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40 PHYSIOGNOMY,

niality and harmony of nature; and who hath a
fimilar fenfe and feeling for all emendations and
additions of art and conftraint. He is no phyfio-
gnomift who doubts of the propriety, fimplicity,
and harmony of ‘nature, or who has not this phyfio-
gnomonical effential; who fuppofes nature feleéts
members to form a whole, as a compofitor in a
printing-houfe does letters to make up a word;
who can fuppofe the works of nature are the
patch-work of a harlequin jacket. Not the moft
infignificant of infects is fo compounded, much
lefs man, the moft perfet of organized beings.
He refpires not the breath of wifdom, who doubts
of this progreflion, continuity, and fimplicity of
the ftruéture of nature. He wants a general feel-
ing for the works of nature; confequently of art,
the imitator of nature. I fhall be pardoned this
warmth. It is neceflary. The confequences are
infinite, and extend to all things. He has the
mafter-key of truth, who has this fenfation of the
congeniality of nature, and, by neceffary indution,
of the human form.

All imperfection in works of art, productions of
the mind, moral actions, errors in judgment; all
fcepticifm, infidelity, and ridicule of religion, na-
turally originate in the want of this knowledge and
fenfation. He foars above all doubt of the Divinity
and Chrift, who hath them, and who 1is con{cious
of this congeniality. He alfo who, at firft fight,
thoroughly underftands and feels the congeniality
of the%numan form, and that from the want of this
congeniality arifes the difference obferved between
the works of nature and of art, is fuperior to all
doubt concerning the truth and divinity of the hu-

man countenance. ;

Thofe who have this fenfe, this feeling, call it
' which


















46 PHYSIOGNOMY.

the fame clay, formed one veflel for honour, ano-
ther for difhonour ; to Him who, without thy ad-
vice, without thy prayer, without any defert of
thine, caufed thee to be what thou art. -

Yea, to Him! ¢ for what haft thou, O man!
“ that thou didft not receive ? Now, if thou didft
“¢ receive, why doft thou glory as if thou hadft not
“ received ?”—* Can the eye {ay to the hand, I have
“¢ noneed of thee ?”—¢¢ He that opprefleth the poor,
“¢ reproacheth his Maker.”—¢ God hath made
“¢ of one blood all nations of men.”—Who more
deeply, more internally, feels all thefe divine truths
than the phyfiognomift? the true phyfiognomift,
who is not merely a man of literature, a reader,
a reviewer, an author, but—a man!

I am ready to acknowledge, that the moft hu-
mane phyfiognomift, he who fo eagerly fearches
whatever is goed, beautiful, and noble in nature;
who delights in the idea/ ; who duly exercifes, nou-
rifhes, refines his tafte, with humanity more im-
proved, more perfect, more holy; even he is in
frequent danger, at leaft is frequently tempted to
turn from the common herd of depraved men;
from the deformed, the foolifh, the apes, the hy-
pocrites, the vulgar of mankind ; in danger of for-
getting that thefe mifhapen forms, thefe apes, thefe
hypocrites, alfo are men; and that notwithftand-
ing all his imagined or his real excellence, all his
noble feelings, the purity of his views (and who
has caufe to boaft of thefe ?), all the firmnefs, the
foundnefs of his reafon, the feelings of his heart,
the powers with which he is endowed, ftill he is,
very probably from his own moral defeés, in the
eyes of his fuperior beings, in the eyes of his much
more righteous brother, as dittorted as the moft ri-
diculous, moft depraved moral or phyfical monfter

appears to be in his eyes.
Liable




















































































74 PHYSIOGCNOMY.

faithful was thus much puzzled ; but if the fcience
of phyfiognomy be fo certain, they might have re-
moved all their doubts by fending for Lavater, who
with very little trouble, by merely examining and
touching them, might have diftinguithed the bones
of the faints from the bones of the banditti, and
thus have reftored the true relics to their juft and
original pre-eminence.”

“ The conceit is whimfical enough (anfwers a
cold and phlegmatic friend of phyfiognomy); but,
having tired ourfelves with IaugK'ing, let us exa-
mine what would have been the confequence had
this ftory been fa&t. According to our opinion,
the phyfiognomift would have remarked great dif-
ferences in a number of bones, particularly in the
{culls, which, to the ignorant, would have ap-
peared perfetly fimilar; and, having claffed his
heads, and -fhewn their immediate gradations, and
the contraft of the two extremes, we may prefume,
the attentive {peCtator would have been inclined
to pay fome refpect to his conjectures on the qua-
lities and ativity of brain which each formerly
contained.

¢ Befides, when we refle€&t how certain it is that
many malefaCtors have been poflefled of extraordi-
nary abilities and energy, and how uncertain it is
whether many of the faints who are honoured with
red-letter days in the calendar, ever pofleffed {fuch
qualities, we find the queftion fo intricate that we
thould be inclined to pardon the poor phyfiognomift
were he to refufe an anfwer, and leave the decifion
to the great infallible Judge.”

Further Reply.

Let us endeavour farther to inveftigate the quef-

tion; for, though thisanfwer is good, it is infufficient.
4 Who




































86 PHYSIOGNOMY.

traCtion or repulfion, never can become a phyfio-
gnomift.

- Whoever ftudies art more than nature, and pre-
fers what the painters call manner to the truth of
drawing ; whoever does not feel himfelf moved al-
moft to tears, at beholding the ancient ideal beauty,
and the prefent depravity of men and imitative art 3
he who views antique gems, and does not difcover
enlarged intelligence in Cicero, enterprifing refo-
lution in Celar, profound thought in Solon, in-
vincible fortitude in Brutus, in Plato god-like wif-
dom; or, in modern medals, the height of human
fagacity in Montefquieu, in Haller the energetic
contemplative look and moft refined tafte, the
deep reafoner in Locke, and the witty fatirift in
Voltaire, even at the firlt glance; never can become
a phyfiognomift.

Whoever does not dwell with fixed rapture on
the afpect of benevolence in action, fuppofing itfelf
unobferved ; whoever remains unmoved by the
voice of innocence, the guilelefs look of unviolated
chaftity, the mother contemplating her beauteous
fleeping infant, the warm preflure of the hand of
a friend, or his eye {wimming in tears; whoever
can lightly tear himfelf from {cenes like thefe, and.
turn them to ridicule, might much eafier commit
the crime of parricide than become a phyfio--
gnomilt.

If fuch be the cafe, what then is required of the
phyfiognomift 7 'What fhould his inclination, ta--
lents, qualities, and capabilities be ¢

In the firlt place, as hath been in part already
remarked, his firft of réquifites thould be a body
well proportioned, and finely organized ; accu-
racy of {enfation, capable of receiving the moit
minute outward imprellions, and eafily tranfmit-

ting
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tain charalteriftic marks: thefe marks prefent
themfelves to his imagination, and a keen pene-
tration difcovers to what they are fimilar. Hence:
greater precifion, certainty, and expreflion, are
imparted to his images. He muft have the capa-
city of uniting the approximation of each trait that
he remarks, and be able to define the degree of this.
approximatien. -No one who is not inexhauftibly
copious in language, can become a phyfiognomitt ;.
and the higheft poilible copioufnefs is poor, com-
paratively with the wants of phyfiognomy. All
that language can exprefs, the phyfiognomift muft
be able to exprefs. He muft be the creator of a new
language, which muft be equally precife and al-
luring, natural and intelligible.

Every produttion of art, tafte, and mind; all
vocabularies of all nations, all the kingdoms of
nature, muft obey his command, muift fupply his.
neceflities.

