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Introductory Preface.

IT is generally believed, that mid-

wifery was totally in the hands of
women from the creation to the deluge,
as the firft facred hiftorian has recorded
feveral cafes, managed by midwives, as
foon as the earth was re-peopled ;
particularly the birth of the twins,
Efaw and Facob, and Pharez and Zara),.

Nor does it appear, that men prac-
tifed the art in the Eaff during two
thoufand years after the flood, as there
s no {uch account in either the Q4
or New Teflament. And why 1s the
prattice of women, and not of men,
recorded ? It is certainly intended as
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an example, which ought to be followed
by all Chriftian nations. This may
feem to be an enthufiaftic idea; thofe
who think fo, are at liberty to reject it;
I fhall offer other arguments againft
male-midwifery, which may appear
more potent to them.

It 1s very ftrange, however, that
male-praltice 1s encouraged among
Chriftians only, while nations whofe
fole guide herein 1s the light of reafon,
“have never tolerated it; for the Athe-
nian dottors could not fucceed, as fe-
veral women died 1n labour, rather than
fubmit to pafs under their sands ; and it
* does not appear that men ever praétifed
“the art (in natural cafes) till the latter
end of the fixteenth century, when the
furgeons, at Paris, contrived to get fre-
quent accefs to the Hotel Dieu, where
they obtained a better knowledge of the
art, than their predeceffors had. But
“in Germany the men attempted in vain

to pratife midwifery, for the women
| were
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were then too fhy of them, to fall
with their {cheme.

‘ Daventer’ (fays Dr. Smellic) ¢ prac-
¢ tifed at Dort, in Holland; and in
¢ 1701 publifhed a book on midwifery.
¢ He was leldom called except in dif-
¢ ficult cafes.” So we lee, the Dutch wo-
men would not {ubmit to men in na-
tural labours,

From the levity and verfatility of
French women, we need not wonder
that they were the firft to admit male-
prattice: as to French hufbands,
Sterne, and others who have delineated
their charater, {hew us, that they are
too polite to take notice of their wives’
intercourfe with other men, provided
it be not of a eriminal nature. By
degrees man-midwifery reached this
country, where it now appears in its
zenith.

Atfirft men were confined to their pro-
per {phere; like Daventer, in Holland,
they were feldom called in but on dif-
' A4 ficult
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ficult occafions; and juftice requires
us to acknowledge, that they often
happily terminated labours which wo-
men could not manage, efpecially
after the forceps were made public, in
the year 1733.

This extraordinary male aid caufed
the lefs modeft females to engage men
to deliver them in common labours,
notwithftanding their friends’ remon-
ftrances ; but men being awkward
herein, they went to Paris to f{tudy
this bufinefls, under men who taught
1t there about half a century ago.

Great mifchief, however, has been
done fince man-midwifery become ge-
neral, owing to the ignorance and im-
patience of thofe profeflors who erro-
neoully imagined, their inflruments muf
be ufed on all occafions, whether the
labours were natural or difficult, which
1 fhall herealter prove.

About a century ago, an inftrument
~was invented in Holland, for the pur-

~ pole
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pofe of forcing the birth in natural (but
tedious) labours, and favingthe dottor’s
time ; but unfortunately it has done:
great mifchief, even in /Z:/ful hands,
fometimes wounding the mother, other

times the child, or perhaps both.
Notwithftanding, as it was ufed with

great fecrecy, the caufe of the mifchiet
was kept fecret alfo. |
This inftrument reached England,
where a wide field was opened for its
clandefline ule, owing to the artifices of
male-midwives, who contrived (by the
alliftance of nurfes, whom they did
not fail to reward) to make hulbands
believe, that it was more indecent for
themtobe prefent at the delivery of their
wives, than for frange men to aflift there-
at; fo that by keeping men in igno-
rance of what they did, and by telling
women, that the milchief done was
owing to the original difficulty of the
cafe, when there was no difficulty, but
that which nature would have over-
A5 come,
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come, had they patiently waited her
time ; I fay, by this {cheme, they have
brought that deftrutive in{trument,
the vetlis or lever, mto almoft general
ufe.

Several authors have lately written
in favour of it, among whom is Dr.
Denman; and Dr. Lowder having
altered the form of it a little, recom-
mended 1t to Dr. Hamilton, junior, of
Edinburgh; two other emment ac-
coucheurs, 1n this metropolis, are alfo
ufing and recommending it under ter
peculiar form, and the makers thereof
fay, they fell a great many levers,

Dr. Ofborn having frequently wit-
nefled the dreadful effeéts of ufing the
vellis, by being called to attend wo-
men who had been torn by it, very
humanely publifhed feveral effays, about
fix months fince, with a Jdefign to check
this fecret mifchief, to which men are fo
irreﬁ{tibly tempted, on account of fav-
ing their own time, and the certainty
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of hufbands being unable to difcover
she real caufe thereof, fo that theiwr
own charaéter cannot {uffer by it.

. Itisealy to imagine, that Dr. Ofborn’s
arguments, ftrengthened by fatls to
prove the mifchief real, ought to have a
fufficient influence on the minds of his
obftetric brethren; and when I read his
book, 1 expetled they would have this
effett ; but tomy utter aftonifhment, his
work has been an{wered by Dr. Hamil-
ton, of Edinburgh, who lays, Aus fon 1s
about to make the ADVANTAGES of Dr.
Lowder’s lever publicly known..

I know of no advantage which this
lever poflelles over others, except the
folding joint, which renders it more
commodious for the pocket, and (of
courfe) more fecret v its application ;
for Dr. Hamilton has only publifhed
oNE fuccefsful cale wherein his fon
ufed it, and confelled that he bruifed the
child’s head with 1t, though 1t was after-

A6 - wards
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wards fill-born by the natural pains
alone. _

My principal aim in this work is to
add my efforts to thofe of Dr. Ofborn;
to put a flop to the feeret ufe of this
convenrent inftrument ; and fince Dr,
Ofborn’s addrefs to male operatorsalone
has no effett for that purpofe, I fhall
purfue a different plan. Dr. Smellie
blames his predeceflors for {upprefling
their unfuccefsful cafes, and profefledly
publifhed his two volumes of cales,
as beacons to warn other praétitioners
againit the lame dangers. I alfo fhall
hold up various cafes as beacons, not
to warn thole who have {hunned Dr.
- Smellie’s and Dr. Ofborn’s beacons,
but to warn married couples and fingle
adults, how to avoid the {fame danger-
ous and fatal treatment; I fhall fhew
how hufbands may iNFALLIBLY pre«
vent the tearing of their wives, and the
eutting of their children, by this infiru-
ment,

More-
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Moreover, as ‘it is now become quite
proper (through the fanilion of cuftom)
for women to be unneceflarily Aandled
by gentlemen of the faculty, initead of
their own fex, I fhall enquire, how far
- it 1s confiftent with female modefty, and
with the good {enfe of hufbands ; at
the fame time, I wifh to make every
proper allowance to thofe who, owing
to their 1ignorance of parturition, have
been perfuaded that men are fafer than
fkilful women.

I thall alfo take notice, of the mifchief
done by ignorant and cruel male opera-
tors, and likewife of the new-fangled
obftetric butchery lately nvented at
Paris, and the refult thereof. I f{hall
alfo give the outlines of a plan, for the
proper education of a {ufficient numkber
of decent women, to {uperfede male-
practice m natural labours, and thus
entirely prevent the needlefs ufe of
deftruétive infiruments, and the prac-
tice of low, illiterate, and half-inftruéted

females,
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females, whofe obfletric ignorance is
mexcufable, and whofe vulgar and
difguitful deportment caufes genteel wo-
men (very juitly) to reject their fervices.,.
As I do not wifh to injure any indi-*
vidual in his practice, I fhall carefully
avold perfonality, in reciting cales
which have been publifhed; I believe
thofle wheo know me, will not doubt the
truth of them upon my authority only.
I intend to make the TaABLE OF
cONTENTS rather prolix, in order that
the book may be rendered more ufeful
to families ; and.I defign to print it the
fize of a pocket volume, that it may be
a portable companion for the rich, and
not too expenfive for the poor, who
may need 1its directions.
Many women may be' ready to fay,.
I have a good opion of my midwife-
doftor, both as. to modefty and hu-
manity, therefore I need not exercife
the cautions recommended mthi book.
But let it be remembered, people do
net
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not aét thus in the common affairs of
life. 'We do not neglett to infure our
houfes, furniture, &c. though we may
have lived .fifty years in the world,
without being alarmed by fire, Having
feen or heard of one at a diftance,
we are prompted to the exercife of
caution, not knowing how foon wg
may be vifited with {uch a difafter.
Let the fame conduét be purfued by all
who employ men-midwives, and we
fhall not hear of fomuch mifchief being
done by their needlefs infiruments ; nor
of their behaving {o indecently as many
of them have done. :

Thole pufillanimous hufbands who
feel themfelves overborne ly cuftom,
and cannot mufter up refolution enough
to protect their wives’ perfons from
mjury and infult, may be compared to a
captain who quits the thip (whereof he is
the fole owner) ovt of con plimer tto his
ptlot. Moreover, if wives be better
Jatusfied with the liberties which men-

midwives
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midwives take with them behind their
hu{bands’ backs, than 1f 1t were done
before their faces, it is no bufinefs of
mine, .provided their hufbands be per-
feclly fatisfied therewith ; but as I have
many doubts hereof, I fhall, now and
then, touch on the impropriety of per-
mitting thefe fly fouches.

I am aware that many male-mid-
wives will rail at this book, though
every mal-practice which it cenfures,
15 recorded in the writings of their bre-
thren; but unfortunately, they have
not been peruied by many private fa-
milies. The public may be aflured,
that thefe railers at the truth are the
very men, whole features are exhibited
m this mirror ; and that they quarrel
with 1t, becaule 1t is too faithful to
flatter them.

Let thofe gentlemen who have 7¢a-
fon to be dilplealed with this book,
anfwer it publicly ; if they only calum-
niate it privately, they will ftrengthen

mny
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my arguments, by fhewing, that theirs
are too feeble to withftand public in-
veltigation.

Far be it from me to aﬂ"f:rt that there
are no modeft and humane accou-
cheurs; butI am fure, {fuch will own,
that hufbands ought to infpett the fer-
vices of ALL, for THEY know there are
too many who need it: if all be alike
guarded againit, none can deem it an
offence,

I have often been furprifed, that the
wives of accoucheurs are contented to
let their hufbands attend fo many wo-
men, when there is no difficulty in their
labours to require male {ervice ; more
elpecially as they fo repeatedly deliver
{fome who have good labours, that their
perfons muft become very familiar to
them.

However, I fhall not fay more on this
particular,but leave it to the decifion of
thofe whom it concerns more nearly
than myfelf,

I hope
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I hope the following letters will tend
to promote modefly among the fair fex
it general, and the fafety and comfort of
mothers and children, as well as peace
1n familtes, by fuperfeding the unnecef-
fary praétice of males in common mid-
wifery, and by {tirring up hufbands to
watch their operations, when there 1s a
neceflity for their fervices, either on
account of difficulty in the cafe, or of
the impoflibility of obtaining a fkilful
midwife, |

Much will doubtlefs be {aid, omn
the impropriety of making families ac-
quainted with the nature of parturition.
Yes, and mercenary apothecaries have
depreciated Dr. Buchan’s Domeftic
Medicine ; but their malignity does not
leflen the merits of that invaluable
work, any more than his duty to pro-
mote the fale of it.

He has amply proved, that every
human being fhould know enough of
medicine, to be rendered ufeful to him-

felt
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{elf and others on particular occafions,
and that fuch knowledge does neither
qualify all men for phyficians, or fuper-
fede the praftice of thofe who profels
the art of phyfic, any more than the
fludy of religion by families interferes
with the duties of the clergy.

If this argument hold good with re-
{pet to medicine in general, how much
more as to midwifery? Cannot every
mother underftand enough of it to con-
du@ herfelf during pregnancy and
lying-in, or to be ufeful to others in
cafes of emergency, without becoming
a profeffed midwife ? Cannot hufbands
know how to judge when their wives
are treated decently and tenderly, with-
out turning pratitioners? Families
have been kept in fuch extreme igno-
rance refpefting parturition, that as
foon as a woman falls in labour, the
whole houle is in confufion, {fuppofing
the delivery depends on the prelence of
the operator ; one runs this way, ano-

ther
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ther that, and at this time (above every
other) when all fhould poflefs their
{fober fenfes, and know what ought to
be done, they are all diftrated, and are
incapable of doing any thing but mi-
chief, |
And 1s 1t more incumbent on us to
teach our daughters to underftand the .
fullome flattery of a Frenchman; to
{hine 1n a ball-room {o as to attraét the:
attention of a feducer; or to play an
Italian air on the harpfichord? I {ay;,
1 1t more incumbent on us to teach:
them thefe things, than how to pre-
ferve their own life and health, or to-
adminifter aid and comfort to a female
friend in labour, when profeflional
help cannot be obtained in due time?
On the contrary, I hope this feeble ef-
fort of mine, will fet an abler pen to
work ; and that an EXTENSIVE treatife
on domeftic midwifery, adapted to fa-
mily ufe, by being free from technical
ambiguity, will ere long be publifhed,
' as
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as an appendix to the domeftic medi-
cine, :

French, dancing, and mufic are (by
many) deemed proper embellithments
for all who can afford to learn them;
but the importance of thefe vanifhes,
when compared with faving the life,
or promoting the comfort; of onE hu-
man being.

He muft be a milanthropift indeed,
who would not wifh all to {tudy the
means for recovering drowned perfons;
how much more he who would oppofe
the diffufing of obftetric knowledge
among families? as occafions for the
exercife of this knowledge occur very
frequently, while the means for recover-
ing drowned perfons are (comparative-
ly) feldom called into ufe.

Notwithftanding our literary advan-
tages are far fuperior to thofe of former
ages, mothers are yet very ignorant of
the nature of child-bearing, which con-
cerns them more nearly than any other

know-
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knowledge: this 1gnorance is partly
owing to their inability to comprehend
the technical and anatomical terms,
contained in the treatifes of midwifery
which have been publithed. The fol-
lowing fheets I hope, will (in a mealure)
remove that difhculty.

Another reafon of their ignorance
of themielves 1s, a miftaken idea, that
the theory of midwifery requires a great
deal of ftudy, when plainly taught;
whereas the principal bufinels of a mid-
wife 1n natural labours (which happen
09 times in 100) is only to prefs the
palm of her left hand againft the peri-
neum * during the birth; which will
be proved in the firl part of this work.

Though this 1s really true, I do not
aflert it as an apology for the ignorance
of fome midwives ; on the contrary, I

{hall

* 'The external fkin betwixt the two thighs, and which
feparates the vagina (or internal part of the female privi-
ties) from the anus or fundiment; making a kind of

" * L 1 L o
bridge or 1ithmus, between the two onilices.
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Thall hereafter fhew, that they ought not
to practife till they can manage preter-
natural cafes, as nature does not always
purfue her ufual procefs.

I wifh thefe few hints may have their
due effett, on thole women who have
courage and good fenfe enough to
think for themfielves, and will not be
flaves to popular abfurdity, and inte-
refted fophiftry ; I fhall conclude this
introduction nearly in the words of
Dr. Buchan*.

¢ As matters fland at prefent, it is
4 eafier to cheata woman out of Aer life
¢ than ofa fhilling,and almoft impoffible
‘ eitherto detett or punifh the offender.
¢ Notwithftanding this, people ftill fhut
¢ their eyes, and take every thing upon

“ truft that is done by any PRETENDER
¢ tomdwifery, without daring to afk-him
“ a reafon for any part of his conduét.
¢ Implicit faith, every where elfe the

‘ objett

* Introduction to Dom. Med. Ed. 9, page17. The
words 1a italics are altered,
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objett of ridicule, 1s {lill facred here,
Many of the faculty are, no doubt,
worthy of all the confidence that can
be repofed in them; but as this can
never be the charatter of every in-
dividual in any profeflion, it would
certainly be for the fafety, as well as
the honour of women, to have fome
“check upon the conduct of thofe to
whom they intruft fo valuable a trea-
e
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MAN-MIDWIFERY, &ec.

Lettersto ALex. Hamrrton, M.D. F.R.S.

L4

Edinburgh.

LETTER J.

SIR,

O make ufe of your own words, ¢ T

¢ fhould have felt the utmoft relutance
to have troubled yourfelf or the world with
this correfpondence, had perfonal contro-
verfy been the objett in view.
¢ But as the fubjeéts on which our fenti-
ments differ, are of the utmoft importance
to the interefts of humanity, I confider it
incumbent on me, from the duty I owe to
the public, to explain fully my ideas on
thefe fubjetts ; and I fthould have held my-
felf culpable in the higheft degree, if T had
not, by this attempt, endeavoured to pre-
vent the general adoption of Arv your
principles.’

B | ¢ In
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¢ In the courfe of this correfpondence, I
¢ {hall,’

ift. Briefly defcribe the pelvis, and its
contents.

2dly. I will explain four kinds of labours.

gdly. Enquire whether your, and your
brethren’s mode of inftruéting male-pupils,
be confiftent with decency.

4thly. Shew what effeéts are produced by
fuch an education.

5thly. Enquire whether the praétice of
male-midwives (when inftruments are not
abfolutely neceffary) be confiftent with
{afety.

6thly, and laftly, I fhall enquire why there
are fo few good midwives; offer a plan for
their better inftruttion ; and prove that man-
midwifery isaperfonal, a domeftic, and a nati-
onal cvil. ¢ In illuftration of my arguments,
¢ I fhall have occafion to produce many
¢ stTrikInG cafes;’ and I fhall infert a few
{uitable inferences and comments ez pa/fant,
to thew married couples how much they are
impofed on, and how to prevent it in future.

The firft two heads I am forry to trouble
xovu with, being defigned for the ule of thofe

ONLY
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onLy who have not ftudied midwifery ; as
you will perceive, by my care to explain, or
to avoid anatomical and technical terms;
fo that every attentive reader, as well as
accoucheurs, may be able to judge whether
my {entiments be confonant with reafon and
common {enfe.

Indeed, I have often thought, that adults
of both fexes ought to know a little of mid-
wifery before they marry, and I would much
rather put a decent {yftem of it into the
hands of my children, than a novel, a ro-
mance, or a play; which frequently treat
of amours, innocent fedu@tions, &c. and thus
inject the moft malignant poifon into the
minds of youth: whereas books which treat
of the prAcTICE Of midwifery on Ly, are as
proper to be read by adults, as many parts
of the Mofaic law are, and will teach men
how to judge, if their wives be treated with
decency and propriety by their operators ;
they will teach women to be more ufeful to
each other; and how to conduft Turwy-
SELVES, {o as to promote their own fafety
and comfort during geftation, labour, and
lying-in; they would alfo learn that {pinal

B2 de-
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deformity is the caufe of difficult and fatal
labours, which might induce thofe who have
diftorted pelves (the fpine projecting to-
ward the {hare bone, owing to rickets in
childhood, or molities offium in a Triper
age), to keep fingle, ‘which might nearly
put an end to the Calarean operation. I
believe alfo, that a flight knowledge of
midwifery, would take away that fear of
death which women generally have, when
their labour commences, and which often
damps thelr courage and retards their pains.
And, what is of the greateft importance, it
would teach them that nature compleats the
delivery, gg times in 100, and (of courfe)
that a sman-midwife 1s not wanted more than
once in 100 labours.

In fhort, it as much our duty to obtain
this knowledge, as it 1s to ftudy the means
for recovering drowned perfons.

In treating of labours, I fhall not {fpeak of
them {cientifically, as Natural, Preternatural,
Difficult, and Complex: butI fhall follow a
whim of my own, and divide them into Natu-
ral, Manual, Inftrumental, and Fatal ; and

fhew the operator’s bufinefs in each.
I do






LETTER 1I.

SIR,
I AGAIN begleave to borrow your words,

in order to aflure you, that ¢ I fhould
¢ carefully fhun every perfonal detail, did it
¢ affeét myfelf merely as an individual ; and
* did I not wifh to contribute my feeble
‘ efforts, to check the imrrorER pratiice
¢ which has lately been {o very prevalent.

¢ Swayed by thefe motives alone, I pro-
¢ ceed’ to the FirsT head, namely, the de-
{cription of the pelvis, and its contents, in
females. The above apology might have
been omitted till the third head be difcufled,
but I chofle to infert it now, left I fhould
then forget it. The pelvis is an (almoft)
cylindrical bone, whereby the trunk is joined
to the lower extremities; of courlg every
child muft pafs through it in the birth,

It is compofed of the fhare bone (a) before,
the rump and the lower part of the back-
bone (b) behind, and the hip and flank

bones (c) laterally.
Thefe

(a) Pubes, (bj Coceyx and Sacrum. (c) Ifchium and Ilinm.
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Thele are furrounded by ftrong ligaments,
{o as to prevent the facro-iliac joints from
giving way, when a great weight is put on
the fhoulders.

The rump bone in young and middle-aged
fubjetts moves £ of aninch backward, when
the feces are expelled; but fometimes is
anchilofed with the facrum, and lofes its mo-
bility, in women who marry late in life; fo
that the birth of (at leaft) the firft child is
rendered more lingering, if not more diffi-
cult; but they are feldom in danger on this
account, as the child’s head generally forces
the os coceygis (d) backward in its paflage,
and then the pelvis is enlarged to its natu-
ral fize, and the difficulty is removed.

The two pubis bones are joined together
before by cartilage (e), and this inarticulate
junction is called fymphyfis pubis. 1 am alfo
aware that the feetal pelvis is not fo com-
pletely offified as the adult pelvis, which has
- been defcribed ; but that circumftance has
very little to do with midwifery,

B4 The

.

(d) Rump-bone, (e) Griftle.



(20 )

The pelvis is more fhallow at the pubes
than elfewhere, which defett beneath 1s call-
ed the arch pubis. The upper aperture of
the pelvis is called its brim, and the lower
aperture, its outlet. I fhall not defcribe its
diameters, axis, and minute points; thefe
having nothing to do with the defign of this'
publication.

The pelvis is partly vertical and partly
horizontal, inclining forward. The f{acrum
is joined to the lumbar vertebre (f), and.
in ricketty children they often projett in-
ward too near to the fhare bone, owing to
weaknefs, which leffens the upper aperture
of the pelvis, and (of courfe) renders labour
more or lefs difficult and dangerous, 1n pro-
portion to the deformity; the natural progrefs
of the child being impeded thereby. Thefe
are called diftorted or deformed pelves.

The female pelvis contains, the bladder
before, and alfo the urethra (g), which lies
‘exattly within the {fymphyfis pubis; the ute-
rus (h) inthe middle ; and the reétum (1)

behind.
The

[f) Spine of the loins. (g) Water paflage.
(h) Womb, (1) Loweft gut.



21

The fhape of the womb refembles a large
pear a little flattened ; and becomes more
globular as the feetus grows. The upper
and largelt part of it is called fundus uteri ;
the lower and fmaller part, cervix uteri (j);
and the mouth of it is called os uteri. It
is fufpended before and laterally, by three
chords or ligaments. It does not ftretch as
the feetus grows, but attually grows alfo;
and becomes ncarly as diminutive as before,
in a few days after the child is born. The
womb’s mouth may be felt in the vagina, re-
fembling the mouth of a puppy, or of a ternich;
wherefore fome call it os tince. 1 omit
the defcription of the ovaria and fallopian
tubes, having very little to do with mid-
wifery. | |

The womb’s mouth clofes on conception,
and generally remains in that [tate during
the time of geftation.

About the fourth month, the fundus of the
womb becomes too large to be contained in
the cavity of the pelvis, and therefore it rifes
1nto the cavity of the abdomen, where it re-

B 5 maing

(1) Womb's neck,
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mains till the delivery. This, women call,
guickening. The foetus fwims in a fluid call-
ed liquor amnil, the whole time of geftation;
which fluid is enclofed in a thin membrane
or bladder: thus the tender faetus is proteted
from being injured by the preflure of the
abdominal mufcles, the abdominal vifcera (k)
and the internal part of the lumbar vertebre,

The placenta (1) adheres (when right) to
the fundus uteri; one end of the funis um-
bilicalis (m) 1is inferted into the placenta,
and the other end into the child’s navel;
through which it 1s fuppofed to draw nourifha
ment from the mother.

When a part of the amnios or chorion
happens to adhere to the child’s face in the
birth, the more enlightened matrons think it
an invaluable acquifition, as it renders its
owner an amphibious animal, and thus pre-
vents the poflibility of his being drowned.

Indeed there ought to be three or four
venders of cauls in every town throughout
the kingdom, for the public might derive
full as much benefit from them, as from the

fame

(k) Bowels. (1) After-burden, (m) Navel ftring.
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fame number of men-midwives, and I really
lament their ignorance hereof,

Pardon this ironical digreflion, Sir ; I will
now take a little notice of the fectal {kull,
being an Important part of the contents
of the gravid uterus. The head of a newly
born child is not completely offified, the
{kull being compofed of feveral different
bones, with a future running betwixt each
of them; fo that the edges of the bones can
overfhoot each other in the birth, in order
to render it more eafy, by moulding the thape
of the head to the pelvis : and yet they do not
overfhoot {o much as to allow the brain to
be comprefled, {o as to injure the child.

The large opening on the top of the head,
is called the anterior fonlanel; the fmaller
one toward the back of the head is called
the pofierior fontanel; the anterior being
large, and furrounded by the angles of four
bones (n), is eafily diftinguifhed from the
polterior, which is fmaller, and is furrounded
by only three angles (o). If the head be

b6 too

(n) Two frontal, and 2 parietal,
(o) Two pofterior angles of the parictals, and the COra
refponding point of the occipital bone,
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too much offified, the labour is thereby ren.-
dered more diflicult. The feam which runs

from the one fontanel to the other, dividing
~ the {kull on the top of the head, is called the
fagittal future ; the frontal, parietal, lambdoi-
dal, and occipital {utures I {hall not particu-
larly defcribe, as it would perplex (rather .
than inftruct) the perfons for whofe ufe this
book is defigned.

- The perinzum, which feparates the vagina: -
from the anus, is the only external part of
the mother which I fhall mention, in this
delcription of the pelvis and its contents,
which I have now briefly given.

I have the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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LEEFTER 11T,
SIRy &

I NOW proceed to the Seconp thing pro-

pofed, namely, to confider the different
kinds of labours ; and I fhall begin with na-
tural labour, or births accomplifhed by the
powers of nature, whether the head, breech,
or feet prefent. The operator’s bufinefs is
allo to be confidered. I am not ignorant
that modern authors call thofe labours na-
tural only, where the occiput (p) prefents to
the pubes, and the expulfion of the child
and {ecundines (q) is accomplilhed, without
any affiftance from the operator, within 24
hours. I alfo know that when (under the
fame circumftances) the time exceeds 24
hours, 1t 1s called lingering or laborious
labour. But I make no apology for treating
them otherwife. Labour having commen-
ced, the patient has grinding pains; which
difpole the os uteri to open. Sometimes
they open it to a fufficient extent for the
child to pafs through it, and then the forcing
pains expels it. Other times the violeint

1}:.1i115

(p) Back part of the head, (q) After-burden.
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pains come on very fuddenly, when the
womb’s mouth is not opened more than the
fize of a half-crown piece. The womb con-
tratts forcibly on the child, which increafes
the pains in number, duration, and power;
the membranes are thereby broken, the
water difcharges, and lubricates the paflage ;
the prefenting part of the foctus defcends,
whether it be head, breech, or feet, and the
child is at length expelled by thefe different
powers of nature. I need notdwell longer
on the difference (in nature, continuation,
and office) of the two kinds of pains; the
variety being too great to be committed to
paper. 1 only remark, that in general, the .
grinding pains commence with the coloured
difcharges ; and that {purious pains continue
much longer than real labour pains, return-
ing irregularly, without dilating the os uterz,

After the expulfion of the feetus, there
are generally a few gentler pains, which ex-
pel the placenta, and then the labour is
finithed. Sometimes it follows the child
in five minutes, other times not till one, two,

or three hours.
Thus
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Thus much for what I call Natural
Labour.

I am now to deflcribe what a man-midwife
has to do herein. :

When he arrives, he afks his patient how
fhe 1s, obferves her pains a few minutes, and
then thinks it high time to try one. If the
hufband be prefent, his firlt bufinefs is to
get him out of the room. This is generally
done, by his receiving a wink, a nod, or a
whifper, from one of the females who had
engaged /Aerfelf {everal months before-hand
to a/fyft at the labour, with a defign to [atisfy
her curiofity. Dr. Buchan (in his Domeflic
Medicine) makes the following pertinent
remark concerning this pernicious cuftom.

¢ We cannot help taking notice of that
¢ ridiculous cuftom, which fill prevails in
¢ fome parts of the country, of colleéting a
number of females together upon fuch oc..
¢ cafions. Thefe, inftead of being ufeful,
{ferve only to croud the houfe. Befides,
they hurt the patient with their noife, and
often, by their untimely and impertinent
advice, do much mifchief.’ , .
But you know, Sir, prudence forbids the

male~
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male-midwife to fhew any difplealure againft
thele fuperfluous females, whether they dif-
tra&l the patient with obfcene noife, or terrify
her with difmal tales about bad labours; tales
which they have picked up at former labours,
well improved by baving pafled through
various editions. I fay, the accoucheur muft
not offend any of thefe good-natured dames,
who are aflembled to %:/l their friend with
kindnefs, becaule perhaps feveral of them are
pregnant, and Ae is a candidate for the job.

