiful dilution with tepn
drinks, or in the form of injecion, in allaying the ist
ordinate commotion of the parts by antifpaimodicd
efpecially opiates, exhibited in fmall form, and frf
quently from the tendency of the [pafms to recur; i
reftoring the tone of the flomach by the ufe of wing
and afterwards the general health by tonics, a nourifll
ing diet, and exercife. 1

A peculiar practice prevails among the Spanifh phy
ficians, of curing it by draughts of cold water.

XI. Cholic. (Cholica.)

1. Cuovic is a pain of the lower belly, fprea

over the whole of it, but particularly rwilting r
the navel ; without fever, which fometimes fuperven
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4. The vomiting is generally of a greenifh or black
matter ; and after the pafling of fome hardened {cybala,
whicl: occafionally takes place, the fame is the difcharge
by ftool, which poflefles often a highly acrimonious
quality.

As the difeafe advances, violent nervous {ymptoms,
as biindnels, lofs of voice, at times apoplexy and pal-
fy enfue.

5. The caufe of this cholic has been fuppofed to a-
rife from an impregnation of lead received into the fto-
mach, and is therefore more frequent in the cyder
counties ; but it frequently occurs in other fituations,
where no fufpicion of this caufe can arife. It is found
alfo excited by the ufe of acids, by cold, and often
appears i the warmer climates, as a confequence of
intermittents improperly cured.

6. Our opinion is very uncertain in this di‘eafe, and
to be determined entirely by the degree of violence in
the fymptoms ; for though not always fatal, it is very
apt to end in palfy. The tendency to this is judged of |
by the increafed pain of the arms and back, while thofe 'i
of the belly remit. Apoplexy is the fatal termination.

7. Diflections here fhew the fame morbid change of
the inteftines (x1. 6.) as in common cholic, only in a
higher degree.

8. In the cure of this malady, bleeding is never ad- :
miflible. The chief point is the relaxation of the fpafms
by the ufe opium, and then mild cathartics, as the caftor
oil ; or rather thofe of the faline kind, as the bitter ca- :
thartic falt, cream of tartar ; fmall dozes of tartar eme-
tic, &c. may be employed, interpofing the ufe of opi-
ates, according to the flate of pain, and ufing the fo

S P — S




NERVOUS DISEASES. %0

cral external means to the abdomen, for relaxing
pafm, as warm cataplafms, fomentations, bliftering,.
rc. and the {lower the cure proceeds the more fuccels-
ul it turns out.

9. When recovered from, the greateft caution fhould
ie ufed to avoid whatever has a tendency to renew it,
fpecially acids in diet, and flatulent food, continuing
ccafionally mild laxatives, and guarding againft the
ffe@®s of cold; for no difeafe, after one attack, is
nore liable to return..

X1I. Loyfenefs. (Diarrbea.)

1. Diarruoza confifts in a frequent difcharge, by
tool, of a matter various in its appearance and confift-
mce, but moftly feculent, attended with little or no-
»ain, and no primary fever..

2. Each difcharge is preceded by fome murmuring.
1ife,. and flatulence in the inteftines, and a fort of
weight and uneafinefs in the lower belly, which depart
mmediately on the difcharge taking place, butare re--
lewed before a- fucceeding one. As the difeale pro-
seeds, the ftomach becomes affected, and ficknefs, nau--
ea, and'vomiting prevail. The countenance turns
»ale, the fkin dry and rigid, and, in the progrefs of
he difeafe, amuniverfal'emaciation, dropfy of the low--
wextremities, and relaxation of every part enfue.

. 3. The diftin&ion betwixt' this difeafe. and dyfentery-
s marked by the following {ymptoms..
- 1ff, The abfence.of fever as a primary {ymptom.
2d, The difcharge of actual feeces; which in dyfens-
ery is rare, and only in a particular hardened formy,
ardcybala. -
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s5d, By abforbents, where the difeafe evidently a-
rifes from an acid caufe, as the abforbent julap, creta-
ceous potion, &c. ; and,

4th, By acids, where a putrid fermentation is con-
fpicuous, as ripe fruits, or acid of vitriol, in a dilute {tate.

11. The fecond indication is effeéted by opiates, and:
they may be given, with advantage, in all the ftages
of this difeale, and are belt employed in the form of
the julapium fiftens, or paregoric .elixir; cicuta is al=
fo ufed here with the fame view.

12, The third indication confifts in the ufe of altrin-
gents and tonics, as the logwood decoction, tinéture of
kino, Japonic confeion, Peruvian and Cafcarilla barks,
preparations of iron, &c. The former have been pre-
fcribed very generally in this difeafe, but they are beft:
fuited to its advanced. flage, and when the other reme-.
dies have preceded.

Where the difeafe continues obftinate, and does not:
yield to the ufual treatment, a warm climate and {ea..

voyage have been found effectual.. 1
|

I

XI11. Pifing Evil. (Diabetes.) g

1. DiapeTES confifts in a continued or chronic diff |
charge of an uncommon quantity of urine,. far exceeds |
ing the proportion that fhould arife from the quantity |
of aliment or fluid introduced.
2. The firlt fymptom of this difeafe is the increafed
difcharge, without the appearance of any morbid af.
fe@ion of the reft of the fyltem. In a fhort time, how<
ever, the prime vie difcover marks of difeafe, and great.

thirft and voracious appetite prevail.  With thefe ther
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i generally prefent a kind of obfcure fever; and, as
1e difeafe proceeds, the emaciation and debility gra-
ually increafe, and all the appearances of heélic are
yrmed.

3. The urine in this difeafe, at firft clear, infipid,
nd colourlefs, foon acquires a {weetilh or faccharine
ke, its leading charaeriftic ; and, when fubjected to
iperiment, there is found prefent in it a confiderable
nantity of faccharine matter.

' 4. The caufes of this difeafe are obfcure. It has
cen, indeed, found to follow intemperance in drink-
g, and fuch others as wear out the conftitution, and
othing farther is known ; but a periodical fpecies of
abetes, it may be remarked, attends Ayfleria and hypo-
oadriafis.

5. Our cpinion in this difeafe may be almoft always
nfavourable, unle(s we can evidently trace it to fome
scidental caufe, which is feldom the cafe ; as the fup-
reflion of certain of the excretions, which are to be
ftored ; and it proves fatal fometimes in the courfe
'two or three months, in others not till four or five
cATS.

6. DifleCtions of diabetes have fhewn the kidneys in
loofe flabby fate, of a pale afh colour, fometimes
1 of calculi; the ureters alfo in part diftended. Ex-
pt the liver, at times, none of the other vifcera have
ren found difeafed.

%7- Since the caufes of the difeafe are fo obfcure, no re-
dlar principle of cure can be formed. It may, how-
'er, be attempted,

L 1/, By diverting the increafed difcharge elfewhere;
nd, |
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ant; that they gradually acquire a proper firmnefs, in
goportion as years accumulate, when a degree of
igidity in the fibres prevail. Hence, as this ngidity
 moft confpicuous in the melancholic, a torpor is at
1is time naturally induced, which is favoured by for-
1er exceilés in mode of life, fuch as anxiety of mind,
itemperance of {ludy, immoderate venery, &c.

5. Our opinion-in this difeafe is much the fame as
1 byfleria.  Of itfelf it is not dangerous; but if long,
ontinued, {chirrus of fome of the organs comes to take
lace.

6. Diffe@ions of Aypochondriafis thew fome of the ab-
ominal vifcera difeafed, particularly the liver and
pleen, the latter often acquiring a very confiderable:
ize. Effufion and turgefcence of veflels has likewife-
ieen difcovered in the brain.

7. From this view of its caufe, the cure {cems to de<-
send on exciting the nervous energy which is depreft;.
md that particularly by attending to the ftate of mind.

A conftant ftate of motion fhould. therefore be ad-
ifed, ef}ecially by riding on horfeback, &c 3 and idle-
1efs particularly avoided, which is the worlt circum-
tance for promoting the difeafe. But, in avoiding -
dlenefs, all application to former ftudies, efpecially
wrofeflional ones, are to be prevented. 'T'he prefent:
imotions muft be favoured and indulged ; and theugh
i attempt muft be made to withdraw the attention of
uch patients from themfelves; yet theirconfidence muft
irlt be gained ; and fince the perfuafion in their own.
»pinion is firong, and the infallibility of their own fearss
wmd . fenfations rooted, whatever they are, they reu-

I3
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preflion of the iliac arteries; and lallly by ele@ricity;;
applied fo as particularly to affe& thefe parts ; and the:
two latter have been frequently combined, viz. the;
compreflion of the iliacs, during the application of elecs:
tricity. Venery is, in all cafes, the molt natural and:
certain remedy.

2. Supprefion:

8. Supprelt or obllru@®ed menfiruation, after its res.
gular eftablifhment, is marked chiefly by dyfpepric and.
byfleric fymptoms. To thefe are joined cholic, and, for*
the moft part, coftivenefs. The blood alfo determined .
more copioufly elfewhere, produces various hemor--
rhages, as from the nofe, lungs, ftomach, and other’|
parts.

9. The caule of this difeafe is chiefly confri&ion of?
the uterine veflels, arifing from a variety of accidentall
circumftances, as cold, fear, paffions of mind, the ufi
of fedatives, want of exercife, &c: |

10. Our opinion in this fpecies of the difeafe is dess
termined by its caufe; for when from cold, which isy
generally attended with fome fever, it is merely tema,}{
porary ; from the ftate of the patient’s health in mhenﬁi
refpects; from the length of time the fuppreflion hass
continued, and whether attended with leucorrheeag
which is always unfavourable ; and from our certai
knowledge of the fource from which it proceeds. |

11. Diffeétions, where this difeafe: has been of lon
continuance, fhew the fame morbid changes of the ov
ria and uterus, as in the former fpecies, and no oppo
tunity is afforded of infpection in temporary cafes.

12. The cure of obftru¢ted menftruation depends oz

removing conftriction of the uterine veflels, apd this &
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ffe¢ted by the ufe of relaxants, antifpafimodics, and
;gﬂi:ral ftimulants ; of the former the warm bath is
he principal, or, inftead of it, bladders filled with
varm water applied to the belly or region of the pubes,
nd adjacent parts ; and it may be followed by an opi-
ite, which will increafe its relaxing powers. Of the
wo latter, a great variety of medicines are mention-
d under the name of emmenagogues, which either a&
iy peculiarly removing fpafm, or increafing the gene-
al action of the {yltem, and thus forcing the conftric-
ion of the part. The principal of them ure, caltor,
woodfoot, madder, hellebore, myrrh, {favine, mercury,
ind various cathartics and emetics. In the ule of thefe
nedicines, the period fhould be chofen when the men-
lrual effort is expected, and their exhibition will thus
e rendered more fuccefsful.

A removal to a warm climate has alfo been recoms-
mended here.

3. Dificult Menfiruation. (Dyfinenorrhea.)

13. Though not entirely fupprelt, difficult, or pain-
ful menftruation is allo. a frequent difeafe known un-
der the name of dyfmenorrhza. It depends, perhaps,
on the fame caufe as fupprefion, and it is to be obviated
py the ufe of opiates fo foon as the fymptoms threaten

f its approach, joined with warmth and a plentiful ex-
atbition of diluents.

XVIIL. Madnefs. (Mania.)

1. Mabyess is a falfe perception or judgment of
things, molt generally difplayed in the opinion form-
ed by the patient of his neareft friends; in a want of
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The firf is, a forcible refiraint of the patient from
giving way to his unruly paflions, to his own injury oo
that of others,

The fecond is, the removal of every irritation thas
may add to the prefent ftate of excitement in the fys|
tem.

