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Vi PREFACE.

of the weaknefs of human un-
. derftanding prepares the philofo-
Pth mind for the admiffion of
truths, which exceed its capa-
city, upon moral evidence. A
little philofophy leads to atheifm:
a great deal brings back the mind
to religion. Pafchal, Bacon, Boyle,
Berkeley, Maclaurin, Boerbaave,
Newton, Clarke, in praportion as
they explored with fuccefs the
myfteries of creation, feit their
breafts warmed with devotion to
its great Governor and Author.
—The name of HALLER, which
is already fo illuftrious in the
world of letters ; will one day be
venerable and dear to the friends
of religion and virtue, the num-

ber






viii PREFACE.

Jeécond convinced him that the 47~
wine revelations conveyed in  the
holy fctiptures, was a boon wor-
thy of the merciful author of our
nature to, give y and fuch as was
fit for guilty, mortals to receive,,
with humble grautmlﬁ a,nd reve-
Fﬁl}% ;

- There are hours of defpon-
dency and languor in-every hu-
man life, which can neither be
prevented nor remedied by the
moft profperous worldly circum-
ftances, or by the greateft {kill of
man.—The healing art, which
Mr. HaLirer applied with une-
qualled fuccefs to the difeafes of
the body, could not, as he ex-

perienced.






X PREFACE.

himfelf, he was anxious to im-
part to others. Like the Saviour
of the world, he went about do-
ing good to the fouls and bodies
of men. He eagerly feized the
numberlefs opportunities, which
his profeflion of a phyfician gave
him, of convincing thofe with
whom he converfed of the truth,
and of converting them to the
practice of the Chriftian religion.
And this he did, not only by his
inftrucions, but by his example.
For he was charitable to the poer;
he fympathized in the tendereft
manner with the diftrefled ; 'and
was humane and juft in all his
dealings with the {ons of men.

A thoufand
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tendernefs and care. He had
a daughter, dear to him as
his own foul. He knew the in«
quietudes to which the common
lot of humanity would f{ubject
her throughout life, and the fears
that would alarm her tender breaft
at the approach of death, of
which, it was fome confolation
to him, that ¢ be would not live
“ to be the mournful witnefs.” To
her he addrefled, at different
times, but in a regular fucceffion,
thefe Letters, which were after-
wards, by his permiffion; pub=
lithed for the benefit of the
world at large. They have met,
on the continent, and it is to be

hoped
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which flow from the genius and
pious induftry of Chriftians in
different ages and nations, he
attrats to one focus, and thereby
illuminates the object, he means
to illuftrate, by an effulgence of
light which 1s fufficient to pene-
trate and difpel the thickeft
clouds of ignorance, error, and
prejudice.

2dly. It is not only his obje&
to thew that Jefus of Nazareth
was a perfon divinely commif-
fioned from Heaven for the refor-
mation of the world; but that he
was 1n reality the Son of God, and
that he poured out his foul a pro-
pitiation for the fins of men.—

We
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wtt [ ame Faithleads Underftand-
¢ ing blind.”—Yet even there, in
thofe facred walks, where the
grandeur and incomprehenfibility
of the furrounding objects lay
proftrate the powers of the hu-
man mind, he finds room for the
exercife of reafon in the fervice of
the Chriftian caufe. He fhews
the credibility of myfteries which
exceed our comprehenfion, by ma-
nifold analogies taken from the
procefs of nature in the inanimate,
animal, and rational world. He
analyzes, in fome degree, the
ceconomy of Divine Grace, vin-
dicates even the hardeft doGrines
of Chriftianity, if we may be
allowed this expreflion, and

- throughout












XX PREFACE.