But to return to the hufband ; I need not -
inform you that decency requires him to
withdraw ; cuftom having eftablifhed it as a
law, it muft not be broken; and indeed, I
can produce various reafons why 1t oﬂgkt
not. :
Firft, he might happen to fec fome past
of his wife which he is unacquainted with,
though there can be 20 harm done by what
the Do&or fees or handles, becaufe you know,
Sir, Dotlors are to be looked upon as old
women, fo that it is perfettly right to have
half a dozen prelent, occafionally. They
are dr*priwd of thole paflions which are

peculiar to ALL other men; hence we never
hear
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hear of ¢heir abufing the confidence repoled
in them ; of which more hercafter. They
are as tnnocent as 2 Monk in a female con-
vent ; or.an Italian Cicifbeo, when drefiing
and undreffing his lady, the hufband being
about his bufinels in the counting-houfe,
or on the exchange. In fhort, Sir, I think
they may be compared to any effeminate
men, except the Eunuchs in a feraglio.

Secondly, the female attendants would
bluth more to fee the patient’s own huiband
during the labour, than to fee a fcore of
medical men or boys in the room.
~ Thirdly, hufbands knowing the truth of
thefe obfervations, ought to place the wimog
confidence in an Accoucheur, though he be
1ingle, fprightly, in the bloom of life, and
does not bear the beft charater in the world
with refpeét to a certain vice, that feldom
troubles young men; and though the patient
may happen to be alfo very young and beau-
tiful. Neither the novelty nor beauty of the
objett can at all affeét fuch a young male-
midwife, no not even in the early part of the
labour, when there is nothing to excite dif-
gult.  Sothat he will not be tempted to take

a peep
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a peep at her fine-fhaped legs, when he lays
hold Gf_ them to help her on the bed, nor
will he try one pain too many. If my wile
were going to bathe in the f{ea, and happened
unluckily to fancy the aid of a male-guide
in order to be fathionable, I fhould certainly
walk away from the beach while fhe was
gone into the water, left I fhould be called
a jealous man, and lelt I thould not aét like
other hufbands; for you know, Sir, it 1s
better to {ubmit to the greateft abfurdity and
inconvenience, than to offend againft the
cuftom of our country. Therefore if I were
not capable of counting my gold, I ought to
turn my back, while I ccmmit my purle to a
ftranger, that he may count it for me.

But this fhall fuffice at prefent, to fhew
why hufbands ought z0¢ to attend their wives’
Jabours, in order to encourage them to bear
their pains, efpecially as that is one part of
a male-midwife’s bufinefs, and he is not at
a lofs for kind and fweet words for that
purpole.

The doftor having put the lady on the
bed, and the nurfe having thrown a cover
over her, a pain muft be tried, which fhould

(¢l
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¢eriainly be done by a man or a boy in pre-
ference to an experienced midwife, for
decency’s fake.

He then puts one hand under the bed-
cover, and on examination perceives the os
uterl opening, and the head prefenting in
the molt favourable manner; that is, with
the face turning toward the concavity of the
lacrum: this he knows by feeling the polle-
rior fontanel ; the fagittal future running
nearly backward. Or perhaps he finds the
prelentation to be juft the reverfe, by feeling
the anterior fontanel, and the fagittal future
running toward the middle of the facrum.
He then knows that the birth will not be
quite {o cafy as in the former cale ; but
on either occafion it is his duty to wait the
iffue, and not attempt to hurry the bufinefs,
If he at firlt cannot feel the prefenting part,
he waits till the womb’s mouth be more
dilated, and the child be defcended lower in
the pelyis.

You know, Sir, this bufinefs is performed
with the fore-finger of the right hand, the
woman lying on her left fide, near the foot
or fide of the bed, having her knees drawn

Up.
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up. I affure you, Sir, the faculty did well
to change the term Toucn for that of TrY-
ING OT TAKING A PAIN ; becaufe the former
term carried its defign with it ; whereas the
latter indicates that you will ¢y if you can
bring the child during the prefent pain, or
that you can really take a part of the pain
away which the fuffering woman feels. This
technical caution has certainly done fome-
thing toward keeping women out of.this
employment, for which they are,naturally {o
unqualified. Women in labour have always
thought the do&or can deliver them when-
ever he pleafes, without paying the leaft
attention to nature’s time ; and that an igno-
rant midwife can only receive the child
when it comes; and herein they judge too
well, which I fhall hereafter prove.

This term ought to be kept up then, be-
caufe it leads women to fuppofe you never
try a pain without having ¢heir advantage in
view. .

To return to the operator, whom we lef
with his hand under the bed-cloaths; 1f he
have reafon to believe that it is not labour,

the os uteri being firmly clofed, and no proper
dif
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difcharge ; or if Ais prefence have driven
the pains away, which 1s a very common
cafe, he returns home, as well as the curi-
ous and officious females; each party being
greatly difappointed, and defiring to be called
in good time when the figns of labour re-
appear. |

If it be real labour, he ftays, tries pains
in what pofition e pleafes, and as often as
he pleafes ; but ¢/l this does not forward the
labour one jot.

At length the pains force the head into
the cavity of the pelvis, till it refts, or rather
prefles on the perineum ; the man-midwife
then takes a cloth in his left hand, which he
keeps tightly prefled againft the perineum
(left 1t fhould be torn) till the head and
fhoulders be expelled ; if the pofterior fon-
tanel prefent, the occiput comes out under
the arch of the pubis, and vice verfa. If
on examination he find the breech prefent-
ing, the pelvis large, and the woman’s pains
{trong, he has nothing to do but receive the
child, as in the former cafes. He knows
the breech from the head by its foftnels, by
the parts of gencration, and by the meco-

niums,
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nium, which is generally forced out of the
child’s re€tum in this prefentation,

If the feet prefent with the heels toward
the pubes, he muft by no means alter its
pofition, but receive the child as nature
expels it. It may not be amifs, however,
to obferve, that a foot is diflinguifhed from
a hand, by the heel, and by the great diffe-
rence between toes and fingers ; and that in
thefe laft two cafes the perinzum muft be
fupported, as well as in the former, during
the expulfion of the feetus; and the funis
fhould be {flackened a little as foon as the
operator can recach it, provided it be found
to pulfate.

The child being born, the operator keeps
it on the fheet which is {pread on his knee,
till he has tied a four-fold thread, four or
five times round the navel ftring, about two
inches from the belly, and another about
two inches farther from the navel ; he then
cuts the navel firing in two (with a pair of
fciffars) betwixt the two ligatures, and gives
the child to the nurle.

His next bufinefs is to examine the pati-

ent’s belly, to fee whether there be another
child.
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child. If there be, it is generally managed
juft the fame as the firft, which it follows,
and both the placentas are moflly expelled
after the fecond child is born, as they are
leldom difunited. He can tell if there be
not another child, by the {oftnels and fmall-
nefs of the abdomen.

There being no other child in the womb,
he waits till nature expels the placenta;
during which time (if long) he examines the
child, to fee that it be perfe€l, and not hurt
in the birth. The placenta being expelled,
he puts it in a pot, puts a dry cloth to the
patient, and retires, The hufband is then
permitied to fee his wife, the operating gen-
tleman having fir/t congratulated her on her
fafe delivery, for which fhe thanks him more
than God, believing that fhe is indebted to
"his care, fkill, dexterity, and tendernefs, for
the eafe and fafety which fhe experiences,

Excufe the prolixity of this letter, and
believe me to be

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

LET-
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LETTER 1V.

SIR,
PERMIT me now to prove, that nature

alone performs the delivery gg times in
100; that when midwives are employed,
they have no more to do than I have de-
fcribed, gg times in 100; and that g9 times
in 100, men-midwives oucuT to do no more.
That they do do more, -to the great injury
of mother and child, I fhall prove in a fub-
fequent letter.

In proof of the firt particular, I fhall
quote the opinion of (your countryman) Dr.
Smellie, in his Divilion of Labours. ¢ Let
¢ us fuppofe another thoufand women de-
¢ livered in the fame place, not above three,
¢ fix, or cight fhall want extraordinary affift-
¢ ance ; nay, fometimes, though fcldom,
¢ when the child is young or ufually {mall,
¢ and the mother has ftrong pains and a large
¢ pelvis, it fhall be delivered even 1In the
¢« very woRsT pofition, without any other
help than that of the labour- -pains.’

I will alfo quote lis opinion in proof of
the fecond and third particular.

L]
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He further fays, Cale I. Colleétion 14.
¢ For although it is commonly faid, that
¢ fuch a woman was laid by fuch a perfon,
¢ the delivery is generally performed by the
¢ labour-pains; and if we wait with rati--
* ENCE, Nature of R ERSELF will do the work.”

I fhall next quote the opinion of another
of your countrymen, who, though a medical
‘man, has jult the {fame opinion of male-
midwifery, as I bave, and thoufands of huf-
bands befides. See Dr. Buchan’s Domeflic
Medicine, on child-birth; ¢ Nature,if Lerv
“ lo herfelf, will feldom fail to expel the
¢ feetus.”

Hereto I fhall add the teftimony of your
friend Dr. Ofborn, (Effays on'the Praétice
of Midwifery, page g34.) ¢ For whether at
¢ the commencement of labour, or at the
¢ firlk opening of the os uteri by the mem.-
¢ branes and waters, or the frft entrance of
“ the child’s head into that part, or indeed
during its whole progrels through the
cavity of the pelvis, every interference,
or pretended affiftance, is equally injuri-
¢ ous, and cannot be beneficial.’

Now, Sir, let us afk counfel of a Woman

C -
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refpetting this matter ; a woman whofe prac-
tice was much more extenfive than your’s, I
prefume*,

™

™

 She will give him credit for what he has
appeared to do for her; and meafure her
lenfe of acknowledgment, by the pain-of
which fhe will fuppofe he has helped to
rid her; and in her joy at her delivery,
would think it even an ingratitude, to liften
to {uggeflions from others (or even from
himfelf) that fhould tend to diminifh, ex-
plamn away, or (may be) reduce to nothing,
the benefit fhe fo vainly imagines was A:s
work.’
And page 157, fhe adds, ¢ Then it is that
the mother 1s naturally in a rapture of joy
at her deliverance, which fhe never re-
members but with gratitude, and of which
fhe only miftakes the objeét, by paying to
the operator, what (in fatt) was due to na-
ture ; then it is, I fay, that the mother,
father, or parties concerned (for want of
making due allowances in a point they are
fo excuflable for not underftanding) cor-
dially join the felf-applaufe of the man-
¢ mid-

* Nihell's Midwifery, p. 155.
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¢ midwife.” I bhave not quoted the opinion
of thefe authors, in order to convince you of
a truth which you are pra&ically acquainted
‘with, but with a defign to counteraét the
fophiftry of men-midwives, who are perpetu-
ally urging r1cu females not to employ their
own fex to deliver them ; pretending that no
woman 1s {afe in ¢heir hands, becaufe they do
notunderftand anatomy. How much general
anatomy is wanted in the practice of mid-
wifery, I thall confider hereafter. Permit me
now to join your teftimony to thofe already
quoted, as a confirmation of what I advanced
concerning the powers of nature, being {uffi-
~ cient for the expulfion of the feetus (without
the leaft aid) g9 times in 100. In the cafe
of Nelly Sanderfon, you fay, page 5§ 9t
¢ The width’ (of the pelvis) € at the brim, as
nearly as I and my fon could Judge, was
UNDER THREE INCHES.
Page 117, you fay ¢ She was delivered of
a male child, 8Y THE PowERs o NATURE
ALONE.” And page 118, ¢ My fon mea-
lured the head in the prefence of Mr,
Woodlord, with a pair of callipers, and
' | found that it meafured from one parietal

Ll
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protuberance (r) to the other three inches
and turee quarters, and from the frontal (s)
to the occipital bone (t) four inches and
three quarters. The offifications appeared -
as complete as ufual.
¢ The woman 'recovered very well, and
walked 6 miles on the eleventh day after
her delivery.’ |

¢ I might add to thefe cales feveral others,
where the deformity of the pelvis feemed
to be fuch, that, according to your data *,
the head of the -child fhould have been
opened at the BEGINNING of labour; but
where, by having patiently ALLOWED lhe
powers of nature to produce thewr full ejffeét,
the delivery was accomplifhed with [afety
BOTH TO THE MOTHER AND CHILD.’
Ab, Sir, that is the rock wherecon fo many

Lelplefs babes are wrecked! - That ¢ wailing
patiently’ (in a lingering labour) requires a
great deal of felf-denial in a man who is {ent -
for to attend another labour, where he ex-
petls a good fec; efpecially if he have got Dr.

e
i

Low-

{r} Side bone of the fkull. (s) Forehead. (t) Hind head. |

* Addrefling Dr, Ciborn.
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Lowder’s Lever in his pocket, to force down
the head with, of which I fhall treat more
fully hereafter: whereas a female operator
is obliged to wait NATURE'S time, whatever
fhe may lofe by it, having no inftrument but
-her hand.

[ am perfuaded, Sir, had male-midwives
been fathionable during the bondage, exo-
dus, and travels of the 1fraelites through the
wildernels, we fhould have {cen a very dific-
rent account of their immenfe number; all of
whom were brought, or rather received into
the world, by women who were obliged to wait
with patience, having no inftruments to for-
ward-the bufinefs with. I do not fay they are
never ufeful, but your two countrymen have
proved that it feldom happens. And furely
there can need no better proof of ‘it than
your own words, that a head three inches and
three quarters wide was (by having pAT1IENT-
LY waited the ruLL cffell of the powers of
nature) born without the application of any
infirument, though the pelvis was under three
tnches ; and yet the woman was able to walk
fix miles on the ecleventh day, though 40
years of age.—Query, Could {he have done

C 3 1t
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it after being affifled in the birth by the famous
Lever 2

I' ihall not now take notice of your fon’s
dexterity, when he wounded the two parietals
of Mrs. Gray’s child’s head therewith, in a
(feemingly) lefs difficult cafe than Nelly San-
derfon’s; but having explained and proved
the ability of Nature, when LEvT t0 her/felf,

I have the honout to fubferibe myfelf,
SiRr,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

LET-
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LETTER V.
STR,

I NOW proceed to explain what I call
“ ManuvaL Lasour.

Hr_‘ﬁ, When the feet prefent, with the
heels toward the mother’s back, 1t 1s the
operator’s duty to turn its toes toward that
part, and then he treats the cale as before
mentioned ; that is, he only fupports the
perinzum, and receives the child as nature
expels it. But if the mother’s pains fail, or
her pelvis be deformed, or very {mall, or if
the head be uncommonly large and much
. offified, the operator affilts the expulfion in
proportion to the refiftance, with his hands
only, laying hold of the child clofe to the
woman'’s parts. |

Secondly, If the woman’s powers be infuf-
ficient to expel the child, when the breech
prefents, the operator aflifts with his hands,
drawing down firft one leg and then the other.
But I cannot believe the blunt hook (which
has fo often been ufed in this cafe) is at all
neceflary ; as a handkerchief may always be
got over the thigh, to pull down the firft leg ;

C 4 which
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which may be prevented from returning. by
the noofe of a garter or fillet bemrr (lipped
over it.

Therdly, If the arm or fhoulder prefent,
the operator knows the hand from the foot ;
and he alfo knows the fhoulder from the
head or breech, by its taking up lefs room in
the pelvis. So that whether the prefentation
be the arm or the (houlder, it is his duty to
turn the child, and bring it by the feet, as in
a foot cafe. This is very eafily done, if
undertaken before the water be difcharged
from the uterus; but if not, it is difficult and
laborions to the operator, and painful to the
mother, as well as dangerous to both mother

and child. . The womb contraéls violently
~ on the child, {o that it is {feldom born alive
and there is danger of tearing the womb, if
the operator be not very cautious. For thefe
rcafons, no midwife, male or female, ought
to be employed, who cannot turn a feetus in
Ltero.

Fourthly, When a dangerous flooding
comes on in labour, before the head be de-
{cended into the pelvis, 1t may be deemed a
manual labour ; becaufe the child ﬂught ta

fbe_
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be turned and brought by the feet, in order
that the womb may contratt, and its vellels
be clofed, as foon as poffible,as the beft means
to ftop the hemorrhage, and fave the woman’s
life. The fame method fhould be purfued
when parturient convulfions attack the pa-
tient violently.

Fifthly, When the pains do not expel the
placenta within two or three hours after the
child is born, owing to’its extraordinary ad-
hefion to the uterus, or to its retention by
means of an irregular contrattion of the
womb, it is the operator’s duty to deliver it
manually. §<

When it adheres to the uterus, and does
not {eparate by a few gentle pulls at the fu-
nis, he introduces his hand into the uterus
(being guided by the navel-ftring), till he
finds its infertion into the after-burthen; if
it be not feparated from the womb, he peels
it off with his fingers, taking care not to tear
off a part of the inner furface of the womb
with it. If it be feparated, but detained by
the womb’s contratting in the middle like an
hour-glafs, he introduces his hand beyond
the contralted part, into what may (then) be

Cs called
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called the upper chamber of the womb, and
has nothing more to do but lay hold of it,
and take it away.

Lajtly, When the navel-ftring prefents,
(owing to a premature rupture of the mem-
branes), it may be called a Manual Labour.

When the operator finds the funis below
the head, the head being above the brim of
the pelvis, he ought to roll it up in a linen
rag, and return it, which generally prevents
its coming down again in the {ubfequent
pains ; but if it does not anfwer the defired
end, it is his duty to turn the child and bring
it by the feet in order to fave its life; for if
the navel ftring be long comprefled between
the head and the bones of the pelvis, it {tops
the circulation of the blood which comes
from the mother, and kills the child. This
cafe feldom occurs, except it be by the im-
prudence of the operator in breaking the
membranes to haften the birth, or trying
too many pains, and that during the conti-
nuance of the pains; for though the funis
- will fwim down paft the head in the current
of water, when the waters are difcharged
before the head defcends low enough to fill

u p
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up the fuperior aperture of the pelvis, the
membranes (if the child be alive) very rarely
break of their owN accord, when the head is
above the brim of the pelvis.

Thus have I confidered Manual Labours.
The rupture of the womb fo {eldom happens
by the efforts of nature, that it needs not
be noticed here.

I fhall now draw a few inferences from
this, and the two preceding letters.

Inference firf. If even a manual labour
does not happen once in one hundred births,
which I have proved from the writings of
Dr. Smellie, who was a great advocate for
inftruments ; every mode/t woman who wifhes
to preferve her hufband’s affe€tions, and has
no reafon to expett a difficult labour, ought
to engage a {kilful midwife in preference to
a man: for though a hufband may pretend to
approve of unneceflary male praétice, he has
not a better opinion of his wife for fubmitting
to it ; he knows there may be much improper
intercourfe between a man-midwife and his
pauent, when there is no criminal connec-
tion : yea, he knows that midwifery is a
practice too INDECENT for men to purfue

C6 (how-
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(however decently they may acquit themfelves)
when difficulty does not render male aid
ABSOLUTELY neceflary. No fenfible huf-
band can brook an accefs to his wife’s perfon
In common with men-midwives, men-ftay-
makers, men-mantua-makers, &c. therefore
1f women would induce their hufbands to
keep their matrimonial engagements, they
ought not to provoke them to a breach there-
of, by a wanton and unneceffary expofure of
the moft facred part of their perfons to men-
midwives ; which (to my certain knowledge)
has orten produced dilcord in families ;
belides the evil tendency of holding out fuch
a pernicious example to adult daughters.
Inference fecond. 1f the poor be fafely de-
livered by midwives, both at their own habi-
tations and 1in the lying-in bofpitals, though
they have many more preternatural labours
than the rich, owing to the laborious exer-
cife which they are obliged to take, every
mopesT rich female.ought to employ her
own fex, or be alhamed to fhew her face
among thofe who do; efpecially as fhe can
afford to keep a man in waiting, in cafe any
difficulty thould happen which the midwife

can-



8 39 1)

cannot manage ; though there is generally
“time enough to procure one in {uch cafes.

In the name of reafon, let all charitable
inftitutions employ men to deliver poor
women, if midwives be not as {afe ; if they
be (which experience daily confirms), let the
rich employ them, and prove that the prefent
generation is as modeft as our great-grand-
~mothers were, who never fent for a man,
but in difficult cafes. A man midwife is an
unheard-of animal, in nine tenths of the
globe. :

Inference third. If {kilful midwives be ca-
pable of managing gg cafes in 100, is it not
lamentable that there are g9 men-midwives
for one midwife? and that the male praétiti-
oners are {lill increafing, infomuch that five
new ones (fome men, and fome boys) have
. {fet up in one ftreet near my houfe, within:

200 yards of cach other, during the laft fix
months ? -

Thus many females are (in fome meafure)
OBLIGED to employ men, contrary to their
inclinations, becaulfe there are very few fkil-
ful mldwwes, clpecially in the country, and
ignorant ones I am no advocate for, any

more
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more than ignorant Accoucheurs, with which
England abounds.

Inference fourth. If male midwifery be an
indecent and effeminate employment, when
unncceflary, every man-midwife who gets
a living by it, ought to be looked upon as
injurious, rather than ufeful to fociety; for
though fafhion fanttions his trade, neither
rcafon nor common fenfe can juftify it.

Inference fifth. Are notthofe hufbands who
are contented to have their wives pulled
about by men midwives unneceflarily, worthy
to be crowned with afs’s ears, though not
entitled to cuckold’s horns ?

Inference fixth. Is thofe women’s modefty
fpurious or genuine, who employ men to
deliver them in eafy labours, in preference to
{kilful midwives who (they know) have deli-
vered many of their more modeft neighbours
fafely ?

Let it be remembered, thefe inferences do
not apply to women who cannot obtain a good
midwife, or who have difficult labours ; nor
do they apply to the hufbands of {uch women. -

Inference feventh. Is it not the duty of all
modeft women and their hufbands, to unite

their
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their efforts to abolifh fuch an indecent
praétice, by endeavouring to eftablith and
{fupport an inftitution for the inftruttion of
female prattitioners, who might deliver poor
women gratis during the latter part of their
fiudies ? Thus charity and modelty would
be {fupported and promoted at the fame time.

Inference lafl. Women (when properly in-
ftruéted) being as capable of turning a child
as men, are not thofe teachers of the art who
take 12 guineas from each female pupil, and
do not teach them lmw*._m turn, guilty of all
the injury which happens in confequence of
their ignorance ?

As I fhall refume fome of thefe particulars

in the latter part of the work, I fhall quit
them at prefent, .

And have the honour to be, &c,

LET-
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LETTER VI.

SR,

YOU doubtlefs rejoice that I have been
fo fimple as to acknowledge the inca-
pacity of women to manage preternatural
cafes, that being an argument in favour of
male praftice. Let me beleech you, Sir, to
fufpend your joy till we meet again on the
fubje&t, under the fifih head ; where 1 fhall
prove, that much more mifchief has been
done by the inftruments of /ki/ful men, than
by the hands, or by the omiffions of ignorant
women ; and I fhall alfo take notice of the
_ignorance of men midwives, and their blun-
ders. I am now to confider what labours
require the ufe of the forceps, and how the
operator applies them ; but I mult firft de-
{cribe the inftrument itfelf, ;
The modern forceps are generally covered
with leather ; the blades are made of the beft
tempered fteel, about two inches wide at the
extreme point, and the width gradually de-
creafes all the way to thejoint, which is very
fimple ; they bave wooden handles, which

being prefled together when applied to the
child’s
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child's head, over the ears, the blades en-
clofe the head falt enough to affift the de-
hivery, but do not comprels the parietal and
frontal bones, {fo much as to injure the brain ;
being about three inches from the infide of
one blade to the infide of the other in the
wideft part, when the handles are clofed ;
and the curve is well adapted to the form of
the head. |

The application of this inftrument is ne-
ceffary,

Firft, When thereisa confiderable difpro-
portion between the cavity of the mother’s
pelvis and the child’s head, fo that her vigo-
» rous pains cannot expel it, the full effeét of
them haﬁng been tried; and the re€um and
“bladder emptied, the firlt by clyfters, and the
latter with the catheter * ; for a woman can
feldom make water when the child’s head
prefles again{t the urethra. |

Whether the head be tumified, uncom-
monly large, or very much offified, {o that
the bones are too firm naturally to over-
fhoot each other ; or whether the mother’s

pelvis

* A filver inftrument to draw off water.,
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pelvis be fmall, or deformed in the cavity ;
or whether there be no deformity, or natu-
ral defett in fize, but the os coccygis be an-
chilofed with the facrum, and will not move
backward as ufual ; the head muft be ex-
tracted with the forceps ; as improper delay
might throw the mother into a fever, or
perhaps her parts may be fo much galled by
the long preffure of the head on them, as to
caufe a floughing of the vagina, bladder, or
reftum, and thus render her miferable during
her future life ; befides, too long delay en-
dangers the child’s life.

Secondly, The forceps are neceflary when
the pains cannot expel the head, owing to its
unfavourable pofition in the pelvis ; that is,
when the forehead prefents diagonally, or to
the fymphyfis pubis.

Thirdly, When there are excrefcences in
the woman'’s foft parts.

Fourthly, When they are unufually rigid.

Fifthly, When(owingto uterine weaknels)
the pains decline, though every other cir-
cumftance be favourable.

Sixthlyy, When the navel ftring is found

pula
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pullating below the head, after it has entered
the pelvis.

Lajtly, When dangerous hemorrhage, or
convulfions attack the woman, after the
child’s head has entered the pelvis, the pains
being weak. The application of the forceps
in thefe laft two cafes, depends on the im-
probability of a f{peedy delivery by the
powers of nature.

The forceps never ought to be applied
fecretly, but the patient’s hufband (if at home)
ought to be confulted, and fhewn the nature
of their application. I difapprove of con-
{ulting officious and curious females on thefe
occafions ; the hufband (whofe temporary
fervant the dotlor is, as mE pays his wages)
1s moft concerned in his wife’s fafe delivery,
and ought not to be treated as a cypher in
his own houlfe.

It is not to the credit of the late Dr.
Smellie to advile the clandeftine ufe of the
forceps, and to give direttions for the ac-
complifhment thereof, by hiding the two
blades between the bed-cloaths.

The bladder and reftum being emptied,
and the patient’s hufband confulted, the ope-

rator
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rator tries to touch one of the child’s ears
with his finger; which done, is a certain fign
that the head is fufficiently low in the pelvis
to be enclofed by the two blades of the
forceps; he then cautioufly guides one blade
over the ear, keeping the point ‘clofe to the .
child’s head, left he thould enclofe a part of
the womb’s mouth; and alfo keeping his
finger between the inftrument and the wo-
man’s parts, in order to avoid injuring them.
He then introduces the other blade (in like
manner) over the other ear, and afterwards
carcfully locks them, fo as not to enclofe
any part of the mother. Laftly, he draws
gently from fide to fide, or rather from- han-
dle to handle, in the line of the pelvis, fup-
porting the perineum with the other hand,
till the head be delivered, and nature gene-
rally finifhes the reft. Sometimes great
force is neceflary, but it ought to be uled
{flowly, and increafed gradually; and the
operator fhould reft often, rather than fa-
tigue the patient.” Few women are f{trong
enough to ufe the forceps when there is great
refiltance, though mahy may be able to apply
them judicioufly, at lealt, much better than

a gid-
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a giddy boy, who may pleale to write MAN-
MIDWIFE, inftead of BOY-MIDWIFE,
over his door. At any rate, MEN arc the
mosT proper to ule the forceps.

~ You perceive, Sir, I am no enemy to the
practice of men on prorER occafions; but
‘he who fets up to attend natural labours, in
a town where there are fkilful midwives,
may as well offer himfelf as a lady’s maid ;
nor would it be a more difgraceful employ-
ment. Nor am I an enemy to the ule of
PROPER Inflruments on prRoPER occafions;
but I do not approve of their being uled for
the convenience and profit of the operator,
rather than the comfort and fafety of mother
and child.

Farar Lasours I enter upon with
reluttance. - Firfl, Pelves which are fo {mall
at the upper aperture, owing to the projec-
- tion of the true vertebrz (u), that the child’s
head can neither defcend into the cavity, nor
be drawn into it, when turned and brought by

the feet, require the deftrutiion of the infant
to fave the mother.

Secondly,

(u) Spine of the loins,
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Secordly, When the cavity of a pelvis
happens to be diftorted fo much that the head
cannot pafs through it, the child muft be
facrificed to fave the mother.

Thirdly, When the lower aperture of a
pelvis is fo contratted, that the head cannot
be delivered with the forceps, the death of
the child mult purchafe the mother’s life.

