The coffee planter of Saint Domingo; with an appendix, containing a view
of the constitution, government, laws, and state of that colony, previous to
the year 1789. To which are added, some hints on the present state of the
island, under the British government / By P.J. Laborie, LL.D.

Contributors
Laborie, P. J.

Publication/Creation
London : T. Cadell and W. Davies, 1798.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/xr6dh4vv

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/



















THE

COFFEE PLANTER
OF

SAINT DOMINGO;

WI1lTH
AN AT PIRYE N D IeX

Containing a View of the Conftitution; Government, Laws, and
State of that Colonyj previous to the Year 178g.

TOo WHICH ARE ADDED;

SOME HINTS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF THE ISLAND;
UNDER THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

By P LJBEORIE, L. D,

SLANTER IN THE NORTH OF ST. DOMINGO, AND MEMEER
OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL.

Ignari difcant, ament meminiffe periti. Hor,

L OND O N:

:ERIHTED FOR T. CADELL AND W. DAVIES 1IN
THE STRAND,

MeDCCXCVILL,






[ i }

T80 THE
Re B A VD B R;

¥ HAVE had miy fhare in all thofe benefits

which his Britannic Majeﬂ:}", and the hation
over which he rules, have poured upon the un-
happy plantefs of St. Domingo. Bound by great
obligations, it hath been my ardent defire to render
& ferviceable and public proof of my gratitude;
but, circumftanced as I am; I found it difficult to
atcomplith the objet of my wifhes. I am too old
to enter upon a military life, and my profefiional
acquirements, fuch as they are; do not find place
on the prefent occafion;

In this perplexity, I leatned that the cultivation
of the coffee-tree; which, at a former period, was
highly extended and improved in my native coun-
try, hath rot yet (for what reafon I know not)
Been much attended to in the iftand of Jamaica.
The hint gave me fome hopes, that by commu-
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TO THE READER.

unequal, efpecially as I muft frequently enter into
deferiptions abounding with technical terms, where
there is danger of error and miftake, and where
areat correftnefs is not only neceffary, but where
fome portion of clegance ought to be found to

relieve the drynefs of the fubject,

It is, however, prefumed, that readers, who con-
fult my work on account of its information, will not
be too faftidious at the homelinefs or awkwardnefs
of its drefs. I have fpared no pains, though I may
fometimes have failed to make my meaning intelli-
gible, I know I can not have efcaped the idioms
of my native tongue, which appear flat and ridi-
culous in the ears of an Englithman. But if, not-
withftanding thefe defeCts, which may fometimes
occafion wearinefs and difguft, the planter will for-
tify himfelf with patience, to follow out the feries
of my obfervations, the refule of experience and
much reflection, detailed in the following fheets, he
may, perhaps, at laft find fome information worthy
of his attention. If fuch fhould be the cafe, the
author will have the reward of his labour,

I have only to obferve, that I had no thoughts of
writing for my countrymen, the planters of St. Do-
mingo ; thefe know as much of the matter as I
do; and therefore have no occafion for my in-
ftructions, nay, I expect many will blame me for

A 2 laboriauﬂy‘
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THE

COFFEE PLANTER or St. DOMINGO :
A SHORT EXPLANATION-OF THE
CULTIVATION OF THE COFFEE TREE,

AND OF THE

PREPARATION OF THE COFFEE,

As thefe were lately pradifed in the IsLaxp of
st. DOMINGO,
and particularly in the Parifb of BorGNE in the North.

HE cultivation of the Coffee Tree, and the rntroduc.

T mode of preparing the coffee, which were in-  fom-
: . C : e S
troduced into St. Domingo fo early as fixty years
azo, had, in the courfe of time, improved to fuch
a height of increafe and perfection, that the annual
produce exceeded {eventy millions of pounds; and
the quality, though inferior to that of Mocha, where
the tree feems to be indigenous, was not lefs perfeét
than that of Martinico; vying even with the coffee
of the 1fland of Mauritius or Bourbon.

If then, the cultuvation of this rich article of
commerce happens to be ftill in its infancy in any
of the neighbouring colonies, it might probably be
doing fuch colonies an acceptable fervice, to expofe
to their view, in a plain, perfpicuous, and me-
thodical manner, thofe procefles of culture which
have beft fucceeded in St. Domingo; and efpe-
cially in that part of St. Domingo, which had tke

B earlieft
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Introduc- €arlieft claimns to the improvement of this valuable

tion.

\w—~ Plant'and commodity.

Divifion
of the
Wurk.

Such 1s the fcope of this fmall treatife, which
(without regard to narrow ideas of national rival-
fhip, illiberal at all times, and which ought to find
place no longer in the breafts of French royalifts)
I was induced to undertake, from my prefent fitua-
tion and my late engagements; and perhaps fuch
may be my fate, that I fhall make the trial of
practifing, amongft my new fellow citizens, and in
my newly adopted country, what I here make public
for their information.

It muft not be imagined that I value myfelf on
the merits of this performance. It is not doing
much to bring together and to arramge, in natural
and obvious order, the common methods and prac-
tices of planters. If, by chance, any thing has arifen
from my own experience and refle¢tion, I am con-
{cious it muft have been of eafy and obvious re-
mark. But, that I may trace this interefting fubjeét
through its various fteps, without (as far as I am
able) leaving any point unexplained, I fhall take up
the planter, if I may be allowed the exprefiion, in

the cradle of his fettlement, conduét him in his
‘progrefs, till his labours have arrived at maturity,

or the higheft pitch of improvement, nay till his
materials, exhaufted and fpent, begin to fink into
decay, a period which demands the moft careful
attention, as it is capable of being retarded by fkill,
ingenuity, and vigilance.

For the fake of methodical arrangement, I fhall
divide the work into four chapters.

The
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The firft chapter comprehends the choice of the Introduc-

ground, and whatever relates to the grubbing of it, t_:‘j:.....;
the firlt plantations, and more particularly all the
acceflory articles.

The fecond takes in the various eftablithments ;
namely, the conftruétions, workhoufes, buildings,
and engines; dwelling and outhoufes, negro-huts
and ftables. The firft of thefe neceffarily leads me
to a previous explanation of the mode of drefling
or preparing the coffce.

In the third, I enter into a full detail of the cul-
tivation of the coffee-tree, tracing it through the
feveral ftages of its growth and duration.

The fourth prefents a fhort view of the ma-
nagement, difcipline, and care of the negroes and
cattle.

The whole concludes with an appendix, exhi-
biting a general idea of the form of that conftitu-
tion and government, which encouraged and che-
rifhed this, as well as all the other branches of our
colonial culture and trade ; fuch an enquiry, not
unworthy of notice at any time, is at prefent par-
ticularly interefting to the Englifh nation, and on
that account I hope will not be confidered by ang
one as foreign to my fubjedt.

B2



EHATP. 1.

¥ aaniclSa

THE COFFEE PLANTER

CHAPTER L

OF THE CHOICE OF THE GROUND, AND OF WHAT~
EVER RELATES TO THE GRUBBING OF IT; THE
FIRST PLANTATIONS, AND MORE PARTICULARLY
THE ACCESSORY ARTICLES.

x 7uen I with to deferibe a period of fuccefs,

improvement, plenty, and profperity, I muft

go back to the year 1788. A veil muft be drawn
over the following times.

The whole property in land, in St. Domingo,
ts derived origimally from the king, not through a
feodal fiction, but in the trueft and ftriteft fenfe of
the word. It was parcelled out into lots, and be-
ftowed by charter, which his majeflty’s reprefen-
tatives were impowered to grant. The lots were
ufually f4—100—or 225 fquares, in, or equivalent
to, regular {quare figures *.

After fo long a period of encouragement and
of exertion, as were confpicuous in this ifland, few
fands remained, in 1789, to be granted, except per-
haps in the very inacceffible heights of mountains ;

* For the better underftanding of this, and of feveral other articles,
the fqrare -is ré.’s.lij,’ a fquare uflp.m__’l., 350 ﬁ:et_in length and breadth,
or of a hundred pacesy the pace being three feet and a half in fquare.

The French tuot, or pied de roi, is longer than the Englith one,
by 8 lines and the tenth of a line. It has r2 inches, and the inch
32 lines.

Accerding to ealc-lation, three Englith acres are equal to a fquare
and Aths ; fo that 300 acres will amount to 116 fquares and abouta
third.

when
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when lands therefore were wanted, they were ufually
purchafed from their owners. ~ From the extraor-
dinary demands, the prices rofe progreflively to an
uncommon height.

But, in whatever manner lands may be obtained,
an entry is made originally, by the afiiftance of a
proper officer, who opens the lines in the woeds,
and_ places ftamped buts in the angles. It is an
object of attention to re-vifit the lines occafionally,
to clear away the buthes from around the buts; and
even to place marks, at certain diftances in the
lines, of exotic ftrong plants, as bamboos, to pre-
vent any involuntary trefpafs on the part of the
neighbours.

Very few of thofe individuals who undertake

the cultivation of coffee, are fufficiently attentive to
inake a proper choice of the moft fuitable grounds
for this purpofe. As the coffee lands are more or
lefs removed to the faftneffes of mountins, and
rendered difficult of accefs, by the intricate woods
which cover the declivities ; chance, accafion, and
accidental conveniences more frequently determine
the choice, than theoretical inveftigation of pro-
perties, and actual local knowledge of the grourd,
and of its expofitions. Such are the common omif-
fions in the beginning; and, fuch being the cafe,
1t becomes the bufinefs of the purchafer to be fatis-
fied, and to endeavour to turn to the beft ac-
count, by induftry and attention, that partion which

has fallen to his lot. |
But though purchafes are often made at random,
0o fuch hardthip is infeparably conneéted with the
B3 thing

§
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6 THE COFFEE PLANTER

cuar. 1. thing jtfelf.  Judicious enquiry or choice will find
feveral foundations, more or lefs fafe, from which
the fetdder may gain information.
a-hE::::fal The firft and moft general, as alfo the eafieft of
7 ally i1s the knowledge of the diftriét, and the ftate
of the plantations around the fettlernent in view,
It is well known that in the fame parifh, and even
on the fame eflate; the lands are of great variety,
both in point of the intrinfic quality of foil, and
as affected by fitvation. However, when the ad-
joining eftates exhibit plantations luxuriant, pro-
duétive, and lafting, it is an encouraging prognoftic
for the planter who fixes in the neighbourhood.
_ In the next place, information may be gathered
from general experience ; for inftance, it is a fack
beyond contradiction that the low mountains, and
thofe near to the champaign country are, by far,
lefs proper for the production of coffee, than thofe
in high and interior fitvations. The former are hot,
often dry, and fometimes, which is ftill worfe; liable
to the parching deftructive air of the fea; and it is
known that coffee-trees delight in a cool climate,
in an open or permeable virgin foil, frequently
watered by rains, the defeét of which no other
watering (though ever fo practicable and carefully

executed) can properly fupply. On the firft or
lower mountains, the foil is in general light and

fhallow ; the tree of courfe is fhort-lived, both be-
caufe 1its’ perpendicular root foon meets with the
gravel-ftone, and becaufe the vegetative furface is
wafhed away in a fhort time, by the combined effeét
of weeding, of rain, and declivity of defcent. The

3 Crops,
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erops, in fuch cafes, muft be kept up by making
new plantations every year; and in this manner,
the whole land will be worn out in a fhort time,
if of moderate extent: the crops alfo are rapid;
and, in fuch fituations, more hands and more plat-
forms are required for the harveft,

On the contrary, the climate is cooler on the high
mountains: the foil 1s always de¢per and more
firm; rain i1s more frequent; in general the de-
clivity is lefs ; the time of crop is longer, and more
convenient; the trees, in fhort, are more lafting :
all this is feen on the fir(t appearance. A fuller
and more luxuriant vegetation, majeftic trees, great
intricacy of underwood, and myriads of tropical
creeping plants, proclaim it at once. You fee that
the powers of greater coglnefs have accumulated
for ages, with unbounded profufion, the fpoils of
nature, of which the genial mould is formed, being
lefs rapidly diflipated by the effeéts of the fun on
the higher mountains, than on the fcorched hills
below.

I do not pretend to fay that lands of the firft kind
are deftitute of advantages, fpecious at firft fight,
and too apt to infnare the unexperienced people
of the towns. Firlt there is an eafier accefs and
eafier means of carriage ; befides this convenience,
on the lower mountains, the trees are planted nearer,
becaufe they do not arrive to fize. Thus, inftead
of 2,500 in a fquare, perhaps there may be 8,000
and thus the fame extent, by its greater number of
trees, will yield as much as in a better foil ; but if
the feafon be dry, the grain will be blafted or

B4 empty,
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empty, mildewed or fcorched; and, in the latter
cafe, the énds of the branches will wither. Lattly,
the trees will be of fhort duration; great extent
of land will be neceffary to fupply the plantations
every year, and work will be gradually more diftant
and inconvenient,

Upon the whole, perfonal convenience muft be
facrificed; the higheft and the remoteft lands are
preferable, notwithftanding the trouble and fatigue
of climbing mountains on horfeback, and the ex-
pence of having a great number of mules for car-
riage.

The {oil on the mountains conlfifts generally of a
bed of mould, more or lefs deep ; but which ought
not to be lefs than four or five feet. It lies upon
quick rock, or upon a kind of foft ftone (tuf)
which feems to be formed from clay.

The {ofteft, that is the moft friable earth, is cer-
tainly the beft of all, becaufe it is the moft per-
meable both to water and to the roots of plants;
if (what 1s feldom the cafe) the declivity be gentle,
fo that it be in no danger of being wafhed away.
But in general, in fteep grounds, a firm but not
clayey earth, friable by hard -preffure, mixed with
a proportion of fand, gravel, or fmall ftones, through
which water may find an eafy way, is the moft
defirable. ;

The native plants and native trees, furnifh a
fure indication. Where vegetation is profufe, the
trees, large, high, thick, numerous; the underwood
and creeping plants luxuriant, the ground cannot

fail to be rich.  This, however, admits of exception.
Mahogany,
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Mahogany, all the very hard or rozin trees, and
even the gre t palm tree, (2) when in abundance,
are an evilence « f dry and fometimes of barren
ground. But the feveral kinds of cedar, the other
trees of a f{oft contexture, and of white wood,
as alfo a kind of leffer palm tree (called here
chapelet) are an evidence of frefh and good foil,
But fome depth is always required.

Some grounds are, in a great meafure, covered
with white limeftene, fo as to have, from a diftance,
the appearance of a wildernefs of fnow; but the
flone 1s intermixed with a very vegetative mould.
Planting 1s more difficult in fuch places, fymmetry
lefs regular. But the ftones prevent the mould
from being wathed away; and, if the climate is
rainy, the trees grow remarkably fine, produétive,
and lafting,

The colour of the ground is of no great confe-
quence ; though it muft be owned that fuch as is
fomewhat reddifh, has oftener than others the prin-
cipal defirable qualities. |

The climate of the mountains, though very rainy,
is healthy ; the greater part of the diftempers, which
the negroes are liable to, originating from cold and
wet weather.  Of courfe the African negroes fuffer
particularly, from the change of climate, in the
act of affimilation.

The temperature is variable, and in proportion
to the elevation and afpe&. On my eftate, I have
feen Reaumur’s thermometer {o low as ten degrees,

(@) Otherwife cabbage trees.
during

9
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cuar. 1. during the rains of winter, in an open room; and
=) 1 never faw it, in fummer, higher than one-and-
twenty degrees, while at the Cape it rifes above 34.
In July and Auguft, after a fhower of rain, warm
clothes, a blanket, and even fire, are by no means
unacceptable.  There are other mountains ftill
cooler than this, and yet planted with coffee. Itis
retended that fomething like ice has been ob- -
ferved in the higheft peaks; but I cannot warrant
& it. Whatever it may be, inftances are found of
places fo cool and wet, that though the coffee trees
grow large 1 fize, they yield very lictle fruic for
feveral years, or indeed until large tratts are cleared
on every fide. But then they feldom fail of making
amends for their fluggifhnefs, when the ground is

pot defective. '

In regard to afpet, north and weft are the
beft, in low and hot places, becaufe they are cooler,
On the contrary, the eaft and fouth on the Ligheft
mountains ; for on the nerth and on the weft afpedls
of the high mountains, the trees, from want of fuf- .
ficient heat, grow rapidly into a vaft luxuriance of
wood, and then yield very little fruit; and fre-
quently (though this happens alfo fometimes from
external caufes) lofe their leaves 5 the tops of their
branches wither; all the main inferior boughs die
and fall of; the trunk, chiefly near the root, be-
comes overrun with mofs and parafitical weeds,
which fuffocate the tree, The only remedy, and
happily a very efficacious one, is a fevere pruning;
but it is not a fhort nor a trifling labour.

It muft however be obferved, that even on the
higheft
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higheft mountains, the foil, in the warmer afpells,
is lighter and fofter, and of courfe lefs durable,
being triturated, as it were, by the continual piercing
influence of the fun. The expofitions to the eait
are likewife more liable to the ufual breeze, the
ftrength of which is in proportion to the elevation,
In general, it is remarked that ftrong and lafling
winds, from any quarter, are hurtful ta the coffee-
trees; and, fuch being the cafe, if the declivities
to the north and weft are eafy and expofed, fo as
to admit freely the genial influence of the fun,
fuch aipelt may be preferable, even though pruning
fivould become neceffary; an operation, however,
which, as we fhall fee in the third chapter, may be
in a great meafure evaded by proper management
and culture.

It appears then, from what has been faid, that

the higheft or the loweft fituations are not the beft;

but rather thofe confiderably above the middle of
the mountains.

Y1

CEAP. T,
\-—\,f-l—-i

In order to effc@ an eftablifhment with facility, 6. Accer-

fome acceffory conveniences are required.

ift. That the open or. great road be not at too
great a diftance,

2dly. The vicinity of other plantations, from
whence a fupply of ground provifions, and ef] pecially

of plants, may be gotten; as alfo for the fake of
intercourfe with rational creatures.

3dly. Running water.

4thly. Timber, and fuch trees or plants as afford
thatch.

sthly. Limeftone, and tone for other purpofes.
6thly.

fory Con-
veniencess
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7. Precan-
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2. Place
for the -
tiement.,
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6thly. Some eafy {pot, where the fettiemcnr may
be effected. ;

It is certain that many, or the moft, of thofe
things, however neceffary, are fometimes wanting,
and fupplied by the induftry of the planter; but

always at great expence and toil, chiefly in the firlt
period.

It refults then, from what I have faid, that the
man who has in view the fettlement of a coffee
plantation, after maturely weighing the general ob-
fervations pointed out, will act more prudently,
if, before he clofes the bargdin, he himfelf vifits
the premifes; carrying with him two or three
negroes, with provifions and tools, to enable him
to explore, in the beft manner he can, the qualities
of the foil and the circumftances of his intended
eftate. On doing this, he muft examine the geweral
expofition (for every circle of hills has two fides
of oppofite afpets) he muit inform himfelfif there
is water, ftone for building, limeftone, timber,
thatch ; and he muft afcertain the fitnations in
which all thefe are to be found. He muft caufe
the ground to be dug in different places, as deep
as pofiible ; that he may, as far as he is able, fatisfy
himfelf of its general and particular qualities. In
this manner alfo, he will obfcrve the ftate of the
natural productions, and he will form an idea of dif-
ficulty or eafe of accefs, and of the circumftances
of neighbourhood.

It 1s highly effential, that on the firft examination,
the planter fhould determine, as near as poflible, the
place of his chief fettlement,

Fiift,
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Firlt, if a public road pafles through his eltate, caar.r.
he ought to fix his dwelling at fome diftance from ™~
it; let he be difturbed by paffengers, either in-
dividually, or in the interior order and difcipline of
his negroes. From fuch a road there are few ad-
vantages, and a great number of inconveniences.

odly. To fix upon the centre of the tenement
is a very material precaucion, chiefly if the eftate is
extenfive, and the lands not of durable quality.
But, though the fettlement fhould be fixed in the
centre, yet the fpot may be there too fteep; and,
befides, regard muft be had to the vicinity of
water, timver, and ftone.

However, where every neceffary thing does not
lie contigtious, I would prefer to give up thofe ac-
ceffory conveniences, rather than abandon the
centre, efpecially if water can be conduéted thereto
through a pipe. The eftablithment is permanent,
and its {ituation determines for life the convenience
and eafinels of every future fervice ; and the fatigue
of ordinary labour is much increafed, when daily
performed at a great diftance.. This is, in a grea
meafure, guarded againft by fixing the fettlement
in the centre of the tenement. Therefore, in look-
ing forward to this advantage, it appears more
eligible that building be more laborious, either
from the carriage of materials, or from the trench-
ings neceffary to level the fpot, than to fix in a
place from which the future plantations will be
greatly diftant,

This has feldom been confidered; feldom have
the previous inquiries hinted at been attended to.

The
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THE COFFEE PLANTER
The/purchafe is frequently made without proper;
indeed without any examination. As foon as, after
a journey always deemed tedious; one has fet foot
upon the firft fpot of his land, he thinks himfelf
happy, in not being obliged to go farther; and;
thus plans his eftablithment on the moft promiling
fpot within the reach of his eye. To this fpot he
1s confined by fluggithnefs, not regarding the im-
menfe extent which lies before him; and which,
perhaps affords better f(ituations at a convenient
diftance. In confequence of this inattention of
floth, after a period of fiftcen or twenty years, a
number of planters are foiced to divide or to
change their fettlement, both of which are exceed-
ingly expenfive dnd toilfome. But the prefent
diftance from the plantations is ftiil more wafteful
and fatiguing.

I fhall fuppofe then, that the fettler has attended
duly to all the points above mentioned; and that he
is ready to begin his operations. :

There are, even in the moft rainy diftricts, cer~
tain periods, during Lent or in October, where there
are intervals of dry weather. Thefe thould be laid
hold of for commencing the fettlement, particularly
the firft. | J

Whatever the circumftances of the planter may
be, in point of fortune®, I would by no meang

* Many tradefmen and artificers, who would not fail to make for-
tunes honeltly, in their own ling, are often ambitious of forming fettle~
ments too foon, ard with fcanty funds. They either negleét or give up
entirely their original bufinels for a new one, which, by want ufg proper
ftock, affords lels beneht.

I would net advile any man to undertake a fettlement, who has not
the command of 3 or 4,e00 pounds iterling, independant of the land

purchafed. ;
- advife
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advife him to fet out with a great number of ne- ctuae. 7.
groes, particularly if he is under the neceflity of —
carrying provifions_and othef things from a great
diftance ; and if he cannot command a plentiful
fupply of viftuals from fome plantation in the
neighbourhood. If he has not that {upply, fix, of
at moft twelve male negroes, with one or two
women, will be found fufficient to make the firft
effay. It is even neceffary that he provide for the
feeding of thefe, with certainty and abundance, for
which purpofe he fhould endeaveur to place pro<
vifions in ftore, at fome one or other of the ad-
Jjoining eftates. In entering upon this undertaking,
each negroe muft be provided with a hoe, a fcrapery
an axe, and a bill (plate 1. fig. 1, 3, 5, 6.) two
fuits of clothes, a jacket, a hat, and a proportion
of provifions.

Befides, the mafter muft have a fpare axe for
each negro, as well as the molt neceflary carpenter’s
tools; fuch as a faw, a wimble, a level, a hammer,
a hatehet, two borers, an adz, a gouge, a handled
grinding-ftone, and a provifion of nails of different
fizes. As to his own viétuals and conveniencies, it
is fuppofed he will not forget them; only I thall
recommend that he do not overburthen himfelf,

E have in this bufinefs ufed the word mafer,
though overfeer more properly perhaps, might be
fubfticuted in its place, as it feldlom happens that
the landlord fubmits bimfelf to the hardfhips of a
firft fettlement. However, if the planter really
values his undertaking, he muft be fenfible that
every thing is of confequence in the election of the

{cite,
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{cite, and in the planning the early foundations tpori
which future comfort and convenience do entirely
depend. This is the period too where compaf-
fionate and induftrious attention is neceflary for the
encouragement of his negroes. - If he fecls in him-
felf the pleafure arifing frorn planting and creating,
he will not begrudge perfonal fatigues, labour, and

(I will not conceal it) feif-denial; and 1 may add,

ro. Huts.

that if he once enters fairly into the bufinefs, he
will find, perhaps, in his lonely employments, a
heartfelt relith of pleafing and innocent enjoyments
and comforts. But, however this may be, I would
carneftly advife him to vifit frequently his own eftate,
and to take upon himfelf every material direction.

On the firlt day, affiftance (if it can be gotten)
of a few hands fiom a neighbour, will be highly
neceflary, fo that fhelter be procured for the ap-«
proaching night. This fhould be finifhed before
the evening rain.

Upon arriving at the place of fettlement, not a
moment is to be loft, in raifing temporary lodgings
or huts, one for the mafter and one for the negroes.

Two forked ftakes, twelve or fifteen feet high,
funk three feet into the ground, fupport a ridge
beam. On each fide, at a proper diftance, two
other parailel beams are raifed, upon fmall forks
of a foot high. Rafters are placed upon thefe
beams, on either fide, faftened together, by means
of wooden pins, at the ridge, and bound to the
beams below with creeping plants or /iaras. Upon
the rafters, long fticks are tranfverfely tied, at a
foot diftance from each other, with the fame plants.

The
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The roof is then covered with the firft thatch that cumar. 1.
can be found, and tied in double and progreflive v
rows, upon the fticks, with {fmall /ienas or creeping
weeds ; beginning below and proceeding upwards
to the ridge, where a thick covering or layer of the
fame thatch is laid and fecured by means of two
rafters tied together and prefling upon either fide
of the bed or layer of thatch. The caps, under
the roof, are fhut up with hurdles of fticks and
thatch ; doors are alfo made to be occafionally
thut, with flying hurdles of the fame fort. A fur-
row dug around turns off the torrent of rain, and
conveys it to a diftance. Fire ought never to be
made in thefe huts.

Thus, it is poflible, in one day to finith lodgings,
which (with proper care and repair) may hold out
till permanent houfes can be built; and for this
reafon the huts ought not to be exaltly upon the
place defigned for the eftablithments, as they would'
be an encumbrance and embarrafiment at the time
of building (a).

Every negro muft make a couch or hurdlebed
for himfelf, upon four fmall forks, as it is improper
to lie upon the ground. _

The huts will be placed more properly wichin
the border of the wood, to windward of the firft:
ground intended to be cleared; with a view to pre-
vent the effect of offenfive exhalations which ufually.
arife, at firlt, from the furface of newly opened
lands.

(a) For the different kinds of thatch, See Chap, II, No. 56.
C e
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After every perfon is properly accommodated
in the huts, felling down a tra® of wood is the
next operation, in order to form a plantation,

The firft part of this bufinefs is to clear the
underwood ; that is, to cut all the weeds, fhrubs,
creeping plants, and fuch trees as can be made to
fall by the hedging bill. The whole of thefe mult
be cut as low as poffible.

Next, the larger trees require to be felled down
with the axe. It is proper to begin this work
in the loweft grounds, and to proceed upwardss
fo that the trees may fall fucceflively upon each
other, as the declivity direéts.. The negroes muft
be ordered to cut as low as they conveniently can,
but not to tear up the roots, as thefe will preferve
the ground, during the firlt period of culture. In
the profecution of this work, pmper attention Is
neceffary, to prevent the accidents which may
happen from the falling of the trees. The negroes
are to be feparated into parties of two or three,
and placed at diftances, without reach of the fall
of the trees of another party. It is proper to cut
the tree on the lower fide chiefly, to determine
the fall towards the declivity. The fall requires to
be fri¢tly watched, the negroes being taught to
fecure themfelves in proper time. Sometimes the
boughs and branches of feveral trees are fo much

- entangled together by creeping plants ( lianas)

that twelve or more are entirely cut before¢ they
aftually fall; then attention is more neceflary, as
danger increafes ; and, before the general crafh, the
snegroes muit have retired to a diftance,

: When °
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When a fufficient extent of land is felled down,
the next work is to lop ; that is, to cut off the lefler
branches and fpread them about, to facilitate the
communication of the fire; it will however be
proper to remove them from the trunks of good
timber, to prevent thofe from being burnt. The
boughs of greater fize, fuch particularly as are
beyond the reach of fire, muft alfo be cut to the
ground (a). Then this is left to dry for a few
days; another tra¢t of land being, in the mean
time, cleared, felled down, and lopped in the above
manner; and fo on, until the intended plantations
are fully’ completed.

The ftate of the weather will determine the time
of burning; but a perfon muft not wait till the
leaves zre decayed and fallen, for thefe are the firft
fuel. A moderate breeze facilitates this bufinefs,
and the proper time to begin, is, after the fun has
exhaled the dew, and warmed the wood, there being,
at the fame time, no appearance of rain. Under
thefe circumftances, fire is lighted up to windward,
in feveral places at once. But if the breeze is
very {trong, the flames will pafs too rapidly for the
burning of the larger boughs; in which cafe, fire
muft be put firft to the leeward, then windward,
at fmall diftances from the firlt fire, and fo on,
that the flames may join. Regard ought allo to be
had to the declivity ; if the breeze is moderate, fire
muft be lighted below; if flrong, above. The
huts muft be guarded from the flames, and the

(a) Now is the time to make the lime ki :
No, 25, and the following, ime kilns or pits, See Chap. II.
C2 borders

19

14.
Cl.lltil'lg.

15.
Burning.



20

CHAP. I.
R

16, Fil'ﬂh

THE COFFEE PLANTER

borders of the ftanding woodland cautioufly :clf:anr:d,
left the fire thould communicate.

After the fire is entirely extinguifhed, a quantity
of {mall wood fometimes remains unconfumed ; this
muft be gathered into heaps and burned again.

Bur this muft be avoided, as much as poffible,
by proper precautions in the firlt burnings; be-
caule the ground is often burned into brick by
thefe great fires.

Nay, in general, though afhes are a kind of ma-
nure, on account of the alkaline falt which they

contain, it is to be withed that burning could be

difpenfed with, becaufe it deftroys more of the falts
contained in the mould than the athes fupply ; and
befides, the mouldering of the raw wood affords 2
manure, which is hereby annihilated. Bur, if this
is attempted, the quantity of wood, fometimes very
great, fhould be arranged into ftraight and parallel
rows, between which the coffee trees may be plant-
ed. Where thefe muft be at fmall diftances from
cach other, this would become difficult. Befides,
nothing could be fown in thofe thick covered
trenches. On the other hand, this would be at-
tended with the additional advantage of furnifhing,
in procefs of time, a good manure; of fhelrering
the young trees from the wind; and dividing the

- {treams of rain-water, which are equally hurtful.

This, I know, has been practifed with fuccefs, in
plantations where there was a great number of
hands, and where the trees were planted at very
Jarge diftances. But I would not venture to try
it in the firft fettlement, where a few negroes are

employed,
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employed, and where every fpot muft be converted cuae. 1.
into ufe, for a fpeedy and ample fupply of ground- ==
provifions and vegetables of all forts.

I now fuppofe that the ground is entirely cleared. 17. Roads;
As it is my defign to put together, in the third
chaprer, all that relates to the cultivation of the
coffee-tree, 1 fhall here enter into a detail of all
the acceflfory works and plantations ; and firft, of
the Roads to and from the fields; an article necef-
fary chiefly where the land is fteep, In general the
forming of roads is poftponed for fome time after
the early fettlement, though not properly.

If the lands have only a fmall declivity, Alleys 18. and
ought to be marked out with a line and pickets:: oy
It then would be proper that a general divifion of
the eftate be drawn upon a chart, and that it be
accurately followed (@). But the nature of the
ground feldom permits to adopt that regular
method.

When the declivity exceeds fifteen degrees, roads
or paths muft be traced and opened, by means of
the level and hoe.

The Levels employed here, are of two different Levels.
frames (Plate 2.)

The firft (fig. 1.) confifts of two laths of wood
A. joined together in angular form, with a tenon
and mortife, fo that the two ends are fix feet dift
tant from each other. At the angle B. a plummet
C. is fixed, and falls upon a tranfverfe lath D. one
foot diftant from the top, upon which the different

(a) See Plate 3.
C3 degrees,
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ciar. 1. degrees of declivity are marked, by inches or half

g inches, for a fathom or fix feet.
~ The other, which is lefs variable, as intended for
the ufe of the negroes, confifts of a lath A, (fig. 2.)
with two parallel feet B. C. at lix feet diftance.
The one B. is fixed, and the other C. by means of
a very long tenon D. goes up and down in the
mortife E. This tenon is pierced with little holes,
correfponding to the degrees of inclination, by
inches and half inches; and, as the morufe E. 18
alfo pierced, the tenon being placed at the degree
intended for the inclination of the road ({uppofe
fix inches for a fathom) is faftened with a pin,
through the holes of both the mortife and tenon,
Thus the level 1s liable to no alteration, and the
negroe may go on without miftake, as the plummet
F. hanging at the top of the triangle G. muft
always fall perpendicular to a mark H. fet upon
the lath A. It i1s alfo obvious that, as the lath is
a'ways horizontal, if the lengthened foot goes for-
wards, the road will defcend ; if backwards, it will
afcend ; if both feet are left equal it will be at
the level.

39- And  Roads are horizontal, afcending or defcending,

Froces according to the nature of the ground. But I muft
obferve, that in the firft inftance, they ought ftill
to be almoft infenfibly inclined, fo that the ftreams
of rain-water may be conveyed to the adjacent
beds of torrents and rivulets (generally termed
ravines) and that, in the latter, the declivity muft
not exceed fix or eight inches for fix feet or a
fathom, except in cafes of peceflity; otherwife

4 - it
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it will be fteep and fatiguing. I muft alfo remark
that, whatever be the direétion of the road, as the
ravines are approached, the road muft be a {lope
to either fide, and have a defcending direction to-
wards them. By this means, the waters of the
ravines will be prevented from taking their courfe
through the roads, and confequently from fpoiling
them. For this purpofe, where the general direc-
tion of the road is afcending towards the ravine,
the level muft be turned for three or four fathoms.

" One negroe rears the level, and fixing it at the
opening of the road, another, provided with a
mallet and a provifion of flat cleft pickets, fifteen
inches in length, plants one of them exactly under
both the feet of the level; which then goes for-
ward, the hind foot being planted upon the fore-
picket, while the plummet points the proper place
where the fore foot muft reft. When it is fixed, the
fecond negroe plants another picket, exaétly under it,
always with the flat fide turned upwards; and fo on.

It fometimes happens that the road muft of ne-
ceflity turn and wind (fig. 3. pl. 2.) yet thefe
turnings fhould be avoided, as much as poffible,
for this reafon, that they occafion the ground to
break and fall down; at leaft, where indifpenfable
(fuppofe from fome obftacle, as a rock, or to join
with fome higher or lower road) they ought to be
made upon a fpot of the moft eafy defcent.

When the road is marked out, it muft be cut
and opened with the hoe and mattock (P, 1. fig. 8.)
from three to fix feet wide ; which in a great mea-
fure depends upon the declivity of the ground, for

Cy the
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ciar. 1. the more fleep it is, the higher the cut is and more
=== jiable to break and fall down. In order to prevent
this, the cut muft be floping, and if the breadth"
of the road admits of it, a gutter fhould be dug at
the foot of the cut, to carry the warers ‘into the
ravines, and to keep the ftreams of rain-water from
running through and damaging the coffee trees.
If, in this work, fome ftones or ftumps of trees in-
terfere, they muft be levelled with the road; and
this is often the cafe.
22 Public T fhall fpeak occafionally of Public Roads, though
" the new fettders were free from burthens on that-
fcore, as well as from all other dire¢t public
charges and taxes, for three years.

All 'the roads in the mountains are opened in
the above manner, of greater or lefs breadth, and
with more or lefs difficulty. Sometimes the twibill,
the creek, and even mining and gunpowder are
employed, to break or blow up the rocks.

Formerly the public roads were opened and re-
paired by a proportional contribution of joint ne-
groe labour (in French corvée) towards which the
government alfo affifted, and though it could not
be yet difpenfed with in' 1788, for opening new
roads, yet the later regulations had affigned to each
planter a fhare in the public roads, and this in
proportion to the number of his negroes, and to
the quality of the road allotted to him. This al-
lotment was as contiguous to his eftate as pofiible,
and he was bound to keep it in repair. The
parith  furveyor of highways lodged information
(if there were neglects) to the commanding of-

A ficer,
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ficer, who, on his part, inforced the law by ftated cmar.1.
penalties. g

The beft means of preventing this work from
becoming heavy, is to make frequent fmall repairs,
and not to wait till the road is much broken up by
the gurters, which the ftreams of water are apt to
excavate. The main point is to multiply the out-
lets for thofe ftreams, by means of little tran{verfe
oblique caufeys or gutters, and to pave the wet
places with ftones,

‘But to return to my fubjeé; it is very material
to form the roads before the coffee trees are
planted ; firft, to avoid the vexation of cutting thofe
trees down; fecondly, becaufe the trenches of
greater or lels depth throughour a piece of ground,
will, in fome meafure, indicate the quality of the
foil; and give a hint of the proper diftance to be
obferved between the trees.

Let the lower Edges of the roads be bordered 23. Edges.
with thofe thick-rooted plants which are beft qua-
lified to bind the foil together, as millet, guinea-
grafs, and fugar canes; but not with ground pro-
vifions, as yams or others, which muft be dug out
for confumption. The plantain tree is the beft of
all; and here let it be planted at a diftance of eight
feet, the intermediate fpace being planted with other
things.

Here alfo let the native and foreign Fruit Trees 24, Fruit
be planted, the fooner the better. It is very true Tr-
the mafter will hardly reap the advantage of the
fruir, which will commonly be purloined by the
pegroes, even before it is ripe,  But the mere fighs

of
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cuar. 1. of them is worth the trouble ; befides, what ferves

== for the fervants is not entirely loft for the mafter,
while, if at another time, he thould with to form an
inclofed orchard, he will here find trees full grown
and ready to be tranfplanted. The beft afpect for
fruit trees of all forts is the fouth, and more par-
ticularly if the place is fheltered from the wind.
In a few places, the peach, almond, and apricot
trees do pretty well; in moft, apple and fig trees
fucceed. As to the fruit trees of the country, the
planter fhould take care to fearch for feeds and
plants of the beft kinds; neither ought he to forget
the medicinal trees, as tamarind, caffia, and calabafh,
which laft alfo affords a material fit to make veflels
for the negroes. Laftly, trees do no harm to
c ffee trees ; and plantain trees may ftill be planted
between them in the edges of the roads. In ge-
neral, it is a proper attention that either fruit trees
or plantain trees fhould not be too near a coffee
tree, but fhould rather occupy the place of one of
them in the rows.

Let the vpper edge of the road be bordered
with kitchen plants, as cabbages, parfley, forrel,
and the like ; but not with turnips, carrots, or red
beets, as thefe muft be dug out. Strawberries do
amazingly well in the cooleft places, but they muft
be prevented from extending too far, and growing
too thick, the old ftocks muft he plucked up every
year, and the young ones only left. Here (as alfo in
the lower edge, where the ground is lefs fteep)

. flowers of every fort, even European, may be
planted. If rofe trees are lopped very fhort, every
I {fecond
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“fecond month in the moon’s wane, they bloflom
plentifully fix times a year. Itis obvious that roads
planted in the manner prefcribed mult be very de-
lightful.

The artichokes fucceed and bear well, only in the
higheft cliffs lying to the north. But they require
good ground.

All thefe yield as long as the mould retains its
virgin vigour, and till the coffee trees begin to
fpread a clofe fhade.

It is needlefs to fay that Coffee Trees muft be
planted as foon as the roads are opened. It is the
main bufinefs to employ the ground'for purpofes
of benefit; for half of what I have mentioned in
the former article, is a matter of mere amufement,
or at moft comfort. But, on this fubje&, I refer
the reader to the third chapter, where every point
of this principal cultivation is explained fully. I
proceed now to mention the other acceflories, in-
terefting at all times, but ftill more in the begin-
ning, where the great objeét is to prepare the
moft fpeedy and ample {upply of vegetable pro-
vilions,

Beans, either white or red, afford the meft read
affiftance to the planter. Both yield in forty or
fifty days, but the laft are preferable.

Next I fhall mention the maiz or Indian corn,
which may be gathered in a lictle more than four
months. Rice may allo be planted, but I am not
by any means fond of it in the fields of coffte.

"It is, however, remarkable that none of thefe do

well
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well in the winter feafon, efpecially in the high
mountains.

All this is fowed (rather than planted) but co-
vered about half an inch deep; vlually a2 pretuy
thick row of corn is planted in the middle rows of
coffee trees, with a row of beans at its right and
left; but at prefent a greater quantity is allowable,
though not exceflive.

The planter, in general, muft remove from his
coffee plantations almoft every other plant, efpe-
cially the tobacco, which the negroes are very fond
of rearing, but which multiplies to a vaft extent,
and exhaults the ground ; as alfo all the ground pro-
vifions, which when dug up, loofen and fpoil it;
Laftly, all the creeping plants, as melons and yams
of every kind, potatoes, gourds, citruls, with that
vaft multtude of peafe of which the country is fo
fertile.  All thefe twine around, embrace, bind
down and ftrangle the coffee trees and their
boughs. They are alfo, though to a much lefs
degree, hurtful to the plantain tree, and fhould, if
poflible, be removed to a particular piece of ground
fet apart. All thefe are propagated, either from
feed, as the melons, peafe, citruls, and French cu-
cumber; or from plants, as Guinea cucumbers,
yams, and other roots. Among the former, the
Guinea or Angola peafe deferves to be honourably
mentioned. It is a pretty little tree or bufh, with
yellow flowers, which lafts three years, and bears
almolt continually.

The ground, as foon almoft as it is perfectly

cleared,
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cleared, yields fpontaneoufly a very abundant and
precious foed. I mean three or four kinds of wild
{pinages, which are here known under the general
name of calaleos. The two beft of them have
fomething of bitternefs ; and one, which is exactly
like the European morel (folanum hortorum) is fo
wholefome, that it cures the moft inveterate ulcers,
andeven ftops the gangrene.  Muftard may alfo
be fowed, without any inconvenience, and it proves
an excellent fort of fpinage, as alfo do the leaves
of radithes and turnips.

All forts of garden plants, pot-herbs, and roots,
do admirably well among the coffee trees, efpe-
cially where the ground is foft and crumbling, and

29
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the climate cool. No greater pains need be taken -

than to mix together all the feeds with dry fand,
in a large wooden porringer, and to throw them
about by handfuls. The negroes muit only be-
ware not to pick them out in weeding; it may be
neceflary to tranfplant fome of them, as red beets,
twnips, carrots, lecks, and the like.

In general the Plantain Tree (which bears the
precious manna of the Wefd Indies, by far more
valuable than the celebrated bread - fruit of the
eaft, and at the fight of which a man feels himfelf
impelled by gratitude to proftrate in adoration be-
fore the eternal Fountain of Good) delights and fuc-
ceeds beft in the places moft cool and moft fhel-
tered from the wind.

In the loweft parts of valleys, and along the
ftreams of water, feveral rows of them muft be
planted, at twelve feet diftance from each other,

They

31.
Plantain

‘T'rees.
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cuar. 1. They are of two kinds, one of which bears only

=" a fall Elufter of very large plantains, and the other
of fmall ones, but more palateable, and in very
large clufters; the latter fort is highly preferable,

32. Banma- A few plants of Banana Trees (which yield a dainty

ma Trees: pather than a fubftantial food) may be intermixed ;
thefe are eafily diftinguithed by the wide black
fpots which cover the trunk. The plant of both
confifts of fuckers, or of roots already fhooting
into buds ; the largeft are the moft forward. As
the tree muft be cut to reap the clufter, it muit be
cut exaltly near the ground, that the fuckers may
grow better ("z ).

Having obferved that the trees felled down, in
the deep, narrow, fteep valleys, fell from both
fides in fuch heaps as to make the bottom, even
by the help of fire, inacceflible to the planting of
plantain trees; I attempted to plant thefe, imme-
diately after clearing away the brufhwood, and
before felling down the larce trees. Thus I had
the advance of upwards of a month. My planta-
tion was full and regular. The young plantain
trees never failed to make their way through the
unburned wood., Their fhade affifted towards the
rotting of the wood ; and the plant being exceed-
ingly watery, was not hurt by the fire, if it was
only tolerably covered with earth, when the wood
was burned. j

33. Root Let the plantain tree be ever {o valuable, it does
Provifions: pot yield all round the year, and it is liable to

(a) It is known that each tree bears but once, but the ftock is
very durable. :
fml;
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fail; for, if ftrong gales happen at the time it is cuar. .-
loaded with its heavy clufter, it is thrown down, Y
and the fruit is loft. Roots are a more certain re-

fource, being fheltered under ground ; and of courfe

an ample fupply of provifion of this fort muft be

{ecured. I have mentioned the Yams, two forts ;¢ Yams.
of which are equally ufeful; viz. the Creole and

Guinea yams; they are planted, at three feet diftant

from each other, from roots fplit in fmall pieces.

Some yams are twenty or even thirty pounds weighe.

When a root of any. kind is taken out, the ground

muft be dug very deep; but to prevent the foil

from being walhed away, it is put back again into

the hole, and prefled down ftrongly. The fofteft

and moft crumbling ground is the beft for all kinds

of roots,

The Manioco is another root of very fervice- s A

able ufe; but it feldom fucceeds in the rainy dif=
tricts. Befides, it does not profper under fhade,
and of courfe muft not be planted amongft the
plantain trees, but in a particular fpot fet apare,
The preparation of this root is a matter of fome
nicety, as its juice is noxiocus even to death. Sweet
manioco is free from this dangerous inconvenience,
and may be eaten boiled or roafted, as the yams
and other roots,

The yams (as alfo the Guinea cucumbers, which
are very productive, and indeed beans, peafe of
- all kinds, and Indian corn) may be planted among
the plantain trees, chiefly before they fpread a
clofe fhade. But fome of thefe are offenfive in

{fome
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cear. . fome little degree, by creeping up and twining

=== about

36
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the trees.

Sweet Potatoes (a very precious and palatable
root) are generally known ; and as they creep much
lefs, do very well among the plantain trees. The
European potatoes have alfo been cultivated, and
not without fuccefs.

There are two forts of a certain kind of root,
here called in forne places Tayaux, in others ma=
langas (a) 5 one fort, with green ftalks and leaves ;
the other with purple ftalks and leaves mixed
with fibres of the fame colour. The leaves of
both take rife from a ftock a little above the
ground, are triangular, much in the form of an
arrow, fometimes two feet long and broad, and
fupported by a flalk almoft of the fame length.
The leaves of both are good food for cattle, and
particularly for the hogs and cows. The youngeft
of the green kind is a fpinage ; the roots are not
larger than a middle fized fweet potatoe, but a
plant ordinarily yields a large bafket full. This
has, above all other tropical Toots, the advantage
of remaining under ground ripe for twelve months ;
and when the firft roots rot, others .take their
place. This plant is much to be preferred to all
others of the kind, amongft the plantain trees;
but it fucceeds only in cool places, It is propa-
gated from the roots, or from the ftocks where they
bear leaves, cut into fmall pieces.

Plantains, bananas, and tayaux yield in twelve

-

(&) It was impofiible for me tc find out the Englith name.
months,
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yAonths, in the moft favourable circumiftances ;
yams, manioco and fweet potatoes in four or five;
‘Guinea cucumbers and others, in a much fhorter
period. :

Where the ground is foft, and at the fame time
exceedingly fteep, it is not worth while to plant it
with coffee trees. If the expofition be cool, let it
be planted with plantains more thick than ufual ;
otherwife, with Guinea grafls or bamboos, that the
foil be kept together by the huge intricacy of roots.
An intelligent planter will leave no {pot unem-
ployed; and I know nothing, except mere clay,
which is very feldom of great extent, where fome-
thing ufeful may not be planted. Dogs grafs itfelf
1s good for forage, as alfo bamboo leaves. The
bamboo, befides, is a beautiful production, affords a
deep cover, rafters, ftakes, and poles for pens and
inclofures ; but its fhade is hurtful to the other
plants (a).

T he grounds I have juft now mentioned are liable
to break off and to fall down. Drenched with the
rain, the whole furface flides away and leaves the
rock under it expofed to view. By fome of thefe
falls, five or fix thouland coffee trees have at once
been known to be carried away. Sometimes, more
confiftent and compaét grounds, though equally
fteep, happen to flide off from another caufe;
namely, from rain water, which after penetrating up-
wards, creeps in, dilutes, and diffolves the foil
under ground ; the whole bed muft then flide down,

-

(a) Guinea grals is noxious to almoft any other plant, if too near
aad in great quantity,
D on
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caar. 1. on account of the great declivity. Iknow no means

e et

4¢. Pro-

portion of

the Planta-
tions.

of preventing this.

