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which appears to have placed the power
of its extinetion in the hands of a Protes-
tant nation ; and the collateral connexion
of the subject, with some of the most im-
portant questions now in agitation ;—all .
seem to unite in rendering a translation
of M. Dellon’s work likely to prove ac-
ceptable to the public.

The Tribunal of the Inquisition still
exists with dormant but not stifled ener-
gies; and continues to act with undimi-
nished hostility to literature, reason and
liberty, even in modern Europe ; though
with less ostentatious publicity, than in
Dellon’s time in Asia. The same spirit
evidently pervades the system ; the same
laws and maxims regulate its action.

¢ Inquisition, for the pretended Crime of Free Ma-
“ sonry,”—in July, 1802 ;—and, “ A Letter upon the
¢ mischievous Influence of the Spanish Inquisition, as
“ it actually exists in the Provinces under the Spanish
“ GGovernment,” translated from ‘‘ El Espanol,” a pe-
riodical journal now publishing in London. Also see
‘“ Buchanan’s Memoirs.”
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It is surely with reluctance, that the
people of the 19th century must admit the
fact, that the illumination and liberality
of the Christian world, have not long
#&ince devoted the Inquisition and its prac-
tices to the page of history alone! But
what will future ages say, when it is re-
corded in the annals of imperial Britain,
that even at this period, the tower of Jug-
gernaut, and the dens of the Inquisition
were supported by her protection ?

The Translator is sensible of the de-
fects of his performance ; but he may be
permitted to palliate the objection, if not
excuse the fault, by observing that it was
executed amidst very different avocations;
and with more anxiety, perhaps, for its
completion, than its excellence. He pre-
tends to no other merit than that of
Fidelity. In no instance, to the best of

his judgment, has he deviated from, or
‘altered, the meaning of the author; but

he has sometimes found it necessary to
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reader. Who, after perusing the follow-
ing pages, could suppose that all the
author’s sufferings were richly I'Epﬂ;ld by
the opportunity afforded to lay the rela-
dion at the feet of the beaufiful Mademoi-
selle Du Cambout de Coislin, (whose
portrait is judiciously prefixed!) Or that
its circulation was less to be desired for
the sake of the information it conveyed,
than to preserve her illustrions name, and
remain a proof of his eternal respect,
&c. &e. !

It remains only to add, that the copy
from which this translation is made, was
printed at Paris-in 1684, and is, as well
as a translation probably published about
the same time, extremely scarce.

The “Account of Bower’s escape from

the Inquisition, at Macerata,” which is
~annexed, came into the hands of the
Translator several years ago. To pretend






ADVERTISEMENT

BY THE AUTHOR.

IT is but too common. to find books
whose pompous titles promise a great deal,
but which, deceiving the reader’s expec-
tation, contain any thing but what they
profess. A different method has been
adopted in the present work ; and those
who will take the trouble to peruse it
will confess, that the title inadequately
describes the contents.

I have confined myself to giving a
faithful relation of what I have observed
in the Inquisition, without interrupting it
by many remarks; leaving my readers at
liberty to make them for themselves.
Those who have some slight knowledge
of the Holy Office, will have no hesitation
to believe all that I relate, and that I
have not exaggerated any thing; and.

A
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however extraordinary the proceedings
and formalities of the Inquisition may
appear, the reader may be assured that T
have stated nothing but what is strictly
true.

I do not pretend to censure the Inqui-
sition itself; I am even willing to admit
that the institution may be good ; and it
is certain that in those places where it
originated, so much severity has not been
exercised as in Spain and Portugal, and
in the countries dependant on those
crowns where it has been planted ; but,
like all human establishments, which,
though pure in design, are subject to re-
laxation and abuse, it is not surprising
that these have also found their way into
the tribunals of the Holy Office.

It is then the abuse only, of which I
complain ; yet the inquisitors who affect
such profound secrecy as to every thing
respecting their tribunals, may be dis-
pleased at the liberty of exposing matters
the concealment of which so materially
conecerns them @ but, besides that the dis-









ACCOUNT, &e.

CHAPTER L

The motives of giving this account to the public.