As fatal labours feldom occur, I fhall not
run into any more particulars ; only jult ob-
{ferve, that the child fhould never be deftroy-
ed too foon ; that is, before the operator 1s
fatisfied (from weighing every circumltance)
that it cannot be avoided ; nor fhould 1t be
delayed too long after it is judged neceffary,
left the mother fhould die through long
fatigue.

No certain rule can be laid down con-
cerning this, as much depends on the mother’s
ftrength to bear a long labour; the fize of
the child ; the mother having gone her full
time, or only feven months, &c. But gene-
rally fpeaking, 1t 1s allowed that a full grown
child can feldom be faved, where the upper
aperture of the pelvis is under 3 inches from

pubes to facrum, but that {ihall feven months
children
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children have been born alive, when it has
been lefs than that.

What does the operator do herein ?—
Being aflured that there is no remedy, but the
dreadful one of killing the child ; having
found the pelvis large enough to extratt the
child through, when the head fhall be redu-
ced ; and having (long before) emptied the
bladder, and rettum, to give the head every
pollible chance of defcending into the pelvis,
by means of long continued ftrong pains, but
finding all in' vain, he informs the woman’s
hufband of his wife’s fituation, calls in ano-
ther to juflify his conduét, and whofe advice
he liftens to, after /e alfo has examined the
patient ; being agreed that the operation is
- neceflary, he fends home for his perforating
{ciflars, blunt hook, and crotchet.

Having received his inftruments, and
placed the woman in an advantagcous po-
fition, he firlt perforates the fkull with the
fciffars, then fcoops out the brains with the
end of a table fpoon, and extraéts the cranial
bones. Ifthe pelvis be very fmall, it is com -
mon to leave the woman 24 hours, or more,
that the child may putrify in this flate, and

that
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ration, (w) which preferves the child, but
generally deftroys the mother.

It is lamentable, thatin thofe parts of the
continent where the fuperftitious prejudices
of the Roman Catholic religion have prevail-
ed, many mothers have been deftroyed (by
this operation) to fave the child’s life ; when
the deftruétion of the child might have faved
the mother. It was done under the idea,
that all infants dying unbaptized were
damned.

Women have recovered from this opera-
_ tion, when performed by midwives; Dr.
~ Smellie hasrecorded two or three fuch cafes:
and yet it has feldom fucceeded, when per-
formed by able furgeons,who are certainly the
~ moft proper perfons to undertake it, as well
as the openingofa child’s head, and the {ubfe-
quent extraction with the crotchet. Indeed,
I think it as prefumptuous for a midwife to
attempt cither, as it 1s ridiculous for a man,
or a boy, to be feen fitting at the tail of a
modeft woman, who has a natural labour.

D Hcre

{w) Opening the woman’s abdomen to take the child out
of the womb,
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Here again, Sir, you perceive, I am no
enemy to the obftetric affiftance of furgeons
on prOPER occaflions; but as Mrs. Nihell
obferves, the very term of man mid-wife is
as ablurd and inexplicable as that of woman
coach-man.  Therefore the thoufands of
gilt boards in this kingdom, which contain
the ambiguous demi-mafculine and demi-
feminine word, ought to be pointed at by
every sensisLE paflenger.

Pardon me, Sir, I only mean that the word
1s ambiguous as to its etymology, for I think
1t isa very good term to reprefent thofe com-
pound animals who ufurp a bufinefs {o proper
for women, and in eviry refpeét fo unfit,
improper, and indecent for men to purfue.

I am perfeetly of Mrs. Nihell’s opinion,
that fuch a man ought to be treated with as
much indignity, as if he undertook to clear-
ftarch, hem a ruffle, or make a bed; yea,
and with much greater; becaufe in all thefe
be 1s not called to handle the facred parts of
other men’s wives.

Again, fage-femme is the French word for
midwife, and I think /age-homme (wile, or
cunning man) is a very appofite term for

man-
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man-midwife, as thereis no other fet of men
who poffefs a f{ufficient degree of wifdom, or
cunning, to cnable themto get free accefs to
the perfons of {fo many fine women, to get
their 4:nd hufbands out of the room then, and
to get well paid for their peeping into the
bargain.

Two Inrerences fhall conclude this
letter.

Firft, If it require fo much deliberation
before the life of a mother or child be de-
ftroved, no woman runs the {fmalleft rifque
by belpeaking a midwife, as there is plenty
of time to call in male aid, after sue per-
ceives that the pelvis is deformed, and the
child does not advance by the ftrong pains.
Shouid a violent flooding happen when the
child’s head is in the pelvis, a midwife can as
{oon procure a furgeon and his forceps, as a
man-midwife can obtain his forceps; for no
man takes them 1n his pockets when firft call-
ed to a labour; but fends for them on per-
ceiving that they will be wanted.  They are
not wANTED once in 300 labours, but they
are useDp much oftener.

Secondly, How abfurd it is to hear females

D2 who
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who have natural labours, fay, ¢ I might
« bave been delivered much fooner, but the
¢ Dotlor did not come in time.” Or, ¢ I am
furemy labour would have been foonerover,
if I had been attended by a man inftead
of a woman;’ when every wife knows how
frequently children are born before help (as
they falfly call an operator in natural labours)
arrives, in {pite of all the woman’s endea-
voursto prevent it.  This clearly fhews that
nature does the work, which I have proved
from the writings of the moft eminent in the
profeffion, and that (gg times in 100) nature
nceds only to be fuperintended, but not to be
aided.

That many men have a Znack of finifhing
natural labours quicker than nature herfelf,
I readily grant; but that either mother or
child, or both, pay dearly for this mafculine
dexterity, I fhall hereafter prove.

Having gone through the confideration of
the different kinds of labour, and the ma-
nagement thereof, I wifh hereafter to be un-
derftood as referring to Natural and Manual
Labour, whenever I ufe the term Midwifery;

becaufe I confider the management of them
1o

™

[ 2l

L ]






(66 )

LETTER VII.

SIR,

YT is well known that example operates {o

powerfully on the juvenile mind, as to °
ftamp an mndelible impreflion thercon. It is
therefore my intention,

In the Tuirp place to enquire, if your
and your brethren’s mode of tcaching mid-
wifery to male pupils, be confiftent with
decency. That many of themare very young,
I hardly need mention, becaufe they are
known to be fo when they fet up in bufinefs.

If a young man poflefs a lafcivious difpo-
fition, he nceds only chufe tAat¢ profeilion,
‘and he {oon finds food for his paflions; for
in this modefl age, females who pretend to
modefty are fo man ridden, that they will put
up with the obftetric fervices of any thing
that has the appearance of a man, rather than
thofe of their own fex.

But to the propofed enquiry :

Firfl, You know, Sir, it is a rule for apo-
thecaries® apprentices to deliver their mafters’
patients (under a pretence that /e is from
home) when he expels to be called to amore

prﬂ-
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£rofitable labour ; and if no misfortune hap-
penin confequence of the boy’s inexperience,
there may not be much harm in thefe puerile
exploits ; for after the lad has told all he
Jaw in the labour room, to the young grocer,
draper, &c. who are his infeparable compa-
nions, he thinks very little more about it.
If there be any thing too difficult for him,
he fends for his mafler to manage it, and the
patient 1s fatisfied ; efpecially as the has the
pleafure to refleét, that fhe has had the {er-
vices of two males for the fee of one, and
has not been teazed by a fumbling midwife.

This then is the firft ftage of obftetric edu-
cation. After the young tyro has learncd
the praétice of midwifery during his appren-
- ticefhip, he next goes to London or Edin-
burgh to ftudy the zheory of it: therefore,

Secondly, Before he finifhes his anatomical
ftudies, he fubfcribes for two or three courfes
of obftetric leétures, and pays his part toward
the expences of the lying-in patients, and -
then commences his career.

Now, Sir, what do you think of the de.

cency of procuring Livine females, for thefe
boys to learn to ufe the catheter upon? Are

D 4 there
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there no dead female fubjeds to be found
in any of the difleéling rooms? Have they no
urethras, nor bladders? Or is it really more
decent to praflife on living [ubjetls than on
dead ones?

I do not fay that you recommend drawing
off water to be learncd on the temporary in-
habitants of the hofpital; but I know thofe
who do.

Again, What do you think, Sir, of the
decency of a touching leture ?

Is it proper to convene a number of preg-
nant women, for the purpofe of being exa-
mined all round by each pupil, in a ftanding
pofture, both on the abdomen, and per vagi-
nam ? Are not thefe women treated with lefs
decency than a farmer would treat his mare
or his cow, who wifhed to examine if fhe
carried young ?

Pray, Sir, whatis the ufe of this {aid fouch«
ing ? Why, it is defigned to qualify men to
inform mode/t women, whofe ufual fyftem 1s
a little deranged, and who cannot bear a
midwife who has born half a dozen children
10 be their cafuift, whether they are breeding

or not, and how far gone. I fay, it is for
the
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the purpofe of qualifying thele boys to fatisfy
the curiofity of women, alias female brutes,
who are fufficiently fathionable to be beyond
the reach of vulgar cenfure, and who have
Jloically forgotten to blufh, unlefsit be by'the
affiftance of rouge. Women who trample
on the laws of decorum, and under the pro-
te€tion of matrimony, ftare chaltity out of
countenance. 3

Are f{uch females proper companions for
others, who patiently wait two or three
months after they think they have conceived,
" till they can determine the matter without
the help of a midwife dottor to examine them,
firlt by the nipples, then by the vagina and
rectum, and laftly by the abdomen, ftanding
or lying, according to the advice of Dr.
Smellie? It is certainly the inTErREST of
accoucheurs to banifh modefty from the fair-
fex, becaule it is by this mean ouly that man-
midwifery can be continued : Hence the rule
among them to atk women certain queftions
when the hufbands are not within hearing ;
inftead of making the hufband the¢ mean of
inteligence.  Why do they not afk fuch
queltions in the hufband's prefence ? Or elfe

D5 alk
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afk the hufband inftead of the wife? The
reafon 1s obvious; they take this fir/? ftep
(under the protettion of their profeffion)
in order to break females in, and prepare
them for a reception of their obftetric fer-
vices.

I fay this is done under the proteétion of
their profeflion, as the hufband would cer-
tainly chaftife dny other man, who dared to
ufe {fuch indecent language to his wife.

But to refume the fubjett : I do not charge
Dr. Hamilton with a Touching Lefture; but
1 affure you, Sir, I know thofe who have at-
tended them in London.

At any rate, I think le€turers thould con-
tent themfelves with teaching their male-
pupils the increafe and elevation of the
gravid uterus; and as no fingle-man ought
to prattife midwifery, let pupils {ufpend their
touching till they get married, and can exer-
cife it lawfully. Neiiher do I think it Jaw-
ful for aAxy man to ufe the catheter on a
woman, being a bufinels proper for females
only to exercife. What do you think, Sir,
of a woman being expofed to the rurLL view

of a man, the parts being fo [welled that he
can-
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cannot find the meatus urinarius without
ocular affiftance ? and at the fame time not
in labour, but unable to pafs her water feve-
ral days after delivery.

And pray, Sir, why do not obfietric le€tu-
rers teach women how to do this, fince it
may be learned in half an hour ? Is the aha-
tomy of the bladder and urethra fo abftrufe,
that women have not a capacity to learn it ?
So you would perfuade your patients ;

“ Till their wife hufbands, gull’d by arss like thefz,
““ Grow gentle, tra@able, and tame as geg/e,*”

So much for the fecond ftage of obftetric
education; I fhall now open the grand
fcene.  You remember, Sir, it was a rule
with the late Dr. Smellie, to have his pupils
prefent at the delivery of his poor hofpital
patients, and alfo of poor women at thejy
own dwellings : the following are his own
words. ¢ In that feries of ‘courfes, one
¢ thoufand one hundred and fifty poor wo-
¢ men have been delivered in the prefence
¢ of thofe who attended me, over and above

D 6 ¢ thole

* Januaty and May, line 270.
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¢ thole difficult cafes to which we are often
¢ called by midwives*®.” Now, Sir, we will
enquire, how Dr. Smellie and thefe fwarms
of male pupils that attended together were
employed ; and for this purpole alfo I fhall
quote Dr. Smellie’s own words.

« Her breech being moved toward the
« bed-fide, fome of the gentlemen kept her
¢ in that pofition.” See Collettion 25, Num-
ber 2, Cale 3.

¢ In the year 1749, I, with my pupils, at-
¢ tended one of our women in Drury-lane.’

¢ But we were all miftaken as to the pofi-
¢ tion of the head; for 7, as well as my pupils,
¢ jmagined, that, as the head was {o low, &c.’

¢ I had her put in the fame pofition, and
¢ applied the forceps in the {ame manner as
< in the aforementioned cafe. I then pulled
¢ gently every pain, and the woman being ex-
* pofed to_fhew the operation, I was furprized
¢ to fee what I imagined the occiput come .
¢ along from under the pubes, &e.” Sce
Cafe 1I1I. Colleétion 28.

Oh the modeft Dr. Smellie! he firft per-

mitted

* Preface to his Midwifery,
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mitted all his pupils to examine the patient,
and then uncovered her during the operation
with the forceps, that they al/ might fee the
child’s entrance into the world.

But I will quote another cafe or two.
¢ A woman in the year 1743 belpoke me to
¢ attend her. I had the patient laid {upine,
¢ acrofs the bed, and her legs fupported by
“ two of my pupils.” See Col. 23, N° 1,
Cale II. :

“ As the midwives and gentlemen could
* not feel any part of the child prefent, they
¢ fulpeéted it would be a preternatural cafe,
¢ andfent for me.” See Col. 23, Calfe 5, N°i.
- ¢ Being called in the year 1743, to a woman
¢ in St. Alban’s ftreet, &c.’ ¢ 7 was obliged |
¢ to turn her on her back, and acrofs the
© bed, with her breech to the fide, and her
¢ legs fupported by two affiftants.” See Col.
SPoM NP s CaleL, :

It appears that the do&or was noz obliged
to pull this woman about in this manner, as
there were two females prefent, who were
much more proper for that talk than the
dotlor. Befides, it would have been more
decent to call the woman’s hufband up to

do
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do it, if at home., But you know, Sir, huf-
bands are very inconvenient in labour rooms,
as they might happen to be a little angry at
Jeeing their wives turned into one pofition
after another, by the doftor; and then ex-
amined, and their legs fupported by his
pupils, and finally, turned dare, and expofed
to the eyes of all prefent. Therefore, Sir,
let the prefent cuftom be continued, per-
{fuade hufbands that none but medical high-
priefts muft enter the fan¢tum fanttorum, and
that 1t is quite indecent for the patient’s own
hufband to attend the birth of his ewn child.
Tell them that 1t is (rue courage in a huf=
band, to fly from his wife’s diftrefs, while
her mother, or {ifter flies to it. Tell them,
that hufbands muft «ffeéf to be quite un-
manned when their wives are in labour, and
muft fay they cannot withftand the fcene.
Tell them, they ought to run out of fight, if
their wives happen to fall into the water,
and by no means look Aow another man
faves them. Tell them it is [purious {ympa-
thy which approaches diftrefs ; like that of
the Virgin Mary, who ftood by the crofs,
when her fon was dying in fuch agonies.

Or
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Or like that of the Samaritan, who took care
~ of the wounded ftranger; and don’t forget
to tell them, that the prieft and the Levite
who would not go near him; atted nobly.

- If a woman in labour want any encourage-
ment, you know, Sir, Aer hufband is the
moft zmproper perfon in the world to impart
it, that being the doétor’s province.

Indeed, Sir, there can be no occafion for
a hufband to attend his wife’s labour, in order
to protett her from the infults of her man-
midwife, becaufe there is no danger of pupils
being corrupted by the example of their
le€turer. Medical men are as immaculate
as our firft parents were before their fall ;
therefore Dr. Smellie’s pupils carried his
advice into their praétice, becaufe his own
prattice was {o confonant therewith,

 An accoucheur’ (fays he, defcribing the
qualifications of men-midwives) ¢ ought to
att and fpeak with the utmoft delicacy of
decorum, and never violate the truft re-
pofed in him, {o as to harbour the leaft in-
decent or immoral defign, but demean
him[elf in all refpeés fuitable to the dig-
nity of his profeffion,’ Now, Sir, you plain-

ly
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ly perceive what the doétor meant by this
harangue ; or if you cannot underftand him,
I will endeavour to affit you fherein.

He undoubtedly withed to tell his pupils,
that altho’ they had feen him uncover women
before them a//, and turn and twift them ac-
cording to his own pleafure; at the fame
time permitting them (his pupils) to hold
their legs afunder, and examine them per
vaginam ; they muft take care to ¢ att with
¢ delicacy of decorum, and demean them-
¢ {elves in all refpeéts fuitable to the dignity
¢ of their profeflion ;> —— whenever the huf-
band was prefent. A dignified profeflion
truly ! Dignified by attions which the mafter
of a brothel would blufh at.

And are thefe the men to whofe Zands 1
am compelled (by the laws of fafhion and
cuftom) to commit the moft facred part of
my wife’s perfon, to treat it as they pleale;
not daring to vifit her, till they have done
with her? I once knew a man that afked
Jeave of his wife’s accoucheur, to attend her
(his own wife) during her delivery. The
dofor anfwered, ¢ It is indelicaie, Sir, and

¢ ] advife you not to do it.’ |
My
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My wife is now pregnant, Sir, and I ai-
fure you, if I fhould fo far forget that I am
the mafter of my own houle, as to put fuch
a queftion to an accoucheur, when fhe 1s
delivered, I will carry the matter to its ne
plus ultra, and by no means prefume to re-
vifit her bed, at the end of the month, till I
have obtained the dottor’s leave {o to do.

You muft be convinced, that it 1s improper
(on many accounts) for huibands to attend
their wives’ labours, when they employ men-
midwives ; and that the requifition of their
abfence, was from the beginning, and ftillis,
a very wife and prudent meafure ; for which
I fhall give you {till better reafons hereafter.
In the mean time,

I have the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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Y LETTERIVII,
SIR,

T HAVE juft been thinking, it might have

been full as modeft, if Dr. Ofborn had
not fuffered his go pupils to- examine Eliz,
Sherwood when fhe was in labour; as his
own defcription of her cafe would have
anfwered the fame purpofe. But it feems
Dr. Smellie was by no means fingular in
drilling his obfletric recruits to face any thing,
and go through thick and thin, when called
to withftand a troop of petticoats. Poor
bafhful young gentlemen! they certainly
{tart at a flalh in the pan on their firft en-
trance among the delicate corps ; but they are
not fent into the field of praélice, till they
be qualified to march to the female tent
without difmay.

I {hall now confider, how far your mode
of teaching midwifery to young men, is con-
fiftent with decency.

In the cafe of Mrs. Gray, you obferve,
that two of your pupils waited on her, name-
ly, Dr. Daly and Dr. Ball; that the former
was prefent at her preceding labour (by

Jfavour



Sl R

favour of another pratlitioner) and knew
her again ; that your fon alfo attended her
at the requeft of Dr. Daly. Another time
fhe was attended by Mr. Cathcart and Mr.
Woodford, being two of your pupils. Here
then we ﬁhd, no lefs than fix men are as well
. acquainted with Mrs. Gray’s perfon as her
own hufband is, and all this perfettly con-
filtent with objletric decency.

In the cafe of Nelly Sanderfon, who was
admitted into the lying-in ward of the Royal
Infirmary, Saturday, May 12, 17g2, you
obferve, the pupils of your clals were fent
for, although the os uteri was only beginning
to dilate. Though 40 years old, and ricketty,
the pupils muft be admitted to her in the
very beginning of her lingering labour.

You alfo fay, that on the 23d, at eleven
o'clock at night, your fon requefted, that the

‘gentlemen attending might leave her to the
care of the matron of the ward all night, that
fhe might not be fatigued by their eﬁquiries,
nor overheated by their crowding the room,

You then proceed to obferve, that in the
morning of the 24th, thé matron, oblerving
an alteration in the child’s pofitiony defired

the



R SR G R

the pupils to be immediately called. Now,
Sir, are you perfeétly fatisfied, that it is con-
biftent with both decency and fafety, to fend
a number of young men to examine a poor
creature in labour when they pleafe ? I fup-
pole this is what you mean, by the term,
¢ faliguing enquiries.” Does not fuch over-
heating, and fuch crowding often produce a
- fever, from which thé patient does not al-
ways recover ?

Does not the fight of fo many- males, long
before the forcing pains commence, add
mental terror to bodily pain? If the ap-
proach of one flrange man retard the labour
(which before was in a promifing and forward
flate) which has often been the cafe, what
effect mufl the prefence and repeated exami-
nations of 40 or 50 mad-headed young fel-
lows have ? Is not the os uteri, and alfo the
os externum rendered rigid, by making fo
free with them? Are not the membranes
often prematurely broken by the fame means?
In fhort, Sir, do you think it decent and
becoming, to fuffer fuch a number of young
men to be in a room with a woman in labour;
provided they do nothing but Jopz on? Isit

| not
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not treating a human being as if fhe were a
cow calving ?

You may be ready to fay, that pupils
ought to attend all the labours, in order to
learn how to manage the various kinds of
labour.

In anfwer to this, I obferve, they have no
loccafion to learn natural and manual labours
lat all, being the bufinefs of females. If they
i mult do i it, only one ought to be fent to each
.PatILl]t.

- They have no occafion to learn the ufe of
the forceps on nature, as the machine is as
applicable to them. In this particular Dr’s.
Smicllie and Ofborn perfeélly agree with me,
“ In the courfe of my le€lures,’ (fays Dr.
Smellie) ¢ almoft every obfervation has a
¢ reference to the working of thofe machines
“ which I have contrived to refemble and
* reprelent real women and children ; and
on which all the kinds of different labours
are demonftrated, and even performed, by
‘ every individual ftudent, ¥’

-y

¢ He

* See the preface to Smellie’s Midwif‘cry.
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¢ He muft have attually performed it on
the machines with his own hands very many
times, and thereby acquired a compeTENT

knowledge of the THEORY,anda PERFECT
knowledge of the prACTICE *.
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Now, Sir, I would afk you, what your
pupils can learn at a labour when the forceps:
are ufed, and where the patient’s parts are
not expoled to their vzew during the delivery ?
The forceps can only be uled by one at a
time, and if the woman be covered, the reft
cannot know Low they are ufed ; but if wo-
“men be uncovered with as little ceremony as
the machine is, they may have ocular de-
monftration. Forceps cales {eldom occur,
and I with they were the only occafions of
indecency.

It is perfecily confiftent with decency for
a plurality of women to attend labours with
a view to information, but there ought not
to be {o many as to heat the room, or injure
the patient with their noife. At any rate,
a patient cannot be {o much alarmed by the
prefence and examinations.of her own f{ex,

as by a parcel of boys about her bed.
It

* Sce Effays on the Practice of Midwifery, p. g7.
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It 1s very decent for midwives to learn the
ufe of the catheter on living females, and the
art of touching, in order to afcertain whether
women be pregnant or not, and how far
gone; but that it is abominably indecent
for men to draw off water, attend touching
leCtures, and labours in crowds, I will main-
tain; therefore they are naturally difqualified
to learn midwifery according to the rules of
decency ; and they are much more difquali-
fied to pratiife it according to thofe rules,
however they may pretend to do it, becaufe
it requires an intercourfe between the two
fexes, which decorum cannot tolerate when
it 1s unneceflary. What a fhame it is for a
man to {et himlelf up, to tell women how far
they are gone with child? And yet men pre-
tend to be better judges than midwives, who
(having bad children) know the changes in
the gravid uterus experimentally,

Before I difmifs this head, I have a very
ferious quefltion to put to you.

Is the Continental Chair ufed in Edin-
burgh, or is it not ?

Obferve, I do not affirm ity as it is pof-
fible I may have been mifinformed ; my in-

teiligencc
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tclligence was received from an Edinburgh
pupil, whole name 1s at your fervice, Ifit
be not ufed, a fimple negative will fuffice to
remove the fufpicion; therefore I fhall not
comment on the ufe of it in this work, but
content myfelf with declaring, that fuch a
‘method of delivery (by males) ought not to
be tolerated in a civilized nation, becaufe
all the attendants may fee the woman’s parts,
and the expulfion of the feetus and placenta,
if they will take the trouble to look.

If this- be permitted in the Edinburgh
hofpitals, I am no longer at a lofs for the
reafon why {o many male pupils attend one

patient together : at the fame time I muft

confels, that a great number of pupils attend
the lying-in hofpitals together in ILondon:
{o the foutk needs reformation as well as the

north. After what has been faid, I leave you

and the public to determine, whether the
education of men-midwives be confiftent
with decency; and whether modsff females
ought to commit their perfons into their de-
licate hands, when their hulbands are not in
the room to proiefl them from infult, by

being

-i
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LETTER 1X.

SIR,
I AM now arrived at the FourTn propofi-

tion, viz. To fhew what effeéls are pro-
duced by TaaT mode of educating men-
midwives, which has been the fubjeét of the
laft two letters.

Firfl, Danger and indecency are the ef-
fetts of the firft ftage of fuch an education.

By the firlt ftage, I mean, the praélice of
apprentices, before they have learned the
theory of midwifery.

One of the pupils at St. Bartholomew’s
hofpital, told me, about a-year ago, that bhe
attended one of his mafter’s patients in
Jabour, and found the navel-ftring prefented
firft, which he returned, ~and fent for his
mafter, not knowing how to proceed. I
hardly need inform you, the child was sTiLL
BoRrRN ; nor can you doubt but this novice
broke the membranes by his officious and
awkward examinations, and caufed the funis
to defcend in the current of waters, before
the head had entered the pelvis.

So much for the death of onk child, by
CIll-
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employing boysin midwifery! but you know,
Sir, boys muft be more expert and fafe than
women who have delivered hundreds, or
perhaps thouflands fafely, becaule ziey are
only women after all.

I fhall not trouble you with any more
cafes in allufion to this fir/2 ftage, but con-
tent myfelf with two interrogations refpeét-
ing the decency of it, which I before touched

upon. | -

~ What kind of decency is that which tole-
rates the prefence of fuch boys (to fay nothing
about their handling, &c.) in a labour room3
and which at the fame time requires the ab.
fence of a hufband, who is old enough to be
the operator’s father ? And what is the rea
fon that midwife doétors (both young and old)
require the abfence of hufbands, while they
deliver their wives?

Thefe queftions I leave you to anfwer.

I now enter on the fecond ftage, whereon
I fhall not dwell long:

You may perhaps have heard, that one of
the London pupils was caught in bed with
his patient the day before her delivery.

You have not heard (L apprehend) that

E 2 four
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four pupils uncovered a female from the
feet to the wailt, not twelve months {ince,
declaring they would /fee if fhe was a fine
woman.

This, however, I was an involuntary wit-
nels to.

Nor have you heard, that one of them
defired his patient to guide his hand to the
parts where {he felt pain, pretending he could
not underftand fo well by a verbal defcrip-
tion. This alfo I was a witnefs to.

I now pafs on to the conduét of thofe who
have entered into bufinefs, after receiving
fuch a decent education.

I believe I need notinform you, that thofe
of them who are hearty fellows, and under-
{tand drinking as well as wenching, {fome-
times go a ftep too far in their cups, and
defcribe the hidden charms of their fair
patients to their pot companions ; and fome-
times the intelligence circulates till it reaches
the ears of their hufbands, who (no doubt)
muft be pleafed to hear what fine limbs, &c,
their wives have.

This aflertion I am prepared to prove.

I well remember being. told about ten
years
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years fince, by a medical gentleman who had
jult commenced man-widwite, (and who has
fince pleafed the ladies fo well that he can
afford to keep a carriage) that he had been
to deliver Mrs. of her firft child, and
that fhe was the fineft mads woman he knew.

I apprehend, Sir, you can auels how he
became acquainted with her fine make. It
was certainly in the way of his profeflion.

Do you think he could have judged fo w:ll
of her fine make, if her hufband had been
prefent? Hufbands ought certainly to keep
at a proper diftance from their wives, when
‘men-midwives are bulfily and curioufly em-
ployed about their perfons ; and that, for
- very decency’s lake.

Need I introduce the gallant Dr. Morley,
or the famous Suffolk hero, both of whom
were tried for ravifhing their obftetric pati-
ents; or fhall I pals on to your own coun-
tryman, Dr. Smellie, and call him out of his
grave as a witnefs to the fublequent praétice

of thofe who are

not educated in the
Emperor of Morocco’s feraglio ; nor among
the Bramins and their concubines, at Surat ;
but within the chafle walls of a Britifh lying-

&3 n
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in hofpital, where males pradife # I fay,
fhall T quote the teftimony of Dr. Smellic,
concerning the modefty of thofe men whofe
gilt lnara’s court the attention of every pal-
fing female ?
¢ Mr. . was called about two or three in
the morning, and found a leg of the child
¢ prelenting; but when he tried to bring
‘ down the body of the child, he found that
¢ it was large, and the pelvis parrow. He
¢ fent immediately for Mr. W. in Bifhop(-
¢ gate fireet, who brought down the body,
¢ but could not deliver the head, &c. 1 be-
¢ ing called, arrived about eight o'clock,
‘ and took two gentlemen along with me, I
“ had her laid acrofs the bed, her breech a
¢ little over the fide, and fwo of the gentle-
¢ men {upported her legs; one of them allo
¢ fupported her body till I introduced my
¢ right hand, &c.” See Coll. 35, cale 13.

