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20 LETTERS.

You won’t know what to make of this fpeech; but, in
this country, ’tis more defpicable to be married and not
fruitful, than ’tis with us to be fruitful before marriage.
They have a notion, that whenever a woman leaves off
bringing forth children, ’tis becaufe fhe is too old for that
bufinefs, whatever her face fays to the contrary. This
opinien makes the ladies here fo ready to make proofs of
their youth, (which is as neceflury, in order to be a r¢-
cetved beauty, as it is to fhew the proofs of nobility, to be
admitted knights of Malta) that they do not content them-
felves with ufing the natural means, but fly to all forts
of quackeries, to avoid the fcandal of being paft child-
bearing, and often kill themlelves by them. Without
any exaggeration, all the women of my acquaintance have
twelve or thirteen children; and the old ones boaft of
having had five and twenty, or thirty a-piece, and are
refpefted according to the number they have produced.
When they are with child, 'tis their common ex-
preffion to fay, They hope Godwill be (o merciful as to fend
them two this time ; and when I have afked them {ome-
times, How they expected to provide for fuch a flock as
they defire? They anfwered, That the plague will certain-
ly kill half of them ;3 which, indeed, generally happéns,
without much concern to the parents, who are fatisfied
with the vanity of having brought forth fo plentifully.
The French ambaffadrefs is forced to comply with this
fathion as well as myfelf. She has not been here much
above a year, and has lain in once, and is big again.
What is moft wonderful, is, the exemption they feem to en-
joy from the curfe entailed on the fex. They fee all com-
pany on the day of their delivery, and, at the fortnight's
end, return vifits, fet out in their jewels and new clothes.
I with [ may find the influence of the climate in this par-
ticular. But I fear I fhall continue an Englifh woman in
that affair, as well as I do in my dread of fire and plague,
which are two things very little feared here. Moft fami-
lies have had their houfes burnt down once or twice, occa-
fioned by their extraordinary way of warming themfelves,
which is neither by chimnies nor floves, but by a certain
machine called a zendaur, the height of two feet, in the
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124 LETTERS.

repole, till the fultana appeared, who had contrived this |
inanner of reception, to avoid rifing up at my entrance,
though the msjc me an inclination of her head, when I
_rofe up to her.” I was very glad to oblerye a lady that .
had been diftinguithed by the favour of an emperor, te:
whom beauties were, every day, prefented from all partsi
of the world. But fhe did not feem to me, to have ever
been half {o beautiful as the fair Fatima I faw at Adria-
nople ; though fhe had the remains of a fine face, more
decayed by forrow than time. But her drefs was fome?
thing fo furprifingly rich, that I cannot forbear deferibing
it to you. She wore a veit called dualma, which differs
from a cafian by longer fleeves, and folding over at the
bottom. It was of purple cloth, ftrait te her fhape, and
thick fet, on each fide, down to her feet, and round the
flceves, with pearls of the beft waten, of the fame fize as
their buttons commonly are. You muft not fuppofe, that
1 mean as large as thofe of my Lord , but about the
bignels of a pea; and to the(e buttons large loops of dia-
monds, in the form of thofe gold loops, fo common on
birth-day coats. This habit was tied, at the waift, with
two large taflels of {maller pearls, and round the arms em-
broidered with large diamonds. Her fhift was faftened at
the bottom with a great diamond, fhaped like a lozenge ;
hier girdle as broad as the broadeft Englith ribband, en-
tirely covered with diamonds. Round her neck fhe wore
three chains, which reached to her knees; one of large
pearl, at the bottom of which hung a fine coloured eme-
rald, as big as a turkey-egg ; another, confifting of two hun-
dred emeralds, clofe joined together, of the moft lively green,
perfeétly matched, every one as large as a half-crown
piece, and as thick as three crown picees, and another of
{mall emeralds, perfeitly round. But her ear-rings eclipfed
all the rett.  They were two- diamonds, fhaped exadlly
like pears, as large as a big hazle-nut. Round her talpache
ihe had four firings of pearl the whitelt and moft
periect in the world, at leaft cnough to make four neck-
laces, every onc as large as the duchefs of Marlborough’s,
and of the fame thape, faftened with two rofes, confifting
of a large ruby for the middle flone, and round them
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140 LETTERS.
‘this occafion, to do, as I have hitherto done in all the odd

tuns of my lifes; turn them, if I cam, to my diverfion,
In order to this, [ ramble every day, wrapped up in my
Jerigee and afinack, about Conflantinople, and amufe my-
felt with feeing all that is coriousin it. I know you will
expect that this declaration fhould be followed with fome
-account of what I have feen. But I am in no humour to
«opy what has been writ fo often over. To what pur-

ofe fhould I tell you, that Conftantinople is the ancient
,E}rzantium? that ’tis at prefent the conquelt of a race of
people, fuppofed Scythians? that there are five or fix
thoufand mofques in it? that Sanéta Sophia was founded .
by Juftinian ? &ec. Y1l aflure you, ’tis not for want of
learning, that I forbear writing all thefe bright things. I
«ould alfo, with very little trouble, turn over Knolles and
Sir Paul Rycaut, to give you a litt of Turkith emperorsg
but I will not tell you what you may find in every author :
that has writ of this country. [ am more inclined, out of
a true female fpirit of contradiction, to tell you the falfe-
hood of a great part of what you find in authors j as, for
inftance, in the admirable Mr Hill, who fo gravely afe
ferts, that he faw, in SanQa Sophia, a fweating pillar,
very balfamic for difordered beads. There is not the
leait tradition of any fuch matter; and I fuppofe it was
revealed to him in vifion, during his wonderful ftay in the
¥gyptian catacombs; for Iam fure he never heard of any
{uch miracle here. Vs allo very pleafant to obferve how
tenderly he and all his brethren voyage-writers lament the
milerable confinement of the Turkifh ladies, who are per-
baps more free than any ladies in the univerfe, and are
the only women in the world that lead a life of uninter-
rupted pleafure, exempt from cares 3 their whole time be-
ing fpent in vifiting, bathing, or the agreeable amufement
of Ipending money, and inventing new fathions. A
bufband would be thought mad, that exaded any de-
gree of economy from his wife, whofe expences are no
way limited but by her own fancy. *Tis his bufinels to
get moncy, and hers to fpend it: and this noble preroga-
tive extends itfelf to the very meaneft of the fex. Here

Is a fellow that carrics embroidered handkerchiefs upon
his











































































































































































































































































