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TWELFTH

T T R
To Sir - JOSEPH BANKS Baronet
Prefident of the Royal Socicty,
ON THE
Subje of Cochineal Infcdls, difcovered at Madras,

e

By FAMES ANDERSONM.D.

=
-

-

With a Copper Plate Engraving Aunexed, of the different InsecTs mentioned in the Letters, from
: the Dirawings of DARON REICHEL.

“Alfo an Engraving of the Opuntia Mejor Spinalis obiufis mollibus, & innocentibus, and the Plan of
a Nopalry in the Bifhoprick of Guaxaca in the Kingdom of Mexico, Lxtracted {r om the Second
Volume of S1k Hans Sroang’s HisTory oF Jamarica, for the ufe of Country Gentlemen

" who may be difpofed to make Plantations, and are not in pefieffion of that Work.
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To Sir JOSEPH BANMNKS Baronet
Prefident of the Royal Society.

DEear Sap,.. . ¢

CoNCLUDED m}flal’c Letter with a {uppofition, that enough had been' written to ensble thofe-

who are fond of Natural Knowledge, to purfue the huﬂnrv of Prozail Infecls in this Country,,
farther, than it has been in my power to l rolecute ity —yet, r-..ﬂe"hnrr that my objelt, in diftating (o
many Letters, had been founded on a defive to excite a l'pmt of liberal enquiry in India—not to.
inform fo ]carur._d a body as your "md.‘u_w, —Il am fill induced to regard, any farther advances [
may cafually make in this fubject, in the fame point of view,—and rcqucﬂ' you will confider the
hb:rt}' I have taken in addrefling you, as mere ;3.? an attempt to obtain that countenance, without
which, any Knowled: e I could pret tend to in a matter fo abltraéted from my ufual ﬂlmcanuns,_
could hardly be waranted in the cye of the Public.

In revifing papers received before I had refolved to. trouble the Prefs, T find a Letter from Mr.”
Wood Surgeon of his Majefty’s 72d Regiment, at Ta 1_;-::~~‘L, dated the 14thof Januarylaft, with
fome Infects found on the Portia 1ree, w]:u"a from the tichnels of colour he imagined were Lac
Infeéts; lhﬂ:.l' were fnrivelled an: i dry from being conveyed fo far, yet I could trace the envelope®
of Silk and abdominal rinzs fuficiently to declare them of the Cochineal kind.

T

Mr. Turings Letter of Auvoult 24th, recorded in mine of SEptcmher 12th, beinz accompanied
with the fume Infelt found o the Portiz Tree, 1 was much pleaisd a few days azo to hindd this
Infect very numerous as well on the Bark, as tae axis of the leal of forne Portia Trees in the,
Gurden of Ma ‘;ur Clofe of this Eftablithment, and within a Mile ef Fert St (rct‘i‘h.., which ‘on-
examination proves to be the Greeas Qugenes, defined in my Letter of the the 25th U]{nnn.

It appears therefore this Cocers exifts in an extent of 500 Miles from Tanjore to Mafuh‘p;*:x
and can live on four diderent Plants (viz.) the Pr':_p!a'f.rur..-m Lmbli: A 4Mr.rjf‘:|frm..rm L;rﬁymy,H,
Parictaria Indica, and Portia Tree or Malva drlborea.

The Portia Trees Major Clofe told me were only planted cuttings uhmt a month ago, but
had already put torth tender branches a foot in length—Ii‘rom canveiiation with the Major who
has made great pr:}hf iency in the Hinloftan Taongue, I learn that the CUpxntia is known to them
by the name Fungley Rundey, of which l believe it is moare praper; to taxe notice, as this [.anguage
1s fnoken by molt Governmeat Oincers in ey cry part ol ‘the I L.lmlJ,li and may he ]p to alliit aur
enyguiries after the Cocnineal [hitie.

Father

it sl
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Father Plumier, fromthe Sienr de Lact, and his own obfervation, declared to the World in the
Years 1692 and 1693, that Cochineal was an Oviparous Infect, which was found on various
Trees in America, but that all kinds of Plants were not equally proner to fupply them with
Aliment capable of producing a thorouzh Rednefs, and tazretore tae  Inhabitants of thole
Couantries fed them on the Opuntizm with Red juice'-"-., and that the choice for Culuvating
Ceochineal ought to be made of fuch, wiole Fruit produces the finelt Fed juice,

T'he accounts of Father Plumier correlponded with the general opinion, but nofcener did he appear
to efbiblifh a rational idea of the culture, than interefted Men foundit cxpelient to miicprifent
him in France, and declare the Cochineal a Vegerable feed, of which fome pretended viicuptions.
were given.

The notions of Mankind refpeQing Cochineal feem to have been in this manner perplexed
with a doubt of its Vegstable or Animal Nuture, till the Great Lewenhoeck by tne m.lp of his
Glatles, difcovered the i Legs of an Infc& in the dried Specimens wiich he examined. But it
is a melancholy truth that 2 Paper faid to be written by a Cochineal Meichant of Amiterdam at
this period, found its way into the 'I'ranlactions of the Rovar SocieTy of London, o excite the
wonder where, or how, fuch 2 number of little Infelts could be colletted, which imprefied an
opinion it was much more probable, the Cochineal Imported from New spain was a V egetable
feed, than an Infect, and the full belief of what ttu,r could not fec with their own & yES, WS
relerved by the World, for the demonitration of Progall Lnfecls by the Lluitrious Reaimur.

Since his time the great improvements in Natural Hiftory, approaching to an Anatomical
defeription cven of Infects, has furnithed us with fome of this Clals in feveral Countiles, which
were like his Progall Inlects Fiviparons, but the accounts of Father Plhinicr, the Coceus Adonia
dum quoted by Linneus, from the memoirs of Gegfrey, the Fauna Swecica, and Leder w-.".'m,
with the account [ have given of the Caccus Cazenesy will ferve to prove a variety in this par

cular.
Fort St. George, I am with much Eflteem,
O&. 18th, 1787, Dear Sir,

Your obedient Servant.

JAMES ANDERSON.
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