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TO THE COLLEGE OF WIGS.

¢ Moft potent, grave, and reverend figniors,

¢ My very noble and approved good” Doctors.

THE ﬁ:_:la:mnity of your fomniferous afpe&s, no lefs
than the profefsional gravity of your external or-

naments, lay claim to a bow of obedient recollection

in pafsing through W k-lane to public infpeétion.
As one of the moft popular dbtoent? rom your great
progenitor, permit me to acknowledge, I revere the
vaft extent of your medical abilities; that I feel moft
forcibly the enormous weight of your accumulated learn-
ing, and tremble at the very idea of your experimental
abilities.

Condefcend, dread Sirs, to fan&ion this analization
of Aifeulapian impofition and medical myflery, with fuch
-pmcnf' of approbation, as the dignity of a H:pfam.:r, and

the



the mufcular rigidity of phyfical countenance will per-
mit you to beftow; nor let it be the lefs entitled to
your favor, that along lit of waletudinarians {to whom
you are daily penfioners) become partakers of the
banguet of mirth; or the {mall fry of pbarmacopolifts
(your humble dependents) for once permitted to takea
feat at the fame zable with yourfclves.

Anxioufly folicitous to obtain belief, that

¢ I fhall nothing extenuate,
¢ Nor fet down aught in malice,”
you may in juftice conclude me,
Sage Sirs |
Your very candid,
And obedient reprefentative,

GREGORY GLYSTER.



ASCULAPIAN LABYRINTH

EXPLORED.

TO THE PHYSICIAN.

HAV ENG pailed the tedivus. years of abftrufe {iudy and in-

tenfe application, neceflary to your initiation in the mylte-
ries of phyfic, and replete with a perfeét remembrance of all the
requifites to this greal art, we fuppofe you recently immerged
from the oblcurity of dreary walls and dull profefors, a pheno-
mznon of univerfal knowledge and family admiration. The va-
rious and elaborate examinations you have pafled, with fcholaftic
approbation, having relieved you from the conftantly accumnu-
lating load of anxiety, you are at length launched into life under

B a new
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a new charatter, and daily pant to difplay the dignity of your
profeflion, in the happy appendage of M. D. to the prefcriptive
initials of your name.

You are no longer to be confidefed a fiudent labouring in the-
heavy trammels of wnintellioible leCtures upon philofophy, anatomy,.
botany, chemiftry, and the materia medicas with all their diftinét and.
confequent advantages ; or inveftigating the actual properties of
eletrical fire and MAGNETIC ENTHUSIASM, but ftamped (by royal
authority) with the full force of phylfical agency, and have de-
rived from your merit unlimited permillion to cure, < kill or de-

Siray,” to the beft of your knowledge and abilities, ¢ {o help you

« God.” The profeflional path you now begin to tread, is [0 ve-
plete with danger, and the probability of fuceels fo very uncer-
tain, that the fertile world have not omitted to make it prover~
bial, « A phyfician never begins to get bread, till he has no
« teeth to eat it.” The truth of this may perhaps have been la=
mentingly acknowledged by fome of the moft learned men that ever
became dependant upon a capricious world for precarious fubfift=
ance.

This palpable fact may concifely ferve to convince you, your

embark-
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embarkation (with all its alluring profpedts) will not only be en-
cumbered with diffienlties, but your ultimate gratification of fuc=
cels exceedingly doubtful. Great depth of learning may afford
confolation to the equity of your own feelings (if you fortunately
poflefs them) but it is by ne means neceffary to the acquilition of
public opinisn, however it may tend to contribute to the general
good.

To avoid entering into a {entimental difquifition upon the ho-
nefly, integrity, or firiCt propriety of the maxims I proceed to lay
down for your future conduct to ebtuin profeilional {plendour, and
infure fuceefs; I .avail mylelf of the privilege I poflefs, to wave
every confideration of the c&rg,%;ﬁ?um kind, and ence more obferve
(without adverting to their conliftency) they are adduced only as
‘the unavoidable traits of characler, and medes of behaviour, by
which alone (in the prefent age) you can poilibly hope for the
leaft proportional thare of practice as a phyfician,

At your firft public entré, when the college lift and court ca-
lendar have announced your qualifications and advancement to the
wondering world (that fuch lift fhould annually increafe) let your

driends and relatives be deubly afliduous in propagating reports

B2 (almoft
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(almoft incredible) of your great bumanity, extenfive abilities, and
unbounded benevolence.~This will anfwer the intended parpofe to a
certainty ; crouds of the afflicted and neceffitous will furround
your habitation, and render your place of refidence conftantly re-
markable to all clafles, who naturally enquiring the character of
the proprietor, will eagerly extol your charity in contributing your
“ advice to the poor GRATIS.”

This method alone will gain you popularity with thole that
rank in the line of mediocrity ; with their fuperiors, fuccefs mufk
be infured more from the efforts of interef, than either perfonal

merit, or found policy. Your attention to the wants of the poor,

muft foon be regulated by the preponderation of more weighty
confiderations s as you affected to alleviate their difirefles from the
motive of commiferation, prompting you to promote their eafe,
you have an undoubted right to fhake off fuch fuperfluous vifits,
to fecure your own. In this deceptive charity, fome degree of dif-
crimination muft be put in practice, for you will fometimes per-
ceive one among the train, whofe apparel or behaviour muft ne-
ceflarily give you reafon to fufpeét he has aflumed the cloak of
neceflity to fave bis fee, and avail himfelf of your profeflional Ii-

berality ;
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berality ; in fuch cafe, call to your aid a look of true medical aufle-
rity, and let him underftand « advice is feldom of any value or
¢ effect unlefs it is paid for;” this will frequently anfwer the pur-
pofe, and procure what you did not expect.

On the contrary, {o foon as you obferve your prefcriptions have
<« worked wonders” upon two or three of the moft credulous and
fuperflitious, who are extolling your great knowledge and « blelling
< your bonour,” ftrengthen the force of your judgment by chari-
tably obtruding a pecuniaiy corroboration into the hand of your
afflicted patient, as a confirmation of your wnbounded fhill in the
(miraculous) cure of every difeafe to which the human frame is in-
cident. By fuch pulitical pradkice, you infure the recital of your
fervices with extacy, and your name reverberates from one end
of the metropolis to the other.

Your perfon and place of refidence, being by thefe means uni-
verfally known, and your name become in a proportional degree
popular, let your planand mode of behaviour be inftantly changed ;

1t will be now neceflary
“ You ¢ allume 2™ hurry ¢ if you have it not,”

Take
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‘T'dke care to be fo exceddingly engaged witli patietits of the firft
tlafs and eminence, that < it is with difficulty you procure time fuf-
« ficient for the common purpoles and gratifications of nature.”
No paupers whatever can be admitted to your prefence without
written recommendation from nobilify, or characters of the firfl
Sfortune ; this will infure yeu no'farther intrufion from a clafs ori-
ginally intreduced for your particular purpofe ; that efletted, they
may now be permitted to fall into the back ground of the pic-
ture ; from whence they were brought for no other motive than
the promotion of your perfonal intereft and profeflional emolu-
ment.

It becomes your particular carcto be alwaysinalbusry; let your
«hariot (if you can fortunately raife one) upon job, be at the door
regularly by nine in the morning; te prove how very much you
are.attached to the duties of your profeffion, and how anxioufly
you have the falubrity of your patients a¢ beart.---Omit no one
«ircumftance that can contribute to.a fthew of being perpetually
engaged, Letters written by yourfelf, and meflengers of your
own difpatching, cannot be feen at your doors too frequently; the

«chariot fhould be as repeatedly ordered—remember to leave home

by
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by one way, and return by ansther, and equally in bafle ; all thefe
firatagems are confidered peculiar privileges of the Cullege of Wigs,
and are well worthy your attention and. conftant pratice. You
need hardly be fold, the fuperficial and unthinking part of man-
kind are ever caught by appearances ; what proportion they bear
to other diftinCtions, need not in the prefent inltance be at nll_ al
certained.

Having laid down rules (that fhould be rigidly perfevered in)
for the regulation of your' public charaéter, 1 {hell wew. advert to
the firict line of conduct it will be proper for you to adept in

your perfonal tranfadtions upon all profeflional emergencies.

When called to a patient upon- the recommendation of the
family apothecary, you are to confider him one of your beft friends,
and pay eourt to bim accordingly ; on-the contrary, if you are en=
gaged upon the {pontaneous opinion of the patient, or his vela-
tives, you have every reafon to conclude the abilities of the
apothecary are held in very {lender eftination, and you may fafely
venture todifplay as much of your ewn confequence and fuperiority; -
a5 circumftances will admit;

After the awkward ceremony of your firft appearance is overs

anc
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and matters a little adjufted, take great care be to upon your
guard ; indulge ina variety of [ignificant geflures, and empbatical
bems !—and babs ! proving you poflefled of fingularities, that may
tend to excite ideas in the patient and furrounding friends, that
a phyfician is a fuperior part of the creation.——Let every affion,
every word, every look, be firongly marked, denoting doubt and
ambiguity ; proceed to the neceflary enquiries of “ what has been
. “ done in rule and regimen, previouys to your being called in®”
hear the recital with patience, and give your nod of affent, leaft
you make Mr. Emetic, the apothecary, your formidable enemy,
who will then mogf confcientioufly omit to recommend the afliftance
of fuch extraordinary abilities on any future occafion.—Take care to
look wifdom in every feature ; {peak but little, and let it be impof-
fible that little thould be underftood ; let every hint, every /brug be

carefully calculated to give the hearers a wonderful opinion of your

learning and experience.—In your half-heard and myfterious con-
verfation with your medical inferior, do not forget to drop a few
obfervations upon— the animal ceconomy”-— circulation of the
¢ blood”—¢* acrimony”— the non naturals”—< f{iriCture upon

# the parts”—=¢ acute pain”-— inflammatory heat”—* nervous

¢ irritability,”
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< jrritability,” and all thole fechuical traps that falcinate the
hearers, and render the patient yours ad hLbitum.

