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the newfpaper fons of Efculapiﬁs, who confefl-
edly have one for fourteen years? Caufa latet,
vis ¢ft notiffima. | x

That it is one of the undoubted prerogatives
of the crown to grant exclufive charters, I am
ready to acknowledge : but that the crown (per-
fonified ‘as the reader wills) underftands phyfic
or the qualifications of phyficians, I am as ready
sot to acknowledge. That fuch a power may
rightly judge of the qualifications for good eat-
ing and drinking; competent, confequently, to
grant charters to corporate bodies, confifting of
mayor, aldermen and burgeffes, whofe chief
amount of ufefulnefs is, at public feafts, to get
fuddled and f{urfeited, I feel not difpofed to de-
ny: but that the fame power thould compre-
hend the caufes, remote and proximate, the in=
dications preventative, palliative, or curative,
of fevers, palfies, epilepfies, dyfenteries, gout,
rheumatifm, &c. or the operative virtues of an-
timony, calomel, mufk, camphire, valerian,
caftor, bark, &c. I feel myfelf not only dif-
pofed to deny, but to ridicule,

Every corperate inftitution, or eftablithment,
in arts, {ciences or ethics, inftead of extending
knowledge and improvement, retard them.—

How
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"How is aman to perform a journey if he is ftopt
at an inn on the road ? How is a perfon to give
an accurate defcription of objects, when he fhuts
his eyes, and defires another to fee for him ?—
Or, to draw clofe to our fubje@, how can a
phyfician prefcribe amedicine, with rational con~
fidence, integrity or fuccefs, who has not re-
peated unequivocal knowledge of its effects on
former occafions ; but, on the contrary, takes its
wvirtues upon truft from the authority of another ;
which other had his report from a predeceflor ;
he from his; and fo on till we arrive at fome
remote father of phyfic, who, in the infancy ox
knowledge, but full grown ftate of credulity and
fuperftition, was little qualified to make juft
and faithful conclufions from apparent premifes.

~ This is the genealogy and origin of the prefent
practice of phyfic ; and in order that it fhould
never be other than what it is, royal colleges of
phyficians have locked up the genealogical fe-
cret or myftery, in ftrong boxes, of which they
only have the keys, for the exclufive ufe and
emolument of their refpetive members. What
is this but quackery on a large, pompous fcale,
for the lives of the feveral members s while that
exhibited in new{papers is upon an humble, nar-
Tow one, limited by fourteen years? The fame
auguit
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of all power and authority, whether ecclefiaftic
or civil, and be the univerfal governing prin-
ciple of every nation and people.

By it, Popery, a furprifing compound of ci-
vil tyranny and fpiritnal corruption, was efta-
blifhed the dominant religion of the European
world ; though containing in its bofom worfe
evils, more horrid excefles, than ever deformed
the worft period of Pagan times : in confequence
of which, the Decity was neceflitated to inter=
pofe, a third timne, by the inftrumentality of
the firft reformers on the continent, and thofe
of a later date in England, to faye mankind from
total darknefs and ruin,

By it, all the nations fubfifting in the Chrif-
tian world, are, at this moment, tinGured, more
or lefs, with civil tyranny and ecclefiaftical cor-
ruption, not even excepting the felf-flattered

feats

RULE, AND ALL AUTHORITY AND PoWER : for he muft
reign, till he hath put all ENEMIES (that is, ¢ all rule, all
authority and power”) under his feet.,””—Why has this
friking paflage been fo long mifapprehended and mifapplied,
by its being confidered exclufively in reference to a fpiri=
tual power 2—Spiritual power, in the abftra&t, there can be
none,  Prayer books and fermons are not foldiers. No! a!
power upon earth is civily political, or fecular in its nature,
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blithed beyond a doubt, by this confideration,
a f2& which comes within the knowledge of
every one, that the farther removed the people
are from the vicinities of a court, the more art=-
lefs, innocent, virtuous, hofpitable, contented,
and peaceable, they will always be found. 1
have made the remark in three kingdoms: had
I refided alternately 7z @// the nations of Europe,
inftead of three, the fame remark, I am confi-
dent, muft have been unavoidable. People have
got into fuch confirmed habits of thinking,
faying and acting, at court, iz ome way, that
erring and finning are become as habitual and
familiar, as the equilibrium of legs, or the poife
of fhoulders.—No one who dzffers not from the
world can be of ufe to that world : the whole
can never reform itfelf : reformation muft com-
mence among the parts far from a court.