'The art of drawing is indifpenfable, if he would-
be precife in his definitions, and accurate in his
decifions. Drawing is the firft, moft natural, and
unequivocal language of phyfiognomy; the beit
aid of the imagination, the only means of preferv-
ing and communicating numberlefs peculiarities,
ihades, and expreflions, which are not by words,
or any other mode, to be defcribed. The phyfio-
gnomift, who cannot draw haitily, accurately, and
characteriftically, will be unable to make, much
lefs to retain, or communicate, innumerable ob--
fervations.

The knowledge of anatomy is indipenfable to-
him; as alfo is phyfiology, or the {cience of the
“human body in health; not only that he may be
able to remark any difproportion, as well in the
folids as in the mufcular parts, but that he may

likewife.
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ceived by him, he cannot eafily impart them to
others. Yet thefe minute obfervations influence
his judgment. Forthis reafon, the phyfiognomift
muit, if he knows himfelf, which he in juftice
ought to do before he attempts to know others,
once more compare his remarks with his own pe-
culiar mode of thinking, and feparate thofe which
are general from thofe which are individual and ap-
pertain to himfelf.” I fhall make no commentary
on this important precept. I fhall here only repeat,
that an accurate and profound knowledge of his
own heart is one of the moit eflfential qualities in
the character of the phyfiognomift.

Reader, if thou haft not often blufthed at thy-
felf, even though thou fhouldeft be the beft of
men, for the beft of men is but man ; if thou haft
not often ftood with downcaft eyes, in prefence of
thyfelf and others; if thou haft not dared to con-
fels to thylelf, and to confide to thy friend, that
thou art confcious the feeds of every vice are latent
in thy heart; if, in the gloomy calm of folitude,
having no witnefs but God and thy own con-
fcience, thou haft not a thoufand times fighed and
{forrowed for thyfelf ; if thou wanteft the power to
obferve the progrefs of the paflions from their
very commencement, to examine what the 1im-
pulfe was which determined thee to good or ill,
and to avow the motive to God and thy friend, to
whom thou mayeft thus confefs thyfelf, and who
alfo may difclofe the recefles of his foul to thee;
a friend, who fhall ftand before thee the reprefen-
tative of man and God, and in whofe eftimation
‘thou alfo fhalt be invefted with the fame facred
chara&ter ; a friend, in whom thou mayeft {ee thy
very foul, and who fhall reciprocally behold him-

felf in thee: if, in a word, thou art not a man of
worth,
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round full chin ; but theyare peculiarly diftinguifh:-
ed by the eyebrows and eyes, which are ftrong,
open, liberal, and ftedfaft. The outline of their
countenance is, in general, great; and they never
have thofe numerous, infinitely minute traits, angles,
and wrinkles, by which the Germans are fo efpe-
cially diftinguifhed. Their complexion is fairer than
that of the Germans.

All Englith women whom I have known per-
fonally or by portrait, appear to be compofed of
marrow and nerve. They are inclined to be tall,
flender, foft, and as diftant from all that is harfh,
rigorous, or {tubborn, as heaven is from earth.

The Swifs have generally no common phyfio-
gnomy or national character, the afpet of fidelity
excepted. ThEE are asdifferent from each other as
nations the moft remote. The French Swifs peafant
is as diftinét as poflible from the peafant of Ap-
penzel. It may be that the eye of a foreigner
would better difcover the general character of the
nation, and in what it differs from the French or
German, than that of the native.

In each canton of Switzerland I find charac-
teriftic varieties. The inhabitants of Zurich, for in-
ftance, are middle fized, more frequently meagre
than corpulent, but ufually one or the other. The‘y
{eldom have ardent eyes, and the outline is not of-
ten grand or minute. The men are feldom hand-
fome, though the youth are incomparably fo; but
they foon alter. The people of Bern are tall,
ftraight, fair, pliable, and firm, and are moft dif-
tinguithed by their upper teeth, which are white,
regular, and eafily to be feen. The inhabitants of
Bafle (or Bafil) are more round, full, and tenfe
of countenance, the complexion tinTﬁ{:d with KEI-
low, and the lips open and flaccid. Thofe nfl?c - 1gti'-_-

aufen












98 PHYSIOGNOMY.

beard, but always black or red, and the nofe fhort
and comprefied. '
Among the Kergifi and Tcheremifi Tartars there

is a whole nation, or tribe, among whom are very
fingularly beautiful men and women. The man-
ners of the Chinefe and Tartars are wholly oppo-
fite, more {o than are their countenances and
forms. The limbs of the Chinefe are well pro-
portioned, large, and fat. Their faces are round
and capacious, their eyes {mall, their eyebrows
large, their eyelids raifed, and their nofes little
and comprefled. They only have feven or eight
tﬂfts of black hair on each lip, and very little on the
ciin. )
The natives of the coaft of New Holland, which
lics in fixteen degrees fifteen minutes of fouth la-
titude, and to the fouth of the ifle of Timor, are
perhaps the moft miferable people on earth, and of
all the human race moft approach the brute ani-
mal. They are tall, upright, and flender. Their
limbs are long and fupple, their heads great, their
forehead round, their eyebrows thick, and their
eyelids half fhut. This they acquire by habit in
their infancy, to preferve their eyes from the gnats,
by which they are greatly incommoded; and as
they never much open their eyes, they cannot fee
at a diftance, at leaft not unlefs they raife the
head as if they wifhed to look at fomething above
them. They have large nofes, thick lips, and
wide mouths. It fhould feem that they draw the
two upper fore teeth, for neither man nor woman,
young nor old, have thefe teeth. They have no
beard ; their faces are long, and very dilagreeable, |
without a fingle pleafing feature ; their bair not |
long and fleek, like that of moft of the Indians,
but fhort, black, and curly, like the hair of the
_ Negroes.
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good eyes, and well arranged teeth; but their com-
plexions are dark, and inclined to yellow. It has
‘been remarked, that in fome provinces of Spain, as
near the banks of the river Bidafloa, the people
have exceedingly large ears. |

M. Lavater here makes this digreflion.: Can
Yarge ears hear better than fimall ? T know one per-
fon with large, rude ears, whofe fenfe of hearing
is acute, and who has a good underftanding ; but,
him excepted, I have particularly remarked large
«cars to betoken folly ; and that, on the contrary
gars inordinately fmall appertain to very weak, ef
feminate charaters, or perfens of too great fenfi-
bility.---Thus far Lavater: let us now return te
Buflon. |

Men with black or dark-brown hair begin to be
rather uncemmon in England, Flanders, Holland,
and the northern provinces of Germany; and few
fuch are to be found in Denmark, Sweden, and
Poland. According to Linnzus, the Goths are
wery tall, have fleck, light-coloured, filverhair, and
blue eyes. The Finlanders are mufcular and flefhy,
with long and light yellow hair, the iris of the eye
a deep yellow. |

If we colle&k the accounts of travellers, it will
appear, that there are as many varieties among the
race of Negroes as the Whites. They alfo have their
Tartars and their Circalhans. ‘The DBlacks on the
coaft of Guinea are extremely ugly, and emit an
infufferable fcent. Thofe of Sofala and Mozam-
bique are handfome, and have no ill {mell. "Thefe
two f{pecics of Negroes refemble each other rather
in colour than features. 'Their hair, fkin, the
odour of their bodies, their manners and propenfi-
ies, are exceedingly different. Thofe of Cape de
Yerd have by no means fo difagreeable a {mell as

the












104 PHYSIOGNOMY,.

very difproportion between the length of the body
and the fhortnefs of the legs, in the northern peo-
ple, is {uitable to their climate ; fince the extremes
of the body, by their diftance from the heart, are
more fubjelk to the attacks of cold.

