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with the silent approbation of his own conscience ; nor
do 1 find that the success of his benevolent undertak-
ing, which has been the means of greatly mitigating, in
this the most populous empire upon earth, the severest
disease to which the infancy of man is liable, has been
proclaimed in self-approving publications.” And further
from the same writer: “Toan old and simple minded
man like myself, much reflecting upon these things,
how much more satisfactory it isto see means, such as
these, employed to carry conviction 1o the Chinese mind,
of the high state of improvement of English arts and
sciences, than to listen to those frothy declamations in
which our countrymen are too apt to indulge upon our
national superiority. I would rather be that man, who,
influenced alone by the principle of benevolence, has,
by the introduction of vaceination into China, commu-
nicated that invaluable blessing to so large a portion of
mankind, than most ofthose whose names have filled the
trumpet of famme and been puffed and blown about the
world.”

But to return to the account of the ophthalmic insti-
tution.  lts founder, T. R. Colledge Esq., was appoint-
ed surgeon 1o the British Factory in China in 1826, and
the succeeding year commenced administering to the
infirmities of such indigent natives as sought his assist-
ance. All sorts of distempers now came under his
mvestigation.  But soon discovering that no native
practitioner cquld treat diseases of the eyes, which
prevail to so great an extent among the laboring classes
of Chinese, he determined to devote his skill more par-
ticularly to this branch of his profession. In the year
1828, he rented apartments at Macao for the reception
of such patients as required operations for the recovery
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that we might ere long lay before our readers some ac-
count of its operations : but at that time we were not
aware of its extensive usefulness, nor of the confidence
in the skill of its founder, which its success had secur-
ed among the native inhabitants. The Chinese need
ocular demonstration of the intelligence, practical skill,
and kind feelings of those who come to their shores
from afar. "They have had proof enough of their enter-
prise and bold daring, and notahittle toe of their shrewd-
ness and foresight; but very rarely have they had op-
portunity to witness deeds of charity, and acts of bene-
volence. Were the records that are on high let down
before our eyes, what dark scenes would they disclose !
Many of the adventurers, who first penetrated to this
farther east, two centuries ago, were as reckless and
cruel, as they were bold and intrepid.  An honorable
commerce, and the exercise of Christian charity, would
never, we apprehend, have closed against foreigners
the northern ports of China or those of Japan. We
allude to these things as the scenes of other times, and
with the most confident expectation that they are net to
be reacted. In this opmion we are confirmed by facts,
some of which are already on record, and by the exis-
tenrce of such institutions as that which we now have
the pleasure of noticing.

« We would remark here, that it was in answer to
otir own earnest solicitation that the following docu-
ments were put into our hands. We made the request
for them in the full belief that the publication of such
facts will do good, by inciting others to go, and do
likewise. We query whether the modern teachers of
Christianity, who have gone forth to the desolate places
of the earth, have not overlooked too much the bodily
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infirmities of those whom they would benefit. The con-
duct, as well as the precept, of our divine Lord is very
full on this point: he not ouly taught from place to
place, but “he went about doing good;” he not ouly
healed the sick and cured the lame, but “ unto many
that were blind he gave sight ;" numerous instances are
specified in the brief memotrs which we have of his pub-
lic ministry. There is a luxury in doing good ; there
is an unspeakable pleasure in relieving our fellow-men,
who are in poverty and distress. T'he founder of the
ophthalmic hospital has commenced a noble work ; and
while we thank him for kindly furnishing us with the pa-
pers which we subjoin, we congratulate him on account
of the success which has erowned his benevolent efforts.
The paper which we here introduce will explain the
origin and object of the hospital. It was written about
a year ago, and in consequence of a benefaction, which
was at once most commendable on the part of the
donors and compatible with the design of the institution
in behalf of which it was granted. 'The paper is as
follows:

“¢Having during the last three years received from
Mr. Vachell, chaplain to the British factory in China,
the amount of offerings at the communion table, it seems
somewhat incumbent on me to state the origin and na-
ture of the institution to which this money has been ap-
plied ; and the claim it has on the good-will and assist-
ance of all persons anxious to alleviate the pressure of
bodily infirmity, to which we are liable, more especially
in a country possessing few, if any, of those charitable
mstitutions which grace so much our own more civiliz-
ed and Christian land.