Monopolies of knowledge, fhould feem like -
monopolies of the fun, or the ocean. Know=
ledge can only be confined by the individual to
himfelf; and that only for the term of his na-
tural life! Knowledge, bounded by a charter,
and handed over by parchment-right from one
age to another, fuppofes man never dies, or dead,
refuffitates in a parchment-form. Many a man
lives by parchment in anotber way, we allow ; but

royal
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fhould feem an ungracious {pecimen to afcertain
“the principle, dignity and decorum of an inftitu-
tion. The man who praifes a chartered body,
of which he makes one, 1s all the while but
flattering himfelf. To flatter one’s felf is a proof
we want delicacy of breeding and fentiment.

A fubject of England, extols that celebrated
{pot beyond all the nations of the world. A
fubjet of France, Germany, Spain, &c. thinks
and fpeaks in the fame high ftyle of national
primogeniture, or local excellence. Vernacu-
lar language calls this the virtue of Patrioti{m :
I would call it the virtue of felf-adulation. A
clergyman when he gets a cure or living in an
eftablifhed church, deems him{elf bound almoft
to idolize that church, as being the pureft and
moft excellent of any. This is called ortbodoxy,
and in the fafthionable currency of opinion, is
efteemed a virtue, or grace, which, like the
rod of Aaron, among the rods of the magicians,
fwallows up the reft: or, like Charity, is to
hide a multitude of fins. A multitude of fins,
it is confefled on all hands, are to be hid; nor
do I think any thing fhort of a divine a&t of
folvency, or forgivenefs, will be adequate to the
cafe. A cleric defends a cleric, becaufe he is a.
cleric. He may as well defend him “bt_’;qauf; he

- has
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quantum,merutt is wantmg ; and if that s, every

thing muﬁ be. If the influence of a pamcular
great man (great and little are, for thc moft
part, arbitrary and convertible tcrms) is to pro-
cure thofe peculiar hnnaurs only due to wrfdnm,
fclence, phllc}fnph Vs wrtue, and long tried pub-
lic or prnfeﬁional excellence ; then may it fu-
percede thefe, and fave mﬁmte 1mt1atory pams
and ﬂudy to acqmre them iy

But the thing it(elf, even in fuppofition, is
a difgrace to the moft divine of all fciences and

arts, that of prefcrwng the life of man, and -

rendcrmg the enjoyn*ents and foIacemcnts of
that life defirable and unalloyed. What i is the

trreateﬂ: eftate, the poﬁcfﬁon Gf' thc moft mag- :
mﬁcent manﬁon and domam, nay, evcn a myal -

but to ﬁamp this great truth as w:th the feal

of Heaven, that the meaneft tenant of the firft,
and the meaneft {ubject of the latter, is, in pnf- :

fefiion” of "health, lifting his bofum, ferening

his countenance, and ftretching him at night -

on the more than down bed of peaceful fleep,. ,thc
happler, the more truly enﬂable of thc twn. |

And fhall thofe ngnmes, which men, per—
baps, m ‘the commendable pride and fwell “of
6. R thnught
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thought have annexed to a profeffion fo truly
excellent (when properly exercifed) be thrown
‘away, in confequence of a mifuomer, blundered
‘upon by men of rank and mﬂuence, in favour of
the:r fnends that 15, ﬂlall fuch d1gn1t1es be
beﬂuwed by antn:lpatmn or to exprefs it in
ucnmmnn language, {}1311 a man receive the
wagcs of labour, whatever they or it may be,
before he has performed any part of that labour,
pr only perhaps juft begun to p?rfarm it?

I have knﬁwn more than one or two inftances,
not {mly in Eng]and but in Scotland and Ire-
land, of phyficians being admitted members of
royal colleges, juft upon their commencement of
]:)uﬁnefs, or a few years after. This, doubtlefs,
;s a leadmg ermr, a fundamental miftake. Such *

mrmrs and miftakes do not happcn in the army or

| navy, in the church or at the bar ; thnugh de-

| partments mcomparably of lefs eftimation, - for

- #fefulnefs, than that which prolongs life by in~
furing health, and, confequently, infuring all
the enjoyments and comforts within the reach
pf that chiefeft of human bleflings.

An enfi ign, a captain, a rna_]or, a colnnel
‘mutft continue fuch for fome time, before he is
admliﬁble as a gencral officer, A midthipman

muﬂ
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fides ; as a kind of provincial Den‘)r fcattering hlS
favours and bleflings around him, inftead of
{quandering his furtune on the parade of life
('which does more credit to his domeftics and
coach-horfes, than h:mﬁ:lf) on high living,
gambling, horferacing, and an ool round of

frivolous

ferioufnefs and punctuality only becoming rational beings,
when their moft facred and valuable concerns are at ftake.
Did not people difcontinue to think, though they continue
to breathe, fpeak, eat, drink and {leep, fuch matter of afto=

