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TOD T HE

OFFICERS of the 64th Regiment.

GENTLEMEN,

I Beg leave to dedicate the following
pamphlet to you. I hope you will afford it
that protetion which its Author has ever
experienced from your kindnefs. It was
in confequence of the difturbances which
diftracted the 67th regiment on my arrival -
from the Weft Indies, that, at the parti-
cular folicitation of my friends, I changed
my fituation, and notwithftanding many
flattering profpe&ts in the army prefented
themfelves at the fame time, my refpect
for the Officers of the 67th regiment in-

duced
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CaT Ei S B

PATRICK DILLON, Esq

BEING called upon as an evidence to give
teftimony on the late Court Martial, which
was convened at the Horfe Guards, White-
hall, for the trial of Major BrRowNE, of
the 67th regiment of foot, on the charges
of cruelty and oppreflion exhibited againft
him, by Caprain HepcEes of the fame
regiment, Captain HEpcEes ftated an ob-
jection to the competency of my teftimony,
by afferting that I had diferted from his
Majefty’s navy, and that he held me in a
- worfe light than Epwarps, who ftood at
the bar accufed of having robbed his maf-
ter Major BRowNE; and fubmitted to the
Court Martial, how much more Improper
it was to admit my evidence as valid, than
he who was only fufpe@ed of having com-
mitted a zhefr. Upon this dire®, fcanda-
lous and falfe charge, I begged permiffion
to addrefs the Court in a few words, and
as CAPTAIN HEDGES had thought proper

B thus



( 100 )

thus publickly to malign my charaer,
the only fatisfaction I could then embrace
was to give the Court Martial a brief ac-
count of my progreffion in the fervice, and
let my charater anfwer for itfelf. This in-
dulgence being granted, I proceeded to in-
form the Court, that ““ I changed my fitua-
tion from his Majefty’s navy in South Ca-
rolina to the army, where I was appointed
Affiftant Surgeon to the General Hofpital,
by Dr. Hayes, the Phyfician General, and it
1s to his good report of my profeffional fkill
and attention, that I was indebted for an
inmediate advancement, and fent on ac-
tual fervice ; ‘he recommended me to the
protection of Lord RaAwpon, and I was,
in confequence, appointed furgeon to the
battalions of light infantry and grenadiers.
Having {pent that campaign to the {outh-
ward, under his Lordfhip’s command, by
the warmeft recommendations from my
commanding officers, and the Phyfician-
General to his Lordfhip, I fucceeded to
the vacant Surgeoncy of his own regi-
ment.” As I attempted to continue my nar-
rative the whole Court interfered, which
was inftantly ordered to be cleared, and
whofe feelings for me on this occafion I
fhall ever remember with the moft lively
fenfe of gratitude.

Shortly
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Shortly after the Court refumed, when
Sir CuarrLes GouLp, the Judge Advo-
cate, read the following declaraticn.

““ Captain HEDGES, the Cour: think
it very unbecoming of you to have brought
fuch a circumftance forward, particularly
as Surgeon Dirron holds his Majefty’s
commiflion ; befides it is a matter that the
Court has nothing to do with.”

This malicious attempt of which he was
guilty, has eventually rendered him no ma-
terial fervice, but has been inftrumental
in all probability, to that difmifiion he has
fince experienced. In confequence of this
grofs and unprecedented infult, I was ad-
vifed immediately, on his coming out of
Court, by all my friends, to fend him a
meffage expreflive of my refentment for his
bafe and unwarrantable affertions ; but this
meafure was inftantly over-ruled, as the
Court was then fitting, and my friends
were apprehenfive that he would make an
appeal to them for their protection, and
declare that he was intimidated from car-
rying on the profecution; but the Court
Martial having terminated a few days after
this tranfaction, I fent Captain HepgEes
the following mefiage : -

Bz The



¢ ¥

The meflage which was delivered by Mr.
CosTELLO.

< SIR;

Iam defired by Mr. Dirron to demand
an 1mmediate meeting from you, to an-
{wer for. the opprobrious and ungentle-
manlike epithets, which you made ufe of
to the Court Martial, when he came to de-
liver his teftimony.”

