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[ 209 ]

to accompany his principal in his vifits
to patients, which, in moft inftances,
13 the cafe in the latter years of his
apprenticefhip, perhaps to vifit for hims;
he commands the very beft fource of
medical obfervation, information, and
experience. He fees difeafes at their
commencement; he has it in his power
to mark the progrefs of their {ymptoms,
and, with examples before him, can
more readily be taught to difcriminate
thofe {ymptoms which charadterize the
nature of the difeafe, and which indi-
‘cate the remedies appropriate to its cure,
He anticipates the advantages of attend-
ing the praftice of hofpitals. He is
early trained to habits of thinking and
converfing upon medical fubjeéts, and
1s, as it were, grammatically inftruéted
in pharmacy, and its application. He
15, therefore, initiated, by the beft of all
pofiible means, in a moft effential branch

of medical {cience; and is well pre-
pared































[ 219 ]

Tt might be lower than it is at prefent,
from' the general divifion of the phar-
maceutic part of every druggift’s profit,
amongft apothecaries at large; but there
is no reafon to fuppofe the nation would
pay more for its annual average of
medicines than it does at prefent. The
profeflion would become more refpeét-
able; and it 1s not from the refpetable
part of it that impofitions are to be
apprehended; it 1s from the difreputable
and the ignorant, the man who is large
in promife, but little in capacity. It
i1s not the phyfician, nor the lawyer of
charaéter, but the unqualified empyric,
the petty-fogging attorney, who is
ouilty of knavery and deceit. The
poor would, therefore, become doubly
benefited hereby; they would be almoft
_certain of applying to a man of real
“ability, who, by being at once apprized
of the nature of the difeafe complained
| K 2 of,
























[ 227 T

Corbus,, a: phyfician of the fixteenth
century, who was.accuftomed to receive
his fees only at the termination of his
patients difeafe, defcribes in a facetious
epigram, as regarding the practitioner
at three different times, in three diffe~
rent characters,

Fres medicus facies habet ; unam, quando rogatur,
Angelicam: mox eft, cum juvat, ipfe Deus.

Poft ubi curato, pofcit fua premia, morbo,
Horridus apparet,. terribilifque Sathan¥*..

The entire reftoration then, of retail
pharmacy to the apothecary is, in every
refpect, laudable and juft.. It is con-
fiftent with the requifitions both of com-
‘merce and of the community. Itcould
not, in any inftance, be produétive. of

- * Epigr, lib, 7.
Three faces wears the do&tor: when firft fought-
An angel’s—and a god’s the cure half wroughtz
But, when, that cure complete, he feeks his fee,.
The devil looks then lefs terrible than he,
Keé6 monos






































































































