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Ir 178 Quinsey, or Inflammation of the Throdl,

milk, with some oil, ought likewise to be applied out
wardly.

- Insome cases, the swelling becomes so large, before it is

ripened, as entirely to obstruct the entrance to the gullet

(@sophagus), so that neither aliment nor drink can get down

into the stomach. There are then no other means of pre- ]
. serving the patient’s life but by nourishing clysters, which '

may be made of broth, thin jellies, griel and milk, &ec. In

such circumstances, patients have been supported in that
manner for several days, till, by the breaking of the abscess,
the passage to the stomach has been opened. '
When the abscess is attended wigh much swelling, if it
break not spontaneously, it ought to be opened with a
lancet. g :
When the disease runs rapidly to such a height as to
threaten suffocation, it is sometimes necessary to have re-
course to an operation, as the only expedient for saving the
i life of the patient. The operation alluded to is broncho-
g, tomy, by which an’ incision is made into the wind-pipe for
: the purpose of respiration ; but there occur very few in=
fance;-in practice where recourse to this expedient is ne-
5 ¢ bsary. - :

o hgrﬂ- is sometimes a difficulty of swallowing unattended
i %4 % |th any inflammation. This generally proceeds from an
& ;‘ struction or enlargement of the glands about the throat,

4 d requires nothing more than keeping the neck warm;
[~ 4 1d gargling the throat with. some water, viregar, and

o Sioney. |
T am Yy 'Eeyrsnns who are subject to inflammations of the throat
& / areapt to have a return of the complaint upon any irregu-
larity in point of living.  They ought, therefore, to be tem-
perate; or, if not, to carry off the superabundance of hu-
mours by purging, and other evacuations. They ought,
likewise, to gua.rd well against cold, and avoid whatever is
of a stimulating nature in diel. Drinking cold liquor imme-
“diately after violent exercisé is very prejudicial ; as is like-

- wise a sudden exposure 1o cold air, after any great exertion .
of the throat by speaking or smging. The same cautionis
advyisable after drinking warm liquors. LR
- After an inflammation of the throat, the glands of that

part sometimes continue swelled, and acquire a degree of
hardness which is difficult to be removed. No attempt
 should ever be made to resolve these tumors by any stimu-
lating application. The best way is to keep the throat ©
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Malignant Quinsey, or Ulcerous Sore Throat. 179

-

warm, leaving the swellings to dissipate spon taneously by
time, and only gargling twice a-day with a decoction of
figs, or barley, sharpened with a little vinegar.

Of the Malignant Quinsey, or Ulcerous Sore Throat, (Angina
: maligna, or Cynanche maligna).

This kind of quinsey is more dangerous than the pre-
ceding, and of a highly contagious nature. It seizes chil~
dren more readily than adults, wonien than men, and the
delicate than the robust, 8

C ausks.—It originally derives its soutce from the same
* causes with patrid fevers, which it likewise resembles; but
those which chiefly produce it in the first instance are, un-
wholesome air, damaged provisions, and obstructed perspi-
ration, in persons predisposed to the disease: it is after-
wards propagated by the breath from oneé patient to an-

other. % ;

SyMproMms. = It begins, like most fevers, with fits of
shivering and heat alternately. The pulse, though quick,
is Jow and unequal. The patient complains of weakness
and oppression at the breast ;- has gréat dejection of spirits;
and, on being set upright, is apt to faint away: the lﬂn%m{;
is moist ; the eyes heavy and watery; the countenance fre- ;
quently full, flushed, and bloated ; though occasionally paleg
and sunk ; the breathing is quick and laborious; the skin §f
extremely hot, and, in many cases, there is an eruption or
efflorescence resembling scarlet fever ; the urine commonly g
pale, thin, and crude ; but in some adults it is made in &
small quantity, and bigh coloured, or turbid, like whe:
The throat 1s sore and ‘mﬁamf;-.n:i, exhibiting a shining red k. G
ness, of a deeper coloar than in common inflammatory so o
throats, and interspersed with pale or ash-coloured spots i
There is sometimes a delirium, though the symptoms ap4*
pear slight ; the swallowing is difficult, and more so ondy
‘swallowing the saliva only, than of any liquid or soft didl