To the friends or relatives of the difeafed, (as the cafeimay be)
you feriouflly apprehend great danger; but fuch apprehenfion is
not without its portion of bape ; and you doubt nat, but a rigid
perfeverance in the plan you fhall preferibe, will reconcile all dif-
ficulties in a few days, and reftore the patient (whofe recovery you
have exceedingly at heart) to his health and friends; that you will
embrace the carlieft opportunity to fee him again, moft probably
at fuch an hour, {naming it) in the mean time you are in a great
degree happy to leave him in fuch good hands as Mr. Emetic, to
whom you fhall give every neceffary direction, and upon whofe
integrity and punéfuality you can implicitly rely.

You t:hen require a private apartment for your neceffary con-
fultation and plan of joint depredation upon the pecuniary property
of your unfortunate invalid, which you are now going feriouly to
attack with the full foree of phyfic and fingfe. You firft learn from
your informant 'what has been hitherto done without effeét, and
determine accordingly how to proceed ; but in this, great refpect
muft be paid to the temper, as well as the conflitution and cir-

C cumfiiances,
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cumftances, of your intended prey ; if he be of a petulant and re-
fractory difpofition, fubmitting to medical dictation upon abfolute
compulfion, as a profefled enemy to phyfic and the faculty, let
your harveft be fhort, and complete as poflible. On the contrary,
thould a hypachondriac be your fubject, with the long train of me-
lanchelic doubts, fears, hopes, and defpondencies, avail yourfelf
of the faith implicitly placed in you, and regulate your pro-
ceedings by the force of his imagination ; let your prefcription (by
its length and variety) reward your jackall for his prefont atten-
tion and future fervices.—Take care to furnifh the frame fo amply
with phyfic, that food may be unneceflary ; et every hour (or twe)
have its deftined appropriation—render all poflible forms of the
materia medica fubfervient to the general good—draughts—powders
—draps, and pills; may be given (at leaft) every two hours ; in-
tervening apozems, or decoétions, may have their utility ; if no other
advﬁntage is to be expefted, one good will be clearly afcertained,
the convenience of having the zurfe kept conftantly awake, and
if one medicine is not productive of fuccefs, another may. Thefe are
furely alternatives well worthy your attention, being admirably

calculated
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calculated for the promotion of your patient’s cure and your own
reputation.

Having written your long prefeription, and learnt from Mr.
Emetic every neceffary information, you return to the room of
your patient, to prove your attention, and renew your admo-
nitions of punctuality and fubmiflion ;—then receiving your fee
with a confequential air of indifference, you take your leave ; not
omitting to drop an additional aflurance, that ¢ you fhall not be
“ yemifs in your attendance.” Thefe, Sir, are the inftructions you
muft fteadily purfue, if you poflefs an ardent defire to become
eminent in your profeffion—~—opulent in your circumflances—yformidable
to your competitors, or a valuable pm&‘iﬁmw to the Company of Apo-
thecaries, from whom you are to expect the foundation of fupport.
A multiplicity of additional hints might be added for your minute
obfervance; but {uch a variety will prefent themfelves in the courfe
of practice, that a retrofpective view of diurnal occurrences will
{ufficiently furnifh you with every poffible information for your
future progrefs; regulating your behaviour, by the rank of your
“patients, from the mgf! pompous perfonal offenfiation, to the meaneft

and moft contemptible feruility. \
Ce TO



TO THE SURGEON.

CONGRATULATE you upon your recent emancipation from
I inceflant ftudy, intenfe application, and ftrict bofpital attend-
ance, where I fhall willingly fuppole, you was a drefer of the
moft promifing abilities; that you excelled your cotemporaries in
every chirurgical opinion, became ah expert diffecfing pupil to one
of the court of examiners, and are now burft through the cloud of
your original obfcurity, a perfeét prodigy of anatomical difquifi~
tion.

I naturally conclude you capable of ‘animadverting upon all the
diftinét branches of your art to admiration, that you are critically
excellent in the ufe of an infirument from the humble aét of fimple
phlebatomy, to the more important operation for a fiflula in ana.
~—You have, beyond every {hadow of doubt, paid proper atten-
‘tion to the fafhionable precepts of the late Lord Chefterfield, and
rendered yourfelf (with afliftance from the graces) a perfeét adept
in polite addrefs, difplaying a variety of the moft engaging at-
titudes, even in the adjultment of a ten tailed bandage. The pro-~

fellional
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feflional information you have induftrioufly collefted, is fuch as will
certainly afford you the moft equitable claims upon public apinion,
being in pofleflion of every neceffary acquifition from a fimple
gonorrbeea to a confirmed lues.

Previous to your folicitation of favour from your friends, you
have neceflarily pafled the awful ceremony of examination at the
Old Bailey, under your former tutor (and his brethren of the
court) who would not pay his own abilities fo improper a compli-
ment as to alk you queftions in anatonty or gffeology, that he knew
your qualifications inadequate to the tafk of technically explaining.
After pafling this fiery ordeal, you depofit the wlual pecuniary gra-
iui{y., and receiving the badge of your newly acquired bounor, we
now hail you «a Member of the Corporation of Surgeons,” and con-
clude an ornamental plate upon the door of your habitation de-
notes you fo accordingly.

We fuppofe you embarking in a fea of {pirited oppofition, with
your competitors, for profeflional celebrit;w;, and decorating your
place of refidence in the moft applicable fiile to attract attention.
To effeét this, let your exterior apartments be arnamented with

the bufls of ancients you never read, and portraits of moderns that

you
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you never knew. Thele form an excellent combination to excite
the admiration and report of thofe who have occafion to court the
aflitance of your extenfive abilities—To gradually heighten
which furprize, your interior (or audit room) muft be a perfeét
Golgotha.—A proficiency in the fcience of gffeslsgy, muft be power-
fully impreffed upon the fenfes of the trembling vifitors, by a
profufion of fkeletons in different ftates; let the awfulnefs of the
fcene be rendered fill more firiking, by a variety of fubjects
{ufpended in {pirits, inter{perfed with fingular anatomical and in-
Jeéted preparations, both wet and dry; giving to the whole ad-
ditional force by the introduction of a ¢ few ill fbaped fifbes,” as
the finithing firoke to a well formed plan of chirurgical oftentation,
Remember to let the certificates of your profeflional qualifications,
from your different leffuring tutors, be {o placed (in elegant frames)
as to meet the eye in a confpicuous direction ; leaft that part of
your patients, who condefcend to vifit you in this gloomy recefs,
fhould have reafon to conclude you a confummate dunce and moft
illiterate booby, if thefe learned profeflors had not done your friends
the favour to « certify” to the contrary: and this they always

chearfully



ebearfully do, rather than have it imagined they have eafled you of
a part of your property, without doing you any real fervice.

The domeftic arrangement being thus formed, the refle¢tions
to which you muft now turn your mind, are the neceflary modes
of practice and behaviour, that may render you not only eminent
in your profeflion, but refpectable in your property; as great
events, that contribute largely to the gratification of fuch wifh, do
not frequently occur, inferior cafes of every kind muft be ren-

dered fubfervient to the purpofe. In this lift, venereals are entitled
to pre-eminence, as the moft lucrative ; the patient never hefitating
to pay full as liberally for the prefervation of the fecret as the cure
of difeafe.—But you may be perfectly aflured, this {ecret never
rewards fo well, as when fate or fortune aflifts its introduétion to
married families ; a moft firiking corroboration of this fac, oc-
curred not long fince in the neighbourhood of a royal refidence,
and afforded matter of mirth to the firft circles in its environs.—
This conftant friend to the faculty was communicated to a mnar-
ried lady, by a young and celebrated perfonage of fome national
eminence, and immediately conveyed from her to her enamoured
cornuto in the moments of true connubial felicity ; he, in the love of

variety,
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variety, unluckily conferred the favour upon the boufe maid ; and
the, in the extenfive liberality of her difpofition, kindly beltowed
a portion upon the footman. The elefrical fhock of this French fire
was fo rapidly communicated, that the four {ufferers, within the
{pace of ten days, made their feparate private confeflions to the
medical fuperintendant of the family, each afligning a different,
caufe for its introduction, and equally firangers to the mode of
its being brought into fo fober a family. Althm.lgh this is a well
authenticated faé?, itis a harvelt that can be very feldom expected
to happen in fo great a degree; yet you will find it a matter often
intruding between hufband and wife, and confidered no inde-
lible proof of modern inconflancy —~To this fecret, you will be fre-
quently admitted by one party—the other, or both; and have an
undoubted privilege to accumulate all poflible pecuniary advan-
tage from the confidence fo implicitly placed in you.

Whatever cafes are fubmitted to your opinion, be always pre-
pared to reprefent them worfe than they really are; making by
your technical terms, and political doubts, bad warfe upon every
poffible oceafion. Let all your proceedings have a peculiar and

commanding dignity annexed to the execution; by afluming a

want
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want of feeling, even to feracity, you will be termed a pradli-
tioner of fpirit, and become properly diftinguifhed for your pro-
feflional fortitude. No tender fenfations muft be permitted to in-
fluence your feclings during any operation, however tedious, oF
painful to the patiént ; they are an ornament to human nature,
and beneath your' confideration as one of the faculty —Cuftom has
rendered you ineligible to a place in the jury bor, as an evident
proof of your profeflional rutality; by therefore turning « their
% pains to Iaughter and contempt,” you only juftify the charac-
ter you are already in pofleflion of.

