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very fame purpofe, as likewife for their fuppofed

invigorating influence ;, and all of which have evi-
dently a relation to the Cult of Priarus. Struck
with this conformity in- modern and ancient fuper-
ftition, I made a.colle@ion of both the ancient
and modern Amulets of this fort, and placed them
together in the BriTisu Museum, where they remain.
The, modern Amulet meft in vogue, reprefents a
hand clinched, with the point of the thumb thruft
betwixt the index and middle *finger ; the next is a
{hell ; and the third is a half-moon. Thefe Amu-
lets (except the fhell, which is ufually worn in its
natural ftate) are moft commonly made of filver, but
fometimes of ivory, coral, amber, cryftal, or {fome:
curious gem, or pebble. We have a proof of the
‘hand above. defcribed having a connexion with
Priarus, in a molt elegant {mall idol of bronze of
that Divinity, now in the Rovar Museum of Por-
tict, and which was found in the ruins of Hercu-
LANEUM: it has an enormous Phallus, and, with

an arch look. and gef’cure, ftretches out its right
hand"

* -See Plate 11, Fig, 1. Vignette to this Letter. .
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the City of Isernia (anciently belonging to the
SamnITES, and very populous®), a perfon of a liberal
education, employed in that work, chanced to be at
Isernia juft at the time of the celebration of the
Feaft of the modern Priarus, St. Cosmo ; and having
been ftruck with the fingularity of the ceremony,
fo very fimilar to that which attended the ancient
Cult of the Gop of the Garvens, and knowing my
tafte for antiquities, told me of it. From this
Gentleman’s report, and from what I learnt on the
{pot from the Governor of Isernia himfelf, having
gone to that City on purpofe in the month of Fe-
bruary laft, I have drawn up the following account,
which I have reafon to believe is ftrictly true. I
did intend to have been prefent at the Feaft of St.
Coswmo this year ; but the indecency of this ceremony
having probably tranfpired, from the country’s ha-
ving been more frequented fince the new road was
made, orders have been given, that the Grear Zoet
of the Saint fhould no longer be expofed. The

fc}llcwing

* The aftual Population of Iserwia, according to the Governor’s
account, is §51¢6.

T See the Italian letter, printed at the end of this, from which it
appears the modern Priar: were fo called at Iserwia,
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Cosmus and Damianus. Thofe who have an infir-
mity in any of their members, prefent themfelves at
the great Altar, and uncover the member affeted
(not even excepting that which is moft frequently
reprefented by the Ew-vori); and the reverend
Canon anoints it, faying, Per interceffionem beati
Cofmi, liberet te ab omni malo. Amen..

The ceremony finifhes by the Canons of the
Church dividing the fpoils, both money and wax,
which muft be to a very confidecrable amount, as the
concourfe at this Féte is faid to be prodigioudly

Tumerous. .

The Oil of St.Cosmo is in high repute for its
invigorating quality, when the loins, and parts
adjacent, are anointed with it. No lefs than
1400 flatks of that oil were ecither expended at
the Altar in un&ions, or charitably diftributed
during this Féte in the year 1780; and as it is
ufual for every one, who either makes ufe of the
oil at the Altar, or carries off a flatk of it, to leave
an alms for St. Cosmo, the ceremony of the Oil

B 2 becomes
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becomes likewife a very lucrative_une to fhe Canons
of the Church.

‘I am, SIR,
with great truth and regard,
Ycur.moft obedient himble Servant,
' William Hamilton.
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donanze (coft dette negl’ Abruzzi li gran mercati,. ¢
fiere non di lifta ): Quefta fiera fi fa fopra d’una Col-
linetta, che {td in mezzo a due fiumi; diftante mez-
zo miglio da lernia, dove nella parte piu elevata vi &
un’antica Chiefa con unveftibulo,architettura de’ bafli:
tempi, e che {1 dice effer ftata Chiefa, ¢ Moniftero-
de P. P. Benedettini, quando erano poveri? La
Chiefa ¢ dedicata ai Santi Cosmo, e Damiano, ed é
Grancia del Reverendiflimo Capitolo. La Fiera &
di so. baracche a fabrica, ed i Canonici affittano le
baracche, alcune 10, altre 15, al pui 20, carlini.
I'una ; affittano ancora per tre giorni l'ofteria fatta.
di fabbrica docati 20 ed i comeftibili fono bene-
detti. Vi ¢ un Eremita della ftefla umanita del fit-
F. Glaud guardiano del Monte Vefuvio, cittato con
rifpetto dall” Ab. Richard, La fiera dura tre giorni.
Il Maeftro di fiera ¢ il Capitolo, ma commette al
Governatore Regio; e quefto alza bandiera con I'im-
prefa della Citta, che ¢ la ftefla imprefa de P. P.
Celeftini. Si fa una Procefflione con le Reliquie
dei Santi, ed efce dalla Cattedrale, e va alla Chiefa
fudetta ; ma ¢ poco devota. Il giorno della fefta,
si per la Citta, come nella collinetta vi € un gran

concorfo d’Abitatori del Motefe, Mainarde, ed altri
Monti
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Monti vicini, che la ftranezza delli veftimenti delle
Donne, fembra, a chi non ha gl'occhi avvezzi ave-
derle, il pui bel ridotto di mafcherate. Le Donne
della Terra del Gallo fono vere figlie dell’Ordine
Serafico Cappuccino, veftendo come li Zoccolanti
in materia, € forma. Puelle di Scanno Sembrano
Greche di Scio. Puelle di Carovilli Armene. Pu-
elle delle Pefche, e Carpinone tengono ful capo al-
cuni panni rofli con ricamo di filo bianco, difegno
{ul gufto Etrufco che a pochi pafli fembra merletto
d’Inghilterra. Vi ¢ fra quefte Donne vera bellezza,
e diverfita grande nel veftire, anche fra due popola-
zioni viciniflime, ed un attaccamento pdrticolare di
certe popolazioni ad un colore, ed altre ad altro.
L’abito ¢ diftinto nelle Zitelle, Maritate, Vedove, €
Donne di piacere ?

Nella fiera, ed in Cittd vi fono molti divoti, che
vendono membri virili di cera di diverfe forme, e di
tutte le grandezze, fino ad un palmo; e mifchiate
vi fono ancora gambe, braccia, e faccie; ma poche
fono quefte. Quei li vendono tengono un cefto, ed
un piatto ; li membri rotti fono nel cefto, ed il
piatto ferve per raccogliere il danaro d’elemofina.

Gridano
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Se non le gufta, quando I'avra letta
Tornera bene farne una baldoria :
‘Che le daranno almen qualche diletto
Le Monachine quando vanno a letto.
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Thofe who with to know how generally the fymbol,
and the religion which it reprefented, once prevailed,
will confult the great and elaborate work of Mr,
D’HancarviiLe, who,; with infinite learning and
ingenuity, has traced its progrefs over the whole
earth My endeavour will be merely to thow, from
what original principles in the human mind it was
firft adopted, and how it was conne@ed with the
ancient theology: matters of very curious enquiry,
which will ferve, better- perhaps than any others,
to illuftrate that truth, whichk ought to be prefent
in every man’s mind when he judges of the a&ions
of others, that in morals, as well as phyfics, there is
no effect without an adequate caufe. If in doing
this, I frequently find it neceflary to differ in opinion
with the learned Author above mentioned, it will
be always with the utmoft deference and refpect ;
as it is to him that- we are indebted for the only
reafonable method of explaining the emblematical
works of the ancient artifts.

Whatever the Greeks and Egyptians meant by the
{ymbol in queftion, it was certainly nothing ludicrous
or licentious; of which we need no other proof,

than its having been carried in folemn proceflion
D at
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and Men*; and it appears, by the paflage above
referred to, that the organ of generation was the
fymbol of his great charaderiftic attribute. This
is perfe@ly confiftent with the general praétice of
the Greek artifts, who (as will be made appear
hereafter) uniformly reprefented the attributes of
the Deity by the correfponding properties obferved
in the obje@s of fight. They thus perfonified the
epithets and titles applied to him in the hymns
and litanies, and conveyed their ideas of him by
forms, only intelligible to the initiated, inftead of
founds, which were intelligible to all. The organ
of generation reprefented the generative or creative
attribute, and, in the language of Painting and

Sculpture, fignified the fame as the epithet zayysera,
in the Orphic litanies..

This interpretation will perhaps furprife thofe
who have not been accuftomed to diveft their minds
of the prejudices of education and fathion 5 but I
doubt not, but it will appear juft and reafonable to
thofe who confider manners and cuftoms as relative

6 g to

* Onru, drgon, 422.
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creation, and made them partakers, not only of the
felicity of the Deity, but of his great chara&eriftic
attribute, that of multiplying his own image, com-
municating his bleflings, and extending them to
generations yet unborn ?

In the ancient theology of Gretce, preferved in
the Orphic Fragments, this Deity, the Ees mguroyaos,
or firft-begotten Love, is faid to have been produced,
together with Ather, by Time, or Eternity, (Kgon,)
and Neceflity, (awy«n) operating upon inert matter,
(xaes). He is defcribed as eternally begetting, (saymms);
the Father of Night, called in later times, the lucid
or {plendid, (¢=m), becaufe he firft appeared in {plen-
dour ; of a double nature, (%), as poffefling the
general power of creation and generation, both
acive and paflive, both male and female*. Light

is

* Oreu. Argon. Ver. 12, This Poem of the Argonautic Expedition
is not of the ancient OrRPHEUS, but written in his name by fome Poet
pofterior to HomeR ; as appears by the allufion to OrrrEUS’s defcent
into Hell; a Fable invented after the Homeric times. It is however
of very great antiquity, as both the ftyle and manner fufficiently prove ;
and, I think, cannot be later than the age of PisistraTUS, to which it

has
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inert matter by neceflity. Hence the purity and

fan&ity always attributed to light by the Greeks.*
He

thought would depreciate the old religion, or recommend the new;
whilft the Heathen Priefts revealed whatever they thought would have a
contrary tendency ; and endeavoured to fhow, by publifhing the real
myftic creed of their religion, that the principles of it were not fo abfurd
as its outward ftrutture feemed to infer; but that, when ftripped of
poetical allegory and vulgar fable, their theology was pure, reafonable,
and fublime. (Ges~ER. Proleg. Orphica.) The collettion of thefe
Poems now extant, being probably compiled and verfified by feveral
hands, with fome forged, and others interpolated and altered, muft ke
read with great caution ; more efpecially the fragments preferved by
the Fathers of the Church and Ammonian Platonics; for thefe writers
made no fcruple of forging any monuments of antiquity which fuited
their purpofes ; particularly the former, who, in addition to their natural
zeal, having the interefts of a confederate body to fupport, thought
every means by which they could benefit that body, by extending the
lights of revelation, and gaining profclytes to the true faith, not only
allowable, but meritorious. (See CLEMENTINA, Hom. VII. feé. 10.
REecocn. Lib, I. fe&. 65. OriGEN. apud Hieronom. Apolog. 1 contra
Ruf. et CurysosToM. de Sacerdot. Lib. I. CarvysosTom in particular,
not only juftifies, but warmly commends, any frauds that can be prac-
tifed for the advantage of the Church of Chrift.) Pausanias fays,
(Lib. IX.) that the Hymns of OrpuEus were few and (hort; buc
next in poetical merit to thofe of Homer, and fuperior to them in
fanctity, (Beoroyinwripar). Thefe are probably the fame as the genuine
part of the colletion now extant ; but they are o intermixed, that it is

difficule

* Sec SopnocL, Qedip. Tyr. Ver. 1436.
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He is called the Father of Night, becaufe, by attra&-
ing the light to himfelf, and becoming the fountain
which diftributed it to the world, he produced Night,

which

difficult to fay, which are genuine, and which are not. Perhaps there is
no furer rule for judging, than to compare the epithets and allegories
with the fymbols and monograms on the Greek medals, and to make
their agreement the teft of authenticity. The medals were the public
aéts and records of the State, made under the direétion of the Magiftrates,
who were generally initiated into the myfteries. We may therefore be
affured, that whatever theological and mythological allufions are found
upon them, were part of the ancient. religion of Greece. It is from
thefe that many of the Orphic hymns and fragments are proved to
contain the pure theology, or myftic faith of the ancients; which is
called Orphic by Pausanias, (Lib. I. c. 39) and which is fo unlike
the vulgar religion, or poetical mythology, that one can fcarcely
imagine, at firft fight, that it belonged to the fame people; but which
~will neverthelefs appear, upon accurate inveftigation, to be the fource
- from whence it flowed, and the caufe of all its extravagance.

The hiftory of Orpueus himfelf is fo confufed and obfcured by
fable, that it is impoffible to obtain any certain information concerning
him. According to general tradition, he was a Thracian, and introduced
the myfteries, in which a more pure fyftem of religion was taught, into
Greece. (Brucker. Vol.I. Part 2, Lib. I. c.'1.) Heis alfo faid to
have travelled into Ecypr (Dropor. Sic. Lib. I. p. 80.) ; but as the
Egyptians pretended that all foreigners received their fciences from
them, at a time when all foreigners who entered the country were put
to death or enflaved, (Dropor. Sic. Lib, I. p. 78, et 107.) this account

smay be rejeted, with many others of the fame kind. The Egyptians
certainly
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explain-hereafter. Wings are figuratively attributed
to him as. being the emblems of fwiftnefs and incu-
bation; by the firft of which he pervaded matter, and
by the fecond fru@ified the egg of Chaos. The egg
was. carried in proceflion at the celebration of the
my.ﬁeries, becaufe, as Prurarca fays, it was the
material of generation, (nms yaeres™) containing the
{feeds and germs of life and motion, without being
actually poffeffed of either. For this reafon, it was a.
very proper {ymbol of Chaos, containing the feeds
and materials of all things, which, however, were
barren and ufelefs, until the Creator fru@ified them
by the incubation ef his vital {pirit, and releafed.
them from the reftraints of inert matter, by the
efforts of his divine- ftrength. The incubation of*
the vital {pirit is reprefented on the colonial medals.
of Tyre, by aferpent wreathed round an egg ;¢ for.
the ferpent, having the power of cafting his fkin, and-
apparently renewing his youth, became the {ymbol.
of life and vigour, and as fuch is: always made an:
attendant on the mythological Deities prefiding over:
health.t It is alfo obferved that animals of the fer-
pent kind retain life more pertinacioufly than any.

others-

* Symph. 1. 2. 1 See Plac:XVIL. Fig. 1 § Macros. Sat. I, c.20.
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ethers except the Polypus, which is fometimes re-
prefented upon the Greek Medals,* probably in its
ftead. 1 have myfelf {een the heart of an adder con-
tinue its vital motions for many minutes after it has
been taken from the body, and even renew them,
after it has been cold, upon being moiftened with
warm water, and touched with a ftimulus.

The Creator, delivering the fru&ified feeds of things
from the reftraints of inert matter by his divine
ftrength, is reprefented on innumerable Greek me-
dals by the Urus, or wild Bull in the a& of butting
againft the Egg of Chaos, and breaking it with his
horns.+ Itis true, that the egg is not reprefented
with the bull on any of thofe which I have feen;
but Mr. D’HancarviLLed has brought examples from
other countries, where the fame f{yftem prevailed,
which, as well as the general analogy of the Greek

E 2 theology,

* See Gortz, Tab. lI. Fig, 7 & 8.

1 See Plate IV. Fig. 1. & Recherches for les Arts, Vol. I. P1. VIIL.
The Hebrew word Chroub, or Cherub, fignified originally, frong or

robuj? ; but is ufually employed metaphorically, fignifying a Buil. See
Crerrc. in Exod. c. 25,

. I Recherches fur les Arts, Lib. I.
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Mr. D’HancarviLLE attributes the origin of all
thefe fymbols to the ambiguity of words; the fame
term being employed in the primitive language to
fignify God and a Bull,. the Univerfe and a Goat,
Life and a Serpent. But words are only the types
and fymbols of ideas; and therefore muft be pofterior
to them, in the fame manner as ideas are to their
objects. The words of a primitive language, being
imitative of the ideas. from which they {prung, and
of the obje@s they meant to exprefs, as far as the.
imperfections of the organs of {peech will admit;
there muft neceffarily be the fame kind of analogy
between them, as between the ideas and objeéts.
themfelves. It isimpoflible, therefore, thatin fuch.
a. language any ambiguity of this fort could exifty
‘as it does in fecondary languages; the words of
which,  being colle&ted from various. fources; and
blended. together without having any natural
connexion, become arbitrary figns of conven-
tion, inftead of imitative. reprefentations of ideas.
In-this cafe it often happens, that words, fimilar in:
form, but different in meaning, have been adopted !
from different fourees, which, being blended together, .
lofe their little difference of form, and retain their
entire difference. of meaning. Hence ambiguities
arife, .
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eternal Father is faid to have fpread the heavy
bond of love through all things (rerw airmage diopor
mep€udn Bguros), in order that they might endure for
ever. This eternal Father is Kpws, time or eternity,
perfonified ; and fo taken for the unknown Being
that fills eternity and infinity. The ancient Theo-
logifts knew that we could form no pofitive idea of
infinity, whether of power, fpace, or time; it
being fleeting and fugitive, and eluding the under-
ftanding by a continued and boundlefs progreflion.
The only notion we have of it is from the addition
or divifion of finite things, which fuggeft the idea of
infinite, only from a power we feel in ourfelves of
ftill multiplying and dividing without end. The
Schoolmen indeed were bolder, and, by a fummary
mode of reafoning, in which they were very expert,
proved that they had as clear and adequate an idea
of infinity, as of any finite {ubftance whatever.
Infinity, faid they, is that which has no bounds.—
This negation, being a pofitive affertion, muft be
founded on a pofitive idea. We have therefore a
pofitive idea of infinity.