The third is, producing a fudden and violent eff
fet on the nervous powers, fo as to attempt to changg
or interrupt the prefent train of perception ; and,

The fourth is, without any violence, directing thh
attention of the patient to particular objects that mas
wean bim from his own impreflions and feelings.

9- The firfl of thefe is accomplihed by immediatt
confinement of the patient, and the ufe of the ftrai
waiftcoat ; by removing him, as much as poflibld
from every familiar obje&, or whatever may recall tt
his mind the reflexion of his prefent ftate; and by i
fpiring him with fear of thofe who are placed to takk
charge of him. When this is a little brought about|
lefs fubjugation will then come to be neceflary : but thi
propriety of the lengths to which the different parti
of this indication are to be carried, muft be regulate%
by the circumftances of particular cafes.

10. The fecond indication confifts in the ufe of"
low fpare diet ; and moft maniacs bear this alteratio
without being much hurt by it, whatever their fﬂfih;
mode of life may have been. g

On the fame principle, venefe@ion and cathartics havs
been employed here. The former is only fuited to .
commencement of the difeafe, or to cafes combined wi
fome degree of fever. The latter is molt ufeful in t]
melancholic habit, and where an accumulation of b
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2d, The fetid difcharge of the lochia (or clean-
fings).
¢ 3d, Little or no delirium, but a conftant watch-
fulnefs and dread of death; and,

4th, A number of deceitful remiflions, the firll of
which takes place in 24 hours after the attack, and thefe
remiffions always uther in an aggravation of fymptaoms.

3. The caufe of this difeafe would feem to be a peculiar
contagion affecting the puerperal ftate alone ; for it has
appeared at times epidemic, when no cafes of typhus oc-
curred at the fame period. This contagion was not
taken notice of till about go years ago; but fince that
time it has appeared epidemic in a number of places :
Particularly at Paris in the 1746 and 1762 ; in Lon-
don in the 1761 and 17723 in Edinburgh in the Tp7al
and in Dublin in the 1574 and 1787.

4. Though in general fatal, fome inftances of reco-
very take place, and that by a crifis on the 11th day.
The difcharges attending this crifis are, a fweat, djar-
rheea, and more rarely external abfceffes of the abdo-
men. :

5. Our opinion here fhould always prognofticate, if
not a fatal, at lealt a doubtful event; and the more 10,
that the difeafe is liable to fuch delu:five remiffions, Even
where the gangrenous ftate of abdomen has taken place,
an entire ceilation of pain is apt to miflead, though the
feeble irregular pulfe, and pale dejected countenance,
point out, tnitead of relief, the rapid approach of the
fatal termination.

6. The chief morbid appearances of this fever, difs
tinét from thofe of ccmmon putrid fever, are difplayed
in the abdomen. A diffufed inflammation pervades

L
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the peritonceum, and the omentum is found entirely difet
folved, fometimes remaining and gangrenous ; collec--
tions of a ferous and gelatinous fluid are alfo foundi
within the abdomen, often to the extent of 6 or ¢
pounds, in which the uterus floats. The inteftines are:
all highly inflamed, and the fmall ones diftended with .
wind. The uterus is of its proper fize, and, when cut
into, is without difzafe.

7- The treatment of puerperal fever has been more va.:
ried than that of the two other fpecies of putrid fever juft
defcribed. Mifled by the appearances, on diffection, de-
noting inflammation, an attempt has been made hereto
cure it by large and repeated bleedings on the firft at-A
tack, and thefe have been faid to be fuccefsful at times,
Ipecacuhan has been alfo ufed as a fpecific here. It is
given in a dofe of 15 grains, exhibited at twice, with ;
an interval of an hour and a half betwixt each. This
medicine is attended both with vomiting and diarrheea.
It 1s repeated in the fame marner the following da}r,'].
if the fymptoms do not remit, and even continued to
the third or fourth. After procuring a favourable re.
miflion in this way, wine is then to be thrown in, and
fymptoms of irritation obviated by the ufe of opium.
The treatment being, in other refpecs, conducted on
the fame plan with that of puirid fever though a preju-
dice prevails here, with fome, againlt the ufe of the
bark.

8. Irom the inveteracy of the infe@ion of this dif~
eafe, which has been found frequently to baffle every
mode of rocting it cut, for fome time, by fumigatiﬂn_,
ventilation, and even white wathing of the infedte
place, every means of prevention fhould be employed,

e e e
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avoided, cften communicating from one to the who)|
of a family.,

5. Our opinion is determined by the degree of pm
trelcency, and the violence of the diarrheea that ate
tends, which marks the fpreading of the inflammation
to the ffomach and bowels. When the difeafe fufferr
a remiflion on the appearance of the eruption, whicll

difplays a permanent fearlet cflorefcence, and wher

this remiflion increafes as jt proceeds, with defquay

mation of the fkin; and particularly if the patient paf%
the ninth day, it may then be reckoned mdicating a
favourable termination. Byt when the reverfe of thisd
takes place, and the fymptoms of fever and fwelling off
the throat, at the period of defquamation, rather ine:
creafe, a fatal termination is then to be looked for;;
which often Liappens fuddenly in confequence of fuffo--
cation. '
6. DiffeGions in this dif-afe have fhewn the fances;
inflamed, {uppurated, and gangrenous; the trachea:
inflamed, and lined with a Layer of vileid fietid matters !
and this alflo extending into the larynx. The fwelling 1
of lymphatic glands, from the ablorption of the acri=y
mony in thefe parts, is alfh frequent. The ret of the
body exhibits, for the mof} part, the fame morbid ap- |
pearances as in putrid frver. ¥
7- In its cure, our chief view mull be direded to
correét the feptic tendency taking place. Purging and
bleeding are, in general, therefore to be avoided, ex-
cept in particular cafes where the inflammatory fymp-
toms may run very high; antifeptic gargles and in-
Jetions are to be ufed to the affeGed parts, to remuv{:
the acrid difcharge, and to prevent, as much as poft |

b
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fible, its farther collection. Internally, the bark, wine,
and other autifeptics, are to be exhibited from the com-
mencement of the difeafe ; and if the bark, which fhould
be given in large dofes to the extent of an ounce ortwo
ounces in a day, fhould affect the bowels, it muft be
joined with fome aftringent, as the catechi or gum
kino. Emetics in this difeafe are highly ufcful, and
even in nanfeating dofes, by occalioning a determina-
tion to the furface'; but the nnlder emetics are to be
preferred, as the ipecacuhan, from the tendency of an-
timonials here to pafs downwards, and increafe the
diarrheea which ufually attends..

When any tumor is apparent, blifters may be there

applied..
I1L. Pulmonary Confumption. (Phthifis Pulmonalis.)

v. PuLmonary consumrerion confifts in an expectora-
tion of purulent matter from the lungs, attended with
cough (which prevails moft in the morning, or when'
the ftomach is empty) emaciation, debility, and heélic
fever. '

2. This fever differs from all others in the flownefs.
of its progrefs, and accompanies all affectiens of parts.
where a lofs of fubftance, or purulent ftate prevails.
An exacerbation of its {ymptoms may be obferved
daily at noon and midnight, when a fenfe of chilli-
nefs is felt, while the body is at the fame time preter-
naturally warm, and the night cxacerbation is foon at--
tended with profufe fweats of a colliquative nature.

3. Thefe fweats, however, feldom occafion much:
tliirf, the tongue alfo appears clean and natural, though.
in the progrefs of the difeafe, a degree of inflammation:

L. 3.
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is. confpicuous both on it and the internal fauces, being:
fometimes covered with aphthz. Lhe eye alfo poffeffes
a pearly whiteappearance, no red vefiels being feen in thef'-; 1
adnata, and the face is ufually pale, though a circum-.
feribed florid fpot is obfervable on the cheek, which aps.
paars brightelt after eating. !

4. During its courfe, the belly is irregular, but tuﬂ
wards the end a colliquative diarrheea commences, and
alternates with the (weatings defcribed (2.) while a
general emaciation takes place, the hairs falling off,
and the nails of the fingers affluming an adunque form. -
The mind is here, for the moft part, full of hope, and
confident of health, and fome days before death a de.
lirium, which has feldom hitherto appeared, comes on,
and continues to the end. |

5. Thefe {ymptoms denote anacrimony affe@ing the:
ftate of the fluids, and, when joined with the cough and
expectoration, evidently thew that pulmonary confump-.
tion has taken place. '

6. The attacks of this difeafe are chiefly fatal be-.
twixt the 2oth, and 3oth years, and affe&t thofe who.
poflefs a foft mufcular flefh, a tall ftature, and' that -
conftitution defcribed as peculiar to Hy moptylis. (Clafs. &
Lidxo 2.y '

7- Its caufes are an obftru&ion and inflammation of |
the lungs, depending molt frequently on the exiftence,
of imall tubercles in their fubftance,. which, coming to. |
fuppuration, burft and difcharge a purulent matter..
Thefe tubercles are often the confequences of a fcrophu-.
Ious habit ; of a venereal virus exilting in the conftity-. .
tion; or are produced from the acrimony of particular
fubftances in certain mechanical profeflions..

——
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Confumption likewife arifes, as a confequence of o-
er difeafes, viz. of cattarh. althma, and pneumonic
ﬂﬁmmation, &c. without the previous exiftence of
bercles.

8. When arifing from tubercles, the firlk {fymptoms of
1 approaching confumption are a fhort noily cough,
hich foon becomes habitual, and little attended t 0,
ithing being {pit vp but a frothy mucus, which feems
proceed from the fauces. 1'he breathing is fomewhat
ipeded, and eafily hurried by the flighteft motion, a
afe of fullnefs and firiture of the chelt alfo takes place,
id an occafional attack of obtufe dull pain is felt under.
e thoulder blade, in the fide or under the brealt, the
idy growing gradually leaner, and an indolence and
ngour prevailing. This ftate generally continues for a
nfiderable time, during which the perfon is more ea-
y affeted than ufual with flight colds, and at laft
ter one of thefe the cough increafes, efpecially towards
ght, attended with expe&oration, and hedic {ymp-
ms ; the pain of thorax, if formerly felt, becomes
en more violent, with an uneafinefs in lying on one
l¢, and the expectoration is fometimes mixed. with.
nod. |

9. Our opinion is generally unfavourable in this difs
fe ; and efpecially when preceded by tubercles. Itis
t the moft part fatal in the end of fpring, or begin-
1g of fummer, and, in all ca'es, the {ymptoms are
eatly aggravated during autumn. [
Madnefs and pregnancy frequently remove, or at leaft
rard, its termination 3 and the danger is to be chiefly
iged of by the violence of the heétic {ymptoms, parti-
larly the falling off of the hair, the ftrong {mell. of the;
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cles, “hu:h 1s the molt frequﬂnt morbid appearance,
found to exilt in the cellular fubftance of the lungs, im
the form of firm round bodies, which are formed, fimi

ternal furface; they are of dli’Tfrf:t fizes, from tiy
fmalleft granule, to half an inch in diameter; and .
ten in clulters : They adhere, pretty r_lr fely to the :T."*'
ftance of the lungs, and have no partic alar cov eringy
or capfale. 1n proportion to the fmullnefs of their
is their firmnefs + and whean cut into, in this ftate, th
are of a white colour, with a confilience nearly apH

the formation of matter begins, and at length, th
pafs into vomicz., DBut the formation of matter i: no
always determined by their fize. In fome it begin
very early. When in ‘mall gquantity, the confiftence
of the matter is thick and crudy; when in greate
quantity it is thinner, and more refembling the mattes
of a common fore.

