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PR“.&HE; 31

‘means of obtaining for them local instructors, and
they are unwilling or unable to send them to distant
asylums, to receive the necessary instruction to fit them
for being useful members of a Christian community.

I hope, therefore, when so much has already been
done by our clergy, to promote instruction for the
rising generation, and to propagate the seeds of Chris-
tianity in distant lands, that they will be the foremost
in lending their aid to establish local institutions for
educating the deaf and dumb. Let them, therefore, as
the vicegerents on earth of Him who said, ¢ Thou
« ghalt not curse the deaf,” give every encouragement
to local seminaries, so that those unfortunate objects
of the human race, who by the prejudices or poverty
of their parents, have hitherto been consigned to obli-
vion, may in future find the means of instruction at
local schools, where they can be occasionally visited
by their friends, to comfort them in their solitary se-
clusion, and administer to their wants. The preju-
‘dices of parents, when centered in affection, will
readily be excused by liberal minds.

Let the leaders of our land, therefore, no longer al-
low the solitary deaf to die in ignorance of the true
God, ¢ and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent ;" from the
want of support to local institutions.

The number of children born deaf, will be found
greater than is generally supposed ; and were the esta-
blishments for their instruction advantageously situ-
ated, many individuals would be presented for instruc-
tion, who are presently hid from public notice ; partly
from the disagreable feelings which arise in the
breasts of parents, at the idea of parting with their
children to go to a distant place ; and the thoughts,
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of how uncomfortable their dumb offspring must at first
feel when placed in the midst of strangers, beyond
the reach of all acquaintances and relations. E

It must not be understood, that I here insinuate,
that deaf people should be educated only to live among
their relations, and persons of their own unfortunate
condition.  On the contrary, they should be brought
up, so as to become useful members of society, and to
mix with others, as they follow after their various avo-
cations, and pursuits through life. The use of speech,
when it can be attained, is therefore the more neces-
sary to them.

With some people itis a matter of doubt, ¢ whether
“ the advantages of speech to the deaf, is a sufficient
¢ compensation for the time and labour consumed in
¢ attaining it ?” In as far as regards their intercourse
with society, this may be made a question of utility,
that, in some measure, depends upon the future desti-
nation and condition in life of the individual in ques-
tion. But when it relates to the expansion of intel«
lect, the cultivation of the human mind, and the bene-
fit of an immortal soul, the utility of teaching the
deaf the use of speech, where it can be attained, be-
comes more than apparent to all well thinking minds.

The practice of teaching a deaf pupil articulation,
and the use of speech, produces an active operation in
his mind, that is never brought into excitation by any
of the other parts of dumb education. The ideas of
the memory and understanding are associated, which
paves the way for his acquaintance with objects, acs
tions, and results. The ideas of personal identity un~
fold themselves ; and by the greater expansion of the
pupil’s mind, the consciousness of future existence
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#,

is never to be attempted but with one pupil at a time.
And where the organs of speech are perfect, there is
no doubt of success. It is necessary, however, to in-
sure complete success, that the teacher be determined
to bestowboth time and labour to this arduous undertak-
ing ; to which must be added, every mild art, and kind
treatment, to encourage the perscverance of the pupil,
who will thereby learn to rely entirely on the approba-
tion of his teacher ; who on his part must endeavour to
keep the pupil in good humour by making him be-
lieve he is doing well ; and the instructor should exer-
cise every indulgence towards his pupil consistent with
his situation,

Before proceeding to describe the method of teach-
ing the deaf pupil to speak, it is necessary to consider
how the various sounds of the human voice are pro-
duced; and point out and describe the determinate rules
by which the pupil can clearly comprehend the posi-
tion in which he must place the organs of speech so as
to produce articulate sounds. By which are meant
those modulations of the veice, or of sound, emitted
from the thorax ; which are formed by means of the
mouth and its several organs, the teeth, the tongue, the
lips, and the palate.

Philologists are agreed, that, vocal sounds are pro-
duced by vibrations in the expired air as it passes
through the larynx; and, that, the strength or softness
of those sounds depends upon the force with which
the breath is expelled from the lungs ; and also,
that the various tones of which the human voice is
susceptible, is chiefly owing te change of dimensions
" in the windpipe, and the different positions of the ap:
glottis.
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teeth, and its tip is beld firmly to the roof of the mouth,
near the fore teeth; and the instant the sound begins
the tongue is smartly moved dewnwards with the
under jaw.