The prominent parts of the countenance, which
can lefs be guarded from cold, by the care of na-
ture for their prefervation, have a propenfity to be-
come more flat. 'FThe riling cheek-bone, the half-
clofed, blinking eyes, appear tobe intended for the
prefervation of fight againft the dry, cold air, and
the effufions of light from the fnow {to guard
again{t which the Efquimaux ufe fnow fpectacles),
though they may be the natural effe& of the cli-
mate, fince they are found only in a {maller degree
in milder latitudes. Thus gradually are produced
the beardlefs chin, the flatted nofe, thin lips, blink-
ing eyes, flat countenances, red-brown complexion,
black hair, and, in a word, the face of the Cal-
muc. Such properties, by continued propagation,
at length form a diftant race, which continues to
remain diltin&, even when tranfplanted into warmex
climates.

The red-brown or copper colour appears to be
as natural an effe of the acidity of the air in cold
climates, as the olive-brown of the alcaline and bi-
lious quality of the juices in warm ; without taking
the native difpofition of the American into the efti-
mate, who appears to have loft half the powers of
life, which may be regarded as the effect of cold.

The growth of the porous parts of the body
muft increafe in the hot and moift climates. Hence
the thick fhort nofe and projefting lips. 'The
fkin muft be oiled, not only to prevent exceflive
perfpiration, but alfo the imbibing the putrefcent
particles of the moift air. The furplus of the fer-

: ruginous,
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in whom, to ufe the expreflion of a modern poet,
the image of the Creator is half defaced,

From the Recherches Philofophiques fur les Americains,
by M. de Pauw.

The Americans are moft remarkable, becaufe
that many of them have no eyebrows, and none
have beards; yet we muft not infer that they are
enfeebled in the organs of generation, fince the
Tartars and Chinefe have almoft the fame charac-
teriftics. They are far, however, from being very
fruitful, or much addicted to love. True it is, the
Chinefe and Tartars are not abfolutely beardlefs.
‘When they are about thirty, a {fmall penciled kind
of whifker grows on the upper lip, and fome fcat-
tered hairs at the end of the chin.

Exclufive of the Efquimaux, who differ in gait,
form, features, and manners, from other favages
of North America, we may likewife call the Akan-
{ans a variety, whom the French have generally
named the handfome men. They are tall and ftraight,
have good features, without the leaft appearance of
beard, have regular eyelids, blue eyes, and fine
fair hair; while the neighbouring people are low
of ftature, have fabje&t countenances, black eyes,
the hair of the head black as ebony, and of the body
thick and rough.

Though the Peruvians are not very tall, and ge-
nerally thick fet, yet they are tolerably well made.
‘There are many, it is true, who, by being diminu-
tive, are monftrous. Some are deaf, dumb, blind,
2nd idiots 3 and others want a limb when born. In
all pmbabilitg, the exceflive labour to which they

have been fubjeCted by the barbarity of the Spa-
- piards,
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ple lately dead, that I might be able to define the-
lines of the countenance, and the angle of thefe:
lines with the horizon. 1 was thus led to the dif-

covery of the maximum and minimum of this

angle. I began with the monkey, proceeded to

the Negro and the European, till I afcended to the
countenances of antiquity, and examined a Me-

dufa, an Apollo, or a Venus de Medicis. This

concerns only the profile. There is another dif--
ference, in the breadth of the cheeks, which I have

. found to be largeft among the Calmucs, and much
fmaller among the Afiatic Negroes. The Chinefe, .
and inhabitants of the Molucca and other Afiatic -
iflands, appear to me to have broad cheeks, with

projeting jaw-bones ; the under jaw-bone, in par- -
ticular, very high, and almoft forming a right angle, .
which, among Europeans, is very obtufe, and {till

more {o among the African Negroes.

T have not iithertn been able to procure a real -
fcull of an American, and therefore can fay nothing
on that {ubject.

I am almoft athamed to confefs that I have not
yet been able accurately to draw the countenance of
a Jew, although they are fo very remarkable in their
features 3 nor have I yet obtained precifion in de--
lineating the Italian face. It is generally true, that .
the upper and under jaw of the European is lefs -
broad than the breadth of the fcull, and that among
the Afiatics they are much broader ; but I have not -
been able to determine the fpecific differences be---
tween European nations.

I have very frequently, by phyfiognomonical fen-
fations, been able to diftinguith thé foldiers of
different nations; the Scutc%man, the Irifhman,
and the native of England ; yet have I never been -

able to delincate the diftinguifhing traits. The
peopie’
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region, but expands genial warmth. Perfeverance
in ftudy, and pertinacity, for centuries, in fixed:
principles, have raifed and maintained the Britith-
ipirit, as well as the Britith government, trade,.
manufadtures, and marine. He has punctuality:
and probity, not trifling away his time to eftablifh-
falfe principles, or making a parade with a vicious
hypothefs.

In the temperament. of nations, the French
clafs is that of the fanguine. Erivolous, benevolent,
and oftentatious, the Frenchman forgets not his.
inoffenfive parade till old age has made him wife.
At all times difpofed to enjoy life, he is the beft of
companions. He pardons himfelf much; and
therefore pardons others, if they will but grant that
they are fereigners, and he is a Frenchman. His.
gait is dancing, his {fpeech without accent, and his-
ear incurable. His imagination: purfues the con-
fequences of fmall things with the rapidity of the
fecond-hand of a ftop-watch, but feldom gives-
thofe loud, ftrong, reverberating ftrokes which:

roclaim: new difcoveries to the world. Wit is his
inheritance.. His countenance is-open, and, at
firft fight, fpeaks a thoufand pleafant, amiable-
things. Silent he cannot be, either with eye,.
tongue, or feature. His eloquence is often deafen-
ing ; but his good humour cafts.a veil over all
his failings. His form is equally diftin& from that
of other nations, and diflicult to defcribe in words..
No other man has fo little of the firm or deep
traits, or fo much motion. He is all appearance,,
all gefture; therefore the firft impreflion feldom:
deceives, but declares who and what he is. His:
imagination is incapable of high flights, and the
fublime in all arts 15 to him offence. Hence his
diflike of whatever is antique in art or literatui?; _
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fecurity which maintains him in the pofleflion of
what he has gained. He is tolerant in all that re-
lates to opinion, if he be but left peaceably to enjoy
his property, and to aflemble at the meeting-houfe
of his fe€t. The character of the ant is {o applica-
ble to the Dutch, that to this literature itfelf con-
forms in Holland. All poetical powers, exerted in
great works or fmall, are foreign to this nation.
‘They endure pleafure from the perufal of, but pro-
duce no poetry. I {peak of the United Provinces,
and not of the Flemings, whofe jovial character is
in the midway between the Italian and French. A
high forchead, half-open eyes, full nofe, hanging
cheeks, wide open mouth, flethy lips, broad chin,
and large ears, I believe to be chara&eriftic of the
Dutchman.

A German thinks it difgraceful not to know
every thing, and dreads nothing fo much as to be
thought a fool. Probity often makes him appear a
blockhead. Of nothing is he fo proud as of honeft,
moral underftanding. According to modern tac-
tics, he is certainly the belt foldier, and. the teacher
of all Europe. He is allowed to be the greateft in-
ventor, and often with fo little oftentation, that fo-
~ reigners have, for -centuries, unknown to him,
robbed him of his glory. From the age of Tacitus,
a willing dependant, he has exerted faculties for
the fervice of his mafters, which others only exert
for freedom and property. His countenance does
not, like a paintinz in frefco, fpeak at a diftance ;
but he muft be fought and ftudied. His good na-
ture and benevolence are often concealed under ap-
parent morofenefs, and a third perfori is always ne-
ceflary to draw off the veil, and fhew him as he is.
He is difficult to move, and, without the aid of old
wine, is filent. He does not {ufpect his own worthi

an
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CH AP XX
Refemblance between Parents and Children.

