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INTRODUCTION.

ALTHOUGH the falutary virtues of
the ChELTENRAM SPRING have long
been experienced by the fickly, and in-
veftigated by the fagacious in the medical
art; yet, as no circumftantial account of
them has ever appeared, excepting here
and there in detached paflages of larger
works, not eafily referred to; their me-
rits have not been fo announced to the
community, as to procure them any ade-
quate tribute of public fame.

Or late, indeed, they have obtained a
degree of fanction and celebrity more
fuitable to their real importance, under
the care and immediate eye of fome gentle-
men now in the Town; for whom the
writer has too great a regard, to wound
their modefty, by labouring at any com-

B ~ mendation.



2 INTRODUCTION.

mendation. Their own works, like thofe of
_their predeceflors on the fame line, will
praife them in future times, far beyond
the humble fcope of his words to exprefs:
- and -they haye their reward, he -is per-
fuaded, in viewing the fair progrefs of
‘improvement extended, and public utility -
daily increafing by means of 'f.hﬁ'lr hutmﬁ.ne
land fplrrted endcavnurs. |

E Brmr, as eﬁ'am of th&s phﬂamhruplc
‘mature, for the moft part, make their way
but {lowly, and by almoft imperceptible
advances to the general notice, without
-collateral aids; hence fomething of the
kind here attempted feemed neqmﬁte to
facilitate the gmd deﬁgm..

Axp, if the mtelhgence refulting from
the CrertensaM Guipe fhall be fortu-
nate enough to promote that defign, by
opening a new {phere of enjoyment to the
alert and healthy ; another afylum for the
comfort of the fick and forrowful; and
thereby eftablith the honour of thofe ex-

cellent waters, which are fo happily calcu-
| ’ Jated
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CHELTENHAM GUIDE.

S ECT:TON"™L '

'CHELTENHAM, 1TS ANTIQUITY.

HE ancient Town of CHELTENHAM in
R Gloucefterfhire derives its name from the
brook or little river Chelt, which, rifing in the
adjacent parifh of Dowdefwell, runs near this
Town con the fouth fide, and difcharges itfelf
into the Severn at Wainload’s Bridge. It lies
in the Hundred of the {fame name, within ten,'
miles north-eaft from the city of Gloucefter,
fiftcen north of Cirencefter, nine fouth of
Tewkibury, and about a hundred miles almoft
duc weft from London; from all which places
there are turnpike roads leading to this Town,
The parifh is faid to have confifted formerly of
divers manors, which may all have borne the
general appellation of “ The MANOR oF CHEL-
“ TENHAM ;" {ince from ancient records it ap-
pears, that {everal proprietors have been pof-
fefled of it nearly at the fame time.

DooMspay
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DoomspAay Book informs us, that in the
reign of King Edward, furnamcd the Confeflor,
who lived in the tenth century, CHEUTENHAM
paid him an annual rent of nine pounds five
fhillings, and three thoufand loaves for the King’s-
dogs ; and that in William the Conqueror’s
time it paid him twenty pounds yearly, to-
gether with twenty cows, twenty hogs, and
fixteen fhillings in lieu of bread for his dogs.

In the firft year of King John, Henry de Bo-
hun, Earlof Hereford, was owner of the Town,
andexchanged it withthe King for other lands.
It was granted by Henry III. to William Long-
{ivord, Earl of Salifbury ; who, in the {feventh
year of that King’s reign leafed the benefit of
the markets, fairs, and Hundreds of CHELTEN-
wAM to the inhabitants of the Town; and the
lcafe, at a certain referved rent, was renewed
three years after. Longf{word was{ucceeded by
his fon William, who, in confequence of his go-
ing out of the land without the King’s leave,
had his eftates confifcated ;. and the Manor of
CueLTENHAM was granted in dower to dem |
Fleanor, daughter of the Earl of Provence in
France. In the thirty-firflt year of Henry III,

the Bifhop of Hcrr:f'urd appears to have been
feifed
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feifed of CHELTENHAM, which afterwards came
into the pofleffion of the abbey of Fefchamp in
Normandy, by purchafe and exchange of lands
at Winchelfea and Rye in Suffex. At length,
it was transferred to the priory of Montburg,
which was an alien monaftery in Normandy.
But the lands of all alien priories being after-
wards vefted by act of parliament in the crown
of England, the Manor and the Hundred of
CrELTENHAM were granted to the nunnery of
Sion in Middlefex. Maud, the abbefs of the
nunnery, levied a fine of them to. confirm her
title in the twenty-fecond year of Henry VI

and received a fuller confirmation of it in the

firft year of Edward IV.:

