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X1

whom the following Treatise is not addressed.
In the first place, it is not addressed to him,*
who from accident, or any other cause, having
been called in to attend another man’s patient,
endeavours by every mean and underhand
insinuation to wrest that patient from the ori-
ginal attendant; nor is it addressed to him,
who may have been sent for, whilst another was
in attendance, and taking advantage of the
absence of that other, after much apparently
skilful examination, and many enquiries to no
purport whatever, casts up his eyes to heaven,
and, with that mysterious waving to and fro of
the hands, and that significant medical * Awm,”
exclaims, aghast in wonder and amaze, “ What
a pity you had not sent for me before—if I had
only been called in siz hours sooner—but it is
now too late, it has gone too far ;”’—mnor to him,
who under similar circumstances, on being shewn
the medicine which had been prescribed, so
natural to the friends of the patient, examines
the devoted bottle with wonderful sagacity, and
after due smelling, and sniffing, and tasting, and
various other mountebank operations, dooms the

~* All the imperfections of character alluded to are unfor-
tunately taken from living practitioners.
B2
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fessional and dishonest, is not rendering it full
justice ; it is base and unmanly in the extreme;
it is assassination in the dark—the resort of the
coward. The man who gives his adversary due
notice of attack, and thus enables him to with-
stand the shock of his charge, who openly de-
clares him to be an ignorant blockhead, and
unfit to practise his profession, is a noble and
honest character compared with this other. Nor,
lastly, 1s 1t addressed to the man who carries
his profession upon his back wherever he goes,
who never loses an opportunity of instilling into
the minds of all those who have the misfortune
to pass before him, that he is the incomparable ;
that if a person really wishes to be cured, to
him they must go; that of all the professors of
‘medicine he is, emphatically, the professor—the
nonsuch of the profession; or, to him who seizes
the opportunity, when the family are present,
~of reprimanding a young practitioner for alleged
indiscretion, for the malicious purpose of inju-
ring his reputation, or who expatiates in his
absence on the advantages of employing a
physician exclusively, who understands disease
and infirmities better, and who, when unham-
pered by a general practitioner, orders little or
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To such a character is this Essay addressed,
with the purest and most unfeigned desire to
see the profession disentangle itself from the
thraldom under which it labours, to raise it in
public estimation,—but, above all, in the esti-
mation of the members themselves; to induce
a reverence for that self-respect, which every in-
dividual should entertain for himself; and to
this man we trust it may not be wholly useless,
by suggesting hints which may serve to direct
him in cases of difficulty; for, with the very best
of intentions, a man may be thrown into situa-
tions where he will hesitate as to what course to
pursue : for instance, he may be sent for in a
hurry when the regular attendant happens to
be out of the way; he goes and prescribes, then
of course retires, leaving the patient under the
care of the regular aftendant; but, as he is
going, the family request him to call again; he
pleads professional honour and etiquette, prof-
fering his services at any time under similar
circumstances ; the family still urge him to con-
tinue, asserting that it will make no difference
so far as the previous attendant is concerned, as
if he refuses, they will send for some other
person; a man, whose feelings are not over
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only receive a crown, or less, for conferring a
similar kindness. The inconvenience also of
having a fixed remuneration must be clear to
every one, as in many cases a practitioner might
have to pay more than he receives.

- Toremove all these difficulties, we would there-
fore propose that, whenever one practitioner is
accidentally called in to attend a labour for ano-
ther—excepting amongst intimate friends, who of
course will consult their feelings much better, by
allowing a larger latitude of generosity, if we may
use that word—he shall receive half the fee, recog-
nizing no fee below one guinea, or above two, and
that this shall in future be considered perfectly
compatible with the highest notions of honour and
professional etiquette, as it would appear to be con-
sistent with equity and common sense. The same
rule, with some slight modification, might apply
to accidents, especially those of a serious cha-
racter.

It frequently happens that a person, having
engaged no medical man, sends for the nearest by
chance, who being out, and having no one at home
who is efficient, application is made to the next.
In this case, we do not see that the first has any
right to put in his claim as a general rule, from
the mere accident of his being sent for first, or
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pretty equally balanced, be placed in such different
positions ? Yet the profession may daily witness
the monstrous absurdity of two men of equal
grade, the one receiving his guinea, the other
his half-crown, for the same services, with this
difference, that he who receives the half-crown has
to provide medicine in the bargain. Now to
obviate this anamoly, we would suggest that when
two practitioners, possessing the same legal quali-
fications (for however absurd these may be as the
line is now drawn, yet they form the only criterion
for us to act upon), meet upon a case, they should
be received on precisely the same footing, and each
have the same amount of remuneration, and at
the same time, for that particular consultation,
whether this be a guinea, a half-guinea, or a crown.

From the want of a defined line of distinction,
based on something more rational than the mere
possession of property, it very frequently occurs
in London, that general practitioners, who have
received the usual advantages which fall to the lot
of the great mass of the profession, and no more,
who rank with the general practitioner, and who
possess no other claims to be distinguished from
the mass than their financial efficiency, yet from
this circumstance alone, assume a higher standing,
and practise as a physician, though under the
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same amount of fee, and at the same time, which is
tendered to the other ; and this, too, whether that
other ‘be aregularly qualified physician, or simply
practising as such under the feigned title of sur-
geon. This will in a great measure tend to remove
the absurd preference given to one over the other.