TH E refemblance between parents and children is

very commonly remarkable. Family phyfiog-
nomy is as undeniable as national. To doubt this,
1s to doubt what is felf-evident ; to wifth to inter-
pret it, is to wifh to explore the inexplicable fecret
of exiftence. Striking and frequent as the refem-
blance between parents and children is, yet have the
relations between the chara&ters and countenances
of families never been inquired into. No one has,
to my knowledge, made any regular obfervations on
this {fubje&t. 1 muft alfo confefs, that I have my-
felf made but few with that circumftantial at-
tention which is neceflary.  All I have to remark is
as follows :

When the father is confiderably ftupid, and the
mother exceedingly the reverfe, then will moft of
the children be endued with extraordinary under-
ftanding.

When the father is good, truly good, the chil-
dren will in general be well-difpofed ; at leaft moft
of them will be benevolent.

The fon generally appears to inherit moral good-
nefs from the good father, and intelligence from
the intelligent mother ; the daughter partakes of the
character of the mother.

If we with to find the moft certain marks of
refemblance between parents and children, they
fhould be obferved within an hour or two after
birth. We may then perceive whom the child

moft refembles in its formation. The moft ef-
: {ential

o,




































134 PHYSIOGNOMY.

indeed, and, as a painter would fay, harder. On
the third day, here alfo a partof the refemblance
difappeared.

I have uniformly obferved, among the many
dead perfons I have feen, that fixteen, eighteen,
or twenty-four hours after death, according to the
difeafe, they have had a more beautiful form, bet-
ter defined, more proportionate, harmonized, ho-
mogeneous, more noble, more exalted, than they
ever had during life.

May there not be, thought I, in all men, an
original phyfiognomy, fubject to be difturbed by
the ebb and flow of accident and patlion? and is
not this reftored by the calm of death, like as
troubled waters, being again left at reft, become
clear?

I have obferved fome among the dying, who had
been the reverfe of noble or great during life, and
who, fome hours before their death, or perhaps
fome moments (one was in a delirium), have had an
inexpreflible ennobling of the countenance. Eyery
body faw a new man ; colouring, drawing, and
grace, all was new, all bright as the morning; -
beyond expreflion, noble and exalted ; the moit
inattentive muit {fee, the moft infenfible feel, the
image of God. I faw it break forth and fhine
through the ruins of corruption, was obliged to
turn afide, and adore in filence. Yes, glorious
God ! ftill art thou there, in the weakeit, mofit fal-
lible men !

CHAPD
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there is of divine in him, is a power which will
make thy countenance affume his refemblance. ]

CHAP. XXVilL

On the Influence of the Imagination an the Countes
nance.

/\ Word only on a fubjet concerning which vo-

lumes might be written ; for it is a fubje& I
muft not leave wholly in filence. The little, the
nothing I have to fay upon it, can only aét as an
inducement to deeper meditations on a theme fo
profound.

Imagination aéts upon our own countenance,
rendering it in fone meafure refembling the be-
loved or hated image, which is living, prefent, and
fleeting before us, and is wichin the circle of our
immediate activity. If a man deeply in love, and
fuppofing himlelt alone, were ruminating on his
beloved miltrels, to whom his imagination might
lend charms, which, if prefent, he would be unable
to difcover: were fuch a perfon obferved by a
man of penetration, it is probable that traits of
the miftrefs might be feen in the countenance of
this meditating lover. So might, in the cruel
features of revenge, the features of the enemy be
read, whom imagination reprefents as prefent.
And thus is the countenance a piture of the cha-
racteriftic features of all perfons exceedingly loved
or hated. '

It is poflible, that an eye lefs penetrating than
hat of an angel, may read the image of the éreat?r
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A lady of Rheinthal had, during her pregnancy,
a defire to {fee the execution of a man, who was
fentenced to have his right hand cut off before he
was beheaded. She faw the hand fevered from the
body, and inftantly turned away and went home,
without waiting to fee the death that was to fol-
low. ‘This lady bore a daughter, who was livin
at the time this fragment was written, and who haﬁ
only one hand. The right-hand came away with the
- after-birth. | |

Moral marks, as well as phyfical, are perhaps
poflible. I have heard of a phyfician, who never
failed to fteal fomething from all the chambers
through which he pafled, which he would after-
wards forget ; and, in the evening, his wife, who
{earched his pockets, would find keys, fnuff-boxes,
-etuis-cafes, fciflars, thimbles, fpectacles, buckles,
{fpoons and other trinkets, which fhe reftored to
the owners. I have been likewife told of a child,
who, attwo years of age, was adopted when beg-
ging at the door of a noble family, received an ex-
cellent education, and became a moft worthy man,
except that he could not forbear to f{teal. The
mothers of thefe two extraordinary thieves muit,
during pregnancy, have had an extraordinary de-
fire to pilfer. It will be felf-evident, that, how-
ever infufferable fuch men are in a {tate of fociety,
they are rather unfortunate than wicked. Their
actions may be as involuntary as mechanical, and,
in the fight of God, probably as innocent as the
cuftomary motions of our fingers when we tear bits
of paper, or do any other indifferent, thoughtlefs
action.

The moral worth of an ation muft be eftimat-

ed by its intention, as the political worth muit by
its
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at the time. The pining of the imagination pe~
netrates, as I may fay, walls, and appears in the
form of the dying perfon, or gives figns of his
prefence, fimilar to thofe which his a&ual prefence
gives. Is there any real corporeal appearance?
No. The fick or dying perfon is languifhing in
his bed, and has never been a moment abfent ;
therefore, there i1s no actual appearance of him
whofe form has appeared. What then has pro-
duced this appearance ? What is it that has acted
thus at a diftance on another’s fenfes or imagina-
tion /—Imagination ; but the imagination through
the focus of paflion.—How ?—It is inexplicable.
But who can doubt fuch faéts, who does not mean
to laugh at all hiftorical falts?

May there not be fimilar moments of mind,
when the imagination fhall a& alike inexplicabl
on the unborn child? That the inexplicable di[{
gufts, I will grant; I feel it perfectly. But is
it not the fame in the foregoing examples, and
in every example of the kind ? Like as cripples
firft become fo many years after birth, which
daily experience proves ; may not, after the fame
inconceivable manner, the feeds of what is gigan-
tic or dwarfifh be the effets of the imagination on
the fruit, which does not make its appearance till
years after the child is born ?

Could a woman keep an accurate regifter of
what happened, in all the powerful moments of
imagination, during her ftate of pregnancy,
fhe then might probably be able to foretell
the chief incidents, philofophical, moral, intel-
le©ual, and phyfliognomonical, which fhould
happen to her cﬁi!d. Imagination aétuated by
defire, love, or hatred, may, with more than
lightning {wiftnefs, kill or enliven, enlarge, di-
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170 PHYSIOGNOMY.

of the world, < all things in it are caufe and effe&,
and miracles are not to be found?”

I fhould indeed be a reptile, judging the works
of God, did I maintain its poflibility by miracle;
but the queftion, at prefent, is not concerning mi-
racles; it is concerning natural caufe and effeét.