Falls of ground may alfo be occafioned by roads
multiplied above one another, becaufe the whole
bed, which fupported itfelf from the bottom up-
wards, is now cut; and the contiguity of the mu-
tual fupport is broken. Ifland has the appearance
of being liable to fuch accidents, roads muft be
made fparingly ; and if poflible, with no windings,
the borders being foon planted with plantain trees
and grafs, to affift in the fupport.

The fettler muft calculate carefully, and only
extend his plantations in proportion to the hands
he is able to fupply. It often happens that he is
mifled, through inconfiderate aétivity, into plant-
ing too much. But whatever his ambition may
be, if it is well directed, he will be fenfible that a
fmall plantation well managed and kept clean, muft
be more profitable, in all refpeéts, than a larger one
1ll attended to and ill worked. At all times, he
muft confider the profpeét of the crop feafon, where
the work is much heavier than at other times.
But at all events, in the early beginnings, he ought
not to forget the indifpenfable fettlements, which
demand attendance, and occupy confiderable time,
while the care of the fields fhould not be aban-

‘doned. But neither the defire of increafing the

crops, nor the attendance which they require, nor
the acceflory labours of fettlement muft compel him

to neglect the weeding and cleaning of his planta-

tions ; he muft alfo be provident, in fecuring plenty
of ground provifions for his negroes, however nu-

MErous,
I now
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I now fuppofe, that during the firlt twenty cuar.
months, the p[Santer has recruited his gang, and ~ ¥ %
that the plantations, of every kind, are in proper
proportion with his hands.

It is neceffary, before a®ually commencing work, ?;'P?a;m
that the planter previoufly arrange the general dif- ;
. tribution of his lind, and allot the employment of
it to its feveral plantations, always referving a
great proportion of woodland to f{upply the decay
of his firft coffee fields.

If he has made a miftake, in not choofing the
moft favourable fituation to place his buildings, it
is ftill time to redrefs it; but after this period, it
would be too late; then he ought to make two
intelligent negroes explore the woods, in order to
difcover a convenient fituation. He ought to go
himfelf to verify their reports, and to determine
whether or not he fhould alter his defign. If he
does, there 1s very little harm, becaufe he will
afterwards have it in his power to make new plan-
tations, which may meet with the former.

It is only in lands of very fmall declivity that a
fymmetrical regular arrangement of the building
place, favannas or paftures, provifion grounds for
the mafter and the negross, grafs grounds, and
fields of coffee trees can be attained. This fingular
bleffing is very rare, I fubjoin here two plans of
one of the moft regular plantations in St. Domingo,
which may give an idea of what can be done under
this head. (Plate 3, and 4.)

In others, the forage and provifion grounds of
the mafter are difperfed up and down, according to

D2 " local
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cwar. . local convenience, in order to turn to the beft ac«
=== count the decp valleys and indifferent fpots of
~ground. But the favannas or paftures, and the
negroe grounds fhould ftill be under the mafter’s

eye. As to the houfes, they are placed upon the

moft acceffible fituations, and ufually upon the
fummit of fome hill (in French crétes) the moft
extended and broad, and the leaft fteep, where water

may be conveyed. There the feveral fettlements

are arranged, as much as poffible, within fight and

reach of the manfion houfe, and it is the part of
induftry to turn the fituation to the beft advantage.

Where it is impoflible to fettle in the center of
the eftate, that fitvation muft be preferred, where
the greateft part of the tenement lies above, fo
that the negroes may deflcend, when loaded with
coffee, ftones, or other things. In fuch cafe, the
land lying lower than the fettlement is deftined for
the favannas and negroe grounds.

A tra¢t of ftanding woodland, which will be
ufeful in the moft advanced periods, muft always
be left within reach ; and where the fituation is hap-
pily in the centre, when a certain extent is cleared
all round for the favannas and grafs or ground
provifions, all the coffee plantations fhould be car-
ried on one fide, the woodland being left at the
other, that it may be found, at a like diftance, when
the firft plantations fhall be exhaufted (fee Plate 3.)
for want of that attention, the work becomes more
diftant and fatiguing.

I may occafionally take further notice of fome of

thofe points.
When
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When the place is finally fixed upon, it is highly cnar. 1.

material to throw upon paper a general fplan of
diftribution, according to the ideas above hinted at,
and fomewhat like the Plate 3.

4z, Plan

But a Plan of the Settlements, properly fo Caﬂﬁfi, > ol
viz. the buildings, platforms, and houfes, is ftill slement,

more neceffary, for, if they are made at random,
one after another, as often is the cafe, the firlt
built may happen to be where it will be afterwards
found another ought to have been ; and fymmetry,
that cofts but little, and without which the beft
things are aukward, and lofe much of their merit,
will not be attained. The plan, Plate 4th, affords
a very {triking inftance of fymmetrical convenience.

Firft, the outlines of the place muft be meafured
out, and exaltly drawn upon paper. The de-
clivities, then, mult be levelled and noted upon the
plan. It feldom happens that a place is not found
where induftry may exert itfelf to great advantage.
The fteep places are, with more or lefs labour,
cut into platforms rifing one above the other, as
amphitheatres. Upon thefe, the fettlements are
diftributed. This manner faves a great deal of
work, and it has very often been improved into
very convenient and graceful fymmetry. 1 fubjoin
here an outline of a fettlement in platforms, or in
amphitheatre. " (Plate 5.)

Itis alfo true, that in fome few inftances, nature
is fo very ungrateful and rebellious, that even with
incredible toil and expence, nothing tolerable can
be effeted. To have fallen into this vexatious
fituation would perhaps have been prevented, by the

D3 previous
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cuar. 1. previous examination of the land, which I have
. e

43
Negroe
Grounds,

/
i

infifted upon in N° 7. of this chapter, for the pur-
chafe might have been declined,

When all the meafures and levels are completed,
the fettlements muft be calculated, according to
ths planter’s projet and circumftances, and, after
feveral trials and fufficient deliberation, a plan muft
be adopted and drawn upon paper. Little fkill in
drawing is neceffary. Any man of common inge-
nuity may do it, with a rule, a compafs, and a
fquare,

This being done, the angles of every intended
houfe, platform, garden, pen, and yards muft be

‘marked upon the fpot, with good pickets. The

diftances are meafured (as alfo the levels) with
rules of twelve and fix feet (Plate 2. fig. 5.) and
with a carpenter’s level; and the fquares are taken
with a wooden ball (ibid. fig. 4.) as big as an
orange, which is' half cut upwards by two little
chinks at right angles; it is fupported with a ftick
having an iron point, which is ftuck into the ground,
at an angle. Then a man looking through the
chinks, caufes ftakes to be placed in the right lines
at both fides; and, in thefe lines, the angles are
marked with pickets, This very fimple machine
will ferve for every kind of ftraight fquare diftri-

‘butions,

The fettler ought not to have delayed fo long
fetting apart parcels of Ground for his firft Negroes.
Property of this fort is what moft attaches them ta
the eftate, and enables them to reap comfort from
their own induftry, But, however the cale may be,

4 - the
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the prefent is the moment to appoint a place for
all fuch grounds as are now, or {hall be neceflary in
procefs of time ; for it is fit that they all fhould be
together, and not difperfed up and down. Every
lot ought to be twenty-five paces {quare, allowing
fixteen negroes to the fquare of land. - Thefe ought
to be feparated by rows of Guinea peafe ; one half
ftocked with plantains and ground provifions, the
other half left to the negroe’s choice. They ufually
prefer to plant the whole with rice, beans, and In-
dian corn, and to fell them; but the mafter muft
here interfere, and compel them to fecure a main-
tenance. It is needlefs to fay that regularity and
fymmetry, as much as the place will permit of, are
pleafing and convenient, in this as in every thing
elfe, and ought therefore not to be overlooked.

It is only in procefs of time, in general, that good
Savannas can be obtained. New cleared ground
is {o long overrun with wild luxuriant weeds, which
it bears fpontaneoufly in unbounded profufion, that
the pafture graffes are {mothered and prevented
from germinating. The beft way, then, is to plant
a quantity of corn, peafe, and other provifions, in
the ground defigned for the above purpofe; and,
when the wild weeds are deftroyed by weeding
feveral times, to fuffer the pafture feeds to grow
and extend, even to fow them in fome places. In
this manner, the favannas will fooner grow into full
and good pafture.

In general two fimall favannas are much more
profitable and convenient than one large, as they
may be paftured alternately. A few native trees

D 4 fhould
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fhould be left in them, as fhelter from the fun, or
a few elms, the large feeds of which are a very
good food for the cattle, ‘'may be planted early.
A little ftream of water through the paftures would
alfo be convenient.

Cattle or beafts are neceflary, in the firlt be-
ginning, for the carriage of provifions. A couple
of milch cows are very much fo, both on account
of fick negroes and children, as for the convenience
and comfort of the mafter., A Pen or Pound there-
fore, formed of good ftakes and poles, with a hut
for fhelter, fhould be made as foon as poffible.
A field of grafs mutt alfo be planted in one of the
places which I have mentioned. Guinea grafs is
the beft for mules and horfes ; millet, and the leaves
of tayaux, or of {fweet potatoes, better for cows, as
furnithing greater abundance of milk. The weeds
picked up in the plantations are alfo, in general,
good grafs.

* In all cafes, that period muft be chofen where
the foil has ftill its original ftrength, to inclofe
and divide the ground defigned for pafture, with
Hedges ; even though that ground is ftocked with
coffee-trees or other plantations ; for in general
the firft field of coffee furrounding the houfes is
defigned for the purpofe of pafture. But as long
as it bears well it is given up with relu&tance. It

is indeed a pity to cut off fine and productive trees.

Thus 1 have feen an eftate of twenty years ftanding
where there was no favanna, though the hedges
ftill {ubfifted from the beginning throufrhuul: the
firlt coffee fields,

The
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The hedges are planted from feeds, and more cuar. 1.

properly from fapplings, either of logwood which o e

grows fafter, or of lemon-tree which is more du-

rable, and does much better in cool climates. Nur-

feries ought to be made, in order to get better

plants ; two rows of logwood are neceffary, one of

lemon may be fufficient. Young hedges mult be

well weeded, and the decayed fapplings replaced

with new ones. When the thoots are five or fix

feet high, they muft be cut alternately, one eight

or twelve inches, and the other two feet from the

ground. Thus the hedge will grow up clofe and

thick. It muft afterwards be occafionally lopped,

facing outwards on either fide; and the lateral

boughs muft be directed to twift together, The

- peceflity of keeping the inclofures of paftures in

good order, to prevent the trefpafles of the cattle

in one’s own grounds, and to avoid the difputes fo

frequent and fo difagreeable with one’s neighbours,

does not require to be mentioned. - For want of

hedges the paftures are frequently inclofed with

ftakes and poles ; but then there is no end of tref-

pafles, of complaints, and of toil to repair them.

I fuppofe that before this period the hufband- _ 47.
man has taken fome fteps to improve his Perfonal c?mj,ﬁ]}ﬂ
Comfort and Conveniencies ; for inftance, that he
has refigned his original hut to the negroes with
whom he may have been re-inforced ; and that he
has buile himfelf a provifional houfe (defigned for
fome future particular purpofe, in his general plan)
more capacious and comfortable; as alfo, that he
has made arrangements for procuring better living,
and aboye all, the means of baking bread,

An
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€CHAPTER IL

OF THE SETTLEMENTS; wiz.
CONSTRUCTIONS, BUILDINGS, WORKHOUSES, EN-
GINES, PLATFORMS, DWELLING AND OUT-
HOUSES, NEGROE HOUSES, AND STABLES; AND
FIRST OF THE PREPARATION OF COFFEE FOR
THE MARKET.

ABGUT twenty months after the firlt planting
(as I have hinted in the end of the preceding
chapter) the hufbandman muft enter into the bu-
finefs of his permanent fettlements; but that the
nature and defign of fuch as belong to the manu.
facture of Coffee may be better underftood, a clear
idea muft firft be given of the mode of preparing
that article for market.

The fruit of the Coffee, when perfe&tly ripe,
appears like a fmall oval cherry. Under a red and
fhining {kin a whitth clammy lufcious pulp pre-
fents itlelf, which generally inclofes two feeds.
Thefe feeds bave one fide flat, the other hemi-
{pherical. The firft is marked with a longitudinal
fiffure, and the flac fides are applied to each other,
If the feeds are opened they are found covered
with a white, ligneous, brittle membrane, denomi-
nated parchment, on the infide of which is another
filver-coloured membrane, exceedingly thin, and
feeming to originate from the fiffure of the feeds.
Here the feeds, properly {o called, lie, and feem to
sonfift of a fprout and of two original leaves.

Sometimes
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The coffee of the firft quality always bears a
penny (/o!) more in price than the fecond; and
when coffee is fold at twenty fols per pound, this
amounts to five per cent. Hence it becomes an
objet to cure it in the beflt manner.

I thall take notice of the different modes of Pre-
paration. The laft and moft accurate is the moft
proper for attaining the fineft market quality ; be-
caufe, as the deficcation 1s quick, it better difengages
all fermentable matters; and it is a chymical rule
generally known, that deficcation fhould be quick,
and cryftallization flow. The reputation of the

13
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Borgne coffee belongs to this method of prepara-
tion,' of which the firft trials were early made in -

that diftrict; for neither its land nor its climate
are fuperior to others. The {mall fize of the grain
was only remarkable when the plantations were in
the lower grounds; but this certainly affords no
proof of a good foill. However cuftom, that fecond
queen of the world, kceps_up that character, though
the plantations on the high mountains bear at prefént
as large coffee as any where elfe; and though in
every other part of the ifland, thofe planters who
have adopted the method of Borgne, make as fine
coffee as the inhabitants of that diftrict.

It was the original method of preparing, to dry 4. I

the coffee, as they term it, i Cherries ; viz. as it is
taken from the tree ; and indeed this is ftill followed
by great numbers, either from want of water, and
mifapplied ceconomy in faving the expence of fup-
plying it, or from the mere force of habit, and
perhaps from the idea of difpenfing with fome

labour

Cheires.
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cuap. 1. labour of the negroes, and themfelves with the ex-
= pence of mills and bafons. But the following
explanations will evince their miftake.

It 1s obvious that the grain of coffee, being in-
clofed in 1ts fkin and pulp, the drying will be
greatly more tedious, efpecially in rainy countries.
In fome few plantations the drying is performed
upon the bare ground, which is ftill more intole-
rable ; but even upon good platforms, as are now
generally in vle, it will remain much longer 1n its
clammy moifture. It will ferment, and acquire a
brown yellow hue; and fometimes even become
mouldy. Befides, both the greater bulk, and the
greater {lownefs in drying, require a greater pro-
portion of expenfive platforms, and more trouble
and care in management,

However, for the fake of truth, I muft mention
two obfervations.

It is alledged that coffee dried in this manner
is more heavy than when dried in parchment.

‘I made the trial, under the circumftances moft
favourable to this opinion ; and I really found that
it weighed three per cent. more.

In the next place, an early crop, of about a
thoufand weight, having once taken me unawares,
I was obliged, my bafon being out of repair, to dry

~ it in cherries. It proved to be of the firft quality,
and I fold it at thirty fols, which was then the
highelt price. But the weather happened to be
perfectly dry, and 1 had a great proportion of plat-
forms, fo that this inftance warrants no inference.
I muft alfo fay, that however favourable the cir-

; cumftances
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tumftances were, the coffee, though fpread very crar. m.
thin upon platforms, where thrice as much might
have been laid, was not dry before twenty-one
days; while it is in general perfectly fo in fix or
feven days in parchment, even in much thicker
beds. |

From this inftance it is obvious, that many more
platforms are neceffary to dry in cherries than in
parchment. Add to this, that the platforms go ra-
pidly into decay, from the fermentative acid gum

diffolving the lime; and, even on the fuppofition
that a gain of three per cent. weight were to be
obtained generally, which I by no means am cer-
tain of, yet this mode of preparation will be found
to be more expenfive, toilfome, and inconvenient
than the other. Laftly, it muft be added, that the
grinding and fanning are alfo more difficult.

- Some pretend that the coffee dried in cherries
is more palatable. That it may be fomewhat im-
proved by the pulp, in tafte as it is in weight, 1
will not deny. But as no trial has given me de-
monftration of the fact, I believe that no one can
- judge of it except the niceft conneiffeur; while the
main obje&t for a planter is the marker quality,
‘and the ceconomy of time and toil.

Yet if a planter wants to have coffee of the moft
perfe& quality, either for himfelf or for his friends,
he muft fet apart a number of his oldeft trees, and
not gather the fruit tll it is ripened into drynefs
(which indeed is very hurtful to the trees). I believe
that the Arabians in Yemen make in that manner
their little harvefts, The coffee, thus nourifhed

upon
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upon the tree to the laft moments muft certainly
acquire every perfection it is capable of.

The fecond method is varioufly modified, and
in all its forms, 1s a remote and aukward imitation
of the laft. ‘The cherries are either bruifed and
foaked in water to rottennefs, or bruifed without
being foaked, or foaked without being bruifed ; and
n thc:ﬁ. different ftates, are bruught to dry upan
the platforms.

Here there 1s the fame wafte of time, almoft the
fame degree of fermentation, notwithftanding, in
the fiffl and laft inftances, the water may have
diffolved fome of the gum. It is obvious how un-
pleafant it muft be to have, for fix months in the
year, an immenfe quantity of putrid naufeous ftuff;
conftantly under the eye ; a kind of ftuff very pro-
perly ftigmatized with the homely appellation of
cow- dung, which it in reality refembles. The plat-
forms, in this manner, are worn out {peedily. The
coffee acquires generally more yellow brown, than
when dried by the former method ; and it is more
likely to take an indelible {cent of muftinefs. The
only advantage is that the grinding will not be fo
hard, as when dried in cherries.

I have only deferibed the two former proceed-
ings, for the purpofe of forewarning the planter
againft them.

I now will explain the laft, and by far the beft
method, namely that of drying In parchment, as
prattifed in the Borgne. _ :

It is the firlt operation to flrip the feed of its
outer {kin, leaving it clad with the parchment; and

this
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this muft not \be poftponed, becaufe the cherries,
when heaped mgethf:r, are difpofed to run {peedily
into fermentation; in confequence of which the
pulp may, in twenty-four hours, impart a yellow
brown tinge to the feed.

This is called to grate (Grayer,in the Creole
French idiom) becaufe it is performed by a grater-
mill, of which I fhall try to give, as faras I can,
a clear and full defcription. See Plate the fixth,
containing the whole machine (fig. 1, 2, 3, 4, €X-
hibiting its four afpects) and its feveral diftint
parts (in the other figures).’

Firft the cherry coffee is laid upon a floor; above
the mill, from which it falls, by little and little, into
a hopper A. This being either {ufficiently inclined,
or put in motion by the mill, drops the coffee
into the grater B. The ftru€ture of the mill is
as follows.

It is fupported by a ftrong wooden frame G,
three feet high, fix in length, and about two in
breadth, The principal pieces are a roller and
grater B, two moveable pieces or chops C. D, a
wire grate E, and a leaping frame F.

The roller B. is fupported, at the fall of the
hopper A, by an iron axletree, 1, running through
its centre, which turns rapidly by means of two
handles, upon two copper foles, H. fixed upon the
fides of the great frame 2. The wooden roller
B. is ct}mm{:nly fourteen inches in diameter, and
about eighteen in length. 1If it is longer, as in
water mills, the diameter is lefs.

The middle fixteen inches of the roller B. are

E carefully
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cuar. 1. carefully covered with a ftrong plate of coppery

= pierced, as a grater, with a ftrong bodkin, fo that
every hole has, on the outfide, three or four fharp
points or afperities ; the grater being accurately
nailed upon the roller, all the afperities are turned
outwards.

Moreover, five ftrong wooden pegs, 3. are fixed
~at equal diftances, at each end of the roller, round
the axletree 1.

The moveable pieces or chops are two pieces
of wood, two feet and two inches long, five inches
broad, and three inches high. One is fuperior C.
the other inferior D. Thefe are fixed in the great
frame or {upport, by their ends 4, which are fquare;
and, by means of wedges 5, they (the chops) may
be placed fomewhat nearer to, or farther from the
roller B. The middle part of the chops, oppofite
to the grater, is cutin a floping direétion, C 6,
D 6. And their edges, near the roller, are armed
with a band of fteel about a line thick, and nine
or ten broad, between the points O.

Now the floping furface 6. of the fuperior chop
C. falls towards the roller B.; that of the inferior
D. falls, on the contrary, backwards, and upon the
‘wire grate E. placed under it. The edge of the
fuperior flope C 6. is placed at fuch exact diftance
from the roller B. that the cherries are bruifed,
without injury to the parchment, the feeds being
fuffered to pafs, and finding their way through the
interftices between the points of the grater, the
fkins and feeds then meet with the edge of the
‘inferior flope oo, D. which is fo clofe with the

grater
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grater that the feeds cannot pafs. "I‘hey mu{’c of cuar. 1L
courfe; fall back through the floping declivity 6.
upon the wire grate or fieve E. but the fkins, which

have been flattened, and are befides entangled by

the afperities of the grater B. pafs between it and

the inferior chop D.; and fall into a gutter I. be-

hind the mill{a).

All the pieces before mentioned muft be of ma-
hogany, or other wood of the beft fort.

The wire fieve E. is ftretched upon a fquare
long frame, and the holes are of fuch dimenfions
as to let the naked feeds pafs. It is much inclined,
and hangs, by-the crooks g, at the great frame G,
and by the rods 7, at another fimilar frame H.
namely the leaping frame F. which hangs alfo, by its
middle, from ths flirrup 8, and from the great
frame of the mill G. By means of the two arms
P. of the leaping frame, which are ftretched out
on both fides of the roller B. the wire grate fieve
E. is put into brifk motion, by the pegs 3, fixed
to the roller ; by which means the arms alternately
fink and rife. Thus the feeds fall through the
holes of the fieve E. into a gutter under the mill,
the flope of which caufes them to glide into the
adjoining bafon, where they will foak and be wafhed.
The cherries which happen not to have been
bruifed, being too big to pafs through the fieve,
are toflfed about tll they fall down, at the back
end K. of the mill, into a box, from which they
are taken and put again into the hopper A.

(4) Thefe fkins kept and rotten are the beft poflible manure,

Ko N. 1s
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N. is a key to turn the iron nuts of the handles
and axletree, 1. ‘

The grater-mill is liable to inconveniencies. If
fome of the points of the grater are fharper than
the others, they bruife the parchment and the feed,
which will leave a black mark. 1f any thing hard,
as a fmall ftone, happens to cruth down any of
the points, the cherries that meet them will not be
bruifed, or if they have been bruifed, they will pafs
out, with the fkins, behind, and confequently be
loft. This muflt ke prevented, by great watch-
fulnefs on the part of the negroes; and, when it
does happen, the grater muft be inftantly mended
or changed.

It is alfo evident that the chops muft be exaétly
placed at the proper point. If the upper one is
too near the grater, the feeds will be injured; if
too far, the cherries will pafs out unpeeled. If
the next is too far, the feeds will pafs out; but
this can hardly be too near, provldcd it does not
injure the points of the grater.

It is further neceflary that a thread of water
trickle conftantly upon the grater, to affift the
coffee in pafling more readily. The figures L. M.
are for that purpofe; the former a gutter, the latter
its fupport.

Eleven negroes are required for the fervice of a
mill ; eight to turn, four and four alternately; one
to be upon the floor to feed the hopper, one to
carry away the fkins, and another to carry back
the unpeeled cherries into the hopper. This bard
work is performed in the evening, when the ne-

groes
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groes return from the field ; but they like it, be- cuar. m.
caufe it is rewarded wirh a fmall glafs of rum. y
A good hand mill, fuch as that above defcribed,
may pafs thirty-three barrels of cherries in an hour.
But I fhall fpeak afterwards of the mule or water
machines, which have been very ufefully and in-
genioufly employed in this manufacture.
The fecond operation, is to wafth out the gum  s.
from the feeds. it
The coffee foaks for twenty-four hours in the
bafon, being frequently, during this time, turned
- and toffed with a rake (Plate 1ft. fig. 2d.) rhe more
‘water paffes through the bafon, and the more fre-
quently it is toffed or turned, the more perfetly
will it be wafthed ; a point very material in the pre-
paration, The fkins which may have paffed with
it, when difentangled, rife to the furface, as alfo
the empty and parched feeds. Thefe are thrown
(or, if the water runs, it carries them) into a
fmaller contiguous bafon. Thefe are kpnown by
the name of frums; being dried and cleaned apart,
they pafs as coffee of inferior quality.
Though foaking is hurtful to the naked feed, it
is obfervable that covered with its parchment, it
‘may be foaked any length of time, without being
worfe for it; as alfo the cherries; thefe however
fhould be kept from fermenting, by the frequent
addition of freth running water. ,
Draining is the next work. In general, the coffee 9
is carried by negroes, or by the water itfelf, to a D" ™"8
draining platform, where it is fpread out and ex-
pofed for twenty-four hours, There is alfo a
E3 feparatg
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feparate platform, of this fort, for the fcums. Yet,
when there is abundance of running water, the
former may be fpared.

From thence the coffee, (free from gum, and as
white as ivory, if it has been well waflied) is carried
to the drying platform, where it is fpread out, as
foon as the dew of the night is evaporated, If rain
has fallen during the night, the platforms muft be
fwept, as alfo if they are dirty. Here it muft be
turned feveral times in the day with rakes.

As foon as the coffee has felt the fun, it muft
be carefully preferved from the fmalleft moifture ;
then it muft be puthed, by means of rakes, fhovels,
and brooms, in the evening, or when rain threatens,
into a round, formed with little walls or edges of
mafonry, placed in the middle of every platform,
called here &afficots ; where it muft be well covered,
Every morning 1t 1s {fpread out again; and when
it is perfetly dry, friable upon chewing, and horn-
green, it ought to be carried, while warm, into 2
clofe dry ftore. That the round or éafficot may be
warmer during night, very little coffee is left in it
during the day (2). '

For want of fomething better, the coffee is fome-
times covered, in the forms or Jafficots, with plan-
tain leaves. . :

Befides this, round conical huts, made with
rafters, and thatched, are ufed for this purpofe; but
they are fo very heavy, that fix ftout negroes are

(a) The bafficats may as well ‘be fquare as circular, provided they
are‘in the middle of the platform, framed {o as to be perfeétly drained
by the outlets, the interior angles being a little rounded.

- required
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-equired to move them ; and the endsof the rafters, cuar. i,
aoreover, injure the platforms. e -

Others make ftill more expenfive Umbrellas of  14.
the fame form, but framed of joiner’s work, and co- Umbrelas.
vered with tarred fail cloth. Thefe are certainly
very light, but not free, in general, from the incon-
venience of fpoiling the plafter of the platforms ;
while their bulk gives {o much hold to gufts of
wind, that the forms are fometimes found unroofed
in the morning, and the coffee foaked with rain,
Befides this, they occupy a great fpace in the day,
upon the platforms, if, as is often the cafe, there is
no level ground near.

Itis a ftill better way to cover the daficots with 14,
Tarpawlings, fuch as are ufed on fhipboard. T?ffé‘:"'l'
Thele are kept down by eight heavy flones, at
the angles and upon the folds, the coffee being
heaped into a point underneath. The plafter does
not fuffer from them; the wind having no hold,
they are not even fo much as ruffled. It will be
neceflary, every year or fecond year, to give them
a thin coat of tar. Some put a fmall,round hamper
underneath, to prevent them from touching the
coffee ; but the coffee, formed into a pyramid, will
give fufficient defcent to the tarpawling. Without
ever ufing that precaution, I can affert that my
coffee always preferved, till morning, a confiderable
degree of warmth under the tarpawlings.

The fize of thefe ought to exceed the diameter
of the lafficots by four feet. They are made of
good fail cloth, well fewed, broad-hemmed, and
with handles of rope at the angles, It muft, how-

E 4 - ever,
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ever, be forefeen, that tarring will fhorten them near
a twelfth. Thofe of the greateft fize, made in and
brought from France, coft me nine or ten dollars,
and I tarred them myfelf in che following manner.

Firft they were well foaked with fea-water.
When quite dry I befmeared them with tallow
moderately warm, and I left them two hours in the
funthine. Then I covered thinly both fides with
hot tar, with a very fmall quantity of {pirit of tur-
pentine. Next I put them for two or three days
in the fun; and laftly I dried them in the fhade,
which is a little tedious. Prepared in this manner
they never break, and a fmall degree of heat makes
them {oft as woollen cloth,

It muft however be remembered, that the tar-
pawlings muft never be folded, but carried away
and houfed, rolled upon ftraight bamboo poles,
Near the platforms alfo there ought to be four
forks, feven feet high, with two beams, upon which
the bamboos are placed during the day, fo that the
beams may bear thirty tarpawlings, more or lefs,
T hus they are no ways cumberfome ; and in fummer,
when the crop is at an end, they are fafely lodged,
and require no great room; whereas the bulky huts
and umbrellas muft remain without doors all the
year round, expofed to the injuries of weather.

The remaining part of the preparation is much
the fame in every diftri&t, and on every plantation ;
the bufinefs being to prepare the dry coffee for
fale. |

This can feldom be done in crop time, as all
the negroes are bufy ; even the intervals afford fuli

employment
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mployment for all hands in weeding. FHowever, cuar.1w.
;f ifcaj:: be accomplithed at the time, fome benefit — =y
will perhaps be found at market. But yet, if the
ftorehoufe is dry, the parchment coffee will keep

above twelve months without any alteration; that

dried in cherries will keep for a great number of
years.

Now fuppofe that coffee muft be peeled for mar-
ket ; a certain quantity taken from the ftore is laid
for two or three hours upon a warm platform, and
fpread very thin. Eight or ten bagfulls are peeled
at once, according to the capacity of the mill
Ten bags produce five of clean coffee, or five
hundred weight,

This engine is lefs complicated than the former. PE:.E;;-
It is ufed in feveral manufactures in Europe; for mil.
inftance, in grinding apples for cyder.

In a circular trough A, (Plate 7.) about ten or
twelve inches deep, and of the fame breadth, and
ten or twelve feet in diameter, made either of hard
wood or of mafon’s work, and then paved with
large flat ftones, is placed a mafly vertical grinder,
or wheel, B, of the heavieft wood, about fix feet
high, twelve or fourteen inches thick in the centre,
and about four in the circumference. An axletree,
or tail C, paffes through it; one end is fixed in the
centre of the trough, fo as to be capable of turning;
the mules are tied to the other, and turn the wheel
forwards upon the axletree. Thus the coffee is
ground round the trough or orbit.

Firft, a proportion' muft be obferved in the re-
ciprucal diftance from the centre to the wheel, and

from
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from this to the other end of the axletree ; becaufe
the lcver of refiftance is in the former, and the
lever of action is in the lawer. Accordingly, that
the draught be not too hard, the latter diftance
muft be more than double the former. Driving at
a brifk trot, a thoufand weight of net coffee ma}f’
be ground in one hour and a half at moft.

Next, it is commonly fuppofed that the trough
mult ve wider upwards than at the bottom, that the
coffee may the better fall under the wheel. (Be-
fides, there 1s a fork D, faftened behind, which
pufhes it to the middle as the wheel goes on.) 1
have experienced the contrary. I myfelf caufed to
be made a trough of mahogany, with parallel fides,
where the fork brought the coffee to the middle fo
perfeQly, that before the coffee was half ground,
nothing but duft was to be found in the angles.

Here the hydraulic fngi;m is alfo applied.

A few planters, for want of a mill, grind with
pefties in a long trough, which is tedious and las
borious.

The mill breaks the parchment only, never the

feed.
If bad weather comes on after the grinding, the
coffee ought to be left in the chaff. This abforbs

the dampnefs, and keeps the coffee, for a few days,

without alteration.

Next the coffee is winnowed, fometimes in wind,
with wooden porringers or fhovels ; but more pro-
perly by a Fan-mill, fuch as thofe ufed in Europe
for winnowing corn, and which induftrious arti-

ficers
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ficers have confiderably improved for the ufe of cuar.m.
this manufacture. S

The Winnowing-mill confifts of a fan, made [‘If};‘.i Win-
with four plates of tin, or thin planks, mounted uAls
upon an axletree A, (Plate 7.) at the end of which
is a tooth-wheel E. Another wheel D. makes it
turn with increafed velocity, when worked by a
negroe, by means of a handle P. The whole en-
gine 1s inclofed in a cheft, opened only at the end
N, and in g. The coffce and chaff fall together
from the hopper G, through a hole o, upon a fieve B,
which, together with the other fieve C, is fet in
motion by the ftring L, by means of an oval pul-
ley E, and of the wooden fpring M, The rubbifth
and unbruifed feeds are tofled into the gutter N,
and from thence into a barrel.  But the good coffee
falls through the fieve B, upon the thicker fieve C,
where it flides along into a box F, as the chaft,
‘meanwhile, is entirely blown away through the
open end N (2 ). '

When the coffee is winnowed, it is pafied through
hand-fieves (Plate 1. fig. 11.) f_“c:-r the purpofe of
feparating the {fmall round cherries which remain
till unbruifed. Then it is picked upon large tables,
where all the black or broken feeds, as well as
gravel, are picked out. The cherries are peeled
again, and the broken or {potted {eeds make coffee
of a bafe quality, which is fold under the name of
picking. It is obfervable that merchants are more

19.
Pickjng,

(a) The chaff muft not be kept as the fkins. It is of a very dry ma-
ture. It makes but an overwarm burning manure, and that after a
great number of years, ks .

nice
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nice about the cleannefs of coffee, when the demand
at the market is lefs,

The Tables will be more convenient if edged
with a lath about an inch high, and if there is a
bottomlefs box A, (Plate 1. fig. 12.) in the middle,
fupported upon fmall triangles, with feet two inches
high. The coffee is put into the box, and the
pickers lay hold of it as it flides underneath in B.
Before each of them is a hole C, under which a
bag is hung, and kept open by crooked nails; as

they pick it they throw it into the bags, which are

the fame in which it is carried to the market.

‘There mutt be feparate places in the magazine
for the feums ard the picking. It is almoft needlefs
to {ay that the feums are ground, winnowed, and
picked for fale in the fame manner, but after the
fale of the finer coffee.

When the coffee is perfectly dreffed, fome plant-
ers put it again under the peeling-wheel for half
a dozen of turns; which makes its appearance
brighter, efpecially if the trough 1s very fmooth and
polithed.

After this, as foon as poffible, the bags are
weighed, tied up, and fealed, ready to be fent to
town. Great care muft be taken that they be not
wet in the way.

A careful intelligent negroe muft be trained up,
{o as to have perfet knowledge of the manufacture,
in all its parts. It 1s particularly m his province to
watch the mills, platforms,, bafons, picking (@),

() Each negroe is required to pick a hundred pounds of coffee

per {Jﬂ}'.
and
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and to obferve the appearance of threatening rain cuar. .

when the coffee is {pread out. e
All this work of preparation is performed by the

houfe fervants, the young people who do not go

to the field, the women with child, or the nurfes.

Laitly, the fervant maids and hofpital attendants

affift to fweep the coffee in or out of the safficots.

All thefe premifes being well underftood, one
perceives the buildings neceffary for the manufac-
ture : a grater-mill houfe with its bafons; the
draining and drying platforms; perhaps a ciftern'to
{fupply the want of water. A grinding-mill houfe,
where the fan may find a place. This is fomewhat
expenfive, as it fhould be fix-and-thirty feet dia-
meter, or in {quare. Sometimes the grinding-mill
is uncovered, but this is inconvenient in damp
weather. Laftly, a coffee-houfe or ftore, with
rooms for the different purpofes of the manu-
falture.

But before thefe Works are undertaken (and _ 2:.
ftill more the dwelling houfes) the materials muft poLa
be provided, and artificers procured; a fufficient
number of plantations {not exceflive) muft have
been previoufly made, refraining from attempting
any more while building is going on.

As 1t 1s my object to plan a folid and comfortable
fettlement, I fuppofe the planter is in eafy circum-
ftances, has already forty or fifty negroes, and is
able to increafe even that number; in fhort, that
be has in view an eftate of a hundred or 2 hundred

and
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cuar. 1. and fifty thoufand pounds of coffee a year. 1 fhall

23
fione.

proceed upon this fuppofition, taking care that
thofe who cannot accomplith fo much, may yet
find information in what they wifth to perform.

A man of worth and charater, owner of land of
good quality, will not fail to find advances for his
purpofes; and I fhall always advife a man of that
defcription (and indeed no other) to make the beft
of his credit. His engagements may ferve to bind
him fafter to ceconomy, while the advantage of his
credit may conduét him to fortune. Upon the
whole, nothing muft be fpared in expenfe contri-
buting to folidity, duration, and convenience of
eftablifhments ; but every appearance of luxury and
fuperfluity muft be removed from the works of the
fober hufbandman. Itis only when all things necef-
fary are done, when all debts are paid off, when
the family is not numerous, and when the planter
is refolved to live and die upon his eftate, that he
may be allowed to indulge expenfive taftes, and to
beautify his own retreat.

The provident hufbandman will not fail to fore-
fee and prepare himfelf for this period from the
earlieft times. His chief {kill muft be exerted to
make the beft of time, without diftrefling his ne-
groes; and to prevent, as much as he can, all
thofe extraordinary toils which attend building, and
particularly the work of mafons.

Thus, from the very firft outlet, he ought to take
care to accumulate Stone upon the place of fettle-
ment. For that purpofe it is enough that every
pegroe, returning from the field, bring with him

one
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one or two large ftones, or a bafket of fmall ones.
It is only for want of this'precaution, or where this
precaution has been infufficient, that the whole gang
comes to be employed, for two days or more oc-
cafionally, to fupply the mafons. It is then very
material to ufe wheelbarrows. By help of them
triple work is performed. If the ground admits
of it, a tumbrel ought even to be provided and
employed, as two mules and two negroes would
then do as much as twenty men.

The ftones muft be {eletted, not taken at ran-
dom. Free-ftone, granite, and hard lime-{tone, if
in abundance, ought to be preferred. There is 2
{pecies of gravel-ftone, which has apparently a de-
gree of hardnefs when firft dug up, but which
moulders away in the open air: This fhould never
‘be employed, except in works under ground. Round
fmooth flones alfo are lefs proper than thofe that
are rough, fharp, and angular. If necceflary, fome
‘quarty muft be looked for, and a couple of flout
negroes, with proper tools, employed to work it
But if mining with gunpowder be neceffary, the
attendance of fome perfon of truft and experience
‘muft be procured, to guard againft accidents. In
general, however, flones of very good quality are
found above ground, or, at leaft, in the deep val-
leys, or beds of torrents. The largeft are the moft
profitable, as they fave mortar.

The beft Sand is found in the beds of rivers;
and, in greater abundance, after floods. When ga-
thered, it muft be paffed through a hurdle, and laid
in heaps beyond the reach of water. The ’gravel

feparated
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feparated from it may be employed in making the
platforms. In defet of river fand, veins are occa-
fionally found in almoft all defcriptions of land.
Thefe are improperly called puzzolana, When the
grain is coarfe, rough, and dry between the fingers,
it is quite as good as river fand. Laftly, in defe&
of all thefe, brick-cement-kilns muft be made in
the fame manner as lime-kilns, of which I am
going to {peak. _

Lime alfo muft be prepared early. The great
lime-kilns are generally known, and I fhall only
give a fhort fketch of them. Thefe are round
towers A, (Plate 8. fig. 1.) dug on the fide of a
hill, furnithed with an ath-pot B, and a mouth or
opening C. to throw the wood through. They
ought to be regularly built around with ftone walls,
though fometimes the fore part only is built. Some
of thefe are large enough to burn at once four
thoufand barrels of lime, at the expence of fixty
or feventy cords of wood. They can, however,
only be undertaken where there is a great number
of hands, and under the management of a fkilful
man, chiefly where one is obliged to burn a certain
fort of lime-ftone of a grey colour, ftreaked with
white veins, very heavy and hard, and apt to crack.
with ftrong heat. It fometimes even breaks the
vault D, and caufes all the ftone above to fall into
the ath-pot, fo that every thing is loft. For this
reafon, experience and fkill are required to manage
the gradual ation of the fire.

I fhall explain methods more eafy and les ex-
penfive than the above ; but firft mention the dif-

ferent {pecies of Lime-ftone,
1. That
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1>, That which I have juft now defcribed, cwar.m.
though it is burned with difficulty, makes excellent o s
lime.

2°, That which is called in this country cafeade,

a fort of white porous tartar, like pumice-{lone.
It is formed in ravines; feeming to originate from
the dregs of waters of a certain quality (e ).

3°. 'Another kind;, fnow-white, very light and
foft, is found at the furface of certain grounds, upen
harder beds. This and the former burn very
eafily. ‘

4°. The beft of all is white, heavy, hard, brittle,
and is called here revetffone, on account of the
great ruggednefs of its furfaces.

Iime-ftones are eafily known by the application
of a ftrong acid liquor, which caufes them to dif-
folve, and boil into a froth. Spirit of vitriol is the
fureft criterion. ‘Lemon-juice will alfo generally
anfwer the purpofe.

There are two fpeedy and eafy methods of mak-
ing lime, in both of which the ftone muft be breken
into minute pieces, if the ftones of the fourth, and
particularly of the firt quality, are employed. This
muft be done on new=cleared ground, before the
- wood is burned, thatit may ferve for the purpofe.

A fac place alfo muft be chofen upon the fpot.

Firlt, in the Caraib way. A ditcch D (Plate 8. 27
fig. 2.) is dug about eighteen inches in depth and Cﬁﬂb
width, and longer by two feet at each end than the
| intended length of the kiln. Suppofe twenty-two

feet. It is filled with dry fmall wood, ftraw, and

(a) It is obvious this water is none of the beft to drink.

F other
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feet broad. Next, the earth which has been dug cuar.1x.
out muft be heaped around, E, as high as the bil- “~
lets, both to keep them up and to fhut out the air.
Then the furnace is filled with ftones (the largeft
pelow and in the center) in a pyramidal form, to
the height almoft of the ‘pole. 1f tar can be got,
- a {mall portion of it fhould be poured upon the
-faggot. Fire is fet to it. It will fpread from above
below, and next to the circumference, and the fur-
nace will burn of itfelf.
= In this manner a thoufand barrels of lime may
. be burned at once ; and, in the former, five or fix
- hundred. When it is cold it fhould be carried
- under a well-covered hut (taking care to pick out
- the coals and unburned ftones) becaufe lime is
fpoiled by rain. If this is-not done, it is‘put into a
. great pit, moiftened into a foft pafte, and covered
* with fix inches of fand. In this manner it is per-
haps better kept than in any other way.
If lime can be purchafed in the neighbourhood
it*is a very lucky circumftance; ‘and indeed the
purchafing is indifpenfable where (as it fometimes
- happens) ‘there is no lime-ftone upon the land ;
- but the opportunity of tranfporting it muft be
- watched, rain being carefully avoided, for fear of
- burning the mules. It is even neceffary to put
- large mats under the bags; otherwife thefe would
touch the hair, "and, when the mules fweat, injury
would happen.
As Cement makes a more lafting and better mor- 2.
. tar for the bafons, fome of it ought o be prepared Cements
« in every lime-kiln : for that purpofe cakes of clay,
“* mingled with a little fand, are kneaded as. bricks,
| | and,
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and, when dried under the fhade, are arranged upon
the furface of the furnace (C, fig. 2. F, fig. 3.
Plate 8.) before it is lighted up. 'When cement is
wanted, thefe are powdered and fifced.

Where a furnace has been made, the ground
muft be levelled again, and coffee trees planted
upon the {pot with fome more care than elfewhere ;
a furnace fhould be made at every plantation, except
the firft, where no time can be fpared from the ne-
ceffity of fecuring vegetable provifions.

If the planter has not Artificers of his own, and
it 1s probable he has not, it being feldom that flaves
are fkilful enough for works of difficulty ; or if he
cannot, by his own induftry, do without them ; arti-
ficers may ealily be found, and bargains muft be
previoufly made with them : wiz. with the mafons, at
fo much per fathom of work ; with the carpenters,
who are in general alfo tilers, at a ftated price by
the month or year, or by job; laftly, with the
fhingle-makers, at fo much per thoufand. There
are fome who have negroes of their own; thefe
muft be preferred, becaufe otherwife they will re-
quire to be fupplied with fome of the planter’s.
Thefe agreements mult be made in writing, well
explained, with a device and chart to prevent all -
difputes. It is almoft always the planter’s bufinefs
to bring the timber, fhingles, and other materials, -
within reach of the artificers, by his own negroes.

The Timber is fquared in the wood by the car-
penter ; but the trunks or logs that are ready cut
among the plantations muft be firft employed. -
This perhaps may fpoil fome coffee-trees; but,
when the timber is taken away, the ground 1s

levelled,
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levelled, and may be planted again, fo that no CHAP. I

empty places be left.

It being generally extremely difficult to prc}curf:
flates and tiles, Shingles are the only covering
which fhould be permitted in permanent buildings,
either on account of duration, or on account of fire ;
but whether they are to be purchafed and brought
from a diftance, or made by hired artificers upon
the eftate, they are very expenfive. Befides, thefe
artificers, for their own eafe and benefit, make a
wanton wafte of wood. But this inconvenience
‘may be almoft entirely prevented if the planter has
or can find means of teaching a negroe of his own,
who may be inftru€ted to be an ceconomift of
wood. Such a negroe, with any common affiftant,
may plane, at leaft, two thoufand fhingles a week.
Such being the cafe, no thatch fhould be employed.
The fhingles muft be four or five lines thick,
cighteen inches long, and fix broad at moft. If
they were broader the fun would make them bend,
and fuffer the rain to penetrate, For the fame
- reafon they fhould not be employed before they
are perfectly dry ('2).

Whatever ridicule may be attempted to be thrown -

upon vulgar obfervations, it is well proved by ex-
perience, that trees are in {uch a ftate of vegetation,
or poflefs fuch a ‘difpofition of the juices in the
Wane of the Moon, as renders them more durable
when employed in domeftic purpofes ; and though
this operation of nature is not eafily explained, no
man of fenfe will deny but that the phenomenon is

{a) As to Thatch, {ee Number 56. of this Chapter,

K 3 as

3
Shmglts.

13,
Moon's

Wane,
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The buildings are either of Mafon’s, or of car-
penter’s work.
" For the former, the mortar muft cnnﬁ{’c one third
of lime, and two thirds of fand. But the proportion
of lime is required to be fomewhat greater in plaf-
tering the bafons and platforms. Cement will alfo
be better than fand in the bafens; and the pro-
portion of lime may be diminithed in the under-
ground works. 'The foundations of walls muft al-
ways be deep in proportion to their height. It 1s
the beft mafonry where mortar is ufed freely, well
intermingled with fmall ftones amid the larger ones,
Terrace-walls require to have flopes; and this in
proportion to the height. Small holes muft like-
wife be left, at proper places and diftances, as outlets
for air and water. Thefe walls, for the fake of

L
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ceconomy, may be made with clay inftead of mor-

tar, or with dry ftone; but then they muft be
thicker, have greater flope, and be parjetted, in dry
weather, with good mortar. With regard to houfes,
as it 1s very difficult in the mountains to procure
brick for the windows, doors, and arches, they are
ufually made of the beft timber, well faitened with
the mafonry.

Carpenters alfo do joiner’s plain work, as the
making of doors, windows, floors, and the like,
as alfo the tiler’s work ; except where the houfes are
thatched, which is done by the negroes.

Here there are two ways of building. One.

where the pofts are planted in the ground, and
another where they are raifed up with tenons and
mortifes, upon horizontal ground pieces of timber

1 (in

AL
Carpenter’s
work.
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crar- i (in French, faulages) fupported by a fmall wall,

more or lefs high, and of proportionable thicknefs.

The former way is lefs expenfive, and beft
adapted for the negroe-houfes, ftables, and out-
houfes. Here the hardeft and moft durable timber
muft be ufed for the pofts, This form is convenient,
becaufe the pofts, in the event of their rotting, may
be eafily changed for new ones, without fhaking the
building. The polts muft be funk three feet into
the ground; and if they are hardened in the fire
they will laft better. ,

In the latter way, the grﬂimd timber, being raifed
upon a wall, lafts longer ; and longer {till if bricks
are placed at fmall diftances between it and the
wall, admitting of the paffage of the air. This
way of building is more neat; and, as the floor
may be raifed at the level of the walls (‘a), the
houfes are lefs damp and more healthy, efpecially
if, inftead of being full paved with tiles or bricks,
or plaftered, as the platforms, (which is often the
cafe) they are floored with planks or boards, with
a free admiffion of air underneath ; as is indifpenfa-
bly neceflary in the coffee-ftores,

All the houfes of carpenter’s work are clofed
atound, as well as the f{everal rooms feparated,
either by thin walls between the pofts, or by boards
of palm-tree or of other timber. The negroe-
.houfes, and others of a fimilar kind, are watrtled
between the pofts. The beft wattling is made with
the bark of the leffer palm-tree (of which I have

(a) This may alfo be cffefted in the former mode of building, by
means of little walls between the pots,
fpoken

-

= gy
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fpoken in a former place); and if it is made with caar. m.
picety, well fattened, parjetted with good mortar, =
and whitened with lime, it may be employed, in
preference of boards, in any houfe. For want of

the fmall palm-tree, thin ftaves of wood may, I
believe, be fubftituted with fuccefs, with the fame
precautions. *

Such are the general obfervations. I fhall beg
leave to add, that the houfes muft be placed, as
much as the place will allow, at fuch diftance that
the communication of accidental fire may be pre-
vented ; and, I muft alfo repeat, within the eye,
ear, and command of the mafter. The exaltnefs
and accuracy of the manufa&ure, the attendance of
the hofpital, the daily and nightly order and police
of the negroe-houfes, and the care of the cattle of
every kind, depend entirely upon the mafter’s pre-
fence and vigilance, It is however proper that his
own dwelling-houfe be removed from the current
of offenfive exhalations, and that it be, for inftance,
windward of the hofpital and ftables.