Every one knows in general what is meant by
the Inquisition ; that it is established in certain
places, as Italy, Spain, Portugal, and the greatest
part of the countries which are dependant upon
them ; and that the judges execute a system of
jurisprudence, unknown to other tribunals, with
extreme rigour over the people under their
power. It is also understood that the exercise
of this severity is not equal nor general ; as the
Inquisition in Spain is more severe than that in
Italy, and less so than that in Portugal and its
colonies. The maxims of this unprecedented
jurisprudence, their éxamination, and many of
their results, may be found in several publica-
tions ; but I know of no one who has dared to
speak of what passes under the secrecy of the
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tribunal. Its officers are too deeply interested
in maintaining its jurisdiction, to withdraw the
veil ; and as to those who, having had transac-
tions with them, are acquainted with their prac-
tices, and may have reason to be dissatisfied with
them, the dread of the horrid tortures inflicted
onthose convicted of breaking the oath of secrecy
imposed before their liberty is restored, renders
the mysteries of the Inquisition so impenetrable,
that it is almost impossible ever to learn the
truth, without being so unfortunate as to be
conducted into- its prisons, and thus acquiring
experimental knowledge ; or from the informa-
tion of one who has happily not sunk under that
misfortune, and who, when enclosed in the
frightful solitudes of the Holy Office, must
have carefully noted all that occurred during
his detention, and after his liberation can
relate in safety what he has suffered and ob-
served. _
These various reasons operate to prevent
many persons from being acquainted with the
transactions of this formidable tribunal. And
as, next to the duty we owe to God, we have
none more incumbent than that of serving our
neighbour, and more Especia:lly the public, I
conceive myself bound to present it with a re-
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cital of my sufferings, and observations in the
prisons of the Inquisition; to which I shall
subjoin what I have been told by persons wor-
thy of credit, whom I have known intimately,
both during the period of my incarceration and
since my release.

I have long hesitated as to the publication
of this account; for eight years have elapsed
since my return to France, and upwaids of four
since the account was written. I was afraid to
offend the Holy Office and to break my oath ;
and my apprchension was increased by some
pious but timid people, who entertained similar
sentiments.  Others, equally religious, but
whom I thought more enlightened, afterwards
convinced me, that it was important to the
public in many respects to be thoroughly in-
structed as to this tribunal, and that the rela-
tion might even be serviceable to the gentlemen.
of the Holy Office, if they knew how to profit
by it, and still more so to those who have the
power to regulate its proceedings, and restrain
its jurisdiction: and that with regard to an
oath, so unjustifiably extorted as that exacted
by the Inquisition, under the dread of being
burnt, general utility was a sufficient dispensa-
tion to the conscience of the party taking it,



8

and consequently imposed a sort of obligatioft
upon him to communicate what he knew.

Such are the motives which have induced
me to withhold, and at length to publish, this
account ; and if the retention has deprived the
world of a particle of useful information, it will
at least excuse me from the charge of precipi-
~ tation, and prove that the recital is not influ-
enced by the ill-usage I have sustained.

It remains only to observe, that what I have
to say of the Inquisition of Goa, ought to be
understood of those of Portugal and Spain ;
for, though the latter is less cruel than the two
others, inasmuch as the public executions, called
Acts of Faith, are less frequent in that country ;
and though ignorance is more prevalent in the
Indies than in Portugal ; yet it may be inferred
from a narrative which appeared in the Gazette
of France of the 22d of August 1680, that the
same spirit, the same rules, and the same rigour
direct all the executions of the Inquisition in
each of those countries; since there are cir-
cumstances there stated even more horrible than
those of the Act of Faith in which I bore a
part.
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CHAP. II.

Ostensible causes of my imprisonment.

I was staying at Damaun, a town in the
East Indies, in possession of the Portuguese, to
rest from the fatigues I had endured in various
voyages, and to recruit myself for the more
ample gratification of my passion for travelling;
but where I had hoped to find repose, I en-
countered the commencement of troubles infi-
nitely greater than those which I had previously
borne.

An unfounded jealousy imbibed against me
by the governor of Damaun was the true
cause of the persecutions I have suffered from
the ministers of the Inquisition. It may easily
be supposed that this was not alledged in the
accusation brought against me; but, to serve
the revenge of the governor, other pretexts
were used, and the means at length contrived
to banish me from the Indies, in which I might
else have passed the remainder of my life.

It must be allowed that though the avowed
grounds might be unsatisfactory to persons in-
structed in the faith and the truth, they were

B
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quite sufficient with a people actuated by such
prejudices and principles as the Portuguese;
in which light they appeared to be so plausible,
¥ha.t it was not until the conclusion of the affair
that I discovered the real motives of my arrest.