In the moft trifling operations (even phlebotomy) defcend to
the very minutie of medical mn{'cq{'lénce, not only making the
ceremony long, but ferious, that you may be the better entitled to
perfonal refpect and pecuniary compenfation. In all thofe dread-
ful accidents that alarm friends and diftrels families, take care to
throw out (&m‘ing your apparerit care and attention) a variety of
obfervations that convey large faunds with little meaning ; by fuch
ambiguous expreffions you render the cure more extraordinary,
whenever it happens, and is no bad preparative for the procraf-
ti;mtiun of it to your own emolument, In all cafes requiring the

D interpofition
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interpofition of inftruments, take great care that you produce
them with myfterious folemnity, impreffing the fpectators and.
afliftants, with equal awe and fear of your abilities; if incifions,
or feparation of the foft parts, become neceflary, be fure, like « old
« Renault,” to * fhed blood enough ;” it will be attended with a
double advantage ; firft in the appearance of bufinefs, and the
more pleafing confideration, that the larger and deeper the wound,
the longer time will be neceffary for incarnation ; during the courfe
of which, your perfonal attendance and daily epithemas cannot be
difpenfed witlr,

The greater operations do not occur every day, therefore te-
dious cicatrizations, in addition to. fimple and compound fractures, are
comfortable aids to-fill up the fpaces of intervention. Fratures
of the lower extremities ave exceedingly favourable, for you may
then exert proper authority ; it becomes your duty to keep them
dgwn when they are ﬁ,.far furely you may take upon you to knosw
(with propriety and prefeflional privilege) when they are capa-
ble of flanding and walking, better than they can themjfelves.--~

Tho’ one exception to this rule has fallen within my knowledge,

and
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and nearly fet afide the privilege of the practice in the neighbour-
hood where it happened.

An honeft hearty miller, in a fmall parifh in the county of

H , having, on the market day, made fome lucky purchafes,
and congratulating himfelf upon his good fortune with a few
friends over the bottle, got himfelf infenfibly intoxicated ; but
obftinately perfifting in his determination (and ability) to ride
home, he was fuffered to depart, and was found afterwards upon
the road by one of his own fervants almoft lifelefs ; he was con-
veyed to his habitation, and one of the moft eminent furgeons from
a certain large and populous town was called in, who finding
the trunk nearly inanimate, proceeded to wenefeéfion, then to an
accurate examination of the body, in which he prefently difco<
vered « a fracture of the tibia, and two of the ribs; he had every
“ reafon to apprchend (from prefent fymptoms) a concuffion of the
* brain; but fitnated as things were, he fhould now adminifter
* proper palliatives, and purfue the neceffary fteps upon his ar-
* rival in the morning.”---He then left the patient, aﬁer firict

mjunctions « that he fhould not be fuffered to move from the

“ polition he had placed him in, till his return.”-=-At the hour

LD 2 before
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before appointed, the Doffor returned, and not finding the wife
below ftairs, explored the region he had left his patient in the
night before, furrounded by his forrowful friends; when, firange
to relate! (flranger 1o belicve!) the bird was flown, the bed made,
and the very room exhibited a firiking proof of ruftic neatnefs.
Recovering in fome degree from his furprife, and feeling very for-
¢ibly the aukwardnefs of his fituation, he defcended to the kitchen,
and there finding the wife (who had juft returned from fome bu=
nefs in a baek yard) he eagerly enquired ¢ How, or which way,
“ his patient had been conveyed, and where to:”"<--When the
poor woman very fimply and civilly replied, that ¢ her hufband
“ was gone into the fields among his folks; that fhe had repeat-
“ edly urged the dotor’s orders. of his not getting out of bed ; but
* he was a very obftinate man, and faid he'd be d--=d if he'd
« ever lay in bed with a broken leg for any dotter in England, fo
** long as he could walk upon it.”---It may be better conceived
than defcribed héw fevere a firoke this proved upon the reputa-
tion of the furgeon ; certain it is, his practice continued in a de-
clining {tate for fome years, and it was not till the circumitance
was nearly buried in oblivion (with the body of the miller) that

he
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he recovered his former celebrity, being at this moment one of
the oldeft and molt eminent practitioners in the neighbourhood
where he refides.

This inftance {ufficiently demonfirates the impropriety of over-
firaining the profeflional prerogative, efpecially with thofe obfti-
nate uncivilized beings, who have fo little pliability of difpofition,
as not to lay in bed when required ; particularly in cafes of emer-
gency, where it is {o evidently for the promotion of their own
health and {afety.

Remember 1n all cafes of difficulty and danger to be mindful of
the emplafirum adbafivum of conneétion, by which every branch of
the faculty fhould be united for the prefervation of the whole ;
advife (without the leaft reference to the enormity of expence) a
confultation of the moft eminent; this renders the cafe of your pa=
tient more ferious and alarming, and you oblige your brethren by
the recommendation ; firlt of a phyfician, whofe preféription intro-
duces the apotbecary ; and you then proceed phyjfically and fylema-
tically in the joint depredation and cure ; your two friends, by the
law of retribution, gratefully recommending your infpection of

every {imple laceration upon 2ll fimilar occafions.

Thele



[ e ]

Thefe are maxims that may at firft fight feem beneath the at-
ention of a young and brilliant praétitioner, who erroncoufly con-
geiving merit a fufiicicnt recommendation, requires no other con-
ductor ; but they are fo evidently an abfolute part of his necef~
fary ftudy, that unlefs fuch mutual arts are occafionally put in
practice, he can never (in the prefent multiplied ftate of practi-
tioners) expect to derive the common neceffaries of life from a fair
and generous practice of his profeffion.

Men of underftanding, experience, and obfervation, know, that
the benignant hand of providence continues to anticipate in a va-
riety of inftances the interpofitions of art; and mature would,
upon many occafions, entirely effect her own work, if not fo fre-

quently interrupted and retarded by the officious hands and in-

terefted experiments of profeflional jugglers,

TO
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o . THE ACCOUCHER,

0 R]

MAN-MIDWIFE,

OU fortunately make your appearance upon the boards of
Y public patronage, under the moft firiking advantages ; the
prevalence of fafbion has exceeded every confideration of decency
and difcretion, and you are become (by the influence of pride and
imitation) as neceflary to the comfort of a cottage, as the happi=-
nefs of a court. From the nature of your profeffional deftination,
a pleafing exterior, and an accomplifhed perfon, are invariably
expected ; neceflarily blending (from your intended intercourfe
with the purer part of the creation) the precifion of tafte, with the
perfection of the {cholar.

The certificate granted you by that elaborate lecturer, the ob-
fretric profeffor, proclaims you qualified in the very minutia of this
myfterious art, The parts, externally and internally, neceflary to

generation, are fo perfeétly familiar to your ¢ mind’s eye,” that

:,'01'1
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you can extemporaneouflly delineate the ovarie, the « fallopian
“ tubes,” the fimbrie, and the very act of conception, from the
 agmimalcule” in < femen maftuling,” to the laft {tage of geflation ;
the gradual expanfion of the uferus, the dilatation of the os uferi,
the progrels of labour, and all the methods of extraction.

You can lﬂEarly define the claffes as natural, laborious, and pre-
ternatural ; the ufe of the jforceps, feiffars, crolchet, and blunt book ;
the introduction of the catheter, the extraction of the placenta, and
the feparation of the funis ; in fact, all the ef ceteras are fo ﬁer-
fectly clear to you in theory, that it is almoft treafon to fuppofe
you can err in the practice,

But, Sir, ripe as you are in thefe advantages, the harveft of uni-
verfal applaufe, and the fweets of emolument, are fcarcely to be
acquired even by time, labour, and the moft indefatigable induftry.
You have in the practice of midwifery, all the ills of Pandora’s box
to encounter, and after twenty years practice may be left to ex-

claim mofl emphatically,
“ Vain his attempt who ftrives to pleafe you all.”

The only confolation you have, is, that you are defiined to co-

operate
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operate with fubjects, whofe fmiles render {fome degree of com-
penfation for the inceflant fatigue dependant upon the praétice.
Under thefe confiderations, in the full career of your expetta-
tions, it can never prove inapplicable to prepare your mind for
fome of the rebuffs and difappointments that inevitably enfue. I
conclude }ro.u are poflefled of youth, health, diligence, and con-
ftitutional flamina; but there are other requifites, equally ne-
ceflary for the performance of profeflional duties, to which by
election you dedicate the fiore of knowledge you have fo induf-
trioufly acquired. The indifpenfible qualifications, for the fuc-
cefsful execution of the arduous tafk you are undertaking, may be
coraprifed in very few words, and thofe few exceedingly expref-
five and readily underftood ; without fGbriety, fortiiude, judgment,
and patience, you never can expect to attain the fumnmit of excel-
lence, or obtain admiflion to thofe families whofe patronage will
contribute moft to both credit and emolument. But :;ld;:]itting
you poflefled of all the requifites for mere manual operatiﬂ;, the
procefs of delivery, and conliftency of conduct, yet there are a
multiplicity of embellifhments, .that nothing but previous inform-

i ation,
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ation, private infiruétion, or experimental praétice, ean fuffi-
ciently recommend to your attention.