Here we find rour of thele gentlemen
buly at once, two about the women’s legs,
onc about her body, and one trying to de-
hver her.

And how came they to be fo officicus?

Were not three females to be found, in, or
about
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about Bifhopfgate-fireet? Dr. Smellie tells
us how Mr. H. and Mr. W. happened to
purfue this indecent conduél; they were
both educated under /m about eight years
before. So that they were fo well grounded
in their hofpital leffons (holding up women's
leas, when {prawled out belore an operator’s
eyes) as to carry them faithfully into their
own private practice, eight years afterward.
Surely, Sir, thofe women who are fo fooli/hly
ferupulous as to employ midwives, mulfl
envy the happy lot of this woman, who was
fupported by the foft and delicate hands of
three gentlemen, who were [o &ind and tender
as to lay afide all foolifh ceremony, in order
to avoid giving trouble to the woman’s hul-
band, who ought by no means to make /o free
with his wife when delivered, as thele three
- auxiliary dolors did. They allo avoided
giving trouble to the woman’s female friends,
by this extraordinary kindnefs.

Many women have faid, it matters not
who are engaged about their perfons, when
their violent pains come on; neither fex
nor number can then affeét them, being too
much occupied with their agonies. This I

E 4 know
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know is true; but are they unaffeted by
males in the beginning of labour? are they
incapable of anticipation and refleftion? can
a modeft woman be pleafed with herfelf for
expoling her parts to another man befides
her hufband, when it might have been pre-
vented by employing one of her own fex,
who (fhe knows) has delivered hundreds fafe-
ly? Did not a lady in the city continue
eight days in labour, becaule her pains re-
ceded, whenever the dotor (who was forced
on her by her friends), approached her? I
can tell you her name, if you defire it.

If 1t be lawful to employ men in midwi-
fery, (who ufe as little ceremony with a wo.
man, asif fhe belonged to the brute crea-
tion) in preference to females, why not call
in a flout porier, or chairman, to hold a wo-
man in labour, in preference to women?
why pot fend for a man to injell a clyfter?
why not employ male-nurfes, &c. &c.?

Well, Sir,do you want any farther proof,
that an indecent education i/ produce an
indecent operator ? Proor, I fay, for I have
not entertained you witha {enfelefs harangue,
or with dogmatic 1pse pix1rTs; but I have

re-
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related a few fafls, believing (with the poet)

that .
« By unT truths more mifchief than nick falthoods do.’

Thefe truths I fubmit to the confideration
of thofe hufbands, who have hitherto em-
ployed men to deliver theirwives; but who,
owing to affefted fenfibility, jealouly, or a
fear of having their ears pulled (being hen-
pecked) during their wives’ pains, which
make them crofs and captious, have always
fneaked out of the room as foon as the doc-
tor entered 1t, leaving him to be the fole

lord of the bedchamber.

I have the honour to be, &c.

E g LET-
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LETTER “X.

SIR,
SHALL, in the Freru place, enquire
whether the prattice of male-midwives

(when 1nftruments are not wanted) be con-
iftent with fafety to mother and child.

Under this head alfo, I {hall do little more
than relate fimple fats, and add thereto a
few quotations ; leaving you and the public
to comment thereon. And, firft, I thall call
your attention to the fatal circumflance
which took place under the hands of the late
Dr. W. You have doubtlefs heard of it,
therefore 1 fhall relate it very briefly.

The dottor had occafion to introduce his
hand into the uterus, after it had begun to
contraét, and doubled his fift to refift it, in-
ftecad of keeping it flat during each pain;
therefore the womb {plit upon his hand.
One of the patient’s inteftines defcended
through the rent, and the dotor cut it off
with his {ciffars, wrapped it up in a cloth,
and put it in his pocket: the nurfe hearing
her miftrefs fhriek, fufpected he had done
fomething wrong, and picked the cloth out

of
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of his pocket, having feen him put it in.
When fhe faw the reeking gut, fhe fhrieked,

and fell down in a {woon.
The confufion brought others in the houfe

up ftairs; feveral dottors were called in 1m-
mediately, who endeavoured to glols over
the bufinefs; for though confcience com-
pelled Dr. W. to declare ne had ruptured
the womb, they repeatedly anfwered, ¢ You
¢ mean to fay, the uterus 1s ruptured, dottor.’

Some have tried to excule the dottor, by
faying, ne was not fober; but I would alk,
whether a drunkard ought to pratiife midwi-
fery ? and allo, whether there are not many
profeflors of it guilty of this vice ?

One of the London letturers (not Dr.
Ofborn) tells his pupils the following ftory,
as well as the preceding one ; which I have
heard him do repeatedly.
© Some years fince I was called to a very
impatient woman,. who perpetually teazed
me to try pains, imagining it eafed her.
Though the labour was not in a forward
ftate, fhe was not fatisfied when I was away
from her; therefore I kept my finger in
the vagina, and fell alleep in THAT

E 6 SI'TU-
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SITUATION. When a ftrong pain came,
I awoke, and then nodded again, till I fell
into a {ound fleep, (having been up two or
three preceding nights)and did not awake,
ull the liquor amnii was running down my
arm. The firft thing I felt, was the funis ;
greatly alarmed, and hardly knowing what

¢ to do between fleeping and waking, I did

nothing. The pulfation foon ceafed, and

the child was born dead. 1 then afked,
¢ when fhe had felt the child, fhe faid,
¢ Very lately.” 1 perfuaded her it muft be

“ a miftake, having been dead a confiderable

“ time. So I faved my reputation, though

* 1 unfortunately loft the child by my ne-

‘ gligence.’

Would the doftor have been caught nap-
ping, if the woman’s hufband had been in
the room ? And would the child’s life have
been loft ? |

Some years f{ince, a poor woman in Lon-
don, difmifled the midwife who had deliver-
cd her feveral times, becaule a man (who now
cuts a very great figure) offered to attend her
for half the fum. The next time fhe faw
her midwife, fhe told her, 1T wasa pEAR de-

livery
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livery to her, as fhe was never likely to
recover the wounds fhe had received from
his inftruments.

Not long fince, one of the firft-rate Lon-
don doftors was called to attend a woman,
whofe pelvis was fomewhat diftorted. It
happened however, that the head was (by the
pains alone) forced fo low in the pelvis, that
the hair on the fcalp appeared without the
labia pudendi*. He then fent for two other
Doctors to confult with concerning the beit
mode of relieving the patient ; but what 1s
very fingular, without trying what he could
do with the forceps, in a cafe fo likely to
have fucceeded with them, he opened the
head before his brethren arrived, though
they came almoft as foon as called. Unfor-
tunately the uterus was torn, before he could
extract the fcetus, {o that the woman died in a
few minutes. If the Dottor can reconcile
the omiffion of the forceps, and the opening
of the head without confultation, after the
gentlemen were fent for, with his confcience,
I am perfuaded, he does not liften to its re-
monftrances.

He

*® External lips of the vagina,
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He f{urely thinks it no crime to murdera
child zn utero. 'This cale I was told, by one
who was prefent at it, and who examined the
woman repeatedly.

Perhaps this Dottor followed the advice
of one of the London lefturers, who tells his
pupils ¢to call in all the Doétors in the
* neighbourhood, whether accoucheurs or
¢ apothecaries, or even their apprentices, if
¢ they be not at home, when the uterus hap-
¢ pens to be torn.  And’(fays he) ¢ you do
¢ not convene them with a view to confulta-
¢ tion, becaufe immediate delivery is the
¢ only mode to purlue, but in order to pre-
¢ ferve your own reputation ; for they will
¢ take care to fhelter you from thofe afper-
¢ fions, which muft otherwife be caft on you
¢ after fuch an accident, by every one bear-
¢ ing a little of the blame, inftead of your
¢ having to bearitall. Where {fo many are
¢ called in, the neighbours can hardly find
¢ out who was the original operator.” This
advice I heard given. Itis a curious joke,
that a number of men or boys muft be call-
led in—not to affift the fuffering woman, but
to fupport the Dottor’s charafler ; and for-

footh, the hufband muft pay them ! This is
another
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another effeét of hufbands not attending their
wives’ labours, when they employ men. It
were impoflible to impofe thus far on the
bufband, 1f he was in the room ; he would
foon {ee the drift of the confultation.

When obftetric impofition is /E:z.efz.f.r:ﬁcazf@y
taught, it is high time to lay it before the
public.

In a difficult cafe, a fecond operator ought
to be called, with a view to confult with, and
jultify every prorERr ftep which the firft has
taken ; but it is a farce, to call half-a-dozen,
or half a fcore, where only oNE mode can
be purfued.

A woman in Wapping (not long fince) en-
gaged a Doftor of fome eminence in the
neighbourhood to deliver her ; finding her
pelvis diftorted, be took his leave, promifing
to return when the labour was further advan-
ced; butinftead of doing that, he ordered his
fervants to fay, ne was from home ; fo that
the patient’s friends could not fee him again,
though they fent for him feveral times during
the three days of the patient’s labour. ‘This
was related to me, by a perfon who affifted in
the delivery,

An
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An accoucheur near London was called to
a lady who had previoufly fent*for her mid-
wife, but who was taken with a hemorrhage
before her arrival ; but, flrange to tell, he
would do nothing, becaufe the hufband
would not {end for another male-midwife,
though the woman was in very dangerous
circumftances owing to delay ; and had not
the midwife, who related the cafe to me, ar-
rived in time to {ave her, the mufl have died
very foon,

A hemorrhage you know, Sir, does not
always allow the operator to wait for advice,
before he fets about the delivery, as {uch
delay may prove fatal; therefore this gen-
tleman’s conduét was reprehenfible.

A gentleman who runs through a great
deal of bufinefs, was befpoke to attend a wo-
man in my neighbourhood ; when he ar-
rived, he turned the child, faying, it pre-
fented wrong, and then went away : he re-
turned in an hour and a half, but in the mean
time the mother’s pains had expelled the
child.

He attended another woman of her firft
child, and (having an engagement to {pend

his




({ 'Tgny- )

his evening from home) he forcibly opened
the woman’s pzfrts, inftead of waiting the el-
fc(t of the pains, which cauled a PROLAPSUS
vacin & * after delivery,and an infufferable
forenefs in the partsy; which fhe has not yet
recovered, being ftill fubjeél to the prolaplus.
Another time when he was in a hurry, he
would not wait till the placenta was expelled,
but tore it away in lefs than 15 minutes af-
ter the foetus was born.

Was his conduét juftifiable in any of the
three cafes, Sir ? the firft was told to my wite
by the woman herfelf, and the other two I
cannot be miftaken in, being in the houle
wiEN and wHERE they happened.

A Doétor was fent for by a midwife to de-
liver a poor woman, who could not expel the
child after the head had entered the pelvis;
heafked, why Dr. , who lived nearer, was
not applied to ; the meflenger faid, he was
from home, and would not return till the
next day ; ¢ the woman muft wait till he does
¢ return’ (anfwered the Zender-hearted Doc-
tor) ¢ for I will not go out of my neighbour-
¢ hood.” Another gentleman was procured,

who

# Defcent of the vagina through the external lips.
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who delivered her of a dead child with his
forceps, which ne affured me, might have
been {aved by timely affiltance.

I fhall now quote a few cales from Dr.

Smellie’s works. ¢ In the year 1750, I was

¢

called by a midwife to a very fat woman,
near the age of forty in labour of her firt
child. The patient’s friends (being uneafy)
had fent for a gentleman of the profeflion,
who, in attempting to deliver the patient,
faid he had BroxEe kis inflruments, and
went home to fetch another ; but inftead
of returning, he fent a meflage, importing,
that he was obliged to go and attend another
patient,

“ The head advanced, and the woman was
delivered in about half an hour after I ar-
rived. There was a {mall opening through
one of the parietal bones of the child’s
fkull; yet none of the cerebrum was evacu-
ated, though a great deal of blood was dif-
charged, notwithftanding the application
of proper comprefles; and the poor child
pDIED moaning, in five or fix hours after
its birth." See Col. 16, No. 1, Cafe 3.
Another .blefled effect of man-midwifery !
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the child was killed by ufing a force upon its
head which broke the in{ftrument ; and after
the ruffian had left the mother to p1E, for
the fake of getting a better fee, the child was
expelled by---NATURE owLy. ¢ But the

fillet having galled and TorN part of the

]

hairy scarr from the occiput, was the oc-

calion of a violent inflammation, of which
the child died in a few days. The mother,
however, recovered tolerably well; and
fince that time has had pretty eafly labours.’
Dr. Smellie tells us this child alfo was born
by the efforts of nature, though it loft its life
by the fillet, which Dr. Smellie repriman-
ded the operator privately for ufing fo unfea-
fonably. See Col, 16, No. 1, Cafe g,

‘But Dottors take care to publifh the er-
rors of midwives as much as poffible.

“ She bad been attended by a perfon of
¢ No cducation or praétice in midwifery ;
who finding the membranes broken, ima-
gined it was his bufinefs to promote the
delivery with all poffible expedition ; and
with that view, fatigued the patient excef-
fively, by ordering her to walk about and
bear down with all her force at every in-

¢ confliderahle
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¢ confiderable pain.” Coll. 15, No. g, Cale 2.
In the following cafe he fays, ¢ Soon after
¢ this occafion, I was called to a labour by
a gentleman of very little experience in
“ the pratice of midwifery, &c.” ¢ 1 con-
¢ cluded that the labour had been rendered
¢ tedious from the premature rupture of the
membranes, I then gave the gentleman &
¢ friendly advice in private, &c.’

The next cale but one bLe mentions a
woman who nearly loft her life, by being
oeL1GED to have male afliftance, as fhe
would not fuffer himto examine her without
'grf:af. reluftance, and would by no means _
fuffer him to draw off her urine, which fhe
could not pafs. She permitted him to do 1t
after delivery, when i1t was obftructed three
days, and for eight weeks afterwards fhe
loft the power of retention. ¢ As for the
¢ child, (fays he) it was probably loft by her
¢ timorous difpofition.” By her mode/l difpo-
fition he means; for fhe could not fubmit to
unneceflary male help, being repugnant to
human nature.

There are yet a few women, who have.

not been whirled into the fafhionable vortex.
The
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The two former cafes prove that there are
ignorant men as well as women, though
females think themlelves {afe in men’s hands
only. Indeed, I wifh all men were as ig-
norant of the management of natural labours
as thefe two were; for Tuey ought to be
attended by women only.

Dr. Smellie gives an account of an infant’s
head being inhumanly opened (Coll. g,
Cale 18.) at Sudbury. The following are a
few extralls from the letter which he received
concerning the tranfattion; and from his an-
{wer thereto.

The letter was from Meflrs. B. & L dated
B. 1751.
¢ A cafe which happened at Sudbury laft
Friday or Saturday, attended with the fol-
lowing circumftances ; which we {hall very
fairly and juftly rclate, pardy from the
‘teltimony of the midwife attending, who
had delivered her before, and is in vegry
good repute in thefe parts, and partly from
¢ our common knowledge of the woman’s
appearance ; to wit, ﬂm is* rather robuft,
STRONG conftitution, large, sTRAGHT,

and feemingly quite weLr proportioned.
¢ She
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She was in labour about fix or feven hours ;
pains pretty fevere, but not very frequent,
nor any figns of flooding; at which time
fhe fends for one who pretends to praétife
midwifery, (more frecm impatience and
inclination than any for¢ of neceffity,) who
fancied as foon as he came, that fome-
thing muft immediately be done, and there-
fore proceeded to fhow his inimitable dex-
terity, by making the woux~D you now fee
with a common pair of {ciflars. as foon as
he could poffibly reach the unnarry
pABE; which came into the world a mosT
SHOCKING BLEEDING vicTIM, &c.’
¢ We cannot fee any material ufe this
opening could be of; as no crotchet was
employed, the contents not evacuated, nor
the opening large enough for the futures to
collapfe much ; he at laft bringing it along
- with only his fingers.’
The following is part of Dr. S.”s an{wer.
¢ I cannot help thinking with you, that
the gentleman has beena little too hafty in
the operation. The woman had been fafely
delivered before, at this time was ftrong,
bhad firong pains, only fix hours in labour,
¢ the
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¢ the head when opened coming along only
¢ withthe affiltance of his fingers in the open-
€ ing. The gentleman either from GrEAT
¢ ignorance of his profeffion, or hurry of
¢ other bufinefs, which laft is a moft fhocking
¢ reafon, did certainly aél the part of a 3ap
¢ accoucheur.” This child then was evident-
ly loft (like many others) from the mother’s
impatience and inclination to bave a man call-
‘ed .

He informsus, cafe 27 of the fame col-
lelion, that a gentleman near London ufed
his forceps prematurcly, and lamented that
he was frequently tempted to operate, before
11t was ablolutely necelfary, owingto a hurry
‘of other bufinels.

Col. 27, No. 2, Cale 6, Dr. Smellie re-
Jates the death of a woman, the fecond morn-
iing after her delivery of a ftill-born child.

It is no wonder that sorn died, if we re-
iflect a moment on Dr. Smellie’s anfwer to
ithe cale. ¢ No doubt (fays he) 7 {hould have
® been tempted perhaps even to ufe as great
¢ force as you did, when there was fo good a
¢ hold; but yet you may conlider how much
!‘ the [oft parts of a woman must fuffer, by.

| . ¢ BENDING
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¢ 3ENDING 5O sSTRONG aninftrument againit
¢ them, As THE BLADE you {ent me.’

Thefe are the confequences of employing
men for fafety ! |

Col. 49, Cafe 2, No. 1, Dr. Smellie men-
tions a child being ftill-born, and a woman -
thrown into convulfions by the man-midwife
giving her too much opium; and that the
faid operator fcolded the hufband for calling
him in, and damned all midwives for igno-

rant b S

In the preceding cafe, he defcribes a quar-
rel in a labour room, between one male
operator who did not know how to manage
2 natural labour, and another, who by art
and cunning had got 2 name amongft the
lower fort of patients.

In the fuccceding cafe, he mentions Dr. C.
who being over officious (when called in by
a midwife) would examine cvery thing, and
called out that the woman was tore, being
delivered before he arrived. He went and
drefled the parts every day. ¢ Unluckily for
¢ (his novice in the art (fays Dr. Smellie)
¢ the fame accident, to amuch greater degree,
¢ happened to himf{elf a little after; the mid-

¢ wife
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wife heard of this incident, on which fhe
hunted him out, and attacked him every
where, upbraiding him with being guilty
in REALITY of what he had villanoufly
and FarserLy laid to her charge.’

In the laft cafe, he fays, ¢ A gentleman
many years ago, made a great buftle, got
into a confiderable fhare of low and mid-
dling prattice by taking low prices. He
abufed the midwives, right or wrong,
wherever he was called.” ¢ Frequently, in-
flead of waiting in lingering cafes, where
the head prefented right, he turned the
child, and brought it by the feet; by which
method both mother and child were orrexn
loft.’

¢ Neverthelefs he gained fome credit by
exaggerating and making cafes appear def-
perate to thofe concerned.” ¢ To my cer-
tain knowledge, he was thus the occafion
of many bad cafes.’

Col. 41, Cafe 2, No. 6, he fays, ¢ Every
thing was in a right way for a' sarg de-
Ii.ng_ry; but as the cafe was tedious and
lingering, both the woman and her friends
were 1mpatient, and had fent for an old

K ¢ blund-
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blundering pretender in that neighbours
hood, who told the patient, that fhe was in
the utmoft danger, if fhe was not imme-
diatcly delivered. He faid, he hoped he
could fave her life, but the child was dead
already. The woman’s pains had been
vigorous; but thefe difmal operations
frightened her fo much, that when Iarrived,
they were quite gone off. After conver-
fing with the patient, we (all five) went into
another room, where the parties began to
quarrel : I called the old blundering prac-
titioner afide, and told him my opinion,
that the woman was in no danger; but by

time and patience I hoped would be fafely
delivered. Nay, I threatened to have him

called before the college, if he infifled on
any wviolent operation. The wMibpwire
delivered her sareLy next day.’

Coll. 40, No. 1, Cafe 6, Dr. Smelliefays,
I was indeed told by feveral gentlemen of
the profeffion, of an o/d rough prattitioner
at fome diftance from London, who, when
called in laborious cafes, delivers imme-

diately with crotchet or forceps; tears the
¢ parisy
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¢ paris, ftitches them up, and, as the common
¢ phrafe is, MAKES furgeon’s work.’

And are there no men-midwives who abu/e
eperators; RIGHT OR WRONG, now? Yes,
they are fure to fhow their difapprobation
of what a woman has done, by knitting their
brows, or fhaking their heads, when called
in, though fhe has done exattly what they
themfelves ufually do in the fame cafe. DBut
~ (as Dr. Ofborn fays) if any untoward circum-
ftance happens by their own mifmanagement,
they always attribute it to the original dif-
ficulty of the cafe, asno woman is called in
 to dete them, and they always juflify each

olh¢rs RIGHT OR WRONG.
" Yes, and there are many ignorant male
midwives [/, according to Dr. Ofborn’s
account, who fays, page 471, ¢ A very, and
¢ roo general method is, for the ftudents to
¢ defer their attendance on midwifery lec-
¢ tures, till they are ready to return into the
¢ country, and then they Aurry through a
¢ fingle courfe, and orTeN, I am afraid, are
¢ fatisfied with the [flight and loofe accounts of
¢ the theory and praitice of midwifery, inter-

Fg ¢ [perfed-
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¢ fperfed by the profeffors of anatomy.’ Drr

relates the following circumftance i
his leétures, which clearly proves that Dr.,
Ofborn is not miftaken in this point :

A gentleman, who had juft fetup in the
¢ country, being called to a labour; aften
¢ examining the patient, faid, It is well youl
¢ {ent for me, this being a new cafe, juft!
¢ found out in London, which no one herew.
« about underftands.

¢ He then ran down fairs to fee his horfe.
 put in the ftable, but he had not reached
the ftable, when the nurfe called him back
to take the child, which Nature had o {foon
¢ expelled.”

Thus we perceive, this ignorant impoflor,
who had juft examined the patient, did not
know any thing about the pretended new
cafe; or he durft not have left the woman,
at the very moment he ought to have fup-
ported her perinaum,

But how many fuch blunderers have got
into praélice, by running down midwives,
and fubftituting bombaftical cffrontery for
knowledge ? |

Permit me now to dirc&@ your attention to

Page
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page g of your letters, where you fay of the
Cefarean operation, ¢ This, like many other
¢ {alutary inftitutions, has been mucn abufed,
¢ and in many cales improperly and injudi-
¢ cioully employed ; for fome of the women
¢ wholurvived theoperation, were afterwards
¢ sareLy delivered of Livine children.’
And pray, Sir,is this injudicious and im-
proper condutt, in a cale where a woman’s
life 1s at ftake, a recommendation to male
prattice in midwifery ?
- In the cale of Charlotte Gray, you fay,
page 103, fhe was delivered by Embryulcia ;
and that her pelvis was nearly three inches
in the tranfverfe diameter of the brim. This,
Sir, 1s the fame fize as Nelly Sanderfon’s
pelvis (fee page 115), who, being forty years
old, expelled a child, whofe head was three
inches and three-quarters wide. And you
own that Charlotte Gray’s child wasexpelled
by the natural pains aLoNE, without any arti-

Jicial affiftance, a very xew minutes after the
head had been opened.

Now, Sir, I would leave it to you to de-
termine, whether Mrs, Gray’s child might
not have not been born alive, if {he had been

F g attended
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attended by a common midwife, poflefled of
no art but that which nature diftates ; of no
inftrument but her hand. For it feems her
pains alone expelled one child, which pre-
lented with the breech (fee page 109) and
her next child was born (by the efforts of
nature) alive. Page 19, you fay, your fe-
cond edition of The Outlines of the Theory
and Praétice of Midwifery, was ¢ To an-
® nounce thofe changes in my opinions on
¢ practical fubjeéts, which the additional ex-
¢ perience of fome years, and a confiant,
¢ careful attention to the laws of nature, had
€ occafioned.’

I would alk you, Sir, how many hundred
male pupils you qualified for practice, during
the time that you taught midwifery, contrary
0 the lawsof nature 2 And alfo how much
milchief they did by following your un-
natural rules? _
You fay, page 153, ¢ Dr. Lowder mentions,
in hisle€tures, that he was once called to a
cale, where a young prattitioner had opened
¢ the head. Dr. Lowder delivered the pa-
tient with the lever; the mangled child

lived two days, La Motte alfo mentions
¢ fome

-5
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¢ fome fimilar cafes.” Dr. Lowder did not
tell the child’s parents, that the young ope-
rator killed it, I warrant; but had a midwife
done it, the whole town muft have heard of
it in a few hours.

In the next letter I fhall defire your at-
tention to the cafe of Mrs. Souchot, at Paris,
which gave the Awmane operators; Sigault
and Le Roy, an opportunity of trying their
firft experiment of dividing the Symphyfis
pubis, on a—/living woman. At prefent

I have the honour to be, &c.

F 4 LETA
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A FTTERRL:

SIRas

WE are informed by Dr. Ofborn, that
Mrs. Souchot had four children {till-
born, and fell into labour the fifth time,
Sept. 80, 1777. In the labours preceding
this, Monficur Sigault propofed, firft, the di-
vifion of the fymphyfis, and then the Cefa-
rean operation, with a view of faving the
child; but both were rejetted by ten ac-
coucheurs, phyficians, and furgeons ; and the
child was turned with great difficulty, and
afterwards brought dead into the world.
The compaffionate Sigault then wifhed to open
the woman, or to divide her fhare-bone;
and what is equally fingular, ¢ the event of
¢ that labour’ (fays Dr, Ofborn) ¢ determined
¢ Monfieur Sigault on this occafion’ (alluding
to Sept 30), “ to perform the fettion without
“ confultation.” Although this fourth child
was born (no thanks to him) by the aid of
{urning only, without opening its head.
But to return to the affair of the goth of
Sept. Meflrs, Sigault and Le Roy having
determince
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determined to perform the mew-fangled ope-
ration, did not take much time to confider
thereon; for they aftually divided the pa-
tient’s fthare-bone in the beginning of the
labour, before the membranes broke *. Pro-
bably they were afraid of waiting longer,
left her pains fhould expel the child, and
difappoint them of executing their Aumane
purpofe ; indeed fuch an event might have
taken place, efpecially as her former chil-
dren’s heads had pafled through the pelvis,
without being reduced; and (lays Dr. Of-
born) ¢ Monfieur Piet farther {tates, that the
¢ children of Souchot, in her former labours,
¢ were large, while the child of which fhe
-¢ was delivered by the divifion of the {fym-
¢ phyfis, was fo {fmall, as to have ealily been
¢ extratted with the forceps.’

Thus it is evident this cruel operation was
performed unneceffarily ; and although Mrs. -
Souchot had a hair’s breadth elcape from
death in the month, by a puerperal fever,
in confequence of fuch a ﬁmckiug wounds
and had her bladder, or her meatus urin-

F 5 arius.

* See Dr, Ofborn’s Effays, page 304,
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arius fo wounded in the operation, as to
have her urine run from her ever after,
whether fitting or ftanding, the inventor of
this new-fafhioned cruelty was rewarded
- with a penfion, and the operation was often
repeated to the lofs of both mothers and
children ; notwithftanding it was frequently
proved (by dividing the fymphyfis of dead
bodies) that not more than one or two
lines could be gained in the capacity of the
pelvis, as there was nearly as much loft at
the facroiliac joints (by being forced in-
wards) as there was gained by opening the
fymphyfis pubis; to fay nothing about the
wounding of the foft parts, by the knife;
by preflure againft the divided edges of the
almoft offified fymphyfis (when women are
turned of forty) ; and alfo by pinching them
between either the {eparated pofterior joints,
or the two pubes, on re-uniting them by a
higature ; I fay, notwithftanding thefe dread-
ful inconveniencies were proved on dead
bodies, it was afterwards performed to the
lofs of both mothers and children; for as
little or nothing could be gained in the en-
largement of the pelvis, the operator was

frequently
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frequently obliged to reduce the child’s
head, after dividing the mother’s fhare-bone.
It is realonable to think, the operation
fhould have been tried on dead bodies fir/l,in
order to prove how much could be gained *.
This was done, after fo much injury had been
done to living ones, at the Hotel Dieu, at
Paris, Aug. 15, 1772. The relater of the
proceedings, fays, {peaking of the fhort dia-
meter of the brim of the pelvis, before the
fymphyfis was divided, ¢ Nous nous afluri-
¢ mes, par divers procédés, de la longeur du
¢ petit diametre du détroit {upérieur, que
¢ nous n’¢valuames qu’a un pouce huit
¢ lignes.” He afterwards fays, (the fymphyfis
being divided) ¢Pour le porter & deux pouces
¢ etdemi, il fallut tirer foréement {urles han-
¢ ches.’ Think what a living woman muft
have fuffered by all this force! and after
all, little more than three quarters of an inch
was gained ; fo that it required the utmoft
efforts of three of the gentlemen, to force the
F6 chilu’s

* If Monf. Sigault did do this, his obfervatior s ‘here-

on muft have been very fuperficial indeed, which the fol-
lowing quotation proves,
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child’s head into the pelvis; which would
have killed it, if it had beenalive.

