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1y PREFACE.

instruction. I then thoughtitincum-
bent upon me to examine various
works of that nature. The result
proved as was to be expected. I found
many opinions coinciding with my
own, many differing totally from them.
The latter circumstance led to alte-
rations, wherever reflection convinced
me that I had been in a greater or a
less degree under the influence of
error; and to additions, when they
appeared necessary for the support of
my own sentiments, and the matter
in question seemed important enough
to require them. On such occasions,
however, my object hasbeen to furnish
useful rules and just conclusions, with
a brief explanation of the grounds of
them; rather than to point out and
censure the-individuals, who, in my
apprehension, have recommended pro-
ceedings which ought to be shunned,


















A PLAN OF THE WORK

public good require that men should be distributed. The
barrister and the physician have their respective duties, and
their respective trials, The fundamental principles by which
both the one and the other is to regulate his conduct are the
same. The occasion, however, on which those principles
are to operate, and the enticement, whether of pleasure or of
interest, by which their present effect is impeded, and their
future stability endangered, are continually presenting them-
selves to each in a shape corresponding to the pursuits in
which he is busied, and the objects most familiar to his at-
tention and desire. But the wife and the daughter of the
former, are scarcely distinguished, as such, by any peculiari-
ties of moral obligation, from the persons standing in the
same degree of relationship to the latter. The discriminating
lines, unless their number or their strength be increased by
circumstances not necessarily resulting from the profession
of the husband or the father, are few, obscure, and inconstant,
The same general truth might be exemplified in a variety of
additional instances. Even the superiority of rank which
elevates the peeress above her untitled neighbour, though it
unquestionably creates a difference between their respective
duties, is far from creating a difference equal to that which
subsists between the duties of an hereditary legislator and those
of a private gentleman. Such being the general similarity
in the situation of women, differing in some respects from
each other in outward circumstances,or even placed in separate
classes of society; 1 purpuse to couch in general terms the
remarks about to be offered on the conduct of the female sex.
ButTshall at the same timebe studiously solicitous topoint out,
whenever a fit occasion shall intervene, the most prominent
of those instances in which the moral activity and the mo-
ral vigilance of the human mind are to be guided into par-
ticular channels, in consequence of some particularity, either
in the station of the individual, or in the rank or profession
of her nearest connexions. The peculiar temptations of the






& PLAN OF THE WORK

be found to have observed, when the cbservation would have
been reasonable, that the animadversion might be extended
to men. Sometimes too, in speaking of failings which pre-
vail in the female world, 1 may neglect expressly to state,
when I might state with truth, that there is a large number
of individuals who are exempt from them. Let not the for-
mer omission be ascribed to partiality, nor the latter to the
injustice of indiscriminate censure. Ishall be generally soli-
citous to express myself so as to preclude the possibility of
such suspicions. But it may be better even to incur a small
risk of occasional misconstruction, than to weary the reader
with a perpetual recurrence of qualifying and explanatory
phrases,

The observations advanced in the subsequent chapters will
not, I trust, appear to the generality of those who may peruse
them, the less deserving of regard, in consequence of being
ultimately deduced from scriptural authority. To such per-
sons as, rejecting that authority, have imbibed opinions con-
cerning female duties, and the standard of female excellence,
at variance with those which christianity inculcates, let me
be permitted to recommend, antecedently to every study and
to every pursuit, a deliberate and candid examination of the
evidence of a religion, which promotes human happiness by
the holiness and wisdom of the principles and rules of con-
duct which it furnishes for this life, as well as by affording
to the sincere Christian grounds of hope and consolation,
through a Reedemer, in looking forward to another world,
And such of my readers as confess the divine origin of the
Gospel, and in consequence acknowledge the duty of regu-
lating their actions by Christian rules, I would remind of two
circumstances, which appear to be among the causes that
most powerfully impede the influence of religion in this
country. First; that numbers, who regard themselves as
acting conformably to the dictates of Christianity, are by no
means in the habit of examining with sufficient care, whether
























12 CHARACTER OF THE

found investigation, boast that the result of the enquiry i
in his favour? Let him check the premature triumph, and
listen to the statement of another article in the account,
which, in the judgement of prejudice itself, will be found to
restore the balance. As yet the native worth of the female
character has been imperfectly developed. To estimate it
fairly, the view must be extended from the compass and
chades of intellect, to the dispositions and feelings of the
heart. Were we called upon to produce examples of the
most amiable tendencies and affections implanted in human
nature, of modesty, of delicacy, of sympathising sensibility,
of prompt and active benevolence, of warmth and tenderness
of attachment ; whither should we at once turn our eyes ?
To the sister, to the daughter, to the wife. These endow-
ments form the glory of the female sex. They shine (a)

(a) The conjugal and parental affection of the women
among the North American Indians is noticed by Céptain
Carver, and by other writers who have described the
savage tribes of the New world; and it appears the more
conspicuous in those accounts, as the reader cannot avoid
contrasting it with the sullen apathy of the men. In the
late Admiral Byron's Narrative of the calamities endured by
himself and his companions after their shipwreck near the
Straits of Magellan, he records several very forcible and
pleasing instances of compassionate benevolence shewn to
them by the female part of the families of their Indian con-
ductors; instances, which, like the former, appear with all
the advantage of contrast. I will not mujtipll;r authorities
and quotations on a subject neither doubtful in itself, nor
likely to seem doubtful to the reader ; but will produce, in
the place of all further testimony, the unequivocal declaration
of a man, who, like Ulysses nfy old,

—— Mores hominum multorum vidit et urbes ;"

had travelled with a mind bent on observation through
widely-separated districts of the earth, and had experienced
in almost all the countries which he visited the utmost pres-
sure of misfortune. 1 give his evidence in his own words.
¢ ] have always remarked that women in all countries are
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16 CHARACTER OF THE

men} is a theory which admits not of experimental confir-
mation a reasonable ground for pronouncing them inferior
in the reality? Nor let it be deemed wonderful, that Provi-
dence should have conferred on women in general a portion
of original fortitude, not much inferior, to speak of it in the
lowest terms compatible with truth, to that commonly im-
planted in persons of the other sex, on whom many more
scenes of danger and of strenuous exertion are devolved. If
the natural tenderness of the female mind, cherished too,
as that tenderness is in civilized nations by the established
maodes of ease, indulgence and refinement, were not balanced
by an ample share of latent resolution ; how would it be
capable of enduring the shocks and the sorrows to which,
amid the uncertainties of life, it must be exposed ? Finally,
whatever may bethe opinion adopted as to the precise amount
of female fortitude, when compared with that of men, the
former, I think, must at least be allowed this relative praise :
that it is less derived from the mechanical influence of habit
and example than the latter ; less tinctured with ambition ;
less blended with insensibility ; and more frequently drawn
from the only source of genuine strength of mind, firm and
active principles of religion.

