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To the R E A D E R.

IN this Differtation I have exprefled myfelf (as
in my firft edition) agreeable to the opinion of the
moft efteemed men of the profeflion, in order that
my readers might not be mifled by the artful in-
finuations of defigning ignorant perfons, to follow
a method of preferving health, and curing difeafes
fo juftly efteemed, and fuccefsfully practifed by
moft of the ancients, and recommended by many
of the modern phyficians. The great imperfec-
tion in which the mode of preparing and applying
operations fomewhat fimilar to thofe hereafter de-
fcribed, was in, before my Father took them in
hand, theimprovement, and innumerableadditions
he has made of his invention may be known by re-
fering the reader to his Medicinal Anecdotes*,
and how much farther I have extended their
utility may be learned by the prefent edition.
The cafes and cures in the feventh chapter,
are inferted by the defire of the patients I have
cured, whofe kind, and humane requeft I thank-

fully accepted, as I am fenfible, that few are in-
telligent of phyfic, or phyfical reafoning, yet

* Vid, Medical Anecdotes of the laft thirty years, illuf-
trated with Medical Truths, and addrefs’d to the Faculty
in general by B, Dominiceti, M. D. printed for L. Davis,
in Holborn; C. Dilly, in the Poultry ; W. Nicoll, in
St.Paul’s Church-yard ; and J, Walter, at Charing Crofs,

every
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every one has difernment enough to be convinced,
by evident and uncontrovertable faéts, fuch as are
the cures alluded to.* The affli¢ted may depend
that neither their name, or their complaint, will
ever be noticed or publifhed, without their par-
ticular approbation, and confent. [n this publi-
cation I hope the reader will overlook the errors
in point of ftile, as I confefs myfelf inadequate to
appear in public as an author, but as to the fenfe
of the book I flatter myfelf no perfon will be mif-
led by giving credit to what 1 have advanced.
The generous encouragement I have received
from the gentlemen of the faculty, who have re-
commended many of their patients to my care,
and the natural propenfity, the public in gene-
ral difcover for the fupport of every thing ufeful
and beneficial will ever engage my utmoft atten-
tion in the exercife and im provment of thofe ac-
quifitions I have made from others and my own
obfervations, as the fureft means of becoming an
object of their favour and protection.

* By fuch references, the idea, many have, that my opera-
tions are weakening and relaxing, will appear intirely
groundlefs, or elfe how could it be otherwife, when perfons
emaciated, dvefted of tirength, and appetite, and almoft half
dead, are reftored to health and vigour. At pages 14, 15, of
the fecond chapter, the reader will be more fully con-
vinced, that with my Medicinal Baths, &c. I can either
frengthen, ot relax, molify, contraél, deterge, healy condence,
or attc nuate juft as neceflity require.
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BARTHOLOMEW DOMINICETI, M. D-

NOBLE OF THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE,
OF THE MOST AUGUST HOUSE OF
AUSTRIA, AND OF THE MOST SE-
RENE REPUBLIC OF VENICE,
ON 1ERRA FIRMA.
How. Sir,

| BE pleafed to accept this feeble, but fincere
and public acknowledgement of your paternal
care, for the many favours you have conferred
on me. The knowledge I have acquired in the
profeffion in which I am engaged, is entirely due
to your inftructions, therefore no one is {o juftly
entitled to this Dedication as yourfelf. The fur-
prifing cures you have performed on moft difeafes,
and the rationality of your procefs, has, and ever
will, excite in me, a defire of paying a clofe at-
tention to a practice, which, at an immenfe ex-
pence, you have fo fuccefsfully eftablithed. The
only means i have of acquitting my obligations
are, in endeavouring, by every return of gratitude
in my power, to prove myfelf worthy of the con-
tinuance of your affection, and with due refpet
remain,

Your dutiful,
And affectionate Son,
R. DOMINICETIL
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curriculi in artibus Liberalibus, et Difciplinis Phi-
lofophics et Medicinal/bus, et cum certifimis Do-
cumentis laborum, vigiliarum et exercitationum
per idoneum annorum numerum coutinuatorum,
quem 4 promcrtonbus {fuis de meliori nota Nobis
commendatum et oblatum ad {ubeundum fuum
ultmum Examen Doctrinee More Nobilum punétis
ei in philofophia et Medicina hefterna Die forte
eduétis, et pro more hujus Academiz eidem aflig-
natis hodie diligenter examinari coram nobis, at-
que excuti curavimus: Ipfe autem locis perfe-
quendis, argumentis tractandis, queftionibus et
oppofitionibus clare {olvendis, in omni denique fui
periclitatione tam egregie, prudenter, docte, lauda-
biliter, excellenter, ac Doctoreo More fe gefiit, et
talem vigorem ingenii, et tantam oftendit vim Me-
moriz, Doétrinz, Facundiz ccecterumque Rerum
que in Confummatiffimo Philofophi® et Medicina
Doftore requiri folent, ut Magnam fui Expefta-
tionem quam apud omnes jam pridem merito con-
citaverat, non folum {uftinuerit, fed etiam longif-
fime fuperaverit. Quamobrem ad excellentiffimis
inclyti ordinis preefati DocCloribus et publicis Pro-
fefloribus Unanimiter et concorditer, Cunétifque
Suffragiis, ac eorum NEeMiNe Penitus atque Pe-
NiTus PenitusquE difcrepante aut diflentiente nec
hzfitante quidem idoneus’ aptifimus ac {ufficientif-
fimus Philofophus et Medicus fuerit judicacatus,
ac merito quidem approbatus, ficut ex eorum om-
nium et fingulorom fuffragiis fecreto in Scrutinio
Nobis porrectis evidenter conftitit. Nos itaque an-
tiquam fequentes confuetudinem ac fententiam Pri-
vilegiorum Patavine Academiz (habita Ratione
Scientiz, Eloquentiz, Perit, Facultatis interpre-
tandi, methodi curandi, and aliarum virtutum ac
morum ejufdem, quorum omnium certifimum {pe-
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Mount Sicilis of Bergamo, publick Profeffor of
Metaphyfics; Pro-Reétor and Syndick of the Mai-
ters of Arts of the faid Umwverfity:)do by thefe
prefents faithfully teftify and declare unto you,
TuAaTt on the day of the date hereunder written,
Rhodomonte Dominiceti, fon of Dotor Bar-
tholomew, a defcendant of Vienna, was properly
introduced to us, with the moft ample teftimonies
of his ingenuity, probity, and conftant attention to
the ftudy of the Liberal Arts, and culture of Phi-
lofophy and ' Phyfick; together with authentick
evidences of his labours, afliduity and exercifes,
during the proper number of years: and was alfo
by his Promoters, men of the higheft eftimation,
recommended to us; and having offered himfelf
for his laft examination in learning, after the man-
ner of our Nobility, upon certain points yefterday
drawn out by lot, in Philofophy and Phyfick, and
according to the rules of the {aid Academy, this
day faithfully propefed to him: WEg have therc-
fore taken due care to examine and prove him be-
fore us; and find, that in his methed of difcuflion
and argument, his clear folurion of the queftions
and objections raifed from cafes for his explanation
and propounded for his treatment of them; and
“moreover in every trial of his ability, he did fo well
and laudably, io fully and f{cientifically demean
himfelf, as to difplay that ftrength of gentus, pow-
er of memory, learning, elocution and other quali-
ties which are iavariably requifite in a compleat
Doctor of Phylofophy and Phyfick; and not only
to anfwer, but greatly to exceed the high and ge-
neral expectations, which he had long fince de-
fervedly excited. WHerREFORE, by the very excel-
lent Doctors and publick Profeflors of the afore-
mentioned celebrated order, it was unanimoufly ad-

judged
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DISSERTATION

ON THE

Arbitrarily heated and medicated Water Baths,
partial Pumps, vaporous and dry Baths, internal,
and external moift and dry Fumigations, &¢, &9,

s U BT W L T e

An nitidas primum leflor mirabere Thermas 2
V.l quas dilicias ex bis daret inclyta Roma ¢
Mirare bic potius My'iaria Lymphas,
Frigentes, calidas, tepidafque referre perennes 2

CHAP. I
MONGST the moft powerful, ufcful, and

fafer Remedies for the prefervation and reco-
very of Health, as well as for Luxury, the Ancients
preferred the Artificial Baths to any other. Witnefs
the famous baths of Agrippa, Nero, Titus, Domitian,
Antony, Conftantine, &¢c, 5¢c. whole paft elegance
and ufefulnefs, will be an everlafting monument of
their enlarged ideas, and found judgment. Here I
thall add alfo the authority of Pliny*, who tells us,
that for fix hundred years, not any other medicinal
aid was known in Rome, than the Artificial Baths.
In thofe times, people were kept firong and healthy;
the Gout, Scurvy, Leprofy, Ringworms, Itch, and other
foul eruptions (fo commeon amongft us) were very

* Lib. 29, cap. i
<+ feldom
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feldom feen, owing to their frequent ufe of Artifi-
cial - Medicinal Baths.  Bageins obferves®, - that
whenever they were attacked with any complamt,
their only {pecific was the Artificial Medicinal Baths;
with them the fuperfluous and morbific humours
were driven from the center to the circumference,
-and in that manner the very feat of difeafes was eli-
minated out of their bodies. But, alas! craft,
covetuoufnefs, indolence, and the defire of novelty,
has deftroyed both the Roman Empire, and Roman
Baths; to the latter have been fu&ﬁ:fﬂmd other means,
More #ﬁfm’ to commerce than to beallb.

Whoever will take the trouble to perufe Hippocrates,
Galen, Celfus, Rhbafis, Oribacins, Ftius, Paulus Zgineta,
Profper A‘{p:mﬁ, and many other celebrated phyficians
and philofophers, of more modern date, will find that
thofe learned men did make the chief part of their
praétice in curing difeales wich Artificial Medicinal
Baths, and reccmmendf:d them as fure and excellent re-
medies, and commonly the beft of all whatever, for pre-
ferving health, and curing difeafes. The Authors bere
cited, fa}rs Sutbm’aﬂd ARE TESTIMONIES,
'WHICH WILL BE HELD IN REVERENCE,
WHEN OUR VERY NAMES COM]:. TO BE
FORGOTTEN.

*Tis wonderful, the teftimonies of thefe great
men, have never induced any of the faculty to con-
trive and erect inthis, or any other kingdom, an ap-
paratus for preparing and applying to the human bo-
dy, for the cure of various complaints, the artificially
htated and medicated watcr, vapourous, and dry
Baths, &c.—In fhort, they appear fo ignorant,
and carelefs of this very ufeful addition to

* Lib. 7s €. 13, P. 8g, and c, 19, 22 28, 2 o, and
31, of the faid book. 3°9 2 22y 20, 20, 3

phyfic,
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puyfic, as if the Ancients had never left beyond them
any account of the wonderful effects of thefe falutary
operations.

This important innovation was referved for my
Father, who, with an uncommon degree of patience
and fortitude, has, ever fince the year 1753, baffled
thofe difficulties which arofe from introdueing a
practice that was (it feems) neither known or under-
ftood, and confequently met with the greateft oppo-
fition from thofe of the profeffion, who not convinced
of their efficacy, attribute the many cures (wonderful
to them) my Father®, and Myfelf4 have performed on
difeafes deemed incurable, as a matter of accident,
when it was the refult of a found and rational praiice,
However, after a mature refletion on their ration-
ality and utility (enforced on them by the many obfti-
nate and dangerous complaints that have been cured
by the judicious application of the Artificial Medi-
cinal Baths) they, at prefent, begin to approve
and countenance the practice.

Before 1 proceed to explain what difeafes my
Artificial Baths are adapted to cure or relieve, I
{hall give the reader an idea of the conftrution and
extent of my apparatus, as well as of the different
accommodations tor thole patients, whole diforders,
or complaints, may unavoidably claim a refidence in
my houlef, which is centrically fituated in Panton-
Square, near the Hay-market.

The whole of my apparatus confilts of five Me-
dicinal Water Baths, fix Vapour Baths, two

Dry

* Vide the cafes and cures inferted in his Medical
Anecdotes,

t+ Vide the cafes and cures at the end of this pamphlet,

{ Although it is an additional trouble to have fick perfons
lodge in my houfe, yet the heart-felt fatisfaction of reftoring
health
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Dry Baths, in feparate rooms, and entirely unc 3
neCted with each other; fix Sweating Bed-cham-
bers, two Waiting-Rooms, and a very large Drying-
Room; two Chymical Elaboratories, in which are
prepared Medicinal Waters and Vapours, All thefe
machineries are conftruted upon the firft and fecond
floor of my new buildings : other baths are now_ ere@-
ting for the middling clafs of people equally bene-
ficial as thofe I ufe for the Nobility and Gentry.
Under ground there are many furnaces, aque-
ducts, cifterns, and refervoirs, of very large
fizes, for the different folutions and combina-

health to the affliéted, is a fufficient recompence for the incon-
venience attending it. Indeed, in many camplaints, a cure
cannot be efteled, even with the greateft care, without being
in the houfe; befides the danger of catching cold, there are
many other motives that {hould induce them to become in-
door patients; in certain difeafes and conftitutions, though
the patient will find himfelf relieved, much refrefhed, and in
better {pirits, immediately after the operation, yet he fthould
ftay in the houfe to take reft and nourifhment; while fome,
who labour under the fame difeafe, but of a different confti-
tution, may go into the frefth air immediately after bathin%,
without the danger of catching cold ; others, whoat firft will
find themfelves fatigued, or tired, owing to their con-
ftitutions being greatly lowered, ecither by their taking
tco much phyfic, previous to their putting themfelves un-
der my care, or by the nature of their complaints; there-
fore in thefe cafes, they fhould be treated with the utmoft
caution, it being often neceflary for them to retire into
their apartments dire@ly after the operations, without ex-
pofing themfelves to the external air, to reft on the bed,
and take fuch nourithment as is requifite to recruit their
ftrength; by which means they will be capable of going
through the operations with pleafure and profit, and enable
me, by often converfing, with them, to form a bet‘ter ._]udgc-
mient of the nature of their complaints, and conftitutions,

' tons
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tions of artificial mineral water 3 in the regular diftri-
bution of which, as well as tor the various modification
of the degrees of he: :t, are employed above 2500 feetof
copper-pipes, and as many leaden ones 5 and abiove 150
brals-cocks, many of them ot a very large diameter,
I have alfo at my difpoful, three different forts or water,
viz. Ruin, New River, and Spring Water 5 the choice
of which is of the uvumott n-pnrtanc:r, for infufions,
folutions, &c. of various fubltances, neceflary for
the cure nf many complamts. Annexed to this curious
and extenfive building, arc two fine Cold Bith:*, one
fmall, and of a new cﬂnﬁrud:.un, which 1s uled in a
manner totally different, and by far more {alutary than
the common, which may alfo be made warm or cold,
by degrees, or fuddenly, as necefiity requires ; the
nt[u:r, a large capital Cold Bath, the molft beautiful
that ever was erected 1n Englund; furrounded with
~a gallery, and rooms for the bathers to undrels and
drefs themlelves in.  The conftruction of this Cold-
Bath is entirely new and enticing to every beholder :
Its extent is 22 feet, width 10, and fiom fix feet
fix X, to four frer fix da:f:p, embellithed with a grotto,
from whence tpring water 1s conltantly running, which
holding altogether the clofeft connection, ami ma-
lrrldl!y dt’pt‘ndlnﬂ one upon the other, compole and
form a curious hud}* of mechan {m,

The Baths, &c. appropriated for the ufe of the
Ladies, are diftin€t and .anrl: from thofe of the
Gentlemen, approached by different avenues, and
kept in a very clean and elegant manner: The
hcmﬁ: is well adapted for the reception of people
of tne firlt fathion, as well as thofe 1n the mid-
diing clafs of life; the parlours for the ufe of out-
door Patients are warm, genteel and comfortable.—

* Which form the Calidarium, Tepidarium, and Frigi-
darinm of the ancient Romaus,
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excretions, made in a given time, have com-
monly this preportion; ¢ that is, if the excretion
by fteol be as four, that of urine is as fixteen ; and
that through the pores of the jkin is as forty, or
more :™ upon which experiment, Pitcairn and others
draw this conclufion ; ¢ th.tif vou have any fever un-
derhand the fame bolds good in any diffemper ari-
Sing awithin the animal, it is ten times more probable to
cure it by fweat than by fleol”” And Van-Swieten,
in his Commentary on Beerbaave's Apberifins, ob-
ferves, ¢¢ that they who attempt to cure drop-
fies, arifing from weaknefs, by cleanfing the body
with purges, wonder to fee it grow as tumid in a few
days as befor-; without once confidering that all
the humours flow into the flaccid veflels, and that
fcarce any of the liquids taken down are carried
off by fweat or peripiration.

It is well known that onthe external fuperficies
of the body, there are veflels or pailages called va/a
abforbentia, through which a variety of different
forts of particles can pafs into the blood, This
is eafily perceived, and muft be allowed, from fe-
v .ral ‘external applications daily adminiftered for
curing this, that, or other diforders, and which
make various altcrations in our conftitutions, ac-
cording to the different quality, gquantity, and [fpe-
cific gravity of the mawer 1o introduced. 1 he
cures, therefore, which 1 perform of various di-
{eafes are effeéted by medicinal fubftances (found
by experience falutary) with which 1 impregnate
the Waters, Vapourous and Dry Baths, I-'unug-.u
tions, and the Liniments for Frictions, according
as the Patient’s conftitution, his difeafe, and other
circumitances may require.

Upon trial, the reader will be {atisfied that he

has not ill beftowed his attention to this practice;
and
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and if the limits allowed in a pamphlet would ad-
mit amore minure difcuffion of this important fubjeét,
1 flatter myfelf 1 thould meet with the gratitude
of the community at large, and the approbation
of thofe gentlemen of the faculty, who have not
yet been well apprized of the efficacy of my pré-
cels, and of the conveniencv of my apparatus.

Many perions are led to judge of things by fen«
fation zlone, and not by probable conjetures; but
as the fame fenie of feeling cannotbé lefsacutein them
than in others, | flatter myfelf they will readily
{fubicribe 10 the following obfervations :

That the common method of curing feveral
diforders, becomes abfolutely a torture to the pa.
tient, (which might be leflencd to a great degree,
by the application of my operations;) for befides
the ufe of fire cauftics, knives, fcarifications, blifters,
cupping glaffes, and copious bleedings, there are
often adminiftered great dofes of mercury, opium,
and antimony, naufeous draughte, troublefome and
dancerous emctics, with an ineredible number of
purges, which have caufed that cacochymra we ob-
ferve in erervared conftitutions.  Galen fays, ¢ that
they are poffefled of deleterious qualities, and that
while they difcharge the noxious particles, at the
fame time they throw off a great portion of ani-
mal {pirit, which 15 the bafis and ftandard of
life,” and confequently weaken the coftiturion,
and create new diforders. Avicen 1s faid to have
wept every time he preferibed a purge, and many
renowned phyficians of more modern date have
found it by experience to be injurious.

Semedo. in his hittory of China #* and Bern. Parenrus,
in his difcription of Japan<4 tell us that ¢ in thole

% Part 1. chap. 2.+ ¢+ chap. 25. :
kingdoms
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called fudorifics, there is /little likelthood of obe
taining fweat, but a great probability of inireafing
the fever, by increaling the motion, heat, and in-
fpiflation of the blood ; butlet me here remark, thatr
even fudor:fics of the mlld-:r kinds, fometimes prove
ineficétual, efpecially when the furfice of the
body is Lil'}" and parched up by an obftructed
peripiration, which being very nearly analogous to
the urine, produces an incruftation Of I may ufe
the expreflion) on the external ﬂlpuﬁurs of the
body, which obftruts the orifices of the pores,
and ﬁf the perfpiratory and fudatory tubili in
fuch a manner, that it will not vyicld to any
mild internal force, while a greater one might
perhaps be equaliy fruitlefs; with this diff rence,
that the 1mpelled humour, as it cannot find s
way out of the body, will return back from its cir-
cumference to the center, and there produce ob-
ftructions in the largeflt veticls, which are attended

Prima animalis, molli quee fixa cerebro,

Per nerves fenfum tranfmsttit corpus in omne :
Altera vitalis, calido de carde ﬁ;fwrm,

Vitam infert membris per vas arteria diétum :
Tertia naturalis, habens fuam in bfpare Jedem,

Corpora per venas diffufo fanguine nutrit.

The Moderns with Hippocrates agree
That the chief {prings of lifc are nn'l three ¢
The firft lies in the (pirits of the brain,

Which give the fenﬁ. of plealure or of pain ;
The next isin the heat, w]nch from the heart,
Flies thro’ the arteries to ev'ry part ;

‘The third is in the liver; from the fan'se

Runs out the bloed, to feed the humaa frame.

with
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with very pernicious or fatal confequences to the
patient. It has been obferved by moft phyficians,
 that in the fummer months, when peripiration 1s
greatelt, men are lefs apt to be fick, and fewer die.”
The fpafins which affe¢t the hypochondriac, and
the pains which torment thole that have the gour,
venerally ceafe; perfons advanced in years, that
are of weak conftitutions, and obnoxious to difor-
ders, are never better than in fummer., Obfltinate
quartan agues, and other difeafes which have con-
unued long, proceeding from an infraction of the
vifcera are cither leffened in the fummer time, or
quite ceafe. The diforders which proceed from
a luppreflicn of perfpiration, are great and danger-
ous; for it increalvs the impure jaices, and difpoles
them to {:unu;m n and putrefattion : whence pro-
ceed untverlal dileales, fuch as cachexies, madnefs,
hermorchages, cpiirpﬁﬁ quinflics, gout, rheums,
coughs, l!ppitl.ldtfh, abicefles, catwarrhs, fcurvy,
rheumatifm, the {Imall-pox, meafles, and con-
tinual fevers.” Brook, in his General Practice ot
Phyfic, fiys, ¢ that there is always a double
motion in the fever, the one from the circum-
ference to the center, or from the external parts
to the internaly; the other from the centre to
the circumference; the firft motion is attended
with a fmall contracted weak pualie, with an anxiery
of the precordia, and difficulty of breathing ; the
fecond with increaled motion of the arteries, a
large pul.c and hear, e¢xtended even to the exireme
parts. Thefe two motions are evidently of a dif-
ferent mature and effidacy 3 the firft, from the circum-
ference to the center, 75 not only /lefs falutary, but
morbid, nay often fataly ftor thofe who die of a
fever, whether continual or intormitung, acute or

chronical,
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chronical, die undes [pafn, cold, chillinefs, fhivering
or fbaking, with convulfions of the external paris;
becaule the heart, lungs, and brain, are atr that
ume niore oppreflfed with the internal congeftion
of the blood. The other motion from the internal
parts, or from the center to the circumference and
minute veflcls, is faiwrary and wital; nay, even
medicinal and prefervatory 3 for uader this, and by
this, the morbid matter exciting the febrile fpalm,
1s correted, difcuffed, and expelled (by fweat
or infenfible tranipiration,) and fo the fever ter-
minates.”’ :

Having thus fet to view fome injuries and
inconveniences attending the method commonly
practifed for the cure bt feveral difeales, and art the
fame time give an infight into my praétice, upon
which 1 thall further enlarge as follows :

In the firft chapter we have taken notice that
the Romans for many years did not ufe any other
means for curing difeales, and for the prefervation
of their health, 'than the artificial medicated water
and vapour baths ; and fo great were. their effects,
that, what we now call the common Praéiice of Phyfick,
they deemed a plague to the City: in conle-
quence of which all the phyficians that followed
fuch methods for curing difcales were banifhed out
of Rome.—The following paflage will convirce
the reader to what exwenfive ufe they broughe
the artificial medicated water and vapourous baths :
* Fiunt autem ari ficialia balnea pluribus modis, penes di-

erfas intentiones.  Alia enim componuntur ex 1¢eous ano-

# Vide Baccii de Balneis Medicatis Artificialibus,
Chap. xxvil.

dynis
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to thele therefore are added aromatic herbs which
ftrengthen and attenuate, and at the fame ume fric-
tions are uled ; afterwards the dry baths are of fer-
vice, by exciting a greater heat; but as the whole
external furface of the body is covered with bibu-
lous veins, the virtue of thefe aromatic herbs may
be tranfmitied through them, efpecially when they
are relaxed in the bath—And Hippocrates de affec-
tionidus plainly fays, ““ that whatever part the pain
invades, fhould be treated with batlks, fomentations
and emollient hiniments.—Medea, who (as Palae-
phatus has oblerved) acquired the reputation of re-
ftoring youth to old men, is faid to have ufed no
other ingredients than medicated wdters, and the
cflluvia of balfamic herbs.

