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PRE‘ACE.
‘ .

ko
-

O thofe who have perufed the account of laft
voyage to the Pacific Ocean, the followi eets

may, at firft fight, appear fuperfluous. The author, how-
ever, being of opinion, that the event of Captain Cook’s
death has not yet been fo explicitly relatéd as the import-
ance of it required, trufts that this Narrative will not be
found altogether a repetition” of what is already known.
At the fame time, he wifhes to add his humble teftimony
to the merit of the account given of this tranfadtion by
Captain King. Its brevity alone can afford an excufe for
this publication, the objet of which is to give a more
particular relation of that unfortunate affair, which he
finds is in general but imperfeétly underftood. He thinks
himfelf warranted in faying this, from having frequently
obferved, that the public opinion feemed to attribute the
lofs of Captain Cook’s life, in fome meafure, to rathnefs
or too much confidence on his fide; whereas nothing can
be more ill-founded or unjuft. It is, therefore, a duty
which his friends owe to his charaéter, to have the whole
affair candidly and fully related, whatever falts it may
involve, that may appear of a difagreeable mature to indi-
2 viduals.
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viduals. The author is confident, that if Captain King
could have forefeen, that any wrong opinion refpeéting
Captain Cook, would have been the confequence of omit-
ting fome circumftances relative to his death ; the good-
natured motive that induced him to be filent, would not
have {tood a moment in competition with the {uperior call
of juftice to the memory 1s friend. This publica-
tion, he is fatisfied, "would not have been difapproved of
by Captain King, for whofe memory he has the higheft
ei’teem, and to whofe fpendlhlp he is under many obliga-
tlomt'“He is fanguine enough to believe, that it will ferve
to remove a fuppofition, in this fingle inftance, injurious to
the memory of Captain Cook, who was no lefs diftin-
guifhed for his caution and prudence, than for his eminent
abilities and undaunted refolution.

The late appearance of this Narrative has been owing
to the peculiar fituation of the writer, whofe domeftic refi-
dence is at a great diftance from the metropolis, and whofe
duty frequently calls him from home for feveral months
together. He has the pleafure of adding, that, in pub-
lithing the following account of Captain Cook’s death, he
aéls in concurrence with the opinion of fome very refpect-
able perfons.
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N the month of January, 1779, the Refolution and

Difcovery lay about a fortnight at anchor in the bay of
Kerag,e,goo,ah #, in the Ifland of Ou,why,ee. During
that time, the fhips were moft plentifully fupplied with
provifions by the natives, with whom we lived on the
moft friendly terms. We were univer{ally treated by them
with kind attention and hofpitality ; but the refpect they
paid to Captain Cook, was little fhort of adoration. It was,
therefore, with fentiments of the moft perfect good-will

® | take it for granted, that moft of thole into whofe hands thefe pages may fall,
have perufed Captain Cook's laft Voyvage, and therefore, I have all along mentioned
the names of the principal actors in this account, as people with whom they are already
acquainted. But as I differ fo much in the orthography of the language of the Sand-
wich Iflands from that ufed in the printed Voyage, it becomes neceflary for me to
explain the names I ufe in this parrative, by thofe already known. It may appear
ftrange, how we fhould differ fo much ; but fo it is :—which is the moft accurate,
fome future vifiter may determine.

Karakakooa I call Ke,rag, ¢,go0,ah,
Terreecboo —_ Kzriopoo,
Kowrowa —_— Kavaroah,
Kaneecabareea @ —— Kaneckapo, herei,
Maiha r.aiha _ Ka, mea, mea.
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NARRATIVE aor-7Trs

As the canoe had not left us long before a gale of wind
came on, 1 was alarmed for the confequence : however, I
had the pleafure to find that my friend had efcaped un-
hurt, though not without fome difficulties. I take notice
of this fhort excurfion, merely becaufe it afforded me an
opportunity of obferving, that there appeared no change
in the difpofition or behaviour of the inhabitants. I faw
nothing that could induce me to think, that they were dif-
pleafed with our return, or jealous of the intention of our
fecond vifitt On the contrary, that abundant good nature
which had always characétifed them, feemed ftill to glow
in every bofom, and to animate every counténance.