The patient is troubled with a nausea, or sickness at thig *

stomach, and often with a vomiting or purging ; but theh '\

two latter are most common in children. An efflorescencg’
or eruption frequently breaks out upon the neck, breastgh

and arms, about the second or third day; and when this ap4s L

pears, the evacuations just now mentioned generally )
- eease. ' SRS S
The malignant sore throat may be distinguished from the/ *
inflammatory by the looseness and vomiting ; the puffy and
16 i @
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Fluor Albus, er IV hites, 325

and keep the body open, by the occasional use of a few
grains of rhubarb or aloes. Five grains of either of these
may be made into pills with an equal quantity of Castile
soap, and taken at bed-time.

In women of a gross habit of body, the cessation of the
menses is frequently followed by swellings in the legs, and
other parts, which usually become ulcerous. These dis-
charges ought either to be left open, or issues substituted in
their place : for some acute or chronic disease is generally

the consequence of suppressing them. :

: AR ph Y e B8

Fluor Albus or Whites, Pregnancy, Child-birth, and
3 Barrenness. i

TH IS is a discharge of matter, variable both in colour
and consistence, from the womb and vagina ; and is most
incident to women of relaxed constitutions, who have borne
many children. It 1s distinguished ‘into two- kinds; one
which arises from a general weakness of the solids, and
another in which the debility is confined to the womb,
in consequence of a suppression or immoderate. flux of the
menses, frequent miscarriages, hard labours, or a strain of
the back or loins. -

When this disease has continued for any considerable
time, it produces general debility, loss of appetite, indiges-
tion, faintness, pa%piiation'ﬂf'the,_heart, and, commonly, a
‘pain in the loins. If, however,'it be moderate, it may be
borne a long time without much inconvenience 5 though in
some women 1t occasions barrenness, and. in others a pro-
pensity to miscarriage. . : . e

When the disease arises from a general relaxation of the
body, we must endeavour to strengthen. it by diet, exercise;
and medicines. The food should be solid and nourishin
but of easy digestion; and the most proper drink is r.fgi
port wine, mixed with Tunbridge, ]‘;_".s,mmgnt,_ ‘ot Bristol
water, or with lime-water. A milk diet alone has often
been found of great advantage ; but it is-more efficacious
when mixed with a fourth part of lime-water., The patient
- should abstain from tea, as well as lying too.dong in bed ;

PG ’ i e
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Fﬂf:rfirsgu Fits. 35

His mouth may be wet with a little rum or brandy ; and, if
he can swallow, some hot wine, mixed with sugar and cin-
namon, may be poured into his mouth. A piece of flannel,
folded two or three times, and dipped in hot wine or brandy,
ought (o be applied to the pit of the stomach, and warm
" bricks, or bottles filled with hot water, .laid to his feet.

By these means the patient will probably soon begin to
recover; and, to promote his restoration, he ought now to
take a little bread or biscuit, soaked in hot spiced wine, or,
if such a thing be ready, some strong soup or broth: con-
tinuing to take often, but in small quantities, some light
strengthening nourishment, such as jellies, light roast meat,
soup, and the like, to prevent a return of the fit.

To this class belong those fainting-fits which are occa-
sioned by accidental bleeding, or the violent operation of
Eurgati've medicines. Such as are the consequence of

lood-lelting seldom prove dangerous, and generally termi-
nate on the patient’s being lawd in a horizontal posture; in
which situation persons who are subject to this accident
should always be bled. On this occasion, however, should
the fainting not immediately cease, volatile spirits may be
held to the nose, and rubbed on the temples.

When fainting proceeds from too strong or acrid purges
_or vomits, the patient must be treated in all respects as if
he had taken poison. He ought to drink plentifully of such
liquors as are adapted to blunt the violence of those sub-
stances, and defend the stomach and intestines from the
force of their irritation. This purpose will be answered b
milk, oil, barley-water, warm water, and the like. It wiﬁ
.also be proper to use the same materials in the form of clys-
ters. The patient’s strength should afterwards be recruifed
by generous cordials; with which some opiate, as the

~opiate confection, should be given. ; :