Now [ proceed to defecribe, more particularly, 36. Frame
the different Buildings ; and firft the grater-mill- f;ufl}éfng,_
houfe, with its appurtenances, as the bafons, drain-
ing platforms; ponds and cifterns, if thefe are ne-
ceffary, from fcarcity or abfolute want of running
water.

Between thirty and forty thoufand weight of _ 37
cofice will employ a Grater-mill for the feafon. mill-houte.
I fpeak of hand-mills. I fhall fubjoin the fketch
of a houfe, forty feet in length, and twenty in
breadth, where four mills may be managed with

- eafe and convenience. (Plate g.)
The
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carrizge of the coffee more toilfome ; from the CcHAP.IL
bafon C. the water goes into the next lefler vefiel

D, with all the floating fums, through an outlet 3,

which is always open. This bafon has another

outlet 4, with a fmall grate, through which nothing

efcapes but the fuperfluous water. Both bafons

have a fluice 2, faftened in the mafonry, and when

that is taken up, the water carries the coffee and

the fcums to their refpeftive draining platforms

E. F. fhut with grates 6.

I now muft explain in what manner all this may , 3%
be beft conftru@ed ; and firft the Pond or Ciltetn, = Cifteros.
where thefe are unluckily neceflary. They only
differ in this, that the pond fupplies a finall quan-
tity of running water, and only requires the addition
of the water from one or two platforms; and of
courfe need not be fo wide as the cfterns, which
are filled from all the platforms, there being no
running water at all; however, as they mult be
built with the fame nicety and folidity, with proper
proportion to their width and depth, only differing
in fize, I fhall explain the mode of conftrutting a
ciftern. ' '

This is a great work, an immenfe quantity of
materials being required 1a the building of a cif-
tern ; for it mult hold water {ufficienc for the con-
fumption of three or four weeks. The calculation
is made by cubical mafles ; if the coffee bafon con-
tains three hundred cubical feet, the ciftern ought
to contain nine thoufand; independant of other
wants. I fuppofe a ciftern forty feet fquare and
twelve deep. Itwill contain about eighteen thoufand
eight hundred cubical feet. (Plate 10.)

The
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ciar.1t,  The beft form for a ciftern is a perfeét fquare,
v three fides of which fhould be cut in the ground,
fo that the fore wall only appears. This muft be
of a floping form, as broad as the other three, and
the bafis almoft double in thicknefs. The trench-
ing is managed like all others: A number of ne-
groes dig, others carry the earth in hampers or
wheelbarrows, and throw it down the hill, taking
care that the place defigned for the mill-houfe and
its appurtenances be not encumbered ; and, if good
ftone is found in the trenching, that muft be fet
apart for building.
When the trenching is complete, and the floor
A, fig. 1, levelled, the foundations are dug around,
three feet broad, only that on the fore part

muft be much larger and deeper than the others.
‘They are then built up to the level of the
floor. The two interior feet of the work are built
with fand and lime mortar, the foot near the
perpendicular trenched ground, with clay mortar.
But the whole fore wall is made as the infide. The
floor is now framed, viz. firft a foot deep with
ftones and clay mortar, and two feet above with
ime and fand mortar, with an almoft infenfible de-
chvity towards the outlet D. Then the four walls
are raifed up, in the fame manner as the founda-
tions. I need not fay that the beft ftone, lime,
mortar, and workmanfhip are required every where.
The angles muft be built round at the infide, for
greater firmnefs, it being there that the water makes
the greateft effort. :
The ciftern is filled with the rain falling from the
platforms F, through gutters and the [mall bafohs
E, threg
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'E, three or four feet fquare, and two in depth, cuar. .
where the fand fubfides, and the floating rubbith

is ftopped by means of a grate. Above the ciftern

- wall, there is a trench or outlet K, three or four

inches deep; if there is a fuperabundance of water,

a rail H. muft be placed all round the ciftern, to

prevent the children from falling into it, if it is

not covered.

By means of two pillars built in the ciftern, it
may be covered with two parallel roofs, or with a
floor of beams and boards, which may drain into
the ciftern itfelf.

The water is drawn up and conveyed to the
mills and into the bafons, through a pipe or cock,
‘D. 1, placed in the fore wall. But a fucker 1s more
convenient than a plain pipe, and lefs expenfive
than a cock. For this purpofe, a fquare hole, fix
inches wide and deep, is made in the floor D, at
the upper end of a pipe running through the fore
wall D. 1.; this hole 1s fhut with a paving ftone,
(fig. 3.) a fquare piece of brafs, K, pafles the ftone,
and is pierced with an hole L, in the form of an
inverted cone. Another piece of the fame metal
and figure, M, about an inch in diameter at the
lower end, fhuts the hole hermetically, and by
means of a ring faftened to it, and of a fmall chain
or firing, it rnay be taken out perpendicularly from
above the ciftern wall. The preflure of the water,
together with the refiftance of the air below, pre-
vents the leaft drop of water from trickling out,
In order to make it flow, the fluice is drawn up
by the ftring, and when let fall, the fultion of the
water draws it into the hole, which is again fhut.

The
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great diftance, the expenfe will be fhort of that of a crar. 1.
ciftern, which is befides but a precarious refource. “V

I return to the other more ufual eftablifhments

It matters little how the Mill-houfe be framed, S0
either in mafon’s or in carpenter’s work, as above the Mill-
mentioned. The requifites are, folidity, and the SRILE.
ftrength of the floor above; the boards alfo muft
be joined by fmooth furfaces, not grooved, that the

juice of the cherries may find its way through the
joinings. The houfe muft be clofe, as the negroes

will be overheated in cold evenings, and yet

the accefs free for paffage into the mills, for car-

rying out the fkins, or entering into the garret.

Where the ground has defcent, the -gutter G. -
(Plate g9.) for the ikins, may be fo deep on the

outer end, that the trouble of taking them away

may be delayed till the morning. The houfe muft
" be covered with thingles, becaufe the work is done

by candle light, and thatch i1s more hable to be fet

on fire; for the fame reafon the negroes ought

not to be fuffered to go up into the garret with

lighted pipes. '

The gutters B, where the coffee falls from the so. Gut-

mills into the bafons, muft be as fteep as the place pigr
- will permit (z). Baoth the bafons or veffels, and
~ gutters muft be bottomed with a bed of good ma-
fonry, eighteen inches deep, at leaft as high as the
water rifes into the gutter. The whole is ufually
rough caft and plaftered, in the manner of a cif-
tern or platform, But as the acid gum, and the
tofling of the coffee with wooden tools, fpoil the

“" _ (a) Boards are placed over them where the negroes ftand to turn
the mills.

plafter
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cusr. 1. plafter in-a very fhort time, it is better to pave
== with fquare bricks and cement mortar, at the bot-
tom, as well as at the fides. This will be eafily
performed, if the walls are made to flope gently.
The walls muft be only fifteen or eighteen inches
_thick, and the floor muft be inclined to the fluice
from all fides. Stone or marble will not do {o
well as brick for paving, becaufe they are, in ge-
neral, of an alkaline nature, and the acidity will
corrode them in a fhort time.
The feum-veffel muft be contiguous to the other,
~and fmaller by two thirds, The intermediate wall
has, on the fummit, a gutter, through which the
water and fewms run into the fmall veffel, which
has an outlet with a grate, that the water may run
out, and the fcums be ftopped. It is framed
exaltly as the other, only not quite fo high.
4t  ‘The main outlets of the veflels, 2. Plate g, are
Sluices. . . . : :
in general wooden pipes with ftopples; but fuices
are more convenient. They confift of a frame of
the beft dry wood, faftened into the mafon work,
with large grooves on the infide. A thin board
goes through the groove, and fhuts the veflel
The upper part of the board is ftrengthened, on
both fides, with iron plates hollowed, and through
the hole, a little lever ferves to draw the ftopple
board up. If the ftopples, in the grooves, are
almoft imperceptibly lefs wide at the lower than
at the upper part, they will be more eafily drawn
up by a fingle effort. A hittle tallow 1s now and
then put into the grooves, both to make them
fhut better, and to make the movements eafier.
The feame and ftopples may be tarred before they
are

[
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ate placed. Sometimes there are two ftopples, one
of which is a'thick fieve, to let the water run out,
without the coffee being fuffered to pafs. By this
means the water is changed.

Both the draining platforms are made exactly as
the others, which I fhall explain in the next arucle,
Only the little walled borders which inclofe them,
muft be fo high that the platform may hold the
whole contents of the bafon. The fore borders
muft have outlets (6, Plate 9.) with grates, to fuffer
the water to pafs, and to prevent the coffee from
efcaping. Laftly, thefe platforms muft be paved
in the fame manner as the bafons, and for the fame
reafons, with a double declivity to each fide and
forwards, from the fluice to the outlets, fo that the
coffee may be fpread out by the impulfe of the
water. |

The draining platforms, if the place permits of
it, muft be contiguous to the others (but that is
impoflible where a pond or ciftern afford the fup-
ply of water); in all cafes, however, the commu-
nication between both muft be eafy, convenient,
and paved, or at leaft kept fo fmooth and clean,
that the feeds which fall from the hampers, as the
coffee is carried along, may be picked up.

However, where there is great plenty of run-
ning water to clean the coffee perfectly, the main
draining platform may be {pared, becaufe thep,
the coffee may be drained upon any of the plat-
forms without fpoiling them.

For that purpofe, all the platforms are (as in
Plate 4. K.) arranged under the bafon, on both
fides of a canal, through which the water flows

G with
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cuse. i with the coffee; and by means of fmall fluices,
fome of which fhut the canal forwards, and others
open upon every platform, it appears that the coffee
1s conveyed to any. of. the platforths at pleafure.
But then the lower borders muft have their out-
 lets thut with grates, as has been faid of the drain-
ing platforms. |

If the planter’s circumflances are eafy, he muft
at once make the above-mentioned works complete
and permanent, preparing room for four mills,
which he will procure, one after another, as his
crops make them neceffary; thofe who cannot af-
ford, at once, fo.much expenfe, mult do the beft
they can..

a4 Dry-  "With regard to Platforms or Jarbacues (as I un-

ing Plat-

forms.  derftand they are termed in Jamaica) they need not
be anucipated, and may be made every year, as
the produce ‘increafes, but always after 'z general
plan. Their outlines and figure depend, in a great
mealfure, on the fituation of the ground; the chief
thing is to make the beft of that fituation, fo as.
to form the moft extenfive furface at the leaft
expenfe._ '

I have already mentioned reducing the ground
to the level, which is almoft a.ways a neceffary la-
bour (as well zs in other fettlements) it would -in
fact be better to cut all the platforms to a level,,
but, where the declivity exceeds two or three feet
for each platform, cutting them one above the ather
in amphitheatre is lefs expenfive; (@) and, where
the grater-mill is above and the [tore below the

() Sce Plate 5, where the declivity is five feet for two platforms ; o. o.

platforms,
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platforms, it is nearly as convenient. The earth is cuar. 1r.
thrown down on both fides; and may thus form ~™
an additional flat fpace, fit for other fervices, as
walks, plantations of grafs, and the like; but not
for building. Sometimes, inftead of cutting away
the ground, the level muft be raifed with terrace
walls, of which I have already taken notice. Here
I thall only add, that thofe places muft always be
filled up with quickftone, well fetrled and beaten
with heavy rammers, (Plate 1. fig. 13.); if they are
filled with earth or gravel, they will fink, even at
the diftance of twenty yeats, and thereby break the
mafon’s work which may be upon them.

‘The moft convenient and the beft looking figures
of the platform, is a perfe& fquare, the width from
thirty to forty feet. It is however obfervable that
platforms fhould be, in fome meafure, calculated
according to the quantity of coffee which is ga-
thered in one day, that they may be filled at once.
The common average for drying parchment coffee,
is a pound of fixteen ounces for a French fquare
foot; fo thata fquare of thirty feet will dry nine
hundred pounds; one of forty, fixteen hundred,
and fo on. Upon the fuppofition that feven days
are required for drying a batch of coffee, it is
eafy to calculate how many platforms will be ne-
ceffary for the produce of the year. In twenty-
eight days, a fquare platform of forty feet will
ferve to dry fix theufand four hundred pounds.
Thus where crop time is longer; a lefs furface of
platforms is neceflary.

Firlt the borders are laid ; viz: between the plat- 45
forms with dry walls, and outwards with good "™

G 2 * niilon-
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cuar. 1. mafon-work, both eighteen inches high, and the
“ latter only

having proportionable foundations.
The floor is then laid; with a layer twelve inches
thick of folid ftone, well placed and beaten with
heavy rammers (2). This layer is covered with
three inches of coarfe gravel, and again this with
as much fmall gravel and fand, likewife well beaten;
the whole with a gentle declivity, of one or
two inches per fix feet, outwardly. Now, to
feparate the platforms, and to inclofe them out-
wards, edges are raifed around, with {mall ftone
walls, fix inches high, and the fame in breadth,
Thofe at the outfide have a few openings to fuffer
the rain water to pafs out. In the centre, a fquare
or circular border is built, of the fame height, with
a fimilar drain; this is the 2afficet, the diameter of
which muft be the fifth of the furface of the plat-
form, fix feet for thirty, eight for forty. But
here, the infide of the border 1s gently floping, and
the outfide is inclined longways, for at leaft three
fect or more all around, that the coffce may hold
faft to the very brink of the border, the declivity
being formed with an addition of gravel and fand
well beaten. Thus no room will be loft; and
when the coffee is drawn in, the rakes will flide
along the deelivity, and not break the plafter of
the border.

The planter ought to avoid, as much as poffible,
draininz one platform through another. Thofe on
the outlide have their natural drain without, but
thofe in the middle thould be drained by means of

(a) The rammers, are billets {ix inches in breadth by eighteen inches
in length, wath a handie of four feet, as a peltle. See Plate 5, ig. 13.

an
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an intermediate canal. Where there is a ciftern, crar. .

all the platforms muft be furrounded with a canal,
conveying the waters into the ciftern. If any houfe
is contiguous to the platforms, a {mall diftance muit

k..—-----5'.-----u_‘

be left between, to avoid the water falling from

the roof; and, in general, no paffage to and fro
fhould be permitted through the platforms.

A very great quantity of mortar muft have been
prepared now, where lime 1s in a greater than
ufual proportion; it, as well as the fand, muft be
well fifted.

As early as the dawn of the morning, all the
negroes are ready either to moiften and beat up the
mortar, with their hoes, or to carry it in their
large porringers or kettles. The mafons lay a bed
of it, fifteen or eighteen lines thick, firft over the
borders, and next over the floor, taking care pre-
vioufly to moiften. That layer or plafter muft be
as equal as poffible ; and, as foon as the fun is up,
it muft be immediately well covered with frefh plan-
tain leaves, :

When the plafter hath acquired fufficient con-
fiftence, [ix or eight negroes go upon it, their feet
being well cleaned, and begin to beat it gently
with rammers well polithed ; others behind them
rub it with fquare glafs bottles, taking care to re-
unite the cracks, to prefs down the rifings, and to
moiften it with water where neceflary. The plat-
form muft not be uncovered, but as the beaters and
polithers advance ; and it muft be covered again as
foon as they pafs. If the weather is cloudy, the
work may be carried on all the day long; if other-
wife, it muft be ftopped, and the platform thick

G covered
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cuar 1 covered over when the fun becomes powerful.
' Towards

evening the work recommences, if there
has been no rain, and continues mornings and
evenings till finithed ; but when the plafter becomes
too hard for the bottles to make impreffion, it is
rubbed with cocona nuts (a), the fmootheft that can
be found. Thefe mult be thrown away as foon as
they begin to be chafed or frayed. The cracks
muft ftill be fprinkled with water, in order to make
them unite. Thus the work goes on every merning
and evening, fometimes for a fortnight, and the
platform is ftill uncovered only as the negroes go
forward, and again covered as they pafs, with a
thick layer of plantain leaves, as exactly as poffible.
When fufficiently polithed, fo that the rubbing is
no longer neceflary, 1t is covered, and remains fo
for three or four weeks; it is then uncovered, and
expofed night and day ; but it will be well not to
ufe it fooner than a fortnight (5).

I underftand that platforms of boards are ufed,
in fome places, for want of ftone and lime ; but, in
my opinion, thefe muft be very defective.

At Martinico they have houfes in form of
drawers. The drawers are drawn out in the morn-
ing, and pufhed in again in the evening. This
may do 1n plantations of fmall produce, but hardly
where ten cr perhaps twenty thoufand weight of
coffee muft be dried at once. Belides, no kind of

(2) The cocona-nutis a kind of pea, much breader than a dollar, and
as thick as the finger, with a brown, polifhed, very hard fkin, which
is the produce of a wild creeping plant, growing in the woods and
bufhes.

¢b) When a platform is entirely worn out, the cld plafter is broken,
and a new one made, \ :

' timbeg
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timber can be fo good as a platform of the pre: cuar. .
L |

ceding defcription, where the hardened feer obthe
negroes can hardly bear the heat, when the fun is
powerful, Mo

For the fervice of the platforms, a dozen of good
foft brooms, a few fhovels, -and two dozen of rakes
(Plate 1. fig. 13.) are neceflary. The latter confift
of a {fmall board, as the bottom of a barrel, with
a long ftick for the handle.

Where the Coffee-houfe or {tore 1s feparate fmm‘
the mafter’s dwelling-houfe, a building fixty-feer

long, thirty-four feet wide, with galleries, -will be
fufficient for a produce of two hundred thoufand
weighta year ; becaufe the garret may be ufed in
addition, A, ( Plate 11.) where two {mall rooms;
1. K, are {pared for the feums and pickings.

The houfe 1s divided into three rooms, twenty
fect fquare, for ftores, B, and a gallery, C, feventy-
eight feet long, and fourteen in breadth, where the
coffee is fifted, culled, gnd weighed. The! outer
gallery, D.E, may ferve for feveral ufes; among
which may be a fmall rcom, D, to con:ain the bags
and other things of that kind; another, E, for the
harnefles of mules and horfes; another place for
hanging the tarpawlings, &c.,

- The walls and partitions (even though they were
of mafonry) muft be lined with beards, as well as
the rafters in the garret, about ten fect high. The
garret muft be fupported by ftrong beams, and by
a great crofs beam, through the three rooms B.
The floor of the main body muft be of beams and
boards, quite as ftrong, with a free paffage for air
wnderneath, through openings all around, as G.

G 4 This
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This building muft be of mafon’s, or of the beft
carpenter’s work, and covered with fhingles, nailed
over. ‘There muft be a pair of ftairs, F, to go up
into the garret.

It is neceffary that all the ftorehoufes have win-
dows, fo that, after rainy weather, the accefs of dry
air may abforb the dampnefs. Independent, and I
might fay inftead of this, I contrived to give a
paffage for light into my garret by fome panes of
glafs, H, faftened with maftick upon wooden frames,
well tarred, which, nailed upon two rafters, were
placed amongfl the fhingles. Thefe did very well
both for light and for warmth. I had before ex-
perienced great inconvenience frorn dormer win-
dows, and other like contrivances. I fhall return
to this article when I fhall {peak of the dwelling-
houfe. "

I muft obferve in general, that if this or any other
building be on the fouth fide of the platforms, it
muft be removed at ten or twelve feet diftance, on -
account of the fhade which it would caft in time of
declination. The fouth-eaft and weft of the plat-
forms fhould always be out of the reach of fhade.

I have already defcribed the Peeling and Win-
nowing-mills. They muft be placed under cover,
The former requires a very expenfive building, as
the diameter cannot be much lefs than thirty-fix
feet. 1t muft be covered with fhingles, and may
be of good carpenter’'s work. I fubjoin a plan
(Plate 12.) of a houfe lefs expenfive, as the main
body is only twenty-four feet broad by thirty-fix
long ; and by means of two galleries, B, of fix
feet, and of the arches, (fig. 2.) the mules go theic

circle
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ircle through both the main body and the galleries. cuar. .
Fl‘he winnowing-mill is placed in the end, C, of 2 — ° '
gallery.

In other houfes (as in fig. + Plate 5.) where
the ground inclines, this mill is placed in a fmall
gallery +, the floor of which is lower by five or
fix feet, fo that the coffte is thrown from the
peeling-mill into a large hopper above the fan.

All thefe fettlements are fufceptible of numberlefs
little improvements, correfponding with the nature
of the place, and which the mafter’s indufiry may
direct towards the greater convenience and eafe of
the operations.

It muft not be forgotten that the engines require
a oveat deal of care, and that the places of friftion
muft be frequently greafed with mutton-fuet.

Before I proceed to the explanation of the other
houfes, I miuft fpeak of the engines by which the
power of mules may be applied to the grater and
winnowing-mills, as well as ro the peeling-mill;
and the power of water to the three together; but
efpccially of the latter.

The principal additional pieces for the hydrau- sq-u:‘-’atﬂ'
lic engine (Plate 13.) confift of a water wheel, A. R
A trundle head, B, adapted to one end of the axle-
tree C, puts in motion a horizontal wheel D, by
means of teeth, the vertical axletree of which, E,
turns the grinder of the pecling-mill round the
trough, by means of a fecond axletree faftened to
it, asin Plate 7. At the other end of the axletree
C, there is a vertical doubly-indented wheel, F,
which, by means of a cog-wheel H, and of the
teeth I, turns the roller of the grater-mill with

great
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cuar. 1. oreat rapidity. Here alfo, by means of the fecond
Bies: row of crcular teeth K, and of the cog-wheel L,
the motion 1s communicated to the winnowing-mill,
being at the other end of the iron-bar M. N. are
the collars, hinge, and plattens that fupport the iron
ends O, of the vertical axletree E, upon a large piece
of wood, P.; and Q. is another platten, fupport-
ing the end R. of the horizontal axletree C, whofe
other end S, 1s fupported by the great frame of the
grater-mill. T is a wheel of iron, adapted to the
grater-mill (and inclofed in a wooden box), which,
by means of four heavy weights of lead, V, makes
the motion of the roller more equal and uni-
- form.
The Plate 14 is the plan, and the Plate 15 is

i
the elevation of the whole water-mill.
Independent of the former pieces, which are
!
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marked in both with the fame letters, U, (Plate 14.)
is a conduit through which the water flows into the
wheel A, to put the whole machine in motion.
X. is the outlet of water, divided into two chan-
nels, with fluices, a.b,’ that the chaff and the red
{kins of coffce may be conveyed to different places.
z. is the winnowing-mill, from which the chaff
falls into X.b. Y. is a gutter, through which the
red fkins fall into the fame outlet of waters X. a.
&. is the grater mill upen its gutter d.  'W. is the
peeling-mill, with its grinding-wheel e, and its_
axletree f. g isa pair of ftairs, from the peeling-
mill down to the grater-mill.

h. ( Plate 15.) is a bex, through which the
_cherries fall into the grater mill, from the garret, j,
into which the negroes throw them from the other
' § garreg
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garret |, into which they are brought up through i‘:_‘_‘_’_;
the door m.

The Plate 16 exhibits the figure of a triple muil, 3 f-[“"#"
fet in motion by Mules ; almoft all the pieces are :
the fame, except that, inftead of the water-wheel,
the chief piece is the vertical axletree E. The
whole contrivance is as follows. In the ftate ex-
hibited in the figure, namely, to grind the coffee
by means of the lever b.f, the collar c.f. turns
round the axletree E, with the grinder e; and the
vertical tree F. remains unmoved. For the ope-
ration of the grater-mill &, and of the winnowing-

mill z, the piece b. of the lever is taken out. The
piece d.is put at the end of the lever A, and (as
the mules are always tied in a.) then the wheel e.
remains motionlefs. The axletree E: turns in the '
collar c.f, and puts in motion the horizontal wheel
D, the axletree C.C, the vertical wheel K, the cog-
wheel L; and, of courfe, the grater-mill &, and
the winnowing-mill z.

In both engines the three mills may alt at once;
but, by fome eafy means, the operation of one or
two may be ftopt, while two or while one turns.

The quantity of water is always in proportion to
the exertion,

It mult be owned that the beft workmanfhip is s2. Obfr.
nceeflary for thefe engines; for I know nothing s
worfe than a bad one. An engine well-known and
experienced muft be taken as a model ; but though
this be done, the corret execution is a nice matter.

Here I cannot forbear naming one Hyfein, a fkilful
artificer at the Cape, who was defervedly cele-
brated for the ftrength and precifion of his work.

Thefe
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casr.it. T'hefe engines alfo require greater care than the

others.

It is generally conceived that thefe engines are
expenfive ; but, upon correét calculation, they are
lefs fo than imagined. Hoftein furnifhed a com-
plete water-machine for the three operations, and
even a {pare roller and fieve for the grater-mill,
and the two f{luices of the bafons, for two thoufand
dollars.

'This engine will {ave four grater-mills, which
coft nine-hundred and fisty dollars; a winnowing-
mill, one hundred; a peeling-mill, with the houfe,

which cofts at lealt one thoufand ; the fluices at

leaft chirty dollars. In all, two thoufand and ninety
dollars.

Add to this, that the engine will be lodged i
a houfe of thirty-fix feet by twenty, which may
amount, with all its appendages, to four hundred
dollars. But, as the canal muft be larger, the ex-
penfe may perhaps be two hundred dollars more,
and the engine two thoufand. In all, two thoufand
fix hundred dollars. There is only, thus, an excefs
of five hundred and ten dollars.

Let us now confider the advantages of water-
mills.

If every thing is arranged to the belt advantage,
a ftout intelligent negroe, affifted by a boy of fix-
teen, may manage the whole work ; whereas forty-
four grown negroes aie requirr:d for four hand-
grater-mills. The labour of turning the winnowing-
mill is alfo faved by this method. The work may be
done at any time of the day ; whereas the forty-four

negroes are employed after the labour of the day;
at
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it an unfeafonable hour. All the negroes, every
morning, muft fpend half an hour in carrying the
coffee to the drying platforms ; whereas, in this cafe,
it may be conveyed by the water. Laftly, the
water carries away the chaff, which is good for
nothing ; and may conduét to a clofe receptacle the
fkins, which are good for manure. Belfides, the
water-mill performs more than double the work,
in 4 given time, of any common mill.

~ Thus, in any plantation which makes fixty thou-
fand weight of coffee, I would not hefitate in going
to the expenfe of a water-mill, where a fufficient
quantity of water and a fkilful mechanic can be
found. Nay, the fcantinefs of water is fometimes
fupplied by a large pond, calculated to be filled by
the fpring in twenty-four hours, and to flow in time
fufficient for the daily working of the machine.
But .this is fomewhat precarious.

Nothing fo much enlivens a country habitation
as a plentiful current of limpid water, capabie of
being conveyed every where by proper diftributions.
It conduces to health, as well as cleannefs. The
play of an hydraulic machine 1s befides exceed-
- ingly amufing, and carries pleafing thoughts to the
mind, fince it fpares toil to man.

When the manufacture is well eftablithed, the
next thing is the hofpital, then the negroe-houfes ;
after thefe, the mafter’s lodging and its appurte-
nances ; laftly, the ftables, poultry and pigeon-
houfes, But this is far from being attainable, cither
at once, or even without intermiflions. To con-
tinue thefe works without interruption, would di-
vert the negroes from the crop ; nor ought the fer-

vice
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vice of the artificers, at any time, caufe the weed-
ings and culture to be neglected, Carpenters may
fquare and faw their timber in the wood at any
time. But during crop' the mafons ought to ceafe
working. :

An Hofpital well defigned muft be raifed a lictle
above ground, and, if it is poffible, paved with
fquare bricks, for the fake of cleanlinefs ; clofe at
night, well aired in the day ; placed under the eye
of the mafter; fituated in a yard, planted with fome
trees, where the fick may take an airing; and
walled in, to prevent other negroes from conveying
into it unwholefome food.

The Plate 17. is the plan of an hofpital, to
which the appendages of the matter’s houfe may be
added, 1f the place requires it, The whole is a
hundred feet by thirty.

It confilts of a kitchen, A, a room for the hof-
pital nurfe, or dotrefs, B, another for wornen lying
in, C, The other rooms muft be double, that the
fexes may be feparated; namely, two for the vene-
real and cutaneous contagious diferders, D, two
for fores and fimple indifpofitions, E, and, laftly,
two for fevers and other acute diftempers, F.

The rooms of the women lying in, and of the
feverith fick, muft be furpithed with little couches,
with paliafles, and the others with platforms of
boards, a lictle inclined, and capable of being taken

away in cleaning of the rooms. Upon thefe (E.)-

iron-bars of proportionable length may be fixed,
with their padlocks and rings to confine thofe with
fore legs, or occafionally to furnith means of cor-
recting or confining the refractory, Running water
s

.
i
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is alfo very convenient here, for bathing and other cuar.1r,

b v nme ]
purpofes.

This houfe may be conftruted of carpenter’s
work, clofely fhut, either with walls between the
polts, or boards, or plaftered wattling. The roof
muft be fhingled on accouat of fire.

Some individuals will perhaps find the hofpital
too expenfive. I beg them to confider that the
plan may be executed for four hundred dollars.
at moft, and that it concerns the life of human
beings.

The Negroe-houfes are of different lengths, ac- N3:

: egroc-
cording to the nature of the place; but they ought houfes.
never to exceed one hundred feet, and fifty if they
are thatched. They ought to be feven or eight feet
high under the roof, and twenty feet wide. Every
two negroes are allowed ten feet by twenty, which
they divide into two rooms; one,’A, (Plate 18.)
where fire is made, the other, B, for fleeping,
A gallery, fix feet wide, might be added behind
for their poultry, C. A free paflage of air fhould
be left throughout; orherwife, all the doors turned
to the ealt or fouth. When hard timber can be got,
thele houfes are made with poits funk into the
ground, which #s lefs,expenfive, and permits of
being renewed when fpoiled. They muft be only
boarded with thick wattling, leaft they fhould be
too warm ; in which cafe, as there is always a num-
ber of fires, the negroes, going at once into the
chill morning air, would catch colds and worfe dif-
tempers. Some planters make, in every firft room,,
A, a hearth of mafonry, which leffens the danger
of fire,.

17
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If fhingles cannot be procured, of which I have
fpoken in a former article, thefe houfes muft be
covered with T'hatch. The beft of all is the Jatanecr,
and the leaves of the lefler palm tree. 'There is
alfo a kind of wild corn, with filky ears, growing
in wafte lands, which may be employed (in French
berbe a panache); fome planters are obliged to plant
large fields of fugar canes, the tops of which make
very good thatch, but only when they are full
grown up. Guinea grafs and plantain leaves are
alfo employed, but with very lictle advantage. The
roofs made, as in the more effendal houfes, in
the figure of a tomb, are lefs affected by the wind,
but require more nicety in thatching.

A few planters {uffer their negroes to make their
own huts themfelves, and in what form they pleafe ;
but thefe will always be very incorreét, and perhaps
infufficient. Befides, it feems that this building of
houfes, is one of the obligations of the mafter.

If the planter wifhes to have his own houfe dif~
tin from the coffee-ftore, I fhall entirely truft its
form to his own fancy. I will only obferve, that
the houfe muft be wholefome, convenient, and {uf-
ficiently capacious for the family. Some glafs win-
dows and a chimney are very comfortable, and
hardly difpenfable in the cool and rainy climates.

But, if the landlord wifhes to atrend chiefly to
his manufaéture, he may dwell under the fame roof;
but in fuch a manner that he be entirely feparate,
fo as to be neither difturbed by noife, nor by the
{moaking of tobacco. A large garret will make a
capacious ftore; and, if the floor be well joined,

there is no caufe to fear duft, againft which an
additional
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additional precaution may be taken ; viz. totar the cuar.it.
floor all over. I have a great propenfity to this Sy,
method, as the people employed in the work of

fifting and picking are ufuvally the moft flothful and
inattentive, and require conftant watching., The

Plate 19. is the plan of that building. I fhall only,

as to the ftore part, refer the reader to what I have

faid in the Number 48. Ch. II. and fay again, that

all the boards and fhingles fhould be well dried in

fmoke before they are employed, and the latter

nailed upon the roof,

By Outhoufes are underftood, a kitchen, G, ﬂuﬂf:;lm

(Plate 17.) with its chimney and oven g, and its
furnaces ; a wathing-houfe, H, with its chimney ;
and two ftores for the provifions of different kinds,
I.K. All thefe articles may be brought together
in the fame houfe (and even joined with the hol=
pital) where precautions muft be taken to fecure
againft fire.

For the prefervation of the caitle in rainy cold .
weather, a ftable is indifpenfable. It is built in St@bkes
the middle of a pen or yard, well inclofed, and the
gates locked every night. The pofts of the ftable
muft be of hard wood, funk into the ground; it
ought to be well paved with commen ftone, as well
as the pen, and a litde inclined, to convey the waters
away. The beft form is to divide the ftable,
lengthwife, by a manger, to both fides of which the
beafts are tied in feparate places ; or it is ftill better
to make two mangers, A, (Plate 20.) and a paf-
fage, B, betwixt, for a perfon to carry in the grafs,

A quarter, C, isaffigned for the mules; another, D,
for the mafter’s horfes ; another, E, for thofe of the
e | guefls ;
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cuar. 1. puefts; another, F, for the cows, and efpecially for

=== the milch cows, with a place, G, inclofed for their
calves. The ftables thould be fhut againft the north,
the other fides may be open.

This houfe has no need of being high, but it
muft be at leaft twenty feet wide, and ftill more if
the manger is double, as in Plate 2o0.

A little feparate ftable is alfo neceffary in another
place, but within reach, for the animals which have
contagious diflempers. |

6o, In alarge Yard (M. Plate 4.) with a pond in the |
?;‘:11:?‘; middle, three orfour great trees furrounding it, a
houfe muft be made for the Poultry, with different
rooms, well paved, for fowls of different kinds, as
allo one for the poultry wench, It need not be very
extenfive, becaufe it is better that the poultry fleep
upon the trees.

There muft be alfo a pigeon-houfe, raifed upon
four pillars, ten or twelve feet high; either well
plaftered and glazed, or garnifhed with tin plates,
to keep out the rats and mice. The houfe muft be
furnithed with bafkets, where the pigeons may lay
their eggs ; with a ladder, and a covered hopper for
the corn,

The pillars muft be walled round, two feet from
the houfe ; this place is defigned for rabbits. It
muft be well paved, and holes muft be made in the
walls for the rabbits to burrow in. :

In-another place, four or five little lodges are
made, with good ftakes, and covered, for a hogfty.

- All the laft-mentioned buildings, the ftables in-
cuded, may be thatched. It is obferved that pi-
* geons,
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geons, in particular, do better under thatch than
under tiles, or even fhingles.

The keepers of the provifion and negroe-grounds
have their huts by their pofts. Huts likewife are
made in every plantation-ground, that the negroes
may find ready fhelter when overtaken by heavy
rains. But here the danger of a flath of lightning
is frightful.

This puts it in my remembrance to mention
Eleétric-bars, which have lately been ufed on the
principal buildings in our plantations. The necef-
fity of a good frame, and of keeping them in good
order is generally known. (I. Plate 19),

I have mentioned, feveral times, the great con-
venience and neceflity of conveying Water to the
fettlements. When the {prings happen to be cleared
of wood, they fhould be covered with thick plan-
tations of plantain trees ; for the bamboos, though
they calt a deep fhade, have the peculiarity of
draining the {prings. There is alfo another phe-
nomenon, which probably depends on the nature of
the ground; I have feen fome fprings increafe,
and others decreafe almoft to nothing, upon clear-
ing the wood.

Water-conduits, or Canals, ufually run through a

road, cut on purpofe in the mountains. They are

made either of boards, or with palm-trees, cut inta
two gutters, which are upon the ground, or fup-
ported with ftakes and forks. But mafon’s work is,
by all means, preferable, and requires lefs inclination
of the road.

~ Firlt, the road is levelled, and thus the poffibility
of conveying the water is afcertained, as alfo the

a2 regularity
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enav. i, regularity of the inclination of the canal. The laff
==V~ is fufficient; but the greater it is (within proper

G4

Ga
&C.

EHS,

bounds) the narrower the canal will be, in order to
convey a given quantity of water. With an incli-
nation of fix lines per fix feet, or a fathom, a canal

of {ix inches by four or five, will be enough for a

water-mill.

When the road is made as even and exaét as
poffible, the canal is begun at the fettlement (two
feet above the zenith of the water-wheel, if it is
defigned for a mill) upwards to the fource. Outlets
are left, in proper places underneath, either for the
torrents, or for the rain flowing from the mountains.
The beft way to cover 1t is with flat ftones, or
palm-tree boards, which may be taken out in clean-
ing. At fome diftance from the fpring it is well to
make a bafon, where the water may depofit the fand
or gravel, and where all the floating bodies, as
wood and leaves, may be detained by a grate. At
the upper end, where the ftream is admitted into
the mouth of the canal, a good {tone wall is made
acrofs the former, obliquely, fo that the ordinary
ftream may be conveyed into the mouth, and that
the overflowings may find their ufual way, without
injury to the crofs-wall or canal. The beft place
for this is where the ftream is confined between
narrow banks, upon a bottom of rock.

I fhall entirely leave the Gardens, Orchards,
Walks, and other things of that kind, refpetting
either the comfort or the embellithment of a coun-
try feat, to the tafte and ingenuity of the mafter.

I have already mentioned the remarkable fitnefs «

i.

$
o

of the foil and climate of our mountains for the
growth
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growth of gréens, vegetables, and fruit trees of C¢HAr. .
every fort. The country affords, perhaps, every
thing for ufe and ornament, in the fame degree as
Europe. Spouts and cafcades may be made as well.
Almotft all the flowers of Europe may be cultivated
with fuccefs, and-fome wild indigenous fhrubs blo{-
fom beautifully for a great part of the year. The
fineft hedge and covered walks may be made with
lemon-trees, logwood, and ftill better of the cherry=-
tree of the Weft Indies. Abundance of pretty
creeping plants are well appropriated for bowers ;
and thick and ftately walks of that kind may
be formed by an artful management of the bam-
boos (a).

Thus, in defcribing the preparation of the coffee,
.and the different fettlements, 1 have accomplifhed,
as well as I am able, my fecond objeét ; and, as I
kept myfelf within the bounds of convenience and
folidity, thofe who wifh to go nearer to magnifi-
cence, or thofe who cannot afford even fo much as
I have fet down, may extend or contract my plan
according to their views and circumftances, fill
building upon my foundations.

I now finith my tafk in this point, with recom-
mending to the planter to preferve, with unceafing
attention, the fabrick he has raifed at great labour
and expenfe, and pever to delay repair till wafte
is become confiderable. For that purpofe, fome
negroes fhould be inftruéted in the different kinds
of workmanthip, at leaft {kilful enough for the pur-
pole of repair,

(a) I mult mention alfo, that if the fettlements are liable to cre
- - L} dt
fqualls of wind, rows of bamboos are a fafe fhelier, i

A3 = It
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SR AP T F R _CILL

OF THE CULTURE OF THE COFFEE TREE, DURING
THE SEVERAL PERIODS OF ITS DURATION.

THE improvement and appropriation’ to our
ufe of the productions of nature, is the ge-
neral obje& of culture, with a view both to in-
creafe the quantity and ameliorate the quality. But
the fcience of culture is like the fcience of me-
dicine. In both, it is the general and particular
obje&t to affit nature, which, in fuch cafe, will
gladly confpire with our exertions ; but if thwarted,
at lealt for a length of time and with rudencfs,
will be found rebellious. Hence a proper ftudy of
the plant, the object of our care, demands our firft
attention. We ought to make ourfelves familiaily
acquainted with its origin, its progrefs, its decay,
its temperament, its difpofition; I had almoft faid
its habits and inclinations. In' confequence, I beg
leave to expatiate on fome circumftantial particulars
relative to this fubje&,

The original reproductive Sprout of the Coffee
Tree is in thefeed. Thus the bountiful hand of the
Creator has multiplied it almeft to infinity. Take
a feed, and open its fiffure or ftigma, you will
hardly perceive the fprout; it is indeed exceed-
ingly delicate. If the feed is kept long in a ftate
of ficcity, it withers into fterility, whereas, when ic is
green, it fhoots out with wonderful eafe and ftrength,

H 4 Let
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Let the feed, with its parchment (2); be laid
only upon a wet foil, you fee it open itfelf a lictle.
A pedicle peeps out, an extremity of which leans
towards the ground. Here two radicles are feeking
and foon gralp their nurfe. The other extremity
rears itfelf up, loaded with the whole feed. Ina
fhort time, two follicles, almoft round, and of a
thin yellow colour, unfold themfelves, from the very

fubftance of the feed, and fhake off the parch-

ment. The ftigma or fiffure feemed to mark their
{eparation, on the flat fide of the feed ; and, on the
round fide, they feemed perfectly blended together ;
but now they part of themfelves, Thus it is the
{eed itfelf which fpreads out into thefe two follicless
which turn green by the contaét of the air,

From between them a {mall top rifes. Its
point is acute, and divides itfelf into two Leaves,
of lanceolous form. The fappling rifes again and
again, ftill in the fame manner, bearing its leaves
two and two, or axillary, at equal diflances, and

every pair oppdfite to each other, above and

below.

When the fappling has feveral leaves, the two
original follicles fall ; when it is about twelve or
fifteen inches high, the Boughs begin to make their
appearance at the eye, clofe above the ftem of the
leaves. When thefe boughs, which originate from
the trunk (and which may be diflinguifhed as pri-
mary) have acquired ftrength, the leaves at their
ongin fall,

The fappling rifes, always bearing leaves, and

(a) Germination alfo takes place fiom the whole cherry, as will
be feen in the arucle of Nurfete , No 23, |

afterwards

A
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afterwards boughs above them, by p:}irs, or in axil-
lary form, and oppofite. Thefe boughs lengthen
themfelves in the fame manner and proportion;
and as they grow, they always end, as the trunk, in
a ftharp point, which divides itfelf into two leaves,
between which another point fhoots out; thatis,
another pair of leaves, which alfo fpread outata
proper diftance, and fo on.

In their turn, fecondary branches fhoot out, di-
reCtly above every leaf of the primary ones. Thefe
make their growth as the former, and bear zer-
tiary branches, if the tree is luxuriant. Where
that goes farther, it is always in the fame order.

Here a material obfervation is neceflary, as it 1s,
in a great meafure, the foundation of the whole
fyftem of lopping or pruning.

The vertical fappling or trunk has been fhown,
bearing its boughs or primary branches, in oppofite
pairs ; fo that the inferior ones exhibit the figure
of a crofs with the fuperior, thus the four branches
fpreading in four different direttions; and this is
neceffary, that the tree be garnithed all round,
without being embarraffed. Exaétly from the fame
principle of avoiding encumbrance, the arrange-
ment of the fecondary and tertiary branches is dif-
ferent. They all are placed by pairs, on both

fides of the mother branches, fo that all {pread out

horizontally, and with a diretion, in fome meafure,
towards the circumference, (fee Plate 22.) If any
fhould grow upwards or downwards, they would
become intricate, and the tree embarraffed, Na-
ture makes no fuch blunders ; and if fuch happen

o
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fall, and that the tree, if left to itfelf, would have cuap. .
the form of all others; that is, a naked trunk and a =™
branchy head, _

Confined to the ufual height, the coffee tree 1s L ’:fi

one of the moit elegant productions of nature. Its W
fhape is that of a fine bufh, pyramidical and luxuriant,
without confufion. Its leaves are of a deep green
colour, lanceolous, polithed, and fhining, chiefly on
the fuperior furface ; its blofloms, {preading a fweet
plealing fragrancy, are abfolutely like {mall whice
jeffamines, fupported by thort ftems, compofed of
a calix, four follicles and a "piftil, with ics ftamina
lightly tinged with yellow, the whole upon a fhort
ftem. If they happen to be blafted, they fall im-
mediately burnt, but if the infant fruit forms a
knot, then the fAlower falls to the end of the piftil,
and remains there fufpended, the piftil {till adhering
to the fruit till both are dried and fall together.
The little green fruit grows on until it becomes
yellow ; as it approaches ripenefs, it {preads itfelf
over with red fpots and ftreaks, which widen till the
fruit 1s perfeCtly ripe, and of deep fhining purple
colour., Both the flowers and fruit {pring forth in
large clufters going off from every leaf or bud, and
at the diverging of the branches; and, in both
ftates, nature is no where more profufe and beau-
tiful in the variety of its colours and forms.

The coffee tree is endued, in an extraordinary
degree, with vegetable life; being cut, it'grows
again in many fprigs. Its branches cut and placed
mn the ground, by any of their ends, have been feen
to bear roots and leaves indifferently., I faw one
fallen from a height of thirty feet with its clod ; it

ftopped
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ftopped on a road, and there bore fruit for feveral
years, and perhaps even now. The bark of the tree
is grey, compact, and moderately rough ; its wood
is white, but hard, knotty, with very little fapwood
and central pith: under ground, it has a pives or
perpendicular root, three or four feet deep: the .
roots, at firft large, end in an immenfe bulk of ca-
pillary fibres. 1If the pivot finds the quick ftone,
gravel ftone, or clay, the tree will not laft long;
but it, as well as the roots, find their way through
ftony ground, and if there is a good proportion of
mould, fuffer no inconvenience ; nay, the tree may
do better, as the ftones keep the mould together.

The Duration of the tree and the Period where it
begins to bear, vary according to the climate and
foil ; the duration is above thirty years in the beft
fituations, and not more than {ix or five in the
worft: the period of bearing is after the fecond
year in warm foils, and the third in the cooleft.
The full crop follows next year, or even {ometimes
a year later in the moft favourable circumitances.
Culture may influence the term of duration, and
chiefly, if the land be eafy and the mould rich, 2
whole plantation may be {pun out into an indeter-
minate length, new trees being planted as the old
ones die away.

Trees of different kinds are met with.

One, bearing fmall narrow leaves, a lictle crifped,
which has been fancifully named Mocha coffee. One,
the boughs of which are ftiff, and rife much above
the horizontal line; but by far the beft and moft
productive 1s that defcribed above, which bears
large even leaves, and the boughs of which, natﬁ-

rally
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rally horizontal, are gracefully inclined by their cuar. ns.
weight. This mult be exclufively preferred. It ="
would be a matter of curiofity, but perhaps of little

ufe, and it is beyond my reach to invefligate how
thefe wvarieties have been produced, as it is very
likely that a fingle kind only has been imported
into the Weft Indian feitlements. A botanift might
expatiate upon this fubject, and, after all, perhaps his
refearches would amount to no more than a hypo-
thetical probability.  Befides, experience evinces

that the coffee tree is none of the dysick kind, but

that it bears fruit by itfelf, without being aflifted by

the vicinity of others.

Such is that precious bufh, which, in the nomen-
clature of naturalifts, is known by the appellation of
Fafminium Arabicum, expreflive of its lower and or1-
gin. It agrees beft with a cool, not cold climate,
with a mountainous fituation, alternately moiftened
with rain and warmed by the fun; the moifture
particularly requires to be filtrated very freely, ftag-
nating moifture being apt to heat and rot the roots;
chiefly a virgin foil is neceflary for its growth: it
alfo fuffers highly from flrong winds, either cold or
hot. :

I fhall not enter into its hiftory ; but it is juftice 4. ..
to mention that Mr. Defclieux, an officer of the Pefchsur.
French navy, brought it, in 1726, with great care
and at the expence of his own comforts, from the
King’s garden to Martinico, from whence it has
been propagated through all the other Weft Indian
plantations. That great benefit is almoft unrecord-
ed, and the benefactor known to few, while ftatucs
and fuperb monuments proclaim to the world and

pofterity,
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o ! pofterity, the odious names of ravagers of mankind;
and of philofophers, who have perhaps done more
mifchief by intoxicating all ranks of men with doc-
trines and maxims, which fhould only have been in-
culcated to the wile and ftatefmen.

Plucion. 4 1 come to the plantation.

When the ground 1s cleaned, the alleys traced, or
the roads cut open, the firft work is to lay out the
rows of coffee trees.