Whilst we are upon this subject, we cannot
resist the temptation of suggesting, that years
should be made the grand basis on which to
found distinctions in the profession : a distinction
which Nature seems to have authorized in most
other things to command respect, one more con-
genial with the feelings of all, and consistent with
rationality, and which would appear to be far less
open to objections than those at present existing.
The principle is already recognized in requiring
candidates for diplomas, both at the Apothecaries’
Hall and the College of Surgeons, to be of a
certain age; and why should not men as they
advance in years become eligible for greater
honours? It would have the good effect of pre-
serving a competition in the desire of knowledge.
The fact of a young man leaving a university to
practise as physician, to teach his grandmother
the elements of life, is as ridiculous as it would be

to make him commander-in-chief of an army, or
admiral of a fleet.






11

only impose upon the ignorant, and cannot fail
to lower a man in his own estimation ; the pro-
fession should be too proud to violate the laws of
good taste and honesty, to'bend to popular error.
We remember some time since dining at a house
where there was a lawyer at table, who, amongst
many other professional terms, said, nothing was
so mean as a fu gquoque; if this gentleman could
have seen how ridiculous he appeared, his coun-
tenance would doubtless have betrayed some em-
barrassment of the internal man.

When any person unnecessarily uses technical
terms in the presence of others, who may not be
supposed to understand them, we regard it as a
direct insult to those persons; it is in fact laugh-
ing at them. Closely allied to this habit, is that
of clothing medicinal preparations in false colours,
such as mixing rose pink with linseed meal, ver-
milion with epsom salts, burnt sugar with gou-
lard water, &c. &c. We know that strong excuses
may be pleaded in extenuation; but we may be
permitted to deplore that constitution of society,
which renders such conduct almost necessary ;
we believe it to be perfectly incompatible with an
ardent love of truth, and a glowing admiration of
rectitude.

- Many other practices would seem to come very
c 2
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haps, he has never seen the person before; assu-
ming a very religious tone according to the cha-
racter he has to deal with, as, “ Well, Ma'am, we
have maturely considered your dear little girl, and
ordered such and such medicine, which, by the
‘blessing of God, we hope will have the desired
“effect :” all this hypocritical cant, if it be not
criminal, is truly disgusting.

Another recent manceuvre, which is sometimes
practised, is putting up counterfeit medicines, and
letting them lie about the counter in the surgery
or shop, so as to give a false impression of busi-
ness ; talking largely, and contriving, if any ex-
cuse can possibly be obtained for so doing, to
introduce the name of some nobleman or baronet
into all his discourse, chiefly before strangers. We
have witnessed instances where some unfortunate
peer, who may have accidentally got his name
upon an apothecary’s books, has had that name
mangled most unmercifully, as, “John, has my
Lord such a one had his medicine ? be good enough
to send that medicine to his Lordship directly; I
will attend to you, Sir, as soon as I have ordered

something for my Lord " &c. We remember
hearing of a man who could not open his mouth
without letting people know that he kept a horse
and chaise; a bet was made upon the strength
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advice in the morning, and sending all their pre-
scriptions to a particular shop, where a much
higher charge is made in order to remunerate
both parties, is most dishonest; because, under
the mask of great liberality, they carry on a
thriving trade : if it were an understood thing, of
course the transaction would bear a very different
complexion. It is high time that the profession
should disentangle itself from all these disrepu-
table artifices, which we submit, with all respectful
deference, are totally incompatible with a straight-
forward course of honesty.

Not quite so palpable as these is that system of
being all things to all men ; of studiously avoid-
ing expressing a sentiment which may be thought
not exactly to correspond with another’s ; of feed-
ing the ruling passions of others, whatever may
be their tendency ; of holding no opinion on gene-
ral or public subjects ; of adopting a reservedness
in all mixed society. All this may be very good
policy, but there is something servile in suppress-
ing one’s sentiments, lest they should not harmo-
nize with those of other persons; in sounding
one's way with such cautious timidity, lest a
rumour should get afloat that one is not of the
orthodox: but, above all, would we deprecate, in
the strongest terms language is capable of afford-
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CHAPTER VI

MODE OF PAYMENT.

