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iv PR BV -ACCE,

finding too many obftacles to a proper ex-
amination of the interior parts of the country,
and too little afliftance in learning Arabic,
I determined to proceed into Syria. The
more tranquil ftate of that province
correfponded better with my intentions.
Eight months refidence among the Drufes,
in an Arabian convent, rendered theArabic
familiar to me, and enabled me to travel
through all Syria during a whole year. On
my return to France, after an abfence of
near three years, imagining my refearches
might prove of fome utility, I refolved to
publith a few obfervations on the prefent
ftate of Syria and Egypt ; and I was con-
firmed in this refolution by the difficulty
attending travelling in thofe countries, which
have, therefore, but feldom been vifited, and
are but imperfetly known. Travellers, in
general, have direted their refearches more
to examine their antiquities, than their pre-
fent fituation ; and almott all, haftily pafling
through them, have been deficient in the
two principal means of acquiring knowledge,
time, and the language of the country.
Without pofitfling the language, it is impof-

fible




































2 TRAVELS 1IN

formed, is compelled to collect and compoie
new ideas; and, in this operation, ill direéted,
and hatftily executed, it is difficult not to con-
found the traits, and disfigure the forms.
Ought we then to be aftonithed, if, on be-
holding the models themfelves, we are unable
to difcover any refemblance between the ori-
ginals and the copies, and if every imprefiion
bears the character of novelty ?

Such is the fituation of a ftranger who
arrives, by fea, in Turkey. In vain has he
read hiftories and travels; in vain has he,
from their defcriptions, endeavoured to re-
prefent to himfelf the afpect of the countries,
the appearance of the cities, the drefles, and
manners of the inhabitants: he is new to all
thefe objeéts, and dazzled with their variety:
every idea he has formed to himfelf vanifhes,
and he remains abforbed in furprize and afto-
nifhment.

No place is more proper to produce this
effe, and prove the truth of this remark, than
“Alexandria in Egypt. The name of this
city, which recalls to memory the genius of
one of the moft wonderful of men; the name
of the country, which reminds us of fo many

great events; the piGurefque appearance of
the
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the place itfelf; the fpreading palm-trees;
the terraced houfes, which feem to have no
roof; the lofty flender minarets, every thing
announces to the traveller that he is in ano-
ther world; a variety of novel objeés pre-
fent themfelves to every fenfe; he hears a
language whofe barbarous founds, and fharp
and guttural accents, offend his ear; he fees
drefles of the moft unufual and whimfical
kind, and figures of the ftrangeft appearance.
Inftead of our naked faces, our heads fwelled
‘out with hair, our triangular head-drefles,
and our fhort, and clofe habits, he views, with
aftonithment, tanned vifages, with beards and
muftachios, bundles of ftuff rolled up in folds
on their bald heads; long garments, which,
reaching from the neck to the heels, ferve
rather to veil than clothe the body, pipes of
fix feet long, with which every one is provided,
hideous camels, which carry water in leathern
pouches, and faddled and bridled affes, which
lightly trip along with their riders, in flippers;
he obferves their markets ill fupplied with
dates, and round flat little loaves; a filthy
- drove of half ftarved dogs roaming through
the ftreets, and a kind of wandering phan-
toms, which, under a fingle piece of drapery,

Be difcover
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difcover nothing human, but two eyes, which
{hew that they are women. Amid this croud
of unufual objects, his mind is incapable of
reflexion; nor is it until he has reached his
place of refidence, fo defireable on landing
after 2 long voyage, that, becoming more calm,
he refle@s on the narrow, ill paved ftreets,
the low houfes, which, though not calculated
to admit much light, are ftill more obfcured
by lattice work, the meagre and fwarthy in-
habitants, who walk bare-footed, without
other clothing than a blue fhirt faftened with
a leathern girdle, or a red handkerchief, while
the univerfal air of mifery, fo manifeft in all
he meets, and the myftery which reigns
around their houfes, point out to him the
rapacity of oppreflion, and the diftruft atten-
dant upon flavery. But his whole attention
is {oon attracted by thofe vaft ruins which ap-
pear on the land fide of the city. In our
countries, ruins are an obje of curiofity:
Scarcely can we difcover, in unfrequented
places, fome ancient caftle, whofe decay an-
nounces rather the defertion of its mafter,
than the wretchednefs of the neighbourhood.
In Alexandria, on the contrary, we no fooner
leave the New Town, than we are aftonithed

at


















10 TRAVELS IN

and its beauties appear ftill more charming
by its contraft with Alexandria, and the fea
we have juft left; and from hence to Cairo,
every object tends to increafe the effet.

As we afcend the river we begin to acquire
fome general idea of the foil, the climate,
and productions of this celebrated country.
Nothing more refembles its appearance than
the marfhes of the lower Loire, or the plains
of Flanders; inftead however of the numerous
trees and country houfes of the latter, we muft
*imagine fome thin woods of palms and fyca-
mores, and a few villages of mud-walled
cottages, built on artificial mounds. Al this
part of Egypt is {o level, and fo low, that we
are not three leagues from the coaft when
we firft difcover the palm-trees, and the
fands on which they grow; from thence as
we proceed up the river, the declivity is fo
gentle, that the water does not flow fafter
than a league an hour.  As for the profpe& of
the country, it offers little variety; nothing is
to be feen but palm-trees, fingle, or in
clumps, which become more rare in propor-
tion as you advance: wretched villages com-
pofed of mud-walled huts, and a bound-

lefs plain, which at different feafons is an
ocean


































































32 TRAVELS IN

a barren defert, far diftant from any water?
‘And how improbable is fuch an hypothefis!
Can we literally believe in théfe immenfe
works of Menes, who is fuppofed to have
founded a city which is mentioned as exifting
before his time; who is imagined to have
dug canals and lakes, thrown bridges over
rivers, and erected palaces, towers and tem-
ples; and all this in the earlieft age of the
nation, and the infancy of all the arts? Is
not this Menes himfelf an hiftorical chie
mara, and are not all the relations of the
priefts, concerning this remote antiquity,
wholly mythological ? I am inclined to think,
therefore, that the turning the courfe of the
Nile, by Menes, was no more than a diver-
fion of fome fmaller branch, to increafe the
inundation of the Deltz; and this conjeéture
feems the more probable, fince, notwith-
ftanding the teftimony of Herodotus, this
part of the valley, feen from the Pyramids,
prefents nothing which could have been an
obftru&ion to the courfe of the river. Be-
fides, I cannot but think that M. Savary
prefumes too much, when he makes the
great channel, called babr bela ma, or river
without water, terminate at tise mound

before-
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what is procured by artificial means, as €x=
penfive as infufficient (Z).

It now remains for us to explain the dif-
ficulty of the eight cubits in the time of Mce-
ris; and I cannot help thinking this arifes
from caufes of the fame nature. It appears
that, fubfequent to this Prince, an alteration
took place in the meafures of the country,
and one cubit was made into two. This
conjecture is the more probable fince, in the
time of Mceris, Egypt was not united into
one kingdom ; there were at leaft three be-
tween Afouan and the fea, Sefoftris, who
was pofterior to Mceris, conquered and united
them. But, after this Prince, they were again
divided ; and this divifion fubfifted till the
reign of Plammeticus. Such a change in the
meafures of Egypt accords perfectly with the
charaéter of Sefoftris, who effected a general
revolution in the government, eftablithed new
laws, and a new adminiftration, raifed mounds

(%) In the Jower Delta, the country is watered by the
means of fingle wheels, becaufe the water is on a level
with the land ; but in the upper Delta, it is neceflary to
apply chain-buckets to the wheels, or raife the water by
moveable pumps. There is a great number on the road
from Rofetta to Cairo, and it is fufficiently evident this
laborious method produces no great effeét,

and
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branches, it neceffarily lofes in depth what it
acquires in furface. -

The reader will conclude, doubtlefs, from
what I have faid, that writers have flattered
themfelves too much in f{uppofing they could
fix the precife limits of the enlargement and
rife of the Delta. But, though I would reject
all illufory circumftances, I am far from de-
nying the faét to be well founded ; it is too
plain from reafon, and an examination of the
country. The rife of the ground appears to me
demonftrated by an obfervation on which little
ftrefs has been laid. In going from Rofetta
to Cairo, when the waters are low, as in the
month of March, we may remark, as we go
up the river, that the fhore rifes gradually
above the water ; fo that, if it overflowed two
feet at Rofetta, it overflows from three to
four at Faoua, and upwards of twelve at Cai-
rn"(m). Now, by reafoning from this fa&,
we may deduce the proof of ‘an increafe by
fediment ; for the layer of mud being in pro-
portion to the thicknefs of the fheets of