The first opportunity which I gave to my
enemies to resort to the Inquisition for my ruin,
was a conversation with an Indian priest, a
Theologian of the order of St. Dnmlmc :—DBut,
before I proceed, I ought to sa}r, that though
my conduct might not be entirely conform-
able to the sanctity of the religion in which I
was baptized, I have ever been attached to
the faith of my ancestors, that is, to the
Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman Church; and
that God hath endowed me with more respect
for its doctrines, than the generality of christi-
ans seem to feel towards them. I have always
delighted in hearing and reading, and never
read any thing with more enthusiasm than the
Holy Scriptures, as well the Old as the New
Testament, which I usually carried about my
person. 1 had taken pains to acquire a know-
ledge of scholastic theology, because in exten-
sive travels all descriptions of men, of every
religion and sect, are to be met with; and 1
disputed freely with Heretics and Schismatics.
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I possessed several books upon the subject,
and had received much information, both from
discourse and study, during the leisure afforded
by my voyages, and my residence in various
parts of India. I therefore conceived that
I was able to enter the lists with even pro-
fessed Theologians, and innocently fell into the
snare with this priest. I lodged with the Do-
minicans, at their pressing invitation, and we
lived together in great kindness and familiarity.
I had even rendered them services on several
occasions, to prove my gratitude for the honour
they had done me, and the friendship they testi-
fied. We frequently entered into conversation,
and that which I had with the priest I have
named, was upon the effects of baptism,.—
We agreed upon the three kinds which the
Catholic Church acknowledges; and it was
merely for the sake of argument, and not from
doubt, that I proposed to deny the efficacy of
that which is called Flaminis ; and to support my
opinion, I adduced the passage, ¢ Eacept a
man be born of water and of the spirit, &c.”
(John iii. 5.) I had scarcely ceased speaking
when the good father withdrew without making
any reply, as if he had been called away by some
urgent business, and, as it appears, went to
B 2
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denounce me to the Comnﬁ'ssary of the Holy
Office. I was often afterwards in his company,
and as he shewed no coolness towards me, I
was far from thinking him unfriendly.

I have frequently been where little cabinets,
on which are painted the figures of the Holy
ergm, or some other saint, have been carried
round. The Portuguese are accustomed to sa-
lute the image, and those who are devoted to
the fraternity place their alms in the box. Every
person is at liberty to give or not; but the kiss
cannot be dispensed with, without offending
the assistants. I was then only twenty-four
years of age, and had not all the prudence
which a person ought to have who lives amongst
strangers, to whose customs he should conform
as much as possible'; and as I had not witnessed
these ceremonies before, I sometimes refused
to receive and kiss the cabinet,—whence it was
concluded, (surely too rashly!) that I despised
the image, and was consequently heretical.

I once happened to be at the house of a
Portuguese gentleman, whose son was to be
bled for some indisposition; and I observed that
the youth had an ivory image of the Holy Vir-
gin in his bed, which he reverenced much, and
often kissed and addressed himself to it. This
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mode of worshipping images is usual amongst
the Portuguese, and gave me some disturbance ;
because, being misinterpreted by the Heretics,
they are thereby more than by any other reason
prevented from returning to the Church. I
told the youth that if he did not take care, his
blood would spirt upon the image; and, on his
replying that he could not part with it, I inti-
mated that it would embarrass the operation.
He then reproached me by saying, that the
French were Heretics, and did not worship -
images. To which I answered, that we ought
to honour them; and that if we might be allowed
to use the word ¢ worship,” it could be with
reference to those of our Saviour alone, whilst
the adoration related to the person only repre-
sented by them; and I quoted the Council of
Trent, session 25. |

About the same time, it chanced that one
of my neighbours came to me, and seeing a
crucifix at the head of my bed, said, « If you
should happen to bring any female home with
you sir, do not forget to cover this image!”’
“ How!” said I, « do you think it is possible
to hide ourselves from God; and, like your dis-
solute women after locking up their rosaries and
relics, believe you may abandon yourself with-
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out delinquency to all sorts of cxcess? Pray,
sir, entertain more elevated sentiments of the
deity, and do not fancy that a slender veil can
conceal our sins from the eyes of God, who
clearly penetrates every secret of our hearts.
Is this crucifix more than a piece of ivory?”

~ Here we ended; and my neighbour, on re-
tiring, acquitted himself of his supposed duty,
by denouncing me to the Commissary of the
Inquisition; for it is proper to state, that every
person resident in places subject to the Holy
Office is obliged, under pain of the greater
excommunication, reserved to the Grand Inqui-
sitor, to denounce, within thirty days, whatever
he has heard or witnessed on matters within
the cognizance of the tribunal:—and because
many do not fear the penalty, or doubt whether
they have incurred it; in order to oblige the
people to pay implicit obedience to this com-
mand, the inquisitors have declared, that those
who fail in making this denunciation within the
time prescribed, shall be reputed guilty, and
punished as if they had themselves committed
the crime they have not revealed. The conse-
quence of which is, that friends betray their
friends, fathers their children, and children,
through zeal without discretion, forget the duty
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which God and nature impress upon them
towards those from whom they derive exist-
ence.

