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ANY queftions come before courts
of juftice, where the opinion of
medical pra@itioners is neceffary either for
the exculpation of innocence, or the de-
teCtion of guilt. In many cafes, on their
judgment, queftions refpecting the liberty
and property of individuals muft be de-
termined by the civil magiftrate ; and not
unfrequently, their advice becomes requi-
fite for authorifing the effeGtive govern-
ment, to adopt neeceflary and falutary mea-
fures, for the prefervation of health and
the prevention of difeafe.
There is no branch of medical educa-
tion, from which a praclitioner may not
A 2 derive
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derive ufeful information on fome points,
necellary for enabling him to deliver be-
fore courts of law, an opinion confiftent
with truth and with juftice. But it fome-
times happens, that in general courfes of
letures on Anatomy, Chemiftry, or the
Practice of Medicine, the attention of the
{tudent 1s lefs particularly direfted to thefe
points than their importance merits. Ac-
cordingly, in feveral of the foreign Uni-
verfities, efpecially in thofe where the fub-
jet of law has been moft attended to,
their eftablifhments have lately been in-
creafed by the appointment of a Profe/for
medicine forenfis.

When the Profefforfhip of the Inftitu-
tions of Medicine in the Univerfity of E-
dinburgh was conferred upon me, 1 ima-
gined, that a few leGtures on the w/fitutiones
medicine legalis might with propriety be de-
livered from that chair. 1 therefore in-
troduced into the profpeGus of my courfe,
fome general heads, refpecting thole que-
{tions, coming before criminal, civil or
confiftorial courts, in the determination of
which, the opinion of a medical pra&i-

tioner
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tioner is required. The le@tures on thefe
fubjects were at firft delivered at the end
of the courfe. But finding that they ex-
tended to a greater length than I was a-
ware of, in place of referring them to the
end, I delivered, during the laft winter,
a weekly le@ure on the fubje@ of medical
jurifprudence.

It is now my intention to continue the
fame plan; and by appropriating to the
medicina forenfis, a lecture every Saturday
at two o’clock, thefe will, in fome degree,
conftitute a feparate courfe, and may per-
haps be thought not unworthy of the at-
tention of fome who would confider lec-
tures on the Inftitutions of Medicine in
general, as foreign to their other ftudies.
It 1s particularly the duty of the able
lawyer, not to allow his client to f{uffer
from the ill-grounded opinion of an igno-
rant medical pratitioner. Some therefore
of thofe who are engaged in the ftudy of
that profeflion, may perhaps confider this
branch of medical education as not alto-

gether unworthy of their attention.
It
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It 1s unneceflary to obferve, that the
following Heads of LeQures were intended
almoft {olely for the ufe of thofe who thould
hear the obfervations | may deliver on the
fubjets propofed. But I have been in-
duced co offer them to the public at large,
from the hopes, that they may thus fall into
the hands of {fome who are well informed
on every queftion which refpects the laws
of this country ; and who, although I may
not have the honour of being perfonally
acquainted with them, will yet candidly
communicate to me remarks and obferva-
tions, by which my future lectures on this
ubje@t may be improved. I fhall only
add, that every fuggeftion of this nature
will be thankfully received,

By their moft obedient {ervant,

EDINBURGH, ;
O&. 10,1792,

ANDREW DUNCAN.

HEADS
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE.

INTRODU GT T UN

YENER AL obfervations on the nature
and importance of the fubje@l—on

its 1intimate connection with other branches
of medicine—Advantages of beftowing up-
on
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. CRIMINAL COURTS.

Infpectio cadaverum legalis.

OBSErRVATIONs refpecting the perfons
who ought to be prefent at the legal in-
{fpection of dead bodies, or of thofe who
have received dangerous wounds—Place of
examination — Examination externally —
Examination internally—WTritten report of
the examination.

Homicidium,

Renunciatio vulnerum. — Different clafles
‘into which wounds have been divided—
certainly fatal—not certainly fhtal—acci-
dentally fatal.