The next dav, February the twelfth, the fhips were put
under a taboo, by the chiefs, a folemnity, it feems, that
was requifite to be obferved before Kariopoo, the king,
paid his firft vifit to captain Cook, after his return. He
waited upon him the fame dav, on board the Refolution,
attended by a large train, fome of which bore the prefents
defigned for Captain Cook, who received him in his ufual
friendly manner, and gave him {everal articles in return.
This amicable ceremony being fettled, the taboo was dif-
folved, matters went on in the ufual train, and the next
day, February the thirteenth, we were vifited by the na-
tives in great numbers ; the Refolution’s maft was landed,
and the aftronomical obfervatories erected on their former
fitudation. I landed, with another gentleman, at the town
of Kavaroah, where we found a great number of canoes,
« juft arrived frem different parts of the ifland, and the In-
dians bufy in conftruting temporary huts on the beach,
for their refidence during the ftay of the fhips. On our
return on board the Difcovery, we learned, that an Indian

had
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canoe which took him in, delivered up as reprizals. With
that view he turned back; and having found the canoe on
the beach, he was preparing to launch it into the water,
when Pareah made his appearance, and infifted upoh his not
taking it away, as it was his property. The officer not re-
garding him, the chief feized upon him, pinioned his
arms behind, and held him by the hair of his head; on
which, one of the f{ailors ftruck him with an oar: Pareah
inftantly quitted the officer, {natched the oar out of the
man’s hand, and {fnapped it in two acrofs his knee. At
length, the multitude began to attack our people with
{ftones. They made {ome refiftance, but were {foon over-
powered, and obliged to {wim for fafety to the {mall cut-
ter, which lay farther out than the pinnace. The officers,
not being expert fwimmers, retreated to a fmall rock in
the water, where they were clofely purfued by the Indians.
One man darted a broken oar at the mafter; but his foot
{lipping at the time, he miffed him, which fortunately
{aved that ofhcer’s life. At laft, Pareah interfered, and
put an end to their violence. The Gentlemen, knowing
that his prefence was their only defence againft the fury
-of the natives, entreated him to ftay with them, till they
could get off in the boats ; but that he refufed, and left
them. The mafter went to feek afliftance from the party
at the obfervatories ; but the midfthipman chofe to remain
in the pinnace. He was very rudely treated by the mob,
who plundered the boat of every thing that was loofe on
board, and then began to knock her to pieces, for the
{ake of the iron-work ; but Pareah fortunately returned
in time to prevent her deftruction. IHe had met the other
gentleman on his way to the obfervatories, and fufpecting

: his
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his errand, had forced him to return. He difperfed the
erowd again, and defired the gentlemen to return on board:
they reprefented, that all the oars had been taken out of
the boat ; on which he brought fome of them back, and
the gentlemen were glad to get off, without farther mo-
leftation. They had not proceeded far, before they were
overtaken by Pareah, in a canoe: he delivered the mid-
thipman’s cap, which had been taken from him in the
fcuffle, joined nofes with them, in token of reconciliation,.
and was anxious to know, if Captain Cook would kill him
for what had happened. They aflured him of the con-
trary, and made figns of friendfhip to him in return. He
then left them, and paddled over to the town of Kavaroah,.
and that was the laft time we ever {faw him. Captain-
Cook returned on board foon after, much difpleafed with
the whole of this difagreeable bufinefs; and the fame
night, fent a lieutenant on board the Difcovery, to learn:
the particulars of it, at it had originated in that fhip.

It was remarkable, that in the midft of the hurry and
eonfufion attending this affair, Kanynah. (a chief who had.
always been on terms particularly friendly with us) came
from the fpot where it happened, with a hog to fell on
board the Difcovery : it was of an extraordinary large fize,.
and he demanded for it a pahowa, or dagger, of an un-
ufual length. He pointed to us, that it muft be as long
as his arm. Captain Clerke not having one of that length,
told him, he would get one made for him by the morn-
ing; with which being fatisfied, he ‘left the. hog, and.
went afhore without making any ftay with us. It will
- mot be altogether foreign to the fubje¢t, to mention a cir-
cumitance, that happened to-day on board the Refolution.

4. An
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An Indian chief afked Captain Cook at his table, if he was
a Jata Toa; which means a fighting man, or a foldier.
Being anfwered in the affirmative, he defired to fee his
wounds : Captain Cook held out his right-hand, which
had a fcar upon it, dividing the thumb from the finger,
the whole length of the metacarpal bones. The Indian,
being thus convinced of his being a Toa, put the fame
queftion to another gentleman prefent, but he happened
to have none of thofe diftinguifthing marks : the chief then
faid, that he himfelf was a Toa, and fhewed the fcars of
fome wounds he had received in battle. Thofe who were
en duty at the obfervatories, were difturbed during the
night, with fhrill and melancholy founds, iffuing from the
adjacent villages, which they took to be the Jamentations
of the women. Perhaps the quarrel between us, might
have filled their minds with apprehenfions for the fafety
of their hufbands : but, be that as it may, their mournful
cries ftruck the fentinels with unufual awe and terror.