The obstinacy with which I objected to wear
a rosary contributed to confirm the belief of
my heresy, no less than my refusal to salute the
images. But what tended more than any thing
to my imprisonment and condemnation was,
that being in a company where moral justice
was treated of, I said, ¢ that it deserved rather
the term of injustice; since man, judging
from appearances which are often deceptious,
was liable to make inequitable decisions; and
that God, only knowing things as they are, he
alone ¢ould be called truly just.” Some one
present observed ¢ that, generally speaking,
what I had said was true; but a distinction was
to be made ;—for if true justice was not to be
found in France, they had the advantage of a
tribunal whose decrees were not less just, nor
less infallible than those of Jesus Christ.”
Well knowing that he alluded to the Inquisi-
tion, I asked, ¢ if he thought the inquisitors
less human, or less subject to their passions
than other judges?” ¢ Do not answer me in
that manner,” replied the defender of the
Holy Office; ¢ if the inquisitors composing
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the tribunal are infallible, it is because the
Holy Ghost perpetually dictates their decisions.””
I could not long endure a discourse which ap-
peared to me to be so irrational ; and to prove
to him by example that the inquisitors were any
thing but what he represented them to be, I
related to him the adventures of Father Ephraim
de Nevers, a Capuchin, and Apostolic Missi-
onary in the Indies, who, as M. de la Boulaye
le Gou informs us in his Travels, had been
arrested by the Inquisition from pure malice
about seventeen years before, and had been
confined and ill treated for a length of time;
and I concluded by telling him, that I did not
doubt that this priest was more virtucas and
more enlightened than those who had caused
him to be immured in a prison, without per-
mission even to repeat his breviary. I con-
cluded by saying, that I thought it was fortunate
for France that this severe Tribunal had not
been introduced there, and most happy for my-
self that I was not subject to its Jurisdicticn.
This conversation was exactly reported to the
Father Commissary; and, added to what I had
broached before, ultimately occasioned the pro-
cess against me. *
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there was not even in what I had said any thing
positively criminal; but he advised me, never-
theless, to accommodate myself a little to the
habits of the people, and to speak less freely of
such subjects; and particularlyrespectingimages,
‘which I had repeatedly declared, and had at-
tempted to prove by reference to the scriptures
and the fathers, ought not to be worshipped;
that the people, it was true, were led away by
some slight errors, which passed for genuine
religion, but that it did not become me to un-
dertake to correct and reform them.

I thanked the Commissary for his good ad-
vice, and left him with much satisfaction; be-
cause I knew that, being my own accuser, be-
fore I was convicted, I could not, by the laws
of the Inquisition, be further charged. I was
also extremely delighted with the justice and
integrity of this good father, who not thinking
me culpable, had freely given me directions
how to conduct myself with such caution for
the future, asnot to give occasion for the slight.
est shadow of suspicion,

c 2
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CHAP. X.

Containing the real causes of my detention, and
the manner of my arrest.

Avraovcn what I have stated in the pre-
ceding Chapters was more than sufficient for
my destruction, according to the maxims of the
Inquisition, and the customs of the country;
matters would not have proceeded either so
far, or so hastily, if the governor of Damaun,
Manuel Furtado de Mendoza, had not been in-
stigated by the jealousy to which I have alluded.
His dissimulation was such, that he appeared
to be one of my best friends, though secretly
pressing the Commissary of the Holy Office to
write to the Inquisition at Goa, to communi-
cate to them the expressions I had used; being
determined mnot to suffer the opportunity to
escape, which I had inadvertently afforded
him, of making sure of me, and driving me
from Damaun for ever. The cause of the go-
vernor’s jealousy was, the frequent but innocent
visits which I paid to a lady whom he admired,
(and by whom he was truly beloved, which I
then knew not,) and, as he judged from appear-
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ances only, he imagined I was more favourably
received than himself,

A black priest, Secretary to the Holy Office,
who lived opposite the lady’s house, was as
much enamoured as the governor; and had re-
peatedly solicited her to gratify his infamous
passion, even when at confession, as the lady
berself informed me.

On noticing my attentions, he became as
jealous as the governor; and although he had
hitherto been on friendly terms with me, and
I had even done him some important services,
he eagerly joined with Don Manuel Furtadoin
oppressing me.

The rivals; thus umted, urged the commis-
sary so unremittingly, that upon the informa.
tion, which, at their entreaty, he sent to Goa,
he received an order from the inquisitors for
my arrest; which was executed in the evening
of the 24th of August, 1673, on my return from
the house of a lady of great respectability,
called Signora Donna Francisca Pereira, the
wife of one of the principal gentlemen of the
town, Manuel Peixotte da Gama. This lady,
who was about sixty years of age, considered
herself indebted to me for the lives of her eldest
daughter, and her grand-danghter; and indeed
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I was so fortunate as to be of service. The
daughter fell sick when the mother was from
home, and the unskilfulness of a Pundit,or Indian
physician, had reduced her to the last extremity,
when I was called in. I treated the disorder
as I thought proper, and she recovered. On
the mother’sreturn, (overjoyed at the restoration
of her beloved daughter,) her grand-child, who
was, if possible, more endeared to her, became
indisposed, and was in greater danger than her
aunt had been; but, as before, I was not sent
for to the little invalid at first, but delayed
until her case was desperate. 1 found her
in a high fever, and although on the point
of delirium, the Indian physician, instead of
letting her blood, had covered her head with
pepper, which 1 immediately caused to be
removed. My applications were successful, and
in a few days she was perfectly convalescent.
From that time the lady, impressed with grati-
tude, overwhelmed me with presents, and wish-
ing that I should reside near her, had allotted
me a house opposite to her own. It was on the
very day on which she presented me with this
house, and as I was quitting the mansion of
this generous lady, in order to return to my re-
sidence, when the Criminal Judge of the town
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accosted me, and commanded me to follow him
to the prison; whither I was conducted, without
deigning to acquaint me by what authority,
until after I entered it.

