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6 ' Objeéts of

But colleges and fchools are not the only
places of education. The world itfelf is the
greateft theatre of inftruction, as well as of
aCtion, and the aftual wants and bufinefs of
the age in which men live, form them -for
acting a proper partin it. Truly great minds,

‘without any other hints than thofe which
are fuggefted by their fituation, will hit upon
expedients to remedy abufes, and carry on
improvements. Indeed, few men who have
made any great figure in the world have de-
rived much advantage from what we com-
monly .call their education, in thofe refpects
i which they have diftinguifhed them{elves,
Newton did not learn his {yftem of the world
from Cambridge. The metaphyfical and mo-
ral {yftem of Locke was fo far from being
any thing that he learned at our univerfities,
that it was a long time before it was received
there ; and as to the ftill greater difcoveries
of Hartley in the fame field, 1t is only of late
that they have been fo much as known to
any individuals either at Oxford or Cam-
bridge where he ftudied, and.thofe only a few,
of fo bold a turn of mind, and fuch a fpirit of
free inquiry as are always regarded with fufpi-
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10 Objeéls of

to the founding of which their anceftors, as
well as thofe of the eftablithed church (all
being then equally Roman catholics) alike
contributed, are not wanting in the fupport
of places of Academical education, to which
all perfons, without diftinction, have equal
accefs, and where youth are taught the moft
liberal principles, both in religion and po-
litics, at much lefs expence, and with far
lefs rifque to their virtue, than where they
are taught (if with refpect to thefe important
fubjeéts they are taught any thing at all)
the moft flavith and illiberal ones. But,
my brethren, can any perfon’s fuperfluity
(and every perfon has fomething which comes
under that denomination) be better employed
than in fupporting fuch inftitutions as thefe,
that is, in planting the feeds of virtue, of
genuine, unfop_l}iﬂ:icated Chriftianity, and of
public {pirit, n the rifing generation ?

Better, my brethren, infinitely better,
were it to die rich in fuch good works as
thefe, and thus make the world your heirs,
than give wealth to individuals, for whofe
conduét and liberality you cannot anfwer,
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18 Objeéts of

To thefe corruptions. of genuine Chrif- -
tianity, and alfo to the evidence of the fyftem
itfelf, it 1s of the greateft importance that
young men, who are likely to fee the world,
and have influence in the affairs of it, fthould
in a more particular manner be made to at-
tend. And confidering the very corrupted
ftate of Chriftianity in general, and the pro-
digious increafe of infidelity in confequence
of 1t, there 1s even now a loud call for men
poflefled of the fpirit of apoftles, of con-
feffors, and even of martyrs, men who, with-
out any views to this world, fhall wholly
devote themfelves to the purification and
propagation of the gofpel, that mankind
may again fee what they had the faireft op-
~_portunity of doing in the primitive times, viz.
that a firm belief of Chriftianity 1s capable
of effe¢tually raifing mens” views above this -
world, and making them only attentive to
their intereft, and that of their fellow-crea-
tures, in artother. The evidence of fo clear
and fteady a faith in fome, efpecially if they
be refpeable for their ability, ‘their know-
ledge, and difintereftednefs, cannot but have
a happy effet upon great numbers, leading

them
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23 Objects of

blithed by councils, and the articles of it
were univerfally confidered as things to be
received, and maintained, or at moft explained.
Nothing remained to be quefiioned, or pro-
perly difeuffed ; and as there were no unbe-
lievers, at leaft none who durft avow their
unbelief, it could not occur to any perfon,
that the evidence of revelation was any ne-
~ceffary article of academical inftruétion. I
believe, however, 1t 1s peculiar to our Eng-
lith univerfities to require an abfolute fub-
fcription to complex articles of faith, which
it 1s 1mpofiible they can have ftudied, and
which it is not generally fuppofed that they
have even read. How dangerous a practice
muft this be with refpet to young minds,
precluding all rational inquiry, and initiating
them in infincerity, at an age when it is pe-
culiarly neceflary to inculcate the firicteft
regard to truth and virtue. '

It 1s therefore from Diffenters alone, not
fhackled by the fetters of our umverfities,
that free inquiry into matters of religion
can be expetted. It is in fuch places of
education as ours, and in fach only, that
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30 -OJ_?;‘E&I of

tion of our youth, is the new light which
is now almoft every where burfting out in
favour of the civil rights of men, and the
great objeCts and ufes of civil government.
While fo favourable a wind is abroad, let
every young mind expand itfelf, catch the
rifing gale, and partake of the glorious en-
thufiafm ; the great objects of which are the
flourithing ftate -of {cience, arts, manufac-
tures, and commerce, theextinétion of wars,
with the calamities incident to mankind from
them, the abolifhing of all ufelefs diftinétions,
which were the offspring of a barbarous age,
(producing an abfurd haughtinefs in fome,
and a bafe fervility in others) and a general
releafe for all fuch taxes, and burdens of
every kind, as the public good does not re- '
quire. In fhort, to make government as bene-
ficial, and as little expenfive and burdenfome,

as poffible.