In the awful minute of your introduétion to a fcene of excru-
ciating agony and eager expeétation, where the hope of a mo-
ther, and the anxiety of friends, all center in you, as the mef-
fenger of peace, throw off the oftentatious air of felf-importance,
exerted over thole patient paupers upon whom you practifed in
the days of your initiation, and recolle@ting yourfelf the humble
{olicitant of public opinion and private favour, difplay your ten=
dernefs and civility, as no bad harbinger of your better qualifi
cations. Strengthen fuch favourable impreflion by every degree
of delicacy and attention to the fuffering expectant, who im=
ploring afliftance from the interpofition of your art, hails you as
« the god of her idolatry,” by whom fhe is to receive an carly
acquittal from all her fufferings,

As Ehis is not often to be inftantly expeéted, and many tedious
hours frequently intervene between the bope and execution, it will
be neceflary (exclufive of your periodical confolations to the pa-
tient’s infpiring refighation) you addrefs yourfelf to the paflions

and
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and foibles of the goflips, with whom you will in general be too
numeroufly attended, and whofe clamours upon many occafions
are not eafily to be fubdued.—Notwithftanding this, the good
epinions and recommendations of thele motley vifitors (of all ages
and conftitutions) are the very materials to form the foundation
of report, upon which the fuperfiructure of your reputation and
future practice is to be raifed —Although gravity, even to a certain
degree of folemnity, is a characteriftic of your profeffional practice,
yet there are times when you muft unavoidably come forward to
enliven the geood ladies with a {pecimen of your volubility, and
variegate the natural extremities of pain with the applicable infi-
nuations of mirth, Jocular inuendoes and double entendres are
not only expected, but courted in the intervals of eafe, or, as the
good women generally term it, ¢ when the bufinefs {tands {till.”
The introduction of the tea-table and the joke are always con-
fidered equally promoters of mirth and the delivery ; the practi-
tioner is expected to be well ftocked with the moft fafhionable-
vecitals of feduéfion, rapes, fornication, and adultery, which, if well
told, and applicably introduced, infures him to a certainty the

future interelts of his company. It will-be abfolutely necef™
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you to fall into all the:opinions of  the table, except the glafs of
brandy repeatedly prefled upon you by the nurfe (as a fpecific,
or grand arcana, for every ill) with the very expreflive plea of its
not doing you any harm ; and ¢ befides, Sir, what’s good for the
* goole 1s'good for the gander.”

After fuch cafual refpites (which frequently happen) when the
progrefs of labour calls you again to your chair of office, refume
the language of commiferation, giving your patient every allevia-
tion of hope for a fpeedy deliverance, at the very time you are im-
prefling (by fignificant looks and emphatic geftures) the attendants
and friends with an i1dea of great difficulty and impending danger.
In the alternate moments of refpiration, evade every retrofpective
allufion to the length of the labour, by frequent infinuations that
it advances rapidly, that you have great reafon to hope every ob-
{tacle will be foon furmounted ; but you are afraid the confelation
you adminifier, and the pain fhe fuffers, will take but little hold
of the memory, if you may be permitted to judge from the de-
claration of a very pretty woman you delivered during your at-
tendance at the Lying-in Hofpital, who, in reply to your tender

=itions of fortituda end natience, faid, « She was very much

“ obliged
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¢ obliged to you for your kindnefs, but fhe was very certain it would
« be juft the fame again by that time twelvemonth,”—This will
make way for any thing applicable of your own colle€tion, but
they muft be all bordering upon the original caufe of the fcene
before 3,’.4.':11 ; for although the patient is in extreme pain, it is not
fo with the attendants ; they confider it a matter of courfe, and feel
no difguft but from fatigue, which they very juftly conceive they
have a right to alleviate with occafional mirth—tea, and a liile
good brandy.

To the nurfe, great part of your attention muft be directed ;
for fhe, like a bellows blower to the organift at a cathedral, will
expect to be included and conftitute /7E in all the merit of your
execution—The rapidity, or gradual progrefs of labour, at length
clofes your complicated fcene of mirth and anxiety ; you deliver
your patient, and proceed to the fubfequencies (fecundem artem)
all which having concluded to general admiration, and received
ten thoufand thanks and bleflings from your fubject, you convey
a pecuniary bope for future fervices into the hand of the nurfe, take
a tender leave of your patient, with a promife of feeing her again
in proper time, drop an attrating nod of obedience to the fur-

rounding
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rounding females, and meecting the hufband at the bottom of the
{tairs, congratulate him upon his fon or his daughter; flightly
hint the difficulty of the cafe, the danger you apprehended, the
fatigue you had undergone, all which is not worthy a thought,
perfeéily bappy in an event that contributes fo largely to the hap-
pinefs of him and his family.

That part of the work being completed, that moft depended
upon the efforts of Nature, it becomes your duty to promote your
own intereflt by every exertion of art. Should, after your de-
parture, any bemorrage enfue, inevitable danger will be appre-
hended, the patient will be reduced, the friends alarmed, and you,
in the moments of dreadful anxiety, be immediately fent for ; this
lucky c;'rfmlrg,’?aucg will operate to your earneft wifh ; it will afford
ample fcope for your molt fertile invention, and happily introduce
a long lift of fyptics, anodynes, and all thofe neceflary concomitants
that give a profitable complexion to the bufinefs, by enlarging
your hopes, protrating the cafe, and encreafing the danger.

However, fhould this favourable circumitance not occur, your
privilege is by no means curtailed; you immediately commence
your previous intentional operation of difpatching a fufficiency of

balfamic
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balfamic anodyne draughts, « to promote and mitigate the feverity
“ of after pains, that very much difirefs the patient.” Thefe
draughts {hould be continued every four hours at leafl, and as a fuf-
ficient quantity of that excellent (and cheap) medicine, fperma-
ceti, cannot be well diffolved in each draught, without rendering
it too vifcid in confiftence, it will be peculiarly advantageous to
you (as well as the patient) to let them be accompanied with
bolufes to be taken at the fame time, compofled of pulv. fperma—
confect. alkermes, &c.—Let the adminiftration of thefe medicines be
entirely regulated by the temper, docility, and recovery of your
{ubject ; having it ever in mind, that it is neither your duty or
intereft to make the leaft obfervation upon their being no longer
neceflary, till their frequent ufe is complained of by the patient
fufferer ; and even then you are favoured by fortune in a plea,
that you ‘¢ are new under the abfolute neceflity of making un-
“ avoidable alterations for the prevention of the milk, or puerperal
““ fever, which you very much apprehend may enfue.” That it
is an invariable rule with you, never to recommend the ufe: of
medicines, but where they are highly neceffary ; in the prefent
inftance, it is your duty, from the motive of gratitude, to he

equally
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equally circumfpect, for the promotion of ber kealth and your own
reputation.

To effe¢t every defirable purpofe, a gentle diaphorefis muft be
fupported, to prevent obfiructions and promote the neceflary
excretions; to procure which, you muft entreat moft earnefily
an implicit obedience to your directions, which from a variety
of unpleafant fymptoms becomes indifpenfible. To carry which
point in a fiill greater degree, renew, at every vifit, your atten-
tions to the nurfe (who in your abfence is a vortex of knowledge,
in your prefence all obedience) her approbation of your conduct,
and good opinion of your praétice muft be obtained at any price ;
it becomes with you a confideration of greater magnitude than
your patient’s recovery; for fhould death no longer permit Ler
prefence in the fcene of fublunary events, you lofe one patient only ;
but with the good opinion and recommendation of the murfe, va-
nifhes hundreds of patients in embiyo, to be brought forth by the
influence of her exaggerated reports of your incredible abilities.

The nurfe once fecured and attached to your intereft, becomes
an admirable inftrument for the promotion of all your defigns, {he
embraces every opportunity to firengthen your directions, and

urges
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urges (as you have done) the continuation of medicine, « till,
< with the blefling of Ged, her miftrefs is quite fet up and
¢« upon her legs again,” A ‘proper refiection upon thefe fub-
jects will convince you (even in the infancy of your embarka-
tion) that a midwifery cafe in a good family is no bad thing, and
made the moft of, with the occafional aid of perpetual cardiacs,
~—balfamics,—carminatives, and anodynes, to eafe and “ quiet the
“ the child,” every time it coughs, or belches, conftitutes a har-
velt of induftry and political neceffity, that the world in general
is very little acquainted with.,

Previous to the clofing of the curtain, you have {till an addi-
tional chance for more depredations upon the unfortunate
hufband ; fhould jfagnant milk eccalion a coagulum in the lafeals,
conftituting a furgency of the breafts, threatening a formation
of matter, fippuraiion becomes almoft unavoidable, and you
promote it accurding-}y; this leads to certain operalion, daily
dreflings, &c. all tend to encreafe your intereft, and give you
the enjoyment of a temporary monopoly in the joint practice
of midwifery, furgery, and phyfic.

F TO
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TO:THE . APOTHECARY.

T HE varieties of your paft, as well as the perfonal requi-
fites for your future deftination, are of fuch a panto-
mimic and party-coloured complexion, that I cannot proceed
to a recital fo truly rifible, without firlt offering you, in the
lines of Woty, a predominant trait in my own charaéfer,

¢ T love to laugh, though Care ftand frowning bye,

¢ And pale Misfortune rolls her meagre eye.”
Thus happily difpofed to thofe brilliant fallies of mirth, that
almoft renovate life, and fet melancholy at defiance, you will
be the lefs liable to furprife, that I fhall defcend to the very
minutiz of your neceflary qualifications, for the fupport of fo
arduous and complicated a charaéter as you are now going to
perform upon the theatre of life.

It is.very natural to conclude you have, during the tedious

years of initiation as an apprentice, and your more mature

{ervices



fervices as a journeyman, (politely ycleped afliftant) whether in
the metropolis, or the country, gone through every degree of
drudgery, and feelingly experienced every indignity, that info-
lent pride could beflow, or patient merit receive. Not an inferior
truft (of the inferior part of the faculty) but you have carried
into execution, from the injeCtion of an enema in a garret, to
the feparation of an emplafirum wveficatorium in a workhoufe.
Thefe are offices of humanity and fervice to your fellow
creatures, that do you immortal honour ; they are retrofpec-
tives that form an epoch in the mind of every practitioner, and
afford him the powerful confolation of facred truth, «“He that
<t humbleth himfelf,” 8&c. by which rule, and the force of a
fertile imagination, any apothecary may conceive himfelf a ply-
Jician, even in the adminiftration of a glyfler. In this hofpitable
execution (taken metaphorically) there cannot be fuppofed the
leaft indignity; for it is univerfally known the greatefl and
moft prudent generals are in the rear during the heat of battle;
and we are again taught ferioufly to believe ¢ the laft fhall be
“« firft,” &c. fo that you have every way, (by both faith and
Fg Jervices)
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fervices) infured a religious and prophetic hope of prefer-
ment.