Van-Swieten, in his Commentary on Boerbaave’s
Aphorifins, oblerves, ¢ that in acure difeafes, wherein
the {kin is generally fo very dry as to carry off nothing
by tran{piration, and when the orifices of the veflels
through which we perfpire are quite clofed vp, itis
to no purpofe to endeavour to provoke a {fwcat by
internal medicines; butif the body (fays he be ex-
pofed naked in a vapour bath, the mouth of the
veflels will open, the fkin grow moift, and {weat foon
after enfue: and in obftructions, whenever vapours
and fomentations, with very fottening herbs boiled
in them, can be commodionfly direfied to the parts, it 1s
10 be preferred to all other methods.” He iurther ob-
ferves, ¢ that for the curc of a {chirrous diforder, no-
thing can be bétter than to fumigate the part twice a
day and ufe gentle frictions: By continuing this ufe
for fome months, he adds, I with pleafure recollect
feveral recent {chirri of the breaft, which I have hap-
pily cured.” Huxham, in pleurifies, prefcribes to
toment the part, which, fays he, often eafes the pain,
and generally termirates the diteafe, And Erook ad-

viles
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this intention : the deff was fomenting the belly, and
drinking camomile-tea : the fomentations were made
of the common berbs, with the addition of fome [pirit.—
The flatulent pain would fometimes affect the fide
as in a pleurify ; buta laxative medicine, or the fo-
mentation juft mentioned,. removed them without
bleeding. For the pally, Boerbaave recommends
ftrong frictions, endued with ftimulating virtues,
vapourous and water baths, and the fume of gums..
—In convulfive atthmas, Brook fays, after the ufe of
frictions for the feet, they fthould be put into warm
water : and if there are violent {pafms about the
precordia, hot fomentations are highly neceflary. In
pituitous afthmas, Heiffer and Huxbam e¢njoin warm
baths.—Barry favs, that ¢ {udorifics have been by
fome warmly recommended in a confumption of
the lungs, and are frequently found more effetual,
and fpeedier in their effect, when the operation only
produces infenfible perfpiration: But the danger
that attends their exeiting too great a motion of hu-
mours, counterpoifes the benefit that mightaccrue;
which pofition holds goed in fevers, and fhews the
pernicious confequences of internal fudorificks, to
which ‘'my operations are not in the moft diftant
view fubject.—Patier, on the billious cholic, fays,
¢ when bleeding, Dbrifk “cathartics, lenient me-
dicines, anodynes or clyfters will not belp the
wisfortime, recourfe muft be immediately bad 1o
warm baihs, compofed of emollient dr:f.:nr.f:tinnsﬁ
Sydenbain, on the gout, hoids, ithal: evacuating the
peccant matter by {weat, 1S better than to
attempt it by purgatives or emetics ; and Sanfforius,
obferves, ¢ that in gouty people, the humours, even
of the thickeft forr, are only to be refclved by
means of vapours.”

Broek,
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Brook, fpeakmg of the cholic of the damneonii?
fays, ¢ If emetics and cathartics will not pafs,
I order emollient fomentations, efpecially when the
belly is inflated, hard, or contracted with {pafms ;
but much h'lppltr effects may be expetted from
baths, prepared with the fame engredients.”—
¢ | have often feen fays, Huxbam, the moft excru-
~ciating fits of the gravel terminated, when wneither
copious bleedings nor opiates bave had the leaft effefl
nay, 1 have learnt from numerous experimesnts,
and do affers from what 1 have colicéted from
many jodicious authors, that wmothing can ke
fo efficacious to ecfe the pain, and enforce the de-
Jeent of the flone through the wreters, as tepid emol-
lient baths.”  What affiftance art can lend, fays
Post, 1in his remarks on the fifula in ano, muft be
adminiftered {peedily; every minute is of confe-
quence : and if the difeafe be not ftopped, the pa-
tient will fink; recourfe muftt be immediarely had
to medical aﬁ‘lﬂ:ancc; the part afflified fhould ?re fre-
quently fomented with bot [pirituous fomentations ; large
and deep ncifions fhould be made into the difeafed.
part, and the application made to it ihould be of
the warmeft, molt anticepric kinds.—He farcher ob-
ferves, that, framguary, dyfury, and even a total re-
tention of urine, are not very uncominon attendants
upon abfcefles forming in the - cighbourhood of the
retum and bladder; he proteits agamnft the ufe of
the catheter, as a prattice attended with danger-
ous 'cnnlieqncnces, he recommends bleeding, and
emptying the inteftines, if thee be time for fo do-
ing, by agentle cathartic, 2ut the moft eflefinal re-
lief rﬂws h::) will be trom the warm dath or femi-
cupinm.’

Galen
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Galen de Cerebro, fays, * that the health of the
brain is preferved by the fumjgation of aromatics,
which will comfort it, cure cold, and the head-
ache.”—Brunet, in his Medicina Praéiica, and
Riverius, 1n~ his Praxis Medica, prefcribe for
the dilorders of the ears, 'medicated fumiga-
tions to be conveyed to the parts.—Lotichius de
Atrvopbia, fays, bumellantia imperanda funt ila ut
wifeerum obfiruiliones expediantur, in hoc cafu laudabile
¢eft balneum berbarum Aromaticarum paratum.—In an
atrophy, or defec of nutrition which is a con-
fumption et the whole or fome particular part of
the bodyy but efpecially of the extremities, moif-
tening things are to be prefcribed, fo as to difolve
the obflructions of the vifcera, and in this cale a
bath prepared of aromatics is commendable.—
Tiffot*, as above, fays, ¢ that many eminent phy-
ficians, regarding all dilorders of the nerves as the
confequences of relaxed fibres and weak digeftion,
would effect a cure by means of remedies which are
hot, and ftrengthened by gums, fteel, bitters, cam-
phire, caftor, mulk, {pirituous tinctures, opium,
&c. which is an error, and unbappily they bave
uo better fuccefls than in complaints of the fto-
mach; but an innocent regimen and the benefit
of the warm bath, ufed in thé morning, fafting, is
here of the greateff utirty. 1 have leen three pa-
ients (fays he) in this cafe, thrown by thefe fmall
fevers into a confirmed bectic fever, whole fituation
Jeemed. almoff  defperate, and  yet were perfeilly
cured by ufing this remedy, and cows milk only,
for nourithment. My Afrtificial Medicinal Baths
have cured many complaints of this kind, even when

-

* Vide article x, {e&. 26.

all
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all other means had failed ; and as thefe difeafes com-
monly proceed at firft from obftruction ot perfpira-
tion, the application of my operation, is the moft
efficacious remedy. Dr. William Smith obferves®,
that “ perfpiration is abfolutely neceffary o animal
and vegetable life, and a free and regular perfpira-
tion is neceffary to good health, which we fee exem-
plified in nervous people; for an obftrutted perfpi-
ration is the primary and chief caufe of all that frain
of bideous and frightful fymptoms that affliel nervous
people s it is likewile the caufe of the tranfient low-
nefles, that people, otherwife healthy, are forced
fometimes to complain of, particularly in gloomy
weather ; for the ftate of the atmofphere, which dit-
fers in different times and feafons of the year, greatly
promotes or retards perfpiration ; for the perfpirable
matter both of animals and vegetables, is wafted
away by the air, as foon as it comes to the peripira-
tory orifices; but when eicher the air 1s faulty, or the
matter itfelf not prepared to be buoyed up and carried
away by the air, that it flagnaies, plafiers up the
mouths of the veffels, which, being already full, hin-
der the acceflion of new juices, confequently the ob-
ftructed parts are prevented from receiving frefh nou-
rifhment; hence leannefs, cutaneous difeafes, &c. If
the perfpirable matter, which is.in a fate of putrefac-
tion, falls moftly upon the lungs, then i¢ produces a
nervous aftbma; if 1t tends to the heart, a pafpite-
tion y if to the head, tinglings, thumpings, epilipfies,
palfies, apoplexies, &c. 1f upon the Pmmaci, na-
[ea, vomitting, [flinking breaih, &c. 1f it enter the
coats and veflels of the mufcles, it caufes gous, rbeu-
matifm, wandering pains ; and as perfpiration greatly
promotes the circulation of the blood, by depletion,

i

* New 3yftem uﬂ’h}-ﬁr, P. 300,
fo
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fo when it is obftruted the circulation becomes more
languid 3 and as the perfpirable matter is in a flate of
putrefattion, fo the folids are rendered lefs elaftic,
and the body becomes habituated to putrefaction, and
advances from one ftage to another, till life can be no
longer {upported. For when external perfpiration is
obftructed the internal perfpiration is very foon in
the fame ftate; and the inteftines, which difcharge
by the anus the feces along with the noexious matter of
perfpiration, are fo relaxed, that they cannot protrude
the feces and putrid perfpirable matter, which is again
taken up by the ablorbent hmpbatics, and mixed a-
new with the mafs ot blood, where it encreafes the fep-
tic ferment, as yeaft does that of flsur; the nervous
fluid has not a fufficient fupply trom the food we eat,
Jor as the finer velfels fuffer firft in obfirutlions, fo
the nerves are much relaxed, and perbaps obfirulted.”
For curing convuifions, to which many of the Fair Sex
are fo much fubject, nothing 1s better than tepid
emollient water and vapourous baths and oleous
frictions 3 Baglivi de fibra motrice, fays, that the cure
1s to be performed by rtaking away the irritation and
the contraction of the fibres, with baths and oleous
fubftances. In the obftrution of the uterus, Prime-
rofe oblerves “ that /i denfus et durus uterus fuerit,
fotuy infeffu, [uffitn emolliendus erit —If the uterus be
chick and hard, it muft be mollified with fomen-
tation, the half bath, and fumigation;” and in the
fuppreffion of a certain evacuation, we muft (fays
he) balnea, et fotus imperare ex decoltis ap:r.-‘_mrfﬁm;
prefcribe baths, and fomentations of aperient de-
cottions.” Tiffez, on the irregularity of the courles¥,

* By means of my Artificial Medicinal Baths, irregular
and total obftructions of this kind have been removed with
the greateft facility, though of very long ftanding, in
feveral young Ladies, as well as in thofe of a more advanced

flace of life,
’ obferves,
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obferves, ¢ this diforder, thould be carefully treated,
and hbot remedies cautioufly aveided, for fear of 1r-
ritating the nerves, and giving an inflammatory
thicknefs to the blood, and thereby prolonging, iftead
of ending the malady : it yeilds to an nocent re-
gimen, a regular life, and warm baths—And Hip-
pocrates®, fays, ¢ fuffitus ex aromaticis muliebra
ducit, et aliis quogue foret utilisy” — that fuffu-
migation of aromatics are of effential fervice to wo-
men, In the inflammation of the uterus, Afruc
tells us, ““ that practioners advifed that kind of
half-bath, diftinguithed in latin by the name of
infefflus; thefe half-baths were prepared with a de-
cottion of emollient and anodyne herbs, {fuch as
thofe which are employed for fomentation; but
this pralice, (fays he) had unavoidable inconveni-
ences; for either the decoction of thefe half-baths
would be colder than the part bathed, and then
they would have the fame bad effets as the topics
applied cold; or they would be hotter, and in that
cafe would augment the inflammation.”

W hat a misfortune that remedies thus efficacious,
and which were judged then to be fo, either by
their effesis, or hy well-founded conjectures, could
not have been ufed with fafety for the cure of va-
rious complaints! Whatever was the caule that
no farther enquire has been made into fuch an im-

portant object, 1is nothing to our prefent purpofe:
it will be enough for me ro fay, that I have a
fure and eafy method te keep the abovemen-

tioned baths, tor any length of time, to a fixed de-

® In the firft book.

gree









( 26 )

great ufe of fri€tions in refolving obftrudtions: —1
have feen (fays he) an indurtaed parotid gland, after
many very good applications have failed, refolved,
by being well rubbed with woollen cloth for an
hour together twice a day, after baving been ex-
pofed to the vapour of warm water, vinegar, e,
The like alfo bas been feen in the glands of the neck
when they have been ftrumous. He further obferves
that liniments made of the mildeft oily fubftance of
the fmootheft oils, drawn from vegetables, are of
fignal fervice, efpecially if applied to the part after
they bave been deterged by bath, and fomentations,
and well dried. Zzus,* beftows the higheft com-
mendation on frictions as a good prefervative
aganft the gout.

Boerbaave, after he has paffed fimilar encomiums
on the fubject, fays, ¢¢ Add to this that the extrava-
fated and concreted blood itfeif will be attenu-
ated and refolved by frictions; for if the blood
which has been taken fiom the veins of a healthy
perfon, and congealed in the open air, be ground
m a glafs mortar, it may be again difivlved into a
frothy and coloured liquor; and therefore frictions
are evidently of the greateft ufe in the cure of con-
vulfions.”

Thus 1 have nearly fubmitted to the public im-
partial judgment, a compleate defcription of my ap-
paratus and operations, and of its extenlive ufe In
. the cure of moft diforders ; with a long train of ob-
fervations and authorities froms noted Phyficians
and Philofophers in fupport of the importance of
my practice, in refpect to each of the abovemen-
tioned operations, except on the pump; concerning
which I fhall now fubjoin the following :

* Serm, xii, chap. 21, ]
Baccius



( 27 )

% Baccius {ays, Opere pretium wvers eff in lam
nobili minifierio, leca determinare, quibus proprié con-
venict Duccia—Communis quidem ufus elft, ut in capile
duobus potiffimum locis [ufcipiatur, in bregmate, [cilicet
que ommiflura corenalis dicitur a vertice [cilicet anterior
capitis pars, et item [umitur 1 occpile, ubi eft [pinaiis
medulle principium, que nucba wvulgo dicitur.  Op-
tima vere ratione ad bunc ulum, bregma, boc ¢fi a ver-
tice in fromtem capitis pars proponitur. Primum qui-
dem, quia bic locus communis eff, aptiffimufque ad omnes
eiufmodi capitis effeflus frigidos curandus = five quidem
in capite ipfo comfiftant, ut funt omnes catarrbi foboles,
qui funitiones ipfas capitis obledant, que vel ad [enfum,
vel a' motum attineant.  Srve difhillatio a capite ad
Jusjeiias corporis pertingat partes, ut fumt apoplexiz,
inter omnes intentiffima paffio, et pofiea paralyfis, et que
pro nervorum communicantia, et ligamentorum ad ounes
partes, univerfum corpus, aut articulos, juntfurafque aut
certam aliqguam opprimunt partem.  Quarum omnidm
affcctionum, cum prima origo fit in cerebro ipfi Jfatim
JHre vincipia adbibere remedia, et ipfam ducciam oportet.

It 15 a moit important thing (fays he) to
determine the places to which the pump is to be
applied ;—the more common are from the crown
of the head to the fore part of it, and likewife on
the back part of the head, where the {pinal marrow
begins, commonly called the nape.—For a very
good reafon fuch parts have been fele¢ted, becaufe
they are the moit convenient to cure all difor-
ders proceeding from the head, or fituated in the
head itielf’; fuch as are all thatiffue from defluctions,
which injure the very functions of the head that

* What this author has advanced, is fupported by his own
experience, and by the authority of Diaftorides, Pliny, Archi«
gemsy Hippoerates, Galen, Avicen, Ztius, &c.

belong
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belong to fenfe, or motion ; or others falling from
the head to fome depending part of the body; as
apoplexies, paralyfis, and thofe that through
the communication of the nerves and ligaments af-
fect the articulation of the bones, the joints, the
whole body, or any particular part of 1t; and as
the origin of all thefe complaints-is in the brain, fo
there ‘without lofs of time wemuft apply the reme-
dies, and'the pump is peculiarly neceflary.”— ABtius
recommends the pump in contratiions, fiffnefs,
and obfiruéitons; and Boerbaave, with the help of
the pump, has fometimes cured the moff chronical
and ffubborn tumonrs of the knee. The pump,
therefare, the medicated water and vapourcus baths,
and friction, are of great {ervice for attenuating
grofs and vifcid humours; for enlarging the dia-
meter, of the obftructed vefitls, for mollifying and
relaxing ftiff and contraéted finews and ligaments,
reftoring a regular circulation to the fluids, and irts
natural motion to the folids. But to prepare for
and adminifter to the human body the above-
mentioned operations, it requires not only a know-
ledge of the patient’s conftitution, of his difeafe, of
the anatomy both of body and mind, together with
other acquifitions neceflary to qualify a phyfician;
‘but alfo a leng experience and a conftant and dili-
rent obfervation on the different effects produced
% the outward application of different ingre-
dients. A great many medical fubftances of ani-
mals, vegetables, and minerals, have contrary ef-
fe&s outwardly applied, to what they have in-
wardly given;—many were know to the ancient or
mordern phyficians and philofophers to act fo dif-
ferently ; but there is a very long tribe of them
in the materia medica that produce in our con-
fritution,  entwardly applied, effects  diametrically

oppafire
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in an ingenious book called The Dusy and Offces
of a Phyfician: ¢ There are fome of our fa-
eulty, who from a oretended regard to the dig-
nity of the profeflion, but in reality from the
meaneft and moft felffb wiews, refufe to apply any
remedy propofed in this manner, without regard
to its propriety; but this (fays the author) is an
infolent piece of tyranny. Every man has a title to
fpeak, where his life and his health is concerned, and
every man is entitled to fuggeft, what he thinks may
fave the life of his friend.” Now to come to my
purpofe refpecting the pump. Galen fays, that ex
antiquerm medicorum inflitutis in capitis  affeitioni-
bus diccie [funt adminifirande ; nempé que capitali
bus conflare debeant berbis ac floribus aliifque rebus
Zemuis ad penetrationem, quam ob rem et nitrum ad-
mifcebant, [al, vinum, et etiam nonnulli acetum, ¢ Ac-
cording to the inftitutions of the antient phyficians
in the difeafes of the head, Pumps are to be ad-
miniftered; however, they muft be prepared with
the beft kind of berbs and flowers, and of fubtile
and penetrating ingredients: For which ufe they
mixed nitre, falt, wine, and in many inftances wine-
gar.” This, and many other given inftances, proves
‘the importance of impregnating waters and vapours
with the virtue of vegetables, &c. The Right Rev.
Dr. Berkeley, an eminent philofopher, fays, ¢ it
may be faid indeed of common water that it attenu-
ates ; alfo of mercurial preparations, that they attenu-
ate ; but it thould be conlidered that mere water only
diffends the wveffels, and therefore weakens their tone
and that mercury, by its great momentum, may
guftly be fulpeCted of burting the fine cavillaries
which two deobftruents theretore might eafily over-
al? their parts, and by leflening the force of the veffels,
remotely produce 1hofe concretions which they are intended
do remeve.”’ A tius
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Aitius * is very jultly of opinion that pumps and baths
of warm mineral water are very dangerous to dry and ple-
thoric conftitutions. Ubi babet calidarum [ponte mananti-
um aquarum ufum, noxium effe capitibus natura calidis :—
Et fulpburee (inquit Galsnus) aque et bituminofe wverg
quoniam anguftos claudunt poros ac comprimunt, e
ntiem excitant defluxionem :—where natural warm mine-
ral waters, are ufed for bot conftitutions, 1tis very
pernicious 3 and thofe (Galen fays) impregnated with
brim{tone, and Jifumen, becaufe they warm, are great
enemies to bot conftitutions : thofe impregnated with
allum, as they prefs and c/ofe up the little pores, caufe
tharp defluxions.—

Charlenton on the Bath water, fays, ¢ that the in-
" conveniences of pumping there proceed from the
weight and preflure of the. water, which together
with its beat, excites a vibratory and impulfive mo-
tion in the obftructed vefiels, which pufhes forward
their ftagnant contents: if they are liquid enough
to pafs the bounds of their confinement, fuccefs
will attend the application ; but where they are
too vifcid, where they are endued with an acrimo-
nious difpofition, where the conftitution of the pa-
tient is hot and feverifh, or at leaft in that ftate at
the time of ufing the pump, an inflammation of the
part muit be the confequence ; which, if great care
be not taken, is followed by a generation of mat-
ter, whofe favourable termination calls for the cauf-
tic, or incifion knife ;’ neverthelefs 1t muft be added,
that patients bave been fent to the Bath water by
fome of our wifz Phyficians, to bathe and to be
pumped upon the head for the pally, for other
analagous complaints, and fome for the bead-ache,
who have /off their lives under the operation.—

* Lib. 3 cap. 168.
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fay nothing more on the uucertain and variable quaks
ties of mineral waters ; fubjoining only an obler-
vation on my mackine, for pumping on any particu-
lar part-of che bedy, above or under water, which is
fo conveniently conftructed, that the quantity of the
falling water is at pleafure increafed or diminifhed,
with, or without leflening, or increafing its force; in
thort, it may be brought from the {malleft drop; or
{tream, to a full quantity and ftrength of a fire engine;
and fo wice verfa, withcut any additional inflrument or
trouble.—The waters are likewife impregnated with
medical fubftances, and heated to a degree (uitable to
the patient’s conftitution, his diforder, and part affec-
ted 5 and great care and precauvtion is taken in this, as
well in the adminiftration of the other operations, in
order to avoid every inconveniency, and torender the
application of them effectual, in the cure of thofe
complaints which they are intended to remove,

The reader muft take notice that 1 never pofi-
tively promile to cure any body, but only under-
take fuch Patients in whom I think there is a ra-
tional probability of fuccefs; Phyficians that have
their honour at heart, ought fo to do, becaule the
art of Phyfic is conjectural, and very often do not
correfpond, cither to conjecture or experience; and
now and then it happens that when the Phyfi-
cian is certain of a cure, it is juft the time he is
deluded; as Celfus obferves, eff enim, hac ars con-
Jebturalis neque refpondet ei plerumaque non folum conjec-
tura fed etiam experientia—j/pes interdum truflratur, e
morttur aliquis de quo Medicus [icurus prima fuit, —
Thele are general misfortunes which every one of
the faculfy meets with in the courfe of their prac-
tice, but more fo thofe who have only a general
knowledge of difeafes, withoyt b¢ing well aca
gpainted with its caufes, and the i};lri'iculétr tempera.

- Sae meng
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ment of the patient. There is too, a natural deficien-
cy in fome Phyficians abilitics, which render them
unfuccefsful in the cure of difeafes,—for (as moft
learned men agree) the theory ot Phyfic belongs
part to the memory and part to the underftand-
g, but the practice to the imagination; there-
fore this laft is the faculty moft wanted to form a di-
agnoftic of the difeafes, in order to perform a cure.
Galen * {ays, ¢¢ that the true name of a Phyfician is to
be the inventor of the occafion; butto learn to know
time, place and occafion, are works of the imagina-
ition, becaufe that carries with it figure and corefpon-
dence ; fometimes we obferve that found perfons, who
are deeply plunged into fome fpeculation, {ee nothing
before them, nor hear, though they are called, nor
tafte meat favory or unfavory, though'in their
mouths, wherefore it is certain that the imagination
form the judgment and notice of particulars, and
not the underftanding or outward fenfes; then it
follows that the Phyfician who is ¢xpert in theory
will be an ill pradtioner, inafmuch as his imagina-
tion will be lame, and fo vice verfa. Hence Huartes
obferves, ¢¢ that this is the very reafon why none are
fo confummate in Phyfic as not to fail in their per-
formances; it 1s needful to know the whole are,
-and to have a good imazination to reduce the fame
‘to practice; but (fays he) thefe two things are in-
compatible.  Phyficians cannot cure every dileale
otherwife, as Aretews fays, *¢ they would De
more than Gods ;— &groti omnes [anari uon poffunt :
Medicus enim Deorun potentiam anteiret; when we
do our beft endeavour to cure our Patients, we
have fully done our duty. I hope the reader

-

* Epid, p. 5, com. i,
will
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will excufe this deviation from the main points
as it tends to fhew the imprudence of thofe that art
too rafh, and abfolute in their prognoftication.

What [ have faid in thefc two antecedent pages
dhould not difcourage any body to procure a re-
medy for their refpeftive maladies, wherever they
can meet with one. I am of opinion, that my ap-
paratus of Medicated waters, vapourous and dry batbs,
pumps, moift and dry fumigations, friftions, &c. will
not be deemed an object unworthy of their atten-
tion for the purpofe, becaufe whoever ftritly confi-
der the caufes of bealth and ficknefs the more reafon
they will find to be fatisfied with, and to acquiclce in,
the fyftem here laid down; by #bis many obflinate and
defperate complaints have been cured, and the poflibi-
lity of charging the fluids (by external applications)
with fuch particles as are fit to prevent difeales,
and repair difordered ‘conflitutions, plainly proved.