16.Laying L wo or more lines, of a hundred and eighty feet

qu, long, muft be differently divided at the feveral dif-
tances defigned for the trees, with little fcraps of
fcarlet cloth, marked with numbers. The one or
the other of thofe lines will ferve, as the ground or
expofition direct. .

By means of thofe lines, parallel rows are mark-
ed out from above downwards, in general from the
roads; conforming, as much as pofiible, to the
greateft declivity of the ground. Two men hold
the line well ftretched, and lay it upon_the ground.
If any obftacle, as ftumps of trees, happens to be

“in the way, the line muft not decline to a fide,
but muft rather be placed ftraight over it. Qther
negroes are provided with pointed wooden pickets,
about eighteen inches long, and plant them where
the fcarlet marks lie, and always at the fame fide.
Where the line is above ground, the picket is fet
perpendicularly near the {crap of fcarlet, and, being
dropped, is planted exactly inits place. Next, the
line is moved on, and its change, determining the
diftance between two rows, is meafured, at both ends
and in the middle, with fticks of certain length. So

the line goes on,
Some
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Some planters admit of a little more diftance be- cHar. nf.

tween the rows than between the fcraps
that is intended for the paffage of the negroes.
Others obferve, that the even rows crofs the odd
ones, fo that a fcrap of cloth faces the middle of
two neighbouring pickets, thus forming an irregu-
lar quir‘fcunx’ rather than a fet of perfect fquares :
Both thefe methods are real improvements.

This leads me to fpeak of planting in Quin-

the rows, and, of courfe, to gain ground, though
the trees are ftill at the fame refpective diftances.
This method has the inconvenience of narrowing
the paffage for the labourers, and the boughs will
fuffer from it in their extremities. Befides, the
gardeners of Europe have renounced the quin-
cunxes, becaufe they intercept the free paffage of
air, which is neceffary to the trees.

This, however, is the manner of laying out a
quincunx: '

When the firft row, A.A. (Plate 21.) 1s marked
with the line, two laths, equal to the diftance of its
pickets, are placed at both extremities. In tri-
angles, whofe bafis are at the pickets, 1. 2. 2.3 3.4.
At the tops b. ¢ d. other pickets are planted, which
mark the fecond row B.B. Upon this you make
the fame operation for the third row C.C.; and fo
on for the rows D. and E, &c. It is obvious that
all the pickets are equi-diftant, though you gain as
much as the difference which exifts between the fide
A.B. ofthe fquare, and the diagonal 1. b, which is
abouta feventh part of the whole furface.

In all cales, as the negroes place the pickets, the

mafler

of cloth; =™

Ry

A - ; Quincunx=
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mafter or the overfeer, being at the upper end of
the line, takes an account of the numbers on each
row; and in the evening notes the whole in the jour-
nal. Thus the correct number of the trees on plan-
tations is known. '

The quality and expofition of the ground ought
to be the ruling guides to determine the diftance of
the trees from f:ach other, That muft be remem-
bered which has been laid down. (Chap. 1. Nos. 4.
KJ ) ‘Here are the general rules.

°. The richer the foil, the expofitions bcmg the
famf:, the more diftant muft be the trees.

2°. The cooler the expofitions, the quality of the
grounds being the fame, the farther afunder the
trees muft be planted.

3° If on the north and weft the ground is-
good, plant ftill farther, If, on the contrary, in
the eaft or fouth it is light, (which, asT have faid,
is moftly the cafe) plant ftill nearer. In both cafes,
there is a double reafon, wviz. the gquality and the
ajpect.

Accordingly, if to the fouth and eaft you plantat
fix feet, the quality of the ground being the fame,
plant at {even to the weft and north, if the defcent
is fteep; or at fix by feven if it is eafy, (the greater
diftance being between the rows) for where the de-
fcent is fteep, the fuperior trees caft a longer thade
upon thofe below. ~

I have made no difference of the narth with the
weft, though that expofition be naturaily cooler, be-
caufe it happens almoft always that, when the fun be-
gins to make its defcent weftwards, the clouds ga-

ther, and prevent it from warming the coffee trees
which’
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which, without that, would lie under its influence cuar. ur.

till evening, :
4°. Where the wind blows with violence, it is

an additional motive to plant at a ftill greater dif-

tance, becaufe in that cafe the trees muft be cut

lower, and of courfe will {pread out more int width.

(See No. 33.) |

A {quare of land, planted at three feet fquare, will
contain 13,611 trees; at fix, 3,402; at eight, 1,014;
atten, 1,225; at twelve, 850; at fix by five, 4,1513
at ten by nine, 1,713; at twelve by cleven, 932,
and fo on. But as lands are meafured by horizon-
tal furfaces, it 1s obvious that furface is gained, in
proportion to the declivity of the ground; for a dia-=
gonal is longer than the fides of its fquare. Ifitis
remembered that three Englifh acres make a fquaré
and four twenty-fifth parts of a fquare, the calcula-
tion of the trees an acre will receive is eafy.

Next, holes are to be dug, of which every pic= Dl;‘?“ g,
ket muft, as much as poffible, be the centre. Thefe i
muft be nine or twelve inches in diameter, and fif-
teen or eighteen in depth. Perhaps fo much is not
exprefsly neceffary for the fuccefs of the plant, but
it 15 obvious that the tender roots will penetrate
more ealily into a foil well triturated and manured.

The tools ufed in digging are old bills, helved
with a ftick of two or three feet. 1If the ground is
mixed with hard ftones, the ufual inftrument is a
bar of iron, with a point at one end, and a ftrong
blade, fix inches long and two in breadth, at thc
other. (Plate 1. Fig. o. 10.)

The ¢arth from the hole is placed beneath ir, at

I the
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the furface of the ground, and the picket is left in
the empty hole.

A few fettlers plant, in light crumbly grounds,
by means of the picket ; that is, inftead of digging a
hole, they content themfelves with forcing a large
pointed ftick into the ground, move it round, and
then infert the plant into that litcle hole, together
with fome mould well tricurated. Thofe expedi=-
ticus and lazy methods are only mentioned to warn
the reader from adopting them:.

Withregard to Planting, two things come underex- *
amination; namely, the plant icfelf, and the proceffes.

Planting with Seed 1s, ftriétly {peaking, praéti-
cable, with proper precautions. But the method is
always precarious, and the plantation is kept back
at leaft one year. Belides, as it is employed to
avoid the trouble of digging holes, the ftreams of rain
fweep away half the feeds, and drive the other half
out of the rows, fo that nothing can be more irre-
gular and defettive.

Sapplings are exclufively preferable, and the beft
of all are fuch as have been reared in nurieries, one
of which muft be made at the very firft, and indeed
with every fucceeding plantation, as long as another
is intended to be made next year. For want of nur-
feries, fuch plants muft needs be taken as may have
germinated under old trees, from {eeds occafionally
fallen; and, as they hLave grown in the fhade, they -
are moltly rickety or defective, and little capable of
enduring the ftrong heat of the fun. In general,
however, for the firlt plantations, nothing better can
be had, and even thefe muft be begged from a
neighbour, In fuch cafe, the leaft defective muft

* bc




Of ST. DOMING O; 11§
be chofen, and planted in rainy weather, to give the cmar.
chance of {ucteeding better. e g

A level, or at lealt a ground of eafy defcent, ..
where the mould is crumbly; is the moft eligible for . Norferies:
the purpofe of a Nurfery. In the middle rows of the
coffee trees, little furrows being made with the .
fcraper, (Plate I. Fig. 3.) the fineft feeds of ftout
luxuriant trees are put in the furrows, about an inch
from each other, and lightly covered: The feeds
muft be frefh. Some plant the whole cherries; I
prefer to take off the {kin, and to wafh the feparat=
ed feeds; becaufe otherwife one of them fails, and
if both fucceed, they girow fo near that they annoy
each other (2). The nurfery muft be preferved
from the ftreams of rain, by means of two oblique
gutters above it. It muft be kept very clean of
weeds, and no corn nor any thing elfe muft be fown
n it.

Any time of the year is proper for planting, pro- 4. seafon
vided it be rainy; butin winter, the plants, though {;’g‘pl:_}.ut,
they {fucceed well, will not advance much till {pring
comes to their relief.  In the rains of July, Auguft,
and September, they grow fafter, but never fo well
as if planted in the more genial rains of April and
May, when nature feems to open itfelf to all the
powers of vegetation. Great attention is now re-

quired, as the treafures of future harvefls are at
ftake.

(a) As in germination the pedicle, after faftening its radicles into
the ground, raifes its head, lifiing up the fced, itis obyious that, if the
cherry 1s entire, that feed which bas germihated the firt muft lift up the
other, which being thus deprived of the humidi ty of the ground, and in-
«apable of faftening its radicles into it, will perith,

13 Firft,
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Firft, for the Choice and Drefs of the plant: The
beft of all is that which is erowned, viz. that has four
little boughs, which happens commonly at the end
of twelve months. The beft way would certainly
be to take it up, with its clod, 4and to carry the
whole into the holes, and then, the feafon being
rainy, plants much more advanced might be taken
with fuccefs, and the produce would be forward in
proportion.  But that is very difficult, when no
time fhould be loft, for fear of miffing the proper
feafon, and where it is neceflary to plant many
thoufands.

The plants muft not be pulled off by force, in
which cafe they might be peeled or twifted. The
furrow muft be raifed up, and broken deep under
the roots with a flat, fharp, iron fhovel. The
plants are taken hold of, and the clods fhaken off.
All fuch as have their leaves fpotted with yellow
patches, or their roots worm-eaten, muft be thrown
away. But that is feldom the cafe with nurfery
plants. For fuch as are geod, the pivot iscut about
an inch, and the capillary roots are a little {hm‘tcncd
with a tharp knife.

The fooner the fapplings are planted after being
taken up, the better; though they may, in cafe of
abfolute necefiity, be Lepz for four or five days
without injury, laid in 2 fhadowy place, their roots
covered with moift earth, under a bed of plantain
leaves.

Next comes the method of planting, equally de-
{erving proper attention.

‘The earth dug out is not returned again into the
hole; the mould around is only taken, fome of

which
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which is firft thrown in the bottom, about four or
fix inches deep. 'Then the plant is fupported with
the left hand in the middle of the hole, the pivot
touching lightly the new bed ; with the right the
furrounding mould is thrown in, to the height of
fix inches, This is lightly prefled down with both
“hands. Earth 1s thrown again, and again prefled
more ftrongly, but with care that the fappling be
not hurt, crooked or difplaced. Three or four in-
ches of the hole are left open, which the earth above
will fill in procefs of time. The fappling muft be
fet fo deep, that its two inferior branches be rather
under the level of the ground.

. The bufinefs is finithed, by finking the picket at
the upper margin of the hole, where it will ferve
both as a fmall fence to the infant tree, and as a
mark, fhould the plant happen to wither.

Some planters fow three or four feeds round the
hole, but a feparate nurfery is by far better, as the
nourithment of thofe parafites muft be taken from
that of the tree. 4

When the plantation of coffee is completed,
beans, Indian corn, and greens are fowed, (as alfo
plantains and roots in the ravines, fee Chap. I. No.
23. and the following). It is true that thefe may
prove a caufe of the negroes, in their way to purloin
in the night, frequently breaking the fapplings. But
the fame may happen while in queft of wild fpinage
or calaloos. 1 refer alfo the reader to the other accef-
fory plantations, mentioned in Chap. I. Nos. 32, &c.

Befides, except in the early and neceffitous times
of a fectlement, provifions are not permitted to be
fown in the coffee fields after the firlt year.

There is not perhaps any plant which requires

(5 more
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CHAP. 1. more purity of {oil than the coffee tree., Weeds
. keep it back, caufe it to grow yellow, fade, wither,
and even perith, They are alfo the caufe of lefs
abundance both in flower and feed, and of mildewing
or ftunting in growth. It is of courfe neceffary to
weed with great care, and never to fuffer the weeds
to grow into feed. However, where the land is
fteep, and ftill more where it is foft and crumbly,
it muft, by no means, be turned, for the fthowers
will {weep it away. This is againft the common
rules of hufbandry, but it is indifpenfable here,—
The weeds muft be then, as much as poffible, pulled
by the hands, and if thick deep roots compel to dig
with tools, the earth muft be again returned and
preffed down. The negroes muft be diftributed,
for this labour, one in every middle row, and two,
if it is wider than feven feet. The beft way would
certainly be to take the weedings out of the field,
both for greater cleanlinefs, and that they may rot
for manure in a remote place; but if that cannot
be done, there are at leaft fome weeds, of a moift
nature and ftrong powers of vegetation, which it is
abfolutely neceffary to carry away altogether; others
may be fpread out; if the fun is powerful, and they
will thortly wither. Butif the (‘¢) weather is rainy,
‘they muft be laid in little heaps, in the very rows of
the coffee trees; for if the heaps were placed in the
middle rows, they would turn the ftreams of rain
towards the trees, which would- thereby fuffer. If
the weeds are heaped around the trunks of the trees,
a manure is thus undoubtedly made, in procefs of
time, but a bait 1s alfo laid for ants and other offen-

five infects.
(a) This is the worlft time for weeding.

il s g, W e
L] - .

ol i3

i

:

As




OF ST. DOMINGO. 115

As often as a field of coffee is cleaned, the plan- cuar, ns.
tain trees, the ground provifions and grafs in the
neighbourhood ought alfo to be weeded. The
- plantain trees ought likewife to have the fuper-
npumerary fuckers lopped off, only three ftalks of
different  heights being left at each flock; and
Jattly, the roads, where ftones and rubbifh accu-
mulate, muft be cleared away.

Care mult be taken that lands do not remain
wafte near to windward of the plantations, as they
are an everlafting nurfery of feeds, which, carried
by the wind, occafion endlefs weeding.-—Such
troublefome nuifances muft be deftroyed by the hoe
and by fire.

The hoe, by means of which weeding is perform-
ed with expedition, can only be uied in level
grounds. The fcraper, (Plate I. Fig. 3.) 1s the
more general inftrument ufed for this purpofe. It
1s a fmall rod of iron, fixteen inches long, terminat-
ed at one end by a fmall triangular blade about an
inch wide, and at the other with a {mall hoe of
about two inches. Several planters, however, ufe,
with better reafon, fmall crooked pieces of iron cir-
cles, (Fig. 4.) as they occafion ftill lefs walte of
ground,

If the plantations have been made too extenfive
for the hands, or, fhould this not be the cafe, if the
harvelt 1s without intermiffion, it is difficult to keep
the fields {o clean as they ought to be. Ifthe weeds
have unfortunately been fuffered to overrun, and go
into feeds, there will be no end, if the ufual method
of weeding, from one end of the plantations to the
other, is followed; becaufe the firft part cleaned

&) ' will
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cuar. nr. will again be overrun, before ordinary circums

ftances permit to return to it. It will be neceffary,
therefore, in this cafe, to weed one tract firft, then
another, and to return to the firft, as foon as the
weeds pufh out; and in this manner to pafs aver
the whole twice, at a fhort interval, fo that it may
be perfeétly clean, ‘

Several means have been attempted, both to pre-
vent or to leflen the growth of weeds, and to keep
the ground from being wafhed away, as is the cafe
after weeding. Sweet potatoes have been planted:
They enrich the ground, if not dug out, and keep
it together; but they entwine the coffee trees, and
keep away from the foil the genial influence of the
fun. I have heard of others who have covered the
ground with, as it were, a mattrefs, or thick bed of
fugar canes or millet grafs, doubilefs leaving an
empty fpace round every tree ; but I have no expe-

~ rience which can enable me to fpeak of the practice.

29

Accidents:

I candidly confefs 1 fee no other objeétion to it, but
the toil of planting, cutting, carrying, and placing
fuch an immen'e quantity of ftuff. It may be tried ;
but thit, as well as all other trials, Gught to be made
on a fmall fcale at firft.

Two or three times a year, the favannas or paf-
tures fhould be cleared of all the wild weeds, unfit
for the cattle, and which fmother the good grafs.
It is generally known, that a proportion of black
cattle improves the paftures, and that fheep and goats
{poil them.

1°. If, in weeding, the fapplings of coffee trees
are obferved to be withered, others mult be planted
in their ftead, as has been explamtd (Nos. 19. and

a.f)
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06.) The older the plantation 1s, the more care cuar. ur.
is to be taken in digging a wider and deeper hole, —_———y
adding a proportion of manure. Inthis cale, larger
fapplings muft be chofen, and fet in the earth with
their clod, (See Art. §5. No. 1.) {o that they may -
better keep pace with the others.

2°. If any fappling 1s found broken or twifted, it
muft be cut clofe by the ground, 1n a floping direc-
tion refembling the mouth-piece of a flute, the cut
furface facing the north, Suckers will fhoot up from
this, of which the beft only need be preferved. This
will advance fo much the better, as the roots, 1n the
beginning, will acquire great ftrength., Here a pic-
ket is more neceflfary than in other cafes, becaufe

the fucker may want the fupport of a prop.
3°. When, after a light fhower of rain towards 30: And
. : . ; Diltemp-
noon, the fun immediately darts its rays with great es,
force, trees are liable, as well as human creatures,
to firokes of the fun, as they are termed, the effect of
which is to blaft the young plants, or to mildew the
green fruit. I know no remedy againft this evil
but to plant afrefh; but this rarely happens in the
upper mountains, where the climate is generally
cool, and the ground frefh,
4°. Often, and particularly when the trees are
eighteen or twenty months old, you find a tree
whofe leaves become yellow and wither. Such
plant will certainly perifh, if not fpeedily relieved.
The caule may arife from a premature overload of
fruit. Lofe no time then to remove this entirely. If
after a few days it does not begin to recover, it is
probably eaten at the roots, by a large white worm,
much refembling a flug. I cannot be fatisfied of the
' : efficacy
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cuar. m. efficacy of cutting the tree clofe by the ground,
"W=v= which is confidered as a remedy for this difeafe (2), .
becaufe the evil is in the root. I believe the worm
muft be taken out completely ; and, as this can
hardly be done without taking up the tree, I never
failed to do fo, and I even was careful not to plant
again in the fame place, without having made pre-
vioufly a larger hole, and left this hole expofed for
a fortnight to the fun. If in digging thus deeper
you find a vein of clay, rather plant a plantain tree,
for another coffee tree would only be another vi&im.
§*. In hot fituations, plantain trees are inter-
mingled with the coffee trees, for the purpofe of
fhade and coolnefs. Thefe are ufually placed at eve-
ry fourth or fixth row, as the trees are more or lefs
diftant, and the place more or lefs hot. This is ge-
nerally attended with great fuccefs. But the plan- ;
tain trees are fometimes placed in the intervals of
the coffee trees, and, of courfe, too near them, fo |
that they become entangled with their boughs, and
the fall of the clufters of the plantains, and even of
the leaves, may break and hurt them. It is better,
therefore, that a plantain tree be placed inftead of
a coffee tree, and that the rows be alternately plan-
tain and coffee. |
6°. If, on the contrary, from the extreme cool-
nefs of the place, the trees lofe their leaves, and the
ends of their boughs wither, which is the ufual con-
fequence, the fituation muft be examined. If the
evil originates from the attual fituation, there is no
other remedy but pruning freely; but this never hap-

CLIN T G . e
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¢a) In an effay upon this culture, printed in the Jamaica Almanack
of 1789, which (however fhort) is by no means contemptible,

pens
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pens except when trees are fully grown up. Some- cHar. nr
¢imes, however, fuch accident arifes from woodland, %
on neighbouring heights, cafting its fhadow over the
plantarion. In fuch cafe, nothing will do but clear-
ing away the obnoxious wood. I faw an inftance of
thisin a deep valley, where the trees faced the fouth,
and where the remedy had the expelted fuccefs.

7°. Where the climate is exceedingly ccol and
damp, the trees grow well, but do not bear, though
the ground be excellent. This happens chiefly where
the country is covered with wood, and will difappear
 as new fettlements are forned. Thus I have feen
fome eftates, at one time under this predicament,
become very produflive after feven or ten years;
the climate having been entirely changed by open-
ing and cutting down the woods.

8°. Wood rats are fond of the pulp of coffee, and
fometimes commit great havock among the frui,
upon trees near the wood. Snares may be laid for
them, for rat’s poifon would be dangerous, on ac-
count of the negroes and dogs. This damage is,
however, very inconfiderable ; and the beft remedy
is to clear completely the borders of the wood.

g°. Sometimes ants and wood lice get up into the
trees, and do fome little mifchief, Atfhes may be
laid at the foot of the tree, with a view to prevent
their afcent.  'When fthaken down, at the weedings,
they feldom multiply fo as to do harm.

10°. When the feafon has been uncommonly
dry, the cherries are liable to be blafted, either emp-
#7, and, though large and red, to have no feed with-
in, or midewed (black-burnt) before they are ripe.
There is no remedy. But the high mountains are,

in
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in a great meafure, free from this inconvenience,
which is only felt in a great degree in hot fituations.
I know of a crop, in a moft beautiful plantation in

the ifland of Tortuga, where forty-five thoufand out |

of eighty fell thort from this caufe.

11°. The eflay upon the culture of coffee trees;
which I have noticed in a preceding note, fpeaks of
white flies as highly offenfive to the crops in Jamai-
ca; and recommends as a remedy, fo plant pine-ap-
ples betwixt the trees, as thofe infefls prefer the [fweet
acid of this fruit, which either kills them, or prevents
their multiplying. 1 am glad to mention that obfer-
vation; but I have never heard of thofe white flieg
in St. Domingo.

It has been faid above that fharp winds are hurt-
ful to coffee trees. They crifp the leaves, diferder
the boughs, throw down the blofloms before they
knit, difturb the growth of the fruit, and laftly thake
the whole tree, chiefly when young, in fuch a man-
ner that the trunk works a conical hole in the earth,
which proves deadly in ftrong foils, by affording a
receptacle for ftagnant water, which caufes the roots
to rof.

If this has happened, the earth muft be well
broken round, the hole filled up, and the tree either
propped or cut near the ground, as has been faid in
the preceding article, No. 2.

Beflides, feveral precautions are employed againft
the wind, the firft of which has been hinted at in a

* former article, (18. No. 4.); and another will be

mentioned in No. 33 of this chapter. A more im-
ediate remedy is to prop the trees: the picket ufed
in planting may ferve in the beginning, though fup-

port
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port is feldom neceffary before the tree is large cuar. .
enough to give the wind a hold. Befides, when the
plant is very flender it yields to the wind. When
the tree becomes larger, the danger is greater, and
higher props are neceffary. In all cafes, it is tied
to the prop with the dry fkin of a plantain tree, fo
as the trunk may be kept firm, without being {tran-
gled in its growth ; and at every weeding the knot
is a little flackened.

I have feen the young trees fuccefsfully fheltered
by rows of sayaux (See Chap. 1. No. 37.) planted
between every row, or every fecond row. But the
roots muft not be dug out, and the largeft leaves
muft be cut at the weedings. This feems, in appear-
ance, to keep back the trees; but in proportion as
the growth of the top is flower, the trunk and roots
gain force ; and when the tayaug are deftroyed,
(which is done in the end of the fecond year, by
cutting them clofe, and choaking the fprouts by
leaves heaped upon the ftocks) the coffee trees re-
fift the wind, and grow with redoubled vigour.

Thefe precautions are needlefs when the trees
are formed, or fopped as it is termed, (fee the 33d
article) and full grown; but the wind may ftill
prove hurtfnl to the boughs, leaves, bloffoms, and
frui.

Where the lands are almoft level (as the.greateft
part of the ifland of Tortuga) belts of wood may be
lefc between and around the feveral ficlds of coffee
trees : thefe break the wind completely ; and being
perhaps a hundred fect wide or more, may be open-
ed 1nto ftately delightful avenues.  But in fieep

grounds
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euar. ut. orounds and cool climates, this would ferve no purs
pofe, becaufe the trees are placed too high to bene-
fit from the fhelter ; “and, as the daily breeze ufually
comes from the fame quarter with the fun, the fhade
which thefe woods would throw over the trees would
be otherwife injurtous, Every culture and climate,
as every thing in this world, has its inconveniences,
as well as its advantages, and-we muft reft fatisfied
with the mixture.

qz. I come now to the fubject of Pruning, underftood
::;‘;f:f " in fts general fenfe. It is divided into different ope-
rations.

The firft is to flop the tree, a practice generally
obferved in al! the plantations of St. Domingo. But
it is chiefly remarkable, that it is owing, in a very y
great meafure, if not entirely, to this, that full lop- :
ping becomes indifpenable, if {kilful induftry is not =
exerted to avert it. ?

73 Stopping confifts in cutting the top of the tree,
SOPPINg: in a greater or lefler degree. It is practifed for fe- :_:
veral reafons, equally neceffary and obvious. :
1°. By bringing the fruit within reach of the hand,
it prevents the negroes from pulling down and bend-
ing the boughs, in the bufinefs of gathering., This
is the more ufcful,as the boughs, which refift ftrongly
if drawn in their natural dire¢tion, are eafily broken _
off when bent downwards. A primary bough, alfo,
once broken off, never thoots again.

2°. The tree acquires more {ftrength and vigour,
both below and above ground.

3% It affords lefs hold to the winds.

4°. The form of the tree is more beautiful.

L L
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§° It lofes none of its inferior original branches,
which, as nearer the fource of vegetation, are bet-
ter nourithed, and of courfe more productive.

Thefe explanations may appear fuperfluous to
many. They are mentioned for the fake of thofe
to whom it may be neceflary to explain every
~ thing,

It is not proper to give a precife and fixed rule
for ftopping trees, a a certain beight. The facility
of picking is 2 main point. In this view, the trees
fhould never be allowed to exceed five feet. Nexe
the quality of the ground muft be examined. In
the beft, five muft be confidered as the proper
point, from which it may come down to four,
three, and even two feet in the worft. Here I fup-
pofe that the plantation has been well laid out, and
the trees placed at proper diftance.* .

The afpect muft alfo be confidered. If much
expofed to winds, the trees (all other things being
equal) ought to be lower. But it is fuppofed this
has been forefeen when the plantation was laid
out; for if the tree be lower, it will confequently
(with the fame means of growth) fpread wider.
Yet that the boughs of neighbouring trees may
approach one another, is no matter of doubt, but
the matter ought to have been fo judged, that they
do not interfere ; hence it is a rule, that in windy
cxpolitions, as the trees muft not be permitted to
rife fo high as in others, the diftances between them
muft be proportionably greater. (Referred to this
in No. 18, 4.)

Thus, the facility of gathering is the ruling
point. The goodnefs of the foil, the expofition

| of
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eHaP.un of the pround, and the ftrength and diftances of the
trees fhould be next eftimated with each others
Miftakes committed may even, in fome meafure, be
amended; for if the trees have been planted too
near, as is proved by uncommon luxuriancy, it
will be advifeable to permit a higher growth ; if
too wide, it will be proper to ftop lower; never,
however, forgetting the probable dangers from
winds.

Some planters, as a remedy againft winds, ftop
their trees eighteen inches, more or lefs, under the
proper height ; and when, by this means, the tree
has taken firm root, fuffer a luxuriant (gorman-
dizing as it 1s termed) fucker, to fhoot out under
one of the upper boughs, which they again ftop at
a proper point. Thefe fuckers, in general, bear
large leaves and little fruit. Great numbers fail,
and a plantation treated in this manner will be
dwarfilh and unfightly. I by no means recommend
the method; but fhould it be practifed, the bough
from which the fucker fhoots ought to be cut
thort off; becaufe otherwife, it would firangle the
ftem of the top, and annoy its vegetation. I will
ultimately allow, that if the trees have been ftopped
too low, the growth of a fucker may be admitted,
as the only (though inadequate) remedy.

Under the fame afpet, and on ground of the

-fame quality, all the trees ought to be ftopped at
the fame height; becaufe, there being no caufe for =
irregularity, nothing contributes fo much to the. =
beauty of a plantation as uniformity of appearance.

Some planters ftop at ripe wood, others at green
awood ; the former are obliged to fuffer the tree to =

grow
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grow almoft a foot too higlh, The latter cut it as cHaP, ir
foon as it is grown beyond the point. Ialways pre- =
ferred the latter method ; 1ft. Becaufe the top, be-
_ing tender and brittle, yields to the fingers; in the

other, a knife is neceflary, by which the trunk is

always more or lefs thaken. 2dly, Becaufe the tree

is ftopped fooner, and does not remain fo long nor

fo much expofed to the winds. Moreover, it is
effentially neceflary to cut immediately under a knot,

Thus, the little top which is left, keeps the next

boughs together, which otherwife, by their weight,

might caufe the tender trunk to fplit afunder in the

manner of a fork. It alfo ought to be remarked

that, in all probability, the tree, after it is ftopped,

may grow a few inches; but on this point I have

no exact obfervation.

While the negroes are weeding, the drivers ftop
the trees, meafuring the heights by their ftaffs, which
are marked with notches defigned for the grounds
of different afpetts and qualities.

In this bufinefs, you have been obliged to thwart 34.Efeas
nature in her defigns; and, according to my pre- ;gniap-
di¢tion, you may expect to fee her, as it were, of-
fended. '

It appears that, becaule the trees have been
ftopped, and the heights to which the foil and the

. vegetative power feemed defigned to rear them,
has been circumfcribed, an impetuous and over-
flowing fap breaks out from all quarters. If no-
thing is done againft this exuberance of vegetable

- Juice, the trees, in procefs of time, will grow into a

maze of entangled boughs, inacceflible to the ge-
nial warmth of the fun, and deficient in the ordinary
K | powers
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powers of fruftification. Itis the bufinefs -of the
planter to check the excefs of vegetation, and to
affwage, fo to fpeak, the wrath of offended nature,
by a ftri¢t fubferviency to her laws and original in-
tentions.. , |

Remember what they.are (No. 5 to 12.)

Vertical green fuckers, with large leaves, fhoot
from under the primary boughs. Thefe are very
properly termed gormandifing tops : pluck them off
inftantly.

Whereas all branches ought to grow by the fides
of the primary boughs ; branches flender, brownifh,
with large leaves and very diftant knots, fpring up-
wards, and in almoft vertical directions from the
knots, rife through and entangle the good boughs
and branches: pluck thefe alfo in(lantly.,

Whereas every bud within the ftems of the leaves
fhould have but a fingle branch, and every knot
two oppofite ones, two, three, or four are fometimes
obferved to fhoot at a fingle bud, fome of them in
a backward direction. All thefe, thus fuperfluous,
muft be plucked early, and only one left at each fide
of the knot, namely, that which is ftrongeft, and
chiefly has the beft direftion towards the circum-
ference.

I bave faid plucked, becaufe this muft be done
when the fhoots are very tender, and at a time when
they yield eafily. Befides, if a branch is cut, a-
great number of fprouts fucceed; if plucked, no-
thing follows, and the wound is fpeedily cicatrized.
Care muft, however, be taken not to tear the bark
too much. :

Any negroe, however unexperienced and raw, ;

3
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swill be capable of doing this after two leflons, nor cHar.
is the tafk roilfome. It is enough that, at every ~ ~ =
weeding, the trees are fearched. Two negroes

may be appointed for this purpofe through the year,

but negroes, not under the infpection of a driver,

do very little work in general.

If this method is afliduoufly attended to, beyond | 3% -
doubt the trees will bear no other branches but |
fuch a5 they ought to have; hence pruning will
{eldom be materially neceflary. What then will
become of the {uperabundance of vegetation? It
muft, of courfe, be {pent in giving greater vigour
and ftrength to the roots, trunk, and branches, and
in a greater and more perfet fruttification. \

I had carried, in my plantation, this plain natural Bt

idea a ftep farther, in ftrong grounds, and more g:;';f';f;f
particularly in the cool expofitions. I plucked
from the main boughs all the two fecondary
branches, next to the trunk, from above downwards.
Thus I diminifhed the quantity of wood, which, in
the centre, is more exuberant. [ thus formed
round the trunk a large opening, through which air
might circulate, and the fun penetrate even to the
carth. Thus vegetation was cherifhed, and mofs,
which arifes from moifture, and is very hurtful, was
produced in lefs aBundance. Succefs had crowned
my induflry eafy and fimple, when the revolt . . .
God knows what is become of my poor trees, fince
the eye of their friend has been withheld from
watching over them.

This does not entirely exempt the trees from the 3. 5%
faw and thé pruning kuife, chicfly when they grow of Cleacs

old ; but the work will be fhort and eafy, where the 8
K 2 preceding
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1f, inftead of tertiary branches, buds only are found
in C. it is the fame thing. Cut off the branch and
the pofterior bud, and preferve the anterior, which
will give out a branch C. d.

In both cafes, the bud or branch C. d. will ex-
tend, with all the fap which was defigned for the
whole part cut off ; and the bough will again ex-
hibit the figure 4. A.C. D, much like the figure 1.
A.B. D, for it will reach, in its turn, the circum-
ference, loaded with fecondary and tertiary branches;
and the crook C. will always tend to conform itfelf
to the vacancy.

This ingenuous and fimple operation of nature
affifted by art, often occurs in full pruning, as well
as in the prefent.

In both, if long branches interfere with the neigh-.

bouring trees, they muft be fhortened, as much as
1s neceflary. Mofs and other parafitical excref{cences
muft be removed. (See Art. 48.)

Some planters, who have no idea of lopping re-
- gularly, content themfelves, after the crop, to break
the dry branches. But a careful hufbandman will
not imitate them.

After this operation, nipping may be neceffary.
(No. 51.)

When the above plain and eafy pratice has been
neglected, the trees, particularly in ftrong grounds
and cool expofitions, grow into impenetrable
thickets.  Vegetation is entirely attraCted to the
fummit by the air ; there a mafs of fmall branches
makes a deep cover, which fmothers (2) the in-

ferior

(a) The curious and numerous obfervations of naturalifts, whicly
prove that the plants draw more of the nourifhment from moift ajy

K 3 than
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fimple and uniform in the principles of her pro- cHar. 1L
ceedings, is extremely fruitful in fportive dcvia- "
tions, when driven by art out of her own ways,
routine becomes a difficult and tmbarmﬁing line
of conduét. But when once obfervation has difco-
vered the more general and fyftematic proceedings
of nature, it 15 obvious to common fenfe and reafon,
that the beft means to redrefs her fportive wan-
derings and deviations, i1s by conducting her gently
to her more ufual paths and her original forms.
The means of {ucceeding are eafily deduced from
the fame obfervation. It is for this reafon I have
infifted at large (in Nos. g, 6, 7, 8, 9.) upon a na-
tural fymmetry of ramification, and (in Nos. 33, 34.)
upon the caufes of deviation from it. In the ap-
plication therefore of this principle, as may be
collected from what has been faid in No. 33, it is
obvious to common obfervation, that pruning con-
fifts (and can indeed be allowed only to confift) in
cutting off what deviates from natural fymmetry,
preferving what correfponds with it, and direéting
the vegetative principle to purpofes of order, ufe,
and regeneration.
I will not deny, that this demands attention, but
it is fo far from being extremely difficult, that I
had myfelf above thirty negroes capable of pruning
trees, which they had learned by rourine, as know-
ledge of a higher fource cannot be expected from
peoplc of this defcription. In the beginning, I fent
five of them to work, for a week, at a neighbouring
plantition; thefc fucceeded pretty well, and taught
to others thofe rude leflons which they had them-
fclves learnt.  Nothing was left to me but to direct
K 4 their

-
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off, always attending to the method of regeneration,
explained in No. 39. Next the gormandizing, ver-
tical and crofs branches, as well as the fupernu-
merary and thofe which diverge from natural di-
rections, muft be plucked off; or cut, if too firong,
The fpoiled heads muft be fawed, but with great
ceconomy. The fummit and che centre muft be
particularly laid open, to admit the fun and air.

Laftly, if the tree is ftill too thick, fome fecondary’

branches, thofec which diverge moft from natural
direction, muft be taken out, for the primary boughs
ought never to be tcuched; in this, as well as in
the preceding operations, fome mechanical rules
muft be attended to, which will be found in No. 47.

1 come to the third and laft degree of .pruning,
which muft never be employed but in trees which
are in cool afpelts, and in the fituation defcribed
in No. 40.

Trees which require this procefs are, in general,
fo very thick and intricate, chiefly at the top, that
the pruner is at a lofs where and how to begin.
The crown or top muft be firft cleared, bv pluck-
ing all the fmall branches that abound in every
direction. Mext, crooked large branches, as they
are met with, muft be cut. Laftly, if the head is
rotten, it muft be fawed, without facrificing a line
of what is found. This ceconomy can never be
too ftrictly attended to. |

The whole tree is then eafily feen, and what is
to be preferved or cut will not efcape the pruner’s
obfervation.

All the primary boughs which have kept their
patural direction muft be preferved, for this reafon,

that
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that once cut off, they never grow again. How-
ever, if they are entirely broken or fpoiled at their
rifc, they muft be lopped off notwithftanding.
It is the fame, if they have taken a wrong or crofs
direftion at their origin; but here, referve and
ceconomy are neceflary. If there is a fingle knot
found and well direéted, and ftill more if there are
two or four, thefe mult be cautioufly preferved.
iIf the fartheft knot has a good fecondary branch,
it muft be treated as is explained in No. 39, Ifit
has not, it muft be {till left, for it will bear feveral
twigs, the beft of which may be chofen, in the next
operation, to make up the main bough. Thus all
the boughs muft be examined, from above down-
wards, and treated as required,

Laftly, where the fituation is exceedingly cool,
and the trees are decayed into barrennefs, from the
great overload of wood, all the boughs muft be
ftripped of their fecondary branches, both with a
view to renew the fruit-bearing ones, and to give
a ftronger direftion to the fap; as alfo, if the
extremities of the boughs are withered, as happens
in the trees {tripped of their leaves, from feverity
of cold, or if they interfere with the neighbouring
trees, they muft be pruned and fhortened.

If the operation of pruning ought, in all cafes,
to be made with ceconomy, it is obvious that
flill more ceconomy is neceflary in rectifying the'
diforders of thofe trees which have loft their in-
ferior branches, and are diftingnithed by the cor-
rect appellation of umébrellas ; fuch are actually very
deficient in wood, and pruning will diminith i¢ {till
more,

I tried
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I tried to réplace thofe inferior boughs, by fuf-
fering a gormandizing fucker or two to {hoot up,
as néar the ground as poflible, which I ftopped
under the umbrelia. 1 hoped that thefe might
have produced fine boughs. But whether it was
that the mother trunk engrofled all the fubftance,
or that the umbrella, growing thick, fmothered the
fuckers, thefe never anfwered my expectation. In
cales where the tree was low, I have {uffered one
to fhoot up, which I ftopped when it had four or
fix boughs. This fucceeded only a little better;
and thofe trials have fatisfied me that the beft me-
thod (particularly where the umbrella is fmall} is to
cut the tree clofe by the ground, and to treat it as
will be explained in Number 53, 2

I come now to the Manual Dexterity of pruning,
in general.

1°. In order to faw the trunk at any part, the
faw muft be managed with one hand, and the
trunk held faft with the other, both for the pur-
pofe of preventing the tree from being fhaken
too much, and to facilitate the working of the faw.
The trunk muft be cut floping, from 2bove down-
wards, the oval furface of the cut facing towards
the north, and very much inclined; in which cafe,
the fun will firike lefs forcibly upon it, and rain
will more readily pafs over; for if it enters into
large cracks or fiffures, it will hurt the tree ex-
tremely. ;

2°. The large boughs, which cannot be conve-
niently cut with the knife, muft be fawed, and held
faft in the manner above defcribed. But in thefe cafes,

the faw fhould never be ufed where the knife can be

ernployed.

139

CHATP. ITI.
ﬁ..--v--J

47-
Manual

Dexterity.






OF ST. DOMING O. 141

snore than thirty of thofe thick and overgrown cmae. us
trees, from which the tedioufnefs of lopping, where
feveral thoufands require this operation, may be
conceived. As the prunings are made, the boughs

‘muft be cut in pieces and {pread upon the ground,

fo as to occafion little incumbrance.

For the better performance of the work, care
muft be taken that the knives and faws be fharp,
which muft be effetted by means of the grinding
ftone and triangular file. After the bufinefs of
pruning is over, the inftruments muft be collected
together, rubbed with tallow, and kept for the ufe
of another year, | _

Where the choice is left, March, April, and 4.

May are the beft feafons for pruning, the trees re- =™
quiring a relief after the crop, which they find
fully from the vegetation of the fummer. It may
however be performed in any feafon of the year,
fo that fome planters appoint, for this purpofe alone,
a certain proportion of negroes, who coentinue the
employment the year round, unlefs in the fhort
tumes of full bloffom. In general, however, the
rapidity of crop admits of no other work being
done at that time, the intervals being fometimes
even too fhort to allow of weeding.

Upon the whole, when any branch requires to be
cut, neither bloflem nor fruit is of confideration,
howelver unpleafant the havock maybe. Befides, the
trees 1n general would be exhaufted, or fink under
the loads of fruit, if all their flowers came forward,

If the fruit is ripe, the pruners begin to work two
-or three days before the reapers, who pick the

cherries
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p]gyed. Senfible of the goad done, fhe collelts all cuae. 1
her forces to refund her ftores wich the ufury of — ¥
gratitude.  Vifit the difmal fcene after a few days.
All is changed ; delightful fenfation! Sap appears
every where. Millions of twigs have fpread over
the wounded furfaces; and the eye again rejoices
in the wverdant luxuriance, as the mind is elated
with the pride of fuccefs.

Under this extraordinary operation, nature mufkt
be affifted by all the powers of art. Furft, it is
effential to keep the ground perfeétly clean and
free from weeds.

Next, all wanderings muft be brought into order,
and the excefs of a vegetation too luxuriant muft
be cut off. This is called wipping.

From every cut furface many finall twigs are {ent
forth, the fupport of which will exhauit the tree, and
produce a greater thicknef$ and intricacy of bufh
than there was before the operation. All this fu-
perabundance muft be taken off, but the order and
fymmetry of nature preferved; the retrenchment
muft be direCted by an adherence ‘to its original
forms. Thus a fingle branch at each bud, and two
axillary at each knot may be left; in all cafes tak-
ing care to prefer fuch as have the moft natural and
horizontal dire¢tion, This, in reality, is no more
than doing at one time what I dire¢ted to be done
- 1n fucceffion, in the Art. 35. In the prefent fitua-
tion alfo, every thing muft be pulled, nothing ought
to be cut with the knife, except what may have
efcaped the firlt gperation. As to this, it muft be
poftponed, till the twigs are five or fix inches in
length, which happens ufually in the third month,

: but
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and chiefly, the red fkins of coffee, (@) may be
gathered into receptacles without the reach of cur-
rents of water, either in the fields or near the grater-
mill houfe. Thefe, in procels of time, are im-
proved into a black mould, which then makes a
moft excellent manure. I faw once a ftriking ex-
ample of the valuable qualities of the manure from
coffee fkins. An induftrious overfeer dug a few
pits; behind his houfe, upon a clay perfectly dead,
and formed proper outlets for water. He 'filled
thofe pits with,the mould from that manure alone;
to the height of eighteen inches. Cabbages, tur~
nips, carrots, redbeets, and {mall greens of different
kinds, the largeft and beft I ever tafted in my
life, were produced.

The decay of coffce trees may be diftinguithed
into partial decays from temperament, accident, of
-diftemper, and into general decays from impo-
-verithed ground, or from the age of the trees.
This period is more or lefs late, according to the
quality of the foil. The manner of treating the
diftempers of individuals, or the decay of a plan~
tation is much the fame. The only difference lies
in applying the remedies to the plantation in ge-
neral, or to the feveral parts of it.

I have already mentioned the accidents to which
young trees are liable. I confine myfelf here to
thofe of trees of fuller growth. When in grounds
not yet exhaulted, one or more trees give {igns of
decay, the treatment may require to be managed
according to different plans.

(2] I have already excluded the chaf and parchiment of coffee.

ift., The
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deed, the precautions of digging, manuring, and cuar. ni.
lopping the roots, feem not to have fallen under = ¥
the oblervation of this author, though very con-

ducive to fuccef,

3dly. Every thing in nature has a period fixed
to its exiftence. If a tree is altually dead; nay,
even if it has once undergone the former opera-
tion of regeneration, another tree muft be planted
in its ftead, fuppofing the ground to be ftill good.
The largeft and healthieft plant muflt be taken
from the ‘nurfery with its clod, A hole mult be
dug, at leaft as large as a barrel of flour, and
the plant carefully placed, with all the precautions
of manuring, breaking the earth, and fecuring its
fafety, by means of trunks of plantains. ,

The manure, previoufly to thefe operations, oughe
to be carried 1nto the field by the negroes, as they
go to their daily work, and laid in different heaps.
This fpares time and trouble.

" 4thly. When the ground of a plantation is ex-
ceedingly fteep, exhaufted or wathed away, it is
perhaps the beft method to form a new one;
though, indeed, it may be obferved that there is no
fpot (except perhaps mere clay) which may not
be improved by dint of lzbour and manure, into
a receptacle fufficiently proper for the artificial
mould neceflary in the vegetation of fine trees.
But fuch is a worlt of immenfe labour, and ought
only to be attempted, where there is no refource
in wood land, and where the fettlements are of
oreat value.

6

It is, however, true, that too many planters wan-'__ s6.
Negleéted,

tonly abule this refource ; and, inftead of cherithing
: L2 their
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cuar. ut. their old trees, indulge themfelves in forming ne®
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plantations. But it is to be obferved, that thefe are
attended with as hard labour as the remedies no-
ticed above for old plantations; that they muft
become neceffarily more and more diftant from
the fettlements, which occafions, daily, a great lofs
of time. Befides, nothing is fo unfatisfaltory as to
be furrounded with waftes. A father of a family
ought to preferve virgin grounds for his children
and f{ucceflors. Laftly, why fhould thofe fervants
be abandoned, who require only care and attention
to preferve themfielves in a condition to feed you
in their old age.

I ought to have obferved before, that the huf-
bandman, either by the mode of arranging his
plantations, or by the feafonable employment of
full loppings, fhould be careful to keep the crops
of every year as nearly equal as poffible ; for it muft
be obferved, that coffee trees, like other fruit trees,
produce alternately a full and a fhort crop. The
operations muft, therefore, be fo managed, that the
crops of each fucceeding year be brought to a level
with that of the former. For want of this calcu-
laticn, fome planters make a hundred thoufands of
coffee one year, and only fifty the next. Hence,
in the firflt year, every nerve muft be overftrained
to mect the labour; and many things neceflary to
uniform fuccefs will be of courfe neglected.

Harveft and vintage are, 1n Kurope, the moft
chearful {eafon of the year; but, here, the planter’s
feclings are perpetually on the rack. Crop-time is
generally the period of continued rain; the coffee
{uffers and is often loft, falling from the trees and

y rottng,
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rotting, unlefs the negroes are fulfered to work at
the rifk of getting wet, which ought always to be
~ avoided where poffible. If, however, indifpenfible,
it is the bufinefs of the planter to thow example by
tharing occafionally of the hardfhip; and, to encou-
rage the negroes, by adding in compenfation fome
{fmall douceur in the evening. It were better, while
they remain in the field under rain, that they be near-
ly naked. 'When they come home, a glafs of rum,
a good fire, and dry cloaths, will be neceffary and
comfortable. But fuch is the difpofition of people
of this defcription, that, after all thefe precautions
have been taken for their prefervation, they frequent-
ly drefs themfelves, go wantonly out into the rain,
and fleep all night in their wet clothes.

The crop begins fooner or later, and lafts in pro-
portion to the temperature of the climate. In the
warmeft fituations, it begins in Auguft, and is over
before or by the end of O&ober. It has, in fuch
cafe, but very few and fhort intermiffions. In cooler
countries, 1t begins often fo late as the beginning
of O¢tober, and continues fometimes to the month
of May. Full crop is then in December and Janu-
ary, unlefs in thofe months there are intervals {uffi-
- cient for weeding. The blofloms follow the fame
courfe.

As crop-time approaches, care muft be taken that
all the negroe grounds be well weeded and well
ftocked with provifions.

Each negroe ought to have a Bafket with a han-
dle, as alfo a large hamper fufficient for a burthen.
Thele are made with bamboo, or with fome of the

L 3 creep-
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it tears the bark and ftrips off the leaves. 'The
cherries ought to be picked feparately by clufters.
The ftems are generally left; bucl have obferved
that, when raken out without injury to the bark, the
branches puth forth fooner. This, however, 1s a nice
work, when time cannot admit of it.

When the bag or hand-bafket is full, it muit be
emptied in the hamper ; and this, when full, carried
to the mill, from which the negroes retuin to the
work, (though fome planters caufe the coffee to be
carried to the mill by mules, a very good prattice
where the field is at a great diftance) ¢ this happens
only once in the morning. Two hampers make a
barrel, and the barrel is commonly the tafk required
of each negroe, when there is plenty of ripe fruit,
Some negroes, and particularly the women, who are
more handy at delicate work than men, pick confi-
derably more. A neighbour of mine, being (hort of
negroes, offered a graf:uity for each fecond barrel -
two negroes generally completed it, and (hared the

gratuity. However, more than a barrel is never.

exalted; and even, if the diftance is great, ripe
fruic {carce, or the weather bad, much muft be
abated of this quantity.