- Having for many years encountered the worf, you are now
prepared for the bef? ; and bidding adieu to the rigid rules of
auftere mafters, embark upqn your own foundation, qualified

for every medical confultation, from the bedchamber of a

ditlchefs dotwager to the fubterraneous refidence of her chair
man. You have, at this period, not only {haken off the {hackles
of fervitude, but the very recollection of your long ftanding
culinary conneétions, In your various changes of refidence,
tedious peregrinations, and medical obfervations, it is natural
to conclude, you have acquired by care, ftudy, and attention,
a competent’ knowledge of almoft every tint in the picture of
life ; which, with embellifhments, derived from a few courfes
under fome of the metropolitan letturers, and bofpital attendance,
to qualify you for the complication of country practice, there is
no doubt but you come from the forge properly formed, to
make wrong appear right, and right wrong, in the face of every
old woman in the county where you are going to refide,

Exclufive
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Exclufive of thefe qualifications, and the many infiructions.
already introduced under the two preceding heads (to which
you may occafionally refer) there are a great variety that muft
be advanced for your particular ufe, and to thole you will, no
doubt, pay every proper attention, if you indulge the leaft de-
fire to become a popular member of the faculty. In refpect to
perfonal appearance, former diftin¢tions and peculiarities are in
fome degree levelled, the world is very much relaxed in its fe-
feverities, and the apothecary mixes with the general herd of
mankind, without thofe diftinguilhing exteriors that were his
profeflional charaéteriftics. The gilt-headed cane and enormous
taflel are no longer in ufe ; the jfull-bottom wig, that fo univer-
{ally ornamented the os frontis of the faculty in general, is now
almoft laid afide with inferior clafles, and engroffed by the col-
lege. ‘The apothecary (particularly in the country) is in every
refpect free from the illiberal cenfure of former times, and
treading clofe upon the heels of the parfon and the lawyer, en-
joys, without refiraint, the chace, the gun, the bottle, and bona-
roba,  Thele, if you are of a volatile difpofition and amorous

conftitution,
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conftitution, afford (at feafonable opportunities) a happy and
high relithed relaxation from the many feverities of medical
pmé‘tice..

Having fixed upon your intended fpot for embarkation, let
every timught be employed to difplay an attrading uniformity
in the difpofition of your apparatus, for the claptrap of public
approbation ; and though that great i-m-'eﬁigator of human na-
ture has beautifully portrayed ¢ a beggarly account of emply boxes,”
yet they become immediately neceffary to your prelent pur~
pofe ; it not being his bufinefs to explain the folly and extra-
vagance of your placing any thing of confequence there, be-
fore you was experimentally convinced you fhould have occa-
fion for its ufe. Let there be a profufion of appearance ; the jbell
of a thop is not very expenfive, and druggifis are fo numerous,
that you may be expeditioully fupplied whenever circumfiances
require it.—The bottles (being tranfparent) become more im-
mediately in need of fomeihing in each, particularly a few of
thofe articles (as hartfhorn, lavender, &c.) that are in common

requeft. The lower drawers (within reach) may be labelled

with
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with ebfolete titles, and in each placed various paper parcels of
bran or faw-dufl, to avoid a chance of the farcalm upon the fa-
culty by a countryman, who happened to be left alone fome
time in the fhop of an ‘apothecary, and whofe curiofity being
excited by the gréat number of drawers, was powerfully
prompted to open one labelled « Thus,” which finding emf!y,
he was induced to try afecond, [l the fame ; athird, the fame
alfo~Oh! oh! fays he, ¢« I fee plain enough how it is, they
are all Thus.”. “Your fhop being at length finifhed in a ftile
modern and firiking, let a green filk curtain (with brafs rods
and rings) he aflixed to your window; it is an excellent method
of conveying an idea of internal myftery, and infpiring propor-
tionate external curiofity. Let no paltry diffidence appear in the
board over your door, announcing your name and qualifica-
tions; there are great numbers that can’t diftinguith finall
letters at a diftance, to avoid which inconvenience, let the cae
pitals be as confpicuous as the canvas figures at a country
puppet-thew.

¢ Thus far before the wind;” and being (as it is natural to

conclude)
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conclude) not greatly engaged, it becomes your immediate
attention to wait perfonally upon the different overfeers of the
furrounding parifhes, and give them moft forcibly to under-
ftand, they have been for many years the fubjects of im-
pofition ; but you having more houefly than the whole body of
the faculty, will undertake to farm the medical {uperintendance
of the poor, at half the annual fum it has ever colt the inha-
bitants before. This political firoke will excellently anfwer
both your purpofes, for overfeers in general care not how little
they pay ; and you being profeffionally callous to the tears of
poverty and diftrefs, care not how little you give for their
money.
Tartar emetic—Pulv. contray. c.~Pulv. nitri, and Pulv. jalapii
—are medicines admirably calculated for the confiitutions of the
poor ; and thirty or forty fhillings a year in thofe articles, will
be fufficient for the confumption of five or fix parifhes ; with the
additional advantage of rendering wials unneceflary, a confidera-
tie::-':u of fome confequence, when it it is remembered they are

now double their former price. Thefe parochial connections

will
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will be productive of advantage in more ways than one, for
as the unhappy paupers will be conftantly feen at your door,
it will afford all the appearance of fudden popularity.
Oftentatious parade, and perfonal confequence, muft be
your leading traits, and never loft fight of ; a cauple of horfes
will contribute largely to thefe objects ; not that you are ex-~
pected to degrade the dignity of your profeflion, by riding,
like Hughes or Aftley, fwo at a time, but their appearance
will conftitute an admirable fhew of bufinefs in being rode

alternately ; and as moft young men who have not been long

their own mafters, are fond of difplaying their perfons on
the outfide of a borfe, you may exultingly not only « feed fat”
the propenfity, but the general run of your mechanical
neighbours (who fee no farther than the tips of their nofes,
and are cver caught by appearances) will erroneoufly fup-
pofle you are viliting fome of the firlt charaéters in the coun-
ty. As it will be now highly derogatory for you to ftain
your hands with any menial fervices, procure fpeedily a jour-

G neyman
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neyman (alias affiftant) to enhance your own weight ; if there
is at prefent nothing for him to do, the curtain, before re-
commended, will obfcure his indolence from the prying eye
of public curiofity.

No part of the faculty having ever heen remarkable fof
the regularity or fervency of their devotions, your prefence at
ghurch will confequently not be expected (particularly after
the impreflions you have made of being perpetually engaged)
unlefs you politically appear there at two or three aiﬁ'erent
times, merely for the eonvenience of being called out &y your
awn direffion, at the {iill and mnﬂ aﬁfu] part of the fervice;
a circumftance that will tell much to your ﬁdfantﬂge witla
every {uperannuated old woman in the parifh. Take parti-
cular care that :,‘B-u.t" horfe is conftantly brought to your door
on the fabbath day, juft as the neighbours are pafling to
ehurch, and there paraded fome time previous to your ap-
pearance, which te every weak mind will have its effedts ;
and be equally careful to meafure the fteps of your lorfe, by

the



[ 43 ]

the hands of your waich, fo that whether your journey is ac-
cidentally long, or intentionally {hort, you return juft at the
moment of their difmiflion from the religious conventicle,
In pafling the whole body of inhabitants, be firictly careful
of your felf confequence—a bow of fignificant refpeét to two
or three of the fuperiors, may be applicable and confiftent—
but no familiarity with, or knowledge of, the multitude ;

the greater your offentation and indifference, the more feruile
will be their admiration and refpect.

By no means form any hafty or inconfiderate matrimonial
connection ; you will derive many advantages at firft from a life
of celibacy ; there are always a variety of juvenile females in
the country (as well as the metropolis) who confidering them-
felves every way qualified to conftitute doéfar’s ladies, will moft
indufirioufly throw themfelves in your way upon every occa-
fion, that their: perfonal attractions may not efcape your ob-
fervation. To families where there are daughters, nieces, or
coufins, who conceive themfelves ripe for the gordian knot, you

G 2 may
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may affure yourfelf of being called in a fhort time; for as
you are fuch “«a charming man” in your appearance, (and
fo admirably fitting for a hufband) there can’t be the leaft
reafon to doubt your profeffional qualifications.

You may perhaps fiart fome doubts, (or confcientious
qualms may arife) how thefe appearances are to be fupported
in the infancy of bufinefs, without any great perfonal pro-
perty to fanttion or juftify the attempt; in fuch diffidence
you perfectly difplay, not only your pufillanimity, but want
of knowledge and experience ; for certainly out of the above
defcription of females, who will conftantly pay court to your
confequence, and by a thoufand modes folicit your attention,
furely fome one of the beff poffefions may be obtained, whofe
fortune, and advantage of family conneétion, may anfwer your
moft fanguine expe@ations: but fhould fate confpire againfi
you in both bufinefs and marriage, you will have the confola~
tion of having made a bold pufb, and failing in the attempt,
you only become a fafhionable adventurer, and gratefully
pay your creditors nothing in the pound,

Having
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Having gone through a chain of circumftances and in-
ftructions, neceflary for the fupport of your public appear-
ance, it will be naturally expected I fhall revert to the medes
of behaviour that are to conftitute your private character, in
the profeflional tranfactions that you conclude will daily oc-
cur. Firft, let it be your conftant obfervance to be equally
referved and difficult of accels—whenever your opinion is
required, even in your own fhop, appear there with tedious
reluétance, as if privacies of the utmoft confequence prevented
your earlier attendance ; this will not only add to your me-
dical weight, but raife your reputation for good breeding and
intercourfe with the polite world; for it is univerfally known,
none but the inferior orders are introduced to each other
without ceremony ; it would be therefore highly ridiculous in
you to practife a mode of behaviour in ufe only with the
lowelt claffes of mankind.