Any feafon of the year, whenever we become
fick, is proper for the ufe of my operations, as
they are heated and medicated according to the
Patient’s conftitution, difeafe, and ftate of the at-
mofphere, which I hope will be found as falurary,
as they are rational, if adopied before the famina
vite are deftroyed; therefore Patients ought to re-
pair in ume to reap the benefit of a remedy equally
pleafant and efficacious.

Principiis obfla, fero medicina paratur
Cum mala per longas invaluere moras.

Wifely at firft oppofe the erowing i,
Which long negleéted bafiles all our 1kill.

D2 I have
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I have thus colletted together, a great number of
opinions of different authors, both ancient and mo-
dern, in fupport of my practice, with no other view
than that of preventing the artful infinuations of
lome defigning Gentlemen of the Faculty, taking
effet on the minds of thofe perfons, who are eafily
tmpafed on by their theory, which often contradiéis their
prailice—It is not a new thing to hear feveral phy-
ficians, when they are confulted by the aflicted, on
the efficacy of my operations, to tell them, zbey are
not good, but burtful to their complaints, and even if
they could be of fervice in ome fenfe, they would be in-
Jurious in another, Z:'fmlrﬁ they weaken the. conflitution
. wery much (although the reverfe is the . conle-
" quence) ;5 but if undeniable faéts of their falurary and
health-reftoring efficacy are laid before them, they
fay, that my Water ana Vapour Baths, Fumiations,
Punmps, Sc. may be of fome [ervice to them; vul as
to thetr being impregnated with medicinal fubflances, it
15 of no importance to forward a cure; and that mere
fimple water wiil have the fame effed®.—I1t tuch are
the means they take to depreclate the mierits of
iy medicinal Haths | 1if thefe are their arguments, by
which the afflicted are deprived of the falutary ef-
-feCts of my operations! after they themfelves recom-
mend their patients to medicate waters and vapours
ot various fubttances, as their laff anchor of bape, tor
the cure of different difeafes! after their fending
them to patbe at Bath, Harrowgate, and other walers,
at bome and abroad! what muit the public think of
fuch duplicity 2 for what realon do they fend their
pauents wandering from place to place, at a great

T —— o p— =

% Vide chap, ii, "page 14, and 15.
expence
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expence and fatigue, to bathe in medicinal waters,
for the recovery of health, when they can have
fimple water at home, which, according to the doc-
" trine they promulgate, is equally eficacious to the
moft falutary natural medicinal {prings yet difcover-
ed? The publications of thefe Gentlemen on this
fubjet, and their converfation to thofe who confult
them, differ greatly one from the other; and with-
out any fcruple of confcience, we may declare they
have more faces than Janus. This {fpecie of medical
tribe ought to be diftinguithed from thofe Gentle-
men of the Faculty, who are more ingenuous and
friendly to mankind.

In the foregoing I have promifcuoully touched on
the falutary effeéts of my operations in various com-
plaints; but the three following Chapters, will be
on particular difeafes, viz. the Scmvy, Dropfy, and
Venereal, for which diforders, from the numberlefs
del'perate cales cured by means of my Baths, when
all other methods had been tried in vain, feem to
prom {e more fuccefs than any remedy yet difcovered.



3 )
CHAP. IV.

HE fcurvy being reckoned an univerfal malady

in this, as well as in many other northern
countries, it is neceflury we fhould take notice
of its caufes, fymptoms, and method of cure.

This difeafe 1s either hereditary, or acquired
from the moiftnefs or coldnefs of the climate, from
the {altnefs of the atmofphere, and groflnefs of
the food, from the want of a fufficient degree of
cold to brace and of heat teo diffolve, or what-
ever it proceeds from all thefe, and other fimilar
caufes, commonly manifefts itfelf by fome of the
following fymptoms:

1. A preternatural lazinefs, a f{pontancous laffi-
tude, with pains in all the mufcles, efpecially in
thofe of the legs and loins, and a difficulty of
walking; when the patient awakes in the morning,
his joints and muicles feem to be tired and
bruifed.

2, The refpiration is difficult upon the fmalleft
motion; there is an appearing and difappearing
humour of the legs, on which appear brown,
yellow, and vielet coloured {pots; the gums fwell
and grow painful, hot and itchy, and bleed upon
the leaft preflure ; the teeth become loofe, ;EI!‘HI the
patient feels pains in all the external and internal
parts of his body. .

3. The gums grow putrid ; when inflamed, dif-
charge blood, and are at laft feized with a gan-
grene; the loofe tceth by degl:ecs egrow vycllow,
black and rotten ; the ennuli adjacent to the wvens
ranine becomes varicous; there are often fatal ha-
morrhages, which break out from the external
ikin, without any appearance of a wound, as alfq
from the lips, gums, mouth, nofe, lungs, {to-

mach,
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mach, liver, fpleen, pancreas, inteftines, womb,
kidnies, &c. There are found every where, but
efpecially in the legs, wandering ulcers, fo obfh-
nate as to vield to no application, which are apt to
turn into a gangrene. The patient is alfo afflicted
with an itch, fcurf of the fkin, a dry and mi'd
leprofy, the fibrous part of the biood taken from
the veins, is black, grumousand thick, though
not compact; its ferum is [aline, acid, fbarp, and
¢orrofive ; there are corroding and lancinating pains
fhifting from place to place, which foon terminate
and increafe, but are more violent at night.

4. There are fevers of various kinds, which
bring on an athrophy; the patient is fubje& to
vomiting, diarrhzas, diffenteries, fevere ftrangua-
ries, deliriums, anxieties, which frequently prove
mortal ; to a dropfy, confumption, melancholy
convulfions, palfy, contradtions, black fpots, vo-
miting and purging of blood, a putrefaltion and
confumption of the liver, {pleen, pancreas, me-
fentery, than the contagion f(preads very quick
and a painful death puts an end te the patient’s
life—Such is the catalogue of the progreflive
{ymptoms that proceeds from the {curvy, laid down
by phyfical authors.

- Amongft the principal caufes of this dileafe,
we may renumerate a cold moily, and a warm
motift climate, a faline moift air, too long ule
of falt provifions, and the infltability of the
weather. Becaufe, if we obferve the inkabi-
tants of other climares, contrary to the above-
mentioned, are very little, or not at all infected by
this diforder, becau'e there is heat enough to
exalt and difperfe the grofs, and offenfive va.
pours, and, at proper feafons, cold enough to con-
denfe and precipitate them; but here they are

ﬂnutiug
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floating in the air, which we conftantly breath and
imbibe through the whole furface of our body ;
then the elafticity of the fibres is loft, obftructions
follow, and other fymptoms of the fcurvy. Moift
atr makes vifcid blood, and faline air inflames this
vifcid blood, from which proceed broken capil-
larics, extravafated blood, fpots of different co-
lovurs, ulcers and many other f{corbutic effects.
All the humours of the human body are apparently
faline, though none of them are falt itfelf. I[he toa
lang ufe of falt provifions increafes too much this
active inftrument of nature, and difpofes the body
to putrefaction. We know that falt acts only
when it is diffolved, and then becomes itfelf a
very great diffolvent. Chymifts commonly agree,
thatno fpirit, or {alt, whether acid or alkali, ag'er?ts
gold, unlefs it has a mixture of common or fea
falt, which makes many compofitions fo powerful
and adtive, fo corrofive and deftructive ro animal
bodies. The falts and oils (fays Boerhaave*) taken
into the blood, and mixed with the juices, are kept
in the body fo long as they remain benign and
friendly to it, but it they begin to putrity, are either
immediately thrown off, as appears by the fharpnefs
and feetid fcent of the urine, f{weat, feces, &J¢. or if
detained, excite grievous diltempers, that muft of
-neceffity foon end in the death of the animal,

Sir Febn Pringle§, finds {fea-falt to be an haltener
of putrefactions, where he fays, *¢ [t being {o long
an eftablithed opinion, thatfalt refifts puctefattions
with a power proportioned: to its quantity, I did
not therefore relv on my firlt tiral, but often re-
peated that experiment which contradicted this

* In his Chymical Hifinry ﬂf'putrefaﬂinns_
§ 1n his twenty-fifth Experiment upon Septics, &c.
: maxim
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maxim, and I {till found that two drachms of frefh
beef, with five, ten, or fifteen grains of fea falt, and
two ounces of water, putrified fooner then the jame
guantity of flefb infufed with water only.” — [’herrfﬂrc
I think, that an unneceflary quantity of fea falt in
our conftitution may be deemed a principal caufe of
the fcurvy.

Here avails very little the affertion of thofe, who
tell us,—that the {alt which is in the ocean, pre-
vents its growing feetid, and putrifying—T hat fea
water was defligned to be a kind of common defence
againft corruption and putrefaction of bodics— I'hat
in thofe regions where the heat of the fun is greateft,
and confequently more apt to corrupt the fluids, the
feais {altelt,

In my humble opinion thefe are very weak argu-
ments, ealy to be confuted by the following ob-
fervations: 1ft. ¢ It is will known that in this world
there are a great many rivers, and lakes, whofe
waters have not any fenfible degree of faltnefs in
them diftinguifhable by the tafte, and yer are pre-
ferved from corruption and putrefaétion, But wa-
ter, expoled to the air by long ftanding ftill,
will' corrupt and putrify, which corruption and
putrefattion are the confequences of {tagnation.
The fame happens when the blood or other
juices ftagnate in any part of the body, and
are no longer agitated by the force of circulation,
they wijl coagulate, then foon begin to refolve, and
at length to putrify ; in this chymical operation of
nature, the animal fale becomes volatile, alkaline,
fharp and corrofive, and the patient’s life is endangered
by a gangrene, mortification, apoplexy, (gr.—
3d. That fea falt is not a defence againft corrup-
tion and putrefaction, the learned Swv Fobn Pringle
‘has proved to a demonftration, in his experiments

a]rr::ady
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already  defcribed.——1Ic is alfo to our prefent
purpole to obferve, that a folution of fea-falt in
water, though it caufes no change of colour in the
lerum ot the blood when mixed with it, yer dii-
i6lves its texture.- The fea is certainly faleft where
there is moft hear, but not where there is moft cor-
ruption, becaufe the heat of the fun elevates more
watery then faline particies in the air.

As we are treating of the bad effe@s that fea-falt
and fea-water produce in our conftitutions, when
improperly applied; I hope the infertion of the
following cafes, taken from Dr. Ruffel’s Epiftolary
}Dzﬁcrratmn to Dr. Frewin, will not be deemed an
improper help to prove our argument.

l. A gentlemen, aged thirty-fix, was fent me as a
patient from an eminent phyfician in London. He
had a large humid fpreading berpes™ upon the arm,
as allo fcorbutic eruptions in {pots all over the body.
When he got down to the fea, he entered upon fea-
bathing immediately and drank the fea water, bur,
upon going in to the fea, the eruptions were not
only much raifed, but became more general, and the
itching intollerable ; his cloaths fticking to the parts
almoft every where,

1I. A woman upon the cealing of the menfes, had
a return of a humid fepra, which had left her from
the time of puberty, or at the firlt breaking down
of the menfes till then. This was one of the moft
general cafes I ever faw of the kind, and bad been
mcreafing by imprudent, and untimely fea-bathing 5 the
falt-water having irritated the fore parts: the itching

n

+ Vide Boerhaave’s txsth Procels upon Animals,

* A cutancous inflammation like miilet (eed upon the fkin ;
the humour in this inflammation fometimes is fo corrofive as
to form little ulcers,
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in this cafe was fo intollerable, that it had almoft
worn out the patient for want of reft; and fhe was
hardly able to wear any cloaths.

II. A man aged twenty, came to me with fuch
an ouzing from the cutaneous glands, that it wet
through his breeches as he fat upon his chair. The
fluxion was fo great, that I conceived hopes of reftrain-
ing it only by making revolutions with turpeth mine-
ralvomits, and by giving calomel, with bis fea-water *:
but this rough method would notdo by any means;
ic irritated fo much, that he grew infinitely worfe. The
eruptions became now almolt general ; he could hard-
ly bear any cloathson; his hands and feet grew in-
crufted, as did his ears, and he was one of the moft
afflicted patients I ever faw+-.

Either vegetables or animals will not putrify in
vacuo, but air is neceflary for the performance of
this operation ; air has always a kind of fea falt in i1,
therefore [ am- apt to think that fea fa/t is an ingre-
dient qualified to belp putrefadiion. One of the prin-
cipal forts of this effluvia in the atmoliphere, (fays
Boyle,§) 1 take to be faline, which float varioufly
among the reft in that vaft ocean; for they feem

* None of my patients ever experienced fuch kind of treat-
ment from my hands, being fufficiently acquainted with
chymiftry to know the pernicious confequences that often
attend thofe perfons, who have the misfortune to take falt-
 water with mercurials, The falt adds a corrofive quality
to the mercury and alters its very nature, which renders it
corrofive and deftructive to the human body.

+ 'T'he author of thefe three {corbutic cafes, in order to
appeafe the difeafe and relicve his patient, was obliged to have
recourfe to artificial tepid emollient baths, and to fome mild
internal medicines ; divers forms of fuch baths (fays he) might
be contrived by phyficians with great advantage, as particular
cales require.

§ In his Hiftory of Air,
not
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not to be equallv mixed therein, but are to be
found of different kinds, in different quantities
and places, at different feafons. Nor is this the
only means whereby the air may be impregnated
with faline particles; ftor the action of the fun
upon the fuperficial part of the earth and fea, will
alone fupply that fluid with {fwarms of them—
Among the various forts of particles wherewith
the atmofphere is replete, fome, fays he, may be
fo fmall and fo conveniently fhaped as to enter the
numerous orifices of the minute glandules of the
Skin, or at other pores thereof ;—he further ob-
ferves, that it does not appear chat inland countries
abound with corrofive fali, fince the bars and cale-
ments of windows will not thereby be greatly im«
paired by ruft after they have endured the weather
for twenty years, from whence he conjectures, that
the kind of falr whereby this diffolution is affected,
proceeds from fea wapouwrs. Water ftagnated, not
expofed to the air, and deprieved of its falt by
diftillation, will not putrify if 1t is kept ever {o
long, but remain pure and very good. Boerbaave,
in his theory of chymiftry, has the following paf-
fage, “ A Roman chymift fhuting up a quantity of
pure water in a vefiel fealed hermerically, Schottus,
who faw it in Kircher’s Mufeuin, after 1t had been
kept vpwards of fifty years, affirms, thatir ftill re-
mained clear and pure, and ftood to the fame
height in the vefiel as at firft, and had not the leaft
fediment at the botrom. Thelc rational arguments
and well attefted facts plainly prove, that fea falt,
fea watcr, falt provifion, and faline effluvia, to
be amongft the principal caufes of the fcurvy in
this country. _
The inftability of the climate, and a cold, may allo
give birth to the feyryy—Dbecaulc, if we obferve a
fudden
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fudden change from heat to cold, or going into a
cold plice when we are in a fweat, produces vio-
lent conftipacion by contraéting and clofing up the
mouth of the capillary veflels, fo as to prevent the
exhalation of peripirable matter, which when it be-
comes obltruted and ftagnated, will putrity, and
rencer the juices of bodies alkalefcent, ichorous,
and corrofive, from whence ‘the worft fcorbutic
fymptoms proceed. _

Mercurial falivation may likewife be principally
concerned in the produilion of this difeafe.  Boer-
baave fay<, “ that the mediciral virtues of Mercury
feems owing to its great fpecific gravity, and the
particular {mallnefs and configuration of its parts.
On this account it 1s more penetrative, and diffoives
the texture of the blood and juices,—and for the
fame reafon it is, that it fo {uddenly brings on
a degree of patrefattion of the humours, as we
find in a falivation; for by thus breaking - the
tex-ure of the fAuids, and tometmes of the folids
hikewile, it fo attenuates and refolves them as to make
them fenid” Leake * obferves “ that every degree of
putrefaction is followed with a proportional degree of
refolution in the fluids, and a fuitable relaxation and
decay of the folids, tho”ever {oinfenfible; and fince
the blood is thorouahly melted dowon, and the folid Gbres
over-{tramned and watted by a falivatiyn, it may without
doubr, be looked upon as a caufe powerfully difpofing
the patient to the frurvy; for it ¢vidently tends 1o
promote the fame procels as that of putrefaétion
wlelf: this may probably be deemed a [ubflantial
reafon, not only why rthe feurvy fo oftén recurs
after a falivation, but alfo why the fimalleft por-
-tions ‘of mercury are fo excremely permicious in this

* In his refle@ions on the improper ufe of MP":{.'IT'_'L'.

HT{ ;Tf.a; fe.
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difeafe. In fuch a cafe, the mercury will not only
farther break down the texture of the blood, already
fo much deftroyed, but will alfo exbalt that degree of
putrefastion which before exifted in it from the fcor-
butic caufe.” Liud too has taken notice, that thofe
‘who have undergone a falivation, are of all others
‘the moft fubject to the feurvy.

Though the humours of fcorbutic perfons are
commonly alcalefeent, 1 fhall notamufe my reader
with an acid for the cure of this complaint, I have
had feveral patients under my care, and have ob-
ferved many more under the care of other phyficians,
whofe fluids manifefted the ftrongeft proof of an al-
kaline nature; yet many of them grew fenfibly worfe
by the ufe of acid medicines. This general rule, con-
traria contrariis curantur, has fome exception: be-
caufe we fhould confider how widely the chemical
operations of nature differ when performed on liv-
ing animals, to what they do on dead bodies: be-
fides medicines only aét on the animals according
to the different quality and difpoflition of the fuids
they are made with in the body. Hence Galen,
wifely {aid¥, five purgans dederis, Sfiwe wvomitorium,
&Fc. prima exhbibitio in tua poteflate eff, religua fibi

fortuna wvindicat.  Whether you give a purge, a
‘vomit, or any other phyfic, the admimfitration of it

is in your own power, but the confequence muft be
left to fortune.

Pitearin, in his differtation concerning the effects of
acids and alkalies, obferves, that moft of the writers of
the laft age, who were then efteemed, have affirmed,
that moft diftempers did arife from an acid body flow-
ine in our blood. Some others of late, have affirmed,
that all diftempers are occafioned by too great an

* Page 401. .
influx
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influx of an alkaline body, or too great plenty of
humour. Ignorance (fays he)and lazinefs, befide
an eager defire of gain and fame, produced thefe
fects; for it was eafy to inculcate the common no-
tions of acids and alkalies, and with thefe two hard
and founding words, to gain the applaufe of the
people : he further obferves, that the vegetables
which we “eat, how full foever of acid they are,
~yet they are foon changed into aikalies by the
action of the ftomach, lungs, and heart, which
caufe the circulation of our fluids; therefore aeids
-are fo far from caufing or curing diftempers, and
of deftroving the alkalic jelt of the blood, that
acids received into the'blood, do rather beget an al-
kaline bumour.” Volatile, alkaline falt of urine,
‘blood, bones, air, &c. will imbibe almoft twice its
own quantity, of any known acid¥. Thoughitisa
received opinion that there is not any amimal acid
to be found in animal bodies; yet, from this, it does
not follow, that a vegctable or mineral acid may
not be found to exift in animal bodies, and to be
prejudicial to them as well as alkalies. I am fenfi-
ble, fays Boerhaave, in his rrsth Experiment on
‘the Pheenomena of the'Blood, that acid faits do not
coagulate the blood, merely on account of their aci-
dity, but by their aufterity or confiringing power;
that the adminiftration of acid may frequently
prove prejudicial, by encreafing the lentor and vif-
cidity of the blood and juices, and caufing obftruc-
tions in the {maller veffcls; and in his 79th Procefs
upon Animals, cbferves, that 1f milk fhould be
taken by perfons whofe bodies abound with acids,
1t will coagulate ; tharis to fay, the milk will be fe-

* Vide Beerhaave’s yogth Procefs upon-Animals
{eperated
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parated intoa thin fcrous fluid and a ftrong coagu-
lum, which turning grumous, may caufe odfrulii-
ons in the wvifcera, while (fays he) it ceales to be
mixed and diluted with the ferum; that inftead of
performing this office, may now go away in a feetid
Aweat, leaving the body pale, faint, and weak; and
this unheeded caule may give birth to a pale com-
plexion, a cacockymia, and to other wvarious chronic di-
Jeafes.  ‘The f{aid author farther takes notice#,
that in any difeafed {tate of body, the urine or other
humours may change from what they naturally were,
and become either alkaline, asin burning fevers, near
the point of death, &c. or acid, as in in pallor virgi-
uum, childrens difeafes, &c. By what has been
faid, it may ealily be concluded, that alkalies
liquify and acids coagulate the blood and other
juices, both may co-operate together or feparately,
in the produétion of the fcurvy, and alfo for the cure
of it.

Obflruétions feem to be reckoned as the principal
fources or effeéts of the fcurvy ; and ro this moft phy-
ficians agree. Fan Swieten, in his Commentaries on
Boerbaave's Aph. obferves, thac all the functions de-
pend on a free paflage of the fluids through the veflels ;
but an ebftruiion, when formed, and interrupting the
free paffage, is capable of difordering al/ the funtii
ons in general, and every diftiné? funition 1n particular s
and as @ difordered funétion is a difeafe, there may.
therefore as many difeafes proceed from an obfiruilion,
as there are funélions to be difordered. Many are the
caufes, as elfewhere has been obferved, that pro-
duce obftrutions, but the ways of removing them
are not fo numerous, efpecially in thofe that con-

ftitute the {curvy.

* In his Chemical Hiftory of Urine,
To
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To prove that this difeafe was known, tbozgh
very [feldom felt, by the ancients (owing to thelr
ufing the Artificial Medicinal Baths) it is ncceffary.
for me to take notice of a paffage in Hippocrates®,
who defcribes the fcurvy under the name of the di-
feale of the fpleen, in the following manner: ¢ The
perfon who is {eiled with this diorder, kas his abdo-
men inflated, and his fpleen becomes rumid, hard,
and afflicted with acute pains. The colour or the
face becomes black or pale, and pimples refem-
bling nofturnal puftules, appear on the leoss the
limbs are extenuated, and the patientis coftive ”—
Pliny § confirms it, as follows: ¢ When Cafar’s
‘army was on the other fide of the Rbine in Germany,
by their drinking infalutary waters, i{uppoled to .be
contaminated by fome {pells, there appeared amongft
them two new diforders ; cne of which being a pu-
trid and feetid diforder of the mouth, they called,
ssmanzxr, by means of which, in two years time, all
the teeth dropt out; whilft the other fo injured the
nerves of the legs, as to loofen the joints of the
knces, and velicate the legs; from which it got the
name of exerripfn.||

To cure this diteafe, fays Boerbaave!, we muft ren-
der moveable that whica is ftagnant; and flnid, that
which is coagulated; we mufl artenuate what s too
thick, and give a proper confiftence to that which
is too thin; and likewife, what is fharp and corrofive
muft be reduced mild and inoffenfive,

L

* De Internis Affeétibus.
§ Hiftor. Natural, lib, 25, cap. 3.

I 1have cited thefe remarks, to fhew, that the antients
bad faome operation fimilar to mine, which kept them from the
Scurvy, and not, as fome would have us believe, becaufe, at
that time, no fuch fymptoms were known. [n all probabi-
lity, if the difeafe did not exift in England before the time of
Calar, it was then brought over

% In his 1156 and 1155th Aphor,
- Morgan
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Morgan, in his mechanical pra&ice of phyfic, fays,
“ The feauwrvy may be diftinguithed into hot and
cold, and into effluent and external, and influent and
mnternal 5 although thefe diftin¢tions have given
very different names to a great many diforders as
affeting diffcrent parts, and difcovering themfelves
under different fymproms; yet the general caufes
and method of cure are ftill the fame; the curratve
indications, (fays he) arc two, the firft to attenuate
and diffolve the concreted matter in the ventricles of
the glands and cellular membranes ; the fecond, to car-
ry off the morbid matter that is diffolved, and fitrer
for evacuation by perfpiration, fiweat, and urine ; for
as it may be taken as a general rule, which I have
always found true, in faft, that thofe dilorders
(which proceed from the feurvy) are never well era-
dicated and cleared off’ by emetics or cathartics, and
Jeldom by falivation;” with very good reafon the above
cited author has obferved, that the icurvy and its
fymptoms are never well cured by emetics, cathortics
and falivation; becaule, by them, the determination
of the juices trom the cenzer to the crcumference, 1s
very much leflened; by this retremotion many di-
feafes will be formed only s confequences of an jnver-
fion of thofe morbid fecretions, which were by nature
intended and accuftormed to be feparated by the glands
and pores of the fhin.