Sir MAU;{IEEBERKE?EY,,&? ﬂeverﬂun, in this
county, held the manor, &c. in the fourteenth
of Edward IV. which is fuppofed to have been
under a leafe from the abbefles of Sion; and
by the diffolution of that nunnery, in the gene-
ral fweep made by Henry VIIL the Manor of
CHELTENHAM came to the crown,and {o con-
tinued till the year 1608, when it was granted
to the ancient family of the Duttons of Sher-
born in this county. James-Lenox Dutton, Efq.
is the prefent Lord of the Manor, and enjoys

great
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way of diftin€tion, has alfo by fome writers
been termed ¢ Gloucefter Vale,” from its
vicinity to that city. It affords fuch an abun-
dance of the beft corn, as well as of pafture
for fheep and large cattle, as to be juftly
reckoned the granary of the adjoining coun-
ties. CHELTENHAM is placed at the f{outh-
weftern extremity of this delightful {cene, and
is almoft on every fide {furrounded with the
gently-rifing verdant hills of Cleeve, Preftbury,
and Lechampton; which, joining the more
diftant Cotfwoulds, and forming a kind of femi-
circle or amphitheatre, {eem as it were emu-
lous to monopolize her as their own; and de-
fend her from thofe chilling  blafts, which
would otherwife procced from the eaftern
quarter.

From the neighbourhood particularly of
Frogmill, on the Oxford road hither, to Crick-
ly-hill, which leadsinto the vale of Gloucefter,
the beauty of land{cape is truly gréat and en-
| géging. About f{ix miles from the former
place, from the top of a rifing ground, is feen
to the right a moft prodigious profpe&t over
the wide-fpread  valley, bounded by the

C heights
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neighbourhood of CHELTENHAM, it is foft and
mild ; and even in the wintry feafon not un-
genial to its long-liv’d inhabitants ¥. Such
indeed is the {triking difference in this refpect,
that of Coffwoul/d it has been commonly ob-
ferved ¢ That eight months of the year are
¢ winter, and the other four too cold for
¢ fummer; whereas in the vale, eight months
“ are fummer, and the remaining four too
¢¢ warm for an Englifh winter.”” Nor will
this appear {o extraordinary to any one, who
confiders the {ituation of the valley; bounded
with rifing grounds, encumbered with no
{fwamps or marfhy foil, and having few ftreams
of water, and thofe fmall, running through it +e

'THE

* If the beft proof of the healthfulnefs of the air of any
place is to be deduced from the cuflomary longevity of the
people, many very old perfons are daily to be feen in CuEL-
TENHAM, and parts adjacent ; and even the filent repofitories
of their anceftors are vocal, to record the great age of many of
Tth:: town and neighbourhood. See the church-yard inferip-
t1ons.

+ The effects produced by the humidity or drynefs of the
air upon the human body, as being more obvious, are gene-
rally more attended to by perfons of infirm habits, than thofe
which arife from a greater or lefs degree of gravity, The
quantity of vapour raifed inany place depends principally upon

C 2 the
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three by fub{cription of the inhabitants. There
was formerly a chantry in this church dedi-
cated to the Virgin Mary, of which Thomas
Ball was the laft incumbent; but it is now
obfolete.