So long as medical men shall continue to uphold
that system of payment, by charging for every
bottle of medicine and every box of pills which is
sent, so long will the profession labour under the
public stigma of sending in medicine for their
own advantage, and not their patients’; so long
will medical men be subjected to have their feel-
ings violated by medicine being returned (we have
known instances where such an outrageous insult
has been offered as returning all the medicine
unopened after recovery from an illness) ; so long
will those in second-rate practice have the size of
their powders and the capacity of their bottles
canvassed ; and those of first-rate be liable to
receive polite hints that they have sent a suffi-
ciency of medicine ; so long will the occupation
be debased by haggling about charges, and dispu-
tations about the quantity of medicine had; so
long will practitioners be compelled to resort to
law, to endeavour to recover their due, which we
submit is most undignified, and identifying the
profession with trades, and less exalted employ-
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always the means at immediate command ; but
fees may be as low as half-a-crown, or less; and
we submit it would be far more dignified to re-
ceive even one shilling at every visit, than be
exposed to imputations at the year’s end of over-
charging, sending too much medicine, lotions
being valueless, and rubbish of this kind ; and as
for the other objection, our experience invariably
has been, that when a person had not the means
of paying a certain amount every day, they could
not afford to pay seven times as much at the end
of the week. Viewed in another light, it would
have a most desirable influence on the public, in
giving a practical lesson of providence ; and if it
once became general, it would be far more easy
than the present plan; and we assert this, from
having personally experienced both ways. We
advocate the mode of paying medical men so
much per annum for each person or family, ac-
cording to the means and chance of casualties ;
this relieves the medical attendant of a great deal
of anxiety about his pecuniary affairs, which he
ought not to have. But this arrangement could
not conveniently be universally adopted, the one
by fees might, and it would draw a clear line
of distinction between the actual practitioner and
the chemist and druggist only. Another great
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wonder people should be terrified at the sight of a
doctor’s bill, when they go in six yards long. Of
this we are quite confident, that until the present
mode of payment be altered, the profession will
never be what it ought; it will never take that
rank in society to which it is entitled. What
could be more repulsive to a physician of liberal
mind, after having paid fifty visits, to which cus-
tom would award as many guineas, than to be
asked what he could afford to take off, or to be
told he would confer a great favour by returning
some portion of it ? We have known such done.
The plan of present payment, too, would remove
all that doubt which exists as to paying for do-
mestics, which is often the source of much annoy-
ance, and, occasionally, of legal dispute. There is
a good deal of difference in the practice of persons
respecting this ; but from some experience in these
matters, we hesitate not to say, that all respect-
able people do it generally; and, in equity, it
would seem that a domestic, who has been some
time in a fa_mily, has a moral claim, when it can
be afforded without inconvenience. It is most un-
just, and even inhumane, to throw a servant upon
her own resources in case of illness, who may
have faithfully discharged her duties for several
years ; yet we have been witness to an instance
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student happens to be the pupil of one professor,
is that any reason why he should be treated with
contumely, or indifference, by another? A man
cannot be the pupil of all professors, and there-
fore he goes to the one whom he considers will do
him the most justice ; he may be right, or wrong,
but he acts for the best, and consequently is not
entitled to disrespect. There is a feeling of jea-
lousy too prevalent amongst the teachers of me-
dicine, and the preferences which are often shewn
partake of a littleness of mind.

We remember, some years since, a student
of a private anatomical theatre, which had
justly earned a very high reputation, being in the
dead-house of a large London hospital, to the
practice of which he had subscribed; and having
made a remark, with a view to elicit information,
the operating demonstrator looked hard at him
for a few seconds, and then observed, that people
had no business there who dissected at other
schools, and did not attend the demonstrations in
the hospital ; still less had they any privilege to
make an observation. There was something so
mean, so illiberal, so paltry, so contemptible, in
this, that if we did not think we should be laying
ourselves open to an action, we would give the
name, more especially as it was a man of rather
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matter of right, to expect the gratuitous services of
another, simply on the ground of similarity of occu-
pation ; yet we admit that a great many exceptions
must be made to this rule; for example, an equality
of grade has greater claim to exemption than dif-
ference ; thus one physician would hardly think of
taking fees from another physician. We would
appeal, also, to those gentlemen engaged in teaching
and lecturing, whether it be generous to receive
remuneration from pupils, except when the pupils
may be in very different pecuniary circumstances to
their teachers; though we have heard of such things
having been done!? We think, also, that friendship,
and even professional acquaintance, should form the
strongest grounds to exemption; and poverty will
never plead in vain with the benevolent. That one
medical man should make out his bills against
another, seems certainly a most gross violation of
professional etiquette; but that he should be remu-
nerated, is no less certainly just; in fine, to sum up
all we have said, or would say, we conceive the
acceptance of remuneration, abstractedly, by one
medical man from another, to be perfectly in accord-
ance with medical etiquette; that it should be received
by way of demand, is equally in opposition to it ; that
compliance with etiquette invariably requires the
tender to be made, in proportion to the length of
D 2
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entertained by some. that the relations of deceased
medical men, without reference to state, possess
a decided claim upon all the members of the pro-
fession, seems to us an absurd, unjust, and visionary
idea. A little extension of the same principle
would produce a community of property, and lead all
persons to throw their labour, and goods, into the
general weal ; which, however disinterested it might
be, we do not think would tend to advance the civili-
zation and improvement of mankind. A habit of
grasping is by no means a general failing in the
profession ; the fault lies a little the other way; and
there are very many who much prefer indulging their
liberality, than extending the lining of their pockets.
These remarks have been occasioned by a circum-
stance which came under our observation some time
since, where a young practitioner had been attending
upon another much older, and in very superior cir-
cumstances, most assidunusly, and so far as thanks
and verbal acknowledgments went, was amply
repaid ; but no pecuniary consideration was offered,
although the attendance had been long, and much
medicine, and many things unconnected with medi-
cine, which are usually kept in a chemist’s shop, had
been supplied ; the parties never having heard of each
other before the accidental occurrence which brought
them together. To suffer this to pass by unnoticed:
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state. No one hesitates about charging for a bottle
of medicine, nor do the public think about disputing
such charge; but a name is so easily written, and
a prescription copied, that people look upon these
things as matters of course, and never think of
offering a medical man any remuneration for perusing
a long document, and incurring a responsibility,
sometimes of no small character. There seems to be
abroad an unaccountable aversion to paying for any
thing, which cannot be eaten, or drunk, or used in
some way. It has always appeared to us most un-
reasonable on the part of the public to request, and
very injudicious also on the part of medical men to
give up, a copy of one of their own prescriptions
which has proved extremely serviceable, without
equivalent; yet it is a common occurrence for any
patients, on the plea of going into the country, to
request of their medical attendant a prescription of
some medicine they may have been taking a consi-
derable time, and may possibly continue to take for
years,