The reader will have been aware that the sketch, which 1
have endeavoured to trace in the preceding outlines, is that
of the female character under its customary form ; not under
those deviations from its usual appearance, which are known
sometimes to occur, It is our first business to settle the
general rule, not to particularise the exception. But amid
the endless diversity of nature; amid the innumerable mul-
titudes of contemporary individuals, distinguished each from
the other in their minds, no less than in their countenances,
by stronger or fainter lines of difference, and thrown into a
variety of situations and circumstances, severally calculated
to call forth and improve particular talents, and encourage
particular pursuits, exceptions will be frequent, Hence many































26 ON FEMALE EDUCATION.

which it gives of human nature as decidedly inclined to evii,
and as finding no preservative from sin and punishment but
in religion. We hear in the Old Testament the invitation
of David: “ Come, ye children, hearken unto me; I will
“¢ teach you the fear of the Lord (d).” We hear Solomon
thus addressing parents : * Train up a child in the way he
¢ should go, and when he is cld he will not depart from
“ jt (e).” We hear the voice of God himself speaking thus
in signal commendation of Abraham : “ I know that he will
“¢ command his children and his household after him, and
‘¢ they shall keep the way of the Lord (f).” We hear the
Almighty repeatedly admonishing the Israelites to be dili-
gent in teaching their children his laws, and the wonders
which he had wrought for their fathers (g¢). The New
Testament reiterates the same lesson. Our Saviour's reproof
of those, whe would not suffer little children to come unto
him (&), might of itself, incline us to forebode his displea-
sure against persens who, in future times, should not suffer
them to come to the knowledge of his Gospel. But the
point is not left to rest on presumptions. St. Paul, in
expressly commanding children to *“ obey their parents in
“ the Lord (i),” and because their obedience * is well pleas~
“ ing unto ithe Lord (k),” gives his decisive judgement, a
judgement formed under the guidance of the Holy Ghost,
that children ought to be instructed in the religion of Christ,
In perfect conformity with this injunction the same apostle
congratulates a favourite convert, because, to use his own
words, ¢ from a child thou hast known the Scriptures,
“¢ which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through
¢ faith, which is in Christ Jesus (1)."” And in another place

Psalm xxxiv. 11, e% Proverbs, xxii, 6.
Gen. xviil. 19, g) Deut. iv. 10. vi, 7—20; xi. 1g.
) Matt. xix. 14, Mark, x. 14. Luke, xviii, 10, '
ﬁ} Epr‘h_e!- vi. 1. (k) Coloss. iii. 20,
(1) 3 Tim, iii, 15,







25 ON FEMALE EDUCATION.

tions of the opening mind. Hence religion appears particu-
larly dull and unattractive; and is rather dreaded as an
austere monitor and a relentless judge, than loved as the
giver of present and future happiness(n). Secondly, they are
presented to the understanding rather as truths to be impli-
citly received on the credit of the teacher, and on the ground
of their established prevalence, than as truths resting on the
solid basis of fact and argument, and inviting at all times the
closest investigation of their certainty which the mind is ca-
pable of bestowing. Hence, when a young woman begins
to act for herself on the stage of life, and a growing confi-
dence in her own judgement, together with the effect of new
scenes and situations, lessens the estimation in which she
once held the opinions of her instructors ; it is scarcely pos-
sible but that her regard for religion, which, whether greater
or less, was in a considerable degree derived from that esti-
mation, must at the same time be impaired. And if she
should he thrown, aec in these days of widcly-extemled inter-
course is not very improbable, into habits of familiarity with
persons who in practice slight some of the injunctions of the
Gospel, who are devoid of the general spirit which it incul-
cates, or who doubt or disbelieve its divine origin; is it
wonderful that her faith should waver, when she feels herself
at once allured by temptations, and unable to give one satis-
factory reason for crediting the book which commands her
to resist them? I am aware that during a certain period of

(n) In some boarding-schools a general mode of punish-
ment has been to ecblige the offender to transcribe, or to
by rote, one or more chapters of the Bible. In some fg:
cases, when the offence is a flagrant violation of a precept of
religion, and the selected portion of Scripture relates imme-
diately to the particular sin, the practice may be adviseable,
But, used as a general and indiscriminate method of punish-
ment, it seems one of the aptest plans that could be devised

to render the Bible odious to all the inhabitants of the
school.
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30 ON FEMALE EDUCATION.

active, it is proportionally neglected. But if we assume,
and in the majority of instances it will surely be no unfair
assumption, that the mother is equally alive to their influence
with the conductress of the school, to whom her daughter,
if sent from home, would be committed : it is evident that
the warmth and the solicitude of parental affection will
impel her to such a degree of earnestness and diligence in
pressing on her child those truths which she deems of
the greatest moment to its present and eternal happiness
as a stranger, urged by no such powerful motives, can-
not be expected toattain. In the regulation of the temper,
no inconsiderable branch of practical religion, the mother,
to whom the peculiarities that mark the disposition of the
child are thoroughly known, has a decided advantage over
the school-mistress; who has neither possessed the same
opportunities of discovering them, nor is likely to study
them with the same attention and perseverance, nor is able
with the same facility, to accommodate her settled modes of
instruction to remedy the evils which she detects. And as
to the prospect of success in discerning and applying suitable
methods of winning the heart to the side of piety and rectitude,
the superiority of the mother will in most cases be still more
apparent. For though in communicating knowledge on sub-
jects which address themselves exclusively to the understand-
ing, she may not be altogether equal to a person trained by
long experience in the profession of teaching ; yet in every
attempt to render knowledge amiable in the eyes of the pupil,
and to lead the affections to bear their reasonable part in
preparing the heart for the service of God, and animating it
with the desire of diffusing happiness among mankind, she
will come to the undertaking with advantages, which no one
but so near a relation can enjoy. That instructor who is loved
the best will commonly'prove the most efficacious. Inevery
point which has been specified, but especially in the last,
the mother will be found to derive from her unrivalled claim






32 ON FEMALE EDUCATION.

prepared for the righteous. Let it not be dissembled that a
life of holiness, ¢ without which no one shall see the Lord,"”
is a life of watchfulness and exertion ; and has difficulties in-
superable without assistance from above. But let the unde-
served and ungaralleled love of God to man be continually
and distinctly developed. Let it be exemplified as extended
to the pupil herself, and to every individual, in the gift of life ;
in daily and hourly preservation and support; in the pleasures
resulting from the grand and beautiful works of Creation; in
the stupendous mercies of redemption, the expiation of sin,
the sanctifying aid of divine grace, the recovery of life and
happiness everlasting, purchased by the death of Jesus Christ.
Let it be shewn, that if sorrow be the lot of humanity, the
fatherly chastisement is designed for the ultimate good of the
afflicted. Let it be shewn that, if numbers have to look for-
ward to misery hereafter, it is because they will not repent
and be saved; and that ‘“ it is not the will of our Heavenly
“¢ Father, that any one of his children should perish.”