As matter forms, the fubftance of the tubercle meltss
down, leaving in the end only a thin covering ;
this rﬁe]ting down, appears to be without any very i
crealed fymptoms of inflammation taking place.

The matter difcharged from the vomicee, is purulé
in its appearance; but, in its properties,. it refembi
mucus more than pus. E |

The principal fituation of tubercles and vomice, i

the upper, and back part of the lungs. Some
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12y occupy the outer part; and wherever they are,
dhefions to the pleura, are there formed.

The real portion of the lungs, affe&ted by this ftate
E difeafe, 1s different in different cafes. At times the
hole lungs may be faid to be difeafed, fo that not a
fourth part of them remains fit for the tranfmiflion of
r: This is for the mott part the cafe; but, in {fome
re initances, life has been protraéted till not one-
ventieth part of them appeared, on diflection, fit for
wrying on this important fun&tion. Where the dif-
tle, as molt frequently happens, is only partial, af-
&ing, as mentioned, but about a fourth part of the
ings, the upper and poiterior parts are then always
mnd difeafed ; the under, and anterior, remain free,
iough not entirely in the natural ftate, The left lobe,
{o, it has been obferved, is much oftener affe&ed than
te right one ; aad this is confirmed by all the morbid
lle&ions of anatomifts.

11. In diredting the cure of confumption, the difeafe
ay be properly divided into two fwo ftages. the inflam-
wory and fuppurant ; to determine whether the latter
1s commenced, we judge from the appearance of the
pectoration, for where it is vifcid, pellucid, and un-
ixed with blood, it appears to be mucus; where it is
irk, opaque, and grofs, it is purulent.

The fir/t ftage is to be treated by fmall bleedings, re-
ated at proper intervals, by the application of blifters
the fides and back, which fhould bz occafionally re-
ated ; by mucilaginous and incraffating medicines,

prevent irritation. on the lungs ; and by the ufe of
e different fpecifics, where it arifes from a fcrophus
as or venereal origin, employing at the fame time a
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diet, with milk, and a total abltinence from all animak
food. At the fame time, it is to be obferved, that
bleeding requires limitation in this difeafe, and ﬁ‘:mﬂ_
be only employed where there is no evidence of tubert

with an accidental than cosftitutional fource.
In the fecond [tage, again, where an ulceration ‘I
taken place, attended with purulent expe&oration, the

different balfamics, though they are doubtful, if nel
hurtful remedies, and require much caution—the myrtk

matter by iflues ;'in preventing the effects of its abforpy
tion into the mafs of blood by the leaft-ftimulating ana

ercife, efpecially riding in a carriage, or on horfeback
The fymptoms of cough and diarrheea, when urgent
are to be palliated, the former by opiates and demuli
cents, and the latter by moderate aftringents. _

12. In all confumptive cafes, a mild climate is to be
chofen, which allows a freedom of perfpiration ; but itk
chufing the climate, as the winter is the feafon to b
fhunned, a much more fouthern one is to be preferred
than either Lifbon, Montpelier, or Nice, which experi#
ence has now fully fhown.

Whenever a fea voyage can be procured, it fhoul
never, in this difeafe, be difpenfed with, and the join#
ing therefore the two objeés of a warm climate and @
long voyage fhould be attempted, if poflible. \

13. But, inftcad of the antiphlogiftic regimen
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ined (r1.) fome pradtitioners of eminence recom-
end in this difeafe a different mode of treatment, con-
lering it entirely as a ferophulous affecion. By them
eeding is firi&tly forbidden; inftead of a vegetable,
nutritious diet, confilting of thell-fith and animal
od, is prefcribed. A warm climate is recommended,
» n place of it, keeping the room of the patient heat-
L'to the Weft-India point, with a fimilar attention to
tirmth in his drefs, and the ufe of flannel fhirt, draw-
5, &c. Blifters are alfo advifed, and frequent and
art riding on horfeback, with the ufe of cicuta and
fa, in powder, as medicines,

L. Peneral Difeafe. (Lues P .erml'}a;}

Y. THE wenereal difeafe is formed by the introduc-
nof a {pecific contagion into the fyftem, either in
nfequence of hereditary taint, or, which is more fre-
ent, genital contad, producing different effe@s ac-
ding to the progrefs of its ftages.

2. This contagion firft appeared in Europe in the
' 1493, being brought from America by the fol-
rers of Columbus ; it raged with extreme virulence
ong the French troops during the Neapolitan war,
whom it was conveyed into their own country, and
s {pread over Europe.

- The virulence of its infection was at firft difplayed
more dreadful effeéts than what now attend its pro-
f5, in confequence of fome change in the conftitu-
i for its ravages ftill continue more violent when
aitted where it never prevailed before; a recent ex-
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ample of which appeared on its introduction among thel
natives of Otaheite. K
4. The poifon, then, of this difeafe, is a peculiar 2
crid matter, pafling into the mafs of fluids, by abforps
tion, and producing inflammation, and its confequena
ces in the parts affected by it. ; |
5. Its effe@ts depend much on the quantity oFmam%
received ; on the irritability of the perfon to whom iti
applied, and hence the infe&ion is fooner received
the young and fanguine than by the old and rigidd
and on the degree of ftrength n the matter itfelf ; u'
in fome conflitutions, where a natural acrimony pre
vails, it acquires a greater degree of virulence than i
others. Jr
6. Its appearance is generally made firft on the part

induces through the other parts of the body.

7. At firft it is to be confidered mercly as a local af
feGtion confined to the urethra, or extending only
the neighbouring parts, and exhibiting different apped |
ances there, which depend on the adion of the poif
in the urethra.

1. Clap. (Gonorrbza virulenta.)

1. WHEeN firlt depofited in the urcthra, a gonorri
is produced, or an inflammation of its mucous m
brane to a certain extent ; in confequence of whichy #
running of a whitifh or yellow matter takes place, &
nerally in from 4 to 6 or 8 days after coition, thougl
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ften not appearing till after the diftance of {fome weeks,
n& in fome rare cafes fo early as a few hours. The
at of this running, for the moft part, does not extend
bove two inches from the glans of the penis; but
here the difeafe is violent, it extends over the whole
rathra, and next fpreads its effelts to contiguous
arts. ' '

2. This inflammation is divided properly into three
ages, viz. its increafe, diminution, and total departure,
y the abfence of the difcharge.

The fymptoms of the fir# ftage are a troublefome
:chinefs in the glans of the penis, with the orifice of
he urethra a little more open than ufual, from which
ome matter can be preflt. A f{welling, fullnefs, and
ightnefs of thefe parts next takes place, while a fenfe
f heat, afterwards changing to acute pain, is felt a-
ong the paflage of the urethra, in emiting urine. 1he
lifcharge, at firft thin and of a yellow green colour,
r tinged with blood, gradually turns more viicid, the
venis becomes f{tiffened through its whole extent, the
nflammation every dayv increafing, and paintul erec-
ions of it occurring in the night, with uneafinefs of
he loins, tefticles, and bladder, frequently affecting the
whole of the lower belly, and occafioning fympathetic
wellings of the groin fimilar to bubo. This ftage, where
the difeafe is left to itfelf, continues generaily for two
weeks, and during its continuance, a difcharge aifo fre-
juently arifes from the glans penis on the ¢utfde,
which appears raw, red, and inflamed, conltituting what
is termed the fpurious gonorrbaa ; though this only hap-
pens in particular cafts, is by no means conftant, and
appears fometimes without any affe&ion of the urcthras

M
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heat of the reGtlum, and more certainly by the intros
dudtion of the finger into it; when the ftate of he
gland will be felt, the chief remedy is copious venef
tion, joined with anodynes, and they are belt in the
form of glyfter ; emollient poultices and fomentations
are the moft ufeful topical applications; but
thefe prove ineffectual, and the difeafe pafles into a
chronic ftate, or a fchirrus of the gland enfues, mer=

cary, cicuta, mezereon, fea-water, and other remedies,

with various fuccefs, have been employed. This ‘:
of the difeafe, or at leaft the affe@ion of the proftate,,
is generally incurable, and is attended, more or le S5 s
with fuppreflion of urine, and forms alfo a fpecies r}iFf
gleet, which can never be reltrained.

10. Befides the proflate, the bladder is allo, att
times, affeted by gonorrheea, and inflammation of itt
produced. It is marked by the frequent defire
make water, the turbid appearance of the urine, and
the pain of the organ itfelf., Its treatment confifts
a rigorous antiphlogiﬁic.plan, viz. copious bleedingyh
much dilution, emollient inje@ions, the ufe of mildda &
atives, &c. |

When pafiing into a chronic ftate, it is attended®
with various uneafy fenfations, which are beft removed
by opiates and aftringents, particularly of the latter, 3
the bark, alum, and uva urfa.

11. The diet, in gonorrbza, thould be regulated 2
cording to the ftate of the inflammatory fymptoms.

12. Befides this general treatment of gonorrhaa, twe
fymptoms are frequent in its progrefs, which require «
a minute confideration. Thefe are cordee and hemor

. rhage.
The firfl confifts in a fpafmodic contraGion of
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mufcles of the penis, which renders it fliff, painful,
and incurvated. It is moft frequent in the night-ume,
and the only certain relief is obtained from it by the
internal ufe of opium, fometimes by topical bleeding.
Hemorrhage from the urethra {fometimes takes place
to an alarming degree in gonorrbea. It is chiefly to
be removed by reft, cold, and attringents, as dippmng
the penis in a folution of fugar of lead, injecting the
fame into the urethra ; the internal exhibition of gum
kino. But, if thefe fail, it is to be accomplilhed by
mechanical means, as introducing a large bougie, OF
hollow catheter, or forming a preffure externally.
" In both fexes a difcharge takes place from the
genital parts without any fpecific infection, which is
known under the name of the fpurious or fimple gonor=
rbea ; and in the female by that of awbhites or leucorrbea.
The confideration of thefe complaints becomes here
neceffary to dittinguifh them from the former difeafe.

1. Spurious Gonorrhea.

" 1. This affe@ion is chiefly diitmguifhed by the rapi-
dity of its inflammation, and its more {peedy termina-
tion, by its appearing almolt immediately after coition,
where conne@ion has taken place, though it often ap-
pears without any connection whatever.

" 2. The caufes enumerated as producing it are fluor
albus in the female, irritation from ttone m the blad-
der, itriGture of the urethra, much connection with ipi-
ceries, gout, rheumatifm, in which laft cafe it 1s apt
to appear whenever expoled to much wetor cold.

3. Where doubtful, as it is geuerally of thort con-
tipuance, a few days thould be allowed to pals before
_ M 3
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Before leaving this fubjed, it is to be remarked,,
that, in confequence of the acrimony of the diicharge:
in leacorrbea, producing irritation of the parts, a pecu-.
liar difeafe arifes, at times, known under the name of °
the furor uterinus.

Fuaror Uterinus.

r. This defire of venery has been known often to.
break through every reftraint of modelty or duty ; but
it is almoft always confined to a warm climate, and if "
ever appearing in this country, is reftrained from fhew-
ing itfelf by the modelty of the fex.

2. Its cure depends on a [tri& antiphlogiftic treats
ment, and particularly the application of {edative in-
jections, fuch as are ufed in gonorrbaa, to take off the
irritation of the parts.