Great as was my surprise when this officer
arrested me, yet, as I felt conscious of no crime,
and believed that at the most I had been appre-
hended for some slight matter, I imagined
(with sufficient reason) that Manuel Furtado,
who had always professed much regard for me,
would not suffer me to remain all night in pri-
son ; but when my conductor told me that it
was by order of the Inquisition, my astonish-
ment was so extreme that I was for some time
motionless. On recollecting myself a little, I
requested to speak to the Commissary, but to
complete my distress, they told me he had set
off that day for Goa. So that no comfort was
left me but the hope which every one encou-
raged, that I should be soon discharged; be-
cause the Holy Office was not only just in its
decisions, but it was infinitely more disposed
to mercy, and especially towards those who
confessed their faults with a good grace, with.
out long solicitation.

All these fine speeches did not prevent my
feeling my present misfortune very sensibly,
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CHAP. XI.

Description of the prison of Damaun. I wrile to
the Inquisitors without success. The extreme
misery of the prisoners. :

Tue prisen of Damaun is adjacent to, but
below the level of the river, and is consequently
damp and unhealthy. A few years since it
was inundated, by a hole which had been made
in the wall by some prisoners for the purpose
of escaping.

The walls are very thick. The prison con-
sists of two large halls on the ground floor, and
one above; the men being confined in the
lower, and the women in the higher story. The
largest of the lower halls is about forty feet in
length, by fifteen feet in breadth, and the lesser
one 1s about two-thirds of those dimensions.
About forty persons were confined in these
rooms, without any other place for answering
the ordinary demands of nature; and where
the collected water formed a pool in the centre
of each apartment. The women had no other
convenience on their floor; but with this advan-
tage, that the water ran off from their hall and

»
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prudence, than from any ill intention. My
letter was faithfully delivered; but, contrary to
my wishes, and the hope of my friends, I re-
ceived no answer, and was allowed to languish
in this noisome and dark dungeon, along with
several blacks, who, as well as myself, had been
arrested by order of the Holy Office.

The considerate benevolence of the gene-
‘rous Donna Francisca, which was undiminished

during the whole period of my imprisonment
at Damaun, made it rather more supportable.
That noble lady was not content with send-
‘ing me mere necessaries only, but I daily re-
~ceived from her sufficient to maintain four per-
sons, both plentifully and luxuriously. She
herself took the trouble to prepare my victuals,
and the slave who brought them was regularly
accompanied by one of her grandsons, to wit-
ness the delivery, lest any of her domestics, or
the gaoler, might be suborned to poison me;
and, as she could not personally visit me, she
caused her husband, her children, or her sons
in law, to come to me every day.

The other prisoners were not so fortunate.
As there is no appointed subsistence for them,
the magistrates refer the charge to the charity
of those who may be disposed to bestow it; and

D 2 g
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there being but two persons in the town
who distributed food to them regularly twice a
week, (the greater part having nothing during
the remainder,) they were reduced to so pitiful
a condition, as to contribute, in no small
degree, to encrease my own,

I gave them all I could spare from my al-
lowance; but some of these poor wretches, who
were not confined in the same apartment, were
so pressed by hunger as to be compelled to de-
vour their own excrements. Upon this occa-
sion I learnt, that some years before, about
fifty Malabar pirates, having been taken and
thrown into this prison, the horrible famine
which they suffered induced forty of them to
strangle themselves with the linen of their
turbans.

The distress I witnessed induced me to
write to the governor and the principal people
in the town, who at length had the kindness to
send some relief to the wretched victims of the
Holy Office.
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CHAP. XII.

The return of the Father Commissary. My
removal to Goa.