Never leave home without letting your horfe be held long
enough at the door to be obferved by the furrounding neigh-

' bours ;
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bours; the moft i:riﬂiug indication of hufinefs is a point'in
your favoir, and ought by no means to be omitted. By
the invariable good effect of which rule, no meflfenger what-
ever fhould arrive from the country for medicines, but he
mulft be detained as long as poffile ; his preparations (hould
never be ready when called for; on the {:-:mtra;ry, his horfe
{hould be hung or held at the door for half an hour at lealt ;
a double advantageis derived from this neceflary cantion—the
horfe at the door will prove a ftriking object to the public,
and the meflenger will aflure the family you attend, that
nothing but your great hurry occafioned the delay in his
veturn.

It will be firi¢tly proper for you, upon all occafions, to
preferve the moft inflexible ferenity of countenance, even to
eéxtreme gravity ; and this injunction becomes the more im-
mediately neceflary, as there area valt variety of unexpeéted
caufes for laugiﬁer, to which you will be open, in the fre-
quent applications of unpolithed ruftics, for your great opinion

and
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and afliftance. One clafs will « beg the favour of you to fus
« [eribe for their complaints ; another < hopes you won’t be
¢ offended, but he is come to infult }*5[1 upon his cafe ;” thele
inftances are fo exceedingly common, that you will often
meet with them, where they are leaft expeted, There now
lives an alderman, in a very capital town and place of royal
refidence, who, a few years fince, labouring under an epidemic
complaint, was told that {ymptoms were alarming, and a
glyfler was unavoidably necellary; to which reprefentation he
expoltulated, begging the apothecary « to lay afide his in-
# tention, and give him any thing to fake imvardly; but for
God's fake, to have no cutting and flaying.”— Another of the
fame learned body corporate (for they have both kiffed the
K—g’s hand) faid “ he bore the feverity of his complaint
“ with more patience, now he was manured to 1t.”

To prove the frt::queﬁcy of thefe accidental flips, it is im-
poflible. to refift the prefent temptation of introducing a few

more, that eccnrsto memory in the prefent recital, A lad

upmj
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upon the borders of Northamptonfhire, being fent in the
night to a medical practitioner at Banbury, and calling him
out of bed, told him, * he mult come immediately to his
« miftrefs, for fhe had got a Viflula!”——<¢ Where? I
“ anoé” % No, Zir, in the next parifh to’t.”

In an exeurfion to Surry, I was folicited in a pariih near
Chertfey, to give my advice to a mafter carpenter there, who
had been a long time indifpofed ; but my prefcription having
had the defired effect, and the poor man getting abroad,
he very gratefully declared to all his friends, « I was the befl
“ mufician that ever came into the country.”—In the county
of Berks, an elderly woman came to confult me upon the
bad ftate of her daughter’s health; and after animadverting
upon {ymptoms, told me in a whifper, « that her daughter
“ was to have been married to a young man fome time
¢ fince ; but fomething happening to break it off, fhe really
« believed "twas nature turned inward in ber.”

Paying a vifit, in my earlier days, to the lady of a good

old
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old country alderman of a borough in Hertfordfhire, fhe,
after many auloward apologies for the indelicacy of the fub--
je&, tremblingly told me, « fhe had been very uneafy for-
« fome days, with a violent heat in her firmament.”—By way of
fupprefling thoferifible emotions in my difpofition I have before:
deferibed, 1, for a moment, changed the fubject, by enquiring
the health of her hufband; to which fhe replied, with:
thanks, ¢ he was exceedingly well, but gone to make an
excrefcence into the country;” plunged deeper in difficulty,
and nearer the laugh than before, which was now become
hard to fupprefs, I applied myfelf to her fhuff-box, then on-:
the table, and pafling a few encomiums on its neatnefs, the
faid, it was very much admired, being a gypfey’s pimple fet in-
pinch-gut,

You will, no doubt, be now prepared for fuch unex-
petted mifapplication of words, fuch fublimity of expre(fion,
and regulate the rigidity of your frontal mufelesaccordingly';
when- called to a- patient, lét your perfonal addrefs and’

H behaviouy



behaviour be modelled entirely by the ftate of his properiy ;
if heis }'afu‘ Juperior in rank and condition, every action of
yours muft denote it molt {irikingly ;—you approach with
refpecl—you dictate with fubmiffion—your mildnels and qgffected
penetration muft be perceptible in all your enquiries, making
the moft ferupulous obfervations how far you feem to gain
upon the credulity and good opinion of your fubject, taking
leave with all thofe attratting expreflions of tendernefs and
{ympathy, (highly tin¢tured with refpect) that may give
your patient a favourable idea of the integrity, it can never
be your intereft to poffefs.

On the contrary, when your advice and affiftance is re-
quired to a patient, whole feelings are equally wounded by
bodily affliction and the barbed arrow of adverlity, you may
fafely reverfe the whole mode of behaviour, and put into
practice your perfonal pride, even to perfect impudence.
This will be in many refpets a confiftency of conduct ; it
will be convincing them, as you have nothing to hope from

their
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qﬁi’uénre, you have certainly nothing to fear from their
poverty.

Let what will be the condition of your patient, you are
not to act as fome few confcientious practitioners do, ex=-
plaining what you conceive to be the nature of the cafe,
original caufe of complaint, or from what operation you
expect expeditious relief ; this may be the beft practice with
thofe unfafhionable formal old fellows, who received their
medical infiructions near half a century fince, and pique
themfelves upon what they call their integrity ; but it will be
perfectly illiberal in you, who have received a more modern
and polifhed education. Ambiguity, and true medical myf-
tery, will be your belt guide upon every occafion; by not
naming the cale, or caufe of complaint, you can never be ac-
cufed of having miflaken it; and by letting the property of
the medicine you adminifter remain a matter of fecrecy with
all but yourfelf, you referve the incontrovertible power of
faying, it has had the very effei? you intended,” whether it

He operates
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operates by wvomit, flool, urine, perfpiration, or fleep : thefe are
precautions a wife man always takes, a fool never, and may
be deemed fomething fimilar to the conduét of Bayes's
troops in the Rehearfal, who, the warlite meflenger faid,
4 were ftealing a march in ffilts.”

During the indifpofition of your patient, ‘tis your duty
4o think much more of the emolument that will arife from
the protraftion of his cafe, than the expedience of his cure,
You muft have it ever in mind, that he has paid you the
the greatelt compliment -:mu man can poflibly pay another
on earth ; he has placed an implicit confidence, and entrufted
you with the care of dis conftitution and the key of his cafh;
in fadt, he has put both his/ife and property into your hﬁn-:ls;
and the refpeét you owe to felf-prefervation renders it necef-
fary you make the moft of both. Let your attachment to his
health and intereft be demonftrated by the frequency of your
attendance ; it will be impoflible for you to give a greater
proof of your difinierefled friendfhip, than by your large

and
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and conftant fupplies of different medicines; too great a
quantity, too great a variety cannot be introduced ; they all
tend to a promotion of your emolument, and the fum total
‘of your bill will be confidered a firiking prosf of your merit
and affiduity.

If you find the family and friends not perfectly fatisfied
with your conduct, that there is the leaft coolnefs and difcon-
tent perceptible, or fymptoms of prefent or approaching dan-
oer, ftrongly recommend the prefence of a better opinion in
the form of a phyfician; this will prove an exertion of the
founde(t policy—double the quantity of medicines will be
thrown into bis prefcription for the promotion of yaur inte-
reft, an act that the prefent danger will amply juftify, and

{hould the unhappy vi¢tim be doomed

« To.pafs that beurne,
¢ From whence no traveller returns,”
You have nobly and fkilfully flipped your neck out of the
collar, and left all the credit of £illing (as you really ought to
do)
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do) to your fuperior, whofe diploma entitles him to the prefer-
ence ; and, wice verfa, Thould you perceive the patient and
family become dupes to your affected fincerity, and that you
are dai]}r.raiﬁng yourfelf in their eftimation, eret a {tructure
of profeflional applaufe upon the bafis of their credulity ; infi-
nuate every poflible degree of felf praife, and fet the advice
of a phyfician in the moft contemptible point of view.—Af-
fect unlimited attachment to the intereft of your patient, and
fay, « you would recommend much better advice than your
own, if you could do it with a confcientious confiftency ; bat
it had ever been an opinion of yours (which was ftill unal-
tered ) if the apothecary could not plunder a family figficiently,
the better method would be to adopt a confultation, when it
might be done to a ceriainty.”

This open manner of dealing inftantly enhances you in the
eftimation of patient and friends, and you will confequently
ftand fo high in opinion that you may proceed” delibe-
rately in your Jpuils without interruption, for where there

are



are no daily fees (fwallowed up in the vorfex of the college)
your more trifling depredations will not be confidered as
matters of medical magnitude or impolition.