Local, 4

1. The fecond {pecies of Whites is that which mﬂfﬁ.;‘l
nearly refembles the wencreal gonorrbaa, and pmcced
from the fame fource, or the glands of the vagina, |
though we have here, even lefs than in the former [pe- i
cies, any means of diltintion, and muft entirely be
guided by the report of the female. :

2. The cure is made by the ufe of aftringent injec-"

fironger, from the lefs fenfibility of the parts.

Confequences of Clap. (Gonorrbea Virulenta.)

3. Swelled Teflicle.  (Hernia Humoralis.)
1. In the firft ftage of gonsrrhen, when inflammato
fymptoms run high, and are extenlive, and the ufe of
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ftrong cathartics has been, perhaps, imprudently had
recourfe to, in confequence of fympathy with the af-
fected part, a fwelling and inflamimation of fometimes
one, fometimes both, tefticles takes place.

2. Its firlt fymptoms are, a lancelating pain in it,
with a ftiffnefs of the fpermatic cord, while, in its en-
largement, it gradually increafes to a cenfiderable fize,
attended with acute fever, and particular uneafinefs
over the thighs and abdomen, and its termination is
generally by refolution when the running returns.

3. Its prognofis is favourable when the laft circum-
ftance takes place, but it is dangerous when the pain
departs without a termination of the {welling ; even in
its moft favourable circumftances, hardnefs of the epi-
dydimis is apt to remain.

4. Its cure depends on the general remedies for al-
laying inflammation, as general and topical bleeding,
the ufe of mild purgatives, cataplafms to the part with
fugar of lead, the fleams of warm vinegar received on
it, and a fufpenfory to fupport it; while a fpare dict,
reft, and a horizontal pollure aie enjoired, and occa-
fionally, where much pain, the ufe of opiates, both in-
ternally and topically.

5. If a hardnefs fhould afterwards remain, meze-
reon, mercurial un&ion, the application of cicuta poul-
tices, and its ufe internally with deco&ion of liquorice
are of fervice. 1f a fwelling without hardnefs, vomits
and blifters have been here recommended, as allo feae
bathing and the bark.

Wafting of Teflicles.
WasTiNG oF TEsTicLE is a frequent confequence of
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in fuch patients on the {lighteft irritation, as heau
wine, exercife, or the mere effort of going to {tool, am
is attended with fome degree of fpafm in the emifliom

3. The latter oozes away infenfibly, at all times, in thh
form of a mucous-like difcharge, thinner than naturai
like involuntary ftools, or urine, and no regular emii
fion can ever be induced.

4 The former yields to antifpafmodics at times, buy
more readily to a regular ufe of venery than any othes
expedient, and marriage is, in fuch cafes, recommenc(
ed.

5. The latter is generally incurable, though tonics, a4
the bark, {teel, the balfams and cold bathing, have hees
often employed ; hemlock has fometimes been of fen
vice, and ftill more the henbane. But, as palliative:
can only be depended on, the chief point here is a now
tvithing diet, the removal of coftivenefs, and to thefi
may be joined fea bathing.

This difeafe, however, is oftener the effet of onam
ifm than arifing from a venereal caufe, il

4 Olftrudtion of Urine. '|

1. OsstucTion oF urint is one of the moft formid]
able confequences of gonorrbea. It is produced froms
{everal organic changes of the paffage, and thefe are,,

1/, Tumors, as the fwelling of the proftate ana
other glands high up in the urethra.

2d, Spafmodic conftrition of the paffage, whmH
is known by its fuddenly taking place without any pr
vious appearance of interruption, and its being as fud
denly removed. |

34, Caruncles or excrefcences in the urethr‘?
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ich are always fituated towards its extremity, and
never any length within it. it it s
i 4th, Real ftricture, confifting in a fivelling of the
ﬁmng}' body of the urethra for the fpace of an inch‘at
one part, or its contra&ion in a point, as if tied with a
cord, not exceeding ¢ of an inch. The bend of the ureth-
ra is the moft frequent feat of fuch changes, and its
continnance produces often feveral of the fame kind,
occafioning diftorfion of the canal, &c. This caule
is only to be known by the introdudion of the bougie,
which fhould always take place in every cafe of obfli-
nate gleet. |
- 2. The treatment of the firf}, or the fzvelled proflate, has
‘been:already confidered : that of the fecond, or fpafin of
tﬁvpaj'agz, depends on different warm emollient appli-
cations, as fomenting with camomile, rubbing the pe-
nis with camphorated oil, or anodyne balfam, or ather
and laudanum ; opium alfo internally is highly ufeful
here ; bleeding has removed it when other remedies
have failed, as alfo blifters to the perinceum ; ele@ri-
city has, at times, effe@ted a cure, and alfo the pafling
& bougie where the contratlion, without much violence,
will allow it. 4 '
- The two laft come again to be removed by the
botigie, and the rules for ufing it are thefe: Having
chofen at firlt a bougie, rather fmall, let the patient
be placed in a ftanding pofture, or laid on his back,
when the furgeon introduces it, ftretching the urethra o
as to let it more readily pafs. When meeting with re.
fiftance from the fricture, he Thould endeavour to pufh
it on flowly and gradually, without having occafion
for a fecond introduction, by twirling it betw
' N

1xt the
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finger and thumb without ufing force ; unlefs blood a.'ééc
pear when the irritation from it is too great, it mufti
then be withdrawn ; nor fhould it be again introduced]
for fome days till the injury of the urethra is healed.
3. When the bougie is once paft, it thould be bent att
the end, and a cotton thread tied round it, and fixed tothe:
glans to prevent its flipping into the bladder. Its cone-
tinuance fhould at firlt be no longer than half an houry,
or till fuch time as pain is excited, and gradually in--
creafed as the parts can bear it. During its ufe, the:
patient fhould be ftriétly confined to one pofture, and!
tor the paflage of urine, it thould be withdrawn when 1
neceffary. The gradual increafe of the fize of the:
bougie 1s a neceflary circumftance for the cure of the :
difeafe. Tt fhould never be paft into the bladder, exs «
cept at firlt to afcertain the extent of the difeafe, which |
is always anterior to the neck ; nor fhould it be laid .
afide till a confiderable time after the difappearance of ©
the fricture, and the time fhould be the longer ac-
cording to the obltinacy of the caufe; and it fhould
be again rcturned to on thelealt appearance of obfiruc '
tion. A failure in pafling the bougie at firt fhould |
not deter from perfevering. [t fhould, in that cafe, be
bent in introducing it, in order to afcertain if any difs}
torfion of the canal prevents its pafling before arrival
mg at the firifture.  But if, after fruitlefs attempts,}
no impreflion can be made by the bougie, Mr Hunter”s
applicatian of cauflic may be tried as the laft chan £
of relief. :
4+ Where the difeafe is not removed by thefe me-
thods, but left to itfelf, from the diftenfion of the pafs
fage betwixt the bladder and ftricture, by every evas
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mer ; at firlt like {fmall points gradually becoming lar--
ger and more numerous, and covering more or lefs off
the penis, but chiefly the prepuce.

2. They are of various fize, confiftence, and appeara-
ance, adhere fometimes by a narrow, fometimes by a:
broad bafe ; and they are removed by whatever excites:
much inflammation, wherever a ligature cannot be ap- .
plied round them from their number, or the broadnefs.:
of their bafe. 1 Y

3- Thefe applications are, a ftrong folution of fal:
ammoniac, corrofive fublimate, {avine powder, :r_nuE"-q*
tard, &c. and thefe renewed fo often as the inflammas .
tion {ubfides. '

2. Chancres.  (Ulcera primaria.)

1. WHeN the venereal poifon corrodes the fkin exe
ternally, it produces a fmall boil or pimple, termina -
mg in an ulcer, termed chancre, which is diftinguithed |
by want of difpofition to heal, a thickened bafe, andi

c¢ircumfcribed inflammation..

is various, commonly in three or four days, thmugh 0 ;
ten known in 24 hours, and at other times not till fix
or feven weeks. It is preceded by an itchinefs, or
fenfe of titillation over the glans. The feat is mo
commonly the glans penis and preputium, though eve=.
ry part of the genitals may be occafionally fo. '
3- The appearance of chancres varies much in differs
ent conllitutions, and wherever they fhew early a
markable tendency to fpread and increafe in foulnefs:
under medicines, they are always alarming. i
4~ Chancre is befk removed by the application of caus

I. i

e

Sl
i1
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ftic to deltroy the virus, being merely local; or if re-
cent, even wathing frequently with fpirit of wine, rum,
Fiungar}r water, or {pirit of lavender ; if more exten-
ive, however, mercurial ointments are moft effetual,
1s with red preciptate, calomel, &c.; or, if indolent,
with verdigris. The ufe of mercurials, internally,
to prevent abforption, is always neceflary, alfo a pro-
per attention to cleanlinefs ; and the mercurials fhould
be continued internally till eight or ten days after the
cure of chancre.

§. Chancres in women poflefs the fame appearance as
thofe in men ; and, from the difference of parts, or
more extended furface for the application of the poi-
fon, they are generally in them more numerous. They
require alfo to be treated more largely by internal me-.
dicines, from the parts not {o readily admitting the
application of dreflings. Itis for this reafon undion,
fo as to pafs through the difeafed part, is a mode pre-
ferred for the cure of chancres in them.

. 6. A peculiar fpecies of chancre in women, which
h:a?bc termed an internal one, is noticed by fome
authors, and proceeds from the application of the poi-
fon to the mouth of the womb, where the penis, in
coition, extends that length. It is not often met with ;
but, where occurring, its fymptoms are, a fenfe. of
great heat and darting pungent pains about the womb 3
but thefe are not always accompanied with a pur:fnrm
difcharge, nor is the fluor albus (or Whites) neceflarily
mereafed by this affeétion. Though no external {fymp-
toms appear, the patients communicate the infection,,
which gives the moft certain evidence of the difeafe s
and with this may be joined a fenfe of acute pain that
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they feel at the upper part of the vagina, (or paﬁ'ag@
e/pecially in coition. and not unfrequently attendee
with a fanguineous difch: arge.” On examination, i
this ftate, the womb feels enlarged gives a fenfe og
preternatural heat, and fuffers pain from the {lightef|
preflure, while fmall ulcers may be felt about the og
utert, (or mouth ) The difeafe continues long in thij
ftate, without difplaying any more general venerea
fymptoms ; but the parient’s health gradually declmesig
and fhe fometimes becomes hectical.

7+ It is cured by the internal ufe of mercury, as du-
rected 1n Jues.

.|.,
44

N ¥
Confequences of Chancre in the Part.

Frequently the cure of Chancre is prevented by th::
fore affuming a fcrophulous or erifepelatous difpofi-i
tion under the ufe of mercury, and fpreading deep 1315
to the urethra, and threatening mortification. In thta
cale, inftead of mercury, the application of lime-was 2~
ter, folution of blue vitriol, traumatic balfam, ti :
of myrrh, ardent {pirits, &c. may be tried externally.