nithment

aftray.—=No ! I do not; but would beg leave to make this
remark, that, he who does not ftart from his fubjeét, that
is, recede in a& from fyftem, fathion, habit; prejudice, or,
in one word, FOLLY, can never do good. In mufic
(one of the fweeteft reliefs of human life) deviations from
the ey, or a fucceflion of happy intercurrent difcords, car-
ried forward with judgment in fugue, &e. again meeting the
key, form the luxury of harmonic feeling. Without diffa-
nants there could be no perfeét harmony in mufic ; and with-
out fngularity in opinion and tafte, regarding the prefent
low fallen ftate of the moral world, there could be no re=
formation of principle, or melioration of manners, any
where. It is the world adting all one way, that makes the
world fo bad. That #¢ is bad, 1 appeal to the King in his
proclamations for faft-days, and to the Bifhops in their
forms of prayer. Indeed, without fuch refpeétable infor-
mation, [ fhould have known it to be fo. This is my rea-
fon and apology for introducing religion, philofophy and
morals, into every thing I write : what in the form of fer-
mons might not be read, may, p:rhaps, take the reader by
furprife, and engage him, where he little expeled to meet
with any fuch thing.
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more or lefs, always prevents every nifus or
tendency to the furface and extremities, Indeed
the thing 1s felf-evinced : for if the humours
are detained, or in a ftagnated ftate witbin, from
whatever caufe (which makes up the idea of co/~
tivenefs ) they cannot appear outwardly, {o as to
form either a difeafe of the fkin, or the articu-
lations. Independent of this fingle antipodagric
caufe, I could wifh Dr. Lee would explain af-
ter what manner any thing, dormant and inac-
tive in the conftitution, can either forward or
retard. Itis a point worthy of his moft fober
inveftigation ; and what I could wifh to fee dif-
cuffed with ability and impartiality.—But to
continue the confideration of an important {fub-
ject. |

"An interval of two years, in gouty habits, is
by no means extraordinary ; efpecially, when
patients verge towards age; in which cafe, the
remiffions become longer, and the attacks lefs
fevere. Notwithftanding this, I can recolle&
arthritic perfons who have had ftated {mart re-
turns of gout, on the down-hill fide of 70.—
But fuch inftances are rare. The writer has
been fubjet to the gout a long while, but his,
generally, 1s a triennial one, though yet not
turned the hill of life. He always perfetly

ICCOVErS
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nal, local ailment; therefore, cannot excite a fe=
ver, unlefs a flight (ymptomatic one, from the
fretfulnefs and reftle(s impatience of fome pa-
tients under pain. Even when this dreadful
malady is out of its proper place, attacks fome
inward foft part, and kills the patient, no fever
attends it, but the contrary. Iam rather in=-
clined to think Mr. M’s fever was of the low
kind, from a frequently repelled, ill-treated
gout, accompanicd with a low, weakening re-
gimen. The latter I only infer from vencefec-
 tion having been ufed, and nitre given him in
one of his attacks. ‘This leads me to Dr. Lee’s
fecond omiffion in narrating his patient’s cale.

He does not give his reader the fmalleft hint
what diet, or manner of living, the old gentle-
man ufed, either in health or ficknefs. Though,

refpecing the former, no information might have
~ been nece{fary, certainly, refpecting the latter,
- it was indifpenfibly fo. Young medical readers,
for whom he feems particularly anxious, muft
be led aftray, inftead of being inftructed, by
the perufal of Dr. Lee’s pamphlet. In all dif-
orders, regimen, the dietetic management of
' them, is 2 leading clue of information. Where
it is wanting, the young ftudent mu/? wanacr :
he travels without a guide, The moft fecu it

| GUicHe
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folicitoufly, like his brethren of Bath, for pa-
tients : proftituting the divineft of all arts, that
of healing, to the pitiful mediocrity of a com=
mon #rade, which, generally, has not one ob-.
je& but the acquifition of riches. The phyfi-
cian who fithes for patients (and what town or
country phyfician does not?) fithes only for
golden fifkes 5 1. e. gold, imprefled with the pre=.

cious royal caput.

The fuppreflion of the fediment and iffue-dif=
charge, muft have been owing—not to fever,
except that of weaknefs—ecither to the patient’s
age, which fupplied him with pabulum for na?.—
ther; or to a deficiency of nourifhment and
ftrength derived from meat and drink ; whereby
the vis vite became out of tone, and rendered
the conftitution incapable to fupport either 7=
tural or artyficial difcharges,- In this forlorn
ftate, Dr, Lee informs us, that the patient became
convinced, ¢ the fimy fediment which appeared
in bis urine, did not proceed from an ulcer in
his bladder, but that part being weak, Nature-
(happily for him) zbrew off the gouty humour
that way” (page 13). The Docor’s reafoning
here is by no means accurate or convincing.—-
‘The gouty humour never fixes or defpumates.
any where, externally: or internally, without