The Ecle@tic Jews, and their followers, the Am-

monian and Chriftian Platonics, who endeavoured to
F make
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make their own philolophy and religion conform
to the ancient theology, held infinity of fpace to
be only the immenfity of the divine prefence.
0 @uos fowr 7omes i was their dogma, which is now
inferted into the Confeflional of the Greek Church+-.
This infinity was diftinguifhed by them from com-
mon {pace, as time was from eternity. Whatever is
~ eternal or infinite, faid they, muft be abfolutely
indivifible ; becaufe divifion is in itfelf inconfiftent
with infinite continuity and duration: therefore
{pace and time are diftiné& from infinity and eternity,
which are void of all parts and gradations whatever.
Time is meafured by years, days, hours, &c. and
diftinguifhed by paft, prefent, and future ; but thefe,
being divifions, are excluded from eternity, as loca-
lity is from infinity, and as both are from the Being
who fills both ; who can therefore feel no fucceflion
of events, nor know any gradation of diftance; but
muft comprehend infinite duration as if it were one
moment, and infinite extent as if it were but a {ingle
pointf. Hence the Ammonian Platonics {fpeak of

him

* PuiLo. de Leg, Alleg. Lib. 1.  Jo. Damasc. de Orth, Fid.
1 Mosueim. Nota in Se&. xxiv. Cupw. Syf. Intellef.
T See BortH. de Confol. Philo/. Lib. IV, Prof. 6.
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him as concentered in his own unity, and extended
through all things, but participated of by none.
Being of a nature more refined and elevated than in-
telligence itfelf, he could not be known by fenfe,
perception, or reafon; and being the caufe of all,
he muft be anterior to all, even to eternity itfelf, if
confidered as eternity of time, and not as the intel-
le@ual unity, which is the Deity himfelf, by whofe
emanations all things exift, and to whofe proximity
or diftances they owe their degrees of excellence
or bafcnefs. Being itfelf, in its moft abftra& fenfe,
is derived from him ; for that which is the caufe
and beginning of all Being, cannot be a part of that
Al which fprung from himfelf : therefore he is not
Being, nor is Being his Attribute; for that which
has an attribute, cannot have the abftra& fimplicity of
- pure unity. All Being is in its nature finite; for, if
it was otherwife, it muft be without bounds every
way ; and therefore could have no gradation of proxi-
mity to the firft caufey; or confequent pre-eminence
of one part over another : for, as all diftin&ions of
time are excluded from infinite duration, and all
divifions of locality from infinite extent, fo are all
degrees of priority from infinite progreffion. The
mind 75 and aé7s in itfelf; but the abftrad unity of

F 2 the
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the firft caufe is neither in itfelf, nor in another j—
not in itfelf, becaufe that would imply modification;,
from which abftrac fimplicity is neceffarily exempt ;-
nor in another, becaule then there would be an
hypoftatical duality, inftead of abfolute unity. In
both cafes there would be a locality of hypoftafis, .
inconfiftent with intelle@ual infinity. As-all phy=
fical attributes were excluded from this metaphyfical
abftra&ion, which they called their firft caufe, he
muft of courfe be deftitute of all- moral ones, whicl .
are only generalifed modes of acion of the former:
Even fimple abftra& truth was denied him; for -
truth, as Procrus fays, is merely the relative to
falfhood ; and no relative can exift without a pofi- -
tive or correlative. The Deity therefore who has ne .
falthood, can have no truth, in our fenfe of the
word.* -

As metaphyfical theology is a ftudy very generally,
and very defervedly neglected at prefent, I thought
this little {fpecimen of it might be entertaining, from

its:

*Procrus in Theolog.-Platon, Lib, 1. et 11
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its novelty, to moft readers; efpecially as it is inti-
mately conne&ed with the ancient {yftem, which I
have here undertaken to examine. Thofe, who wifh
to know more of it, may confult ProcLus on the
Theology of Praro, where they will find the moft
exquifite ingenuity moft wantonly wafted. No per-
fons ever fthowed greater acutenefs or ftrength of
reafoning ‘than -the Platonics and Scholaftics; but
having: quitted - common fenfe, and attempted to
mount into the intelle&tual world, they expended
it all in abortive efforts, which may amufe the ima- -
gination,- but cannot fatisfy the underftanding..

The ancient Theologifts thowed more difcretion ;
for, finding that they could conceive no idea of in-
finity, they were content to’ revere the Infinite
Being in the moft general and eflicient exertion of
his power, attra&tion ; whofe agency is perceptible
through all matter, and to which all motion may,
perhaps, be ultimately traced. This power, being
perfonified, became the fecondary Deity, to whom
all adoration and. .worthip were dire&ed; and who
is' therefore frequently confidered as the fole and fu-
preme caufe of all things. His agency being fup-
pofed to extend through the whole material world,

and ..
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and to produce all the various revolutions by which
its fyftem is fuftained, his attributes were of courfe
extremely numerous and varied. Thele were ex-
prefled by various titles and epithets in the myftic
hymns and litanies, which the artifts endeavoured to
reprefent by various forms and charalters of men
and animals. The great charaderiftic attribute was
reprefented by the Organ of Generation in that ftate
of tenfion and rigidity which is neceflary to the due
-performance of its fun&ions. Many {mall images of
this kind have been found among the ruins of Hercu-
LaNeuMm and Pompeil, attached to the bracelets, which
the chafte and pious matrons of antiquity wore round
their necks and arms. In thefe, the organ of generation
appears alone, or only accompanied with the Wings
of Incubation,* in order to fhow that the devout
wearer devoted herfelf wholly and folely to procrea-
tion, the great end for which fhe was ordained. So
expreflive a {ymbol, being conftantly in her view,
muft keep her attention fixed on its natural obje&,
and continually remind her of the gratitude fhe owed
the Creator, for having taken her into his fervice,

made

* Plate II, Fig. 2. engraved from one in the Britith Mufeum.
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made her a partaker of his moft valuable bleflings,
and employed her as the paffive inftrument in the
exertion of his moft beneficial power.

The Female Organs of Generation were revered® as
fymbols of the generative powers of Nature or matter,
as the male were of the generative powers of God.
They are ufually reprefented emblematically, by the
Shell, or Concha Veneris, which was therefore worn
by devout perfons of antiquity, as it ftill continues to
be by pilgrims, and many of the common women of
- Irary. Theunion of both was expreflfed by the hand
mentioned in Sir. Wirnram Haminton’s Letter ;4
which, being a lefs explicit {ymbol, has efcaped the
attention of the Reformers, and is ftill worn, as well
as the fhell, by the women of IraLy, though without
being underftood. It reprefented the a& of generation,
which was confidered as a folemn facrament, in

honour of the Creator, as will be more fully thown .
hereafter.

The -

* Avcusr, de Civ. Dei. Lib, VL. c. g.

t See Plate II. Fig. I. from one in the Britith Mufeum, in which .
both fymbols are united.,
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The Male Organs of Generation are fometimes
found reprefented by figns of the fame fort, which
might properly be ealled the fymbols of fymbols. One
of the molft remarkable of thefe is a crofs, in the form
of the letter T,* which thus ferved as the emblem
of creation and generation, before the Church adopted
it as the fign of falvation ; a lucky coincidence of
ideas, which, without doubt, facilitated the recep-
tion of it among the Faithful. To the reprefenta-
tive of the male organs was fometimes added a
Human Head, which gives it the exa& appearance
of a crucifix; asit has on a medal of E}Yzmuﬁ, pub-
lithed by M. PeLLErIN.} On an ancient medal, found
in Cyprus, which, from the ftyle of workmanthip,
is certainly anterior to the Macedonian conquett, it
appears with the chapelet or rofary, fuch as is now
ufed in the Romith churches;} the beads of which
were ufed, anciently, to reckon time.§ Their being

placed

% Recherches fur les Arts, Lib. I. c. 3.

+ See Plate VIII. Fig. 2.

1 Plate VIII. Fig. 3. from PLLerin. Similar medals are in the
Huntzer colle€tion, and are evidently of Pheenician Work.

§ Recherches furles Arts, Lib. I, c. 3.
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placed in a circle, marked its progreflive continuity ;
while their {eparation from each other marked the
divifions, by which it is made to return on itfelf, and
thus produce years, months, and days. The fymbol
of the creative power is placed upon them, becaufe
thefe divifions were particularly under his influence
and prote&ion ; the Sun being his vifible image, and
the centre of his power, from which his emanations
extended through the univerfe. Hence the Egyp-
tians, in their facred hymns, called upon Osiris, as
the being who dwelt concealed in the embraces of the
Sun ;¥ and hence the great luminary itfelf is called
Resporparg (Ruler of the Worldy in the Orphic Hymns.+

This general emanation of the pervading fpirit
of God, by which all things are generated and main-
tained, is beautifully defcribed by Vireir, in the fol-

lowing lines :
G The

Deum namque ire per omnes
Terrasque, tractusque maris, coelumque profundum.
Hinc pecudes, armenta, viros, genusomne ferarum,
Quemaque fibi tenues nafcentem arceflere vitas.
Scilicet huc reddi deinde, ac refoluta referri
Omnia : nec morti effe locum, fed viva volare
Sideris in numerum, atque alto fuccedere ceelo. I

* PrutrarcH. de Ifid. & Ofir. t+ See Hymn VII.
I Georgic. Lib. IV, Ver, 221.
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The Etherial Spirit is here deferibed as expanding
itlelf through the univerfe, and giving life and mo-
tion to the inhabitants of earth, water, and air,
by a participation of BE own effence, each particle
of which returned to its native {ource, at the diffo-
lution of the body which it animated. Hence, not
only men, but all animals, and even vegetables, were
{fuppofed to be impregnated with fome particles of
the divine nature infufed into them, from which
their various qualities and difpofitions, as well as
their powers of propagation, were {fuppofed to be de-
rived. Thefe appeared to be {o many emanations
of the divine attributes, operating in different modes
and degrees, according to the nature of the beings
to which they belonged. Hence, the chara&eriftic
properties of animals and plants were not only re-
garded as reprefentations, but as a&ual emanations
of the Divine Power, confubftantial with his own
effence.* For this reafon, the fymbols were treated
with greater refpec and veneration than if they had
been merely figns and chara&ers of convention.

Piurarcu fays, that moft of the Egyptian Priefts
held

* Procrus in Theol, Plat. Lib,1. p. 56 & 57.
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the bull Arrs, who was worfhipped with fo much
ceremony, to be only an image of the [pirit of
Osiris.® This I take to have been the real meaning
of all the animal worfhip of the Egyptians, about
which fo much has been written, and fo little dif-
covered. Thofe animals or plants, in which any par-
ticular attribute of the Deity feemed to predominate,
became the {fymbols of that attribue, and were ac-
cordingly worfhipped as the images of Divine Provi-
dence, ad&ing in that particular dire&ion. Like
many other cuftoms, both of ancient and modern
worthip, the pra&ice, probably, continued long
after the reafons upon which it was founded were
either wholly loft, or only partially preferved, in
vague traditions. This was the cafe in Ecver ; for,
though many of the Priefts knew or conjeGured the
origin of the worfhip of the Bull, they could give
no rational account why the Crocodile, the Ichneu-
mon, and the Ibis, received fimilar honours. The
{fymbolical charaders, called hieroglyphics, conti-
nued to be efteemed by them, as more holy and ve-

nerable than the conventional reprefentatians of
G2 {ounds,

* De Il. & OF.
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founds, notwithftanding their manifeft inferiority ;
yet it does not appear, from any accounts extant,
that they were able to aflign any reafon for this pre-
ference. On the contrary, Straso tells us, that the
Egyptians of his time were wholly ignorant of their
ancient learning and religion,* though impoftors
continually pretended to explain it.  Their igno-
rance in thefe points is not to be wondered at, con-
fidering that the moft ancient Egyptians, of whom
we have any authentic accounts, lived after the {ub-
verfion of their monarchy, and deftru&ion of their
temples by the Perfians, who ufed every endeavour
to annihilate their religion ; firft, by command of
Cameyses,+ and then of Ocrus.t  What they were,
before this calamity, we have no direé information ;
for HeropnoTus is the earlieft traveller, and he vifited
this country when in ruins.

It is obfervable in all modern religions, that men
are fuperftitious in propertion as they are ignorant,
and that thofe, who know leaft of the principles of
religion, are the moft earneft and fervent in the

pradtice

* Lib. XVII. Hzrooor, Lib, III. Straso, Lib. XVIL.
1 Prurarch, 4 1. & Of.
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pracice of its exteriour rites and ceremonies, We
may fuppole from analogy, that this was the cafe
with the Egyptians. The learned and rational
merely refpected and revered the facred animals,
whilft the vulgar worfhipped and adored them.
The greateft part of the former being, as is natural
o fuppofe, deftroyed by the perfecution of the Per-
fians, this worfhip and adoration became general ;
different cities adopting different animals as their
tutelar Deities, in the fame manner as the Catholics
now put themiclves under the prote&ion of different
Saints and Martyrs. Like them too, in the fer-
vency of their devotion for the imaginary agent,
they forgot the original caufe.

The cuftom of keeping facred animals as images
of the divine attributes, feems once to have pre-
vailed in Greece as well as Ecver ; for the God of
Health was reprefented by a living Serpent at Epi-
DAURUs, even in the laft ftage of their religion.* 1In
general, however, they preferred wrought images,

not

* Lav., Hift. Epitom, Lib, X1,
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preflive fymbol. At Menpes a living Goat was
kept as the image of the generative power, to whom
the Women prefented themfelves naked, and had
the honour of being publickly enjoyed by him.
Herovorus faw the a& openly performed (s emdaw
wSpere,) and calls it a prodigy (ss). But the Egyp-
tians had no fuch horror of it; for it was to them a
reprefentation of the incarnation of the Deity, and
the communication of his creative {pirit to man.
It was one of the facraments of that ancient Church,
and was, without doubt, beheld with that pious
awe and reverence with which devout perfons always
contemplate the myfteries of their faith, whatever
they happen to be ; for, as the learned and orthodox
Bithop WarsurToNn, whofe authority it is not for
me to difpute, fays, from the nature of any altion
“morality cannot arife, nor from its effells:* therefore,
for aught we can tell, this ceremony, however
fhocking it may appear to modern manners and
opinions, might have been intrinfically meritorious
at. the time of its celebration, and afforded a truly
edifying fpe&acle to the Saints of ancient Ecver,

Indeed,

* Div. Leg. Book I. c. 4.
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Indecd, the Grecks do not feem to have felt much
horror or difguft at the imitative reprefentation of it,
whatever the Hiltorian lnight have th{}ught proper
to exprefs at the real celebration. Scveral fpecimens
of their fculpture in this way have cfcaped the fury
of the Reformers, and remained for the inftru&ion of
later times. One of thefe, found among the ruins of
Hercuraneum, and kept concealed in the Royal
Mufeum at Porrici, is well known. Another exifts
in the colletion of Mr. TowniLey, which I have
thought proper to have engraved for the benefit of the
learned.* It may be remarked, thatin thefe monu-
ments the Goat is paffive inftead of affive ; and that
the buman [ymbol is reprefented as incarnate with
the divine, inftead of the divirze with the human : but
this is in fa& no difference ; for the Creator, being
of both fexes, is reprefented indifferently of either.
In the other fymbol of the Bull, the fex is equally
varied ; the Greek Medals having f{ometimes a
Bull, and {fometimes a Cow,+ which, Strazo tells us,

was

* Plate VII. the tail-piece to this difcourfe.

+ See Plate IV. Fig. 1, 2, 3. and Plate III. Fig. 4. engraved from
medals belonging to me.
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was employed as the {fymbol of Venus, the paffive
generative power at Momempuis, in Ecver.* Both
the Bull and the Cow are alfo worthipped at prefent
by the Hindoos, as {fymbols of the male and female,
or generative and nutritive powers of the Deity.
The Cow is in almoft all their Pagodas; but the
Bull is revered with {uperior {folemnity and devotion.
At Tanjour is 2 monument of their piety to him,
which even the inflexible perfeverance, and habitual
induftry of the natives of that country, could
{carcely have erected, without greater knowledge in
pracical mechanics than they now poffefs. Itisa
ftatue of a Bull lying down, hewn, with great ac-
curacy, out of a fingle piece of hard granite, which
‘has been conveyed by land from the diftance of a
hundred miles, although its weight, in its prefent
reduced ftate, muft be at leaft a hundred tons.+ The
Greeks {fometimes made their Taurine Baccuus, or
Bull, with a human face, to exprefs both fexes,
which they fignified by the initial of the epithet agu,

H placed

* Lib. XVIIL

t See Plate XVII. with the meafurements, as made by Capt,
ParTerson on the ipot,
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for the human form, preferving ftill the original
chara®er. The Human Head was at firflt added to
the Body of the Bull ;¥ but afterwards the whole
figure was made human, with {fome of the features,
and general chara&er of the animal, blended with it.}
Oftentimes, however, thefe mixed figures had a
peculiar and proper meaning, like that of the Vatican
Bronze; and were not intended as mere refinements
of art. Such are the Fawns and Satyrs, who repre-
{ent the emanations of the Creator, incarnate with
man, a&ing as his angels and minifters in the work
of univerfal generation. In copulation with the
Goat, they reprefent the reciprocal incarnation of
man with the Deity, when incorporated with univerfal
matter : for the Deity, being both male and female,
was both active and paflive in procreation ; firft
animating man by an emanation from his own effence,
and then employing that emanation to reproduce,
in conjuné&ion with the common productive powers
of Nature, which are no other than his own prolific
{pirit transfufed through matter. .

H 2 Thefe

* See the Medals of Naples, Gela, &c. Plate 1V. Fig. 2. and
‘Plate 1X. Fig. 8. are fpecimens ; but the Coins are in all Collettions.

t See Bronzi d’Herculano, Tom. V. Plate s,
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Thefe mixed beings are derived from Paw, the
principle of univerfal order; of whofe perfonified
image they partake. Pax is addreffed in the Orphic
Litanies, as the firft-begotten Love, or Creator in-
corporated in univerfal matter, and fo forming the
world.* The heaven, the earth, water, and fire, are
faid to be members of him ; and he is defcribed as
the origin and fource of all things, (reflopuns yedup wailus)
as reprefenting matter animated by the Divine Spirit.
Lyczan Pan was the moft ancient and revered God of
the Arcadians,+ the moft ancient people of Greeck.
The epithet Lvczan, (Awais) is ufually derived from
ames, a Wolf 3 though it is impoflible to find any
relation which this etymology can have with the
Deities to which it is applied; for the epithet Avcaics,
ot Auwas, (which is only the different pronunciation
of a different diale@®) is occafionally applied to
almoft all the Gods. I have therefore no doubt,
but that it ought to be derived from the old word

xuxos OF aven, light 5 from which came the Latin word
lux,

* Hymn. x.

1+ Dronys, Antig. Rom, Lib, I, ¢. 32.
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lux® In this fenfe it is a very proper epithet for the
divine nature, of whofe effence light was{uppofed tobe.
I am confirmed in this conje&ure by a word in the
Eleélra of SornocrLes, which feems hitherto to have
been mifunderftood. At the opening of the play, the
old tutor of OrEsTEs, entering Arcos with his young
Pupil, points out to him the moft celebrated public
buildings, and amongft them the Lyczan Forum,
e ausoxron @, Which the fcholiaft and tranflators inter-
pret, of the Wolf-killing God, though there is no
reafon whatever why this epithet fhould be applied
to Apollo. But, if we derive the compound from
luxm:,light, and serewew > tGEXtEﬂd, inftead of xrewes y tO klll,
the meaning will be perfe@ly juft and natural ; for
light-extending is of all others the propereft epithet
for the Sun. SoruocLEs, as well as VirgiL, is known
to have been an admirer of ancient expreflions, and
to have imitated Homer more than any other Attic
Poet ; therefore, his employing an obfolete word is
not to be wondered at. Taking this etymology as
the true one, the Lyczan Pan of Arcapia is Pan
the luminous 3 that is, the divine eflence of light in-~

corporated

* Macros, §af, XVII,
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corporated in univerfal matter. The Arcadians called
him resvus v2ms Kvpwovy, the Lord of Matter, as Macrosius
rightly tranflates it.* He was hence called SyLvanus
by the Latins ; Sy/va being, in the ancient Pelafgian
and Zolian Greek, from which the Latin is derived,
the fame as ¢ 3 for it is well known to all who have
compared the two languages attentively, that the
Sigma and Vau are letters, the one of which was
partially, and the other generally omitted by the
Greeks, in the refinement of their pronunciation and
orthography, which took place after the emigration
of the Latian and Etrufcan Colonies. The Chorus
in the Ajax of Sormocres addrels Pan by the title
of ‘Anmayxrss,t probably becaufe he was worfhipped
on the Shores of the fea ; water being reckoned the
beft and moft prolific of the {fubordinate clements,}
upon which the fpirit of God, according to Mosks,
or the plaftic Nature, according to the Platonics,
operating, produced life and motion on earth.