Tuc Father Commissary, as I have already
stated, saw nothing criminal in the confession I
had voluntarily made to him; and though it had
been otherwise, I ought, according to the laws
of the Inquisition, to have remained at large;
but as that was not the intention of the gover-
nor or the black priest, the good father, super-
seding the laws in their favour, had accused me
as a dogmatizing heretic. He might have sent
me to the Inquisition at Goa immediately upon
my imprisonment, and had he so done I should
have been liberated three months afterwards,
at the Act of Faith in December; but it not
according with the views of my rivals that I
should be free so soon, the Commissary, so
far from transporting me to Goa, went thither
himself, to avoid my remonstrances and peti-
tions, and did not return until after the cele-
bration of the Act of Faith, that is, towards the
latter end of December. Whether he might
not employ the four months of his absence in
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representing me to the Inquisitor as a very bad
and dangerous man, whom it was necessary to
remove out of the Indies, I am ignorant; but I
have reason to suspect he did so, from the af-
fected severity of my sentence, which was con-
sidered to be extraordinary, even in Portugal,

The Commissary returned on the 20th of
December with the flotilla, which, at that sea-
son, usually escorts merchant ships from Goa
to Cambay.

The Father, who had an order to cause all
the prisoners of the Inquisition to embark in the
galliots, gave me notice to be ready to depart
when the fleet returned from Cambay.

M. I’Abbé Carré passing through Damaun,
on his return from St. Thomas’s, where M, de
la Haye then was, with much difficulty obtained
permission to see me; and had the goodness to
come to me on Christmas eve, and also the next
day, when he departed for Surat.

I wrote again to the Commissary, and en-
treated him, by different persons, that he would
permit me to speak to him; but neither my
letters, nor the solicitations of those who in-
terested themselves for me, could prevail upon
him; so justly apprehensive was he of being
reproached for his insincerity.



31

About this time, a Portuguese, called Manuel
Vas, with whom I was intimately acquainted,
being accused of having a wife in Portugal,
was arrested by an order of the Holy Office
for having married a second at Damaun, and
was lodged in the same prison with me.

My benevolent protectress being informed
that I was to be transferred to Goa, was not
neglectful to furnish me with provisions suffici-
ent for a much longer voyage than that I was
about to take. Part of the fleet returning from
Cambay on the last day of December, the
Commissary sent chains and fetters for the pri-
soners who were to depart with it. The blacks
were chained together two and two, but some of
them were so debilitated by hunger, that their
feet, which they had not power to use, were
unloosed on their embarking. The Portu-
guese and myself were honoured with separate
irons; and the Commissary had the politeness
to intimate that I might have the choice of
those destined for his countryman and myself.
To profit by his civility, I chose the most com-
modious, though the heaviest; and was con-
veyed with my feet in fetters in a Palanquin to
the banks of the river, where I met several of
my friends, whom I was allowed to embrace on









3%

Commissary of the Inquisition at that town
had detained for some time, in expectation of
an opportunity to send them to Goa.

They were all chained as we were. We re-
embarked on the seventh, and all the fleet
being assembled, and provided with necessaries,
we weighed anchor and sailed the next day.

Nothing remarkable occurred during the
rest of the voyage; we were always within sight
of land, and with a favourable breeze arrived
on the fourteenth on the bar of Goa.

Qur captains having previously apprized the
Inquisitor, we were landed the next day, and
led by his order to the Inquisition; but this not
being an audience day, one of the officers con-
ducted us to the prison of the Ordinary, that
is, of the Archbishop of Goa, called by the
Portuguese * Afjowvar.”” 1 was one of the first
who entered it, and afterwards saw all our
unfortunate company, which had been dispersed
during the voyage, come in by degrees.

This prison was more foul, dark, and hor-
rible than any one I had seen, and I doubt
whether there can be one more nauseous and
appalling. It is a sort of cavern, where the
day is but just distinguishable through an ex.
tremely narrow aperture, where the subtlest
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is called by the Portuguese, ¢ Mesa do Santa
Officia,” which signifies ¢ the Board of the Holy
Office,” was adorned with tapestry, composed
of taffety, in stripes of blue and citron colour.
At one extremity, was a large crucifix in relief,
reaching almost to the ceiling. In the centre
of the room was a platform, upon which stood
a table, about fifteen feet in length, and four
broad, with several armed chairs placed around
it. At one end of this table, and on the same
side as the crucifix, the Secretary sat on a fold- -
ing stool. I was placed opposite to him. Near
me, on the right, in an armed chair, was the
Grand Inquisitor of the Indies, Francisco Del-
gado Ematos, asecular priest, about forty years
of age. He was alone, because the second of the
two Inquisitors, usually resident at Goa, and
who is always a religious of the Dominican order,
had recently gone to Portugal, and his successor
had not been appointed.