Upon this intimation he declined the
meeting, remarking at the fame time,
that as he had given his opinion of me
to the Court Martial, he could not think
of it; Mr. CosTeErrzo then informed
him, that his charafter was at ftake;
that the world was not inclined to think
as he did, and that he muft take the
confequencc in the eyes of the whole army
and the world, to whom the circumftance
thould be ma.de known.

REMARKS.

A»f'ter the pulfe of his firmnefs as a man
had been thus felt, my friends concluded,
that it would be dangerous to proceed any
farther in the affair, until the fentence of

the Court was made known; and that
as



{ 413°)

as the condu& of Captain HEDGEs might
be held in a very dubious light, even at
that time, by the Court-Martial, and ap-
prehenfive of committing the {malleft in-
delicacy towards the refpectable Court then
fitting, it was agreed that my refentment
{hould be fufpended. - |

I always entertained jan idea, from the
general charalter of my opponent, that he
would feize the firlt opportunity that of-
fered, of protetting his perfon from the
confequences naturally to be expeCled from
his infult to me, by availing himfelf of
the do&rine contained in the Articles of
War ; I, therefere, declined fending a mi-
litary gentleman upon this troublefome oc-
cafion, well knowing that an officer might
become the obje& of his ndiret refont-
ment, by being fubject to the ferious pe-
nalties of a Court-Martial ; and how far
thefe fufpicions were juitifiable, the fol-
lowing events will {ufficiently prove.
Thefe combinations of circumf{tances mdde
me defer any farther procedure, until that
period of time fhould arrive, when pru-
dence might warrant hoftility;  dreading
that moment, the ferocious Captain
HebpGEs took fhelter under the banners
of his friend the Lieutenant-Colonel of
his own regiment, who, from motives of
charity to him, as well as motives of ju/~

2 lice



{3 })
tice to a man of honour, laid his terrors at
the feet of Majefty—the complainant fuing
for protection from the aggregate horrors
of a challenge, whlch was 1minediately
granted, by my being put under an arreft
on Friday the 4th day of October, by the
following meﬂ'age which was delivered
by Enfign MaNwARING of the 67th rcgl-

ment.

ke

** Jam defired by Lieutenant General
"Maxwrrr Browxe, and Major General
CrosBiE, to inform you, that you are un-
der an arreft by his Majefty’s command, in
confequence of your conduct to Captain
Hepces of the 67th regiment.”

Thus an Algerine corfair, when afraid of
being conquered by fome unoffending veflel
that fhe has aflailed, fcuds with difmay
under the cannon of Gibraltar for refuge,
though the caufe of fuch adegradation has
been excited, by her own bafe and infernal
violation of focial duty and humanity.

On
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On Saturday the sth of O&ober, T fent
the following letter to Sir GEORGE

YoNGE, Secretary at War.

« Sir,

“ Having been ordered under arreft by
Lieutenant General BRownNE and General
Crossik, of the 67th regiment, in con-
fequence of their reprefentation of my con-
duct to Captain HepGEs of the faid regi-
ment, unconfcious of any crime or caufe,
I have to requeft a copy of any charges
exhibited againft me, and am,

Sif, |
Your moft obedient
Humble fervant,
. Drrion,
Surgeon 64th regiment.
Sir Geo. ¥onGE, Bart. : '
~Secretary at War.

Upon my not receiving any an{wer to
this letter, I was perfuaded by my friends
to let the matter remain as it was, as the
palpable caufe of my confinement was to
prevent any bad confequences between
Captain Hepces and myfelf, and all were
perfectly fatisfied that the affair would ne-
ver come before a Court Martial, nor make
it neceflary to require the interceflion of

i
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my friends, at that time in town, with his
Majefty. I was the more confidently deluded
into this fecurity by the Secretary at War’s
filence upon the fubjeét, and whofe cha-
racter alone infured me, that he would deal
out juftice with an impartial hand. I could
not, however, prevail upon myfelf to re-
je&t the fufpicions altogether which arofe in
my mind as to the candour and integrity
of Captain HepGEs, well knowing that
cowardice was a ftriking feature in the por-
trait of a detractor. Impelled by fuch fen-
timents, and {ufpecting mifreprefentations,
I wrote the following letter to General
Maxwerr. BRowNE on the ninth of

October.