previous



(3 887)

previous inflammation and pain. Befide, what
he fays in this place, is inconfiftent with what
occurs in another, where we find the patient
“¢ feized with a violent ftrangury, accompanied
with a fever, for which he was blooded ;” and
that fome time after, an offenfive fmelling fedi-
ment appeared, for the firlt time, in his urine
(page 3). Here is a regular procefs, viz. in-
flammation, maturation, f{upperation, and an
offenfive difcharge. All this could not arife
from the mere weaknefs of a part, unlefs Dr.
Lee annexes an idea to the term, hitherto un-
known. If he does, he fhould have explained
itin his peculiar fenfe, which he has not any
where attempted to do.

Indeed, a proper felection of terms, clearly
exprefled, is abfolutely neceffary for the due
communication of knowledge. Telling us,
moreover, that the gouty humour was attracted
by a weak part, is a petitio principii. 'That part
muft have always been weak, and always at-
traGed the gouty humour; whereby he fhould
all along have had fits of ftrangury, inftead of
regular attacks in the extremities. Befide, it
is the experienced nature of the gout, moftly
o pufh forward to the ftrongeft, not the weakeft
parts, fuppofing no ulceration of the former.

' The
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between three and four pounds : an extraordi-
nary quantity, indeed, to 4o govd.

I (hall bring forward one other inftance : many
are in my power, had I room for infertion. |
know a lady (not a patient of mine) who once
a year, fome times twice only in three years, is
feized with a day-lethargy or profound fleep,
which lafts, at a time, between the mediums of
twelve and fixteen hours 3 during which no at-
tempt is made to fupply her with nourifhment,
At the termination of this odd fleepy paroxyfm,
fhe is attacked with violent ftomach-ficknefs,
heaves gently, and throws up vaft quantities of
florid, fluid bile. She commences a perfect ftate
of health and fpirits afterward, which lafts the
accuftomed interval ; and is capable, beyond
moft of her fex, of exertion and exercife. She
is now near the middle period of life, and, I
think, bids fair to arrive at the extremity, in due
time, aided by her conftitutional fleeps, and
their confequences. She is uncommonly accu-
rate in her general mode of living,

. With all due deference to Dr. Lee’s ¢¢ fingu-
lar cafe of fediment,” I muft be allowed to fay,
the four foregoing fhort narratives are more fin-

gular than his, though by no means worthy of
particular
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particular obfervation. We often call a thing
extraordinary, merely becaufe, 'in contratted
lines of remark and experience, we may never
have met with it before; though others may
have numerous cafes to produce more extraor-

dinary ftill. An infe& perched upon the top
of a chariot, and not feeing beyond its furface,
might think, did infects think, that the whul:
world moved on two pair of wheels: but what
would the eagle fay, did eagles {peak, when ecle-
vated aloft among the clouds, he beheld this
fame chariot, {o proudly wrapt in duft, dimi-
nithed almoft to an evanefcent point ?

~ We are told Mr. M— ¢ continued well un-
til the commencement of September, 1777, be-
ing then in the 73d year of his age.” 'This ftate
of being well, we muft date from feventeen days
after the end of January, a period confifting of
not quite feven months. During this time the
reader has no information whether the fediment
actually ftopt or not : we are only informed that
the old man became at length convinced, its
ftated recurrence was neceflary to his health,—
But it is altogether reafonable to fuppofe it was
fupprefied, previous to his walking in marfhy
ground. It is impoflible wez feer thould fo fud=
denly have produced a headach and violent paun_
in
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air?  Surely we have royal alts and ediéts, al-
moft beyond arithmetical count, takinginevery
nation ab origine mundi, infinitcly—as trifling.

¢ Having recovered from this dangerous fitu=
ation,” we are told, * he went to London,
where he enjoyed tolerable hecalth until the
commencement of November, 1777. Having
fome bufine(s in the city, he walked a great
deal,” and, ¢ the weather being then remark-
ably hazy and damp, got wet in bis feet (wick-
ed, wicked wrT!) and came home with a fb/-
vering fit” (page 16). In the page preceding
it is faid, ¢ he continued well until the coma
mencement of September, 1777 ;" {o that, taka
ing in the period of his convalefcing, ¢ the
courfe of three weeks” (page 16) his enjoyment
of recovery from a “ dangerous fituation,” muft
have lafted but seven pays. And will Dr.
Lee call this a 7ecovery ¢ He may ; but I {ub«
mit it to his after thoughts, whether it was not
a mockery of convalefcence, rather than a re-
covery. What non-fignificants muft have been
(I will deliver my mind bong/tly) his-** proper
poultices and cataplafms,” his *¢ aperient ner=
vous pills, No. 2,” his ¢ diuretic ptifan, in
each quart of which, a drachm of the zer. fo<
liats tartar (diuretic falt) had been diffolved ;*
| when
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when his patient’s infurance of Liealth only lafted
féven days, and all his powers of prefcription,
above ftated, were overthrown by a little wet
on London flags? We find, in this inftance,
that (tones, madefied by damp, hazy weather,
as well as marthy ground, can produce fewver,
with all its dreadful concomitants.—Alas ! alas !
what avails the art of phyfic, with a royal col-
lege of phyficians at its head, when the fan-
nings of the winds of Heaven, and the imbibi-
tious, through leather, of Heaven’s gentle dews
and rains, fet it at nought; breathe away its
powers on the defert air, and condole over its
impotency in the weepings of a humid vapour ?