3. Bubo.

1. Warn the venereal virus is abforbed from chanereys

ther glands, in confequence of the inflammation it ex«"
cites there, a bubo is formed, or a painis firft felt in
the groin, with fome degree of hardnefs and fwellin :"1"—_% .
not larger than a kidney bean, which increafing, i.‘;( '
cafions a rednefs of the fkin, with difficulty in walkmg,_
while the part rifes into a tumor, poflefling init a thrﬂbgi-
: ]

$
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pofition. In this Rate, the matter becomes highly-
crid; the fore fpreads from the body of the glands
the cellular fubftance, inflaming the fkin and contigy
ous parts, and affluming a foul fpungy appearana
with callous edges, while it gives much pain. Ass
heals in one part, another breaks out, and, proceedii
in this manner, the whole under part of the abdom
and thigh come to be laid bare. In thefe cafes, opiuu
internally, and cauftic applied to the fores, has bes
moft fuccefsful ; as alfo drefling with calomel, verc
gris, red precipitate ; cicuta alfo, internally appliee
and externally at the fame time in the form of cati
plafm, has effeed a cure; falt water has been hee
recommended, as alfo fumigation with cinnabar ; cous
try air, and change of diet, has alfo been effeciual.

4. Cunflitutional Difeafe. (Lues.)

1. Waen the venereal poifon is conveyed from a by
bo to the next glands, and fo paffes on to the thorace
du&, or is otherwile mixed with the mafs of blood,
ten without the intervention of bubo, a complete Jues |
foon produced, difplaying itfelf by ulcers in the throal
mouth, and nofe. -

In the firft, they are of a conical thape, often of cﬁ
fiderable depth, and attack generally the am]rgdi_,
firk without much pain, unlefs when erifipelas nf%
contiguous parts attends, and they produce hoar{enefy!
feetor of breath, &c. 1l

Thofe of the nofe generally affe& its internal parts
or fome part of the offa fpongioffa ; and if the under par
of the nofe, it fhews a white flough, or a firm brows
cruft. .

In the mouth, every part is occafionally the feat oy
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nmal ulcers, but they are moft frequent in the pa-
n?ﬁ%nd tongue. A deep copper coloured fpot fome-
1ere between the uvula and middle of the palate is
e firft appearance, which at laft becomes ulcerated,
d advances with great rapidity both in breadth and
pth, and is generally fingle, while thofe from mer-
ry, which they here refemble, are numerous.

The fkin is next defaced by fpots of a reddifh,
ownifh, or copper colour, and fcabby blotches
pear about the roots of the hair and temples,
1efe {pots foon change to ulcerations, and they are
oft numerous on the breaft and fhoulders, from
ence extending over the other parts of the body,
rich calt off deep, and have their fides and bottom
a dirty brown appearance, with a fetid acrid dif:
arge often of a green colour ; and this flate is not to
‘changed by any external applications alone.

After which attacking the bones, fharp pains are
lt in the night-time, efpecially in the tibia and {houl-
rs, which depart as the morning approaches.

In the progrefs of the difeafe, the different glands
come indurated and fchirrous, and the bones rotten
d carious, and fhoot out a foft fungous flefh, which
fily bleeds, and foon returns on being deftroyed.

2. Our opinion here is more favourable in recent
an in old cafes, and in adults than in old perfons and
ildren, and where the habit is otherwife found, and
it impaired by other difeafes. We Judge alfo much
om the capacity the conftitution poffeffes of bear-
g the a&tion of mercury in fuch inveterate cafes.

3+ Diffe&ions of Jues difcover various forms of caries
feting the bomes, and induration of feveral of the



156 CACHECTIC DISEASES.

glands. The principal caries is found to affed

bones of the cranium, communicating often ulcerat:
to the brain itfelf, aud this organ has been foundy,
times, reduced almoft to a fluid ftate. Exoftofess
feveral of the hardeft bones are alfo confpicuous ;

lymphatic glands, in different parts, much enlargy
and f{chirrus of feveral of the organs, particularly -
liver and lungs; even the heart itfelf full of tuberc:

4. In the cure, mercury alone is to be depended!
and it may be exhibited fo as either to raife a falii
tion, or without it.

In the firfl cafe, before emplnying it, if the perfom
plethoric, bleeding {hould be performed, and the ufé
.thin diluents and the warm bath enjoined, the body bes
covered with flannel ; after which the mercury is to
flowly thrown in, and chiefly by uné&ion on the joir
in the quantity of a dram of the common blue ointma
daily at a time, which will require the fpace of halff
hour’s rubbing before it difappear. During the cc
tinuance of the fpitting, the pulfe fhould never excc
102 in a minute, nor the quantity of falivary difchay
fix pounds in 24 hours. - Its flux fhould be permity
day and night, and a moderate dict and diluents pll
tifully fupplied. 'When it is to be ftopt, the diet mx
be amended, a purge or two exhibited, and a retus
to the free air gradually made ; after which, the com
try and exercife will recover the health.

But where, again, falivation is wifhed to be avo
ed, the mercury muft be dire@ed fo as to pafs off
one or other of the excretions, efpecially by the k&
neys or ikin ; and for the latter purpofe, inftead of un
tion, the remedy may be given -nternally in a dofe :
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The firength is then to be reflored by the ufe of bark
and bitters. :

il

Three varieties of the venereal difeafe are often mes
with in praéice. .
1/7, The fir/l as it occurs in infants. +

24, As it appears in the form of fibbens.

3d, As it is known by the name of yaavs,

— il A
=

1. Penereal difeafe of Infancy. (Lues Infantum.)

1. Tue venereal difeale, in infants, is peculiar in itss
{ymptoms. It appears at birth, but more commonlyy
foon after, in the form of an erifipelatous eforefcencet
over the whole body. The cuticle is in part, or altos
gether, deftroyed. and the fkin is tender and affords.
matter.  The nails fometimes do not form, and theres
is, as it were, an imperfe& evolution. The difeafet
fometimes does not appear till the 1cth, 12th, or 14thh
day, and then the eruption is chiefly confined to
parts about the anus, viz. on the nates, and about
pudendum.  In thefe places, irregular blotches ari
of a light red colour, and fomewhat elevated; a thing
acrid {erum fometimes oozes from them. In othe:
parts, the difeale appears like a crully eruption, whicliy§
in fome places, continues dry, and falls off in fcales.'
while. in others, there prevails an exudation from it of
acrid matter, __

2. ‘T'his difeafe is occaficnally derived from both fa-
ther and mother, although no fymptoms can be traced
to mark its exiltence in either. Wherever children are »
born in the flate defcribed, or feveral dead birthl'.-'il
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uccefiively follow, it depends, for the molft part, on this
aufe; the removal of which can only be effected by a
aercurial courfe, on which both parties 1d be put.

.'-3.. As the lues of infancy, when infeding, conveys a
eculiar virulence of difeafe, the mother alone, if pof-
ible, fhould continue to nurfe, and be put on the ule
f mercury.

4. In the cure of the child, calomel and corrofive
ublimate are the two preparations employed, particu-
arly the calomel. It may be given in a § of a grain
or a dofe, and repeated twice a-day. A courfe of this
tind, for a month or five weeks, will remove the dif-
afe ; but fhould be continued fomewhat longer to en-
ure the cure.

s Siéﬁfﬂff

1. Sinsens is a fpecies of the venereal difeafe, con-
fned to one part of this country; and firlt obferved
wbout 6o years ago, being fuppofed, from the place in
which it appeared, to have fome conneftion with the
tch. Icfirfk appears in the form of a fore throat, the
tonfils and uvula difcovering fuperficial ulcerations,
and the mouth and infide of*the cheeks and lips being
more or lefs covered with an aphthous eruption of
white fpecks. Sometimes a hoarfenefs attends this ftate
of the parts, and excrefcences arife from them fimilar
to the fprouting of « rafp berry, from which the name
of filbens is derived.

2. T'rom the furfice of the mouth and throat, it
next difcovers itfelf on the fkin, under the appearance
of fmall puftules, which break and leave a dry livid
hordered cruft ; beneath which, ulcers form, generally,

Q 2
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fewell where they are large, and very numerous wheres
they are {mall. The eruption is fometimes attendedd
with fever where numerous, but for the molt part not. |

4. 'This difeafe attacks but once, and all the negroess
who have had it in Africa, never have a fecond return.
Children, and the more early period of manhood, 18§
molt fufceptible of its attacks. The colour of the hairt
on the parts affe@led becomes entirely white. ’

L
[

5. The contagion of this difeafe is even more fubtiled
than the fitkers. Hence it is one of the moft frequent difff
eafes of the Welt Indies. It is more commonly receiva:
ed by fimple contad in the common intercourfe of lifes
than by coition, and even barely touching the infecfedd
perfon is fufficient to communicate it; fo that as foom
as a negro fhews any {ymptems of this difeafe, ke is
fecluded from the reft, and fhut up in a particular parti
of the plantation, where, left to the ufe of vegetabless
he frequently gets well without any afliftance. =1

6. Our opinion in this difcafe is much dire&ed by
the mode of treatment ; for, of itfelf, it is rarely d
gerous, and for long the health is little impaired by
But the confequences of the difeafe, efpecially from in
proper treatment, are always to be dreaded; and ]
ulcerations where numerous, are apt to debilitate hm
fyftem in a high degree, and even prove fatal. iil

». Like the fmall pex, and other acute cruptive
eafes, the yaws poflefs a certain courfe, though the .
aét period of this has not been afcertained by prac
titioners, but extends frem one month to two ‘QI
three, according to the {tate of conftitution ; and, il
conduéting the cure, the treatment confifts in obferv?
ing a Qri@ antiphlogiitic courfe during the firlt Rage

"
- |
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v till the exficcation of the fungous excrefcence begin.
[he only medicine employed being the ufe of fome
nild diaphoretic, as the contrayerva, China, farfa, faf-
afras, guiac, ufed in deco&ion, or tincture, to preferve
he relaxation of the fkin. 'Thus, itis cured by the
wegroes by the ufe of certain herbs having the fame
liaphoretic effect.

In the fecond Rage, when the exficcation appears, this
nay be aflited by the cold bathing of the part, touch-
ng it with fome mild efcharotic, fo as to haflen the fepa-
ration ; and when the latter takes place, the fkin below
will be found clear and {mooth ; fometimes, however,
one larger yaw, termed the mafler yaw, is fomewhat
troublefome, and requires repeated applications ; after
which, it degenerates into a common ulcer, but this is
eafily healed by common applications, as in other cafes
of ulcer.

8. This is the treatment of the difeafe in its mildeft
form ; but where the procefs of nature is interrupted
in this exficcation, inftead of the (kin being fmooth be-
low, a new growth of fungus takes place, and ulcera-
tions attending, fpread fo as to affect even the conti-
guous bones with an appearance fimilar to that of the
fpina ventofa. By thefe ulcerations, the conftitution be-
comes impaired, and the difeafe often proves fatal. In
thefe circumftances, a different treatment is neceflarily
required.

g. This confifts in the ufe of mercury. It requires,
however, here a great deal of limitation, and fhould
be exhibited in{malt dofes pretty long continued, in the
manner of an alterative courfe. This may be fue-

ceeded by the farfa or guiac decoétion, fo as to enfure
the cure.
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v

‘The topical applications, again, fhould be entively
of the narcotic tribe, as the cicuta, belladonna, and the
numerous articles of that clafs found in the Welt Ins
dies. They are far preferable to the aftringents fors
merly employed, or the efcharotics; for the ufe of
which, the ulcerations, in this fecond ftage, are too exe
tenﬁve i1

the ya<ws appear th..re, the difcharge is apt to be con -'-*
ed; and when breaking out, they are difficult to heal,
and termed by the negroes the crab yaw, rendering the m:
incapable of walking, and often u]ceratmg the w a-,i}_'j
of the fole. The treatment of this ulceration, hows
‘ever, is the fame as elfewhere. It is cured by the nﬁ
groes themfelves with an infufion of the bark of th
mammy tree and alum ; in which the feet are immerfed.
fur a certain time, generally nine days. |

. Inoculation has been propofed for this dlfcaf
and it is probable it may be equally fuccefsful as
{mall pox. 'Lhe fame rules will apply (Clafs L. xv.
20. )

IV. Dropfy. (Hydrops.)

1. Drorsy is an effufion of a watery fluid into th

receives different appellations, according to the pa
cular fituation in which it is feated.