Hence the Ocean is faid by Homer to be the fource
of

=

* Sat. L. c. 22. + Ver. 703.

1 Pinpar. Olymp. 1. ver, 1. Diopor. Sic. Lib. L. p. 11.
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of all things ;¥ and hence the ufe of water in bap-
tifm, which was to regenerate, and, in a manner,
new create the perfon baptifed; for the foul, fup-
pofed by many of the primitive Chriftians to be
naturally mortal, was then fuppofed to become
immortal.+ Upon the {fame principle, the figure of
Pan, engraved in Plate V. Fig. L.} is reprefented
pouring water upon the Organ of Generation ; that
is, invigorating the a&ive creative power by the pro-
lific element upon which it aced ; for water was
confidered as the effence of the paflive principle, as
fire was of the adlive ; the one being of terreftrial, and
the other of mtherial origin. Hence, St Jonn the Baptift,
who might have acquired {fome knowledge of the an-
cienttheology, through its revivers, the Ecle@ic Jews,
fays: I, indeed, baptife youin 7V ater to repentance ; but be
that cometh HffEr e, who is more paww_’ﬁd than I an,
Shall baptife you in the Holy Spirit, and in Fire :§ that
is, I only purify and refrefh the foul, by a commu-
nion with the terreftrial principle of life ; but he that

cometh after me, will regenerate and reftore it, by a
communion

* Iv. £. ver. 246. & @ ver. 1g6.
+ CLEmMENTINA, Hom. XII. ARr~oB. adv. Gentes, Lib.1I.

T Sec tail-piece to the Italian Letter. The original is among the
antiquities found in HzrcurLaneuM, now in the Mufeum of PorTict.

§ Matih.c. 3.
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Africans was the fame as the Pan of the Greeks.*
This explains the reafon why the Macedonian Kings
afflumed the horns of that God ; for, though Arex-
anper pretended to be his fon, his fucceflors never
pretended to any fuch honour ; and yet they equally
affumed the {ymbols, as appears from their medals. -
The cafe is, that Pan, or AMumon, being the univerfe,
and JuriTer a title of the fupreme God (as will be
fhown hereafter), the Horns, the emblems of his
power, feemed the propereft fymbols of that {upreme
and univerfal dominion, to which they all, as well
as ALExANDER, had the ambition to afpire. The
ficure of Ammon was compounded of the forms of
the Ram, as that of Pan was of the Goat; the
reafon of which is difficult to afcertain, unlefs we
{fuppofe that Goats were unknown in the country
where his worfhip arofe, and that the Ram exprefled
the fame attribute. Ina gem in the Mufeum of

| CuaRrLEs

* De II. 63 Q.

1 See Plate IV. Fig. 4. engraved from one of Lysimacnus, of exqui-
fite beauty, belonging to me. AwTiGoNvs put the head of Pax upon
+is Coins, which are not uncemmon.

T Pausanias (Lib. II.) fays he knew the meaning of this fymbol,
but did not chufe to reveal it, it being a part of the Myftic Worthip.
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Ceres, Juno, Diana, Isis, &c. was only a per-
{onification of Nature, or the paffive principle of
Generation, operating in various modes. APULEIUS
invokes Isis by the names of the Evcusinian Ceres,
CerestiaL VENus, and Proserrine ; and, when
the Goddefs anfwers him, the defcribes herfelf as
follows: ¢ Iam,” fays fhe, ¢ Nature, the Parent
¢ of Things, the Sovereign of the Elements, the Pri-
““ mary Progeny of Time, the moft exalted of the
¢ Deities, the firft of the Heavenly Gods and
“ Goddeffes, the Queen of the Shades, the Uni-
¢ form Countenance ; who difpofe, with my nod, the
¢ Juminous heights of heaven, the falubrious breezes
¢ of the fea, and the mournful filence of the dead;
¢¢ whofe fingle Deity the whole world venerates, in
¢ many forms, with various rites, and various
¢¢ pames.—The Egyptians, fkilled in ancient learn-
¢ ing, worfhip me with proper ceremonies, and call
““ me by my true name, QUEEN Is1s.”’*

A;':curding to the Egyptians, Ists copulated with
her brother Osiris in the womb of their mother;
I2 from

* Metamorph, Lib. XI.
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and the Deliverer (awnes),* as giving liberty to the
innate powers of Nature, and thus fertilifing matter.
Thefe epithets not only exprefs the theological, but
alfo the phyfical {fyftem of the Orphic School; accord-
ing to which the Sun, being placed in the centre
of the univerfe, with the Planets moving round,
was, by his attraGive force, the caufe of all union
and harmony in the whole ; and, by the emanation
of his beams, the caufe of all motion and a&ivity
in the parts. This {yftem is alluded to by Homer'
in the allegory of the golden Chain, by which Ju-
prTER fufpends all things ;4 though there is every
reafon to believe that the Poet himfelf was ignorant
of its meaning, and only related it as he had heard
it. The Ammonian Platonics adopted the fame
fyftem of attra&ion, but changed its centre from the
Sun to their metaphyfical Abftra&ion or incompre-
henfible Unity, whofe emanations pervaded all

things, and held all things together.}
Befides

* Hymn. xlix. the Initials of this Epithet are with the Bull on a
medal of Naples belonging to ‘'me. The Bull has a Human Counte-
nance, and has therefore been called a Minotaur by Antiquarians ;
notwithftanding he is to be found on different medals, accompanied wich
dll the fymbols both of Baccnus and Arorro, and with the Initials of
moft of the Epithets to be found in the Orphic Litanies.

1t Iv.®. Ver. xix.

I Procrus in Theol, Plat. Lib. 1. c. 21,
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Befides the Fauns, Satyrs, and Nymphs, the
incarnate emanations of the a&ive and paflive powers
of the Creator, we often find in the ancient fculp-
tures certain Androgynous beings poffefled of the
chara&eriftic organs of both fexes, which I take to
reprefent organifed matter in its firft ftage; that is,
immediately after it was rcleafed from Chaos, and
before it was animated by a participation of the ethe-
rial eflence of the Creator. In a beautiful gem
belonging to R. WiLsrauam, Eiq;* one of thefe
Androgynous figures is reprefented {leeping, with the
Organs of Generation covered, and the Egg of Chaos
broken under it. On the other fide is Baccuus the
Creator, bearing a Torch, the emblem of etherial
fire, and extending it towards the {leeping figure;
whilft one of his agents {eems only to wait his per-
miflion to begin the execution of that office, which,
according to every outward and vifible fign, he ap-
pears able to difcharge with energy and effe¢t. The
Creator himfelf leans upon one of thofe figures com-
monly called Si/eni ; but which, from their heavy
unwieldy forms, were probably intended as perfonifi-
cations

* See Plate V, Fig. 3.
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cations of brute inert matter, from which all things
are formed, but which, being incapable of producing
any thing of itfelf, is properly reprefented as the fup-
port of the Creative Power, though not ad&ively in-
ftrumental in his work. The total baldnefs of this
figure reprefents the exhaufted, unproduétive ftate
of matter, when the generative powers were feparated
from it ; for it was an opinion of the ancients, which
I remember to have met with in fome part of the
Works of Aristorie, to which I cannot at prefent
refer, that every a& of coition produced a tranfient
chill in the brain, by which fome of the roots of the
hair were loofened 3 fo that baldnefs was a mark of
fterility acquired by exceflive exertion. The figures
of Pan have nearly the fame forms with that which
I have here fuppofed to reprefent inert matter ; only
that they are compounded with thofe of the Goat,
the fymbol of the Creative Power, by which matter
- was fructified and regulated. To this is fometimes -
added the Organ of Generation, of an enormous
magnitude, to fignify the application of this power to
its nobleft end, the procreation of fenfitive and
rational beings. This compofition forms the com-
mon. Priarus of the Roman Pocts, who was wor-

fhipped among the other perfonafrcs of the Heathen
Mythology,
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Mythology, but underftood by few of his ancient
votaries any better than by the good Women of Iser-
nia.  His chara&eriftic Organ is {fometimes repre-
fented by the artifts in that ftate of tenfion and
rigidity, which it affumes when about to difcharge
its fun@ions,* and at other times in that ftate of
tumid languor, which immediately {ucceeds the per-
formance.+ In the latter cafe he appears loaded with
the produétions of Nature, the refult of thofe prolific
efforts, which in the former cafe he appeared fo well
qualified to exert. I have in Plate V. given a Figure
of him in each fituation, one taken from a bronze
in the Royal Mufeum of Porrici, and the other from
one in that of Cuarres TownNLEy, Efq. It may be
obferved, that in the former the muifcles of the face
are all ftrained and contradted, fo that every nerve
feems to be in a ftate of tenfion ; whereas in the
latter the features are all dilated and fallen, the chin
repofed on the breaft, and the whole figure exprefiive
of languor and fatigue.

If

* Plate V. Fig. 1. from a bronze in the Mufeum at PorTICI.
t Plate V. Fig. 2. from a bronze in the Mufeum of C, TOWNLEY, Efq.
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If the explanation which I have given of thefc
Androgynous ﬁgﬁres be the true one, the Fauns and
Satyrs, which ufually accompany them, muft repre-
fent abftra&t emanations, and not incarnations of the
Creative Spirit, as when in copulation with the Goat.
The Creator himfelf is frequently reprefented in a
human form; and it is natural that his emanations
fhould partake of the fame, though without having
any thing really human in their compofition. It
{feems however to have been the opinion in fome
- parts of Asia, that the Creator was really of a human
form. The Jewifh Legiflator fays expreflly, that God
made Man in his own image, and, prior to the crea-
tion of Woman, created him male and female,* as
he himfelf confequently was.+ Hence an ingenious
Author has fuppofed that thefe Androgynous figures
rePrefented the firft individuals of the human race, -
who, poflefling the organs of both fexes, produced
children of each. This feems to be the fenfe in
which they were reprefented by fome of the ancient
artifts : but I have never met with any trace of it in
any Greek author, except Priro the Jew ; nor have I

. K ever

* Genel. c.i. T Pniro de Leg. Alleg. Lib, 1.
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peace of fociety, they have been very little noticed.
I have followed what I conceive to be the true Orphic
fyftem, in the little analyfis which I have here endea-
voured to give. This was probably the true Catholic
Faith, though it differs confiderably from another
ancient {yftem, defcribed by Aristorranes;* which
is more poetical, but lefs philofophical. According
to this, Chaos, Night, Erebus, and Tartarus, were
the primitive beings. Night, in the infinite breaft of
Erebus, brought forth an Egg, from which {prung
Love, who mixed all things together ; and from thence
{prung the Heaven, the Ocean, the Earth, and the
Gods. This {yftem is alluded to by the epithet Qo
applied to the Creator in one of the Orphic Litanies : 4
but this could never have been a part of the orthodox
faith; for the Creator is ufually reprefented as breaking
the Egg of Chaos, and therefore could not have
fprung from it. In the confufed medley of allegories
and traditions contained in the Theogony attributed
to Hes1op, Love is placed after Chaos and the Earth,
but anterior to every thing elfe. Thefe differences are
nct to be wondered at ; for AristorHaNES, {fuppofing
that he underftood the true fyftem, could not with

K 2 fafet}r

* Ognd, V.693. 1 Hymn. V.
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procreation. But a learned Author, who has thrown
infinite light upon ‘thefe fubjeds, has cffectually
cleared them from this fufpicion, by fhowing that
they only took the moft convenient way to get at the
Female Organs of Generation, in thofe mixed beings
who pofleffed both.* This is confirmed by Lucre-
trus, who aflerts, that this attitude is better adapted
to the purpofes of generation than any other.+ We
may therefore conclude, that inftead of reprefenting
them in theaé of gratifying any diforderly appetites,
‘the artifts meant to fhow their modefty in not in-
dulging their concupifcence, but in doing their duty
in the way beft adapted to anfwer the ends propofed
by the Creator.

‘On the'Greek medals, where the/Cow is the fym-
bol of the Deity, fhe is frequently reprefented licking
a Calf, which is fucking her.f This is probably
meant to fhow that the Creative Power cherithes and
nourifhes, as well as generates; for, as all quadrupeds

lick

* Recherches fur les drts, Liv, 1. c. 3.

1 Lib. IV. v. 1260.
T See Plate 1V, Fig. 3. from a medal of Dyrracuivm, belonging

o me.
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lick their young, to refrefh and invigorate them im-
mediately after birth, it is natural to fuppofe, accord-
ing to the general {yftem of {ymbolical writing, that
this action fthould be taken as an emblem of the
effe@ it was thought to produce. On other medals
the Bull or Cow is reprefented licking itfelf ;*
which, upon the fame principle, muft reprefent the
ftrength of the Deity refrefhed and invigorated by the
exertion of its own nutritive and plaftic power upon
its own being. On others again is a human head of
an Androgynous chara&er, like that of the Baccuus
aguns, with the tongue extended over the lower lip, as
if to lick fomething.+ This was probably the fame
fymbol, exprefled in a lefs explicit manner ; it being
the common pradtice of the Greek Artifts to make
a part of a compofition. fignify the whole, of which
I {hall foon have occafion to give {fome inconteftable
examples. On a Parian medal publifhed by Govrrz1us,
the Bull licking himfelf is reprefented on one fide,

accompanied

* Sce Plate X. Fig. 2. from one of GorTy~Na in the HunTER
Colleétion ; and Plate III. Fig. 4. from one of Parium, belonging
to me.

t See Plate 111, Fig. 4. and Plate X, Fig. 3. from PELLERIN,
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accompanied by the afterifc of the Sun, and on the
other, the head with the tongue extended, having Ser-
pents, the emblems of life, for hair.* The fame
medal is in my Collection, except that the ferpents
are not attached to the head, but placed by it as
diftin& {ymbols, and that the animal licking itfelf is
a female accompanied by the initial of the word o.s,
inftead of the afterifc of the Sun. Antiquarians have
called this head a Mepusa ; but, had they examined it
attentively on any well-preferved coin, they would
have found that the expreflion of the features means
luft, and not rage or horror.4 The cafe is, that
Antiquarians have been continually led into error,
by feecking for explanations of the devices on the
Greck medals in the wild and capricious flories of
Ovin’s Metamorphofes, inftead of examining the firft
principles of ancient religion contained in the Orphic
Fragments, the writings of PrutarcH, Macroeius,
and Arureius, and the Choral Odes of the Greek
Tragedies. Thefe principlzs were the {ubje@s of the
ancient myfteries, and it is te thefe that the fymbols

on

* Gorrtz. Inful. Tab. XIX, Fig 8,
{ See Plate 111, Fig. 4.
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and yet the fculptures reprefent a race of men very
unlike them, or any of the prefent inhabitants of

Inpia. A f{pecimen of thefe was brought from the
Ifland of Ergpuanrta, in the Cumberland man of

war, and now belongs to the Mufeum of Mr.
TownLEy. It contains feveral figures, in very high
relief ; the principal of which area Man and Woman,
in an attitude which I fhall not venture to defcribe,
but only obferve, that the a&ion, which I have {up-
pofed to be a fymbol of refrefhment and invigoration,
is mutually applied by both to their refpeétive Organs
of Generation,* the emblems of the a&ive and

paffive powers of procreation, which mutually cherifh
and invigorate each other.

The Hindoos ftill reprefent the creative powers of
the Deity by thefe ancient {ymbols, the male and
female Organs of Generation ; and worfhip them with
the fame pious reverence as the Grecks and Egyptians
did.4- Like them too they have buried the original
principles of their Theology under a mafs of poetical
Mythology, fo that few of them can give any more

E pt:rf ect

* See Plate X. Fig. 1.
t SonweraT, Voyage aux Indes, T. L p. 180.
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any worldly incidents, or difturbed by any tranfitory
affe@ions, whether of mind or body. But asfuch a
life is not in the power of any but a Brahman, infe-
rior rewards, confifting of gradual advancements
during the tranfmigrations of the foul, are held out
to the foldier, the hufbandman, and mechanic, ac-
cordingly as they fulfill the duties of their feveral
ftations. Even thofe who ferve other Gods, are not
excluded from the benefits awarded to every moral
virtue ; for, as the divine Teacher fays, If they do
it with a firm belief, in fo doing they involuntarily
worfbip even me. I am ke who partaketh of all
worbip, and I am their reward.® This univerfal
Deity, being the caufe of all motion, is alike the
caufe of Creation, Prefervation, and Deftruéion ;
which three attributes are all expreflfed in the myftic
fyllable o7. To repeat this in filence, with firm
devotion, and immoveable attention, is the fureft
means of perfeion,f and confequent reabforption,
fince it leads to the contemplation of the Deity, in
his three great characeriftic attributes.

L 2 The

* Bagovat Geeta, p. 81. 1 Ibid. p.74.
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amongft its broad leaves, puts forth a flower, in the
centre of which is formed the feed-veffel, thaped
like a bell or inverted cone, and punéuated on the
top with little cavities or cells, in which the feeds
grow.* The orifices of thefe cells being too fmall to
let the feeds drop out when ripe, they fhoot forth
into new plants, in the places where they were
formed ;* the bulb of the veffel ferving as a matrice
to nourifh them, until they acquire fuch a degree of
magnitude as to burft it open, and releafe themf{elves;
after which, like other aquatic weeds, they take
root wherever the current depofits them. This
plant therefore, being thus produéive of itfelf,
and vegetating from its own matrice, without being
foftered in the earth, was naturally adopted as the
{ymbol of the producive power of the waters, upon
which the a&ive {pirit of the Creator operated in
giving life and vegetation to matter. We accordingly
find it employed in every part of the northern he-
mifphere, where the Symbolical Religion, improperly
called Idolatry, does or.ever did prevail. The
facred images of the Tartars, Japonefe, and Indians,

dre

* See Plate XV, Fig. s.
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are almolt all placed upon it; of which numerous
inftances occur in the publications of KzwmprEr,
Cuarre D’AvuTEROCHE, and Sonwerat. The upper
part of the bafe of the Lingam allo confifts of this
flower, blended and compofed with the female
Organ of Generation, which it fupports: and the
ancient author of the Bagvat Geeta {peaks of the
Creator Bramma, as fitting upon his Lotus throne.*
The figures of Isis upon the Ifiac table, hold the
ftem of this plant, furmounted by the feed-veficl in
one hand, and the crofs,+ reprefcnting the male
Organs of Generation, in the other; thus fignifying
the univerfal power, both adtive and paflive, attri-
buted to that Goddefs. On the fame Ifiac table is
alfo the reprefentation of an Egyptian temple, the
columns of which are exadly like the plant which
Isis holds in her hand, except that the ftem is
made larger, in order to give it that ftabilicy which
is neceflary to fupport a roof and entablature.f
Columns and capitals of the fame kind are ftill
exifting, in great numbers, among the ruins of

THEBES,

o] T + See Plate XV. Fig. 3. from PicNoRrivs.
1 See Plate XV, Fig, 1. from Picworivs,
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Tueses, in Ecyrr ; and more particularly upon
thofe very curious ones in the Ifland of PuiLz, on
the borders of Eruror1a, which are, probably, the
moft ancient monuments of art now extant; at leaft,
if we except the neighbouring temples of THEBES.
Both were certainly built when that city was the
feat of wealth and empire, which it was, even to a
proverb, during the Trojan war.* How long it had
then been fo, we can form no conjedture ; but that
it foon after declined, there can be little doubt ; for,
when the Greeks, in the reign of Psammericus,
(generally computed to have been about 530 years
after the Siege of Trov) firft became perfonally ac-
quainted with the interior parts of that country,
Mewmruis had been for many ages its capital, and
TueBEs was in a manner deferted. Homer makes
AchiLres {peak of its immenfe wealth and grandeur, .
as a matter generally known and acknowledged ;
{o that it muft have been of long eftablithed fame,
even in that remote age. We may thlierefore fairly
conclude, that the greateft part of the fuperb edi-
fices now remaining, were executed, or at leaft

begun,

* Howm, lliad.s. Ver.381. -
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fuppofe that he was the fame perfon as Sesostris, and
reigned at Tueees about 1 500 years before the Chrif-
tian /ra, and about 300 before the Siege of Trov.
Their dates are however merely conjectural, when
applied to events of this remote antiquity. The Egyp-
tian Priefts of the Auguftan Age had a tradition,
which they pretended to confirm by records, written
in Hieroglyphics, that their Country had once poffeft
the dominion of all Asia and Arrior1a, which their
King RamsEs, or Rameses, had conquered-* Though
this account may be exaggerated, there can be no
doubt, from the buildings ftill remaining, but that
they were once at the head of a great Empire; for
all hiftorians agree that they abhorred navigation,
had no fea-port, and never enjoyed the benefits of
foreign commerce, without which, Ecyrr could have
no means of acquiring a fufficient quantity of fuper-
fluous wealth to ere@ f{uch expenfive monuments,
unlefs from tributary provinces; efpecially if all the
lower pait of it was an uncultivated bog, as Hero-
poTus, with great appearance of probability, tells us
it anciently was. Yet Homer, who appears to have

M known

* Tacit. Ann. Lib. 1l. c. 6o,
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known all that could be known in his age, and
tran{mitted to pofterity all he knew, feems to have
heard nothing of their empire or conquefts. Thefe
were obliterated and forgotten by the rife of new Em-
pires ;. but the renown of their ancient wealth ftill
continued, and afforded a familiar obje@ of com-
parifon, as that of the Moguw does at this day, though
he is beccme one of the pooreft Sovereigns in the
world. .