former will rejoice in the acquifi-
tion of fo able an advocate for {o
good a caufe: the latter will be
{fomewhat ftartled, when they find
fo univerfal a genius a believer in
Jefus Chrift; for be muft be felf-
conceited indeed, who refufes
even to examine a religion of
which HALLER was a difciple; a
man {o deeply verfed in orzental,
claffical, and modern languages ;
and in {cience of every kind, me-
taphyfical, matbematical, phyfiologi-
cal, moral, and theological.—The
various knowledge of the author
appears even in this little volume
of familiar epiftles to his daugh-
ter. Nor will any perfon who
reads them, imagine that he made

a difplay
2






























































































































30 BAROGN HALLER’S LETTERS

wifhes. When heavy bodies, by their
own weight, defcend to the earth, this
alfo is a caufe of pain and inquietude ;
it would have them aét in repugnance
to the laws of gravitation. In the in-
fant, we fee the effe&ts of felf-love;
it there reigns abfolute. Before he
lias been capable of feeling the influ-
ence of example, he oppofes his feeble
{trength to every conftraint ; he feizes,
with a kind of fury, whatever he de-
{ires; he fnatches from another infant
his toys ; and invades, like an Alexan-
der, what is not his own; like him
too, he triumphs over his fpoils, and is
deaf to every remonftrance of reafon.
When the infant is advanced ia
years, and reafon begins to exert its
powers, he then perceives that the
world 1s not his own, but that other
‘men have the fame pretenfions and {i-
milar claims to what he would appro-

priate




























































§0 BARON HALLER’S LETTERS

dent, when we reflect on the oppofi-
tion which Chriftianity encounter-
ed at its commencement; for we
are not to confider thofe men, who
were commiffioned to announce this
do&rine, revealed at firft to them, as
poffeffed of natural powers only; the
apoftles were endued with extraordi-
nary gifts, and therefore were above
the common level of mankind: they
had feen the Mediator who was to
effect this redemption; they had en-
joyed the benefit of his converfation ;
had always attended, and even lived
with him. Other perfons likewife,
whom they had converted to the
faith, had been eye-witnefles of the
actions of Jefus, and fupported the
narrations of the apoftles, by their
own teftimony. The ambafladors of
the heavenly meflenger were armed,
if T may fo exprefs myfelf, with fu-

pernatural
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to form our judgment; thefe are con-
fined within certain limitations, be-
yond which we cannot penetrate.
Who can comprehend, for example,
a Being, who hath exifted from all
eternity, and who 1s without begin-
ning? Yet the enemies of revelation
confefs the neceflity of fuch a Being;
demonftrative evidence forces from
them this confeflion. Is not this ac-
knowledging, that a thing really ex-
ifts, which however is repugnant to
all our conceptions ? And are not the
divifibility of bodies, and their mo-
tions, amongft thofe things which are
incomprehenfible ? The laft is proved
by the evidence of the fenfes; but
yet the underftanding forms no clear
idea of it; the firft is admitted from
the proofs of reafon, though it has all
the appearance of impoffibility. This
inftance hath been often propofed ; it

18
























66 BARON HALLER’S LETTERS

pugnant to the happinefs of fociety.
But they condemned only the ac-
tion itfelf; #hat alone they thought
worthy of punithment—a diftin&ion
not only abfurd, but in fome mea-
fure a felf-contradi¢tion. When a de-
bauched perfon fills his imagination
with obicene pictures, the lewd ideas
which he recalls, fail not to ftimulate
his defires with a degree of violence
that he cannot refift. This will be
neceffarily followed by gratification,
unlefs fome external obftacle fhould
prevent him from the commiffion of
a fin which he had internally refolved
on.

No difhonourable ideas will ever
be formed in the pure foul of a vir-
tuous woman ; but if they fhould ob-
trude themfelves on the mind, and
there meet with a favourable recep-
tion, fhe will be difarmed of her

modefty,
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can oppofe them. Will he not fup-
prefs all thoughts of future punifh-
ment, during the time that he fixes
his affeftions upon prefent pleafures ?
- But the doérine of Chrift 1s not con-
fined to the cutting off the young
fhoots of thefe venemous plants; it
deftroys them in the bud, as the only
means of preventing their growth,
He who hath God always before him
in whom the fear of this tremendous
Judge is one prevailing fentiment,
and whofe judgments are conftantly
before his eyes, will never attend to
the vicious fuggeftions of his own
heart ; he will fhut his ears againft
the voice of thofe enchanting Syrens;
he will not fuffer any impure ideas
to defile his imagination; he will not
even be expofed to the danger of fall-
ing into the laft ftage of a vice, of
which he abhorred the very begin-

| nings.