The methed generally praétifed by the faculty
very often proves a’ortive: and fea-batbing is,
equally ufeful, for, in a great many cafes, it only
encreale, inftead of flopping the progrefs of the
difeaf- ; therefore recourie muft be had to better
and fafer means.

Phyficians gencrally agree as to the caufes and
fymptoms of the feurvy, except fome few, who
fufpect the venercal taint to be its latent principle.

YT,
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general rule that the frurvy, the moft violent of all
chronic diftempers, is not to be treated with draftic,
but with the meoft mild and fimple medicines;
and though 1 allow the difference of falts men-
tioned by phyficians, as the caufe of this difeafe,
yet the different and far fetched corretions of them
feem to be ridiculous; fince it is demonfitrable, that
the only and fafeft mechod of fubduing all morbid
falt, is by proper fluids : this intention then (fays he)
1s anfwered by pure and light fimple water, the
genuine menflruum and diffolvent of all faits. Befides
being a diffolvent of all falts, is a very fubile and
penetrative body. [Hoemberg* is of opinion, that
water, enters fuch narrow pores of animal fubftances
as will not admit air, only becaufe it moiftens and
diflolves the glutinous matter of the fine fibres of
the membranes, and fo render then more pliable
and feparate, which are things that the air, for want
of a wetting property, cannot do. Neverthelefs wa-
ter alone do not diffolve or penetrate into uncteous
and grealy bodies, except it be mixed with a ftrong
hixivium, or an alkaly falt, nor will any other Kind
of falt anfwer the intention. Sea-water, with all
its falt, will never wafh out any greafy or oily
impuritiest. But as we have elfewhere obferved, that
mere water would diftend the veffels, weaken their
elafticity, and produce new obftructions; and as the
correéting or wathing off the faltnefs, which 1n abun-
dance exifts in {corbutic perfons would not alone be
fufficient to perform a cure; we muft ufe water as a
diffolvent and correétor of the faltnefs, and as a proper
vehicle to convey fuch medical fubftances into the

N

* Vide Hift. de I' Acad. anno 1700, page 45.
4 Vide Boerhaave’s Theory of Chymiftry. i
patients
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patients bodies, according to the kind and ftate of
their difeafe and conit tution.

Fernelius T thought this difeafe {o obftinate, and at
the fame time {o dclicate to deal with, that he or-
dered the ufe of baths to be perfifted in for more
than ten years ; and Mattheus Martini + thinks them
highly beneficial.

Willis, in many fcorbutic cafes, recommended the
very {ame operations.

Sennertus || {ays, that Balneum totius corporis adbibetur
ad detertionem, cutifque vitia, Baths are uled to
clean the whole body, and the diforders of the fkin.

Riverius * {ays, Poff [ufficientem purgationem, Bal-
neum aque tevide convenicntiffimum eff, utiliter in eo
coquuntur bherbe refrigerantes; after the body has
been {ufficiently purged, daths of the tepid water are
molt beneficial and are ufed with msre advantage when
they are impregnated with cooling berbs.

Valcammer informs us, that an hypochondriac and
{corbutic patient was, in three days time, perfectly
cured, and recovered his ftrength, by uling morning
and evening, a bath of fweet water, prepared with
emollient herbs§.

Hoffman obferves, that hypochondriac and fcor-
butic patients have been cured by ufing baths of
fweet water prepared with emollient herbs; there is
nothing (fays he) better to difcufs hard and painful
tumors of the legs and feet, then baths with brook-
lime, water-crefies, fcurvy-grafs, &c. frequently ufed.

Boerkaave, in the ift, 2d, and 3d ftate of the
fcurvy, advifes baths and half baths, impregnated
with antifcorbutic herbs, and recommend fritions

$ Obfervat. 44. + In Tratat, de Morbis Mefenterii.
v | Page 623. * Lib. 12, page 26.

§ [ have myfelf, in the courfe of ten days, cured a poor
man of venereal-[corbutic ulcers, after he had been falivat-
ed th.ee times,

very
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CH.AR V.

A N'Y Phyficians, like enthufiaftic bigots,

or crafty knaves, think, or endecavour to
make us believe, that no- b{}d}r can be fafe, except
thofe who follow their opinion. 1 am not fo un-
charitable in my way of thinking. The creed of
others, has equal weight with me as my own, pro-
vided it be rational, and lead us to falvation, and I
never {uffer my judgement to be warp’d by narrow
pre) judice againft conviction.—k xtenfive 1s the field
in which I could expatiate on the dangerous methods
of treating difeafes {et down by various phyfical au-
thors; at the fame time I muft acknowledge, that
there are many others, who are rational and deferve
attention 5 the enumeration of thefe two claffes of
phyficians I relerve to another opportunity ; at pre=
fent be it fufficient for me to obferve, that if the Rea-
der finds a fater, ealier, and quicker mt:tlmd of curing
Dropfies than my own, he is at liberty to try 5 if not
1 hall think myielf happy to be the inftrument (un-
der the blefling of God) of reftoring him to health,
and pm]nncruw his life.

Hippocrates, Galen, Celfus, Boerbaave, and many
others, think that molt difeafes proceed from ebfruc-
tions y and altho’ thefe have their origin from fome
other internal or external caule, yer che removal of
the obftrut:on very often trees the patient of his
complaint, I mult here indulge myfelf in repeating
the beautiful defcription that Pan Sweizen* glves on
this fubjeét :

Tbat in the regular courfe of ithe wital, natural,
and animal funétions, Life depend: “ THAT ALL
THESE FUNCTIONS DEPEND ON A FREE

* In his Commentaries on Boerhaave’s Aph.

PASSAGE
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PASSAGE OF THE FLUIDS THRO’ THE
VESSELS; BUT AN OBSTRUCTION WHEN
FORMED, AND INTERRUPTING THE
FREE PASSAGE, 1S CAPABLE OF DISOR-
DERING ALL THE FUNCTIONS IN GENE-
RAL, AND EVERY DISTINCT FUNCTION
IN PARTICULAR ; AND AS DISORDERED
FUNCTIONS IS A DISEASE, THERE MAY
THEREFORE BE AS MANY DISEASES PRO-
CEED FROM AN OBSTRUCTION, AS
THERE ARE FUNCTIONS TO EE DISOR-
DERED.

That the vital, natural and animal fun&ions, are,
in a Droply, highly vitiated and injured, 1s fufficient-
ly obvious from its fymptoms, which are judicioufly
and acurately colle€led by Aretzzus*, in the following
words :—¢ All patients labouring under a Dropfy
are pale, afflicted with a difficulty of breathing, and
cough ; they are, at certain umes, flow, lazy, and have
an averfion to aliments; and, if they eat any thing,
tho’ in a fmall quantity, they are neverthelels much
inflated, and diftended : their fkins are enurely def-
titure of all moiturey neither can a {fweat be raited on
them 2y warm baths§. DBefides, they are of a whitifh
colour, and effiminate; their fleeps are oppreflive,
troublefoine, and fhort; they are tubject to deliriums,
anxious, and uncafy about triffles and exceflively fond

® In his firlt chapter of his fecond book of Chronical Af-
fe&tions. .
Although I have reafon to brlieve, that my operations,
delioned for the cure of Dropfies, furpafles, by far, the con-
triv;nccs of the ancient, and any of the modern phyficians,
vet [ have had fome patients, that 1 was not able to make
perfpire, till they had been three or four weeks through my

operations, :
of
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of living.” Added to this, the Dropfy is juitly
and generally defined, by the ableft authors, to be a
depraved habit of body, in fome or all the
functions, accompanied with a preternatural fag-
nation and colleftion of ferous humours, either in tlie
whole body, or in fome particular cavities of it; and
according to the different parts, that ore obfirutied,
and its variows caufes, it acquires a different name :
Thus when the ferous humour or lympha, ftagnate
throughout the whole habit of the fubcutaneous fat,
or is thed therein, itis called an Anafarca—when the
water is collefed in the duplecature of the perito-
aeum, in the cavity of the abdomen, between the
peritoneum, and the vifcera, or in the dilated cavi-
ties of the glands, and veflels contained in the abdde-
men, 1t is termed an Afcites.—

And if the Dropfy is owing to rarifaction of va-
pours, arifing from water, pus, ichor, &c. that were
Stagnated, pent up, and heated, till they putrify, then
it produces a Tympany. But Aretzus has added a
fourth fpecies, and made a certain difference between
an Analarca,anda Leucophlegmatia, imagining, that
though, in both thefe fpecies of Dropfies, the face
and arms are tumid; and that in a Leucophlegma-
tia, arifing from a redundance of phlegm, as well as
an Anafarca, the whole body is filled, and that all the
parts fuperior, and inferior, the breafts not excepted,
become tumid, which principally happens to thofe
who are young, robuft, and in the flower of their age,
yet, in an Analarca, the flefh is colliquated into a
kind of fanious juice, refembling that which is dif-
charged from members violently contufed. Befides,
he maintained, thata Leucophlegmatia was a milder,
and more eafily cured, {pecies of Droply; becaufe,
there were various ways, by which it might be remo-

ved






( 59 )
efpecially thofe of the complicated kind, the Phyfi-
cian muft change the whole babit of the body, before
he can cure the patient. By this peculiar dittinltion,
Aretaeus feems to have infinuated, that in a Lieuco-
phlegmatia, as well as in an Anafarca, there was a
large quantity of water, ftagnating between the fkin
and the mulcles; but that, in an Anafarca, the blood,
by which the mufcles are nourithed, was, at the [ame
time, highly corrupied, and confequently the diforder
proportionably more terrible,  This beautiful dii-
tin€tion is ftill more confpicuoufly made in the fame
chapter in the following words :—W ater between the
muicles and fkin 1s fometimes formed immediately
after, Liberal draughts of co/d liquor ; when, for in-
ftance, any one under the influence of exceffive thirt,
drinks large quantities of cold water, and the liquor
1s afterwards conveyed to the peritonceum, by which
the heat of the ftomach and abdomen are abated,
then the drops of water, are difcharged upon the
ilia, which, being converted into air, are carried off
by per(piration. When, this, therefore, happens, be-
fare any of the wvifcera, or the whele body, is affccted,
the dilorder is proportionably the more eafily cured.
—<¢ In patients, lays he, labouring uader an Alcites,
the ilia are tumid, and the feer infated ; whereas the
face, the arms, and the other parts of the bedy are

they are not at liberty to obey their attraitive powers, or their
feveral gravities, but move on without any other attrallions,
than what they receive from their cafual occurfions and at-
tritions apainft one another; the contequence of which is
only breaking them fmaller, and rendering the liquor more
fluid, From all which it appears, that the different fluidities of
the animal liquars are in the different parts of the body, as their
velscities in each part,

extenuated
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!
extenuated. The tefticles becom= tumid, and the
prepuce, and whole penis, appear to be wreathed as
1t were, by realon of the inequality of the fwelling.
Upon reclining the body to eicher fide, the water pro-
duces both a tumour and fluc¢tuation in the reclined
part, and the noife of the fluctuating liquor is heard.”
—From thefe fymptoms, fays Faiies, ¢ we may infer,
that in conlcquence of the large number of ruptured
lymphatic vefiels, there i1s copious extravafation of
lymph, and as it were an inundation ot the wvilcera,
by which they are, in procefs of time, totally cor-
rupted.

As for that fpecies, commonly called Tympanitis,
and the dry Droply, in which the abdemen, highly
tenfle, and inflated, founds like a drum, upon being
ftruck with the hand, we muft obierve, that it is ra-
ther a fymptom of an Anafarca and Afcites, than a
diftin€t and feparate {pecies of Dropfy ;- but if it ac-
companies thefe diforders, as it generally does an Af-
cites, it denotes a highly deplorable and incurable cale,
which arifing either from flatulencies pent up in the
inteftines, or from the vapours exhaled from the waters
extravafed in the abdomen, fo deitroys the rone of the
abdominal mufcles, that they become entirely lan-
guid,

But that we may the more accurately inveftigare
the nature and genius of a Droply, we fhall defcribe
its beginning, traceits progrels, and enumerate the
varieus fymptoms, with which it 13 attended : Firlt,
then, afwelling feizes the feet, which, in procefs ot
time, rifes to the thighs, the groin, the ilia, the abdo-
men, and the pitof the ftomach. Sometimes the ab-
dornen, turgid with water, is foexcefiively prominent,
that the patient, cannot fee his own feet, but dreads a
rupture of his abdomen. In procefs of time, a quan-

tity of water fall down into the fcrotum, and fre-
quently
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quently diftends it fo much as to render it as large as
one’s head, Not only the {crotum, bur alfo the pre-
puce, and penis, are fo fwelled, as to become interted,
and prevent the free difcharge of the urine.  In which
cale, ’tis perceived, that the water, which diftends the
fcrotum, is generally conveyed from the abdomen thro’
the procefles of the peritonceum.  Sometimes alio,
efpecially in patients labouring under an Anafarca
and Leucophlegmatia, it happens that the aqueous
humour collc€ted about the groin, infinuating itfelf
under the common integuments of the tefticles, proves .
the caufe of a {welling of the [crotum, whilft the ab..
domen, in the mean rime, 1s entrely free from water.

Nor, in all Dropfical patients, does the fcrotum be-
come tumid, fiace T have known fome patients die ot

a Droply, without any fwelling in that part. Ia
women alfo, the groins become tumid, and the va-

gina is fomerimes {o diltended by the waters as to fall

down, Befides, a common fympton of Dropfical pa-

tients is a difficulty of breathing ; which being in-

creafed by violent motion, and efpeciaily in the night-
time, by reafon of the eafy afcent of the water in the
abdemen, in confequence of the reclining pofture of
the body, frequently induces a danger of 1uff)cation.

Hence, if the miferable patients have.a mind to

breathe freely, they are obliged to fhuft their pofture,

and rather {ic erect, than lie in bed, as other perfons

do. They are alfo, afflicted with a cough, which is

generally of the dry kind and without expectoration ;

whilit, at the tame time, an acrid, {uline lymph, which

is peccant throughout the whole bodv, in a parti-

cular manner, {timulates, and irritates che (lender fibres

of the larynx, and branchia. :

" I'is obfervable, that, in an Arefarca, the urine is
difcharg’d thin and white, whereas in an Afcites it is
evacuated in fmall quantities, buc thick, and with a

copious
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copious red and lateritious fediment. In the begin-
ning of a Diopfy, the quantity of urine, for the molt
part, correlponds to that of the liquor drank ; the bo-
dy :11!?:} i foluble, and the appetite good ; but all thele
lacky circumftances gradually fail, in proportion as
the difeaf- advances. Befides, the patient is rack’d
with a violent and infatiable thirft, {fo that the poet
might juftly fay

Quo plus [unt pate, plus fitiuntur aque.

_ The reafons why a Dropfy is accompanied with this
infatiable thirft, are principally thefe. The {aliva, in
confequence of an obftruction of the fahval glands,
can no longer lubricate and moiften the parched
fauces; belides, the fmall quantity of fa/iva, which is
difcharged from thefe glands, is not only vi/cid and
Jaline burt alfo immediatcly dried up by the febrile
hear, for the worft ftate of the diforder is almoft al-
ways accompanied with a flow and continual fever,
which mav be {ufficiently known from the fmall and
frequent pulfe, and which, gradually preying upon
the flefh of the fuperior parts, and impairing the
ftrength, at laft puts an end to the patient’s life. In
an Anafarca, as well as in an Afcites, there is often a
confiderable itching perceived 1n the membraneous
parts of the feer, which are alfo obferved full of livid
{pots and veficules, which latter, when opened, dii-
charge a {erum, that, by 1ts acrimony, corrodes or in-
fames the adjacent parts, Hence malignant ulcers
are frequently produced, which, according to Hippo-
crates®, are not to be cured and confolidated with-
out the greatett difficulty; for the afflux of acrid fe-

* In the cighth Aphor. of his fixth fection.
rum
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membranes,” and is, at laft, extravafed through their
pores. '

From thefe experiments it is, if I miftake not,
fufficiently obvious that the true caule of the fwel-
ling of the body in a Dropfy of the fecretion of the
ferum from the blood, and of its fagnation in the ca-
vities, is a too flow and languid circulation of the
blood, efpecially thro’ the veins, The truth of this
affertion will be ftill more evident, if we confider,
how eafy the circulation of the blood, thro’ the veins,
1s ftopt ; and that principally, for thefe reafons, The
motion of the blood thro’ the veins, from the infe-
rior to the fuperior parts, isin confequence of their
perpendicular fituation, and the ftated laws of hy-
draulics, much flower than in the arteries ; hence the
veins are not only more numerous, but have alfo
larger diameters than the arteries. The coats of the
veins, alfo, are not {urnithed with fo ftrong a {yftal-
tic, moving, and elaftic force, as is found in the ar-
teries. Befides the coats of the veins are highly
flender, porous, and confequently capable of allow-
ing a thin fluid to pafs eafily thro’ them. Now, if by
means of a redundance of {fecrous humours, the tone
and ftrength of the veflels, efpecially of the veins,
thould in confequence of their roo great diftention,
be impaired and weakened, the dreulation of the
blood through the whele body, which repulates all
its funélions, and preferves them entire, muft necef-
Jary become languid, and be diminifbed; as is ob-
vious from the pulfe, which, in this cafe, is rare,
fofr, and weak. From this languid circulation of
the blood, we deduce the genuine cau ¢ and reafon,
not only of the preternatural fwelling, but alfo of the
other {ymptoms which accompany a Dropfy ; fuch
as wearinefs, heavinefs of the body, liftlefnefs, and

a
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a diminution of the falutary excretions, by [weat,
urine™, and flool.

B.fides thefe, an unf{upportable difficulty of
breathing is almoft a perpetual fymptom of every
Dropfy, and, fometimes, rifes to fuch a height, as to
endanger a fuffocation. This formidable {ymptom
can hardly have any other caufe affigned for it, than
a too weak fyftaltic force of the heart and arteries.
In confequence of which, the blood, abounding
with a vifcid ferum, cannot pafs fufficiently freely
thro’ the minute ramification of the pulmonary ar-
tery and vein; hence it ftagnates in thefe ramifica-
tions, and regurgitating to the right ventricle of the
heart, producesa ftrange uncafinefs; and fince the
principal orifice of the lungs confits in this, that
whilft the blood pafies thro’ the numerous and mi-
nute veflels of their vificular fubftance, the lymph
and chyle may be intimately mixed with it§ parts,
and impregnated with a kind of fubtle and elaftic
air, that then the blood may be rendered {pirituous,
fluid, and fit for adding ftrength to the body ; hence
we may juitly infer, that a flow and languid circula-

* Duncy obferves, thatthe perfpirable matter is much di-
verted by urine, And this may give a caution to fuch who
are fond of the mineralwaters, and {fuch courfes, as work much
bv urine : For "us certain, that perfpiration is thereby hinder-
ed, which upon toolong difule may not be very eafy to be re-
ftored to its natural ftate ; for in time, not only the excretory
paflages may for want of their ufual attritions and impulfes
{ubfide, but likewife be very much obftruéted by too large an
overcharge of a mineral grofs matter, which may prove very
difficult to remedy: And coufidering perfpiration is the
largefl .-:t’{ﬁ:iurrga, and of the mo/f importance of all the eva-
cuations for the prefervation of health, the greateft care poffi-
ble ought to be taken, that it be not interrupted witheut una-
voidable neceflity.

-
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* cava. Hence a ftrong tendency of the blood to
ftagnation and infarction is brought on. If t_hcr_cfﬂre,
in confequence of ufing a finall quantity of drink, 2
fedentery life, a free ufe of acids, the abufe of {piritu-
ous liquors, hamorrhages, or fevers prepofteroutly
cured by aftringents, a redundance, or lentor of the
blood and lymph fhould be brought on; or if, in
confequence of many violent commotions of mind,
and the thock of preceeding difeafes, the tone of the
liver, and its veflels, fhould be preternaturally weak-
ened ; thefe veflels muft, of neceflity, be infarcted,
and the due proportion of their diameters to the

" blood, which ought to move through them, being
by this means, deftroy’d, it fagnates bere and there,
in their cavities; and its aqueous part, being fe-
creted, fills the lymphatic vefigls, great numbers of
which are found there : befides, the preternatural
fpiffitude of the vifcid lymph renders its circulation
through the liver proportionably more or lefs faint
and languid. If a pretry thick lymph, fecreted from
the blood, thould remain in the liver, and, in confe-

_quence of the diffipation of its more fluid parts, af-
fume a proportionably greater degree of thicknefs,
the coats of this organ will become thick, indurated,
and, at laft, degenerate into afcirrhous; but the in-
duration will be principally obfervable in the more
internal parts ; whereas the {cirrhous will be formed
in the external membranaceous parts, and the veflels
lying neareft to the furface. That the principal
feat, therefore, ‘of an Afcites is the liver, is fufficient-
Iy obvious from inftances of diffections.

But, befides the liver, the other abdominal vifcera
are not entirely free from the effeéts of the diforder ;
for Riverius, Shenkius, Foreftus, and myfelf, have fre-
quently feen the fpleen preternaturally large, dif-
tended with a black blood, and covered with 1 :

: icirrhous






P 9 )

liver, and their adjacent parts ; which veflels being
diftended by a copious congeftion and afflux of
lymph, are raifed into large vcficles, by the Greeks,
called hydatides, by the breaking of which a Dropfy
is fometimes fuddenly generated and an incredible
quantity of {ferum difcharged into the cavity of the
abdomen. Thus Salmutbus*, informs us, that in a
certain woman, who died of a difficult labour, he
found a large number of lydatides in the confineg
of the uterus: And Pechiinus§, tells us, that he faw-
the fame, in diffe¢ting a woman, who died during

eftation : That in the cornua and tubes of the uterus,
arge quantities of water are fometimes collected, is
ful%cieﬁtlj; confirmed by Tulpius-}-, who gives us an
inftance of a woman, who, in bothcornua of the
uterus, had about nine pints of water and pus in-
cluded in a lafge number of {mall bladders. More
inftances of this nature may be found in Schenkius},
in Rolfinkius|| de organ. genital, and in Sydenbam de
Hydrope. ‘This truth is alfo confirmed by an obfer-
vation of Harder, who tells us, that ina country-wo-
man, that not only the left ovary contain’d two pints
of a faline and feetid water, but, that there wasalfoa
confiderable pAydatides or veficle full of water in the
fallopian tube, annexed to it. And I myfelf, twen-
ty years ago, obferved in a woman, of forty years of
age, a fwelling, produced by a violent fall, on the
hypozaftric region, and accompanied with a tenfive
pain : This fwelling was fucceeded by a large dif-
charge of limpid water, which was, at firft, evacua-
ted wirth the menftrual blood, and continued to flow
for half a year after the menftrual evacuation ftopt ;

* Cent, 1. Obf. 38, § Obf. 1g. + Obf. 45.
3 ObL. 6. and 7, | Cap. 20.
{o






g ( 71 )

rally flow and languid, and cenfequently, rendered
difficult, by the flighteft accidental caufes : Hence it
is, that polypous conctetions are generally found in
tall perfons, who have died of a Dropfy of the
thorax, or an Anafarca. Thefe, alfo, who are of a foft
{pongeous habic of body, who have lefs firm fibres,
in which an aqueous fubftance predominates, thole
we call phlegmatic or fanguineophlegmatic, are
highly fubject to Dropfies: T'hofe who are over-fat,
thofe who in their infancy have been afflicted
with catarrhous defluxions, or who have been ofren
{ubject to cedematous fwellings, are, alfo highly ob-
noxious to diforders of this kind : Old perfons, in
whom, by reafon of the impaired elafticity of the
veflels, and excretions are not duly carried on, and
the lymph acquires a preternatural lentor and vifci-
dity, are, for this reafon, frequently fubject to Drop-
fical fwellings: Thofe who lead fedentary lives, fuch
as taylors, thoemakers, weavers, &c. are, all other
circumftances being alike, more fubject to this mil-
fortune than others: Thofe, alfo, who breathe a
moift air, which impair the vigour of the fibres,
fuch as fithers, fullers,and fuch as wath clothes, are
more fubject to misfortunes of this kind than others:
The placeés and countries in which we live, have
alfo a very confiderablé influence in producing this
diforder : For which reafon more Dropfical patients
are found in marthy places, and on the {ea coaft, than
in continents, and places remote from the fea : An
inftance of this we have in Holland, both on ac+
count of the impurity of its air, and its contiguity to
{o large a quantity of water,

It may alfo happen by accident (a change of the
inhabitants method of living, for inftance) that a
place before not naturally fubjeét to generate Drop-
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Beiides, nothing more direétly contributés to the
production of Dropfies, than the fupprefiion of ufual
and critical evacuation of blood, fuch-as the menfes
and lochia in women, and the hamorrhoids in meny
as Hippocrates- has juftly obferved in the twelfth
Aphorifm of his fixth fection. Thus Dion Caffius in-
forms us, that the Emperor Trajan, upon a fupprel-
fion of the hamorrhoidal difcharge, was feifed with
an Afcites of which he was cured ; but, happening to'
relaple, fell a facrifice to the diforder. ’Tis alfo cer-
tain from experience, that violent hzmorrhages,
whether from wounds, the nofe, the uterus; or the
veins of the anus, contribute very powerfully to the
eeneration of Dropfies, for the facred and ineftimable
treafure of life, is wrapped up in the blood: So that
when too great a quantity of this is evacuated, the
minute veflels, {ubfervient to the purpofes of fecre-
tion and excretion, collalpe, and become too narrow.
In confequence of this, ncither is a laudable blood
generared, nor the nervous fluid duly fecreted, a
circumftance which produces weaknefs and imbeci-
lity of the folids. Nor are the impure and recre-
smentitions juices aliminaled, in confequence of which,
an sfupportable Dad of impurities is accumulated in
the boay. 1 wouldnot be thought to affirm, that
every ' large evacuation of blood produces the
Dropiy; but in patients, where other caufes con-
cur, 1 am of opinion. that this circumfitance very
readily produces it. Thus I have known fome per-
fons, who, in confequence of an obftruction of the
vifcera, labouring under fcurvy and cachexy, and
abounding with an acrid and impure blood, have,
after frequent and violent hemorrhages, fallen into
a Dropfly; certainly not in confequence of the
hemorrhage alone, but alfo in confequence of the
bad habit of body, and dyfcrafy of the humours pro-

quced
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only deitroyed, but alfo the ftrength too much im«
paired by an exceffive lofs of ferum. in confequence
of thirty, or perhaps more ftools a Day; by which
means, nftead of a pure and temperate blood, crude
humours are generared in the veins.