To widen the breach between us, fome of the Indians,
in the night, took away the Difcovery’s large cutter, which
lay fwamped at the buoy of one of her anchwors : they had
carried her ofi fo quictly, that we dil not mifs her till the
morning, Sunday, February the fourteenth. Captain
Clerke loft no time in waiting upon Captain Cook, to ac-
quaint him with the accident : he returned on board, with
orders for the launch and {mall cutter to go, under the
command of the fecond lieutenant, and lie off the eait
point of the bav, in order to intercept 21l .canoes that might
attempt to get out; and, if he found it neceflary, to fire
upon them. At the fame time, ‘the third licutenant of the
Refolution, with the launch and {fmall cutter, was {fent on

the
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the fame fervice, to the oppofite point of the bay; and the
mafter was difpatched in the large cutter, in purfuit of a
double canoe, already under fail, making the beft of her
way out of the harbour. He {oon came up with her, and
by firing a few mufkets, drove her on fhore, and the In-
dians left her : this happened to be the canoe of Omea, a
man who bore the title of Orono. He was on board him-
felf, and it would have been fortunate, if our people had
fecured him, for his perfon was held as {facred as that of
the king. During this time, Captain Cook was preparing
to go athore himfelf, at the town of Kavaroah, in order
to fecure the perfon of Kariopoo, before he fhould have
time to withdraw himfelf to another part of the ifland,
out of our reach. This appeared the moft effeCtual ftep
that could be taken on the prefent occafion, for the reco-
very of the boat. It was the mreafure he had invariably
purfued, in fimilar cafes, at other iflands in thefe feas,
and it had always been attended with the defired fuccefs :
in fact, it would be difficult to point out any other mode
of proceeding en thefe emergencies, likely to attain the
object in view. We had reafon to fuppofe, that the king
and his attendants had fled when the alarm was firft given:
in that cafe, it was Captain Cook’s intention to fecure the
large canoes which were hauled up on the beach. He
left the fhip about feven o'lock, attended by the lieute-
nant of marines, a ferjeant, corporal, and feven private
men : the pinnace’s crew were alfo armed, and under the
command of Mr. Roberts. As they rowed towards the {hore,
Captain-Cook ordered the launch to leave her ftation at the
weft point of the bay, in order to affift his own boat.
This is a circumftance worthy of notice; for it clearly fhews,

C that






1O

NARRATIVE orF TnHRZX

that he was not unapprehenfive of meeting with refiftance
from the natives, or unmindful of the neceflary prepara-
tion for the {afety of himfelf and his people. I will ven-
ture to {ay, that from the appearance of things juft at that
time, there was not one, befide himfelf, who judged that
fuch precaution was abfolutely requifite : {o little did his
conduét on the occafion, bear the marks of rafthnefs, or a
precipitate felf-confidence! He landed, with the marines,
at the upper end of the town of Kavaroah: the Indians
immediately flocked round, as ufual, and fhewed him the
cuftomary marks of refpect, by proftrating themfelves be-
tore him. There were no figns of hoftilities, or much
alarm among them. Captain Cook, however, did not feem
willing to truft to appearances; but was particularly atten-
tive to the difpofition of the marines, and to have them
kept clear of the crowd. He firft enquired for the king’s
fons, two youths who were much attached to him, and
generally his companions on board. Meflengers being fent
for them, they foon came to him, and informing him that
their father was afleep, at a houfe not far from them, he
accompanied them thither, and took the marines along
with them. As he paffed along, the natives every where
proftrated themfelves before him, and feemed to have loft
no part of that refpect they had always fhewn to his perfon.
He was joined by feveral chiefs, among whom was Kany-
nah, and his brother Koohowrooah. They kept the crowd
in order, according to their ufual cuftom; and beiag igno-
rant of his intention in coming on fhore, frequently afked
him, if he wanted any hogs, or other provifions: he told
them that he did not, and that his bufinefs was to fee the
king. When he arrived at the hnufe, he ordered fome of

the
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the Indians to go in, and inform Kariopoo, that he waited
without to {fpeak with him. They came out two or three
times, and inftead of returning any anfwer from the king,
prefented fome pieces of red cloth to him, which made
Captain Cook fufpect that he was not in the houfe; he
therefore defired the lieutenant of marines to go in. The
lieutenant found the old man juft awaked from fleep, and
{feemingly alarmed at the meflage ; but he came out with-
out hefitation. Captain Cook took him by the hand, and
in a friendly manner, afked him to go on board, to which
he very readily confented. Thus far matters appeared in
a favourable train, and the natives did not feem much
alarmed or apprehenfive of hoftility on our fide; at which
Captain Cook exprefled himfelf a little furprized, faying,
that as the inhabitants of that town appeared innocent of
ftealing the cutter, he fhould not moleft them, but -that
he muft get the king on board. Kariopoo fat down before
his doer, and was {urrounded by a great crowd : Kanynah
and his brother were both very ative in keeping order
among them. In a little time, however, the Indians were
obferved arming themfelves with long {pears, clubs, and
daggers, and putting on thick mats, which they ufe as
armour, This hoftile appearance increafed, and became
more alarming, on the arrival of two men in a canoe from
the oppofite fide of the bay, with the news of a chief,
called Kareemoo, having been killed by one of the Dif-
covery’s boats, in their paffage acrofs : they had alfo de-
livered this account to each of the fhips. Upon that in-
formation, the women, who were fitting upon the beach
at their breakfafts, and converfing familiarly with our
people in the boats, retired, and a confufed murmur {pread