It is a circumftance rather remarkable, that
although the value of the {tipend is not more
than 4ol. per annum, the officiating minifter
holds it under a very peculiar tenure. He muft
be nominated by Jefus College in Oxford,
and be a fellow of the fame: two other
fellows with him are recommended at the
fame time to the heir of Sir Baptift Hicks,
anceftor of the prefent Earl of Gainfborough,
who choofes one, and prefents him to the
bithop. The college, it feems, derive their
title from the gentleman above named; and
by agreement between them, the incum-
bent cannot hold his appointment longer than
{ix years, unlefs re-elefted with the like
circumfitances; which generally, if not always,
has been the cafe. A fimilar mode, as to term,
prevails alfo in the adjacent parifh of Charle-
ton Kings, about a mile diftant.-

Tue
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THE prefent very worthy incumbent of
CueLTENHAM is the Reverend Hugh Hughes,
defervedly elteemed both by the inhabitants his
parifhoners, and the nobility and gentry vifit-
ing the place; the latter of whom, much to
their honour, convince him of their regard
in making him a more fuitable provifion than
the narrow income of the cure allows, by a
{ubfcription for daily prayers during the fea-~
fon. A le&ture fermon on {unday afternoon is
{fupported by the inhabitants. Here is no parfon-
age-houfe; which is the cafe of fome other
parifhes in the neighbourhood.

In the chancel, over the communion table
to the left, is the fﬂllnwing'inﬁ:ription ; which
is here inferted, not only for its pious pecu=
liarities, but as otherwife it may be loft, when
{fome intended alterations are made in this
part of the church; which really needs them
no lefs than the pews in general.

¢ Tye fad Memoriall of Joun ExcrisH, Dr.

¢ in Divinitie; To JaNE his moft deare Wife,
¢¢ daughter to the Honourable Elizabeth Lady
¢¢ Sandys, Baronefe de /aVine,Comit. Southton ;
‘¢ from
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FroxTIinGg the entrance of the chancel decor
is affixed to the wall a handfome marble ceno-
taph, with this infcription :

¢“ In Memory of Barrist Smart, M. D.
late of this place ; who after a long and pain-
ful illnefs, departed this life at the Hot-wells,
Briftol, December zoth, 1772, in the 33&
year of his age; and lies interred at Clifton,”

At the bottom are his arms, argent, a che-
vron between three pheons’ heads, /able; on an
efcutcheon of pretenfe, quarterly, ermine and

azure; a crofs or.

CrosE befide this is another of the like form,
and equally t:lt:gan-t-; erected for Mr, HENRY
Sturmy, who died O&. 24, 1772; aged 51
years.. And beneath are his arms emblazoned,
3 demi-lions geles, on a field or.

Urox a flat ftone below, there is a memorial
round the edge, on brafs, now almoft totally
cffaced, which we find is for William Grevil,
one of the judges of the court of common
pleas, who died in the 4th year of Henry VIL
Anno Domini 1512, Together with other in-

{criptions
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Maddersfield, Harefleet, Decors, Giffard, Beau-
champ, Abtot, Uffleet, Furnival, Luftot, Ver-
don, Grevil, Arle, and Southiey, emblazoned
on an efcutcheon.

‘TrERE 18 likewile an infcription in the fouth
aile, for CarisTorHER Bairey, N A. who,
after having been g2 years matter of the CHEL-
TENHAM free {chool, died in 16§4. A table of
benefa&ions to the parith is alfo affixed to the
top of the north fide of the aile.

SIECATO N 1V.

THE TOWN, HOSPITAL, PUBLIC. CHARITIES; AND
SCHQOLS.

ELTENHAM is laid out in the eafy
form of an’S, running from S.S. E. to

N. N. W. and confifts principally of one regu-
Tar, {pacious :and ‘handfome fireet, about a
mile in length. ‘Thus difpofed, it conveys to
the eye an idea of greater extent, and has a
much moge pleafling effect than the ftrait ap-
pearance of a thoroughfare. The houfes here
are chiefly of brick, though plenty of good
{tone
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{tone might be had from the quarries near at
hand. At prefent the ftreet is greatly encum-
bered with certain old coarfe buildings fup-
ported on ftone pillars: thefe are called the
Corn Market, Butter Crofr, and another below
them neither hasnor merits a name #*. A little
farther down, is a kind of cage or prifon, built
of ftone, and not unfuitably decorated with
the infcription infront, “Do well and fear nét.”
It is hoped that objelts fo very unfightly will
foon be removed, and the neceflary accom-
modations for marketting, &¢. placed on fome
moré réetired and convenient {pot.