2. It moft commonly attacks women about the age
of 50, thofe of a lax corpulent habit, or who are ad-H
wvanced in life ; alfo thofe of a fedentary profeflion, a
who exceed in the ufe of fpiritous and fedative liquids.

3. It depends on a general weaknefs of the lympha- ‘
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¢ fyftem, or an obftrudion to the exercife of its funce
nijs in a_part, influenced by a variety of circumf{lan-
3 for the caufes of this difeafe are perhaps more nu-
erous than thefe of almoft any other, and it appears
tener as a confequence of other difeafes, than as real-
‘idiopathic. In every cafe it is attended with ema-
ation, palenefs, .and a variable ftate of the pulie, and
particularly denoted by two {ymptoms, diminifhed
1antity of urine, which is high coloured, and thirft.
he prefence of fever, however, in this difeafe is very
1certain, _
4. Our opinion is here very doubtful, and determin-
L by the figns of debility, by the appearance of the
spetite, and tlie quantity and colour of the urine ;
hich is favourable when white.
5. The indications of cure, in every fituation where
is effufed, are,

1/, "L'o remove as far as poflible, the particular caufe
" the difeafe, though this is often little in our power,

2d, To evacuate the accumulated fluid ; and,

3d, To excite the lymphatic fyllem {o as to prevent
¢ future extravafation. .
6. The fi-f# is performed by evacuating remedies, as

1, By emetics, which are not much employed,
id require great caution. Thefe moft ufed, are either
ecacuhan, tartar emetic, or blue vitricl.

2d, By purgatives of a draftic pature, as gamboge,
lap, and calomel, which frequently operate in both
redtions. They are given either fingly or combined ;
\d in order to a& brifkly, they fhould be introduced
to the fyltem, with as little dilution as poilible, in
¢ form of bolus, or eletuary, and in dofes pretty
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ftrong. In order to be effe@ual, they require alfo éi
be repeated. M1
3d, By diuretics, where the conftitution is weakl
and other difeafes attend, as cream of tartar, folubl
tartar, fquill, colchicum, cantharides, &c. |
41h, By diaphoretics of a heating nature, as 1. lat
danum with volatile alkali, Dover’s powder, in a dof
of 10 grs every two hours, &c. '
sth, Dy an obftinate refiraint from drink, allaying
the thirft by acid fruits, &c.
6th, By the different means of puncture, paracente!
fis, and the formation of deep iffues ; and they are yar
ticularly indicated, where the bowels are in an irritabls
or difeafed ftate, but the firlt, or pun&ure, is the
proper, and leaflt exceptionable. When made at th
knees, there is lefs danger ‘of gangrene, than whex
lower down.
7. The fecond indication is effefled,
1/, By tonics and chalybeates, with the external ¢
medies of friGtion and difcutients, moderate exercile
ele@ricity, &c.
2d, By a dry nourifhing diet, with aromatics.
3d, By the remedies employed in the cure of tht
primary difeafes, as a confequence of which it is il
duced ; and fince arifing {o often from glandular OB
firuttions, particularly of the liver, mercury is hert
a powerful remedy ; and, .
ath, By a dry Atmofphere and the ufe of the '*;"
bath, which {hculd here at firlt be merely a momen ‘*‘
application,
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; 1. Dropfy of the Skin. (Anafarca.)

1. Oxt of the moft common feats of dropfy is the
Hular membrane, when it is termed anafarca. This
eiling begins moft commonly in the lower extremi.
sy or feet and ancles, and extends from them over
e relt of the body ; it is there marked by a foft yield-
r colourlefs tumor, equally diffufed, retaining the
ppreflion of the finger, attended for the mof part,
th evident {ymptoms of a morbid ftate of body in o-
er refpects, which diftinguifh it from obefity ; the wa-
» itfelf, fometimes even oozes in fmall quantities
rough the cuticle, fometimes raifes it in bliflers in
Terent parts.
2. This {pecies of dropfy arifes moft commonly from
e of four caufes, either,

1/, Suppreft evacunations ; hence it often follows fud-
n cold, retention of urine, of the menfes, &c.

2d, Preceding difeafes of an acute nature, as the
rlet fever, intermittents, and fome of the exanthes
ita. :

3d, Weaknefs or debility, without any local affec-
n; as, from poor diet, much cold water drank, efs
sially in warm climates, and where not accuftomed
it; from living under a cold moift atmofphere ; from
ge evacuations, efpecially of blood ; from depreﬁ"mg
Tions, indolent fedentary life, &c. Or,

4th, Compreflion of particular parts, when it is ge-
rally partial and confined to the lower extremities.
In this lakt cafe it would frequently feem to be a

reditary affetion, when it fcarcely falls under the
¢ of difeafe.
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3. Our opinion is diredted by the nature -::f'the preces
ing difeafe, of which it is the fequel, efpecially fchirruss
any of the organs, when it isalways unfavourable, by tt
degree of debility which appears in the {yftem, denott
by the ftate of the pulfe and appetite, as indicating tt
prefence or abfence of fever; the efforts for recovee
in the fyftem itfelf, are, however rare, although fome |
ftances of fpontaneous crifis, by vomiting, purging,
an increafed flow of urine have occurred. The com
nuance, alfo, of the difeale increafes the difficulty
cure, as well as the extent of the anafarcouns ftate. |
women this fpecies of dropfy is obferved to be mod
favourable than in men; but though recovered, ?
in them, it is attended with fterility.

4. 'T'he treatment of this {pecies is delivered in the g1
neral plan of cure of dropfy detailed (1v. 6. 7.); butfri
tion which is here much commended, fhould be mad:
with the aflitance of fome unéuous fubftance, as t't
camphorated liniment begun in the morning, when tk
parts are molft fufce[mble of a@ion, and rubbed chief
frﬂm bﬁ]OW upwards, to ]’EIUTH the fluid into the ci _

fo mmmended as abforbing the fluid trom the fkin. :
ufe ot the lace ftocking here is alfo not to be neglectes
as fupporting the tone of the parts.

2. Water in the Head. (Hydrocephalus.)

. TuE firlt fpecies of internal dropfy that deferve
to he mentioned is bydrocephalus, or water in the h'_
The (ymptoms of tins difeafe are not always clear,
thofe commonly enumerated are pain of head, oftél
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bladder, or adjacent parts conne@ed with the fecretios|
of bile j yet there are other cafes where diffe@ions dd
not difcover the fmallelt morbid {ymptom, to whicll
the difeafe can be traced. The yellow tinge, on opemy
ing ifteric patients, appears to pervade every part, evers
the moft intimate in the body. The whole fubftancel
of the brain is coloured by it; the moft minute partg
of the cellular membrane, even the cartilages -and(
bones 3 and this tinge, if the body is preferved aften
death, is found to remain for years. -

1o. The cure of jaundice, as well as its prognofis, iss
regulated by the caufes enumecrated as producing x.t.
(vi. %7.)- At times, when the difeafe is famewhﬁm
advanced, a natural diarrhea commences, which pres
vents the further abforption into the mafs of fluids;;
and when moderate, except in warm climates, it {hould!
be encouraged. 'l

11. In cafe of tumors, the ufual means of refolution,y
by the application of cicuta and mercury, fhould bed
employed, joining alfo alkaline and neutral falts, mi-{
neral waters, &c. Where, however, calculous nbftruc—‘-’
tion is fufpeéted, after reducing, by bleeding, any fﬁ-r
verifh agitation which attends, moderate vomiting, and!
mild purges, are to be had recourfe to, and frequenﬁ;
ly, in this cafe, a {fymptomatic vomiting occurs, which
points out the particular caufe of the difeafe; andl
great attention fhould be paid to the infpecion of th
tces to know when it is palt, as well as the appear--
ance of the face already noticed. (#ide Local ﬂ_fﬁ'{{fﬂ_ﬂ;}"
— Ifchuria.) "

Exercife is alfo here particularly ufeful, efpac:ailfF
on horfeback. A
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cury, as {fmall dofes of calomel, wthiops mineral, o
Plummer’s pill ; of antimony, as fmall dofes of tarta:
emetic, and antimonial wine ; of the muriated barytess
of tonics of different” kinds, as cold bathing, and barH
coltsfoot, fteel; of narcotics, as the cicuta, daﬂ‘erf:m
fpecies of the folana, and even opium.

l{Tues may be alfo formed near the part, and a nout
rifhing diet, with fri@tion and exercife, employed.

7. The numerous local applications alfo to the parts
co-operating with thefe general views, vary accordiny
to its ftages.

-

T. In the Slage of Swelling.

The difcutients commonly employed are, fteams «
warm water, eleéricity, the ufe of mercurial ointment
hemlock, and fea water poultices, a mixture of recent bili
and faponaceous liniment, blifters, {p. mindereri, oil ¢
tartar per deliquium, faturnine applications, {oap plalﬂ
ter, ammoniac plailter, fea wreck lotion, &c.

% i
’
]

2. Jn the flage of Ulceration. 'l

The remedies again applied are, ointments wit!
burnt alum, red precipitate, or verdigris, cloths diﬁ
in cold water and frequently changed, and in fea WIH
ter, the guiac in lime water, ointments with lead.

The affiltance of preflure is alfo neceffary in all fcrm
phulous ulcers. :

8. Befides this treatment, the removal to a warr
climate has been recommended ; for the change from
a warm to a cold climate has been frequently knows
to produce the difeafe. |
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VIIL. Rickets (Rachitis.)

1. Rickers confit in a peculiar enlargement of the
bones in certain fituations, and they are farther diftin-
guifhed by an uncommon fize of head, efpecially ante-
riorly, {welling of the joints, flattened ribs, protuberant
belly, and general emaciation of the other parts.

2. This difeafe was firft accurately defcribed in the
1650, which has rendered its appearance, fince that
time, a greater obje¢t of attention ; and though it may
have been known to the ancients, no full or complete”
defcription of it is to be found in their works.

3. Its attacks are commonly bcgun foon after birth,

from the 6th to the gth month, and they feldom begin
after the fecond year.
. The child firft lofes his ufual cheerfulnefs, becomes
peevith and dull, the colour of his cheek, if rofy, de-
parts, and he fenfibly falls off. The peculiar marks
of the difeafe then begin te appear. The forehead
turns prominent, and the head, in general, enlarged in
a proportion far exceeding the growth of the other
parts, which inclines him to reft it, from its weight, on
the fhoulders. The lealt exercife becomes then pain-
ful, and an inclination to lie is obfervable.

But, in fpite of this difeafed ftate, the appetite for
food turns keener, and the belly is commonly loofe.

The bones gradually foften, and become curved, et
pecially the back bone in different parts, the ribs flat-
ten and feel knotty, and the breaft becomes tharpened.

The belly is {fwoln, tenfe and hard to the touch, den-
tition is here later than ufual, and the teeth, when ap-
pearing, foon fpoil and are loft
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r IX. Leprofy. (Lepra.)