Having thus clearly ftated the argument, permit
me, Sir, to decide it, by quoting your own words:
<« Judas fcarcely could be that dirty, deformed men-
dicant painted by Holbein. No hypocrite, who af=
fociates with the good, betrays with a kifs, and af-
. terwards hangs himfelf, has the look of Holbein’s
Judas. My experience leads me to fuppofe Judas
mult have been diftinguithed by an infinuating
countenance, and an ever-ready fmile.”

How true! how excellent? Yet what if I were
2o exclaim, « Who empowered thee, reptile! to
judge of the work of God?’* What if I were to
zetort the following juft remark, « Tell me firft,
why a virtuous mind is {o often doomed to exift in
an infirm body? Might not alfo, were it God’s
good pleafure, a virtuous man have a countenance
like the beggarly Jew of Holbein, or any other that
can be imagined?”’

Can this, however, be called wife or manly rea-
foning? How wide is the difference between fuf-
fering and difgufting virtue? or, is it logical to de-
duce that, becaufe virtue may fuffer, virtue may be
difguftful? Is not {uﬁerigg effential to virtue! To
afk why virtue muft fuffer, is equivalent to afkin
why God has decreed that virtue thould exift. Isit
alike in-::onfruous to admit that virtue fuffers, and
that virtue looks like vice? Virtue void of confliét,
of fuftering, or of felf-denial, is not virtue accurately
confidered; therefore it is folly to afk, why muft the
virtuous fuffer? It is in the nature of things; but
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in the mouth of a profefled enemy of falfe philofo-
phers, would be as vapid as falfe. I am indeed per-
fuaded, that my antagonift is only in jeft.

¢« Were the growth of the body (fays the author)
in the moft pure of atmofpheres, and medified only
by the emoctions of the mind, undifturbed by any
external power, the ruling paffion, and the prevail-
ing talent, I allow, might produce, according to
their different gradations, different forms of coun-
tenance, like as different falts cryftallize in differ-
ent forms, when obftructed by no impediment. But

+ i R

15 the body influenced by the mind alone, or is it not

rather expofed to all the impulfes of various contra-
dictory powers, the laws of which it is obliged to
cbey? Thus each mineral, in its pureft ftate, has
its peculiar form; but the anomalies which its com-
bination with others occafions, and the accidents to
which it is fubjetted, often caufe the moft experi-
enced to err, when they would diftinguifh it by its
form.” -

What 2 fimile! Salts and minerals compared
to an organized body, internally animate! -A
grain of falt, which the leaft particle of water will
inftantaneoufly melt, to the human fcull, which
has defied misfortunes, and millions of external im-
preffions for centuries? Doft not thou blufh, Phi-
lofophy? Not to confine ourfelves to the or-
ginization, or the fculls of men and other animals,
do we find that even plants, which have not the
internal refiftance, the elafticity of men, and which
- are expofed to millions of counteralting impreflions
from light, air, and other bodies, ever change their
form, 1n confequence of fuch caufes? Which of
them is ever miftaken for another by the botanift.

The moft violent accidents fcarcely could E?ﬁ
uc
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We however; differ from him, cencerning the
following affertion: « Qur languages are ex-
ceedingly barren of phyfiognomonical terms. Were
it a true {cience, the language of the vulgar would
~ have been proverbially rich mitsterms. The nofe
occurs in a hundred proverbs and phrafes, but always
pathognomonically, denoting paft action, but never
phyfiognomonically, betokening charaéter or difpo-
fition.”

Initead of a hundred, 1 am agquainted with only
one fuch phrafe, nafen rumfe, to turn up the nofe.
Home obefw, obtufe naris, faid the ancients; and had
they not faid it, what could thence have been adduc-
ed, fince we can prove, @ pofleriori, that the nofe is
a phyfiognomonical fign of character ?

I have neither the learning nor the inclina-
tion to cite {ufficient proofs of the contrary from
Homer, Suetonius, Martial, and an hundred others.
That which is is, whether perceived by the an-
cients or not. Such duft might blindy a fchool-
boy, but not the eyes of a fage, who fees for him=~
{felf, and who knows that each age has its mea-
fure of difcovery, and that there are thofe wha fail
not to exclaim againft all difcoveries which were
not made by the ancients.

« ] fhould be glad to know, (fays our author)
not what man may become, but what he is.”

I muft confefs that I wifh to know both, Many
vicious men refemble valuable paintings, which have
been deftroyed by varnith. Would you pay no at-
tention to fuch a painting ! Is it wholly unworthy
nft{ou, though a connoiffeur thould affure you, the
picture is damaged ; but there is a poflibility of clear-
ing away the varnifh, as this mafter’s colours are fo
itrongly laid on, and {o eflentially good, that no var-
nifh can penetrate deep enough, if we are but care-

ful
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our pleafant author, at leaft hitherto, meant only to
amufe himfelf. I fhall therefore only produce two
more contradictions,which ought not to have efcaped
the author, and {carcely can efcape any thinking
veader.

Inone place, he very excellently fays, ¢« Pathogno-
monical figns, often repeated, are not always entirely
effaced, but leave phyfiognomonical impreffions.
Hence originate the lines of folly, ever gaping, ever
admiring, nothing underftanding; hence the traits
of hypocrify; hence the hollowed cheek, the wrin-
kles of obitinacy, and heaven knows how many
other wrinkles. Pathognomonical diftortion, which
accompanies the practice of vice, will likewife, in
confequence of the difeafe it produces, become
more diftorted and hateful. Thus may the pathog-
nomonical expreflion of friendfthip, compaffion, {in-
cerity, piety, and other moral beauties, become
bodily beauty to fuch as can perceive and admire
thefe qualities. On this is founded the phyfiogno-
my of Gellert, which is the only true part of phy-
fiognomy. This is of infinite advantage to virtue,
and is comprehended in a few words, ¢ virtue beau-
tifies, vice deforms.”

- The branch therefore hath effeé, the root none:
the fruit has phyfiognomy, the tree none ; the laugh
of felf-fufficient vanity may, therefore, arife from the
moft humble of hearts, and the appearance of folly
frem the perfeftion of wifdom. The wrinkles of
hypocrify, therefore, are not the refult of any inter-
nal power or weaknefs. "I'he author will always fix
our attention on the dial-plate, and will never f]
of the power of the watch itfelf. But take away the
dial-plate,and ftillthe hand will go. Takeaway thofe
pathognomonical traits, which diffimulation fome-
times can effect,and the internal powerof impulfe will.

¢ I€imali.
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Suffer me here to add, thall not then the whole
form of man difcover any thing of his talents and.
difpofition ! Can the mﬂ{l milky candour here for..
get the ftraining ata gnat and {wallowing a camel !

« Maniacs will often not be known to be diforder-
ed in their {enfes, if not in action. More will often
be difcovered, concerning what a man really is, by
his drefs, behaviour, and mode of paéilng his compli--
ments, at his firft vifit and introduction, in 2 fingle
quarter of an hour, than in all the time he fhall re-
main.—( By unphyfiognomonical eyes, permit me
toadd.) Cleanlinefs and fimplicity of manner will
often conceal paffions.

« Nothing, often, is to be furmifed from the
countenances of the moft dingerous men. Their
thoughts are all concealed under an appearance
of melancholy. 'Whoever has not remarked this, is
unacquainted with mankind. The heart of the vi-
eious man is always lefs eafy to be read the better
his education has been, the more ambition he has,,
_ and the better the company he has been accuftomed
to keep.