Just belew thefe, on the fouth fide of the
fireet, a narrow avénue leads on to the church-

yard, which is rendered fingularly agreeable

and crofs through it. At the end of one of
thefe walks, arched over by an almoft impene-
trable fhade, is erécled a {mall alcové with a
feat ; over which, in the front, fome well-
meaning fon of Apelies hath depicted a female
form, reclined againft 2 pillar, and contem-

* An old uninhabited houfe belonging to a Mr. Hayward.
plating
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Jambs only, which are then brought hither in
great abundance. At the September fair, a
ftatute alfo is held for the hiring of men and
women f{ervants; and at the other four are
{old pedlary and other wares, toys, &c.

A coNsIDERABLE trade is here carried on for
malt made in the town, but it is faid not to
be of {o extenfive a nature as formerly. The
only manufa&ure purfued at prefent in CHEL-
TENHAM is in white cotton ftockings, which
for finenefs, texture and value, may vie with
thofe of mofl towns : great quantities of them
have of late years been fold in the neighbour-
hood, or exported to London and elfewhere,
" and are much efteemed. The women and
children of the poorer fort comb and fpin
woollen yarn for the clothiers about Stroud,
in this county ; near which town, upon the
hills of Cotfwould, the fleeces are fuperlatively
goad : and it is recorded, that the celebrated
breed of fheep which produces the fine Spanifh
wool, was originally raifed from fome of the
Cot{would fheep, fent as a prefent to the King
of Spain by one of our good-natured Sove-
.rg@gns.

E - TuERE
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to the charitable purpofes of the refpective
donors.

Anp, in the year 1704, the Rev. William
Stanfby, Vicar of Badgworth, left an eftate
there, which lets at 141. a-year, for appren-
ticing boys: of which fum that parifh is to have
51. Churchdown 3L and CHELTENHAM the
overplus yearly.

HEeRE is a boarding-fchool for young ladies,
kept by Mrs. Anfel ; and another for young
gentlemen, under the care of Mr. Wells, who
alfo takes day-fcholars: fo that parents who
bring down or fend their children hither
for the benefit of the Spa, may avoid lofing
time in their education. At the bottom of the
town are a quakers and an anabaptift meeting.

AccorRDING to an account publifhed in the
year 1712, there were 321 houfes in this pa-
rith, and about 1§00 inhabitants: the numbers
are {ince much increafed, and now eftimated
at about 4oo houfes, and 2000 inhabitants.
Here is at prefent a great want of conve-
nient Lodging Houfes, to accommodate the com-

pany
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pany fuitable to their rank and ufual mode of
living ; nor is it doubted, but that a becoming
{pirit for this purpofe, which is now begin-
ning to exert itfelf, will foon remove this
principal and daily-increafing defect. Such
indeed of the town’s people as let their
apartments, are mutuvally emulous to fit them
up in the neateft. manner for the reception of
{trangers; but many do not let lodgings,—in-
duced folely to refide at CHELTENHAM from the
pleafantnefs of its fituation; and feveral of
the more ancient houfes are too {mall for the
purpofe, and never were intended for it.

ProrosALs have lately been drawn up, and
fubfcriptions fet on foot by Mr. Miller, the
prefent worthy Renter of the Sra ; a gentle-
man, whofe purfe, as well as time, and every
attention, are liberally devoted to the comple-
tion of a fet of New Buildings, fomewhere near
the Public Walks. Several other gentlemen
have joined in the plan, which muft certainly
prove of eflential advantage to invalids *,

and

* The ingenious Mr. Guthrie obferves, that one part (and
that eertainly no fmall one) of the falutary virtues afcribed to
the
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a well-conftructed ferpentine gravel walk, 106
yards long, and ten feet wide, planted on either
hand with a neat quickfet. To the right of
this walk, within *“The Grove,” a pretty in-
clofure fhaded with lofty trees, is a large ftately
manfion of modern ftructure, called by way of
diftinétion T%e great Houfe ; the chief part of
which is generally let out in commodious
Jodgings for the company. Its vicinity to the
Long Room and Well renders it a: very con-
venient refort for cards, dancing, tea-drinking
and other parties, who meet here every even-
ing in the week during the {eafon, Mondays ex-
cepted, and make a fubfcription for Mrs. Field,
the prefent pofleflor.