F. When the sound of this consenant begins, the un«
der lip is brought up so as to press against the upper
foreteeth, and the breath passes between them whilg
the sound is continued.

G. In sounding g the edges of the tongue are ap-
plied to the upper jaw-teeth, and its back part is placed
closely to the velum of the palate, while its tip is easily
prgssed to the roof of the mouth; and when the sound
begins, the tongue, and under jaw are declined together.

-+ H. When this letter begins to be sounded, the mouth
is kept open, and during the emitting of the sound the
tongue and under jaw are brought upwards until they
be in the same position as at beginning to sound g, only
the breath is expired more forcibly from the lungs.

K. In sounding % the back part of the tongue is
placed so closely to the velum of the palate that it
shuts up the passages from the thorar, at the same time
the breath is urged against it, and the instant it opens
the sound has that acute expression required.

L. During the sound of / the mouth is open, and
when the sound begins the tongue is turned up and
drawn back, and its tip applied to the roof of the mouth,
between the upper jaw-teeth, after which the breath
passes between the teeth and sides of the tongue in
prolonging the sound.

M. At beginning to sound m the mouth is open, but
when the sound is emitted the lips are brought close
together, after which the breath passes through the
nostrils, while the sound is prolonged,

























18 EDUCATION OF THE DEAF AND DUMB.

As soon as the pupil is capable of writing, and cal-
culation, the teacher should explain to him, at conve-
nient intervals, the meaning of words, by connecting
them into sentences. And here it is of the utmost im-
portance to the teacher, to acquire a clear comprehen-
sion of the natural signs of his pupils, Instead of
adopting methodical signs, as recommended by M. Si-
card, in his system, the teacher should here for a time
become the pupil, and learn from his pupils that pan-
tomimic language by which they express their inward
thoughts, and feelings., This language is peculiarly
their own, and the alacrity and fulness with which
they express thenmelvez, in conveying their meaning, is
truly surprising.

The instructor should study at the benmnmg, what
signs are used by his pupils to denote any of the fami-
liar objects that may be in view; such as a knife, pen,
book, &e., and write down their names; and by giving
the signs in return to the pupils, try them to find ous
the names. Dut as this fund will soon be exhausted,
recourse must be had to systematic arrangement, by
adopting the method of classification.

Classification is to be effected by picturesque repmn
sentation, something similar to hieroglyphics ; with this
difference, that each general class must be arranged
together, and the names of the objects annexed to the
picture, with their use, and other circumstances thereto
connected,

Examples of tables are annexed, and the following
rules will serve for constructing any number required..
Procure pieces of pasteboard covered with paper, of a
sufficient size whereon to write the names and uses of
each general class; and leave empty spaces at each
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with cause and effect, made easy and faniiliar by the
- accompanying pictures, as representative of the actions,
- as he advances in reading this simple tale.

The pupil being now arrived at that stage of im-
- provement wherein he is supposed to be capable, in
- some measure, of managing his own ideas and com-
~ mitting them to writing, must now be left to the choice

of his own subject and mode of expression. His first
attempts will no doubt be incorrect and obscure, and
it wil require some time before he can express his
ﬂmughta in regular language, by the assistance of his
tutor correcting him as he proceeds.

Below is inserted two specimens. The first was writ«
ten by a young man who is both deaf and dumb; he
“being one of a family of ten children, five of whom
were born deaf, It is his narrative of a voyage to
London.

¢ I took a passage from Leith in a ship for Londow;
we had a fine passage of two days. The master gave
me my passage for nothing, because [ am deaf. When
I arrived in London, I was surprised with various
shows, some of which I will write. Isaw a shoemaker
making shoes quite blind ; also a tailor making breeches
blind ; also a man making ladies’ fans wanting beth
hands, having an apparatus fixed on his wrists which
answered the purpose of hands. I saw eight men
hanged for forgery, and house-breaking. I was in
a large warehouse, which had brilliant lights, which
they cllb:d gas.”

- The next was written by a deaf girl, who was as-
sisted by the former mentioned young man, in com-
- posing her dream upon the 28th of November, 1817, oc-
- casioned by her having read in the newspaper a de-
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fore beg leave, once for all, to observe, that I have no
new discoveries to unfold on this subject, nor any ab-
surd hypothesis to defend, but what I am willing to
give up, when once I am convicted of error.

