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82 THE FORT OF EILOKHERI OR KILUGHERI.

The Fort of Kilokheri, Kilugheri, Kasr Mu'izzi, or
Naia Shahr.—This fort was built by Sultan Kai Qubid, the
andson of Balban, in the village of Kilokheriin the year 685
A. H. (1286 A. D.). That Kilokheri was a place of some
importance, and a royal residence even before the time of
Kai Qubdd, is evident from the history of Minhdj-
us-Sirdj, who published his Tabagdt-i-Nasiri, in the reign
of Balban. Itis related that when Nasr-uddin received the
ambassador of Haldku Khdn, the soldiers formed a street
from the palace of Kushak Sabz to the “mnew city of
Kilugheri, at the royal residence.”

Kai Qubdd, however, raised the city to greater importance.
He “ laid out a beautiful garden at Kilughari on the banks
of the Jamna. Thither he retired, with the mnobles and
attendants of his Court, and when it was seen that he had
resolved upon residing there, the nobles and officers also built
E‘.laces and dwellings, and taking up their abode there,
ilugheri became a popular place.”® When Jaldl-uddin
Firoz Shih Khilji rebelled and established himself at Bahdrpur,
Kai Qubid was “ kicked to death in his palace at Kilokheri.”
Jalal-uddin was, by popular consent enthroned here in
the year 688 A.lL. (1289 A.D.). Not being able to march into
Delhi, Jilal-uddin finished the fort of Kai Qubdd, made
Kilokheri his capital and lived in 1t. In the course of a
few years, Kilokheri came to be known as Naid Shahr,
or New City, and Qil'ah Rai Pithora as Purdna Delhi or
Old Delha.

Kushak Lal of Jalal-uddin Khilji—Syud Ahmed
Khin calls the palace of Jalil-uddin, Kushak Lil or Naid
Shahr, but I am unable to follow any authority ; nor
is it historically true, as stated Ly the Syud, that Naid
Shahr was ever called Naia Delhi. According to Ibn Batuta,
Jalal-uddin Khilji “ built the palace which bears his name ;"
but for this statement he alone 1s responsible, for it 1s
not repeated by any other historian, Nothing remains
of Kushak Ldl Syud Ahmed Khidn further states that

*  Barni,
















































98 'ADILABAD OR MUHAMMADABAD,

'Adilabad or Muhammadabad. —To the south of Tugh-
laqibad are its two pendent forts ; the one built on small rocks
on its south-eastern corner is known as Muhammadabid, after |
Muhammad Shih Tughlaq, or ’Adildbad from adil—just—for
it was one of Muhammad’s weaknesses to consider himselt the
ideal of a just man. It is strange to notice that, after

iving him the blackest possible character, Ibn Batuta

oes not hesitate to add, “in spite of this, he is one who
exhibits the greatest E(Tit:.r. ” The fort to the south west of &
Tughlagdibdd is known by such a variety of names as would
lead one to suppose that it has the advantage of a periodical
change in its nomenclature : by some it is called the Emperor’s
Fort, by others the Washerman’s Fort or the Right Fort.

Both ’Adilibdd and the second small fort are miniatures
of Tughlaqdbdd, having been built in the style of the fort of
Tughlaq Shdh, with sloping walls, huge blocks of stones, and
enc%uaing both a citadel and a city. The circuit of ’Adila-
bad does not extend beyond half a mile ; that of the second
fort is even less, § In both forts the citadel is built on an
elevated position, and commands a suburb enclosed by a line of
wall}In’Adilibdd the main gateway is also the entrance to the
citadel ; the outer wall encloses the “ protected suburb”
which is to the south of the citadel, here it meets the
eastern wall of the citadel, and s connected with Tughlaqdbdd
“ by a double wall along the causeway, which crosses the
intervening low ground.” In the citadel of this fort was the
famous palace of Hazdr Sathun, the palace with a thousand @
pillars, being the second building of that name ; the first
was built by ’Ald-uddin Khilji on the grounds which were
“atterwards the enclosed suburbs known as Jahdn-

andh.” Syud Abmed Khin’s description¥of this Palace is
Eardly correct ; the pillars are said to have been cut out lof
marble and the building was “ not unlikely three-storeyed
high.” I prefer, however, Ibn Batuta’s authority who describes
the hall of audience as an immense chamber of “ a thousand
columns. These pillars are of varnished wood,fand support a
wooden roof, painted in the most admirable style.”

—

The second fort, though smaller in size, resembles its asso-
ciated fort in every other respect ;its grounds are covered with
the ruins of a citadel and of a bazar or cantonment. These
ruing are interspersed with worked fragments of red sandstone.










































112 JAMA'ATH KHANAH, OR THE MOSQUE OF NIZAM-UDDIN,

about 48 feet high : 36 feet to the top of the roof and 12
feet more to the tup of the centre dome, The side domes are
6 feet from the roof of the mosque, The body of the
mosque consists of three rooms ; the centre room, which sup-
ports a low dome about 52 feet in diameter, is ahout 54 feet
long from E. to W,, and 46 feet broad from N. to S ;
the side rooms, which are covered with two domes each,
are about 54 feet long from E. to W, and 20 feet
broad from N. to S. The domes are built of stone
and masonry, and are covered with plaster, the inside being
faced with red sand-stone. The centre room of the mosque
is entered through an arched gateway about 15 feet high ;
from the floor about twn-thirdgaﬂ of the entrances of the side
rooms are covered with red sand-stone lattice screens, in the
centre of which are the doors, The main entrance to the
mosque is differently constructed ; the recessed arch itself is
covered with a screen of red sand-stone lattice work containin
a wide door-way. On either side of this door is an arch
window covered with stone lattice work, which admits light
and air into the rooms of the mosque ; to the right of the
southern window is an inscription which gives the date of
Nizédm-uddin’s death ; but it is comparatively modern and
possesses No historical value.{ The roof of the mosque is pro-
tected by spear head stone ornaments instead of the more
. common battlemented parapet)

Three lofty arched recesses in the inner western wall of
the building point to the sacred side to which prayers are
offered ; they are built entirely of red sand-stone ; the pulpit
stands between the centre arch and the arch on its left.
The bands round the arches are ornamented with inscriptions
from the Qordn. From the centre of the middle dome hangs
an inverted cup held by a thin chain, The cup 1s supposed
to be made of gold, but for this statement 1 am unable to

vouch.

