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CHAPTER V

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF RESEARCHES ON THE
MICROBIOLOGY OF SYPHILIS

Tue study of the Microbiology of Syphilis is a subject which
presents very considerable interest, not only from the point of
view of the sciences of microbiology and syphilography, but also
because it cannot fail to attract the attention of every one who is
interested in the progress of knowledge in general, and the
progress of scientific research and deductions in particular.

At one period of medicine, when it was thought that most
maladies were caused by disturbances in the functions of the
organism, although some, at any rate, of our affections were
admitted to have their origin from the outside world, it was
gene held that contagious diseases were caused by some

ﬁnﬁ which was easily transmitted to the perfectly normal
human frame.

This was from the very first the case in syphilis, for it was
seen that without any predisposition of the organism it was quite
enough for some trace of specific poison to penetrate into our
tissues, for man with certainty to contract the malady. It was
thus quite natural to suppose that some microscopical organism
was the cause of syphilis, and that this was capable of growth
and multiplication in the human body.

Indeed, we can say that the microbiology of syphilis dates
back to a period even before that of microbiology itself ; for even
at a time when we were still without a single precise idea with
regard to the part played by microbes in fermentation, it was
supposed that the real cause of syphilis was to be found in certain
minute organisms which occurred in syphilitic lesions.

Indeed, no less than twenty years before the discovery by
Pasteur of lactic acid fermentation, discussions were already
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PLATE X

Note undulant membrane,

b, Sperochaete pallida, on dark field in ¢, spirochdels Yefringens, on dark field 1n
Reichert's ultra-microscope. Reichert's ultra-microscope.






PLATE X1

a. Spirochaele pallida, Photomicrograph under high magnification.
Photographed by reflected light.

b. A specimen of Spirochacte pallida, Photomicrograph, Magn. 4500 diameters,
Photographed by raflected light, The circular body above the
Spirochaete is a red blood corpuscle.






PraTE XII

. Spirochacls pallida,

b, Spirochaefe pallida.








































