But far as thefe Egyptian remains lead us into un- -
known ages, the {ymbols they contain appear not to -
have been invented in that country, but to have been .
copied from thofe of {cme other people, flill anterior, -
who dwelt on the other fide of the Erythrzan Ocean.
One of the moft obvious of them is the hooded Snake,
which is a reptile peculiar to the fouth-eaftern parts
of Asia, but which I found reprefented, with great -
accuracy, upon the obelifc of Rameses, and have -
alfo obferved frequently repeated on the Ifiac Table,
and other fymbolical works of the Egyptians. It
is alfo diftinguifhable among the Sculptures in the
Sacred Caverns of the Ifland of Erepsanta;* and

“appears

* NiesuHR, Vgyage, Vol. IL.
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appears frequently added, as a chara&eriftic {ymbol,
to many of the Idols of the modern Hindoos, whofe
abfurd tales concerning its meaning are related at
length by M. Sonnerar; but they are not worth
repeating. Probably we fhould be able to trace the
connexion through many more inftances, could we
obtain accurate drawings of the ruins of Upper
EcvyrT. :

By comparing the Columns which the Egyptians
formed in imitation of the Nelumbo Plant, with
each other, and obferving their different modes of
decorating them, we may difcover the origin of that
order of archite@ure which the Greeks called Co-
rinthian, from the place of its fuppofed invention.
We firft find the plain Bell, or Seed-veflel, ufed as
a Capital, without any further alteration than being
a little expanded at bottom, to give it ftability.* In
the next inftance, the {ame Seed-veflel is furrounded
by the leavés of fome other Plant ;- which is varied

M 2 m

* See Plate XV. Fig. 8. from Norpen.
1 See Plate XV. Fig. 9. from Norpew,
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in different Capitals according to the different
meanings intended to be exprefled by thefe additional
{ymbols. The Greeks decorated it in the fame
manner, with the leaves of the Acanthus, and other
forts of foliage ; whilft various other {fymbols of their
religion were introduced as ornaments on the en-
tablature, inftead of being carved upon  the walls
of the cell, or fhafts of the columns. One of thefe,
which occurs moft frequently, is that which the
Archite&s call the Honey-fuckle, but which, as
Sir Josern Banks (to whom I am indebted for all
that I have faid concerning the Lotus) clearly thewed
me, muft be meant for the young fhoots of this
Plant, viewed horizontally;, juft when they have
burft the Seed-veflcl, and are upon the point of fall-
ing out of it. The ornament is varioufly compofed
on different buildings ; it being the pradice of the
Greeks to make vegetable, as well as animal monfters,
by combining different {ymbolical Plants together,
and blending them into one ; whence they are often
extremely diflicult to be difcovered. But the {pe-
cimen I have given, is fo ftrongly characerifed, that

it cannot eafily be miftaken,* It appears on many
Greek

* Plate XV, Fig. 4. from the Ionian Antiquities. Ch, II. Pl, xii.
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Greek medals with the animal fymbols, and per-
fonified attributes of the Deity ; which firft led me
to: imagine that it was not a mere ornament, but
had fome myftic meaning, as almoft every decora-

tion employed upon their facred edifices indifputably
had.

The {quare area, over which the Lotus is fpread;
in the Indian monument before mentioned, was oc-
cafionally floated with water ; which, by means
of a forcing machine, was firft thrown in a fpout
upon the Lingam. The pouring of water upon the
facred fymbols, is a mode of worfhip very much
pracifed. by the Hindoos, particularly in their de-
votions to the Bull and the Lingam. Its meaning
has been already explained, in the inftance of the
Greek figure of Pan, reprefented in the a& of pay-
ing the fame kind of worfhip to the {ymbol of his
own procreative power.* The areas of the Greek
temples were, in like manner, in fome inftances,
floated with water ; of which I fhall {foon give an
example. We alfo find, not unfrequently, little

portable

* Sce Plate V, Fig. 1,
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the little Talifmans, or myftic paftes, taken out of
the Egyptian Mummies, which have no impreflion
whatever on the reverfe.® ' On a little brafs medal of
Syracuse, we alfo find the afterifc of the Sun placed
in the centre of the fquare, in the {ame manner as
the Lingam is on the. Indian monument.+ Why
this quadrangular form was adopted, in preference
to any other, we have no means of difcovering,
from any known Greek or Egyptian fculptures ; but
from this little Indian temple, we find that the four
corners were adapted to four of the fubordinate
Deities, or perfonified modes of adion of the great
univerfal Generator, reprefented by the  {fymbol in
the middle, to which the others are reprefented as

paying their adﬂra.tmns, with geftures of humllity
and refped. }

What is the precife meaning of thefe four {ym-
bolical figures, it is {carcely poffible for us to dif-

cover,

* See- Plate XII. Fig. 2. from one in the ColleCtion of Mr.
TOWNLEY.

+ See Plate XII. Fig. 3. The medal is extremely common, and
the quadrangular impreffion is obfervable upon a great number of the
more ancient Greek medals, generally with fome {ymbol of the Deiry
in the centre. See thofe of ATuens, LyTtTus, MaronEa, &c. .

T See Plate XI. .
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cover, from the fmall fragments of the myftic learn-
ing of the ancients, which:are now extant, That
they were however intended as perfonified attributes,
we can have no doubt; ‘for we are taught by the
vencrable authority of the Bagvat Geera, that all the
{fubordinate Deities were {uch, -or elfe canonifed Men,
which thefe figures evidently are not. As for the
mythological tales now current in Inpra, thejr
throw the fame degree of light upon the fubjed,
as Ovip’s Metamorphofes do on the ancient Theology
of Grreck ; that is, juft enough to bewilder and
perplex thofe who give up their attention to it.
The ancient Author before cited is deferving of more
credit; but he has faid very little upon the fym-
bolical worfhip. His work, neverthelefs, clearly
proves that its principles were precifely the fame as
thofe of the Greeks and Egyptians, among whofe
remains of art or literature, we may, perhaps, find
fome probable analogies to aid conje@ure. The
Elephant is, however, a new f{ymbol in the weft;
the Greeks never having feen one of thofe animals
before the expedition of ALExanper,* although the

ufe

* Pavsan. Lib. I, c.12.
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ufe of ivory was familiar among them even in the
days of Homer. Upon this Indian monument the
head of the Elephant is placed upon the body of a
Man with four hands, two of which are held up as
prepared to ftrike with the inftruments they hold,
and the other two pointed down as in adoration of
the Lingam. This figure is called Gonnis and Por-
LEAR by the modern Hindoos ; but feither of thefe
names is to be found in the Geesa, where the Deity
only fays, zkat the learned bebold him alike in the
reverend Brabman perfected in knowledge, in the Ox,
and in the Elephant. What peculiar attributes the
Elephant was meant to exprefs, the ancient Writer has
not told us ; but, as the characeriftic properties of
this animal are ftrength and fagacity, we may con-
clude that his image was intended to reprefent ideas
fomewhat fimilar to thofe which the Greeks repre-
{fented by that of Minerva, who was worfhipped as
the Goddefs of Force and Wifdom, of War and
Counfel. The Indian Gonnis is indeed male, and
Minerva female; but this difference of {exes, how-
ever important it may be in phyfical, is of very little
confequence in metaphyfical beings, Minerva being,
like the other Greek deities, either male, or female,

N : or
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both.* On the Medals of the Proremies, under
whom the Indian {ymbols became familiar to the
Greeks through the commerce of Avrexanpria, we
find her repeatedly reprefented with the Elephant’s
{kin upon her head, inftead of a helmet; and with a
countenance between male and female, fuch as the
artift would naturally give her, when he endeavoured
to blend the Greek and Indian {fymbols, and mould
them into one.+ Minerva is faid by the Greek
Mythologifts to have been born without a Mother,
from the head of Jurrrer, who was delivered of her
by the affiftance of Vurcan. This, in plain lan-
guage, means no more than that fhe was a pure
emanation of the Divine Mind, operating by means
of the univerfal agent Fire, and net, like others of
the allegorical perfonages, {prung from any of the
particular operations of the Deity upon external
matter. Hence fhe is faid to be next in dignity to
her Father, and to be endowed with all his attri-

butes;§ for, as wifdom is the moft exalted quality of
‘the

* J'-'!.Eﬂlr Xah AVE ePus. ORPH. fg ASw.
t See Plate XII. Fig. 5. engraved from one belonging to me.
1 Hor, Lib. I. Od. 12, CaLLIMACH. tis Adm.
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the mind, and the Divine Mind the perfe&tion of
~ wifdom, all its attributes are the attributes of Wif-
dom, under whofe direGion its power is always
exerted.  Strength and Wifdom therefore, when
confidered as attributes of the Deity, are in fa&
one and the fame. The Greek Minerva is ufually
reprefented with the {pear uplifted in her hand, in
the fame manner as the Indian Gonnis holds the
battle-axe.* Both are given to denote the deftroying
power equally belonging to Divine Wifdom, as the
creative or preferving. The ftatue of Jurrrer at
Lasranpa in Caria held in his hand the battle-axe,
_ inftead of thunder ; and on the medals of TENEDOS
and TuvaTira, we find it reprefented alone as the
fymbol of the Deity, in the fame manner as the
thunder is upon a great variety of other medals. I am
the thunderbolt, {ays the Deity in the Bagvat Geeta ;4
and when we find this fuppofed engine of Divine
vengeance upon the medals, we muft not imagine
that it is meant for the weapon of the Supreme God,
but for the fymbol of his deftroying attribute.
What

* See Plate XII, Fig. 11, from a medal of SeLevcus I, belonging
to me.

+ P. 86.
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great nutritive Element, and whofe mild rays, being
accompanied by the refrefhing dews, and cooling
breezes of the night, made her naturally appear to
the inhabitants of hot countries as the comforter and
reftorer of the earth. I am the Moon (fays the Deity
in the Bagvat Geeta) whofe nature it is to give the
quality of tafte and relifb, and to cherifb the herbs and
plants of the field.* The light of the Sun, Moon and
Fire, were however all but cne, and equally emana-
tions of the Supreme Being. Know, fays the Deity
in the fame ancient dialogue, zhar the light which pro-
ceedeth from the Sun, and illuminateth the world, and
the light which is in the Moon, and in the Fire, are
mine. I pervade all things in Nature, and guard
them with my beams.y In the figure now under con-
fideration a kind of pre-eminence feems to be given
to the Moon over the Sun; proceeding probably from
the Hindoos not pofiefling the true Solar Syﬁem,
which muft however have been known to the people
from whom they learnt to calculate eclipfes, which
they ftill continue to do, though upon principles not
underftood by themfelves. They now place the

carth

*P,113.  + Ibid.



[ 92 ]}

carth in the centre of the univerfe, as the later Greeks
did, among whom we alfo find the fame preference
given to the Lunar fymbol; Juerrer being reprefented,
on a medal of Anrtiocnus VIII. with the Crefcent upon
his head, and the afterifc of the Sun in his hand.*
In a paflage of the Basvat Geeta already cited we
find the Elephant and Bull mentioned together as
fymbols of the fame kind ; and on a medal of Sereu-
cus Nicator we find them united by the horns of
the one being placed on the head of the other.4
The later Greeks alfo fometimes employed the Ele-
phant as the univerfal fymbol of the Deity ; in which
fenfe he is reprefented on a medal of AnTiocHus VI.
bearing the Torch, the emblem of the univerfal agent
Fire, in his probofcis, and the Cornucopia, the refult
of its exertion, in his tail. §

On another corner of the little Indian Pagoda, is

a figure with four heads, all of the fame pointed
form

* Plate XII. Fig. 10. from one belonging to me.
1 See Plate XII. Fig. 9. and Gesner, Num. Reg. Syr. Tab, VIIL
Fig. 23.

I See Plate XII. F ig. 8. and GesNEr, Num. Reg.Syr. Tab. VIIL
Fig. 1.
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form as that of the Gonnis. This I take to reprefent
Branma, to whom the Hindoos attribute four
mouths, and fay that with them he dictated the
four Beads, or Veads, the myftic volumes of their
religion.* The four Heads are turned different
ways, but exa@ly refemble each other. The Beards
have been painted black, and are tharp and pointed,
like thofe of Goats, which the Greeks gave to Pan,
and his fubordinate emanations, the Fauns and
Satyrs. Hence I am inclined to believe, that the
Brasima of the Indians is the fame as the Pan of
the Greeks ; that is, the Creative Spirit of the
Deity transfufed through matter, and adling in the
four elements reprefented by the four heads.. The
Indians indeed admit of a fifth element, as the
Greeks did likewife ; but this is never claffed with.
the reft, being of an =therial, and more exalted
nature, and belonging peculiarly to the Deity.
Some call it Heaven, fome Light, and fome ther,.
fays Prurarcu.+ The Hindoos now call it Occus,
by which they feem to mean pure =ztherial Light
or Fire.

This

* Baguvat Geeta, Note 41. + Ei Apud D:Les,
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This mode of reprefenting the allegorical per-
fonages of Religion with many heads and limbs to
exprefs their various attributes, and extenfive opera-
tion, is now univerfal in the Eaft,* and feems
anciently not to have been unknown to the Greeks,
at leaft if we may judge by the epithets ufed by
Pinpar and other early Poets.+ The union of two
fymbolical heads is common among the {pecimens of
their art now extant, as may be {feen upon the medals
of Syracuse, MarseiLrLes, and many other cities.
Upon a gem of this fort in the colle&tion of Mr.
TownLey, the fame ideas which are exprefied on the
Indian pagoda by the diftin& figures Brauma and
Gonnis, are exprefled by the united heads of Ammon
and Minerva. Ammon, as before obferved, was the
Pan of the Greeks, and Minerva is here evidently the
fame as the Gonnrs, being reprefented after the
Indian manner, with the Elephant’s fkin on her
head, inftead of an helmet.$ Both thefe heads appear
{eparate upon different medals of the ProrEmiEs,§

under

* See KmEMPFER, CuarPE D’AUTEROCHE, SONNERAT, &c.
+ Such as ixaroprePurng, caroranagars, smavoyyspos, &C

T See Plate XII. Fig. 7. '

§ See Plate XII. Fig. ¢ and 6.
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under one of whom this gem was probably engraved,
Arexanprra having been for a long time the great
centre of religions, as well as of trade and {cience.

Next to the figure of Brauma on the Pagoda is
the Cow of Plenty, or the female emblem of the
generative or nutritive power of the Farth; and at
the other corner, next to the Gonnrs, is the figure
of 2 Woman with a head of the fame conic or pyra-
midal form, and upon the front of it a flame of Fire,
from which hangs a Crefcent.* This feems to be the
female perfonification of the Divine Attributes repre-
fented by the Gonnis or PoLrear ; for the Hindoos,
like the Greeks, worfhip the Deity under both fexes,
though they do not attempt to unite both in one
figure. I am the Father and the Mother of the world,
fays the incarnate God in the Bagvar Geeta.+ Among [}
cattle, adds he in a fubfequent part, I am the Cow
Kamapuook. I am the prolific Kanpare, the God of
Love.§ Thefetwo fentences, by being placed together,
{feem to imply fome relation between this God of Love,
and the Cow Kamadbook ; and, were we to read the

@ words

* See Plate XI. 4 Fe' 8o, T P 85,
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of a Calf. This feems to be the cafe with the Hin-
doos, as well as with the Egyptians; wherefore
Kanparr may be very properly placed among the
Cattle.

By following this analogy we may come to the
true meaning of a much-celebrated obje&t of devo-
tion, recorded by another ancient Writer, of a more
venerable character. When the Ifraelites grew cla-
morous on account of the abfence of Moses, and
called upon Asron to make them a God to go
before them, he fetup a golden Calf ; to which the
people facrificed, and feafted ; and then rofe up (as
the Tranflator fays) o play: but in the original the
term is more fpeci'ﬁc, and means, in its plain dire&
{enfe, that particular fort of play which requires
the concurrence of both fexes,* and which was
therefore a very proper conclufion of a facrifice to
Curip, though highly difpleafing to the God who had
brought them out of Eever., The Egyptian Mytho-
logifts, who appear to have invented this fecondary
Deity of Love, were probably the inventors likewife

O 3 of

* Exed. C, 32,
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of a fecondary Priarus, who was the perfonification
of that particular generative faculty, which fprings
from animal defire, as the primary Priarus was of the
great generative principle of the Univerfe. Hence, in
the allegories of the Poets, this Deity is faid to be a fon
of Baccaus and Venus ; that is, the refult of the a&ive
and paffive generative powers of Nature. The ftory of
his being the fon of a Grecian Conqueror, and born at
Lampsacus, feems to be a corruption of this allegory..

Of all the nations of antiquity the Perfians were
the moft fimple and dire& in the worfhip of the
Creator. They were the Puritans of the Heathen
World, and not only rejeéted all images of God or
his Agents, but alfo temples and altars, according
to Heroporus,* whofe authority I prefer to any
other, becaufe he had an opportunity of converfing
with them before they had adopted any foreign {uper-
ftitions.f As they worfhipped the =therial Fire
without any medium of perfonification or allegory,

they

* Lib. 1.