In the cultivation of the female understanding essential
improvements have taken place in the present age. Both in
schools and in private families there prevails a desire to call
forth the reasoning powers of gitls into action, and to enrich
the mind with useful and interesting knowledge suitable to
their sex. The foundation is laid by communicating to the
scholar a rational insight into the formation and idioms of her
native tongue. The grammatical blunders, which used to
disgrace the conversation even of women in the upper and
middle ranks of life, and in conjunction with erroneous
orthography to deform their epistolary correspondence, are
already so much diminished, that in some years hence it may
perhaps no longer be easy to find a young lady who professes
to be mistress of the French language, and is at the same
time grossly ignorant of her own. Geography, select parts of
natural history, and of the history of different nations, ancient
or modern, popular and amusing facts in astronomy and in
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o3 ON FEMALE EDUCATION.

branches of useful knowledge ; those attending the former
plan will be found to preponderate. For when that system
is adopted, the instructors are commonly under the superin-
tendence of the parent of the pupil, or of some person of
the family who possesses much of the authority of a parent §
and are thus kept up to a higher standard of active exertion
than is generally to be expected in a school. And as their
attention is confined to a very small number of pupils, per-
haps to an individual ; their exertions are likely to be more
productive than those of another person possessed of equal
yualifications, but obliged to distribute her labours over a
numerous class. It may be added, that a teacher, whose
care is restricted to three or four, perhaps to fewer scholars,
will probably feel a greater degree of responsibility as to
their advancement, and a fuller conviction that her own
credit depends on the event, than is usually felt by an in-
structress at a school with respect to any particular scholar,
The former, resting her character on the success of a single
instance, is impelled to bestow proportionate diligence upon

it. The latter, depending on the result of many, has less at

stake in each. If the pupils of the former make slow pro-
gress, their deficiency cannot fail to be observed ; and they
are the only contemporary testimonies of skill and diligence
which she has to produce. The latter, if the improvement
of some of her scholars be but small, may hope that their
backwardness will escape notice in the crowd ; or, at least,
that it will be noticed with little disgrace to herself among
other and more favourable examples of her care. The
former also, if she feels in an equal degree with the latter,
a pernicious propensity very general in schools, to bhestow
pains chiefly on those children whose abilities and quick-
ness point them out as most likely to do honour to their in-
structress, is much less at liberty to indulge it.

These points of superiority in domestic tuition over a
public school must be counterbalanced, if they are to be
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50 OF INTRODUCING YOUNG WOMEN

the momentous process which she terms the introduction
of her daughter into the world. Emancipated from the
shackles of instruction, the young woman is now to be
brought forward to act her part on the public stage of life.
And as though liberty were a gift unattended with temp-
tations to inexperienced youth : as though vivacity, open=
ness of heart, the consciousness of personal accomplishments
and of personal beauty, would serve rather to counteract
than to aggravate these temp! ations 3 the change of situation
is not unfrequently heightened by every possible aid of con-
trast. Pains are taken, as it were, to contrive, that when
the dazzled stranger shall step from the nursery and the
Jecture-room, she shall plunge at once into a flood of vanity
and dissipation. Mewed up from every prying gaze, taught
to believe that her first appearance is the subject of universal
expectation, tutored to beware above all things of tarnishing
the lustre of her attractions by mauvaise honte, stimulated
with desire to outshine her equals in age and rank, she
burns with impatience for the hour of displaying her per-
fections: till at length, intoxicated beforehand with anti-
cipated flatteries, she is launched, in the pride of ornament,
on some occasion of festivity 5 and from that time forward
thinks by day and dreams by night of amusements, and of
dress, and of compliments, and of admirers.

1 believe this picture to convey no exaggerated represen-
tation of the state of things, which is often witnessed in the
higher ranks of society. 1 fear, too, that it is a picture to
which the practice of the middle ranks, though at present
not fully corresponding, bears a continually increasing re-
semblance. The extreme, however, which has been de-
cribed, has, like every other extreme, its opposite. There
are mothers who profess to initiate their daughters, almost
from the cradle, into the knowledge, as they are wont to
express themselves, of life: and pollute the years of child-
hood with an instilled attachment to the card-table; with
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disposed *“ to approve the things which are excellent ;” and
is fortified with those principles of Christian temperauce and
rectitude, which may guard her against unsafe indulgence.
Let vanity and other unwarrantable springs of action,
prompt, at all times, to exert their influence on the female
character, and at no time likely to exert an influence more
dangerous that when a young woman first steps into public
life, be curtailed, as far as may be safely practicable, of the
powerful assistance of novelty. Altogether to preclude that
assistance is impossible. But it may be disarmed of much
of its force by gradual familiarity. Let that gradual familia-
rity take place under the superintendance of parents and
near relations, and of friends of approved sobriety and dis-
cretion. Let not the young woman be consigned to some
fashionable instructress, who, professing at once to add the
last polish to education, and to introduce the pupil into the
best company, will probably dismiss her thirsting for admi-
ration; inflamed with ambition;. devoted to dress and
amusements ; initiated in the science and the habits of
gaming ; and prepared to deem every thing right and in-
dispensable, which is or shall be recommended by modish
example. Let her not be abandoned in her outset in life
to the giddiness and mistaken kindness of fashionable ac-
quaintance in the metropolis: nor forwarded under their
convoy to public places, there to be whirled, far from ma-
ternal care and admonition, in the circles of levity and folly,
into which, even had maternal care and admonition, been
at hand to protect her, she ought not to have been per-
mitted to step. At this very important season, while the
mother selects with cautious discrimination, and limits
within narrow bounds both as to time and expence, the
scenes of public resort and entertainment, to which her
youthful charge is suffered to have access; let her cultivate
in the mind of the latter with augmented solicitude those
principles, dispositions, and habits, which may lead her not
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60 ON FEMALE CONVEKSATION AND

of either sex, who ambitiously endeavour to supply by arti-
ficial props, or to compensate by artificial ornaments, the
want of any of these solid foundations of improving and
attractive discourse, may for a time amuse the indolent,
or may catch the applause of ignorance and folly. But they
will not long render themselves acceptable even in mixed
company, to considerate observers. And they will altogether
fail in the far more important office of diffusing improve-
ment, of communicating pleasure, and of gaining friendship
and affection, in the society of private life.

At the close of these remarks on Female Conversation, it
may be allowable to subjoin a few words on a kindred sub-
ject, Epistolary Correspondence. Letters which pass be-
tween men commonly relate. ina greater or a less degree, to
actual business. Even young men, on whom the cares of
life are not yet devolved in their full weight, will frequently
be led to enlarge to their absent friends on topics not only of
an interesting nature, but also of a serious cast: on the studies
which they are respectively pursuing ; on the advantages and
disadvantages of the profession to which the one or the other
is destined; on the circumstances which appear likely to
forward or to impede the success of each in the world.
The seriousness of the subject, therefore, has a tendency,
though a tendency which, I admit, is not always successful,
to guard the writer from an affected and artificial style.
Young women, whose minds are comparatively unoccupied
by such concerns, are sometimes found to want in their cor-
respondence a counterpoise, if not to the desire of shining,
yet to the quick~ess of imagination, and occasionally, to the
quickness of feeling, natural to their sex. Hence they are
exposed to peculiar danger, a danger aggravated sometimes
by familiarity with novels and theatrical productions, some-
times by the nature of the fashionable topics which will
proceed from engrossing conversation to employ the pen,
of learning to clothe their thoughts in studied phrases ; and