Both Dropfies of the breaft, and an Aftites, are
alio frequently generated by the recefs, or prepolter-
nus and injudicious repulfion of the itch, arthritic di-
forders, and the gour; as alfo by the fudden ¢onfolida-
tion of old ulcers and tontanels, And, which is &till
more furprfing, 1 have obferved a repulfion of cede-
matious fwellings of the feet, by whatever means, fuc-
‘ceeded by a vivlent oppreffion and uneafinels of the
breatt, which were again tollowed by a Dropfy ; for
the thick and vapid terum, which lay ffagnant in the
feet is by {wathing forced upwards; and, being ab-
forbed by the funguiferous veins, is conveyed to the
przcordla; and being thence carried with the reft of
the humours, from the right ventricle of the heart, to
the pulmonary artery, and 1ts ramifications, fills them
~with fuch an exceflive load of humours, as by com-
prefling the pulmonary veficles, refiftstheingrefs of the
air into them in a degree {ufficient to propel the blood
thro’ the vewmns. The blood therefore, in this cafe re-
gurgitates to the right ventricle of the heart, and, by
diftending it, creates great uneafinefs,; and a difficulty
of breathing. Since, therefore, by this means the
circulation of the blood thro’ the lunge, is rendered
highly flow and languid, the ferum is not only fecre-
ted through the pores in the cavity of the breaft, and
extravaled from the numerous lymphatic veflels of
the lungs; but the circulation of the blood in the
whole vena cava, is allo, in fome meafure, ftopt, and
retarded; fo thac it is not furprifing, that there fhould
alfo happen large ftagnations and extravafations of

jerum 1o the inferior parts, :
Having
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diligent attention to his practice, I made myfelf
mafter of the modes and means of preparing and
applying his falutary operations for curing divers
difeafes; my chief ftudy has ever fince been con-
fined to thofe complaints, which feem to me to give
birth to others, or are more difficult to cure. The
Dropfy has taken upa great part of my time, and the
fuccefs I have met with in the cure of this dreadful
complaint, has pufthed my refearches ftill further,
and flacter myfelf, that I have fo far fucceeded, as to
have added a degree of probability for a cure in many
cafes where there were none before; for this purpofe I
have conftruted an apparatus upon a new plan,
which is far fuperior in point of efficacy and conve-
niency to any I have formerly erected. The public,
I hope, do not expeét from me, a circumitantial
account of every ftep that I take to cure difeafes, nor
an explanation of the ufe and conftruétion of every ma-
chine and leader that conftitute my apparatus, the rea-
fon is too obvious; after having fpent a capital fortune,
and having been years conftantly employed in inftruc-
ting the various workmen to erect my apparatus, it is
rational, I fhould at leaft enjoy, uninterrupted, the
fruits of my labour and money for afew years,
efpecially as in this capital there are many perfons of
the profeflion, who make it their ftudy to live upon
the toils of others, even at the expence of their fellow-
creature’s life; various inftances of this kind I could
here infert; but, one or two will {uffice, as well as an
hundred.

Laft year Dr. Kooftray, the late worthy and human
Phyfician of the London Difpenfary, was attacked with
a oiddinefs in his head, for which it was thought
advifeable he fhould be blooded; his conftitution
was not one of the healthieft; the clofe and un-

remitted attention he paid to poor patients, was not
even






( 84 )

plaint, prove him, not only unfkilful in bathing, but
even void of profeffional judgment. He did not
know

—

c¢ 2 defire to know the purpofe of my taking t, and on bein

¢¢ acquainted with my profeffion, wifhed previoufly to fee the
¢¢ plan of my intended buildings, Confidering him as a man
<¢ of honour and a gentleman, I very frankly came to him a-
<¢ gain with Mr. Powell the fame day, and entrufted him with
¢« my plans, and an explanation of the ftruture of my appa-
<¢ ratus; accompanying the papers with feveral certificates
¢¢ and affidavits, refpecting cures which I had performed.
<¢ Dr. Kelly faithfully promifed to return thefe documents in
¢¢ a day or two, and then give me a definitive anfwer concer-
¢ ning the houfe. At the end of two days, and on the 3d,
<¢ 4th, sth, and 6th alfo, 1 called repeatedly upon him in
¢¢ §t. Martin’s-lane, but could neither by myfelf or my fur-
« geon, get fight of him, nor receive back my papers. On
«¢ the 7th day | had notice that the mafter of the veflel (then
¢ in the river) was obliged to unload my goods brought
<¢ from Briftol : I therefore, both perfonally, and by letter,
s applied to Dr. Kelly for his anfwer: but in vain, The
¢¢ pext day however he did return my papers ; but added, to
<¢ my aftonifhment, that he fhould goand live in the houfe at
«¢ Knightfbridge himfelf! So difingenuous and unkind a de-
<¢-lay, added to the difappointment and hurry attending the
«¢ inconvenient landing of my goods, made me precipitately
< take a houfe at Milbank, Weltminfter ; *where fhortly af-

«¢ ter I conftructed my apparatus,

In his fecond publication he takes notice of Dr. Kill-all
25 follows: ¢ after Doltor Kill-all had been well aflured
<« that the reputation of my apparatus had received the
¢ approbation and encouragement of the above named
¢ great perfonages, &c.* and that my fuccefs in curing
¢ the moft hopelefs complaints daily increafed, he erected

* Alluding to feveral members of the college of phyficians, of the
rayal faciety, of art and fciences, learned travellersy, & . fome df
wham vifited his apparatus and others have been under bis mre.lr

; « 3lfe



{ & 1)

know the general rule, contraira contrariis curantur, et

fimilia fimilibus confervantur, neither the {alutary advice
Celfus,

¢¢ alfo an apparatus in imitation of ‘mine ; and upon the very
¢ fpot of ground, where, after having fairly negociated with
¢ him for it, I had intended to build, previous to my for-
¢¢ ming the two already mentioned at Millbank, Weftmintter,
<¢ and at Chelfea,

¢ On feeing in the newfpapers an account of this furrep-
¢ titious proceeding, [ remonftraged to Dr. Kill-all on the
¢¢ treachery and injuftice of his ufurapation ; I informed him
¢« alfo of the fan&tion I had obtained by his Majefty’s
<¢ Letters Patent, and infifted upon his difcontinuing the ufe
¢ of his clandeftine plan, Doctor Kill-all upon this, con-
¢¢ {cious of his guilt and breach of confidence, and perhaps
« fearing the inconveniences to which an exertion of my pri-
<¢ yileges might {ubject him, made me an offer, by Sir J. F.
“and J.F. Efq. of a third part of whatever monies he
¢¢ might be enabled to procure, by this his new-fangled and
¢ moft difreputable practice.

¢¢ Several Gentlemen of the Faculty, who conftantly had
¢¢ recommended their patients to my baths and care, and
¢ many other of my beft friends, to whom I communicated
¢¢ the circumftance, can witnefs for me, with what abhor-
¢ rence and contempt I rejected the bafe offer; and to thofe
¢ who have not already been informed of them, I now think
¢ myfelf well juftified in flating the following as my fincere
¢¢ reafons for that refufal,

¢t 1. In the firft place, the mean Propofer had forfeited
“¢ every claim to my notice or regard, by his very ungentle-
¢ manlike deportment. :
- ¢ 2, Doctor Kill-all, through his unhappy ftate of mind
¢ (for which, asa man, I confider him an obje& of pity)
“¢ had committed many alarming errors towards his patients,
““ whillt he practifed man-midwifery; in confequence of
¢“ which it had oftentimes been found neceflary to confine
¢ him in mad-houfes ; and had it not been for fuch an apo=
““logy he muft have undergone the fevereft fcrutiny of pe-
¢ nal Jaw for his mifconduct, Under fuch perilous circum-

¢ ftances
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—becaufe the abforbent veins attract great quantities
of water, which ferve to encreafe the Dropf(ical fwel-
) - lings.

B
% live in the memory of thoufands,* who were eye and ear-
¢ witnefles of the fagts alluded to.

¢ ‘T'o thefe it is but due from me, and a juftice to the pub-
< Jic to add, that Mrs, L. being brought as a patient to Dr.
¢ Kill-all, was put into a water bath, and about five minutes
< after {he was in, he let into the bath fuch a quantity of
*¢ boiling water, as occafioned a total contraction of herlimbs,
¢ violent tremours enfued ; and for two years the lady lived
€ in pain, unable to move hand or foot.

<¢ The Honourable Mrs. C. nearly loft her {kin by the in-
< tenfe heat of the water bath, applied by Dr. Kill-all.
¢ Mifs S. was almoft brought to diftraction, with a fever,
¢ convulfions, and weaknefs, under his care, by the prepof-
¢ terous and ill-applied ufe of medicinal baths ; and there are
¢¢ no lefs than 52 other perfons, whom 1 could refer to by
¢t name and circumfitance, equally fufferers through his pre-
¢ fumption and abfurd treatment. From premifes like thefe,
< therefore, it is obvious to everyone, that Dr. Kill-all is
¢ equally as fit to prepare and adminifter the arbitraril§
¢ heated and medicated water and vapour baths, as a blind
¢ man, who after having ‘ftolen the tools of a watch.maker,
“¢ fhould take it into his head to mend the difordered watches
¢ of his neighbours. Confequently, had I, in any mode,
¢ entered into partnerfhip with Dr. Kill-all, 1 fhould have,
¢“ deemed myfelf anfwerable to God and Man, for every
¢ mifchief done, or to be done by him, in his pretended
¢¢ practice of my plan,

“* Particularly bis [peeches, Fuly 31, 1772, when be appeare
€ ¢d in bis prophetic characler in the Affembly Room at Canterbury,
““ and when their Graces the Duke of D. and Dutchefs of 8. were
¢ prefent.— His flrange and blafphemous credentials fent to the
¢ Archbifbop of C. and other prelates.—His long addrefs [ent to
¢ Sir 7. F. dated, Auguft 1, 1772 ; and the Proclamation Ta all
¢ Emperors, &, Chriftopher, by the Divine Spirit, Prophet, &e.
¢ publifbed by bim in the Middlefex Fournal, Sept. 1, 1772,

¢ Though
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lings. The Docor, more than half dead, could hardly
be put into his chariot, and thinking that day

would
m

“ Through a fingular perverfion, however, this honeft,
€¢ difinterefted and chriftain proceeding on my part, hath by
¢ Dr. Kill-all, his relations, and interefted medical ahcttars?
€ been treated and propagated not only as injurious, infa-
¢ mous and cruel ; but becaufe truly 1 was a native of Italy,
““and Dr. Kill-all an Englithman, and a Member of the
¢ College of Phyficians, it was deemed a fufficient ground of
¢ combination to fall upon me with indigaation, virulence
¢¢ and revenge ; barking and biting againft my honour, my
¢¢ profeflional ingenuity, and my creed.

¢ A due fenfe of fuch unmerited indignities, at length obli- -
¢¢ ged me to file a bill in the H. C. of C. againft Dr. Kill-all ;
¢ to which he aniwered upon oath, confefling that fome part
¢¢ of his vapour baths was taken from mine, and with an ef-
¢ frontery of too ferious a name for trifling, denying other
¢¢ allegations of my charge. At this crifis two benevolent
¢ counfellors, and feveral of my humane friends, advifed me
¢¢ todrop the purfuit, as Dr, Kill-all could not probably long
¢ fupport his undertaking, and as my farther proceeding
¢ might appear to fome very refpectable charaéters in the
<¢ phyfical line, as indicating a rigid or cruel difpofition in
. ¢¢ me, merely to opprefs a family already too much opprefled ;
€t and particularly as at that very time, for fome eccentrick
€¢ practices as ufual, he was confined in a place of ftriét in-
¢ fpeflion.—1 was accordingly influenced by thefe confi-
<¢ derations to wave the profecution, which had been com-
¢ menced upon the moft equitable ground.

< Asa proof of which, let me further oblerve, that upon
““ Dr. Kill-all’s difcharge from his confinement, he went, in
¢ company with his daughter, before a moft refpectable ma-
“¢ giftrate ; and there, in the prefence of two gentlemen of
<¢ the robe, and feveral other perfons, faid to the Bench, ¢ I
¢ come here, to acl the part of a conftable, by bringing my-
¢ felf to be committed ; deferving the pillory for having ma-
“¢ licioufly perjured myfelf againft Dr. Dominiceti, in the
¢« anfwer I gave in to ﬁis Bill of complaint in the C.‘:JFTE.

X S
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themfelves for their zeal and humanity towards him
by their unremitted actention to his complaint, but all
proved in vain ; the icale was turned againft him be-
fore he tried the ufe of my operations.

Itis my firm belief, that amongft the great nom-
ber of perfons who die in this kingdom évery year of
dropfies, many of them, had they been under my
care, would have been cured by the ufe of my opera-
tions ; but as the caufes of difeafes, and the difeafes
themlielves, are only perceived by thofe, that have a
genius for, and are accuftomed to Enfge& them; it
often happens that not all perfons who have the care
of patients know the complaint to be dropfical, #/
it 15 too late for them to cure it; and altho’ they are
well acquainted that remedies ufed in the common
practice of phyfic, when the diforder is thus far advan-
ced, afford very little or no hopesof recovery, yet, fome
of them to the dithonourof their profeffion, diveft them-
felves of honefty and humanity, goonintheirufual way,
and facrifice the lives of their patients to theirignorance,
and knavery, rather than they thould be cured by
means of my operations; means, if well underftood by
the public, would difgrace their practice, in the cure
of many dileafes.

In order to convgy to my reader an adequate idea
of the efficacy of my procefs in the cure of this di-
feafe, I muft firft thew the foundations on which
my pretenfions are ereCted. The public then will be
able to judge how far fuperior or inferior my re-
medy is to thofe ufed by the gentlemen of the faculty
for this and other complaints. ~We have already
taken notice of the various caufes that produce the
dropfy ; 1 fhall, confine myfelfto generals, at prefent.
In the 4th chap. p. 48, and in the sth chap. p. 535,
of this Differtation, 1 have obferved, that obftructions
arc the gencral caufes of difeafes, and difeafes are

: commonly
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commonly nominated from the parts that are obftruc-
ted. An obftructed perfpiration is one of the prin-
ciple external caufes from whence many fecondary
internal caules arife, as has been proved in feveral in-
ftances in this pamphlet; as allo {chirrous livers,
draftic purges, mercury (which, by its fpecific
gravity, imallnels and configuration of its parts,
break the texture of the fluids, and fometimes the
folids, and thus debilitate the whole animal {yftem;)
barks, improper bleedings, fcurvy, cold air after
violent exercife, or when the pores are open by heat
or relaxed by weaknels, not only may caufe a dropfy,
but many other complaints®, &c. &ec. »But whatever
is the caufe, this dileafe generally manifelt itfelf by a
total relaxtion of the bady, by an extravafation of the
lympha,
m
* Phyfical authors have found, by experience, that cold

condenfes the fluid, and contraéts the folid ;3 by which the

blood and lympha are rendered incapable of circulating in

the fmall veflels, thercfore a ftagnation muft happen, or an

extravafation from the over-diftended veflels ; from whence,
not only dropfies, but confumptions, and other complaints
arife.—Dr_ Strother, in bis difcourfe on Caufes, obferyes, ¢ coughs
*¢ are produced by the hympha extravas’d from the mouths of
*“ the glands of the trachea; this extravafation proceeds
¢ from the over-diftended veflels ; this fulnefs arifes from the
¢ perfpirabile retained, by the obfiru@ion of the miliary glands;
““and this obftruction "proceeds from the coarctation of the
¢ pores, by the contraltive force of the gjr: that phlegmatic
¢ difeafesy or bilious ones, thould arife from the fame caufe, 12
““wity, an obfiruction of the pores, feems fomewhat para-
¢ doxical, but to a confidering perfon ’tis not ftrange to
“¢ convince, that the changes of the air may alter the pores
“ of the healthy, of any conftitution. And as quicquid re-
““ owpitury ad modum recipientis recipitur 3 fo if the pores of a
““ phlegmatic or bilisus are ftraitned, fymptoms will eyene
¢¢ fuitable to the reigning ftate, and exceflive heats, Phlegma-

“¢ tic
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In this diforder, one muft be as anxious to remove the
caufle as well as the difeafe ; now, if we confider, which
is the moft expedient and fafeft method, we [hall find,
that the attempting to evacudte the water thro’ the
pores of the {kin, increafing at the fame time the con-
tractibility, and elafticity of the mufcles, is the fureft ;
becaufe we here evacuate a quantity of extravafated
fluid, which is not only of further fervice to any par-
ticular part of the body, but when retained becomes
burthenfome, alkalelcent, ichorrous, and corrofive,
and foon will prove deftrutive to theanimal; as the
aforefaid cuticular fecretions, exceed in quantity, and
in its fpecific gravity, more than all the other evacua-
tions put together; places my method of curing this,
and other difeafes, that proceed from any obftrnétion,
from a retention of perfpiration, from an overabun-
dance, or extravafations of fluid, in a more preferable
light, than any other, Sanctorious, in his Medicina Sta-
tica, has proved that excretions, madein a given time,
have commonly this proportion, viz. if the excretion by
Joolbe as four, that of urine is as fixteen, and that of the

¢¢ the fibres here forcibly, and hinders a free circle, and
¢¢ confequently brings on an oppreflion on the circulatory
¢¢ tubes; an afihma is the confequence of either fuppofal.

“¢ Fevers, of any fort, according to Sanéterious ; for effer-
¢< vefences frequently arife from the retention of noxious and
¢ fermentative particles.

“¢ Sore eyes, epinyétides*®, hoemorrhoids ; *tis well if the per-
“¢ fpirabile retained only fixes its mpurities upon the cuticular
¢ glands, and produces there fmall abfcefles following in-
¢ flammations; for the fame divine author gives us to un-
‘¢ derftand that pleurifies {efpecially) and abfceffes from inter-
“ nal inflammaticns, are a frequent confequence of this retention.

e T —

*® Epinyélides are angery tumours affecting the foin in the arms,
hands, and thighs, of the bisnefs of a lupin of a dufly redy and
Jometimes of a uvid and pale colour.,

pores
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Jkin is as forty, or move. Upon this experiment, Pit
cairn, and others, draw this conclufion, that if you
have any diftemper arifing within the animal, 1t 1s zen
times more probable to cure it by fweat than by Jieol.
And Van Swieten, in his commentaries on Boerbaave's
Apberifms, oblerves, that they who attempt to cure
dropfics, arifing from weaknels, by cleanfing the body
with purges, wonder to fee it grow as tumid in a few
days as before, without once confidering that all the
humours flow into the flaccid veflels, and that {carce
any of the liquids taken down are carried off by fweat
or perfpiration.

Thus it appears that there is greater difpro-
portion between the evacuation of the pores of the
ikin, than all the others ; thefe experiments, founded
on a long and fuccefsful practice, and handed down
to us by men of undeniable veracity, and correfpon-
ding in every circumftance to the repeated trials that
have been made on this fubje&, ihould convince,
that my external applications for this complaint are
entirely calculated to perform a cure; and what 1
here infift upon is, that when the patient is reduced
to the ftate, we have before obferved, there is no other
remedy known of equal efficacy, that can be fubfti-
tuted in its ftead. From repeated experiments, I
have found, that my operations have radically cured
dropfical complaints, in two or three weeks, when
taken in its infancy; on the contrary, when the di-
feale is far advanced, it has generally taken three or
four months to be fuccefstul. The generality of men
{feem to have loft the power of ratiocination, and
bound to agree to the narrow thoughts of fome phy-
ficians, which do not extend further than their inte-
reit ; they are willing to confine the practice of phyfic
to internals, without allowing their patients to
think that the human body requires adminiftrations

of
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of a different nature; they attribute too much to the
fluid, and too little to the folid; altho’ they have
a mutual dependance one upon the other, Draftic
purges, and ftimulating diaphoretics are often not
only unfit for the tafk of evacuating the waters,
but they produce effeétsof a very alarming nature.
The firft, cannot aét on the ftomach, inteftines, and
mifenterial glands, fuppofing the water to be lodged
in thofe cavities, which 1s not often the cafe, without
difcharging along with it a great portion of animal
{pirit, and thus weaken the patients conftitution, and
render the diforder more difficult to cure. Dia-
phoretics of the milder kinds, prove ineffe¢tual, efpe-
cially when the furface of the body 1s dry and parched
up by an obftructed perfpiration; thofe of the ftimu-
lating kind, are often of equal ufe, with this difference,
that che'impelled humour, as it cannot find its way
out of the body, will return back from its circum-
ference to the center, and there produce obftructions
in the largeft veflels, which are attended with very
pernicious or fatal confequences to the patient.
Many perfons placg great faith in diuretics, but their
expectations are often fruftrated, as the fuccefs do not
always depend on their ftimulating powers, or as they
are acted upon, but by a mere chance of the water
being ablorbed by the bibulous veins, and other ab-
forbent veflels, and being thus taken up by circula-
tion, and fecreted by the emulgent veins and arteries
into the kidnies, goes off by urine; but altho® it
might cure the difeafe, it alters the courfe of nature
from the circumference to the center; by this retro-
motion many difcafes may be formed, only as confe-
quences of an inverfion of thefe morbid fecretions,
which were intended and accuftomed to be feparated
by the glands and pores of the fkin ; as is more fully
explained in the note, p. 65, of this Differtation,

. My
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“ If the remedies mentionedjin this fection (mean-
ing diuretics) fays Dr. Donald Monro, do not encreafe
the aqueous fecretions, they will be prejudicial; for,
by diffolving the blood, they add to the difeale, and
the fecretion of urine is of fuch confequence in drop-
fies, that it may be faid in general, there is little ex-
petations of making a cure while more liquors are
drank than are pafled off.”

He further obferves, ¢ that the fkin of dropfical
people is generally dry, the perfpirable liquor being
‘poured into the hydropic cavities; if therefore the
excretion by the {kin be increafed, a lefs quantity of
fluid 1s conveyed into cavities to encreafe the difeafe,
and the biloed is freed from a redundancy of water.
To obtain this, the method prefcribed by Celfus®, is
certainly very rational.” ¢ Swear, fays he, is to be
<« promoted, not only by exercife, but likewife in
““ warm fand, a bagnio or ftove, and fuch other
¢« like contrivances 3 for natural and dry fweating is
“ yery ufeful,” < Friction, as well as exercile, is
univerfally known to promote perfpiration.”