£<181r,

¢« Having been fince the 4th inftant con-
fined under arreft, by your and Major Ge-
neral CrosBIE’s reprefentation of me to
his Majefty, for my conduét to Captain
HepcEes of the 67th regiment, unconfci-
ous of any caufe, I have to requeft you will
be fo kind as to fend me the {pecifick
charges preferred againft me, that I may
take fuch fteps as may be prudent in my
own vindication, that his Majefty may not -
receive
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. Difcovering by the above letter, that a
charge had been exhibited agaiaft me, on
the 11th ot O&ober, I inclofed General
BrownEe’s letter with a copy of that which
occafioned his anfwer to Sir GEreorcE
YoxgEe, meft earneftly requefting a copy of
the charge, that I might endeavour to ob-
viate any difagreeable confequences that
might arife, and alfo reprefented to him the
uncomfortable fenfations that I was reduced
to the neceflity of enduring from an arreft,
without either crime or caufe, and that
inconvenience effected by the unfupported
aflertions of {fuch a man as Captain HeEpGss
of the 67th regiment.

B LM AOAYR K

The fame filence was obferved in regard
to this letter, as I experienced on the sth
" inftant, when I firft wrote to the Secretary
at War; and the fame opinion of my.
friends as to the impoffibility of my receiv-
ing injury ftill operated. Inthis ftage of the
_bufinefs they uniformly advifed me to bear
the arreft with patience, until the Court
Martial met to give fentence on the late
trial, as then, in all human probability,
the whole affair would terminate happily f

an
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and they were the more emboldened to en-
force that idea, from a eonfideration that
the whole Court were in poffeflion of the
knowledge of the infult, and would, as men
of honour, juftify, in their own bofoms,
even more violent meafures than I had
purfued, as the offenee given was publick,
grofs, and unwarrantable, and that, 1if re-
quired on my part, they would reprefent
the whole affair to his Majefty ; they
urged likewife, that if it was their inten-
tion to try me by a Court Martial, my
crime would have been fent to me long
before, agreeably to the {pirit and injunc-
tion of the Articles of War. That if any
ferious confequence was to be the event,
an equal field of action, at leaft, would be
given to the accufed as to the accufer ; be-
fides, it was not reafonable to conclude that
the bare affertion of a perfon, whofe beha-
viour as a witnefs was reprehended, even
on oath, before the late Court Martial,
and who has fince been difmifled the fer-
vice, would be confidered as admiffible, or
dgnified with even the common forms of
attention.

A firm reliance on the equal diftribution
of juftice in the War Department from Sir
GEeorGE YonGE, ftrengthened thofe ideas
which my friends had fuggefted ; however
it fhould be remarked with much point,
that notwithftanding my warm entreaties

C2 to
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to the contrary, I was {lill kept in the
dark as to what reprefentations had been
made to his Majefty relative to my conduct.
General BrowNE having declared that he
acted but officially as commanding officer
of the 67th regiment, in prefenting the
complaints from Captain Hepcrs, at the
fame time adding, that he was a total
ftranger to the contents or particulars of
the c%large. With infinite humility I will
here prefume to remark, that it appears
fomewhat irreconcileable to my common
conception of what is right and wrong,
that General BrRownEe fhould prefent a
charge againft me, fraught with fuch im-
portant confequences to my peace and in-
tereft, without even deigning to examine
~ its complexion 3 perhaps this remark is fu-
perfluous and improper ; butg at any rate,
I have thought it neceflary to commit it to
paper, with this fimple excufe, it is the
language of my reafon. As General BRownEe
has formally declared his ignorance of the
fubftance of the complaint, the knowledge
of it I muft now venture to fuppofe lics
with Major General CrosBIE.