- e ——

The Spring or Baoli of Nizam-uddin. —Walking out
of the enclosure of Nizdm-uddin’s tomb through a door in its
northern wall, the visitor enters another enclosure within
which this spring is situated. The building of this Bioli
was the ciuse of the troubles of Nizdim-uddin with Ghids-
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162 THE TOMB OF BAHLOL LODIL

endence.” At length, in the year 849 A. H. (1445 A. D))
uhammad Shéh died, and he was buried in the village
of Khairptir. The tomb of Muhammad Shah bears such close
resemblance to that of Mubdrak Shah, that no special descrip-
tion of itis necessary,

Fergusson gives a beautiful sketch of this tomb in his
History of Architecture, (Vol. I1. p. 653.) «“ It consists of an
octagonal apartment,” says he, *“ about 50 feet in diameter,
surrounded by a verandah following the same form, each Béing
ornamented by three arches of the stilted pointed form” gene-
rally adopted by the Pathans, and it 1s supported by double

square columns, which are almost as universal with them as
the form of arch.”

The Tomb of Bahlol Lodi—This tomb was built
in 894 A. H. (1488 A. D.) by Sikandar Lodi, the son of
Bahlol Lodi, who brought the body of his father from Badhouli,
and buried it here. It stands outside the western wall of the
enclosure of the shrine of Nasir-uddin Chirdgh Delhi, in

a garden known as Judh Bagh ; it is 44 feet square, with

three arched doors on each side ; the pillars of these arches
are of red sand-stone, about two feet square and about
eight feet high. The spandrels of the arches are ornamented
with medallions, over which projects a deep stone weathering,
the roof being protected by a heavy stone and masonry
embattled parapet, about 18 feet from the floor. The
floor of the tomb is paved with red sand-stone, “ but
the grave-stone of carved stoneis still visible ;it is now of a
dark brown colour, the result [ presume of discoloration.”t
Above the tomb 1s surmounted by five masonry domes,
the centre one being somewhat higher than the rest, and
ornamented with vertical flutings.

The tomb is now occupied by the Khidam of Chirdgh
Delhi’s shrine, _

Within a few yards of this tomb is a 33 feet square room,
the walls of which are covered with perforated red sand-

# Babar mentions in his Memoirs, that after the conquest of Delhi he wvigited
“the tombs and gardens of Sultan Bahl)l and Sultan Sikander” Lodi : it ia
very likely that the present barren neighbourhood of the tomb was once a garden.

+ Tremlatt,




































































































































































































































































































































268 SONEHRIMAMJID, ORTHEGOLDEN MOSQUE OFROSHAN-UDDOU LA,

From 7 in the morning to4 in the evening Delhi was
given up to massacre: “the bad people of the cit
abandoned it and the good suffered.” The city kotwal reported
the death of thousands and the scene of the massacre
extended to the following localities : from the Lahore
Gate of the city to the old 'Idgah, near Jahdnumd ; to the
north as far as the Pari Mosque, and to the
south, beyond the Delhi Gate of the eity; * round
the Jama Masjid” and “ towards Pahar ganj, the root ot the
troubles,” and those who were made prsoners here
were taken to the bank of the Jumna and beheaded.
“The quarters first attacked were those occupied by
jewellers, Sharafs, bankers and merchants.”* Some of
the noblemen of Delhi, who were well affected to the foreig-
ners and Nadir Shdh, were defended by the Qazlbash,
and “small neighbourhoods were spared in this manner”
Muhammad Shdh, alarmed at the reports which bad reached
him, sent a messenger to Nidir Shdh and begged for forgive-
ness ; the tyrant relented and spared the people of Delhi * for
the sake of Shah Muhammad.” Another account states, that
Mirzd Mehdi, the physician of Nddir Shah, was seated on the
steps ot the mosque, when Asif Jah, Prime Minister of Shdh
Muhammad, brought him a long-winded petition and begged
for mercy. The Mirzd remarked to Asif Jdh, that before the
petition was finished the whole of Delhi would be depopulated,
and requested that the Vazir should revise it. Asif Jih,
alarmed and distracted, left the matter in the hands of Mirza
Mehdi who, advancing towards Nadir Shah, respeetfully
repeated the following verse :

The Prime Minister of Hindustan, bare-headed and with eyes
full of tears,

Is anxious to know whether your victory-seeking soldiers are to
wash their hands in blood or water ?

“1 have forgiven the citizens of Delhi, said Nadir, “for
the sake of the Vazir’s grey beard.” “ And such,” says the
historian, “ was the state of discipline in the army, that when
the order for peace was given, even the murderer drew
back his sword from the throat of his would-be vietim.”

————

* The Khunf Darwézah or the Bloody Gale, is the popular name of the weste
extremity of the Dariba, a well-known street, which is still occupied by jewellerl;?
bankers and merchants, \
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