Such cherries only as are ripe are picked, the
others being left to ancther time. However, when
the crop is urgent, the cherries may be gatiiered as
foon as the yeliow colour begins to turn red,  Such
coffee may perhaps be lefs perfe@ in tafic, but it
does well at the mill; and I never perceived it to
be different in the quality required at the market.
Some green coffce may remain at the laft picking,

L 4 for
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for which it is not worth while to come again ; this
may be picked apart and mingled with the feums: it
would not pafs the mill. As to thedry ripe, the cafe
is the fame, But, though preferable in tafte, coffee
fhould never be fuffered to dry upon the trees, for
it will do them injury.

Where the crop-time continues long, a negroe
may gather two thoufand weight, if the plantations
are not diftant ; where fhort, not more than twelve
hundred weight. In the beft grounds, the trees may
yield as far as four pounds of fixteen ounces; though,
every where, there are fome particular ones which
may exceed \that quantity by four times. In the
worft, a tree rmay perhaps yield no more than three
or four ounces. But whatever plantation yields, in
general, a pound per tree, is deemed a very good
and profitable one. i
 Coffee is meafured in Barrels, as it comes to the
mill. When the cherries are in good plight, it is
fuppofed that thirty-three barrels will afford a thou-
fand weight ready for market. I have always found
a benefit of five or fix per cent. above this calcula- °
tion. The beauty and largenefs of the feed, depend
upon the ftrength of the ground and of the tree. Old
trees bear betrer, though perhaps fmaller fruit.

The number of the barrels are every night noted
in the journal.

I muft repeat it again in this place, that, in grater-
mills, efpecially cattle or water mills, which are
ftopped with more difficulty, it is highly neceffary
to watch that the negroes do not leave ftones, or

other hard bodies amongft the cherries. Ihave leen
| “ inftances
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iaftances where flints, fteels, keys, and knives, char. ur
have been left, by which the grater was entirely = "

{poiled.

I have fully explained the preparation of the cof- e
fee, in the fecond chapter. It now remains to take and Sale.
notice of the Carriage, Delivery, and Sale of
that commodiry, in managing which the planter
has happily no occafion to forego his ufual occupa-
tion.

As foon as coffee is cleaned, it is put into the
bags in which it is intended to be carried to the
market (fome old- ones are referved for the ufe of
the manufacture). They are ftamped with the maf®
ter’s name or cypher. They contain commonly a
hundred pounds weight, and every mule carries
two; but, if the diftance is {mall and the road
eafy, the bags may be heavier by fix or ten
pounds. _ h

The evening preceding the departure for market,
the carriage negroes, with the coffee-man, prefent
themfelves to weigh and tie the bags. The mafter
{eals or leads them, makes a note of what he fends,
and infcribes it in the journal. Next morning, if
the weather is favourable, the carriage men take the
harnefles from the fadler’s hands, accoutre and load
the mules; the carriage driver receives the pafiports
and the Jetters, and they fet out. It is eflential to
watch the arranging of the barnefles, fo that the
loads be not difordered, and the mules wounded.
The convoys muft fet out early, efpecially where
the diftance is great. It is alfo highly material,
chiefly where the roads are fteep and the diftance

gr.at,
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cuar. i, great, to beftow great attention on the fitnefs of the
¥ harneffes themfelves. Laftly, a fmall tarpawling,
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fix feet {quare, for the purpofe of covering the bags
in cafe of rain, would be ufeful,

It is often impofiible to go to- market and return
the fame day. The mules and negroces, in this cafe,
lodge at fome plantation belonging to an acquaint-
ance of the mafter, But there are fome planters
who have a {mall pen on the road, with a houfe,

-the keeper of which plants grafs and takes care of
the inclofures: the convey refts there all night,
and next morning proceeds up to the eftate,

If the coffee is.not carried to the, town by the
planter, as is moftly the cafe, it is remitted to pub-
lic Carriers or Coaflers, who convey it thither by
land or by fea at a fixed price, and bring back the
provifions of all kinds, which are conveyed on the
unloaded mules to the plantation. The bags, in
fuch cafes, muft be more fecurely tied and fealed ;
and (I am forry to fay) this even does not always
prevent the frauds of thofe employed in the fubaltern

“bufinefs of carrying. For this reafon, leads have
been contrived, bearing the cypher of the planters.
For my own part, I made ufe of fealing-wax of a
particular colour.

An honeft Fa&or in town receives and fells the
coffee, furnifhes and expedites all kinds of provi-
fions, renders in his account once a year, and often
makes advances to the planter, the whole at ftated
commiffions or interefts. Some of them are ex-
tremely valuable and attentive in their correfpond-
ence.

The
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The marketprice of coffee has been variable, from cuar. ur.

the mott early period to the prefent day. Ithas been —.
{Bhigh as thirty Sols, and, in time of war, 1t has been
known to fall fo low as five. It then behoves the
planter, as far as it can be done, to keep it fur bet-
tar times. Thefe Jaft twenty-five years it has feldom
fallen below twenty Sols ; and, at fifteen, the planter
finds a proper intereft and recompence for his ad-
vances and labour. In general, this culture is ef-
teemud’the moft profitable in St. Domingo, though
that of {ugar, particularly clayed fugar, 1s highly fo.
The charges of fugar eftates are much greater, and
.the net proceeds fimaller in proportion. However,
as they have the valuable advantage of being much
more’ durable than coffee eftates, they deferve un-
doubtedly a preference.

I muft now fay a few words of the Journal- _ 67-
bail Journal,

Every honeft adminiftrator ought to be ready to
lay his adminiftration open; and every owneris glad
to balance accounts with himfelf, and to be able to
refer to notes upon occafion.  Such is the obje&t of ¢
the journal.

The journal muft contain a ftate of the negroes
and cattle, a ftate of the births and deaths, the num-
ber, dates, and various kinds of plantations, the
daily works and employment of the negroes, ordinary
as well as extraordinary ; the ftate of the crops day
by day ; the deliveries of coffee, as well as the price
of fale and amount, as ftated in the faétor’s letters;
laftly, the ftate of provifions received, and of the
tools, utenfils, and cloaths delivered to the ne-

grﬂﬂ's-
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el AP T E R IV,

OF THE GCOVERNMENT AND CARE OF THE NE-
GROES AND CATTLE.

IH the beginning of this work, 1 intimated that

my views were calculated for, or drawn from
the times prior to 1789, I fhall, therefore, en-
deavour to treat this interefting {ubject, as I would
have done in 1788, Happy period, of which
nothing is left but the dear forrowful remembrance,
though fome faint remote hopes remain of its
returning, under that protection which, in the fe-
vere vifitations of God, has not been denied to
our miferies.

When one fpeaks of any clafs or defcription
whatfoever of the human race, it muft be under-
ftood that he fpeaks in general terms, which admit
of various and numerous exceptions. It is in thofe
exceptions, that great accomplithments and great
defects, that great virtues and great vices, are only
found. - .

Thus, generally fpeaking, the negroe is not per-
haps the worft {pecies of the human race. He isan
animal rational in a middle degree; tolerably good,
becaufe he is docile and timid, and becaufe he
never thinks of a better condition than what he
atually enjoys, unlefs the thought, as well as the
means of attaining, is forced upon his obfervation.
He 1s little capable of attual gratitude and folid
attachment; but he is endowed with a gencral

vague

157

CHAP. IV,

Lo

1. The Nes

groe in ge-
neral,



158 THE COFFEE PLANTER

cuar.1v. vague notion of right and wrong; and, as heis

“=v= exceedingly jealous of what hd fuppofes to be his
due, chiefly of what has been promifed to him, he
is pretty well inclined to do what he knows to be
his duty. Befides, he has all the defeéts of people
of the loweft clafs; he perverts every thing to
gratity his (loth, luft and gluttony, and, under thefe
predicaments, he will be found an impudent har.
He is exccedingly attentive, and ha. {ufficient {kill
to lay hold of every remiffion of difcipline, to turn
to his own advantage the weaknefles and examples
of his mafter. He is imitative and apifh, as the
reft of the human race; and, as fuch, rather exerts
himfelf to attain the evil, which prefents more
prefent and palpable enjoyments, than the good,
the bencfits of which are, unfortunately, almoft
always more abltrufe and remote.

In a phyfical view, he is ftrong and robuft, bears
fatigue with hardinefs, is little liable to diftempers,
as he 1s calculated by nature, and improved by habit,

. to be the inhabitant of a warm climate.

b Such, nearly and in a general view, is that creas
ture whom we are forced to keep in his natural
ftate of thraldom, inorder to obtain from him the
requifite fervices; becaufe it is now proved by
experience, more decifively than by fpeculative
reafonings, that, under a different condition, he
would not labour, unlefs to remove aftual wants,
which are few and fmall in the Weft Indies. Here
let the philanthropic imprudent {peculator, view
the prefent fituation of things, correct his fyftem,

and pro‘efs contrition for the incalculable mif-
- - chief
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OF ST. DOMINGO..

chief he has dorfe, in the republican parts of St. crar.1v.

‘Domingo. But no more of this fubject.

e —d

It is neceflary, then, to turn this our property z. Princis
ple of Go-

‘to the beft account. We muft exat from the b nrhent.

negroe all the work he can reafonably perform, ,
and ufe every means to prolong his life. If intereft
dire¢ts the firlt, humanity enjoins the fecond, and
here they both go hand in hand. Happy accord!
the confcioufnefs of which forms the whole philo-
fophical and political fyftem of the planter ; all the
magic of the fupreme power of one chief, and of
that entire fubmiffien of the many, which would {till
have fubfited unimpaired in - this ifland, had
not the fatal French revolution introduced prin-
ciples, incompatible with the condition of the coun-
try (a).

In order to make the beft of the powers of the
negroe, and to keep him in fubjettion, chaftifement
is unfortunately fometimes neceffary, Such alfo is
the cafe with f{foldiers, with {failors, and with all
fervile claffes of men. But, that his life may be
prolonged as long as pofiible, the planter muft not -
forget that chaftifement ought to be neither too
fevere at a time, nor too often repeated; that the
negroe flands in need of quiet, of relaxation, of
comforts during health; and of tender and attentive

= Ll

(a) It is particularly remaikable, that while almolt all the Dutch
and Eritifh colonies have fuffered, one time or other, the fhock of local
infurreftions of negroes, the French colonies have never felt any thing
of that kind. I can fee no better reafon for this, but the difference of
theif_ refpeftive conftitutions.  Ours left the fhrength and power of the
multitude a hidden myftery. The whole fway was, wifibly at leoft, in
the hands of a fingle man, both here and in the mother-country; and
this is the exaét pattern and example of the power of the mafter on hig
own eftate.  Thisis only ahint of a very extenfive idea, which, it fur-

ther explained, would be found to be beyond contradiftion,
afliltance
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cusr.1v. affiftance in times of ficknefs; that he muft havé
always homely, but wholefome and abundant fare,
and cloaths and lodgings fuiting to the climate.
The pianter bas been fenfible that humanity, as well
as interelt, calculated on the fureft grounds, dire&
all thofe things; he has not been deaf to thefe
fuggeftions. Nay, who knows but gratitude may
be occafionally felt.  Upon recolletion, the negroe
will be found to do for the planter more than the
planter does, and 1s bound to do for him. The
infant and old man do not perform labour, but
the one will, the other has. Care has been be-
flowed upon them, on account of their inabilities,
The firft reward appears in the zeal of their fa-
miltes. Honeft planter, often you have feen grate-
ful and tender feelings glow on the face of the fond
mother, while you noticed and careffed the child in
her arms; or in the eye of the dutiful fon, who
fupports the decrepit old man, tottering along and
groping his way to receive a daily ration from your
own table. Lo! a tear trickles from thine eye.
Oh, friend, thou art the happieft man in the world !
It is to you honeft planters of St. Domingo, that
I addrefs this apoftrophe, without flattery and
without remorfe. I cannot fpeak of the treatment
of pegroes in other more happy colonies; but it is
juﬂi'-::e: to fay, that {fave ina few odious exceptions
generally detefted) your negroes were ruled with
as much juftice and humanity as with firmnefs.
Thus, in what follows, I fhall rather defcribe what
actually was done, on the moft of your eftates, than

what ought to have been done.
Several
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Several planters are defirous of working their
eftates with Negroes accuftomed to the country,
and, to accomplith this, they pick them up fingly
as they find them, and more frequently in towns,
or they purchafe entire fmall gangs. Where there
is a proper choice, I have no objection to this;
but it is not an eafy matter to effcct in general.
In the fecond inftance, there is a paultry mixture
of children or of decrepit invalids; in both cales,
there muft be a motley compound of oppofite habits
and difpofitions, where vices will meet and ferment
together.

I have advifed to begin with negroes ready made,
becaufe, «in the hardfhips of a firft {ettlement, they
are better able to fhift for themfelves. It was
partly for that reafon that I recommended beginning
with a fmall number. 1 alfo advife that a mafon,
a carpenter, a fhingle planer, and a faddler be pro-
cured, if any of good charater can be found; for
want of thefe, young negroes are placed as appren-
tices with artificers. But thefe will not be ready
in lefs than three years; and then they fometimes

161
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accuftomed
to the
Countrys.

will be found to have acquired bad habits, and not

even to have learned their trade.

I thould prefer, in many refpeéts, to form a gang 4
of young Guinea Negroes of the beft choice;; 20
even when there is a {ufficient number of men full
grown for the labour, I would advife to purchafe
only boys and girls of fourteen and fifteen. Guinea
negroes require, in the beginning, to be genty
'wurkf:d and well attended. Some may be loft in

4. Guinea
Negmts.

the {cafoning to climate; but to counterbalance

this, they are formed and difciplined accordin to
M the
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suar. 1v. the mafter’s own ideas, and it is the fureft means to

|

5.
Choice.

Caies.

make a good and beautiful gang,

In the Choice of Guinea negroes, the planter ought
to attend to the following circumftances : Youth,
an open cheerful countenance, a clean and lively eye,
frefh - lips, found teeth, a firong neck, 2 broad and
open cheft, finewy arms, dry and large hands, a flat
belly, ftrong loins and haunches; round thighs, dry
knees, mufcular calves, lean ancles, high feet and
lean; an_eafy and free movement of the limbs; and
a middling ftature, or rather fmall.

The Congo, Arada, and Thiamba, are the beft
nations. Women, in general, do not admit of fo
much nicety of choice in this refpeét, becaufe, all
over the coaft of Guinea, women are accuftomed
to work for the men. A gang ought to be, as
much as poflible, compofed of the fame nation. 1
preferred the Congos. They are docile, and work

- pretty well, provided they are well fed.

As foon as Guinea negroes are purchafed, the
firt Care is to have them well bathed with warm
water, in order to take off the palm oil, with
which they are rubbed on fhip-board. This is
neceflary, as it intercepts perfpiration. They mufk
next be clothed as the climate requires (a¢). Itis
likewife extremely neceffary to caufe them to drink,

for the fpace of a fortnight, a fudorifick potion, (as

the dock water) to forward the eruption of cuta-
neous diftempers, which the fhip furgeons have
oftien  barbarcufly reprefled, and which - preduce

fatal confequences. If direct fulpicion of this is

(a) T cannot omit the unplealing but neceflury practice of ftamping
them, Bor
entertained,

A
o
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entertained, it is better to reproduce the itch, and crarv.
then to cure it methodically. They ought to be R
chriftened alfo as foon aspofiible. Some planters

ftand godfathers for all their negroes, to keep

them free from the fuperftitious and abufive power

of godfathers and mothers of their own colour.

I prefer fetting negroes to work as {oon as they
arrive, but this mult be done by degrees; avoiding
expofure at firft to cold rains and dews, becaufe the
climate to which they have been accuftomed, is
different from that of the mountains of St. Do-
mingo; for the fame reafon; I fhould advife to
purchafe Guinea negroes only in the fpring. They
require alfo to be partcularly watched by the
drivers, on account of their diftempers.

There are a few planters who judge it proper
to commit new negroes in trult to the care of their
other negroes: =~ Thefe make fervants of them,
and in getieral ufe them with very little regard, if
not with feverity. On the contrary, let the planter
take the charge upon himfelf; let him lodge them
under his eye, watch over their perfonal concerns
in all refpeéis, afeertain that their food is prepared
and diftributed regularly twice a day; until they
are in a condition to be left to themfelves. It is
then the time to give them a ground well fectled
and pldnted, a houfe and bed, a kertle, a porringer;
a veflel for water, a knife, two fuits of cloaths;
two hens and a mate, if wanted or withed for. When
they are thus fetded, it is fhill neceffary to watch
them for a time, more carefully than over the
others,

The planter who withes to work at eafe; to

M 2 execuie
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execute all his works properly, and to fpare
his negroes, ought to have a fifteenth part more
than is abfolutely neceflary for the labour of
the eftate. But I own this happens feldom ; am-
bition; and the facility of extending the plantations,
being great temptations to caufe deviations from
this rule.

I fhall now fpeak of the different employments
of negroes.

It is the cuftom that the Artificers go into the
fields, when not employed at their own trade.
The carpenters and tilers muft vifit, every now and
then, the houles and roofs, to keep them in repair.
The mafon, before the crops, muft fee that the
bafons and platforms are in good order. Hemuft
alfo refic all the other works in his province, with-
out waiting till the decays are confiderable. On
the day of every journey, the faddler muft give out,
and, at the réturn, take back the faddles, pannels
and harnefles, refit them immediately, dry them,
and greafe them with fith oil. It is fufficient ex-
:-per[ne{'s for a faddler to be able to make cruppers,
breaft leathers, girths; and the like, and to refit a
faddle neatly. - One man may have the knowledge
of, and aflually pradife two trades. The malon
may alfo be a faddler. It 1s evident, that the
watching over all thofe concerns requires the eye of
the mafter. : '

It is commonly and juftly faid, that Drivers or

Commanders are the foul of a plantation. Before
they are appointed to this {ituation, their character
ought to be well known; it is the bufinefs of the
mafter to form them. They ought to pofiefs

fidelity,

s
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fidelity, affetion, intelligence, fobriety, dilcretion,
juftice, and feverity. They thould know to pre-
ferve diftance and authority, make themfelves dc-
quainted with all that the negroes do or intend to do,
chiefly during night, keep an eye upon the noc-
turnal vifits and excurfions ; obferve, while at work,
if any are indifpofed, give attention to every thing,
and render account of every thing to the mafter.
Laftly, to be perfectly fkilled in work of every
kind.

The drivers are allowed to punifh the negroes,
but not to a greater extent than five lathes, Such
faults as require more fevere correftion are re-
ported to the mafter, to be chaftifed according to
_ his dire&ions. In all cafes, where more than four
negroes work together, a driver is neceflary; and,
where the land is fteep and interfected with ravines, a
driver can hardly. watch, in a proper 11:15.nner,_ over
the work of more than thirty.

The place of the driver is behind the gang.
He walks through all the rows, obferves if any
thing 1s wrong, calls the negroe back that he may
retify his faults, teaches him where he is ignorant,
punifhes him if he commits errors repeatedly through
neglect or through obftinacy. The driver muft only
teach, and never do the work of a common negroe.
He mult be refpected, and when chaftifed muft be
chaftifed in private, unlefs for faults which reqmr-.:
that he be degraded to the ranks.

In the diftributions of cloth, a double fhare
is given to the drivers, if they have behaved pro-

pcrly
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. 'The drivers wear-a ftaff and a whip, as enfigns

1 - -
of their authority.

The Driver, or Chief of the Negroes and Mules,
employed in carriage, thould be faithful, fober, and
attentive to the care and good plight of his bealts.
He ought to know to cure their wounds and ordi-
nary diftempers. In journies he muft have, over
the negroes under him, the fame authority as the
drivers in the field. To condu& twelve mules,
{ix negroes are neceflary, of whom three fhould
be fufficiently ftrong to lift and carry the bags of
coffee.

The Coffee-man (I mean he who has the care
of mills, platforms, and of fuperintending the ma-
nufacture) is alfo a kind of commander or driver
in his department, It 1s neceflary that he be fkil-
ful in his employment, attentive and careful in
looking after the machines, and every other thing
defigned for improving the quality of coffee. He
muft be particularly attentive in obferving, and
ought to have fkill in forefecing, rain, that the coffee
may . be houfed or fheltered on threatening ap-
pearances.

The Pruners ought to be handy, intelligent,
diligent and careful in preferving their tools.  Ne-
groes are pleafed with this work, as, in reality, they
feem to have a pleafure in whatever carries the
appearance of deftruétion. It is thus that when
they fell wood, the fall of great trees is announced
by huzzas of joy.

The Hofpital Matron or Doélrefs muft be a
woman of middling age, of a compaffionate dif-
pofition, careful and affctionate, of a robuft con-
' ftitution,
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flicution, capable of bearing fatigue and watching. cuar.1v,

It is required that fhe have fkill to drefs ordinary
wounds and fores, to deliver pregnant. women,
which, as births are here moftly natural and eafy, is’
an eafy matter. It is her duty to keep the hofpital
and patients clean; and, as fhe will not be permitted
to fleep abroad, it is proper fhe be lodged f{o as not
to fuffer the privation of ufual gratifications. L.ong
experience with the practical knowledge of fimples,
~ have fet fome of thofe women, in many refpects,
above furgeons too frequently met with in the
mountains. 1 had one, the lofs of whom I fhall
regret all my life.

Whﬂre the gang is rather numerous, the dﬂ&refs
muft have an affiftant, to learn the art under her
diretion, and to execute the works of drudgery.

I became tired of thofe mountain furgeons, who
frequently could not be found at the time they
were wanted; and who, 1n general, are equally
deftitute of capacity and of zeal. I learned to
bleed with very little trouble; and, by the help of
doftor Buchan’s Domeftic Medicine, a work (a)
which 1 cannot too earneftly recommend to the
planters. I performed the office of phyfician to my
fick negroes, aided by the labours of my intelligent
and futhful Mari- Anna. 1 only called for the fur-
geon 1in cafes which required manual operations,
or when any one dangeroufly fick defired fuch af-
fiftance, but it was feldom of much avail, Such
inftances, however, were rare, and things in general
went well,

(a) It has been tranflated into French, and improved with notes, by

no means unworthy the original, by Dr, Duplanit, phyfician to hig
royal highnels count d’Artois.
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them in or out of the paﬁures at ftated times, \mth— CHAP, 1V,
out inconvenience or much trouble (). T

I pafs now to the gang in general, and, in the firft
place, to what relates to the importantarticle of
population.

It cannot be denied but that a number of chil- 1. Popu-
dren occafion great lofs of labour in the mothers, lation,
which perhaps overbalances the actual benefit. But
it muft be confidered, that thefe children are bonds :
of love, which bind the negroes to the foil and to
the mafter; and nothing evinces fo ftrongly the
fatisfaétion, happinefs and welfare of this clafs of
people, as a great population, which befides will,
one dav or other, furnith recruits for the field. In
fhort, humanity commands that care be beftowed
upon this fubje, and it affords, in reality, a pleafing
fenfation, to be furrounded with a black brood of
thefe infants lifping out the word papa.

But though population is defirable, it is not
always an eafy mattér to attain it. Sometimes
women have zh averfion to a fituation which checks -
their amours, and they, confequently, endeavour to
prevent pregnancy, or to procure abortion by
forced means. It is then that ftriét watchfulnefs
is neceffary.  On the one hand, encouragements to
favour pregnancy, on the other feverity to prevent
voluntary and early milcarriages muft be tried. Be
aware of this, if women come to the hofpital with
fudden flopdings, and particularly if, in remote places,
you find the alegate pear-trees and others of that
li-ind ftripped uf their bark. I was witnefs to an

169

(a) If precipices are found in the favannas, they muft be fenced
ruumi.

inftance
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cnar.1v, inftance where every method failed, till fuch time
=== .5 the women were bound to declare their fitvation

17 Wo-
men with

Ciuld,

every month, which was verified and regiftered, and
an iron collar was fixed upon thofe who mifcarried,
till their enfuing pregnancy was well afcertained;
unlefs where the caufe of milcarriage was evident
and well known,

Both religion and good manners enjoin that the
negroes be united in lawful wedlock., But wedlock
ill agrees with the natural levity and ficklenefs of this
clafs of people. Nay, experience has thown that re-
gular marriage would be the means of converting
peaceable concubinage into adultery, difcords, and

deadly feuds. Some evils are unavoidable, and his

Holinefs himfelf 1s cbliged to licenfe brothels at
Rome, however repugnant to his character of fanc-
ticy.

It is necefiary, as much as is pofiible, to procure
an equal number of men and women. Intercourfe

“of the fexes fhould be prevented, as much as can

be done, between the neighbouring plantations ;
matches fhould be promoted by fmall benefits and

encouragements ; concord maintained between man

and wife, without pretending altogether to fetter
inconftancy. Here only gentle means muft be
ufed ; for the natural affections and paffions of men
are feldom reftri¢ted by open force. The women
ought to-be rewarded in their pregnant ftate, or
while rearing, more efpecially if the fathers are
among themfelves, .

As foon as a woman is fo far advanced in preg-

nancy, that hard labour might endanger a mifcar--

riage, fhe is employed in works about the houfe,
as in picking or turning coffee upon the platforms,
oF
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or in fewing for the negroes; always taking care cuar.rv.
that the be not fuffered to lift heavy weights or carry ~——
burthens.

When the pregnant negrefle begins to feel the 8. In
approaches of her labour, fhe is brought to the fssbel
hofpital. Her room muft be without fire, well
aired; but the wind muft not blow directly upon
her bed. The delivery is ufually very natural, and
performed by the doftrefs, who is generally in-
ftructed in the bufinefs. In cafes of any difficulty,

a furgeon is called to attend.

~ It 1s a prattice among the nezroes not to offer
the brealt to the child before a certain time, and to  Infants
give him, mean while, different things, fuch as wine

and oil. Thefe do harm, if they doany thing. The

firt milk of the mother, is the medicine prepared

by nature to purge off the meconium; and if the

- breafts are fuffered to grow too big, by the abun-
dance of milk, great inconveniences may be the
confequence. As foon as the mother and child are
drefled, and have taken fome reft, the breaft muft

be offered, without waiting until fwelling comes on.

The child will generally take to it, if not at the firft,

at the fecond or third trial.

Upon the whole, the many prejudices of the ne-
groes (which are of the fame fort as among the
lower ranks of people in Europe) muft be guarded
againft; and Dr. Buchan’s directions clofely at-
tended to. I alfo recommend, upon this fubjedt,
an excellent fmall treatife of Mad. Anel le Rebours,

(avis aux méres qui veulent nourris lcurs enfants)
Diretions for the Mothers who with to nurfe their
pwn Childien,

- - It
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to ruth in upon the child. Befides, this part of the

"human race feem to be more liable to {pafmodic

" affections than the whites. It muft, however, be

owned, that fometimes exterior marks of violent
preffure have been difcovered on the throat; and
it is certain that prefflure may be made, to a de-
gree, dangerous to the life of a tender child, without
leaving vifible traces. In all cafes, inflammations,

. fwelling, and incapacity of fucking, is the confe-
- quence, and the unhappy litde wretch is beyond
- the power of relief, and necefarily dies of the actual
" malady, and of the confequent inanition: but the

real caufe is hardly difcoverable, becaufe, whatever

_ it may have been, the eftets are the fame.

It is extremely neceflary to take precautions
againft the effe@®s of awkwardnefs and negleét, as

well as bad intention. No fire muft be allowed in

the room, which muft be kept open, though care
be taken that the current of air dees nor ftrike
upon the bed of the mother and child. During

 the firft nine days, no one except the midwife, not

even the reputed father, muft be permitted to enter
the chamber. The midwife muflt watch the manner

- of giving the breaft, chiefly in the drowzy hours of

night. Both fhe and the mother muft be made

acquainted that no excufes will be admitted, nor’

accidents of negle& overlooked. If accidents thould
happen, thg ordinary gratuities will not be paid, and
even fevere penalties may be inflicted ; but all this
muft be mentioned only when the mother is out of

danger, and at a time when it may be proper to
execute the {tntence.

The mafter fupplies the mother with a cumplctﬁ.

fet
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fet of childbed linen, and he clothes the infant, till

" he can wear cloaths of a coarfer texture. Perhaps;

120,
Nurfes,

-

21,
Cluldren,

if negroe children were ftripped naked, as foon as
they begin to crawl, until they arrive at the age of
fix or feven, it would be better both in point of
cleanlinefs and of bodily ftrength.

Befides, as foon as the child is paft danger of fillen
jaws, he is allowed, for the benefit of his parents,
an entire fhare of cloth, falt; and falted provifions;
the {ame as other negroes.

Negrelles do not go to work till three or four
weeks after delivery, and, while nurfing; do not ap-
pear in it till an hour after the reflt of the gang;
The children -are laid under the fhade, and one or
two negro girls attend them. But as the nurfes do
but little work in the field, under pretence of fuck-
ling, it is better to employ them in the manufaéture
at home, or in the garden, and about the houle.

As a farther encouragement to population, oné
day in the week is granted to every mother, for each
living child, fo that when a mother has fix;, no
more fervice is required of her; a ftate called here
boufebold freedom, and very different from the legal
one. In fuch cafes, the negrees labour on their
own account, within the precinéts of the eftate, to
the police and difcipline of which they are fubjeét, =
not being allowed to go up and down at their ‘will;
which is the privilege only of perfect freedom. !

The age of fixteen or eightcen months is the
period for weaning the Children if they are healchy ;
after this, they are deft to the keeper’s care, when
the mother goes to work. She takes them only at

her return in the evening. The keeper leads them
to
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to bathe every day, and keeps them clcan of vermin.
When the mafter fits at breakfaft and dinner, brings
them before the door, or into the gallery, and gives
them the food prepared for them. No more is
neceffary or proper. If an afternoon meal were
added, it would not prevent the parents from cram-
ming them again in the evening, which might be
hurtful. All day long they amafe or plague the
mafter with noify playful tricks: thefe fhould be
encouraged; but they muft not be fuffered to go
upon the platforms; as they would fpoil them in va-
rious ways. The keeper does not omit to make
them repeat a fhort morning prayer.

When they arrive at the age of fix or feven years,
they are at the charge of their parents; butit is
proper to begin inftrutting them in fome work or
other. The firft may be fome needle-work, what-
ever be the fex; at nine or ten, they are employed
in fome other manner, but in a manner correfpond-
ing to the capacity. Where there is a fufficient
number of boys and girls from twelve to fixteen, it
is cuftomary to form them into a fmall feparate
gang, employed in weeding and in gathering coffee.
As foon as they are of fufficient age and {trength,
they are transferred to the great gang. Grounds,
houfes, utenfils, and two hens, are then given
them; and they are at liberty to marry.

1 come now to the Gang in general.

One hour before daylight, the bell and the whip
of the driver calls up the negroes, that they drefs their
- breakfaft in time : then, all the doors and windows
of their houfes fhould be thrown open, to prepare
them for going into the cold air.

The
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v The negroes repair to their Work at the point of
orks,? .
* day, under the conduct of a driver, who reckons
and fees that his number is complete. At nine or
ten, half or three quarters of an hour is allowed for
breakfaft; at noon, they ceafe from their labour till
: two ; when they return and continue till fun-fet.
Such 1s the more ufual order of things; but, 1n
the greater part of the mountains, the negroes pre-
fer to continue at work till an hour and half before
fun-fec.  This is alfo more profitable for the maf-
ter.. In this cafe the hour of breakfaft is later, and
the time allowed longer. Except in the time of
crop, they bring, on their return in the evening,
ftones or packs of grafs, which they gather or cutin
the fields. The young ones go for the provifions,
which the keepers have gathered or dug for the
hofpital and houfe fervants. In crop time, car€ is
taken that the wives of fuch negroes as are em-
-ployed at the mills, carry and prepare their provi-
fions. .
There is no doubt, but that if negroes would only
be fent to work after fun-rife, fome diftempers
would be prevented; but the daily lofs of an hour
is. more attended to. - As foon as the fun is up, the
jackets muft be thrown off. When the negroes
have been employed in works more toilfome than
ufual, or when they have been wet with rain, it is
cuftomary to give them a glafs of rum; though in
the latter inftance, Dr. Buchan prefers a warm aro-
matic infufion, as of lemon-tree tops, and gives very
convincing reafons for the preference.
It 15 neither. neceffary norperhaps proper (par-
ticularly where the drivers are trufty and fkilful)
that
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“that the mafter or overfeer remain conftantly be- ciar. v

hind the negroes at work, and ftill lefs when they
are weeding or gathering. It is only fit that he
be there for an hour in the morning, to fee in what
‘manner they exert themfelves, and what they are
capable of doing during the day. He ought to
come again towards evening; to fee if time has
been loft, to view every place, and obferve if any
thing has been negle&ed or badly executed, and to
mak& the drivers refponfible for fuch negleét. In
the intervals of the day, it will be proper that he
vifit the other plantations, provifion grounds, fa-
vannas, inclofures, and roads, to fee where labour
is moft neceffary ; and he muft alfo beftow atten-
tion upon the manufa&ture of coffee and the hof-
pital.

Thus the whole week is employed; and thofe
holidays with which our Roman calendar is over-
charged with a profufion, offenfive to culture and
induﬂ:'r}' are very little attended to. But Sunday
is the Chriftian’s day of rclt; and given in property
to the negroes. If circumftances compel a fur-
render of this pnvrltge, amends are made, either
by another day next week; or; in crop time; by a
compenfation, and, even in the laft cafe- a part of
the Sunday 1s always allowed to them for their own
bufinefs.

On thefe days the negroes are called up only
at day-break. The firlt care is the kettle and
food. Next, the houfes are to be cléaned, both
within and without. It is proper that the mafter
infpect this; as alfo infpe that the beds are in good
‘order, for thefe people muft not be fuffered to fleep

N ~ upon

mntm e

. 24
Sundays,
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cuar.1v. upon the ground by the fire, as they are difpofed to

v do. It will be well alfo that he examine if the
“houfes or roofs have any need of repair, and if fo
to caufe the repair to be made next day.

At {even the negroes repair to prayers upon the
platforms, where all the tools are produced for the
examination of the mafter. After this follows the
diftribution of falt or falted fifh, on the Sundays al-
ternately. While this is done, the doctrefs examines
the feet of the {lothful, and caufes the chigos to be
taken out.

Then the negroes purfue their own bufinefs, as
walhing their cloaths, planting, weeding, gathering
provifions, arranging their grounds. At evening
they bring a bundle of fuel for the hofpital, the
kitchen, the laundrefs, the baker, and one of grafs
for the cattle. This wood is gathered from planted
grounds, as long as ftumps of trees remain ; after-
wards where it can be found.

What 1 have faid (Ch. 1. No. 43.) on the dif-
tribution and planting of the negroe grounds, muft
be carried in mind. It is proper that the mafter
occafionally walk through thefe plantations, while
the negroes are prefent, to infpect them, and form
regulations for their being kept in good order,

On Saturday or Sunday evening, the negroes are
allowed to dance upon the platforms, never at their
own houfes, till nine o’clock. But foreign negroes
muft not be admitted.

2. Com-  Negroes are fond of going to the next Towns or
2ICE 1IN g -

Townsand Boroughs, to fell their eggs, fowls, and corn, and

Boroughs: 6 buy what they may want. For this purpofe, a

certain
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tertain number of tickets or paffes are given every cuar.iv.
Saturday night by rotation. ‘They generally fet ~™
off early in the morning, and muft return at fun-
fer. But, though this is a general pratice, it is
proved in experience to be attended with heavy in-
conveniences to the mafter, and to be hurtful to the
health of the negroe. It is, in faét, a great fource
of corruption ; a truth which, I believe, wants no
Hluftration,
Though a fituation remote from town, or from
the landing places, is, in many refpects, an incon-
venience, I conflidered mine as advantageous, on
account of its diftance. The negroes in my dif-
tri& never went abroad. I brought from the Cape
all the articles which my negroes defired. Thele
they received at the firft coft, fo that ali the profits
of retail were faved to them. The payment was
made in fowls, eggs, or other productions, at ftated
or market prices. 1 kept notes, and our little ac-
counts were always fairly fetcled to “mutual fatis-
faGion. The negroes had good commodities
cheap; and my table was fupplied with what, in
the general practice, would have been carried to a
foreign market. It were to be wilhed, that this
rule were followed every where. Under this head,
I obferve that hawkers ought to be cautioufly ad-
mitted into eftates, and never be permitted to enter
Into, or to ftay, in the negroe houfes. They are
often retailers of corruption, and promoters of bad
inclinations. .
- The Property of the Negroe living or dead ought 26, The
to be, as it really is, facred to the mafter, and his gf{ﬁf{j‘;
N2 exclufive
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enar. iv. exclufive right tohis wife flill more fo, if poffible (2 ).
== I have no occafion to enlarge upon a matter fo well
underftood, and fo generally refpected : but as the
negroe ought not to be fuffered to want any thing
that is neceflary to his health and welfare, it 1s
equally matetial to guard againft the hurtful vanity
of making him rich. Luxury infenfibly creeps in,
and corruption follows in its train. Unwilling as I
am to recal the memory of our misfortunes and
calamities, I cannot avoid obferving, that the foolith
fancy of enriching hegroes was but too common and
extravagant among us. The revolt was hatched,
and did actually make its firft appearance among the
negroes of Galifet’s near the Cape, who were much
the richeft of all the plain. I have feen on this
plantation, on a Sunday evening, three hundred fel-
lows as gaudily drefled as the moft elegant {ervants
in town. I have even feen ten hampers of white
bread fold at the negroe houfes. I have alfo feen an
old houfe-flave who had two flaves of her own ; and
an old carpenter negroe dining upon foup and fowls;
the table laid with a fine cloth, napkins, filver fpoons
and forks; his wife {at at a diftance, and cheir chil-
dren attended them ; yet it was not upon a Sunday.
The attorney of the eftate valued himfelf upon this
wealth and apparent comfort of the flaves; but I
was otherwife affeted, regarding it as a fight of no
good omen. The refpeftable man fell che firft vics

_ tim, by the hands of thole very villains to whom he

(a) Upon the laft article, the young fubalterns employed in the eftates
muft be kept within great difcretion, the want of which has more than
once been artended with (hocking confequesices:

had
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had afforded the means of attaining thofe fuper- cuar.iv.
fluities. (Mr. Odelucq, my honeft and good g
friend.)
From the reafon above mentioned, and becaule
the deftrution which hogs make in the ground pro-
vilions, asalfo their daily maintenance, occafion fa-
mine upon an eftate, notwithftanding every care, it
is abfolutely neceflary to prohibit fuch ftock, as alfe
to prohibit having property in cows or mares. It
is enough that negroes have plenty of fowls, ample
grounds, and every other affiftance neceffary from
the mafter’s hands.

I come now to the New Year’s Day. Nunc for- 2.
NewYear's

mofiflimus ammus. By,
This is the day, but the only one, of Saturnals

{oftened into a chearful orderly diverfion (2). An
ox has been killed the preceding evening, and a vaft
provifion of vi¢tuals prepared. The cloth is divided
into rations, the lots fet apart with the hats and
jackets, Mounificence has paved the way to feitivity
and affeétion, The morning juft begins to dawn,
when a hurricane of drums, of difcordant thouts and
African fongs, awake the mafter from his flumbers.
When he comes forth, opening his eyes to the twi-
light, and his foul to benevolence, ruitick compli-
ments and whimfical withes are poured upon him
in abundance. Pardons are granted, a general am-
nefty fakes place. The cloathing of the year is dif-

(a) A planter of St. Domingo can hardly give credit to the reports
made of Chrifmas, where diffolute fettivity and drunkenniefs feem to (a-
vourof outrageous riot, for three days together or more; and appears
as tr.:c::;ing with dangerous confequences, if the reports are not exag«
gerated,

N 3 _ tributed,
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cHar.1v. tributed, with a glafs of rum, the conclufion of every
ceremony of the day. They, after {fome frolicks,
go to drefs themfelves in their beft cloaths: they
return and begin to dance. Meanwhile the kettles
boil, and the ball breaks up to give time for break-
faft. The glafs of rum re-animates the fpirits. The -
dance is refumed with redoubled alacrity. The
time of dinner arrives, after which they are again
treated with a dram of rum. Meanwhile the fun
declines, followed with a refrefhing coolnefs, favour-
able to exertion. Now the goddefs of mirth ex-
tends her influence over all. Every mind is gay
and every heart is dilated. Love flies around,
fhaking his firebrand and darting his arrows.  Jack,
Tom, and Dick, are hard at work with Betfy,
Sufan, and Anna. One outvies the other, and all
contend for the praife of the day. A large croud
of gazers hang upon the lively match, and every one
keeps his breath in anxious expeflation of victory
for his friend. Tom feems to flacken. A murmur
is heard around. His fair Sufan, blufhing if fhe
could, is ftruck at the heart, A glance is darted,
expreflive of {forrow, thame, anger, and love. Tom
finds new ftrength, and takes the brifk gambol afrefh,
The fparks grafp and twift their mates, make them
whirl and jump with contending emulation. Then
the dance rages more and more lively and fwift.
Every nerve is in motion, every exertion raifed to
the utmoft. All the powers of youth and pleafure
keep pace with the drums, now beating with ten-
fold quicknefs. The croud prefles round, more at-
tentive, more filent, more anxicus. The knave

Jack
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Jack gives Dick the trip, and poor Anna falls be- cuar.1v.
neath him. At the unexpelted trick the whole gang
thunders out a laughing and fhouting. Lo! The
bell firikes ten! The mafter comes forth and fays,
¢ Friends, it is enough; here is the laft dram,
“ and let us go and reft for the labour of to-mor-
“ row,” : _

At the awful voice and folemn addrefs, deep
filence follows; every body withdraws; and the en-
fuing night is as quiet as any in the year (a).

What fafthionable town affembly is preferable to
this, to a man who feels that happinefs which he
beftows upon others! He muft not, however, give
himfelf up blindly to the overflowings of his benevo-
lence, but moderate the excefles which tumultuous
mirth might beget. No quarrels, no excurfions
will be permitted. Strangers will not be rudely
turned away; nay, they will fhare the dram; but
they will be watched and difmiffed with courtefy at
night. The platforms round the mafter’s houfe are
the fcene of all this gambol. The negroe huts are, -
asit were, abandoned. The man at the helm muft
not lofe fight of any of the crew.

The lot of a negroe is feven elns (2) of cloth.
The women get eight, which makes two fuits. Some
needles and thread are added, with a woollen jacket,
inftead of which fome planters (perhaps with better
reafon) give in preference a large linen fheet, though

(a) Inthe great towns the aflemblies are more numerous and motley 3
but good watch is kept every where ; no diforder is fuffered ; and night
puts a final ftop to all the noife and teftivity.

(4) An eln confifts of three feet feven inches and eightlines. Eight
¢lns are equal to ten yards; and our French coarfe cloth is broad by

more than 3-41bs of an eln,
N 4 the
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cuar.1v. the negroes are more fond of jackets, A hat alfo
==V is given to the drivers, and tothe other chiefnegroes,

:-’ ] Difﬂ_-i"
pline and
Punith-
ments.

and a couple of handkerchiefs to the mothers, Here
the firlt expence is a real faving. I mmported all
thefe articles directly from France, at a higher price,
but of a better quality; fo that I had the pleafure
of feeing the cloaths of my people lait far into the
next year ; while the cloaths and jackets imported
by merchants, were fometimes of the worft kind.
But in all cafes the mafter is obliged to watch over
the prefervation of the cloaths, thf: negroes bemm
for the greateft part, naturally carelefs and unprovi-
dent. He is alfo obliged to get fome fuits made in
the hofpital, or by the maids and nurfes, for fuch as
cannot do them themfelves.

Icis painful, after defcribing the preceding chear-
ful fcene, to fpeak inftandy of Difcipline and Pu-
nithments : but my fubjet compels me to it, Par=
ticulars would be too difgufting: I fhall content
myfelf to {ketch out the general heads. |

The moft heinous mildemeanours (for crimes are
not comprehended in this fubje&t) are offences ﬂf
infubordination, firft to the mafter, and next to the
drivers.

In the fecond place, the wrongs which the negroes
are guilty of towards one another, as by affault and
batter}r, theft, adultery, and rape, &c.

The former ought never to be pardoned; and;
for the latter, the party aggrieved muft have,
moresver, ample amends or reparation made tQ
him.

Next come the faults againft general order; as
running away, nocturnal excurfions, introduction of

{trangers
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firangers at nigit, clandeftine and forbidden com-
merce, thefts of valuable things belonging to the
mafter, as moncy, goods, furniture, cattle of all
kinds, fowls, &c. Thefe are always liable to punifh-
ment. ;

Next come thefts of fruits and provifions, and
faults committed through lazinefs and neglet. Here
indulgence has more latithde. The third or the
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fourth is to be punifhed, if ignorance of the former*

is pretended on plaufible grounds ; for the negroe
muft be made to believe that the moft trifling fault
will not efcape punifhment, if it falls within the
notice of the mafter.,

The ufual penalties are flogging, confinement,
fimple or in the flocks, and carrying a chain or col-
lar, though the continued fight of the latter is pain-
ful. I am not inclined to recommend ftopping any
allowances, which may be neceffary to the negroe’s
health. ' |

Punifhments muft be cerzain, immediately inflict-
gd, proportionable to the fault, and never excefiive.
Racks, tortures, mayhems, mutilations, and death,
are referved for crimes of an atrocious nature, and
fall only within the province of the public magiftrate;
though perhaps more {peedy executions, and parti-
cularly on the {pot, would have more ftriking
effect. But the laws have wifely placed thofe powers
beyond the cognizance of the mafter, and do not
fail to avenge the trefpafies committed againft their
authority. A ftated price is paid to the maiter,
from the public revenue, for fuch negroes as are
gondemned to death or perpetual punifhment.

In the management of private dilcipline, it is

' eflential
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cuars v, effential to be acquainted with the charater of the
offender, that fuch punithment may be preferred as
is moft likely to deter him from offending again. It
is fortunate when, from that knowledge, you may
venture to {pare the revolting ceremony of flogging.
The hand of the driver to be employed in punifhing,
1s alfo a matter worth obfervation, Twenty lafhes
from one, may be more {evere than a hundred from
another. The knots of the whip muft alfo be new:
a knot, dipped in the blood of a man infected with
diftempers, may perhaps communicate evil to
another, by way of inoculation. This is not fuffi-
ciently attended to.

Laftly, never threaten a negroe with punifhment
at a future time; and never chaftife in anger, where
you run a rifk of exceeding the proper bounds. The
coolnefs and temper of the mafter increales the
moral effect of the chaftifement ; and a negroe me-
naced may abicond or run away, fo that punifhment
for two faults is to be inflicted inftead of one.

I am confident that a code of regulations of the
above tendency, is not calculated to draw upon
planters the flanders, with which they have been
loaded, by thofe pretended philanthropifts, wha
have ufurped the name of friends to negrees, which,
in reality, more truly belongs to us.

29.Menial 1 fhall be very fhort upon the fubject of Servants.
Setvants: Thefe are in the moft comfortable fituation. But
the fewer you have, the better; and itis a rule
never to let them be idle. ~ When the bufinefs of
the houfe is finithed, the men are employed in affift-
ing in the heavieft works of manufacture, or care

of the horfes and cattle, The women few for the
children,
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children, hofpital, and new negroes, Both work in
the garden, pick coffee, and the like.

I come now to the ftate of Sicknefs ; and here the
father fteps into the mafter’s place.

Never turn back any one. A negroe prefents
him(elf in the morning, efpecially on Mondays:
¢ Sir, I am fick;” his eye is clear, his tongue clean,
his 1kin cool, and his belly foft. It is ten to one
but he pretends illnefs ; yet, perhaps, he really has
occafion for a few days’ reft. Let him go to the
hofpital ; take away the pipe; put him upon low
diet, with plenty of water and clifters; and he will
be glad to be difmifled after two or three days.

Let the drivers have a watchful eye in this refpect.
A good negroe is feen to flacken at work, or to fail
at his meals: let him be fent direétly to the hofpi-
tal, and, of courfe, to the mafter’s previous exami-
nation. Another has a fmall excoriation on the leg:
let hirn be fent inftantly, otherwife a large fore may
be the confequence; and what might have been
cured in three days may lalt perhaps for a month,
The fureft way, in fuch cafes, is to put the fick in
the ftocks. Thefe accidents are frequent in {tony
fteep lands. Duft, mud, and dew, aggravate
feratches to ulcers in a fhort time, independent of
the acrimony of the blood of the individual, a more
immediate caufe. Negroes, fond of labour, diflike
the hofpital; and it is fuch that muft be principally
watched. On the contrary, there are others who
jrritate an accidental {ore, or aétpally form one on
purpofe. For thofe the hofpital muft be made as
difagreeable as poffible. 'When cured and convicted,
they ought to be punifhed,

The
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The fexes, as has been faid, ought to be in
rooms apart. 'The different kinds of diftempers,
and efpecially thofe of a contagious nature, muft not
be mixed indifcriminately. All fevers, agues, itch,
tetter, pox, and the like, muft be feparated from
the fores and other fimple difeafes.