1t HypE, AngueriL, and other modern Writers, have given us the
operofe fuperftitions of the prefent Parfees for the fimple theifm of the
ancient Perfians.
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they thought it unworthy of the dignity of the God,
to be reprefented by any definite form, or circum-
fcribed to any particular place. The Univerfe was
his temple, and the all-pervading element of Fire his
only fvmbol. The Greeks appear originally to have
held fimilar opinions ; for they were long without
ftatues;* and Pausanias fpeaks of a Temple at Sicvon,
built by AprasTus,+ who lived an age before the
Trojan war ; which confifted of columns only, without
wall or roof, like the Celtic temples of our Northern
Anceftors, or the Pyrztheia of the Perfians, which
were circles of ftones, in the centre of which was
kindled the facred Fire,% the {fymbol of the God.
Homer frequently fpeaks of places of worfhip confift-
ing of an area and altar only, (reueos Gepos ) which were
probably inclofures like thefe of the Perfians, with an
altar in the centre. The temples dedicated to the
Creator Baccuus, which the Greek Architeéts ca led
bypethral, {eem to have been anciently of the fame
kind ; whence probably came the title meguionos (/zr-

rounded

* Pavusan., Lib. VII, and IX.
+ Lib. IL
1 Stras. Lib. XV,
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facred ground, which in the Pyretheia of the Per-
fians was circular, but is here quadrangular, as in
the Celtic Temple in ZeeLanp, and the Indian Pa-
goda before defcribed. In the centre was the Holy
of Holies, the Scat of the God, confifting of a circle
of columns raifed upon a bafement, without roof or
walls, in the middle of which was probably the facred
Fire, or fome other {ymbol of the Deity.* The
fquare area in which it ftood, was funk below the
natural level of the ground,+ and, like that of the
little Indian Pagoda, appears to have been occa-
fionally floated with water, the drains and conduits
being ftill to be feen,i as allo feveral fragments of
fculpture reprefenting waves, ferpents, and various
aquatic animals, which once adorned the bafement.§
The BaccHus mgmuane; here worfhipped, was, as we
learn from the Orphic Hymn above cited, the Sun
in his chara&er of Extinguifher of the Fires which
once perva}led the Earth. This he was fuppofed to

have

* See Plate XIII. Fig. 1. 4, and Fig. 2. ¢.
1 See Plate X1I1. Fig. 1. 5—4é.

1 See Plate XIII. Fig. 1. ¢—«,
§ See Plate XIV, Fig. 2.
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have done by exhaling the waters of the Ocean, and
fcattering them over the land, which was thus fup-
pofed to have acquired its proper temperature and
fertility. For this reafon the Sacred Fire, the effen-
tial image of the God, was furrounded by the element
which was principally employed in giving effeé to
the beneficial exertions of his great attribute.

Thefe Orphic Temples were, without doubt, em-
blems of that fundamental principle of the myftic
faith of the Ancients, the Solar Syftem; Fire, the
eflence of the Deity, occupying the place of the
Sun, and the columns furrounding it as the fubor-
dinate parts of the Univerfe. Remains of the wor-
thip of Fire continued among the Greeks even to the
laft, as appears from the Sacred Fires kept in the
interior apartment, or Holy of Holies, of almoft all
their temples, and places of worfhip : and, though
the Ammonian Platonics, the laft profeffors of the
ancient religion, endeavoured to conceive {fomething
beyond the reach of fenfe and perception, as the
effence of their Supreme God ; yet, when they wanted
to illuftrate and explain the modes of action of this

metaphyfical Abftracion, who was more fubtile than
Intelligence
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reports of Pheenician Mariners, fo uncertain and ob-
{cure, that Heroporus, the moft inquifitive and
credulous of Hiftorians, doubts of its exiftence.* The
circular Temple of the Sun being noticed in fuch
{light and imperfe@ accounts, proves that it muft have
been fomething fingular and important ; for, if it
had been an inconfiderable ftrucure, it would not
have been mentioned at all ; and, if there had been
many fuch in the country, the Hiftorian would not
have employed the fingular number. StonmENnGE has
certainly been a circular Temple, nearly the fame as
that already defcribed of the BaccHus wegmionss at
PuzzuoL, except that in the latter the nice execution,
and beautiful fymmetry of the parts, are in every
re{pe@ the reverfe of the rude but majeftic fimplicity
cf the former ; in the original defign they differ but

in the form of the Area.f It may therefore be rea-
fonably

# Lab: 115 c..1e,

+ See Plate XII1. Fig. 2 and 3. I have preferred Wess’s Plan of
STONEHENGE to STUKELEY’s and SMITH’S, after comparing each with the
ruins now exifting. They differ materially only in the Cell, which
Wess fuppofes to have been a Hexagon, and STukEiLey a Seétion of an

Ellipfis, The pofition of the Altar is merely conjeétural ; wherefore I
have
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crowned with Laurel on one fide, and on the other
an Obelifc terminating in a crofs, the leaft explicit
reprefentation of the Male Organs of Generation.*
This has exactly the appearance of one of thofe
croffes, which were ere&ed in church-yards and crofs
roads for the adoration of devout perfons, when devo-
tion was more prevalent than at prefent. Many of
thefe were undoubtedly ereé&ed before the eftablifh-
ment of Chriftianity, and converted, together with
their Worfhippers, to the true Faith. Anciently they
reprefented the generative power of Light, the
eflence of God 3 for God is Light, and never but in
unapproached Light dwelt from Eternity, fays MiL-
toN, who in this, as well as many other inftances, has
followed the Ammonian Platonics, who were both
the reftorers and corrupters of the ancient theology.
They reftored it from the mafs of poetical mytho-
logy, under which it was buried, but refined and
fublimated it with abftra& metaphyfics, which {oared
as far above human reafon as the poetical mythology
funk below it. From the ancient Solar Obelifcs came
the Spires and Pinnacles with which our Churches

are

+ Plate IX. Fig. 11. and Nummi Pop, & Uré. Tab.X. Fig. 7.
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ftill decorated, fo many ages after their myftic mean-
ing has been forgotten. Happily for the beauty of
thefe edifices, it was forgotten ; otherwife the Re-
formers of the laft century would have deftroyed
them, as they did the Crofles and-Images ; for they
might with equal propriety have been pronounced

heathenifh and prophane,

As the Obelifc was the fymbol of Light, fo was
the Pyramid of Fire, deemed to be effentially the
fame. The Fgyptians, among whom thefe forms
ate the moft frequent, held that there were two
oppofite powers in the world, perpetually aQing con-
trary to each other; the one creating, and the other
deftroying : the former they called Osirrs, and the
latter TyrHon.* By the contention of thefe two,
that mixture of good and evil, which, according to
fome verfes of Euriripes quoted by Prurarch,+
conftituted the harmony of the world, was fuppofed
to be produced. This opinion of the neceflary mix-
ture of good and evil was, according to PLuTarcs,

of

* PLurarch. de I/. & Of.
T De I. & Of. p. 455, Ed. Reifkii,
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diftributor of both good and evil* The name of
JuriTer, Zes, was originally one of the titles or epithets
of the Sun, fignifying, according to its etymology,
aweful or terriblet ; in which fenfe it is ufed in the
Orphic Litanies.t Pan, the Univerfal Subftance, is
called the HorNED JUPITER (Zewséxegarrns); and in an
Orphic fragment preferved by Macrogius§ the names
of JuriTer and Baccuus appear to be only titles of
the all-creating power of the Sun.

Ayhze Zev, Diowure, waTep WOTY, TATED Cing,

Houe walyeverop,.
In another fragment preferved by the fame Author,||
the name of PLuTo, Adx, is ufed as a title of the fame
Deity ; who appears therefore to have prefided over
the dead as well as over the living, and to have been
the Lord of deftruétion as well as creation and pre-
fervation. We accordingly find that in one of the
Orphic Litanies now extant he is exprefily called the
Giver of Life, and the Deftroyer.q

The

* I, w. v. 527. § Saz. Lib, L. c. 23.
1+ Damm. Lex. Etymol, | Sar. Lib. I. c. 8.

1 Hymn, X, v..13. ¢ Hymn, Izxxii. Ed. Ge/n..
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this union of the deftroying and preferving Attributes
is reprefented by the united forms of the Lion and
Serpent crowned with rays, the emblems of the caufe
from which both proceed. This compofition forms
the Cunouszis of the Egyptians.

Baccuus is frequently reprefented by the ancient
Artifts, accompanied by Tigers, which appear, in
fome inftances, devouring Clufters of Grapes, the
fruit peculiarly confecrated to the God, and in others
drinking the Liquor prefled from them. The Author
of the Recherches [ur les Arts has in this inftance fol-
lowed the common accounts of the Mythologifts, and
afferted that Tigers are really fond of grapes ;* which
is fo far from being true, that they are incapable of
feeding upon them, or upon any fruit whatever, being
both externally and internally formed to feed upon
flefh only, and to procure their food by deftroying
other animals. Hence I am perfuaded, that in the
ancient fymbols, Tigers, as well as Lions, reprefent
the deftroying power of the God. Sometimes his Cha-
riot appears drawn by them ; and then they reprefent

the

*lLiv.L c 3
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a Vine, in a human form, with leaves and clufters of
grapes {pringing out of its body. On one fide is the
Baccuus 4w, or Creator of both fexes, known by the
effeminate mold of his limbs and countenance ; and on
the other, a Tiger, leaping up, and devouring the
grapes which fpring from the body of the perfonified
Vine, the hands of which are employed in receiving
another clufter from the Baccrus. This compofition
reprefents the Vine between the creating and deftroy -
ing attributes of God ; the one giving it fruit, and the
other devouring it when given. The Tiger has a gar-
land of Ivy round bis neck, to thew that the deftroyer
was co-eflential with the Creator, of whom Ivy, as well
as all other Ever-greens, was an emblem reprefenting
his perpetual youth and viridity,*

The mutual and alternate operation of the two
great attributes of Creation and Deftru&ion, was not
confined by the ancients to plants and animals, and
fuch tranfitory produ&ions, but extended to the uni-
verfe itfelf. Fire being the eflential caule of both,
they believed that the conflagration and renovation

R of

* StraBo, Lib, XV, p. 712,
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of the world were periodical and regular, proceeding
from each other by the laws of its own conftitution,
implanted in it by the Creator, who was alfo the
Deftroyer and Renovator ;* for, as Prato fays, all
things arife from one, and into one are all things
refolved.+ It muft be obferved, that, when thean-
cients {peak of creation and deftru&ion, they mean
only formation and diffolution ; it being univerfally
allowed, through all fyftems of religion, or fe&s of
philofophy, that #otbing could come from nothing, and
that no power whatever could annibilate that which really
exifted. 'The bold and magnificent idea of a crea-
tion from nothing was referved for the more vigo-
rous faith, and more enlightened minds, of the mo-
derns,} who need feek no authority to confirm their
belief ; for, as that which is felf-evident admits of

no

* Brucksr, Hiff. Crit. Philgf. Vol, 1. part ii. lib. 1. PLuTARCH. d&_
Placit. Philgf. Lib. IL. ¢c. 18. Lucrzrius, Lib, V. ver. g2. Cre.
de Nat. Deor. Lib.IL.

'|' EE EUOS TR TEUTE ywm&m, Hich n;'r'-n:urw averveerTas in PHAED. T]'I.E'
fame Dogma is ftill more plainly inculcated ¢f the ancient Indian Author
before cited, fee Bagvat Geeta, Lelt. ix.

T The word in Genefis upon which it is founded, conveyed no fuch
fenfe to the ancients ; for the Seventy tranflated it ewoinse, which fignifies.
Jormed, or fafbioned.
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no proof, fo that which is in itfelf impoflible admits
of no refutation.

The fable of the Serpent PyrTho being deftroyed
by AroLrLo, probably arofe from an emblematical
compofition, in which that God was reprefented as
the deftroyer of Life, of which the Serpent was a
fymbol. Priny mentions a ftatue of him by Praxi-
TELES, which was much celebrated in his time,
called zesgowron (2he Lizard-killer.*) The Lizard, being
fuppofid to live upon the dews and moifture of the
earth, is employed as the {ymbol of Humidity in
general ; fo that the God deftroying it, fignifies the
fame as the Lion devouring the Horfe. The title
Aroiro, I am inclined to believe, meant originally '
the Deftroyer, as well as the Deliverer; for, as the
ancients fuppofcd deftru&ion to be merely diffo-
lution, the power which delivered the particles of
matter from the bonds of attra&ion, and broke
the deuer meeadn sures, was in fa@ the Deftroyer.+ It

N2 | s,

* Hiff. Nat. Lib. xxx1v. c. 8. Many copies of it are {till extant.
WinkeLMaN has publifhed one from a bronze of Cardinal Avsant’s,
Monum. Antichi inediti, Pl. XL.

+ The verb aww, from which Arovrvro is derived, fignifies in Homer
both to free, and to diffolve or deftroy. Il &, ver. 20. Il 4 ver. 25.
Macrogrrus derives the title from ameravps, to deffroy; but this word
is derived from avw, Sat. Lib. L c. 17.
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fs, probably, for this reafon, that fudden death,
plagues, and epidemic difeafes, are faid by the Poets
to be fent by this God; who is, at the fame time,
defcribed as the Author of Medicine, and all the arts
employed to preferve life. ‘Thefe attributes are not
joined merely becaufe the deftroyer and preferver
were eflentially the fame ; but becaufe difeafe necef-
farily precedes cure, and is the caufe of its being in-
vented. The God of Health is faid to be his fon,
becaufe the health and vigour of one being are fup-
ported by the decay and diffolution of others which
are appropriated to its nourifhment. The Bow and:
Arrows are given to him as fymbols of his charade~
riftic attributes, as they are to Diana, who was the:
female perfonification. of the deftrucive, as well
as the produ@ive and preferving powers. Diana iss
hence called the triple HreaTe, and reprefented by
three female bodies joined together. Her attributes.
were however worfhipped feparately ; and fome na-
tions revered her under one charaéer, and others
under another. Diana of Eruesus was the pro-
dudive and nutritive Power, as the many Breafts and
other fymbols on her ftatues imply ;* whilft Bee,

the

* Hieron, Comment. in PavLr, Epift, ad Ephe/.-
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the Tauric or Seythic Diana, appears to have been the
deftrudive, and therefore was appeafed with human
facrifices, and other bloody rites.* She is repre-
fented fometimes ftanding on the back of a Bull,+
and {fometimes in a Chariot drawn by Bulls;f whence
{he is called b}r the Poets Tavgerona§ and Bow snareiga.|| Both
compofitions thew the paflive power of Nature, whe-
ther creative or deftruétive, fuftained and guided by
- the general a&ive power of the Creator, of which
the Sun was the centre, and the Bull the fymbol.

It was obferved by the ancients, that the deftruc-
tive power of the Sun was exerted moft by day, and
the creative by night : for it was in the former feafon
that he dried up the waters, withered the herbs, and
produced difeafe and putrefaction ; and in the latter,,
that he returned the exhalations in dews, tempered

with

S -

¥ Pavsaw. Lib. IIT. c. 16.

T See a medal of Aucustus, publithed by Seanmeim. Not. in
CavLim. Hymn. ad Diax. Ver. 113.

1 Plate VI. from a bronze in the Mufeum of C. Townrey, Efq.
§ SopwocLis Afjax, Ver. 172.

I Nomni Dionys. Lib. I. the title Tavgomonos was fometimes given
to ApoLLo, EvstaTi, Sckol, in Dionys, weginyne. Ver. 60g.
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with the genial heat which he had transfufed into the
atmofphere, to reftore and replenifh the wafte of
the day. Hence, when they perionified the attri-
butes, they revered the one as the diurzal, and the
other as the 7#ofurnal Sun, and in their myftic wor-
thip, as Macrosius fays,* called the former Arorro,
and the latter Dionvsius or Baccius. The mytholo-
gical perfonages of Castor and Porrux, who lived
and died alternately, were allegories of the fame
dogma ; hence the two Afterifcs, by which they are
diftinguifhed on the medals of Locri, Arcos, and
other Cities,

The Pzans, or war-fongs, which the Greeks
chanted at the onfet of their battles,+ were originally
fung to AroLro,} who was called Pzon ; and Ma-
crosius tells us,§ that in Sparn, the Sun was wor-
fhipped as Mars, the God of War and Deftru&ion,
whofe ftatue they adorned with Rays, like that of
the Greek Arorro. On a Celtiberian or Runic me-
dal found in Seain, of barbarous workmanthip, is

a head

* Sar. Lib. 3. el 3l 1 Homer. M. a. V. 472.
¥ Taveyp. Lib, VII. § Sat. Lib. I. <. 19.
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a head furrounded by Obelifcs or Rays, which I take
to be of this Deity.* The hairs appear ere&, to
imitate flames, as they do on many of the Greek
medals ; and on the reverfe is a bearded head, with
a fort of pyramidal cap on, exaétly refembling that
by which the Romans conferred freedom on their
flaves, and which was therefore called the Cap of
Liberty.+ On other Celtiberian medals is a figure
on horfeback, carrying a {pear in his hand, and having
the fame fort of cap on his head, with the word
Herman written under him,} in charad@ers which
are fomething between the old Runic, and Pelafgian ;
but fo near to the latter, that they are cafily under-
flood.§ This figure feems to be of the fame perfon

as

i

* Plate IX. Fig. 12. engraved from one belonging to me. I have
fince been confirmed in th's conje€ture by obferving the characters of
Mars and ArorLo mixt on Greek coins. On a Mamertine one belong-
ing to me 1s a2 head with the youthful features and Laurel Crown of
Arorro; but the hair is fhort, and the infcription on the exergue denotes
it to be Mars. See Plate XIV. Fig. 3.

1+ It may be feen with the Dagger on the medals of BruTus.
1 See Plate IX. Fig. 6. from one belonging to me.

§ The firflt is a mixture of the Runic Hagle and Greek H. The
fecond is the Runic Laugur, which is alfo the old Greek A, as it appears
on the Vafe of the Calydonian Boar in the BriTisu Museum., The
other three differ little from the common Greek.,
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as is reprefented by the head with the cap on the
preceding Medal, who can be no other than the Angel
or ‘Minifter of the Deity of Death, as the name
implies; for Heva, or HeL, was, among the Northern
nations, the Goddefs of Death,* in the fame manner
as Persiponela or Brimo was among the Greeks.
The fame figure appears on many ancient Britifh
medals, and alfo on thofe of feveral Greek Cities,
particularly thofe of Grra, which have the Taurine
Baccuus or Creator on the reverfe.4+ The head
which I have fuppofed to be the Celtiberian Mags,
or deftruéive power of the diurnal Sun, is beardlefs,
like the Arorro of the Greeks, and, as far as can
be difcovered in fuch barbarous fculpture, has the
fame Androgynous features. We may therefore
reafonably fuppofe, that, like the Greeks, the Cel-
tiberians perfonified the deftrudive attribute under
the different genders, accordingly as they applied it
to the Sun, or fubordinate elements ; and then united

them,

* Eppa, Fab. xvi. D'HawcaRviILLE, Recherches fur les Arts,
aiv. 11, c. 1.