“ “In the year 1827, I determined to devote a large
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portion of my time, and such medical skill as education
and much attention to the duties of my profession had
made my own, to the cure of so many poor Chinese suf-
ferers of Macao and its vicinity as came in my way.
My intention was to receive patients laboring under
every species of sickness, but principally these afflicted
with discases of the eyes; diseases most distressing
to the laboring classes, amongst whom they are very
prevalent ; and from which the utter incapacity of native
practitioners denies to them all other hope of relief.

“ ¢ During that year my own funds supplied the neces-
sary outlay.  Throughout 1 have received little or no
professional assistance. In 1828, many friends who had
witnessed the success of my exertions in the preceding
year, and had become aware of the expenses I had incur-
red, came forward toaid in the support of amore regular
infirmary, which I proposed to establish, and put me in
possession of means to provide for the maintenance of
such patients as Ifound 1t necessary to keep for some
time under my care ; but who, depending for their live-
lihood on daily labor, could not otherwise have reaped
the benefits held out to them. |

¢« Thus the hospital grew up upon my hands ; confi-
dence was established amongst a people who had been
accustomed to consider foreigners as barbarians, inca-
pable of virtuous, almost of human feelings; and the
number of my inmates was regulated only by the limits
of my accommodations.  T'wo small houses have been
rented at Macao, capable of receiving about forty pa-
tients: there are many more of the nature of out-patients,
such only being housed, as, coming from a distance,
have no friends with whom they can reside.

i ¢ The hest proof which can be offered of the entire
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confidence of the people and the benefits which have
been conferred on them, is that since the commencement
of this undertaking, on a small scale in 1827, to the pre-
sent time, about 4000 indigent Chinese have been re-
lieved from various maladies : many have been restored
to sight: more, saved from impending blindness, resum-
ed their usual occupations, and have supported, in lien
of remaining a burthen on, their families.

“<The more opulent and respectable classes of Chi-
nese, have in the last three years, added their names to
the list of subscribers; and have, by giving the hospital
the sanction of their support, much enlarged the cirele
of its usefulness. The E. I. Company hasg written of
it in terms of approbation, and when applied to, has li-
berally supplied it with medicines.

“¢Independently of the practical benefits conferred on
suffering humanity, it is most desirable that the enlight-
ened nation to which I belong should be known in
this country as possessing other characteristics than those
attaching to us solely as merchants and adventurers.
As charitably anxious to relieve the distresses of our fel-
low-creatures, we may be remembered when the record
of our other connections with China has passed away.

“¢In the above statement nothing is farther from my
wish than to bring forward, and dwell with complacency
on my own exertions and success. No more [ trust has
been said than was necessary to exhibit the nature and
origin of the hospital which I have established, and its
claim to the aid which I thankfully acknowledge.

_ (Signed) T. R. C.

¢ ¢« Macao, October 1832,

“Most desirable it is, we would loudly reiterate, that
enlightened Britain, and the no less aspiring nation,
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which glories in the relationship of having the same
blood and the same speech with Britain, should be known
tn this country as possessing other characteristics than
those attaching to wus solely as merchants and adventu-
rers. Incommerce there may be rival interests, but not
so in the works of that charity which seeketh nor her
own. Every one who has witnessed the success of the
infirmary at Macao will concur, we think, in the follow-
ing testimony, will give the enterprise his approbation,
and endeavor, so far as there may be opportunity, to
enlarge and extend its operations. We are allowed to
quote the following letter with its signature :

“ “Lhave this day visited Mr. Colledge’s ophthalmic
infirmary, and having witnessed the origin of the under-
taking, [ am happy to bear testimony to the complete
success which has attended the zealous exertions of this
gentleman in behalf of the suffering poor in China.

“*T’he number of native patients, amounting to about
four thousand, who during the last five years have
sought aid from this institution, and among whom many
have been restored to sight, and others relieved from
most hopeless blindness, is an honorable proof of the
professional skill of its founder, and of the confidence
which he has inspired into all classes of the Chinese.
To Mr. Colledge, therefore, belongs the merit of having
established, by aid of voluntary donations, the first
mstitution in this country for the relief of the indigent
natives.