On
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On the 17th of O&ober I received the
following letter.

a3 o8
I have it in command from the King to
acquaint you, that his Majefty has thought
fit to difmifs you from his fervice.
Jam, $tr,
Your moft obedient,
Humble Servant,
GEORGE YONGE.”
Surgeon DiLLoN,
64th. reg. No. 5, Suffolk-ftreet, Char-
ing Crofs.

On the 18th I waited on the Surgeon
General, to whom I prefented the above
letter, and whofe concern alone upon the
occafion.would be an ample compenfation
to me for any other lofs | could have fui-
tained, except that of being removed from
under his generous protection in the fer-
vice. I hope the world will not accufe me
of vanity in bringing forward the approba-
tion of Mr. Apair with fome degree of
oftentation, as I have always confidered
that the man muft have ftrong pretenfions
to general efteem, who could merit fo warm
a profeflional eulogium as Mr. Apair

thought proper to beftow upon me; he
did
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did more than bear teftimony to the effici-
ency of my character, he felt for my fitua-
tion, into which the error of 2 moment
Bad plunged me, and that error too origi-
mating from obeying an impulfe of refent-
ment infeparable from the chamder of a
man of honor, an impulfe which if I did
aat poflefs and exercife, I thould become an
objec of {corn to the brave and liberal part
of fociety. Was 1 able to draw the exadt
Yikenefs of Mr. Ap a1r, I fhould pourtray the
moft amiable of mankind, who unites with
the moftexalted fkill, the humanity and be-
nevolence of aHow axrp, and whofeunwea-
ried attentions are employed to diminifh the
calamities incident to our fituation, and
hold forth encouragement and rewards tq
ebfcure merit, though unallied to ftatef-
men, and unbleft with the patronage of
nobility.

On a recital of my cafe, Mr. ApaIr de-
fired that T would ftate my fervices to the
Secretary at War, and to throw myfelf en-
tircly upon his Majefty’s clemency. As Mr.
Apartr’s Jefires thould be eagerly fulfilled,
I immediately wrote a letter to Sir GEORGE
YonGe, of the following tendency.

In my letter to Sir GEorRGE YoneE I
flated my having been” upwards of feven
years a furgeon in his Majefty’s fervice,
the former part of which time was con-
fumed in fevere duty, while I remained
with the arimy in America, where I had

the
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the misfortune to be taken prifoner; -afier
that period I was fent to the Weit-Indies,
where my health was materially injured by
the confequences of almoit inceflant duty,
and the unwholefomenefs of the climate;
and that thefe fervices were performed, as
I had every reafon to believe, with the ap-
probation of all my commanding officers,
as they frequently did me the honour to be
zealoufly forward in acknowledging their
good opinion of me, both as an officer and
a gentleman. All thefe circumftances com-
bined, induced me to.inform the Secretary
at War that I thought myfelf entitled to,
at deaft, an impartial hearing, particularly
as it was to defend myfelf by the language
of truth, from an event fraught with the
moft irremediable and momentous confe-
quences to an individual, whofe pri-
mary ambition was to ferve the King
his mafter with vigilance and fidelity ; thar
it had unfortunately fallen to my own
lox to plead my own caufe, my friends
in general being abfent, and particularly
Lord Rawpon, and my prefent com-
manding officer Colonel Evze; added
to this, my being confined as a prifoner,
by which uncouth accident I was denicd
all the advantages that might probabiy
arife from perfonal exertions in an affair of
this tendency. However, I affured Sir
GEORGE YonGE there were many other

Ficfd_
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Ficld Officers, now in England, who
would be refponfible for my demeanour
upon all occafions. For my pretenfions as
a profeflional man, who had fome legal
claim to the material requifites of ability
and attention, I referred him to Mr.
ADAIR, the Surgeon General, and to the
Phyfician General, - Dr. HAavEes, under
whom I had ferved in America; and, finally,
requefted him to lay this account of my
progrefiion in the army before his Majefty,
upon whofe royal clemency I had the mo%
perfect reliance, not doubting but that the
defired confequence would be an impartial
inveftigation of my condudt, or a reftoration
to my rank in the army.