+ See Plate IX. Fig. 8. from one belonging to me.
1 See Plate IX, Fig.i2,



{agy ]

them, to fignify that both were effentially the fame.
The HeLman therefore, who was the fame as the
Mogayrros or Aumrwy Of the Greeks, may with equal pro-
priety be called the Minifter of 2ozh, or eizher. The
Spear in his hand is not to be confidered merely as
the implement of Deftru&ion, but as the {ymbol of
Power and Command, which it was in GreEce and
ITaLy, as well as all over the North. Hence w9war dop,
was fo governy® and wvenire fub hafld,—to be Jold as a
flave. The ancient Celtes and Scythians paid divine
honours to the Sword, the Battle-axe, and the Spear;
the firft of which was the fymbol by which they
reprefented the Supreme God: hence to fwear by
the Edge of the Sword was the moft facred and invio-
lable of oaths.+ Euriripes alludes to this ancient
religion when he calls a fword égxie £:¢es; and Escruyrus
fhewgd clearly, that it once prevailed in Grekce,
when he makes the Heroes of the THesa1D {wear by
the Point of the Spear (qwwn d'agen.)} Homer fome-

times ufes the word «: to fignify the God of War,
S and

* Evrie. Hecuba,

+ MavreT, Introd. & PHiff. de Danemare, c. 9.
:l: ‘Exle ems OnBas, V., 535,
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and fometimes a Weapon: and we have fufficient
proof of this word’s being of Celtic origin in its
affinity with our Nerthern word #ar; for, if we
write it in the ancient manner, with the Pelafgian

V au, or Bolian Digamma, Faps (Wares), it {carcely
differs at all.

Behind the bearded Head, on the firft-mentioned”
Celtiberian medal, is an inftrument like a pair of
Fire-tongs, or Blackfmith’s Pincers ;* from which
it feems, that the perfonage here reprefented is
the fame as the ‘Headis or VurLcan of the Greek
and Roman Mythology. The fame ideas are ex—
prefled fomewhat more plainly on the medals of
AserNia in Itary, which are executed with
all the refinement and elegance of Grecian art.f*
On one fide is Arorro, the diurnal Sun, mounting
in his Chariot ; and on the other, a beardlefs Head,
with the fame Cap on, and the fame inftrument behind
it ; but with the youthful features, and elegant cha-
raéter of countenance, ufually attributed to Mercory,
who, as well as Vurcan, was the God of Art and

Mechanifm

* Plate IX, Fig. 12.
T See Plate IX, Fig. 15. from one belonging to me,
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Mechani{fm 3 and whofe peculiar office it alfo was, to
condué the fouls of the deceafed to their eternal man-
fions ; from whence came the epithet Ausxrwe, applied
to him by Homer. He was therefore, in this refped,
‘the fame as the Herman of the Celtes and Scythians,
who was fuppofed to condu& the fouls of all who
died a violent death (which alone was accounted truly
happy) to the Palace of Varuara.® It feems that the
attributes of the Deity, which the Greeks reprefented
by the mythological perfonages of Vurcan and Mer-
cury, were united in the Celtic mythology. Cuasar
tells us, that the Germans worfthipped Vuican, or
Fire, with the Sun and Moon ; and I fhall {foon have
occafion to thew, that the Greeks held Fire to be the
real conduétor of the dead, and emancipator of the
{oul. The Afernians, bordering upon the Samnites,
a Celtic nation, might naturally be fuppofed to have
adopted the notions of their neighbours, or, what is
more probable, preferved the religion of their an-
«ceftors more pure than the Hellenic Greeks. Hence
they reprefented Vurcan, who, from the infcription
on the exergue of their coins, appears to have been

S a their

* MaLLET, Hift. d¢ Danemarc, Introd, c. 9.
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their tutelar God, with the chara@eriftic features of
Mercury, who was only a different perfonification of.

the fame Deity.

At Lycororis in EcyrT, the deﬁ"r-ﬂyihg power of
the Sun was reprefented by a Wolf; which, as.
Macrosius fays, was worfhipped there as AroLvro.*"
The Wolf appears devouring Grapes in the ornaments
of the temple of Baccrus =«gmenes at Puzzuor: ;4 and
on the medals of CarTea he is furrounded with.
Rays; which plainly proves that he is there meantasa.
fymbol of the Sun.f He is alfo reprefented on moft.
of ‘the coins of Arcos,§ where I have already fhewn .
that the diurnal Sun Arorro, the light-extending -
God, was peculiarly worfhipped. We may therefore -
conclude, that this animal is meant for one of the .
myftic fymbols of the primitive worfhip; and not,
as fome Antiquarians have fuppofed, to commemo-.
rate the mythological tales of Danaus or Lycaon,
which were probably invented, like many others of

ithe .

p—

% Sar. Lib:. K. e 7. + Plate XIV. Fig. 15
I Plate IX. Fig. 18, from one belonging to me. .
§ Plate IX. Fig. 4. from one belonging to me. .
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the fame kind, to fatisfy the inquifitive ignorance of
the vulgar, from whom the meaning of the myftic
fymbols, the ufual devices on the medals, was
ftrictly concealed. . In: the Celtic Mythology, the
fame {ymbol was employed, apparently in the fame
fenfe ; Lok, the great deftroying Power of the uni--
verfe, being reprefented under the form of a Wolf.*

The Arorro Dinymzus, or double Apollo, was
probably the two perfonifications, that of the de-
froyingy and that of the creating power, united ;.
whence we may perceive the reafon why the orna-
ments before defcribed fthould be upon his temple.+
On the medals of AnTiconus, King of Asia, is-a
figure, with his hair hanging in artificial ringlets over
his fhoulders, like that of a woman ; and the whole
compofition, both of his limbs and countenance, re-
markable for-extreme delicacy, and feminine ele--
gance.}. He is fitting on the prow of a thip, as God:
of the Waters ; and we. thould, without hefitation,

pronounce

* MavrLeT, Jutrod. a PHiff. de Danemarc.
1 See Tonian Antig. Vol 1. c. 3. Pl IX.

1 See Plate IX. Fig. 16. from one belonging to me,- Similar,
figures are on the coins of moft of the SELEucIDZE.
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wpronounce him to be the Baccrus apws, were it not
for the Bow that he carries in his hand, which evi-
ently fhews him tobe Arorro. ThislI take to be the
figure under which the refinement of art (and more
was never fhewn than in this Medaly reprefented the
Arorro Dypymzus, or union of the creative and
deftrucive powers of both fexes in one Eody.

As Fire was the primary cffence “of the adtive or
male powers of Creation and .Generation, fo was
Water of the paflive or female, Avrrian fays, that
the Goddefs worfhipped at HieraroLis in Syria was
called by fome VENUS, by others JuNe, and éy.aréeﬁ
heid to be the caufe which produced the beginning and
Jeeds of things from bumidity* Prurarce defcribes
her nearly in the fame words;$ and.the Author of the
Treatife attributed to Luciani fays, /be was Nature,
the Parent of things, or.ihe Creatrefs. She was there-
fore the fame as Isis, who was the prolific material,
upon which both the creative and deftruétive Attri-
butes operated.§ As Water was her terreftrial effence,
fo was .the Moon her celeftial image, whofe attra&ive

power,

* De Bello Parthico. 1 De Dea Syria.
1 In Craffe. § PrutarcH. d¢ I, & OL
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power, heaving the waters of the Ocean, naturaliy-
led men to aflociate them. The Moon was allo {fup-
pofed to return the dews which the Sun exhaled
from the Earth ; and hence her warmth was reckoned
to be moiftening, as that of the Sun-was drying.*
The Egyptians called her the Mother of the World,
becaufe fhe fowed and fcattered into the air the pro-
lific principles, with which fhe had been impregnated
by the Sun.t 7Thefe principles, as well as the light
by which fhe was illumined, being fuppofed to ema-
nate from the great fountain of all life and motion,
partook of the nature of the being from which they
were derived. Hence the Egyptians attributed to the
Moon, as well as to the Sun, the acive and paflive
powers of Generation,} which were both, to ufe the
language of the Scholaftics, effentially the fame;
though formally different. This union is reprefented
on a medal of Demerrius the fecond King of
Svria,§ where the Goddefs of HikraroLis appears

with

*“Calor Solis arefacit, Lunaris bumeflat. Macros. Sar. VII, c, 10. .
T‘PLUTaRCH. de If. & Q.

1 Jbid.

§ Plate IX,_Fig. 14. from Havym T¢/. Brit. p. 70: .
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-with the Male Organs of Generation fticking out of
her robe, and holding the Thyrfus of Baccuus, the
emblem of Fire, in one hand, and the terreftrial
Globe, reprefenting: the fubordinate elements, in the
other. Her head is crowned with various plants, and
on each fide is an Afterifc reprefenting (probably)
the diurnal-and no&urnal Sun, in the fame manner
-as when placed over the caps of Castor and Por-
vux.* Thisis not the form under which fhe was
-reprefented in the Temple at Hieraroris, when the
Author of the account attributed to Lucian vifited
.it 3 “which is not to be wondered at, for the figures
«of this univerfal Goddefs, being merely emblematical,
-were compofed according to the attributes which the
Artifts meant particularly to exprefs. She is probably
reprefented here in the form under which fhe was
worfhipped in the neighbourhood of Cyzicus, where
{he was called Agrepss Ngiamim, the Priapic Diana.+ In
the Temple at Hierarovs the a&tive powers imparted
to her by the Creator were reprefented by immenfe
images of the Male Organs of Generation placed on
each fide of the door. The meafures of thefe muft

neceffarily

—

* See Plate IX, Fig.4. + PLuTaRcH. in Lucullo.
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neceflarily be corrupt in the prefent text of Lucran
but that they were of an enormous fize, we may con-
clude from what is related of a Man’s going to the
top of one of them every year, and refiding there
feven days, in order to have a ‘more intimate commu-
nication with the Deity, while praying for the pro-
fperity of Syria* ArnENZUS relates, that Proremy
PuarLapsrruus had one of 120 cubits long, carried in

proceffion at ALexanpria,t of which the Poet might
juftly have faid '

: horrendum protendit Mentula contum
Quanta queat vaftos Thetidis fpumantis hiatus ;
Quanta queat prifcamque Rheam, magnamque Parentem
Naturam, folidis naturam implere medullis,
Si foret immenfos, quot ad aftra volantia currunt,
Conceptura globes, & tela trifulca Tonantis,
Et vaga concuffum motura tenitrua mundum.

This was the real meaning of the enormous fgures
at Hrzrarorts :—they were the Generative Organs of
the Creator perfonified,- with which he was fuppefed
to have impregnated the Heavens, the Earth, and
the Waters, Within the Temple were many {mall
ftatues of Men with thefe Organs difproportionably

¢ 3 large.

* Lucran, de Dea Syria. + Deipnof. Lib,
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large. Thefe were the Angels or attendants of the
Goddefs, who acted as her Minifters of Creation in
peopling and fru&ifying the Earth. The ftatue of
the Goddefs herfelf was in the Sanctuary of the Tem-
ple; and near it was the ftatue of the Creator, whom
the Author calls JuriTer, as he does the Goddefs,
Juno s by which he only means that they were the
Supreme Deities of the country where worfhipped.
She was borne by Lions, and He by Bulls, to fhew
that Nature, the paflive produéive Power of matter;
was fuftained by anterior deftruéion, whilft the
Artherial Spirit, or active produdtive Power, was
{fultained by his own ftrength only, of which the
Bulls were {fymbols.* Between both was a third:
Figure, with a Dove on his head, which fome.
thought to be Baccuus.+ This was the Holy Spi--
rit, the firft-begotten Love, or plaftic Nature, (of.
which the Dove was the image, when it really.
deigned to defcend upon Mani) p_lroceeding from,

| and"

* The affive and pafive Powers of Creation are called Male and
Female by the Ammonian Platonics. See Procrus in Theol, Platon.
Lib. I. c. 28.

+ Lucian. de Dea Syrid.

T MaTTH. C. i, ver, 17..
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and confubftantial with Bozh; for all Three were
but perfonifications of Oze. The Dove, or fome
Fowl like it, appears on the medals of GorTyna in
CreTe, ading the fame part with Dicty~na, the Cre-
tan Drana, as the Swan is ufually reprefented acing
with Lepa.* This compofition has nearly the fame
fignification as that before defcribed of the Bull in
the lap of Ceres, Diana being equally a perfoni-
fication of the produ&ive power of the Earth. It
may feem extraordinary, that after this adventure
with the Dove, fhe fhould fill remain a Virgin
but myfteries of this kind are to be found in all
religions. Juwno is faid to have renewed her virginity
every year by bathing in a certain Fountain;+ a
miracle which I believe even modern legends cannot

parallel.

In the Vifion of Ezekier, God is defcribed as
defcending upon the combined forms of the Eagle,
the Bull, and the Lion{*‘: the emblems of the ZEthe-

T 2 rial

* See Plate X. Fig. 2. Kaxses de vmv Aprepw @panes Bodaaw, Konres Je
BAixrowev. PALEPH. de Incred. Tab. XXXI. See alfo Dropbor. Stc.
Lib. V. & Evurieip. Hippol. V. 145.

1 Pausan. Lib. II. c. 38.

T Ezek. c.i. v. 10. with Lowrtn’s Comm.
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rial’ Spirit, the Creative and Deftru@ive Powers;
which were all united in the true God, though hypo-
ftatically divided in the Syrian Trinity. Man was
ecompounded with them, as reprefenting the real
image of God, according to the Jewifh Theology.
The Cherubim on the Ark of the Covenant, between
which God dwelt,® were alfo compounded of the
fame forms,+ fo. that the idea of them muft have
been prefent to the Prophet’s mind, previous to the
Apparition which-furnifhed him with the defcription.
Even thofe'on the Ark of the Covenant; though
made at the exprefs command of God, do not
appear to have been original ; for a figure exadtly
anfwering to the defcription of them appears among
thofe curious ruins exifting at CarLminagr, in Persia,
which. have been fuppofed to be thofe of the Palace
of Perseroris, burnt by  Arexanper ; but for what
reafon, it is not ealy to conjeture. They do not,
certainly, anfwer to any. ancient defcription extant;
of that celebrated palace; but, as far as we can

judgg_ﬂf them in their Prefent ftate, appear evidently
' to

r—r - - " T

* Exod, ch. xxv, ver. 22.

+ SpeNCER de Leg. Ritual, Vet. Hebreor. Lib. II1. Differs: §«
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to Have been.a Temple.* But the Perfians, as before
obferved, had.no inclofed temples or ftatues, which
they held in fuch abhorrence, that they tried every
means poflible to. deftroy thofe of the Egyptians;
thinking it unworthy of the majefty of the Deity
to have his all-pervading prefence limited to the
boundary of an.edifice, or likened to an image of
{ftone or metal. Yet, among the ruinsat CHiLMINAR,
we not only find many ftatues, which are evidently
of ideal beings,+ but alfo that remarkable emblem
of the Deity, which diftinguifhes almoft all the
Egyptian temples now extant.t The portals are
alfo of the fame formas thofe at Turees and PHiLz;
and, except the hieroglyphics which diftinguith
the latter, are finithed and ornamented nearly in
the fame manner. Unlefs, therefore, we {fuppofe
the Perfians to have been {fo inconfiftent as to ereé
temples in dire& contradi&ion to the firft principles

of

* See Le BruywN, Foyage en Perfe, Planche cxxiii.

+ See Lt Bruy~ and NiesuHR.

1 See Plate XV. Fig. 1. from the Ifiac Table, and Fig 13. from
NiesvnR’s Prints of CurLminar. See alfo Fig. 2. and 3. from the -
Hiac Tables and the Egyptian Portals publifhed. by Norpen and!
Pococke, on every one of which this fingular emblem occurs,..
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of their own religion, and decorate them with fym-
bols and images, which they held to be impious and
abominabie, we cannot {uppofe them to be the authors
of thefe buildings. Neither can we fuppofe the Par-
thians, or later Perfians, to have been the builders of
them; for both the ftyle of workmanfhip in the
figures, and the forms of the letters in the inferip-
tions, denote a much higher antiquity, as will appear
evidently to any one who will take the trouble of
comparing the Drawings publithed by Lt Bruy~nand
Niesunr with the Coins of the Arsacipz and Sas-
saniD&. Almoft all the {ymbolical figures are to be
found repeated upon difterent Pheenician coins ; but
the letters of the Phenicians, which are faid to have
come to them from the Aflyrians, are much lcfs fim-
ple, and evidently belong to an alphabet much fur-
ther advanced in improvement. Some of the figures
are alfo obfervable upon the Greek coins, particu-
larly the Bull and Lion fighting, and the myftic
Flower, which is the conftant device of the Rho-
dians. The ftyle of workmanfhip is alfo exactly the
fame as that of the very ancient Greek coins of Acan-
tHUs, CELENDARIs, and Lessos; the lines being
very ftrongly marked, and the hair exprefled by

round knobs. The wings likewife of the figure,
which
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which refembles the Jewifh Cherubim, are the fame
as thofe upon feveral Greek feulptures now extant ;
fuch as the little images of Prrarus attached to the
ancient bracelets, the compound figures of the Goat
and Lion upon the frieze of the Temple of Arorro
Dypvmzvus, &c. &c.® They are likewife joined.
to the human figure on the medals of MevriTa and.
Camarina,t as well as upon many ancient fculptures
in relief found in Persia.i The feathers in thefe
wings are turned upwards like thofe of an Oftrich,§
to which however they have no refemblance in form,
but feem rather like thofe of a Fowl brooding, though
more diftorted than any I ever obferved in Nature.
Whether this diftortion was meant to exprefs luft
or incubation, I cannot determine ; but the compo-
fitions, to which the wings are added, leave little -
doubt, that it was meant for the one or the other.
I am inclined to believe that it was for the latter,
as

* See Le Bruvw, Planche CXXIII. fonian Antiquities, Vol. 1, c. 3.
Plate IX. and the head-piece to Sir 7. H.’s Letter, Fig. 2.

 See Plate XV. Fig. 11, from one of MELiTa, belonging to me. .

I See Lk Bruvw, Planche CXXI.