In all kinds of inferior practice render every look, every
thought and action, fubfervient to your general intent of
perfonal rank and pecuniary confequence; it muft be your
particular ftudy to inculcate every idea in the lower clafs, of
your great penetration and abilities; by your minute invef-
tigations, crofs-examinations, and applicable nods of fignifi-
cance (implying the molt extenfive knowledge) you will dif-
cover remote fymptoms, that once explained to the complain-
ing patient, will give them reafon to believe (which they very
readily do) you are a fupernatural agent ; and one jfool of this
denomination, who firmly believes you know the ftate of his
health by the wrinkles in his forebead, or the cloud in his urine,
will foon infeét a whole county with the certainty of your in-
fallible qualifications. This opinion once founded, the effect
is abfolutely incredible, an inftance of which may be found

in
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in various parts of England, but more particularly in a very:
large and populous town, not forty miles weft of the metro-
polis, where fowls from every part of the county are con-
ftantly driving (their pockets laden with chamber-lye) to a.
famous infpetor of wrinals, vulgarly denominated a- pifs-pot
doétor, who, to magnify the report of his incredible {kill and
penetration, has adopted a certain method to impofe upornr
the minds of the multitude, and prey upon the little pecu-
niary collections they can make, to become the dupes of his
villainy and their own infatuation.

The mode of impofitien, I fhall explain in a fact as com=
municated by one of his moft intimate friends, and leave the
ftory itfelf to applaud his ingenuity : —He has (in a very ref-
pectable habitation) a fmall private room, to which every pa=
tient or meiﬁanger 15 conducted (upon a plea that the doffor
15 not at home, or is particularly engaged) here an emii-
fary (as if cafually) afking certain queftions, hears'the whole
flory, examines the urine, and defcends to particulars—the

daéar
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doétor is in theadjoining apartment (calculated by a thin par-
tition and certain openings, invifible to the unfufpecting vi-
fitor) where he minutely hears the entire converfation ; the
neceflary fecrets being obtained, he makes his appearance
with the moft commanding afpect; at this awful ceremony,
the fafcinated patient almoft feels the effect of aAniMAL MaG-
NETISM 3 the approach of fo much wifdom deprives him for a
moment of fpeech, and the poor devil undergoes a kind of
temporary annihilation. An inftance of this occurred not long
fince, when a country fellow having journeyed twelve miles
to the doctor with a bottle of his wife’s chryftal JSream, com-
municated the neceffary particulars to the agent, when the
doéter, in pofleflion of the fecret, made his appearance.-
«« Well, friend I”"—¢ I have brought your honour my wife’s
« water, fhe could not r¢ft any longer without your device”—
— Your wife’s water-—very well---let me fee!----aye, 1
« perceive the has bruifed ber fhoulder.”---¢ Yes, Sir, fhe has
¢ indeed.”---¢ By this water (it is perfectly clear) fhe has

1 « fallen
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“ fallen down flairs.”’-==< Yes, your honour !”--=¢ She is not
“ injured in any other part by the fall #’---< Only complains.

« a little at the dattom of ber belly, your honour.”---<¢ Well,

¢ fhe fell from the top of the ftairs to the bottom, I fee #”--=

“ No, your honour, fhe had gone down two fteps before fhe
“ fell.”———¢ Indeed | why then you have not brought me all
“ ‘ber qvater.’--= No;, your honour, there was a little the
« bottle would not hold.”s-~* Why then, firrah, the two
% flairs are left behind.”----This circumfitance, (of a thou-
fand that might be quoted) is fufficient to demeonfirate the
ridiculous credulity of the multitude in all matters of quack-
ery, and leaves us to lament, that the ignorance of one clafs,
fhould become fo wretched a prey to the deliberate vil--
lainy of another..

The long experience you have had, in charging and poft-
ing your accompts, under different mafters of equal judg-
ment and experience, leaves little room for inftrunction under
that head ; it may however not prove inapplicable to remind.

you,.



you, it is no matter how incoherent or unintelligible the
#ri:irg is, provided your figures are bold and confpicusus ; fo
long as you an convince them how much they bave to pay,
it is a total matter of indilference to you, how much they
have received.

There is one caution however exceedingly neceflary to be
advanced, to prevent your becoming fubject to a reproof
given by the celebrated Dean Swift to his apothecary, for
prefuming to be handfomely paid for the confidence of put-
ting himfelf upon an equality with his fuperiors. This is
the impropriety of letting the word * jfits” conflitute a
part of your charge, inftead of the more modeft term of
“ journeys,” or * atiendance.”

The Dean having been afilicted with a long and fevere fit
of illnels, requefted, foon after recovery, the apothecary’s
bill ; which having  perufed, and finding a fum total very
much beyond his expectation, he proceeded to diffection, and

perceiving almoft every third article to announce the honeur
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of a « vifit,” at five fhillings each, he fatirically adopted the
following plan to punifth Mr. Emetic, for what the Dean con-
fidered a piece of confummate aflurance.---Having required
his attendance to receive his clmnaﬁi he paid down a certain
fum of money, which the mortified apothecary continued to
tell over, and repeatedly compare with the figures denoting
the fiun total ; but {till continuing fo fell and compare, without
feeming to get at all nearer the point of fatisfaction, the
Dean, in compaffion to the confufion he vifibly laboured un-
der, obferved, as he did not feem to be perfeétly clear in his
arrangement of the accompt, he would fet him right.---If
he would but dedu¢t the amount of the « vifits” from the
fum total of his bil}, he would find it exaétly right; for
being now pretty well recovered, he intended paying him his
“ ifils” again one at a time.

You will now naturally conclude every infiruction that can
be poflibly neceflary, has been fubmitted to your confidera-

tion, for the promotion of your profperous and profitable

career
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carcer through the medical journey of life; it is not fo; for
although we have gone through the ufual forms of ficknels,
to either recovery or death, there is ftill one remark necel-
fary, to the completion of confiftency, in your profeflional
character. Itis a few obfervations, in derifion of that truly
contemptible burlefque upon propriety, in following the
corps of your patient to the grave; a folly originating in
ignorance, and eftablithed by cuffom; a circumftance fo truly
ridiculous and farcical, that it did not efcape tlie penetratiorn
and farcaftic wit of our Ariftophanes of the prefent century,
- avho attacked it with the full force of his fatire, in the de-
{cription given by a taylor, in one of his celebrated comedies,
who fays, “ as he was'gaing home to a cultomer with a pair
« of breeches under his arm, he perceived his neighbour
“ Gargle, the apothecary, following a corps to the grave,—
“ {o fays he, Malfter Gargle, I fee you are going home with
¢ your work teo.” The juftice of thi.s remark renders the
circumftance fo truly ridiculous, that it is a matter of admi-

ration,
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ration, how any man of the molt common underftanding
can ever fubmit to an indignity fo truly laughable. It cer-
tainly bears the appearance of your not being content with
preying upon the property of the deceafed, during their laft
hours of fublunary aflliction, but you meanly purfue their
very remains to the grave, and obtain a paltry hatband and
gloves, at the expence of decency and difcretion. Exclufive
of this very firiking obftacle, there is one of equal weight in
the fcale of your profeflional reputation—it certainly can add
none to the eminence of your character, that the contents of
the coffin was publickly known to be a {ubjett of your fkill
and experimental praclice.

You will certainly experience fome difficulty in evading a
compliance with many requefts, made to you for this pur-
pofe; but I would recommend it to you to encounter dif-
pleafure, rather than become the dupe of fo great an abfur-
dity. To inculcate by example, what 1 have firongly re-
commended in precept, you may be aflured, that I have,

during
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during my long practice, retained fo great an averfion to this
inconfiftency of character, that [ rendered ‘myfelf totally in-
-;‘ap:«':bk: of compliance, by never having in polleflion a fuit of
mourning ; this refource has always proved my never failing
friend, when no other apology would be accepted ; and by
never feeming to recollect the want till a few hours before the
fumeral, a wrirten apology has always proved a refpeltable
fubfiitute, to which there was no alternative.

Having defcended to the very minutie of a long, extenlive,
and fuccefsful pradtice, to form your mind, and regulate
your manners in every profeflional tranfaction of your life,
I cannot doubt, but rules fo directly confonant to your per-
fonal intereft and reputation, will receive every affiftance from
your unerring confiftency and perfeverance, conveying a per-
feét corroboration of the gratitude you feel, for the intrinfie:

worth of {o liberal and friendly a communication.
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THE CHYMISTS AND DRUGGISTS.

IT will create no furprife that you bring up the rear of
this medical cxlﬁb&ti&n. when it is remembered that the
moft opulent, eminent, or refpeftable, generally clofe every
public proceflion.—You are to the faculty, what the bhammer-
man is to the forge ; you are in fact the arterial refervoir, from
whofe fource flow the rich {ireams, that feed the venal divifions
in every branch of the profeflion, whether in town or coun-
try. To the fertility of your genius, to the extent of your
commerce, to the enterprifing {pirit of your pecuniary em-
barkations, the faculty are indebted for the great variety
and firiking novelties, that render them fo much the fubjeéts
of admiration,
You happily derive your affluence from dealing innocently
around you the various #ffruments of death, with an in-

difference
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difference that fufficiently exculpates you from the fulpicion
of murder, even as accaflaries before the fadt.—Your conftant
and extenfive inventions (for the promotion of private emo-
lument and public good ) rank you high in general eftimation,
and you prudently recommend yourfelves to the attention of
the moft learned, by your very frequent and extraordinary dif~
coveries—Your advertifements (with which almoft every
literary vehicle teems) are alike calculated to excite ‘wonder
and approbation ; they feem to indicate proofs, that you alone
exceed the limits of human penetration, and difplay a hope
of perpetual exiftence, by fetting mortality at defiance ; Iike a
groupe of defperate bazard. players, you are “at all in the
“ring,” and with a degree of emulative oppofition to each
ather, produce from your alembics—bolt beads, and balucum
arenes; antidotes-te every ill: the-only ray of confolation to
the lefs learned is, that death (often an unexpected vifitor)
opens the eyes of the world ¢o the arts of your deception,
and you flide into the grave with the calm and unobferved

K obfcurity
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ebfcurity of your neighbours, The wonderful extent of your
fertile abilities are conftantly conveyed to public attention,
through the pompous medium of ¢ Letters Patent” and
¢ Royal Authority,” that are at length become (from the
higher arts) the falhionable introduction to a breecbes bail ; a
linlure for the tooth ach ; a blacking cake, or a gamboge borfe ball.