(m) 1t would be curious to afcertain in what propor-
tion it continues up to Afouan. Some Copts whom I
have interrogated on the fubjec, aflured me that it was
much higher through all the Said than at Cairo,

water
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light earth, they carry away large quantities
with the greateft facility. The Nile meeting
with fuch a kind of earth, in Abyffinia, and
the interior parts of Africa, its waters are
loaded, and its bed filled with it; nay, itis
frequently fo embarraffed with this fediment,
as to be firaigthened in its courfe. But,
when the inundation reftores to it its natural
energy, it drives the mud that has accumus
Iated towards the fea, at the {fame time that
it brings down more for the enfuing feafon ;
and this, arrived at its mouth, heaps up, and
forms fhoals, where the declivity does not
allow fufficient a&ion to the current, and
where the fea produces an equilibrium of
refiftance. The ftagnation, which follows,
occafions the groffer particles, which till
then had floated, to fink, and this takes
place more particularly in thofe places where
there is leaft motion, as toward the fhores,
till the fides become gradually enriched by
the {poils of the upper country, and of the
Delta itfelf ; for, if the Nile takes from Abyf-
{inia, to give to the Thebais, it likewife takes
from the Thebais to give to the Delta, and from
the Delta to carry to the fea. Wherever
its waters have a current, it defpoils the fame

territory
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From this mechanifm of the river, it fur=
ther refults that the principal encroachment
muft be formed in the line of the moft con-
fiderable mouths, and of the ftrongeft cur-
rent ; and the afpe&t of the country is con=
formable with this theory. If we cail our
eye on the map, we fhall perceive that the
projection of the lands is chiefly in the direc-
tion of the branches of Rofetta and Damietta.
The lateral and intermediate country con=-
tinues to be lakes and moraflfes unfeparated,
between the Continent and the fea, becaufe
the {fmall canals, which terminate there, have
been able to produce only an imperfect accu=
mulation ; for this mud and fediment caufe a
very flow rife: nor would this indeed ever
{uffice to elevate them above the water, with=
out the addition of a more powerful agent,
which is the fea, that perpetually raifes the
level of the low banks above its own waters,
For the waves, beating on the fhore, repel
the fand and mud which they meet; their
dafhing afterwards accumulates that flender
bank, and gives it an elevation which it never
would have attained in ftill waters. The
truth of this is manifeft to every perfon who
walks on the edge of the fea, on a low and
changing fhore ; but the {ea muft have no

current
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fons of the year. Egypt and Syria prefent, in
this refpe@, a regularity worthy of attention.

In Egypt, when the fun approaches the
tropic of Cancer, the winds, which before
blew from the eaft, change to the north, and
become conftant in that point. In June they
always blow from the north and north-weit ;
this, therefore, is the proper feafon for going
up the Levant, and a veffel may expect to an=-
chor in Cyprus, or at Alexandria, the four-
teenth, nay, fometimes the eleventh day, af-
ter her departure from Marfeilles. The
winds continue northerly in July, but vary
fometimes toward the weft, and fometimes
toward the eaft. About the end of July,
during all the month of Auguft, and half of
September, theyremain conftantlyin the north,
and are moderate ; brifker in the day, however,
and weaker at night. At this period an uni-
verfal calm reigns on the Mediterranean, fo
that thips would be feventy or eighty days in
returning to France.

Towards the end of September, when the
fun repaffes the line, the winds return to the
eaft; and, though not fixed, blow more re-
gularly from that than any other point,

except the north. Veflels avail themfelves
of
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nith the means of folving the enigma. We
find, on examination, that thefe winds always
proceed from defert continents ; and, in fact,
it is natural that the air which covers the
immenf(e plains of Lybia and Arabiz, meet-
ing there neither with rivulets, nor lakes,
nor forefts, but fcorched by the rays of a
burning fun, and the reflection of the fand,
fhould acquire a prodigious degree of heat
and aridity ; and if any caufe intervenes to fet
it in motion, it cannot but carry with it the
deftructive qualities it has imbibed ; it is fo
true that thefe qualities are owing to the
action of the fun upon the fands that thefe
fame winds produce not the fame effets at
every feafon. In Egypt, for example, I am
affured, that the foutherly winds in Decem-
ber and January are as cold as thofe from the
north ; and the reafon of this is, that the fun,
having reached the fouthern tropic, no longer
burns up the northern parts of Africa, and that
Abyflinia, which is extremely mountainous, is
covered with fnow. The fun muft approach
the equator to produce thefe phznomena.
From a fimilar reafon, the fouth wind has
much lefs effect in Cyprus, where it arrives
cooled by the vapours of the Mediterranean,

That
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falt-petre. The wall of the Jefuits garden, at
Cairo, built with earth and bricks, is every
where covered with a cruft of this natrum, as
thick as a crown-piece ; and when this gar-
den has been overflowed by the waters of the
Kalidj, the ground, after they have drained off,
appears {parkling on every fide with white
cryftals, which certainly were not brought
thither by the water, fince it fhows no fign
of falt, either to the tafte, or in diftillation.

It is no doubt, this property of the air, and
the earth, which, added to the heat, gives ve-
getation an activity almoft incredible in our
cold climates, Wherever plants have water,
the rapidity of their growth is prodigious.
Whoever has travelled to Cairo, or Rofetta,
knows, that the {pecies of gourd called kara,
will, in twenty-~four hours,fend out thoots near
four inches long ; but it is worthy obfervation,
that this foil appears extremely unfavourable
to all exotics. Foreign plants degenerate there
rapidly : the truth of which remark is proved
by daily experience. Our merchants are
obliged every year to renew their feeds, and
to fend to Malta for their caulifiowers, beet-
root, carrots, and falfify : thefe, when jown,
fucceed at firft very well ; but if you again

F 4 fow
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the enigma: when I faw its features precife-
ly thofe of a negro, I recollected the re-
markable paffage of Herodotus, in which he
fays, ¢« For my part, I believe the Colchi to be
““ a colony of Egyptians, becaufe, like them,
‘¢ they have black fking and frizzled hairfe ) :”
that is, that the ancient Egyptians were real
negroes, of the fame fpecies with all the na-
tives of Africa; and though, as might be ex-
pected, after mixing for fo many ages with the
Greeks and Romans, they have loft the in-
tenfity of their firft colour, yet they ftill re-
tain ftrong marks of their original confor-
mation.

This obfervation may be ftill farther ex-
tended, and it may be laid down as a general
principle, that the features are a kind of
monument capable, in many cafes, of elucidat-~
ing and afcertaining the teftimony of hiftory,
concerning the origin of nations. Among
us, a lapfe of nine hundred years has not been
able to efface thofe diferiminating marks
which diftinguithed the inhabitants of Gaul
from thofe Northern invaders, who, under
Charles the Grofs, fettled themfclves in our

(¢) Marayxzos e x whorgixes, Lib. IL p. 150,
You; 1. G richeft
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richeft provinces. Travellers who go from
Normandy to Denmark, obferve, with afto-
nithment, the extreme refemblanceof the in-
habitants of thofe two countries, which fill
{ubfifts, notwithftanding the diftance of times
and places. The fame remark may be made
with refpe to Franconia and Burgundy ;
and throughout England, France, and every
other country, the fame proofs of emigration
are found in the features of the inhabitants.
Do not the Jews, in whatever part of the
world they refide, carry with them diftin=
guithing marks never to be effaced ? In thofe
ftates where the nobility have defcended from
a foreign people, introduced by conqueft, if
thofe nobles contra@ no alliance with the
natives, they will always remain diftin& in
their features and perfons. The Calmuc
race is, on this account, extremely diftinguifh-
able in India; and were we attentively to
examine the various nations of Europe, and
the North of Afia, we might poflibly dif-
cover many refemblances which have been
long fince forgotten.