64 ON DRESS.

strength, and when it has yet derived few lessons from re-
flection and experience, is the time when error and excess
are most to be apprehended. In youth, too, when the love
of admiration and the dread of shame are unimpaired; there
are few subjects and occasions so likely to produce error and
excess, as those in which closeness of imitation is deemed
the road to respect and applause ; and even small degrees of
singularity are supposed to entail considerable disgrace. Let
these circumstances be duly recollected, and we shall not
greatly wonder that women in general, and especially very
young women, feel an extreme repugnance to fall short of
their neighbours in compliance with every fashion of the day
not palpably criminal. And we shall be less astonished than
concerned, that so many are led with open eyes by the at-
traction of prevailing custom indiscriminately to copy the
pattern set before them by their equals and their superiors ;
and after following the crowd through unceasing fluctnations
of vanity, of folly, of pride, and of extravagance, to attend it,
to say the least, to the confines even of more flagrant vice.
But circamstances, which may not excite wonder, are not
the less on that account to be lamented. Against error and
misconduct we are not to be the less diligently guarded, be-
cause from the weakness of human nature, and the force of
temptation, they may be likely to occur. The known proba-
bility of an undesirable event is an additional reason for vigi-
lance and circamspection. If life be a state of trial, the more
casily a young woman may be betrayed into a fault, the more
carefully ought she to be fortified against it by friendly admo-
nition, I dwell the longer on these very obvious truths,
because persons of worth and understanding appear some-
times to give currency toa mistaken and pernicious opinion,
that follies and failings natural, as the phrase is, to certain
periods of life, or to persons in certain situations, are of no
great moment. And though, if constrained by the incom-
modious perseverance of some close reasoner to express their
























72 ON DRESS.

a mode which for six weeks has been obsolete in high life ;
these frequently are the points of excellence to which the
force of female genius is directed. In the mean time, while
the mask of friendship is worn on the countenance, and the
language of regard dwells on the tongue, indifference, disgust,
and envy, are gradually taking possession of the breast;
until, at length, the unworthy contest, prolonged for years
under confirmed habits of dissimulation, by which none of
the parties are deceived, terminates in the violence of an
open rupture.

The Scriptures have spoken too plainly and too strongly
respecting solicitude about dress, to permit me to quit the
subject without a special reference to their authority. Our
Saviour, in one of his most solemn discourses, warns his
followers against anxiety ‘° wherewithal they should be
¢ clothed,” in a manner particularly emphatical, by classing
that anxiety with the despicable pursuits of those who are
studious “ what they shall eat, and what they shall
drink ;" and by pronouncing all such cares to be among the
characteristical features, by which the heathen were distin-
guished and disgraced (c). It ought to be observed that
these admonitions of Christ respect men no less than women.
St. Paul in the following passage, speaks pointedly concern-
ing female dress : * I will, in like manner also, that women
¢ adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shame-facedness
¢ and sobriety 3 not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls,
¢ or costly array : but, which becometh women professing-
¢ godliness, with good works (d).” In another passage,
which remains to be produced from the New Testament,
St. Peter also speaks expressly of the female sex: and pri-
marily of married women, but in terms applicable with equal
propriety to the single : “ Whose adoming, let it not be that

e

(¢) Mat,vi. 31,82,  (d) 1 Tim. ii. 8. 10.















































































95 ON AMUSEMENTS IN GENERAL.

comes without parade, and comes for the purpose of umt-
ing in an act of religion. 1f you fling open your doors to
numbers ; if you prepare yourself and your house as for the
customary reception of company ; if your servants are oc-
cupied in the same hurry of attendance as at a ball or an
assembly ; if the street rings with the tumult, and is ob-
structed with the chariots of your visitors: can you think
that religion will, on the whole, be promoted by the em-
ployment of the evening ? Your intentions, be it acknow=-
ledged, have been pure. The music has been well selected.
It has been performed throughout by persons not hired from
the theatre, nor hired at all. You have felt, during the
performance, the warmth of religious gratitude, and breathed
the sincerity of prayer. Consider, then, what may be stated,
even while you take the advantage of these most favourable
circumstances, on the adverse side of the question. You
have distracted your thoughts, and wasted your time before-
hand by the bustle of preparation. You have deprived your
domestics of the best opportunity which the week affords
them for religious thought. You have lost the advantage of
the calm and uninterrupted devotion, which you might
have practised during the time occupied by the concert,
either in private, or in conjunction with your family. You
have disturbed the quiet of a neighbourhood, employed
perhaps better than yourself. You have exhibited to the
undiscerning multitude the appearance of being engaged on
the Sabbath, as at other times, in the pursuit of amusement.
You have initiated or confirmed them in want of reverence
for a day which, had it not been for the effect of your exam-
ple, they might have continued, or might have learned, to
keep holy.

It may be proper to observe in this place, that the prac-
tice of opening your house on Sunday evenings to the influx
of all your acquaintance who may choose to frequent it as
a scene of resort and conversation, a practice by no means
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106 ON AMUSEMENTS IN GENERAL.

use of cards may, perhaps, be fairly stated to consist not 8
much in the reprehensible passions which they excite, as in
the quantity of time which they consume. In many fami-
lies, particularly in provincial towns, they regularly enter as
the tea-table departs, and occupy several hours of the even-
ing. In some houses, where patience is weaker, they appear
speedily after dinner. A considerable portion of every day,
Sundays excepted, an exception which in the country may
yet be commonly made, is thus rendered a mere blank j it
is cut, as it were, out of life, and consigned, upon the most
favourable supposition, to vacuity and oblivion. What might
have been the improvement made, the knowledge acquired,
the rational pleasure enjoyed, had these hours been habitually
allotted to instructive conversation or interesting books?
Had it been the custom of the family to allot them to such
employment before a passion for cards was become invete=
rate ; habit would then have operated in support of a judi-
cious and useful mode of passing time as strenuously as it
now works in upholding a puerile and unprofitable occupa-
tion. And a proposal to exchange the usual delights of the
afternoon and evening for a pool at quadrille, and a rubber at
whist, would have been received with the disgust which
would, at present, attach on the adventurous reformer, who
should recommend, when the card-tables are now set, and
the partners taking their places, to prefer listening to the page
of Robertson to practising the rules of Hoyle. ““ Man,"” it has
been well observed, * is a bundle of habits.” Life is madeup
of principles and actions familiarised and confirmed by cus-
tom. The uncouth fashions in dress and personal demean-
our, the senseless decorations in building and in furniture,
which have universally prevailed in different periods, and the
most unnatural modes of ormamenting nature which have
had polished nations for their admirers from the days of Pliny
to those of George the Second, shew, with numberless other
instances which might be particularised that there is nothing


















112 ON AMUSEMENTS iN GENERAL.

as scarcely to permit the sufferer to advert to any other ob-
Ject. The mind, unaccustomed to serious reflection, softened
and enfeebled by relaxing habits, turns with disgust from ar-
gument and intelligence ; clings to the trifles in which it has
long delighted ; and is almost incapable for a time either of
seeking, or of receiving, gratification from better pursuits.
The self-denial, the painful efforts, requisite to break the
shackles of habit, are fully known to those only, by whom
the shackles of habit have been broken. Let every woman
beware of being imperceptibly betrayed into fetters from
which, without such self-denial, such painful efforts, she
cannot be extricated ; yet from which it is necessary that she
should be extricated, if she is to lead a life useful to others,
ultimately comfortable to herself, and calculated to obtain
the approbation of Heaven.

The risk to which a young woman is exposed of contract-
ing a habit of excessive fondness for amusements, depends
not only on the particular propensities of her mind, but also
on the place and sitvation in which she principally resides.
To the daughter of a country gentleman, though her heart
should be fixed on company and diversions, the paternal
mansion, insulated in its park, or admitting no contiguous
habitations except the neighbouring hamlet, seldom furnishes

_the opportunity of access to a perpetual circle of amusements,
Visitors are not always to be found in the drawing-room ;
the card-table cannot always be filled up ; the county town
affords a ball but once in a month and domestic circum-
stances perversely arise to obstruct regularity of attendance.
Suppose then a young woman thus situated to labour under
the heavy disadvantage of not having had her mind directed
by education to proper objects. Finding herself obliged to
procure, by her own efforts, the entertainment which she is
frequently without the means of obtaining from others ; she
is excited to some degree of useful exertion, Family conver-
sation, needle-work, a book, even a book that is not a novel,


































































134 - - CONSIDERATIONS, &c.

motive except the impulse of reciprocal regard, is a proceed-
ing too plainly repugnant to justice, and to delicacy of sen-
timent, to require much observation. On such subjects,
even inadvertence is highly culpable. What, then, is the
guilt of her, who deliberately raises hopes which she is
resolved not to fulfil ?