. We find matters, at length, brought to fuch
acrifis, that Dr, Lee ¢ began to fear for Mr.
M’s life.” Ad&uated by his fears, he propofed
to have a confultation of the faculty, to which
the patient’s relations agreed.  Accordingly,
two eminent men were called in, Dr. Heberden,
apd the late Dr. Petit, to fix upon a plan of re-
licf for the old gentlcmen It does not appear
what the joint opinion cf the medical triuma
virate was. By deduction, it feems fair to pre-
fume they did »et defpazlr of his recovery, as
they prefcribed {uch variety of apothecary-ftuff,
the very recital of which, would appear fuffici-

ent
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compounded with bot, and fedatives with flinu-
lants ; had two oppofite effects, and therefore
fufpended each other’s powers. But though, in
ene refpect, neither doing good nor harm; in
two others, they were highly prejudicial : firft,
by naufeating the ftomach, and giving it a total
difrelifh for nourithment; and {fecondly, by en-
groffing that important time which might have
been devoted to a wunity of defizn, and decifive
activity of operation. Yet, I do not deny, that
Dr. Lee had the whole college of phyficians at
his back, in his manner of treating Mr. M—;
and that, particularly, in the confultation he
mentions, it was a flattering circumftance, to
a junior phyfician, to have fuch men of fame
ftanding on his fide, as the late Dr. Petit, and
prefent Dr. Heberden. But I am quite of Ho-
race’s mind—-*¢ nullius jurare in verba magiftri.”
The reverfe of this excellent rule, which has
1o lefs manlinefs than reafon in it, has led the
too patient world altray for a thoufand years
and more, not only in phyfic, but in politics,
ethics, divinity, and law.

The intermixture of diffimilar ingredients in.
the {fame compofition, in order to produce one
fpecific effet (for in every thing there can be
but one right and ene wrong) is, perhaps,

fcarcely
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fcarcely to be paralelled any where among the
follies and extravagancies of {yftem. The only
thing I know which refembles it, is, a pofition
of the theological fchools, viz. that faith can-
not fave without works, nor works without
faith : the Englith of which is, that an affir-
mative can prove nothing without a negative ;
. e. a negative, ating upon an aﬂirmatwe,
makes the latter a negative alfo, and wvice ver/a.
Right, fay the grammarians: with us two ne-
gatives make an affirmative ; and why not like-
wife in phyfic and divinity? Cold and hot,
ftimulant and anti-ftimulant, compounded /-
cundam artem medicorum regii collegie London-
enfis, by negativing each other, that is, form=
ing two negatives, affirmatively may cure; in
like manner, as faith, the negative of works,
and works the negative of faith, may fzve affir-
matively.—But this pamphlet is become too
bulky for excurfion, Suffice it to fay, recurs
ring to our particular fubjec, that a prefcrip~
tion, which equally heats and cools, binds and
relaxes the inteftinal canal, a# once; is a trick
of fcience, mere profeffional hocus pocus, and
an impofition on the good fenfe of the world.—
One hand hauling a drowning man out of the
water, and angther pullmg him back again, can
neither drawn nor fave the poor half-fuffocated,
tantalized {ufferer, H_a\ung
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was prepared that it fhould) on this account; he
drank the water at the King’s Bath; which Jat .
eafy on his ftomach, and pajfed off freely (page
20).—Strange | he was prepared medically for
the one, and it difagreed with him while rea=
ders are not told he had been prepared for the
other, yet it agreed with him. In this ftate of
incertitude, whether Dr. Crofs Bath, Dr. King’s
Bath, or Dr. Preparation, was the frue dottor,
how are we ultimately to judge ? Eafily thus:
Dr. Conflitution et afide the other three, and

performed all that was performed.

Serioufly, to lift my eye off Dr. Lee, and fix
it on the BaATu FacvrTy, the whole is a lu~
dicrous, fhameful bufinefs, and calls for the fe~
vere{t animadverfion. I thall, however, inftead
of filling my pen with the gall of bitternefs, jult
. dip its point in it.