But to return to Egypt : this hiftorical fact
affords to philofophy an interefting fubje& of
refletion. How are we aftonithed when we

behold
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cally examined, have a fenfible analogy with
the diale@s of the ancient neighbouring na-
tions, fuch as the Arabs, Ethiopians, Syrians,
and even thofe who lived on the banks of the
Euphrates ; nor can it be doubted but all
thefe languages are derived from one com-
mon ftock. For upwards of three centuries,
that of the Copts has fallen into difufe. The
Arabs, difdaining the language of the nations
they fubdued, impofed on them, together
with their yoke, the neceffity of learning that
of their conquerors. This obligation became
even a law, when, about the end of the firft
century of the Hejira, the Caliph Waled L.
prohibited the Greek tongue throughout his
whole empire. From hat time the Arabic be-
came univerfal ; and the other languages, con=
fined to books, fubfifted only for the learned,
whonegle&ed them. Such has been the fate of
the Coptic ; the priefts and monks no longer
underftand it, in their fcriptures and books of
devotion, in which alone it exifts; and in
Egypt, asin Syria, every one, whether Maho-
metan or Chriftian, {peaks Arabic, nor is any
other language underftood.

Some obftrvations, important to geography
and hiftory, here prefent themfelves. Tra-

vellers,
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vellers, in treating of the countries they have
‘feen, are accuftomed, and frequently find it
abfolutely neceflfary, to employ fome words
of the language; as in giving the proper
‘names of nations, men, cities, rivers, and
natural productions peculiar to the country;
but hence has arifen this inconvenience, that
by conveying the words of one language in
the characters of another, they have fo dif-
figured them, as to render them difficult to
be known. This has happened particularly
with refpect to the countries of which I treat ;
and, in books of hiftory and geography, the
confequence has been an inexplicable, and
incredible confufion. Any Arab, who fhould
learn French, would not recognize in our
maps ten words of his own language, and,
when we ourfelves have learnt Arabic, we
experience the fame inconvenience. The
caufes of this are various.

Firft, the ignorance of travellers, in general,
of the Arabic language, and efpecially of the
pronunciation ; which ignorance occafions
their ear, unaccuftomed to foreign founds,
to make a vicious comparifon of them with
thofe of their own language (/).

(f) This is true even of the learned Pococke, who,
notwithftanding his great knowledge of oriental books,

G 3 could
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made great ufe of Englith memoirs, writes
Sbdm for Chdm, Syria ; wadi for ouadi, a val-
ley; and a thoufand other examples.

This, as I have faid, has introduced a great
confufion into .orthography ; and, if it be not
remedied, we fhall find the fame uncertainty
in modern writers we {o juftly complain of in
the ancients, who, by their ignorance of the
barbarous languages, and by their rage for
accommodating the founds of them to the
tafte of the Greeks and Romans, have
deftroyed all traces of the original names,
and deprived us of an invaluable mean of
difcovering the ancient ftate of things in
that now fubfiting. Our language is fubjeét
to the fame delicacy ; it dishgures every
thing, and our ear rejeéts, as barbarous, what-
ever it is not accullomed to. It is ufelefs, no
doubt, to introduce new charafters; but it
might not be amifs to approach, as near as pof-
fible, the found of thofe we would exprefs, and
reprefent them by thofe of our letters which
are beft adapted, adding to them fome certain
marks (7). Were this done by every na-

tion,

(1) When the French travellers, who are making the

tour of the world, retuin, we thall, no doubt, fee no finall
cofi-
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tion, there would be but one nomenclature,
and this would be a firft ftep towards an in-
vention, which every day becomes more
wanted, and more ealy, a general alphabet,
adapted to all languages, or at leaft to thofe of
Europe. In the courfe of this work I fhall
make as little ufe as poffible of Arabic words ;
but when I fhall be under that nec&iﬁt}r, let
not the reader be furprifed, if I frequently de-
part from the orthography of the generality of
travellers. To judge from what they have
written, we fhould be induced to think, that
not one of them has known the true pronun-
ciation of the Arabic alphabet, or underftood
how to convey the founds of that language
in our characters. But I return to my fub-
ject.

A third race of inhabitants in Egypt are the
Turks, whe are the malflers of the country,
or at leaft poffefs that title. The name of

confufion produced in their narratives, by the variations
of the Englith and French orthography. (Thiscenfufion
is already fufficiently examplified in the different ac
counts of the fame voyages, publithed refpeétively by
Hawkelworth, Parkinfon, Cook, Forfter, &c. and by the
different modes of writing the fame words, by the officers,
and others, in the different fhips, T.)

Turk
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having taken a body of Turkmen for his
guards, faw himfelf compelled to quit Bagdad
on account of their diforders; and, after his
time, their power and infolence encreafed to
fuch a degree, that they became the difpofers
of the throne and life of their Princes, and
murdered three of them in lefs than thirty
years. The Caliphs, when freed from this
firt bondage, did not profit by their experi-
ence; for, about the year ¢35, Radi B'el-
lah (m) having again refigned his authority
to a Turkman, his fucceflors were en-
tangled in their former chains, and guarded
by the Emirs-el-omara; poffeffed only the
fhadow of power. Amid the diforders of
this anarchy, a multitude of Turkmen hordes
penetrated into the empire, and founded dif-
ferent independent ftates, in the Kerman, and
the Korafan; at Iconium, Aleppo, Damafcus,
and in Egypt.

"Till then, the prefent Turks, diftinguith-
ed by the name of Ogouzians, had remained
to the eaft of the Cafpian, and toward the
Djihoun ; but, about the beginning of the
thirteenth century, Djenkiz-kan having unit=

(m) IWho delights in God,
ed
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ed all the tribes of Upper Tartary againft the
Princes of Balk and Samarcand, the Ogou-
zians did not think proper to wait for the
Mogols, but began their march under their
Chief Soliman, and, driving their herds before
them, encamped (in 1214) in the Aderbedjin,
to the number of fifty thoufand horfemen.
The Mogols followed them, and pufhed them
ftill farther to the weft, into Armenia. Soli-
man being drowned (in 1220), in endeavour=-
ing to pafs the Euphrates on horfeback, Er-
togrul, his fon took the command of the
hordes, and advanced into the plains of Afia
Minor, to which he was allured by the abun-
dant pafturage they afforded for his cattle.
The good condué of this chief procured him,
in thefe countries, a power and refpect
which made his alliance fought after by other
Princes. = Among thefe was the Turkman
Ala-el-din, Sultan of Iconium. Ala-el-din,
finding himfelf old, and haraffed by the Tar-
tars of Djenkiz-kan, granted lands to the
Turks under Ertogrul, and even made their
Chief general of all his troops. Ertogrul
proved himfelf deferving the confidence of the
Sultan, vanquifhed the Mogols, acquired ftill
greater power and reputation, and tran{mitted

his
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his honours to his fon Ofman, who received
from Ala-el-din, fucceflor of the former of
that name, the Kofetan, drum, and horfe-tails,
which are {ymbols of command among all
the Tartars, This Ofman, to diftinguith the
T urks,his followers,from the others, gave them
the name of Ofmanies, from which we have
made Offomans (n); which new name foon
became formidable to the Greeks of Conftan-
tinople, from whom Ofman conquered a fuf-
ficient extent of territory to found a powerful
kingdom. He foon beftowed on it that title,
by affuming, in 1300, the dignity of Sul/tan,
which fignifies abfolute fovereign.

No one is ignorant in what manner his
fuccefiors, the heirs of his ambition and acti-
vity, continued to aggrandize themfelves at
the expence of the Greeks; till, continually
depriving them of whole provinces in Europe
and Afia, they at length fhut them up with-
in the walls of Conftantinople; and Maho-
met II. fon of Amurath, having taken that
city in 1453, annihilated this branch of the

() This change of thes to the ¢, arifes from the
original letter being the Englifh' #h, which foreigners
exprefs fometimes by ¢, fometimes by ..

Roman
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try ; but they are not fettled much among
the villages. We rarely meet with any indi-
viduals of that nation, except at Cairo; there
they exercife the arts, and occupy the religi-
ous and military employments. Formerly
they alfo were advanced to pofts under go-
vernment, but within the laft thirty years, a
tacit revolution has taken place, which, with-
out taking from them the title, has deprived
them of the reality of power.