72  BARON HALLER’S LETTERS

Nothing contributed more than this
perfuafion, to quiet the guilty mind,
~and to banifh from it all fear of the
Almighty—that fear which is the be-
ginning of wifdom. If a king, by the
facrifice of his fon, could deliver him-
{elf from extreme danger, we fhould
fee him armed with a poignard a-
gainit the perfon of one, that is not-
withftanding dear to him, and ea-
gerly fpilling that blood, the effufion
of which is demanded by the fupreme
law of felf-prefervation. If the build-
ing of a facred edifice could expiate
treafons and murders, how little would
they affet the impious hearts of thofe
who could defray this expence ? If a
rich finner, by paying double tythes
out of his large revenues, could ren-
der himfelf acceptable to God, would
he not have the means in his own
hands of tranfgreffing at pleafure, and

with
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confidered as the natural effe¢t of vir-
tuous principles, imbibed in the heart,
though unregenerated. But in ancient
times, this maxim, fo effential to a
pure morality, was altogether un-
known. This is evident from all the
moft ancient poets and hiftorians,
Are not all the gods and heroes of
Homer implacable ?—The kindnefs
of David to Saul, his mortal enemy,
is the only inftance to be met with of
this virtuous temper. We find no
other example of this divine principle,
in thofe rude times of violence and
anarchy.

I cannot quit this fubjeét, without
remarking fome other excellencies of
the morality of Chrift—a morality fo
fuperior to the prejudices of the vul-
gar. Ancientnations in general,adored
as gods fuch as had formerly been men,
and lived amongit them; they fup-
pofed al{o that their enemies had the
| fame
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There is yet another feature which
marks the excellency of the Chriftian
do&rine ; and that 1s, the purity
which it requires in what 1s called
our natural defires; but which are
oftentimes too impetuous to be re-
ftrained by the laws of religion; I
here mean the paffion which unites
the fexes—a paffion which exercifes
dominion over the moft generous and
tender hearts. The philofophers both
of Greece and China, have confidered
this propenfity as neceffarily refulting
from the frame and conftitution of
man; they have therefore treated it
with much lenity and indulgence;
though the abufe of it i1s not lefs
common, nor lefs pernicious; than
either pride or avarice, which two
paffions they have attacked with the
moft powerful arguments, and pdinted
in the blackeft colours. Even the

wife






















































98 BARON HALLER’S LETTERS

the perfons who publifhed abroad
the death—the ignominious death of
their mafter. They accompanied him
in all his labours and peregrinations ;
they were the auditors of his inftruc-
tive leffons ; and being furnifthed with
wifdom which he had communicated
to them, they became themfelves the
teachers of mankind.

Having thus afcended by an hifto-
rical gradation, I come now to Jefus
himfelf, the author of the Chriftian
religion ; who fprung from the royal
houfe of David, and who devoted his
whole life to the great work for
which he was fent into the world.
He taught like one inftructed by God.
As another proof of his divine origin,
he lived without any of thofe faults
and infirmities, to which men are
fubjet. No one could impeach the
reftitude of his condu&t. His life

was
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livering himfelf up to the cruelty of
his enemies, and when his hour was
come, chearfully fubmitting to the
pains of death. If he was an impof-
tor, what could have been his mo-
tive in this proceeding ? The accufa-
tion that he was one, 1 {fo daring an
inftance of impiety, that very few of
the enemies of revelation have dared
to hazard it. Were voluptuoufnefs,
riches or honours, the objeéts of his
purfuit — of him, who conftantly
preached the great duties of religion ;
and who fuffered fome of his difciples
to forfake him, becaufe they were
terrified with the feverity of his pre-
cepts, and would continue no longer
to be witnefles of his miracles, or to
hear thofe leffons, which, in their
opinion, Wwere too pure and holy ?
All the a&ions of our Saviour—
his whole conduét—are perfectly con-
| | fiftent,
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were but feldom written, or fet down
in very few words.

It is, however, inconteftable, that
in the early ages, fallen man had thé
promife of a redeemer. The fage
Perfians, and the Brachmans, whofe
writings have of late years been ftu-
died, fpoke a long time fince, and
with confidence, of the future appear-
ance of a mediator. But what ren-
ders this general opinion the more
eredible, is, that the moft ancient of
all the prophecies relates to this Re-
deemer fo univerfally expected ; which
prophecy is this—zthat the feed of the
woman fbould bruife the ferpent’s bead—
that ferpent which had feduced the
mother of mankind.

