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PREFACE.

THE singular anomaly of a medical amateur writing
on this subject, it may be said, requires explanation,
if not apology: the latter, perhaps, would require
the twofold condition that the subject should be one
not previously understood, and that the conclusions
arrived at should bear evidence of considerable prac-
tical utility. The scientific surgeon needs not be
told that a practical knowledge of comparative should
accompany, if not precede, his knowledge of human
anatomy ; that the laws which apparently regulate
the phenomena of life and action in man and the
brute creation are almost identified ; that the lungs
of quadrupeds agree on the whole, in structure, form,
and connection, with those of the human subject;
that in treating the diseases of either, similar ends
are rarely obtained by different means, or at least by
application of different principles: he needs not
be told that the cultivation of comparative anatomy
has enabled the genius of Hunter to leave to his
country one of the most splendid monuments of
human industry ; that through it he explained, sys-
tematized, and simplified his art; by it he connected
B


































































































































































































































































































































