¢“«I cannot close these observations without alluding
to the honorable testimony that has been, at various
times, recorded of Mr. Colledge's professional skill and
abilities by the select committee in their dispatches to
the honorable the Court of Directors of the East India
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Company, both at the period when hie was first selected
to fill the station of surgeon to their establishment in
China, and also, subsequently, when the great benefit
derived by the Chinese suftering poor from this gen-
tleman’s professional talent and benevolent disposition,
has been officially brought to their notice. As an indi-
vidual, who has witnessed the beneficial eflects of Mr.
Colledge’s medical ability, 1 feel the greatest gratitica-
tion in thus bearing testimony to his merits, both as a
surgeon and a philanthropist.
(Signed) W. H. C. Prowpgn.

Chief for all affairs of the British nation in China.
¢ « Macao, September 26ih, 1834.7 7

Thus is will be seen that, up to October 1832, more
than four thousand indigent and diseased Chinese had
been relieved from various maladies, and many restored
to sight by Mr.C.’s benevolent exertions, many of whom
would never have been relieved but for his kindness.
The influence of such services upon the minds of those
relieved, their friends, and all who obtain knowledge of
the facts, may be better imagined than 1 can describe.
All persons will agree with me, that it will elicit the
best and most pleasing feelings of which a human heart
is susceptible, and tend to remove the prejudices the
Chinese generally entertain against foreigners, and
produce feelings of respect and confidence in them,
that may eventually lead to a satisfuctdry and amicable
intercourse,—an event that will be hailed with joy by
philanthropists and statesmen.

In further proof of what has been done in advaneing
this desirable object, T will relate the particulars of
a case that occurred in the institution.

-
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the confidence that may be produced in the minds of
Chinese, in the upright intentions of individuals practic-
Ing charity, and in favor of the proprietor’s course, prov-
ing how mueh may be effected by perseverance in ac-
tive humanity, in overcoming the strong prejudices of
this peculiar people. We hope thi¢ is but the begin-
ning of a great work, that may eventually remove from
the Chinese nation all those unfounded prejudices that
at present prevent general intercourse, and lead this
people to call those their happy and enlightened bene-
factors, whom they now term batbarians:

I cannot introduce in a more fit place than this, i
my humble offering at the shiine of benevolence, some
notice of the poor and unfortunate, but the heroic Hoo
L.oo, whose story is probably known to many of my
readers. Hoo Lioo, hearing of Mr: Colledge's skill,
came and entreated admission into his infirmary, and
there, after witnessing many operations, was seized
with a desire to be himself relieved by surgical aid,
and ofttimes requested Mz, C. to perform an operation
upon him. Mr. C.; ever anxious to add new iaureia'
to the profession, but not liking the difect responsibili-
ty of so important a case, recommended him to proceed
to England, and took measures to place him under
the direction of England’s greatest surgeon ; as will be
seen by an extract ! have been favored with, from
Mr. Colledge’s public letter to William Baynes Esq.
president of the Select Committee, under date of No-
vember 13th, 1830, on thie subject of Hoo Loo’s pas:
sage. The following is the extract

“The nature: of the tumor is such as to bid defiance
to all remedies, either external of constitutional, but
I.am of opinion the part may be removed by an nper&-

A
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tion; and as the case is extremely rare, and likely to
prove interesting to our profession, I have to request
your Committee will grant me leave to send Hoo Loo
to England for the purpose of being placed under the
care of sir Astley Cooper Bart.”

Mr. Colledge’s anxiety for the successful issue of
this case was increased tenfold, from his knowledge of
the effect which so wonderful a cure would have upon
the minds of the Chinese, in increasing their confidence
in, and admiration of, European skill in surgery : he had
moreover, at the same time, another man under his
charge, who only waited to learn that the event was
favorable, in order to be determined to go to England
to have a similar operation performed on his own per-
son. Hoo Loo’s principal motive for going to England

was the hope that his disease being there removed, he

might prove a eomfort and support to his aged mother,
instead of being, as he was, a burden to her: the poor
old woman since his death bas subsisted upon a pit-
tance, the interest derived from a small sum which was
appropriated to her use by Mr. Colledge, out of money
given by a few charitable individuals who took an in-
terest in the poor man’s welfare.

The following was written and published in the
Canton Miscellany, No. 4. of 1831.