When it was faid to Abraham, to
Ifaac, and to Jacob, that in them
Joonld all the mations of the earth be

bleffed,
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danger becaufe of their fon, and who
efcaped death by reafon of their po-
verty and abjet condition.

This Jefus preached his doctrine
without noife and tumult; he did
nothing but what was good; the
reGitude of his conduét was invari-
ably the fame, and never was calum-
ninated ; he was held in refpect dur-
ing the three firft centuries after his
coming into the world, in thofe for-
rowful times when the religion which
he had announced, was condemned
by the laws of the Pagans, mortally
hated both by them and the Jews,
and expofed to the crueleft affaults
—when nothing prevented the ene-
mies of the faith from making the
ftrieft refearches, to difcover any
fault with which they might accufe
its author—in thofe times, when a
learned fophift, at the head of the

firft






































































































162 BARON HALLER'S LETTERS

bers daily increafed, had abandoned
the religion of the murderers of a
mafter, whom they had efteemed and
honoured as a divine perfon ; and had
formed themfelves .into a powerful
fect, who defpifed their dignity, and
defpoiled them of the privileges which
they had enjoyed, and of the title
they had afflumed, of heads and rulers
of the church.

It would have been an eafy matter
for them to have juftified themfelves,
if the refurretion of our Saviour had
not been real. There were living
witneffes, to whom they might have
appealed in refpet to the part they
bore in the tranfation; as they were
prefent, and were able to have given
an accurate and unfophifticated rela-
tion of what they faw. The large
ftone which had been rolled to the
door of the fepulchre, muft have been

fufficient
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timidity, as to betake themf{elves to 2
fhameful flight when the enemies of
their mafter came to apprehend him?
—when the moft refolute amengft
them, at the approach of danger, had
the weaknefs to deny that he knew
this Galilean? In this time of peril,
they betrayed a cowardice which can
hardly be excufed; they forfook that
mafter whofe miracles they had feen,
whofe doctrine, having for a long
time heard, they efteemed as divine,
and whofe power, fo fuperior to the

laws of nature, they had fo often ad-
mired.

After his death, his difciples would
have denied him, if that death had
not been followed by a refurreGion.
Without this laft circumftance, no
credit would have been given to what
he had faid. His difciples would no
longer have cherifhed the hopes of a

fecond
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the world that a man was the Son of
God, whofe death witneffed the con-
trary P—who ufurped the title of Mef-
fiah, and fuffered himfelf to be ho-
noured as fuch, though it muft be
neceflarily known that he was not the
promifed Saviour ?

The mortification alone of being fo
cruelly duped, muft have been fuffi-
cient to have caufed in the minds of
the apoftles, a deteftation of the me-
mory of him whom they had re-
garded as the Son of God—who had
impofed himfelf on them as the pro-
mifed Mefliah, but who was not the
perfon he pretended to be. They had,
befides, other more urgent motives to
induce them to withdraw themfelves
from him, or to deny that they had
been his difciples. ‘Their mafter was
delivered up to the Jewith council
without making any refiftance—was

reduced
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timidated by the profpeét of death,
to which they were expofed in the ac-
complifhment of their grand defign.
To thefe T might add the martyrs
of Japan, who fuffered death with
great refolution, for a kind of Chrif-
tianity that they profeffed, which, at
leaft amongft the greateft part of
them, may be called prejudice or in-
fatuation ; becaufe none of thofe nu-
merous believers knew the fctiptures,
though they feemed to die in defence
of a doctrine which was there taught.
This enthufiafm, I muft confefs, is
no proof of the truth of thofe dogmas,
for which their advocates are infpired
with fuch ardent zeal. Though it
muft be allowed, that the doétrines
for which the martyrs already men-
tioned fo earneftly contended, were
not unmixed with truth; and it was
principally thefe truths which kindled
that
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proved that Jefus Chrift was crucified,
more than a thoufand years before, in
Paleftine, and that he was truly the
Saviour of the world. The Japanefe
had been only informed of thefe
things ; he had not feen them ; he had
not compared the writings of the
prophets with thofe of the apoftles,
neither had he weighed the fa& re-
fulting from it, that Jefus was of a
truth the Saviour of men. This he
had been fimply told, and upon no
other evidence he believed it; and as
it is the cuftom of that people never
to temporize on account of any vio-
lence employed againft them, this
but the more confirmed him in his
perfuafion ; becaufehis perfecutors, in-
ftead of endeavouring to convince him
by argument, attempted to terrify

