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420 THE AMERICAN ORACLE,

their Creator with certain unalienable rights ; that
among thefe are life, liberty, and the purfuit of
happinefs. That to fecure thofe rights govern-
ments are inftituted among men, deriving their
juft powers from the confent of the governed ; and
whenever any form of government becomes de-
ftructive of thefe ends, it is the right of the people
to alter and abolifh it, and to inflitute a new go-
vernment, laying its foundation on fuch principles,
and organizing 1ts powers in fuch form as to them
fhall feem moft likely to effect their {afety and
happinefs.—Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
governments long eftablifhed, fhould not be chang-
ed for light and tranfient caufes, and accordingly
all experience hath thewn, that mankind are more
difpofed to fuffer, while evils are fufferable, than
to right themfelves, by abolifhing the forms to
which they are accuftomed; but, when a long
train of abufes and ufurpations, purfuing invaria-
bly the fame obje&t, evinces the defign to reduce
them under abfolute defpotifm, it is their right, it
is their duty to throw off fuch government, and
to provide new guards for their future fecuriey,
Such has been the patient fufferance of thefe Co-
lonies, and fuch is now the necefiity which con-
firains them to alter their former {yftems of go-
vernment. 'The hiftory of the prefent of ¥
—— is a hiftory of repeated injuries and ufurpa-
tions, all having in dire& objed the eftablifhment
of an abfolute tyranny over thefe ftates. To prove
this, let faéts be fubmitted to a candid world.
He













424 THE AMERICAN ORACLE.

whofe known rule of warfare is an undifting uifhed
deftruction of all ages, fexes, and conditions.

In every ftage of thefe oppreffions we have peti-,
titioned for redrefs in the moft humble terms ;
our repeated petitions have been anf{wered only
by repeated injury. A prince whofe charalter 1s
thus marked by every act which may define a ty-
rant, is unfit to he the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting 1in attention to our
Britith brethren ; we have warned them, from time
to time, of attempts by their legiflature to extend
an unwarrantable jurifdi&tion over us; we have
reminded them of the circumftances of our emi-
gration and fettlement here ; we have appealed to
their mative juftice and magnanimity, and we have
conjured them by the'ties of our common kindred,
to difavow thefe ufurpations, which would inevit-
ably interrupt our conne&ions and correfpon-
dence. Tley too have been deaf to the voice of
juftice and confanguinity. We muft therefore
‘acquiefce in the neceffity which denounces our
feparation, and hold them as we hold the reft of
mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends.

We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the Unit-
ed States of America, in General Congrefs aflem-
bled, appealing to the Supreme Juftice of the 1

world for the reétitude of ourintentions, do, in the
name of, and by the authority of the good people i
of thefe Colonies, folemnly publifh, and declare,

that thefe united Colonies are, and of right, ought

i -

to be, FREE and INDEPENDENT STATES, and that

they ‘

























412 THE AMERICAN ORACLE.

in, and to conftitute the Treaty of Peace pro-
pofed to be concluded between the Crown of
Great Britain and the faid United States, but
which Treaty was not to be concluded until terms
of Peace fhould be agreed upon between Great
Britain and France, and his Britannic Majefty |
thould be ready to conclude fuch Treaty accord-
ingly ; and the Treaty between Great Britain and
France, having fince been concluded, his Britan-
nic Majefty and the United States of America,
in order to carry into full effe® the Provifional
Articles above-mentioned, according to the tenor
thereof, have conftituted and appointed, that is
to fay, his Britannic Majefty on his part, David
Hartley, Efq. Member of the Parliament of Great
Britain, and the faid United States on their part,
John Adams, Efq. late a Commiffioner of the
United States of America at the Court of Ver-
failles, late Delegate in Congrefs from the State
of Maffachufetts, and Chief Juftice of the faid |
State, and Minifter Plenipotentiary of the faid =
United States to their High Mightineflfes the
States-General of the United Netherlands ; Ben-
jamin Franklin, Efq. late Delegate in Congrefs
from the State of Pennfylvania, Prefident of the
Convention of the faid State, and Minifter Pleni-
potentiary from the United States of America at
the Court of Verfailles; and John Jay, Efq. late
Prefident of Congrefs, and Chief Juftice of the
State of New-York, and Minifter Plenipotentiary
from the {aid United States at the Court of Ma-
drid,
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466 THE AMERICAN ORACLE.