Every thing muft be kept in a ftate of the moft
perfect cleannefs. It is to be withed that the floor
were paved with bricks, that it may be occafionally
wafhed. The beds thould be fprinkled with boiling
water to deftroy vermin. Every couch for the fick
muft have a palliaffe, two pair of fheets, and a blan-
ket. Hofpital fhirts or fhifts muft be furnithed for

the negroes at entrance. They leave them at their

departure. If negroes in hofpital have no other
than their ufual cloaths, they muft neceffarily be
dirty and louly; and, for this reafon, the body
fhould be bathed and the head fhaved, when they
are admitted into the hofpital. There muft be a
provifion of kettles and potter’s ware, fufficient ta
make and contain drinks and ptifans, and for othes
purpofes.

The mafter muft have, in his own’clofet, a
pharmaly furnithed with {mall quantities, but often
recruited, of the ufual fimple and compounded
medicinal drugs ; with two mortars and peftles, the
one of brafs and the other of marble, a balance of
middle fize, and a little one with their weights,
Every night he himfelf weighs and gives the me-
dicines to the dodlrefs, taking care, by precife di-
re€tions, to prevent miftakes,

A journal book is ufually kept in the hofpital,

where

-
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where the dates of admiffion and difcharge of pa- CHAP.1v.
tients are inferted, and where the furgeon writes his
prefcriptions for the following days. I have given

my opinion (too freely perhaps) of thefe gentle-

men. It admits of exceptions, amongft whom I

beg thofe who will take offence to rank themfelves.

But though often deficient in requifite knowledge

and attention, they are always neceffary for luxa-

tions, fractures, and other manual operations.

Independent of cutaneous, venereal, and febrile
diforders (the laft of which are not very common
amongft the negroes in high mountains) the moft
frequent difeafes are colds, fluxions on the breaft;
worms, diarrhzas, and dyfenteries, the latter are
often epidemical. Inveterate fores are often vene-
real or {corbutick. The marafmus or wafting, tend-
ing to diffolution, and dropfy of new neg:-oes, gene-
rally proceed from cutaneous difeafes reprefied.
It is then the fafeft way to reproduce the original
diftemnper. In the latter cafes wine and fubftantial
food are highly neceffary. ;

I neither am able, nor is this a fit place, tgattempt
to treat of thefe difeafes. I fhall only fay again,
that an accurate ftudy of Dr. Buchan's work, will
enable a man of tolerable difcernment, to cure all of
them, with better fuccefs than could be expeéted
from the defultory vifits of common pratitioners.
Dr. Tiffo’s advice to tke people on health, is alfo a
valuable book, but neither fo extenfive nor fo
accurate as the other, particularly with the notes of
the tranflator. In general, reliance on the vis me-
dicalrix nature, aflifted with exa® obfervation of

9 : . the
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ciar. 1v. the origin and progrefs of the difeafe, a gno& rés
g gimen, few remedics given at a proper time, and
careful mu[‘ng, does all that medicine can do. The
gofliping prefcriptions of old women muft not be
allowed; though there are many fimples, which the
country affords, and many well tried receipts, by no
“means contemptible.

The negroes, before they are received into the
hofpital, are prefented to the mafter. He examines
and prefcribes for them. To him belongs (or to
his wife, if he is blefled with one who does not
diflike the bufinefs) the exclufive direétion of his
own hofpital.  To vifit it is his firft care in the
morning, which vifit he repeats as often as is necef-
fary. I could name more planters than one who
have taken patients, when in danger, into their own
bedrooms.

Befides no negroe, when in good health, ought
ever to be permitted to come into or near the hof:
pital, unlefs merely to inform themfelves of the
ftate of their children, wife or hufband, and pa-
rents; and it muft be particularly attended to, that
they bring with them neither pipes nor improper
food.

The foup, broth, wine, and bread of the matter,
are never too good for thofe who are ferioufly ill,
A bullock’s head may be provided, thrice a week,
for the others; with an allowance of coarfe flour
bread and ground provifions.

It is not in our power to attend our fick ne-
grces with the fame affiduity and watchfulnefs as
we do our wives and children; but, in the effential
things, little difference is made. The frames and

diftempers
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ditempers are fimilar, except that negroes do not
bear low diet fo well as whites.

The convalefcent negroes muft not be difmified
before they are able to work. Even then, one or
two days are allowed them for putting their own
provifion ground in good order, according to the
time it may have been without attention.

I come now to Old Age.

Light employments (as has been feen) are given
to negroes, as they begin to fall into the decline of
years.

But as they fink into decrepitude, retirement
and reft, with affetionate ufage, to alleviate the
pains and hardthips of bodily infirmities, are a debt
due to humanity, and an acknowledgment for long
fervices, A man of refle¢tion and fen(ibility, can-
not fail to be moved at the fight of that privileged
creature, who after fulfilling, in an ufeful manner,
the fun&ions of his ftation on earth, through all
the periods of life, ftands upon the brink of eternity,
about to be re-united to the Author of his being.

Take care, then, not to afflict the good old man,
by drageing him from his old manfidn, his family,
and his habits, under the idea of having him more
within the reach of your care and attention. It is
better to make his houfe more comfortable ; to fur-
nith him with warmer cloaths, and to fupply his
wants partly from your own table. Do not forget
a glafs of wine, the beft milk of old age. Vifit
him often. If he fuffers, comfort him and relieve
his diftrefs. 1f he is fick, encreafe the ufual care,
He will blefs you, and the bleflings of a good
old man will be placed to your account of credit

before
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CHAP. IV, before the Hlmightj’. The youth will thus bé
& encouraged to ferve you,and inclined to love you, 4
profpect of comfort being placed before their eyes;
after the toils of life. If you ever defcend into
your own heart, there you will find an inexpreffible
fentiment of approbation. |
22 I thall, laftly, fpeak briefly of Cattlc and of Beafts
Catle.  of every kind.

Thole cattle muft be preferred which are young;
and have been bred up in the neighbourhood:
Such as come from dry places are with difficulty
kept in good plight, under the chm&t& and on the

- four paftures of the mountains;

- They muft neither be kept always under fhelter;
nor left entirely expofed to rain, to dews, or to
heat. In the fine weather of winter, and in the
nights and mornings of fummer, they mult be
fuffered to flrav about and browze; but they re-
quire to be kept in the ftables; in the moit burhing
hours of fummer; and in the rains or chill nights.
of winter. I have faid enough of the favannas;
Chap. 1. No: 44, and 46 5 and of Stables; Ch. 2;
No. 59.

31 From what has been faid, it is plam that a

Hows- planter, defirous of tzking proper care of his eltate;

can only ride out on buﬁm—:l’s, or make fhort vifits;

occafionally, for the fake of intercourfe with friends

or neighbours; and that, therefore, a very fmall

number of Horles will be {fufficient for his purpofes:

He mufl, however; take peculiar care of them.

Horfes from America, commonly pacers, are pre-

ferred, but creoles are more eafily fed and more
eertainly ferviceables

He
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He muft be careful to be provided with what
may be deemed a more than barely fufficient number
of Mules. The ableft are referved for carriage, the
others for the mills. Ifan animalis wounded, though
ever fo flightly, he thould not be employed ull the
hair fully covers the wound; but if the fore is,
for inftance, upon the back, he may notwithftanding
ferve in the mills. | |

Mules, but particularly horfes, muft be curried
every morning and freed from ticks. Now and
then their mouths muft be examined, and the lam-
prafs and barbles cut off. It were to be wilhed
that they could be bathed every noon in deep
water, and efpecially in fea-water, when attainable,
and when they are cool.

If the place to which the coffee is carried is
not very diftant, particularly if there is no deep
paffage of rivers on the road (in which cafe mules
are more proper, as being taller, to prevent the
bags of coffee being wet) Affes will do the fame
{ervice as mules. They are much cheaper and
more eafily fed; but they require to be kept in
better and {tronger inclofures.

A great number of oxen and bulls are a needlefs
incumbrance (¢) ; but a good many cows are ex-
tremely ufeful (4) for the hofpital, the children,
and all thofe douceurs of milk, butter, and cheefe,

(a) I do not pretend to refle& upon this honelt ufeful animal.
Nay, feveral planters have employed him for carriage; but he is
flow and fpoils the roads. I remember M. de L. an Attorney Ge-
neral at the CEEF, who, being exceedingly big, tall, and heavy, rode
one to go up to his eftate on the mountains,

() One old cow is kept for the entertainment of :

new year's da
Old mules and horfis are good for nothing, but a good Lalier wi?li
not deny them a handfome retreat in his paftures,

O which
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which are comfortable at the mafter’s table, and
alfo for rearing young fowls. The ticks muft alfo
be taken from the black cattle, and they require
to be put under fhelter in the chill or rainy nights
of winter; and, at leaft, the milch cows to be fup-
plied with grafs. Their calves muft be kept apart.
Care muft be taken that the milk be not fmuggled
by the keepers or other negroes.

In general, milking is not fo well underftood here
as in Furope. The negroes are relied upon, and
they believe it impofiible for a cow to let her milk
go if the calf is not by her,or that fhe cannot be
milked after weaning, A fteady determination is
neceffary to overcome thofe prejudices. I can war-
rant, from my own experience, that the cows give
milk after the calves are no more with them, and
until they breed again; only the milk grows thin
in the lat days, and it may be thrown away. By
this means two cows will be more profitable than
four or {ix, in the common method,

I will not enter into a detail of the difeafes to
which the cattle is liable (fome of which originate
chiefly from expofure to cold rain and dews, and
allo from the quality of the paflures) nor of their
cure. I refer myfelf, for the ufual ones, and for
wounds and accidents, to the known receipts and
fimples; and, for the more complicate, to the
hooks upon the fubject, as our Perfeff Farrier and
Ruftick Houfe, where even a planter of the Weft
Indies may find very ufeful particulars, though the
work relates to European hulbandry.

Goats fhould be kept away from plantations,
and bred upon barren grounds, They leap over

and
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4hd go through every inclofure, and make a great
deal of walte. |

Sheep have, in a great meafure, the fame incon-
venience. They, as has been faid, fpoil the pafture
~grounds, Befides, they fucceed but ill in rainy
Plﬂ.CCfii .

As Hogs and Swine mult be prolibited to the
negroes; the mafter fhould have none running
about. He may only buy gelded hogs and farten
them in very clofe pens. Every month one is
killed, and another put in his place. This is a great
refource. " 3 -

I cannot omit the two moft domettic of all ani-
mals. The one fo brifk, fo aleri, and playful;
the other {o loving; fo faithful, both fo ufeful.
How can a folitary man live without 2 dog, and
even a cat, where friends are fo rare? The latter
ought to be good hunters; the former watchful,
but not dangerous; on account of the negroes,

No pains fhould be-fpared to breed a great quan-
tity of Fowl of all kinds, as hens, guinea hens, geefe,
ducks, and turkeys. Young peacocks ate very
fine, and thé bird is the pride of our yards; but
it fpoils the roofs.

The cote pigeons are the beft fpecies, larger
and more delicate than the others. They breed
better; and, as they never fly far, they are lefs liable
to be deftroyed by the negroes. They only require
to be better fed. |

The domeltic rabbits are alfo a great refsurce,
When they are fed with orange and other aroma-
fick leaves, they are as good as the wild ones. A

$) o fingle
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cuar. v, A fingle buck muft be left in each warren, and the
=~ young muft be kept without his reach.

- With all thofe comforts, the fruits, the greens
which are got from the new plantations of coffee,
or from the garden and orchard, with a negroe for
hunting and fithing, who may be formed (but who
muft be watched) where game and fith are within
reach, a planter may, with very little expence, find 2
very comfortable living.

i‘ﬁhﬁf“‘ Thus I have run over my tafk, without being

" able to flatter myfelf that I have fulfilled it in a

fatisfactory manner. I have, however, endeavoured

to be throughout perfpicuous and concife, and to

omit no eflential point. If I have not had fuccefs,

I beg indulgence. [ am forryI have not been able

to do better. 1 do not pretend that planters, who

have experience, may here find any improvement;

nay, if I am found to have only explained what they

know as well as myfelf, I will begin to fet {fome

value upon a work merely defigned for fuch as,

having little or no idea of the culture, are obliged
from neceflity to carry it on.

1 have affected to{peak very little of the overfeer
or attorney, always confounding them with the
owner; becaufe I wifhed to hint that, while they
are entitled to the fame refpeé and authority, if
they have not the fame zeal, the fame concern, the
fame watchfulnefs, the fame juftice and humanity,
they are quite unworthy of a truft and of an em-
ployment fo honourable. Some are found who are,
in all refpets, deferving both; but many others
are defettive, and this will by no means be thought
{furprifing, if all the details which -I have entered

1nto
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into are confidered; if all the duties incumbent upon
them, and the neceffity of dedicating themfelves en-
tirely to their occupations, are felt.

But again, why fhould the owner refufe to take
upon himfelf the care of his own and of his family’s
fortune? The occupations I have defcribed are by
no means unpleafant, and if they are manifold, they
agree the better with a life of quiet, uniformity, and
retirement. Add to thefe, fome intercourfe with a
few honeft neighbours and friends, books, maps,
compafles, pencils, pen and ink, the whole time is
comfortably filled up. Perhaps a wife fhares
and encreafes your enjoyments; perhaps children
grow round you. What then is wanting for your
blifs ?

A good citizen owes to his country the beft ufe
of that portion of land, which Providence has
afligned to him, in the territory of the ftate, Is that
a truft and refponfibility to be thrown away into
mercenary hands?

To enjoy, under a burning zone, a cool healthy
climate, to have all the true cgmi‘brts of life; to fee
all around convenient buildings in good order; a
well-fettled manufacture and houthold ; plantations
that anfwer your advances, and abundantly repay
your toils ; happy fervants ; eattle in good plight;
and to be able to fay to yourfelf, in the calm and
recollection of felf-applauding confcience : «“ I have
* created all this, Nature, heaven and earth, my
 country, and my fellow ciiizens, {mile at my
¢« labour and fuccefs, If I am remote from the
“ pleafures of a boifterous vain world, I am fecure
¢ alfo from its intrigues and corruption, My days

O 3 | “ olide
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A*P.PENTDIX

A REVIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT, CONSTITUTION,
LAWS AND STATE OF S§T. DOMINGO, BEFORE
THE REVOLUTION, AND UNDER THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT,

| above that, after I thould have explained

all the various particulars relative to one of the
richeft and moft confiderable cultures of St. Do-
mingo, I fhould proceed to give an account of the
conftitution, laws, and government of that ifland ;
a government which, after long experience, has
been found to be well calculated to promote the
fuccefs of hufbandry and trade, and to protect and
cherifh the happinefs of the planters.

Though fome may be of opinion, that this enquiry
has not {ufficient connexion with the preceding
fubject, fo as to appearin the fame work, it muft
at leaflt be allowed, that it is at all times an object
of curiofity to the philofopher and ftatefman; and,
I may add, that the prefent occafion particularly
invites me to the tafk I have undertaken. The
affairs of St. Domingo nearly concern the Briuth
nation, and demand, in a moft prefling manner, the
atrention of admmlﬁzratmn.

O 4 . “T'da
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I do not dive into the womb of futurity, or pre-
tend to foretell the confequences of the prefent
ftate of affairs in Europe ; but 1 implore the Al-
mighty for the re-eftablithment of my country, and

the fuccefs of the Britith forces and government,

¥
The King.

the leading motive of my writing the following
pages. 1f, however, I am unfortunately difap-
]‘;ointed in thefe my hopes, this fmall traét may ftill

¢ interefting, as exhibiting a faithful picture of the
happieft and fineft colony in the Weft Indies, fallen
into a ftate of wretchednefs little fhort of deftruétion,
by the effect of the moft fatal revolution recorded
in hiftory,

In order the better to arrange every object in its
proper place, I fhall divide this fhort review under
different heads, comprehending 2ll the arricles that
are moft effential ; namely, the legiflature —the exe-
cutive government—the courts of juftice— the dif-
ferent orders of inhabitants, and the population—
the revenues and taxes of all kinds - the culture
and produce— the differcat branches of commerce—
the religion and religious eftablifhments, as well as
thofe of charity—the military {yftem and eflablifh-
ment— laftly, fome hints concerning the prefent ftatg
of the Britith pofitflions. |

ArT, I. LEGISLATURE,

If the word legiflature is to be underftood in the
fenfe ufually applied to it by Englifh writers, it
muft be obferved that, in reality, a legiflature neither
exifted in France nor in any of her colonies.

The King, with the affiftance of his privy council,
poficfled the whole legiflative authority. The
power of the French parliaments (not a legiflature,
but merely a fupreme court of juftice) extended no
farther than to werify, that is to regifter in record,
and make known to the public the laws of his

6 | : majelly.



ARTICLE L

majefty, The right of rejeting was not allowed
to it; nay, that U%remapﬂratmg was only admitted
with llmuatmn.

The government of St. Domingo was regulated
* by this principle. It {ubmitted to the general laws
of the mother kingdom, in what refpected the civil
ftate, rights and property of the fubject, the means
of acqui ring and tranferring property, of redrefling
private and public wrongs,

1°. Thofe laws of the kingdom are the un-
written law or cuffoms of Paris; the General Laws
of his majefty, concerning marriages, wills, gifts,
entails, actions civil or criminal, and proceedings
thereupon, and feveral others; all Binding equally
Frcncg fubjects, whether in France itfelf, or in the
foreign dominions and pofleffions depending upon
. France,

2°. Tt fubmitted to thofe particular edifts and
laws, which his majefty thought proper, on different
occafions, to enact for the government, adminiftra-
tion, and regulation of the colony. Nay, the will
of the fovereign fometimes manifefted itfelf in lefs
material occurrences, in even a lefs regular form,
as in a fimple letter of the minifter, a certain ediét
having previoufly directed that thofe letters writte n
in the name of his majefty, fhould be confidered as
l:tw, to all intents and purpofes.

2. General

Laws of

France.

3. Coloni-
al Edifts.

. The governor and intendant, the Reprefen- 4. His

tanves of his Majefty, and the heads of the govern.
ment in St. Domingo, were impowered to enad,
jointly, fuch provifional regulations as the exiftin

exigencies of the colony required, which had the
power of law till repealed by his majefty.

Majelty’s
Reprefen-
tatives,

The cuftoms of Paris, and royal general laws of s- _Pro-

France, applicible to the colony, had been intro-
duced “into it without formal Promulgation ; being
a canfequenw of the connexion fubfilting with the

mother-

i

mulgation,
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mother-country, and applying to all French fubjeéts
at home or abroad.

But colonial laws, both the laws of his majefty,
and reprefentatives, required record and publica-
tion, This was made in the king’s high courts of
juitice, or councils fuperior ; it did not, however,
give the law any additional degree of authority; it
only made it public, fo that no fubjet could, after
this, pretend ignorance. The law was direéted to
the attorney general, who prefented it by a bill filed
by himfeif on purpofe. It was recorded, printed,
and pofted up; and then fent by the attorney-ge-
neral, with the decree of the court, to all the infe-
rior courts or jurifdictions, where it was publickly
read and recorded at the inftance of the king’s at-
tornies. After this, all the courts and judges were
bound to take notice of it ex gfficio. :

No caufes were fufficient t0 poftpone promulga-
tion, after a law was prefented ; and ftill lefs execution,
when proclaimed and recorded. - The {uperior coun- .
cils were allowed to make Reprefentation (if they
found good caufe) either to his majefty or to his
reprefentatives, but without, in the mean time, af-
fecting the validity or interrupting the courfe of
the law, while the regard paid to the reprefenta-
tion was entirely at the option of the legiflator,
The governor and intendant were authorized, by
their private inftru€ions, to ftop the execution of
the king’s laws, if they as well as the court were
fenfible of material grievances.

The high courts had the privilege alfo of mak-
ing fome Bye Laws (Reglements) for profeffional
difcipline, for the regulation of their fubordinate
or minifterial officers ; and, fometimes, for the bet-
ter execution of the laws. But this power was
confined within narrow limits; and inftances are not
wanting, where fome of thofe bye laws have been
cancelled by his majcfty, though he, at the fame

ime
tim 1 1
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time, enacted the fubftance of the regulation into a
law of regular form.

The colonial laws have been colleted by M.
Moreau de St. Mery, down to the laft of Decem-
ber 1785 ; the revolution having prevented the far-
ther continuation of the work.

Laftly, It muft be obferved, that in cafes where 2. Civil op
the above laws.were not fufficiently explicit, Civil E;f:“
Law was reforted to, as rule of decifion, ratio ferip-
ta ; likewife Canon Law, and the printed decifions
of the courts of parliament, '

ArT. II. EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT AND AD-
MINISTRATION.

The Minifter of the Marine was alfo Minifter of
the Colonies. He had the whole direétion and fu-
perintendance of the government. The bufinefs of
all the civil, military, adminiftrative, commercial,
and ecclefiaftical departments, was conveyed through
him, to and from his majefty. He was alfo, in latter
times, in lieu of chancellor, with refpeét to the co-
lonies.

: &
Minifters

Before I fpeak of the interior government, it 2. Divifion
will be proper to mention, that the French part of of the Ters
St. Domingo was divided into three principal di- "7
vifions or grand departments, viz. Weft, North,
and South; each of which was again fubdivided
into lefler diftricts or jurifdictions, comprehending
a certain number of parifhes, as follows :

im0y e, PARISHES.
o [Pmt au Prince,
Leogane.
Weft. f Portau Prince4 Croix des Bouquets.
t Arcahaye,
‘ Mirbalais,

Weft,
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Depart.- Diftriéts and PARISHES.

ments, Towns. :
Les Cayes St. Lewis,
Les Cayes St. ) Cap Tiburon.

Louis - - )Tes Coteaux.
Torbeck.

Saint Louis.
Saint Louis - { Aquin,

South ] Cavaillon.

acmel.
Jacmel - - {Cayes Jacmel.
Baynet.

"~ ( Jeremie.
- | Cap Dame Marie.

Jeremie -
-

The general form of the Government was mi-
litary. The civil power, courts and magiftrates,
as well as other fubjeéts of all denominations, were
ftritly fubordinate to and dependant upon the go-
vernor and the intendant. Such a form of admi-
niftration, though liable to great inconveniences,
was juftly confidered as beft luited to a country at
a great diftance from the feat of government; the
refort of people of mixed characters, and, above all,
as cultivated by flaves far out numbering the whites
and free inhabitants.

Some Checks, however, were provided againlt
the arbitrary exertions of difcretionary power.

1ft. All the branches of public revenue, not of

general application, but appropriated to particular
grand divifions, were not under the controul of the

executive, Nay, the {tatement and affefilment of the
general raxes did not belong to it.

adly. The refpective limits of the military, ad-
miniftrative, and judicial powers (branches of the
executive)

3. Go-
VErnmeni.

4.
Chﬁih‘a
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executive) were exatly defirgd by the laws, TThé
one was {trictly prohibited not to encroach upon thé
other; and, if a fubject applied to government for
redrefs of an injnry cognizable in the courts; he was
liable to damages upon an aétion brought before
the court. This check, however indireét; ferved
in a great meafure to prevent trefipafies.

3dly. There were two Boards of Agrictlture, one
at the Cape for the North, the other at Port au Prince
for the Weft and South, compofed of feven prin-
cipal planters and a fecretary.  They had an agent
at Verfailles of their own appointnient: They held
regular meetings. Vacancies at the board were
filled up by the exifting members. They had no
falary, That of the fecretary was 5,200 livres (@ );
the agents from the whole colony 12,000 livres.

Befides the privilege of tranfmitting to the mi-
nifter, in the moft full and unreférved manner, fuch
information as they judged conducive to the benefit
of the ifland and its inhabitants, they were bound in
duty to convey to him, after the death or departure
of every governor or intendant, ai exact account of
the charaéter, the abilities, the views, the conduét
and probity, with a {crutiny into and eftimate of the
good or evil which had arifen from his admini-
{tration. This information was tranimitted to the
minifter, through the agent; but a copy was at the
fame time fent to the exifting government, which
was likewife required to be forwarded, with the ne+
ceffary obfervations and remarks, _

I need fcarcely mention the power referved to
the fubjeét, of applying individually to his majefty,
for redrefs againft private ftretch of power. Such
applications, though perhaps nor entirely deftitute
of influence, had but very {feldom any direct public

(@) For the underftanding of the feveral fums mentioned in this
Appendix, which are all in Colonial currency. fee the comparative table

at the end,
effe&,
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effeft, under the idea of weakening authority and
confidence in the executive.

There was, however, in the fervice of France, a
check to unwarrantable condutt, of greater influence
than any that political regulations could devife. 1
mean a certain point of honour, a certain liberal and
difinterefted fpiric, which reigned in the breafts of
the officers in the French monarchy; regard to~
charaéter, to the opinion of the public, and a great
emulation of advancement to rank. A governor
who afted ill was feldom brought to trial, but he
was fuperceded in his office; contempt followed
him to his retreat.  Such a confideration could not
fail to influence, n a High degree, thofe men who,
after thirty years fervice, believed themfelves to be
better rewarded by a diftinction of honour than a
large penfion.

Upon the whole it is juftice to fay, that though
- government poficfied the power of being oppreflive,
it was never fo in reality. Somerimes a governor
might be deceived, and if in fome inftances com-
plaints have been found to be grounded, in moft
they have been found to be the railings of enraged
men, complaining of treatment which their conduct

fhad fully deferved.

Government confifted of two diftinét Branches,
the military and the adminiftrative. ‘Hence there
was an officer at the head of each, diftinét in their
funétions, I fhall firft mention them with cheir
fubordinates, I fhall next explain their powers and
duties.

The Governor-General was the head of the mi-
litary. He was always an able experienced officer,
either lieutenanc-general or major-general {maréchal
de camp.)

Sometimes a lieutenant-governor ; fometimes, in
time of war, a commander in chief of the troops, were
under him. But this was not ufual,

The

6. Twa
Branches.

7. Gover=
nor-{Zene-
ral, and



1o

2. His
fubordi-
nate Offi-
cers.

APPENDIX

The governor was alfo infpeGtor-general of thé
troops, militia, artillery, and fortifications. The
naval force (which in time of peace was not very
confiderable) was alfo fubordinate to the governor,
as far as the connexion of fea and land fervice re-

quired.

‘The Officers fubordinate to the governor, were a
commander ¢x fecond at Port-au-Prince for the Weft,
one at the Cape for the North, and one at the Cayes
for the South. They have been, in general, younger
maréchals-de- camp, fince the {uppreffion of the rank
of brigadier. In default of a lieutenant-governor,
the fenior of thefe affumed the government provi-
fionally, in cafe of the death of the governor.

In every one of the leffer diftricts before men-
tioned, and at the Mole and Tiburoon, there was
formerly an éfat-major, compofed of a lieutenant of
the king, 2 town major, and an adjutant major ;
but lately there was only a particular commander,
and in the largeft towns an adjutant, who was com-
monly an officer of the garrifon. Theauthority of
thefe commanders was extended to all the parifhes
within the diftri¢ts, The fenior officers of militia
had the chief command in their refpeétive parifhes;
and from all thefe, to the governor-general, there
was correfpondence, [ubordination, and refponfi-
bility, in a regular channel, through the immediate
fuperior. :

The refidence of the governor (as well as of the
intendant) was at Port-au-Prince, as centre, of the
ifland in times of peace;; at the Cape, as the moft con-
venient fituation, affording protection to the reft in
times of war.

All the fubordinate officers were removable at
pleafure, (except the commanders of militia, who
continued in office for life) the governor-general
(as well as the ‘intendant) remained in the {tation

only for three years, This was one of the greateft
faults
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faults in our conftitution, the governor retiring
from his office, at the time he began to be fit to
difcharge the duties ofit. The board of agriculture
at the Cape had propofed, before the revolution,
that the government fhould devolve of right, every
three years, on the fenior of the commanders i _fz-
cond, who fhould previoufly have refided, for three
years, in each of'the three great departments. Thus,
every governor could be furnithed with the oppor-
tunity of acquiring the moft perfect knowledge of
the colony, fo that a fettled and uniform plan of
government might be better purfued.

The powers and funétions of the intendant were
exprefled in his title, intendant of jufiice, police, finance,
war, and navy. Ashe was chief juftice of the ifland,
and as this fun&ion was deemed the moft refpect-
able of all, he was ufually taken from among the
judges of the king’s courts of parliament; an ad-
mirable precaution; for, as all the powers of govern-
ment, eflentially affecting the fubjedt, were in com-

mon between the governor and the intendant, the-

ufual feverity of military command was tempered
by the more gentle methods of the civilian, and
the propenfity of a foldier to arbitrary ftretches of
power was checked by the more formal cautiouf-
nefs of a lawyer.

The corps, called rhe body of the adminiftration
(which was alfo an honourable employment in the
ports of France) formed the fubordinate affiftants
of theintendant. This corps confifted of commi(fa-
ries general, commiffaries ordonator, commiflaries
principal and ordinary clerks of the marine. The
ftore-keepers and the receivers of the prerogative
revenues were other {ubordinate officers, The three
grand departments were adminiftered by commif-
- faries, either general or ordonators; the other offi-
cers were employed uncle;) them, either in the fame

places,
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places, or in the diftricts, as the intendant thought
proper to appoint. There was a regular chain of
correfpondence and fubordination, every thing re-
{orting ultimately to the general centre of power

(the intendant), as every order and direction was
originally derived from him.

I muft not omit to mention, in a particular man-
ner; an officer belonging to this body, viz. #he
controller of the marine. . The controller, though
in fome refpects fubordinate to the intendant, and
even provilionally appeinted by him, in cafe of va-
cancy, was, however, as the eye of the king in the
adminiftration. His approbation and fignature
were neceflary in every tranfaction, even in every
tranfaétion of the intendant: he had the power of
denying it, informing the minifter of his motives.
F.very bargain, expence, payment, or purchafe, was
recorded in his office.

There was a general verifier of accounts, to affift
the intendant in the fettlement of fuch accounts as
fell under his cognizance. Notaries public were
alfo appointed in all the diftrits, to make and record
all bargains, acquittances, &c. relating to admini-
ftration. (Notaries of the intendance.)

There was alfo an office of record for the govern-
ment and intendance {greffe de I' intendance),
where all grants, charters, and determinations of
the governor and intendant were regiftered. A very
moderate fee was paid to the clerk of the regifter
(greffier), on that account, In every department
there was an office of the fame kind, (greffe de la
fubdelegation). All thefe were appointed by the
intendant (‘a).

This fyftem feems extenfive, if the great extent
of the colony is not attended to. It will be found,

(a) The minutes or records of the furveyors of lands were depolited
in thols offices at their death or final departure from the colony.

however,
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however, to have been a very ceconomical arrange-
ment.

The whole falary of the gover- ,
nor was 150,000 livres,
The intendant, 120,000 livres.
N. B. They had no allowances, only a f{mall
gratuity for a fingle tour through the colony.
The commanders en {econde and

commiffaries general, 36,000 livres.
The commanders of diftriéts and
commiflaries, 9,000 livres.

The others in proportion. |

N. B. The governor and intendant had lodgings
in the king’s houfes. The next officers had a ftated
fum allowed, or a lodging furnifhed where the of-
fices in which they were employed were held.

The governor and intendant fupported their re-
fpetive fecretaries at their own expence. No fees
were permitted to be received, nothing being paid
for grants, charters; pafiports, commiffions, nor for
any inftrument dezlivered at the fecretary’s office.
The fecretaries had, for the time, very {canty fala-
ries, but looked forward to a place of truft and
profit, at the departure of their mafter, if they were
confcious of having acted well (a),

It appears from former and from prefent expe-
rience, that the divifion of the military and admini-
ftrative branches of government is extremely necef-
fary. A military man is feldom found qualified {or
the minute detail of civil bufinefs ; and though even
that were the cafe, the two departments would be
too extenfive for a [ingle perfon; add to which,
that, when every thing depends on him alone, his
ations may be arbitrary, as there is no check;

(a) The experience of the FRESENT times makes this obfervation
necellary.  The biliory of the fecretary’s office of this iftand, in all
probability; is not known in England,

¥ whereas
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whereas it will be different when two men of cha-
rater are concerned in the fame bufinefs, or in
matters co-relative.

The powers here were either diftinét or they
were in common, and the boundaries of both were
marked with precifion, _

The governor general was more immediately the
rcpreﬁ:ntatwe of his majefty. State and exterior
dignity of power were attached to his perfon. -He
was entitled to a guard of honour. When prefent

‘in the king’s courts, after being introduced with

refpect and ceremony, he fat in his majefty’s royal
chair, which was unoccupied when he did not
attend. He had the chief command over all officers
commanding either troeps of the line, army, artil-
lery, engineers, or militia. He granted provifional or
acting commiffions and appointments in the above
deparrments. His authority extended over the navy
and its officers, over all the mafters and crews of
the fhips trading in the harbours, and over all the
planters and inhabitants of the colony.

He was the fupreme guardian of general peace,
charged to keep all fubjects in due allegiance, loyal-
ty, and fubmiffion ; entrufted with the external de-
fence of the iﬂand, the protection of trade and juf-
tice, the execution of the laws and judgments, and
more particularly of thofe of admiralty courts.

He poflefled the exclufive right of giving the in-
habitants leave to depart from the colony, taking
care previoufly that fatisfattion or fecurity wera
given to their creditors (‘a).

The intendant, as chief juftice, was fir/f prefident
of the fuperior councils. He watched the conduct
of all the judges and minifterial officers in the co-

(a) An intended departure muit be proclaimed thrice in court, in
the gazette, and at the church-door on Sundays after fervice; and a
certificate of the court’s regifter mult be produced, cither that 1o claims
have been made, or that they have been fatisfied,

lony,
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fony, to prevent or punifh neglets, frauds, extor-
fions, bribery and corruption, and to enfure relief
being given by the courts to plaintiffs.

All the officers of adminiftration were immedi-

ately dependant upon him. He diftribured them

in the feveral departments, as he thought fit, and,
in cafe of vacancy, granted provifional or acting
commiffions, which were ufually confirmed by his
majefty.

He fuperintended the colleétion, management,
and appropriation of the general prerogative re-
venue and taxes. He appointed the receivers of
the former: thefe were accountable to him only.
He fettled the accounts of the receivers of colonial
taxes, with the affiftance of two commiflioners of
the fuperior council, after the examination of the
verifier general of accounts. The debtors and ac-
countants to his majefty, and to the colony, were
alfo compelled, by his authority, to give fatisfac-
tion. '

All bargains, purchafes, expenditures relating to
the army, the navy, fortifications, public works
and buildings, as alfo the pay of the military, and
falaries of civil officers, were ordered by him.
All the ftores and hofpitals were under his infpec-
tion. All mariners belonging to trade fcll under
his difcipline.

All bargains, purchafes, and payments required
to be made according to fettled rules and forma-
lities; and, in general, there was an admirable
fytem of ceconomy, expedition, fafety, and per-
fpicuity in matters of account.

In matters of joint power, the governor bad the
preponderance, in cafe the opinion of the intendant
was different, liable, however, to the final deter-
mination of his majefty.

Public works of convenience or embellithment
were ordered in common, by the governor and in-

B tendan.,
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the general purveyance of victuals ; fifhing in public
rivers ; hunting in demefne lands and others; the
provifional appointment of the chief officers in the
inferior courts, and the final one of all the fubor-
dinate and minifterial officers of the fame, were
concerns of joint authority,

If a culprit had been fentenced to death for
excufable homicide (the French laws being fo far
fevere) they were jointly authorized to arrelt exe-
cution, with the confenc of the dttorney general,
till the king’s pleafure was known.

In cafe of public neceflity, they were empowered
(after information taken) to admit foreign impor-
tation of flour and bread, as well as exportation
of fugar, cotton, coffee, and indigo, for a fpecified
time.

The difcipline of the clergy, the temporal in-
terefts of the parifhes and church eftablithments,
as the erections of parifhes, the purchafe of land
for the church and vicar houfe, the building and
confiderable repairs of the fame, fell under their
joint direction.

They had the power to try and condemn to
death the fraudulent receivers of public revenue,
aflifted by five judges of the fuperior council and
an attorney for the crown.

I may have omitted fome minutize, but the
above are the chief powers, and fuch was the
fyftem of government before the year 1789.

In general, the determination of the governor
and intendant were given, after information brought
by, or defired from their fubordinate officers, in
the grand departments or petty diftriéts.

Thefe were impowered to determine the moft
vrgent and provifional bufinefs. They were charged

18.
Powers of
fubordi-
nate of-
ficers.

with the execution of the warrants of their fuperiors, .

and with all the local details of government and

P adminiftra-
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mere monarchical government, and yet in & remote
fectlement, where every indulgence and encourage-
ment, confiftent with public fafety, was granted to
the fubject.

Our property was deemed real, perfonal, or
mixed. Reas/, in lands and tenements.  Perfenal, in
things moveable. Mixed, in heirlooms, &c.

Negroes were, in fa&, perfonal property; but,
in fome inftances, had the privilege of real. For
inftance, they could only be executed for debt,
when the land on which they were atually em-
ployed was alfo under exccution, unlefs the debt
in queftion be exprelsly for the purchafe of thofe
individual negroes.

Our incorporeal hereditaments confilted moftly
of fervitudes, either urbane or pradiales, as ways,
commons of paftures, &c. In general, they were
acquired only by the operation of the law, or by
exprefs agreement, but never by prefcription.

Our law was not by any means fo nice in its dif~
tinctions, nor fo free in admitting of fictions, as
Britith law ; and as our perfonal property was ge-
nerally of great value, there was very little difference
- in the modes of conveying property, whether real
or perfonal, ‘There were, however, fome inftances
of difference in title by defcent, and in the liberty
of conveying by will or by purchafe, which wiil be
remarked hereafter.

Our property in lands though really originating
from the king, was not liable to thofe feudal tenures
and fervices introduced by the laws of England,
from a mere fiction of that principle. All our lands
and tenements were held rather as allodial than as
fee fimple. From this fingle circumftance it may
be fuppofed, that our {yftem muft have poffefled a
- great degree of fimplicity. Our intereft in here-
ditaments and tenements was not indeed entirely
free from the general diftinGions incident to

them ;
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Purchafe, in general, fignified any title other , *+ .
than that by defcent; even the real eftate, con-
veyed by a father, by gift or devife, was purchafe.
This title was different in kind.

The parents were reftricted in the difpofal of _ s-
their property by will. One half of the fhare, to i
which every child had a right by law, muft have
been left untouched. There was . another reftric-
tion. Though lands of lineal inheritance might be
alienated inter vivos, they were capable of being
bequeathed by will only as far as the fifth part.

No other check had been made on the liberty of
devifing, except in the cale of baftards.

Devifes were either univerfal, that is, of the whole
inheritance, or of property of a certain kind; or
particular, that is, of a certain eftate or certain
thing. The devifee of the former only was liable
to debts, but pro mode emolumenti, or with affets.

Heirs were vefted by law. Univerfal devifees
‘muft have been vefted by the right heir, either
amicably, or by judgment of the court.

Wills and codicils were of two kinds : 6.

One, holograph, that is, entirely written and W=
figned by the teftator, with the rafures and infer-
tions, if there were any, approved. The ufe of
feals was not admitted.

Another, written by a notary public, in the pre-
fence of another notary, or of two witnefles, who
figned with the teftator, the will having been
diffated by him, and read over to him after it was
written.

Wills were liable to a kind of prodate, but-in
the court of common law, as the laws of France
“do not admit of the jurifdiction of the ordinary on
that account, and as this jurifdiction was not ads
mitted in the colony in any refpect. |

Executors were veited of the whole property,

§¢al or perfonal, for the payment of legacies and
' debts

-
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wife’s thare.  Pivit ut dominus, moritur ut focius. He
had alfo the full management of his wife’s other
property, but it could not be. alicnated unlefs by
common confent,

A dowry for the wife was entirely arbitrary, and
refembled the Englith josntures rather than dowries
of the common law.

A prelibation for the furvivor, upon the com-
. monalty, alfo arbitrary. '

- Laftly, a gift, mutual or not, more or lefs exten-
five, in cafe there were no children. By common
law, the commonalty being liable to all the pre-
ceding debts of the parties, a provifion tothe con-
trary was ufually made, as alfo in cafe of the fale of
- any of the wife’s eftates.

After marriage, nothing could be added or altered
~1n thofe flipulations, by gift or will, except by mu-
tual gift, if there were no children.

~ Canonical impediments rendered a marriage void ;
but it could be annulled with more difficulty after
the death of one of the parties, or if children were

begotten.  Baftards born before marriage were

legitimated per fubfequens matrimonium to all intents
‘and purpofes.

The legal requifites for the lawfulnels of the
marriage were, mutual confent and capacity (for
- minors under twenty-five years of age, the confent
alfo of parents or guardians) three proclamations in
church, the prefence or confent of proprii parochi,

23

and the folemnization in the parith church, before

four witnefies, were neceffary.
There was no divorce. Separation of property, or

feparation a menfd et thore, could only be adjudged -

by the courts for very ftrong caufes.

Subftitutions fometimes took place in gifts, de-
wvifes, or marriage fettlements. They had fomething
‘of the Englifh rtails, ufes and trults, and were much

' like

9. Sublli«

tutions.
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Notwithftanding all thofe precautions, leafes have
been feldom found beneficial to wards (4).
. Leafes of houfes in towns were, on the contrary,
- very frequent. .
~  In general no leafe exceeded nine years.

Our laws feem to have been more tender of the 2. Pre-
- iaterelt of the poffeffor; the Englifh common law, feription.
and the ftatute of limitations, more of that of the
- original proprietor.
A debt, whatever; was prefcribed by thirty years,
though the deed or obligation might exift.,
~ The right of pofieflion was acquired after one year
- and one day. ;

The ‘right of property, or right right, after ten
years, when the party had been prefent, or twenty
when abfent, if the poffefior was bona-fide and had

- a good title, fuppofe a charter of grant and lawful
entry made, while the other with the fame right had
-made no fettlement on the land. -

Property in land was acquired after a poficflion
of thirty years, even without title, :

Other limitations were fhorter. Actions for

- rents were prefcribed after five years; of debt for

- merchandize after one year; but here, the books

- of the merchant and the oath of the defendant
might ferve to admit or reject the limitation.

~ _ The caules of forfeitures of lands have been ex- 13. Fafs.
' plained.  Orther forfeitures were effedted by at- ™

- tainders. Fines were adjudged; in fome cafes, as

- penalties, as alfo forfeitures of goods and other

things of the fame {pecie; never forfeitures in money,

Actions of qui tam were not admitted.

F |

(a) The wards were emancipated by letters of chancery at fixteen

years of age; then thegf could adminifter their property, but they

* could fell neither their eftates nor their negroes. They and their guar-

dians were under the protetion and infpettion of the courts, inflead of
~ the chaneellor.

His majeity had no right in their cftates, which right is merely

-? feodal,
There
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Bonds or obligations, of all kinds, were alfo per- 17,
formed in private writing or by notaries. Bur, T
though conditional obligations often took place; a
bond of double the fum borrowed or due, which
might be forfeited, if the real debt was not paid,
was a ftipulation which our laws did not admit.

Judicial bonds or recognizances were not im
ufe. .

It is needlefs to fpeak of contraéts or quali con-
tracts. :

As to commercial affairs, I have little to fay
which differs from the Englifh fyftem; except that
there weére ten days of grace, inftead of three, for
the payment of bills of exchange or promiffory notes .,
and that the laws of bankruptcy were not by any
means fo precife as in England.

I muft now fpeak of Courts, The plan wasvery 18,
fimple: but in the hiftory of them, two periods ©ou
muft be diftinguithed. The following was the ori-
ginal. I fhall take no farther notice of the tribu-
nal terrier, abrogated in 1787 (as I have faid in a
preceding note) nor of the cognizance given to the
governor and intendant, of the queftions formerly
tried in that court of attribution.

I have mentioned ten Diftriéts. In each of them 9.
there was a court of common law and an admiralty Inferiors
court.

The firft confifted of a judge, a deputy judge of »s. OF
lieutenant, an atrorney for the king, with two or E"’“'““ﬁ
three fubfitutes refiding at the court, and another —
fubftitute in cach parith ; a recorder or regifter;
and laitly, a court baihff (buifier audiencier ) who
called the caufes at the bar for trial,

Attornies, who were fimple prattitioneis, were
alfo couniels, and managed all the proceedings and

% aud bomage are, For a limited time, lable to the right af redemption
- hg the heir of the figreryar family, er &c.
ee what 1 have sy, No. a.

Q. pleadings
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There was a receiver of certain perquifites paid
by the thips to the lord great admiral; this perfon
accounted to his royal highnels ; and, together with
the court, cleared out and licenfed the fhips.

Thére was alfo a harbour-mafter (capitaine de
port) for the order of the port, who had pilots un-
der him. But he was more dependent on the go-
vernment than on the court of admiralty.

All the judges and minifterial officers, of both the
inferior courts, had their fees fettled, at a moderate
rate, by tariff laws, or tables of rates.

The Colony had two high courts or Councils Supe-
rior, one at the Cape for the north, and one at Port-

- au-Prince, for the weft and fouth.

In the earlieft times, thole councils were com-
pofed of planters, who ferved gratis. 'They were
indeed very littde fkilled in law, but they were. ot

29
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the higheft charafter and greateft swealth in the -

ifland. This refpetable affembly was endued with

great privileges, being deemed a kind of reprefen-

tation of the colony. : -

When, by the progre(s of culture, trade, and po-
pulation, the increafe and complication of bufinefs
required more {kill and more frequent attendance ;
lawyers were fent from France, who required to be
fupported by falaries, yet the functions and privi-
leges of the court were not abridged : but; though
the bufinels of law might, by this means, be more
ably managed, the intereflt of the colony was en-
trufted into the hands of ftrangers. Since that
period, younger fons of planters, fuitably educated,
have been again admitted. ;

The courts, at the pertod I now defcribe, wers

compofed of twelve judges, one of whom prefided g '

four afiiftant judges, who were young men belong-
ing to the landed intereft, an attorney-general, with
three fubftitutes; a regifter, and a court-bailiff,

Q.2 The
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The governor (a), the commanders en fecond, the
commanders particular, the commiffaries general,
and fentor commiffary of the place where the court
refided, had the right of affifting and voting in all
determinations of whatever kind, and this tended |
to enforce the power of government. _

The falary of the prefident and attorney-general,
paid by his majefty, was 17,0co livres; that of the
counfellors, 13,500 livres ; the affiftant judges and
fubftitutes of the attorney-general had only the prof-
pet of preferment. They had no fees from the
parties. By this means, they were more ftrift in
checking the exactions of fubordinate judges and
minifterial officers. The regifter and court-bailiff
had fees fiom the parties, and no falary ().

When.a vacancy happened among the principal
members (as well as among the chief officers of the
inferior courts) the council named three perfons (¢ ),
one of whom was appointed by his majefty. The
governor and intendant appointed the affiftant |
judges and fubfticutes. They had alfo the right
of appointing provifionally the members of the in-
ferior courts. The final appointment belonged to his -
majefty, who took the recommendation of the lord
greatadmiral, for thofe of the courts of admiralty.

A certain proportionable number of counfellors
were commiffioned alfo, to manage the proceedings
and pleadings for the parties. Thefe belonged to
the body of advocates of France, and muft (as alfo.
all the members of the courts) have been fworn as
barrifters in one of the courts of parliament, after:

(a) The commiffions of the governor and in_tendant were publickly
read and regiltered in court, ufually in their prefence.
(5) When the members of the councils were abfent from the colony,
by leave of the governor and intendant, given only for indifpenfable
reafons of ficknets or bufinefs, their falary was reduced to 2,400 Livres.
The mehtary officers, whemabfent by leave, had no pay, unlels by
expre(s order from the minifter. ! . |
{¢) Taken from among the affiftant judges and fubftitutes, the
& heers of inferior courts, and the adv.cates.
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three years ftudy, and after taking their degrees
(licences) in the univerfities. They were entitled
advocates, and their fees were fettled by law, and
rated in each fentence by the court. _

The fuperior council did not take cognizance of
original actions. The refpective and gradual jurif=
di¢tion of courts being much refpeéted. They only
determined the appeals of all the fentences, either
civil or criminal, of the inferior courts of common
law and of admiralty, in their refpeétive depart-
ments,

Independent of the privileges which are men-
tioned in other places of this review, the prefident
attorney-general, and counfellors, acquired pfrfonﬂi
nobility, after twenty years actual employment.
This became tranfmiffible and hereditary, if the fon

continued the profefiion, and ferved in it for the
fame time.