From the foolish system of charging for attendance
under the form of medicine, the general practitioner
has probably been receiving three shillings for that

~which would be prepared at a chemist’s for half, or
less; of course that prescription never comes back
‘again; and thus a medical man gives up, perhaps, a
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general practitioner for the same purpose, and
expects, free of all remuneration, that which has
been tried, and proved to be of essential service, the
force of which may continue for years! We have
known instances where prescriptions, thus obtained,
have been copied repeatedly, and given away to one
friend or another, and yet the original writer has
derived no advantage. This is making a most unfair
use of them. What would the proprietor of a patent
medicine say, if he were asked for the prescription
of his nostrum? Not that we are going to identify
the profession with quackery, but we think there is a
strong resemblance between the inconsistency of the
two requisitions. Instead of acceding to the applica-
tion gratuitously, common sense would seem to dictate
that a double fee should be given in exchange; nor can
we see any breach of the nicest notions of professional
honour and justice, in requiring some equivalent,
We therefore respectfully beg leave to propose to the
profession generally, that in all cases where a patient
applies for a prescription of a general practitioner of
medicine, which has proved its value, on the plea of
going into the country, or any other pretext what-
ever, a fair consideration be demanded as a matter
of course, proportioned to the circumstances of the
patient, and the probable use it is likely to prove of,
the minimum amount being equal to a physician’s
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the consideration of personal responsibility, on the
score of his time alone he has a claim to remunera-
tion where numbers are concerned; and the same
principle which applies to fifty, equally applies to one.
We propose, then, as the offices pay the medical man
attached to the institution, the party insuring should
pay their own attendant; and that the office enclose
a fee with the certificate, and charge it again on the
policy, and that every certificate sent to a medical
practitioner for the purpose of being filled up, from
any public body whatever, without containing a fee,
be returned as sent.

It not unfrequently occurs that persons about to
emigrate request, certainly as a favour, of a general
practitioner, of whom perhaps they know nought
but the name, having never required attendance, that
he will put his signature to a paper, certifying that
they are in good health, which of course he cannot
conscientiously do without some little examination,
and some few inquiries ; but if any charge were made
for this, it would be looked upon as very irregular,
and unjust, although he may have had the same
trouble, as if he had prescribed for the individual:
we should like to know why he is not to be paid in
the same way, as if he had given his advice; or
what the value of a bottle of medicine has to do
with it 2
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sent occupants; he only injures those already there,
without benefitting himself; and this conduct gene-
rally meets with its due desert in disappointment.
But where there is abundance of room we do not
see that one man has an exclusive right to the en-
joyment of his thousands, when there may, perhaps,
be numerous of his brethren, equally worthy and de-
serving, starving around him, unless he can shew
some better title to the sole privilege than merely
priority of settlement; and we would respectfully
put it to the better feelings of these gentlemen, as
we know they are for the most part pretty diligent
" in their church attendance, whether it be consistent
with what is generally inculcated there, whether it
be in harmony with that golden Rule of rules, whose
applicability is equally religious, civil, and philoso-
phical, and which we have chosen for our motto,
““ Do unto others as you would that they should do
unto you,” to view with an eye of jealousy and aver-
sion any person who may happen to fix his tent
within their supposed boundaries, though with the
best of intentions, and endowed with the highest
moral qualifications ?

Whilst we are rather disposed to encourage Com-
petition, as being favourable to the development of
mind, we would draw a very strongly-marked line
of distinction between this and Opposition, against

E
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pressed, which may only be temporary to his own
advantage, he most justly lays himself open to the
reception of similar treatment from others.