Faintings are sometimcs occasioned by the quantity or
quality of the food. = When they proceed from the former,
the cure must be effected by vomiting, which may be pro-
moted by drinking an infusion of chamomile flowers. If the
nature of the food be the cause, stimulating applications to
the nostrils and temples must be used, in the same manner as
in the case of weakness. Afterwards, as soon as possible,
he should be made to swallow a large quantity of light warm
fluid, which may dilute the acrimony of the oftending maiter,
~and either promote the discharge of it by vomiting, or carry
it down into the intestines, '






































































































































































































































































































Substances employed n Medicine. 475

of living. . These effects depend especially upon its narco-
tic power, and certain circumstances accidentally attending
its application, and the nose and month; but as we have
observed before, that beside its narcotic it possesses also a
stimulant power, with respect to the alimentary canal,—by
this it is frequently employed as a medicine for. exciting ei-
ther vomiting or purging, which it does as it happens to be
more immediately applied to the stomach or to the inte-
stines, .

“ An infusion of from half a drachm to a drachm of the

dried leaves, or of these as they are commonly prepared for

chewing, for an hour or two, m four ounces of boiling wa-
ter, affords an emetic which has been employed by some
practitioners, but more commonly by the vulgar enly. As
1t has no peculiar qualities as an emetic, and its operation is .
commonly attended with severe sickness, it has not been,
nor is it likely ever to come into common practice with phy-
sicians.

“ It 1s more commonl y employed as a purgative in clysters;
and, as generally very effectual, it is employed in all cases
of more obstinate costiveness; and its powers have been
celebrated by many authors. = I have known it to be in fre-

. quent use with some practitioners ; and it is, mdeed, a very

effectual medicine; but attended with this inconvenience,
that, when the dose happens to be in any excess, it occa-
sions severe sickness at stomach; and I have known it fre-
quently occasion vomiting.

“ It is well known that in cases of obstinate costiveness,
in ileus, and incarcerated hernia, the smoke of burning to-
bacco has been thrown into the anus with great advantage.
The smoke operates here by the same qualities that are in

. the infusions of it above mentioned; but as the smoke
- reaches much farther into the intestines than injections can

commonly do, it is thereby applied to a larger surface, and

. may therefore be a more powerful medicine than the infu-

——

x S

sions. In several instances, however, I have been disap-
pointed of its effects, and have been obliged to have re«

- course to other means. '

“ The infusion of tobacco, when it is carried into the
blood-vessels, has sometimes shewn its stimulant powers

- exerted in the kidneys; and very lately we have had it

recommended to us as a powerful diuretic of great service
indropsy. Upon the faith of these recommendations we
have now employed this remedy in various cases of dropsy,.
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INDEX.
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ﬂBORTIUN, causes and symptoms of, 326, Means of

prevention, ibid. Proper treatment in case of, ibid.
~ Cautions to be observed afterwards, 327,
Absorbent medicines, nature of, 533, 5534.
" Abscésses, ‘treatment of, 346, 347.°

Accidents. See Casualties.

- Acidities, rather the effect than the cause of the disorders of
children, 86. How to be obviated, 87.

Acids, nature of, 532. Of great use in putrid fevers, 139,
When useful in the small-pox, 116.  Often hurtful in the

“""measles, 130. In what circumstances serviceable ‘in
that disease, 131. ~ Useful in the malignant quinsey, 181.
In the scurvy, 283. Against vegetable poisons, 231.

Ague, different kinds of, 150. Most frequent in low marshy
countries, 151. Causes and symptoms of, ibid. Pro-
per treatment of, both during the fits and intermissions,
151—157. Peruvian bark, the sovereign remedy in

~agues, 153.  In what manner to be given, ibid. Meth-

" od of giving laudanum in this disease, 155. In what
cases cold water or brine may be applied externally,
ibid. = Treatment of children, ibid. Method of giving
the solution of arsenic, 156. Means of preventing in-

“ termittent fevers, ibid. Ague-cakes, what sé6 named,
218.

Air, various qualities of, 16. Effects of, on the body, ibid.
Extremely pernicious, when corrupted, 17. Rendered
mortal by the breathing ofanimals, &c. 18. Completely
‘estored by the vegetation of plants, ibid. Danger of
Sleping in ‘a''small ‘room, from contaminated air, 19,


















































































