You next enter a pleafantfield, called CHURCH
MEAD ; ! '

——*¢¢ The filent mead,
Where the murmuring rivulet flows; .
Where the elm extends her fhade,

And each rifing beauty blows.”

FL

" TarRoUGH this 2 gravel walk, fix feet wide
and above 270 feet in length, leads to the ri-
ver €helt; who winds his humble current

| round
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round the bottom of the Will-walks and other
grounds adjacent, and in his courfe turns fe-
veral overfhot mills for the grinding of corn.
Aflight draw-bridge is thrown over the {tream,
and intreduces to the public parade, whofe
beauty muft firike the moft common obferver;
extending in a ftraight line by a gentle af-
cent to the famous SpriNG, the nature and
excellency of whole waters merit a difting
confideration.

Tuts, which I would call The Lowza
GrAND PARADE, is 200 yasds long. and about
20 feet wide: it has an orcher< bot: wn the
right and left, and is fkirted on each fide with
a quickfet, and a grafs border three yards wide;
along which is a beautifully nniform planta-
tion of tall ftraight elms, placed at equal dif~
tances of about 12 feet from each other, and
diffufing a meft delightful ‘fhade ip the hotteft
weather. '

Asove the Spring is a fimilar walk, planted
.on either hand with high flowering limes, of
fingular verdure and fragrance in the {ummer
anoenths, This Upper PARADE is jJog yards in

length ;
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Park, before the houfe, is placed a fine lofty
column, on which is a ftatue of Queen Anne,
larger than the life. This pillar is near a mile
diftant from the houfe. Place your back to-
ward the pillar, and you fee the beantiful
tower of the parifh church of Cirencefter, {o
immediately rifing in the centre of the man-
fion, that an obferver might be eafily induced
to believe the tewer was a part of his Lord-
fhip’s houfe, were it not of a different colour *.
I cannot omit te obferve upon this head,
that the {pire of St. George’s Church Bloom{-
bury, in Middlefex, placed dire&ly behind the
Britith Mufeum, prefents a {imilar effet to the
fpectator from the fields leading to Pancras,
in front of that noble edifice,

THE Court in which the Well ftands is a
quadrangle of near eleven yards: ontwo fides
of which are placed THE OLp and New Roowm.

¥ In the ¢ New Hiftory of Gloucefterfhire,” printed
by Mr. Rudder, at Cirencelter, in folio, A.D. 1579, is given
a very neat print of this view. To the Editor of that ela-
borate and ufeful work, the Writer of the prefent is happy
in the opportunity to acknowledge his pamphlet under great
obligations,

F 2 The
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produce of all things for the accommodation
and innocent pleafures of life. Under the {fandy
furface lies a f{trong, thick, bluifth clay, or
marle : the plot around is an inclofure, about
the centre of which a flow Spring was long
{ince obferved to ooze out, which {pread it-
{elf a few yards upon the furface, and then
difappeared ; being either evaporated by the
{un, or abforpt by the {oil ; yet leaving much
of its {falts behind.

To this fpot came daily flocks of pigeons,
either to feed on thofe falts, or to drink the
liquid ; of which at length one Mr. Mafon in
particular took notice. It had allo been re-
marked, that in hard frofty weather, when
other {prings were faft bound, this alone con-
tinued in its fluid ftate ; and upon trial it was
found to be cathartic. Mr. Mafon, being pof-
{efled of fome land adjoining, within eight or
ten yards of the Spring, dug to a confiderable
depth in his own ground, expeéting to find
the original there ; but miffing it, he in the
year 1718, became proprietor of the field by
purchafe, together withthe Spring. It was then
circumfcribed withina kind of well, and a little

G fhed
























- THE CHELTENHAM GUIDE. 49

Hence the moft eminent of the faculty have
recommended them for all {corbutic and bi-
lious complaints, though of long ftanding;
acidities in the ftomach, whether from flatu-
lency or indigeftion ; habitual coftivenefs; ob-
ftructions of the liver or fpleen *; leprofy,
- king’s evil, and the diforder called St. Antho-
ny’s fire ; inflammations in the eyes, and all
other inflammatory cafes of whatever kind,
whether proceeding from f{tone, gout, or gra-
vel : under all which circumftances they are
efteemed of f{overeign efficacy, when accom-
panied, as they ever fhould be, with gentie
exercife, and a proper regimen of diet.