Some persons have a habit of getting patients this
way under the mask of liberality: we were present
at a case of this kind not long since, when the second
party, who was sent for, in consequence of the family
practitioner being from home at the time, assumed
the highest tone; he had no desire to repeat his
visit unless it was particularly wished; in fact, he
was a great advocate of liberal conduct; he was ever
ready to do anything for a brother practitioner. Of
course, out of common politeness, they could do no
less than request him to look in the next day; and
sounding his way like a skilful tactician, the more
the family urged his attendance, the more reluct-
ance and liberality he could afford to assume. No
doubt he thought he had obtained a rich prize; but
the previous attendant calling soon afterwards, dis-
persed these bright visions for ever. This is the
meanest of all arts, for hypocrisy is blended with
dishonesty ; it is what we term attempting to steal
a patient,

We shall be told by many in the profession that
necessity has no law; that it will not do to be over
nice about trifles in such times as the present; that
a little underhand conduct is pardonable when a man
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of outward deception! The respect, almost reve-
rence, which is paid to external show, divested of
all internal worth, is a very mischievous error in
society ; and so long as a handsome carriage, with
a pair of fine bred horses, is allowed to cover such
a multitude of failings, so long will such be sought
after with avidity by individuals as the chief good,
and law, justice, humanity, and the rights of society
ansulted and trampled upon in order to obtain them.

CHAPTER XIII.

WHEN A FORMER PRACTITIONER HAS BEEN
UNHANDSOMELY DISMISSED.

Tais question will, perhaps, at first sight appear
somewhat contradictory to the last, but we shall
endeavour to preserve a consistency; it is a delicate
point of inquiry, and it may be rather unreasonable
to expect the profession to take so high a stand, as
to make an injury to another a ground for non-
attendance. Quixotic views of morals we fear are
not very fashionable at the present day; but yet we
feel strongly disposed to put it to the more culti-
vated portion of the profession, whether it be mnot
conniving at ill-usage, to condescend to give at-
tendance where there has been a manifest outrage
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séns¢, is as much entitled to damages, as if he had
suffered an injury recognized by law. A circum-
stance of this kind might be his ruin; for instance,
let him be sent for to attend one branch of a large
connexion, and after some time capriciously dis-
charged, the world observes the fact, and naturally
infers that something or other unpleasant must
have occurred; and thus it is made to bear an erro-
neous construction, which operates seriously to his
disadvantage. They were not obliged to send, but
having sent, a moral relation is established between
them, which caprice ought not to be allowed to
destroy. A person has no remedy at law, but that
does not alter the case; the injury inflicted may
prove far greater than many recognized by law;
and we view it as an index of a very defective state
of moral improvement, that man is compelled to
have recourse to law at all. And in proportion as
Moral law takes precedence of Statute law, so we
submit is it a proof of advancement in civilization ;
and in the purest state of civilization to which it is
possible for man to arrive, the moral law, or the
law of Abstract Right, will have acquired such exclu-
sive control over the public mind, as completely to
nullify all written law, and render legislation a
mere sinecure. .

-:We would leave it, then, to the candour and intel-
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foreed by morality. Parents are compelled by law
to support their children, i. e. to find them in food
and clothing, but it makes no provision for what is
equally necessary both for their present and future
welfare, education ; yet the parent who neglects this
duty, is as guilty before God, as if he had put his
child away to starve from hunger and cold. Morality
has stamped this claim upon the child as forcibly as
those recognized by the laws ; indeed, all the higher
and more important rights of society necessarily
escape the coarse views of legislators. :
This reasoning may, perhaps, be thought by some
to be very tyrannical, but that only proves their
crude notions of real liberty. The present laws, of
what is called civilization, are an improvement upon
those which regulate the conduct of savages; and
though men are not allowed to roam about in that
unruly way, there is more real liberty enjoyed.
Property, though only in its rudest definition, and
Person are protected, but that is all; the more
important interests of man are wholly neglected.
Now, under a system of moral laws, supported by
public opinion, there could scarcely be an act of
injustice committed ; there would be more powerful
restraints laid upon men to respect the rights of
others, ’tis true, but a far greater degree of liberty
would be the portion of all ; earth would be turned
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unenviable moral dilemma. Strongly reluctant to
infringe in the least degree upon the claims of gene-
rosity, or to lay himself open to the slightest
imputation of illiberality, he yet feels a moral
responsibility resting upon him to give his honest
opinion; what is he to do? He must apply for
assistance to Moral Philosophy; she will teach him
that truth constitutes the great bond of union be-
tween man and man; and that however adverse to
his feelings, yet his duty to society, his duty to
himself, his duty to the individual soliciting his
opinion, call upon him to declare his real sentiments.

It has appeared to us that a very common notion
which has gone abroad, that under all circumstances
the previous treatment of a patient is to be supported
and confirmed, has its origin in a very false refine-
ment of feeling; and when duty and feeling clash,
we apprehend there will be few who will hesitate an
instant which is to be paramount. When it is con-
sidered how differently the time which ought to be
devoted to the acquisition of knowledge and experi-
ence, is passed by different individuals, it 1s not fair
that the man whohas devoted his whole time, morning,
noon, and night, to his profession ; who has been an
unceasing attendant in the dissecting-room; who has
sat for months over offensive subjects, until their re-
volting appearance through habit had almost become
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tice has been our landmark, and in our desire to
promote concord and harmony amongst the several
branches of the profession, we would most scrupu-
lously avoid trespassing upon her sacred rights.