Phyﬁcians, when they defpair utterly of re-
covering patients, having worn out their con-
ftitutions with drugs, and fet up an apnthecary S
fhop in their ftomachs, meet in learned confuls
tation; and, inftead of confefling their fault,
like honeft, ingenuous men, add toit, by con-
figning their unhappy patients to'the phyficians
of Bath or Briftol : men: as certain to blunder

as
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as themfelves. If the fulphurous waters of the
one, or the cretacious of the other, fail to cure;
fulphur and chalk, diffolved in their appropriate
menftruums, are to bear the blame: while doc-
tors, who originally, or latterly, brought the
whole feries of fymptoms on which terminated
in the grave, are not only confidered as inno-
cent, but loaded with popularity and applaufe,

There is one eafy remedy for fuch feientific
Jolly. — Let patients, with fpirit and fenfe,
when they find themfelves grow worfe in the
hands of their do&ors, difinifs them without
ceremony, as they would domeftics, not perfarm=
ing their work. Next, let them, of their own
choice, get away to Bath, and not fuffer them-
felves to be configned, in the way of trade,
from one fet of do&ors to anather. I will ven-
ture to fay, the ftated difcreet adjuftments, early
rifing, exercife, and pleafingly diverfified amufe-
ments (almoft without end) of that delightful
city, will be their beft do&or, and what ought
to fupercede every other.

The neceffity of preparation for drinking the
Bath waters with fafety, is a neceflity of trade,
not a medical one. If thefe waters require me-
dicines to counteract their bad effects, they

ought
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fwect ftrains of the orcheftre, and paying in their
coftly offerings at the ever {moaking fhrines of
the Goddefs of health. Great great is the
health-reftoring, life-preferving Goddefs of
Bath, cry the phyficians, apothecaries, pump-
ers, bathers, undertakers, coflin-makers, graves
diggers, &c. may fhe never want worfhippers
from all quarters of the ﬁorid—Pneﬂs, prieft-
effes, craftfmen, craftfwomen, and others of
like occupation. He nuge in feria ducent.

"The fenfe of giddinefs and beadach, afcribed
to the waters, uzaffified, or taken in too great
quantity, 1is not peculiaf to them; therefore,
means nothing. Let any gouty, or bilious fto-
mach, lngurcrltate one, two, thrce, or more
tumbler glaffes of fimple warm water, and he
or fhe, to whom fuch ftomach unfbrtunately be-
longs, will certainly perceive the fame effes.
In both cafes, fuch fymptoms folely and wholly
arife from the water diftending, relaxing and
weakening the ftomach ; confequently, not freely
pafling downward. - The warmth of water is the
fame, whatever heats it to a certain pitch: nor
doth the heat of the Bath waters, acqmrud un-
der ground, at all differ from culinary heat :
fomuch, thata glafs of pump water fuffercd to
ftand till it is cold, and then wargied over a

common
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fenlibility, and particularly fympathetic with
thofe of the head, as conftitute the fine villous
coat of the ftomach. The flimulating and in-
vigorating quality of the correctors, above re-
commended, prevents this zervous derangement ;
and, by roufing the mufcular energy of the {to-
mach, the waters are propelled downwards,
are obforbed on all fides, and, by a quick
tran(miffion, reach the kidnics and bladder.

Some people who ¢¢ ftrain at a'gnat and {wal-
Tow a camel,” will be quite frighted at the idea
of carrying a dram bottle in their pockets. Ta
fuch 1 have nothing to fay but, that they need
not be frighted on the prefent occafion, more
than at their own fhadows, when funthine fur=
rounds them.—Thefe good people never take
fright at fitting down to the firongeft and richeft
varieties of eating ; the caufe, with exercife
chained to morning pillows, to warm rooms,
and card tables, of all our maladies, whether
within, or on the furface.

There {cems to be an inconfiftence in the hu

man charaéter which baffles all advice, remon=
ftrance, and admonition.— A perfon will be
#artled at putting a tea-fpoonful or two of any
- appropriate {pirit into a glafs of Bath water, who
| fcruples
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eulogy of all parties and companies : whereas
the many were everlaftingly configned to the cave
of oblivion and forgetfulnefs.