My sole aim, in this publication, is to direct the at-
tention of my benevolent readers, to the solitary con-
dition of the deaf’ and dumb, in an uneducated state;
and advocate the cause of those individuals of our own
species, who, without instruction imparted to them,
must continue to live in a state of comparative seclu-
sion from human society, and social intercourse, by
their being cut off from one of the principal inlets to
the human mind, so essentially necessary for convey-
ing instruction to the rational and inquiring soul. It
is also my intention to promote some investigation,
upon hypothetical data, of the supposed causeslin the
conduct of mothers, when in a pregnant state, as af-
fects the sense of hearing in their future progeny.
And, although the circumstances to be adduced are
not conclusive, they will be found, in some degree, in-
teresting.

Upon reviewing the life of inferior animals, it will
be perceived, that the greater part of them pass their
lives in a state of comparative ease and tranquillity.
Their wants are so limited and few, that the bounties
of nature supply them with every thing necessary for
their support and existence. Hence, very few cases
of defective organization are to to be found among the
inferior animals.

When we turn our attention to the vastly diversis
fied scene of human life, and the many accidents to
which the mothers of our own species are exposed, by
the different positions that the body undergoes in per-
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‘“ing grandeur of its scenery. When the play was
“ well advanced, I became a little warm, and at last
¢ fainted ; and the house was so crowded to excess,
‘“ that it was next to impossible to procure any cor-
‘“ dial to relieve me. In a little time I so far recovera
“ ed as to be able to sit up, which unluckily happened
“ at the time of acting that scene, wherein Rollo is
““ mortally wounded by the military, when escaping
“ with Cora's child. "Fhe noise of the fire arms, and
¢ shouting of the spectators alarmed me to such a de-
“ gree, that I became alniost distracted, by sudden
“ gurprise, and awful emotions; and it was with consi-
¢ derable difficulty I could be got removed from the
¢ theatre. I was then pregnant with my beloved son,
¢ and have no doubt but his deafness was occasioned
“ by my folly in going that night to the play-
¢ house, from the sudden fright and emotions I there
4¢ guffered.”

The wife of a miller related the following case.
¢« When pregoant with my child, I saw a person one
& day in danger of being drowned in the mill-pond,
« and the alarm took such a hold of my imagination,
< that, on the following night, 1 dreamed I was drown-
¢ ing; I thought I heard the water rushing into my
* ears, so loud as to awaken me, I felt a little deaf
¢« for some time afterwards, and the child I then ban
¢ was deaf from his birth.”

That similar causes will semetimes produce similar
effects, is beyond a doubt. Our sensations of horror
are often as stropg in our sleep, as when awake. It
must be observed, however, that, in dreaming, our
sense of feeling is, in general, much more obtuse than
those of seeing and hearing. Many instances, how-
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that, in every age of the world, a portion of mankind
have been deaf from their birth. ¢ Who bhath made
“ man’s mouth ? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or
“ the seeing, or the blind 7’ These questions were
put to Moses by Jemovau, when he refused to go
unto Pharaoh, and solicit the departure of the Jews
out of Egypt. And, when Moses afterwards beeame
the lawgiver to the ¢ chosen people,” he received,
among sundry laws, this solemn injunction; “ Thou
¢ shalt not curse the deaf.” And from these passages
it may be inferred, that there were deaf people in
Egypt, and also among the Jews.

We have little more mention of the deaf, in the
sacred records, until Judea became a Roman pro-
vince ; except in the prophecies of Isaiah, foretell-
ing the coming of the Saviour of mankind. ¢ Then,”
saith Isaiah, ¢ the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
¢ and the ears of the deaf be unstopped : the Jame
“ man shall leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
“ dumb sing.”

When our Saviour commenced his ministry the
Evangelist 8t Matthew has recorded that, ¢ the blind
¢« receive their sight, and the lame walk : the lepers
“ are cleansed, and the dumb hear,” It is farther re-
corded by St Mark, that our Saviour ¢ rebuked the
¢ foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf
“ gpirit, I charge thee come out of him, and enter no
 more into him.,”

In the last and present century, many successful
attempts have been made in Europe, to enlarge the
comforts of the deaf and dumb, and to instruct them in
useful knowledge. Mr Braidwood, of Edinburgh, was
perhaps the first who ever broughs the surprising art o
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““he seems to be very desirous of communicating, and
“ transmitting his discovery to posterity; but says
“ (and from the nature of the thing we believe it to be
“ true,) that he cannot communicate it so fully in
“ writing, as to enable any other person to teach it.
“ What a pity, that such a curious and uscful art
¢ should live and die with a single man !” |

- The celebrated Abbe Sicard, whose name I men-
tioned in the Introduction, is the first in notice in the
present age, who has brought this art into a regular
system ; and, for giving publicity to his plans, M. Si-
card instructs his pupils to become teachers : and, be-
fore the reverend Mr Galludate returned to America,
M. Sicard gave him, as an assistant, M. Laurent Clerc,
a deaf pupil, who had acqmred the art of teach:ng
others.

