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animal magnetifers, the truth of which I can fafely
pledge myfelf to prove. I muft acknowledge, that
1 was for fome time doubtful, whether, in the notes,
with which I have endeavoured to illuftrate this ba-
gatelle; I fhould treat the fubject with that gravity,
which its patrons think is due to it ; or with that
ridicule, which I am fatisfied it deferves : whether
1 thould ferioufly remonftrate with the public, for
encouraging the moft dangerous quackery, that
¢ver magiftrate permitted ; or merely, indulge a
good natured laugh at their folly. But, confidering
the fhafts of ridicule as moft proper to bring down
that nonfenfe, which, being truly im:nmprehénﬁble,
{oars triumphantly, out of the reach of either com-
- mon fenfe or philofophical reafoning, I have fent
~ forth a few random arrows, with the hope of juft
winging the folly, as it flies. Serious argument }
have not meddled with ; {ince to that it is impreg-
nable, even though aided by well known and au-
thenticated facts. Were not this the cafe, it could
not have met with fuch a reception, in England,
after the ‘report made by the commiffioners, ap-
pointed by the king of France, to enquire into the
merits of this all-furprifing art. A few of the
impofitions difcovered by thefe gentlemen, I fhall
here take the liberty to notice ; firft obferving
that, among thofe who figned thele reports,
was that late refpecable philofopher Dr. Franklin.
fa confequence of their appointment, thefe com-
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miflioners went to the houfe of Melmer, and in
his public room “found feveral patients, who were
faid to be then wnder the extraordinary influence of
animal magnetifm. Some of thefe feemed to be
lulled into a deep fleep, whilft others appeared to
be thrown into the moft violent convulfions ; the
effe@s produced being faid to be varied by the
different conftitutions, or maladies peculiar to cach
ient. After a careful and impartial examination

of every circumftance, from which they could de-
rive any information, the commillioners di{covered
_that all thefe miraculous effects were brought about
by the ingenious aid-of accomplices, or were the
confequences of the force of imagination working
on weak minds. Asa proof of the nullity of the
pretended fcience, and of the impofitions practifed
on the credulous, they relate, that a lady, whom
Mefmer himfelf felected for the purpole, was feated
in a chair, againft the wainf{cot, and informed thar
he was to perform the ufval operations, on the
other fide of the wainfcot, in the adjoining room,
Mefmer being kept in converfation by one of the
party, another took the fituation, which the lady
fuppofed to be poffefled by him; and the lady
being afked, from time to time, whether fhe ex-
perienced any particular change, was foon brought
to fay, that fhe began to be affeed, in the fame
manner that fhe always was during the operation :
{he atlaft became fo much affeéted, as to be thrown
into,
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affetation, in the higheft degree, for me to fuppofe
it too indelicate for my pen to defcribe : but I lay
no claim to any extraordinary delicacy ; I only afk
to be allowed the merit of having treated this ludi-
crous {ubject, not only with candour, but with the
utmoft tendernefs ; for not a word have I faid ——-
of the excellency of warm ale, in concealing the tafte
of any medicine the doctor might chufe to add to
it; nor a {yllable have I faid —— of the con-
fiderable effects which may be produced, by the
artful addition of a few grains of an almoft taftelefs
preparation of antimony : effe¢ts which muft ap-
pear to the ignorant, fo extraordinary, that we need
not be aftonifhed, at their attributing them to the
fupernatural powers, fuppofed to be pofleffed by the
do®or and the reft of the brotherhood,

(2) The epithet,  vile,” here introduced by the
writer of the fong, is, to be fure, a very ftrong one;
nor was I entirely reconciled to it, until I had heard
the following true and melancholy anecdote. A
young man had been declared to be in the laft
ftage of a confumption, by two celebrated phy-
ficians, and who had alfo candidly informed his
friends, that medicine could only now palliate his
fufferings, the cure of his difeafe being beyond the
attainment of art ; his difconfolate parents had re-
figned themfelves to expect the dreaded lofs, when
{fome bufy friend urged them to call into their aid