him by menaces and punifhments.
The Japanefe might be a man of
honour,
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had received his orders and inftruc-
tions, and were with him at the very
time when he afcended into heaven.
All thefe circumftances were fubject
to the examination of the fenfes ; they
could therefore judge of them with
certainty. If then the apoftles had
not feen thefe things, or any refem-
blance of them, they cannot be con-
fidered as enthufiafts actuated with a
good defign. They were, I again re-
peat it, deteftable impoftors, who
deferve the contempt of mankind, for
prefuming to affert as a truth, what
they were well convinced was falfe.
But to return to the queftion, which
Ihavealready propofed. Whence pro-
ceeded that heroic courage, which
ftimulated men fo timorous, fo much
attached to the prefent life and its ad-
vantages, to announce Jefus as the
Saviour of the world; and even in

the
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his people. But at the time of his
fufferings, and of his death, their
faith was ftrangely ftaggered. “ We
¢ hoped, faid they, forrowfully, that
¢ this was He who fhould have re-
¢« eftablifhed the kingdom of Ifrael.”
—At this moment of fear and appre-
henfion, Chrift appeared again alive.
This refurreftion removed every
doubt. They faw in him the glory
of an uncreated being; they acknow-
ledged him to be their God; they
lived for him, and for him they con-
fented to die. This conviction, which
God, who had appeared to them, and
whom they had feen, had operated in
their minds; this irrefiftible convic-
tion, I fay, conduced alfo to the con-
verfion of the world.

The Jews, who, by their feditious
humours, had obliged the judge to
pafs fentence of condemnation againft

Jefus—
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“ but by the communication of the
“ holy {pirit, are but as founding brafs,
‘ or a tinkling cymbal.”—I love ra-
ther, fays he, in his letter to the Corin-
thians, “ to fee you invefted with the
¢« gift of prophecy, than to fpeak in
“ unknown tongues ; for a prophecy,
“ and a knowledge of the fecrets of
“ the heart, produceth a more cer-
“ tain conviction in the minds of your
¢¢ auditors.”—The power of reafon-
ing was much efteemed by this holy
apoitle, on account of its utility, and
the effects it was capable of producing ;
though he pofifefled, in an eminent de-
gree, a fupernatural knowledge of lan-
guages. Upon this principle, he ad-
vifes the Corinthians in what man-
ner they fhould employ their feveral
gifts in their public affemblies; he
directs, that one fhould give place to
another, for the exercife of the ta-

lent
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us to believe that Jefus was a teacher
fentfrom God—we muft neceffarily be-
lieve all that he faid. If he hath neicher
himfelf deceived the world, nor been
the agent of any impoftor, ought we
not to conclude that his word is truth ?
I am fully convinced, my daughter,
of the abfolute infinity of the Supreme
Being. Though our capacities are li-
mited, we have a certain rule where-
by to judge of the greatnefs of God,
which is circumfcribed within no
bounds. The univerfe, of itfelf im-
meafurable in its extent, where the
laws of nature are infinitely progref-
five, and not to be limited by human
reafon—this univerfe, in which are
placed thoufands of funs, more refplen-
dent than this lower fyftem, one of the
fmalleft planets of which we inhabir,
where are placed millions of men and
animals—this univerfe, I fay, whether

( we
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his name; he reprefented himfelf as
the way which was to condu& us to
the father; he called himfelf the en-
voy and minifter of his father; and it
was through his name that he per-
formed miracles.

We fhould betray the caufe of
truth, and at in repugnance to our
own confcience, were we to affert,
that we could fee nothing in Jefus,
but a defcendant of David, and a mere
man. I am often aftonithed at the
inconfiftency with which we may
charge a very numerous fe&, who ad-
mit of revelation, and yet deny the
divinity of Chrift. They feem to me
to act with lefs candour and integrity
than thofe who rejeét it altagether -
becaufe receiving as true the exprefs
teftimonies which have been given of
the extraordinary qualities of Jefus,
they believe, upon that principle, the
truths which he has eftablithed.