This revolution has been effeted by a
fourth and laft race, of which it ncw remains
for us to {peak. The individuals of it, all
born at the foot of Mount Caucafus, are dif-
tinguithed from the other inhabitants by the
flaxen colour of their hair, which is entirely
different from that of the natives of Egypt.
Thefe were found there by the Crufaders in
the thirteenth century, and called by them
Mamelus, or, more corretly, Mamlouks,
After remaining almoft annihilated for two
hundred and thirty years, under the govern-
ment of the Ottomans, they have found
means to regain their confequence. The
hiftory of this clafs of foldiers, the events
which firft brought them into Egypt, the

manner
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his ftation. He who occupied it in 1762,
was Abd-el-Rahman, of little confequence
himfelf, but fupported by feveral confederate
houfes. Ali was then Shaik-el-Beled, and
feized the moment when Abd-el-Rahman
was conducting the caravan of Mecca to get
him exiled ; but he himfelf had his turn, and
was condemned to retire to Gaza. Gaza,
dependent on a Turkith Pacha, was neither fo
agreeable nor fo fecure a relidence as to tempt
him to make it his abode ; he therefore only
made a feint of taking that route, and, on the
third day, turned towards the Said, where he
was joined by his partizans,

He refided two years at Djirdja, where he
matured his plans for obtaining and fecuring
that power to which he fo ardently afpired.
The friends his money had gained him at
Cairo having at length procured his recall, in
1766, he appeared fuddenly in that city, and,
in one night, {lew four Beys, who were his
enemies, exiled four others, and became, from
that time, the chief of the moft numerous
party. As he had now poffefled himfelf of
the whole authority, he refolved to employ
it ftill further to promote his ambitious views.
No longer contented with the trivial title of

14 Bey,
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fefled his confidence, was to make Europe
abandon the paffage by the cape of Good
Hope, by fubitituting the ancient route of the
Mediterranean, and the Red Sea; but the
event has proved that the attempt was too
precipitate, and, that before gold is introduced

‘into a country, laws thould be eftablithed.
Ali, the vanquifher of a petty prince of the
Said, and conqueror of the huts of Mecca,
from this time thought himfelf formed to
command the whole world. His courtiers
told him he was as powerful as the Sultan of
Conftantinople, and he believed his courtiers.
Had he exercifed his reafon, he would have
perceived that Egypt, compared with the reft
of the empire, conftituted only a very incon-
fiderable ftate, and that the feven or eight
thoufand cavalry he commanded were no-
thing when oppofed to a hundred thoufand
Janifaries, whom the Sultan has at his dif-
pofal : but the Mamlouks know nothing of
geography; and Ali, who viewed Egypt
near, found it much larger than Turkey at a
diftance. He determined therefore to com-~
mence his conquefts : Syria, which was in
his neighbourhood, naturally prefented the
firft objet, and every thing was favourable to
his
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fantry. This union effected, and their plan
coucerted, they proceeded towards Damalcus
fome time in the month of April. Ofman
had employed this interval in preparations,
and had, on his fide, collected an army equally
numerous and ill-regulated. The Pachas of
Said, (@) Tripoli, and Aleppo, had joined
him with their forces, and were waiting for
the enemy under the walls of Damafcus.

The reader muft not here figure to him-
felf a number of complicated and artificial
movements, fuch as thofe which, within the
laft century, have reduced war with us to
a f{cience of {yftem and calculation. The
Afiatics are unacquainted with the firft
clements of this condu@.  Their armies
are mobs, their marches ravages, their
campaigns mere inroads, and their battles,
bloody frays; the ftrongeft, or the moft ad-
venturous party goes in fearch of the other,
which not unfrequently flies without offering
refiftance ; if they ftand their ground, they
engage pell-mell, difcharge their carbines,
break their {pears, and hack each other with

|
i

(a) Pronounced Séde, in French; in Englith Said, as
above ; it is the ancient Sidon,

their
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accordingly marched to that place, accom-
panied by Ali. Their combined troops formed
a body of about feven thoufand cavalry,
and, at their approach, the Turks raifed the
fiege, and retired to a place a league to the
northward of the city, on the river Aoula.
There, in July 1772, the moft confiderable and
moft methodical engagement of the whole war
took place. The Turkith army, three times
more numerous than that of the two allies,
was entirely defeated. 'The feven Pachas
who commanded it took to flight, and
Said remained in the poffeflion of Daher, and
his governor Degnizla. |
Ali Bey and Daher, on their return to
Acre, proceeded to chaftife the inhabitants of
Yafa, who had revolted that they might
convert to their ufe the ammunition and
clothing left there by one of Ali’s fleets,
before he was expelled from Cairo. The
city, which was held by a Shaik of Nablous,

{hut its gates, and refolved to ftand the fiege.
This commenced in July, and lafted eight

months, though Yafa had no other rampart
than a mere garden-wall, without a ditch;
but in Syria and Egypt they know ftill lefs
of carrying on a fiege than of engagements
1k
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du@ than more fubftantial motives; let us
not mention his treacheries, his perjuries,
the murders even of his benefattors (7), by
which he acquired, or maintained his power,
the morality of a rude fociety is doubtlefs
lefs rigid than that of a well-regulated flate ;
but, judging ambitious men on their own
principles, we fhall find that Ali Bey either
ill underfloed, or erroneoufly purfued his
plan of greatnefs; and that it was he himfelf
who paved the way for his own ruin. We
are certainly juftified in charging him with
three errors: Firft, that imprudent thirft
after conqueft, which fruitlefsly exhaufted
his revenue, and his forces, and made him
neglet the interior adminiftration of his
own country. Secondly, the premature in«
dolence to which he refigned himfelf, exe-
cuting nothing but by his lieutenants,
which diminifhed the refpe& entertained for
his perfon by the Mamlouks, and encouraged
the fpirit of revolt. Thirdly, the excefiive
riches he thowered on his favourite, which
procured him the influence he abufed. Sup-
pofing Mohammad virtuous, ought not Ali

(7) Such as Saleh Bey,

to
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rounded by a wall without a rampart, of
twelve or fourteen feet high, and two or three
in thicknefs. The battlements at the top are
the only tokens by which it is diftinguifhable
from a common garden-wall. This wall,
which has no ditch, is environed by gardens,
where lemons, oranges, and citrons, in this
light foil, grow to a moft prodigious fize. Such
was the city Mohammad undertook to be-
fiege. It was defended by five or fix hundred
Safadians, and as many inhabitants, who, at
fight of the enemy, armed themielves with
their fabres and mufkets; they had like-
wife a few brafs cannon, twenty-four poun-
ders, without carriages ; thefe they mounted,
as well as they could, on timbers prepared in
a hurry ; and, fupplying the place of experi-
ence and addrefs by hatred and courage, re-
plied to the fummons of the enemy by me-
naces and mufket-fhot.

Mohammad, finding he muft have recourfe
to force, formed his camp before the town;
but was fo little acquainted with the bufinefs
in which he was engaged that he advanced
within half cannon fhot. The bullets, which
fthowered upon the tents, apprized him of his
error; he retreated, and, by making a frefh

experiment,

|
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charafter of a nation may fo well be efti-
mated.

It is evident, that a wall, only three feet
thick, and without a rampart, muft foon have a
large breach made in it ; and the queftion was,
not how to mount, but how to get through
it. The Mamlovuks were for doing it on
horfeback ; but they were made to compre-
hend that this was impofiible ; and they con-
fented, for the firft time, to march on foot.
It mufl have been a curious fight to fee them,
with their huge breeches of thick Vene-
tian cloth, embarrafled with their tucked-up
beniches, their crooked fabres in hand, and pif-
tols hanging to their fides, advancing, and
tumbling among the ruins of the wall. They
imagined they had conquered every difficulty
when they had furmounted this obftacle;
but the befieged, who formed a better judg-
ment, waited till they arrived at the empty
{pace between the city and the wall; there
they afiailed them from the terraces, and the
windows, of the houfes, with fuch a thower
of bullets, that the Mamlouks did not fo
much as think of fetting them on fire, but
retired, under a perfuafion that the breach was
was utterly impracticable, fince it was impof~

fible



EQYPT AND SXYRIA. ‘15

fible to enter it on horfeback. Morad Bey
brought them {feveral times back to the
charge, but in vain.

Six weeks paffed in this manner, and Mo-
hammad was diftracted with rage, anxiety,
and defpair. The befieged, however, whofe
numbers were diminithed by the repeated at-
tacks, and who did not fee that any fuccours
were to be expected from Acre, became
weary of defending alone the caufe of Daher.
The Muffulmen, efpecially, complained, that
the Chriftians, regarding nothing but their
prayers, were more in their churches than the
field of battle. Some perfons began to treat
with the enemy, and it was propofed to aban-
don the place, on the Egyptians .giving hof-
tages, Conditions were agreed on, and the
treaty might be confidered as concluded,
when, in the midft of the fecurity occafioned
by that belief, fome Mamlouks entered the
city ; numbers followed them, and attempted
to plunder; the inhabitants defended them-
felves, and the attack recommenced: the
whole army then rufhed into the town, which
fuffered all the horrors of war: women and
children, young and old, all were cut to
pieces; and Mohammad, equally mean and

19 barbarous,
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anxiety occafioned by the fiege of Yafa. It may
not be improper to remark, in this place, that
were we to write the memoirs of modern
times, as dictated by the Chriftians of Syria
and Egypt, they would no lefs abound in pro-
digies and apparitions, than the hiftories of
antiquity.