§ As thofe on Figures defcribed by Ezexier were, See c. i, ver, 11. .
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as we find on the medals of MeLiTa, a Figure with
four of thefe wings, who feems by his attitude to be
brooding over fomething.* On his head is the Cap of
Liberty, whilft in his right hand he holds the Hook
or Attraftor, and in his left the Winnow or Separatorj
{o that he probably reprefents the re: or Generative
Spirit brooding over matter, and giving liberty to its
produdive powers by the exertion of his own attri-
butes, Attraction and Separation. On a very ancient
Pheenician medal brought from Asra by Mr. Pur-
LENGER, and publithed very incorreétly by Mr. Swin-
Ton in the Philofophical Tranfacions of 1760, isa
Difc or Ring furrounded by Wings of different forms,
of which fome of the feathers are diftorted in the
fame manner.4+ The fame Difc, furrounded by the
fame kind of Wings, inclofes the Afterifc of the Sun
over the Bull Aris, or MxEvis, on the Ifiac Table, %
where it alfo appears with many of the other Egyp-
tian fymbols, particularly over the heads of Isis
and

* See Plate XV. Fig. 11. engraved from one belonging to me.

t See Plate IX. Fig. 6. engraved from the original Medal, now
belonging to me. e

I See Plate XV, Fig. 2. from PieNorius.
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and Osiris.* Tt is alfo placed over the entrances of
moft of the Egyptian Temples defcribed by Pococke
and Norpen as well as on that reprefented on the
Ifiac Table,+ though with feveral variations, and
without the Afterifc. We find it equally without the
Afterifc, but with little or no variation, on the ruins
at CHILMENAR, and other fuppofed Perfian antiquities
in that neighbourhood:f but upon fome of the Greek
medals the Afterifc alone is placed over the Bull wiih
the human face § who is then the fame as the Ar1s
or Mnevis of the Fgyptians ; thatis, the image of
the Generative Power of the Sun, which is fignified
by the Afterifc on the Greek medals, and by the
Kneph, or winged Difk, on the Oriental monuments.
The Greeks however fometimes employed this latter
fymbol, but contrived, according to their ufual
pradtice, to join it to the human figure, as may be

U {feen

# .5ee Plate XV, Fig. 3, from PiewoRr1us.
+ See Plate XV, Fig. 1, from Proworius.

1 See Niesunr and L Bruyw, and Plate XV. Fig. 13, from the
former.

§ See Plate IV. Fig. 2, and Plate XV, Fig. 6, from a medal of
Caves, belonging to me.
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{een on a medal of CamariNa, publifhed by Prince
TorrEMMUZZL* On other medals of this City the
fame idea is exprefled, without the Difc or Afterifc, by
a winged figure, which appears hovering over a Swan,
the emblem of the Waters, to thew the Generative
Power of the Sun frudifying that element, or adding
the affive to the pafive Powers of Produ&tion.+ On
the medals of Narres, a winged figure of the fame
kind is. reprefented crowning the Taurine Baccrus
with a Wreath. of Laurel.t This Antiquarians have
called a Vi&ory crowning the Minotaur ; but the
fabulous monfter called the Minotaur was never faid
to have been viorious, even by the Poets who in-
vented it; and whenever the Sculptars and Painters
reprefented it, they joined the head of a Bull to a
Human Body, as may be feen in the celebrated pic-
ture of Tuesevs, publifhed among the antiquities of
HercuLaneuM, and on the medals of ATHENs, ftruck -
about the time of Severus, when the ftyle of art
was totally changed, and the myftic theology ex-
' tinét.

- 2 —

* See Plate XVI. Fig. 2. copied from it;
t See Plate XVI. Fig. 3. from one belonging to me:
T Sce Plate XV. Fig, 7. The coins are common in all colleftionss
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tin&. The winged figure, which has been called a
Vicory, appears mounting in the Chariot of the Sun,
on the medals of Queen Puivistis,* and, on fome
of thofe of Syracuse, flying before it in the place
where the Afterifc appears on others of the fame
city.* Iam therefore perfuaded, that thefe are only
different modes of reprefenting one idea, and that
the winged figure means the fame, when placed
over the Taurine Baccuus of the Greeks, as the
winged Difc does over the Aris or MnEvis of the
Egyptians. The Zgis, or Snaky Breaft-plate, and
the Mepusa’s Head, are alfo, as Dr. StuxeLey juftly
obferved,{ Greek modes of reprefenting this winged
Difc joined with the Serpents, as it frequently is,
both in the Egyptian fculptures, and thofe of CHir-
MENAR in Persia. The expreflions of rage and vio-
lence, which ufually chara&erife the countenance of
the Mepusa, fignify the Deftroying attribute joined
with the Generative, as both were equally under the
dire@ion of MinErva, or Divine Wifdom. I am in-

U 2 clined

* See Plate XVI. Fig. 4, from one belonging to me.

T See Plate XVI. Fig. 5 and 6, from coins belonging to me.
I Asvry, p. 93.
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clined to believe, that the large Rings, to which'the
little figures of Priarus are attached,* had alfo the
fame meaning as the Difc; for, if intended merely
to fuflpend them by, they are of an extravagant mag-
nitude, and would not anfwer their purpofe {o well
as a common loop.

On the Pheenician coin above mentioned, this
{ymbol, the winged Difc, is placed over a figure.
fitting, who holds in his hands an Arrow, whilft a.
Bow, ready bent, of theancient Scythian form, lies.
by him.+ On his head is a large loofe Cap, tied:
under his chin, which I take to be the Ligzn’s fiin;
worn in the fame manner as ot the heads of Her-
¢uLEs, Upon the medals of ApLExanper ;- but the
work is fo.{mall, though executed with extreme
nicety and precifion, and: perfedly - preferved; that-
it is difficult to decide with certainty what it repre-.
fents, in parts. of fuch- minutenefs.. The Bow and:
Arrows, we know, were the ancient-arms of Her--
curks 3 and continued fo, until the Greek Poets-

thﬂl.lght -

- tow g !
e s — A —————

* See Plate II, Fig. 1. and Plate III, Fig. 2.,
1 See Plate I1X. Fig. 7. .
T Homer’s Odyfl. A. ver, 606.
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thought proper to give him the Club.* He was
particnlarly  worfhipped at-TyrE, the metropolis of
Puoewnicra 3 and his head appears in the ufual form,.
on many of the coins of that people. We may
hence. conclude. that he is the perfon here repre-
fented, notwithftanding the difference in the ftyle
and compofition of the figure, which may be ac-
counted for by the difference of art. The Greeks,
animated by the fpirit of their ancient poets, and’
the glowing melody of their language, were grand:
and poetical in all their compofitions ; whilft the -
Pheenicians,, who f{poke a. harfh-and’ untuneable
diale€t, were unacquainted with fine poetry, and:
mnquuen-tly with poetical ideas; for words being
the types of ideas, and the figns or marks by which.
men not only communicate them toeach other, but
arrange and regulate them in their own minds, the
genius of a language goes a great way towards form--
- ing the character of the people who ufe it. Poverty
of expreflion will produce poverty of conception ; ,
for men will never be able to form fublime ideas,

when .

* StraBo, Lib. XIV.
1 .Macros, §at. Lib. 1. c. 20.:.
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‘when the language in which they zhink (for men
always think as“well as {peak in fome language) is
incapable of exprefing them. This may be one
reafon why the Pheenicians never rivaled the Greeks
in .th:_e perfetion of art, although they attained a
degree of excellence long before them ;5 for Homsg,
whenever he has occafion to fpeak of any fine piece
of art, takes care to inform us that it was the work
of Sidonians. He alfo mentions the Pheenician mer-
chants bringing toys and ‘ornaments of drefs to fell
to the Greeks, and pradifing thofe frauds which
merchants and fa&ors are apt to pracife upon igno-
rant people.* It is probable that their progrefs in
the fincarts, like that of the Dutch, (who are the
Phenicians of modern hiftory) never went beyond
a ftri® imitation of nature; which, compared to
the more elevated graces of ideal 'compuﬁtion, is
like a news-paper narrative compared with one of
Howumer’s Battles. A figure of HercuLes, therefore,
executed by a Pheenician artift, if compared to one
by Paipras or Lysierus, would be like a picture of
Mosesor Davip, painted by TEN1ERS, or GERARD Dow,

compared

s

* HomMer. Odyf. o. ver. 414.
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compared to one of the fame, painted by Rarnaer
or Annipal Caraccr.  This is exadly the difference
between the figures on the Medal now under confi-
deration, and thofe on the coins of Gero or ALExaNn-
per. Of all the perfonages of the ancient mythology,.
HercuLres is perhaps.the moft difficult to explain ; for
phyfical allegory and fabulous hiftory are {o entangled
in the accounts we have of him, that it is {carcely pof-
fible to feparate them. He appears however, like all
the other Gods, to have been originally. a perfonified
attribute of the Sun. ‘Fhe eleventh of the Orphie-
Hymns* is addreffed to him as the Strength and Power
of the Sun; and Macrosius fays that he was thought
to be the Strength and Virtue of the Gods, by which
they deftroyed the Giants; and that, according to
Varro, the Mars and HercuLks of the Romans were
the fame Deity, and worfhipped with the fame rites.}*
According to Varro then, whofe authority is perhaps
the greateft that can be cited, HercuiLes was the
Deftroying Attribute reprefented in a human form,
inftead of that of a Lion, Tiger, or Hippopotamus.

Hence the terrible picture drawn of him by Homer,
WhICh

* Ed. Ggfner. + Sat. Lib, I, c. 20..
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-which always appeared to me to have been taken from
{ome {ymbolical ftatue, which ‘the Poet mot under-
{tanding, fuppofed to be of the Theban Hero, who
had affumed the title of the Deity, and whofe fabu-
lous hiftory he was well acquainted with. The de-
{cription however applies in every particular to the
allcgorical ;perfonage. His attitude, for ever fixed in
the a& of letting fly his Arrow,* with the figures of
Lions and Bears, Battles and Murders, which adorn
his Belt, @ll unite in reprefenting him as the Deftruc-
tive Attribute perfonified. ‘But how happens it then
that he is fo frequently ‘reprefcnted ftrangling the
Lion, ‘the natural emblem of this power ? Is this an
hiftorical fable belonging to the Theban Hern, or 2
phyfical allegory of the Deftru&ive Power deltioying
its own force by its own exertions? Or is the fingle
Attribute perfonified taken for the whole power of
the Deity in this, “as in other inftances already men-
- tioned? The Orphic Hymn above cited feems to
favour this laft conjedture; for he is there addrefled
both :as the Devourer and Generator of all (fappay:
rayyoreg). However this may be, we may fafely con-

clude

_—
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clude that the Hercures armed with the Bow
and Arrow, as he appears on the prefent medal, is
like the ArorLo, the Deftroying Power of the diur-
nal Sun.

On the other fide of the Medal* is a figure, fome-
what like the JuriTer on the medals of Arexanper
and Anrtiocuus, fitting with a beaded Sceptre in
his right hand, which he refts upon the head of a
Bull, that projects from the fide of the Chair, Above,
on his right thoulder, is a Bird, probably a Dove,
the fymbol of the Holy Spirit, defcending from the
Sun; but, as this part of the medal is lefs perfeét
than the reft, the fpecies cannot be clearly difcovered.
In his left hand he holds a fhort Staft, from the upper
fide of which fprings an Ear of Corn, and from the
lower a Bunch of Grapes, which, being the two
moft efteemed produ&ions of the Earth, were the
natural emblems of general Fertilization. This
figure is therefore the Generator, as that on the other
fide is the Deftroyer, whilft the Sun, of whofe Attri-
butes both are perfenifications, is placed between
them. The letters on the fide of the Generator are

X quite

* See Plate IX., Fig. 7. a.
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quite entire, and, acco:ding to the Pheenician alpha-
bet publithed by Mr. DuTens, are equivalent to the
Roman ones, which compofe the words Baal Thrz,
of which Mr. Swinton makes Baa/ 7arz, and tranf-
lates Fupiter of Ta?ﬁf:; whence he concludes that
this Coin was ftruck at that city. But the firlt letter
of the laft word is not a 7eth, but a Thau, or afpi-
rated T; and, as the Pheenicians had a vowel anfwer-
ing to the Roman A, it is probable they would have
inferted it, had they intended it to be founded : but
we have no reafon to believe, that they had any to
exprefs the U or Y, which muft therefore be com-
prehended in the preceding confonant whenever the
found is expreffed. Hence I conclude that the word
here meant is Thyrz or Thurz, the Thor or Thur of
the Celtes and Sarmatians, the Thurra of the Afly-
rians, the Zwran of the Tyrrhenians or Etrufcans,
the Taurine Bacchus of the Greeks, and the Deity
whom the Germans carried with them in the fhape
of a Bull, when they invaded ItaLy; from whom
the city of Tyre, as well as TyrruENIA, or Tus-
cany, probably took its name. His fymbol the Bull,
to which the name alludes, is reprefented on the
Chair or Throne in which he fits ; and his Sceptre,
the emblem of his authority, refts upon it. The
other word, Baal, was merely a title in the Pheenician

language,
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language fignifying God, or Lord;* and ufed as an

epithet of the Sun, as we learn from the name
Baavr-sec (the City of Baal) which the Greeks ren-
dered HevioroLris, (the City of the Sun).

Thus does this fingular Medal fhew the funda-
mental principles of the ancient Pheenician religion to
be the fame as thofe which appear to have prevailed
through all the other nations of the Northern Hemi-
fphere. Fragments of the fame {yftem every where
occur, varioufly exprefled as they were varioufly under-
ftood, and oftentimes merely preferved without being
underftood at all ; the ancient reverence being con-
tinued to the fymbols, when their meaning was wholly
forgotten. The bypoffaricai divifion and effential unity
of the Deity is one of the moft remarkable parts of
this {yftem, and the fartheft removed from common
fenfe and reafon ; and yet this is perfe@ly reafonable
and confiftent, if confidered together with the reft of
it : for the emanations and perfonifications wer only
figurative abftractions of particular modes of a&ion
and exiftence, of which the primary caufe and ori-
ginal effence flill continued one and the fame.

X 2 The

* Cleric. Comm. in 2 Reg. c. i, ver, 2.
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‘her many Breafts, and the Deftru&ive by the Lions,
which fhe bears on her arms. Other attributes are
exprefled by various other animal {ymbols, the pre-
cife meaning of which I have not fagacity fufficient
to difcover.

This univerfality of the Goddefs was more concifely
reprefented in other figures of her, by the myftic in-
ftrument called a Syfrum, which fhe carried in her
hand. Prurarca has given an explanation of its*
which may ferve to thew, that the mode here adopted
of explaining the ancient {ymbols is not founded
merely upon conjecture and analogy, but alfo upon
the authority of one of the moft grave and learned
of the Greeks. The Curved Top, he fays, repre-
fented the Lunar Orbit, within which the creative
attributes of the Deity were exerted, in giving motion
to the four Elements, fignified by the four Rattles
below.4+ On the centre of the Curve was a Cat, the
emblem of the Moon ; who, from her influence on
the conftitutions of women, was fuppofed to prefide

particularly

* De If. & 0.

t See Plate IX. Fig. 17. engraved from one in the colle&ion of
R. WiLeraram, Efg.
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particularly over the paflive Powers of Generation ;¥
and below, upon the bafe, a head of Isis or NepTHUS ;
inftead of which, upon that which I have had en-
graved, as well as upon many others now extant, are
the Male Organs of Generation, reprefenting the
A&ive Powers of the Creator, attributed to Isis with
the Paflive. The clattering noife, and various mo-
tions of the Rattles being adopted as the fymbols of
the movement and mixture of the Elements, from
which all things are produced ; the found of Metals
in general became an emblem of the fame kind.
Hence, the ringing of Bells, and clattering of Plates
of Metal, were ufed in all luftrations, facrifices, &c.+
The title Priarus, applied to the chara@eriftic Attri-
bute of the Creator, and fometimes to the Creator
himfelf, is probably a corruption of Pgamwes (clamor-
ous or loud;) for the B and n being both labials,
the change of the one for the other is common in the
Greek language. We ftill find many apcient images
of this fymbol, with Bells attached to them,+ as they

WEIC

* Cic. de Nat. Deor. Lib.I1. c. 46.
1 CrEm. ALEX. mporp. p. 9. Schol. in TueocriT, Idyll, I ver, 36.
§ Bronzi dell’ Hercol, Tom. VI, Pl g8,
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were to the facred Robe of the High Prieft of the
Jews, in which he adminiftered to the Creator.®
The Bells in both were of a pyramidal form,t to
fhew the mtherial igneous Effence of the God. This
form is ftill retained in thofe ufed in our Churches,
as well as in the little ones rung by the Catholic
Priefts at the elevation of the Hoft. The ufe of
them was early adopted by the Chriftians, in the
fame fenfe as they were employed by the later Hea-
thens ; that is, as a charm againft evil Demons ;3
for, being {ymbols of the a&ive exertions of the
creative attributes, they were properly oppofed to
the emanations of the deftru&ive. The Lacede-
monians ufed-to beat a Pan or Kettle-drum at the
death of their King,§ to aflift in the emancipation
of his foul, at the diffolution of the body. We
have a fimilar cuftom of tolling a Bell on fuch oc-
cafions ; which is very generally practifed, though
the meaning of it has been long forgotten. This

emancipation

* Fxod. c. xxviil.

+ Bronzi dell’ Hercol. Tom. VI. Plate 98. MaiMONIDES in Patrick's
Commentary en Exodus, c. xxviil.

I Ovip. Fat. Lib. V. ver. 441. Schol. in Turocrit, Idyll. I1. ver, 36,
§ Schal, in Turocrir, Idyll. I1. ver, 36.
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emancipation of the Soul was fuppofed to be finally
performed by Fire; which, being the vifible image
and a&ive eflence of both the Creative and Deftru&ive
Powers, was very naturally thought to be the me-
dium through which men paffed from the prefent
to a future life. The Greeks, and all the Celtic
nations, accordingly, burned the bodies of the
dead, as the Gentoos do at this day; while the
Egyptians, among whom fuel was extremely fcarce,
placed them in pyramidal monuments, which
were the fymbols of Fire: hence come thofe pro-
digious ftructures which ftill adorn that country.
The Soul, which was to be emancipated, was the
divine emanation, the vital fpark’ of heavenly
flame, the principle of reafon and perception,
which was perfonified into the familiar Dzmon, or
Genius, fuppofed to have the dire&tion of each indi-
vidual, and to difpofe him to good or evil, wifdoms
or folly, and all their confequences of profperity and
adverfity.* Hence procceded the docrines, fo uni-

formly inculcated by Homer and Pinpar,+ of all
human

* Pinpar. Pyth. V. ver. 164. SovrocL. Trackin. ver. g22. Hor..
Lib. II. Epift. I1. ver. 187.

t Ex Oswv payovas macx Bpovemss aperass, xas coor, xar yecol Eizra,

mELLY AT T T pw. PIiNDaRr, P_}"Iﬁ'. 1. ven 79. Paﬂ'ages to the fame-
purpofe occur in almoft every page of the fliad and Ody/ffey.
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human a&ions depending immediately upon the
Gods ; which were adopted, with {carcely any varia-
tions, by fome of the Chriftian Divines of the Apo-
ftolic age. In the Paftor of Hermas, and Recogni-
tions of CremEens, we find the Angels of Juftice,
Penitence, and Sorrow, inftead of the Genii or
Dzmons, which the ancients fuppofed to dire&t
men’s minds, and infpire them with thofe particular
fentiments. St. Pauv adopted the ftill more com-
fortable do&rine of Grace, which ferved full as well
to emancipate the confciences of the Faithful from
the fhackles of practical Morality. The familiar
Dzmons, or divine Emanations, were fuppofed to
refide in the Blood ; which was thought to contain
the principles of vital heat, and was therefore for-
bidden by Moses.* Homer, who feems to have
colle&ed little fragments of the ancient Theology,
and introduced them here and there, amidft the
wild profufion of his poetical fables, reprefents the
Shades of the deceafed as void of perception, until
they had tafted of the blood of the vi&ims offered

by Urysses ;1 from which their faculties were re-
X newed

* Levit, c. xzvil. ver, 11 & 14. T Odyff. A, ver. 152.
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newed by a reunion with the Divine Emanation;.
from which they had been feparated. The Soul of
Tiresias is faid to be entire in Hell, and to poffefs
alone the power of perception, becaufe with him:
this Divine Emanation ftill remained. The Shade
of Hercurss is defcribed among the other Ghofls,.
though he himfelf, as the Poet fays, was then in:
Heaven ; that is, the a&ive principle of Thought
and Perception returned to its native Heaven, whilft
the Paffive, or merely Senfitive, remained on Earth,
from whence it {prung.* The final feparation of
thefe two, did not take place till the body was con-
fumed by Fire, as appears from the Ghoft of Evrrz--
Nor, whofe body being fill entire, he retained both,,.
and knew ULvsses before he had tafted of the
Blood. It was from producing this feparation, that
the Univerfal Baccuus, or Double AroLro, the Crea-
tor and Deftroyer, whofe eflence was Fire, was alfo
called Amwms, the Purifier,+ by a metaphor taken
from the Winnow, which purified the Corn from.

the:

* Thofe who wifh to fee the difference between Senfation and Per-
ception clearly and fully explained, may be fatisfied by reading the Effa:
analytique fur I' Ame, by Mr, BoNNET.