Immediately upon entering the audience
chamber, I cast myself at the feet of my Judge,
with the design of affecting his feelings by my
suppliant attitude ; but he would not suffer it,
and commanded me to rise. Having asked my
name and profession, he interrogated me if 1
knew the occasion of my arrest, exhorting me
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to confess it freely, as the only means of obtain-
ing a prompt discharge. After satisfying him
as to the two first inquiries, I told him that I be-
lieved I did know the cause of my detention, and
that if he would have the goodness to hear me,
I was ready mstantly to become my own ac-
cuser. Iadded tearsto my entreaties, and again
prostrated myself before him; but my Judge,
without the slightest emotion, said, that there
was no haste; that he had other matters more
important, than mine to attend to, and that he
would let me know when he should have leisure
for it; and taking up a little silver bell, which
was laid before him, rang for the Alcaide, or
Gaoler of the Holy Office, who came in and
‘led me into a long gallery, not far distant, into
which the Secretary almost directly followed us.
My trunk was brought in and opened in my
presence. I was thoroughly searched, and
every thing about me was taken away, even to
some buttons, and a ring which I wore on my
finger, without leaving me any thing but my
rosary, my handkerchief, and some pieces of
gold which I had sewn into one of my garters,
and which they neglected to examine. An exact
iventory was immediately taken of the rest of
my property, but which has since proved to
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have been wholly useless, as nothing of value
was ever restored to me, although the Secretary
then declared that every thing should be given
back upen my release; and the Inquisitor him-
self often afterwards reiterated thesame promise.

The inventory being finished, the Alcaide
took me by the hand, and led me, bare-headed,
to a little cell, about ten feet square, 1 which I
was locked up alone, and saw no one until my
supper was brought in the evening. As I had
eaten nothing either that day or the preceding, 1
gladly took what was given to me, which enabled
me to take some rest during the night. When
my breakfast was brought the next morning, 1
requested to be allowed some books, and my
combs; but I found that books were not per-
mitted to any person, not even the Breviary
to priests; and that I should have no use for
combs, as they cut off my hair without delay,
which is the practice with all prisoners of what-
ever rank or sex, so soon as they enter the
prisons of the Holy Office, or the next day
after at the latest.

I shall here break off the recital of what
relates to myself, for the purpose of briefly de-
seribing the house itself, and the regulations
and formalities observed in it.
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and sometimes on Thursdays, a sausage. On
the latter days, also, they have meat to dinner
with a roll, as in the morning ; a dish of rice
and some ragout, with abundance of sauce to
mix with the rice, which is prepared with water
and salt only, On other days, they have nothing
but fish to dinner. The suppers chiefly consist
of bread, fried fish, a dish of rice, and a ragout
of fish or eggs, the sauce of which may be eaten
“with the rice ; but not any flesh, not even on
Easter-day. 1 imagine that this regimen is
used as much for the sake of economy, (fish
being very cheap in the Indies,) as to mortify
those who have incurred the pain of the greater
excommunication ; and at the same time, it
_ preserves them from the cruel disorder which
the Indians call Mordechi, proceeding from in-
digestion, and which is frequent and fatal in
these climates, especially in a place where exer.
cise cannot be taken.

The sick receive every necessary attentien
with the greatest care. Physicians and surgeons
visit them when required, and if the disease
becomes dangerous, confessors are introduced ;
but the Viaticum and Extreme Unction are
never administered in this house, nor is either
Sermon or Mass ever heard there.

F 2
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CHAP. XVII.
Of the different officers of the Inquisition.

Tuere are two Inquisitors at Goa. The
chief, called the Grand Inquisitor, is always a
secular priest; and the second, a religious of the
order of St. Domimic. The Holy Office has
also officers denominated Deputies of the Holy
Office, who are very numerous, and of all or-
ders of religious. They assist at the final deci-
sion of the cases of criminals, and in preparing
‘the accusations against them; but do not attend
the Tribunal, unless summoned by the Inqui-
sitors. There are others called Qualificadors of
the Holy Office, to whom is committed the
charge of examining the propositions in such
works as are suspected to contain any thing
contrary to the purity of the Holy Faith ; but
who do not assist at the judgments, and come
to the Tribunal only to make their reports.

There are besides, a Proctor and Solicitor ;
and Advocates for such prisoners as wish to have
them ; but whose assistance is better adapted
to extract their private opinions, and to deceive
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only, dispenses justice with more lenity and
charity, than any other known jurisdiction.
Those who voluntarily become their own
accusers,and testify their repentance before they
are apprehended, are allowed to be at large
without fear of imprisonment. It is true, that
those who do not accuse themselves until after
their arrest, are deemed guilty, and are con-
demned as such ; but no one is sentenced to any
temporal punishment extending to death, who
is not clearly convicted. Two or three wit-
nesses only, as in lay jurisdictions, are here
considered too few for conviction ; and, though
two witnesses are sufficient to obtain an order
for a person’s apprehension, seven at least are
necessary for his condemnation. However
palpable his guilt, or enormous the offence,
the Holy Office is satisfied with the ecclesiastical
penalty of excommunication, and the confisca-
tion of property ; and should the criminal be
amenable to the civil courts, if he confesses his
crime, he is, for the first time, exempt from all
temporal and corporal punishment. ~The Holy
Office intercedes for him, suspends the secular
arm, and obtains his pardon, if to be procured
by interest or entreaty.