Homicidium per contufionem. — Different
ways in which contufion principally proves
fatal—by concuflion of the brain—by rup-
ture of fome important vifcus or large vef-
fel—by internal effufion—by inflammation
and its confequences—by a peculiar im-

B3 preflion
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preflion on very f{enfible organs —circum-
ftances to be attended to with refpect to
thefe.

Homicidium per [ufpenfionem, — Principal
queftions to be determined on this fubject.—
1. Whether the perfon found has been hung
up when alive, or only after death?—
2. Whether he has hanged him{elf, or been
hanged by another ?—Signs of death from
hanging—general figns—{pecial figns —cir-
cumftances to be particularly attended to
refpefting thefe.

Homicidium per fubmerfionem.—Inveftiga-
tion whether the body has been plunged
into water when alive, or only after death.
—Whether the death, when it has prece-
ded {fubmerfion, has been natural or vio-
Jent—general figns of death from drown-
ing—i{pecial figns—circumftances to be at-
tended to previous to examination—cir-
cumftances indicating the employment of
means of recovery—propriety of public in-
ftitutions for this purpofe.

Homicidium per fuffocationem.—QObferva-
tions on the caufes of death, referred to
this general head, and the figns by which
they are diftinguifhed—compreflion of the

trachea—
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trachea—forcibly fhutting the nofe and
mouth—obftruétion of the fauces—load
upon the body, but particularly on the
cheft —{uffocating vapours.

Homicidium per toxicationem.—Qbfervations
on the definitions given of poifon—general
view of what have been called {imple poi-
fon —the venena incognita mentioned by
writers on the toxicologia—venena velo-
cia—venena lenta—1ftimulant or inflamma-
tory poifons—narcotic poifons or ftupifiers
—remarks on the tefts of poifon in general
—from the manner of attack of the {ymp-
toms—from the matter difcharged by vo-
miting—from infpection of the body after
death.

Remarks on the principal tefts confider-
ed as indicating particular poifons—tefls
of arfenic—of lead—of corrofive {fublimate
—of copper—of opium—of laurel water.

Infanticidium.

Circumftances producing difficulty in
determining cafes of child-murder—Obfer-

vations on the circumitances confidered as
proving
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proving that a child has been ftill-born—
obfervations on child-murder from wounds,
contufions, fuffocation or drowning—from
neglecting to tie the umbilical cord—from
the a@tion of cold—from want of nourifh-
ment.

Abortus procuratus,

Obfervations on the variety of circum-
ftances giving rife to abortion — Differ-
ent {pecies pointed out by the writers on
the medicina forenfis — abortus violen-
tus—medicamentofus—{pontaneus—caufes
employed to produce the abortus violen-
tus—the introduction of a fharp inftru-
ment through the vagina into the uterus
—external violence — general concuflion
of the fyftem—imminent danger of the
death of the mother, as well as of the child
from thefe—obfervations on the circum-
{tances proving abortion to arife from thefe
caufes. Obfervations on the abortus me-
dicamentofus—on the abagrtus {pontaneus.
Circumftances neceflary to be attended to
before an opinion can be given, that an a-
bortus procuratus has taken place.

Stuprum
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Infania,

OBSERVATIONS on the affeions com-
prchended under this general term—cir-
cumf{lances from which it becomes the fub-
ject of inveftigation 1n Civil Courts—Prin-
cipal diftin¢tions among the mental affec-
tions referable to this head—Mania—Me-
lancholia.

Mania.—Circumftances marking mania
in the general conduct ofan individual—cir-
cumftances in addition to thefe from other
fources—from caufes apparently inducing
the affeGion—from the expreflion of the
countenance—from peculiar irafcibility of
temper—from the {tate of the appetite—
from the condition with refpect to {leep—
from the condition with refpect to cold—
from refiftance to the effets of medicines.