¢ Mrs. Blandin,” (fays Dr. Ofborn, page

413) ¢ was delivered of a dead child, by Mr.

L3

n oA
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Sigault,:in 1779, by means of this operation,
and was the following year delivered ~a-
TURALLY of @ LIVING child, by Mrs. Be-
lami, a MmipwI¥E, at Paris, who had been
fent for to attend her in confequence of
Mr. Sigault’s refufal, unlefs he was again
permitted fo repeat the [ame operation.
After reading an account of the preceding
dreadful cales, one cannot help feeling and
Jamenting the {ituation of this poor woman,
who befides the PRESENT pain, and CER-
T A1 uconventencies attending the feétion,
was cruelly expofed to the rifk of fuffering,
in future, the moft painful {ymptoms, and
EXTREME danger, without the sLIGHTEST
reafon or the smALLEST nece/lity ; and all
to gratify a wanton predilettion for this

“ new-fangled operation.’

And vyet, fo ready are accoucheurs to ex-
each other's wanton prediletiions, that
yr. Olborn, in his cool moments, fays, page

~2, * The fettion or divilion of the fymphy-

¢ {1s
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¢ fis pubis, has lately been invented, and
¢ performed, at Paris, for that purpofe, with
fome ingenuity and muck humanity, by
Monfieur Sigault.’

Much humanity truly! I fhall take further
notice of Dr. Ofborn’s curious logic, by and
by ; in the mean time, I wifh to give him the
utmoft credit, for all he has faid for the pur-
pole of preventing cruel and unneceflary
operations ; and wifh it may have its pUE
effeét upon his obftetric brethren. Surely
we ought to lament the want of ingenuity
and humanity among midwives, who are
oblzged to deliver their patients in the old-
fathioned way, without cutting their fhare-

bones in two. Wifhing to fee a fpeedy
obltetric REFORM,

]

I have the honour to be, &c,

LET.-
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LETTER XII.

SIR,
SHALL now confider the merits of Dr,
Lowder’s famous Lever.

Page 105, you fay, ¢ This inftrument
being different in form from that defcribed
by M. Herbiniaux, Dr. Bland, and Dr.
Denman, poffefles different powers, and is
employed in a different manner; hence
the objettions which I offered againit the
ufe of the Lever, previous to 1791, I have
found ¢totally obviated by it. You will
therefore perceive, that the arguments
which you’ (meaning Dr. Ofborn) ¢ have,
with fo mucH prROPRIETY, urged againit
the inftrument of thefe gentlemen, are per-

¢ fetly inapplicable to it: As my fon ori-
« ginally ufed it by the recommendation of

[ o]

oy
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Dr. Lowder, and has fince repeatedly had
recourfe to it, from his own experience Of
its utility, 1 {hall leave him the talk of
making its advantages publicly known.’

Dr. Ofborn bas done ample juftice to the

fubjeét, by proving that it is impoflible to ufe
the lever in any cale where an inftrument is

really
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really wanting, without wounding the mother
or child, or both; and allo that, notwith-
ftanding the mifchief already done by it, it is
ftill frequentlyand clandeftinely ufed ; there-
fore I fhall be brief in difcufling this par-
ticular.

A lever is certainly capable of raifing a
body ; but be its form what it may, it is not
capable of forcing it forwards, when the re-
filtance is confiderable.

Hence pinchers are ufed to draw nails out
of wood, in preference to a fcrew-driver,
And when it can be accomplifhed by the
latter, the preflure on the head of the nail,
and alfo on that part of the wood which be-
comes the fulcrum, is exaétly equal to the
refiftance. This may be very juftly applied
to the ufe of the lever, in order to deliver 3
child’s head. The lever may prefs the fore-
head againft the re€tum, when applied to the
occiput in a natural prefentation, and zice
verfa. But this does not remove the difficulty;
and indeed it cannot be removed (if it be a
REAL enclavement) without comprefling the
head, which the lever has no power to do,
though the forceps have,

Again,
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Again, however great the difficulty, the
preflure of the lever on the child’s head is
in proportion thereto ; fo that whenever the
difliculty is too great to be overcome by the
labour pains, the lever cannot remove it
without wounding the child, if not the mothes
allo.

The mother’s {oft parts are often wounded
by making tuem a fulcrum for the inftry-
ment ; and without a fulcrum it cannot be
ufed with any confiderable degree of power.

If the operator ufe his left hand for a ful-
crum, 1t has not fufficient power for that
purpofe, unlefs he be as ftrong as Samf{on ;
befides, the woman’s perinzum muft be torn,
if he take his hand away from it, te ufe it as
a fulcrum to the lever. Therefore the lever
cannot be ufed (in cafes of rEaL neceffity)
without wounding the woman’s foft parts, ox
caufing her perinzum to be torn ; in which
cafe fhe will be miferable ever after.

And yet fome authors boaft of having
uled it above a thoufand times.

I fhall next confider, wuy this inftrument
is fo often ufed, when there is no difficulty
at all, the labour pains being fufficient to ac-

complifh,
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complifh the expulfion without the fmalleft
inltrumental aid.

This inftrument is very portable, having
(in its improved {tate) a joint hetween the
handle and blade, {o that the operator can
carry 1t in his pocket to every labour, and
can ufe it clandeftinely whenever he pleales.
When the labour 1s lingering, and the doc-
tor expetls to be called to another, before it
1s likely to be finifhed by the labour pains, he
pulls the lever {lily out of his pocket, and
moves the head this way and that way, till
it enters the cavity of the pelvis, and thus
the inftrument does TuaT which nature
wouLp do, provided the dotor had pati:
ence to wait NATURE’s time. And the con-
fequence ortEN is the wounding the child’s
head by the fteel blade, and perhaps the
mother alfo,

Thus we perceive the lever may (by run-
ning a dreadful rifk) affift the head to defcend
1NTo apelvis which islarge and well formed,
but it cannot force it our of the pelvis
when it fticks there; and in this way we can
account for its having been ufed ten or
twelve hundred times by one operator, as

no



( 126 )

no one man has ever met with one hundred
cales that require inftrumental afliftance, be-
caufe Nature alone (if left to herfelf) expels
the feetus gg4 times in 1000 *.

There is a child in my neighbourhood,
whofe face is thockingly disfigured by the
doétor’s ufing a lever at its birth ; I have not
feen it, but was told by a perfon to whom
the mother related it, that one eye was put
out, and a large gafh cut near the corner of
the child’s mouth.

It 15 not long fince I heard a medical
gentleman fay, he knew feveral children
with cuts on different parts of their faces by
the fame means, and he heartily wifhed it
were a rule to {earch the pockets of ac-
coucheurs before they enter the labour-
room, believing that a week never pafled,
but great injury was done to mothérs and
children by the lever.

Some years fince a friend of mine dif-
charged a great dottor, who is a very great
advocate for Dr. Lowder’s lever, becaufe his

children’s heads came into the world bruifed;
his

* Sec Smellie’s Divifion of Labours, Sec. g4
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his wife has had feveral children fince, but
their heads have not been bruifed.

It is evident then, that the lever is ufed
unneceflarily and clandeftinely to {ave time,
{o it is done for the convenience of the doc-
_tor, and not for the benefit of the patient;
as fhe or her child must pay dearly for the
duration of labour pains being fhortened.
I confefs the left hand may be made the
fulcrum before the child’s head reaches the
perinzum, becaufe it does not want fupport
till then; but the perinzum may be torn, by
the preflure of the narrow part of the lever
againft it.

Let us alfo confider, what mifchief 1s
orTEN done, by rorcing a fteel inftrument
BLINDLY into the uterus. If the operator
be not well acquainted with the futures on
the head, it is impoflible to avoid wounding
it.  'When the anterior fontanel prefents, the
point of the lever may flide into it, notwith-
ftanding all the care of the operator; and if
he ufe much force, he may {oon cut through
the tender fcalp, break down the longitudi-
nal {inus, and plunge the fteel through the
dura and pia mater into the helplefs infant’s

brain,
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brain. When much force is ufed on the
head, after it has entered the pelvis, and the
cranial bones are overlapped, it is very eafy
to force the infirument through the future
of one of the overfhot bones, into the brain.

I will now confirm the greateft part of
what I have advanced, ,» concerning the mil-
chief done by ufing the lever unneceflarily
and fecretly, by a few quotations from Dr.
Ofborn’s Effays.

Page 135, he fays, ¢ I am fure it never can
¢ be neceflary, to ufe the veétis, (meaning
the lever) ¢ in Tuat* fate of the labour;
¢ for if the labour-pains are in vigour, and
¢ there is no attual deformity in the upper
¢ aperture of the pelvis, {o as to prevent the
¢ pofiibility of the entry of the child’s head
‘ into it, it MmusT at length be forced in.’
And he fays, page 136, ¢ In the ufe of the
vettis, while one hand is the moving power
to make the other the fulcrum, yet, if the
head lies very high, and the refiftance be
confiderable, I'defy the ingenuity of man to
apply fuflicient force to the vettis to over-

¢ come

L AT
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*# The head being above the brim of the pelvis,



¢ 189 )

< come that refiftance, without making fome
¢ part of the pelvis the fulcrum or centre of
* motion ; and what may be the extent of the
¢ injury produced by fuch preffure, it is im-
‘¢ poffible to fay; but that injury, and great
¢ injury, muft be the inevitable confequence,
¢ nobody @ prior: can doubt; and fad ex-
¢ perience has confirmed the apprehenfions,
to my ceErTAIN knowledge, in various
¢ inftances. |

¢ The more candid favourers of the veflis
¢ (particularly Camper) admit this objeétion
¢ to the full extent; for he exprelly fays,
¢ Mais fouvent l'urethre en eft fort endo-
“ maggée, fouvent le periné {c fend plus que
¢ dans I’accouchment naturel,” &c.

¢ In fuch a pofition of the head, under no
¢ circumftances whatever can we be jufti-
¢ fied by that neceffity which alone can juf-
“tify the ufe of inftruments in any cafe;
becaufe no experience, no fagacity, no
¢ {cience, can certainly @ priori determine,
¢ that the head will not, by the continued
EFFORTS"OF NATURE, be forced into the
cavity of the pelvis, unlefs it be {o de-
formed, or diminifhed in its upper aper-

™

SLUTe,
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¢ ture, as to render it phyfically impoffible.
If we therefore do employ the vectis in
this cafe, I am perfuaded we fhall ufe 1t
Jforty-nine times in fifly UNNECESSARILY,
and of courfe UNWARRANTABLY, becaufe
€ MOST DANGEROUSLY.
¢ In the progrefs of the operation, it may
flip; it may therefore do irreparable in-
jury to the child: for it feems to me that
no {kill or {cience can command its opera-
tion when fo remotely fituated; and the
< event, in many cales which I have known,
¢ has by prEaDruL EFFecTs confirmed
¢ this opinion. With refpeét to the mother,
from the inevitable preflure of the foft
parts, I muft repeat that the pANGER 1s
STILL GREATER, AND MORE CERTAIN.’
Dr. Ofborn then fhews the dangerous
confequences of ufing the lever, after the
head has come into contaét with the peri-
nzum, as follows:
¢ It mult be obvious to common fenfe,
that we cannot fpare the left hand to
(irengthen and fupport the perinzum
while it is the fulcrum for the veflis; the
¢ perinzum, is, in my opinion, much more
¢ likely
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likely to be lacerated with this inftrument
than with the forceps, where the left hand
is particularly required by the general
rules for their ufe, to be kept conftanily
applied to the perinzum, for this exprefs
purpole; or if, with the vetlis, we ceafe
to ufe the left hand as a fulcrum, and,
preferring the prefervation of the peri-
nazum, apply it to that part, it muft be
cvident to demonftration, that fome of
the bones of the pelvis muft then infallibly
become the fulcrum, in which cafe we are
only {ubftituting one danger for another 3
for unlefs the operator had three hands, it
is ablolutely 1mrossisLE to avoid expol-
ing the patient to oN& or ornER of thefe
dangers.

¢ While I am writing this, I have had
occafion to fee a patient with the aost
SHOCKING LACERATION, which many
years ago wWAsS THE CONSEQUENCE OF
THIS OPERATION, performed by a max at

% that time in great prailice, end in the con-

STANT habit of ufing the velis.”
ALL midwives are too ignorant to under-

fland the ule of this lacerating inftrument !

¢ The
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« The Jaft advantage, as ftated by the
* fayourers of the veétis;is the pofiible con-
cealment of ts ufe, which I will now con-
fider.
¢ As the fecrecy with which the vettis may
be ufed, and I believe, is generally ufed in
this town, is confidered by the favourers
of this inftrument as an additional recom-
mendation to the fimplicity of its firutture,
and the facility of its application, 1 will
beg leave to flate what are my infuperable
objettions to this particularly boafied ad-
vantage.

¢ In the firft place, I am perfuaded, that if
“the concealment in the ufe of the means
intended for relief in laborious or difficult
labours BE NoT PERMITTED, but that the
abfolute necellity of fuch means be firlt
eftablithed, and that every prattitioner be
obliged openly and avowedly to ufe them,
we fhould never again hear or read of one
perfon having uled thé vectis in eight hun-
dred, and another in twelve hundred
cafes *! Nor fhall we again hear or read

¢ of §

® «See Van Swieten, Camper, and Herbinicaux.,’

.
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© of the great number of women, which
< fome pradtitioners are conftantly boalling
¢ of having attended and delivered ; for
¢ no man can attend a great number of wo-
¢ men in labour, in the manner he oughty n
€ the way nature demands, or a confcientious
< difcharge of his duty requires. Nor do
¢ real difficulties occur {o often as to render
< it poffible to believe, that any man's hife
< could afford fuch numbers of difficult cales
* as are flated in the priited accounts from
¢ abroad.
« As I feel thoroughly convinced of the
« propriety and neceflity of a fairand candid
< avowal of the ufe of inftruments, 1n every
< cafe of midwifery where they are to be
+ employed, fo I muft infift that their conceal-
¢ gent cannot be JUSTIFIED by any PROPER
¢ motive.
¢« If once the ﬁm&zﬂmrer can reft affared,
¢ that, let the event of the cafe be ever fo un-
¢ fuccefifuly the injurious effecls of his opera-
¢ fion will be buried in eternal oblivion, Dy
¢ blending the mifchief arifing from the indi/-
¢ creet ufe of inflruments, with the natural
¢ confequences of labour, he will certainly have
G . ¢ nothing
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< nothing to weigh againft the tempting ad-.
¢ vantages of convenience-or emolument to him=.

 Jelf ; but while he is_fhortening the moft irk-.

1

4

4

¢ Jome part of his profeflional duty, the waiting

upon a flow and lingering labour, he will
flatter himfelf, that by delivery he is doing
an acceptable fervice to his patient, in
fhortening the duration of her fufferings.
¢ But if this inftrument be both ealy in its
application, and fuccefsful in its effeét (as
{tated by its advocates), it is {o, becaufe iz
general it is ufed when NOT AT ALL wanted.
¢ The facility and concealment, therefore,
with which the prattitioner may avail him-
felf of its fervices, inftead of being confi-
dered as advantages, afford in my opinion,
firong objettions to its ufe ; for they offer
an IRRESISTIBLE lemplation to refort to it
prematurely or unneceffarily ; which if ever
he does, the practitioner takes upon him-
[elf MosT UNJUSTIFIABLY, to make the
future fafety of his patient give way to his_
own convenience or accommodation.
¢« With refpett to the child, not _jl.ldging'
from the principle only, but from A vari-
ETy oF FacTsy I am fatisfied that if any
¢ con- .
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confiderable force be ufed by the vettis,
however properly fixed at firft, it will be
very apt to {lip its hold, and change its
pofition ; and then it will, or may be ap-

“plied to parts not capable of bearing the

neceflary preflure as the maftoid procefs,
or occipital bone can, without injury; and
the moft pREADFUL MIscHIEF may enfue,
to different features of the child’s face, of
which there have been INNUMERABLE
INSTANCES.'

Page 1540 * "As 2 cnncludmg and indil-
putable proof, that the vettis is likewife ufed
neRE without neceflity, and of confequence
moft dangeroufly, I will defcribe an acci-
dent, which happened to a gentleman pof-
{efled of as much Znowledge, fkill, and ex-
< periencey as any MAN who ever ufed the veélis.”
¢ Having applied the inftrument (which

¢ for conveniency was made with a joint be-

%

14

(4

tween the handle and blade), while the
bulk of the head muft have been above
the brim of the pelvis, in ufing consIDER-
ABLE FORCE, the vellis gave way at the

§ joint, and the sLape was left in the ute-

«

rus fo high, that he could not reach to ex-
G 2 ¢ tract
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tralt it; and it was afterwards expelled
with the head, by the effecﬁ: of the LazouR
PAINS ONLY ¥,
¢ The event of this accident demonftra-
bly prOVES @ fortiors, that here no infiru-
ment cculd have been originally neceffary,
either on account of the largenefs of the
child’s head, or fmallnefs of the pelvis;
for the head was ultimately expelled by the
labour pains alone, notwithflanding the addi-
tional volume of the veélis, and without the
poflibility of any artiriciaL affiflance.
Page 177. ¢ With refpect to the probable
confequences which may refult from the
introduttion of the veflis into common
prattice, inftead of the forceps, and which
Dr. Denman’s inconfiderate, but favour-
able repreflentation is demonftrably inten-
ded to promote, I am perfuaded, were it
generally to prevail, the confequences
¢ would

* What a mercy that neither mother nor child were

maimed by the rugged and fharp end of the broken iron!
And what pity, that wwomen have neither ftrength nor /il
enough to break a piece of iron in the wombs of their
patients !
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¢ would be extremely injurious to lying-in
women in the humbler fituations of life.
¢ Among patients in the lower clafs of wo-
men, the temptation to its frequent, unnece/-
Jary, and dangerous ufe, will be IRRESISTI-
¢« sLE. Befides /e Anows that 1f any unfoward
¢ confequence Thould ewfue from his unfkilful,
¢ but concealed conduél, 1t will be atétributed to
‘ the original difficully and danger of the cafe,
¢ and the real caufe of the mifchief be for ever
¢ hidden.  'What motive, fufficiently ftrong,
‘ can there be, then, to reflrain fuch a man
¢ from a praflice fo convenient to himfelf, but
* fo dangerous to his patient 2’

The prefence of the patient’s hufband is
the only motive that can prevent fuch mifchief,
as 1s frequently done by the clandeftine ufe of
inftruments with a view to {ave the doétor’s
time. I {ay, frequently done, for men always
attribute it to the original danger of the cafe,

*

L4l

and the real caufe of it is for ever hidden ;
fo that however frequent, their reputation is
faved, by calling in fome of their brethren to
bear a part of the blame, or to acquit them
of having done any thing wrong, though they
know they have done @/l the injury. But

G 3 the
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the faults of women are trumpeted far and
near, by male-midwives and by nurfes whom
they keep in pay for that purpofe. Yea, they
have always plenty of imaginary mifchiefs
done by midwives, ready to be related to new
married women, in order to frighten them
into a compliance with the male fafhion.
Had Dr. Ofborn addreflfed an eflay to huf-
bands, {etting forth the frequent and mif-
chievous fecret ufe of the lever, advifing
them to attend their wives’ labours, when
men are employed, in order to prevent it
it would have been much more effetlualy
than all he has written to thofe men, who by’
means of ufing the lever, are enabled to at-
tend twice the number of women. .

The lever is daily more and more prac-
tifed ; I called at an inftrument maker’s laft
week, to fee Dr. Lowder’s.lever, and to my
great aftonifhment, they fhewed me not only
Dr. Lowder’s, but levers invented and re-
commended by feveral other eminent Lon-
don accoucheurs, whole names I could men-
tion; did I wilh to Injure INDIVIDUALS,
which I do not. They alfo aflured me, they

{old many more vectes than forceps. I am
| there-
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therefore conftrained to conjure hufbands
(who regard the fafety of their wives and
children) to attend them in labour, in order
to prevent the clandeftine ufe of dangerous
inftruments, as well as the indecent treat-
ment of their wives by male-operators. No
dottor can objeét to it, unlefs he have fome
foul defign, intending to ufe either his eyes,
his hands, or his lever improperly. And yet
I have heard many objeft to it, and it is
evident arr have a fecret diflike to it, or
they would always confult hufbands inftead
of gofliping female attendants; jult as if the
bufband was the only perfon uninterefted in
the welfare of his wife, and as if the doltor
was accountable to every female in the houfe
for his conduét, but not to the mafter of it.
And forfooth, this cultom has (by medical
artifice) become a kind of law.

The objettion of dottors to the prefence
of hufbands while they deliver their wives,
is the moft powerful reafon why no doctor
ought to fouchk a"woman in labour, when the
hufband 1s abient,

No proper tranfattion can take place be-
tween a married woman and a man who is

G 4 not
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not her hufband, which requires tie hufband's
ablence; and however this cuftom may bave
prevailed in midwifery, it cannot be juftified
by either reafon or argument. No man is
fo proper to conlfole and encourage a wo-
man 1n the anguifh of labour, as her own
hufband ; but if any woman who pretends to
modefty, fhould happen in future to prefer
the fympathy of her doftor to that of her
hufband, efpecially when the dottor’s hands
are fo curioufly engaged, I dare fay fhe will
have a very good motive for fo doing, a mo-
tive which the doctor can jultify.

Many virtuous women who have employ-
ed men-midwives, becaufe they were per-
fuaded that female aid was not fo fafe, have
alfo inconfiderately complied with the cufiom
of keeping their hufbands out of the roomr
during their dofors’ manual employment, for
the fake of decency, as well as to oblige their
female friends who were prefent. Women
muft furely have taken leave of their fenles;
What! can it be decent, for a dottor to be
handling a woman, during her delivery, 1n
parts facred to the hufband ? and can it be
indecent, for the hufband to be in the room ¥

Let
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Let thofe labour-hunting females who think fo,
ftay at home, and then they cannot have their
[purious modefly violated, by [eeing the patient’s
own hufband with her during delivery.
¢ But fo great their impudence
¢t They blufh at what is right.”

This unpopular doéirine may appear new to
fome, but I know feveral families who have
~ put it in prattice, and the hufbands’ minds
are much lefs hurt; by feeing the true ftate of
their wives’ labour, than by waiting in ano-
ther room, where they could hear them cry
out; for #hen they fuppofed the attendants
were killing them; when they were filent,
they imagined them to be dead. The tedi-
ous hours of labour are much better diverted
by hufbands, than by the dottor and the
female attendants. :

Befides, there is no neceflity for a parcel
of female gollips ; the doctor, the nurfe, and
the hufband, being fufficient to manage na-
tural labours.

Nor am I f{ingular in my ideas refpeéting
the ufefulnefs of hufbands at their wives’
labours ; Mrs. Nihell fays, page 60, ¢ As
¢ for thofe who will be attended by men to

G s ¢ lay
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lay them, it is very wrong in them, not even
to wnfeft on therr hufbands to flay by them;
for this preference of men to deliver them,
comes cither from a greater inclination to
the men, or from a greater confidence in
them than in women; or, in fhort, from
the pure neceflity they imagine themfelves
under to employ a man. If it is from
inclination, or from neceffity, it will be
always proper for the hufband to flay, to con-
tain the man-midwife (as much as poffible)
wilhin the bounds of modefly. 1f the prac-
titioner is preferred by them, out of the
great conhdence they have in men,
what man can they place more confidence, -
than in a tender hufband 2 Who, more than
he, can intereft himfelf in the man-midwife’s
acquitting himfelf duly of - his office 2 1
wonder that this great confidence which 1s
repofed in the male fex, thould be limited
to the man-midwife only.’ |
Dr. Buchan cenfures gentlemen, for being

afhamed of the duties they owe to their off-
fpring, while they pay the utmoft attention
to the Dog-kennel and the Stables:

« Of man’s miraculons miftakes, this bears the palm.”

1 have
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I have been the more earnelt to recom-
mend the prefence of hufbands at their
wives’ labours, becaufe I know it would
anfwer the purpofes I have mentioned, viz.
it would prevent men-midwives from mak-
ing too free with women’s perfons, manu-
ally, ocularly, and inftrumentally. - 1 bave
no motive for writing this book, but to pro~
mote the decent treatment, and the fafety
and comfort of mothers and children ; and
I will never relax my public endeavours,
till accoucheurs agree, one and all, to pro.-
mote fhis part of my plan, as their objett-
ing thereto, will plainly demonftrate the
~truth of what I have advanced concerning
their foul defigns.

I {hall now refer again to Dr. Ofborn’s
opinion, refpetting the mifchict donie by he
ufe of the lever:: Page 180 he fays, ¢ Dr.,
¢ Denman could not have been aware of the
¢ probable confequences ot introducing the
¢ vellis into general ule, and I mult likewife
¢ believe, that he has forgotten the maANY un-
¢ happy effects of the ucliss, which formerly
“ came to our mutuai knowledge, ecven in

G o ¢ the
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¢ the hands of wery experienced and fhilful
men.’ |

Page 182 he further fays, ¢ If an opinion’
¢ fhould once prevail among women, that
¢ prattitioners in midwifery ever permitted
¢ themfelves to depart from that fafe, patienty
¢ and wife conduft, which naTurE dirells:
¢ in the management of labour; and that,
¢ for their own convenience, and without
« necc/ffity, they fhould dare officioufly to ob-
¢ trude their prETENDED afliftance (or, in-
¢ their own language, to hurry the labour,)’
¢ and it fhould be difcovered by the marks
¢ of the inftrument on the child after birth;
¢ or by the unufual painfulnefs of their gre-
¢ fent feelings in -delivery, or by future
¢ effects fiill more injurious, and lafling, that
¢ an infirument had been ufed, without con-
¢ vitlion of the meceffity, without their own:
¢ confent, and even during the FuLL opera-
¢ tion of the labour-pains, with EvERY rea-
Jonalle expetiation of the final, and fafe -
lermination of the labour by the powers of
nature onvY ;3 1{ay, if ever fuch an opinion

¢ fhould become GENERAL, 1 am perfuaded
['4 # Vi

™
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¢ the iINeviTABLE confequence would be,
* that the praflice of midwifery, in ordinary
.¢ cafes, would revert into the hands of fe-
male prattitioners, much to the injury of the
Jexy and equally to the injury of the interefe

¢ of the profeflion. And I beg leave to

L]

¢ add, that thefe are not imaciNaARY appre-
henfions, but founded upon racrs which
 have come to my knowledge, where the
¢ mifchiefs defcribed have RearLvy happen-
¢ ed, by the immediate ufe of" the wedis,
© even in experienced and fRilful hands.’

I muft now beg leave, Sir, to make a few
remarks on Dr. Ofborn’s fears, left the mif-
chiefs done by the general ufe of the vedtis,
fhould caule ¢the prattice of midwifery, in
¢ ordinary cafes, to revert into the hands of
¢ female pratiitioners, much to the injury of
¢ the fex, and equally to the injury of the in-
¢ tereft of the profeffion.’ .

Be it known, that Dr. Ofborn inftrufls
women in the {cience of midwifery, fo that
according to his own hypothefis, he takes
money from midwives, for qualifying them
to imjure women ; and no doubt he thinks

women
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women are znjured, in the different lying-im:
hofpitals where midwives operate.

Again, Dr. O. tells his obltetric brethreny,
that 4e has Znown great mifchief done by the:
unneccfiary ufe of the veétis, and that forty~
ninie times in fifty it is ufed moft dangeroufly ;-
that fome men have ufed it twelvé hundred
times; of courfe they muft have done mifl-
chief with it, or ufed it dangeroufly, eleven:
hundred and feventy-fix times, and all this
mifchief has been done by the vettis when.
in_fkilful hands.

This you admit the truth of, by acknow-
ledging that Dr. Oiborn’s arguments againft.
the vectis, are urged with great propriety.

I verily believe (with Dr. O.) that if wo-
men kinew thefe things, midwifery would:
revert to females, much to the injury of the
profeffion: | do allo believe, that the' ufe of
the lever is now {o general, fince there are
half a dozen or half a fcore men and boy-
midwives in almolt every fmall ftreet in
London, and every village in the country,
that the miflchief done by it (when 1t 1s in
anflilful hands) muft very foon come to the

knowledge
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knowledge of women, and female midwifery-
will again be preferred for the fake of fafety,.
as well as decency ; for women will not long
continue to expole their perfons to {trange
men, in order to have them ripped, bruifed,
and torn with fteel inftruments, becaule the
dottor has not patience to wait Nature's
time.

But how Dr. Ofborn can think the /ex will
be injured, by fubftituting the kands of fkil-
ful midwives for fleel infiruments, which ¢ (in.
¢ {kilful male-hands) have been dangeroufly
¢ uled 1176 times in 1200,” I am at alofs to
underftand ; and I hope he will favour the:
public with another effay, to explain this.
paradox.