The general Police of the ifland belonged to the
governor. But, here, by police, we underitand the
king’s peace in each particular place, and the cog-
nizance of fummary difputes, afaults and batteries
of common people; the goed order of taveras, of
wine or ale-houles, of inns, of gaming-houfes, and
of common proftitutes; the cleannefs of ftreets,
the removal of filth and common nuifance (4); the
price of bread and meat; and the fitnefs of weights
and meafures in fhops, markets, &c. This was the
province of the judges, and kine’s attornies of the
inferior courts in the towns; and of the fubfitutes
in the parithes. | |

The latter had fome other judicial fun&ions, as
the fetting the {eals of the court upon the effe@s of
the deceafed, before legal inventory was taken; and
a _pmcr:cdin g like the coroner’s inqueft, in cafe of any

[ﬂj. Evcr[mm'ning, the fireets were fwept and cleaned. At (even
o’clock, public ti:lnl!‘rtlﬁ tock away the filth and rubbith ;3 and then,
if any nwfance was found, a fine was levied upon the delinquent,

Q.3 fudden
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courts as authentic evidence. It was neceffary tha
a fecond notary, or two witnefles, fhould have
aflited in drawing up the inftruments, as alfo to
fign them. ‘

This was a convenient inftitution, both for the
prefervation of the inftrument, and for thofe who
could not write ; as notaries were to be found in
every parifh, and in all quarters of great towns. It
was attended with other advantages.

As thefe deeds had a public character, and an un-
deniable date, they micht indirettly affet perfons
vnacquainted with the tranfaction, though res inter
alios afla. Suppofe a horfe fold by A.to C. and
clairned by B. was the cafe.

As the bypotheca of the civil laws was admitted of
in our conititution, the notary’s record produced
that hypotheca, (as well as the judgments of courts),
fo that the real eftate of the obligee was hable to
the debt, even in'the hunds of a potterior purchafer,
as in thofe of the obligee, his heir or devifee.

There was a Surveyor of Lands in every parith, 27
a principal one 1n each diftrict, and a general one in EEIE;‘::LS
each grand department. Their principal funétions :
have been alieady taken notice of. In the alions
concerning property of lands, their infpection and

reports were methods of trial, after iffue joined.

Surveyors of Roads, appointed in the fame places,  .s.
had much the fame authority concerning the tracing Of Roads.
and opening of the new public and private roads,
and the trial of queftions relating to the fame. They
alfo rated, every five years, the proportional tafks
of each planter, in the repair and maintenance of
parith roads.

There was alfo in every diftrict or jurifdiétion, a .. ot
furveyor of Weights and Meafures, who kept the gtﬁ%ms&
ftandards, verified the fame, and brought informa- eafures.

tion of frauds and defciencies,

Q.4 The






ARTICL-E TIL

affiftance of the principal officers in thefe their func-
tions. It was compofed of infpectors, exempts, bri-
gadiers and ferjeants. They were authorized to
make fummary records (procés verbal) of delin-
quencies, and thus bring information to the king’s
‘attorney ; to arreft rioters, perfons guilty of affault
and battery, and thieves taken with mainour. They
alfo were employed to fummon the parties, or con-
vey them to jail, when fo ordered. They were ap-
pointed by the courts, They wore uniforms and
IS, Livres.

Their pay was, infpeétors, - 3,000 perann.

independent of { Exempts, - 1,500
fome perquifites ( Brigadiers, - 1,000
and fines, Serjeants, - 800

Marfhalfea was another Corps, much of the fame
defcription, formed in aid of public juftice, and
{erving on foot and on horfeback. It was under the
authority both of government and.of the courts,
which was indeed produétive of fome difputes,

It was compofed of brigades of five men, and a
brigadier ; an exempt, with the rank of lieutenant
in the army, had the command of two brigades. A
provoft lieutenant, with the rank of caprain, had
the fuperior command in the whole department. A
provoft general, with the rank of major, but without
pay, was only an honorary commander or infpeétor,
and he had no funétions relating to citizens. The
brigades were ftationed, lefs or more in numbar, in
the towns and in fome parifhes.

Their funétions were to watch over the general
tranquillity and fafety of the roads; to arreft male-
factors, and negroes wandering without paflports
from their malfters; to aflit either in bringing the
perfons indicted to juftice, or in the execution of civil
and criminal judgments; laftly, to inforce the col-

lection
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For every injury there was certainly a remedy ;
but our actions were neither {o multiplied, nor fo
precife and nicely difcriminated, as in England.

- Our actions were only divided into

Real aétions, where the obje& was pofieflion or
property of land. Thefe were again divided into
* poffeffory and petitory ations; and, where the plaint-
it was oufled, the defendant or ‘ejettor could not
bring his petitory action (writ of right), till the
prior attion was decided, and fatisfaction made.
Spoliatus ante omnia n:ﬁ.e!ﬂmdm.

Perfonal altions were actions of debt, actions for
- damages, for fpecific fatisfaction, and the like.

Lattly, mixed aCtions were, where pofieflion and
damages were fued for, and in other limilar cafes.
Some aftions might be indirect, as altion hypothe-
¢ary againft the purchafer of an eftare.

Actions were liable to limitations of time, the
longeft of which was forty vears, when perfonal and
h}rputhecary ations were joined againft the fame
- perfon, namely an heir to a real eftate of the obligee.
I have obferved, that heirs and fucceflors were liable
to debts, though not exprefled in the obligation,
but of right.  Gerunt perfonam defuniii.

It feems that, as the Englith common law has
complicated the aé’cmns, and yet difcriminated them
with great nicety, it has been neceflary that the
- clerks of chancery fhould exert all tireir {kill to find
different fermulas or writs appropriated to every
one: but it feems aifo, that the rafk exceeded their
ingenuity ; as we fee, on the one hand, that certain
actions are employed in cafes to which they do not
paturally belong, as trever and converfion inftead of
retinue, and ejeifment inftead of a writ of right ; and,
on the other hand, that the multiplicity of thf‘ll"
writs being (till inadequate to all cafes, very extra-
ordinary fictions have been ingroduced, and rhe writ
of tre pfaﬁ on the ca _/.?s has been contrived, as a general

fup-
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ARTICLE IIL 32

for its being more open to arbitrary ftretches of
power. ‘This inftance and fome others will illuf-
trate this obfervation.

The defendant was fummoned, in writing, by a
bailiff, and a copy of the petition and warrant was
given to him, or left at his houfe,

If he, or his attorney, did not appear on the day,
default was given, with a continuance; and, then,
if again he did not appear, judgment was given, if
the a&tion appzared well grounded. The fentence
was notified ; and, eight days after, execution miglt
be made of the defendant’s property, and even he
might be arrefted, in proper cafes.

But, during thefe eight days, the defendant mighe
put in his sppefition, by petition, againft the judgment,
which was then arrefted of right. In that plain me.-
thod, the danger of execution was quite as effica-
cious to force the appearance, as even the hardfhip
~of an outlawry.

In the inferior courts, writs of chancery were only 37- Wats
- of Chan-

neceffary where a deed had been cancelled, for the e,
following caufes : incapacity, proceeding from age,
coverture, imbecility, violence, captation, and the
like; if a real eltate was fold for lels than half irs
value; if a copartner, or tenant in common, was
wronged in a partition of the quarter or third of
his fhare.

Thofe writs were termed letters of refcifion; they
direfted the judge to give remedy, if the cafe was
found to be truly ftated. The formalities of peti-
tion, warrant, and procefs, were the fame.

The caufe, if not yet ready for determination, _ 33.
was continued from day to day; and, during this T ire®
continuance, default or wonfuit might take place,
but liable oirce only to oppofition.

I fuppofe now that both parties were in earneft.

If the queltion was to be determined in publie

audieice,












ARTICLE IIL

2dly. By the fovereign power of his majety in his
council (voye the caffation.) :

In both inftances, the intrinfick juftice of the judg-
ment was not confidered. If it was reverfed by the
Aaws appearing on the face of the record, another
trial, either in the fame court, or in another court,
would determine the queftion. A time was limited.
The execution of the judgment wes not {ulpended ;
but an action for damages, with a per guod, might
lie, after the final judgment. ,

In the firft inftance, if che civil requeft was re-
jected, the plaintiff paid a fine of four hundred and
fifty livres to his majelty.

I fhall make only fome curfory remarks upon the
profecation, trial and judgment of indictments and
prefentments, where the Britifh laws juftly boaft of a
great {uperiority.

The party aggrieved might indeed bring an in-
ditment, but only for damages; and the punith-
ment of the public wrong was fued for, only by the
king’s attorney and attornev-general,

In capital cafes, the perfon accufed, of whatever
condition, might be arrefted from the beginning ;
but, in indi¢tments for mifdemeanours, a vagabond
could be committed in an abrupt manner; a ci-
tizen only after fummons and non-appearance,

In capital cafes, if the perfon accufed abfconded
upon a #on ¢t inventus, a kind of outlawry took place,

and his whole eftate was fequeftered. He was tried

and judged by contumacy, and executed in gfizy. But
appearance reverfed the whole trial and attainder, and
another trial was granted of right.

The form and manner of the trial feemed fhock-
ing. It was fecret. The prifoner was allowed no
council. He was interrogated in private, foinetimes
too artfully. He had no copy of the proceedings
and indi¢tment. He was, indeed, confronted with
the witnefles; but he muft challenge them, and make

R his
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his defence extempore. He was feldom permitted
to bring evidence of his own; and his oath of voyr-
dire was exalted, though his life was at ftake.

~ But every amends poffible was made to him on
the judgment. The body of the crime muft be con-
ftant. His'own confeflion could not condemn him.
Non auditur perive volens. Sufpicion fet a witnefs
afide. The fmalleft law in the proceedings made
them void. Two witneffes, univocal, de wifu and
pofitive upon any overt act were neceflary. The
evidence was to be Juce meridiand clarior. A great
majority of the judges was neceffary, and the appeal
was of right.

The rack (queftion) had been fuppreflfed by our
good unhappy king Lewis XVI.

I fhall throw a veil over the mode of execution,
fometimes fhocking and unbecoming the zben cha-
racter of the nation.

His mnajefty had the precious prerogative of
granting pardon and reprieve.

Such was our whole judicial fyftem, calculated for
cheapnefs, expedition, and fafety.

In the year 1787, the minifter was unfortunately
betrayed into an inaufpicious Alteration. He was
difgufted at fome inftances of oppofition, from the
fuperior council of the Cape, againft an excep-
tionable law. A erafty attorney-general of Port-au-
Prince took advantage of that difpofition, to en-
creafe his own jurifdiction and profits; and a law
was extorted, by which the two councils fuperior
were dififolved, and one eftablifhed at Port-au-
Prince, for the whole colony.

Independent of the former falaries, the judges
and attorney-general were allowed large fees, indi-
reétly paid by the parties. - Public pleddings were
fupprefled ; more expenfive proceedings in writing
were adopted, and the queftions were tried and de-

termined in private,
To
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To leffen the inconveniences which were fore-
feen, the inferior courts were allowed a final juril-
di¢tion in caufes not exceeding nine thoufand livres
in value; and in judgments of life and limb againft
flaves. In confequence, three affiftant judges were
added to thofe courts, and were allowed both {alaries
and fees. :

Severe confequences were fele by the colony in
general. The public expence of falaries was greatly
augmented. The parties were charged with fees
hitherto unknown. The proceedings In writing
were more expenfive. Determinations were given
in the dark, inflead of being decided in fair open
- trials. Laftly, poor flaves were attainted for life,
without the relief of am appeal. !

But, belides thofe general inconveniences, the
north, from its diftance, felt others more bitterly.
The hardthip of going tixty or eighty leagues for
juftice, under a burning climate, and through a
country little pradticable; the danger of lofing pa-
pers and titles of property, when fent by fea; or if by
the poft, with an expence (o confiderable, that I
know of a fingle law-fuit charged one thoufand
livres on that very account, |

Belides, fome alterations became indifpenfible in
the management of the municipal duty, which wera
additional grievances, and an abridgment of the
franchifes of that part of the ifland.

Thofe innovations had a frightful effe@. They
offended the inhabitants of the north, and laid the
feeds of difcontent, which, in the beglning of the
revolution, fpeedily broke out into an open revole,
long before the reft of the colony was difturbed.
Thus, a foolith people having feized upon all the
powers of government, employed their firlt attempt
in breaking thofe new-fangled laws, and in re-efta-
blifhing the fuperior council, a meafure which (ex-
travagant as it was in point of lawfulnefs) was

R 2 confirmed
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render the white colour generally rfﬁnh&anlu, the
common people of that defcription, though not

upon a level with gentlemen, were ftill raifed much..

above the rank they held in France, and were treated
more upon a footing of equality.

Nobility (2) was not altogether unknown. Some
few families had their titles regiftered in the records
of the fuperior councils, which, however, could not
be done without an exprefs order from the mini-
fter, given after enquiry made, by the king’s ge-
nealnglﬂ', into the genumneis of the titles; and,
though titles are wantonly affumed by many creoles
(a foolith fancy which feems rather to have en-
creafed fince the revolution) yet no gentleman could
qualify himfelf fo much, as to afflume the ticle of
elquire, in public deeds, except the actual officers
of government, unlefs his family titles were pro-
perly regiftered. Laws exifted, prohibiting, under
fevere pcnaines any indulgence upon this point to
notaries, recorders, vicars, and other public officers ;
but, even after this, thefe regiftered families had not
any privilege over the other fubjeéts worth being
taken notice of.

The planters, undoubtedly, bore the firlt rank ;
~2ad this was graduated according to their fortune

and eftablithments. The moft wealthy, however,
feldem lived upon their cftates, racher choofing to
fpend their fortunes in the luxuries and pleafures
which the capital offered them. ‘Their eftates were
in the mean time managed by attornies, honeft
perhaps, but poor and interefted; the confequence
of which was, that the colonial intereft in the coun-
try, as well as in the towns, was in the hands of
perfons, who minded it very much lefs than the
care of their own fortunes. Public fpirit thus gave
place to egotilm and felfithnefs ; and the influence

(a) Nobility here does not fignify Prerage, u‘ucn, in England. is
he ufual meaning of the word wobility. “The accepration is more generzl,

R 3 of
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the whites by the more feeble bonds of grati-
tude, ought to have been an objett of particular
attention with the legiflature. The laws which de-
termined their political condition, ought to have
been framed upon a thorough knowledge of the
belt colonial {yftem capable of exifting. It might
be expected that this fyftem would be revealed to
the people by experience, in procefs of time, and
that opinions would conform to it, from the in-
fluence of intereft, and of true political views; bur,
if thofe opinions ate at variance with the laws,
union, fubmiffion, and public order, muft be in
danger.

Our laws were defetive in this point, for this
reafon, that they were framed at a period too early.
The firft, namely, the edi¢t of Lewis the Four-
teenth, enafted, in the year 1685, the black code,
when the French colonies were {till in the cradle ;
and the true colonial fyftem, unrevealed by expe-
rience, was a general regulation of police for thofe
new fettlements. Among many other articles, it
regulated the condition and - uvfage of the flaves;
the liberty or power of emancipating, and the flate
or condition of the individuals emancipated. It
entitied fuch, and ftill more their offspring, to all
the franchifes and privileges of other citizens, bind-
ing them only to pay great refpect to their old
mafters, and to the families of their mafters. Many
articles of the civil law were adopted. The fa-
culty of emancipating was granted to the maflers,
in fo abfolute and unlimited a manner, that even
mihors under age were not excepted; further, a
flave appointed exccutor of his mafter, or guardian
of his children, was emancipated of right at the
fame time: but the mafter who emancipated a
flave, was not bound to make a provifion for main-
tenance. A flave taken in wedlock by a free per-
fon, with the mafter’s confent, was emancipated of

R 4 right,
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premature law was felt, but a bhnd refpect for the
memory of its author, did not permit to annul it;
and it was, perhaps, too late to ftrike the evil at the
root.

The power of emancipating was abridged, upon
the following principles: 1ft. Emancipation was
deemed to be the reward of honeft fervice, not the
falary of proititution ; the lot of faithful fervants, not
that of concubines and baftards. Befides, mafters
had only the right of giving up their property in the
flave, but admiffion into the rank and privileges of
citizens was a matter of prerogative, and the king’s
grant of liberty was neceflary, as well as the mafter's
manumiflion. 2dly. As to “people of colour, the
courts adopted, more {trictly, the fyftem of abridging
the bequefts made to baftards, in the limits of mere
maintenance or annual alimony. 3dly. Several re-
gulations, alfo, declared the people of colour un-
qualified for the military rank of officers, and for
civil employments of power and trult. They were
forbidden to take the furnames of the white families
to which they had originally belonged; and they
mutft, in their deeds and actions, affTume the qualifi-
cations indicative of their degree of colour.

" The firft provifion was eafily evaded by the par-
tiality of the fathers. ‘Thenthe governor and in-
tendant for the time being, (1776) fancied that a
large difcretionary tax lzid upon the emanciparions
would be an effectual check; butitonly ferved to
fhut the gate againit poor honeft fervants, who
could not afford the tax; but left it open to concu-
bines and baftards, who wanted not the means to
pay it. Nay, the tax and lawful emancipation
were evaded by very fhameful practices. Some
vagabond was bribed to marry the wench, and to
legitimate the baftards, and after wedlock was no
more heard of. The fecond provifion was but a
very inadequate check to the wealth of people of

colour,
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but they were treated by them with indulgence and
even civility. They were, in general, alfo them-
felves very feldom wanting either in refpet towards
perfons of that defcription, or in obedience to go-
vernment, and even in zeal for the public fervice;
and being confined to mechanical trades, a great
number became very ufeful by their induftry and
vigilance. If they fuifered any ill ufage, it was from
the loweft clafs of whites, who, after entering into
familiarity with them, and often living at their ex-

pence, were apt to claim their fuperierity, and ta.

exert it with infolence, if any difpute happened. 1
fhall mention again the people of colour, in the ar-
ticle concerning the militia.

The Slaves of all colours were the loweft clafs of
our population. The laws allowed them no civil
right-.  Whatever they poflefled was ftrictly their
mafter’s property, though the mafters were, in that
refpet, more indulgent than the law. The redrefs
of their injuries, was rather a right belonging to the
malters than'their own; but, in criminal indi¢tments,
they were tried exactly as the whites, chiefly before
the laws of 1787, which I have mentioned.

What I have faid in the 4th chapter of this work,
will make any further details on the ufage they met
from their maflters unneceflary. However, fome
general obfervations may be taken notice of.

Much has been faid againft flavery in latter times;
and great debates have been carried on by writers,
upon the queftion, whetber negroes and flaves can or
cannot be difpenfed with, in our fettlements in the Weft
Indies? 1 believe that the beft reafonings, as well
as local and hiftorical knowledge, have afcertained
the following points; and it may be boldly afferted,
that the fatal trials made fince the French revolution,
fet them beyond contradiction.

ift. The colonies are a fource of wealth and of

: articles
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ARTICLE 1V.

weedings require alfo fpeedy work and numerous
hands.

Thofe points fettled, it only remains to provide,
that the ufage of flaves be as humane as pofiible,
without impairing their dependance and fubmif-
fion.

1 am far from boafting of any fuperiority, in this
refpe&, on the fide of French planters. However,
the Author of the Inquiry into the Caufesofthe
W ealth of Nations, (who here cannot be {ufpetted of
national partiality,) allows there is; and his remarks,
upon the influence of different governments, are
judicious. Itis exactly true, that the power of the
mafter lies here under the controul of the courts,
and of the governor; and that exprefs laws, even
in latter times, had reftricted it within proper
bounds.

However, though prefentments have been brought
and profecuted againft matters, in very heinous in-
ftances, even fo late as in 1787, that check was very
feldlom put in praétice, left fubmiffion fhould be
impaired.

But more obvious and gentle caufes had pro-
duced great effect. It is certain that, in early times,
the ufage was much harder. But as the principles
of humanity have gained ground, as the planters
have become more eafy in their circumftances, as
the market price of negroes has gradually rifen to
an exceflive height, the condition of flaves has be-
come more and more comfortable. Since that pe-
riod, alfo, their fervice has been more hearty, the
annual population has been encreafed. This was
an additional encouragement to good ufage; and,
by degrees, things came to that fituation which I
have faithfully defcribed; a fituation, by far happier
than the natural ftate of the negroes in their own

«country; a fituation (I beg leave to add) in many

refpects
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1784 - - 297,079
Slaves - - -¢{ 1788 - - 406,623
1789 = - 434429

N. B. It muft not be imagined, that this feem-
ing great encreafe of population was altogether real.
Some planters had the indelicacy to freen a part
of their negroes, and that cheat was, In a great
meafure, prevented by the vigilance and feverity of
M. De Marbois, the laft mtendant, a man of great
capacity and zeal for the public good; fo that it
muft be taken only that the laft returns were more
accurate, though not yet entirely fo.

Upon the beft probabilities, the population of the
colony in the year 1789, may be fuppofed to have
been about

: Whites -« = - 40,000
1789. - = People of colour 32,000
olaves - - 500,000

“Now the following is the comparative review of
population, in the three great departments or divi-
fions of the colony, after the returns.

1789. - Whites—Welt - 12,768
North - 11,996 ¢ 30,831
South - 6,037

gl 81 5,410

1789. People ﬂf}weft - “12,962
24,848
South - 6,476

1789. - Slaves—Weft - 192,961

North - 164,656}4.34,429
South - 796,812

N. B. The general population in the fouth was
somparatively fmall, That of the people of colour
was
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ARTICLE V.
fworn in and bound to give proper fecurities for
his receipts in the Kings courts.

The charges againft the monies of demefne,
were the debts and cofts of eftheated and forfeired
_ inheritances, and other cofts; the {mall commil-
fion or falary of the receiver; the maintenance
of jails; the price of eftrayed cattle or runaway
negroes, claimed within the limited time by the
'owners, the fame having been previoufly fold, at a
limited time, at public auction in court ; alfo feveral
expences for the adminiftration of juftice, particu-
larly as indictments, were profecuted at the king’s
charge. - ‘

N. B. This receiver was intrufted with another
receipt not very confiderable, appropriated to keep
in repair the houfes where the courts fat. It was
levied, at the rate of two per cent. upon the price
of negroes, cattle, and other things fold at public
aultion;, at the bar of the inferior courts.

{a) Receipts. Expences. Surplus.

1786 AR U 0 (S I O . B 1 offs’ 0 D3
1?3?} 560,358 o 2 | 526,053 3 9 | 34,340 16 g
1788 |280,301 12 10 | 702,382 2 § | 77.919 10 §
1789 | 808,364 6 7 |706,115 ¢ 11 | 43,248 16 8

59

I have already mentioned the tax laid upon z. Eman.

emancipations. A fingle receiver for the whole
colony was appointed by the intendant, to whom
he was accountable, and bound 1o give {ccurity.

31EFESLEI'|].1HEIPH'!EJ.r | Tatens - -
In the jears 1785 - - 5334 - Unknown.
1780 =i 5365 = Lusatigeg
1787, == = 273 = = . 463,02§
1788 - - 297 - =~ 547,893
1789 = = 2:6 - - 465,266
1725

————

(4) In this and in all the following recapts, the furplufes of the

preceding years are iucluded,
S From
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_piftration and government, and fome cafual ad-
vance to the feveral receivers of demelne.

€1

1786
1787
1788
1789

}

Receipts,

Expences.

Surplus.

S

di= B, Da.
1,239,830 19 ¢

1;171,293 o 7

fu b s v B
1,076,950 19 7
1,131,658 1 11

. 003,033 7 3

1.« 5. Ds
150,886 o 2

39634 18 8
474 6 3

Secrion II.—Depyfites.

- 1 fhall, in a more proper place, give the hiftory 4. Foreign
.. of the foreign. trade of St. Domingo. Some par- :‘;ft'ffif;
- ticular cuftoms were levied upon it, for importa- Fund.
tions and exportations’;, and there was, in each of
the three principal places, where foreigners were
admitted, a receiver of the fame, appointed by the
intendant, and accountable to him, together with
two commiflioners of the fuperior council.

The expences of this fund were the falaries of
different officers, employed at the office or cuftom
houfe eftablithed for this purpofe; and the furplus
was remitted home, for certain premiums, for the
encouragement of French importation of falted fifh ;
fo that this fund was only a depofite.

Receipts. Salaries. Remittances.

EE i BEReDs L g rndio B N AR AL D,
17861 250,553 14 © | 05085 8 4 |156468 5 8
1787| 291,178 1 § 99:-323 12 6 | 191,854 8 11
1788| 459,079 14 3 | 112,397 6 o© | 446,682 8 4
1789 576,715 9 6 [ 177,698 10 8 | 450,016 18 10

When a mafter carried with him, or fent, a flave s. Con-

to France, he was bound to conlign, into the hands
of the treafurer of the marine fund, three thoufand

S 2

fignment
Money,

livres,






ARTICLE..V.

SectioN 1IL.—Taxes of general Application.

Now I proceed to explain the general taxes, either
direct or indiredt.

It was a leading principle, in the fyftem of the
French government, that the fifcal hand fhould not
be heavy upon colonies of the nature of St. Do-
mingo ; that an exclufive trade, and the demand
of home manufatures, a benefit of immenfe profit,
were the only advantage which the mother country
fhould derive from them; and that the only means
of fupporting that trade and thofe manufattures,
were to encourage colonial culture, by all the means
of indulgence and protection in the power of go-
vernment. Upon this principle, the colony was
not taxed farther than was f{trictly neceffary for
Interior expence ; and, even that thefe taxes fhould
be lefs burthenfome, the modes of affeffment and
collection were lefi at her own determination. Nay,
extraordinary expence, or expence which was not
ftrictly interior, as reinforcements of troops necef-
fary in time of war, and the expences of the naval
ftation, were at his majefty’s charge, and paid
by draughts or bills of exchange, drawn by the
treafurer, with the intendant’s approbation, upon the
royal treafure. It was to make up that charge,
fometimes very confiderable, that a dury (droiz de
domaine d'occident) and an additional duty, amount-
illg tugf:ther to feven and a half per cent. were
levied upon the produce of the colony entering
into the mother kingdom; a tax, indeed, ultimately
fupported by the planter, but fo indirect, that ic
was either not felt or not regarded.

The colonial tax was fingle, fo that the fyftem
was as fimple as it could be. It was called of0;,
a word implying fome kind of franchife, as it ftrictly
means a grant made by the colony to his majefty,
for the fupport of her own expences,

S 3 Every
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ARTICLE Y. 65

Clayed fugar mufcovado - 36 livres per 1,000 Wgt,
Brown fl.'lgﬂ'.l' - - 13 - per De
Coffee(a) - - - 18 - per D°

Indigo 3 = - 10 fols per pound.
Cotton - - - z fols 2 den. per D¢

Rum or taha ¢

\ 6 livres per hogfhead.
) 'D' . X 1 7

- 12 - per pipe.
Melalles - - 36. 155 per. bogihead.
s ke - - - 7, 108. per pipe.
Raw leather T 2 - per hide;
Tanned De = ik 1 - per half hide,

) |

In all thofe articles, the law was indirect. It
was direct in the following, as will be feen in the
mode of collection. - |

The rents of houfes in the towns 2% per Cent.
The {lave fervants, or flave arti-

ficers, or thofe belonging to eftates

or manufactures, the produécts of

which were not exportable, as gar-

dens and provifion grounds, lime,

brick, and potter kilns, and the like, 3 dollars each

The principles upon which that affefiment was 14. Its
made were, . : | Principles.

That no taxes fhould be laid upon importations
becaufe they really (though indireétly) affeét the
people, who, having no property, live from honeft
ufefgl induftry, a fet of men who ought to be
encouraged.

That, in the {yftem admitted of, the tax bears
only upon the true wealth, namely, the produce of
land and property, and thus, is the moft equal and
proportionate. A ‘land ‘tax, for inftance, or'a ‘tax
upon ' the neégroes, has not the fame advantage.
The difference of {oil'is fo great, that an' eftate of
double’ extent and number of negroes and cattle,
and managed with the fame fkill; will often yield

(a) Cacao was not taken notice of. It pays as coffee, That prln.-
duce 1s very inconfiderable.

S 4 much



66 APPENDIX

much lefs than another, with half the premifes of
the former; fo that the ultimate criterion of fortune,
and of poffibility of bearing the public taxes, is the
annual income. |

That the colleétion, as will be feen, was the moft
ealy and certain that could be devifed. -

L.aftly, one part of the tax was diret indeed, viz.
that upon the houfes and negroes ; but the greateft
part was indire¢&t. The planter, who did not dif-
burfe it, never minded it, and the merchant, who
paid it, made bis purchafe fo as to make the tax_
fall (as it ought to do) upon the planter, who fold,
the commodity. '

That there was no affeffment made, fince the
year 1776, may appear irregular; but it was con-
fidered that no better fyftem could be contrived ;
and, as commodities increafed, {ince that time, in
quantities, the duty was found fufficient, though the
expences were rather augmented, and no neceffity
of a new ftatement and affefiment was fele. How-
ever, it muft be owned, that though no alteration
was neceffary in the ftatement, yet new affeffments,
every five years, might have been proper, as the
refpective proportion of different commodities muft
have varied in a long period, and as a great
number of houfes had been built, which might have
been rated much higher than their atual eftimated
rents. But, where the tax was at leaft equal to the
wants, the poflibility of enhancing it was lirtle at-
tended to. s '

There was a receiver of thofe duties in each of”
the ten jurifdictions, appointed for- five years by
the fuperior councils, upon oath, and with proper
fecurities. They were accountable to the intend-
ant, with two members of the court delegated

4
Colleétion.

by it.
laThc method of raifing the duties was eafy and:
P ml

That




ARTICLE V.

*That upon produce was paid at the embarka-
tion. The mafter of the fhip produced his bill of
lading, at the bottom of which the receiver ac-
- quitted the duty. At home, the bill and cargo
were f{trictly verified %nn account of the occident
demefne duty) and if any thing was found not
?rif-:harged here, he paid the duty double for the

aud.

It mult be obferved, that when, in times of
dearth, the foreign fhips were permitted pro fempore
to import flour and bread, and to export the chief
- colonial produ&ts, they were Jiable both to the duty
of which I am now fpeaking, and to the occident
demefne duty paid in France by national fhips.
Their bills of lading were verified by the fearchers,
and all thefe duties were paid into the hands of the
receivers of oftroi,

As to the duty upon houfes; previous to the af-
fembly, a roll was made by commiffioners of the
fuperior councils, wherein all the houfes and the
rents were ftated, either by the infpeétion of the
leafes, or by eftimates. A copy of the roll was
delivered to the receiver, that he might collect the
duty agreeably thereto.

As to the ncgroe, -, fave already mentioned the
annual returns whi,_;ull the inhabitants were bound
to give of their properties (2) and families, with
certain formalities and precautions. A copy alfo
of the general recapitulation of thofe returns was
given to the receiver, that he might collect the
duty upon fuch negroes as were liable to it.

Upon proclamation, the inhabitants were obliged
to go and pay the direct duties at the receiver’s of-
fice in a Jimited time ; and thofe who did not were
compelled by the authority of the fuperior council,
under ftated penalties.

(a) see alfo the articlg concerning the militia, Art. 9. No. 5.

Here






ARTICLEE V.

Here there was no expence; but the: fmall falary
of the receivers.

However accurate the preceding ftatements are,
I muft not omit to mention, that there is, in the
hands of the prefent Britith commiffary general, a
recurn (given him, by whom I"do not know), which
ftates the taxes upon exportations, in 1738, at
7,781,641 L. 11fols. 2di; but I am fatished
it is not corre&t. As to exportations it mull,

however, be underftood, that, in fpite of every

attention and vigilance, fome produce was {mug-
gled out, without paying the duty, .chiefly by the
Aumericans.

The general money of oftroi was lodged, by all
the receivers, in the riarine fund, thatis, in the
hands of an agent of the general treafurers of his
majefty’s navy. This perfon was appointed by
- them, and had a deputy in each of the two other
grand departments, the Cape and the Cayes, ac-
- countable to him., This trealurer was accountable
to the intendant, and to the general treafurers, liable
to the revifal of the exchequer (chambre des
comptes) at home,

Funds lodged in that Depot.

Ordinary receipts: all the oétroi duties collefled
by the receivers.

Extraordinary receipts : arrears and debts due to

his majefty, rents of his houfes, fales made in the

king’s ftores of things damaged, ftoppages of pay
to foldiers while they were at the hofpitals, ftop-
pages for the invalids, &ec.

Laftly, the money proceeding from bills of ex-
change

16. Marine

Fund.






: ARTICLE, YV

reat fervice, convenience, and embellithment, as

public roads, bridges, fountains, keys, &c.

The following is the General Recapitulation of

7t

I7:
General

all receipts, expences, and furplufes, of the different Recapitus

ﬁ]ﬂdﬂ- IﬂTiUﬂt

Receipts. Expences. Suarplufes.
1786—1787. -
L. b B L Bt T L. % D
Marine Fund, - 18,538,837 9 10[17,603,677 4 5| 935160 5 3
General D* - 1,239,836 19 9| 1,079,950 19 7| 150,886 o 2z
EmancipationD® 1,402,502 7 4| 1,350,850 11 10| 51,642 15 6
Domain D° - 560358 © 2z| 5260053 3 9| 3430416 5
21,741,834 17 1|20,560,540 19 71,180,993 17 6

1788.

Marine Fand, - 10,838,351 o 4| 9.448,188 4 o!1,390,162 16 4
General D* - 1,171,293 © 7| 1,131,658 1 11| 39.634 18 8
EmancipationD* 654,008 10 8| 651,249 9 2 3659 1 6
.DomainD®. - 780,301 1z 10| 702,382 2 ;5| 977.919 10 &
13444854 4 5(11.933:477 17 6/1,511,376 6 11
1789. — ——
Marine Fund, - 12,316,842 13 4[10,827,259 12 61,489,538 o 10
General D* - 667,773 13 8| 663,033 7 3 4740 6 3
Emangrpﬂtmn]}" 717,380 6 6| 711,169 16 3 6,226 10 1
DomainD* - 808,364 6 7| 466,115 9 11| 42,248 16 B
14,510,377 © 1{12.967,578 6 1]1,542,798 14 o

N. B. Foreign trade, confignment, invalid and
mariners funds, are not mentioned, as being only
depofites, with particular deftinations.

Sect. 4.—Taxes of particular Application.

I now proceed to mention the taxes of a particu-
lar application; and firft, thofe applied to the in- Pgunicipl

terior expences of each grand department, under

the

o

13,

ty.






ERTTELE M.
ofe a bridge), the determination of ‘the ‘meeting
could nof be executed, before it 'was approved,

73

after due, examination, by the governorand intend.

ant, and their warrant duly regiftered in court.
For the fake of economy, while the church war-
den colledted the parith taxf:s,"ht" alfo raifed the
municipal duty, for which he was accountable to
the receiver. =
In the alteration made in the judicial fyftem in
1787, the government united thele two taxes, which
were rated together at 31. per each negro. The
then fingle fuperior council of St. Domingo had the
management of both., "The falaries of the vicars
were fixed with {candalous niggardlinefs, as well as
the expences of worthip, Thus, the freeholders
were deprived of the direction of their own private
affairs. However, the church wardens were flill
. charged with the coliection, and obliged to account

-at Port au Prigce, from the moft. diftant parithes..

A commifiion, indeed, was allowed them, which
they, in general, refufed with fcorn; and this inno-
vation, -and breach of privilege, was a furthes
ground of difguft, N ke
~ Thus, I have explained all the taxes paid by the
inhabitants, or rather by the men of property, in
. 'St. Domingo.. How light they were, will appear
from the account I am going to give of the produce
of the principal cultures of the colony.

¥

L

J Y i W AT (o
ARrt. VI, CuLTure anp Propuce,

The French part’of St. Domingo is compre-
hended between 18° 3/, and 19¢° 57 of north lati-
tude, and between 71° 4.6, and 74° 267 of weft lon-
gitude, from the meridian of London, Its figure
is very irregular, being deeply indented by the great
‘bay of Port-au-Prince, between Cape Nicholas

Mole and Cape Donamaria, ,
The

1. Extent

lony,
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The divifion of the weft is about 108 miles i
length, from Gros Morne to Eayes Jacmel, and 94
miles in average breadth.,
~The north, about 153 miles in length, from the
river Capotilla to the end of Cape Nicholas, and 72
miles in average breadth.

The fouth, about 146 miles in length, from
Jacmel to Irih point, and 48 miles in average

. breadth.

Thus, the forface of the

weft may be - - 10,162 fquare miles,
That ofthe north - = 11,016
That of the fouth - - 7,488
Inall - - 28,666

In this great extent, the climate is variable. Upon
the coaft of the fea it is exceedingly hot. The heat
would be intolerable were it not moderated by re-
frefhing breezes, which blow from the fea during

* the day, and from the land duting the night. In

afcending into the country, the coolnefs increafes;
and in the higheft mountains, the climate is not only
temperate but even exrremely cool. '
Every where rain is more common on the
mountains, than on the champaign country; but
there is a variety. In the north rain is frequent in
all the feafons of the year. Inthe welt and fouth,
there is feldom rain in winter, becaufe what they call
north rains are not known, the flerm rains being the
only rains of thefe diftriéts, However the diftrict
of Jeremy muft be excepted. - The {torm rains feem
to be formed by the vapours attrated by the fun
and condenfated over the high lands of St. Domingo.
The north rainsfeem to come from the main land and

~ Florida, along the Bahamas and the ifland of Cuba,

by means of winds blowing from north weft, and
reach

2o enel T ek S e e
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teach only the parts of St. Domingo lying more welt
and north.

In regard‘to healthinefs; it is remarked that the
fea coafts are very unhealthy, but that this noxious
influence diminithes in propertion as progrefs is
made into the interior. The mountains are very
healthy, and ftill more fo in proportion of their
elevation.

T he mountains, in general, poficfs a great number
of {prings, and more or lefs confiderable ftreams of
water (‘@ ), which of courfe form rivers in the plains
below. In the north, thefe rivers are ufually em-
ployed to turn mills, as the practice of artificial
watering is not neceffary, rains being never wanting;
except in the plain of Fort Dolphin in the eaft. In
the reft of the illand, watering is indifpenfible, at
leaft in the fix dry months, and it was employed
with great fkill. The diftribution of waters in
Cul de Sac, near Port-au-Prince, 1s a work which
might do honour to the richeft kingdom of Europe.
But none of our rivers can be termed navigable,
and can hardly beé of any fervice for commerce and
carriage ; they rather fpoil the harbours, into
which they fall, by the fand and mud brought by
the current. |

75

30
Waters,

" There 1s quite as much varicty in the quality of 4. Lands

the foil as in the f{tate of heat and health. The foil :‘r‘:s‘“l‘

is much better on the high than in the low moun-
tains, The richelt plains are thofe which are tra-

(2) Themountains of Caymites and New Plymouth, in the diftri&
of Jeremy, and perhaps (ome others, are an exception. They are ex-
cavated, and thofe excavations drain the waters. Ewven in the valleys,
- large openings are found, where the rain waters and torredts are in.a
inanner {wallowed up, and conveyed to the fea under the ground.
The ifland is liable to violent earthquakes, chiefly in the welt ; the fouth
to hurricanes, lefs felt in the welt, and almoft unknown in the north.
Bometimes hail has been found to fall in the mountains, No noxious
infet or reptile is known in the ifland, except centipees, fcorpions, and
fpiders, which are {o only in a fmall degree, ' .

verfed
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verfed by the more confiderable rivers, becaufe the
overflowings have depofited a greater proportion
of flime or mould, and all the plains feem to be
originally formed from the depofition of mud. All
the eftates, immediately watered by rivers, are
defended againft the overflowings by large caufeys,
alfo a beautiful and very expenfive kind of work ;
and even the overflowings are very fkilfully em-
ployed, by means of fluices made in the caufeys;
to raife the low grounds, and to improve thofe which
are open to the water of the fea, by the addition of
mud and {lime carried by the rivers.

The mountains are generally cultivated in coffee;
and the level grounds in fugar, cotton, and indigos
as well as the little adjoining hills, The firlt cul-
ture, ir early times, feems to have been tobacco and
rocow, a kind of purple dye.  Ginger and pimento,
though nat unknown, have never been attended to.
Cacao was cultivated for a time, in fome diftricts,
but it feems, at prefent, almoft entirely abandoned.
The returns that follow will give a diftinét idea of all
the prefent cultures, and of thetr proportions, in the
different parts of the ifland,

It will be obferved that, in the north, the manu~
fatture of clayed fugar is more extenflive than in
the fouth and weft; that the fouth and weft yield

- more indigo and cotton than the north. The fouth

has already been obferved to have a fmaller popu-
lation than the reft of the ifland, in proportion to its
extent., Its produce, in general, willbe found to
obferve the rule of its population. It is likely that
the quality of the ground may be one reafon of this;
but another more fatisfaétory may be found in its
remote fituation to leeward.  The other parts of the
colony being more convenient reforts for commerce,
the fouth has been in a great meafure neglected
by ‘traders, though premiums have been granted
for thie importation of negroes intg that depart-

ment. L&z
i The
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The principal plains, where {ugar was cultivated
with fuccefs, are thofe of Cul de Sac, near Port-au-
Prince, including Croix des Bouquets, Boucaflin,
Arcahaye, Vales;and Montrouis,

The plain of the Cayes is alfo confiderable:

The lefler plain of Leogane:
~ The plain of the north is immenfe, from Port
Margo to Maribaroux, about fixty miles in length

and twelve in average breadth, In fome places -

the foil is of the beft quality, as in Limonade;
Quartier Morin, Jacquefy, Maribaroux, and Baf-
limbé.

In other places, fome {mall plains are found,
where three or four fugar eftates are eftablithed, as
Port Depaix, St. Lewis in the north, Jeremy, and
others: :

The plains of Gonaives, Jean Rabel, Gros
Morne, and others; if capable of being watered;
would be very fit for fugar, and fome fucce(sful at-
tempts have been made; but the culture there
was generally cotton and indigo.

The largeft, and perhaps the fineft of all the
plains, is the plain of Artibonite, near St. Mares. If
the river, which divides the plain, could be ufefully
employed, it is probable that the produce of fugar
(already pretty confiderable) in this tract might
much exceed that of the whole colony; but the
current is fo rapid, the overflowings fo fudden and
fo vaft, that the expence, and perhaps an idea of
the danger of carrying it above the level, have pre-
vented the execution of feveral fchemes that have
been prefented.

Indigo exhaufts the ground in a fhort time ; it is
liable, as well as cotton, to fuffer great injury from
feafons, from worms, and caterpillars, Coffee and
fugar are produtts more fafe and more regular in
returns ; but coffee grounds laft only for a certain
time. Coffee cftates are actually more produétive

# and
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ARTICLE VI

Gaonava, in the vaft bay of the weft, about forty-
five miles in length, and fixteen in average breadth.
As there is water only in one place, and even there
very fcanty, no culture has been attempted; but it
affords (as well as Tortuga) a great quantity and
variety of excellent timber and wood, as mahogany,
cedar, gayae, &c. Caymites are {mall iflands op-
pofite to Jeremy.

Laftly, Jfeavacke, in the fouth, much lefs than
Tortuga, where indigo and cotton are cultivated
with tolerable fuccefs.

St. Domingo has fome manufattures, as diftil-
leries of rum (inferior to Jamaica rum) tanneries,
brick and lime Kkilns, potteries; fome lands for
breeding of cattle, but not fufficient for the fervice
and confumption of the ifland; laftly, about the
towns, it has fmall eftates, from which greens and
vegetables of all forts, milk, butter, fruits, grafs,
fuel, and coals, are fupplied.

Very few lands remain in the pofieflion of his
majefty, and thefe in the moft inacceflible moun-
tains, or in the moft barren places, as the whole
ifland of Gonava. ;

After thefe previous remarks, I fhall ftate the
number and fituation of the different principal eftates
in St. Domingo, in 1789, as follows:
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ARTICLE VL
in the Colony of St. Domingo, in the Year 1789.

Cotton. | Indigo. |Tanneries. | Rum. | Cacao. E}.‘;‘l“‘:' Portaries E:ﬁ
4L Y 496 | e 45 3 | 54 o 1
327 | 1189 — 12 1 -3 4 6
20 79 < 27 " 15 A 3
l
36 243 o 19 3 20 e i
16 17 3 28 6 73 : 9
5 47 T 14 — i 3 7
#9 369 3 4 z 26 2 4
16 10 — S s 19 - 255
81 183 —_ 19 2 33 6 g
30 263 e 8 2 19 y 35
14 —1?2 — s 5 g ' £
i09 137 — e 3 8 a5 .
32 45 — 6 27 ! 15 et s
789 3:150 6 182 54 370 35 3?_.

The progrefs of culture and induftry appears from the comparative
returns of 1788 and 1789, In that period of one year,

Sugar eftate fettled - — iy 1
Eftates improved from brown to clayed fugar — 20
Coffee eftates fettled —_ - — jo7
Indigo ditto -— — — — 53
Cotton ditto — —_— - s 81
Tan houfes ditto —_ —_ — Al 3
Lime Kilns ditto — — — A 57
" Potter works ditto — — — e 1
Brick kilns ditto — — = e 4

There is no particl.flar mention of the other kinds of eftates, which
1 have mentioned at the end of the previous remarks.

T 4 I fhall






ARTICLE VL 83

Raw leather - 1786 3,462 hides,

1787 - = 3931,
1788 - - 7,807
1789 - - 9,080
24,230
Average manufallure = — 6,070 %
Tanned ditto I;;Eﬁ' - = 7,754 half hides,
1787 - - 6,903
1788 - - 5,188
1789 = - 11,446
31,291 : -
Average manufadture — — 7.822 §
Molafles - 1786 - - 21,855 pipes.
1787 - + 25,246
3788 & - 29,503
1789 - - 25794
102,398
Average exportation — — 25,599 1
Rum - - 1786 - = 4,265 hogfheads.
b787 5 S 4ufo
1788 - - 303
17891 = L~ | K98
Average exportation =~ - — 2,4C4
N.B. Some wood, as mahogany and others,
fome caffia, and tortoife fhells, were annually ex-
ported, without paying any duty, which we find
rated, for the year 1789, at - - 1,200,000 L.

It is obferved that, as our rum was very little
demanded abroad, far the greater quantity was con-

fumed at home, and of courfe a vaft quantity of
melafles.

The proportion of the produce in the different
diftriéts 1s prefented in the following retuin :

9. Compa-






ARTICLE V.

Produce, in the different Diftritts, 1789.

|

Cotton. Indigo. |Raw Leather.|Tanned Ditto.| Molaffes. Rum.
= P. H. Hh. Pipes. Hzds.
1,878,999 | 137,951 2643 §  — 5,020 | ==
3,250,890 | 349,819 278 §| 1,710 - 2732

139,887 4,960 6o 6oa -1 4 -
59953 210 27 ey 44 =,
26g,240| 245,117 3,600 ¥ 7,481 | 10,908 —_
32200 L,710 | 1,513 F 1,080 1,651 % 8
35:154 29,181 298 % — 193 20
i 20,861 - 2,823 37 — g2 e
855:447 | 169,305 - - - -
13,672 1,088 — — €s —
19,253 5,701 - - — — —
460,832 | 10,045 84 -— — =
54,786 598 | 121 176 —_— —
7,004,274 | 758,628 | 9,080 ¥| 11,446 25,749 568

which made great quantitics of {ugar, appear to have

fmuggling,

Such
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ARTICLE VI

yet, I muft obferve, that as the public inveltigation
was only directed towards the ftatement of the re-
venue and of its expenditures, the information here
cannot be expected to be {o accurate as in the pro-
duce. However, from the hints found in the public
accounts, and from the. authorities which 1 have
colleéted, I am enabled to ftate pretty exaltly what
relates to commerce, and firlt to that of the mother
country. |

The trade of the colony was open to all the mer-
chants eftablithed in all the ports of the kingdom,
without reftriction, the principal of which were

Marfeilles, Bourdeaux, Rochelle, St. Malo, Bay-

onne, Nantz, Dunkirk, and Havre de Grace.