Chrift
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truth—to perfuade men of the eer-
tainty of another life, and a future
judgment—to eftablifh fuch a fyftem
of morality as might {anétify us, ren-
der us acceptable to God, reform the
human heart, incline us to defpife the
things of this world, or at leaft to
hold them in no greater eftimation
than they deferve. Experience hath
often demonftrated, and indeed the
nature of things will not permit it to
be otherwife, that a man fubje&t to
error and to fin, is not a fit inftrument
to fucceed in an enterprize of this
kind. He who is polluted with vice,
deprives himfelf of all that authority
and refpet which is neceffary to
command the minds of others, and
fubjugate the human paffions. He
who is obnoxious to error, may be
miftaken in his endeavours to diftin-
guifh good from evil ; he may err in

his
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centuries we have reaped the fruits
of his coming into the world ; our no-
tions of the Deity are more perfeé
than were thofe of the heathens; we
know what we ought to do to pleafe
him ; we have the firm affurance of
a future life, and have received a fyf-
tem of morality, pure and compleat.
To accomplith this grand defign,
it was neceflary that the Mediator
fhould be exempt from evil, nor
fhould even be accufed of any; that
he fhould have a perfe&t knowledge
of the divine Being, and of eternity ;
and that in all difficult cafes which
might arife in the exercife of his im-
portant commiffion, a wifdom, free
from error and incapable of being de-
ceived, fhould dictate to him how he
fhould fpeak, and fhould fo dire&
him in all his ations, that he fhould
neither fear the ingenious malice of

men,
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“ in Jefus.—He, who knew no fin,
¢ was made fin for us, that we might
“ be made the righteoufnefs of God
“ in him.—Chrift hath redeemed us
“ from the curfe of the law, being
“ made a curfe for us; for it is writ-
““ ten—Curfed is every one that hangeth
“ on a tree.~In him, and by his
¢ blood, we have the redemption
«“ and pardon of fins.—Chrift hath
“ fo loved us, as to give himfelf
 for us, an offering and a facri-
“ fice to God, for a fweet-fmelling
“ favour.—He gave himfelf a ranfom
¢ for all, that he might redeem us
‘ from all iniquity.”

Thefe texts may ferve as a founda-
tion to a great number of others, in
all which there is a frequent repeti-
tion of this great truth— This is
“ life eternal, that they might know
“ the only true God, and Jefus Chrift,

& ¢ whom
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found criticifm; they had rather re-
jeét the whole, than agree to the opi-
nion, that man ftood in need of a
ranfom. We thould have lefs reafon
to expoitulate with thefe men, than
with the atheifts, if it was not proved,
that the doctrines revealed are the
word of God and of truth. But to
acknowledge the divine origin of the
Chriftian religion, and refufe to be- .
lieve that Jefus died for us, and that
he hath reconciled us to God, is an
inexcufable contradition, as well of
itfelf, as of the truth which is ad-
mitted. It was not pofiible to ex-
prefs in terms more clear than reve=
lation hath exprefled them, thefe
important doétrines—That men, by
their fins, had forfeited the favour
of God; but that God, out of his
infinite love, had promifed them, by
his prophets, that he would fend his

| 5 only
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mind, an idea at which it revolts:
becaufe the Supreme Being is necef-
farily eternal and infinite, never ceafed
to be, and therefore was not born in
time ; much lefs could he be fubject
to fufferings, to forrow, or to death.
Jefus, indeed, hath fuffered ; he hath
endured inexpreffible forrows; his
will, though abfulu'tely refigned to
that of his Father, could not, how-
ever, withftand the feelings of human
nature, infomuch that he prayed tq
his Father, that the bitter cup might
pals from him. The extreme anguith
of his foul, caufed drops of blood to
fall from his eyes; and fo much was
he deprefled, that he had required the
confolations of an angel. None but
created beings are fufceptible of pain;
but we apply the common modes of
tpeech to objetts of an incorporeal
nature, without perceiving the abufe
¢ of
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the ideas which I have of the juftice
and goodnefs of God.