I know feveral well qualified women, who
have delivered more females than Dr..
Ofborn has, who never were able to ufe:
force enough with their natural inftruments-
to tear and bruife the mother, or to carve
the child’s face and fcalp; I never heard of
sk1LruL midwives doing any other injury
thanto wait patiently in lingering labours,and’
to call in the affiftance of a [urgeon (not a
lafcivious man-midwife) about once in 500

times,.
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times. I know feveral ladies, who have late-
ly difcharged the midwife dollors they
employed, and are much better fatisfied,
and much more comfortable with a female
about their perfons in labour, than with a
male, for reafons which are too obvious to
be publilhed. Thefe are daily perfuading
other MmopeEsT women to follow their ex-
ample, fo that Dr. Olborn’s prophecy may
be fulfilled in a fhort time, without injuring
any other than the male midwife fex, ¥ an
obftetric public {chool can be inftituted, for
the inflrutiion of midwives poffefling good
charatters and promifing talents for the pro-
feflion, which is now under contemplation,,
and of which I fhall treat more at large
hereafter. In the mean time,

-

I have the honour to be, &¢,

LET.
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LETTER "X1I1.

SIR,
PEI{MIT me now to lead your attentiow

back, to what I quoted from your book
in the beginning of my laft Tetter.

Dr. Lowder’s lever (you fay) is different
in form from thole which Dr. Ofborn proved
to be fo dangerous, and pofleffes different
powers, and 1s employed in a different man-
ner; fo that your former objettions againft
the ufe of the lever are totally obviated by
it, and Dr. Ofborn’s arguments are perfeétly
inapplicable to it.

I fhall prove from your own account of
the manner of ufing Dr. Lowder’s lever,
and the refult thereof (even in the hands of
your fon) that it does no¢ poflels different
powers from Mr. Herbinieaux, Dr. Bl'and,
and Dr. Denman’s lever; that it cannot be
ufed in a different manner; that Dr,
Ofborn’s arguments are applicable to it;
and that your objettions have been obviated
upon falfe grounds.

Page 105 you fay, your fon ¢ determined
¢ to employ Dr. Lowder’s lever; and afier

¢ lmving



-

( 150 )

bhaving explained to Drs. Daly and Ball
his motives for fo doing, he introduced
the inflrument over the occiput of the
child, to which he was direéled by the
futures, at that time very diftinét*, and
began about a quarter before nine o’clock
with it during a pain. He continued to
do this till nearly half palt eleven that
evening, when his intentions were {o far
completely fulfilled, that the head was
fairly engagt‘:;d within the pelvis; that is to
fay, it bad entered about one third within
the cavity.

¢ During the time employed in the ufe of
the lever, the pains were frequent, and s
is worth remarkingt, that my fon, as he
informed me, 7repeatedly fhewed Dotiors

Daly and Ball, that without prefing with

the inftrument on any part of the woman,
he could exert a very confiderable degree of
force in drawing down the child.

¢ Having

* A clear proof that the head was not too much offified,.

of courfe, it was not a very difficult cafe, as the pelvis

was not much diftorted.

+ Yes, Sir, this attion ought to be remarked for its

decency, as well as its humanity! "Three Gentlemen trying.
an experiment three hours at the tail of a living woman!
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¢ Having been engaged the preceding
night in a fatiguing attendance, he then
left her to the care of Dr. Ball.
¢ She flept about two hours. When fhe
awoke, the pains recurred, and gradually
increafed in frequency and force, till five
o’clock in the morning, when fhe was, by
the natural pains aLoxk, delivered of a
large stiLL-BoRN male child, The head
was much flattened, and there was the
mark of a bruife on the teguments covering
the pofterior edge of the right parietal,
and the contiguous part of the occipital
bone. There was the appearance allo of a
very [light bruife on the left parietal bone.
My fon wmputed the bruife on the right
parietal bone and the occiput, to the u/e of
the lever. The recovery of the patient was
tedious, &c.
¢ In March, however, fhe had no com-
plaint, except an incontinency of wurine,
under which fhe bad laboured ever fince
her firft delivery.’
I iball beg leave to expatiate a litie on

each of thefe stems, in order to prove what
I have propofed.

Was
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Was it not a very dangerous experiment
to apply the lever to a head fo far off, pro-
vided he were {ure it was not the frontal
future he felt, and that he was not prefling on
the foreheéad inftead of the fuppofed occiput,
and forcing the point of the inflrument over
the fuperciliary ridges into the two eyes,
inftead of the two occipital futures? Dr.
Smellie and «// his pupils made this miftake,
Cale g, Coll. 28.

He employed the fteel inflrument nearly
three hours againft the child’s tender {kull,
and ¢ repeatedly fhewed Drs. Daly and Ball,
¢ that without prefling with the inftrument
¢ on any part of the woman, he could exert

¢ a very confiderable degree of force in
¢ drawing down the child.’

Was this three hours work performed with
a deflign to try the powers of the inftrument,
and to fkew the fame to Meflrs. Daly and
Ball, or to relieve the woman? Was it not
his duty to wait the full effe@ of her pains
(which ¢increafed in frequency and force
¢ till ive the next morning’) before he ap-

phied the inftrument ?
You
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You very juflly enforce the neceflity of
waiting the full effef of the pains before the
child’s head be opened, but at the fame time
you juftily the ufe of the lever many hours
before that period. Every circumftance of
Nelly Sanderfon’s labour was exatlly the
fame as Mrs. Gray's, i. e. both pelves
were under three inches, the heads were de-
tained above the brim by the projetlion of
the lumbar vertebra, after the membranes
were broken, and the os uteri was dilated ;
therefore if the lever was neceffary in Mrs.
Gray’s labour, it ought to have been ufed in
Nelly Sanderfon’salfo; if it was unneceflary
in the labour of the latter, it fhould not have
been ufed’in that of the former.

Far be it from me to affert, that Mrs.
Gray’s child was killed by the lever; but
yourlelf have declared, that it was ftill-born,
and that N. S.s child, on whofe head the
lever was not ufed, was born alive, though
it was compreffed twenty-nine hours by
the contraéled uterus.

The uterus contraéted itfelf on Mrs. Gray’s
child only nineor ten hours, thereforeit had a
much better chance for life, (in this relpect)

than
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than the other.  You alfo declare, that Mrs.
Gray’s recovery was much more tedious this
time, than after the birth of her following
children, when inftruments were not ufed.
I have been thus particular, with a view to
prevent young practitioners from ufing the
lever, efpecially before the full effeét of the
pains be tried ; and alfo to give your fon
an opportunity of proving (in his promifed
publication) that he had no other motive
than the fafety and comfort of Mrs. Gray
and her child, when he aflifted the birth with
Dr. Lowder’s lever.

A few weeks fince a midwife in my neigh-
bourhooddelivered awoman ofa living child,
after the membranes had been broken five
days ; I acknowledge this is a rare cale,
fince male praétitioners and their fteel inftru-
ments have become fafhionable. |

This lever is certainly very ufeful, when a
man wants to finifh the bufinefsin a hurry,
¢ having been fatigued the preceding night;’
and I muft inform you, Sir, that had the
faid lever been employed on my wife, with-
out My leave, OF HER leave, (though the
operator had confulted the female attendants)

and
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and the child’s head had been bruifed, whe-
ther flill-born or not, 1 fhould motft certainly
have profecuted the operator, for his pre-
fumption, in a court of juftice. If I fend
for a furgeon to relieve me when afflitted
with the ftone, and am obliged to be cut
without my own confent, becaufe a parcel of
- {furrounding females think, with the {urgeon,
that it ought to be done; I am bound to
profecute the officious furgeon, and I hope
hufbands will, in future, att the fame, when
inftruments are ufed on their wives without
their leave. Moreover, I hardly think it
was right -to fhew Drs. Daly and Ball fo
repeatedly ; if you hereby mean, that he gave
them ocular demonftration; becaufe, how-
ever proper on the machine, it is abomina-
bly indecent, when exercifed on a living
woman.

But to the points propofed :

Firft. The manner of ufing Dr. Lowder’s
lever 1s exactly the fame as the d¢/f manner of
ufing others ; being applied over the occiput,
to bring the long diameter of the head into
contact with the long diameter of the brim
of the pelvis, and to force it into the cavity

of
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of the pelvis; afier which it may draw dowsn
a little, when the bones of the pelvis are be-
come a flay for the convex fide of the in-
{ftrument, and when ¢ a confiderable degree of
Joree’ 1s uled. I will leave it to any candid
profeflor to determine, whether you have not
proved, that this lever is uled the fame as that
of M. Herbinieaux, Dr. Bland, and Dr. Den-
man, and cannot be ufed otherwife.

Secondly. It cannot poffels effentially
different powers, on account of its being a
little more curved near the point; it can
only force the head from one part of the
brim of the pelvis to nearly the oppolite
part, and draw it down, after it is in the pel-
. vis; and any lever can do the fame; nay,
the fame might be done by the handle of a
table-fpoon, when the refiftance is fmall. I
am wil]iﬁg to leave this article alfo to the de-
cifion of any candid accoucheur *.

I confels, that by being more convex than
the pelvis is concave, it lays a greater hold
on the head, but is much more difficult to

* As a lever cannot comprefs the bones of the fkull, it
cannot accomplifh the delivery, where there is great dii-
proportion between the head and the pelvis.

introduce
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introduce than the more {traight ones, and
its preflure is more partial on the head, of
courfe more dangerous.

But, laitly, Dr. Ofborn’s arguments are
applicableto it, becaufe (in your fon’s hands)
it did the very mifchicf which al/ others
have done.

The child was fill-born, after your fon
had been at work with his fleel inftrument
TWO HOURS AND THREE QUARTERS upon
its tender fkull!!

Two bruiles were found on the head,
and vyour fon himfelf allows, that one of
them was done with Dr. Lowder’s innocent
lever. I aflure-you, Sir, I fhould not thank
_Dr. Lowder, for trying experiments with his
lever on my f{kull for three hours together,
though it is certainly. much thicker than

- when in utero. :

But, how came the woman to have an in.
continency of urine, if your fon did no¢ pré{'s
~onany part of her? Oh! I beg pardon, I
perceive you have thrown that mifchief,

- upon the operator who opened the child’s
head in her former delivery ; but perhaps he
will difclaim it, and throw it upon your fon ;
| SRR if

©
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if fo, I am perfuaded your objeétions to the
ufe of the lever, have been obviated upon
falfe grounds; as the only fuccefsful cafe
which you have related, proves it to be capa-
ble of wounding the child’s head, if not the
mother lkewife; and thefe are the only
grounds of Dr. Ofborn’s ob_]c&mn to the ufe
of ali other levers.

IfI be miftaken, I am open to convittion ;
and your fon is at liberty to grove my mii-
take, when he publifhes his panegyric on Dr.
Lowder’s lever; but I hope he will be fur- -
nifhed with better arguments, than fill-born
children, wounded beads, and the mothers’ in-
continency of wrine: if not, I muft ftill fay,
that the new lever can wound mothers and
children as well as the old ones; and I
would rather truft my head (though it is"
complelely oflified) under the fingersof a fkilful
midwife, than under Dr. Lowder’s fleel lever, -
whether in his own hands, or in thofe of his
brethren and pupils.

This Mrs. Gray’s firlt child was killed in
utero by the fciffars and crotchet; the fe- |
cond had its head bruifed with the lever,
eighi hours befuorc the pains arrived at their full

VIGOUT 3
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vigour; the third was expelled without in-
firumental aid, though a preternatural prefen-
falion ; * and the fourth was sorRN ALIVE by
the powers of NaTurRe aAroxe. Why might
not the firft two children have been born by
the powers of nature alfo, if the crotchet and ’
the lever bad not beén ufed? Had a mid-
- wife attended her, fhe might. have retained
- her urine afterwards perhaps; but, as Dr.
- Ofborn obferves, it'was very cafy to attribute
this mifchief to the original difficulty of
the cafe, in order to hide the rReaAr caufe
of it.
It is aftonifhing, that while Dr. Ofborn is
. endeavouring to prove, that an unborn child
~ has no fenfation, as ifhe wifhed to ftart this
ncw idea as an apology for the paft needlefs
ufe of the crotchet; and while other men-
midwives are publickly recommending the
ufe of their differently-formed levers, which
~ havealready done fomuchmifchieftomothers
and children, juft like fo many quacks ad-
.vertifing their refpeétive infallible noftrums

7 Shevery wifely negle@ed to fend for the door,
till 2is child was nearly born, and fhe was out of the hof-
- pital, and at work on the fourteenth day.

H 2 A £
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I fay, it is aftonifhing, that women can befo
men-mad, as to prefer them to {kilful mid-
wives, notwithftanding the dreadful rifk they
run in confequence thereof. Dr. Lowder
has fo much bufinefs, that (if I be rightly
informed) he will not attend a patient be-
yond any of the turnpikes; and not long
fince one of them, good-natured lady, came
to town to lic-in, rather than be difappointed
of being delivered by fum.

I am not an advocate for women’s chang-
ing from one dottor to another, till they have
given their perfons into the hands of feveral
other men befides their hufbands, which 1s
very commonly done, by women who pre-
tend to modefty ; nor do I think it right to
fend for Dr. Noakes to handle them, when
their former Dr. Styles happens to be at ano-
ther labour, till they have ¢rzed what a {kilful
midwife-can do for them: butas this inconfif-
tency is chiefly owing to the fophiftry of men-
midwives, exercifed fuccefsfully upon women,
who (being ignorant of the nature of par-
turition) cannot fece the fallacy of their ar-
guments, I fhall now endeavour to convince

them, how egregioufly they have been

deceived. R I have
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I have heard accoucheurs fay, Men are
more fafe than midwives.

Firft, Becaufe they are more tender.

Secondly, Becaufe they are better ana-
tomilts. ‘

Thirdly, Becaufe women are zgnorant of
their profeflion.

Thefe are the three principal male {ubter-
fuges, and the ¢ruth of each I fhall examine
feparately.

Firft, I am to difplay male tendernefs.

You may remember, Sir, that a very anti-
quated hiftorian, called Mo/es, has publifhed
a moft infamous libel againft the praétice of
men-midwives, by faying, that the tender-
hearted man Pharaoh commanded the Aard-
hearted female midwives of his day, to de-
ftroy the male infants (prettyinnocent babes!)
of many thoufand women, called Hebrews,
on their entrance into the world; and that
thefe cruel women-midwives did difappoint
the Aumane defigns of the good man Pharaoh,
by an a& of wilful difobedience which might
have coft them their lives, had Pharaoh
known the truth; but in that fimple age of
the world, midwifery was neither taught ro

b3 nor
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nor sy men, I apprehend ; befides, thefe im-
pudent women moft certainly told their king
a wicked lie, with no other view in the world
than to {ave the lives of the brats; for they
would have it, that all the children of the He-
brew women were expelled by nature alone,
ere help could reach them. And you know,
Sir, this fame Mofes was faved from drown-
ing by a cruel/ woman.

Indeed, cv_ery fenfible perion muft know,
that a woman who has felt what labour-pains
arc, can exercife nothing but crueliy towards
others under the fame pains, and that none
but mothers know how to be ¢ruel to unborn
infants.

What pity, Sir, that your fon had not lived
in the days of this King Pharaoh! he would
certainly have obtained a penfion, for pub-
licly recommending the ule of Dr. Lowder’s
lever; efpecially if he could have recited
cafes, where it had brought flill-born male
children into the world with bruifed heads.

So might Dr. Ofborn have obtained a
large penfion, for declaring that men injure
the fex lefs than women, though fome of
them ufe the lever dangeroully 1176 times

% 1h
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in 1200; I fay, Dr. Ofborn would have
obtained a large penfion, for recommending
thefe men-midwives in preference to women
in the days of Pharaoh the tender.

How ftrangely the tables are turned fince
the reign of this king ? Midwives could then
take the advantage of male ignorance to fave
children; but now, men-midwives can im-
pofe on female ignorance, when they injure
or defiroy them, by attributing the mifchief
they have done to the © difficulty of the eafe.’

I do not wifh to make too free with the
facred writings; but as they paint human
nature in its exaét colours, I hope .the im-
portance of the fafety and comfort of mo-
thers and children, will juftify my referring
thereto again under this particular.

The firft author in the New Teftament iri
forms us, that a good -natured king or gover-
nor took it into his head to murder a great
number of innocent children! but we do
not read, that the men whom he fent to do
the horrid bufinels, hefitated, and made
excufes to fave the helplefs babes! No, he
{ent forth and flew them; there was no de-
lay.  Nor did Herod keep regiments of wo-
H. 4 MER
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men to execute his dreadful commands, but
men were his murderous meflengers!

If you want any additional evidence, that
men are fu/l as cruel as women now, as well
as in the days of St. Matthew and the time
of Mofes, you need only read what I bhave
quoted from Dr. Smellie and Dr. Ofborn’s
writings in the laft four letters.

I might have quoted continental cafes 7
abundance in proof hereof ; and I might have
filled feveral volumes, had I run over the
various Britifh medical journals, in order to
expole the obftetric mifchief recorded there-
in, wh'ch has been done by the tender and
infallibly fafe men-midwives, fince they came
tnto fathion. Butto fave my own time, and
1o give my readers as little trouble as I can,
confiftently with the nature of the fubjetl, I
have confined my quotations principally to
Dr. Smellie, the late Father of Midwifery 1n
this country.

If 1 have (in any part of this work) dil-
covered too much acrimony, I beg the
reader’s pardon, hoping the malignity of
the crimes I have undertaken to cenfure,

will, in fome mealfure, plead my excule. I
have »
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have no prejudice againft Men-midwives,
but what I derived from their aftions; as
an evidence thereof, I fuffered my own rela-
tions to employ them without reproof, be-
fore I knew fo much of them. I only wifh
to write againft their mal-prafices, for, as
men, I wifh them well, but not as men-mid-
wives,

Secondly, I will enquire, whether men
are better midwzves than women on account
of their more general knowledge of ana-
tomy.

All the anatomy that a praflitioner of
mldwlfer}r can want (whether male or female)
15, a good knowledge of the bones of the
pelvis in its perfet ftate, fo as'to be able to
judge when, and how much it is deformed.
Alfo of its connexion with the lumbar verte_
bra, and its fituationy, and axis; a know-
ledge of its form, and diameters, is com-
prifed in the knowledge of the different
bones which originally compofed it.

A midwife muft alfo know what the pelvis
contains, as delcribed in the lecond letter
together with a perfect knowledge of the
vagina and perineum, and alfo of the feetal

H 5 fkull 4
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fkull ; as mentioned in the fame letter.
She ought alfo to underfland the increafe
and elevation of the gravid uterus during
geftation, which fhe muft know better by
experience, if a mother, than any man can
teach her. She fhould allo be taught the
natural fituation of the placenta, and child
in utero; which I alfo briefly noticed in the
fecond letter. |

Now, Sir, I would afk, whether you do
not teach thefe things in your leétures to
males, demonftrating them on pelves and
feetal fkulls; and on the parts of generation,
which are kept in fpirits (in the le€ture-
room) for that purpofe?

I would further afk, whether this 1s not
all the anatomy that cen be ufeful in the
praétice of midwifery*? and whether every
well qualified midwife is not perfefily ac-
quainted with thefe parts of the human
body ?

If fo, it could be no advantage to them .
10 attend anatomical lettures and the diffect-
ing and demonftrating rooms, unlels they

. I except obftetric furgery,

wifhed
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wifhed to pradtife furgery, which is full as
confiltent as for men to pratife midwifery.

Indeed, I think it would be juft as proper
to fee Mrs. Cavrrous, Surgeon and Apothe-
cary, upon feveral of the doors in a fmall
town, and to fee them cutting men for the
ftone, and curing them of the lues vene-
rea, as to read the word Man-midwife, up-
on fo many doors, and to fee them paying
their manual refpefs to the jare pofteriors
of all the married women in the town..

But it may be neceflary to enquire, What
is the refult of men having ftudied the gene-
ral anatomy of the human body, and their
having walked the hofpitals, where the
various amputations and operations in {ur-
gery are performed? It any man who
pofleffes common fenfa determine, whethep
fuch an education (however neceflary for
Surgeons) does not render the heart callous
to human mifery ; nay, a {urgeon cannot
perform an operation with fafety, till (by
habit) he can feel compofed, and ceafe to
fympathize with the luffering patient,

I can declare from experience, that a man
is thocked, the firft time he fees the human

Ho . bﬂdy



body diffefted, though he is fenfible it 1is
dead, but that by feeing one dreadful opera-
tion after another in the hofpitals, he be-
holds them performed on the Zuing fubjett
with perfett indifference. |

Moreover, furgeons being in the conftant
habit of ufing inftruments, are unfit to
prattife midwifery ; I repeat it, this is fo far
from being advantageous (as male midwives
pretend) that it would deter me from em-
ploying a furgeon to deliver a woman 1n a
natural labour, where no inftryment can be
wanted, beeaufe they are tempted to have
recourfle (at all events) to their inftruments,
when the labour is tedious, and they are
afraid of lofing the good fee of fome other
patient.

Am 1 exaggerating here, Sir? Let the
various accounts which I have quoted, of
infants’ brains being evacuated, and their
{kulls bruifed, and of the mothers being
torn, by the premature ufe of inftruments, in
Sralful male-hands, anfwer. I fay, let thefe
dreadful cafes teftify, that I am not exag-
gerating in this particular; and let women

ccale to be impofed on by the falle pretences
of
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of men-midwives and their emiffaries, who
fay, that they are more tender than women,
after having gone through an education,
which bas a diametrically oppolfite tendency¥*;
nor let them any longer believe, that a man
who is in the conftant habit of ufing inflru-
ments, is a more fafe praélitioner of mid-
wifery than a woman, who cannot run before
nature, having no inftrument but her hands,

How can I refrain writing in behalf of
innocent babes, by endeavouring to un-
deceive my countrywomen, when book after
book is publifhed to fet forth the advantages
of inftruments, which have already bruifed
children’s heads, in the f:/ful hands of the
very men who are now about to recommend
them ? If they have done fo in /kilful hands,
what may we expett from them, when ufed
by novices, who (as Dr. Ofborn obferves)
only ¢ run through a fingle courfe of lec-
¢ tures, and who can \hide the milchief they
doud er the mafk of original difficulty? So
that all the recompence the patient’s huf-

» Surge.um (fays Lord Chefterfield) are hardened to
the bodily pains of mankind, by feeing and hearing of
them all day long,

band
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band gets, is to pay another doétor or two,
whom the blunderer is taught to call in, to
juflify what he has done.

But, Sir, fince you and your brethren fet
fuch an ineftimable value on your general
anatomical knowledge, as conneted with
the pratice of midwifery, I will point out,
wherein it can be turned to very great ad-
vantage in another way, as confiftently as in
midwifery.

Let it be immediately made known, that
a nurfe cannot be trufted to injeét a clyfter
fafely, becaufe the has not ftudied the ftruc-
ture of the fmall and large inteftines, from
the ftomach and pylorus to the colon and
retum, together with the attion of the leva-
tores ani. That fhe muftby no means tie -
her miftrefs’s garters, being ignorant of ana-
tomy, left fhe fhould, fome how or other,
fraQure the patella, or rupture the capfular
ligament, and let out the fynovia. That fhe
cannot feed an infant properly, becaule fhe
knows nothing of the attion of the epiglottis,
the larynx, &c. That fhe oughtto be well
acquainted with the entire {keleton, from the

as 0cc1pma to the os calcis; the union of
2 the
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the different cartilages with their, bones; all
the articulate and inarticulate joints; alfo
the names, origins, infertions, and ufes of all
the mulfcles, whether flefhy or tendinous.
Likewife the exaédl courfe of the arteries,
which conduét the blood to the head, trunk,
and extremities; and of the veins, through
which it paffes back again to the heart.

Let females be perfuaded, that their nurles
fhould know the courfe of each pair of
nerves, and their connexion with the brain ;
as well as the whole thoracic and abdominal
vilcera, and the moft minute abforbents, &c.
&c. And that without this knowledge, the
child cannot be fafe in their hands. Tell
them, that it is very common to fee a dear
little babe’s fternum preffed quite clofe to
the dorfal vertebra, by having its roller put
on by an ignorant nurfe ; and that they fome-
Zimes injure the glutei mufcles, by clouting
them smproperly *.

* Doftors may as well fay, that nurfes ought to un-
derftand the alteration which takes place in the circula-
tion of the feetal blood when the funis is tied, as to fay,

that gexeral anatomy is an advantage in the pra@ice
of midwifery,

Were
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Were I a man-midwife, I fhould keep an
Yundred fuch misfortunes as thefe in my
head, ready to relate whenever they were
likely toanfwer my purpofe; for if I could im-
pofe on women as eafily in this way, as others
haveimpofed onthem, by fayingthat midwives
ought not to be trufted to deliver them, be-
caufe they do not underftand the general
anatomy of the human body, I might {oon
recommend myfelf and my obftetric brethren
as nurfes, as well as midwives; fo that females
might be entirely difcarded during the puer-
peral ftate of women. Andwhat if we fhould
be [neered at, for being feen to drefs and
undre(s the lady whom we delivered a few
days before, andallo to clout the child, &c.!
no matter, fafhion would foon filence female
fcruples, and then their ind hufbands muft
conlent to it, and pay us well for it too!

I really think, Sir, the College of Phyfi-
cians ought to honour me with a title for
this new idea, which is juft as confiftent as.
that of man-midwifery.

I have the honour to be, &c:

LET=
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LETTER X1V,
SIR, 1

HAVING proved that it is extremely

dangerous to employ men-midwives
when inftruments are not wanted, I come to
the sixtu and LasT propofition, viz. To
enquire why there are fo few good mid-
wives ; offer a plan for their better inftruc-
tion; and prove that man-midwifery'is a
perfonal, a domeftic, and a national evil.

There zre many women fuffered to prac-
tife midwifery who know very little of it, as
well as men, both having entered into the
profeffion without a regular education ; and
I am forry our legiflators have not long
fince interfered to prevent it ; the life of a
mother or a child being much more valuable
than that of a hare or a partridge, which has
come under their ferious confideration,

I muft admit the full force of Dr. Buchan’s
opinion, page 591, ed. g. ¢ Though the
¢ management of women in child-bed has
¢ been prattifed as an employment fince the
¢ carlieft account of time ; yet it is ftill, in
¢ molt countries, on a very bad footing.

¢ Few
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Few women think of following the employ- °
ment till they be reduced to the neceflity
of doing it for bread. Hence not one in
a hundred of them have any education,
or proper knowiedge of their- bufinefs.”

Thus far he is cvidently {peaking of nurfes.

4

4

It is equally trus, (fays he) ¢ that molft
women in child-bed require to be managed
with {kill and attention, and that they are
often hurt by the fuperftinous prejudices
of ignorant and officious midwives. The
mifchief done in this way is muich greater
than is generally imagined ; moft of which
might be prevented by* allowing no
woman to prallife midwifery but fuch
as are properly qualified. Were due at-
tention paid to this, it would not only be
the means of faving many lives, but would
prevent the NEcEssiTY of employing men in
this INDELICATE and d{/&grﬁmés’a branch
of medicine, which 15, on MANY GCCOUNLS,
MORE proper for the other [ex.’ |

Though it is impoffible for the moft igno-

rant and illiterate midwives to do {o much
mifchief with their hands, as Jkilful men have
done with their levers, &c. I amno advocate

for
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for them, but wifh they were fent back to
their wafh-tubs, &c. Women whole deport-
ment is vulgar and.difgultful, are by no
means proper for that profellion, any more
than thofe who have not well ftudied it.
Nor do I blame any female for rejeéting their
fervices, and prcﬁ:i’ing tholfe of HUMANE
men; I only wifh to cenfure thofe who live
in London, or other large places, where
Jkilful and fenfible midwives can be procured,
and yet expofe their perfons to men; nor
would I be too fevere herein, as they have
been led into this error, by men whofe
intereft it is to impofe on them, by faying,
they are not fafe in the hands of any wo-
‘man,

Dr. Buchan does not mean that many
lives have been loft by unfkilful midwives
in delivery, but during the month; and as
the beft midwives have very little knowledge
of phyfic, it is right to call in a man when
women are threatened with too much fever,
or with any other diforder. But this is very
different from the unneceffary employment of
a man in the time of labour, becaufe there is

no
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no improper and indecent handling and
touching.

It1s a great miftake in women, to fuppofe
that ax v the danger is in the delivery ; on the
contrary, nature wul expel the foetus ninety-
nine times in a hundred, ¢ if left to her/elf’
as Dr. Buchan obferves; f{o that we {eldom
hear of a womandyinginlabour, thoughmany
die in child-bed. Nature is not left to her-
felf by many men-midwives (as I have al-
ready proved) for they will often ufe the
lever, whether an inftrument be wanted or
pot ; therefore I would much rather employ
a male nurfe than a male midwife in a na-
‘tural labour, unlefs I were permitted to
fearch the doétor’s pockets, to fatisfy myfelf
that he had left his lever at home for once.
If he were unwilling to be fearched, I
fhould confider it my duty to protet my
wife from being injured by his unnece/fary
inftrumental aid.