« Cowardice and vanity, governed by aninclina-

tion to pleafure and indolence, are not—(fometimes)
marked with ftrength equivalent to the mifchief they
occafion; while, on the contrary, fortitude in defence
of juftice, againft all opponents whatever, be their
rank and influence what it may, and the confcious
feelings of real fclf-worth, often look very dangerous,.
efpecially when unaccompanied by a fmiling mouth,

¢ Specious as the objections brought by the fo-
phiftry of the fenfual may be, it is notwithftanding
certain, that there is no poflible durable beauty with-
out virtue, and the moft hateful deformity may, by
the aid of virtue, acquire irrefiftible charms. Ex-
amples of fuch perfections, among perfons of both
fexes, I own are uncommon, but not more fo than

heavenly
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etter informed, having myfelf fo little knowledge
of the fair fex. Yet might not fuch neglect have been
dangerous? Might another have treated the fubject
in the manner which I could with? or, would h=
have faid the little I have to fay, and which, though
little, I éfteem to be neceffary and important ?

I frequently fhudder while I think how ex-
ceiﬁvellf, how contrary to my intention, the ftudy
of phyliognomy may be abufed, when applied to.
women. Phyfiognomy will perhaps fare no better
than philofophy, poetry, phylic, or whatever may be
termed art or fcience. A little philofophy leads to
atheifm, and much to Chriftianity. “T'hus muft it
be with phyfiognomy. But I will not be difcou-
raged; the half precedes the whole. We learn to
walk by falling, and fhall we forbear to walk left
we fhould fall?

I can with certainty fay, that true pure phyfiog-
nomonical fenfation, in refpe&t to the female fex,
beft can feafon and improve life, and is the moft
effettual prefervative againit the degradation of our-
felves or others.

Beft can feafon and improve human life~—What
better can temper manly rudenefs, or ftrengthen and
fupport the weaknefs of man, what fo foon can af-
fuage the rapid blaze of wrath, what more charm
mafculine power, what fo quickly diffipate peevifh-
nefs and 1ll temper, what fo well can wile away the
infipid tedious hours of life, as the near and affec
tionate look of a noble, beautiful woman? What is
fo ftrong as her foft delicate hand? What fo perfua-
five as her tears reftrained? Who but beholding
her muft ceafe to fin? How can the {pirit of God
act more omnipotently upon the heart, than bl.y the
extending and increafing phyliognomeonical {enfa-
tion for fuch an eloquent countenance? What iiul
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flexible, irritable, and elaftic, than that of man.
They are formed to maternal mildnefs and affe&ion.
All their organs are tender, yielding, cafily wound-
ed, fenfible, and receptible.

Among a thoufand females there is fcarcely one
without the generic feminine figns the flexible, th
circular, and the irritable. They are the counterpart
of man, taken out of man, to be fubjet to man; to
comfort him like angels, and to lighten his cares.
¢ She fhall be faved in child bearing, if they con-
tinue in faith, and charity, and holinefs, with {obrie-
ty.” (1 Tim, ii. 15.) ,

This tendernefs and fenfibility, this light texture
of their fibres and organs, this volatility of feeling
render them fo eafy to conduct and to tempt ; fo rea-
dy of fubmiffion to the enterprize and power of the
man; but more powerful through the aid of their
charms than man, with all his ftrength. The man
was not firft tempted, but the woman, afterwards the
man by the woman. And not only eafily to be
tempted, fhe is capable of being formed to the
pureft, nobleft, moft feraphic virtue ; to every thing
which deferve praife or affetion.

Highly fenfible of purity, beauty, and fymmetry,
fhe does not always take time to reflect on internal
life, internal death, internal corruption. % The wo-
man faw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was pleafant to the eyes and a tree to be defired to
make one wife, and {he took of the fruit thereof.”

The female thinks. not prcrfhundl{/{,’ profound
thought is the power of the man. omen feel
more : fenfibility is the power of the woman. They
often rule more effetually, more fovereignly than
man. They rule with tender looks, tears, and fighs,
but not with paffion and threats; for, if they fo rule,
they are no longer women, but abortions.

~ They
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anfwered in the affirmative, how much is thereby
gained! But it is confpicuoufly evident that, in
man, the mind is not one character or quality, but
a world of qualities interwoven with and c-bf;:uring
each other. If each quality be exprefled by its pe-
culiar form, then muft variety of qualities be at-
tended with variety of forms; and thefe forms, com-
bining and harmonizing together, muft become
more difficult to fele¢t and decypher.

« May not fouls differ from each other merely
according to their relative connection with bodies ?
May not fouls alfo have a determinate capacity,
proportionate to the form and organization of the
body? Hence each object may make a different
impreflion on each individual ; hence one may bear

reater burthens and more misfortunes than another.
%fiay not the body be confidered as a veflel with va-
rious compartments, cavities, pipes, into which
the foul is poured, and in confequence of which mo-
tion and fenfation begin to act? And thus may not
the form of the boc%y define the capacity of the
mind?”

Thus far my unknown friend.—Figurative lan-
guage is dangerous when difcourfing on the foul ;
yet how can we difcourfe on it otherwife ! I pro-
nounce no judgment, but rely on fenfation and
experience, not on words and metaphors. What
is 1s, be your language what it will. Whether ef-
feCts all aét from the external to the internal, or the
reverfe, I know not, cannot, need not know. Ex-
perience convinces us that, both in man and beaft,
power and form are in an unchangeable, harmoniz-
ed proportion ; but whether the form be determined
by the power, or the power by the form, isa quef-
tion wholly infignificant to the phyliognomift.

Obferva-
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ther jaw, but a little inclined forward ; for, were it
perpendicular, the fhape of the neck would be de-
fective. 'Theupper part of the neck fhould be thin
and not flethy; nor the mane, which ought to be
tolerably full, and the hair long and ftraight. A fine
neck ought tobe long and elevated, yet proportion-
ate to the fize of the horfe. If too long and {mall,
the horlz would {trike the rider with his head; if too
thort and flelhy, he would bear heavy on the hand.
The head is advantageoufly placed when the fore-
head is perpendicular to the horizon. The head ought
to be bony and {mall, not too long; the ears near
each other, fmall, erect, firm, ftraight, free, and fi-
tuated on the top of the head. T'he forehead fhould
be narrow and fomewhat convex, the hollows filled
up; the eyelids thin; the eyes clear, penetrating, full
of ardour, tolerably large, as I may fay, and projeit-
ing from the head; the pupil large, the under jaw
bony, and rather thick; the nofe fomewhat arched,
the noftrils open, and well {lit, the partition thin; the
lips fine, the mouth tolerably large, the withers high
and fharp.” I muft beg pardon for this quotation
from the Encyclopedie, and for inferting thus much
of the defcription of a beautiful horfe, in a’phyfiogno-
monical eflay intended to promote the knowledge
and the love of man.
 The more accurately we obferve horfes, the more
fhall we be convinced, that a feparate treatife of phy-
fiognomy might be written on them. I have fome-
where heard a general remark, that horfes are divided
into three clafles, the fwan-necked, the {tag-necked,
and the hog-necked. Each of thefe clafles has its pe-
culiar countenance and charaéter, and from the
blending of which various others originate.
The heads of {wan-nzcked horfes are commonl
even, the forehead fmall, and almoft flat? the nole
1 extends,
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i next would plant myfelf ina public walk, or at
the crofiing of ftreets. There I would wait patient-
ly for the unknown noble countenance, uncorrupt-
ed by fame and adulation, which certainly, moft cer-
tainly, I fhould find : for in all countries on earth,
wherever a hundred common men are aflembled,
one not common may be found ; and out of a thou-
fand, ten; and I muft have, indeed, little eye, little
fenfibility for noble humanity, little faith in Provi-
dence, which feeks its adorers, if I did not find this
one in a hundred, or at leaft in the ten among a thou-
fand. He that feeketh fhall find. 1 waited not in
vain. He came, I found him, he pafled by me.
 And what were the tokens by which I difcovered
him, in every town, every nation, under every cope
of heaven, and among all people, kindred, and ton-
gues '—DBy the general combination of the counte-
nance, by the upper outline of the forehead, the eye-
brows, the balfis of the nofe, and the mouth, fo con-
formable to each other, fo parallel and horizontal,
at the firft glance. By the wrinklefs, comprefled,
yet -open forehead, the powerful eyebrows; the eaft-
ly difcerned, eafily delineated fpace between the eye-
brows, which extends itfelf to the back of the nofe,
like the great ftreet from the market-place to the
chief-gate of a city. By the fhut but freely-breath-
ing mouth ; the chin, neither haggard nor flethy ;
the deep and fhining attraltion of the eye; which
all, uncautioufly and unintentionally, betrayed them-
fclves to my refearch: or, I difcovered him even in
his foreign and diftorted form, from which the arro-
gant, felf-fuppofed handfome, would turn with con-
tempt. [ [ee through his difguife, as I fhould the
hand of a great mafter through the fmear of varnifh.