While I lament this degradation, this proftitution of pa-
tronage, to fuch trifling, fuch contemptible efforts of flerility, 1
cannot but confider how gratefully, how extenfively, you are
bound to a credulous and indulgent public, who implicitly
fanction with their patronage, every productien of genius o
dullnefs, whether in a philofophic taper, a concentrated acid of
vinegar, or a falt of lemons ;. they are undoubtedly difcoveries
of immenfe magnitude to the public at large; and experience
has fufficiently proved, that fo much pafrictic virtuve fhould
weet its own reward.

Nothwith{tanding the fuperiority and extent of your know-
ledge, fo vifibly difplayed in the fublimity of your frequent

experiments,
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experiments, that have raifed you to fuch a great degree of
profeflional eminence, there may yet be fome profitable prin-
ciples of practice, inculcated by a long and ftudious obferver,
that will evidently add to your emeluments, if not to the en-
creafe of your reputations.

Your peculiar modefly may have prevented your attaining
the utmoft perfeftion of your art, and left you firangers to
the very great and undifcovered advantages, that the pri-
vileges of your profeflion fo fingularly entitle you to; for
though you may hitherto have reconciled yourfelves to a
paltry mechanical profit of thirty-five or forty per cent. what
law forbids you making the ¢ moft of your market,” and
enhancing thofe profits to fuch ftate, as may beft accord with
your idea and gratification of city eminence——rural eafe—ex-
ternal appearance, and domeftic hofpitality? To infure thefe
comforts to a certainty, accept fuch infiructions, (as clofely
adhered to) will inevitably produce the purpofes for which
they are introduced.

Ke Hitherto,
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Hitherto, a firanger to the happy effeéts of neceffary
adulteration, it may not be inapplicable to fay a few words
upon its. numerous advantages; firft,-at your-embarkation
you fhould adopt it'as the ultimatum of -all your profeflional
views, and render it as fubfervient to your wifhes, as the
lover’s invariable obfervance of ¢« perfevere and conquer,” is-to
his. Adulteration has many plealing advantages annexed.to.
its practice; by the applicable introeduétion.of an harmlefs in~
gredient, you may reduce the dangerous property of a
draftic purgative, and render a. powerful poifon lefs deftrnc-
tive ; by fuch acts you will enjoy the inexpreflible confola--
tion of howrly contributing to.the fafety, of. your fellow—
creatures,, in, exertions. of. bumanity, that will. do you the,
graateft honour,

The prelude to the Pharmacoperia, {ufficiently. informs -vou,.
the College of Wigs are empowered by, royal fanction to in=
vent, or conftitute forms, and the cabinet to enforce them ;.
but your fuperior knowledge fets [uch arbitrary ditation at.

defiance,,
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defiance, and your pradfical arts will ever fuperfede their
thieoretical penetration. Let them happily enjoy the power to
alter names, and improve forms of all the compofitions i
that laughable farrago, their new difpenfatory ; they have the
province to direct, and you have the pleafure to evade ; obey-
ing their injunétions no farther than is {irictly confiftent with
your own intereft and convenience. To affift the aptitude
of your fertility, let me introduce to j*c::-ur attention {as fpe-
cimens of what may be done) fome few of the advantageous
alterations that may be madé in medicinal comperfition, to
promote your certain emolument, without arraigning your
integrity.

In that expenfive preparation confeffio cardiaca (newly
named by college fagacity confeitio aromatica) opportunity’
offers to difplay a part of your privilege in {ubftituting the
ufe of faffron paper; which will impart to the compofition the
rich colour of the original crocus; for thole other high priced
articles cardamoms,. cinramen, nutmegs, and cloves, applicablé

and!
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and proportional quantities of thofe cheaper (and equally
elficacious) cordials and carminatives, ginger, grains of para-
(_1’5';%, or any of the inferior fpices may be added. In large
preparations of the eleiarium lenitivum, an introduétion of the
pulp of prunes for the pulp of caffia, will fave much additional
cxpence and trouble.---In the fjrupus e fpina cervina, treacle
is certainly preferable to the fineft lump fugar, with this ad-

vantage, that the predominant naufea will prevent the dif-
covery. :
Experience will convince you that J?;irfms c. ¢. (per f2)
obtained i:-y diftillation from the accumulated ftale urine of a
parifh workhoufe, or the bones of animals, will be by far
preferable to that drawn from the pureft cornu cervi; as are
the rafura c. ¢ from the fhank bones of horfes, or cows,
preferable to all other.—=Sp. terebinthine (carefully and pro-
pc:rtionall}r incorporated) becomes an admirable aflociate
with the ol juniperi.—OI. amygdalinum (and many other arti-

cles blended fecundum artem) form an excellent combination

with,
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with, and increafe the fiock of ol. anifi verum.—Genuine gum
guaiacum---galbanum--—floraz, and balf. tolutarom, may undergo
the procefs of purification much better, if impregnated with
the occafional affiftance of either the refina nigra, or flava—
The various unguents will derive advantage from the falu-
tary introduction of aurungie porcine, as a fubfiitute for thofe
more expenfive and wmneceflary articles cera flava and odl, oli-
varum.

Pulv. anifi verum will be much more eafily reduced from the
cakes, after the feed has been expreffed, the oil obtained, and
their medical virtne entirely extracted ; it is an article only
in ufe for horfes and cows; whether they are killed or cured, is
an object not worthy your confideration. Liguorice, fenugreek,
diapente, turmeric, and elecampane, are to receive their bafis
from horfe teans ground (at the medical mills) exceedingly
fine, and to be impregnated properly with the different arti-
cles from which they derive their names, fo as to retain each
their predominant effluvia ; and as thefe are articles in ufe

for
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for cattle only, you will give proof of your humanity, by
drenching them with fosd inftead of phyfic. The fpecies biera
will be much more certain in its effells, if prepared with the
Barbadses, infiead of the Succotrine aloes ; and the true Dutch
bifeuit powder, will form no unprofitable union with the pow-
der of Salop. 1In faclt, mnumerable inftances of profeflional
fkill and ceconomy might be introduced, extending infiruc-
tions to a much greater length than originally intended :
protracting the explanatory parts beyond the limits of utility,
an accufation it has been my principal care to avoid.

It may perhaps be almoft unneceffary to remind you, how
abfolutely needful it will be, to reduce to impalpable pulve-
rization and complicated forms, all inferior and ditl‘.t:mg{?tl
drugs of every denomination ; 1n powders, tinélures, elecluaries,
and other preparations, their defects will not be perceptible,

and it will prove matter of no fmall gratification to you, that
many practitioners are very inferior judges of the compofitions

they conftantly preferibe; to thefe may be added the fiill

gl‘ﬂﬂtﬂ]‘
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greater number, that never condefcend to undergo the tafk
of infpection, forming together a major part of the very nu-
merous and refpectable body I have undertaken to inftruct.
---If you are a difpenfer of chemicals and galenicals by retail,
one additional obfervation will prove worthy your attention
---never let your fhop, or difpenfary, get into difrepute by
too much modefty, in faying you are without the moft ob-
folete or ridiculous article that can be enquired for ; if oil of
Sewallows, oil of bricks, lobflers’ blood, or milk of lilies, Thould be
the objeéls in requeft, let the fertility of your invention in-
Slantly furnifh a fubftitute for either; of thefe, fuch a great
variety are always to be found, the leaft enumeration be-
comes unneceflary.

The feries of inftructions advanced for the promotion of
profeflional intereft, have been promulgated without a feax
of offence, or hope of reward ; amidft the very great number
‘of different praﬁitiuneﬁ, into whofe hands thefe admonitions

mult inevitably fall, happy he who can exultingly exclains,

L « Let
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% Letthe gall'd jade wince, our withers are unwrung.”
From the phyfician, who lingers out a life of - fludious fufpenfe,
and dertves a fcanty fubfiftence from the alternate labour of
morning vifits and evening leétures---from that dignified
“ member of the corporation,” whole mercurial abilities are
thruft into the hand of every dirty paflenger, in the more
dirty avenues of the metropolis--~from that induftrious ac-

coucher, whole ineceflant noGurnal labour renders him, in
common life, little fuperior to the nightman, and that equal
{1t:11dge the metropolitan pharmacopilift, 1 can have little to
expect but univerfal denunciation of vengeance, and threats
of malevolence: to the effett of thefe, I oppofe the {tability
of truth, that will render me invidnerable to all their attacks.

A fteady obfervance of the iniquity of medical practice
has long fince powerfully convinced me of the abfolute ne-
ceflity of profeflional reformation, and fhould I (by arming
the public with a weapon of felf-defence) fucceed in pro-

ducing a change in the fyftematic impofition of one, and

preventing



preventing perpetual depredation upon the other, every idea
of perfonal ambition will be fully gratified, for

¢ So little flave to what the world calls fame;

“ As dies my body—fo I with my name.”

But this obfcurity in the prefent inftance is much more anx-
ioully to be boped than expefted, for there cannot be the leaft
doubt entertained but fime one of his Majefty’s minifters (who
are ever anxious for the public good and increafe of revenue)
will, through the medium of the publifher, difcover the joint
{fecret of name and refidence, that by placing the author in the
TREASURY, cusToMs, or fome office equally lucrative, they
may avail themfelves of his iNTEGRITY, not hefitating a mo-
ment to believe, that fo juft an inveftigator of profeflional
impofitions upon individuals, muft unavoidably render the
sTATE adequate fervice, in the difcovery of official depreda-

tions upon the pusLic.
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