Previous to the conveyance of the above
letter to Sir GeorGE YONGE, the Sur-
“geon General vifited him in my behalf, and
was pleafed to mention me in the moft
handfome manner: the immediate fruit of
this interference was a requifition to his
Majefty on the fucceeding day for my refto-
ration, when my letter to the Secretary at
War was laid before the King; but his
Majefty remained inexorable as to my fate ;
looking upon my condué towards Captain
HEeDGES, as a contempt to the Court Mar-
tial then fitting.

War
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On the 1gth of O&ober I received the
following letter.

*¢ Sir, War-Office.

I have received your letter of yefterday’s
date, and am to acquaint you, that his Ma-
jefty does not think it confiftent with the
good of his fervice to countermand your
difmiffion. -

I am, Sir,
Your obedient fervant,
Geo. YONGE.

P. DiLrox, Efg.

Upon receiving this official intimation
from the Secretary at War, 1 refigned al-
moft every hope of being reinftated, butl
had not f{ufficient firmnefs to refle@® upon
the event without infinite agony; and the
Frincipal caufe of that perturbation arofe
rom my heart-felt forrow, that a man
could be finally condemned in this country,
and difrobed of his fortune and his peace,
without being permitted to enjoy the
common fatist-%&ion of previoufly perufing
the letter of his accufation; but an im-
pulfe of duty, as well as veneration, com-
mands me to be filent, as the completion
of my ruin in the army (however irregularly
and bafely effected by my enemies) has been
D hallowed
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- hallowed with the approbation of my King,
I thall endeavour to bear my deftiny as I
ought, with decent refignation.

As foon as I had recovered from the firft
impreflions of that anxiety and confterna-
tion into which I was hurried by this un-
welcome communication of my fate, I wrote
a letter to Lord RAwpon, and another to
Major DovrE, expreflive of my concern
for this unexpected and ruinous iffue; to
which letters I received the following kind
an{wers. -

Copy of Major DoyLE’s Letter.

Donington-Park, Leicefterfhbire,
October 20, 1787.
My dear Sir,

It is with infinite regret I learn from
your letter, that his Majefty has been fo
much difpleafed with your condu&, as to
dire¢ your being difmiffedr from his fer-
vice. It muft have been ftrangely mifre-
prefented to the King, or you muft have
very much changed your charalter fince I
knew you, to have merited fo fevere a pu-
nifhment.

Had a public inveftigation into your
character afforded me the opportunity, I
thould have been happy to have done it that

juftice
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juftice which your exemplary good beha-
viour deferved, while you were under my
command, upon very active fervice in Ame-
rica. I fhall always be ready to teftify,
that your profeffional attention and huma-
nity, and your conduct as a Gentleman,
met with my fulleft approbation as your
Commanding Officer, and obtaineu for you
the good opinion and regard of the Officers
and foldiers of the regiment.

You propofe going immediately to Dub-
lin; I fhall be there to attend Parliament
in November, and if I can render you any
{fervice, you may freely command it, as I
am, from a knowledge of your character,

My dear Sir,
Your very faithful fervant,
¥ Dovrg,

Major, late 105th regiment.

P.S. From the manner in which I
have heard Colonel Doyle fpeak of
you while he commanded the regi-
ment, I have no doubt he will readily
give you any teftimonials you may re-
quire.