1 Orph. Hymn, 45.
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the Duft and Chaff, as Fire purified the Soul from
its terreftrial Pollutions. Hence this inftrument is
called by VireiL the Myftic Winnow of Bacchus.®
The Ammonian Platenics, and Gnoftic Chriftians,
thought that this feparation, or purification, might be
effe@ed in a degree even before death. It was for this
purpofc that they pracifed fuch rigid temperance, and
gave themfelves up to fuch intenfe ftudy; for, by
{ubduing and extenuating the Terrcftrial Principle,
they hoped to give liberty and vigour to the Ce-
leftial, fo that it might be enabled to afcend direétly
to the Intelle@ual World, pure and unincumbered.§
The Clergy afterwards introduced Purgatory, in-
ftead of abftract meditation and ftudy ; which was
the ancient mode of feparation by Fire, removed
into an unknown country, where it was faleable to
all fuch of the inhabitants of this world, as had fuf-
ficient wealth and credulity.

It was the Celeftial or ZAtherial Principle of the
Human Mind, which the ancient Artifts repre-
¥ 3 fented

* Myfica vannus lacchi. Georg. 1. ver. 166.

+ ProTiN. Ennead. V1. Lib, iv, c. 16, MosuEeim, Not,y in Cupw,
Sy, Intell. c.v. fett. 20.
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fented under the fymbol of the Butterfly, which
may be confidered as one of the moft elegant Alle-
gories of their clegant Religion. This Infe@, when
hatched from the Egg, appecars in the fhape of a
Grub, erawling upon the Earth, and feeding upon
the leaves of Plants. In this ftate, it was aptly
made the emblem of Man, in his earthly form,
in which the @®therial vigour and ad&ivity of the
Celeftial Soul, the divine particula mentis, was
fuppofed to be clogged and incumbered with the
material body. When the Grub was changed to a
Chryfalis, its ftillnefs, torpor, and infenfibility feemed
to prefent a natural image of Death, or the inter-
mediate ftate between the ceflation of the vital
funéions of the body, and the final releafement
of the foul by the fire, in which the body was
confumed. The Butterfly breaking from the torpid
Chryfalis, and mounting in the air, was no lefs natural
an image of the ccleftial Soul burfting from the
reftraints of Matter, and mixing again with its native
Zther., The Greek Artifts, always ftudious of ele-
gance, changed this, as well as other animal fym-
bols, into a human form, retaining the Wings as
the charaderiftic members, by which the meaning
might be known. The Human Body, which they
' added
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added to them, is that of a beautiful Girl, fome-
times in the age of infancy, and fometimes of ap-
proaching maturity. So beautiful an allegory as this
would naturally be a favourite fubje& of art among
a people whofe tafte had attained the utmoft pitch
of refinement. We accordingly find that it has been
more frequently and more varioufly repeated than

any other, which the Syftem of Emanations, fo
favourable to art, could afford.

Although all men were fuppofed to partake of the
Divine Emanation in a degree, it was not fuppofed
that they all partook of it in an equal degree.
Thofe who fhewed fuperior abilities, and diftin-
guithed themfelves by their {plendid actions, were
fuppofed to have a larger fhare of the Divine Effence,
and were therefore adored as Gods, and honoured
with divine titles, expreflive of that particular Attri-
bute of the Deity, with which they feemed to be
moft favoured. New perfonages were thus enrolled
among the Allegorical Deities ; and the perfonified
Attributes of the Sun were confounded with a Cre-
tan and Theflalian King, an Afiatic Conqueror, and
a Theban Robber. Hence Pinpar, who appears
to have been a very orthodox Heathen, fays, that

the
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the race of Men and Gods is one, that both breathe
from one Mother, and only differ in power.* 'This
confufion of epithets and titles contributed, as much
as any thing, to raife that vaft and extravagant fabric
of Pocrical Mythology, which, in a manner, over-
whelmed the ancient Theology, which was too
pure and philofophical to continue long a popular
religion. 'The grand and exalted fyftem of a gene-
ral Firft Caufe, univerfally expanded, did not fuit
the grofs conceptions of the multitude ; who had no
other way of conceiving the idea of an omnipotent
God, but by forming an exaggerated image of their
own Defpot, and {fuppofing his power to confift in an
unlimited gratification of his paflions and appetites.
Hence the Univerfal Juriter, the Aweful and Ve-
nerable, the general Principle of Life and Motion,
was transformed into the God who thundered from
Mount Ipa, and was lulled to {leep in the embraces
of his Wife ; and hence the God whofe {pirit moved+

upon

* Nﬁmq v- veri I!

t+ So the Tranflators have rendered the expreffion of the Original,
which literally means brooding as a Fowl on its Eggs, and alludes to the
fymbols of the ancient Theology, which I have before obferved upon.
See PaTrick’s Commentary.
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wpon the face of the Waters, and impregnated them
with the Powers of Generation, became a great King
above all Gods, who led forth his people to fmite the
ungodly, and rooted out their enemies from before

them.

Another great means of corrupting the ancient
Theology, and eftablifhing the Poctical Mythology,
was the practice of the Artifts in reprefenting the
various attributes of the Creator under human forms
of various charaler and expreflion. Thefe figures,
being diftinguithed by the titles of the Deity which
they were meant to reprefent, became in time to be
confidered as diftin@& perfonages, and worfhipped as
feparate fubordinate Deities. Hence the many-fhaped
GDCI, the MaAupopPos, and MugiowopPos of the ancient Theo-
logifts, became divided into many Gods and God-
defles, often defcribed by the Foets as at variance
with each other, and wrangling about the little
intrigues and paflions of men. Hence too, as the
fymbols were multiplied, particular ones loft their
dignity ; and that venerable one which is the {fubje
of this Difcourfe, became degraded from the repre-
fentative of the God of Nature to a fubordinate rural
Deity, a {uppofed fon of the Afiatic Conqueror Bac-

CHUS,,
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cuus, ftanding among the Nymphs by a Fountain,#
and exprefling the fertility of a Garden, inftead of the
gencral Creative Power of the great Adive Principle
of the Univerfe, His degradation did not ftop even
here ; for we find him, in times ftill more prophane
and corrupt, made a fubje& of raillery and infult, as
an{wering no better purpofe than holding up his rubi-
cund fnout to frighten the birds and thieves.+ His
talents were alfo perverted from their natural ends,
and employed in bafe and abortive efforts in con-
formity to the tafte of the times; for men naturally
attribute their own paflions and inclinations to the
ohje@s of their adoration ; and as God made Man in
his own image, fo Man returns the favour, ani makes
God in his. Hence we find the higheft atiribute of
the all-pervading Spirit and firft-begotten Love foully
proftituted to promifcuous vice, and calling out,
Hec cunnum, caput bic, prebeat ille nates.}

He continued however ftill to have his Temple,
Prieftefs and facred Geefc§, and offerings of the moft
exquifite

* Tueocrrt. Idyll. I, ver, 21.

+ Horart. L. L. Sat, vii. Virc. Georg. iv.
1 Priar. Carm. 21.

§ PeTrox. Satyric.
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exquifite kind were made to him.

Criffabitque tibi excuffis pulcherrima lumbis
Hoc anno primum experta puella virum.

Sometimes however they were not fo {crupulous in the

feleGtion of their Vi&ims, but fuffered frugality to
reftrain their devotion.

Cum facrum fieret Deo falaci
Conduéta eft pretio puella parvo.*

The Bride was ufually placed upon him immediately
before marriage ; not, as Lacrantius fays, wz ejus
pudicitiam prior Deus prelibaffe videatur, but that
{he might be rendered fruitful by her communion with
the Divine Nature, and capable of fulfilling the duties
of her ftation. In an ancient Poem+ we find a Lady
of the name of Lavrage prefenting the pictures of the
Elephantis to him, and gravely requefting that fhe
might enjoy the pleafures over which he particularly
prefided, in all the attitudes defcribed in that cele-
brated Treatife.3 Whether or not fhe fucceeded, the

Z Poet

* Priar. Carm. 34.
t Prrap. Carm. 3.

T The Elepbantis was written by one PuiL&n1s, and feems to have
been of the fame kind with the Puttana errante of ARRETIN.
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of the Goat in his beard and features, and therefore
probably reprefents Pan, the Generative Power of the
Univerfe, incorporated in univerfal matter. The
Female has all that breadth and fulnefs which charac-
terife the perfonification of the paffive Power, known
by the tiles of Ruea, Juno, Ceres, &c.

When there were fuch {eminaries for female edu-
cation as thofe of Ervx and CorinTH, we need not
wonder that the Ladies of antiquity fhould be ex-
tremely well inftru@ed in all the pracical duties of
their religion. The ftories told of Jurra and MEssa-
LiNa fhew us that the Roman Ladies were no ways
deficient ; and yet they were as remarkable for their
gravity and decency, as the Corinthians were for
their fkill and dexterity in adapting themfelves to all
the modes and attitudes, which the luxuriant imagi-
nations of experienced Votaries have contrived for
performing the rites of their tutelar Goddefs.*

The reafon why thefe rites were always performed
by Night, was the peculiar fan&ity attributed to it by
the Ancients, becaufe dreams were then {fuppofed to

defcend

——

¥ Privopemr Epigr. Brunk. Analedl. Vol. 1L p. 83.
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tians, and their reformed imitators the Jews,* who, :
being governed by a Hierarchy, endeavoured to
make it aweful and venerable to the people, by an
appearance of rigour and aufterity. The people
however fometimes broke through this reftraint,
and indulged themfelves in the more pleafing wor-
thip of their neighbours, as when they danced and
feafted before the Golden Calf which Aaron ere@- -
ed,+ and devoted themfelves to the worfhip of
obfcene Idols, generally {fuppofed to be of Priarus,
under the reign of Asrjam.

The Chriftian religion, being a reformation of the
Jewith, rather increafed than diminifhed the aufterity
of its original. On particular occafions however it
equally abated its rigour, and gave way to feftivity
and mirth, though always with an air of fané&ity and
folemnity. Such were originally the feafts of the
Eucharift, which, as the Word exprefles, were meet-
ings of joy and gratulation ; though, as Divines tell
us, all of the {piritual kind : but the particular man-
ner in which St. AvcustiNnE commands the Ladies

who .

* See SPENCER de Leg. Rit. Vet. Hebreor. 1 Exod. c. Xxxiia
{ Reg. c. xv. ver, 13. Ed. Cleric.
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who attended them to wear clean linen,* feems to
infer, that perfonal as well as {piritual matters were
thought worthy of attention. To thofe who admi-
nifter the Sacrament in the modern way, it may
appear of little confequence whether the Womgn
received it in clean linen or not ; but to the good
Bithop, who was to adminifter the holy Kifs, it cer-
tainly-was of fome importance. The boly Kifs was
not only applied as a part of the ceremonial of the
Eucharift, but alfo of Prayer, at the conclufion of
which they welcomed each other with this natural
fign of Love and Benevolence.4+ It was upon thefe
occafions that they worked themfelves up to thofe
fits of rapture and enthufiafm, which made them
cagerly ruth upon deftruction in the fury of their
zeal to obtain the crown of Martyrdom.$ En-
thufiafm on one fubje& naturally produces enthu-
fiafm on.another; for the human paflions, like the
{trings of an inftrument, vibrate to the motions of each
other : hence paroxy{ms of Love and Devotion have
oftentimes {o exa@ly accorded, as not to have been

diftinguifhed

* Avc. Serm. clii. t JusTin MarTYR. Apoleg.
1 Martin: Kemprr de Ofeulis Differt. VIII.
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diftinguifhed by the very perfons whom they agi-

tated.* This was too often the cafe in thefe meet-
ings of the primitive Chriftians. The feafts of Gra-
tulation and Love, the sysmss and no&urnal vigils,
gave too flattering opportunities to the paflions and
appetites of men, to continue long, what we are told
they were at firft, pure exercifes of devotion. The
{piritual raptures and divine ecftafies encouraged on
thefe occafions, were often ecftafies of a very diffe-
rent kind, concealed under the garb of devotion ;
whence the greateft irregularities enfued ; and it be-
came neceflary for the reputation of the Church,
that they fhould be fuppreflfed, as they afterwards
were, by the decrees of {everal Councils.  Their {up-
preflion may be confidered as the final fubverfion of
that part of the ancient religion, which I have here
undertaken to examine; for fo long as thofe noétur-
nal meetings were preferved, it certainly exifted,
though under other names, and in a more {folemn
drefs, The {fmall remain of it preferved at Isernia, of
which an account has here been given, can fcarcely
be deemed an exception ; for its meaning was un-

A a known

* See Procés de la Cadiére.
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known to thofe who celebrated it; and the obfcurity
of the place, added to the venerable names of St.
Cosimo and Damiano, was all that prevented it from
being fupprefled long ago, as it has been lately, to
the great difmay of the chafte Matrons and pious
Monks of Isernia. Traces and memorials of it feem
however to have been preferved, in many parts of
Chriftendom, long after the a&ual celebration of its
rites ceafed. Hence the obfcene figures obferva-
ble upon many of our Gothic Cathedrals, and parti-
cularly upon the ancient brafs doors of St. Perer’s
at Rome, where there are fome groupes which rival

the devices on the Lefbian medals,

It is curious, in looking back through the annals
of fuperftition, fo degrading to the pride of man, to
trace the progrefs of the human mind in different
ages, climates, and circumftances, uniformly a&ting
upon the fame principles, and to the fame ends.
The fketch here given of the corruptions of the reli-
gion of Grekce, is an exa& counterpart of the
hiftory of the corruptions of Chriftianity, which

began in the pure Theifm of the Ecle&ic Jews,*
and

* Compare the dotrines of Privo with thofe taught in the Gofpel
of St. Joun, and Epiftles of St. PavL,
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and by the help of Infpirations, Emanations, and
Canonizations, expanded itfelf, by degrees, to the
vaft and unwieldy fyftem which now fills the Creed
of what is commonly called the Catholic Church.
In the ancient religion, however, the Emanations
affumed the appearance of Moral Virtues and Phy-
fical Attributes, inftead of miniftering Spirits and
guardian Angels ; and the canonizations or deifica-
tions were beftowed upon Heroes, Legiflators, and
Monarchs, inftead of Priefts, Monks, and Martyrs.
There is alfo this further difference, that among the
moderns Philofophy has improved, as Religion has
been corrupted ; whereas, among the ancients, Re-
ligion and Philofophy declined together. The true
Solar Syftem was taught in the Orphic School, and
adopted by the Pythagoreans, the next regularly-
eftablithed fe&. The Stoics corrupted it a little,
by placing the Earth in the centre of the univerfe,
though they ftill allowed the Sun its fuperior mag-
nitude.® At length arofe the Epicureans, who con-
founded it entirely, maintaining that the Sun was

only a fmall globe of fire, a few inches in diameter,
A a and

* Brucker, Hiff, Crit, Philg/, P. 11, Lib, 11, c. q. f, 1.
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An adequate knowledge of thefe they never pre-
fumed to think attainable, but modeftly contented
themfelves with revering and invoking them when-
ever they felt, or wanted their afliftance. When a
fhipwrecked Mariner was caft upon an unknown
coaft, he immediately offered up his prayers to the
Gods of the country, whoever they were ; and joined
the inhabitants in whatever rites they thought pro-
per to propitiate them with.* Impious or prophane
rites he never imagined could exift, concluding, that
all expreflions of gratitude and f{ubmiffion muft
be pleafing to the Gods. Atheifm was, indecd,
punifhed at ATHENs, as the obfcene ceremonies of the
Bacchanalians were at Rome; but both as civil crimes
againft the State; the one tending to weaken the
bands of fociety by deftroying the fan&ity of oaths,
and the other to {ubvert that decency and gravity of
manners, upon which the Romans {o much prir.icd
themfelves. The introduétion of ftrange Gods, wit

out. permiffion from the Magiftrate, was alfo pro-

hibited

* See HomeR. Ody[. ¢, ver. 445, & feq. The Greeks feem to have
adopted by degrees into their own Ritual all the rites pradifed in the
neighbouring countries,






AT 9

dered ftill more dangerous by the intolerant prin-
ciples of its members, who often tumultuouily inter-
rupted the public worfhip, and continually railed
againft the national religion (with which both the
civil government and miilitary difcipline of the Ro-
mans were infeparably conneced), as the certain
means of eternal damnation. To break this Union,
was the great obje@ of Roman policy during a long
courfe of years; but the violent means employed
only tended to cement it clofer. Some of the
Chriftians themfelves indeed, who were addié&ed to
Platonifm, took a fafer method to diffolve it; but
they were too few in number to fucceed. This was
by trying to moderate that furious zeal which gave
life and vigour to the confederacy, and to blend and
foften the unyielding temper of Religion with the
mild fpirit of Philofophy. ¢ We all,” faid they,
¢ agree in worfhipping one Supreme God, the Father
¢ and Preferver of all. "While we approach him
¢ with purity of mind, fincerity of heart, and inno-
¢ cence of manners, forms and ceremonies of wor-
¢ {hip are indifferent; and not lefs worthy of his
' ¢ greatnefs, for being varied and diverfified according
¢ to the various cuftoms and opinions of men. Had
¢ it been his will that all fhould have worfhipped

' ' ¢ him
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They are all from Fupiter, fays HoMmer, and a [fmall
gift -is acceptable.® This benevolent fentiment has
been compared by the Englifh Commentators to that
of the Jewifh Moralift, who fays, zbar be who giveth
to the poor lendeth to the Lord, who will repay him
ten-fold.f- But it is {carcely poffible for any thing to
be more different : Homer promifes no other reward
for charity than the benevolence of the a&ion itfelf;
but the Ifraclite holds out that, which has always
been the great motive for charity among his country-
men—the profped of being repaid ten-fold. They
are always ready to fhow their bounty upon fuch
incentives, if they can be perfuaded that they are
founded upon good fecurity. It was the opinion,
however, of many of the moft learned among the
ancients, that the principles of the Jewifh religion
were originally the fame as thofe of the Greek, and
that their God was no other than the Creator and
Generator Baccuus,i who, being viewed through
the gloomy medium of the hierarchy, appeared
to them a jealous and irafcible God; and fo gave

Bb a more

* Ody/. L. ver.207. 1 See Pore’s Odyffey. 1 Tacit, Hiffor, Lib. v.
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manner, without the diphthong, which was not in
ufe for many ages after the Greck Colonies fettled in
Larium, and introduced the Arcadian Alphabet, We
find St. Paur likewife acknowledging, that the
]UFITEF: of the Poet AraTus was the God whom
he adored ;* and CLemens of ALexanpria explains
St. Perer’s prohibition of worfhipping after the man-
ner of the Greeks, not to mean a prohibition of wor-
thipping the fame God, but merely of the corrupt
mode in which he was then worfhipped.+

* A&, Apoft. Chap. xvii. ver. 28. ¥ Stromar. Lib. V.
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