It is true, there are fome hufbands of a
fhallow underftanding, who actually perfuade
their wives to employ men in preference to
fkilful women; and as foon as the doftor

enters
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enters the room, they [neak out of it; I
imagine they are afraid he will not take
liberties enough, while they are there to re-
{train him, fo they are determined to give
bim full liberty of confcience, by leaving
him in the unlimited pofleflion of the Sanc-
tum Sanclorum. Some wives pretend they
cannot perfuade their huibands to be with
them when delivered by men; it is becaufe
they do not wifh it, forthey know- how to
perfuade them out of a new gown, whenever
- they pleafe.

I have proved (from books written by
men-midwives) that male practice has been
attended by a great deal of indecency, and
inftrumental miflchief; therefore if women
will continue to employ men unneceflarily
in the abfence of their hufbands, and fAallow
pated hulbands will conient to it, they muf
take the certain confequences: fuch couples,
however, are well qualified to live among the
Korakic Ruffians, where cuflom requires huf-
bands to proflitute their wives and daughters
to ftrangers out of wery holpitality *: or in

Italy,

® OSee Le Brun’s tiavels,
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Italy, where males are employed to attend
ladies in bed, to drefs and undrefs them,
and to place their chauffette under ther pet-
ticoats, and a// this in the abfence of their’
hufbands ; nay, falhion requires the hufband
to feem fatisfied with it e/, and to hire the
{aid man, called a cicifbeo®: nor are Britifh
hufbands,whopermitmentddelivertheir wives
in preference to women, and at the fame
time voluntarily withdraw, a jot more wile
than Italian hufbands ; both are equally flaves
to the cuftom of their country, without con-
fidering the impropriety thereof. I will
alfo venture to fay, that every woman who
can procure a fkilful midwife and yet vo-
Juntarily permits male fervice in natural
labour, when her hufband is abfent, would
alfo be contented with the fervice of a
cicifbeo, inftead of a waiting-maid, if fhe
lived at Genoa, where fafhion juftifies it.

But what is the reafon that midwives are
more ignorant of their profeffion, now that
they are inftructed by male- teachers, than a
century ago, when they taught each other?
The rr—:a§0n isobvious; itisnotlikely that thofe

men,
* Voyez L'Efpioa Chinois,
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men, who are conflantly endeavouring to
{fupprefs female praftice among the 7ich, wiil
ever fully inftruét them, though they take
their money for that purpole: fo when they
have deprived them of the greateft part of
the leflons they have fo unjuftly received
their money for, they cry out againft their
ignorance, ‘ no /ady is fafe in their bands,
¢ &c’. Yea, they make their rick patients
believe, that women really have not a capacity
to learn midwifery, which 1s certainly paying
a bad compliment to the mental talents of the
prefent gencration of Britifth females, as
none but females learned it for pratlice a
century ago, and it is in the hands of fe-
males alone, throughout the greatcft part, by
far, of the continent, in the prefent day.
If the poor were as able to pay men-mid-
wives as the rich are, it is more than proba-
ble, that lefturers would refufe to inftruét fe-
males in the art.

I muft confefs, there are fome illiterate
midwives, who are incapable of underftand-
ing the mitruttions they hear, and le&urers
ought to be afhamed of taking their money,
when they perceive their talents are not

{uited
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fuited to the profeflion. The greater part
of thofe women who are known to be emi-
nent in the practice, have obtained the
chief of their knowledge by reading modern
{yftems of midwifery, and by their extenlive
prattice. |

I know a midwife, of no great education,
who delivered near 2oo women the laft year,
and who during all her prattice, which fhe
has followed many years, has never had a
patient die under her hands in Jabour:. 1
doubt if a man can be found, who is able
to fay as much. -

That teachers of midwifery do not give
their female pupils fufficient inftructions, I
can prove; for I have heard a letlurer fay,
¢ I wifh no midwife to,know what the os
¢ utersis; I never tell them, if I can help
et _ |

“Then Dr. Ofborn, by way of echo to
thefe fentiments fays, € The prattice of
¢« women is much to the injury of the fex’.

Suppole a patient in the country were at-
tended by one of the midwives thus taught
(for her twelve guineas) not to know the os
uteri, and were to be attacked with con-

vulfions, .
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vulfions, or with a hemorrhage; can a
midwife who knows not what the os utert 1s,
deliver the child by turning, and fave the
patient’s life? No; inftead of being taught
pow to do this, fhe is infiruéled to call in a
H man; but being diftant from a tewn, the
| patient dies ere the man arrives. This is
the price of blood! Has fuch a thing never
bappened ? and are teachers who thus half-
~ educate their female pupils, guiltlels as to
the death of patients fo loft ? Let the public
judge. I might apply the fame argument to
every othe cafe which requires preter-
natural delivery, ard where the fafety of
mother or child is endangered by incom-
petent midwives. But let not women ima-
gine this ignorance 1s peculiar to midwives,
_dince Dr. Ofbornfays, ¢ Men are contented
¢ to hurry through a fingle courfe of lectures,
¢ and fome are fatisfied with the loofe hints
¢ which are given by anatomical letturers.’
‘There was a proof of male ignorance in
my. neighbourhood a few months fince.
A young man-midwife was called in to
turn a child, who confefled it was a cafe too
difhicult for him, and departed; an old gen-

I tleman,
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tleman, (juftly eminent in the profeffion)

was fent for, and performed it in a few

minutes. '

But fince we do not know that our legil~
lators will (in compliance with' Dr. Buchan’s
hint) make an ‘aft to prevent unqualified
pratitioners, male and female, from deliver-
ing women, I will endeavour to lay down a
plan for the PrRoPER education of midwives,
and for preventing the prallice of ignorant
pretenders qf both {exes.
¥irlt, Lt:t&n obftetric {chool be inftituted

as near the centre of London as poflible,
for the inftrution of midwives under
forty years of age, whofe charaéter for
{obriety and affability is indifputable ;
and whofe education, conftitution, and
mental talents are promifing for, the
profeflion; and let noneelfe be received
as pupils.

Second, Let thefe be inftrutted during three
courfes of leGures, at five guineas each
perfon, which is confiderably lefs than
half he ufual expence; each midwife
fhall be obliged to write down the Aeads

of the lettures, {o as to be able to an-
fwer
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fwer any reafonable -queftion which
fhall be afked her by the leCturer, in the
way of an obftetric catechifm.

Third, All who are well qualified to anfwer
every practicalL queftion at the end
of the fecond courfe of lettures, fhall
have a certificate given, that they are
able to undertake every cafe in mid-
wifery, which does not require the aid
of inftruments : thofe who (after going

-through three courfes of lectures) are
not thus qualified, fhall attend another
courfe, or till they be completed in the
theoretical part of the art, before they
receive a certificate.

Fourth, They fhall be taught the form, the
cavity, the diameters, the axis, &c. of
well-formed pelves; and alfo the dia-
meters, futures, bones, and fontanels of
feetal fkulls ; which fhall be kept at the
{chool for that purpofe, together with
perfec and diftorted pelves.

Fifth, They fhall be taught the anatomy of
the vagina, the urethra and bladder,
the uterus, the reftum, and the contents
of the full-grown impregnated uterus,

I2 | on
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on a machine refembling nature as
nearly as poflible, adapted to a real
pelvis and [pine.

Sixth, Hereon they fhall be taught the ufe
of the catheter.

Seventh, They fhall be taught the encreafe
of the gravid uterus, from conception to
delivery, by Smellie’s or Hunter’s large
plates.

Eighth, They fhall attend poor women, in
any part of the town, during their fe-
cond courfe of le€tures ; and two fhall
attend labours together, viz. one who
has delivered fhall go with one who has
not.

[ This eighth article will, in a few years,
render {ubfcriptions to other charities, for the
purpole of delivering women at their own
dwellings, needlefs ; fo that the money here-
tofore paid to midwives and accoucheurs
for thatpurpofe, may be given to the patients,
by their different benefaélors, to aflift them
during the month. ]

Ninth, They fhall be taught the art of turn-
ing, &c. on the common machine.

The leCtures fhall be compiled from
the
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the belt modern authors and lefturers ;
they fhall be read, and not delivered
from memory ; part of them fhall be de-
livered by an experienced furgeon, and
- part by a {kilful midwife, as fhall here-
after be determined, being dependent
on the nature of each letture, which
fhall continue about an hour every dayy
except Sundays; {o that each courfe will
continue about five weeks, including
fome of the difeafes of pregnant and
lying-in women, and children in the .
month. :

Tenth, The letturing midwife fhall attend
thofe difficult cafes which the pupils.
cannot manage ; if it be an inftrumental.
cafe, the leCturing accoucheur fhall
attend it.

Eleventh, The gentleman employed to de-
liver thele lettures fhall not be a man-
midwife by profeflion, lelt his own in-
tereft fhould caule him to with-hold
nece/fflary inftructions from the female
pupils.

Twelfth, Every annual fubfcriber to this
inftitution fhall be allowed two tickets

I3 for
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for each guinea, which tickets fhall en-
title two poor married women to de-
livery at their own dwellings.

As the execution of this plan will be
attended with very little difficulty, and 1s
calculated to render male-midwifery unne-
ceflary, as well as to promote the comfort of
many poor woman, it is hoped it will not
want advocates. It is certainly the duty of
all thofe who are averfe to male-midwifery,
and who wifh to prevent their wives and
daughters from falling facrifices to an im-
modeft fathion, to lend every poffible en-
couragement to this plan, intended to chafe
continental levities from this ifland, and
render its fair natives both mopest and
virTuous, which they were once univerfally
celebrated for.

Medical gentiemen of charafter, who are
averfe to male-praftice, and with to take an
aflive part in this defign, are defired to leave
a letter with the publifher, which T will
attend to; it fhall not want my PECUNTARY
fupport, as far as may be compatible with

my circumftances: my avocation, as .a
trade{man,



(),
tradefman, will not permit me to render it
any other affiftance.

Women thus educated will be worthy of
the confidence of pregnant females, as none
will be allowed a certificate, till properly
qualified to manage every cafe in midwifery ;
and if none be employed who cannot pro-
duce fuch a certificate, it. will anfwer the
fame purpofe as an att of parliament, to pre-
vent unqualified midwives from prattifing.

I know accoucheurs will laugh at this
defign, becaule it-is-much cafier to {neer
than to argue; the truth is, their arguments
will be found too impotent to controvert what
I have advanced, therefore ridicule will be
their beft refource *. If this plan can be
put in execution, and promoted with {pirit,
I am perfuaded, the great ob/flelric idol, maN,
will fall to the ground by its own ponderous
weight in a few years.

There are fome women who have been
taught to believe, that their midwife dottors
have really faved their lives; being ignorant
of what nature does for them. Hence their

I4 gratitude

* ¢ On me, when coxcombs are fatiric,
* 1 take it for a panegyric,’ SWIET,



(. %788 .}

gratitude is very little fhort of real affetliom,
fo that they very innocently recommend
them to all their female friends, fuppofing
they are doing them a peculiar favour.

Nor can we wonder at this ; were a man te
{fave a woman from drowning, no one would
blame her for exercifing future gratitude to
him; I think, however, 1t would be full
as proper, for a midwife to be the recipient
of all this obftetric good-will.

Notwithftanding, fome families are bitter
enemies to male-midwifery, and many will
not be perfuaded to fall into the fathionable
{fnare, and there are not a few whom I have
extricated from it, by fhewing them the per-
nicious tendency of it. I doubt not but all
thefe will fecond the f{alutary intention of
this book, by perfuading their friends from
continuing in an error, in order to prove
that they have always done right; and by
laying a ftrit injunétion on their adult
children, not to employ men-midwives 1n
natural labours, unlefs their local fituation
prevents them from obtaining {kilful female
operators.

I know feveral perfons who have lately

determined
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determined not to employ a phyfician, a
furgeon, or an apothecary who praétifes mid-
wifery, and I heartily wifh there were thou-
fands in the fame mind.

Midwives fhould explain to their female
friends, that nature expels the child (ninety-
nine times out of a hundred) without any
help ; and this will be another antidote to the
impofitions-of accoucheurs.

A gentleman (the other day) told me, he
wifhed all the men-midwives were [ent to
the plow’s fail/; a much more becoming
{ituation for them, than the ta:/s of married
women ! Another gentleman faid, he would
heartily lend his aid to fend-them-out of the
kingdom. Thefe gentlemen will now have
an opportunity to promote their laudable
defigns, by joining their efforts to mine for
that purpofe. No hufband who pofleffes
good fenfe, can bear his wife to be unne-
ceffarily expofed to other men ;. he knows
that dottors have the fame paflions as all
other males have; and. I can fafely fay, I
never met with half a fcore men in my life,
who were advocates for man-midwifery ; and

15 thele
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thefe few are more famed for being hen-
pecked than for their wifldom.

Let wives bring this bufinefs home to their
own bofoms; how could they like their
hufbands to fend for a fmart female furgeon
to found them for the ftone, in preference to
a male, and at the fame time to infift on the
wife being abfent during the {peculative
experiment? How could they like to hear
their hufbands recommend this handfome
lady to other men at every opportunity, and
to fee her come almoft daily to the houfe on
one trifling occafion or another?

This is exaftly the cafe with man-mid-
wifery ; and yet women think 1t does not
cool their hufbands’ affe€tionstowards them,
but they are miftaken.

As a proof that good midwives are as fafe
as men, midwives themfelves prefer their
own {ex todeliver them,and THEY cannot be
{uppoled to be ignorant of what an operator
has to do for them. Many furgeons, who do
not pratife midwifery, employ women to
deliver their wives; nay, the greateft furgeon
in England does, Is not this becaufe zhey

know
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tnow men can handle inftruments dexte-
roufly ? Did we ever hear of a man-midwife
being voluntarily abfent from his wife,
when delivered by one of his brethren? Is
not this a proof that he knows there isaneeds-
be for Ais prefence ?

I have often heard accoucheurs wonder,
that women can fo eafily fubmit to male
affiftance ; and well they may wonder, becaufe
they £now it 1s unneceffary. No doubt they
will flill endeavour to continue their grofs
impofition; and if they f{ucceed, we may
fafely apply the words of Ficlding to wives :

* Credulity’s always in fafhion ;
¢ For folly’s a fund will never lofe ground,
¢ While fools are {o rife in the nation.’

But let us hope better things; for Englifh
. females in general have only fubmitted to
men, becaufe they imagined themfelves more
fafe in ¢Aeir hands than in thofe of women,
and they ftill poffefs chaftity enough to em-
ploy their own fex, as foon as they are un-
deceived. Therefore I will venture to ap-
ply Pope’s words to every fenfible hufband,
leaving thofe, who will not be convinced

) N that
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that reafon is a better guide than fathion, to
apply the firlt two lines to themf{elves.

¢ Some pofitive, }*erﬁﬂing fops we know,

¢ Who if once wrong, awill needs be always {o:
¢ But you, with pleafure own your errors paft,
» And make each day a critique on the laft.”

Dr.- Hamilton and his obftetric brethren
will doubtlels plead, the cruelty of throwing
{o many medical men out of employment;
yes, and the keepers of ill-famed houles
think it cruel to be deprived of their licences.
1et each of them purfue a decent employ-
ment, and I fhall be the laft perfon to in-
terrupt them init. But while the liberty of
the prefs is permitted, I fhall confider it
my puTY to bear a faithful teftimony againit
the praétice of thatbody of men, whofe bufinefs
it is wantonly and unneceffarily to violate
female modefty ; until they become athamed
of their paft aftions, and transfer fuch an ef-
feminate calling to its original proprietors.

You will plainly perceive, Sir, that my
principal defign, in writing this book, is to
fiop the progrefs of obftetric arms, by op-
pofing a legion of well-dilciplined Amazons

thereto; and that my SECONDARY aim Is,
to
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to perfuade hufbands to ftand fentinel during
the delivery of their wives, in order to pro-
tett them from being thruft at by fuch fteel
weapons, until there fhall be a {uflicient
number of women ¢rained up to take the
field with their natural arms alone.

I do not think it neceflary to apologize
for the mode of treating this fubjett. I have
ftudied delicacy of f{entiment, as much as
was confiftent with perfpicuity ; endeavouring
to avoid licentious ideas on the one hand,
and ambiguity on the other; wifhing this
book to contain nothing that can be injuri-
ous to the minds of adult females, whether
fingle or married. Had I rendered it un-
fit to be a clofet companion for women, I
thould have contributed to defeat the end
for which it was written, |

I fhall conclude with proving, that male-
midwifery is A PERSONAL, A DOMESTIC,
AND A NATIONAL EVIL,

Do not the various lacerations of the
perineum, unneceflary divifions of the {ym-
phyfis pubis, wounded urethre, &c. men-
tioned in the tenth letter, prove it to be a

PERSONAL
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PERSONAL evil, without any further argu-
ments ? |

Itisa pomEsTIC evil, as it creates great
difcord in families; this I have known to be
the cafe in {everal families, and I1have often
been afked by gentlemen, why females are
not employed 1n midwifery now, as much as
heretofore. |

Your own common obfervation muft con-
firm the truth of what I am ftating; but if
you really want proof, that hufbands in ge-
neral are very much diflatisfied with the fecres
obftetric fervices of males, though an ima-
ginary neceffity caufes them to fubmit there-
to, you need only read the books which
have been written againft man-midwifery, in
order to be amply convinced. The {pirit of
thefe books plainly fhew, that the authors of
them detelted every woman, who had un-
neccflarily fubmitted to the zands of accou-
cheurs, {o that their own wives would have
totally loft their affeétions, by employing
them.

Not long fince a gentleman married a
very beautiful woman, and when fhe was

pregnant
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pregnant of her firft child, he was very un-
happy for {everal months, fearing fhe would
be perfuaded, by fome of her fafhionable
female friends, to engage a man to deliver
her; till fhe one day told him, fhe intended
to belpeak a midwife in the neighbourhood,
He clalped her in his arms, and faid, he
would not have oppofed it, bad fhe chofena
~ man, as he might have caufed her friends to
think, he was not fufficiently attentive to her
fafety ; but that his affettion, which was
firengthened greatly by her choice of a wo-
man, muft have been confiderably diminifhed,
by her employing a man. This faét I can
authenticate. And how can any fenfible
hufband think otherwife than this did?
Do men marry wives to be pra&ifing-blocks
for midwife-dottors? Women know not
how much they weaken their hufband’s affec.
tions by employing men.

- If you and your obftetric brethren were
_difpofed to be ufeful members of {ociety,
and to promote domeftic bappinefs, you
would ceafe to teach midwifery to a parcel
of licentious boys (many of whom muft be
licentious, out of fuch a vaft number) and

you
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you would inftruét females in every thing
relative to midwifery, except the ufe of the
forceps, fciflars, and crotchet.

Permit me to extrat a few {entences from
fome of the books I juft now mentioned, as
a collateral evidence that the peace of many
families is interrupted by the praétice of
men-midwives. ¢* I know feveral gentle-
“ men of fortune, who declare that nothing
¢ can induce them to marry, while they are
¢ to be deemed brutes, if they do not fubmit
¢ to the fhameful prattice the following
¢ fheets will difclofe ; though not half what
¢ I could lay open, if I did not think enough
¢ has been faid to determine every man of
¢ fenfe; before he marries, to enter a.caveat
¢ in the marriage-fettlement to bar men-
¢ midwives.

¢ + I know not which to defpife moft’;
¢ the hufbands, who give up theirwives tobe
¢ {fo wantonly and fo unneceflarily handled
¢ and touched by men-midwives; or the
¢ wives, who are fo void ‘of a proper {enfe

¢ of
“# Midwifery analized, 3d edit, page 17, of the letter
addrefled to John Ford.

+ Mid, Anal, page 17,
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of their hufbands’ dignity, and their own
modefty, to employ men-midwives upon
any occafion: nay, I fay upon every
occaflion ; for when once the male-midwife
has got admzffion into a houfe, he becomes
phylician-general to the whole family. If
the hufband be il, the wife will not be
caly, unlels zer dotter be called in, to the
great prejudice of phyficians regularly
bred. The dangerous confequences of
- 1ron Infiruments, conftantly ufed by men-
midwives, and which often defiroy the life
of the child, or mother, or both; and the
certainty of rendering the woman’s perfon
difagreeable, if not difguftful, to her huf-
band, ought to have great weight with wo-
men, provided the matter of delicacy,
‘ decency, and modefty, were out of the
queition,’

Page 22. ¢ Why then fhould women
think it necellary to expofe their perfons
and their infirmities, and to be twifted and
turned about, in whatever pofture or atti-
tude the man-midwife is pleafled to direét,
cither in bed or up, and t0 kecp her hufband
all that time in MORE PAIN OF MIND

¢ than
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than that which fhe [fuffers in body, for no
other end but vanity of having a dottor,
as they call it; but what I call Axn ouz-
RAGE to fenfe, dignity, love, and virtue.
Page 40. ¢ That it is an immodelt, an un-
neceflary, and a fhameful prattice, I will
maintain; and that there lives not a man
of fenfe and fentiment, who loves his wife,
that ever returned to her bed with that de-
aree of fatisfation and affe&ion, who has
undergone a male-midwife’s touch, as {he
whofe perfon is, or he fuppoles to have
been, facred to him, and him alone.
Whenever I fee a married woman nice in
[entiment, and delicate in her expreffions,
and find fhe is attended by male-mid-
wives, I confider her a pretender to both:
I look on her with contempt.’ |
Page 51. ¢ Has fhe not by fo doing, fa-
crificed her modefty to fathion, her perfon
to the highefl indignity, and her hufband’s
honour to the fneers and fecret contempt
even of her male operators '*

Page 8g. ¢ I fpeak the fentiments of all
{fenfible men, when I declare, I attribute

the profligacy of the women of the pre=
¢ {ent
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fent age, to the pradlices of men-mid-
wives; and pronounce every woman, who
permits the vifits of a male fouching opera-
tor, during her pregnancy, unworthy of
the affettion or regard of her hufband;
and every one who admits them, even in
the hour of labour’ (hemeansunneceffarily)
not worthy of his future embraces, or
worth thofe of any other man ; and that-
it is the VERY wonrsT of all proftitution,
and will foon extinguifh even the praétice
of matrimony, except among that clafs of
people who poflefs neither {enfe nor fenti-
ment.’

Page 35. ¢I never meet any of thefe
obftetrical profeflors, that I do not look
upon them as I fhould on the Emperor of
Morocco, or the Bafhaw of Tangiers,
going to vifit his feraglio.’

Now, Sir, as you and your brethren can-

not tell, how many of your patients’ huf-
bands are of the {fame opinion as this author,
though they keep it to themfelves, it is
your duty, to refufe to deliver any woman
whofe hufband is not prefent, if at home;
that he may fee you do no more than is your

duty,
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duty, and have no caufe to upbraid his wife
for tolerating improper prattices. But I
have before proved, that men prefer the
abfence of hufbands for feveral reafons,
however unhappy their minds may be,
while they are clofeted with their wives on
thefe interefling occafions. Men’s averfion
to their prefence fhews, that they ought not -
to be abfent; and if they were contented
with doing their duty only, they would -
fit on the hufband’s prefence, efpecially
when they try the firft pains, which are
generally too weak to affeétevery [purious
fenfibility. Another author fays, ¢ * If our
« women, holding the fentiments of mankind
¢ at defiance, impudently continue the prac-
¢ tice in the face of day, fhall we not /ry to
¢ force up one drop of mqdeft blood into
¢ their cheeks, if one can be found in their
¢ whole frame?
- ¢ T wifh to make them blufh, eveniat the
¢ idea of employing a man.

¢ If any other man were to be caught
¢ taking {uch liberties, the hufband would

deem it fufficient caufe for a feparatmn
¢« Dottors

[ o]

* Thoughts on the times,
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Doftors Commons, &c. And yet I cannot
conceive why he fhould feel himlelf more
injured, by the freedoms having 'been
taken by a gay young man of fafhion,
than by a dottor.

¢ Have not the liberties that he has wan-
tonly taken with her perion, removed the
fhame of a firft violation ?

¢ Have not the f{acred limits, that modelly

¢ fhould guard fromdefilement, been profaned
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and poliuted, by an unhallowed hand?
¢ Accuftomed to the licentious familiari-
ties of one man (not her hufband) a path
has not only been opened, but made
fmooth, and ealy for anoTner. Mon-
ftrous!
‘ Have we no feeling left ? After modefty
has flown from our dwellings, can we be
furprifed if virtue follows its companion
and defender ? Infamous as the adultrefs
is, her crime admits of extenuation, and
fhe feems pure when balanced againft the
pretender to modefty, who fends for her
dotlor to be digitated. Shame on fo
abandoned a practice! Let it be cried
down, and fcandalized, as every man
| ¢ withes
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¢ wilhes to preferve his wife and daughters
¢ from pollution. There is no pretence for
¢ it in nature ; and if the public take it up
¢ with {pirit, women who are not abandened,
¢ will be as much afhamed to have it known
¢ that they wanTonLy employ a man-
¢ midwife, as they fhould be, on being de-
¢ te€led in adultery. We owe 1t to ourfelves,
¢ we owe it to our wives, to our children,
¢ and we owe it to our country.

¢ Should nota modeft woman be fatisfied
¢ with having a man in waiting, ready, and
¢ rather take the chance that fke may be
¢ one of the twenty in two thoufand’ (who
have difficult labours) ¢ than pre-refolve on
« expofing ker perfon, wantonly, 1n a {can-
¢« dalous manner, to a ftrange man, before
¢ {he knows that her cale requires it? How
¢ much, then, do thefe women deferve to be
« {hamed, and POINTED AT, 1IN every coms

"¢ pany, who, fetting all decency at DEFIANCE,
¢ pre-refolve to employ a man ¥’

You fee, Sir, how much the minds of
fome men have fuffered, from being obliged
(perhaps from their being fituated out of the
reach of a midwife) to give up their wives

' to
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to male hands. Certainly (as Dr. Buchan
obferves) midwifery is an employment moft
proper for females, on many accounts.

Man-midwifery is alfo a w~arronav
evil.

The firlt proof hereof I thall quote, from
a book entitled, The Danger and Immodefly
of unneceffarily employing Men-midwives.

Page 27. “ It is to the almoft. general
¢ cuftom of employing men-midwives, that
¢ I attribute the frequent adulteries which dii-
¢ grace our country. Jgnorance has {pread
¢ this fhamelefs cuftom. Ignorance leads
¢ pecople to fugpofe men fafer than women.
¢ Ignorance of what the men-midwives do,
¢ leads modeft women a¢ firft to fubmit to
¢ employ men; and ¢ is igmorance which
¢ leads hufbands (who love their wives) to
¢ recommend, nay even f{ometimes force
¢ them on their wives. They know not
what firipes they are preparing for them-
¢ f{elves.

Page 28. ¢ In thirty years prallice, a
¢ perlon might probably never meet with a
“ fingle cafe where a good woman might
¢ nothave done the bufinefs. This confeflion
¢ was made to me by an eminent man-mid-

‘¢ wife,
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wife, after a pratlice of thirty-fix years.
How elle would the world have been
peopled? The men have but lately come
into fafhion,
“ In praife of Scotland and Ireland be it
{poken, the women of thofe countries are
{till too modeft to employ them*. What is
i1s the confequence ? Adulterieshappen very
{eldom 1n thofe countries. If men-mid-
wives were requifite to bring children into
the world, what would become of the
wilds of America—the plains of Africa?
Even the Hottentot women are too mo-
deft to employ men—they *leave that
abandoned cuftom to our Englifh ladies—
yet they are {o fruitful; they furnifh {laves
for the globe. It isa notorious faét, that
more children have been loft, fince women
were fo {candaloufly indecent as to em.
ploy men, than for ages before that prac-
tice became fo general.
Page 31. ¢ Who can wonder at the pro-
fligacy of the times, when it 1s known
< that even women of charatter {oon be-
come fo callous to the bafhfulnefs which
¢ ought

* 'They alfo have lately caught the obftetric mafculine

influenza !
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ought to charatterize their fex, from be-
ing habituated to the familiarities of thetr

‘men-midwives.’

Page 33." ¢ It cannot be denied, with
iruth, but thefe vifitations from men-mid-
wives, remove, in a great meafure, the
horror of thofe intrufions on the advanced
pofts of virtue, which are its greatelt fafe-
guards—and ferve to prepare the way for
the addrefles of gay young men, who make
it their bufinefs to feduce married women
into the path of infamy.

¢ She cannot but de confcious, that the
dotor is infringing on the hulband.” Is

he not infringing on his own wife alfo ?

oy

" Page 35. ¢ Blufh, ye women of fafhion,

to own that any man befides your hufband,
is admaitted to liberties with your perfons!’
Page 40. ¢ What ~undertaking can be
more difficult to {ucceed in, than an en-
deavour to reform the manners of a vicious
age? Yet, encouraged by the coniciouf-
nefs of the reétitude of my intentions, and
of the fincerity of my withes to repair the
foundation of matrimonial happinefs, &c.’
Page 43. ¢ It is for this wanton ule of
K ¢ men,
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men, that I wifh I had abilities to expofle
their want of modefty in colours ftriking
enough to hold out {fuch women to the
univerfal ridicule of the world, and draw

‘down on-them the contempt and indigna-

tion of the virtuous.