«Qf patient endurance under bodily suffermg, the
Clhinese have their fult proportion. For much better
authority than mine, on such a subject, I would refer
you, Mr. Editor, to a professional gentleman of this
place, who has devoted much of his time and talents
to the cure of diseases of the eye so prevalent in this
conntry. If you have the good fortune to be acquaint-
ed with him, you might be told that in a Chinese pa-
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tient there is mo want of fortitude under pain; and to
operations they submit with resignation and compo-
sure.. You might at the same time learn with satis-
faction, to how many hundreds of human beings suf-
fering from blindness, perhaps the severest afiliction
with which it has pleased Providence to visit our im-
perfect nature, the blessed light of heaven had been
restored, the darkness of a long and gloomy night dis-
pelled, and the road to happiness and useful industry
once more before their reopened eyes. It is the same
result as that of the miracle in Scripture without the
inspiration ; the triumph of human science over afflic-
tion and disease. Was there any want of fortitude in
that extraordinary case of recent occurrence, where a
Chinese, suffering under a disorder of an aggravated
and peculiar kind, resolved to leave his country and
friends, and undertake a voyage to England, to under-
go an operation, which he was informed might possibly
be successful, but would probaly terminate hs life!
I do not see in the printed narrative of his last mo-
ments, that when he entered the crowded theatre, (in
my humble opinion, an unwise place for such an expe-
riment,) where were assembled the most highly talent-
ed men of the surgical profession, there was any shrink-
ing from the sufferings that awaited him, or any other,
than patient and manly endurauce of the severities of
the operation, until nature gave way and death reliev-
ed him.”

I quote the expressions of an English surgeon who
has published an account of this case.

“The fortitude with which this great operation was
approached, and throughout undergone by Hoo TL.oo
was, if not unexampled, at all events never exceeded,
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in the annals of surgery/ A groan now and then es-
eaped bim, and now and then a slight exclamation, and
we thought we could trace in the tones a plaintive ac-
knowledgement of the hopelessness of his case. Ex-
pressions of regret, too, that he had not rather borne
with his affliction than suffered the operation, seemed
sofily but rapidly to vibrate from his lips as he closed
his eyes, firmly set his teeth, and resignedly strung
every nerve in ohedjence to the determination with
which he had first submitted to the knife.” See
Lancet, Yol. 2d, No. 398, for 1831.

I must be permitted here to allude to the liberality ﬂt
provision and allowance made by the Honorable East
India Company for all classes of their servants: for
from that generous system sprung the institution of
“which I treat, and also the introduction of vaccination,
inasmuch as they allowed to their medical servants
salaries so ample, that they were satisfied, and ¢ went
about doing good;” and would receive no other reward
than the sensations of henevolent minds flowing from
administering unostentatious charity. Liberal presents
have heen prnﬁ'ered by those to whom they have admi-
nisteped aid, but such presents were declined. Yet those
henevolent men were never called upon in vain to attend
the sick of whatever nation or rank ; they felt no disiine-
tion; all was merged in bencvolence to mankind, as
thousands, who have experienced the Kind ministrations
of the East India Company’s late and present surgeons
on the Chinese station, haye testified, and in the abun-
dance of their gratitude, ever will testify.

They were not the mere formal practitioners of
their profession; they entered into the chambers of
the sick, carrying healing and balm to the mi;ld as
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well as body; they were patient hearers of the often
told and long details of enervated, distressed and
melancholic minds; and would soothe and cheer
the afflicted by expressions and acts of sympathy.
Strangers at once found their physician a friend, in
whom they could confide and unburthen their minds,
and receive consolation. Who is there that has been
sick, away from home and friends, in the midst of stran-
gers, that has not felt a deep and desolate despondency
of heart, worse than death, for want of one sympathiz-
ing being to commune with, and administer at his bed-
side. Those who have been thus placed may imagine
the relief given by the benevolent visits to the sick by
the philanthropists alluded to. 1 have seen and felt,
and the impréﬁsiﬂn is fresh in my memory, and will
continue while I live to execite my gratitude.

In the author’s opinion, and in accordance with his
hopes as a philanthropist, he sees in anticipation, the
introduction of vaceination into China by Dr. Pearson,
and in the operations at the ophthalmic institution,
the fountam from whence will spring the peaceable,
gentle, and humane influence, that will open the Chinese
empire to free and friendly intercourse with Euro-
peans. When this prophecy hecomes a truth, and that
truthis recorded upon the pages of history, with what
feelings of satisfaction and noble exultation will the de-
tail of the eveuts be perused by the descendants of the
late, present, and future members of the Kast India
Company’s government at home, and in India, and by
every Briton and philanthropist throughout the world,
What an event, and produced by the gentlest means!
A ugw era! The conquesi of nations by the hand of
frurmanity.