SucH are the gemeral cafes, in which the
CHELTENHAM SPRING is calculated to admi-
nifter relief and health. But although ijts
benign fiream may thus be taken at any pe-

* Over the Fountain of Pouhon, in Germany, the celes
brated original Spa, whence all others derive their appellation,
are engraven the following lines, expreflive of its virtues; and
equally applicable to the effects of the CRELTENHAM WELL,
as above enumerated,

Obftrutum referat, durum terit, humida ficcat,
Debile fortificat, fi tamen arte bibis.

H ri Ud 3
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IV. In the Scurvy, thefe waters fhould be
taken for five or {ix weeks together, at the
Spring-head ; or, if that be inconvenient to the
patient, then for eight weeks fucceffively at a
diftance: and this by reafon of that part of
the efficacy, or wvivida vis, which the water
may have loft by carriage.

V. In eryfipelas, and inflammations of the
eyes, the CHELTENHAM waters may be ufed at
all feafons of the year ; and in thofe diftempers
they {hould be applied plentifully, as immediate
evacuations are requilite to remove them,

V1. Thoefe invalids of a delicate conftitution,
who have any valuable defigns to anfwer from
thefe waters, fhould make fhort and eafy jour-
nies to them, in hot weather efpecially ; and
not fatigue themfelves by over-travelling.
And when arrived at CRELTENHAM, they fhould
not begin to drink the water for a day or two,
till the body is cool, and undifturbed from the
change of place.

LastLy. It is neceffary to obferve rules in
dict, exercife, &c. during the courfe of drink-

ing
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ing the CHELTENHAM waters ; 25 in the ufe
of all other medicinal applications whatfoever.
This rule is equally good for the benefit of
the invalid, and the credit of the water. Intem-
perance of every kind militates powerfully
againft them both: and all luxurious indul-
gence, in thofe who profefs themfelves candi-
dates for health, is but adting the {cene of

Penelope’s web over again;

¢ The night unravelling what the day renew’d.”

Tae moft eminent phyficians recommend
thefe waters as the beft preparative for drink~
ing the Bath waters.

Tae reader will excufe the length of the
above remarks,on an interefting {ubject; which,
confiftently with juftice to the waters them-
{elves, and to thofe for whofe comfort they
are defcribed, the writer knew not how bet-
ter to abridge from the larger performances
of their learned authors,

An eminent phyfician, Dr. Smith of Oxford,
ufunally refides here during the {ummer {Fafon.
| - SECTION
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A xeAt pyramidal ma.“le monument is
ereted in the North Chapel, to the memory
of Mrs. Prinne, lady of the gentleman before-
mentioned ; and alfo of Mrs. Hunt, their
daughter.

b To Charlten Kings is a very pleafant
afternoon walk, for tea-drinking parties,
whem it were to be wifhed fome of the inha-
bitants would make preparations in their
fhady gardens to accommodate. 'I'heir atten-
tion to this hint could not fail of encourage-
ment and {uccefs in the CuErTENRAM {cafon.

II. DowpESWELL is about five miles ealtward
from CHELTENHAM, f{ituated on a fine and fer-
tile fpot of the Cotelwonld country. The
turnpike road from Gloncefter to Oxford leads
through this parith : and at Frogmill and
The Crofi Hands (fometimes called Kilkenny
Houfe), are pretty good accommodations and
refrefhments if neceflary for parties in their
rides this way. ’Tis ufval for thofe who
have not their own carriages, on coming to
CHELTENHAM, to take poft chaife from Frog-
mill thither, the Gloucefter vehicles fetting

them
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over the gently-floping hills, are exceedingly
~ agreeable, and at every hundred yards ex-
hibit fome new and plealing {cene.