The procefs my patients go through differ
according to the caufes, fpecies, and fymptoms of
this difeafe. In fome kinds and ftages of drop-
fies, the patient is rubbed, all ever the body
and efpecially at the extremities, with my de-ob-
ftruent liniment, till the parts are warm and f{upple;
then putin an eafy chair, into a dry ftove, and there
ftay without the leaft inconvenience, but with great
comfort to himfelf, till it1s proper he fhould be re-
mov'd; the knowledge of this is acquired by feeling
the pulfe, or looking at the eyes. Sometitnes it happen,
that the patient is not difpoled to peripire, than the

* Lib. iii, chap, 21. [
emie=
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femi-jpirituous vapours are introduced into the fove,
which, by moiftening the furface of the body, open the
pores, enlarge the diameter of the vefiels, and help to
produce a copious {weat. Thedry and moift heat are
both regulated by the thermometer, fo that the pa-
tient has an homogenous warmth about him; after
ftaying there a proper time, is removed from thence,
by means of a chair, conftructed for that purpofe,
into an adjacent warm dry bed, wrapped up in flannels
without danger of catching cold. If the patient can
bear great evacuations thro’ the pores, it is encouraged
by gradually increafing the dry heat, and by the
adminiftration of fome pleafant invigorating and nou-
rithing draughts. But if the conftitution is very weak,
is then permitted to perfpire only fuch a quantity as
his ftrength wili bear. Sanéiorious’s [cale is of great ufe
in many kinds of dropfies, and efpecially in com-
plaints where the conftitution is much impaired, and
requires to work with great caution and exactnefs.
Sometimes it is_neceflary to introduce even into the
dry bed, the wvapours of fome mild f{pirituous
liquors, impregnated with fuch herbs, balfams, gums,
&c. as the patients diforder may require. After the
patient has been there a certain time, he is again rub-
bed, either with fome de-obftruent, emollient, or
aftringent liniment, and with that degree of ftrength
the age, conftitution, and the various kinds of drop-
fies, found, by experience, to be neceflary ; and, by re-
peating the above procefs night and morning, accor-
ding to the inveteracy of the difeafe*, 1 have, under

- e e e . B e T e el . SO -

* Altho’ itis impoflible to remove every dropfical com-
plaint, yet of the number of patients that have put themfelves
under my care, 1 have cured two out of three, How far fuc-
cefsful I might ftill be if the patients were to have recourfe to

my procefs in a lefs hopelefs fituation, I leave to the readers
ﬁﬂtermmatmn.

H the
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the bleffing of God, performed many cures, on perfons
deemed incurable. One of my apparatufes, conftruc-
ted for the purpofe of curing this complaint, coft
ME above twelve bundred pounds.

‘The reader will obferve, that in feveral Dropfical
Complaints, Frictions are uled before the patient goes
into the ftove, and before he is taken out of the dry bed,
&c.—In the Third Chapter of this Differtation, the
generalufeof Frictions hasbeenalready mentioneds but
n this difeafe they are often abfolutely neceffary auxi-
liaries for obtaining a cure, as they not only quicken
the circulation, and help to remove the lentor by at-
tenuating the glutinous and bulky particles, but en-
large the diameter of the veflels, and if properly con-
tinued will greatly increafe the infenfible perfpiration,
which is a fecretion more copious and effential to health
than all the other evacuations.—Fuller in his Medicina
Gymnaflica, fays, *“if a perfon happens to be a lictle
more coftive than ordinary, what a concern he is in
for it? What dofes of purging phylic are repeated to
take off his fuppofed evil, which, at the fame time,
is frequently obviated by a larger diephorifis, that is
often {enfibly felt in the palm of the hands, and very of -
ten notienfibly but real, and rothe greater benefit of the
perfon, than a laxity of the inteftines could have been ?
But if {ix or eight ounces of the materia per(pirabilis
are kept in, itis of worfe confequence than the like
weight of the feces, which the afflicted are not very fo-
licitous about; and if it difcovers itfelf by ¢old or
bead-ache, recourleis immediately had to purgatives;
and if it be in the Summer, purgative waters are per-
haps drank fo long de die in diem, till nature lofe the
courfe fhe has been accuftomed to, and feldom comes
to be able to make the fame diftharge, for quantity, by
infenfible perfpiration, as fhe did before he was thus

violently forced out of her way.”—The dangerous
confequence
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~ confequences of this fubverfion have been already
taken notice of,

To the aforefaid advantages arifing from Friftion
may be added, that the fucceffive and repeated com-
preflion and relaxation they caufe on the parts affected,
often force the waters, extravalated or diffufed between
the membranes of the body, into the abforbent veflels,
and being thus taken up by circulation, then with the
help of diuretics, and fometimes of cathartics, together
with the ufe of my operations, are evacuated, and the
diforder 1s cured in half the time,

Befides thefe different fpecies of dropfies, there are
various others, which, like the reft, take their names
from the part affected, as I have oblerved in page 57.
Boerhaave alfo affirms, *“ thatan extravafated aqueous
ferum, received into the cavities of the body, or be-
coming ftagnant any where, preterpaturally diftend
the veflels; the diforder is called a dropfy. This
difeafe_may therefore happen in whatever part
the veffels deftined for the conveyance of the ferum
are found ; that is either in the whole habit of the
body, or in any particular part thereof.” Thus
when a preternatural quantity of lymph is collc&eci
within the bones of the ¢ranium, it is called an in.
ternal hydrocephalus, or droply of the head; when
the water is retained between the external Integu-
ments cf the cranium, conftitute an external hydro-
cephalus, or dropfy of the head ; the fame when it
happens to be diffufed, obftruéted, or extravafed in
the lungs, in the breatt, {pinal marrow, the joints
the uterus, &c. &c, - ; 4

Thefe kinds of dropfies require operations fome-
what different from the three former already taken
notice of, viz. the .4fcites, the Anafarca and Tympany

the defcriptions of which would fwell too much the
bulk of this pamphlet,

CHAP
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CHAP VR

Shall here omit the origin and fymptome, men-

tioned by feveral phyfical authors, of the Vene-
real Complaint*, and confine myfelf only to the
method of cure by the ufe of my operations. As in
this terrible diforder, very often the whole mafs of
the blood and lymph is highly vitiated, we muft con-
fider on thofe means to remove the caufe, by a re-
medy, which will not impair the conftitution of the
afflicted, and create new difeafes. To avoid which, a
more proper method cannot be purfued, than by ex-
pelling from the body, and the fmalleft veffels, the
whole mafs of corrupted humours thro’ all the emunc-
tories; by thefe means, the molt violent fymptoms,
fuch as obftructions of the fecretory and exeretory
glands, &c. &c. together with inflammations, exul-
cerations, carries of the benes, fpontancoufly ceafe.
The methods known of expelling from the recefles
of the folid parts, the whole mafs of pecant and
tainted humours, are, by fweat, ftool, urine, faliva-
tion, or mercurial alteratives; the two latter feem
to engage the attention of many of the faculty.
The means 1 here propole, for the cure of this com-
plaint, have more good effects, without any of thofe
dangerous inconveniences that ofzen attend the ufe
of mercurials, and falivations. *“Thelfe qualities of mer-
cury jucicioufly confidered, fays, Dfr. Fames, the true
mechanical power appears, by which it is alone ef-
fe€tual, alone fufficient againft this difeafe. Tts vir-

* Whoever has the curiofity to be informed of the origin,
fymptoms, and method of cure, practifed by feveral of the
faculty, as well as of the extraordinary effects of artificial me-
Jicinal baths, &c, in the cure of this complaint ; may look
into my Father’s Medical Anecdotes, under the chap, of this
difealc. To be had of Lockyer Davis in Holborn, and the

other Bookfellers in London,
tucs



{( ao1 )

tues here confift in its melting down all the fluids into
a fubtile water, and dividing the tenacious oils, {o that
when the whole mafs is fo attenuated, as to run off in
the form of faliva, ora ferous flux by the inteftines,
or a violent diicharge by urine or fweat. By thefe
means the liquids are totally expelled, and if the
lofs is not featonably repaired, by new fupplies, the
patient, in a (hort time, dies of a marafmus. And
in managing this difeafe, when itis become inveterate,
we muft not truft to the power of mercury, unlefs,
by its means, every drop of oil in the blood has been
reduced to water, difcharged, and the venereal poifon
entirely wathed outof the habit, along with the refol-
ved humours : for, if the leaft particle be left behind,
no fooner will the veflels be filled with new juices,
which in thofe cales are always more oily than the old
ones, then the difeafe will break out again. Whence
we may conclude, that the difeafe is not perfectly
cured, unlefs the patient be reduced to a death-like
palenefs, and his habit be quite emaciated; urlefs
during the cure, his food be as void of fat as poffible,
and the courfe protracted, till all the old humours
have been quite expelled. In fhort, it is notevery
one who can manage this remedy with fuccefs: For
if you do not faithfully obferve thefe rules, and keep
your patient conftantly warm, and in a confiderable
degree of heat too; and if, for a month or two after
the cure, you do not take care, that he abftain from
all fuch food as is oily, and prone to putrefaction, you
will find, to your fad experience, that you have in
vain fatigued him with the hardlhips of a cruel re-
medy ; fince there will almoft infallibly remain fome
taint to roufe the difeafe again, and give it new vi-
gour. A great many things might be brought to
illuftrate what I have f{aid, but this is not my prefent
purpofe, only I fhall fubjoin one obfervation, thi
; trut
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truth of which I have too much reafon to know. It
is this: that mercury cures only as it is a¢tuated by
the vis vite, and expels the venereal poifon no other
way, than as itlelf is put into motion, fo that its me-
dicinal virtues is not able to corre¢t this virulence,
when poflefled of a place that lies in a manner beyond
the reach of the vital impulfe. Hence a caries of the
diploe of the cranium is not to be cured by mercury,
which infuch cafes runs out into the boney cells now
emptied of cheir oil, and lies there an 1nactive mals.
Hence too, it is, that it can {carcely correct the mar-
row of the bones intected with this potfon; nor ever
cures fuch a gonorrhea, as has its {eat only in the cel-
lular fubftance of the penis, upon whole veflels the
circulating fluids, have hardly any momentum, the’
at the fame tme, if a pox is got into the habit, it will
intirely remove it. Neither, as I have already faid,
can mercury fave from deftruétion thofe tender bones,
which have no other covering than a fubiile mem-
brane. I have feenall thofe miferable cafes, and have
found how little help mercury affords againft them.
But it proves a perfect remedy for thole venereal di-
forders that refide 1n parts where the red blood, ferum,
lympha, and other fluids, are hurried thro’ their pro-
per veflels, with a {ufficient velocity, where thole vel-
fels are at the fame time wide enough to admit the par-
ticles of this mineral, and ftrong ¢nough to centinue
its action with a due force. Hence the phylician may
learn when to be confident of his art, when to dil-
truft it with reafon®.”—Atter recommending the de-

* Dr. James feems to infinuate, that when the patient
has a chance of being cured by mercurials, he muft be firft
reduced to a death-like palenefs—how much more comfor-
table it is for the patient to be able to eat bis meals with eafe,
and to be cured of this dieadful complaint, without impairing
his conftitution, which is the cafe, by the judicious applica-
¢tions of my aritificial medicated baths.

on
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coction of Guaiacum, where mercury has failed of its
intended purpofe, he adviles th: patient, for a greater
difcharge, to place himfelf in an erect pofture, in a
fweating box, or if he lies in bed, let a ftove be put
underit. Ineither of thefe places, gays he) he muft
receive upon his naked body, the fteam of kindled
{pirits of wine, and there let him fweat as long, and as
plentifully, as his ftrength will allow.  After he has
{uffered this heat for half an hour, which is almoft the
utmoft fpace to which this procefs ought to be
protralted, let the flame be extinguifhed, and the
patient fweat in his bed for about an hour longer*.

If we take the trouble to trace phyfical au-
thors who have written on the Venereal Difeale, we
thall find that many of them recommended the me-
dicated water, vapourous and dry baths, fuffumiga-
tion and friction, as neceflary -and eflential appli-
cations, or as auxiliaries, for the cure of that diftem-
per: and.in confirmation of what I have faid, fub-
join the following : Mgfla recommends the artifi-
cial water bath, but he entertains a great opinion
of the fumigation, which he allows to be very effica-
~cious in the moft defperate venereal cafes, and
where all other methods have failed.

Cataneus, after proper e¢vacuation, prefcribes the
warm bath, in order to compleat the cure; and
Benedic has wery often advifed the fudatory in
the cure of the faid complaint.

Pafchal, tor the cure of the Venereal Difeafe,
propofes {weating the patient in a ftove; after
which his body 1s to be well rubbed with oil of

* The patient here muft indifcriminately endure a degree
of heat, juftas ithappens tobe, eithertoo hot, temperate or not
warm enough; a heat produced by a burning fpirit, in
many cafes, inflame the patients conftitution, and encreafe
the complaint; but at my apparatus, the degree of heat is fixed,
or altered in an inftant, juft as neceflity requires, and created
by a'proper medicated effluvia,

{avine
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favine, dill, &c. and in this way of fweating he
feems to place more confidence than in any other
remedy.

Galen recommends the fame procefs, as the moft
powerful means of refolving all nodous diftem-
pers, and diffipating the impecated humour about
the joints.

Labora, Fobn de Vigo, and Almener fay, < that
after the patient has been prepared by purgation,
he fhould be purt into the tepid emollient bath, in
the ftove, and have the fumigation,

Torella, for the .cure of Venereal Difeafes, laid
the chief ftrefs upon the ftove or fudatory, in which

-he kept the patient {weating, {o long as he was
able to bear it ; and after he was dried, he ordered
him to put on linen that was tumed wich frankine
cenfe, fandarach, and ftorax.

Victorious, in his book of the French difeafe, fays,
<¢ after the patients have been prepared with fome
purging pill or potion, they fhould be put into a
bath impregnated with cephalic herbs for half an
hour each other morning, and from thence go
immediately into a warm bed, in order to promote
{weat,"”

Marchellus, Botallus, Rondeletius, and others, in
their treatife for curing the Venereal Difeafe, re-
commend baths, fumigations, and frictions, with
foftening and emollient liniments, in conjunction
with other medicines ; Heurinius*, advifes both moift
and drv fumigation.

Turner+, onthe Venercal Difeafe, fays, ¢ that ba-
thing in warm water, for lean, hot, and emaciated
conflitutions, has been found ferviceable ; and {wel.
lings that come on different parts of the body, have
been difperfed with fuffitu acesi, and ulcers dried up

* In his Praxis Medica, libz.
+ In his Praétical Diflertation.

by
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by the fumigation of gums, mixed with cinnabar,
— Reveriust, for the cure of ulcers in the kidneys,
and bladder, advifes the medicated fumigatiuns and
half-baths,

Read, in Venereal Complaints, as well as in Le-

rofies, advifeth baths, fuffumigation, and frictions,
which will diffolve the obltruétion, promote infen-
fible perfpiration, a regular circulation, and wafh
off from the external furface of the body the fedi-
ment of the {weat, which according to Serenus,
when detained, often makes the body rough and

{cabby :
' Lllotus fudor, et inopia nobilis efce,
Sepe gravi [cabie correptos afperat arius,

I could add a thoufand authorities to the few al-
ready advanced, but as my procefles are {o rational,
and have been found fo ufeful and effeCtval in the cure
of this, as well as in many other complaints, I fhall
not trouble my reader any longer on this head.

I have performed many cures of Venereal Di-
feafes, in every one of their ftages, with and without
the affiftance of mercurials, with lefs pain and (I
flatter myfelf ) with more advantage to the patient’s
conftitution, than what could have been done with-
out the ule of my operation, which fhould not be
negleted by thofe Gentlemen of the Faculty who
advife mercury for the cure of the complaint in
queftion 3 as I engage mylelf, at my Apparatus,
to [ee their orders. or prefcriptions equally exe-
cuted by my fervants attending the Baths, as if they
were my own

Mercury has been fufpected to be very pernicious to
the conftitution, not only for its great momentum,
but for its gravity, which according to Affruc, may

1 In his Praxis Medjca, lib, xiv, ¢hap, 5. .
overload



(¢ o6 )

overload the fofter wifiera, and tear afunder the
diftended coats of the vefiels,

Boerbaave* obferves, that the extraordinary effeéts
which mercury produce in the body, have given people
a notion of 1ts being acid, but the cale 15 otherwife:
when received into the blood, it only acts by its weight
and velocity ; by tlie momentum whereof ittears andde-
roys the vefiels, and occalions thofe great alterations.

Moulint has proved this opinion to a demonitration,

by injecting crude mercruy into the jugular vein
of adog : the mercurial globuli burlt through
the {fmall veflels in the lungs, and forced their way
to the furface, feparating their external covering in
form of a fmall blifter, and where the globules lay,
confpicuous to the naked eye. He concludes the
defeription of his experiment with “the following
lines: “ From hence may appear the danger of
ufing mercury in human bodies, fo far as to get
into the mals of the blood, efpecially in the lungs;
becaufe they are of a lax, {pungy texture, and want
that brik ftrong motion, which the mufcles have
in other parts, whereby they are enabled to force 1t
along with the blood in order to the raifing a faliva-
tion. That mercury has this effeét on the human
lungs, is plain, from what we daily fee in perfons
that have been falivated, who are afterwards ob-
ferved to die of confumptions, that will yield to no
medicine.”

Horrist fays, “ Tanta vero et in boc falivationis
genere  bumorum fufio, tamta [fuccorum ommium cor-
poris [iep: exantlatioy ut nil mirum fity fi [piritus vitales
ana diffipentur, et maxime fi in bac terra, ubi melan-
cholia  taimtum obtinet imperium, complures ex iam
rapida bumidorum profufione fuccumbant ac periant—

* In his Theory of Chymiftry.
+ Philofoph. Tranfaét, No. 193, pag. 486.
* D¢ lue Venerea,

So
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¢« §o great is the fufion of humours in this kind of .
{alivation, fo great is very offen the evacuation
of all the juices, that it is no wonder if the virtal
fpirits . are diflipated; and efpecially in this country,
where melancholy is fo predominant, that many dic,
from fuch a rapid profufion of the fluids.”—
Amongft thofe patients who have taken mercury
(whether by it they had been fulivated or nor)
there are fome that have been feized with violent
and torturing pains, efpecially at the excremiues;
where by its gravity the mercury, falls, and be-
ing of all the fluids the molt fufceptible of heat
and cold, for want of the former lies there in a
ftate of inactivity. Boerbacve fays, *“ that it alls
as it is a&cdin by the vital impulfe, and when-

ever that is wimgting, it fails of fuccefs.” O'Connell*,
gives a good™account how thefe pains take place
i the <paticnt’s body: “ Dolores tamen bhi revera
vengrei non funt, [ed mercuriales ; ab exuberanti [ilicet,
¢t nimia mercurii quantitate in minoribus canaliculis con-
gefta orti, que fuo pondere borum premit latera, et capa-
citates coarflat ac confiringit. Hinc [pafimodicos, et
borrendosin periofiei, aliarumque membranarum fenfibilibus
fibrillis excitat cruciatus. Praefatis detento malis, fivé a
mercurio exteryié, aut interné, majori quam convenit copia
miniftrato, five a frigore dum hoc fit [ufepto orum bha-
beant; balnea aquae dulcis [ubcalida, cui berbae emol-
lientes, cephalicae, et arcmnaticae, incoslae funt, fingulis
~ wel alternis diebus repetita, et ad bimefire pro re notd fpa-
Zium continuata, premiflis balnei ufui vensfeilione modica
et leni cathartico, utilia quidem et [alutaria frequentrfiné
obfervavi.—Thele pains are not venereal, bur mer-
curial, caufed by too great 2 quantity of mercury
laid irto the fmalleft veflels, which, by its own
weight, prefs on the fides of the vefiels, forces and

i e

* [}1 his h.{cdical and Experimental Obfervations on
Acute and Chronicle Difeafes, page 411, and 412,

dilates
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dilates their capacity; from hence proceed fpalimodic
and dreadful pains in the fenfible fibres of the pe--
riofteum, and other membranes. Whenever thefe
pains arife from detained mercury, in an unnecef-
{ary quantity inwardly given, or outwardly ap-
plied, or from a cold; firft bleed the patient mo-
derately, and purge him with a mild cathartic;
then baths of fweet tepid water, in which have been
boiled emollient, cephalic, and aromatic herbs, are
to be repeated every day, or cvery other day, for
two months; which indeed (fays he) 1 have very
often obferved to be ufeful and falutary.”

I have lately invented a fmall machine, by which
many internal complaints in the urinary and other
pallages, that 'were thought incurable, or very tedious
and troublefome to remove, will be myre calily cured
or relieved.

By the ufe of this machine, the part affelted can
never be diftended, as the fimple or medicated liquid
or efluvia goes off immediately; they are conveyed to
the cavity, through a different way from that they
came in, by the fucceflion of frefh effluvia, &c.
through this vent; at the fame time the impurities are
wathed and carried off. By this procels, ulcers are
healed, tumours molified and difperfed, the partsde-
terged, or ftrengthened, accordingto the intention,
which is ferved by impregnating either the liquid or
vapours introduced with various medicinal {ubftances.
This machine of mine is not only applicable to ve-
nereal complaints, but for diforders of the ears, throat,
Fifinlas, uleers in the blader, &c. &c.

In my firft Edition I have ftated fome cafes I have
cured of obftinate Venereal Complaints; and al-
though the names of thofe perfons are not mentioned,
or delcribed as to identify them, yet for prudential ria-
fons, their infertion, and that of many others, 1 have

fince cured, are omitred in this publication,
CHAP.



( 109 )

Crap: Yi

Shall begin this chapter with a few of thofe cures
that have been performed during my refidence at

Chelfca, where I was an affittant to my Father; and as
* they are well authenticated by a late worthy, humane
and benevolent magiltrate, I hope they will be accept-
able to my readers®; 1 fhall alfo add, fome, among the

many various cafes of difeafes, I have cured fince my
~ refidence in Panton-Square.

EXTRACTED FROM THE LATE
Sir JOHN FIELDING’s

General preventive and infiruliive Plan, f[ent with His
Majefty’s benevolent Patronage, to the Mayers and
Chicf Officers of Corporations, and afling Magiftrates
sn the Counties at large, throughout England.

I R John Fielding thinks that it would not be

doing juftice to the part of his plan, regarding
the infertion of any improvements or difcoveries for
the benefit of mankind; if he did not take every
opportunity of communicating to the public, the
amazing powers of Dr. Dominiceti’s new-invented
mode and means of preparing and applying Medi-

* Thefe cafes, authenticated by the late Sir John Field-
ing, are the fame as they were inferced in my firft edition

thhﬂ;led uzlthe year 1779, and fold by Nichol in St, Paul’s
v hurch-yard,

cal
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cal Water Baths, vapourous and dry Baths, moift
and dry, partial, internal and external Fumigations,
&c. on many of the moft defperate difeafes that af-
fli¢t human nature, by pubhfhing fuch Cafes as
thall be moft fubflantially authenticated; and he
does this with the more chearfulnefs, becaule he has
converled with great numbers of the Doctor’s pa-
tients for thefe nine years laft paft, and can there-
fore {peak from his own knowledge, and from a
conviction, that the Doctor’s procefs ftands clear
from every imputation of Quackery; it being ra-
tional, judicious, and {kilful,—the operations are
pleafing and inoffenfive, and their effeéts generally
falutary, and in many cafes have fucceedfi where
all the Materia Medica, under the ableft directions,
have failed: "The cafes, which fhall be publithed,
elpecially thofe authenticated by me, will be an in-
centeftible proof of this aflertion: 'The afflicted
may be referred to the Doctor’s books of cafes
and cures regularly kept fince March 1755, to thofe
who have been reftored from the loweft ftate of de-
fpondency to the moft enlivened ftate of health and
flslicity by the Do&or’s applications, and from them
to the Phyficians, Apothecaries, and Surgeons, who
attended thofe patients, previous to their ufe of the
Do&or’s Medicinal Baths, Stoves, Fumigations,
&c. which he juftly deems a fairer, and more deli-
cate appeal, than publicly mentioning either the
names of the patients, or that ot the Phyficians, Apo-
thecaries, and Surgeons; and Sir John aflures the
public, from a principle of humanity, that fuch
referrences will in moft cafes prove very fatisfac-
tory.