Page 48. ¢ I hope to live to fee the day,
when innate modefty will be the charac-
teriftic of Englifh women; and of courfe,
when a lady will not be more publicly
branded with infamy for the moft barefaced
proftitution, than for the effrontery which
will then be neceflary to enable a woman
wantonly to employ a man-midwife.

Page 60. ¢ Whoever reads the newi-
papers of three years back, will find maxy
paragraphs informing us of the profecution

¢ of men midwives for crim. con.’

Each of thefe three authors fhew, that

great mifchief has been done by the impa-
tience and inftruments of men and boys,
and that {kilful midwives are much fafer;
but as I have belore PROVED IT FROM.
racTs, 1 neced not quote what they have

written thereon.

And now, Sir, what can be more evident,
than
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than that man-midwifery is a NATIONAL
evil? Is it not the deftrution of female
modefly ? Hence the readinefs of women to
admit a new do&or every child, if their
former dotor happens to be engaged when
they fall in labour. Hence the cuflom
(among fafhionable females) of {ending for
their dotors to inform them if they be with
child. Hence the elopements and adulteries
among noble and honourable couples, and the
little cenfure fuch condutt meets with,
Hence the immodefty of women who can
fit in the pit of the theatres, among males,
and behold the half-{kirted female dancers,
difcovering the thape of their legs and thighs
pro bono publico *.. Hence the number of
young women who give way. to their {educers,
after {eeing their mothers voluntarily fubmit
to be handled and twifted by men-midwives,
without the protettion of their hufbands;
though a more modelt neighbour has been
delivered fafely (feveral times) by women.
Hence the improper familiarities at mafque-
rades, between lewd men of fafhion, and
women whofe modefty has been facrificed

K2 et

* Having begun to imitate the French, in midwifery,
we go on to imitate their various fafhionable leyities,
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at the fhrine of men-midwives, and who
are therefore no longer fhocked by foreign
envafions. Hence the unblufhing effrontery
of thole women, who went into an open
court to fwear, that Dr. had often laid
them, without lying with them, when he was

tried for ravifhing one of his patients *;
which alfo proves a former idea of mine,
namely, that women think they owe their
hives to their dottors, and will do any
thing to ferve them.

Thefe things are the natural confequences
of man-midwifery; for women would have
been fhunned by all their modeft female
friends, before that abominable prattice be-
came fafhionable, had they been guilty of
half the lewdnels which they now prattife
with impunity.

¢ What barriers’ (fays Mrs. Nihell) ¢are
¢ thrown down, what a door 1s opened to
¢ licentioufnefs, by the admiflion of this {o
¢ needlefs innovation? Think of an army,
¢ if but of Dr. Smellie’s nine hundred pupils,
¢ conftantly recruiting with the pupils. of
¢ thofe pupils, let loofe againft the female

¢ fex,

* Read the whole ftory 1n Midwifery Analized.
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¢ fex, and what an havock they may malke
¢« of both its fafety and modelty, to fay
¢ nothing of the detriment to population, in
the deftruttion of the infants.’

I will now provE that the EDUCATING
of men for the prattice of midwifery, 1s a
NATIONAL EVIL, fince 1t promotes pro-

)

ftitution.

In the feventh letter, I took notice of
the mode of teaching males to ufe the
catheter; of the touching letlure; of fuf-
fering thirty or forty male pupils to attend
one woman in labour; and of permitting
each of them to examine her. We cannot {up-
pofe any modeft married woman would {ub-
mit to fuch treatment a fecond time; therefore
we will allow the majority of females fo han-
dled, to have been feduced, and the reft of
them to be ftreet-pacers, or vice verfa. But
are the beft of them likely to be reclaimed,
and made good members of fociety, after
having been touched, and handled, and
twilted, and turned, and expofed by, and to,
fuch a number of boys; and after fecing
other females ferved the fame, who happen
to be delivered in the fame room during

K3 : their
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thesr confinement?  On the contrary, doth
it not eradcate every remaining virtuous
fentiment, and complete their education as
common proftitutes; jult as a few weeks
cducation in Newgate, qualifies the pick-
pocket for the highway ?

Whereas many of thefe women, yea, of
the worft of them, might perhaps become
good members of fociety, if they were de-
livered by their own fex, and if’fome good
matron were to give thema le€ure now-and-
then during their recovery, on the advan-
tages of a virtuous life. But, alas! thefe
male-lying-in holpitals are fo far from being
- worthy of the names of charitable inftitu-
tions; the certainty of a reception into them,
and of lying-in free of expence, and of re-
ceiving money from the pupils inta‘the_
bargain, induces many to take fhelter in the
infernal afylum, a fecond, and perhaps a
third or fourth time, who would otherwife
become induftrious and ufeful to fociety,
after their firlt misfortune.

As I before obferved, very few virtuous
married women will enter thefe obftetric
brothels, fo that men cannot be taught the

pra&icul
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praflical part of midwifery, without having
proftitutes to praétife upon; and thofe who
‘are not abandoned when they enter the
hofpital, have very different ideas when
they leave it. And is notthisaNaTIONAL
evil?  What ﬁgrﬁfies inflituting one Afy-
lum 1n order to reclaim unfortunate ﬁ::ﬁales,
while many others are eftablifhed which tend
to ruin thém, and all this for no other pur-
pole, buttq fill the pockets, and indulge the
lafcivious defires of a body of men, who
have chofen fuch an effeminate employment
in preference to all others, and impofe
themfelves on the credulity of virtuous
females, by making them believe, that na-
ture does little or nothing for them in labour,
and that they cannot be fafe in female
hands.

To {fum up thefe three particulars, is there
no evil, in cutting a woman’s thare-bone in
two before the effeét of the labour-pains be
tried ? In performing this operation on a wo-
man who can bearliving children by the powers:
of nature only, when attended by a mid-
wife ? In breaking inftruments in the wombs
of women, who afterwards ekpel the.children:

K 4 by
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by the labour pains only ? In{cooping out
childien’s brains, when there is no manner
of difhiculty in the cafe? In cutting open
the bellies and wombs of women, who after-
wards bear living children? In working
near three hours at the heads of children
with fteel inftruments, eight hours before the
pains arrive at their greatefi force? In
tearing women’s perinai quite in two, from
the freenum labiorum to the anus, by the
fard 1nftrument?  In falling afleep over
women, and being acceflary to the child’s
death? In prattifing midwifery before it is
ftudied, and caufing the child’sdeath ? Intear-
Ing a patient’s womb, and cutting off a part
of her inteftines? In wrixihé eflays to prove,
that an unborn child is not hurt, by plunging
a perforator into its head *? In uncovering
women before a great number of boys, &c. ?
One famous accoucheur recommends and
ules the lever, before the effeét of the la-
bour-pains be tried; another, the knife; a

third, the fciffars and the crotchet.
Thefe are fome of the blefled advantages
of

* Surely Dr. Ofborn afted very imprudently herein,
evenif it were poflible to prove it,
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of man-midwifery; and now I befeech any
rational Being to judge, whether it be a
PERSONAL,A DOMESTIC,AND A NATIONAL
EVIL, Or not.

I intended to conclude here, but muft beg
your patience a little longer,

A tew words concerning aborlinnsﬁ

You know, Sir, when the embryo is fup-
pofed to be dead, but does not come away
within a few days; ifthe woman have much
hemorrhage, fhe is examined per vaginam;
and 1f the {tate of the os uteri will permit it,
the extraneous fubjeét is brought away
manually.  And pray, Sir, why do not
accoucheurs fend for a woman to do this?
Does 1t require great {kill . So they would
make their patients believe, in order to make
them fubmit te {fueh an outrageous attack on
their modefty, at a t'irgle when they are no#
in labour. And why does the hufband’s
prefence offend them on this occafion too,
that they muft bave him out of the room,
before they attempt to examine his wife?
Be fo kind, Sir, as to tell the public, what is
their motive for preferring ¢hus lecrecy.

Dr. Ofborn having quoted the facred

Kj Writings,



( 214 )
writings, I will follow his example, and
take the liberty to recommended thefe two
paffagcs to your confideration.

¢ Men loved darknels rather than lagh{
becaufe their deeds were evil. For eyery
¢ one that doeth evil hateth the light, nei-
¢ ther cometh to the light, left his deeds
¢ fhould be reproved.

¢ Canaman take fire in his bofom, and his
¢ clothes not be burned? Can one go upon
¢ hot coals, and his feet not be burned? So
¢ he that goeth.in to his meighbour's wife;
* whofoever ToucHETH her fhall not be in-
¢ nocend.’ |

When I refle@ on the con;fequenccs of
keeping hulbands from their wives when in
labour, I am filled with indignation againft
the men who encourage it.  They all know
that couracs ftimulates the uterus to con-
tract, and vaturarrLy haltens the birth;

and that rEAR prevents uterine contraétion,
and protratts the birth, perhaps for feveral
hours; jult as encouragement invigorates.

the weak party in combat, and vice ver/a.
1 fay, they all know this, and yet, timid
women muft be kept feveral hours longer in
pain,
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pain, rather than be permitted to receive the
encouragements of their tender bu{bands 5
and then, to make amends for this defedt,
the infant’s head muft be battered three hours.
with the fteel lever!

For the fake of*mumanity as well as
decency, thefe dark male deeds ought to be
expoled to the hufbands, that they may fee
whether they be evi/ or not.. |

You fay, there were near forty pupils
your clafs, who attended Nelly Sanderfon’s:
labour.  Now, we will fuppofe that you
and Dr. Lowder educate (at leaft) one hun-
dred puptls annually; z. e. two thouland x|
twenty years. It is natural to imagine, they
are all advocates for the lever, and that they
all ufe it occafionally; you inform us, your
fon has repeatedly had recourle to it; we
will take 1t for granted, that cach pupil
(after he has begun bufinels) delivers, at
leaft, oné¢ hundred women aanually : if
therefore they ufe the lever oun the head of |
only one child in ten, as fucce/sfully as your
fon did, rour mirrions of childrens:
heads mult be wounded 1n twenty ycars,, oy
. the jﬁﬁﬂfﬁﬁ of two teachers only Il

K 6 For
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For humanity’s fake then, let every hut
band infpet the condu& of his wife’s ac.
coucheur.

I do not take any account of the number
of full-born children, wounded urethre,
and lacerated perinai, which may be occa-
fioned by ufing the lever four millions of
times! and all this may be hidden under the
mafk of original difficulty.

Again, What woman can be deemed vir-
tuous, who f{uffers another man to take
liberties with her behind her hufband’s
back, which fhe would obje&t to before his.
face ? Yet, accoucheurs prattically encou-
rage this. Then let not thofe women (who
have afted fo foolifhly) repeat it; if they
do, I would advife more modeft females to

treat them according to the following advice-

of Dr. Sterne*. ¢ Was no quality a fhelter
¢« againft the indecorums of the other fex,
¢ but was every woman without diftin&ion
who had juftly forfeited her reputation,
from that moment was fthe fure to forfeit
likewife all claim to civility and refpeét;

* Yorick's Sermons,, Vol 2, Ser, 11th,

¢ or
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or in a word, could it be eftablithed as a
law 1n our ceremonial, that wherever cha-
ratters in either fex were become notori-
ous, it fhould be deemed infamous either
to pay or receive a vifit from them, and
the door were to be fhut againft them in
all public places, till they had fatisfied the
world, by giving teftimony of a better:
A few fuch plain and Aoneff maxims faith-

* Jully put in prattice, would force us upon

¢ fome degree of reformation. Till this is

1

-

&

-

done, it avails little that we have no meg-
cy upon them with our tongues, fince they
elcape without feeling any other inconve-
nience.

¢ We all cry out that the world is cor-
rupt, and I fear too juftly; but we never
reflett what we have to thank for it, and
that our open countenance of vice, which
gives the lye to our private cenfures of Ity
1s its chief proteftion and encouragement.’
I beg leave to fay, Sir, that it is abomi-

nably indecent for men to attend a woman
in labour, when the hufband is not prefent,
Are they proper perfons to propole trying
pains? no, they ought to tell the hufband

when



when it is neceflary, and let hlm propof’e it
to his wife.

Moreover, it 15 much more decent for
him to put her on the bed, and to change
her pofition, if neceflary, than for another
man to make himfelf fo bufy, when the
nurfe is not able to move her. Yes, fir,
and 1t 1s the duty of every man in the bloom
of life, to call the patient’s hufband (if not
in the room) to do this, in order that his
own bofom may not be fired, by touching his
neighbour’s wife in parts unaffetted by the
labour pains: for I appeal to hufbands to
determine, whether they "could coolly walk
upon hot coals; in other words, whether
they could coolly turn, twift, and fouch a
new and beautiful objeét? And whether the
man is loft in the term, Doélor 2 Then what
fools have we all been, fo tamely to give up
our wives, beds, and bed-rooms to other
men, in compliance with the cuftom of our
country, which has been eftablithed to
anfwer the ends of midwife-doctors! It muft
be a great crime truly, for a man to ap-
proach his wife before the Dottor has done
with her!! I hope no huiband will ‘fuffer

himie!lf
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himfelf to be fo barefacedly impofed on in
future.

It is true, old men who have been fatiated
by 20 or 30 years prattice among fome
thoufands of females, may not feel much in-
convenience ; but who can anfwer for boys,
and young men, after recciving an educa-
tion which tends to corrupt the moft chafte
morals? What has happened to Dr. Morley
and many others, may not happen again,
but nothing-lefs than the hufband can pre-
vent fome, even old, dottors, from making
too free with their hands, their eyes, and
their inltruments, as I have already proved
from the conduct of Dr. Smellie and others.

It appears unaccountably ftrange, that
hulbands wi/l place the greateft confidence
in'men, whofe education renders them the
leait worthy of it.  What would a man feel,
to learn that any otHER than a medical maxy
was 1n his wife’s room during her delivery,
though he knew fhe was not ‘fouched l;)r
him? Would he not inftautly ruth upon
him, and drag him out?

Is it becaufe men-midwives have been
cducated in hofpitals, where decency is

never
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‘never thought of, where women are exa
mined by 3o pupils together, and where the
head-mafler of the ceremonies uncovers them
to /hew the operation of his inftruments, as
Dr. Smellie did; I fay, is it becaufe they
have learned fuch precepts, and had their
morals mproved by fuch preiiy examples,
which their chalte teachers bave fet them,
that hufbands place fuch wonderful confi-
dence in them? )

I again aflure hufbands, that no prudent
woman will let her hufband know, what in«
decency a man-midwife is guilty of, unlefls
he proceed to criminal attempts, for reafons
before mentioned. Therefore let men think
of Liy’s proverb, when the dottor enters
their wives’ room. ¢ Felix, quem faciunt
¢ aliena pericula cautum.’

Accoucheurs may fay, we are fent for,
therefore though we do go in to, and fouch
our neighbours’ wives, we are innocent, and
the guilt devolves on thofe who employ us.

To men-midwives in general, 1 anfwer,
your employers are innocent, becaufe they
have been told by you and your female
friends, that they are not fo fafe in mid-

wives’
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wives’ hands; but you are GUILTY, when-
ever you go in to your neighbour’s wife wi-
neceflarily, for you know that {kilful midwives
are full as fafe as men, in natural labours,
though your employers have been perfuadel
otherwife. Your aflitance is unnecefiary,
when your patients live ncar a good mid-
wife, and when the labour is natural; there-
fore when you touch your neighbour’s wite,
under thefe circumflances, you are not in-
nocent, though your livelihood depend
thereon.

It is not lawful to get money by impofi-
tion, nor to take improper liberties with
other men’s wives, through the channel of
their ignorance of what nature does for them
in labour, though that ignorance may caufe
them to fend for you, for that purpofe.

If this be not found argument, 1t 1s law-
ful for lewd men to take improper liberties
with a female-ideot, becaufe they have wick-
ed cunning enough to perfuade her to con-
fent to ity or becaule fhe voluntarily invites
them to do it. Can there be a more execra-
ble a€lion than this? And wherein does uzn-
neceflary male-midwifery differ from it ?

| venly
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I verily believe, Sir, that it is the duty of
you and your brethren, to tell - women who
live near good midwives, and who have not
experienced difficulty in former labours, that
midwifery is not men’s work, though itis
lawlul for Surgeons to affift in difficult cafes.
If you will not now believe what I have faid
on this particular, you may FIND 1T TRUE
in the next world.

Some women, who are not very much at-
tached to male-prattice, think, men are (at
any rate) more fafe than {kilful midwives
the firlt child. On the contrary, I have
been perfuaded, that it 1s extremely dan-
gerous to employ men the firft child, and I
can relate {everal fatls to prove it; one
however fhall fuffice, which I am prepared
to authenticate, if called upon..

A lady whom I know, had a man the firf
time, and had a prolaplus vagine, vel uteri,
after her delivery ; whether from his lever
or not, I will not determine, though I am
free to think. She being as ignorant as
moft other women are, the firlt child, fup-
poled it to be the navel ftring, not knowing

that it came away with the placenta, into
which
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which it is inferted, therefore fhe did not
mention it to her hufband ; and the nurle
being as ignorant as herfelf, told the dottor
(as ufual) from day to day, that all was right;
and the lady could not mufter up courage
enough to afk him, if her fituation was the
fame as that of all other females recently de-
livered. The firength of her conftitution
caufed the vagina to return of itfelf on the
fourth day; a very rare cale! and fhe re-
covered, though it was an hair’s breadth
efcape. But fhe will never have a man
again; for, as fhe juftly obferves, fhe could
have told a midwife her fituation, on the
firlt vifit, though fhe could not tell her
dotlor.

Women have died in labour, rather than
tell their male-attendant, they could not
pafs their water; died in labour, I fay,
with ruptured bladders! How many have
fuffered extreme torture, rather than give
their doétors the fame information the firft
days of their lying-in? Thofe who are at-
tended by their own fex, efcape all thefe
difagreeable circumftances: in fhort, wo-
men are expofed to various dangers and in-
conveniencies
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conveniencies by employing the beft of mren
(unlefs they have very {kilful nurfes) which
they avoid, when they have midwives. In-
deed, nurfes have half the men-midwives’
bufinefs to do.

Page 101, you fay, ¢ I requefted my late
¢ worthy colleague Dr., Young to attend the
¢ cafe, from the beginning ol labour along
¢ with me.’

Pray, Sir, have you publifhed this as an
example for young operators to follow?

Surely this is the chef-d’@uvre of your ar !
What, is it not enough to ejett the legal
tenant (the hufband) from his bed-room,
but you muft take another ftrange man along
with you? It would have been foon enough
to call him in, with the confent of the pa-
tient’s hufband, when the cale was PROVED
to be precarious, inftead of doing 1t pre-
fumptively before the labour.

Herein, 3ir, you ated the part of a huf-
band, rather than that of an operator; for
who but the hufband has a right to invite
another man to attend a woman in labour ?
By inviting another man to attend with you,

you manifefted your incompetence: at any
' | fatey
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tate, as you are a teacher of art, 1t was
your duty to attend the cafe without any
other profeffor, and to make your report to
Dr. Young, while he was waiting in another
room: he could have given his advice there,
when vou ought to ufe the forceps, without
increafling the woman’s fears, by feeing and
feeling that two ftrange men were in the
room from the beginning of labour.

You know, Sir, 1t 1s no uncommon thing,
for one accoucher to get accels to a labour
room, by the favour of another prattitioner,
as yourfelf acknowledge, page 103.

What tame animals hufbands are, when
‘their wives are in labour! Zo fuffer other
men to grant favours of this kind.

I hope, married men will not be {o cafily
deceived in future, as to permit midwife
doftors to invite therr friends to handle
their wives from the bf:ginning of labour,
fuch 4:ind favours being too valuable to be
wantonly communicated,

I aflure you, Sir, I know mMany men,
who would have given you and your late
worthy friend Dr. Young a very warm
reception, had they caught you botk in their

wives’
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wives room, when one only had been engag-
ed. Had you attempted {uch athing feventy
years ago, when man-midwifery was viewed
in a different light than it is now, the mi/-
taken modefly (as Dr. Smellic calls it) of
our grandmothers and great-grandmothers,
~would have prompted them to cry fhame
on you, or perhaps to fhut their doors
againft you.

It is high,time to put a ftop to thefe prac-
tices, elpecially as you and your brethren are
now become fo bold as to publifth them. I
truft thefe letters will open the eyes of mar-
ried couples, and thew them how much they
have hitherto been deceived, and how to
prevent future impofition.

Excufe thelength of this letter, as it is the
laft you will receive from me, till your fon’s
promifed recommendation of Dr. Lowder’s
lever {hall make its appearance.

I did not fee your anfwer to Dr. Ofborn’s
Effays, till the third of January, or you might
have {een thefe letters a little fooner.

To conclude with your own words, ¢ I
¢ fhall experience the higheft gratification,
¢ if the arguments contained in thefe letters,

£ in









EOS ESCRIPT,

HAVE no doubt but Mr. Hamilton’s:
defign publicly to recommend the ufe
of Dr. Lowder's lever, after the dreadful
confequences of his ufing it on Mrs. Gray,
will fufficiently juftify my feverity againit
its ufle in the thirteenth letter. Yet, left
. any reader fhould transfer my arguments
againft the ufe of the inftrument, from thence
to the perfons of thofe who recommend it,
I beg leave to fay, that I would as foon em -
ploy Dr. Hamilton and his {on to deliver
my own wife, as any other men ; that I never
faw either of them, and therefore can have
no perfonal motive in writing thefe Iéttcrs;
that Dr. Hamilton’s arguments againft the
premature deftruétion of children in the
womb, ought to be written inletters of gold,
as well as Dr. Olborn’s animadverfions on
the cruelties practifed by the male- -operators
of the prefent day.

0

L Mr,
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Mr. Hamilton’s man~ER of applying the
lever was certainly very fkilful, and yet the
cale of Mrs. Gray proved very unfuccefsful ;
which circumftance ought to prevent his
publifhing a recommendation of that inftru-
ment; efpecially as he knows, there is not
one profeflor in one hundred, who under-
ftands it fo well as he does. |

After thefe acknowledgments, the public
will perceive, that I with my arguments
to be weighed in the balance of impartiality ;
if they be not weighty enough to ftand that
teft, they deferve to fall to the ground;
then let not the imperative law of cuftom
preponderate againft them, any more than
perfonal prejudice in favour of them.

When men publith their own mode of
prattice as an example to others, any perfon
has a right publicly te fcrutinize that mode,
as well as to examine the validity of their
pratiical opinions; and hereby other prac-
titioners can better judge, how far they
ought to be adopted, or rejeéted.

Perhaps every man who publithes his own
mode of pratlice, 1s a little too partial to it ;
how far this 1s the cale with relpett to the

lever,
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lever, and the divifion of the fhare-bone, the
reader muft judge for himfelf, after reading
an account of the refult thereof.

I have given my opinion the more freely
on (what I conceive to be) errors in Dra
Ofborn’s and the two Dr. Hamiltons’ oblte-
tric creeds, becaufe I have reafon to believe,.
their reputation, both as pratitioners and
teachers, is too well eftablithed to: need
encomiums, or, as individuals, to be injured
by my plain dealing with their prattical
opinions ; and I flatter myf{elf, Dr. Hamilton:
cannot fail to fee the propriety of my argu-
ments, refpefting the dangerous confequences:
of ufing Dr. Lowder’s, as well as other
levers; and alfo the introduttion of forty
men and boys to one woman in labour;
whether he have the candour to acknowledge:
it, Or not..

If, on the contrary, Dr. Hamilton can
lay his hand on his heart, and fay, he has no
objcttion to have forty young men intro-
duced to his own wife, when in labour, and:
to have his favourite lever uled on her three
hours together, before the effett of the pains.
be tried; then I will retrat all I have faid,

Le and
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LONDCN :
PRINTED FOR AND SOLD BY §, W. FORES,
Corner of Sackville-ftreet, Piccadilly,
SOLE PROPRIETOR.
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PR.EN.T S.
OUR fheets of the Princirar Buirp-
incs in London, containing, Plate 1,
Horfe-guards from the Park, Buckingham-
houfe, Carlifle-houfe, and Melbourne-houfe.
Plate 2, Manfion-houfe, Foundling-hofpital,
Admiralty, and Royal Exchange. Plate g,
St. Paul’s, Someriet-place, Adelphi, and
Guildhall.  Plate 4, Lan{downe-houfe,
Banqueting-houfe, Whitehall, Burlington-
houfe, and the Bank. The sth Plate will
be publifhed in June; the whole will be
completed in 12 plates, containing 48 build-
ings, price 5s. each plate. They are eor-
rect views of the different places; are very
neatly coloured, and exceedingly orna-
mental as furniture, when framed, or very
fuitable to bind up with hiftories of London,
or
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oras awork by itfelf. Alfoare publifhed, two
plates of the principal buildings in Bath, the
fame fize ; containing, Plate 1, Pump-rooms,
Portland-place, Abbey-church, and New
bridge. Plate 2, Prior’s-park, General-
hofpital, new rooms, and Laura-place. To
be completed in 6 plates, containing, 24
views, 5s. each plate, in colours. Four
views of Briftol. A very neat engraving
in a circle of 12 inches, from a beautiful
drawing, by Mr. Bunbury, called MopERN
Graces, reprefenting three elegant female:
figures, portraits of perfons of the highelt
rank, 7s. 6d. plain, and 15s. elegantly co-
loured. The following are the much-ad-
mired and beft produétions of that celebrated’
humourift, Mr. Rowlandfon, A pair, French
and Englifh Barracks; pair, Sudden Squall
in Hyde-park, and Inn-yard on Fire; pair;,
French and Italian Family; pair, O Tems-
pora! Omores! (a college fcene) and ftu~
dious Gluttons; pair, French and Englfh:
Travelling;  pair, Hypochondriac, and:
Ague and Fever; pair, Grog on Board and’
Tea on Shore; pair, Attack and Purfuit of'a
Highwayman ; one print, different Senfations,.

oney
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one, Side-box Sketches, and one, Field-day
in Hyde-park, all 15s. the pair, very highly
coloured ; alfo a very capital engraving of
Ia Place Vittoire at Paris, before it was de-
ftroyed by the patriots, 10s. 6d. Alfo a
pair, Damp-fheets and Houfe.breakers; pair,
Married-man and Batchelor; pair, four
o’clock in town and country; pair, Art of
Feeling and Benevolence; pair, Confulta-
tion and Convocation. A fet, four prints.
of the High-mettled Racer, from Dibdin’s
ballad, with the words underneath, a very
grand and ftriking reprefentation of the
poet’s idea, price 1l. 1s. neatly coloured;
four prints of buntings,---Breakfaft, Hare-
hunting, Fox Chace, and Death, 10s. 6d.
neatly coloured; a pair, the Chace and
Return, 5s. a pair of races, very necat, 5s.
a pair, Stage-coach and Phaeton, 8s. a pair.
A little bigger and tighter, 5s. Single
prints, Student, Slugs in a Saw-pit, Firft and
Second Floor, IFrench and Englifh: Bawd on
her laft Legs, Comfortable Nap in a Poft-
chaile, 2s. 6d. An Inn-yard, 3s. a pair,
Vilit to the Uncle and Aunt, 4s. and pair
drefling for the Mafquerade, and Birth-day,
r0s. pair, Single, and Married, and Modifh,
and Prudifh, 55. The above are all the beft
performances of this effeemed artift, are all
laid down and neatly coloured, and may be
had bound up in one volume, or [eparately,
with No, 1, 2, 3,and 4, of outlines of higures,

land-
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landfcape and cattle, by Mr. Rowlandﬁ}n 5S.
each number, containing 4 theets; a very ule-
ful and neceffary work for perfons who learn
drawing., Alfo, jufl Publiﬂled, No. 2, of a
new chalk drawing, both from original draw-
ings, by Mr. C. M. Metz, through the vari-
ous features of the head to a cnm_plt.te figure,
groups of figures, and hiftorical compofition.
Engraved in exaft imitation of chalk, 58,
each number containing four fheets, and
letter-prefs. The above wark w111 be con-
tinued.

FORES haslate]y publifhed a lon prmt,
~the fame fize as the Long Minuet, by Mr.
Bunbury, called Chefterfield's Prmclples of
Politenefs; containing about 20 figures,
with the author’s quaint tables and quota-
tions from Lord Chefterfield’s letters, 10s. 6d.
Alfo the C~ ﬂ*?@. Warehmde or, Belly-
piece . Shop, 5 refcntmg fevcral Ladies
choofing and trying on Pads of various di-
menfions, from one month to nine, and even
twins ; and a laconic addrels from Mr. DE-
vanT, Ceftina maker, to the ladies; another,
frailtics of fafhion; f{ixteen diftinguifhed
charatlers in high llfe_, ladies and gentlemen,
ALy padded, gs. each. A very entertaining
print called, Effeéls of Flattery, 3s. the
Dutiful Grandfon and Wile School-mafter,.
1s. 6d. each; and many thouland other
humourous and droll prmts ; parucularly

thc Doctor decewed or the Bll’Lh ofa Pad.