I will not, however, go fo far as
to fay, that this manner of punifhing
and of pardoning, was the only pof-
fible way which God, in his infinite
wifdom, could adopt. God is Lord
of many thoufand worlds, which, rea-
foning from analogy, may be inha-
bited by other thinking beings. We
know that there are beings fuperior
to man, amongft whom fin hath in-
troduced itfelf ; and that this fuperior
order of intelligences, is employed by
God, as his inftruments in the go-
vernment of the world. In what man-
ner does he there punith faults? Or
how does he reclaim delinquents if
they offend ? Here I have not even a
conjecture tooffer.—The only examplﬂ
we have in {cripture of the punifh-
ment of angels, gives us room to con-

clude,

L
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and impure defire. Eternity was for-
gotten : the threatening afpect of this
dreadful obje@, no longer difturbed
the repofe of mortals; every action
of man was an infringement of the
laws of God. And though the fins of
men could not difturb the felicity of
the Divine Nature, which is infinitely
above the reach of human malignity,
yet they were a diret violation of the
Divine laws—ILaws founded in the
very nature of things, and which fix
the merit or demerit of every a&ion
and every thought with unerring juf-
tice. |

The greateft part of mankind were
reduced to fuch a ftate, that the pu-
rity and holinefs of God could not but
difapprove their actions, and render
them undeferving the Divine favour.
—Had it been better for God to have
abandoned them entirely to the evil

con-
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a guilty world to continue in the com-
miffion of crimes; if he had aban-
doned finful men here below, and to
all eternity, to this miferable condi-
tion, without difcovering his hatred
of fin, he had been no longer Judge
of the world: his reaforiable creatures
would have had no recompence to
hope for, from their attachment to
virtue ; and no punifhment to fear
from their indulgence in vice: they
would have loft all refpe&t for that
juftice which is effential to his nature,
nor have fubmitted to thofe laws,
whofe violation was attended with
no prejudice. All order would have
been confounded; and the natural
connexion that there is betwixt the
good attions of intelligent beings
and happinefs, betwixt their bad
ones and unhappinefs, would have
been diffolved.

But
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ten encreafed their malice. Sicknefs,
accompanied with pious exhortations,
have fometimes produced virtuous re-
folutions ; but they have vanifhed, as
foon as the patient has been reftored
to his health. '

Punithments, it has been {faid,
ought not to be eternal; becaufe
they mutft tend to the reformation of
men. But will the punithments of a
limited time, as a few years for in-
ftance, or even for ages, produce in
man an eternal obedience; fince, in
comparifon of eternity, any dura-
tion which we may affign to thefe
pains, will be but infinitely fhort 2
Would that impatience, that mur-
muring, that reftlefinefs under the
judgments of God, which thefe li-
mited fufferings produce, be removed
by new affli€tions? and from this mode

of reafoning, would there not be re-
quired.
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nation of God, or, in other words, of
his abhorrence of evil. Befides, the
infeparable connexion which there is
betwixt bad altions and the natural
confequences of the difapprobation of
God, would be broken. God treats us
as reafonable beings, endowed with
the liberty of afting: his grace fur-
nifhes us with means which are com-
patible with this free will ; as, exhor-
tations, counfels, and powerful incen-
tives; but, at the fame time, hath
left us the power of refiftance. With-
out this liberty, we fhould be abfurd
and contradiftory beings, having the
faculty of reafoning, but controuled
by the influence of fome exterior a-
gent, which would impofe as una-
voidable a reftraint upon our wills, as
if we were wholly deftitute of the ex-
alted faculties of liberty and under-

ftanding. Our ations would not be
our
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of fatisfaétion; the other will be de-
prived of its object in a place, where
the metal it was fo fond of amaﬂing,
will not be found.—But there is ano-
ther vice much more odious, which
hath a powerful influence over the
foul, and which may follow it into the
world of {pirits. This vice infefted
the feraphims, and was produ&ive of
much vexation in the habitations of
the juft. The vice I mean, is pride.
Human virtue, imperfe& as it is, is
often tarnifhed with this fault—a fault
more odious to God than any other,
and which may even render us un-
happy in heaven itfelf. Pride is that
internal {atisfaction, or that compla-
cency, with which we confider our
own perfections. It prefumes to call
God to an account, and prevents us
from acknowledging our obligations
to him. We may obferve in the works

of
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funk under the weight of the indig=
nation which God hath to fin; his
foul was forrowful even unto death;
in the midft of the pains which he
fuffered upon the crofs, he complain-
ed, that God had forfaken him.
What then muft be thofe fufferings
which could make fuch an impreffion
upon a foul like our Saviour’s; who,
knowing beforehand all that he muft
fuffer, did not voluntarily expofe him-
felf to 1t?