I approach the favourite of heaven. I queftion
him concerning what I do, and what I do not with

to
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bilities and incapabilities in the countenance, things
which it can will, others which it cannot. Each
pafion, open or concealed, has its peculiar language.
T'he appearance of innocence is as determinate to
the experienced eye as the appearance of health.

Bring guilt and innocence face to face, and ex-
amine them ; in your prefence, and when they fup-
pofe you do not obferve them ; in the prefence and
in the abfence of witnefles ; with juftice fee, with
juftice hear and obey, the determined voice of un-
prejudiced conviction. Remark their walk when they
enter, and whenthey leave the judgment-hall. Let the
light fall upon their countenances, be yourfelf in the
fhade. Phyfiognomy will render the torture * unnecef-
fary, will deliver innocence, will make the moft ob-
durate vice turn pale, will teach us how we may act
upon the moft hardened. Every thing human muftbe
imperfect, yet will it be evident that the torture,
more difgraceful to man than the halter, the axe, and
the wheel, is infinitely more uncertain and danger-
ous than phyliognomy. The pain of torture is
more horrible even than the fucceeding death, yet it
is only to prove, to difcover truth. Phyfiognomy
fhall not execute, and yet it thall prove ; and by its
proof, vice alone, and not innocence, fhall fuffer.
O ye judges of men, be men, and humanity fhall
teach you, with more open eyes, to fee and abhor all
that is human !

* A few years fince one philofopher wrote to another, the
torture will {oon be abolithed in Auftria. It was atked, What
thall be its fubftitute ? The penetrating lock of the judge, re-
plied Sonnenfels. Phyfiognomy will, in twenty-hive years,
become a part of jurifprudence, inftead of the torture, and
le€tures will be read in the umiverfities on the Phyffognomice

forence, inftead of the Medicina forenfis.
: CHAP.
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A great countenance will have few {fmall fecondary
traits 3 will be in grand divifions, without wrinkles;
muft exalt, muft affe&t us, in fleep, in plaifter of
Paris, in every kind of caricature; as, for example,
that of Philip de Comines.

A [ublime countenance can neither be painted nor
defcribed ; that by which it is diftinguifhed from all
others can only be felt. It muft not only move, it
muft exalt the {peGator. We mnft at once feel
ourfelves greater and lefs in its prefence than in the
prefence of all others. 'Whoever is confcious of its
excellence, and can defpife or offend it, may, as hath

.been before faid, blafpheme againft the Holy Ghoft.

CH A P. XLVIII,
Phyfiognomonical Anecdotes

I
I REQUIRE nothing of thee, faid a father to his
innocent fon, when bidding him farewel, but
that you will bring me back your prefent counte-

nance.

2
A noble, amizble, and innocent young lady, who
had been cducated principally in the country, faw
her face in the glafs as fhe pafled it with a candle
in her hand, retiring from evening prayers, and
having juft laid down her Bible. Her eyes were
cait to the ground, with inexpreflible modefty, at
the fight of her own image.  She pafled the winter
in town, furrounded by adorers, hurried away by
diffipation, and plunged in trifling amufements. She
for=
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6.

¢ There are only four principle afpects, all differ=
ent from each other, the ardent, the dull, the fixed,
and the fluctuating,”

The proof of all general propofitions is their ap-
plication. Let phyf%ngnamﬂnical axioms be applied
to known individuals, friends, or enemies, and their
truth or falfehood, precifion or inaccuracy, will eafi-
ly be determined. Let us make the experiment
with the above, and we fhall certainly find there are
numerous afpects which are not included within
thefe four : fuch as the luminous afpe&, very differ-
ent from the ardent, and neither fixed like the mea
lanchoelic, nor flutuating like the fanguine.

There is the look or afpet, which is at once ra-
pid and fixed, and, as I may fay, penetrates and at-
taches at the fame moment, There is the tranquil-
ly a&tive look, neither choleric nor phlegmatic. I
think it would be better to arrange them into the
giving, the receiving, and the giving and receiving
combined; or into intentive ang exteniive; or inta
the attracting, repelling, and unparticipating; into
the contrated, the relaxed, the ftrained, the attain-
ing, the unattaining, the tranciuil, the fteady, the
flow, the open, the clofe, the cold, the amorous, the
glrnpl}'ing, the firm, the courageous, the faithful,

Ca

R re— e

CHAP L.
Upon Portrait Painting.

PORTR AIT painting, is the moft natural, man-
ly, ufeful, noble, and, however apparently eafy,
=
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ped, efpecially the mouth, fpeaks inoffenfive tran-
‘quillity, and benevolence bordering on weaknefs ;—
More underftanding and lefs fenfibility in the nofe
than the author fuppofes himfelf to poflefs~—Some
talent for obfervation in the eye and eyebrows.

CH-ATP LI
Mifcellaneous Quotations.

I.

ﬂCAMPANELLA has not only made very ac-

curate obfervations on human faces, but was

very expert in mimicking fuch as were any way re-
markable. 'Whenever he thought proper to pene-
trate into the inclinations of thofe he had to deal
with, he compofed his face, his geftures, and his
whole body, as nearly as he could into the exaét {i-

militude of the perfon he intended to examine, and
then carefully obferved what turn of mind he feem-
ed to acquire by his change. So that, fays my au-
thor, he was able to enter into the difpofition and
thoughts of people, as effectually as if he had been
changed into the very men. .1 have often obferved
that, on mimicking the geftures and looks of angry,
or placid, or frightened, or daring men, I have in-

voluntarily found my mind turned into that paffion,

whofe appearance I endeavoured to imitate. Nay,

I am convinced, it is hard to avoid it, though one
_ftrove to feparate the paflion from its correfpondent
geftures. Our minds and bodies are fo clofely and

intimately connect =d, that on: is incapable of pain or

pleafure without the other. Campanella, of whom

we
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the more concentrated is his power, confequently the
more irrefiftible is his form of government. Thus
the bee is the greateft of mathematicians, as far as
its wants extend. Having difcovered the genius of
a man, how inconfiderable foever the circle of his
activity may be, having caught him in the moment
when his genius is in its highelt exertions, the cha-
racteriftic token of that genius will alfo be eafily
difcovered.