P. Dirron, Efq.
13 Copy
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Copy of Lord Rawpon's Letter.

Donirgton, Oftober 21, 1787.
Sir,

It was with much concern that I recei-
ved, from your letter, the information of
your difmiffion from the fervice. The ftrict
juftice of the meafure, however fevere,
cannot be arraigned, as you voluntarily ran
the hazard of a penalty to which you knew
your conduct rendered you liable: but you
muit have the fatisfaction to feel, that it
reflects no difcredit upon you, whilft the
not havifig taken thofe fteps by which you
incurtéd it, would have expofed you to
cont®mpt. INo man can hold in greater
abYorrence than I do, the charadter of a
cidptious perfon : there are offences, how-
ever, which, according to the way of
- thinking eftablifhed amongft Gentlemen,
leave it not in the option of a man of ho-
nour to be patient ; and fuch, by all I have
heard, was the affront that you received.
Till fome fufficient punifhment fhall be
awarded againft thofe who wantonly offer
infults of that nature, it will be incum-
. bent on every officer to take it upon him-
felf, whatever ordinance may ftand in the
way, . |

| You
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You fay, you wifh to be affured that I
was fatisfied with your behaviour whilft
you were in my regiment. When I ap-
pointed you furgeon to it, I believe I had
never feen you. Withing to thew juftice
to every branch of the army under my
command, upon the vacancy I enquired
which of the mates in the General Hofpi-
tal was moft deferving for his attention to
duty, and for his private chara&er. You
were named to me as fuch, and I gave you,
in confequence, the appointment. Your
behaviour juftified the reprefentation thar
had been made in your favour. The Offi-
cers commanding the regiment, at differ-
ent periods, always fpoke of your con-
duct with fatisfa&tion; and, from every
appearance, I have reafon to belicve, that
you were much efteemed in the corps.

I am happy to bear a teftimony which I
think due to you; and remain,

' Sir, . H
Your moft obedient fervant,

. RAawpox.
Mr. DirLLoN.

With fuch honourable teftimonies in his
favour, what man would not be proud ?
and to {peak the truth, at the moment that
I received thofe letters, I had need of fome
fuch conciliating antidote to misfortune.
As by far the greater part of mankind are

difpofed
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difpofed to be uncharitable in their opinion,
and being likewife totally ignorant of the
exactnefs of military difcipline, and ferious
effects that are produced by any violation
of good order in the army, I thought it
incumbent on me to publith this fhort nar-
rative of a fa&, in vindication of my cha-
racter, previous to my quitting London ;
and that the world may be enabled to form
fome judgment of the candour of Major
General CrosBiE’s reprefentations of my
conduét to his Majefty, who has doubtlefs
imbibed impreffions to my difadvantage
from fome perfon, who under the mafk of
impartiality and the good of the fervice,
was only aiming an effectual blow to over-
throw my purfuits; and what is infinitely
worfe, to excite his Majefty’s difpleafure
towards me, that the cup of my vexation
might be charged to the very brim; but
the motives for that perfon’s conduct are
as notorious as my difmiflion. The cruel
and impolitic lenity of his command in
the Weft-Indies to the foldiers at Port Li-
berty, by the indulgences of drunkennefs,
and expofure to heat, damp and cold, was
attended with fuch dreadful calamities, as
were never known before even in the heat
of battle; all which traits of his command
) | nppnfcd by my rEprefentatigns, as fr@:—
quently as I had an opportunity, and in

doing which I literally Ifilled the dutiei_
| 3 0
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of my fituation; I could not, as the fer-
vant and furgeon of his Majefty, fee the
ranks daily thinning, by the horrid con-
fequences of intemperance in that country,
without holding out my arm for the pre-
fervation of my fellow creatures.

With all my imperfections on my head,
I have now ventured to f{tand before the
awful tribunal of the publick, though I
muft declare, it is a fituation into which [
have not willingly entered, and hope it will
be confidered as a meafure of neceflity,
and not forward prefumption. The Gen-
tlemen of the Army are nice in their dif-
criminations of honour and profefiional duty;
they require that the reputation of each
other thould be as unfullied as the moun-
tain {now, and if a {peck fhould be un-
avoidably contracted, the caufes of that
pollution muft be clearly explained.

I fhall now retire to a life of privacy,
and I thank God, that my reflections will
not be vifited by the abhorred idea, that I
have been 0bliged to quit the fervice of my
King, for vilifying the charatter of a gen-
tleman, when proteifed by fuperior powers,
and afterwards refufing to give him fatis-

fattion, when that proteition was re-
moved.

g8t 9 N .






