The death of Mohammad was no fooner
known than this whole army made a precipi-
tate retreat, fimilar to that of Damafcus, and
tumuituouily took the road to Egypt. Morad
Bey, who had acquired great credit by the fa-
vour of Mohammad, haftened to regain Cairo,
that he might be enabled todifpute the fupreme
command with Ibrahim Bey. The latter,
alfo a freed-man and favourite of the deceafed,
no fooner learnt the {tate of affairs, than he
took meafures to fecure an authority with

" which he had been entrufted in the abfence of

hispatron.. Every appearance threatened open
war; but the tworivals,when each cameto con=
fider the power and refources of theother, found
- themfelves fo equal, as to make them dread
the iffue of a combat. They determined
therefore on peace, and entered into an agree-
ment, by which the autl_writy was to be di-
vided, on condition that Ibrahim fhould re-
' tain
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tain the title of Shaik-el-Beled : this arrange-
ment was dictated by their common intereft,
Since the death of Ali Bey, the Beys and
the Cachefs, who owed their promotion to
his houfe (2 ), had repined in fecret at fecing
all the authority pafied into the hands of a new
faGtion: the power poflefled by Mohammad,
formerly their equal, had hurt their pride, and
thatof bis flaves appeared to them ftill more
infupportable : they refolved, therefore, to
fhake off this yoke, and entered into intrigues
and cabals, which terminated in a union of
the parties under the title of the Houfe of
Ali Bey. The chiefs were Haflan Bey, for-
merly Governor of Djedda, and {urnamed, on
that account, El-djed-daoui; he had for his
colleague Ifmael, the only remaining Bey of
thofe created by Ibrahim Kiaya. Thefe
confederates conducted their plot fo well that
Morad and Ibrahim were obliged to abandon
Cairo, and retire into the Said, where they
were exiled ; but, being foon reinforced by
the refugees, who joined them, they returned,
and routed their enemies, who were three

(a) That is to fay, of whom he had been the patron :
among the Mamlouks, the freed-man is called the child
of the houfe, ;

times
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times their number. Ifmael and Haffan, ex-
pelled in their turn, fled into the Said, where
- they ftill remain. Morad and Ibrahim, jea-
- Jous of this party, have made feveral efforts
to deflroy it, without fuccefs. They at laft
granted to the rebels a diftrict above Djirdja;
but the Mamlouks, who continually long for
the luxuries of Cairo, having made fome
movements in 1783, Morad Bey thought it
neceffary to make a frefh attempt to extermi-
nate them, and I arrived at the time when he
was making his preparations. His adherents,
difperfed along the Nile, ftopped all the boats
-they met, and, ftaff-in-hand, forced the
wretched proprietors to follow them to Cairo.
~ Every body fled from a- fervice which was to
“produce them no profit. In the city a con-
tribution of five hundred thoufand dahlers (z)
- was impofed upon commerce ; the bakers and
s different tradefmen were compelled to fur-
“nith their commodities below prime coft, and
all thefe extortions, {fo odious in Europe, were
deemed mere matters of courfe in Egypt.
Every thing was ready in the beginning of

(2) Two million, fix hundred and twenty-five thou-
fand livres, (109?3"—,5{,)

April,
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ployed that they have abandoned fo trouble~
fome and unprofitable an undertaking.
Morad, leaving Cairo, led his cavalry, by
forced marches, along the river; his baggage
and ftores followed him in boats; and the
north-wind, which is always moft prevalent,
was favourable to his defigns. 'The exiles, to
the number of five hundred, were pofted
above Djirdja. ‘They no fooner were ap=-
prized of the enemy’s approach than they
became a prey to diflenfion; fome were for
fighting, and others advifed to capitulate ; fe-
veral of them even adopted the latter mea-
fure, and furrendered to Morad Bey: but
Hafian and Ifmael, continuing inflexible, re-
moved up the river towards Afouan, followed
by about two hundred and fifty horfe. Morad
purfued them almoft to the Catara&, where
they took poft fo advantageoufly, on rocky pre=
cipices, that the Mamlouks, utterly ignorant
how to conduct a war of pofts, held it im=-
pofiible to force them. Befides, Morad, dread-
ing left too long an abfence from Cairo
might give encouragement to new projects,
hattened to return thither ; and the exiles, de-
livered from their embarraffment, returned
likewife to their former ftation in the Said.
In
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herents, and retired into the Said. Open
war was expected to be the confequence, but
Ibrahim temporized, and, at the end of four
months, Morad advanced to Djiza, as if to
decide the quarrel by a battle.

For five-and-twenty days the two parties,
feparated by the river, remained oppofite
each other, without attempting any thing.
A treaty was propofed, but Morad, diffatif=
fied with the conditions, and too weak to
dictate others, returned into the Said, whither
he was followed by deputies, who, after four
months negociation, at length fucceeded in
bringing him back to Cairo: the conditions
ftipulated were, that he fhould continue to
fhare the authority with Ibrahim, and that
the five Beys fhould be deprived of their
poffeflions.  Thefe Beys, perceiving they
were given up by Ibrahim, took to flight ;
Morad purfued them, and the Arabs of the
defert, having taken them, he brought them
back to Cairo, that they might be under his
eye. Peace now feemed re-eftablithed ; but
what had pafled between the two chiefs had
too clearly manifefted their refpective views,
to {uffer them to continue friends; and each,
well convinced that his rival was only watch~

ing
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already fuccefsfully pra&ifed at different
times; which is, by making the river itfelf
the medium of communication, for which
the ground is perfetly well calculated ; for
Mount Mokattam fuddenly terminating in the
latitude of Cairo, forms only a low and fe-
micircular mound, round which is a conti-
nued plain from the banks of the Nile, as
far as the point of the Red Sea. The
ancients, who early underftood the advam-
tage to be derived from this fituation,
adopted the idea of joining the two feas
by a canal connefted with the river.
Strabo (lib. 17.) obferves, that this firlt
was executed under Sefoftris, who reign-
ed about the time of the Trojan war (4) ;
and this work was fo confiderable as to occa-
fion it to be remarked ; ‘¢ that it was 2 hun-
< dred cubits, (or a hundred and feventy feet)
« wide and deep enough for large veffels.”
After the Greeks conquered the country, itwas
reftored by the Ptolemies, and again renewed
by Trajan. In fhort, even the Arabs them-

() Thatis, according to certain calculations of mine,
in the time of Solomon. 8ee Mémoire fur la Chrono-
logie Ancienney inlerted in the Fournal des Sgavans, of
January 1782,

felves
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felves followed thefe examples. ¢ In the time
* of Omar ebn-el-Kattab,” fays the hiftorian
El Makin, °¢ the cities of Mecca and Medina-
«¢ fuffering from famine, the Calif ordered
¢« Amrou, Governor of Egypt, to cut a canal
““ from the Nile to Kolzoum, that the con-
¢ tributions of corn and barley, appointed
‘¢ for Arabia, might be conveyed that way.”
This canal is the fame which runs at
prefent to Cairo, and lofes itfelf in the coun-
try to the north-eaft of Berket-el- Hady, ot
the Lake of the Pilgrims. Kolzcum, the
Clyfma of the Greeks, where it terminated,
has been deftroyed for many ages; but the
name and fituation ftill fubfitt in a hillock of
fand, bricks, and ftones, three hundred paces
to the north of Suez, on the border of the
{ea, oppofite the ford which leads to the
{pring of El-Naba. I have been on the
fpot as well as M. Niebuhr, and the Arabs
told me, as they did him, it was called Ko/-
zoum 3 Danville therefore is deceived, when,
copying an error of Ptolemy’s, he places
Clyfma eight leagues to the fouthward, I
am of opinion that he is likewife miftaken,
in fuppofing Suez the Arfinoe of the ancients.
Vg This
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the neceflary provifions, fuch as rice, meat,
wood, and even water ; for no place in the
world is more deftitute of every neceffary
than Suez. /From the tops of the terraces,
the eye, furveying the fandy plain to the
north-weft, the white rocks of Arabia to
the eaft, or the fea, and the mountain Mo-
kattam, to the fouth, cannot difcern even a
fingle tree, or the fmalleft fpot of verdure.
Suez prefents no profpe¢t but extenfive
yellow fands, or a lake of green water ; the
ruinous condition of the houfes heightens this
melancholy fcenery.  The only water which
can- be drunk “is brought fgnm E/<Naba, or
the “/pridg, fituated at the diftance of three
hours journey on the Arabian fhore; but it
4§ fo brackifh, that without a mixture 'of
"rom, it is‘infupportable to Europeans. The
fea might' fornith a quantity of fhell and
+ other fith'; but. the Arabs. feldom attempt
fithing, “‘at '*wﬁich“"thcy' are far from ex-
pert’;* when the veffels are gone, therefore,
noBody remains’ at Suez, but the governor,
who i1s 1 'Mamlouk, and twelve or fourteen
- perforts, “who form his houfehold, and the
“gdtrifon. - ;
**“The fortrefs is'a defencelefs heap of ruins,
which
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which the Arabs confider as a citadel, be-
caufe it contains fix brafs four pounders, and
two Greek gunners, who turn their heads
afide when they fire. The harbour is a
wretched quay, where the {malleft boats are
unable to reach the fhore, except at the high-
eft tides. There, however, the merchandize
is embarked, to convey it over the banks of
{fand, to the veflels which anchor in the
road. This road, fituated a league from
the town, is feparated from it by a. fhore
which is left dry at low water; it has no
works for its defence, fo that the veflels
which I have feen there, to the number of
eight-and-twenty at a time, might be at-
tacked without oppofition; for the thips
themfelves are incapable of refiftance, none
having any other artillery than four rufty
{wivels. Their number diminithes every
year, fince, by continually coafting along a
fhore full of fhoals, one out of nine, at Jeaft,
is fhipwrecked. In 1783, one of them hav-
ing anchored at E/-Tor, to take in water,
‘was furprifed by the Arabs, while the crew
were fleeping on fhore.  After plundering it
of fifteen hundred bags of coffee, they aban-
doned the veflel to the wind, which threw