The approach of the Godhead cannot be nearer,
in the vifible world, and in what we denominate na-
ture, than in the countenance of a great and noble
man. Chrift could not but truly fay, ¢ He who
feeth me feeth Him that fent mc.” (God cannot,
without a miracle, be feen any where fo fully as in
the countenance of a good man. Thus the eflfence
of any man is more prefent, more certain to me, by
having obtained his thade.

Great countenances aia.ken and ftimulate each
other, excite all that can be excited. Any nation,
having once produced a Spencer, a Shakefpeare, and
a Milton, may be certain that a Stecle, a Pope, and
an Addifon will follow. A great countenance has
the credentials of its high original in itfelf.  With
calm reverence and fimplicity nourifh the mind with
the prefence of a great countenance ; its emanations
fhall attract and exalt thee. A great countenance,
“in a ftate of reft, ats more puwerfu!lg‘ than a com-

mon countenance impaflioned; its effects, 'tha:.:uugh
unrefembling, are general. The fortunate difciples,
thou gh they knew Him not, yet did their hearts burn
within them, while he talked with them bg the way,

and opened to them the fcriptures. The buyers and
fellers,
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dimple,direct,and pure? I dare undertake to main-
tain, that all men, with fome very rare exceptions,
lofe by being known. But it may alfo be proved,
by the moft irrefragable arguments, that all men
gain by being known; confequently a knowledge
‘of the heart is not detrimental to the love of man-
kind, but promotes it.

Phyfiognomy difcovers actual and poflible perfec-
tions, which, without its aid, muft ever have re-
anained hidden. T'he more man is ftudied, the more
power and pofitive goodnefs he will be difcovered
o poffefs. As the experienced eye of the painter,
perceives a thoufand fmall thades and colours, which
are unremarked by common fpetators, fo the phy-
fiognomift views a multitude of actual or poffible
perfections, which efcape the general eye of the de-
ipifer, the flanderer, or even the more benevolent
judge of mankind. '

I fpeak from experience the good which I, as 4
phyfiognomift, have obferved in.people round me;
has more than compenfated that mafs of evil, whichy
though [ appeared blind, I could not avoid feeing,

The more 1 have ftudied man, the more have 1
been convinced of the general influence of his fa-
culties; the more have I remarked, that the origin
of all evil is good, that thofe very powers which
made him evil, thofe abilities, forces, irritability,
elafticity, were all in themfelves attual, pofitive
good. 'The abfence of thefe, indeed, would have
occafioned the abfence of an infinity of evil, but fo
would they likewife of an infinity of good. The
effence of good has given birth to much evil; but
it contains in itfelf the pofflibility of a ftill infinite
increafe of good,

The lea{% failing of an individual incites a gene-
ral outcry, and his character is at once darkened,
trampled on, and deftroyed. The phyfiognomift

views
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manifeftly declared to be the epiftle of Chrift mini~
ftered by us, written not with ink, but with the {pirit
of the living God.” 2 Cor. iii. 2, 3.—What need
‘have the good of letters of recommendation to the
good ? ']ghe open countenance recommends itfelf to
the open countenance. No letters of recemmenda-
tion can recommend the perfidious countenance, nor
can any flanderer deprive the countenance, beaming
with the divine fpirit, of its letters of recommenda-
tion. A good countenance is the beft letter ot re-
commendation,

I {hall conclude with the important paflage from
the epiftle to the Romans :

« God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that
he might have mercy upon all. Oh ! the depth of
the riches, both of the wifdom and knowledge of
God! How unfearchable are his judgments, and his
ways paft finding out ! For who hath known the
mind of the Lord ? er who hath been hiscounfellor?
or who hath firft given to him, and it fhall be re-
compenfed unto him again ? For of him, and threugh
him, and to him, are all things. "T'o whom be glory
for ever. Amen.”

et e e Y PR R

C H A P.: ENG

Of the apparently falfe decifions o Pl&yﬁagﬂamy—-—o_f
j;ba general Obja.ﬁh’aj:u made to P byfiognomy—Par-
ticular objeltions anfwered.

ONE of the ftrongeft objetions to the certainty
of phyfiognomy is, that the beft phyfiognomiits

often judge very erroneoufly. 4
t
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rately—He appears to a& contrary to his internal
judgment of the man. He fpeaks notall he thinks—
"This is an additional reafon why the phyfiognomift
fo often appears to err ; and why the true obferver,
obfervation and truth are in him, is {o often miftaken,
and ridiculed. He reads the villain in the counte-
nance of the beggar at his door, yet does not turn
away, but fpeaks friendly to him, fearches hisheart,
and difcovers ;=—Oh God, what does he difcover !
~—An immeafurable abyfs, a chaos of vice |—But
does he difcover nothing more, nothing good !—Be
it granted he finds nothing good, yet he there con-
templates clay which muft not fay to the potter,
why haft thou made me thus?” He fees, prays,
turns away his face, and hides a tear which fpeaks,
with eloquence inexpreflible, not to man, but to
God alone.- He ftretches outhis friendly hand, not
only in pity toa haplefs wife, whom he bhas render-
ed unfortunate, not only for the fake of his helplefs
innocent children, but in compaffion to himfelf, for
the fake of God, who has made all things, even the
wicked themfelves, for his own glory. He gives,
perhaps, to kindle a fpark which he yet perceives,
and this is what is called (in fcripturel) giving his
heart.—Whether the unworthy man mifufes the gift,
or mifufes it not, the judgment of the donor will
-alike be arraigned. 'Whoever hears of the gift will
fay, How has this good man again fuffered himfelf
to be deceived !

Manis not to be the judge of man,and who feels
this truth more coercively than the phyfiognomift ?
‘The mightieft of men, the Ruler of man, came not
to judge the world,but to fave. Not that hedid not
fee the vicesof the vicious, nor thathe concealed them
from himfelf or others, when philanthropy requir-

ed they fhould be remarked and detected.—Yet he
judged
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gument. They, for example. may cite the female
butterfly of Reaumur, and the large winged ant,
in order to prove how much we may be miftaken,
with refpect to final caufes, in the produéts of na-
ture-—-—TheK may affert, ¢ wings, undoubtedly ap-
« pear to be given for the purpofe of flight, yet
€ thefe infects never fly ; therefore wings are not
“ given for that purpofe.—And by a parity of Tea-
“ foning, fince there are wife men, who, probably
¢ do not fee, eyes are not given for the puipofe of
« fight.”—To fuch objections I fhall make no re-
ply, for never, in my whole life, have I been able to
anfwer a fophifm. },appea] only to common fenfe.
I view a certain number of men, who all have the
gift of fight, when they open their eyes, and there
1s light, and who do not fee when their eyes are
fhut. As this certain number are not feleét, but
taken promifcuoufly, among millions of exifting
men, it is the higheft poffible degree of probability
that all men, whofe formation is fimilar, that have
lived, do live, or fhall live, being alike provided
with thofe organs we call eyes, muft fee. This, at
leaft, has been the mode of arguing and concluding
among all nations, and in all ages. In the fame de-
gree as this mode of reafoning is convincing, when
applied to other fubjeds, fo it is when applied to
phyfiognomy, and is equally applicable; and, if un-
true in phyfiognomy, it is equally untrue in every

other inftance.
I am therefore of opinion that the defender of

phyfiognomy may reft the truth of the fcience on
this propofition ¢« That it is univerfally confefled
« that, among ten, twenty, or thirty men, indifcri-
« minately felected, there as certainly exifts a phy-
« fioznomical exprefion, or demonftrable corref-
« pondence of internal power and fenfation, with

« external form and figure, as that,among the like
“ number
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