,' #
g
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Much praise 158 due to the Select Committee, and
other members of the factory in China, during the pe-
riod 1 refer to, for the encouragement they ever readily
gave to the surgeons to yield their professional aid to
any and all persons requiring it so far as was practica-
ble. Such and similar traits tend to exalt buman na-
ture. :

The ensuing year, during the residence of the Bri-
tish factory in Canton, Mr. Colledge, assisted by Dr. J.
H. Bradford, the American physician residing there,
laid the foundation of a long needed dispensary; an
establishment, which from its usefulness to all classes
of foreigners, as well as natives, cannot be passed over
without notice. From that, to the present time, great
numbers of poor Chinese have repaired to it, and medi-
cal aid has been administered to them gratuitously by
the present charitable proprietors, Drs. Bradford and
Cox.

“ At an early hour in the morning, one may daily
witness the sick, the blind, and the lame, of all ages and
both sexes, crowding around the doors of the dispen-
sary. We have seen helpless children brought there
in the arms of their parents, or more commonly lash-
ed, according to the custom of the country, npon the
back of a young servant. We have seen old, blind,
decrepit men, with staff in hand, led thither by their
fittle grandchildren ; while others, who were in better
circumstances, were brought in their sedans.

«No native patients, we believe, have ever been lodg-
ed in the rooms connected with the dispensary. This
has doubtless in some degree diminished their number,
and prevented the advantage that might otherwise have
been received; but, under existing circumstances, this
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inconvenience could not possibly be avoided. Never-
theless, the number of those who have come for aid
has been very -great: many have becn relieved, and
the cures not a few.

“ Among the applicants for aid there have been
several with broken and dislocated limbs: fhese as
well as those with diseased eyes, have usually found
speedy relief, which they never could have obtained
from native practitioners. There have been cases
still more difficult and dangerous, one of which we will
notice. This was a young man, a tailor by trade.
He had fallen into bad company, and become enamored
of a wretched being, whose charms his father most
peremptorily and justly forbade him to enjoy. This
was more than his passions could brook, and in a fit of
vexation and rage, be swallowed a drachm’s weight of
the strongest opium, which he could proeure. Assoon
as this was discovered by his friends, aid was sought
from the gentlemen at the dispensary, and by the im-
mediate application of the stomach pump they succeed-
ed in extracting the poison so completely, that in a few
hours he enjoyed his usual health.”

Now, gentle reader, as [ am near the end of this my
humble tribute to active, useful, and practical virtues
of the highest order; and as I am also near the end of
my days, and fast approaching my grave, permit me to
digress a little, and delay you a moment longer with the
remarks and reflections of an old man.

It appears to me the East India Company have done
high honor to themselves and to Britain by the footing
upon which they have placed their medical servants in
this quarter, which has enabled them to do so much good;
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aleo, by the choice of such men as | have noticed in
these pages; men with so much goodness of heart, and
high skill in their profession.

It appears to me, also, that if ever a lever is to be
placed to overcome the existing hatred and prejudices
of the Chinese with regard to Europeans, and remove
the fears and suspicions which shut them out of the
interior  of the empire, the fulerum for that lever must
be such men as those above alluded to ; such could, and
would win their way over the frontiers of this close
and benighted nation ; and pass mto its centre, into the
very court of the palace at Peking, by their Samaritan
practice, patienee. gentleness, and above all, their use-
fulness; while diplomatists and merchants would be
repelled from the borders of the country:

If T had the means, 1 would send a host, an army of
plulanthrupw surgeons into this empire; feeling entire
confidence in their suecess, I should go down to the
grave with bright and consoling hopes, that within &
guarter of a century my expectations would be realized ;
and that the great barriers, ignorance and prejudice,
whiclr now exist, would be swept away, and not a
vestige remain. Europeans and Chinese throughout
the empire would be seen mterchanging mutual cﬂnﬁf
dence and respect: the Chimese wondering, that suck
as the present prejudices could ever have existed, and
almost doubting they ever did exist; and in a century,
¢he historical accounts of them would be }anketl upon
as fabulous, or as the flowings of romanee. :

If the persons above alluded to, have done so exten-
sive and inestimable good with pecuniary means so
Himited, what unbounded benefit would a thousand, o¥
eyen a hundred persons of similar characters and





















































































