| Dr.
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Dr. B=—. The doltor, after having treated his
patient for a few days, caught the father by the
hand, and eagerly withed him joy of the recovery
of his fon, from a difeafe which fo far from being
incurable, as it had been faid to be by his former
phyficians, would foon give way to the powers of
his art. “Lhe difpofition in this dife#fe to realife
every fancied ray of hope, is proverbial ; the young
man fancied himfelf better. The father and mother
of the youth, indeed, not perceiving any evident
amendment, were {urprifed at the dottor’s report 3
but confiding in his judgment and veracity, they
comforted themfelves with the affurance of again
enjoying that, which they had before defpaired of,
~— the happinefs of feeing their dear child reftored
to health. The doctor finding him, as he faid, nearly
cured, defired he might walk about a quarter of a
mile to a ftage, and take a ride of a few miles ;
adding that, fthould he appear to be fatigued with
his journey, he might take a dofe of the wonder
working panacea,—warmale. The parents know-
ing, that fo far from being able to walk a quarter
of a mile, their fon could fcarcely walk acrofs the
room, had a coach to the door, into which he was
with much difficulty conveyed ; this journey, for
fuch it was to the almoft dying patient, he bore fo
very ill, that it was feared he would die, while he
was carrying up to the bed, and from that time he
became hourly worle. On the third day, after-
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wards, when the doctor repeated his daily vifit, the
father, fatisfied that his fon was dying, gently re-
proached the doctor, for having thus cruelly de-
ceived him, in a point in which he was fo deeply
interefted. Ah! faysthe doctor, youlittle know how
much I have the recovery of your fon at my heart; I
fhould not have been here this morning ; fince from
religious motives, I feldom vifit on a fabbath day,
but that, as I was treating your fon at my own
houfe, on a fkeleton, I, difcovered he was much
worfe, and have come to render him all the
fervice in my power. The youth, who was in
fact dying, faintly craved of the doctor, that he
would remove that terrible rattling in his throat :
my dear, faid he, I will; and immediately began his
operations, breaking wind off his ftomach with fuch
loud belchings, and making fuch a rattling noife in
his throat, as might be heard in any part of the
houfe. After continuing this ridiculous mummery
about ten minutes, he told the mother he muft
defift ; for were he to continue the treatment much
longer, he thould not be able to get out of the chair,
— In pity to the feelings of my reader, I will be as
brief, as poffible, in the recital of the remainder of
this difgufting tale ——that fame night the patient
died ; and the do&or being reduced to the dilemma:
either of allowing the frivolity of his art; or of ac-
knowledging his ignorance of the nature of his pa-

tient’s difeafe, and the injuftice he had been guilty
of,
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of, in having oppofed the opinions of the phyficians
who had preceded him; he preferred the latter, and
bringing with him a friend, opened the patient, and
fhewed his parents, that no art could have brought
about a cure, fince the lungs were {o much difeafed
as to be diffolved into an almoft putrid mafs. Who,
on reading the above, can fay the epithet vile, ufed
by the fong writer, is too ftrong for fuch dangerous
quackery, and fuch {porting with the agonizing
feelings of a parent, alarmed for the life of his child 2

(3) Iacknowledge, that at the firft reading of this
ftanza, I was rather difpofed to cenfure our ballad-
maker, for thus uncivilly comparing his heroes with
pick-pockets ; or, as he terms them, ¢ the nimble-
“finger’d gentry:” but I could not avoid being
better fatisfied with his expreffion, upon refleiting

~on fome certain qualifications, in which they much
agree ; confidering likewife, that they muft necef-
farily have one common tutelar deity, Mercury;
fince his worfhippers have always been diftinguifh-
ed—e-by the nimblenefs of their fingers. I muft
allow, that I do not appear to mend the compli-
liment paid them in the text; by giving them
in my commentary, for their tutelar deity, the
God of thieves and fharpers; but truth requires
it, and I will therefore thew the grounds on which
Lallot them this deity, whofe patronage they fo

ungratefully pretend to reje&. The firft notorious
act
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original nothingnefs, you ungrateful tribe, who
dare to deny your patron. — Prefume not to com-
pare your feeble powers to that of your deity. < La-
bour for hours together, quiver every finger, fhake
every limb —— to fet an old woman afleep; but
remember, Mercury, with one treatment, cluﬁ:d the
hundred eyes of Argus.

(4) Itis, T believe, generally allowed, that in
performing their myfterious operations, they do
not touch their patients ; but that it is fufficient for
them only to prefent their fingers towards their
patient, to produce the moft extraordinary and fa-
lutary effets.” But from what I have learnt, it does
not appear, that ‘they always keep their hands off
their patients; fince, I have heard a very confiderax
ble practitioner, in this way, declare, that a very
powerful energy paffed from him to his patient, by
merely applying his finger to her fkin, to examine -
the ftate of the circulation. We have likewife been
informed, inthe public prints, that a magnetifer
of fome repute, in a country town; concluded his
hand bills of invitation with a poftfcript to the
ladies, requefting them to come without ftays, as
they might then be tréated with greater conveni-
ence and energy.