: (Signed) J. FIELDING.

CASL
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CASE,]l
Young lady, daughter of a moft eminent
Surgeon of London, got a cold in the paf~
fage of the Opera-houfe waiting for her carriage,
and was feized with hoarfenefs and a cough.—In
the courfe of feven or eight weeks, the expectora-
tion was purulent, and in great quantity, attended
with every perypneumatic lymptom, fuch as inflam-
mation of the lungs, difficulty of breathing,—pains
in her breaft and fides, fo as not to be able to lie
down in bed, her pulfe was {mall and beat at the
rate of one hundred and fifty pulfations in a mi-
nute, horrible pains fpreading from the fternum to
the {capula, a fixed deltroying obftruction, and
what moftiure appeared on the fkin was only pro-
duced by the violence of coughing.—Every - me-
.thod had been taken for her recovery by feven of
the moft eminent of the faculty, fuch as 25 times
bleeding, repeated bliftering, emulfions, affes milk,
&c. &c. without ¢ffeét.—She was not able to ftand
a minute upon her legs,—the fending her to Briftol
was advifed, as the lalt refource, but thinking fhe
would not live ten days, it was then recommended
to her friends by a Phyfician and a Surgeon to try
Dr. Dominiceti’s Medicated Baths, Stoves and Fu-
migations, from a conviction, that much good in fi-
milar defperate difeafes had been wrought on perfons
well known to themielves; this trial was made for a
few days, at firft thinking her too far gone, but in ten
days fhe was able to lie flat in bed, her cough became
much abated,—the expeétoration of martrer lefiened,
there was no fign of blood, an univerfal gentle perfpira-
tion appeared, the refpiration continued free wnd eafy,
and enfued without pains which before were excrucia-
ting,—=T"he obftructions were opened, her pulfe was re-
- duced
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duced under one hundred pulfations, and her appetite
was greatly mended ; in five weeks fhe was able to walk
a mile, in a fhort time was quite recovered, and now
remains in the moft perfect ftate of health.

I CONVERSED with the above-mentioned
Lady in the different ftages of her cure, and I muft
confefs it was a very extraordinary one; it deferves,
thercfore, the attention of the Public, and is an
inconteftible proof of the amazing efficacy of this
procefs ~ (Signed)

Nov. 6, 1773- J. FIELDING;

C ASE 1L

Lady, who had been married about feven

years, was recommended to Dr. Dominiceti’s
care, having loft the ufe of her limbs, attended
with the moit affli¢ting nervous complaints, pains
all over the body, paruicularly in her legs and feer,
which caufed a general moft furprizing weaknefs,
efpecially in her joints, grievous diforders in her
head, and many other alarming fymptoms produced
by a ftubborn obftruction, In this ftate fhe had
continued for near fix years, and had the ableft ad-
vice that could be procured in London, Bath,
Briftol, and all England befides, without the lealt
hopes of fuccefs : in a word, in the moft miferable
helplefs, and defperate ftate, fhe was brought to
his houfe accompanied by an eminent Surgeon and
Apothecary of London, and two nurfcs, whereby
making ufe of his pleafant, {afe, and Juxurious new
rode and means of applying Arbitrarily heated
and Medicated Water Baths, vapourous and dry
Baths, moift and dry Fumigations; in three months

the perfectly recovered her health and limbs. In
Twelve
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I CONVERSED likewife with the above-men-
tioned Lady, in the different ftages of her cure,
and I muft confefs it was a very extraordinary one;
it deferves, therefore, the attention of the Publick,
and is an inconteftable proof of the amazing ef-
ficacy of this procefs.

(Signed)
Fuly 15, 1774 J. FIELDING,

CASETV.

Young lady about twenty two years of age,
A daughter of a commiffioner of the fick and
wounded, and who was himfelf of the medical fa-
. culty, in the laft ftage of the dropfy, and dreadful
fymptoms of an obftruction, after having the ableft
advice London could afford, and having been fent
to Bath, Briftol, and even Ireland, without the
lealt fuccefs; after fhe was defpaired of, was put
under Dr. Dominiceti’s care by her father, per-
{uaded fo to do by three very eminent Gentlemen
of the Faculty, one of them the learned Dr. Hun-
ter; by the application, therefore, of his invented
arbitrarily heated and medicated vapours and dry
Baths,  moift and dry Fumigations, univerfal fapo-
naceous fpirituous Frictions; in the fpace of three
months fhe was happily difcharged in perfect
health, which fhe uninterruptedly ftill enjoys.
The recovery of this Lady aftonifhed the faid Gen-
tlemen, and many more of the Faculty, who hu-
manely and generoufly afterwards recommended to
his care many dropfical perfons, and others af-
flited with various ftubborn difeafes.

I HA VE converfed with the before-mentioned
Eatie:nt, cured of a dropfy, and can, from my own

nowledge, aflert, that her cafe is ftrictly crue: I
have
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have been frequently in company with the young
lady from the time of her cure to the prefent, and
although the preferving youth and Dbeauty from
the untimely hands of death, as was true in her
cale,. might be fufficient in itfelf to recommend the
Dofor’s procefs to encouragement and attention;
yet as | confider it is of the greateft benefic that
has been for many years introduced into this king-
dom, and am purfuaded, that there are at this
time, numbers of perfons givenup by the Faculty,
to wafte a miferable life in dcfpondency who
might be relieved, if not recovered, by thofe new
invented mode and means of applying medicated
“Water, vaporous and dry Baths, moift and dry
partial, internal and external Fumigations—I fin-
cerely with that every man of fenfe and humanity,
would examine into their nature, efficacy, and ex-
pence, even with feverity, as I am fure they would
ftand the ftricteft enquiry; but to prevent preju-
dice and mifreprefentation, let this enquiry be on
the {pot; fearch the Doctor’s journal, books of
cafes and cures carefully keep fince March 1755,
where you will find the names and places of abode
of the patients, and allo of the Phyficians, who
either recommended thefe patients to his care, or at-
tended them previous to the ufe of the Baths, &c.
and by an application to thele patients, truth muft
be eftablithed. The difeafes in which 1 have ob-
ferved thefe new mode and means of bathing and
fumigating to be remarkable beneficial, are colds,
rheumati{ms, {corbutic habits, leprofics, deformi-
ties of the fkin, internal and external tumours, ftiff,
and relaxed joints, dropfical, confumptive, and
chronical cafes, fevers, and all difcafes, which
proceed from obftruions, &c,

Auguft 13, 17740 (Signed)  J. FIELDING.

CASE
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EASE ¥V,

Lady of great fortune was affli¢ted from the

year 1767, with fuch a total obftruétion
as prevented the leaft perfpiration or moifture on
her fkin, attended with conftant excruciating pain#
in her ftomach, being almoft every night from con-
vulfions, and {palms, obliged to get out of bed and
roll on the floor, for three or four hours together,
her whole nervous fyftem being extremely affeted
and weakened; fhe was in this condition for fix
years, and could not retain any kind of food in
her ftomach for half an hour, and frequently had
horrible vomitings, attended with the moft vehe-
ment hyftyrics and convulfions, which confined her
to her bed for fix weeks together, and the very
little reft fhe could obtain, was from taking almoft
every night two tea fpoon-fulls of the tin¢ture of
opium, with three or four pills of the extract of
the fame, which rendered her at intervals ftupid.
As her rank and fituation in life enabled her to have
the beft advice, the confulted the ableft Phyficians
of London, Bath, Briftol, and other partsof Eng-
land, but without effe¢t; at length delpairing of
relief, and often reading in the publick News Pa-
pers, the furprizing cures performed by Dr. Do-
miniceti’s bathing and fumigating inventions, fhe
put herfelf under his care, and by adminiftering to
her night and morning his properly heated and me.
dicated invented Water Baths, vaporous Baths,
 moift and dry Fumigations and Frictions, in eleven
weeks her obitructions were opened, her per-
fpiration was recovered, her fpafms and convulfions
were removed, her {leep, fpirits, and vigour were
reftored, her digeftion, and nervous fyftem were
ftrengthened, and fhe was made happy. in herfelf,

and
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and 2 comfort to ker family from the moft diftreffed
object in the world.

1 CONVERSED with the above-mentioned
Lady whilft under the Doltor’s care, heard the
above relation from her own mouth, was in her
company a few days before fhe left Chelfea, and
was a witnefs of the felicity and gratitude fhe ex-
prefled on her recovery.

(Signed)
yanuary 12, 1775 J. FIELDING.

LA S E LNk

Lady from a mifcarriage, which happened
four years and a2 halt ago, in Ireland, was
conftantly affli¢ted with the moft excruciating in-
ward pains, in her lower belly, thighs, and back,
attended with other rerrible and dangerous com-
plaints, all which deftroying fymptoms were judged
by the ableft in the Faculty in Ireland and Lon-
don, to proceed from a {cirrhous tumour in her
womb of a great fize, and impenetrable hardnefs,
which they at laft deemed incurable. In this dif=
treffed fituation, by confent of feveral eminent gen-
tlemen of the Faculty, of London, who knew three
ladies who had been effeCtually cured of fcirrhous
tumours, and others who had been cured of ulcers,
and cancers in the womb, by the fimplicity and ef-
ficacy of theDoctor’s inventions; fhe was put under
his care by a moft refpectable phyfician of London,
and through the providence of God, by ufing
twice a day his properly heated and medicated
water Baths, vapour Baths, the moift and dry Fy-
migations, and kFrictions, fhe was in three months
perfectly cured from the fcirrhous tumour, and all
the dreadful fymptoms fhe laboured under for the
faid
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faid four years and an half, and difcharged from
his houfe in a perfet ftate of health, which afto-
nithed aill her friends, and the gentlemen of the
Faculty who had deemed her incurable, and totally
happy fhe returned to Ireland with her hufband;
form whence the hath fent him feveral joyful and
thankful letters, and many to her friends in Lon-

gun], hrcprcfenting her continuance in a good ftate of ™
calcn.

I .CONVERSED likewife with the faid Irifh
Lady, whilft under the Doéor’s care, heard the
above relation frem her own mouth, was in her
company a few days before fhe left Chelfea, and
was alfoa witnefs to her felicity and gratitude fhe
exprefled on her recovery.

(Signed)
Fannary 20, 1775 J. FIELDING.

QA SR Nk

Lady of fafhion, aged 55, had been for fe-

veral years afflited with oppreflicn, pain,
and fwelling in her ftomach, lowneis of ipirits, a
conftant burning fever, and total lofs of peripira-
tion, appetite, andreft: fhe was likewile afflicted
with fuch an hemorrhage, by which fhe was brought
extremely low, fo that her life was delpaired of,
although fhe was attended by fome of the ableft
phylicians of London, who pronounced her death
inevitable in a few days, and her family likewife,
gave up every hope of her recovery. She was remov-
ed, at the extreme hazard of her life, from a few
miles out of town to the Doétor’s houfe, where, im-
mediately his properly heated and medicated water
Baths, vapour Baths, Fumigations, &c. were ap-
plied; and by continuing the {fame procefs night

and morning, in lefs than three days the hemor-
rhage
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rhage ceafed, and 1n two weeks a gentle univcl:fal
perfpiration enfued, and in a month, her appetite,
fpirits, and ftrength, were amazingly reftored, and
on the 18th of November 1775, fhe returned home re-
covered to the aftonithment, and delight of her family
and friends,

I RECEIVED a minute account, likewife, of
the above cure from the lady herfelf, with whom 1
converfed at the Do&or’s houfe, nor fhould I do
juftice to his procefs, if I did ‘not declare, that
on enquiry, this alfo will be found very extra-
oridinary.

(Signed) J. FIELDING.

C A S B VIE

Merchant of London, who had been affliCted

for near two years with the moft excrutiating
rheumatic pains all over his boedy, and in {pight of
the beft attendance, remedies, and alfo the power of
opium taken to an amazing quantity, could not enjoy
a moment’s reft, reither day nor night, and often to
eafe his pains, was obliged to drink a pint of brandy,
rum, or gin, at a time, but as the opium did only
{ftupity him for a few minutes, afterwards his pains re-
turned with double fury, and he was in this extremity,
and almoft dead brought to the Doctor’s houte, where,
by the ule of his invented Arbicrarily heated, and Me-
dicated Water Baths, vaporous and dry Baths, moift
and dry Fumigations, and univerfal faponaceous Fric-

tions, he was in the fpace of a fortnight entirely re-
covered.

THE above cafe was read over in my prefence to
the Patient himfelf, who declared, that he had been
much worfe than the Doctor had reprefented. —He

imputed
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imputed this dreadful rheumatic complaint to his
being delayed in his paflage by water to Margate in
frofty weather, and afterwards lying in damp fheets.

February 25, 1774, (Signed) J. FIELDING.
CAYS TR

Young Centelman about nineteen years of

age was put under the care of Dr. Domini-
cetl for total deprivation in the tenfions of one of
his feet; it appeared intirely diflocated in the ancle,
where the mufcles, finews, and ligaments, were
fo amazingly relaxed, that he could by no means
put his foot to the ground.—His ftation in life en-
abled him to procure the beft advice. The power
of Medicine, ‘aftringent Fometations, Plaifters,
Unctions, and the ufe of iron and wood Machines
contrived by a Phyfician and Surgeon of their Ma-
jefties, had been. long applied without Succefs:
The Patient and his Friends were without hope,
they hearkened to the voice of many impartial and
unprejudiced. perfons, who advifed them to put
this patient under Dr. Dominiceti’s care, being
certain, that many fimilar diforders of a roral re.
laxation of the whole nervous Syftem, had been
cured by his mvented ngw mode, and means of
preparing, and applying Arbitrarily heated and
Medicated Water Baths, vepourous and dry Baths,
moift and dry partial Fumigations, {pirituous, fa-
-ponaceous, and dry Frictions; and in confequence
‘thereof, in three months he was perfettly cured,
-and continues in good health.

I HAVE frequently converfed with this Patient
when he firlt applied to the Door in his wretched
ftate, during the progrefs of his Cure, and fince
his recovery: He has declared to me, that he ii

i % o wel
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well. And cannot confider him, but as a
member reftored to fociety, who without Doctor
Dominiceti’s affiftance, muft have {pent the re=~
mainder of his life in a miferable defpondency.

2 (Signed)
April 20, 1774 J. FIELDING.

CASE X
AGenﬂ:man of fortune about 72 years of age,

was recommended to Dr, Dominiteci’s care

by his Phyficians and Surgeons, who had tried the
power of medicine, and all forts of external appli-
cations without any fuccefs. His complaint was a
{welling in his leg and thigh, which had rendered
both of an enormous fize, r:ﬁng from the foot to
the adbomen, hard and cold. The patient was en=
tirely miferable, defpaired of relief, and his life in
imminent danger when he was brought into his
houfe; but under the providence of God by the
ufe of his invented mode and means of preparing
and applying Arbitrarily heated and medicated
Water Baths, Pumps, vapourous and dry Baths,
moift and dry Frictions, in eleven weeks he was per-

feltly recovered, and could walk as well as ever
he did in his life,

1 HAVE frequently converfed likewife with the
above Patient when he firft applied to the Doctor
in his wretched ftate, during the progrels of
his cure, and fince his recovery, and conflider-
ed him as a member reftored to fociety, who
alfo without Do&or Dominicett’s affiftance, muft
have fpent the remainder of his life in a miferable

defpondency.
(Signed)

May 22, 17744 J. FIELDING.
CASE
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C. A SE XIL

A Captain of the armyin the Ealt-Indies, about
30 years of ape, was fuddenly taken with a
{welling in his legs and belly, by having lain in
damp fheets, which gradually increafed upwards,
even to all the parts of his face. In fpite of the
beft advice, and medicines he had taken, it termi-
nated in an alarming defperate Droply, and then
the Gentlemen of the Faculty who attended him,
determined to tap him, to prolong his hfe. Buta
judicious relation of his, and an humane furgeon
being perfettly well acquainted with two Gen-
Jemen and a Lady cured of Dropfies, by
Doéor Dominiceti’s efficacious, innocent, invented
mode and means of curing fimilar complaints,
advifed him to put himfelf immediately under his
care, and in five weeks time he was reftored to his
pertect health.

I HAVE converfed with the before-mentioned
patient, cured of a Dropfy, and can from my
own knowledge afferc that this cafe is ftrictly true.

(Signed)
' Nowv. 11, 1774 J. FIELDING.

e B B XH,

Clergyman, aged 56, about four years ago,
was inoculated, but nothing appeared from

the incculation. At that time he was in perfect
health, but in about three months his health vifibly
declined, and gradually lofing his perfpiration, his
appetite, fleep, and {pirits, he became conftantly
afliCted with a violent painin his ftomach; he had
| the
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the beft advice and afliftance he could procure, but
about two years agv, his diftemper encded in a con-
firmed droply, being {iwelled from head to foot,
In November laft, being given over as iacurable,
in this defperate condittion he was brought to the
Doftor’s houle, with a letter of recommendation,
from a moit refpectable, brave, and humane Ge-
neral Officer of his Majefty’s forces and in twa
months he returned perfectly cured to the afto-
nifhment of his parifhioners, the great fatisfaClion
of the General, and to the great comfort of his
family.

I RECEIVED a minute account of the above
cafe and cure from the clergyman himfelf, who ¥
converfed with at the Door’s houfe, nor fhould L
do juftice to his procefs, if I did not declare, that
on enquiry it will be found very extracrdinary.

- (Signed)
March 18 1775 J. FIELDING.

Cas i Xl

S near as I can recollect, about nine years ago,

I received a violent furfeit from eating fome-
thing which difagreed with my ftomach; the fol-
lowing night my body and thighs were covered
with large white lumps, as if ftung with nettles,
that itched and fmarted by turns in a moft fhock-
ing manner; in the morning it all difppeared, at
~ which time I felt my ftomach very much diforder-
ed, it continued more or lefs fo for nine or ten
months. I then began to be better by flow de-
grees; but in about a year and a half after I ob-
ferved a large red mark on the infide of one of my
thighs, that kept growing darker ’uill it became
brown;
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brown; and four or five months after that fome
{pots of the fame colour appeared on my breaft,
and continued increafing ’till my body was marked
with irregular fpots, which covered near half of
iti I then began to find a nervous complaint, great
weaknefs, and lownefs of {pirits. 1 accordingly
took the advice of Dr. P , and from his pre-
feription I received fome relief, at the fame time
he required me to make ufe of amilk diet as much
as poffible, and drink Prymont water. I continued
this for fome time, but not finding much benefit,
1 left off taking medicines. I ftill found the marks
on my fkin to increafe, with frequent and violent
itching; I then took a quack medicine for fome
months without effect, the fpots ftill increafing,
and defcending from my fhoulders nine or ten
inches down my arms. [ applied to a very emi-
nent ‘Phyfician Dr. T , whofe preferiptions I
followed tor fome months without receiving the
leaft -relief, but began to’be much difordered in
my head and ftomach; the {corbutic and ncrvous
complaints ftill increafing, .

I was quite weak and miferable, when fecing
feveral cafes fimilar to my own, cured by Dr.
Pominiceti, inferted in the Town and Country
Magazine, I immediately determined to put my-
felf under his care. G. N.

. This 23d day of Sept. 1779, 1 do ceruify, thatever
fince the fifth of June laft I have been every day,
morning and evening (Suuday excepted) into the are
bitrarily heated and medicated water and vapourous
baths, moift and dry fumigations, &c. of Dr. Domi-
niceti, and having daily gained an evident benefit in
the above related complaints, and I was yefterday

difchareed in perfeét health,
ifcharg p . G. N,
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CASE XIV.
The CASE of PAUL TURQUAND, Ef.
Stratford-Green, near Baw, Effex, Sept. 11, 1781,

Dear Sir,
EARING you are about publfhing a fecond
Edition of the Differtation on your Artificial
Medicated Baths, in which you may infert the cure
you have under the blefling of God, performed on m
complaint, which was deemed incurable, and even I
myfelf defpaired of a recovery. Humanity alfo calls
forth to make it known to the public, in order that my
fellow-fufferers may reap the benefit of your opera-
tions.—Being taken fuddenly with a retention of urine,
which my phyficians thought proceeded from a plen-
titude of blood, for which repeated bleedings were
ordered. " This had the defired effet, but broughton
a dropfy that increafed {o faft as to fill my body from
head to feet wich water, attended with lofs of appe-
tite, fhortnefs of breath, and an averfion to motion.
Thefe terrible {ymptoms increafed daily, that an
exiftence of a few weeks were difpaired of. In this
fituation, hearing of the many cures you had perfor«
med, I came under your care; in the courfe utPc three
months, by going night and morning through your
operations, [ was reftored, in every refpe, to a very
gnnd flate of health; which 1 have continued to en-
joy ever fince; perfons at my time of life, to be reftored
to health, ftrength, and appetite, is a bleffing which
neither my friends or felf ever expeéted.

Dear Sir, I muft here take notice, that Mrs. Turs
quand, to her very great care of me, during my ill-
nefs, was thrown into a relaxed ftate of body; and
was going, if | may ufe the exprefiion, full gallop into
a Dropfy likewife. She happily experienced the fame

falutary
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filutary effeéts from your operations that I have done:
Ths public atteftation of mine, will, I fatter myfelf,
put beyond contradiction, the cure you have perfor-
med; and am ready to teftify to any body the efficacy
of your procefs in fimilar complaints, and many other
cafes, which 1 was eye witnefs of when at your houfe,
Among others, two men, who were to all appearance
dead, reftored to ife in two or three hours. Be affured,
gcod Sir, that I always retain, for your great care and
attention to me and my wife, the fincereft gratitude
and refpect. 1 had alfo the fatisfaltion, that my apo-
thecary approved of my going to you, and my doétor
and him came to fee me while at your houle, and was
intirely fatisfied with your treatment.
. 1am, it
Your moft obliged and humble Servant,
PAUL TURQUAND:
[ T hree months before Mr. and Mrs. Turquand put them-
felves under my care, I cured two Ladies of Dropfies,

one of the Uterus, and the other of an Afeites, the former was
in a very dangerous fituation. ]

CaAsE XV,

ghe CASE of Mr. JOHN OHM, Merchant.

Merchant of London, about thirty-four years
A of age, of a plethoric habit of body, who had
been afflited for a very confiderable time with the
moft violent and torturing rheumatic pains fixed on
the joints of his fingers, hands, arms, thighs, legs, and
feet, which at times were fo great as to raile a fever,
and confine him to his bed.

The beft attendance and means the common prac-
tice could afford were ufed in vain, his diforder
gained ground greatly every day, his body grew cur-
bed, the mufcles maftoides became {o contracted as to

keep
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keep his head very much bent downward, his joints
began to fwell, the pains and fever to increafe; in fuch
a ftate he was recommended to my care by Lady
F , who has known leveral perfons cured of fimi-
lar complaints-

The caufes of his unhappy f{ituation were two; the
firft proceeded from a cold he took after exercife,
which immediately brought on an obftruction of per-
fpiration; the fecond was the ufe of a cold bath, a re-
medy worfe than the difeafe,

The gentleman who prefcribed him fo rafth an
operation, was not much verfed n phyfic, nor did he
know the prudent advice Hippocrates has left us, < o
be more careful in the ufe of cold things than in bat, be-
caufe it is lefs agreeable to our mature;” but in fuch a
cafe as this, any man who has any degree of know-
ledge of the effects of cold applications, might prog-
nofticate, that the plunging into a cold bath plethoric
perfons full of pains and obftruétions, would be pro-
ductive of fatal confequences, even in a lefs indifpofed
conftitution than that of this gentleman.

He went twice a day through a regular courfe of
my operatious, taking now and then fome mild
cathartics: [ firft begun the cure with the application
of emolient water and vapour baths, five degrees un-
der the animal heat, and gentle friction till the bulky
particles of the obltructed humours were reduced, and
the diameter of the capillary veflels enlarged; then I
proceeded with the aromatics and altringents, with the
pump, the faponacecus and fpirituous fri¢tions; and
in two months time my paticnt became an healthy
man able to enjoy all the pleafures of life, and I flat-
ter myfelf he will be ready, when occafion requires,
to teftify to the afflicted and the curious, the benefit he
has received.

Pdnton-Square, Hay-Market. R.DOMINICETI.

This
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This gentleman, after he received my pamphlet,
fent me the following Letter.
King-Street, Covent-Garden, Fanuary 23, 1781.

Dear Sir,

I HAVE received, and read, the pamphlet you
have been fo kind as to favour me with; for which
you have my fincere thanks.