C 2 through
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through the crowd. Anold prieft came to Captain Cook,
with a cocoa nut in his hand, which he held out to him
as a prefent, at the fame time finging very loud. He was
often defired to be filent, but in vain: he continued im-
portunate and troublefome, and there was no fuch thing
as getting rid of him or his noife: it feemed, as if he
meant to divert their attention from his countrymen, who-

were growing more tumultuous, and arming themfelves .

in every quarter. Captain Cook, being at the fame time
furrounded by a great crowd, thought his fituation rather
hazardous : he therefore ordered the lisutenant of marines
to march his fmall party to the water-fide, where the boats
lay within a few yards of the fhore: the Indians readily
made a lane for them to pafs, and did not offer to inter-
rupt them. The diftance they had to go might be about
fifty or fixty yards; Captain Cook followed, having hold
of Kariopoo's hand, who accompanied him very willingly:
he was attended by his wife, two fons, and feveral chiefs.
The troublefome old prieft followed, making the fame fa-—
vage noife. Keowa, the younger fon, went directly into
the pinnace, expecting his father to follow ; but juft as
he arrived at the water-fide, his wife threw her arms about:
his neck, and, with the affiftance of two chiefs forced him
to fit down by the fide of a double canoe. Captain Cook
expoftulated with them, but to no purpofe : they would
not fuffer the king to proceed, telling him, that he would
be put to death if he went on board the fhip. Kariopoo,
whofe conduét feemed entirely refigned to the will of
others, hung down his head, and appeared much dif-

treffed.
While
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While the king was in this fituation, a chief, well -

known to us, of the name of Coho, was obferved lurking
near, with an iron dagger, partly concealed under his
cloke, feemingly, with ‘the intention of ftabbing Captain
Cook, or the lieutenant of marines. The latter propoefed to
fire at him, but Captain Cook would not permit it. . Coho
clofing upon them, obliged the officer to ftrike him with
his piece, which made him retire. Another Indian laid
hold of the ferjeant’s mufket, and endeavoured to wrench
it from him, but was prevented by the lieutenant’s making
a blow at him: Captain Cook, feeing the tumult increafe,
and the Indians growing more daring and refolute, ob=
ferved, that if he were to take the king off by force, he
could not do it without facrificing the lives cf many of his
people. He then paufed a little, and was on the point of
giving his orders to reimbark, when a-man threw a ftone
at him; which he returned with a difcharge of {mall fhot,
(with which one barrel of his double piece was loaded).
The man, having a thick mat before him, received little or
no hurt: he brandithed his {pear, and threatened to dart
it at Captain Cook, who being ftill unwilling to take away
his life, inftead of firing with ball, knocked him down
with his mufket. He expoftulated ftrongly with the moft
forward of the crowd; upon their turbulent .behaviour.
He had given up all thoughts of getting the king on board,
as it appeared -impracticable ; and his care was then only
to act on the defenfive, and to fecure a fafe embarkation
for his {mall party, which was clofely prefled by a body
of feveral thoufand people. Keowa, the king’s fon, who
was in the pinnace, being alarmed on hearing the firft

firing, was, at his.own entreaty, put on fhore again; for
even
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even at that time, Mr. Roberts, who commanded her, did
not apprehend that Captain Cook’s perfon was in any dan-
ger: otherwife he would have detained the prince, which,
no doubt, would have been a great check on the Indians.
One man was obferved, behind a double canoe, in the
action of darting his fpear at Captain Cook, who was
forced to fire at him in his own defence, but happened to
kill another clofe to him, equally forward in the tumult :
the ferjeant obferving that he had miffed the man he
aimed at, received orders to fire at him, which he did,
and killed him. By this time, the impetuofity of the In-
dians was fomewhat repreflfed ; they fell back in a body,
and feemed ftaggered : but being puthed on by thofe be-
hind, they returned to the charge, and poured a volley of
ftones among the marines, who, without waiting for or-
ders, returned it with a general difcharge of mufketry,
which was inftantly followed by a fire from the boats,
At this Captain Cook was heard to exprefs his aftonithment :
he waved his hand to the boats, called to them to ceafe
firing, and to come nearer in to receive the marines. Mr.
Roberts immediately brought the pinnace as clofe to the
fhore as he «could, without grounding, notwithftanding the
fhowers of ftones that fell among the people: but Mr.
John Williamfon, the lieutenant, who commanded in the
Jaunch, inftead of pulling in to the affiftance of Captain
Cook, withdrew his boat further off, at the moment that
every thing feems to have depended upon the timely ex-
ertions of thofe in the boats. By his own account, he
miftook the fignal : but be that as it may, this circum-
ftance appears to me, to have decided the fatal turn of the
affair, and to Lave removed every chance which remained