After the return of Mr Galludate from Paris, to the
United States, accompanied by M. Le Clere, as his
assistant, an establishment for educating the deaf and
dumb, was set on foot at Hartford, in Connecticut, and
in a short time 18,000 dollars were subscribed for the
support of this new establishment. The school was
opened in Apnl 1817, and a number of pupils ad-
mitted ; and the establishment is now incorporated by
a legislative charter.

But of all the methods hitherto tried to infuse in-
struction into the minds of the deaf and dumb, none
come up to the experiments of M. de Moret.

M. de Moret, by order of the French government,
commenced his labours upon four deaf children in
1813, which he has continued up to the present day.
The experiments of M. de Moret are highly interesting
to humanity. He has acquired the art of infusing into
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they can communicate their ideas to each other by
signs and feeling, so as the one can comprehend what
the other wants to infuse. The dumb pupil instructs
the blind by the sense of feeling, and makes the
latter understand him by touching different parts of his
body : and the blind pupil conveys his meaning to the
dcat and dumb by signs and outward motions. r

I shall close this Essay, by a comparative statement
of the deaf and dumb, with the aggregate population
of Aberdeenshire ; and, from the sources I have been
favoured with this information, I have reason to be+
lieve it nearly correct.

In the eighty-five parishes in the county of Aber-
deen, there are 71 deaf and dumb persons. Of these,
21 are above 3G years of age, and nine under eight
years old; leaving forty-one, capable, in some mea-~
sure, of being instructed. Of this last number, there are
twenty-three between eight and sixteen years of age,
being the most proper age for instruction. Of the forty-
one, formerly mentioned, seven are in circumstances to
pay for their board and education ; and twelve are capa-
ble of paying only for their education. The remaining
twenty-two being children or relations of people in in-
digent circumstances. Taking, therefore, an abstract
of the whole, there will be found eleven capable of pay-
ing for board, clothing and instruction ; and thirty to
be provided for otherwise with board and education.

But if a regular settlement for their education were
some years established, the number to be taught will
be considerably reduced, by educating the young be-
tween the age of eight and sixteen. Say, therefare,
that in this county, twenty would require to be educated

by public charity.
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idea of distant objects; but he can only be perfectly
conscious of the place where he stands, or to which his
extremities can reach. The living and comprehensive
eye, darts its instantaneous view over distant objects :
expansive valleys, lofty mountains, protracted ri-
vers, and widely extended oceans, are all viewed in
one moment of time. Thus, while the face of nature
is irradiated, to one class of human beings, to delight
their imaginations by views of diversified splendour;
and their understandings invited to expatiate on a the-
atre so large and attractive—to the blind all those ob-
jects are chaos and confusion !

As itis in the infinite wisdom of all that is good,
that some persons are born destitute of eyesight ; in
like manner, it is his goodness to make them amends
another way, by bestowing upon them a greater share
of memory, and other mental powers : and by the as-
sistance of early instruction, they have been known to
acquire as great an extent of intellectual powers as
was ever attained by man; which explains the truth
of this adage,

“ That if one sense shall be suppressed
It but retires into the rest.”

Music has often been pointed out as the peculiar
province of the blind, where they excel all others, and
obtain a livelihood. Dr Stanely, some time organist
of St Andrew’s, Holborn, London, is a stnlung ine
stance of their musical talents.

In teaching the blind the knowledge of letbers. the
characters should be planted upon a board in relicvo,
and by repeated trials of the fingers, the blind pupil
learns to become familiar with the letters by touching
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thematics, are now fully known, and firmly believed,
by the whole literary world. ~ Although blind from his
infancy, Dr Sanderson, by the ardour and assiduity of
his application, not only made ineredible advances in
mechanical operations, in music, and in the languages,
but also acquired a profound knowledge in geometry,
optics, algebra, astronomy, in chemistry, and in all the
other branches of the Newtonian philosophy, as taught
and received by the admiring world.