the fame State with themfelves. And they fhall
make a lift of all the perfons voted for, and of the
number of votes for each, which lift they fhall
fign and certify, and tranfimit, fealed, to the feat
of the government of the United States, directed
to the Prefident of the Senate. The Prefident of
the Senate fhall, in the prefence of the Senate and
Houfe of Reprefentatives, open all the certificates,
and the votes fhall then be counted. The perfon
having the greateft number of votes fhall be the
Prefident, if fuch number be a majority of the
whole number of elettors appointed ; and if there
be more than one who have fuch majority, and
have an equal number of votes, then the Houfe of
Reprefentatives fhall immediately choofe by ballot
one of them for Prefident, and if no perfon have
a majority, then from the five higheft on the lift
the faid Houfe f{hall in like manner choofe the
Prefident. But in choofing the Prefident, the .
votes (hall be taken by States, the reprefentation
from each State having one vote; a quorum for
this purpofe fhall confift of a Member or Members
from two-thirds of the States, and a majority of all
the States fhall be neceflary to a choice. In every
cafe, after the choice of the Prefident, the perfon
having the greateft number of voters of the elec-
tors fhall be the Vice-Prefident. But if there
fhould remain two or more who have equal votes,
the Senate fhall choofe from them by ballot the
Vice-Prefident,

The






468 THE AMERICAN ORACLE.,

¢¢ T do folemnly {wear (or affirm) that I will
faithfully execute the office of Prefident of the
United States, and will to the beft of my ability
preferve, proted, and defend, the Conftitution of
the United States.”

2. The Prefident fhall be Commander in Chief
of the army and navy of the United States, and of
the militia of the {everal States, when called into
the actual fervice of the United States ; he may
require the opinion, in writing, of the principal
officer in each of the executive departments, upon
any fubje relating to the duties of their refpective
offices, and he fhall have power to grant reprieves |
and pardons for offences againft the United States,
except in cafes of impeachment.

He fhall have power, by and with the advice
and confent of the Senate, to make treaties, pro-
vided two-thirds of the Senators prefent concur;
and he fhall nominate, and, by and with the ad-
vice and confent of the Senate, fhall appoint Am-
bafladors, -other public Minifters and Confuls,
Judges of the Supreme Court, and all other of-
ficers of the United States, whofe appointments
are not herein otherwife provided for, and which
fhall be eftablifhed by law. But the Congrefs may
by law veft the appointment of fuch inferior of-
ficers as they may think proper, in the Prefident
alone, 1n the courts of law, or in the heads of de-
part ments.

The






470 THE AMERICAN ORACLE.

fhall, at ftated times, receive for their fervices a
compenfation, which fhall not be diminifhed
during continuance in office. ‘
2. The judicial power thall extend to all cafes
in law and equity, arifing under this Conftitution,
the laws of the United States, and treaties made,
or which fhall be made, under their authority ;
to all cafes affe@ting .Ambafiadors, other public
Minifters and Confuls ; to all cafes of Admiralty
and maritime jurifdiftion; to controverfies to
which the United States fhall be a party ; to con-
troverfies between two or more States, between a
State and citizens of another State, between citi-
zens of different States, between citizens of the
fame State claiming lands under grants of diffe-
rent States, and between a State, or the citizens
thereof, and foreign States, citizens or fubjedts.
~+In all cafes affecting Ambaffadcrs, other public
Miniiters, and Confuls, and thofe in which a State
fhall be party, the Supreme Court fhall have ori-
ginal jurifdiction, in all the other cafes before-
mentioned the Supreme Court fhall have appellate
jurifdiétion, both as to law and fa&, with fuch ex-
ceptions, and under fuch regulations as the Con-
grefs fhall make.
~ The trial of all crimes, except in cafes of im-
peachment, thall be by Jury; and fuch trial fhall
be held in the State where the faid crimes fhall
have been committed; but when not committed
within any State, the trial fhall be at fuch place
or
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No perfon held to fervice or labour in one
State, under the laws thereof, efcaping into any
other, fhall, in confequence of any law or regula-
tion therein, be difcharged from f{uch fervice or
labour, but fhall be delivered up on claim of the
party to whom fuch fervice or labour may be
due.

