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TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 01

produce gases and usually undesirable odors. . . . Therefore
milks showing the presence of gas or bad odors in any consid-

F1G. 1.—Curd from a good milk. Large, irregular holes mechanieal,

erable degree are milks that have been more or less polluted
with extraneous organisms or carelessly handled, and as a conse-
quence such milks show a type of curd revealed in Figs. 2 and 3.”
(Dr. H. L. Russell.)

As the gases formed from the decomposition of the constit-
uents of the milk generally have a disagreeable odor, the presence
of baecteria, which cause such decomposition, is indicated by a
foul odor of the curd. Of course all odors in the curd may not

F'1G. 2—Curd from a tainted milk. Large, irregular holes mechanical: small
pinholes due to gas.

be results of bacterial action, but odors may have been absorbed
by the milk from the surrounding atmosphere and may to an
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expert give indication of the place in which milks have been kept.
[Furthermore, it must be understood that odors can be produced
from the feed of the cow.

It is not elaimed that these curds show the presence of typhoid,
scarlet fever, diphtheria germs, ete., neither does the bacterial
count, but they give the inspector knowledge of what milks are
not produced under suitable conditions, and as danger lurks in
uncleanliness, they give him the cue as to which require special
inspection.  Where these tests are skilfully made, it will be found

Fig, 3.—Curd from foul milk,

that the special inspection of premises will confirm the conclusions
reached by the curd tests.

Sometimes the curds formed are of a slimy, pasty nature,
indicating an abnormal milk, and indicate to the inspector the
need of special inspection of the conditions under which that
milk has been produced or sold.

Curds from pasteurized milk have invariably been found soft
and mushy, due to the elimination of natural caleium salts in the
process of pasteurization, which retards to some extent rennet
action. This furnishes the inspector a clue to the detection of
effectively pasteurized milk. In pasteurized milk the lactic-acid
bacteria are destroyed, and therefore the character of the curd
will be different from that in a normal run of milk.

In the month of August, 1904, the Wisconsin Dairy and Food
Commission made a very thorough inspection of the milk supply
in seven Wisconsin cities. The objects sought by this inspection



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