The merchants, 1n our colonial ports, were 1n
~general agents of the trade of France and of the
planters. They feldom undertook affairs on their
own bottom. But their bufinefs was the more fafe
and profitable on this -account, and it muft be al-
lowed that many of themn were very honeft and very
ferviceable to the planters. A kind of burfe (cham-
bre de commerce) was fettled at the ‘Cape, by
patent. |

The jealoufies and mutual complaints of the
planters and of the traders had ne end.  The
former lamented the price of importations, and chiefly
of negroes, continually increafing, The latter ex-
claimed againit the debts due by the colony, which
they pretended to be little fhort of one hundred
millions. The truth of it is, that both were equally
wrong. ' -

On the one fide, the increafe of the price of com-

modities was the effect of the demand and confump-

tion, enhanced in the gradual proportion of a larger
population, of a more extenfive culture, of an in-
creale alfo of colonial produce, both in quantity
and in price; and of courfe, of a greater profperity.
Belides, it could not be denied, that however rich

the
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the foil was, however aftive and induftrious tim'_'
planters might be, it was only by the advances of
trade that the colony had been fettled and car-
ried to that ftate of profperity which it enjoyed in
1789. :

On the other fide, the debts were much reduced,
in the laft twenty years, and would have been ftill
more fo, if the revolution had not deftroyed the,
colony. Befides, after a long and vaft train of
bufinefs, debts due to trade; fometimes from the
profufion and indelicacy of planters, but more often
from unavoidable accidents and loffes, had not pre-
vented individuals from accumulating immenfe
fortunes in almoft every port of France, entirely
refulting from traffic with the colony ; and upon the
whole, thofe debts which appeared to difgrace the
colony; deferve to be confidered in the light of rub-
bifh, which indifpenfibly remains after building a
vaft and ufeful fabrick,

The French fhips which have fold their cargoes;
in the different harbours of this ifland, were

Ships. Tons. Men.
2787 532 172,900 13300
1788 — 78 202,350 16,950
1789 - 577 184,525 | 14,425

~ Of thefe the following were Guineamen, and the
negroes imported by them were (2),

Ships. Negroes.
1787 = 110 | 30,839
1788 —_ g8 29,566
T £ S 99 27,212

N. B. A premium of 300 livres was granted by
his majefty, for every negro imported. into the
fouth, as an encouragement for promoting the cul=
ture of that department.

“(a) The negroes were fold on beard the fhips,
The




ARTICLE VIL

"The importations were,

1788. Eatable provifions, according to Livres Corrency,
the currentprices =— — 38,719,840
Dry goods —_— -  39,008,6c0
Sundr]r other articles — 8,685,600
The negroes, at the average price
of 2,090/ z s the premium
granted in the fouth deduéted 60,569,190

Total == — 146,973,230

1789, Eatable provifions == — 20,862,145
Dry goods — — 25,572,000
Sundry other articles —_— 5,039,000
Negroes as above - — 58,070,884

Total == — 110,208,029

Importamns, :?SE - — 140,973,220

1789 —_ - 119,208,029
Total = == — 266,181,249

Average proportion of importations 133,090,634 10 —

The exportations, as has been feen,
amounted 0 the ave- :
ragerate of == 189,894,515 livres

The exportations by fo=

reign fthips, which

“ will be feen, muft be
deduéted =— — 6,426,106 17 3%
' c— L: s' nl
Remainder = —_ :33,4.63.303 29
Avcragc importations = - 133,090,629 10 —
By the balance of which, the exportations
(the dollars not included) exceeded the
importations by =~ e e - 5o,3:r:f,:r;r3 1z 6
——

Paragraph II.  Foreign Trade.

The toleration of foreign trade had been an object
of long difpute and ftruggle between the plantcr:i
an

89

4. Impor-
tations.

e
Balanee:
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In the year 1784, his majefty adopted another
plan, and a law was enacted in his council, of which
thefe are the chiefarticles:

The foreign thips, above fixty tons, were admitted
anto the three pl‘lnClpal ports of Port-au-Prince,
tie Cape, and the Cayes, in exclufion of all others.

The articles of importation were boards, ftaves,
fhingles, timber, and all kinds of wood, chiefly for
dying; coals, live cattle of every kind, falt beef,
cod-fith, and falted fith; Indian corn and its flour,
peafe, beans, and vegetables 5 raw or tanned leather,
fkins, rozin, tar, and pitch.

The exportations remained, as formerly, confined
to molaffes and rum; but goods of importation
from France were allowed to be re exported.

The duty upon exportations and 1mportations
was one per cent. of the value, and, moreover, three
livres per head upon falt beef, cod-filh, and falted
filh. Thefe duties were defigned as a premium for
the importation of the above falted articles by the
French, an encouragement which had very lictle
effect, as our navigation was expenfive, and, wanted
thofe more pmﬁtable branches to fupport it, which
were at hand. :

A kind of cuftom houfe (bureau d’entrepdt) was
eftablithed, cither to collect the duty or to prevent
fraud. Tt was compoled of a diretor, of a receiver
and of fearchers. Frefh diretions were given to
_the naval ftation to watch over interlope (as well as
to the domaine floops maintained by goverament).
It is but juitice to fay, that the officers of our navy
were not {low to obey. nor perhaps averfe to the
profits accruing from the captures. It muft, how-
ever, be owned, that no means can effectually pre-
vent fmuggling in a coalt {o extenfive, and {o full
of fmall bays and creeks, as that of St. Domingo.

By the law of 1784, all nations were pla<ed vpon
the fame footing. But the greateft part of foreign

trade

gl

6.
Laft Law-
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Importations; value in cafh,
L. 8. D.
1788 — - 17,005,392 11 3
1789 — = 17,224,776 6 4
Balance of 1789. |
L. 5. D.
Importations — == 17,224,776 6
Exportations = . — 6,426,100 17 3

3 10,798,670 3 1
¥rom that balance mult be deduéted the fol-
lowing articles :
L. + 8. Y.
Commifiions of agents 591,268 1 7
Charges and expences 1,208,400 — —
Pilots, admiralty, &c. 368,950 3 8

Duaties of all kinds 474,243 — —
. e - 2,703,861 § 3
The real balance was — 8,004,800 3 10

in favour of foreigners, which the Americans muft have ex-
ported in fpecie,

For the encouragement of the South, the go-
vernor had permitted, perhaps without proper au-
thority (May gth, 1789) the importation of ne-
groes by foreigners into that departmment, liable to
a duty of 45 livres per head. We find that the
hegroés impotted in that year, were 602.

Livres.
Sold for — — e 1,314,147
The duty amounted to — 19,755

Balance alfo exported in cafh, was 1,294,392

—

Paragraph 111, Land Trade.

I havé mentioned a trade in -black cattle for the
fhambles, carried on with the Spanith partof St.
Domingo, under the exprefs authority of govern-

Ua ment,

93

8. Impors
tations.

9.
Balance,
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ceive, and veffels to tranfport the different articles
to town, and carry back the provifions, at a ftated
freight and commiffion.

All thefe coafters were liable to certain regula-
tions, the violation of which was cognizable, either
by the admiralty court, or by that of common

law.

Portuguefe gold, and Spanifh gold or filver, were
the principal current coins here. Thefe were alfo
confidered as merchandizes, the dollars more
particularly, being an objet of exportation to
France.

The ideal denominations were livres, fols and
deniers; the livre worth 20 fols, and the fol 12
deniers. The currency was fuch, that two French
livres amounted here to three livres,

As to cffettive money, it confifted of Portugueze
johannas, half-johannas, and quarters, worth 132,
66, and 33 livres.

Spanifh gold confifted of doubloons, half-dou-
‘bloons, and quarters.

Silver money ofdollars, half-dollars, and quarters,
Next, of bits, double-bits, and half-bits.

Formerly, the doubloons were worth 120 livres.
Some were not milled, and however much adulte-
rated (as well as Portugueze coin) paffed at full
value, and their frattions in proportion. - About
the year 1772, it was enalled that both thould pafs
only for their value, according to weight.

About the fame time it was imagined, and rather
inconfiderately adopted, that exportation of money,
by which circulation was hampered, would be
effeCtually prevented if the nominal value were
raifed.

The doubloon was accnrdmnly raifed from 120
to 126 livres, and its frattions in proportion; the
dollar from 10 bits to 11, or from 7 livtes 10 fols, ro

U 3 8 livies

I,

Speeje.
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But however that may bej it is certain that a general
contempt of religion, and profligacy of manncis,
were fatal and unfortunate circumftances In our
colonies. Planters ought to have confidered, that
moral influences ought to have been employed, as
the beft means of keeping fo great a number o
flaves in fubjection; for as fuperflition has great
power over people of this clafs, an exterior 0b-
fervance of religion, and a regard to moral duues,
would have formed one of the fureft bonds of order
and fubmifiion in domeltick ceconomy.

The following was the religious eftablifhmentof 2. Efa-
Ihf.‘ culnn}'. ihment,

The miffions confifted of an apoflolick prefef and
a certain number of priefts. There was a vicar
appointed in every parith by the prefect, and under
his direction, - The prefect himfelf was appointed
by his majefty, and received from the pope certain
of the leffer difpenfing powers of the bithops ; but
he had noune of the jurifdition of the ordinary. In
the parifhes where population was confliderable, the
vicars had one or two affiftant priefts,

Tithes were entirely unknown in the colony (‘¢)

1 have already obferved, that the vicars had a -
certain falary, fixed and paid by the freeholders of
the refpective parithes, ‘I he¢y hadalfo fome ftated -
cafual perquifites for mafies and burials. Gratuines
for marriages and baptilms were entirely voluntary.
From what [ have faid (Art. the 5th, No. 19.) it is
obvious that the freehold of the church and its ap-
Furtenances was vefted in the body of the parifh.

n the country in general, the vicar had the ule of a
certain extent of land, and fometimes of a few ne-
groes belonging to the church.

(a) Dr, Adam Smith (vol. 2, page 174) exprefsly fays, « that in the
¢ French, as well as in the Bpanith and Periuguele eolonics, the ecclefial-
¢ tical government is oppretlive ; that tithes take place ; that there is a
# numerous race of mendicant [l‘jﬂrﬁ, whoarea ﬂhﬂ.t‘gc upun pour jmnplc H
% that clergy are the greateft ingrofiers of land,”

It is to be lamented, that the beft writers receive too often wrong
information upon faéts, of which they cannot be themfelves judges.

{ A ¢ The
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raifed, and another fugar eftate, at Cavillon, farmed
for 25,000 livres. :

The property of the Jefuits, in the north, con-
fifted in a large fugar and in a coffee eftate, which
were fold for the benefit of their creditors.  They
had alfo, at the Cape, a large fpace of ground with a
ftately houfe, which afterwards belonged to his ma-
jefty, in which the governor was lodged, and where
the courts fat, As the Capuchines had no property,
an annual fupply of fix thoufand livres wasallowed
them from his majefty’s treafure.

There was at the Cape a convent of nuns for 4.
the education of the fex. Their property was a Education,
pretty extenfive houfe and garden, and a public
chapel, and on the neareft mountain, a fmall eftate
where provifions and vegetables were cultivated for
their confumption. T hey principally {ubfited from
the penfions paid by the young ladies committed to
their care.

I fhall curforily obferve, that the greater part of
oung people of fortune, of both fexes, were fent
{Dme for their education, a fyftem encouraged by
government, as tending to cement the connection
of the colony with the mother-country, fo that
public fchools, for reading, writing, and arichmerick,
were eftablifbed in the principal towns (under the
infpection of the police) only in latter times, though
(as far as refpects a certain clafs ‘of people) it would
perhaps have been better that fuch feminaries had
not been permirtted.

The management of the royal hofpitals, at the | &,
Cape and l.cogane, was in the hands of the charity Hofpials,
friars, and the fupply was from the convent at Paris,

The intendant made a bargain with them for the
officers, foldiers, and feamen. At Port-au-Prince,
Cayes,and other places, there were other contra&ors.
The higheft rates which T find recorded, are 15
hivres per day for the officers, 4 livres $ fols for the

foldiers
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find maintenance till they were capable of thifting for
themfelves. Thefe houfes, by feveral gifts, bequefts,
and grants from the government, were become con-
fiderable civil hofpitals. They were under the
adminiltration of a board, compofed of the attorney-
general, a fow members of both courts, and fome re-
putsble citizens, under the {uperior authority of the
intendant ("2 ). |

As I have mentioned, in this article, eftablithments
of public inftruction, I fhall take notice of royal
printing houles fertled at the Cape and Port-au-
Prince, and of a literary affbciation at the Cape,
which, in 1789, had been favoured with a charter,
under the title of royal fociety of fciences and arts. It
might, in procefs of time, have heen improved fo
as to be of fervice, ifits enquiries had happened for-
tunately to be properly directed. ' |

ArT, IX. THE MiLiTARY ESTABLISHMENT.

The eftablifhment of the army in St. Domingo,
in time of peace, confifted of two regiments of toot
and a brigade of artillery, recruited from France,
Thefe fupplied the garrifonsin the different parts of
ghe ifland.

101

2. Royal
Society,

Y.
Army,

There was a regiment known by the name of the 2. Regi-
regiment of Port-au-Prince, another by that of ™™

the Cape. The uniform was plain, without any
vain parade of expenflive thow, and without the in-
cumbrance of lace. They were entirely under the
authority of the minifter of the marine,

(a) In the year 1787,a ﬁmj!ar eltablithment was made at Port-au-
Prii ce by the commander i chief and the intendant, which was not of
#urﬁ].il_:r.x on account of the sevolution,

Thefe
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cloth, and linen waiftcoats, breeches, and leg-
gins, for the days of parade.

The two regiments were lodged in large beauti-
ful barracks of the king’s, at the Cape and Port-au-
Prince.

The difcipline and adminiftration of the regi-
ments were minutely fcttled by the ordinance of De-
cember 10th, 1784. The reviews were made every
month, by the commiffary charged with the depart-
ment of the war, to ftate the pay and rations.

The governor, as has been faid, was infpectora
general of the troops, artillery, militia, and fortifi-
cations.

The colonial brigade belonged to the corps royal of ﬂn;‘,{ﬂ%‘

artillery of France (ordinance of the king’s, Oéo-
ber 24th, 1784.) |

A brigade was compofed of four companies of
cannoneers bombardeers, at the head of which was
immediately a brigade-mafter -(chef de brigade);
- but as the brigade was only part of a regiment
diftributed in all the French colonies, and which had
field officers, a colonel direfior of artillery and an
adjutant major were ftationed in St. Domingo.

The companies confifted of a

Caprtain in command ---"I

A fecond captain — g lid :

A firft leutenant __ ( commiffioned
A fecond lieutenant it officers.

A third lieutenant — ]

A ferjeant major —
A ferjeant harbinger clerk —
Five ferjeants —
Five corporals =
Five appointees
Five fire-workers

y non-commif~
fioned ditto.

1111

Five
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” ARy 1 Livres.
Captains in command (¢) — 5,850 per ar,
Second ditto  — 4,050

Firft lieutenants — — 3,000
Second ditto - — 2,850
Third ditto —— — 2,700
Serjeant majof — - J;170
Serjeant harbinger clerk =~ = 769 10
Corporals - - 486
Appointees =~ == — 364 10
Fire-workers — — 324
Iirft clafs—Cannoneers-bom-

bardeers — - 283 10
Second ditto—Dirtto — 216
A pprentices —_— = 189
Drummers | - —283 10

Company of Artificers.

Serjeant major ~ — — 1,440
Serjeant harbinger clerk  — 769 10
Corporals — - 594
Appointees - — — §£3
Artificers —firft clafs - 472 10
Ditto — fecond ditto - 364 10
Apprentices  — — 297
Drummer  ~—= — 283 10

L3

All pay, in general, was augmented by a quarter,
in time of war. The fame ration allowed to the
infantry,

In time of aCtual war, and under the aétivity of
field-fervice, an allowance was granted to the
officers, at the pleafure of the governor and ina
tendant.

(@) To the firlt of them, as alfo to the fenior captain in command
of aruficers, an addition of 450 hvres was allowed,

x The
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only means to be depended upon, and on that

account no iman ought to repine at thofe hardthips.
The mildnefs of our government was exceedingly

defective in this refpect; and when the revolt broke -

out, the inhabitants were found almoft defencelefs
in fome places. The inconvenience was felt; but
too late.

Our militia, in time of peace, was only bound
to appear at four annual reviews, for the infpec-
tion of their arms, ammunition, and vniform. Even
that was confidered as a grievance, and was indi-
vidually eafily difpenfed with. In time of war,
they were obliged to guard for eight days, by turns,
the refpective forts and batreries difperfed over the
coafts, which fervice was often turted into rendez-
voufes of entertainment and jollity.

The eftablihment of the militia had f{uffered
many alterations; even a foolith governor had
once abolithed it. I will mention the fyftem efta-
blithed in the year 1768, and fome modifications
which were prefciibed in 1787.

The whole ifland was divided into fixteen quar-
ters; five in the north, five in the fouth, fix in the
weft, eich comprehending four or five contiguous
parithes. Iach quarter furnifhed a battalion, under
a commander, 2 major, and an adjutant-major.

‘The companies of infantry, in the parithes, were
officered by a captain, a lieutenant, and an enfign,
and confifted of 2 lerjeants, 8 corporals; 40 privates,
and a negro or mulatto drummer.

The companies of horfe confifted of a captain,
a lieutenant, an enfign, 2 quarter-mafters; 8 briga-
diers, and 40 dragoons; but the number of privates
and drageons could not always be ftri¢tly adhered
to.

The fenior captain, had the command in his
parifh, and was allowed an adjutant under him.

b SR Sl There
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from this fervice, as well as the knights of St. Lewis,
and penfioned veteran officers of the army, and the
members of the boards of agriculture; but they
were bound to keep two mufkets in good order,
four pounds of gunpowder, and twelve of bullets,
and liable to infpection, a regulation very much ne-

gh:ﬂeﬁ. _
I am not able to ftate the number of the militia

in St. Domingo ; but 1 {uppofe it had been little
thort of eight or ten thoufand men in 1789, if the
laws had been ftrictly executed,

In 1787, another regulation was made, on ac-
count of fome pretenfions of a dangerous tendency
ftarced by the commanders of battalions. The bat-
talions were fuppreffed. The militia of each parith
was diftinét, and directly fubordinate to the com-
manders of the diftrits. A commander in each
parith was to be appointed, by the governor, from
among the captains of the companies thereof. The
‘militia was to confift of companies of foot, grena-
diers, fufiliers, artillery, and dragoons. The enfigns
of companies were fupprefifed, and forme alterations
alfo took place in the numbers of privates and non-
commiflioned officers. The age of fervice was
fixed from 15 to 55 years. Every planter was
bound to fupply the militia with three white men,
himfelf included, if he owned eighty negroes and
upwards. '

As all the towns of St. Domingo ({fome of them
perhaps too large and populous) had been placed
u ]pt}n the coalts, for the convenience of commerce,
all the fortifications were alfo direfted towards ex-
terior defence, no other want being ever fo much
as forefeen or fitfpected. Yet thofe who had con-
{idered better the extent of the coafts, and the nu-
merous places where defcents could be effected,

without poffibility of oppofing them effectually,
X 3 were

I3

6. Fortifie
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idea than the aftual fituation warrants; becavfe,
however difficult it is to frame good laws, it is fhll
eafier to find legiflators endowed with knowledge,
and difengaged of paffion and felf intereft, than to
meet with a whole nation ready to obey laws which
may thwart private views and interefts, or magif-
trates cn every occafion facrificing their own pur-
ofes and affections in the execution of their duty.

Qur fettlements in the Weft Indies are, doubtlefs,
more liable to this inconvenience than other coun-
tries. They are at a great diftance from the centre
and fource of power. People, whom want hath
forced from their homes (not to fpeak of thofe
whom ill conduft hath driven into the colonies)
aftuated by ambition to go in queft of riches to
the fartheft extremities of the world, through the
ftorms and dangers of the fea, and who are eager
to return {peedily to their country with an accu-
mulation of wealth, are much lefs influenced by
refpet for the laws than by interefted views. Ma-
giftrates and officers entrufted with power cannot
well be perfectly free from this general difpofition.
The planters themfelves are, by degrees, infected
with the contagion, in as much as the rage of going
to France, with the means of enjoying a higher de=-
gree of the luxuries of life and refinements of pleafure,
pcrvades them, and alienates them, as it were, from
their own country.

Thus felfithnels and covetoulnefs take the lead;
public {pirit is not known. Rabbers or highway-
men are not heard of, becaufe a {fmall induftry fup-
ports men of low condition; but every one tries
to make the moft of his fituation or employment,
to raife [peedily a large fortune, and in the execution
of this favourite fcheme the effe@ is more regarded
than the means. At the fame time, the climate
inflames other paflions, The means of gratifying
the paffions are obyious and cafy, Profligacy of

X 4 _ MAanners
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eontent myfelf with fome general remarks, and that
with reluétance.

Before the period of the French revolution, a
fanatical fociety exifted in France, which aimed at
the general emancipation of flaves. This fociety
united itfelf with that of the Jacobins, which held
out {till more extenfive principles of political liberty.
Agents were neceffary in the colonies to forward
thefe views, and the people of colour, who were
known to be difgufted at their actual ftate of de-
preflion, were fuppofed to be inftruments fit for
this purpofe. The events, which happened in St,
Domingo were unfortunately fuch as aided too ef-
fectually in promoting their fcheme.

As foon as the news of the firlt revolt in Paris
arrived in St. Domingo, the populace of our great
towns became infected with the example, and drop-
ped the mafk of fubordination, Their numbers
and infolence overawed the government, and as
many men of property, but of mean education, were
intoxicated with the fpirit of revolt, the few men of
reflection and forefight, who ranged on the fide of
adminiftration, were unable to refitt the torrent,
The democratic party took the lead in the popular
affemblies that were then formed. In thefe, the
negroes faw the dangerous example of numbers
‘bearing down authority formerly refpeéted ; an ex-
ample moft impolitic and dangerous in its confg-
quences.

The people 6f colour claimed a fhare in thofe
pretended advantages which the ruling party of the
whites promifed themflves by the revolution, and
infifted upon the equality of rights, which the law
of 1685 had afligned to them, but which they had
never been permitted to enjoy. The jealowy and

ride of the affemolies took the alarm. The peo-
ple of colour becanic the objects of fevere perfe-
gution ; but notin a fifuation to hope for victory by
open

11§

1. Revola-

tiun.
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rigidly maintained. They then laid their plan of
ruin, by oppofing the different parties to each other,
Firft, government was overturned by the patriots;
next, the patriots yielded to the mulattoes. The
towns of Port-au-Prince and the Cape, more po-
pulous than at former periods, gave umbrage to
the commiffioners. They atracked Port-au-Prince,
and put it under the abfolute dominion of the. mu-
lattoes. Jeremy had entirely fubdued or expelled
this clafs of men, and thus preferved property and
the fubmiffion of the negroes. The commifiaries,
in the aé of preparing to march againft it, were
called to the Cape, where a party was feemingly
formed by general Galbaud, to oppofe their views
and overturn their authority. Arrived at this place
with a numerous train of mulattoes, affifted by the
negroes of the town, whom they eafily corrupted, by
the prifoners taken out of the gaol, and by the
brigands of the country, with whom they had
for a long time entered into correfpondence ;
moreover, aflifted by the incapacity, cowardice, and
perhaps treachery of general Galbaud himfelf, they
plundered and reduced the town to afhes almoft
entirely. A great number of whites were butchered.
‘The greater part of the others efcaped to America,
with Galbaud, by means of a large fleet, which was
then in the harbour. The fitvation of thofe who
remained was truly pitiable ; a thocking flavery under
thofe who had been formerly their own flaves.
‘The mulattoes were now no longer an obftacle to
the fcheme of the commiffiries. General liberty
was proclaimed in the north by Santhonax. In the
weft and fouth, fuch proprietors as remained, were
compelled by Polverel to grant the negroesa ge-
neral and perpetual emancipaticn.

Confufion was now complete, the power of the
gommiffarics was almoft uncontrouled and the ex-
puifion or deftruction of what remained of white

| . proprietors
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proprietors was purfued with eagernefs, Jeremy
remained alone free, but fenfible that it could not
re(ift long, application was made to Jamaica for
protection. ‘The Mole, where a great number of
whites had taken refuge, and Bombarde, followed
the example. Thefe places, and the extenfive diftrict
of Jeremy, were furrendered to commodore John
Ford, in the month of September 1793; St. Marc
with its territory, Leogane, and Larcahaye, were
taken pofleflion of in the fame manner; and Jean
Rabel was taken without refiftance, in the following
month of January. Some forces having been fent
from Jamaica and from England, Tiburoon and
Port-au-Prince "alfo yielded, with the borough and
territory of Croix des Bouquets.

In the mean time the Spaniards, having taken into
their pay a grear number of our revolted negroes,
took pofleffion of Verites, Mirbalais, Grand-bois,
and Gonayves, in the welt; of Fort Dolphin, Wana-
minth, Gros Morne, and the Borgne, in the north,
by voluntary capitulations. They were, however,
afterwards expclied from all thofe places, except
Fort Dolphin, which they furrendered at the con-
clufion of peace with the French republick., In
fact, their power was at all times precarious, apd
their intentions fufpicious. A great number of
Frenchmen, who had come from America to Fort
Dolphin, were maflacred by the negroes in the
Spanith pay, (July 7th, 1794) a garrifon of 1000
men being, during this aét, under arms on the pa-
rade, without attempting to prevent i, and even
driving back the poor wretches who fought for
fhelter in their ranks.

Mirbalais and Grand-bois were taken by the
Englith, and afterwards Banica, a Spanifh territory

- of great importance, in the view of giving eafy accels

by land into the north of the French colony, I
I+]
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in the mean time, Jeanrabel; Bombarde, Tibu-
roon, and Leogane have been entirely loft, as allo
the territory belonging to St. Marc, which icfelf
was narrowly faved by the bravery of lieutenant-
colonel Bri/bane, and the zeal of the inhabitants
and garrifon. The limits of Jeremy become
daily more circumfcribed. It is frequently an-
noyed by the incurfions of the brigands, who have
burned a great number of eftates and carried away
the negroes. There are military pofts in the moun-
fain near Port-au-Prince, and in the territory of
Croix des Bouquets, Grand-bois, and Mirbalais ;
yet thele difiricts are by no means fecure from
inroads.  Culture juft now begins to be attempted,
but it is attempred with diffidence, difficulty, and
danger, in the rich plain of Croix des Bouquets,
where almoft all the eftates have been lately burned
by our own troops, under pretence that they were
lurking places for the brigands. Mirbalais, Lar-
cahaye, Grand-bois, and the central parts of Jeremy;
are the only quarters where the plantations are cul-
tivated in peace; and even the limits of Larcahaye
are by no means fecured.

In the month of March, 1766, an attempt was
made againft l.eogane, which failed of fuccefs.
Bombarde, an infignificant place, was taken in the
month of June, but evacuated in lefs than a2 month.
Since that period, except in the accidental poffef-
fion of Banica, no attempt to conquelt has been
made.

Such is the ftate of the Britith part of St. Do-
mingo, as far as refpeds conqueit and progrefs of
arms (March 1ft, 1797). *

It is only fince the arrival of his excellency Sir 4. Bing
Adam Williamion, (May, 1795) that our govern- goven-
ment can be faid to have affumed any thing of fyf- T
tematic form,  Previous to that period, every

commanding
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tions, coldnefs and neglet fometimes bordering up-
on jealoufy or fcorn have been perceived. Atall
times, intruders and intriguers have had more
weight than the privy council; nay, regulations
exift in the very records of the courr, written or
corre(ted in the margin by the mifcreants who
fuggefted and obtained them for their own be-
nefit.

The governor has all the powers which were
formerly divided between the governor-general and
the intendant; a burthen too heavy for any man,
whatever may be his abilities ; {till more {o for a
military man, a ftranger in the country, a ftranger
to the laws, and fometimes to the languace; at a
period too when altive war muit be carried on, and
when all the branches of adminiftration and police
require to be re-eftablifhed anew,

Thus the old fyftem of our adminiftration is
altered. The agent general, or the commiffary
general of the trealury, has no other power or charge
but to pay accounts where he finds the fignature of
the general. If it fhould happen that he is nota
competent judge of the Prﬂlgl'iﬂf-}“ or impropriety of
expence ; 1f in the hurry of immenfe bufinefs he is
either miftaken or artfully deceived, the commiffary
general has no right to make an objection. Befides,
no formalities are preferibed, no precautions are
taken, at a time when they are more than ever
neceflary. 'The money of his majefty is difpofed of
by the governor exattly as if it were his own; and
fignatures may be extorted, at unguarded times,
which may e¢nable mifcreants to fecure millions for
themfelves.

The fecretary of the governor has very large
fees for all expeditions, and always a very great in-
fluence. This has in a great meafure been one of
the grear caufes of abufive expence, Civil places

unheard
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unheard of were created; military corps of officérs
formed and paid, which have few; or are without
foldier. Even commiffions, both civil and militaryy
were ridiculoufly given for places which are yet in
the power of the enemy (4 ).

The judicial fyftem Has been re-eftablithed muchin

the fame form as formerly (as alfo all the minifterial
officers belonging to it); a {uperior council at Port-
au-Prince, as alfo an inferior court of common law.
Inferior courts likewife at Jeremy, at St. Marcs, and
at the Moale, inftead of Port Depaix. The pro-
ceedings® are the fame, in civil and criminal cafes,
as they were before 1787. They are determined
by the ancient laws, as {ar as new regulations do not
interfere. The falaries of the members of the fu-
perior council are 2¢,000 livres, thofe of the prefi-
dent and atforney general had been fecded ar 24,000
Tivres; thefe indeed had fecured to themfelves cer-
tain new fangled fees, whicli might have become ex-
orbitant, but which were fippreffcd A chief juftice
was eftablithed, and as his falary was pretended to
be fixed by the miniftcr at go,oco livres, the at-
torney general claimed the fame annual fum, and
was not refufed.
_ The courts of admiralty have not been re-efta-
blithed ; only a commiffioin has been appointed by
the governor, of which the late agent general was
the principal member, to decide upon the cafes of
interlope and {muggling.

In confequence of fome jealoufy or other of the
civil power, government was betrayed into a pro-
clamation of martial law (of which the Britifh mi-
litary men feem to be extremely fond) pretended to
be dire@ted by his majefty, the firft efftét of which
(how warrantable I cannot fay) was to {uipend every

¢a) Namely, of cclonels of negro corps for almoft all the parithes
in the nurthy for all thele the fecretary had his fee, h
funétion
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funétion of the courts. - But to thefe the governor
has, after many esmplaints, again allowed a {canty
precarious portion of their foriner juriidiction.

The finallelt knowledge of the cenititution of
our government would have prevented this miftake,
The promulgation of martial law (in the fenfe in
which it has been underltood here) can only be
neceffary in a country where the military is natu-
rally fubordinate to the civil power, and only ad-
mitted under emergencies where active and forcible

- authority is required to quell public diforders. In
this country, government being entirely military,
and the civil power in {lri¢t {ubordination to it,
martial law is an abfurdity; as much an abfurdity
as it would have been under the abfolute govern-
ment of Wiiliam the Baftard. The formal exiltence,
however, of martial law, puts a ftop to the legal re~
drefs of all civil or criminal injuries. 1f the fubjeét
may ftill expelt perfonal fafety from the {word, he
fuffers in his property. Other inconveniences re-
fulting from its rule may be ealily perceived, as
upon reprefentation made, in an inftance where a
wrong cxertion of power had been exercifed, the
anfwer returned was, that in time of martial law the
governor might do whatever be pleafed, and the courts
bad no right to reprefent, '

The duty of octroi is raifed at the Englith cuftom  *,,
. houfes ; a commiffion of five per cent. is granted to Revenue,
ethe collector; a charge much greater than the former
falary of the receivers. The duty upon exporta-
tions is the fame as formerly for Britifh veffels, but
double for the Americans. The latter pay alflo the
duties preferibed by the law of 1784, and the
occident demefne duty only, at the rate of 63 per
cent.
The following is a return, which I have from
good authority, of the duties colictted from the
20t
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diftrefles of many families, fallen from wealth into
mifery and want. In alleviation of thefe calamities,
he granted fuch a finall allowance, which, from par-
ticular confiderations, and in fome inftances by dint
of importunity or impofition, was enlarged in favour
of fome individuals; an expence which (asthe late
agent general ufed to fay) was very little, and too
honourable for the Britith nation, and too well fuited
to attach the French to their government, to be ever
withdrawn; yet in latter times it has been moft
unmercifully and i judicioufly abridged, though more

roper objects of reform and retrenchment have not
Eeen' meddied with. '

I muft here take notice of what relates to the
cftates of abfentees, attually fuppoied to be in the
territory of the republic. The proceeds of thele
have been direted, by an a& of parliament, to be
fequeftered, and depofited in the hands of govern-
ment, for the benefit of the proprictors ; a meafure
which may afford a temporary aid in defraying of
expence. General William{on had fettled the ma-
nagement of this bufinefs as well as he could, ac-
cording to the views of the at of parliament. But

it has o happencd, that the managers have not been .

compelled . to render an account; or, if they have,
they all (except one) had {o artfully arranged the
bufinefs, that after admitting great receipts, they ftiil
appeared to be creditors; a circumftance certainly
very extraordinary, but which has never yet been
properly invefigated.. In confequence of this, in-
terefted perfons propofed another method of ma-
nagement, namely, the farming of all thofe eftazes ;.
but as the very fame perfons were to be appointed
for this purpofe, they took care to make themfzlves
perfect mafters of the management, to free them-
felves from the fhackles of formalities, and, that no
controul might reftrain them, they extorced a pro-
hibition, forbidding the courts to take cognizince
ARG of
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Though it appears reafonable that the American
trade, which feeds. the Britith eolony, fhouid be ene
couraged, it lies actually under very great reftric-
tions as to importations, after having been much
induleed under general Williamfon. The confe-
quence is, that, at the prefent moment, the price of
bread 1s raifed more than double, and the {tores at
Jeremy and Port-au-Prince are full of produce, for
which there is no demand.

The colonial fea trade is almoft -entirely anni-
hilated by the brigand privateers, and chiefly by the
barges of Leogane and Gonaives, which find fhelter

12?

in places where our fhips cannot purfue them. The

misfortune is, that thefe barges are moftly manned
by our very failors, who deferted to the republick
for want of employment, while fimall vefizls might
have been fitted out for the protetion of our
coafts.

Since the declaration of war with the Spaniards (),
cattle and meat begin to be very {carce at the
Mole, St. Marcs, and Jeremy; Port-au-Prince being
yet tolerably fupplied from ihe limits of Mirbalais
and Grand-bos.

All articles of confumption are exceedingly dear,
lefs from {carcity than from the diminifhed value
of money, in confequence of the immenfe mafls

brought into circulation, on account of the expences
of government.

The population of the whites is much decreafed
in all the parts of the ifland, as might be expected,
from the mafiacres, the hardihips, and the emigra-
grations which have taken place; though feveral
have returned to the ports in pofleflion of the Bri-
tifh, and a great number of emigrants from France

(@) Great hopes have been entertained of the good difpofition of the

S[Fanilh colonifis. 1t is likely that if a grear force had been 1eady.to
affit them, they might have exerted themielves in our {avour; but
-wew all our n:_p:ﬁta:}mu on that account have vaniflied,

. ¥ have
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fon had agreed to it; but fome have been extorted
by deceprion and importunity. i :
The population of the negroes; in the whole co-
lony, may be fuppofed to be reduced to much lefs
than one-half of what it was before the revolution
from various caufes, from war, from failure of im-
portation, from diforders, and from ficknefs, with-
out means of attendance and cure, during a courfe
of fix vears. In parts under the Briuth govern-
ment, fome of thefe caufes have operated, fo that
the eftates are greatly reduced in point of produce,
- from want of hands to work them. . Though fome
alteration may be remarked in the fubmifiion of
negrocs, yet it is amazing that it fhould have fub-
fifted as it has, notwithftanding the examples and
allurements of the republican fyftem daily, almoft,
under their eyes, :

The principal religious eftablifhment has under-
gone no alteration. There is a prefect at Port-au-
Prince. ‘Lhe churches are filled by the fame priefts,
or fuch as have been vacated have been fupplied
with others, and the worfhip and fervice are per-
formed as formerly. However, all the eftates be-
longing to the clergy, or to the hofpitals, are in the
hands of the republicans, except the houfc of mif-
fion at Port-au-Prince.

It is with - grief one is obliged to obferve, that
the vifitations of God have been ineffetual againft
irreligion and profligacy of manners, as mifery has
not checked the habits of luxury. On the contrary,
corruption and libertinifm feem to have taken
deeper roots, being cherifhed by the wicked prin-
ciples preached by the French revolutionitts.

With regard to the military eftablifhment, it is
undeniable that the prefent circumftances required
a great alteration from the old fyftem. Exterior
defence is become needlefs, by the fuperiority of

- X% the
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than for the fake of real fervice: yet field officers
have been appointed for thefe corps, which fcarcely
deferve the appellation of companies.

The eftablifhment of negro corps was regulated
by governor Williamfon. The fyftem of frec-com-
panies was, perhaps, the moft proper, either with
refpeét to ceconomy, or on account of better fer-
vice, but by reafons too obvious he was prevailed
upon to determine, that each parith fhould have a
corps of chaffeurs of five hundred men, officered
by white gentlemen. The negroes were required
to be fupplied by the planters, in the proportion of
one out of fifteen, male or female. They were to
be paid for by government at the rate of 240 dol-
lars a head.

However, fome parifhes have two of thefe corps,
fo that the planters complain of being forced to
contribute beyond what the regulation prefcribes:
fome of the corps alfo exceed the number, being
near a thoufand, while others are incomplete ; ver,
it muft be owned, that the neceflity of a numerous

force of that kind is an excule for ftretching out

the rate.

There are two corps in Jeremy, one at Port-au-
Prince, two at Cioix des Bouquets, one of which,
however, is attached to the legion, one at Mirba-
lais, two at St. Marcs, two at Larcahaye, four un-
complete companies at the Mole, and, at prefent, a
corps (under the name of chaffeurs of the north) ag
Banica (2 ).

The colonels of fome of thefe corps have ob-
tained leave to form fome companies of horfe, a
very expenfive charge, and feemningly contrary to
the purpofe of thefe corps, which are defigned to

(a) It was a delicate attempt to form a whole corps entirely of ne-
groes taken among the brigands, however well affcéted they feemed to
The lalt accounts from Banica ftate, that three or four hundred

¢  -m have deferted to the republic, with their arms und bagzage.

8 purfue
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ment at prefent, independent of Britith troops, and
of foreign troops in Britifh pay.

Such is alfo the general ftate of the Britith pof-
feflions in St. Domingo. Minute dcrails would re-
quire a large volume; yet I muft add, that lately
two pofts have been taken without renltance, in
the Spanith part of the ifland, namely, Sainz 7uan,
near Banica, and Neyba, a place commanding the
communicatioh wich the fouth; but in the prefent
ftate of our forces, perhaps fuch remote pofieflions
cannot be deemed advantageous, and the expence
of feeding chem is immenfe,

+ It appears, that by the accounts tranfinitred from
- the colony, three articles give great difgutt, and are
bitterly complainid of in Loadon ;

Woant of progrefs,
Immenfe expence, and
Mortality of troops.

The truth of thefe charges cannot be denied.
The two former are entirely attributed to the -
e¢ffive governor and commander 1n chief, the larcer
is impuied only to the climate, It is neceffary. that
government and the nation be enabled to form a
right judgment on points fo material; I thall,
therefore, candidly explain the true caufes, as I have
been an ocular witnefs of the circumftances.

With regard to want of progrefs; a memorial,
ftating the fituation -of the coiony, and the means
of fecuring the conqueft, was communicated to the
miniftry fo early as 1794. The number of troops
neceflary was ftated at 15,000 men; but it was
recommmended that they thould be difpatched in one
embarkation, and that it fhould be fo calculated
that they mightarrive about the beginning of Oc-
tober, a period when the feafon begins to be tem-
perate ; but this, unhappily, could not be accom-
plifhed.

Two
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plan; private views feem to have directed the few
operations which were attempted ; for inftance, at
the time that Port-au-Prince was attacked and taken
pofitflion of, the whole French republican govern-
ment and force were at Port Depaix.  That
town was not then in a ftate of defence; the garrifon
was actually ftarving ; it faw no poflibility of re-
treat, as the two adjoining parifhes to the eaft and
fouth were imthe hands of the Spaniards, and the
Englifh in poffeffion of the weft. Thus the conquelt
was eafy, and it would have been decifive, by cutting
off communication between the north and the reft
of the ifland; and it further may be obferved, that
had the republican government been once deftroyed,
the negroesand mulattoes, without head or direétion,
had funk into a ftate of defpondency; the Cape
would have become an eafy conqueft on the arrival
of the firlt reinforcement, and its fituation to wind-
ward, by commanding the whole ifland and the fea,
is of great confequence. Port-au-Prince offered
none of thofe advantages. But the conqueft of it was
preferred, becaufe there was a large fleet in the har-
bour loaded with goods, a rich booty for the conque-
rors. ‘The attempt againft Leogane, the expedition
of Bombarde, were alfo advifed by private interefted
views of another kind. The former had very un-
forcunate confequences, as the admiral was obliged
to be refitring at Jamaica when the laft reinforce-
ment arrived at the Mole, While he was expected,
the troops fuffered, and became fickly on board the

fhips, During this time alfo a republican fquadron,

‘with commiffaries, troops, arms, and ammunition,
entered into the Cape without oppofition.

The feeming independance of the navy forms a
great hindrance to the land fervice, where the co-
operation of a fleet is neceffary to the fuccefs of an
enterprize. It is certain that a very-excellent plan
was fuggefted to, and adopted by general Forbes,

after
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form a clafs of expences very enormous, and in
which rthere has been great abufe, efpecially in
remote places, where the governor, not being able to
fee with his own eyes, is obliged to trult to reprefen-
tations of others. :

General Forbes has been fhocked at the enormity
of expence; he has made fome trifling reforms ;
but he is difficulted in finding a more effoctual
remedy; for when once a tree has acquired growth
and ftrength, however wrong and irregular in its
difpofitien and direction, it requires a very fkilful
hand to lop the parafitical branches, without hurt-
ing or deftroying the exiftence of the tree itfelf.

It is reported that governor Simcoe, who is al-
ready arrived at the Mbole, comes out to at upon
a plan of ftri¢t and regular ceconomy (‘z) ; 1 hope
he may be endowed with all the qualifications ne-
ceffary for this truly herculean tafk, which I confider
as a critical operation for the colony. Great
alarm 1s already {pread among thofe who are highly
penfioned, or in the practice of engrofling the
public money. Honelt well meaning men wili,
as ufual, preferve a refpectful diftance; intriguers
will, as ufual, alfo crowd round him, and contrive to
fneak into his confidence. I really lament his
fituation, as I did that of his refpectable predecefior’s;
1 regret alfo that he is deprived of the aid of two men
defigned to accompany general Abercromby.

It is generally known that the climate of the
Weft Indies is noxious to the conftitutions of Eus
ropeans (). it muft not however be fuppofed

fa! Certainly a man of capacity may reduce the expences, perhaps,
under one half; but the plan talked of ;' bearing down the annual
affiftance from Englind to 300,000 1. iterding, amounts in my opinion
te an aftual deftruétion of the Britith poffeffions in St. Domingo.

(#) There is an old remark, that out of & given number, cne Spa-
niard, two Frenchmen, and thiee Englithmen, w 11 perith in the ast of
affimilation; and the different wmperatires of Spain, France, and
England, as well as the various degrees of intemperance of thie three
nations, agree with this obfervatien. .

A that
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that the uneommon mortality of the troops, which
has taken place, is to be entirely imputed to the
difficuley ofP affimilation. "With proper manage-
ment, many lives miaght have been faved which
have been loft ; nay the greater number of deaths
are actually the effedts of a Wrong treatment.

It would feem, that as miniltry transfer the re-
fponfibility to governors and commanders, prefcrib-
ing no plan, but leaving all operations-to their own
chmce, governors or commanders, on their part,
believe themfelves acquitted in entrufting the livcs
of troops to the care of the medical ftaff;
phylficians have only the charge of the actual ﬁck

the governors are, in reality, entrufted with the

charge of preferving health, by proper difcipline
and proper management. The general opinions,
among the Britith, upon this fubjett, are as wrong as
they can be.

The foldiers wear flannel, and are cloathed in very
heavy cloaths of woollen cloth,

They are allowed full living, and a daily ration
of rum.

They are generally quartered in the towns upon -

the coalls, places particularly unhealthy, and where
the gratifications of the vices of drunkennefs and
incontinence are ealfily attained.

It being fuppofed that exertions of every fort
are fatal to Eumpeam, chiefly in fummer, the fol-
diers are kept in an abfolute ftate of inactivity and
idlenefs, except the duty of guards and fentries,
which affords no variety of “exercife or amufe-

ment (4).

(a) Independent of the daily rations of rum, the foldiers get as
much of it as they pleafe. The officers never watch upon this im-
ortant point ; nay, great numbers of officers fet the example of daily
intemperance 1m| drunkennefs. 'When thus overheated, tever comes
upon tiem ; they are in general treated in the hafpitals on a fuppofition
that their ftomach is debilitated ; cordials are rnnred in; if a few
efcape, and they are not watched in their convalefcent flate, a rtllpic
Lu.ngrally carries them to the grave.

2 The

B b e e i




ARTICLE THE LAST.
. ‘The experience of all the inhabitants of St.
Domingo condemns this practice; to which I am
able to add an opinion of profeflional authority. A
phyfician of the Britith ftaff, of fome length of
fervice and acquaintance with climates, in a me-
moir which I had the opportunity of perufing, has
proved, by conclufive arguments drawn from ex-
perience, that the ordinary fyftem of management
1s fuch as our enemies might advife; that, inftead
of the ordinary equipment, the foldier ought to be
lightly and loofely cloathed, and defended from the
cold of night, when on duty, by a mantle or cloak
rather than a blanket; that he thould live upon lefs
full diet, and be permitted only a fmall and occa-
fional allowance of rum; that European foldiers
fhould be quartered or cantoned in the country,
and efpecially in the mountains, which are generally
healthy, the colonial troops being employed in the
towns and plains; that thus they would be precluded
from opportunities of acquiring or indulging in the
vices and licentioufnefs of towns ; that, though the
cooler feafons are preferable for the bufinefs of war,
yet exertions of body and mind are neceffary at all
times; and that, even in fummer, the marches and
aCtivity of the field, under actual fervice, would
have fewer victims than the fyftem of indolence
adopted at prefent. Further, he is of opinion, that
of fix men who may fall in the country, if one 1s the
vi€tim of climate, the other five are facrificed to
caufes which might in general be obviated. Laitly.
he fays, and the truth of it is obvious, that our enemies
are by no means formidable; and that, with proper
management, and a good plan of condu, the con-
queft prefents little difficulty. I pray to God that
our future governors may attend to this falutary
advice.
It is time to ftop. I wifh this information may
be ufeful to a government and to a nation to which
Z 2 Iam
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I am much indebted and heartily attached. Should
any individuals take offence at my obfervations, I
hope the greater number will allow that I have been
cautious and meoderate, and that I have taken care

to throw the cloak of charity over the fins of my
neighbours.

March 1fl, 1797.

April 7th, 1797.

P.S. I am happy that the time neceffary to
review and correct this work leaves it in my power,
after the preceding details, to give fome comfort to
thofe who wifth for the fuccefs of the Britith arms
in St. Domingo. Governor Simcoe afflumed the
reins of government. about a month ago, and it
feems as if fevere trials had been referved to put
his abilities to the teft. The preceding fupinenefs of
government fuffered the brigands to collect forces
in fome degree formed to difcipline. They have

-attacked, in better order than ufual, feveral polfts.

General Simcoe has oppofed their efforts with
Judgmtnt, altivity, and f] pirit, and has checked
their progrefs effectually, wherewr he has been
prefent. Where he has not been, things have
happened fo afflicting, and fo extraordinary, that
time only and ftri¢t enquiry into the faéts can
enable a man of difcretion to form a judgment of
the real caufes, and of the conduét of fome officers.

- However, the fpirit and capacity of the governor

infpire general confidence. Forces are arrived from
Jeremy, others are expected from Jamaica. There
is no doubt but our lofies will be repaired, and the
infolence of the enemy repreffed. Before the con-

fufion of thefe events, governor Simcoe had began
te
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to penetrate into the bufinefs of civil adminiftrd-
tion, to inveftigate the channels of expenditure, and
to inquire into the means of eftablithing.a fyltem
of ceconomy, in which he is ably affifted by J.
Wiggle{worth, efquire, the commillary-general, a
men of capacity and integrity, Thofe fincerely
attached to the profperity of St. Domingo, fee with
indifference the approaching diminution of their
pecuniary emoluments (@), while thofle eager only
in the purfuit of gdin are overawed. Subordination

alfo is reftored. Thofe who had been accuftomed
~ to objec to, or evade orders given in a feeble and
irrefolute manner, now implicitly and infltantly
obey. Some men of great name, but of little real
merit, begin to lofe influence. Intriguers {till put
cen the mafk, lurk about, and look for oblique
means of accefs; but they are daily difappointed;
and it is heped that they will not again be able to
lay hold of the reins of government.

In fhort, 1t 15 a fubject of univerfal regret, that
general Simcoe was not here two years ago. We,
however, find ourfelves happy in his prefence, at a
critical period (a period perhaps marked for the de-
ftruétion of the Britith colony) and we doubt not,
that if affilted effectually by England, he will ac-
complifh the object- of putting the whole colony
under the dominion of his country,

_{a) The privy council and the fuperior council have offered a great
dm:.mutmn of their falaries ; the planters of Culdelac have offer-d
their negroes to ferve as foldiers ; inftances of zeal and patriotfm

n;:r!i?h could ngt be expelied to happen under a lefs popular and able
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