4 with
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with Captain Cook, of efcaping with his life. The bufi-
‘mefs of faving the marines out of the water, in confe-
quence of that, fell altogether npon the pinnace; which
thereby became fo much crowded, that the crew were, in.

a great meafure, prevented from ufing their fire-arms, or

giving what affiftance they otherwife might have done, to-

Captain Cook ; fo that he feems, at the moft critical point
of time, to have wanted the affiftance of both boats, owing
to the removal of the launch. For notwith{tanding that
they kept up a fire on the crowd from the fituation to
which they removed in that boat, the fatal confufion which
enfued on her being withdrawn,, to fay the leaft of it, muft
have prevented the full effect, that the prompt eo-opera-

tion of the two boats, according to Captain Cook’s orders,.
muit have had, towards the prefervation of himielf and.

his people. At that time, it was to the boats alone, that
€aptain Cook had to look for his fafety; for when the
marines had fired, the Indians rufhed ameng them, and
forced them into the water, where four of them were killed :

their lieutenant was wounded, but fortunately efcaped, and:
was taken up by the pinnace.. Captain Cook was then:

she only one remaining on the rock : he was obferved
making for the pinnace;. holding his left-hand ‘againft the
back of his head, to.guard it from the {tones, and carry-
ing his mufket under-the other arm. An Indian was feen
. following: him, but with caution and timidity; for he
ftopped once or twice, as if undetermined to proceed. At
Iaft he advaneed upon him unawares, and with a Iarge club#,,

or

® | have heard one of the gentlemen who were prefent fay, that the firft injury he
received was from a dagger, as it is reprefented in the Voyage ; but, from the ac-
count
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or common ftake, gave him a blow on the back of the
head, and then precipitately retreated. The ftroke feemed
to have {tunned Captain Cook : he ftaggered a few paces,
then fell on his hand and one knee, and dropped his muf-
ket. As he was rifing, and before he could recover his
feet, another Indian ftabbed him in the back of the neck
with an iron dagger. He then fcll into a bite of water
about knee deep, where others crowded upon him, and
endeavoured to keep him under: but ftruggling very
qtrongly with them, he got his head up, and cafting his
look towards the pinnace, feemed to {folicit afliftance.
Though the boat was not above five or fix yards diftant from
him, yet from the crowded and confufed ftate of ¢he crew,
it feems, it was not in their power to fave him. The
Indians got him under again, but in deeper water: he
was, however, able to get his head up once more, and
being almoft fpent in the ftruggle, he naturally turned to
the rock, and was endeavouring to fupport himfelf by it,
when a favage gave him a blow with a club, and he was
fecen alive no more. They hauled him up lifelefs on the
rocks, where they feemed to take a favage pleafure in
ufing every barbarity to his dead body, fnatching the dag-
gers out of each other’s hands, to have the horrid fatii-
faction of piercing the fallen victim of their barbarous
rage.

count of many others, who were alfo eye-witnefles, I am cosfident, in faying, that he
was firlt ftruck with a club. [ was afterwards confirmed in this, by Kaireckea, the
pricit, who particularly mentioned the name of the man who gave him the blow, as
well as that of the chief who afterwards ftruck him with the dagger. This is a point

not worth :.i.'ﬂ".ui[jn::lr cbhout : 1 mention i[‘ a5 lu_"u'l-g folicitous to be accurate in this

ACcount, ¢vernn 1,_|:|;_'ui:|li_1|:1;.'_-1:l of themlelve » NOt very material,
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I need make no reflection on the great lofs we fuffered
on this occafion, or attempt to defcribe what we felt, It
-is enough to fay, that no man was cver more beloved or
admired : and it is truly painful to reflect, that he feems
to have fallen a facrifice merely for want of being properly
fupported; a fate, fingularly to be lamented, as having
fallen to his lot, who had ever been confpicuous for his
care of thofe under his command, and who feemed, to the
laft, to pay as much attention to their prefervation, as to
that of his own life.