Melancholia.—Particulars from which the
prefence of melancholia may be moft cer-
tainly determined—circumftances in addi-

tion
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tion to the general behaviour ferving to
diftinguith melancholics—from the caufe
inducing it—from the appearance of the
countenance—from the influence of hun-
ger or cold—from the condition of fleep
and exertions—from attention to the effects
of medicines.

Obfervations on different important que-
ftions refpecting infanity, exclufive of the
evidence of its prefence. 1. Whether there
be a probable chance of reconvalelcence ?—
circumftances from which this queftion 1s
chiefly to be determined-—from predifpofi-
‘tion—from the nature of the exciting caufes
—from the conne@ion of the affection with
other difeafes—from the age of the patient
—from the continuance of the difeafe—
from the appearance of the countenance—
from the prefence or abfence of febrile
fymptoms—from the condition of the prin-
cipal fun@ions—from the ftate of lucid in-
tervals—from the effe(ts of medicines.
2. Where there i1s a confiderable abate-
ment of {ymptoms, whether the recovery
be fo complete as to warrant reftoration to
the pofleflion of property and liberty ?—cir-

cumfitances
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cumftances from which this queftion is to
be determined—from the ftate of conver-
fation—from the ftate of the fun&ions—
trom the effeéts of former exciting canfes—
from the length of intervals of reafon.
3. Where there has been a complete reco-
very, whether there be a chance of a recur-
rence of the difeafe >—circumftances from
which there 1s the moft probable chance
of a permanent recovery—want of heredi-
tary difpolition—fecurity againft the fu-
ture action of the former exciting caufes—
continuance of the recovery—total abfence
of fymptoms of derangement during that
interval.

Fatuitas.

Obfervations on the circumftances from
which idiotifm comes under the cogni-
fance of Courts of Juftice—particulars by
which this ftate is chiefly diftinguifh-
ed —particulars confirming the judgment
formed from leading principles — in-
quiry whether the idiotifm be congeni-
tal or accidental — obfervations on the

circumftances
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circumftances giving rife to accidental idio-
tifm—connection which idiotifin often has
with a particular appearance of the counte-
nance —with an inarticulate mode of {peak-
ing—with an uncommon difcharge of {ali-
va—with an uncommon increafe of fatnefs
—with a fingular difpofition to drowfinefs.

Graviditas.

Obfervations on' the different queftions
refpe@ing pregnancy which come before
courts ‘of = juftice— Graviditas fimulata—
Graviditas celata. |

1. Graviditas fimulata.—Obfervations on
the circumftances leading females to feign
pregnancy—with a view of difappointing
the legal fuccefhon—with the view of ex-
torting money—with the view of exemp-
tion from punifhment for different ciimes.
—Obf{ervations on the circumflances con-
fidered as indicating pregnancy—on cir-
cumftances giving prefumption of it at an
early period—on the circumitances confi-
dered as demonftrating it at advanced  pe-
riods—obftruction to the menftrual dif-

G charge
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charge—the touch internally—the enlarge-
ment of the abdomen—the motion of the
child, difcovered by the touch externally.

2.Graviditas celata.—Remarks on the mo-
tives leading females to conceal pregnancy
—circumftances giving prefumption of
this concealment at early periods—uncer-
tainty till the fixth or feventh month —re-
marks on the circumftances by which it is
confidered as demonftrated at after periods
—Ob{ervations on the circumftances from
which a probable opinion may be formed
whether a pregnancy when prefent be the
firft or not—from the frenulum at the la-
bia pudendi—from the figure of the tranf-
verfe rima at the os uteri—from the ftate
of the cervix uteri.

Partus.

Obfervations on different circumftances
leading to enquiries before courts of ju-
ftice refpecting delivery.—Partus celatus—
fimulatus—ferotinus—repentinus.

Partus celatus. — Obfervations on the
circumitances confidered as demonftrating
a
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a preceding delivery—foft {welling of the
external genitals — encreafed widenefs of
the vagina — lochial difcharge under a
bloody or ferous form—the condition of
the orifice of the uterus—the condition of
the abdominal integuments—the condition
of the mamma—varicofe maculz on the
legs.

