William of Malmesbury's Chronicle of the Kings of England. From the
earliest period to the reign of King Stephen / William of Malmesbury. With
notes and illustrations. By J.A. Giles.

Contributors

William, of Malmesbury, approximately 1090-1143.
Sharp, John.
Giles, J. A. 1808-1884.

Publication/Creation
London : H.G. Bohn, 1847.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/xuzd7pzr

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































448 WILLIAM OF MALMESBURY. [B: v.

of the churches to God and St. Peter, after much contro-
versy between him and archbishop Anselm, scarcely induced,
even at last, to consent, through the manifold grace of God,
by an inglorious victory over his brother. The tenor of
these disputes Edmer has recorded at great length ; I, to
give a completer knowledge of the matter, shall subjoin the
letters of the so-often-mentioned pope Paschal on the subject.

“Paschal the bishop to king Henry, health. From your
letters, lately transmitted to us by your servant, our beloved
son, William the clerk, we have been certified both of the
safety of your person, and of those prosperous successes which
the divine favour hath granted you in the subjugation of the
adversaries of your kingdom. We have heard too, that you
have had the male issue you so much desired, by your noble
and religious consort, As we have derived pleasure from
this, we think it a good opportunity to impress the commands
and will of God more strongly upon you, at a time when you
perceive yourself indebted to his kindness for such ample
favours. We also are desirous of associating our kindness
with the benefits of God towards you ; but it is distressing,
that you should seem to require what we cannot possibly
grant. For if we consent, or suffer, that investitures be con-
ferred by your excellence, no doubt it will be to the great
detriment both of ourselves, and of you. In this matter we
wish you to consider, what you lose by not performing, or
gain by performing. For we, by such a prohibition, obtain
no increase of influence, or patronage, over the churches ;
nor do we endeavour to take away any thing from your just
power and right ; but only that God’s anger may be dimi-
nished towards you, and thus every prosperity attend you.
Giod, indeed, hath said, Those that honour me, I will

formity to this practice, princes conferred bishopries and abbeys by the de-
livery of a crozier and a ring, which was called their investiture ;: and as
consecration could not take place till after investiture, this, in fact, implied
their appointment also. The popes at length finding how much sach a
practice tended to render the clergy dependent on the temporal power, in-
hibited their receiving investiture from laymen by the staff and ring, which
were emblems of their spiritual office. - The compromise of Henry with
Paschal enacted, that in future the king would not confer bishoprics by the
staff and ring ; but that the bishops should perform the ceremon of
homage, in token of submission for their temporals : the election by these
neans, remaining, nominally, in the chapter, or monastery.






















































































































































498 MODERN HISTORY. e

BOOK II.

In the year 1139, the venom of malice, which had long been
nurtured in the breast of Stephen, at length openly burst
forth. Rumours were prevalent in England, that earl
Robert was on the very eve of coming from Normandy with
his sister : and, when under such an expectation, many persons
revolted from the king, not only in inclination but in deed,
he avenged himself for this injury, at the cost of numbers.
He, also, contrary to the royal character, seized many at
court, through mere suspicion of hostility to him, and obliged
them to surrender their castles, and accede to any con-
ditions he prescribed. There were, at that time, two very
powerful bishops, in England, Roger of Salisbury, and his
fraternal nephew, Alexander of Lincoln. Alexander had
built the castle of Newark, as he said, for the defence and
dignity of the bishopric. Roger, who wished to manifest his
magnificence by building, had erected extensive castles at
Sherborne, and more especially at Devizes. At Malmesbury,
even in the church-yard, and scarcely a stone’s throw from the
principal church, he had begun a castle. He had gotten into
his custody the castle of Salisbury, which being royal pro-
perty, he had obtained from king Henry, and surrounded
with a wall. Some powerful laymen, hurt at the probability
of being surpassed by the clergy, in extent of riches and
magnitude of their towns, took offence at this, and fostered
the latent wound of envy in their bosoms. Wherefore they

oured forth their imagined grievances to the king ; observ-
ing, that the bishops, regardless of their order, were mad for
erecting castles : that none could doubt, but that they were
designed for the overthrow of the king ; for, as soon as the
empress should arrive, they would, induced doubtless by
the recollection of her father’s kindness to them, immedi-
ately greet their sovereign with the surrender of their
fortresses: that, therefore they ought to be prevented,

ished the crown by his liberalities to them. Henry the Second, how-
Ef:ﬁnﬁnebeing firmly ujn;ated on the throne, recalled their grants of crown

Jands, and expelled them the kingdom.