it
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it upon  the coaft. The dock at Suez is ill
adapted to repair fuch damages; fcarcely do
they build a cayaffe in three years. Befides
that tlve fea, which, from its flux and reflux,
accumulates the fand upon that coaft, will at
laft choak up the entrance, and the fame
change will take place at Suez, which has
already at Kolzoum and Arfinoe. . -
- Were Egypt under the adminitration of a-
wife government, advantage might be then
taken of that accident to build another town-
in the fame roady which might be done on-
a caufewdy of only feven or eight feet in
height, as the tide ufually rifes no more than’
three feetand a half. The canal of the Nile-
would be cleanfed and repaired; and the five
hundred thoufand -livres (near twenty-one’
thoufand pounds), paid annually to the efcort
of the Arabs of Haouatat and” Ayaidi entirely
faved: In fhort, to-avoid the very dangerous bar
of the Bogaz of Refetta, the eanal of Alex-
andria would” be - rendered navigable, from
whence the merchandize might be convey=--
ed immediately to the Porte. But fuch are
not the cares; of the prefent government.
The fmali degree of encouragement it grants
to.commerce is not even founded on rational
motives 3
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weighing from three hundred and feventy to
three hundred and feventy-five pounds, and
cofting, at Moka, forty-five pataques (¢ ), or
two hundred and thirty-fix livres Tournois,
(nine pounds fixteen and eightpence), pays
in babr, or fea duties, one hundred and forty-
feven livres (fix pounds two fhillings and
fix-pence), befides an addition of fixty-nine
livres (two pounds feventeen fhillings and fix-
pence) laid on in 1783 (). So that on
adding the fix per cent. collected at Djedda,

we

(e) This is the name given by the inhabitants of
Provence to the dahler of the empire, after the Arabs,
who call it Rial abeutaka, or Father of the window, on
account of the arms on the reverfe, which, according to
them, refemble a window. 'The dahler is worth fiye
livres five fols (four and four pence half-penny.)

(f) In May 1783, the fleet of Djedda, confifting of
twenty-eight fail, four of which were veflels pierced for
fixty guns, brought near thirty thoufand fardes of coffee,
which, at the rate of 370 pounds the farde, form a
total of cleven millions one hundred thoufand pounds
weight, or one hundred and one thoufand quintals ; but
it muft be obferved, that the demand of that year was
more than a third greater than ufual, Accordingly, we
muft only reckon, on an average, from fixty to feven-
ty thoufand quintals annually, The farde, paying two

hundred
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C H A F.anX¥s

Of the cuffomboufes and impofis.

THE adminiftration of the cuftoms forms,
in Egypt, as in all Turkey, one of the prin-
cipal oftices of government. He who exer-
cifes it is at once the comptroller and farmer=-
general.  All the duties on entry, exports,
and the circulation of commodities, depend on
him. He names all the fubalterns who col-
le@ them. To this he adds the pates, or
exclufive privileges of the hatron of Terane,
the kali of Alexandria, the caffia of the The-
bais, the fenna of Nubia, and, in a2 word,
is the defpot of commerce, which he regu-
lates at his pleafure. His office is never
held for longer than a year. The price
of his contract in 1783, was one thoufand
purfes, which, at the rate of five hundred
piafters the purfe, and fifty fols the piafter,
make twelve hundred and f{ifty thoufand li-
vres, (above fifty-two thoufand pounds.) It
is true we muft include amang the condi-
tions of his farm eventual extortions, or cafual

demands ;
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worthy of their mafters. The ordinary tax
fhould amount to thirty-three piafters for
each feddan; that is to fay, to necar eighty-
three livres (three pounds nine and two-
pence) for every yoke of oxen ; but this is
fometimes carried, by abufe, as far as two
hundred livres, (four pounds fix and fix-
pence.) It is calculated that the whole pro-
- duce of the miri, collected as well in money
as in corn, barley, beans, rice, &c. may
amount to from forty-fix to fifty millions of
¥rance, (about two millions fterling) when
bread fells at one fadda the rotle, thatis, at
five liards (fomething more than a half-penny)
the pound of fourteen ounces.

But to return to the cuftom-houfes ; they
were managed formerly, according to an-
cient cuitom, by the Jews; but Ali Bey hav-
ing completely ruined them in 1769, by an
enormous extortion, they pafled into the hands
of the Chriftians of Syria, with whom they ftill
remain. ‘Thefe Chriftians, who came from
Damafcus to Cairo, about fifty years ago,
confifted at firlt of but about two or three
families ; their profits attracted others, and
their number is now multiplied to near five
hundred.  Their original modefty and ceco-
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are rarely attacked by them ; and the pea-
fants of the Delta, are more {ubjeé to them
than the Bedouin Arabs.

3d. Thefe defluxions happen at no certain
feafon, notwithftanding what is faid by Prof-
per Alpinus. They are an endemial difor-
der, common to every month of the year,
and to every age.

In reafoning from thefe principles, it feems
to me that we cannot admit the foutherly
winds as a principal caufe, fince, in that cafe,
this complaint would be peculiar to the month
of April, and the Bedouins be affected with
it like the peafants ; nor can we afcribe it to
any fubtile duft with which the air is filled,
becaufe the peafants are more expofed to this
than the inhabitants of towns; the cuftom
of {leeping on the terraces has more the ap-
pearance of reality (4) ; but this caufe is nei-
ther confined to this country, nor is it ade-
quate to the effects afcribed to it; for in coun-
tries remote from the fea, as the valley of
Balbek, the Diarbekar, the plains of Hauran,
and the mountains, the inhabitants fleep
alfo on their terraces, and yet their fight is

(}) See De Tott’s Memoirs, part IV, T,

not
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Anadolia, who have long been acquainted
with it (d).