1. Lerrosy confifts in an eruption of whitifh, yel-
w or blackifh {pots, on the face, arms, and legs ; the
in lofing its hair, and becoming unequally thick,
abby, and hard, defaced with fcurvy blotches, and in-
nfible even to the pundure of a needle ; though, in
te neighbouring parts unaffected, a confiderable itchi-
s prevails.

2. In this manner the difeafe continues for years, the
:alth remaining otherwife found ; when advancing in
5 progrefs, the hairs of the pubes and beard begin to
Il off, the fkin of the head to be divided with deep
rinkles, and the breathing, which fmells rank, to be
apeded, the cheeks at the fame time affuming a livid
lour, and the voice hoarfe and founding through the
dfe. In this advanced ftage, it forms what is termed
\& elephantiafis.

3. In its laft flage, ulcerations arife in different
irts, preceded by glandular fwellings in the cheek,
n, &c.; and it afflumes the fame appearance as the
e in its advanced (tate, while the mind is here at the
me time confiderably affe¢ted, and a ftrong defire for
mery prevails. Its termination is by the falling off
 {fome of the extreme parts, if the patient furvives fo
ng.

A particular fpecies of elephantiafis often appears in
s country, affecting the upper lip. It is flow in its
ogrefs, is attended with little fietor, but gradually
ftroys the fubftance of the part.

4. This difeafe attacks chiefly thofe of a melancholic
mperament, rarely affeting women, thofe who pof:
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-a degree of ftupor and giddinefs, but in the :molt corm
.mon.kind, this is not at all remarkable, and this {tupon
gives the appearance of fleep, though the patientii
-rather the worfe for it.

3. For four or five days at firft, the tongue continues
perfedly moift, and though the perfon complain 09
thirit, it is but little ; the fecretions however, come a2
“1aflt to be ftopt, and then the tongue becoming dryy
acquires a parched feel, as in nervous cafes; hence
arifes that indiftin@nefs of {peech, which would appeas
mnng to fome paralytic affeétion, but, by admlmﬂ
tering a little drink and wafhing the mouth it is removy
ed.

4. The uvrine is generally of the natural colourt
through the whole courfe of the difeafe, it depofits ax
the fame time a {fediment, and fometimes a glairy muuy
.cus appears at bottom. The inflammatory {ymptoms
are always very mild, and it affames 21l the appearance
of the nervous fever, only the {ymptoms are not {di
violent ; it may laftin fome cafes, for five or fix weeksy
cr even two months, though no delirium attends, - n@
.is that languor -vifible (w}uch obtains in the nervonﬂ
Lind occafioning fyncope), on attempting to raifet
patient, for here he can bear an ere& pofture for fon
-time; nor is there any tendency to a putrefcen
{tate of : the fluids, as in the nervous ‘in its advaneg*
Alages. 34

5. ‘Its caufes are-the fame as were mentioned ‘to prod
«luce the nervous fever, (Clafs II. 1. 4.) and it generallyl
departs without any regular crifis, in a flow, gradual
~way, being denoted by the perfon enjoying a found red
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refhing {leep, and a gentle moifture appearing on the
urface, while the appetite gradually returns.

6. In diffe@ions of this fever, the appearances are
the fame as in #yphus, though not to the fame extent.
Tn fome inftances nothing preternatural has been dif-
eovered.

7. Inits cure it does not bear evacuations, and, above"
1, bleeding fhould never be employed. It may be
ufted almoft folely to mild diaphoretics, in the infla-

atory ftage, and afterwards a moderate ufe of wine
ill be proper, with attention to the proper regulations
efpecting air and cleanlinefs, as mentioned the

eatment of the nervous and putrid fevers, (Clafs 11
«.7.) Clafs IIL 5. 7.)

I1. Intermittent Fever.

1. 'Tur intermittent is that kind of fever which pofiefles
b clear intermiffion from febrile {vmptoms, for a longer
or fhorter fpace of time. Or it confifts of a fucceflion of
paroxyfms, between which there prevails a clear apy~
rexia.

2. Intermittents are properly divided into two Kinds,

he wernal and autumnal, from the particular times of
he year.at which they appear; and they are again of
lifferent {pecies, according to the diltance obferved be-

iwixt the periods of intermiflion, the moit common of
hich is 48 hours, and conftitutes the #ertian period,

the appearance of which is oftenelt in the {pring;

and next to this 72 hours, which conftitutes the guar-

lan period, and is moft {requent in autumn. Another

period is alfo met with, termed the guotidian, confilting

in an intermiflion every 24 hours,
R.2
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fit when commenced, and in preventing its recurrence
during the intermiffion. |

Thefr;? of thefe is effedted by exhibiting emetics dtiu
ring the cold (lage ; they thould, however, be confinees
to thofe cafes where the debility is not great and gl
ven in a full dofe rather than in divided ones; or bo)
opiatesigiven in the hot ftage to the length of 5o Drﬁ-ﬁl
drops of liquid landanum.

The fecond. again, depends on increafing the ﬂrengl:ﬂ
of the heart and arteries, by the ufe of ftimulants ane
tonics, the beft of which laft is the bark, and it fhoul
be exhibited, as near as poflible to the time of acceff
fion, in pretty large quantities; while its various mors
bid effects may be obviated, viz. diarrheea, by its junce
tion with opiates ; and coftivenefs, by rhubarb or fomat
of the neutral falts. Where the bark again is rejeétedd,
it may be given in glyfter, or joined with camphire. .

A great variety of {ubltances of a flimulant, aﬁriq‘dl
gent and aromatic nature, have been alfo joined withh
it to increafe its powers, or exhibited by themfelves in
preference to the bark, the principal of which it is bares
ly fulficient to mention; as alum and nutmeg, alum
and mercury, the pulvis ftypticus, cort. querci, ¢
momile, gentian, galls, faba St Ignatii, {erpentarias,
multard, &c.; and when thefe fail, metallic prepara-¢
tions have been employed, as preparations of iron, cope-t-
per, and arfenic, particularly the latter in the form ofd
the taltelefs ague drop.

12. The bark fhould never be given before two fitss
of the difeale have taken place: and in the wvernal inter--
mittents, the great danger lies in haltening the cure t0o ¢
foon. An ounce of bark, repeated at twice, will ftopp
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a quotidian; three or four ounces a tertian; but the
difficulty of curing a quartan is even proverbial, and will
require much more. In all cafes, the bark fhould be
employed, for fome time, in {maller dofes, after the
departure of the fever; and previous to its ufe, where
a [trong inflammatory difpofition prevails, efpecially in
wm.-::!liﬂf.}rm:'ﬁmu, bleeding is recommended ; or, where
congeltions in the abdominal vifcera appear, they fhould
be cleared ; for indurated fwellings frequently remain
where the bark, beiore attention to this practice, is had
recourfe to.

13. Such fwellings are mueh taken notice of by prac-
titioners in the warmer climates, and are termed aqgue
cakes. LTheir fymptoms are an obtufe pain in the re-
.gion of the liver, not conftant, but occafionally return-
ing, and particularly felt on preflure, or after eating.
The precordia are hard and fwelled. This difeafe is
not eafily affected by remedies; and, in its advanced
ftage, the countenance becomes of a leaden colour, the
dkin yellow ; dropfy of the belly and legs enfue, and
fuppuration at lait taking place, the patient dies heic.
But this difeafe is treated more fully in Hepatitis. (Vide
Clafs I. x. ») '

14. T'o avoid, therefore, thefe evils, the early evacua-
tion of the abdominal vifcera, before the bark, has been
ftrongly inculcated ; and the operation of every laxative
fhould always be over before the acceflion of the par-
oxy{m, from the danger of increafing the debility too
much.

15. As intermittents are {o liable to recur, one great
flep towards their cure, as well as to prevent their recur-
rence, 1s a change from the fituation where they have
been caught, and often little elfe is neceflary to the cure.
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LOCAL DISEASES..
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T HOUGH, by theplanof the work, it is notintended |
to treat ftri¢tly of the clafs of leal difeafes, which |
belong more immediately to the Surgeon than the Phy- .
fician ; yet as a few of them are alfo the obje&s of me- -
dical practice, a thort account of fuch is here {ubjoined.

E:',

I Worms. (Permes.)

1. Worms have been found in every part of the-b'tr-‘r_."-
dy ; but their moft common feat appears to be the in-

teftines. They are more frequent even in animals tha ]
e
They are of three kinds, viz. the afcarides or {mall wnrm,‘i:;

LT 0ol Nl

in the human race, efpecially in quadrupeds and fifhes.
1 J

the teres or round worm, and the fenig or tape worm.
Different fituations of the inteftines have been mention-':}.
ed as occupied by each of them, particularly the recs
tum, as the feat of the afcarides, where they are ob-

ferved always involved in mucus. But the Cifferent
kinds of them are found occafionally in every part of
the inteltines. The tape worm, however, is not fo

common in this country.

2. The fymptoms by which worms are diltinguifhed
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are often doubtful. The principal ones enumerated are
pain and acid eru&ation of ftomach, variable appetite,
foul tongue, feetid breath: the belly full, hard, and
tenfe, with occafional gripings or pains in different
parts of it, particularly about the navel ; irregular ftate
of the belly, heat and itchinefs of the rectum, urine
white and limpid, often difcharged with difficulty.

With thefe fymptoms are joined a dull appearance of
the eye, often dilatation of the pupil, itchinefs of the
noftrils, fhort dry cough, flow fever, with EVENING ex-
acerbations, and irregular pulfe, grinding of the teeth
in {leep, &ec.

3. The caufe of worms itis difficult to explain. That
they are generated in the body is clear; becaufe they
have been found frequently in the brain; at times even
in the heart itfelf; and alfo becaufe they do not feem
capable of living for any time out of the body. They
appear moft frequently in thofe of a relaxed habit, and
whofe bowels contain a preternatural quantity of mu-
cus or {limy matter. Hence it is a difeafe moft com-
mon to children. - When itis fatal, it is chiefly {from
the larger kind, and that by their erofion of particular
parts, and thus inducing a tabid ftate.

4. For the cure of this difeafe fewo indications muft
be formed.

The firflis-to effedt their difcharge.

The fecond is to prevent their future generation.

5. The firfl indication is accomplithed by certain re-
medies, which have been termed fpecifics in this dif
eafe, and thefe {pecifics all aé in one of three ways,
«viz. either,

1/, Dy fimple evacuation or purging; as the dif-
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ferent feetid or firong bitters, viz. rue, tanfy, worms

wood, &c. alfo mercury, rhubarb, aloes, &c. i

2d, Mechanically, as the tin and coweech, &c. ; or,
3d, Chemically, as lime-water, which diffolving thm
mucus in which the worms are mvalved loofens the
adhefion to the inteftines.
7. The fecond indication is performed by tonics, pars-
ticularly thofe of the altringent kind, as fuited to o )~
viate that relaxation of the prime vie, the conftant at-
tendant of this difeafe.

II. Cancer. (Sarcoma.) i1

1. CancEr is a depafcent or fpreading fore, preced--
ed by a hard or fchirrous fwelling of the part, attend=
ed with pain, and, for the moft part, a thin feetid difs
charge. ™

2. Though liable to attack every part of the bodyyy
under certain circumftances, this difeafe is mofily cu_
fined to the conglomerate glands. It begins with &
fmall fwelling like a pea, without difcolouration, anc .
without pain. This gradually increafes in fize, and in
a proportional hardnefs. The neighbouring parts bess
come affected by it, and feel painful and uneafy ; the
blood-veflels become enlarged and varicofe, and its fize
and mdurated nature proving a ftimulus to the adjas

3. l'he feeling communicated by fchirrus, in its pro- 4
grels. is frequcnt lancelating pain darting through the:
part, uncommon heat and itchinefs, as if the part wer
expofed to fire, and a fenfe of punture, as if need

were run nto it,
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when examined, very powerful menftrua to foften am
deftroy the enamel. |

They are much more eafily applied than the pow
ders, are very quick in producing their effe&, and ax
therefore too often preferred. But in proportion to thhi
quicknefs of their operation are their bad effeéts prodiy
ced ; and the flower any effeét is produced on the eng
mel, the fafer is the aétion of the remedy.