III. WaiTtiNGTON, near five miles to the
fouth-eaft of CHELTENHAM, is a{mall parifh, in
the diftri&t of Cotefwould, confilting moge of
arable than pafture ground: the village is fhel-
tered from the porthby fome very lofty and well
cultivated hills, whofe verdant and fertile tr.ips
are adorned with plantations of firs. The ri-
ver Coln, a very pretty trout ftream, rifcs with
a {fmall head at this ;}lace, and growing miore
confiderable as it proceeds, gives name to
feveral villages throngh which it paffes on its
courfe to Fairford ; (about twelve or fourteen
miles from CueELTENHAM) where it mixes
with the Thames,

Mrs., Tracy of Sandiwell is the prefent
Lady of the Manor of Whittington ; and has

right of prefentation to the living, a re&ory
of about 200l, per annum. The church is

{mall ; has two chancels north and {outh; an
aile on the fouth fide, and a low wooden tur-
ret in the middle.
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fwo hundred pounds ; but that not being fufficient,
Ralph Boteler, Lord Sudley, finifhed the work;
after which it was dedicated to St. Peter,—and
this is the pau{h church.

HERrEe are two annual fairs held on the 6th
of May, and 28th of July. The market is on
Saturday; and as the town is feated in a rich
vale, the fairs are ufually well {upplied with
cattle and’ draught-horfes; but the market is
very incenfiderable.

About two miles north-eaft from Winch-
combe are the venerable remains of Hayles
Abbey, ereCed in the year 1246, by Richard
Earl of Cornwall, King of the Romans, and
brother to King Henry IIL in tonfequence of a
vow which he had made at {ea in an hour of
imminent danger. 'To this place he brought
twenty monks of the Ciftertian order from
Beaulien in Hampthire. It wasa mitred abbey;
and Stevens in his Monafticon, from a lift of
abbots fummoned to parliament, informs us
that the abbots of this houfe, and of Hales
Owen in Shropthire were ufually fummoned to-
gether. The Abbot’s houfe was a large hand-

L fome
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old one built in King Stephen’s reign. One
part of the new {tructure was called Portmere’s
Tower, after the name of the French Admiral,
who, as tradition informs us, was taken prifoner
by Lord Sudley; to whom the King gave Port-
mere’s ranfom, which was{uppofed tohavebeen
nearly fufficient for building the whole caftle,

Trus happily nefted as in a rock, the Baron
might well be {uppofed to enjoy a quiet fhel-
ter; but, fo flu¢tuating it feems was the then
{tate of public affairs, that the fubjet was fafe
neither in his perfon nor his property, and
the favourite of one reign was generally ob-
noxious to thefucceeding. Ralph, Lord Sudley,
was {ufpected of having a ftrong attachment
to the Lancaftrian family; and King Edward -
IV. attaining the crown, caufed him to be ap-
prehended at his caftle, from whence he was
carried to London. On coming to the top of
Sudley-Hill, and like a fecond Orpheus looking
back, he exclaimed, ¢* O Sudley Caftle! thouart
¢ thetraitor,notl;” apprehending the King’sde-
{ign of feizing this Naboth’s Vineyard, although
he had committed no act that could legally
fubject his eftate to confifcation, Accordingly

it
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mithing ; and Sir William Waller arriving
within a few hours; fummoned Sir William
Morton; the governor of the caftle, who
valiantly refufed to furrender. At this crifis
an accidental fhot taking off the head of the

chief gunner in the caftle*, is thought to have
intimidated the common foldiery; and though

the governor was an active man in the King’s
fervice, and had great reputation for his valour

and general underftanding, he gave up the caftle
and himfelf to the parliament, without even pro-

viding for the indemnity of his perfon. In this

ftrenuous confli&t nine captains and twenty-two
{ubaltern officers were made prifoners of war,

and a quantity of cloth was found there by the
victors, to the value of four thoufand pounds.