If any thing could have added to the fhame and indig-
nation univerfally felt on the occafion, it was to find, that
his remains had been deferted, and left expofed on the
beach, although they might have been brought off. It
appears, from the information of four or five midfthipmen,
who arrived on the {pot at the conclufion of the fatal bufi-
nefs, that the’ beach was then almoft entirely deferted by
the Indians, who at length had given way to the fire
of the boats, and difperfed through the town: fo that
there feemed no great obftacle to prevent the recovery of
Captain Cook's body ; but the licutenant returned on board
without making the attempt. It is unneceflary to dwell
longer on this painful {ubje&t, and to relate the complaints
and cenfures that fell on the conduct of the lieutenant. It
will be fufficient to obferve, that they were fo loud, as to
oblige Captain Clerke publicklv to notice them, and to
take the depofitions of his accufers down in writing. The
Captain’s bad ftate of health and approaching diflolution,
it is-fuppofed, induced him to deftroy thefe papers a fhort
time before his death.
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It is a painful tafk, to be obliged to notice circumf{tances,
which feem to reflet upon the character of any man. A
ftrict regard to truth, however, compelled me to the in-
fertion of thefe facts, which I have offered merely as falts,
without prefuming to connect with them any comment of
my own : eiteeming it the part of a faithful hiftorian, * to
¢ extenuate nothing, nor fet down ought in malice.”

The fatal accident happened at eight oclock in the
morning, about an hour after Captain Cook landed. It
did not feem, that the king, or his fons, were witneffes to
it; but it is fuppofed that they withdrew in the mid{t of the
tumult. The principal ators were the other chiefs, many
of them the king’s relations and attendants : the man who
ftabbed him with the dagger was called Nooah. I happened
to be the only one who recollected his perfon, from having
on a former occafion mentioned his name in the journal I
kept. 1 was induced to take particular notice of him,
more from his perfonal appearance than any other con-
fideration, though he was of high rank, and a near rela-
tion of the king: he was ftout and tall, with a fierce look
and demeanour, and one who united in his figure the two
qualities of firength and agility, in a greater degree, than
ever I remembered to have feen before in any other man.
His age might be about thirty, and by the white {fcurf on
his {kin, and his fore eyes, he appeared to be a hard
drinker of Kava. He was a conftant companion of the
king, with whom I firft faw him, when he paid a vifit to
Captain Clerke. The chief who firft ftruck® Captain
Cook with the club,. was called Karimano,craha, but |
did not know him by his name. Thefe circumitances I
learnt of honeft Kaireckea, the prieft; who added, that

' - they
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they were both held in great efteem on account of that
action : neither of them came near us afterwards. When
the boats left the fhore, the Indians carried away the dead
body of Captain Cook and thofe of the marines, to the
rifing ground, at the back of the town, where we could
plainly fee them with our glafles from the fhips.

This moft melancholy accident, appears to have been
altogether unexpected and unforefeen, as well on the part
of the natives as ourfelves. I never faw fufficient reafon
to induce me to believe, that there was any thing of de-
fign, or a pre-concerted plan on their fide, or that they
purpofely fought to quarrel with us: thieving, which
gave rife to the whole, they were equally guilty of, in
our firft and fecond vifits. It was the caule of every
mifunderftanding that happened between wus: their

petty thefts were generally overlooked, but fometimes

flightly punifhed : the boat, which they at laft ventured
to take away, was an objet of no fmall magnitude to
people in our fituation, who could not poflibly replace her,
and therefore not {flightly to be given up. We had no
other chance of recovering her, but by getting the perfon
of the king into our pofleflion : on our attempting to do
that, the nativés became alarmed for his fafety, and natu-
rally oppofed thofe whom they deemed his enemies. In
the fudden confli¢t that enfued, we had the unfpeakable
misfortune of lofing our excellent Commander, in the
~ manner already related. It is in this light the affair has
always appeared to me, as entirely accidental, and not in the
leaft owing to any previous offence received, or jealoufy of
our fecond vifit entertained by the natives.

D2 Pareah
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placed in this humble ftation, he gave his fon a common
fchool education, and at an early age, placed him appren-
tice with one Mr. Saunderfon, a fhopkeeper at Staith,
{always pranounced Steers) a fmall fithing-town on the
Yorkfhire coaft,” about nine miles to the northward of
Whitby. The bufineis is now carried on by the fon of Mr.
Saunderfon, in the fame fhop, which I had the curiofity
to vifit about a year and half ago. In that fituation young
Cook did not continue long, before he quitted it in difguft,
and, as often happens in the like cafes, betook himfelf to
the fea. 'Whitby being a neighbouring fea-port, readily
offered him an opportunity to purfue his inclination ; and
there we find he bound himfelf apprentice, for nine years,
in the coal trade, to one Mr. John Walker, now living in
South Whitby. In his employ, he afterwards became
mate of a fhip; in which ftation having continued fome
time, he had the offer of being mafter, which he refufed,
as it feems he had at that time turned his thoughts to-
wards the navy. Accordingly, at the breaking out of the
war in 1755, he entered on board the Eagle, of fixty-
four guns, and in a fhort time after, Sir Hugh Pallifer
was appointed to the command of that fhip, a circum-
ftance that muift not be pafied unnoticed, as it proved the
toundation of the future fame and fortune of Captain
Cook. His uncommon merit did not long efcape the ob-
fervation of that difcerning officer, who promoted him to
the quarter-deck, and ever after patronized him with {fuch
zeal and attention, as muit reflet the higheft honour upon
his charac¢ter. “To Sir Hugh Pallifer is the world indebted,
for having firft noticed in an obfcure fituation, and after-
wards brought forward in life, the greateft nautical genius
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that ever any age or country has. produced. In the year