But after all that has been said, from the conjectural
character of the science itself, there cannot be a great
many cases, which will not admit of two opinions;
and when this is the case, and a second 1s called to
pronounce upon the treatment of another, it becomes
him to do it with that modesty and hesitation which
are the necessary consequences of a conviction that
he may be wrong, and the other right after all. The
science of medicine seems peculiarly adapted to illus-
trate the ancient adage—that the more we know, the
less we think we know ; that it is not until we are
about to quit the world for ever, we first discover we
are learners. Itisvery certain, that as a man acquires
knowledge he becomes proportionably modest, be-
cause each discovery he makes but tends to shew him
how much more he has yet to learn. A decided and
unequivocal assertion in medicine is worth nothing.
We have heard an eminent surgeon of the present
day, second in richness of mind to none in Europe,
attached to one of the largest hospitals in London,
decline giving an opinion upon a case at all, on the
plea that he was so much out a little before on an
apparently similar one; and we well remember the
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made a bishop? It is a part of the form to say that
he will not; and, in consequence of his modesty, is
thrust into the office. Public medical situations are
seldom filled by the most competent persons, and for
this reason, that they are too proud to go about from
hoase to house canvassing for interest,

In all public situations, the obligation ought to
rest upon the electors, not upon the person elected ;
it is he who confers the favour in consenting to work
by contract, and undertaking the responsibilities.
Persons impressed with a due sense of the moral
responsibility attaching to all public appointments,
and who would therefore conscientiously fulfil the
duties, are seldom over anxious about possessing
them. The expense necessarily entailed on all can-
didates to carry on a successful canvass is a disgrace
to the electors: it is in reality equivalent to selling
the office to the highest bidder—it would be far more
honest to put it up to auction. The number of can-
didates for a situation, however unimportant it may
be, serves to shew the public that medical men are
at a discount, and therefore may be treated with
slight and disrespect with impunity. The usage to
which surgeons are subjected on board ship is often
most disgraceful ; and we believe it entirely arises
from the eagerness with which a vacancy is sought
gﬂ:er by the numerous applicants, and the favour
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heaven ; and monstrous folly that respect should be
paid to men in proportion to their annual expendi-
ture. We have known a person severely rebuked
for his deviation from this senseless custom. *‘ You
must not speak to that man so, Sir, he is worth two
hundred thousand pounds,” was the reproof to one,
who was speaking with the freedom of equality to
another, of whose finances he was ignorant, or else
was unorthodox enough to imagine a statue of gold
to be no better than one of marble, if the workman-
ship were not superior.

If society still wills this to be the law, then in the
name of justice let every man wear his figure on his
back, or some other conspicuous part, in order that
‘he may receive his due share of respect; and let
tables be constructed for the benefit of the public,
shewing the exact proportion due to each particular
amount; and in case of the infliction of a property
tax, we suspect that the treasury would experience
the advantage of such an admirable plan.

Of course we cannot expect to alter the standard
of the public in estimating professional acquirements;
but our object is with the profession to rest its dig-
nity and respectability upon infinitely higher, and
more substantial foundations than coaches and horses,
parks and villas, footmen and servants, wines and

parties, blanc-manges and jellies, and such like flimsy
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not sit in a shop for a small annuity, as well as pre-
scribe at a dispensary at a fixed salary, and in a
similar way. There seems to us to be no difference,
except that the one is a public institution, and the
other a private; and a private one is far more likely
to be conducted with ability and conscience, inas-
much as it must depend in some measure upon its
own intrinsic merit for success, whereas public ones
being irresponsible, or nearly so, are often the theatres
of great neglect. Why one should be considered a
place of honour, and the other of degradation, we
cannot tell, except by that perversion of the judg-
ment which we so hourly witness.

A man puts up for a dispensary yielding £50 per
annum, where he has to sit two hours during three
days in the week; he is defeated, and afterwards
makes an arrangement with a chemist to the same
effect ; we should only like to see the ingenuity
which could pointout the nicety of distinction. We
shall perhaps be told, that the one is elected on
account of his superior talents: but before a man
urges this, he must divest himself of all modesty, or
else imagine his hearers to have just dropped from
the clouds. If we may be allowed to draw a com-
parison between public and private dispensaries, we
would decidedly give the preference to private, for
this reason, that they inflict no moral injury upon the
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for assistance, from that day, from that very hour
that he first receives relief in the form of public
charity, like the  King’s shilling,” it has damned
him for ever; he feels that his self-respect and self-
reliance have received a blow, from which they will
never recover ; he feels that a stigma is attached to
him destined to haunt him through life.* He would
have worked skin to bone before it had come to
this, but having passed the Rubicon, like a woman
who has lost her honour, each slip becomes more and
more easy; and having nothing to protect, he cares
for nothing, but becomes wild and careless, fit only
to herd with slaves and swine. What we have been
here urging, is not the fruit of idle speculation and
reverie, but the result of a conviction obtained by a