There remains yet another caution relating to the present
subject, which appears worthy of being suggested. A young
woman, unbiassed by interesting motives is sometimes led
to contract a matrimonial engagement without suspecting
that she perhaps does not entertain for her intended husband
the warm and rooted affection necessary for the conservation
of connubial happiness. She beholds him with general
approbation : she is conscious that there is no other person
whom she prefers to him ; she receives lively pleasure from
his attentions ; and she imagines that she loves him with
tenderness and ardour. Yet it is very possible that she may
be unacquainted with the real state of her heart. Thoughtless
inexperience, gentleness of disposition, the quick suscepti-
bility of early youth, and chiefly perhaps the complacency
which all persons, whose affections are not pre-occupied,
feel towards those who distinguish them by particular proofs
of regard, may have excited an indistinct partiality which
she mistakes for rivetted attachment. Many an unhappy
wife has discovered the mistake too late.

It is highly desirable that a young woman, as soon as ever
she receives particular attentions from an individual of the
other sex, should communicate with perfect openness the
circumstance to her parents. And every voung woman
ought habitually to reflect, that her first object should not
be to be settled in matrimonial life ; but to be prepared to do
her duty in any situation, in which Providence may design
her to be placed.
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to the mind which the every day clothing is to the body s
requisite under every vicissitude to health, and propriety, and
comfort. Its sphere embraces every season and every inci-
dent of life. At home and abroad, in the city and in the
country, with intimates and with strangers, in business and
in leisure, it is vigilant, and active, and aunwearied, It en-
hances the utility of virtue, and anticipates the allurements
of vice. It attends to persons (c) and feelings, to times, oc-
casions, and situations ; and “ abstains from all appearance
“ of evil (d).” It is worthy of being inculcated with the
more earnestness on married women, because they appear,
in several respects, to be in greater danger than the single of
being led by custom, or hurried by inadvertence, into disre-
gard of it. Marriage, though to a certain degree a state of
restraint, is not unfrequently regarded as bestowing some
desirable accessions of liberty. The giddy and the vain,
secured by having already contracted an indissoluble en=~
gagement from the charge of being on the watch to obtain
a settlement for life, and from the danger of preventing
themselves from obtaining one, often indulge themselves
without concern in a freedom of manners, and a levity of
conversation, from which the fear of incurring censure and
exciting disgust had previously taught them to refrain.
Plunging with augmented eagerness into the tumults of dis-
sipation, and little scrupulous as to the society with which
they tread the circle of amusements ; they take fire at each
remonstrance of a husband as a reflection on their character,
and feel the smallest obstacle to the career of their pleasures
as an act of tyrannical controul, Hence, while the wife, on

(¢) No advice could easily be more repugnant to discretion
and common sense, than that which has been given to
women, by at least one writer of eminence, studiously to
seek their friendships ameng persons of the other sex,

(d) 1 Thes. v. 22.
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inflame a lady with a propensity to erect herself into an idol
for the votaries of science and taste to worship : were it to
fill her with ambition to give audience to a levee of deistical
philosophers ; to see her toilet surrounded with wits and
witlings ; to pronounce to the listening circle her decision on
a manuscript sonnet ; and to appreciate the versification and
the point of the last new epigram which aspired to divert the
town : it would neither have been denied nor regretted that
a female so qualified would, in this country, be deemed one
of the least eligible of wives. Such females, however, are
phenomena rarely seen in the meridian of Great Britain.
Farther ; if strength of understanding in a woman be the
source of pride and self-sufficiency; if it render her manners
over-bearing, her temper irritable, her prejudices obstinate ;
we are not to wonder that its effects are formidable to the
other sex, and especially to him by whom they are with
most frequency to be endured. But is arrogance, is im-
patience of contradiction, is reluctance to discern and
acknowledge error, the necessary or the usual fruit of strong
sense in the female mind ? Assuredly not. In the mind
where sense produces that fruit, something far more valuable
than a powerful understanding is wanting. Let talents be
graced with simplicity, with good humour, and with femi-
nine modesty 3 and therfe will seldom be found a husband
whose heart they will not warm with delight.

But if a fund of good sense, larger than is commonly the
lot of an individual, be allowed not to be unacceptable in a
wife ; yet wit, we are told, is a qualification which almost
every husband disapproves in his partner. In this instance,
as well as in that which has recently been considered, com-
mon opinion appears not to render complete justice to men.
If wit be continually exercised in ridicule and satire, if it
nourish an anxiety to shine in conversation ; if it stimulate
the possessor to aim at the manners and reputation of the
character, expressed by the phrase, * a woman of spirit ;" if
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ing compliances be the means by which she is to ingratiate
herself, blush for your proud and unfeeling heart. Is it the
part of friendship, of liberal protection, to harass her with
difficulties, to ensnare her sincerity, io establish ber in the
petty arts of cunning and adulation? Rather dismiss her
with some pittance, however small, of bounty to search in
obscurity for an honest maintenance, than retain her to
learn hypocrisy, and to teach you arrogance, to be corrupted
and to corrupt. :

In all the domestic expences which are wholly, or in part,
regulated by your opinion, beware that, while you pay a
decent regard to your husband’s rank in society, you are not
hurried into ostentation and prodigality by vanity lurking in
your breast. Examine your own motives to the bottom.
Do you feel an inward sensation of uneasiness when one of
your neighbours is reported to maintain a table more clegant
than your own, to surpass you in the number of servants,
or in the costliness of their liveries? Do you feel solicitous
for an additional carriage on hearing that the equipage of an
acquaintance has recently been enlarged ? Are you eager to
new-model or to decorate a room afresh, when neither use
nor propriety demands the alteration, because a similar step
has been adopted.in a mansion in your vicinity? Do you
discard handsome furniture before it has rendered half the
service of which it was capable, because some frivolous lady
can no longer bear the sight of the chairs and the window-
curtaine which bave remained two or three tedious years in
her drawing-room ? Then your professions of being only
desirous to do that which is requisite in your station are
mere pretences to deceive others, or proofs that you are
ignorant of yourself. Your are lavish, vain, proud, emulous,
ambitious ; you are defective in some of the first duties of a
wife and of a Christian. Instead of squandering in extra-
vagance and parade, that property which ought partly to
have been reserved in store for the future benefit of your
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Him who gave them. The survey of seas and rivers, moun-
tains and forests, and of cultivated regions overspread with
fertility, teaches the stupendous power, and the no less stu=
pendous goodness of God. And the first and strongest im=
pressions which we ought to receive and cherish when we
behold the ingenuity of man, or the magnificence and
beauty of nature, are a sense of the perfections, and a desire
to promote the glory of their common Author. But the nu-
merous and protracted excursions from the family mansion,
which fashion, the desire of displaying wealth, and the
restlessness of a vacant mind, excite at present, are pro-
ductive of consequences very unfavourable to individuals
and to the public. I do not speak of the expence with
which they are usually attended ; though it is in many cases
a burden which presses heavily on private fortunes, and
cripples the exertions and extinguishes the ardour of bene-
volence. Nor shall I enlarge on the interruption of domestic
habits and occupations, nor on the acquisition ofan unsettled,
a tatling, and a meddling spirit ; evils which spring from the
custom of “ wandering” from place to place, no less than
from that of ¢ wandering from house to house ;" and often
display themselves in the former case on a wider scale and
in stronger characters than in the latter. But the loss of the
power and opportunity of deing good, and the positive effects
of a pernicious example, are points which must not be over-
looked. Home is the center round which the influence of -
every married woman is accumulated. It is there that she
will naturally be known and respected the most ; it is there,
at least, that she may be more known and more respected |
than she can be in any other place. It is there that the:
- general character, the acknowledged property, and the estab-.
lished connections of her husband, will contribute with more
force than they can possess elsewhere, to give weight and |
impressiveness to all her proceedings. Home, therefore is
the place where the pattern which she exhibits in personal !



