This improper regimen is certainly far
more pernicious than the climate, which 1is
by no means unhealthy (¢). To unwhole-
fome food, efpecially, muft we attribute both
the deformity of the beggars, and the mifer-
able appearance of the children at Cairo,
which are no where to be met with fo mifhapen
and wretched. Their hollow eyes, their
pale and puffed faces, {wollen bellies, meagre
extremities, and yellow fkins, make them
always feem as if they had not long to live.
Their ignorant mothers pretend that this is
the effe& of the evi/ eye of fome envious per-
fon, which has bewitched them; and this
ancient prejudice /) is ftill general in Tur-
key; but the real caufe is the badnefs of
their food. In fpite of the Ta/fimans, there-

(d) They perform the operation by inferting a thread
into the flefh, or by making the patient inhale, or {wal-
low, the powder of dried puftules,

(¢) The Mamlouks are a proof of this, who, from

wholefome diet, and a proper regimen, enjoy the moft
robuft ftate of health,

(f) Nefcio quis teneros oculus mibi fafcinat agnos, Virgil,
fore,
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the fummer, the danger is the greater for
themfelves the following winter, It appears
certain, that it really originates from Con~-
ftantinople, where it is perpetuated by the
abfurd negligence of the Turks : this is car~
ried fo far that they publicly fell the effeéts
of perfons dead of that diforder. The fhips
which go to Alexandria never fail to carry
furs and woollen cloths purchafed on thefe
occafions, which they expofe to fale in the
Bazar of the city, and thereby f{pread the
contagion. The Greeks who carry on this
commerce are almoft always the firft victims.
By degrees the diforder reaches Rofetta, and
at length Cairo, following the ufual road of
the merchandize. Asfoon as it is confirmed,
the European merchants fhut themfelves and
their domeftics up in their Kans, and have
no further external communication with the
city. Their provifions, depofited at the gate
of the Kan, are reccived there by the porter,
who takes.them up with iron tongs, and
plunges them into a barrel of water provided
for this purpofe. If it is neceflary to fpeak
to any one, they always keep at fuch a dif-
tance as to prevent touching with theit
clethes, or breathing on one another; by

thefe
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chains, uniformly terminate in one principal
line which overtops them all ; we may fol-
low this line, without interruption, from its
entry by the north, quite into Arabia. It
firlt runs clofe to the fea, between Alexan-
dretta and the Orontes, and, after opening a
paflage to that river, continues its courfe to
the fouthward, quitting, for a fhort diftance,
the thore, and, in a chain of continued fum-
mits, {tretches as far as the fources of the
Jordan, where it {eparates into two branches,
to enclofe, as it were, in a bafon, this river
and its three lakes, In its courfe, it detaches
from this line, as from a main trunk, an
infinity of ramifications, fome of which lofe
themfelves in the defert, where they form vari-
ous enclofed hollows, {uch as thofe of Damaf-
cus and Hauran, while others advance toward
the fea, where they frequently end in fleep
declivities, as at Carmel, Nakoura, Cape
Blanco, and in almoft the whole country be-
tween Bairout (¢ and Tripoli of Syria; but
in general gently they terminate in plains,
fuch as thofe of Antioch, Tripoli, Tyre, and
Acre.

{e) The ancient Berytus,
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forced by the declivities toward the fouth,
prove that this is the higheft point. ~ Next -
- to Lebanon, the moft elevated part of the
cuuntr)r is Mount Akkar, which becomes
vifible as foon as we leave Marra in the de-
fert. It appears like an enormous flattened
cone, and is conftantly in view for two days
journey. No one has yet had an opportu-
nity to afcertain the height of thefe moun-
tains by the barometer ; but we may deduce
it from another confideration. In winter their
tops are entirely covered with fnow, from
Alexandretta to Jerufalem ; but after the
month of March it melts, except on Mount
Lebanon, where, however, it does not re-
main the whole year, unlefs in the higheft
cavities, and toward the north-eaft, where it
is fheltered from the fea winds, and the
action of the fun. In fuch a fituation I faw
it ftill remaining, in 1784, at the very time
I was almoft fuffocated with heat in the
valley of Balbek. Now, fince it is well
known that {fnow, in this latitude, requires an
elevation of fifteen or fixteen hundred 'fathmn,l
we may conclude that to be the height of
Lebanon, and that it is confequently much

| lower
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prefer their habitations to the moft fertile
plains, I mean the fecurity they enjoy from the
oppreflions of the Turks. This fecurity is
efteemed fo valuable a bleffing by the inha-
bitants, that they have difplayed an in-
duftry on thefe rocks which we may elfe-
where look for in vain. By dint of art and
labour they have compelled a rocky foil to
become fertile.  Sometimes, to profit by the
water, they conduc¢t it by a thoufand wind-
ings along the declivities, or ftop it by forming
dams in the valleys, while in other places, they
prop up ground, ready to crumble away, by
walls and terraces. Almott all thefe mountains,
thus laboured, prefent the appearance of a
flight of ftairs, or an amphitheatre, each ftep
of which is a row of vines or mulberry-trees.
I have reckoned from a hundred to a hun-
dred and twenty of thefe gradations on the
fame declivity, from the bottom of the val-
ley to the top of the eminence. While
amid thefe mountains, I forgot I was in
Turkey, or, if I recollected it, only felt
more fenfibly the powerful influence of even

the feebleft ray of liberty.

SEcT,
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pofes the greater part of Lebanon, Anti-Le-
banon, the mountains of the Druzes, Gali-
lee, and Mount Carmel, and ftretches to the
fouth of the Lake Afphaltites. The inhabitants
every where build their houfes, and make
lime with it. I have never feen, nor heard
it {aid, that thefe ftones contained any petri-
fied fhells in the upper regions of Lebanon ;
but we find, between Batroun and Djebail,
in the Kefraouan, atalittle diftance from the
{fea, a quarry of fchiftous ftones, the flakes
of which bear the imprefiions of plants, fifh,
fhells, and efpecially the fea onion. The
bed of the torrent of Azkalan, in Paleftine,
is alfo lined with a heavy ftone, porous and
falt, which contains a great nitmber of {mall
volutes and bivalves of the Mediterranean.
Pocock found a large quantity of them in the
rocks which border on the Dead Sea. Iron
is the only mineral which abounds here; the
mountains of the Kefraovan, and of the
Druzes, are full of it. Every fummer the
inhabitants work thofe mines, which are
fimply ochreous. Judea cannot be without
it, fince Mofes obferved, above three thous
~ fand years ago, that its ftones were of iron,

There is a vague report, that there was an-
ciently
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a certain degree, to counterbalance that of
climate. _

In other refpects, Syria has no difeafe pecu-
liar to itfelf, but the pimple of Aleppo,

-which I fhall notice when I come to {peak

of that city. Other diforders are dyfenteries,
inflammatory and intermittent fevers, which
are the confequences of the bad fruit which
the people greedily devour. The f{mall-
pox is fometimes very fatal ; but the general -
and moft frequent illnefs is the cholic, the
caufes of which are very evident, when we
confider that every body eats to excels of
unripe fruit, raw vegetables, honey, cheefe,
olives, ftrong oil, four milk, and ill-fermented
bread. Thefe are the ufual food of all the
inhabitants ; and the acid juices they con-
tain produce crudities, naufea, and even
frequent vomitings of bile. Accordingly, the
firft prefcription in almoft all diforders is an
emetic, which method of treatment, how-
ever, is only known to the European phy-
ficians. Bleeding, as I have already faid, is
neither neceflary, nor very ufeful. In im-
minent cafes, cream of tartar and tamarinds
have the moft certain fuccefs.

The general language of Syria is the
' Arabic
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fcattered, and thickets, whofe folitude is rarely
difturbed but by antelopes, hares, locufts,
and rats, Such is the nature of nearly the
‘whole country, which extends fix hundred
leagues in length, and three hundred in
breadth, and ftretches from Aleppo to the
Arabian fea, and from Egypt to the Perfian
gulph.

It muft not, however, be imagined that
the foil in fo great an extent is every where
the fame; it varies confiderably in different
places. On the frontiers of Syria, for ex-
ample, the earth is in general fat and cul-
tivable, nay, even fruitful. It is the fame
alfo on the banks of the Euphrates; but in
the internal parts of the country, and towards
the fouth, it becomes white and chalky, as
in the parallel of Damafcus; rocky, as in the
Tih, and the Hedjaz ; and a pure fand, as to
the eaftward of the Yemen. This variety
in the qualities of the foil is productive of
fome minute differences in the condition of
the Bedouins. For inftance, in the more
{terile countries, that is thofe which produce
but few plants, the tribes are feeble, and
very diftant ; which is the cafe in the defert of

Suez, that of the Red Sea, and the interior
of



















































EGYPT AND SYRIA 4.
. families, who, not being ftrong enough to
live independent; ftand in need of protetion
and alliances, range themfelves under the
banners of this chief. Such an union is cal-
led Z%abila, or tribe. Thefe tribes are dif=
tinguithed from each other by the name of
their refpective chiefs, or by that of the ruling
family ; and when they fpeak of any of the
individuals who compofe them, they call
them the chidren « fuch a chief, though
they may not be all really of his blood, and
he himfelf may have been long fince dead.
Thus they fay, Beni Temin, Oulad Tai, the
children of Temin and of Tai. This mode
of expreffion is even applied, by metaphor,
to the names of countries: the ufual phrafe
for. denoting its inhabitants, being to call
them the cBildren of fuch a place. Thus the
Arabs fay, Oulad Mafr, the Egyptians ; Ou-
lad Sham, the Syrians: they would alfo fay,
Oulad Franfa, the French; Oulad Mbofkon,
the Ruflians, a remark which is not unime
portant to ancient hiftory.

