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very fame purpofe, as likewife for their fuppofed

invigorating influence ;, and all of which have evi-
dently a relation to the Cult of Priarus. Struck
with this conformity in- modern and ancient fuper-
ftition, I made a.colle@ion of both the ancient
and modern Amulets of this fort, and placed them
together in the BriTisu Museum, where they remain.
The, modern Amulet meft in vogue, reprefents a
hand clinched, with the point of the thumb thruft
betwixt the index and middle *finger ; the next is a
{hell ; and the third is a half-moon. Thefe Amu-
lets (except the fhell, which is ufually worn in its
natural ftate) are moft commonly made of filver, but
fometimes of ivory, coral, amber, cryftal, or {fome:
curious gem, or pebble. We have a proof of the
‘hand above. defcribed having a connexion with
Priarus, in a molt elegant {mall idol of bronze of
that Divinity, now in the Rovar Museum of Por-
tict, and which was found in the ruins of Hercu-
LANEUM: it has an enormous Phallus, and, with

an arch look. and gef’cure, ftretches out its right
hand"

* -See Plate 11, Fig, 1. Vignette to this Letter. .
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the City of Isernia (anciently belonging to the
SamnITES, and very populous®), a perfon of a liberal
education, employed in that work, chanced to be at
Isernia juft at the time of the celebration of the
Feaft of the modern Priarus, St. Cosmo ; and having
been ftruck with the fingularity of the ceremony,
fo very fimilar to that which attended the ancient
Cult of the Gop of the Garvens, and knowing my
tafte for antiquities, told me of it. From this
Gentleman’s report, and from what I learnt on the
{pot from the Governor of Isernia himfelf, having
gone to that City on purpofe in the month of Fe-
bruary laft, I have drawn up the following account,
which I have reafon to believe is ftrictly true. I
did intend to have been prefent at the Feaft of St.
Coswmo this year ; but the indecency of this ceremony
having probably tranfpired, from the country’s ha-
ving been more frequented fince the new road was
made, orders have been given, that the Grear Zoet
of the Saint fhould no longer be expofed. The

fc}llcwing

* The aftual Population of Iserwia, according to the Governor’s
account, is §51¢6.

T See the Italian letter, printed at the end of this, from which it
appears the modern Priar: were fo called at Iserwia,












AT

Cosmus and Damianus. Thofe who have an infir-
mity in any of their members, prefent themfelves at
the great Altar, and uncover the member affeted
(not even excepting that which is moft frequently
reprefented by the Ew-vori); and the reverend
Canon anoints it, faying, Per interceffionem beati
Cofmi, liberet te ab omni malo. Amen..

The ceremony finifhes by the Canons of the
Church dividing the fpoils, both money and wax,
which muft be to a very confidecrable amount, as the
concourfe at this Féte is faid to be prodigioudly

Tumerous. .

The Oil of St.Cosmo is in high repute for its
invigorating quality, when the loins, and parts
adjacent, are anointed with it. No lefs than
1400 flatks of that oil were ecither expended at
the Altar in un&ions, or charitably diftributed
during this Féte in the year 1780; and as it is
ufual for every one, who either makes ufe of the
oil at the Altar, or carries off a flatk of it, to leave
an alms for St. Cosmo, the ceremony of the Oil
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becomes likewife a very lucrative_une to fhe Canons
of the Church.

‘I am, SIR,
with great truth and regard,
Ycur.moft obedient himble Servant,
' William Hamilton.
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donanze (coft dette negl’ Abruzzi li gran mercati,. ¢
fiere non di lifta ): Quefta fiera fi fa fopra d’una Col-
linetta, che {td in mezzo a due fiumi; diftante mez-
zo miglio da lernia, dove nella parte piu elevata vi &
un’antica Chiefa con unveftibulo,architettura de’ bafli:
tempi, e che {1 dice effer ftata Chiefa, ¢ Moniftero-
de P. P. Benedettini, quando erano poveri? La
Chiefa ¢ dedicata ai Santi Cosmo, e Damiano, ed é
Grancia del Reverendiflimo Capitolo. La Fiera &
di so. baracche a fabrica, ed i Canonici affittano le
baracche, alcune 10, altre 15, al pui 20, carlini.
I'una ; affittano ancora per tre giorni l'ofteria fatta.
di fabbrica docati 20 ed i comeftibili fono bene-
detti. Vi ¢ un Eremita della ftefla umanita del fit-
F. Glaud guardiano del Monte Vefuvio, cittato con
rifpetto dall” Ab. Richard, La fiera dura tre giorni.
Il Maeftro di fiera ¢ il Capitolo, ma commette al
Governatore Regio; e quefto alza bandiera con I'im-
prefa della Citta, che ¢ la ftefla imprefa de P. P.
Celeftini. Si fa una Procefflione con le Reliquie
dei Santi, ed efce dalla Cattedrale, e va alla Chiefa
fudetta ; ma ¢ poco devota. Il giorno della fefta,
si per la Citta, come nella collinetta vi € un gran

concorfo d’Abitatori del Motefe, Mainarde, ed altri
Monti
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Monti vicini, che la ftranezza delli veftimenti delle
Donne, fembra, a chi non ha gl'occhi avvezzi ave-
derle, il pui bel ridotto di mafcherate. Le Donne
della Terra del Gallo fono vere figlie dell’Ordine
Serafico Cappuccino, veftendo come li Zoccolanti
in materia, € forma. Puelle di Scanno Sembrano
Greche di Scio. Puelle di Carovilli Armene. Pu-
elle delle Pefche, e Carpinone tengono ful capo al-
cuni panni rofli con ricamo di filo bianco, difegno
{ul gufto Etrufco che a pochi pafli fembra merletto
d’Inghilterra. Vi ¢ fra quefte Donne vera bellezza,
e diverfita grande nel veftire, anche fra due popola-
zioni viciniflime, ed un attaccamento pdrticolare di
certe popolazioni ad un colore, ed altre ad altro.
L’abito ¢ diftinto nelle Zitelle, Maritate, Vedove, €
Donne di piacere ?

Nella fiera, ed in Cittd vi fono molti divoti, che
vendono membri virili di cera di diverfe forme, e di
tutte le grandezze, fino ad un palmo; e mifchiate
vi fono ancora gambe, braccia, e faccie; ma poche
fono quefte. Quei li vendono tengono un cefto, ed
un piatto ; li membri rotti fono nel cefto, ed il
piatto ferve per raccogliere il danaro d’elemofina.
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