* We cannot in this place resist the temptation of exposing one
of the absurd fallacies by which this nation has been misruled ;
it proves how uncongenial a state of war is with the cultivation
of sound principles of philosophy. Will it be believed, at the pre-
sent day, that a prime minister of England, during a great part
of the reign of George the Third, William Pitt, could have be-
trayed such profound ignorance of the human mind, as to have
given utterance to the sentiment, that the acceptance of public
cliarity should be esteemed an honour? Is it credible that any
individual could have imagined that he had power to twist about
human principles and feelings at his pleasure ; to make that
honourable which Nature in her wisdom has stamped, nu-
Ipermhah]y stamped, with the marks of disgrace ?
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by the other half. The institution of public medical
charities, like all other public charities, we strongly
suspect is prescribing for an effect only, entirely
overlooking the grand cause, which they rather fan
and inflame, than weaken; and if we may be again
allowed to digress a hittle, we would refer it to the
more reflecting, whether they are not calculated to
loosen the base of our social constitution, and in the
end endanger the government itself? The strength
of a government, if it be just, will always be in pro-
portion to the freedom the people enjoy : now, free-
dom we take to he utterly incompatible with the
acceptance of public charity. Then it follows of course
that the more these institutions increase, and the
more recipients there are, the more precarious will
become the foundations on which a just government
is built. How many thousands are there annually
brought into the world by charity ! from the moment
they receive the breath of life, they are nursed by
charity; they are educated, if we may be pardoned such
a flagrant misuse of that word, they are educated by
charity; they are afterwardssupported by charity; they
give life to others by charity; and they eventually
go out of the world by charity. Are such as these
ornaments to society, or can they exist in any very
large numbers but to the endangerment of the state ?
We would ask any one acquainted with the simplest
| G 2
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Canvassing, we will say no more about it now. It
occasionally happens that medical officers are obliged
to submit to great indignities from the patients;
when some persons are made the dispensers of other’s
bounty, a degree of jealousy is naturally excited in
the receivers to see that it is dispensed fairly, and a
fancied neglect will sometimes call forth a volume of
the real genuine: we have heard the like of this—
““ A pretty fellow, when he is paid by lords and ladies,
to give away the physic gracious (gratis), to treat
the people so, but we’ll get him discharged.” The
poor look upon what they receive in the form of
. public charity as a right, when it has become habitual
to them, and they are extremely tenacious of their
supposed rights : we have been present when a sub-
seriber has been asked for a letter of recommendation
to a medical charity as a matter of course, with all
the monchalance and confidence that would have
been displayed in purchasing a loaf of bread, the
mere asking being considered a sufficient claim to
possession.

We now come to a very important part of our
subject; and as we prefer working upon data, we
shall make the altercation which occurred a few years
back in the Aldersgate-street Dispensary, the ground
of our remarks. It will be remembered that, in con-
sequence of an alleged impertinent interference on
the part of the governors, all the medical officers
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servants of the public, and the public are bound in
conscience to look after them, and see that they do
their duty. Medical men are not to trample down
the ramparts of right, in order to maintain their sup-
posed dignity. If they will condescend to seek these
situations with such avidity, they must submit in
common justice to the dictates of their masters, be
they ever so tyrannical, and emanating from petty
tradespeople, and such like beings, or what is far
worse, from the insufferable domineering spirit of
wealth.

- The existence of public dispensaries necessarily
offers this alternative to medical men: either they
must be gulty of violating the laws of justice, or
else they must occasionally submit to see the dignity
of the profession suffer injury in their persons. We
suspect the nature of true dignity is not sufficiently
understood, nor are we disposed to set a very high
value upon that, which is so extremely sensitive to
the slightest puff upon its reputation; people who
are in the constant habit of talking about, and ex-
tolling any particular virtue, are generally conscious
of some weakness there; like all other lofty moral
qualities, dignity is too much mixed up and conta-
minated with external show and absurd assumptions,
instead of being allowed to rest upon its own inhe-
rent native excellence.
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younger ; and we trust they will be received in the
same spirit in which they are offered, as we are
thoroughly persuaded the more strictly they are
observed, the greater will be the benefit derived by
the individual.

We shall first address ourselves to those who
have just entered the profession, of doing which
there are several ways; some go at once to the
hospitals, others are bound as pupils to private prac-
titions, others again are put into shops. Of all
these various modes, we are rather disposed to think
that being in a shop a short time, at least, makes a
man a more perfect master of his profession; gives
him an insight into all the different branches; the
elementary part of prescribing, dispensing, and che-
mical action, is better seen there; and the active
employment which it affords is good for the health ;
and it, in a great degree, relieves a youth of that
quantity of idle time which is generally thrown upon
his hands at a private practitioner’s, and which often
generates habits of indolence.