164 ON THE DUTIES OF

one of them in the breast of the master of the family will
generally diffuse itself through the house. In addition to
the shynesses and dissensions between ladies in the same
vicinity, which originate from these sources, there are others
springing from that irritability respecting circumstances of
personal attention which, in the female sex, is singularly
conspicuous. In all cases where contempt and neglect are
to be apprehended, women are far more quick-sighted than
men: and their anxiety on the subject misleads them, on a
variety of occasions, into suspicions for which there is no
foundation. When the mind is in this state, if a visit be not
returned at the customary time ; the delay, should no strong
reason for it present itself at once to the expecting party, is
attributed to fastidiousness and pride. If an invitation be
not given at the time, or to the extent, which was secretly
desired, similar motives are assigned. An obscure or am-
biguous expression, used inadvertently, is twisted into an
injurious or a disdainful meaning. Silence, or seriousness
of manner, proceeding from accidental thoughtfulness, or
from some casual vicissitude of health, is construed into -
premeditated coolness. Common attentions of civility
shewn towards a third person are indignantly beheld as
tokens of deliberate preference. Hence arise prejudices and
antipathies, which years may not be able to eradicate. Or
silly affronts are ta'en on points of precedence. Because a
lady is ushered forth in a ball-room to dance, before another
who deemed herself superior; the company is thrown into
confusion, and lasting hostilities take place between the
parties. Yet the priority was perhaps assigned, where,
according to the rules of etiquette, it was due. Or the
merits of the momentous case, though detérmined erro-
neously, might be so nearly balanced, that the whole assem-
bled college of heralds would have been perplexed to decide
the question. Where then is the spirit inculcated by the
Apostle ? ¢ Let nothing be done through strife or vain-glory ;
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connubial state, and give a shock to the tenderest feelings
of the heart. I speak of those common failings, which long
and familiar intercourse gradually detects in every human
character. Whether they are perceived by the husband in
the wife, or by the wife in the husband, to contribute by
every becoming method to their removal is an act of duty
strictly incumbent on the discoverer. It is more than an
act of duty: it is the first office of love. * Thou shalt not
“ hate thy neighbour in suffering sin upon him (q),” is a
precept, the disregard of which is the most criminal in those
persons, by whom the warmest regard for the welfare of
each other ought to be displayed.

In the course of the foregoing pages I have had occasion
fully to notice the power which a married woman possesses
of influencing the dispositions of her husband, and the
consequent duty of rightly employing it for the improve-
ment of his moral and religious character. It remains now
to guard the wife against the effect of emotions and im-
‘pressions, which might prevent her from reaping the benefit
of similar exertions of duty and kindness on the part of her
husband. Let her beware of discouraging him, by irrita-
bility of temper, or by inconsiderate proneness to miscon-
struction, from communicating to her his opinion, when
he believes that she has fallen, or is in danger of falling,
into error. To point out failings in the spirit of kindness, is
one of the clearest indications of friendship. 1t is, however,
one of those delicate offices from which friendship may the
most easily be deterred. If a husband find his endeavours
to discharge it frequently misconceived; if he see them
usually producing perturbations difficult to be allayed, and
extending far and wide beyond the original subject of dis-
cussion ; he may learn to think it wiser to let an evil exist

(q) Levit. xix. 17.
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over those who, satiated and palled by tedious familiarity, ne
longer find in any spectacle or mode of diversion the gratifi-
cation which it once bestowed. The delights of novelty are
past ; but the chains of fashion and habit are riveted. The
mind, incapable through disuse of relishing better pursuits,
experiences in the theatre and the rotunda, if not a positive
satisfaction, yet a relief from the dullness of vacancy, and
the painfulness of intercourse with itself. Butit is unneces-
sary to dwell on a topic which has already been the subject
of much observation. Let us turn our thoughts to other
circumstances, which, if not peculiar to the capital, yet exist
there to an extent not to be paralleled elsewhere ; and occa-
sion in all places, according to the degree in which they
exist, an unprofitable consumption of time, and all the evils
attendant on the waste of irrevocable hours,

London is the centre to which almost all the individuals
who fill the upper and middle ranks of society are succes-
sively attracted. The country pays its tribute to the supreme
city. Business, interest, curiosity, the love of pleasure, the
desire of knowledge, the thirst for change, the ambition to
be deemed polite, occasion a continual influx into the metro-
polis from every corner of the kingdom. Hence a large and
a widely dispersed and a continually increasing acquaintance
is the natural consequence of frequent residence in London,
If a married lady suffer herself to be drawn into the system
of proceeding, to which such an acquaintance is generally
seen to lead ; useful occupations and improving pursuits are
cither at an end, or are carried on with extreme disadvantages,
multiplied interruptions, declining activity, ardour, and
satisfaction. The morning, the period at least which is
called the morning, is swallowed up in driving from street
to street, from square to square, in pursuit of persons whom
she is afraid of discovering, in knocking at doors where she
dreads being admitted, Time is frittered away in a sort of
small intercourse with numbers, for whom she feels little
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to the utmost of your power against the irreparable mis-
chiefs, which attend the practice of insuring in state
lotteries (Z).

Ladies who, being united to men occupied in the trans-
actions of trade and business, find themselves resident in
the city, often shew that they are extremely dissatisfied with
their situation. Accumulating riches repay them not for the
apprehension of imputed vulgarity. Each wearies her hus-
band with importunate earnestness that he would renounce
the degrading profits of the counting-house and the shop,
which he may now feel himself wealthy enough to despise ;
and exchange the ungenteel dulness of Lombard-street for
the modish vicinity of the court. Affecting to look down on
the polite world ; deriding the barren rent-rolls of encum-
bered estates, apparent to their imagination through the
veil of superficial splendor ; they are eager to ape the follies
and to crowd into the society of the gilded swarm which
they would seem to hold in contempt. Ladies of fashion in
the mean time are exulting, at the other end of the town,
that the hands of their husbands were never contaminated
with the filthy gains of commerce ; and delight in turning
into ridicule the awkward efforts of the citizen's wife to
rival the assembly and the public breakfast of the Peeress by
expence void of propriety, and pomp destitute of taste. It
is thus that pride and envy, displaying themselves under
opposite forms, are equally eonspicuous in both parties.