11 All tintures then for the teeth, are cumpnfe:l
of mineral acids, diluted and concealed under varmm
artifices ; and that this is the cafe is clear,

1/, Trom their four aftringent tafte, conveying tt
the teeth a peculiar rough fenfation.

2d, Irom their effervefcence on the addition of aa
alkali; and,

3d, Fyom the known effefts of mineral acids on
the teeth, when fubmitted to their operation by way cul
experiment.

12. I'rom experiments made on this fubje& it afp
pears, that a mineral acid is the only menftruum b
which the enamel of the teeth can be fpeedily cleaned!
and that, though all acids are powerful folvents of th
teeth, yet that the vitriolic is the only one which h_'_'
alfo the fingular effe® of whitening them. Hence i
becomes neceflarily a principal ingredient in all {ucl
compofitions. Nay it may be obferved, that even'i
its moft diluted ftate, the effe@s of this acid on the ens
mel are the fame; and though feveral attempts h
been made to meliorate its hurtful principle, and']r:_ '
preferve its property on the enamel, it appears Lhi
thofe properties cannot be disjoined, and that fuch att
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:empts are merely a deception of their authors on the
public.
-~ 13. Thus, all acids feem to have a particular tenden.
:y to defltroy the firucture of the teeth, and that ia
proportion to the ftrength of the acid principle they
poflefs.

In the nitrous and muriatic acid the fubftance of the
teeth can be entirely deftroyed in one or two days.
[n the vitriolic, again, this operation is flower, and it
[eems to take place more by afting on the cementing
principle than on the other parts. In the vegetable
acids, though this effect is proportionally weak, yet it
does take place in a confiderable degree, which is evi-
dent from the effects of tartar, and alfo from the fimi-
lar known effeés of fugar, {weetmeats, &c.

In all the countries where much vegetable acid is
nfed, particularly in the Welt Indies, and other fouth-
ern climates, the teeth of the inhabitants are feldom
good. Sugared meats and liquors, again, produce,
while they are in the very mouth, fymptoms of rough-
nefs, tooth edge, and pain ; and the teeth of fuch peo-
ple as ufe them are fufceptible of pain on the flighte(t
impreflions of cold or chewing.

14. To thefe bad effe@ts of fubflances on the teeth
themfelves, may be fubjoined that of others which a&
ipon the gums, and thus, in an indired manner, have
the fame hurtful tendency. The chief of thefe is the
afe of tooth-picks. The gum is fpread clofely between
the teeth, and it is intendad by this clofenefs, that the
teeth fhould {upport each other in their place. What-
ever then widens the interflices between the teeth, muft

i
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tend to deftroy the intention of nature ; and indepesn
dent of this alfo, the frequent ufe of the tooth-pick akf
fords a more convenient ludgement for the food. Im
ftead of the tooth-pick, therefore, a fimall hair-bufhl
like a pencil, fhould be ufed, which will anfwer thm
purpole, and obviate all the inconveniencies that haveg
been mentioned.
1
V. Blindnefs. (Gufta Jerena.) 3
1. GurTa serena confills in a lofs of fight, withoua
any apparent fault of the organ. It depends on am
- affection of the nerves, and is, for the moft part, incurs
able. !
2. It may be attempted, however, in two ways, eil
ther by ftimulating the part itfelf, or the fyftem in ges

neral. i

The firff is done by the ufe of blifters and iffues, ﬂ
ther applied behind the ears, the back part of the heaed
or neck, and continued for a length of time, or by ers
rhines promoting a difcharge from the nofe.

The fecond depends on the ufe of antifpafmodics anﬂ
mercury ; and the direfions for conduéing the laﬂq
may be found under the title of lues venerea.

|
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VI. Deafnefs. (Paracufis.)

-
- -
_—

1

. Dearness is generally an organic affeétion, andd
admlts, in that cafe, of little alleviationj but tewe fm
:ies of it may be mentioned that require to be dt&lﬂi
ruithed, as frequently admitting a cure. {
The fir/t depends on the fecretion of the ear beings
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eafes, may be referred to low diet, moilt damp fituation,
and want of cleanlinefs.

3. lts cure is completed by ftimulating the extreme
veflels of the furface ; and this is effeGed either by mer-
cury, or the vitriolic acid, and they are both employ-
ed moft fuccefsfully in the form of liniment; folutions
alfo of green and white vitriol are recommended. Where
the difeale is inveterate, internal remedies of the fame
kind are employed. as the Plummer’s pill, corrofive
folution, vitriolic acid julap, &c.

4. Its recurrence is prevented by continuing them,
fo as to keep open a proper excretion, by the fkin ; and,
previous to any cure, the warm bath fhould be em-
ployed.

A fpecies of this difeafe termed the lerpes rapicns,
deferves to be confidered.

It begins with a pimple often in the face. and fome-
times in other parts of the body. The puftule is yel-
Iow, and fimilar to a venereal one; it is generally,
however, without any other venereal {ymptom ; but it
yields to fome mild alterative preparation of mercury,
as the Plummer’s pill, &c.

2. Jich. (Pfora.)

1. Tue itch confifts of fmall itchy puftules or fores,
pf'a contagious nature, chiefly affe¢ting the hands and
joints, but in time {preading over (he reft of the body ;
and they are filled with a ferous fluid which flows out
on preflure, and is fucceeded by a fecurfy crut Where
the puftules are large, and attended with ccuﬁd.rable
inflammation, they pafs into boils,

T 3
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2. This difeafe arifes from a peculiar contagion, ges
nerated by the fame caufes producing other cutaneous
eruptions, and particularly affe®ing a cold mountainn
ous fituation ; and, what is peculiar to it is, that hows
eéver great its irritation, the general ftate of the {yftemn
is never affe&ed by it, nor the health of the patient inn
jured, though continuing for life.

3. Inthe cure of this difeafe, fulphur is confidered aas
a certain fpecific, and does beft when applied in un&iomn
Where the fulphur is difliked, the vitriolic acid haa
been found effetual ; and where thefe have failed, 4
folution of arfenic, of corrofive fublimate, and of whity
hellebore, have been had recourfe to with fuccefs.

3. Scald Head. (Tinea.)

1. TineA confifts in a fcabby eruption of the fkin ool
the head, or hairy fcalp, arifing from an obltruéion te
its excretion, which confined, generates a peculiar aa
crid matter, eroding the tkin of the head, and aftert
wards fpreading its actimony to the adjacent parts. |

2. Its cure proceeds on the fame principle with r.hﬁll
of the two former difeafes, by ftimulating the veflels od
the head till their obftruction is removed, and theed
proper difcharge reftored ; and, previous to this thé
hairy fcalp fhould be carefully fhaved, then coveree|
with a liniment made of fulphur, or of pitch, or 04
mercury, according to the choice of the praditions
er, and that in a proportion fuited to the particuy
lar circumftances of the cafe, while fimilar remedies
may be given internally ; and to halten the cure, thé



LOCAL DISEASES. 223

courfe of the fluids may, in the mean time, b2 in part
diverted from the head, by means of blifters, iflues, &¢.

4. Pimples. (Vari.)

1. Pimeres, confilting of plegmonous inflammation
of the febaceous glands, are very apt to arife in the
young and flrong. They are often produced by drink-
ing, or the ufe of tonic medicines, and efpecially affe&
the face and brealt, where, from the confinement of the
febaceous matter in the glands, this inflammation ap-
pears. They often go off naturally as life advances,
or continue without any other difadvantage than oc-
cafional pain from them.

2. They are removed by the ufe of laxatives in the
young ; but when becoming habitual, it is more diffi-
cult, and perhaps fhould not be attempted.

It may be done, however, by dilute folutions of cau=
ftic alkali, or fome of the applications of lead.

2

An eruption, attended with rednefs and forenefs of
the fkin, forming large {pot: on the face and neck,
is apt to attack relaxed female habits, where much
weaknefs prevails. [t is the mark of a conftitutional
debility, and is only to be removed by tonics, as the
bark, bitters, exercife, &c. Sedative applications will,
however, in the mean time remove it, till thefe have
effect, but cannot be trufted to alone.

6.

To thefe fymptoms may be added the eflorefcences,
which are apt to appear from the ufe of certain alimen-
tary matters in particular habits, Thus, various












REMARKS ON CONTAGION.

ROM the foregoing Table, it appears that the
F greater number of difeafes, particularly thofe of
an acute nature, are contagious, or communicate their
effects from one perfon to another.

1. By contagion is underftood, a matter which ap-
plied to the body, produces certain fpecific morbid ef-
fets, though, liable to be varied fomewhat by occa-
fional circumftances, in the conftitution or habit of the
perfon attacked.

2. The nature of contagion is various; it for the
moft part attacks particular parts of the body in pre-
ference to others, and is alfo peculiar in often affecting
one clafs of animals, and not another.

3. The analyfis or detecion of the particular nature
of contagion has, and ever will, elude the moft labour-
ed attempts of experiment ; but, though unacquainted
with its nature ; the mode, extent, and durability of
its altion on the animal {yftem, we are enabled to pur-
fue with fome certainty.

4. With refpe@ to the mode of its aétion, contagion
is found always to a& in one of two Rates, either in a
volatile or fluid form ; in the former it is for the molt
part diffufed in the atmofphere, in the Zatter it is gene-
rally involved in an animal fluid.

5. All poifons conveyed in a volatile form, are moft
active, being applied immediately through the medium
of the atmofphere, to thofe parts of the body effential
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body through the medium of its furface, and muft pa
therefore through the more external parts, by whicl!
their action 1s weakened before arriving at the princii
pal organs. The proof of this is evinced in the prﬂceif&
of inoculation, &c.

6. There are three ways in which all cﬂntagiun it
conveyed.

The firfl is by the atmofphere; and in order th
contagion ac where diffufed here, it is neceflary tha:
the atmofphere, impregnated with it, poffe(s at t
{fame time a certain vitiated ftate, or be loaded withl
impurities. Hence a free or pure air is one of the mob!
powerful means of weakening the effeéts of contagions
and it is only when pent up, that it becomes the prece
per medium for rendering contagion aéive. As ;
proof of this, there are feveral inftances, in medical hifif
tory, where of a number labouring under the {fame cons
tagious difeafe, part being confined in a clofe fituation
all died, while part, who were expofed to a free air,
recovered.

The fecond way in which contagion is conveyed, il
by contaét ; this is perhaps the molt frequent, and the
effe@s of it, as appearing under different forms an
difeafes, have been already defcribed.

The third way in which contagion is communicatet
is by fomites, or different fubftances containing it. A
contagion arifing from this fource, has been fuppofee
by fome phyficians, more aive than when communis
cated in any other way ; and is particularly apt to ads
here to fubftances of a folid form.

7. With regard to the extent of its adtion, we may|

to life ; thofe again in a fluid ftate, can only enter d';:'ua
I




























































































































































































































































































































































































