MI‘;};B, we find him mafter of the Northumberland, then
—_—~— ; , .

in America, under the command of ILord Colville., It

was there, he has been heard to -{ay, that during a hard

winter he firft read Euclid, and applicd himfelf to the
ftudy of aftronomy and the mathematics, in which he
made no inconfiderable progrefs, aflifted only by his own
-ingenuity and induftry. At the time he thus found
means to cultivate and improve his mind,. and to fupply
the deficiency of an early education, he was conftantly
engaged in the moft buly and active {cenes of the war in
America. At the fiege of Quebec, Sir Hugh Pallifer made
him known to Sir Charles Saunders, who committed to
his charge the conduéting of the boats to the attack of
mount Morenci, and the embarkation that {caled the
heights of Abraham. He was alfo employed to examine
the paflage of the river St. Laurence, and to lay buovs
for the direction of tlxe men of war. In fhort, in what-
ever related to the reduction of that place in the naval de-
partment, he had a principal fhare, and condudted himfelf
fo well throughout the whole, as to recommend himfelf
to the commander in chief. At the conclufion of the
war, Sir Hugh Pallifer having the command on the New-
foundland ftation, he appointed him to {furvey that Ifland
and the coaft of Labradere, and gave him the Grenville
brig for that purpofe. How well he performed that fer-
vice, the charts he has publifhed afford a fufficient tefti-
mony. In that employment he continued till the vyear
1767, when the well known voyage to the South Sea, for
obferving the tranfit of Venus, and making diicoveries in
that vaft occan was planned. Lord Hawke, who then
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ment he did not continue long: for an active life beft
fuiting his difpofition, he offered his fervices to conduct a
third expedition to the South Sea, which was then in agi-
tation, in order to explore a northern paflage from Europe
to Afia: in this he unfortuately loft his life, but not till
he had fully accomplifthed the object of the vovage.

The character of Captain Cook will be beft exemplified

by the fervices he has performed, which are univerfally -

known, and have ranked his name above that of any
navigator of ancient or of modern times. Nature had
endowed him with a mind vigorous and comprehenfive,
which in his riper years he had cultivated with care and
induftry. His general knowledge was extenfive and vari-
ous: in that of his own profeflion he was unequalled.
With a clear judgment, ftrong mafculine fenfe, and the
moft determined refolution; with a genius peculiarly turned
for enterprize, he purfued his object with unfhaken perfe-
verance :—vigilant and altive in an eminent degree :——cool
and intrepid among dangers; patient and firm under diffi-
culties and diftrefs ; fertile in expedients ; great and original
in all his defigns; active and refolved in carrying them into
execution. Thefe qualities rendered him the animating {pirit
of the expedition: in every fituation, he ftood unrivalled and
alone ; on him all eyes were turned; he was our leading-ftar,
which at its fetting, left us involved in darknefs and defpair.
His conftitution was ftrong, his mode of living tem-
perate : why Captain King fhould not fuppofe temperance
as great a virtue in him as in any other man, I am unable
to guefs. He had no repugnance to good living ; he always
kept a good table, though he could bear the reverfe with-
out murmuring. He was a modeft man, and rather bafh-
E ful s
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ful; of an agreeable lively converfation, fenfible and intel-
ligent. In his temper he was fomewhat hafty, but of a
difpofition the moft friendly, benevolent, and humane.
His perfon was above fix feet high, and though a good-
looking man, he was plain both in addrefs and appearance.
His head was {mall, his hair, which was a dark brown,
he wore tied behind. His face was full of expreflion, his
nofe exceedingly well-fhaped, his eyes, which were fmall
and of a brown caft, were quick and piercing: his eye-
brows prominent, which gave his countenance altogether
an air of aufterity.

He was beloved by his people, who looked up to him
as to a father, and obeyed his commands with alacrity.
The confidence we placed in him was unremitting ; our
admiration of his great talents unbounded ; our efteem for
his good qualities affectionate and fincere.

In exploring unknown countries, the dangers he had
to encounter were various and uncommon. On fuch oc-
cafions, he always difplayed great prefence of mind, and
a fteady perfeverance in purfuit of his obje¢t. The acqui-
fition he has made to our knowledge of the globe is im-
menfe, befides improving the art of navigation, and en-
riching the {cience of natural philofophy.