When the period of residence in the metropolis is come to
a conclusion, a lady is sometimes apt to display among her
neighbours in the country, in a manner which cannot be
mistaken, her consciousness that she is lately arrived from
the centre of fashion and politeness. Her pride betrays itself
under various aspects and modifications according to the

b) For some account of those mischiefs, see Colquhoun’s
““ Treatise on the Police of the Metropolis,” 2d edit, p. 163
'-"'l'ﬂ';l'n
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errors and failings originate, no less than among men, from
the want of enlarged sentiments and a greater knowledge of
the world. Prejudice shews itself in various shapes, and ex-
tends toa multitude of objects. Changes in manners and
customs, though in reality for the better, are reprobated.
The conduct of others, especially of those who move in a
higher circle, is judged with acrimony. Little allowance is
made for unseen motives and unknown circumstances, The
spirit of party broods over imaginary offences. Sometimes its
operations are more active: insomuch that ladies, instigated
by vanity, and listening with greedy attention to the fatteries
of some interested partizan of the other sex, who enlarges
on the advantages which their interference would secure to
a favourite candidate at an election, are seen to plunge into
the rude intercourse and degrading occupations of a local
contest. In small towns, and in their immediate neighbour-
hood, the spirit of detraction ever appears with singular
vehemence. In the metropolis, and in other large cities, it
may perhaps be no less active. There, however, its activity
is dispersed amidst the crowd of individuals whom it assails,
It has there such an overflowing abundance of delinquents,
or supposed delinquents, to pursue, that persons who are not
conspicuous in the routine of fashion, nor by any other inci-
dent particularly drawn forth into public notice, have a rea«
sonable chance of escaping very numerous attacks. But here
the smallness of the circle renders all who move in it univers
sally known to each other. The objects on which curiosity
can exercise her talents are so few, that she never withdraws
her eye from any of them long; and she already knows so
much respecting each, that she cannot rest until she has
learned every thing., Nor is this all, Among the females
who are acting their parts on so narrow a stage, clashings,
and competitions, and dissensions, will have been frequent ;

and grudges of ancient date are revived to supply food for
present malevolence and scandal,
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the want of any of them would prove, in the way of example,
far more prejudicial in the wife of a clergyman than in
another person. Hence the repeated injunctions which he
delivers to the teachers of Christianity, that they should
““rule well their own families (d)."” Hence too the promise
given by every clerzyman of the established Church of
England at his admission into holy orders, that he will
¢ frame and fashion his family, as well as himself, according
¢ to the doctrine of Christ ; that both may be wholesome
““ examples and patterns to his flock (e).” If a clergyman, he
whose office it is to guide others from the follies and cor-
ruptions of the world into the way of salvation, to ** let his
“light so shine before men that they may see his good
¢ works and glorify,” by imitating them, * his Father who
““is in heaven (f),” forget that branch of his sacred func-
tion ; if he indulge, T will not say in gross vices, but in
those lighter instances of misconduct, which are yet suffi-
cient to evince that religion holds not an undisputed predo-
minance in his heart: the dullest understanding is quick-
sighted enough to discern his faults, and to avail itself of the
pretences which they may be represented as affording for
criminal indulgences and carelessness in others. This obser-
vation may be extended in a certain degree to the example
displayed by his family, more especially to that exhibited
by his wife. Does she, who is the constant companion of a
minister of religion, she who, in addition to the motives
whichi press on all “ women professing godliness (g),” all
women who profess to believe and practise Christianity, is
urged by peculiar obligations to the attainment of Christian
excellence, prove herself actuated by a worldly temper? 1Is
she aspiring, vain, giddy, calumnious, avaricious, or unfor-
giving? She transgresses the laws of her Saviour, and disre.

(d) 1 Tim. iii. 4, 5.12. (¢) See the office of ordination.
tf) Matt. v. 6, g) 1 Tim, ii, 10.
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to that which he originally possessed, and in particular if
he has thus raised himself from very low beginnings: his
wife is not unfrequently puffed up with the pride which he
is sometimes found to contract during the period of his
elevation ; looks down with the contemptuous insolence of
prosperity on her former acquaintances and friends ; frowns
into silence the hopes and the requests of poor relations ; and
would gladly consign to oblivion every circumstance, which
calls to mind the condition from which she has been
exalted. She becomes ambitious to display her newly
acquired wealth in the parade of dress, in costly furniture,
in luxurious entertainments. Ever apprehensive of being
treated by her late equals or superiors with a less degree of
respect than she now conceives to be her due; she perpe-
tually finds, or supposes that she finds, the real or imaginary
slight which she is taking such pains to discover. If from
the operation of absurd and arrogant prejudices, which,
though far less prevalent in modern times than heretofore,
are not yet wholly extinguished, she be occasionally treated
by ladies of superior rank and fortune with the supercilious
airs reserved to be exhibited towards those who have re-
cently emerged into opulence; instead of proving by her
conduct that * before honour is humility (),” she fails not
to convince them that her pride is equal to their own.
Though she may control the effervescence of her wrath, and
break not forth into turbulence and outrage ; she broods in
secret over the affront, and gratifies her malevolence with
every thing which truth or falsehood can suggest to the
detriment and disparagement of the offending party. The
disgracefulness and the guilt of these unchristian tempers
appear in the deepest colours of deformity, when contrasted
with the behaviour of those women who are seen to retain,

——

({) Proverbs, xv, 33.
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in parents which has here been censured is not to be cured
nor to be avoided merely by the exercise of discretion, This
isa case in which no degree of discretion will be able to
ensure habitual caution and forbearance. The evil is
deeply seated in the heart of the parent ; and to purify the
heart is the only remedy. Let parents themselves learn
to prize at the highest rate those things which are of the
greatest intrinsic worth ; and then, and then only, will
their conversation be such as not to ensnare their children
into a false estimation of objects, which comparatively have
little or no real value.