Thefe terrible effets of the hatred
of God to fin, mutft juftify the Divine
purity in the eyes of all intelligent
beings ; they fufficiently prove the
abhorrence of the juft Judge of the
univerfe, of evil, and that he could
not pardon the finner without chaf-
tifement. This proceeding was like-
wife neceffary to reconcile the rights
of juftice with thofe of mercy—that

the
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continues to difplay the eflicacy of
them. But yet without faith and obe-
dience we cannot enjoy that pardon
‘which is the fruit of the fatisfacion
made to the juftice of God. When
we are remifs in the performance of
thefe conditions—when we negle& to
appropriate to ourfelves the promifed
pardon, by an active and operating
faith; when, by a frefh revolt, we aét
in oppofition to thofe eternal laws
which prohibit vice, but which re-
quire the practice of virtue, we lofe
all pretenfions to the redemption
which Jefus hath acquired for us, and
we again incur the indignation of God,
whofe feverity is fo apparent in the
fufferings of Chrift.

But the effect of this fear is render-
ed ftill more efficacious, by the hopes
which the fame objeét creates in our
foul ; God is appeafed; he confiders

fin
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where he dwelt, that we are called to
life everlafting; and thatunchangeable
happinefs will be the rewards of thofe
who are faithful in this thort {pace of
probation.

We are not ignorant of the ftriét
juftice of God, from the forrowful in-
{ftance of our Mediator who fuffered for
us: the condition of men who dif-
pleafe him will be miferable, as it
will be glorious to thofe who are ob-
jects of his grace ; this is a truth,
which no reafonable man will doubt.
Two ways are open before us; the
one, though mortifying to our fenfes,
will neverthelefs become more agree-
able, through his grace, and will in
the end conduct us to unalterable fe-
licity :=—the other, though it may gra-
tify our inclinations for a fhort time,
will at laft plunge us into an abyfs
of endlefs wretchednefs. There are

no
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life and in death, which is unknown
to thofe whofe hearts are not illumi-
nated by the light of the doétrine of
Chrift. -
This world is only a place of trial,
where the weaknefs of man is ftrength-
ened by the power of grace communi-
cated by God. Before the coming of
our Saviour, men were bewildered in
error; were led aftray by the vielence
of their paflions, and wandered about
like loft fheep. But when the great
Shepherd appeared, he called together
the fcattered flock—he went before
them, and conduéted them into the way
which leads to heaven: his country is
ours ; he hath paid for us thofe debts
which we were not able to difcharge ;
we are born again; the re-eftablifh-
ment of our primitive innocence be-
gins with this new life.

The juftice of God is fatisfied by
the
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communicated the charitable defigns
of God concerning our {alvation—that
his juftice hath been fatisfied by the
voluntary f{ufferings of the Saviour;
and that he hath opened a way to the
throne of grace, where we may be re-
ceived as unpolluted beings.

This is a fhort view of revelation.
From what has been faid, it is eafy to
perceive, that it was neceffary for us to
have for a mediator, or for a propitia-
tor, (for fo the fcripture calls him)
fome perfon who was holy, innocent,
and without fault. A finful man might
have {uffered for himfelf only ; though
I fee no reafon to believe that his fuf-
ferings would have been {ufficient even
for himfelf; but it is without a doubt,
that they could not have made atone-
ment for the fins of another, becaufe
he would himfelf have been an ob-

ject
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“ ments, fays our Saviour, he will
“ perceive, that I am come from God.”
—It is the influence of his grace,
which excites in us good defires;
which reprefents to us our ewn un-
worthinefs, and which animates our
fouls with an ardent defire of pro-
curing the favour of God. Thefe are
fentiments, which every wife and ra-
tional man is capable of experiencing.

I am well perfuaded, that we have
in this grace, a powerful fuccour to
liberate us from fin, and make us af-
pire after that conditien which is
more worthy of man.

I muft confefs, that the manner of
the co-operation of grace, is an inex-
plicable myftery ; it is, however, a
revealed truth. ‘The mode of its a&t-
ing is too obfcure for us to compre-
hend. We know not the laws of the
altions of fpirits,. We know not the

| ey manner







