The government of this fociety is at once
republican, ariftocratical, and even defpotic,
without exaétly correfponding with any of

thefe forms. It is republican, inafuch as
Vior. L Dd the
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the people have a great influence in all af-
fairs, and as nothing can be tranfacted with-
out the confent of a majority, It is arifto=
cratical, becaufe the families of the Shaiks
poflefs fome of the prerogatives which every
where accompany power; and, laftly, it is
defpotic, becaufe the principal Shaik has an
indefinite and almoft abfolute authority,
which, when he happens to be a:man of
credit and influence, he may even abufe ; but
the ftate of thefe tribes confines even this
abufe to very narrow limits ; for, if a chief
fhould commit an a& of injuftice, if, for
example, he fhould kill an Arab, ic would be
almoft impoflible for him to efcape punifth-
ment ; the refentment of the offended party
would pay no refpect to his dignity ; the law
of retaliation would be put ifd force: and,
fhould he not pay the blood, he would be
infallibly aflfaflinated, which, from the fim-
ple and private life the Shaiks lead in their
camps, would be no difficuit thing to effeé.
If he harafles his fubjetts by feverity, they
abandon him, and go over to another tribe.
His own relations take advantage of his mif-.
conduct to depofe him, and advance them-
felves to his ftation. He can have no re-

fource
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matters of the greateft confequence. On the
exercife of this depend his credit and his
power., The famifthed Arab ranks the libe~
rality which feeds him before every virtue,
nor is this prejudice without foundation ; for
experience has proved that covetous chiefs
never were men of enlarged views: hence
the proverb, as juft as it is brief, A clofe fiff,
a2 narrow beart. To provide for thefe ex-
pences, the Shaik has nothing but his herds,
a few fpots of cultivated ground, the profits
of his plunder, and the tribute he levies on
the high toads, the total of which is very
inconfiderable. The Shaik, with whom I
refided in the country of Gaza, about the
end of 1784, pafled for one of the moft
powerful of thofe diftricts; yet it did not
appear to me that his expenditure was greater
than that of an opulent farmer. His per-
fonal effe@s, confifting in a few peliffes, car-
pets, arms, horfes, and camels, could not be
eftimated at more than fifty thoufand livres
(a little above two thoufand pounds); and
it muit be obferved that in this calculation,
four mares of the breed of racers, are valued at
fix thoufand livres (two hundred and fifty
pounds), and each camel at ten pounds fter-
ling. We muft not therefore, when we fpeak

of
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of the Bedouins, affix to the words Prince
and Lord, the ideas they ulually convey; we
fhould come nearer the truth by comparing
them to fubftantial farmers, in mountainous
countries, whofe fimplicity they refemble in
their drefs, as well as in their domeftic life and
manners. A Shaik, who has the command of
five hundred horfe, does not difdain to faddle
and bridle his own, nor to give him barley
and chopped ftraw. In- his tent, his wife
makes the coffee, kneeds the dough, and fu-
perintends the drefling of the victuals. His
daughters and kinfwomen wath the linen,
and go with pitchers on their head, and veils
over their faces, to draw water from the foun-
tain. 'Thefe manners agree precifely with the
defcripuons in Homer, and the hiftoryof Abra-
ham, in Genefis. But it muft be owned
that it 1s difficult to form a juft idea of them

without having ourfelves been eye-witnefles.
The fimplicity, or, perhaps, more properly,
the poverty, of the lower clafs of the Bedou-
ins, is proportionate to that of their chiefs.
All the wealth of a family confifts of move-
ables, of which the following is a pretty exact
inventory. A few maleand female camels, fome
goats and poultry ; a mare, and her bridle and
faddle; a tent, a lance fixteen fect long, a
Dd g crooked
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lovely fair, boafts her black eyes, as large
and foft as thofe of the gazelle; her languid
and empaffioned looks, her arched eye- brows,
refembling two bows of ebony: her waift
ftreight, and fupple as a lance; he forgets
pot her fteps, light as thofe of the young filley,
nor her eye-lathes, blackened with £¢b/, vor
her lips painted blue, nor her nails, tinged
with the golden coloured benna, nor her
breafts, refembling two pomegranates, nor her
words, fweet as honey. He recounts the
fufferings of the young lover, fo wafled with
defire and paffion, that bis body no longer yields
any fhadow. At length, after detailing his
various attempts to fee his miftre(s, the ob-
ftacles of the parents, the invafions of the
enemy, the captivity of the two lovers, &c.
he terminates; to the fatisfa&tion of the au-
dience, by refloring thent, united 3nd happy,
to the paternal tenr, and by receiving the
tribute paid to his eloquence, in the Mz cha
ailab he has merited (5). The Bedouins
have likewife their love fongs, which have
more {entiment and nature in them than

(h) An exclamation of praile, equivalent to admirably
suell ! ' '

thofe
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country. In this flate, all his habits have
concurred to give him a ferocity of cha-
racter. The great fatigues of the chace
have hardened his body; frequent and ex-
treme hunger, followed by a fudden abun-
dance of game, has rendered him voracious,
The habit of fhedding blood, and tearing
his prey, has familiarized him to the fight
of death and {ufferings. ‘Tormented by
hunger, he has defired fleth; and finding it
eafy to obtain that of his fellow creature,
he could not long hefitate to kill him to fa-
tisfy the cravings of his appetite. The firft
experiment made, this cruelty degenerates
into a habit; he becomes a cannibal, fan=
guinary and atrocious; and his mind ac-
quires all the infenfibility of his body.

The fituation of the Arab is very different.
Amid his vaft naked plains, without water,
and without forefts, he has not been able,
for want of game, or fith, to become either
a hunter or a fitherman. The camel has
determined him to a paftoral life, the man-
ners of which have influenced his whole
charaer. Finding, at hand, a light, but
conitant and {ufficient nourifhment, he has

acquired the habit of frugality. Content
with
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ly founded on the acknowledged laws of al-
moft all nations. Among themfelves they
are remarkable for a good faith, a difintereft-
ednefs, a gencrofity which would do honour
to the moft civilized people. 'What is there
more noble than that right of afylum fo re-
fpected among all the tribes? A ftranger,
nay, even an enemy, touches the tent of the
Bedouin, and, from that inftant, his perfon
becomes inviolable. It would be reckoned a
difgraceful meannefs, an indelible thame, to
fatisfy even a juft vengeance at the expence
of hofpitality. Has the Bedouin confented
to eat bread and falt with his gueft, nothing
in the world can induce him to betray him.
The power of the Sultan himfelf would not
be able to force a refugee (7/) from the protec-
tion of a tribe, but by its total extermination.
The Bedouin, fo rapacious without his camp,
has no fooner fet his foot within it, than he
becomes liberal and generous. What little
he poffefles he is ever ready to divide. He
has even the delicacy not to wait till it is

(i) The Arabs difcriminate their guefts, into gueft
mofladjiry or impiring froteéiion; and into guelt matnoub,
who fets up bis tent in a line with theirs ; that is, who be-
comes naturalized,

afked :
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an infidel, or what will they think of an
“ apoftate !"—*¢ And do not you yourfelf
‘¢ perceive,” faid he, * that the Arabs live
¢¢ without troubling themfelves either about
¢ the Prophet, or the Bosk (the Koran)?
«« Every man with us follows the direion
¢¢ of his confcience. Men have a right to
“¢ judge of actions, but religion muit be left
“ to God alone.”—Another Shaik, conver-
fing with me, one day, addrefied me, by mif-
take, in the cuftomary formulary, “ Liften,
“¢ and pray for the Prophet.” Inftead of the
ufual anfwer, I bave prayed, I replied, with
a fmile, I fffen. He recolletted his error,
and fmiled in his turn. A Turk of Jeru-
falem, who was prefent, took the matter up
more ferioufly : “ O Shaik,” faid he, * how
« ‘canft thou addrefs the words of the true
¢ believers to an infdel ?” ¢ The tongue is
«« /ight,” replied the Shaik, ¢ let but the
¢ heart be white (pure); but you, who
¢ know the cuftoms of the Arabs, how
« can you offend a ftranger with whom
“ we have eaten bread and fait ?”"——Then,
turning to me, * All thofe tribes of Frank-
“ cftan, of whom you told me that they
¢ follow not the law of the Prophet,
* are





