502 MODERN HISTORY. [ 15

to amend his fault, had, at last, not refused that the council
should be summoned : that therefore, the archbishop and the
rest should deliberate what was proper to be done ; and he
would not be wanting to execute the senience of the council,
either through regard to the friendship of the king, who was
his brother, or loss of property, or even danger of life.”

When he had gradually expatiated on these matters, the
king, not distrusting his cause, sent certain *earls into the
council to demand wherefore he was summoned. The legate
briefly replied, ¢that, when he recollected he was in subjec-
tion to the faith of Christ, he ought not to be displeased, if,
when guilty of a crime, such as the present age had never
witnessed, he was required, by the ministers of Christ, to
make satisfaction : that it was the act of heathen nations to
imprison bishops, and divest them of their possessions : that
they should tell his brother, therefore, that if he would deign
a patient assent to his advice, he would give him such, by
the authority of God, as neither the church of Rome, nor the
French king’s court, nor even earl Theobald, their common
brother, a man of surpassing sense and piety, could reason-
ably oppose ; but such as they ought favourably to embrace:
that, at present, the king would act advisedly, if he would
either account for his conduct, or submit to canonical judg-
ment : it was, moreover, a debt he owed, to favour the
church, by whose fostering care, not by military force, he
had been promoted to the kingdom.” The earls retiring after
this speech, returned shortly with an answer prepared. They
were accompanied by one Alberic de Ver, a man deeply
versed in legal affairs. He related the king’s answer, and
aggravated as much as possible the case of bishop Roger, for
bishop Alexander had departed ; but this he did with mode-
ration, and without using opprobrious language, though some
of the earls, standing by, repeatedly interrupted his harangue
by ecasting reproaches on the bishop.

The sum of what Alberic had to allege, was as follows:
“ That bishop Roger had greatly injured king Stephen ; that
he seldom came to court, but his people, presuming on his
power, excited tumults; that they had, frequently at other

* It has before been related that Stephen made many earls, where there

had been none before : these seem the persons intended by Malmesbury
in many places, when speaking of some of the king’s adherents. _












506 MODERN HISTORY. L8 11,

had taken to his bed on the death of the empress’s mother.
Himself proceeded through the hostile country to Bristol, ac-
companied, as I have heard, by scarcely twelve horsemen,
and was joined in the midst of his journey by Brian Fitz-
Count of Wallingford. Nor was it long ere he learned that
his sister had quitted Arundel; for her mother-in-law,
through female inconstancy, had broken the faith she had
repeatedly pledged by messages sent into Normandy. The
earl, therefore, committed the empress to Henry bishop of
Winchester and Waleran earl of Mellent for safe conduct, a
favour never denied to the most inveterate enemy by honour-
able soldiers. Waleran, indeed, declined going farther than
Calne, but the bishop continued his route. The earl, there-
fore, quickly collecting his troops, came to the boundary
appointed by the king, and placed his sister in safe quarters
at Bristol. She was afterwards received into Gloucester by
Milo, who held the castle of that city under the earl in the
time of king Henry, doing him homage and swearing fidelity
to him; for this is the chief city of his county.

On the nones of October one Robert Fitz-Hubert, a savage
barbarian, by night clandestinely entering the castle of
Malmesbury, which bishop Rochester had inauspiciously
founded, and burning the town, boasted of the deed, as though
he had gained a great triumph. But, within a fortnight, his
Joy was at an end, being put to flight by the king. Stephen,
in the meantime, commanded possession to be kept of the
castle, until, on the restoration of peace, it might be destroyed.
The king, moreover, before he came to Malmesbury, had
occupied, and placed a garrison in a small fortress called
Cerney, belonging to the aforesaid Milo. In consequence,
thinking he should be equally successful elsewhere, as at that
place and at Malmesbury, he assailed a castle called Trow-
bridge, belonging to Humphrey de Bohun, who was of the
empress’s party, but he departed without success. _