“(5) The ballad writer, here, évidently alludes to
a power pretended to by thefe gentlemenof produc-
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The abovelift of cures is dedicated to his Grace the
Archbifhop of Canterbury ; and the authorefs con-
cludes her dedication, with faying, “ I therefore
* prefume when thefe teftimonies are fearched into
- (which will corroborate with mine) your lord-
¢¢ fhip will compofe a form of prayer, to be ufed in
¢ all churches and chapels, that nothing may im-
¢ pede this ineftimable gift from having its {free
¢ courfe; and that public thanks be offered up in
““all churchesand chapels, for fuch an aftonifhed
¢¢ proof of God’s love to this favoured land.”

The above extracts muft clearly fhew that which
they were brought to prove ; that the author of the
{nﬁg, in his account of the pretended powers of thefe
gentlemen, does not attribute more to them, than
they are fuppofed by their adherents to poflefs. To
make any further remarks on the above curious dedi-
cation, and moft extraordinary lift of cures, would
be to infult my readers; fince, at the firft perufal of
this curious recital, every one poflefling the fmalleft
fhare of common fenfe, muft feelas Mr, De Louther-
bourg himfelf did; for the authorefs faysin herpre-
face, “ I taok the liberty to fend him (M. De Lou-
“ therbourg) a few copies, and was feverely repri-
“ manded, and enjoined pofitively to fupprefs it
* immediately ———but on mature deliberation,
** L conceived it better to offend an individual,
 than have thoufands ﬁra,ngers to his ineftima-
¥ ble gifts.”

It
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fays, ¢ I laid my hand on the places affected, and
« prayed to God, for Jefus fake, to heal him ——
“ in two or three days, a node almoft as bigas a
« pullet’s egg was fuppurated, and the throat
“ ftrangely amended, and to be brief (to God’s
« glory I fpeak it) within a month difcharged itfelf
“ quite, and was perfetly healed.” One would
have imagined, that the length of time required for
the accomplifhment of this, his firft cure, would
have taught him, that he had been affifted by no fu-
pernatural aid. But thofe minds, in which imagina-
tion works fo ftrongly, as it appears to have done in
Mr. Greatrakes, are not eafily put out of conceit of
any fancy they may adopt. Thus, although his next
cure was not completed until the end of fix weeks,
yet he was fatisfied, that he was felected to be the
inftrument of the Almighty, in reftoring health to
thofe who needed it. After thus pratifing on the
king’s evil for about three years, he fays « I found
« as formerly, the fame kind of impulfe within
** me, fuggefting that there was beftowed upon me
« the gift of curing the ague. This alfo I told to
« my wife, who could not be purfuaded to it.”
But fhe changed her mind the next day, for he fays,
¢ there came to my houfe a neighbour’s wife, by
“ by name Bateman, the Naylors wife that is there,
« who had a moft violent ague; on whom I laid
« my hands, and defired God Almighty to cure
« her; who, in mercy, heard my prayer, and fo 1he

ague

























































-~

{ 85 )

into a belief of the reality of this pretended fcience,
and have become the inftruments of thofe whom the
credulity of the public has favoured with handfome
fortunes. Even with refpect to thofe who have
been fo fortunate, as to have reaped confidera-
ble advantages by pradtifing this art themfelves, or
by teaching it to others; we certainly can have no
right to fuppofe them to be actuated by lucrative
motives only, unlefs there be other circumftances,
in their condu@, which will authorife fuch a fufpi-
cion. For, although at firft thought, we may con-
ceive nurfelvesju_ﬁiﬁed, in {ufpecting thofe of being
a&uated by improper motives, whom we know to
have received the moft confiderable pecuniary ad-
vantages, from this joint offspring of cunning and
folly: yet a little refleCtion will convince us, that it
does not neceffarily follow, that a man is an im-
poftor, and does not himfelf believe in that which
he teaches to others, becaufc he receives as an emo-
lument, the price of his labours, in communicating
that knowledge to the world.

Their difciples, it muft be again repeated, are,
in general, thofe whofe goodnefs of heart, and
warmth of imagination, have prevented the ftriét
exercife of their judgment. So far from hav-
ing been influenced by fordid expeations, they
have devoted themiclves to this pretended {cience
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