Among the many cafes and cures it contains I find
you have with great modefty, ftated mine alfo: Jf the
addition of my name could have been of any fervice,
I fheuld have been glad if you had made ufe of it.
At the fame time give me leave to affure you, that I
thall be always happy, whenever you put it in my
power, to do you juftice, and to comfort any one of
my fellow creatufes, who may labour under the {ame
difeafe, by relating to them the benefit I have received
at your hands.

I am, dear Sir,

Your obliged humble fervant,
JOHN OHM.

CASE XVL

7he CASE of Mr. JOHN SHEPPARD, Bury-Sireet,
St. Fames’s, London.
SIR, -

AVING read in your pamphlet, 2 Differtation

on the Scurvy, which feemed rational to me,
I put myfelf under your care for the fame complaint,
of which I had been afflitted for many years; I
thought it was a juftice due toyou to infert my cafe,
in fome of your publications with my name and place
of abode, which may ferve as a barrier againit the ma-
levolent and invidious of the faculty, who endeavour
to depreciate the utility of your Baths in fimilar com-

. ts. Asyou know, Sir, the Scurvy which I was
Rigins i jres afflicted
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affliéted with, was well rooted in my conftitution, it
often manifefted itfelf on my legs, violent paias in
different parts of my body, which were {o accute asto
deprive me of the comforts of life ; of all which fymp-
toms, by my ufing your Medicinal Baths, for two
months, I entirely got rid of, and am now in perfect

health. I am, Sir,
Your obedient humble Servant.
May 25, 1781. JOHN SHEPPARD.

To Dr. R. Dominiceti, Panton-Square.

CASE XVH,
The CASE of JAMES ATWOOD, Ef.

SIR,

INCE I left vour houfe, I have continued fo well
) that [ cannot help exprefling my gratitude to
you, for a cure no lefs extraordinary, than of impor-
tance you have perform’d on me—a cure of a White
Swelling; which is a complaint I have heard deemed
very difficult, if not incurable, accompanied too, witch
an unufual {welling of the leg, and thigh.  As this,
Sir, is a cafe which fhould be made public, you have
my free confent for fo doing. I am, Sir,

Your obliged humble fervant,

Marlboreugh-Street, JAMES ATWOOD,
Dec. 29, 1781,

To Dr. R. Dominiceti, Panton-Square.
[ This gentleman was perfectly cured in fourteen weeks
~—and a young lady I had under my care two years ago of

the fame complaint, was reftored to health and to the ufe of
her leg in the courfe of three months, ]

CASE XVIIL
The CASE of JOSEPH HAGGET.

A Boy of about ten years of age, who had long la-
boured under a Scropholous Complaint, was
brought to Dr. Dominiceti in Panton-Square in a
moft miferable ftate, unable to walk in coniequence of
K

twe
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two or three tumours, that were formed nearly together,
and extending themfclves from the Os Calcis to the
joint of the ancle; they had been long ulcerated, and
became finus, and virulent, and the leg and thigh very
much wafted away. Every means, the parents cir-
cumitances would admit of, were tried in vain ; they
then fent him to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, where he
remained fome time, {till finding no relief, nor even a
chance, without the amputation of bis leg, which
operation they would by no means confentto. They
removed him from thence, and tried feveral other re-
medies with equul {uccefs, till at length a gentleman
recommended the mother to Dr. Dominiceti’s procefs,
knowing that he had been particularly fuccefsiul in
thefe and the like complaints, they accordingly brought
him to the Doctor in the fituation above defcribed.
who undertook him for charity, and in the courfe of
three months he became totally altered in his conftitu-
tion, the ulcers being entirely healed, and he is now per-
fectly cured ofhis complaint.

Middlefex? ELIZABETH HAGGET, Mother of
10 wit. Sthe before mentioned Jofeph Hagget of
King’s-Head-Court, Shoreditch—maketh oath and
faith, that the cafe of her fon before recited is ftrictly

and literally true.

: her
Sworn before me this 16th j
Day of February 1782. Elizabeth + Hdgge!
William Addington, . mark.

I have cured feveral perfons in high as well asin 2
middling line of life, after they have tried without
fuccefls (as is the cafe with moft patients that put
themielves under my care) every remedy under the
beft advice, in a more defponding fituation then this
poor boy, whowascured fince November 178 1—Ihave

acceptedthe above aticftation fromthemother, not only
| 3 as
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as it may be of comfortto thofe that are afflicted with
this complaint, but becaufe 1 am not at Liberty, to refer
any body to thofe refpeétable perfons I have cured of
the fame difeafe.

C ASE XIX,

Major. General officer of his Majefty’s forces

lately come from America, about fixty years
of age, of a fcorbutic confiitution, was feized with
wandering pains, attended with an unufual indolence
about his loins and thighs, a fwellin% in his legs,
and a conftri¢tion upon the joints, which rendered
their motion painful and difficult; in thort, he was
not able to walk without pain, and intirely in-
capable to put any one of his legs crofs over his
thighs. The caufe of his ill ftate of health was a
cold he took at Mud-Ifland.—He came to Panton-
Square under my care, and went through the
medicated water vaporours dry baths, and {ric-
tions; in three weeks time the fwellings difappeared
and he was able to walk very well without {ecling
any pain, and to put either of his legs crofs over
his thighs, with the greateft eafe:—1 ordered him
to take nothing inwardly, but to eat a few
roafted apples for his fupper, or at bed-time,
which were fufficient to keep his body open, when
neceflity required.—This cure demands the atten-
tion of thofe who are affli¢ted with fimilar com-
plaints, for I am of opinion, that if his diforder
had been negleCted any longer, it would have de-
genrated into a dropfy or confumption

Panton-Square. R. DOMINICETI.

Ciih & B XX.
Young gentleman about thirty years of age,
who for five years had laboured under fymp-
tomatical {corbutic eruptions which appeared and dif-
appeared regularly every fpring, and fall, as well as
at the frft approach of fevere weather: the eruptions

manifefted
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manifelted themfelves, on his face, hands, and feet,
but all his body was dry, and {caly all the year round,
very little or no perfpiration even by violenc exercife or
ftrong diaphoritics could be procured, nor the beft ad-
vice either domeftic or foreign, did alter the periodical
return of his difeafe. Having read a differtation of
mine on this complaint, refolved to try the efficacy of
my Artificial, Medicinal Baths. What gives me
great fatisfaction to oblerve, that one of his Phyficians
recommended the trial of them feveral months before
he came under my care; he went through fuch opera-
tions, as were prepared for his complaint and confti-
tution, and with the help of fome decoctions he took
every other day, in fix weeks he appeared quite ano-
ther man; the periodical time was then come without
bringing with 1t any of the former difagreeable fymp-
toms, he continued two months longer in my houle,
at the expiration of which time he left me, in perfeét
health. I have recommended him to go through my
operations mow and then, by way of prevention, and
flatter myfelf by continuing fo todo for a year or two,
the very feed of his complaint will be intirely eradica-
ted from his conftirution.

Panton Square. R. DOMINICETI,

LA ol RAY
A Gentleman of great fortune, who had been for
the fpace of ten years, under the care of many
Phyficians and Surgeons in this kingdom, for a vio-
lent confluent fcurvy; attended with painful ferpigi-
geous running ulcers, in feveral parts of his body; all
the antifcorbutic medicines where tried to little or ne
purpofe, at laft it was determined he fhould try fea-
bathing for two or three months, which he did to 3
reat difadvantage, for at the expiration of two months
his legs began to fwell, the fwelling {pread with iuch
rapidity,
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rapidity, that in the courfe of ten days, his legs and
thighs were fu'l of water; algrm:d at the approach
of fuch an additional complaint he came to London;
twenty days after his arrival he was recommended to
my care by his Phyfician, by going night and morn-
ing through the courfe of my operation was perfectly
cured in four months, of the above ‘mentmned com-
plaint; a complaint, which had kept increafing for ten
years, under the care of the ableft of the Faculey.
This is by no means intended as a refletion on their
abilities, but only as a hint, how beneficial it would be
to individuals, if the gentlemen of the profeffion were
better acquainted with the utility of my Arti-
ficial Medicinal Baths, and conveniency of my
apparatus,
CAS E. XXI1I.
Gentleman of 64 years of age had been afflicted
for 17 years with adebility in the neck of the
bladder, in confegnence of which he had an inclination
of making water every five or fix minutes; this weak-
nefs was occafioned by an ulcer in the parz ; the wa-
ter came out of three different places, viz,
through the natural paffage, through the perineum, and
through the anus, where there was alfo a fiftu.
la. He continued the ufe ot my operations for feverai
weeks without receiving any benefit, and I my{elf con-
fidering the able men that had, had the care of him
(previous to his coming te me) defpaired of fuccefs,
However it pleafed God, that after feven weeks
trial he began to grow better, and in the courfe of four
months he was cured of all the above-mentioned com-
plaints, and has ever fince continued in very good
health.
Panton-Square. R. DOMINICETL
CASE XXIIL

Very reputable merchant of London, of a
[l {corbutic conftitution, was attacked with a

nervous
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nervous complaint, which had not been judicioufly
treated, and fo became worfe every day; unfit
to tranfact his bufinefs himfelf, he was obliged to
truft the management of his affairs to others, who,
taking the advantage of his indifpofition, without
any confideration to juftice or humanity, impofed
upon him in a moft furprifing manner. Though he
was very fenfible of the injuries he received, yet
‘he was incapable of refenting it; or to defend him-
felf or his property. Thefe circumftances did very
much a%gravate his complaint, that by degrees he
grew melancholic, his pulfe very flow, his bedy in-
tenfely cold, himfelf fond of folitude, and averfe to
motion, fo as to lay for fix or eight hours together on
a chair, without even changing the pofture of his
body, always thinking upon one and the fame fubject;
neverthelefs, the fituation i1n which he was in, he
never negle€ted to try one thing or another, and to
confult with feveral of the facultv, in order to free
himfelf of fuch a bad companion, he took many
medicines of different kKinds to no purpofe; he fol-
‘lowed the prefcriptions of the regulars and the
quacks, he did alfo ufe the warm natural mineral
bath, the common warm bath, cold bath, {ea
bathing, F¢. to no advantage —Being informed of
the efficacy of my new apparatus of artiﬁf:ial medi-
cated baths, fumigations, &¢. ereted in Panton
Square, in the above defcribed fituation he put him-
felf under my care, and by going night and morn-
ing through my operations, In four months time

he was perfeétly recovered.
Panton-Square. R: DOMINICETI.

The beft methqd of cure T have found to fuc-
ceed in thefe kind of complaints is, firft to contrive

to keep the patient’s body open once 2 day,mlz]t:;:
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more or lefs in proportion of what he eats and
drinks, (this fhould be done with lenitive elec-
tuaries and glyfters, avoiding f{timulating putga-
tives, becaufe the laudable and eafily moveable
humours will be. firft evacuated, and the peccant
and . vifcid juices remain in the body, by which
means the patient’s diforder is increafed,) at the fame
time a long and conftant ufe of water and vapour
baths heated, and medicated according to the ftate
of this difeafe and the patient’s conftitution, ought
to be followed, the frictions and the pump are very
often neceflary. If we look into antiquity we fhall
find, that Ztius* recommend the daily ufe of arti-
fical baths, that Galen4 has performed many cures
of this difeafe by the ufe of baths and frictions alone.
—Rbafis de Melanc. advifes the baths, and after-
wards the ufe of frition, with oil, liniment, F¢. that
Jafon Pratenfis, and Montanusde Melanc. prefcribes
the fame; Felix Plater] and Lawreutius§ enjoined
‘thelong ufe of artificial baths. Befide the ufeof medi-
cated baths, Lelius a fonte Eugubinus|| and MoutanusS]
for the melancholy recommends an irrigation of wa-
ter, or kind of a pump upon the head, medicated
with water lilies, lettuce, violets, camomile, €9¢c.
Baths of {weet water, in which had been boiled the
leaves of mallows, rofes, violets, water lilies,
flowers of buglofs, camomilé, ¢, favs Guiauer (a)
are of wonderful great force in this malady; the
patients (fays he) fthould ufe them twice a day, and
when they come forth out of the baths, their backs
ought to be anointed with oil of almond, vio-
lets, nympha, &¢. So doth Fuchfius () and Feraelius

‘ * Ser. 1. cap. 10,
+ Lib. 3. delocisaffeét. 1 Obferv. lib. 7, § Cap. 8.
demel. || Coufult. 44. G Confil. 31.  (a) Cap.g.
iraclo, 38, de melane.  (b) Lib, 1. cap. 33.
Burton
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Bierton obferve, that inthe time of the Romans the
artifical medicated baths were in great ufe, and adap-~
ted tothis, and to many other complaints ; fome of
them bathed fo often as feven times a day, as Commodus
the Emperor is reported to have done, but ufually
fwice a day; indeed, when the degree of heat and
the medicated quality of thefe operations are fuited
to the patient’s difeafe and conftitution, there is no
danger of receiving any injury by their frequent ufes

C ABE XXV,
Young lady who had been afflifted with a
violent hot itchy fcurvy, fo as to render her
fkin very dry, rough, and full of fcurf,—the fkill
of many gentlemen of the faculty had been tried
in vain for three or four years, and the infignifi-
cancy of all the pretended ngffy ums the took as fpe-
cific remedies for her complaint was plainly evinced;
at laft the was adviled to bathe infee water for a
month or two, which fhe did at Margate, for
twenty-three days, every morning fafting, at which
period fhe was obliged to defilt going any more
into the falt water, on account of an obftruction
that came upon her of a dangerous nature, and the
fcorbutic humors growing more corrofive asto ul-
cerate her legs on feveral parts, Difappointed by
this antidote, (as many call it) and with the unex-
pe¢ted additional calamities it has brought on her
conftitution, the came to J.ondon. A few days
after her arrival, reading in the news-paper an ac-
count of my new apparatus of medicated water,
vaporous, dry baths, &c. fthe came into Panton-
Square to confult with me on her above defcribed
fituation; being convinced of the rationality of my
plan, - fhe immediately began to go through my
epcrations,
In
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In the courfe of fix weeks her obftru&ions were
removed and the {corbutic fymptoms much abated ;
in two more the ulcers were healed up, and every
other mark of fcurvy intirely difappeared; flat-
tered by fome of her friends, that the was cured,
and by the pleafing feeling and appearance fhe then
had of an healthy conftitution, againft my con-
{ent fthe declined going through my medicated
baths, éF¢, and though fhe continues very well, yet
as the did not give me time to ufe with her fuch
operations as were fit to prevent a relapfe of her
complaint, I am of opinion fhe wjll repent of
having followed the advice of thofe that are ig-
norant of the nature and effects of my procefs.

Panton-Square, R, DOMINICETI,

G O T 0. 6
Young Lady was affliCted at different times of
the year, efpecially on her face, with a {corbu-
tic humour which often prevented her going into com-
pany, fhe was fent to bathe in the fea, and drink fea
water, Whether by a cold, or whether by bathing
and drinking the water a total obftruction (often faral
to the fair fex) enfued, which was foon followed by a
phthificy-cough, fhortnefs of breath, head-ache, a
very quick pulfe, attended with a deftruétive con-
fumption of lungs, fhe was foon removed from that
place to London, where her parents tried thofe means
the faculty fuggefted; finding the difeafe obftinate and
the fymptoms lefs favourable, with the confent of the
family Apothecary was broughtto Panton-Square, In
- three weeks the was much better; in two others the
obftructions were removed, every bad {ymptom total
Iy abated, and in a week or two after, fhe left my houfe
in perfect healih.
Panton Square. R. DOMINICET].

TERMS
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TERMS of ADMISSION
I NTO T HE

APPARATUSES of Artificial Medicated Water-Baths*,
partial Pumps, vapﬁruuiand dry Baths, internal and ex-
ternal moift and dry Fumigations, oleous, faponaceous,
and dry Frictions, ereéted in Panton-Square, Hay-market.

1. T nosk Patients who are neceflitated, or with to refide
in the Houfe, pay Three Shillings and Six-Pence for each
of the above-mentioned Operations, all of which are feldom
necellary for one Patient: but they are to provide them-
felves, or buy from the head Servants of the Apparatus, the
neceflary Woollen and Linen Garments— Apartments
for their Reception may be had from Four Guineas, to
One Guinea per Week. :

II. Thofe Patients who are Dropfical and require the
ufe of my new invented dry Stove and dry Bed, are to pay
Five Shillings for each time ufing them,

I11. Every Out-Patient, or Perfon, who wifhes, or is ad-
vifed to Ufe the Baths, &, for the prefervation of Health,
pays Twelve Shillings each Time, for one, as well as for
any or all of the faid Operations, except the dry ftove and
dry bed, which are three Shillings sxtra; for which Sum
they are alfo fupplied with Woollen and Linen Garments;
but if they have their own, they pay only Half a Guiaca
each Time,

* A;; every Patient has Frefh Water, fo he may fee the

Bath empty before it is prepared,
The
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The Ladies Apartments into the Artificial Medical
Baths, as well as into the Calidarium, Tepidarium, and Fri-
gidarium Baths, are diftinét and apart from thofe of the
Gentlemen, and approached by different Avenues.

The Ladies are attended by Women well exﬁriﬂnccd
in Bathing, and the Gentlemen by Men, equally qualified,

Thefe Water Baths and Effluvia, are impregnated with
fuch medical Subftances, either of Animals, Vegetables, or
Minerals, as have been found, by Experience, to cure, or
give Relief, in moft Diforders; and as their Degree of
Heat s regulated according to the Patient’s Conftitution,
Difeafe, and other Circumfitances, fo they prove falutary in
acute and chronical Difeafes (and even where all other
medical Efforts have failed) viz. {uch asin the

Scurvy, Contraétions,
Deformitiee of the fkin, Relaxation,
Suppreflion of any Secretion, Fevers,

Dropfies. Nervous Complaints,
Con{umptions, Afthmas,

Gout, Weaknefs
Rheumatifm, Scropholous and venereal com-
Obftinate Obftructions, plaints,

Palfy, Retention of Urine,
Epilepfyv, Gravel,

Schirrous T umours, Head Ache,

Ulcers, Deafnefs, &c. &c.

White Swellings,

Befide the above mentioned Water and Vapour Baths,
Medicated with various Vegetables and Mineral Subftan-
ces, &c. there are others, which altho’ not often wanted,
have been ufed by the Ancients, and alfo by me, in fome
Complaints, with greater Succefs than the former; and
as I never apply them without the Patient’s Confent, they

are
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are fubmitted, together with the Expence attending each
of them, to his Confideration.
A Warm Bath of Sweet Oil turned into a

cream-like Appearance, with or without /. 5, 4.

Spirit - - - - - 24 0 O
Ditto of Sweet Oil - - - - 26 0 o
Ditto half of Oil and Mucilage - 13 0 ©
Ditto of Virgin Milk made with Ballam and

Milk - - - - - e O
Ditto of Milk - - - - IT II ©

Ditto of Veal, or other Broths, from 3 to § Guineas
T here are alfo fome Vapour Baths, and
Suffumigations, made only with the
Effuviaof Liquid Balfams, and Effen-
ces, from - = = =~ 6108 Guineas

N. B. For the Accommodation of Perfons in middling
Circumftances, Tickets are delivered for the following
Sums; which are to be had at the Doctot’s Houfe in

Panton-Square.

A Twenty Guinea Ticket admits the Pur—} e

chafer within 12 Months — 120
A Ten Guinea ditto — i s 50
A Eive Guinea ditto —_ -_— 20

‘The Patients are likewife to provide themfclves with
Woollen and Linen Garments, or pay Eighteen Pence each
time,

N, B. For every Confultation, either at Home or
Abroad, I expect the ufual Fee as a Phyfician,

THE
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g I O
Calidarium, Tepidarium, and Frigidarium,
B o i | By

The firflt of the Kind ever Ere¢ted in ENGL AN D,
Are now opened in Panton-Square, Hay-Market.

AT the Solicitation of many of the Nobility, Gentry,

and Gentlemen of the Faculty, 1 have added, con-
tiguous to my Artificial Medicinal Baths, the faid CALI-
DARIUM, TEPIDARIUM, and FRIGIDARIUM, of
the Ancient Romans, upon an improved Plan ; in the Exe-
cution of which, public Utility, Decency, Convenience,
and Elegance have been confidered,

The CALIDARIUM, is 2 Water-Bath, warmed to any
Degree of Heat ; which is fo contrived as in a few Minutes
to become a TEPIDARIUM, or a Tepid ¥ath, colder, if
required, by Degrees, or almoft fuddenly, at the Pleafure of
thofe who bathe. This CALIDARIUM is {ix Feet fix
Inches long, four wide, and three deep ; adjoining to which,
there is a very elegant FRIGIDARIUM, or Cold Bath,
twenty-two Feet long, ten widé, and from fix ¥eet fix, to
four Feet deep; furrounded with a Gallery and Rooms,
for the Bathers to undrefs and drefs themfelves in. The
FRIGIDARIUM may be ufed either alone, or after the
Perfons have gone through thadifferent Degrees of Heat;

wiz. from hot to warm, or from warm to tepid, and from
tepid to cold, as the Nature of their Diforders and Confti-

tutions require. Many Perfons, who cannot bear the
Shock of plunging inta the FRIGIDARIUM, have here
the Benefit of 2 Cold Bath, without the difagreeable Sen-
fatien they are prepoflefled to produce,

Its
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Its Ufe is alfo extended to many Cafes, where the com-
mon Cold Bathing would be very injurious, becaufe the
CALIDARIUM, by enlarging the Diameter of the Capil-
lary Veflels, will draw more Blood to the Circumference,
and leave the Trunk of the Arteries and Veins lefs full ; by
which Means Perfons plunging themfelves into the FRI-
GIDARIUM, will bear without Danger, the fudden Re-

tromotion of the Fluids; fo that thefe Baths may be ufed at
any Seafon of the Year.,

TERMS of ADMISSION for SUBSCRIBERS.

Thofe Ladies and Gentlemen who fubferibe to the Fri-
gidarium, or Cold Bath, are to pay Four Guineas for One
Year; Two Guineas and an Half for Half 2 Year; One
Guinea and an Half for a Quarter. And are to fupply
themfelves with Oil Silk Caps, and Linen. Thofe who
go into the Ca%darium and Tepidarium, are to pay Five
Shillings extra each Time. Non Subfcribers to pay
23. and 6d. each time bathing in the Cold Bath,

o7 The Nobility and Gentry, who are pleafed to honour
thefe Baths, are requefted to fend their Commands, as the
Lift of Subfcribers will be limited to a certain Number,

N. B. The Calidarium and Tepidarium, will be fupplied
with frefh Water to every one who bathe: but the Frigi-
darium, being fo extenfive, ‘and Spring Water conftantly
running inand out of it, will beemptied only once a Day.

INDEX
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Knowledge neceflary for the preparation and adminiftra-

tion of artificial medicated baths, &c. - 28,29

Machine for inward applications latzly igvented 103
Melancholy, and nervous complaints cafz, and cure

133 134

Mercury, hurtful to fcorbutic perfons - 43 45,45

—its effect in venereal complaints

100, 101, 102, 105, 100, 107
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Obftructions and pains, to remove

15, 16, 18, 19, 25, 26, 27, 28
Pains caufed by mercurial applications, how cured 107, 108
Patients who lodge in the hcufe are much eafier cured, than
the out-patients - - - - 3, 4
Promife of phyficians, why uncertain - 33> 34> 35
Rheumatifm attended with violent pains, contraction and
fwelling of the joints, cafe,and cure - 126, 127, 128
—ditto of a milder kind, cafe, and cure - 130
Salivation, dangerous - - 100, 101, 102,100
Schirrous tumours, cafes and cures - = Siafz,01Y
Scurvy, diflertation upon - = e 38
Scorbutic complaints, cafes and cures .
123, 124, 128, 131,132,135, 136
Sudorific taken internally, when hot and thmulating,
often dangerous, and when weak and mild, fometimes
ineffectua - - - IO, IV, I2, I3, 14
Sea falt an haftener of putrefation 40, 41, 42, 43, 44
Sea falt, {ea bathing, faline effluvia; falt provifion, cold and
moift air, reputed to be the principal caufes of feurvy in
this country = = 7 40, 51, 42, 43, 44

Scropholous complaint, cafe and cure - 129, 130
Swelling of a leg and thigh of an euormous fize, cafe and

cure - - - - - - - 121
Terms of admiflion = - - - - 133
'Time for ufing my operatiens - - 35
Venereal difeafe, differtation upon - - 100
White fwelling, cafe and cure IR L LS e 129
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