Partus fimulatus.—QObfervations on the
different circumftances confidered as evi-
dences of {uppofititious birth—from the
prefence or abfence of figns of pregnancy
—of figns of delivery—obfervations on
different collateral circumftances claiming
attention—the period of the female’s life—
the previous condition of her menftrual
difcharge—the ftate of the hufband—the
appearance of the child—the ftate of the
abdomen of the female.

Partus ferotinus.—Queftions from this cir-
cumftance refpefting the legitimacy of
children—caufes alleged to retard delivery
—latitude on this {fubje@® admitted by the
laws of particular countries—doubts of -
the poflibility of the partus ferotinus be-
yond a week or two.

Partus
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Partus repentinus.— Obfervations on the
circumitances under which premature
birth becomes the fubje&t of judicial en-
quiry—Caufes of premature birth—Con-
dition of the infant when born before the
- {eventh month—Evidence from the condi-
tion of the infant, of the period of con-
ceptiomn.

Morbu.

Obfervations on different queftions, re-
{pe&ting particular difeafes before civil
courts—morbi fimulati—celati—imputati.

Morbi fimulati.— Obfervations on the
circumftances under which difeafes are
commonly feigned — and on the per-
fons by whom they are feigned — by
beggars—by the inldulent—bjr thofe de-
firous of efcaping military duty—by thofe
condemned to certain corporeal punifh-
ments—Dby thofe whofe difeafes have been
induced by the violence or outrage of
others— by the accomplices of empyrics—
by the accomplices of religious impoftures
—obfervations on the difeafes commonly

feigned
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feigned, and on the marks by which they
are to be dete@ed—ulcers of the legs—
hernia — epilep{y— fever — jaundice —hy-
drocephalus externus—vomiting of ani-
mals.

Morbi celati.—Obfervations on the cir-
cumfitances rendering concealed difeafes
the fubject of judicial enquiry—particu-
lar contagions—difeafes giving a legal ob-
- jection to marriage—difeafes incapacita-
ting from holding certain offices.

Morbt imputati. — Obfervations on the
circumftances under which this has chiefly
taken place—on the difeafes chiefly impu-
ted to individuals—dotage—periodical in-
fanity—lues venerea—grounds on which
queftions refpecting fuch imputations may
be determined.

III. CON-



III. CONSISTORIAL COURTS.

General obfervations refpecting the que-
Jliones medico legales which come before
confiftorial courts in this and other coun-
tries.

Impotentia virilis.

Obfervations on the circumfitances on
which 1mpotence i1n males principally de-
pends—with refpect to particular females
—with refpet to females in -general.
1. Incapability of ere¢tion.—2. Incapability
of emiflion.—Obfervations on the princi-
pal caufes producing each of thefe.

Sterilitas muliebris.

Obfervations on the caufes of fterility
in general—Divifion of thefe into different
heads 1. Abfolutely incurabl e—2. Re-
latively incurable.— 3. Certainly curable.

Obf{erva-
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—Obfervations on the principal caufes re-
ferable to each of thefe heads.

Sexus dubius.

Obfervations on the grounds on which
queftions refpe&ting hermaphrodites may
come before courts of juftice —Remarks on
the definitions given of hermaphrodites—
different kinds to which they have been
referred— hermaphroditus mafculinus or
androgynus—hermaphroditus femineus or
androgyna — hermaphroditus verus — ob-
fervations on the appearances diftiguithing
each of thefe—general conclufions refpet-
ing the fex of what have been termed
hermaphrodites, |

Syphilis.

Obfervations on the different grounds
on which venereal infection may become
the fubje& of enquiry before courts of ju-
ftice—on the queftions chiefly to be de-
termined with refpe& to fuch complaints.
1. Whether a venereal infection does exift?

2. At






IV. MEDICAL POLICE.

Infalubritas acris.