The whole country then around Gloucester to the extremity
of Wales, partly by force, and partly by favour, in the course
of the remaining months of that year, gradually espoused the
party of their sovereign the empress. The owners of certain
castles, securing themselves within their fastnesses, waited
the issue of events. The city of Hereford was taken ":-l"]thﬂut
difficulty ; and a few soldiers, who determined on resistance,

.
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magnificence in their construction, as our times may recollect,
he erected splendid mansions on all his estates ; in merely
maintaining which, the labour of his successors shall toil in
vain. His cathedral he dignified to the atmost with match-
less ornaments and buildings on which no expense was spared.
It was truly wonderful to behold in this man, what abundant
power attended him in every kind of dignity, and flowed as
it were to his hand. How great was the glory, indeed, what
could exceed it, that he should have made his two nephews,
by virtue of his education, men of noted learning and indus-
try, bishops; and, not of mean sees; but of Lincoln and
Ely, than which, I know not whether there be more opulent
in England ? He was sensible of his power, and, somewhat
more harshly than became such a character, abused the
favours of heaven. Lastly, as a certain poet observes of a
rich man,*
% He builds, destroys, and changes square for round,”

g0 Roger attempted to turn abbeys into bishopries, and
bishoprics into abbeys. The most ancient monasteries of
Malmesbury and Abbotsbury, he annexed, as far as he was
able, to his see. He changed the priory of Sherborne, which
is subject to the bishop of Salisbury, into an abbey ; and the
abbey of Hortun was forthwith dissolved and united to it.
These events took place in the time of king Henry, under
whom, as I have observed, his prosperity reached its zenith :
for under Stephen, as I have before related, it began to de-
cline ; except that in the beginning of his reign, he obtained
for one of his nephews, the chancellorship ; for the other the
office of treasurer; and for himself the town of Malmes-
bury ; the king repeating often to his companions, *“ By the
birth of God, I would give him half England, if he asked for
it : till the time be ripe, he shall tire of asking, ere I tire of
giving.” But fortune, who, in former times, had flattered
him so long and so transcendently, at last cruelly pierced him
with scorpion-sting. Such was that instance, when he saw
those whom he dearly regarded, wounded ; and his most
favoured knight killed before his face ; the next day, him-
self, and, as I said before, his nephews, very powerful bishops,
the one compelled to fly, the other detained, and the third, a

" ®* Horat. Epist. i. 1, 100,




































220 MODERN HISTORY. [® rr.

not become the Londoners, who were considered as the chief
people of England, in the light of nobles, to side with those
persons who had deserted their lord in battle ; by whose ad-
vice the king had dishonoured the holy chureh ; and who, in
fact, only appeared to favour the Londoners, that they might
drain them of their money.

In the meantime, a certain person, whose name, if I
rightly remember, was Christian, a clerk belonging to the
queen, as I heard, rose up, and held forth a paper to the
legate. He having silently perused it, exalted his voice to
the highest pitch, and said, that it was informal, and impro-
per to be recited in so great an assembly, especially of digni-
fied and religious persons. For, among other offensive and
singular points, the signature of a person was affixed to it,
who, in the preceding year, at a similar council, had attacked
the venerable bishops with opprobrious language. The le-
gate thus baffling him, the clerk was not wanting to his mis-
sion, but, with notable confidence, read the letter in their
hearing ; of which this was the purport. “The queen ear-
nestly entreated the whole clergy assembled, and especially
the bishop of Winchester, the brother of her lord, to restore
the said lord to his kingdom, whom abandoned persons, and
even such as were under homage to him, had cast into
chains.” To this suggestion, the legate answered to the
same effect as to the Londoners. These conferring together,
declared, that they would relate the decree of the council to
their townsmen, and give it their support as far as they
were able.

On the fifth day of the week the council broke up, many
of the royal party having been first excommunicated; more
especially William Martel, who had formerly been cup-
bearer to king Henry, and was at that time butler to
Stephen ; for he had sorely exasperated the legate, by inter-
cepting and pilfering much of his property. It was now a
work of great'difficulty to soothe the minds of the Lon-
doners: for though these matters, as I have said, were
agitated immediately after Easter, yet was it only a few days
before the Nativity of St. John that they would receive the
empress. At that time great part of England readily sub-
mitted to her government ; her brother Robert was ass:glu-
ously employed in promoting her dignity by every becoming























































