Let the liberal youth be every where en-
couraged to ftudy the nature of government, -
and attend to every thing that makes nations
fecure and happy.  Whatever regulations
have' this tendency, are equally forthe be-
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34 Objects of

which all nations now have of the dreadful
weight of public debts, and increafing taxes,
enable us to prognofticate with certainty the
approach of thofe happy times, in which the
fure prophecies of fcripture inform us, that
wars fhall ceafe, and univerfal peace and har-
mony take place. This event will be the
more favourable to revelation, as it will have
been confiderably forwarded by thofe who
are its enemies, and who leaft of all imagine
that they are labouring to fulfil any pro-
phecy, moft of them probably having never
heard of any fuch prediction.

But let not all the honour of thefe glorious
labours be engrofied by unbelievers. Let thofe
who embrace the pure faith, and who breathe
the pure and pacific {pirit, of the gofpel, exert
themfelves moft of all to accomplifth the
fame end. The barvef truly is great, and
there 1s room for many labourers, each with
his own views, to give aid to the influence
of good fenfe, or of religion, and to get the
better of a falfe, barbarous and ruinous po-
licy, that has o long governed the world,

and retrz}rded the natural progrefs of improve-
ments & all kinds.

The




































46 A Prayer.

gifts and powers of the firft authorifed pub-
lithers of it ; and in particular, that the refur-
rection of the dead has been attefted, fealed, and
exemplified, by the refurrection of the author
and finifher of our faith, the Lord Jefus Chrift,
the prince and the leader of life, the firft-be-
gotten from the dead.

We thank Thee that though this humble and
fpiritual religion was, at its firlt promulgation,
difcouraged and oppofed by the vices and pre-
judices of mankind, and though the profeflors
of it were expofed to the moft cruel and bar-
barous perfecution, thou didft, neverthelefs,
raife up a fucceflion of faithful witnefles, who
ftedfaftly adhered to the gofpel, at the hazard
of all that was dear to them in life, many of
whom fealed their teftimony with their blood,
and who thus confirmed the original evidence
of the chriftian religion, by an atteftation which
muft command the affent of every candid and
ferious enquirer to the end of time.

We rejoice in all the benefits which have
accrued to the world from the propagation of
chriftianity, that in proportion as the light and
{pirit of the mild and benevolent religion of
Jefus hath prevailed in the world, it hath illu-
minated the underftanding, it hath foftened thq{
manners, it hath enlarged the heart, it hath dif~
pelled the mifts of error and {uperftition, it hath
infpired the love of truth, together with a ge-
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A Prayer. 49

better and happier ftate than they were in any
former period of time.

We triumph in the rapid and continually
accelerating improvement of the world, that
the times teem with events favorable to the li-
berty and happinefs of mankind, fo that we
may now look forward with joyful expectation
to the accomplithment of the prophecies recorded
in the fcriptures, and to the fulfilment of which
the ftate of things is fo evidently tending, when
the knowledge of the Lord fhall cover the earth
as the waters cover the feas, and when the
whole world fhall be enlightened and virtuous,
and free and happy.

May every feminary of education, the object of
which is to open the minds of young perfons, to
form them to wifdom and goodnefs,and to qualify
them for acting their part in life with propriety
and dignity, be favoured with thy approbation.

Efpecially vouchfafe to fmile upon that Infti-
tution which is the occafion of our prefent
meeting, and grant that it may be eminently
fubfervient to the interefts of learning, of li-
berty, of truth, and virtue.

May the patrons of this Inflitution by whofe .
generous exertions it was originally founded,
and hath been hitherto fupported, and who feel
a paternal intereft in its profperity, not only
enjoy that fatisfation which arifes from the
confciouinefs of havipg acted upon the beft prin-
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5% A Prayer.

ciples, but likewife that pleafure which accom-
panies the fuccefs of wife and well-directed en-
~ deavours to promote the welfare of their fellow-
creatures, and efpecially the improvement and
happinefs of the rifing generation. |

May thy Servants, who are appointed to the
important charge of inftrucion in this Inftitu-
tion be eminently qualified for the honourable
and fuccefsful difcharge of their office. May
they be actuated by the beft motives, may they
be folicitous to infufe into the breafts of their
pupils a fpirit of free, of candid, and of re-
folute enquiry; an ardent love of liberty, of
truth and of rectitude ; a virtuous ambition to
excelin every thing great and good ; and may it
be their conftant endeavour to form them to the
charater of men of fcience and literature, of
patrioti¢ citizens, of fincere, enlightened and
benevolent chriftians, And O God, the Foun-
tain of wifdom and of grace, fuffer not faithful
exertions for the accomplithment of fo defirable
an end to be wholly and finally unfuccefsful. .

May the young perfons who are educating
for the chriftian miniftry poflefs that temper and
fpirit which will beft qualify them for the duties
of the honourable office they have in view.
May the love of truth and goodnefs be the pre-
dominant principles in their breafts. May they
form juft conceptions of the nature, the evi-
dences, and the obligations of religion, may

they





