Dr Moyes, who occasionally gave Lectures of Phi-
losophical Chemistry, at Manchester, lost his sight by
the small-pox, in early infancy. He never recollected
to have seen. ¢ But the first trace of memory I
¢ have,” says he ¢ are some confused ideas about the
“ golar system.” ¢« Possessed of native genius,” says
his biographer, ¢ Dr Moyes, by his ardent application,
““ made rapid advances in various departments of eru-
¢ dition ; and not only acquired the fundamental prin-
¢ ciples of mechanics, music, and the languages, but
“ likewise entered deeply into the investigation of the
¢ profound sciences ; and displayed an acute and ge-
“ neral knowledge of geometry, optics, algebra, as-
¢ tronomy, chemistry, and many other branches of the
¢ occult sciences.”

A remarkable instance is related, of a lady who lost
her sight, hearing, and speech, by the small-pox. In
this melancholy condition, her remaining senses became
so acute, that she could distinguish the colour of silk,
cloth, flowers, and other articles by the touch of her
hand, and she could recognise her acquaintances by
their breathing in her face. She learned to be neat
and expert at needle-work ; her faculty at writing was
truly astonishing, as she could write with characteris«
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comest forth in thy awful beauty, and the stars hide themselves it
the sky. The moon, cold and pale, sinks in the western wave ¢
but thou thyself movest alone: who can be a companion of thy
course ¥ The oaks of the mountains fall; the mountains thems
selves decay with years: the ocean shrinks and grows again; the
moon herself is lost in heaven: but thou art for ever the same,
rejoicing in the brightness of thy course. When the world is dark
with tempests ; when thunder rolls, and lightning glances through
the heavens; thou lookest in thy beauty from the clouds, and
laughest at the storm. But to Ossian thou lovkest in vain ; for
he beholds thy beams no more ; whether thy yellow hair flows on
the eastern clouds, or thou tremblest at the gates of the west.
But thom art, perhaps, like me, for a season, and thy years will
have an end ¢ thou shalt sleep in thy clouds, careless of the voice
of the morning. Exult then, O sun, in the strength of thy youth !
age is dark and unlovely ; it is like the glimmering light of the
moon, when it shines through broken clouds, and the mist is on
the hills ; the howling blast of the north is on the plain, the tra-
veller shrinks in the midst of his journey.”-——CARTHON.

In the Iotroduction to ¢ The Edueation of the
+ Deaf and Dumb,” a plan is suggested for esta-
blishing local seminaries for instructing them in all
manner of useful knowledge. The same plan might
be adopted for endowing provincial establishments for
the reception of the blind. And, were eace such local
seminaries opened to receive pupils, the feclings of
humanity would make donations for their support flow
in from all quarters.

I shall close this pamphlet with an appeal to my
readers (in the beautiful language of an eminent writer
on the nature and qualifications of the blind), which
may justly claim their attention.

« Jt mow remains to demand an answer from society,
¢ Whether it is more humane and eligible, that such
« unbappy persons should be suffered. to languish. eut
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# their lives in torpid and miserable obscurity, wretch-
¢ ed in themselves, and burdensome to others; or to
“ cultivate and improve their powers, in such a man-
¢ per, as may qualify them for internal enjoyment and
~ ¢ public utility ? Surely theve is not a human being
¢ who does not disgrace the works of God, that can be
“ at any loss in answering this question. Have we not
¢ then a right to call the world to an account? Have
“ we not a right to demand, why rational beings, sus-
¢ ceptible of felicity in themselves, and capable of
¢ transferring happiness through the societies with
¢ which they are connected, should be abandoned to
“ a state of insignificance and misery ? Is it possible
¢ that men who are every moment subject to the same
“ contingencies, withwhich theybehold theirfellow crea-
“ tures afflicted, should not, with all their souls, endea-
“ vour to alleviate the misfortunes of their suffering
“ brethren? You who are parents, who feel the
“ strong and powerful pleadings of nature, do not, by
“ a brutal negligence and insensibility, render the ex-
- % istence which you have given a curse to its posses-
“sor. Do not give them cause to upbraid your me-
¢ mory, and to answer those who ask what patrimony
“ you have left them, that their sole inheritance was
“ ignorance, incapacity, and indigence. You men
* of wealth and eminence; you whom Providence
“ has rendered conspicuous on the theatre of nature,
“ to whom it has given the noblest opportunities of
“ participating the divine beatitude, by the exercise
“ of universal benevolence, and genuine patriotism :
‘¢ yours is the glorious province of bringing neglected
‘““merit from obscurity, and healing the wounds
“inflicted by adverse fortune, and of cultivating
