He was remarkably diftinguifhed for the aftivity of his
mind : it was that which enabled him to pay an unwearied
attention to every object of the fervice. The ftri¢t ceco-
nomy he obferved in the expenditure of the fhip’s ftores,
and the unremitting care he employed for the prefervation
of the health of his people, were the caufes that enabled
him to profecute difcoveries in remote parts of the globe,
tor fuch a length of time as had been deemed impractica-

ble






EIFE oF CAPTAIN COOK.

ble by former navigators. The method he difcovered for
preferving the health of feamen in long voyages, will
tranfmit his name to pofterity as the friend and benefaétor
of mankind : the fuccefs which attended it, afforded this
truly great man more fatisfaction, than the diftinguifhed
fame that attended his difcoveries.

England has been unanimous in her tribute of applaufe
to his virtues, and all Europe has borne teftimony to his
merit. There is hardly a corner of the earth, however
remote and {avage, that will not long remember his bene-
volence and humanity. The grateful Indian, in time to
come, pointing to the herds grazing his fertile plains, will
relate to his children how the firft ftock of them was in-
troduced into the country; and the name of Cook will be
remembered among thofe benign {pirits, whom they wor-
fhip as the fource of every good, and the fountain of
every blefling.

It may not be amifs to obferve, that the plate engraved
by Sherwin, after a painting by Dance, is a moft excellent
likenefs of Captain Cook; and more to be valued, as it is
the only one I have feen that bears any refemblance to him.

E 2 OBSERVA-
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HIS publication affording a convenient opportunity,

I embrace it, to offer a few remarks upon a fubjet
in fome degree affecting the reputation of the late voyages
to the South Sea Iflands. If we for a moment fuppofe,
that they have been the means of diffeminating the vene-
real difeafe among the inhabitants, the evil is of fuch a
magnitude, that we are induced to wifh they had never
been undertaken. For who would not fooner remain ig-

norant of the interefting difcoveries which have been:

made, than bear the reflection of their having been at-
tended with fuch an irreparable injury to a happy and un-
contaminated race of people !
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I learn that they had the leaft idea of our having left it at
Atowai, or that it was a new thing amongft them. This
circumftance, added to the very {light reliance, which ex-
perience had taught me to place in any intelligence ob-
tained from the Indians, through the medium of their
language, confirmed me in the opinion I had entertained
from the firft, that the meaning of thofe Indians had been
mifunderftood on board the Refolution. An inftance hap-.
pened {oon afterwards which convinced me, that no credit
whatfoever is to be given to fuch information. We had
not been long arrived at Atowai a fecond time, before an
Indian came on board the Difcovery, who appeared to the
gentleman who firft fpoke to him, clearly to charge us
with having left the difeafe at that ifland, on our former
vifit.  As I was known to be an unbeliever, the man was
at laft referred to me; and, I confefs, I was a little ftag-
gered at firft with the anfwers he gave me: but prefently,
{ufpecting from his manner, that he would anfwer every
queition propofed to him in the affirmative, I afked him,
if they did not receive the difeafe firft from Oahoo; a
neighbouring ifland, which we had not touched at, when
we were in thefe parts before: the man diretly anfwered,
that they had ; and ftrenuoufly perfifted in the fame, every
time the queftion was put to him, either by myfelf, or
the gentleman who had firft examined him. Such con-
tradiCtory accounts as thefe, prove nothing, but our igno-
rance of their language, and confequently, how apt we
are to be mifled in enquiries of this fort. I never put
any confidence in them myfelf, and have often been fur-
prized to fee others put fo much. Yet thofe who have
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maintained that we left the difeafe at Sandwich Iflands,
have no better foundation than this, to reft their opinion
upon. Whether it be fufficient to fupport fuch an accu-
fation, I will leave others to judge, after what I have re-
lated above; and proceed to point out fuch other circum-
ftances as tend to prove, that the difeafe was not left at
thefe iflands by our fhips. From every thing we could
learn, it appeared, that there is but little intercourfe be-
tween Atowai and the iflands to windward, efpecially
QOuwhyee, which is about fifty leagues diftant : and the
neareft to Atowai, which is Oahoo, is five and twenty
leagues. There is generally fome mifunderftanding be-
tween them, and, excepting for hoftile purpofes, the in-
habitants rarely vifit each other. But were we even to
allow, that there is a frequent intercourfe between them,
which from the diftance along is highly improbable, yet
it is hardly poffible, that the difeafe thould have fpread {o
far, and fo univerfally, as we found it at Ouwhyee, in the
fhort fpace of time which intervened between our firft and
fecond vifit to th& Sandwich Iflands. On the fame fuppo-
fition, it will appear very extraordinary, that we fhould
have found it more common by far at Ouwhyee than at
Atowai, the place where we are fuppofed to have firft left
it. ‘That this was the cafe, however, from my fituation
at that time, as furgeon of the Difcovery, I am able to
pronounce with fome certainty. - The priefts pretended to
be expert at curing it,-and feemed to have an eftablithed
mode of treatment; which by no means implied, that it
was a recent complaint among them, much lefs that it was
introduced only a few months before.

F Whence,
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