I have not only the misfortune to differ from
Dr Lee, oto cwlo, regarding the fanitive vu*tues
of the Bath waters, but likewife regarding the
effes of warm bathing. He is the firlt phyfi-
cian in the world, perhaps, who afcribes a
frenthening quality to tepid baths. As well
might he afcribe re/axing qualities to cold baths,
If the one be true, the other muft be true likes
wife. But as oppofites can never produce the
fame effect, it will not, it cannot believe for me,
that what, in the nature of things, relaxes and
weakens, can poffibly brace or firengthen.—
Perhaps, credibile quia impoffible eff. We have
as many STRANGE THINGS faid in phyfic, as
in divinity : but poor Maffer Faith muft fwal-
low them all.—Poor Mafter Faith! '

To ftay an hour in warm water, heated to
ninety degrees of Farenheit’s thermometer,
fhould feem 2 wonderful indulgence of Iuxury,
by medical advice. We are told (page 22) ““he
always got out of the bath fronger and in better
Spirits.”  Then, doubtlefs, it muft have been in

confequf:nc: of leaving the fluid bchmd him,
and
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his dog-day heights, to cool the conflitatiorial
t:crvbui' of nature; lace up the ftays of Madant
Relaxation ; put into the hand of the folids the
ﬁ:e tre of dominion over the fluids ; and to ren-
der thefe faid fluids, hentef’ﬂrth and for ever,
obedxent to the folids,

We now approach the cataftrophe, after a va-
riety of hair-breadth efcapes. < The latter
end of March, 1781,” our patient, * having
dined in company with many of his acquain-
tance; and forgetting that he was far advanced
in years, and an invalid, he indulged himfelf in
eating and drinking improper things, and caught
a fevere cold the fame evening ; and now the fe-
diment, the faral fediment, got out of its wonted
| courfe, and was Jupprefled for ever : and, not-

withftanding he had all the aid that medicine
could adminifter, DE AT H f(natched him
from his relations and friends” (page 23). O
cruel Death! to fnatch a man away at the age
of feventy-five (which is fome years beyond
David’s period of human life) O cruel Death'!
O cruel, cruel Death!

¢ In two days after his death he ‘was opened.”
I cannot conceive on what account, His dif-

order all along was apparcat; a gout fometimes
' fettled,
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fettled, and oftener put of its way, by officious
prefcnptlun, and the patient’s own mdxﬁ:retmns.
There was nothlng myfterious in any c:nc at=
tack Mr. M— had, in confequence of the re-

tmpulfed, ill- treated gout. The fﬂdll‘ﬂ&nt in=
deed, in the bladder, on Dr, Lee’s hypothefis,

was myfterious : but to me it feems impoffible,
that offenfive, purulent matter, could be formed
in any cafe, without fome local inflammation
and fupperation.,

On examining the internal parts, we find
(page 24) “ one fide of the zeck of the bladder
was flightly mzflamed.” 'This, I have no doubt,
had the old gentleman lived longer, would have
increafed, and generated future quantities of fe-
diment, or offenfive matter, as ufual ; and wag
an appearance which, I think, puts the truth
of my theory, refpecting the formation of hua
mour, out of difpute. Inﬂammatmn accord-
ingly was the cau/e which produced the humour,
and was not occafioned by the acrimony of #4a¢
humour, as Dr. Lee {urmiles.

I would afk the Do&or, what was the caufe
of the pained, fwoln tefticle (page 15) and the
violent pain in the regio epigafirica?” (page 17)
The fame fort of effort, yndoubtedly, to lacate,

' gipen,
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Laftly, {uppofing a diforder to exift in the
blood, by drawing it off by the lancet, the
phlebotomift lets out fue parts of that power,
which is to fubdue the diforder, for one part
wherein the diforder may be fuppofed to exift ;
that is, in terms eafier underftood ; the opera-
tion lets out five parts good (at leaft) for one
part bad blood. But the extended confideration
of this fubje&, makes a large part of 2 work
foon to appear,

He took refrigerant medicines. Thefe, next
to phlebotomy, do infinite mifchief in gouty
cafes ; by debilitating that conftitutional force,
or nifus, by which an external, local diforder is
formed, in the relief of the interior habit.—
They not only do pofitive but negative mifchief 3
the latter by monopolizing time and opportu-
nity, when articles of invigoration, nutriment,
and {upport, might have been adminiitered.

He was plunged into warm baths ; one of the
moft powerful counteraltives of the ftationary
oout. Warm bathing keeps every thing within
the {yftem, floating about innocuous during the
procefs of immerfion, but untoning every ex=
cretory-exertion of the human machine. Dur-
ing its effs@ts, the refult is fimilar to the fun’s

{landing
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que of ity wonted courfe,* and was fupprqﬁed
for every” (page 23) he might have faid thus,
‘¢ and now the fwelled legs, the fatal fwelled legs 5
now the bleeding piles, the fatal bloeding piles;
got out of their wonted courfe, and were fip-
preffed for ever.” NIL YERQO VERIUS.