Obfervations on the general heads to
which the caufes affe@ing the ftate of the
air may be referred.—Heat—cold—foreign
impregnations—means by which the in-
conveniencies refulting from the two firft
may principally be counteracted—general
heads to which foreign impregnations vi-
tiating the atmofphere may be referred—
humidity—putridity—efHuvia from dung-
hills—from the carcafes of dead animals—
from human feeces—{moke—from the fires
of dwelling-houfes—from different manu-

factures.
Infalubritas Aque.

Obfervations on the attention from the
civil magiftrate which 1s neceflary with re-
{fpe&t to water—advantages of a copious

fupply—obfervations on the purity of wa-
D ter
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ter—tefts by which the purity is princi-
pally to be determined—from the appear-
ance—from the {mell—from the tafte—
from the fpecific ‘gravity—from the tem-
perature—from the effects of keeping—
from trials with foap—from its employ-
ment for different culinary purpofes—from
chemical trials in the way of evaporation
and precipitation-— Obfervations on the
means of correcting 1impure water—on the
varieties of water for the fupply of a town
as obtained from different fources— pit
well waters — water from lakes — from
marihes—from fnow or rain—from rivers
—from {prings—Obfervations on the dif-
ferent modes of condudting water to towns
—remarks on queftions refpecting the foul-
g of water—impregnations rendering it
unfit for the purpofes of man or beaft—
fadls by which this 1s to be determined.

Infalubritas villus et potus.

Obfervations on the principal circum-
{ftances in which meat claims the attention

of
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of the civil magiftrate—quantity—price
—quality——Remarks with refpect to bread
— butcher-meat — vegetables == poultry —
filth--remarks on the danger from un-
wholefome modes of cookery— Obferva-
tions with refpe@ to different kinds of

drink——beer—wine—{pirits.

Confucetidines Jalutares et HOXIE.

Obfervations on the attention requifite
from the civil magiltrate, with refpect to
different kinds of exercife—on the circum-
ftances in different kinds of exercife which
are conducive to health—on the circum-
ftances which are adverfe to health—ob{er-
vations on different kinds of exercile as
productive of good or bad effeéts—walk-
ing — riding —hunting — fithing—fowling
—tennis — cricket — golf —archery—bowl-
ing—{wimming.

Morb:
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Morbi contagiofi.

Obfervations on the attention neceflary
from the civil magiftrate for the preven-
tion of contagious difeafes—remarks on
the means neceflary for preventing the in-
troduction of the plague—on the different
fources from whence this contagion has
been introduced—from the perfons of in-
dividuals—from their clothes—from dif-
ferent kinds of merchandife—obfervations
on the moft proper means of guarding a-
gainft contagion from each of thefe—ob-
fervations on the prevention of the conta-
gion of jail-fever—of dyfentery—of {yphi-
lis—of canine madnefs.

Carceres.

Obfervations on the regulation of pri-
fons in a medical view—on the abufes
and defe@s of jails—on the circumftances
neceflary for the prefervation of health in
jails — free air — cleanlinefs — wholefome
food —prevention of the abufe of ftrong li-

quors—advantages of folitary confinement.
Nofocomia.,
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Nofocomia.

Obfervations on the advantages refulting
to the ftate from well-regulated hofpitals—
for the relief of the diftrefled—for a courfe
of medical education—remarks on {fome of
the difadvantages to which hofpitals are
liable—on the neceflity of excluding from
hofpitals the treatment of certain affec-
tions.

Ob{ervations on the circumfitances by
which the {alubrity of hofpitals is chiefly
affected — fituation — ftructure —fize—go-
vernment—Remarks with refpeét to the ap-
pointment and duty of particular officers—
Treafurer — Managers — Phyficians and
Surgeons— Apothecary—Matrons—Nurfes
—Remarks with refpe¢t to medical and
chirurgical regifters—with refpect to medi-
cal and chirurgical letures—obfervations
with regard to diet—medicines—bedding.

Ob{ervations on other kinds of hofpitals
—hofpitals for convalefcents — for incu-

rables—for the aged—for orphans—found-
ling hofpitals,

Sepultura
