3. New States may be admitted by the Con-
grefs into this Union; but no new State fhall be
formed or erefted within the jurifdi¢tion of any
other State ; nor any State be formed by the junc-
tion of two or more States, or parts of States,
without the confent of the Legiflatures of the
States concerned, as well as of the Congrefs.

The Congrefs (hall have power to difpofe of and
make all needful rules and regulations refpeting
the territory or other property belonging to the
United States; and nothing 1n this Conftitution
fhall be {o conftrued as to prejudice any claims of
the United States, or of any particular State. |

4. The United States (hall guarantee to every
State in this Union a Republican form of govern-
ment, and fhall protect each of them againt inva-
fion; and on application of the Legiflature, or of
the exccutive (when the Legiilature cannot be
convened) againft domeftic violence.

ArTicLE V.
The Congrefs, whenever two-thirds of both
Houfes fhall deem it neceflary, fhall propofe
amendments
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Refolved,

THAT the preceding Conftitution be laid be-
fore the United States in Congrefs affembled , and
that 1t 1s the opinion of this Convention, that
it fhould afterwards be fubmitted to a Convention
of Delegates, chofen in each State by the people
thereof, under the recommendation of its Legifla-
ture, for their aflent and ratification; and that
each Convention aflenting to, and ratifying the
fame, fhould give notice thereof to the United
States in Congrefs aflembled.

Refolved, -
That it is the opinion of this Convention, that
as {oon as the Conventions of nine States fhall
have ratified this Conftitution, the United States
in Congrefs aflembled fhould fix a day on which
Ele&ors fhould be appointed by the States which
fhall have ratified the fame, and a day on which
the Electors thould affemble to vote for the Pref:-
dent, and the time and place for commencing pro-
ceedings under this Conftitution. That after fuch
publication the Electors fhould be appointed, and
the Senators and Reprefentatives elected : That
the Ele&ors (hould meet on the day fixed for the
Eleétion of the Prefident, and tfhould tran{mit
their votes certified, figned, {ealed, and direfted,
as the Conftitution requires, to the Secretary of
the United States in Congrefs aflembled, that the
Senators and Reprefentatives fhould convene at
the
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made encroachments on the Englifh fettlements,
he was fent in 1753, by Lieutenant-Governor
Dinwiddie, then Commander of the Province, to -
treat with the French and Indians, and to warn
them againft making encroachments, &c. He
performed the duties of his miffion with fidelity.

In 1754 the colony of Virginia raifed a regi-
ment for its defence, which was put under the
command of Colonel Fry, and Major Wathington
was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the fame;
but the Colonel died that Summer, without joining
the regiment, and the command feil to the Lieu-
tenant-Colonel.

After forming his regiment, eftablithing maga-
zines, opening roads, and fundry marches, he
built a temporary ftockade, at a place called the
Great Meadows; and though his forces did not
amount to four hundred effetive men, he fallied
out, and defeated a number of the enemy, who
were coming to reconnoitre his poft; but on his
return was attacked by an army about 1500
ftrong ; and after a gallant defence, in which
more than one third of his men were killed and
wounded, he was obliged to capitulate. . The gar-
rifon marched out with the honours of war, but
were plundered by the Indians, in violation of the
articles of the capitulation, After this the remains
of his regiment returned to Alexandria, in Vir-
ginia, to be recruited, &c.

In
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county. After fome years, he gave up planting
tobacco, and went altogether into the farming bu-
finefs. He has raifed 7000 bufhels of wheat and
10,000 of Indian corn in one year. His domeftic
plantation contains about 9,000 acres, and he
poflefles large quantities of excellent lands in fe-
veral other counties.

He thus fpent his time in cultvating the arts
of peace, but was conftantly a Member of the
Affembly, a Magiftrate of his county, and a Judge
of the Court. In 1774, he was elected a Dele-
gate to the firft Congrefs, and was chofen again in
1775; the fame year he was appointed by Con-
grefs Commander in Chief of the Forces of the
United Colonies. ;

His conduét as a General 1s fo well known, «
that it is needlefs for me to fay much upon the
fubje®. He went through many hardfhips, pe-
rils, and dangers, and conducted his military ope-
rations with fuch great fkill, that at laft a peace
commenced in 1783, whereby thirteen of the
American Colonies were eftablihed as Sovereign
and Independent States.