During the years when both the body and the mind are
to acquire the firmness which will be essential to each in
the struggles and temptations of life, let not your offspring
be enfeebled and corrupted by habits of effeminate indul-
gence. Let them be accustomed to plain food, simple
clothing, early and regular hours; to abundant exercise
in the open air; and to as little regard of the vicissitudes
of seasons as is consistent with reasonable attention to
health. Let them be guarded against indulging timidity ;
and more especially against affected apprehensions, to which
girls are frequently prone. Let humanity and mildness be
among the principles impressed most early on their hearts,
Let not the impression be permitted to grow faint ; and in
common with all just and amiable impressions, let it be
strengthened by the hand of religion. Teach them to abhor
the detestable sports derived from the sufferings of animals.
They who are inured in their childhood to persecute the
bird or torture the insect, will have hearts, in maturer years,
prepared for barbarity to their fellow-creatures. Allow not
your rising family to contract pernicious intimacies with
servants. But exact in their behaviour to your domestics a
deportment invariably gentle and unassuming. Point out
the impending hour, when all distinctions of rank will be
at an end ; when the important question to each individual
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thus that you may engage her to avail herself of the advan-
tage of your experience ; and render to her, by your counsel,
the most signal benefits both in the general intercourse of
society, and particularly when she meditates on any prospect
which may be opened to her of settling in connubial life.
There is a medium which is not always easy to be ob-
served, with respect to daughters being allowed to accept
invitations to pass some time in other families. Such inter-
course on proper occasions is improving as well as pleasant.
But if a young woman is accustomed to be frequently
absent from home, roving from house to house, and accu-
mulating visit upon visit; she is in no small danger of
acquiring an unsettled and dissipated spirit; of becoming
dissatisfied with the calm occupations and enjoyments of
the family fireside; and even of losing some portion of the
warm affection which she felt for her parents and near rela-
tions, while she was in the habit of placing her chief delight
in their society. If the parent would guard her daughters
from all propensity to this extreme, let her aid the sobriety
of disposition and sedateness of character, already instilled
into them, by the charms of never-failing and affectionate
good humour on her own part, which are essential to the
comfort of domestic life, and particularly attractive in the eye
of youth. There are fashionable mothers who, at the same
time that they introduce their daughters into a general and
free acquaintance with others of their age, sex, and station,
carefully instil into them the prudential maxim, to contract
friendship with none. The scheme either fails to succeed,
or breeds up a character of determined selfishness, Let the
parent encourage her daughters in friendly attachment to
young women, in whom amiable manners and virtuous
principles are exemplified. With the society of such friends
let her willingly gratify them; sometimes abroad, more
frequently under her own roof. But let her not consent to
their residence in families where they will be conversant
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There is scarcely any circumstance by which the sober
judgement and the fixed principles of parents are so fre-
quently perverted,as by a scheming eagerness respecting the
settlement of their daughters in marriage. That a daughter
should be settled in marriage is a point on which parents,
who would not take an improper step to promote it, are seen
too earnestly to fix their heart. They do not sufficiently re-
flect that the great object, which both old and yeung ought
to have in view through life, is, to do their duty, as in the
sight of God, in the situation in which they are actually.
placed, without being too solicitous to change it. In pro-
portion as the mind of a young woman is likely to lean with
too strong a bias towards matrimony, the more carefully
ought a parent to guard against augmenting the delusion.
Yet not only is this truth very frequently disregarded, but
absurd and unjustifiable activity is employed to effect matri-
monial establishments. A mother, who has personally
experienced how slight the connection is between connu-
bial happiness and the worldly advantages of wealth and
grandeur, is often seen training her children in the very
paths which she has found rugged and strewed with thorns,
The opinions, the passions, which, having smothered, she
imagined that she had extinguished, shew themselves to be
alive. She takes pains to deccive herself, to devise apologies
to her own conscience for indulging in the case of her
children the spirit of vanity and the anxiety for pre-emi-
nence, which -on every other occasion she has long and
loudly condemned. She magnifies in fancy the power of
doing good, the command of temporal enjoyments, all the
advantages, comforts, and gratifications which rank and
opulence confer; diminishes in the same proportion the
temptations and the drawbacks with which they are accom-
panied ; and discovers reasons which would render them
peculiarly trifling in the present instance. Has she herself
been unhappy, notwithstanding the possession of riches and
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wretchedness by which the marriage was in most instances
succeeded ; and drags him, unconvinced, from London to
Bath, from Tunbridge to Weymouth, that the young woman
may be corrupted into dissipation, folly, and misconduct,
and exposed, as in a public market, to the inspection of
bachelors of fashion. It would scarcely be practicable to
invent a system more indelicate to the feelings of the person
for whose benefit it is professedly carried on ; nor one whose
effect, considered in a matrimonial point of view, would
have a greater tendency to betra y her into a hasty engage-
ment, and the unhappiness which a hasty engagement
usually forbodes. But in this plan, as in others, cunning
not seldom over.reaches itself. The jealousy of other
mothers suspects the scheme; the quicksightedness of
young men discerns it. When once it is discerned, its
consequences are wholly opposite to those which it was
intended to produce, The destined captive recoils from the
net. The odium of the plot, instead of being confined, as
Justice commonly requires, to the mother, is extended to
the daughter, and pursues her whithersoever she goes. In
the intercourse of private families in the country, where
similar schemes are not unfrequent, though conducted on
a smaller scale ; the forward advances and studied attentions
of the mother to young men of fortune whom she wishes to
call her sons-in-law, are often in the highest degree distress-
ing to her daughters as well as offensive to the other parties :
and in many cases may actually prevent attachments, which
would otherwise have taken place.

The adjustment of pecuniary transactions antecedent to
marriages commonly belongs to the fathers of the young
people, rather than to maternal care. But the opinion of
the mother will, of course, have its weight. Let that weight
ever be employed to counteract the operation of sordid
principles : and to promote the arrangement of all subordi-
Rate points on such a basis as may promise permanence to
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degree of advantage from your endeavours, It binds you to
consult their improvemnent by deliberate advice, by incidental
reflection, by silent example ; by studiously selecting, varying
and combining the means which you employ according to
the character and situation of the person whom you desire
to benefit. It binds you to do all with earnestness and pra-
dence; with sincerity and benevolence. It binds you to
beware, lest by negligence you lose opportunities which you
might with propriety have embraced ; or through inadver-
tence and mistaken politeness contribute to strengthen sen-
timents and practices, to which, if you are at the time unable
to oppose effectual resistance, you ought at least not to have
given the apparent sanction of your authority.

The good sense and the rcfinement of the present age
have abated much of the contempt, with which it was
heretofore the practice to regard women, who had attained
or past the middle period of life without having entered
into the bands of marriage. The contempt was unjust;
and it was ungenerous. Why was it ever deemed to be
merited ? Because the objects of it were remaining in a
state of singlehood? Perhaps that wvery circumstance
might be entitled in a large majority of instances to praise
and admiration, So various are the motives which men in
general permit to have considerable influence on their views
in marriage ; so different are the opinions of different in-
dividuals of that sex as to personal appearance and manners
in the other; that of the womén who pass through life
without en*ering into a connubial engagement, there are,
probably, very few who have not had, earlier or later,
the option of contracting it. 1If then, from a wise and deli-
cate reluctance to accept offers made by persons of ob-
Jjectionable or of ambiguous character ; from unwillingness
to leave the abode of a desolate parent, struggling with diffi-
culties, or declining towards the grave ; from a repugnance
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and of age, unfurnished with the means of procuring the
assistance and the comforts which sinking health demands.
Let not unfeeling derision be added to the difficulties,
which it has perhaps been impossible to avoid, or virtue
not to decline.

CHAPTER XVI.
ON THE DUTIES OF THE DECLINE OF LIFE. — CONCLUSION.

Tue course of our enquiry now conducts us to the period,
when gray hairs and augmenting infirmities forebode with
louder and louder admonition the common termination of
mortality. The spring and summer of life are past ; autumn
is far advanced ; the frown of winter is already felt. Age
has its privileges and its honours. It claims exemption from
the more arduous offices of society, to which its strength is
no longer equal ; and immunity from some at least of the
exertions, the fruit of which it cannot enjoy. Deprived of
many active pleasures, it claims an equivlaent of ease and
repose. Forced to contract the sphere of its utility, it claims
a grateful remembrance of former services, From the child
and the near relation, it claims duty and love: from all,
tenderness and respect., Its claims are just, acceptable, and
sacred. Reason approves them ; sympathy welcomes them ;
Revelation sanctions them. ¢ Let children requite their
“ parents (z).” * Despise not thy mother when she is
“old (y)," *Intreat the elder women as mothers (2),”

(=) 1 Tim, v. 4. (y) Prov. xxiii, 22. (z) 1 Tim, vi. 1, 2.

























