The first duty indispensable to every young man
is to acquire good general habits of business, always
appearing to understand what he is about, and to
take an interest in his occupation; moving with
activity, and not as if he were labouring under para-
lysis ; displaying a quickness of mind in taking mes-
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that a profession, standing so much higher in publie
rank than other occupations, ought to exempt them
from anything which does not bear directly upon it;
thus, the washing out a bottle or a mortar is far
beneath their dignity; but it is a foolish sort of
pride, which nobody will appreciate but themselves,
which will stand much in the way of their advance-
ment, and which they should be too proud to in-
dulge. We have known pupils prefer standing idle,
looking at a boy whilst so employed, when they
- might have done it better themselves in half the
time ; we have ever found that the best apprentices
and best assistants have not been above these things;
such have always acquired the most respect, and
proved the most talented in after life. We shall,
perhaps, have some influence with our young friends,
when we tell them, that the extreme nicety of dis-
tinction which some draw between what does and
what does not come within the pale of their duty,
when they manifest such a jealousy of their supposed
immunities, they are identifying themselves with the
occupiers of the kitchen; for there a regular peerage
is established, and it would require the acuteness of
a metaphysician to discern all the delicate little
shades constituting the duty of each.

We are now about to allude to a subject, which
by many students will be considered a sore point;
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great deficiency in common’ self-respect. We have
seen so many instances of want of delicacy on this
point, that it has been necessary to intimate broadly
that there were duties in the study or surgery
requiring immediate attention,

On the other hand, we would recommend more
liberality of feeling on the part of many principals,
and that they should not adopt the other extreme,
which amounts to a total exclusion from the family;
a great deal must depend upon the nature of the
business and the youth. But there are occasions
when a pupil or assistant might naturally look to
be invited, to identify himself as one of the family ;
and this ought to be equally gratifying to the prin-
cipal and to the student; and, inasmuch as it
establishes a good understanding between them,
.may be said to promote their mutual interests.

The entrance to the hospitals generally proves a
strong trial to a young man’s constancy : there are
various guides, so far as the acquisition of profes-
sional knowledge 1s concerned; but our business is
with the moral department. The more steady and
retired in his habits a youth may have been pre-
viously, the more danger is there, presuming on his
supposed security, that he may run upon the rocks.
With many young men, it is the first time that they
have felt irresponsible to any but themselves; re-
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excite the contempt of the ignorant; therefore, that
must be formed according to the individual. Some
like a rough, independent manner, bordering upon
rudeness ; others a calm and quiet demeanour ; some
will bear very plain unvarnished language; to others
this is disgusting; but kindness of manner and at-
tention are usually attractive, though there are some
on whom these would only provoke insult. A sense
of sympathy, warmly expressed, excites good feeling
in the sick; examining the tongue minutely, and
feeling the pulse, and looking to various other little
matters, whether it be necessary or not, is always
good policy : patients look to these trifles more than
to the operation of medicines, and form their judg-
ment accordingly; and if a practitioner neglects
them, acts with hauteur, always seems hurried, goes
into a sick-room with his hat on, asks more than
once the same question, manifests a greater exacti-
tude in sending his medicine than paying his visits,
treats all in an offhand way, answers inquiries af-
fectedly, and with impatience, he must not expect
to meet with success,

When a highly fortunate pra.cutmner of this town
was asked to what he considered he was most
indebted in his professional career, he replied, to his
attention; because not one patient out of twelve could
judge of his skill, but all could judge of his atten-
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ciety; and as a general rule, we would say, that
behaviour is the most becoming which is the least
affected and most natural to the man ; and if he has
not had his kindly feelings and sympathies des-
stroyed by uncongenial circumstances, he will not be
likely to err, if he follows the instincts of nature.
‘When a man possesses the means, we would de-
cidedly give the preference to a partnership or a
private practice, over a shop, even at commencing; for
although, as we have elsewhere stated, it cannot
possibly affect a man’s character individually living
in one house or another, and ought to have no influ-
ence with his professional brethren, yet the public
look at these things very much; and we hesitate not
to assert, that there are few persons who would not
prefer giving a private practitioner twenty shillings,
rather than ten to one having a shop; and there are
very many, who simply on this ground would decline
employing a medical man at all. It must be con-
fessed, that an imposing private residence, guarded
by a footman in livery, has a wonderful effect in
obtaining the confidence of the ignorant, which
indeed is a most comprehensive term ; but we would
by no means advise any one to hazard embarrassment
for the sake of public estimation.

In purchasing a business or a partnership, too
great caution cannot be used ; the buying and selling
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CHAPTER XX.

RESPECTING MINOR POINTS.

THERE are a great many trifling questions, about
which there seems to be no general understanding,
and it is to be hoped there never will, as they are
quite unworthy of notice. It may, perhaps, be as
well to allude to two or three, just to illustrate our
meaning, such as, whether prescriptions should be
written in English, Latin, Greek, or double Dutch ¢
Whether it be lawful for one practitioner to decipher
the prescription of another? Whether medical men
should dress in black, or brown ; wear kid, or Berlin
gloves; eat peas, or beans, or go without if they cannot
get either? Whether physicians should refuse their
fees, if they are not wrapped up in writing-paper,
and sealed with fancy wax, and put into the right
hand? Some persons have a very coarse method of
paying a professional man, bouncing a sovereign
down upon the table, making it ring in his ears,—
but this only proves it to be good, which we submit
with all deference is an important thing to know in
taking a sovereign, and the sound of money gives a
pleasurable sensation to some people, although it be
the sound of the parting knell. Others will pay a bill






