Afterwards he refigned his commiffion to Con-
grefs, and retired to his plantation in Virginia.
Some time after the peace commenced, he re-

ceived a diploma from the Univerfity at Cam-
bridge, in the Commonwealth of Maflachufetts,
conftituting hum a Deétor of Laws.
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294 THE AMERICAN ORACLE.

¢ {aying unto them, Speak unto the children of
¢ Ifrael, &c.” and nothing is more ftrictly fora
bidden, not even murder and theft, than the
touching and eating of fwine’s fle/h.

But, perhaps, fome may fay, that this command
was ceremonial, and is abolifhed.

- I anfwer, that we have no account of its being
abolifhed, neither in the Old nor in the New
Teftament ; and that by the fame rule they may
fay, that the command agaieft murder is alfo
abolithed.

But fome have pretended, that all thofe unclean
animals were changed, or made clean, at the
time that Peter went into a trance, and faw Hea-
ven opened, and a certain veflel defcending unto
him, which contained all manner of four-footed
beafts of the earth, and wild beafts, and creeping
things, and fowls of the air, when a voice faid,
¢ Rife, Peter, kill, and eat. But he faid, Not fo,
¢ Lord; forI have never eaten any thing that is
¢ common or unclean. And the voice {pake unto
 him again, faying the fecond time, What God
‘¢ hath cleanfed, that call not thou common.”
This was done thrice, and the veflel was received
up again into Heaven.

By this text it appears, 1. That Peter, who
had been one of Chrift’s difciples, and was in-
ftrutted by him in the principles and do@rines of
_the Chriftian religion, had always adhered to the
law of Mofes, by abftaining from the eating of
(wine’s flefh, and other unclean animals.




































606 THE AMIRICAN ORACLE.

2. That the fleth of all animals fed upon
filthy and poifonous things, is not fit to be eaten.

2. That as the fwine naturally feed upon fuch
things, they always were, and ftill continue to be
unclean.

4. That the Great Governor of the Univerfe,
knowing they were unclean and unwholefome,
was pleafed, in his infinite wifdom to make it
known to the fons of men, and to forbid their
eating or touching their fleth.

5. That that law ftill remains in force, and
ought to be obferved by all nations.

6. That the practice of eating {wine’s fleth
commenced in Chriftendom in the times of Pa-
ganifm, and has been handed down to the prefent
generation by cuftom and tradition.

7. That it is our duty to abftain from every
thing that may defile our bodies, or prejudice
our health and conftitutions.

8. That if we live altogether, or in part upon
fwine’s fleth, the whole of our bodies, or a part,
will be f{wine, though in a different form, and
perhaps have a fwinith temper and difpofition.

9. That the Jews, Perfians, Abyflinians, and
habitants of the empire of the Great Mogul, do -
their duty in obeying the commandment of the
Lord, in abftaining from thofe unclean things
mentioned in the law of Mofes.

10. That the learned and ingenious phyficians

of the kingdom of Great-Britain ought to be ap-
- plauded





























































626 THE AMERICAN ORACLE.

CHA® LEIV,

How to preferve our Health when it is prefent and Re-
Jore it when it is abfent, and make amﬂ!w: bappy
in this World, and the next.

COME now to the grand and important things,
which I have propofed, viz. How to pre-
ferve our health when it is prefent, and reftore it
when it is abfent, and alfo how to make ourfelves
happy in this world, and the next.

I fhall therefore recommend 1. A good houfe,
fituated in an agrecable neighbourhood, where
there is a wholefome air, and good water.

2. Good cloathing, and a {uitable diet, free from
all kinds of filthy and poifonous things.

3. Induftry, gentle exercife, and temperance.

4. When our health is impaired let us employ
the beft phyficians, and take the beft reme-
dies.

5. A contentment with the allotments of Pro-
vidence, through all the various changing fcenes
of life. . -

6. A ftri¢t obfervation of the zhings contained
in the American Oracle, and efpecially thofe men-

tioned
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