Could the patient’s conftitution have conti-
nued powerful enough ftatedly to throw down
the f{ediment in his urine, I allow he would
not have been ‘¢ f{eized with violent pains in his
baowels, an headach, and high- fever, which
faatched him from his relations and friends, on
the e/eventh day of this diforder” (pige 23) but
I muft be allowed an equal right to fay, that
had his conftitution been powerful enough in
continuing to depofit THE GOUTY DESPUMA~
TioN in his legs, or to have given it an outlet
by the hemorrhoidal vefiels, he would have
furvived, as long as thefe lafted, even fuppofing
the fediment mean time to have been fuppreffed
Jor ever. Any one of them would have been a
a {ubftitute for the other, and during its ftati«
- onary returns, have prolonged the old man’s
| life,

- Dr. Lee's expreffion here is inaccurate. It could not
be a fediment till it fubfided in the urine ; and .*:b.m, furely,
it could not be eut of its wonted courfe. The Dotter
doubtle(s meant, the matter of the fediment.
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oftspring, lineal and collateral, ta this day, are
only to be fet down with the ftars of Heaven,
or the {ands upon the fea-{hore.

Hippocrates’s aphorifms, upon which thofe
of Boerhaave are chicfly founded, excepting cer=
tain alterations conneéted with the true circu-
lation of the blood, unknown to the former,
are the gofpel of modern practice, and more {u-
perftitioufly venerated and oblerved, than the
REAL GosPer. One charaéleriftic excellence,
however, the latter has over the former, and
what fhould recommend it to univerfal accept«
ance, and that is, its divine {implicity and clear-
nefs of meaning: whereas the former, as all
{purious Gofpels ever are, is fyftematically com=
lex, intricate, and embarraffed. It is, notwith-
ftanding, what the royal colleges of phyficiang
have formed thcir pharmacopeias upon; and
which, of courfe, every phyfician makes the
ftandard of his practic; the phyficians of Eng-
land, ufing the London ; thofe of Scotland, the
Edinburgh ; and thofe of Ireland, the Dublin
pharmacopeeia. It remains to be obferved, that
while fuch compofitions are put into the hands
of young prallitioners, by authority, Phyfic will
remain in the ftate Religion is at this day, in
confequence of leaning on creeds and articles

({piritual
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fhall conclude mine, thows he has not deeply
inveftigated his fubje&, or thrown any light
upon it, beyond the lamp-oil glimmers of a col-
lege. ¢¢ By this method the patient was duly
prepared 5 and the BATH WATER generally
brought down the fedimenz, or occafioned a fit
of the gouT.” The preparation confifted in the
patient’s taking Dr. Lee’s aperient, nervous pills,
affifted by a mixture of #néf. rhab. and tindt.
facr. How was it poflible for cur narrator to
know, in confequence of having never given 2
fair lengthened trial to any one of the three, viz.
the aperient, nervous pills, without the tin&ures,
“the latter without the former, or the Bath wae«
ter without the ufe of either; to which certainly
to attribute the coming down of the {ediment,
or the return of the gout? Did Dr. Lee’s pills
and tin&ures, or the Bath waters, give the old
gentleman his firft fits of the gout? No! he
had them, probably, before Dr. Lee was born,
and fome Jyflres before he vifited Bath. His
conflitution was his beft dotor, prefcribing
without fees, and infallible in all its operations.
Every thing that requires preparation, that is,
ability for a particular office or a&t, muft beim«
potent in itfelt : impotent in itfelf, all attempts
to fet off and recommend it, is an impofition
(however unintended) on the ignorance and
credulity of the world. Ons
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holy Genius of Criticifm ! —1I proftitute the
term critic ) for Auguft, has {prouted out a frefh
muthroom from the fame ttinking dunghil.—
It fhall be an epbemeron, in pity to the eye and
nofe of ten thoufand readers.—~The bloated,
~ vegetative toddftool, feems fo like that lately fent
to Newark, as a prefent to Dr. Stevenfon, that
I am not diﬁnclmed to think, Mr. Harrifon,
and THE CATALUGUED CRITIC are—alter et
adem.

This ¢ritic’s yawn after wit, in the firlt pa-
ragraph, which, as moft yawns do, fell at length
afleep, is only afterwards compenfated for by a
yawn of the underftanding, that is, want of ar-
gument. He talks of Dr. S. having been at
Wells, pra&tiled there, and recommended blif-
ters, as a {pecific remedy for the gout. The
public knew this before. What a filly trifler !
Is this argument ? Is this realoning ?

¢« We muft tell the ftory in plainer terms, and
probably may tell it oo plainly.,” Mr. We
fthould have faid, ‘“ we will tell the ftory in
dirty terms, and probably may tell it oo dirtily.”
What ftory ? A trumpt up one of the ¢ritic’s
(pardon me, reader, for again throwing away a

refpectable name on the unknown ftoryteller)
deflitute

















































