Ar that time it is fuppofed the caftle was en-
tire: but a great part of it has been fince fhame-
fully demolifhed ; and, too probably, much
more of its venerable walls would have fhared
the {fame rude fate, but for the more liberal {pi-
rit of Mr. Lucas its prefent poffeffor, in whofe

* Marks of the cannon-fhot through the walls are {till
vifible, both on the caftle, and ruins of the chapel adjacent.

hands
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It lies partly in the vale; and the circumjacent
country conlfifts of a rich pafture foil, with a
{fmall proportion of tillage, though the corn
produced here is very good. Another part of
the parith f{tretches up the weftern fide of
that majeftic range of hills, which f{eparates
the vale from the Cotefwould country. The
river Swiliate, rifing out of Preftbury-Hill, paf*
fes by Swindon, Elmf{tone and Tredington, and
empties its ftream into the Upper Avon, a little
below Tewkfbury. Here are alfo feveral other
good {prings iffuing from the uplands, Many
of the company at CHELTENHAM refort hither
to tea-drinking, or as a pleafant evening walk ;
for which, like Charlton, it is very welkadapted,
and the good people are decent and obliging.

It Henry IIDs time, Preftbury was a market-
town: hiow long it continuned fuch is uncertain.
Perhaps 1its vicinity to CHELTENHAM and
Winchcombe might render the charter ineffec<
tual or needlefs; and their Iofs of the patronage
of the Bithop of Hereford, from whom the
manor was taken at the reformation, foon re-
duced the town to the condition of 2 coun-

try
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family it is faid have refided in the village up-
wards of four hundred years.

N.B. THE road to Preftbury is a very great
reproach to thofe, whofe charge and duty it
is to keep it in far better repair| At prefent

it is really almoft impaflable, even for theit
peafants., -

VIIL SoutnAM is ahamlet, or large tithing of
the parifh of Bifhop’s-Cleeve. Here Thomas
Baghott De‘labert, Efq. a bachelor, related to
the gentleman laft mentioned, has an ancient
feat and fine eftate. 'The houfe ftands very
pleafantly in the Summer f{eafon, though not
confpicuous but on a near approach; being, as
Milton phrafes it, * bofom’d high in tufted
trees.”’ It isfaid to be one of the greateﬁ curio-
fities in the county of Gloucefter; a low build-
ing, but {pacious, in the ftyle of Henry IV. or
about that period. The hall floor is paved
with painted bricks, brought from Hayles
Abbey, which once ftood in this neighbour-
hood, and foon after the diffolytion of that vene-
rable manfion. There are many curious devices
upen them of different kinds, containing the

Namcs
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names and rebufes of the names of the abbots,
Ford and Melton. 'The bricks are in exceed-
ingly good prefervation, and deferve to be fo
kept, as valuable remains of the abbey to which
they belonged. The hall is likewife decorated
with great numbers of efcutcheons and arms,
amongft which efpecially are thofe of Richard
Duke of Cornwall, as King of the Romans, and
founder of Hayles Abbey ; of the Delaberes,
and of other ancient families. There are al{o
in this houfe many paintings of eminent perfons

who flourifhed in former times; particularly
a whole length figure of Edward the VIth.

done upon oak, which is much admired : fome

‘of the other pieces are injured by time. Mr.
Delabere abovementioned is the prefent lord
'of the manor of Southam, whofe anceftors
came into England with King William the
Conqueror ; and may a family {fo refpectable
be long continued to their country.

IX. Haywmes is of it{elf a mancr, lying under
Winchcembe-Hill, in the tithing of Southam.
Sir Will. Strachan, Bart. of Nova Scotia, a few

years fince built a very handfome feat here,
upon
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trouble you with a laconic fketch of the town
and its inhabitants, which may perhaps be of
fervice to thofe who. frequent it in future.
'The town of CHELTE#HAM,' from its fituation
(which is in a vale, {furrounded on every fide
with high rugged hills, covered with deep
{ands) would, in all probability, have remained
unnoticed to the end of time, had not the {pa
attracted the attention of the public. This
feems to be the general opinion of the mhabl-
tants, if we may judge from the little pams
they luve taken to decorate or improve them-
{elves or habitations. They likewife feem dif~
pleafed that chance fhould ever have brought
them to public notice, by their conftant
oppofition to every improvement, for the con-
venience and accommodation of thofe who vifit
them. This narrow-minded mode of thinking,
we may naturally conclude, leads them on to
infolence and impofition. Thus emerging as
they are from a ftate of obfcurity, did they
poffefs the underftanding of rational creatures,
we might expect to {ee attention, affiduity, and
care, to deferve the favours of the public:
but this {feems to be diftant from their ideas;

and thofe whofe health necellarily obliges them
2 to







