G 2
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It is true, that should he repeat his offence,
the Inquisition cannot again save him ; but it
abandons him with reluctance, and only delivers
him to the civil judge, upon his promising that
if the relapsed criminal should receive sentence
of death, it shall be executed without effusion of
blood. Here is tenderness !

But after saying all that can be alledged in
favour of the Holy Office, some particulars
must be added, which will explain the nature
and extent of this apparent lenity and kindness.
The witnesses are never confronted ; all descrip-
tions of people are received as witnesses, even
such as are interested in the death and con-
demnation of the accused ; he is not suffered to
make any remark upon the evidence of persons
the most notoriously undeserving of credit, and
the most defective in their testimony. The
number of the witnesses is often reduced to five;
in which are comprehended supposed accom-
plices, whose depositions are extracted by tor-
ture, and who, to save their own lives, avow
what they have not done; and the accused
himself, who confessing on the rack the crime of
which he is guiltless, is also reputed as a wit-
ness. The number of sevenis often substantially
reduced to none, from being composed of
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convicts, who are really innocent of the offences
imputed to them, but whom the Inquisition ren-
ders effectually criminal, by compelling them,
either from dread. of the stake, or by tor-
ture, to accuse the guiltless in order to save
themselves. To make this mystery intelligible,
it should be noticed, that amongst the crimes
cognizable in the Inquisition, there are some
which may be committed by one person alone,
as blasphemy, impiety, &c. There are others
which cannot be committed without one accom-
plice at the least, as sodomy ; and others again,
which require several, as assisting at the Jewish
Sabbath ; participating in those superstitious
assemblies which the converted Idolaters so
reluctantly relinquish, and which are denomi-
nated Magic and" Witchcraft, because they are
held in order to discover secret matters, and
penetrate into futurity by means which cannot
naturally lead to such results.

It is in regard to such crimes as cannot
be perpetrated without one or more accomplices,
that the proceedings of the Holy Office are the
most extraordinary.

The Jews having been expelled from Spain
by Ferdinand, king of Arragon, and Isabella of
Castille, his queen, sought refuge in Portugal,
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where they were allowed to settle on the con-
dition of embracing Christianity, at least in
outward profession. As the Jewish name is
every where odious, the Christian families are
distinguished from the converted Jews, whose
descendants, however remote, are termed, even
to this day, New Christians ; and as, in course of
time, some of them have formed matrimonial
connections with the old Christians, their issue
are daily reproached with being in part new,
which the Portuguese express by saying, ¢ Tem-
parte de Cristam 1000 ;” so that, though their
grandfathers and great grandfathers may have
been Christians, these unfortunates are unable to
procure admission into the number of < Cristam
velhos” or Old Christians. The families which
are thus directly or partially descended from
Jews, being well known in Portugal, and the
objects of hatred and malevolence to some,
are obliged to associate together, for the inter-
change of mutual services, which they cannot re-
ceive from others ; and this very union increases
the contempt and aversion which are enter-
tained towards them, and is the general occasion

of their troubles.
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CHAP. XX.

The injustice committed in the Inquisition towards
those accused of Judaism.

To elucidate this matter, I will suppose that
a New Christian indeed, but who is nevertheless
most sincerely and truly a Christian, though de-
scended from one of those unfortunate families,
should be arrested by order of the Inquisition,
and accused not by seven witnesses only, but
by fifty. Such a man, convinced of his own
innocence, which he trusts will be indubitably
acknowledged, will have no hesitation in pre-
senting an exact inventory of all his pro-
perty, relying upon its being faithfully restored
to him. Yet the door of his prison will be
scarcely closed, before every thing that he has,
is sold by auction ; for assuredly, restitution
will never be made.

After some months have elapsed, he is sent
for to the Audience, where he is asked if he
knows the cause of his imprisonment. To this,
of course, he answers in the negative. He is
then exhorted to consider seriously, and confess,
as his only chance of freedom; and is then
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death. But if he persists in asserting his inno-
cence in despite of all exhortation and solici-
tation, and even the torture to which he is sub-
jected, to compel him to be his own accuser; the
order for his death is delivered to him on the
I'riday immediately preceding the Sunday of
the celebration. The decree is signified in the
presence of a Tipstaff of the Lay Courts, who
casts a cord round the hands of the pretended
culprit, to testify that he has taken possession
of him, on his abandonment by ecclesiastical
Justice. A confessor s then introduced, who
remains with him day and night, and perseveres
in pressing him most urgently to confess the
charges against him, in order to save his life.
Should he continue in his denial until Sunday,
he is cruelly executed ; and should he accuse
himself, he is rendered infamous and wretched
for his whole life. If the advice of his confessor
and the fear of punishment induce him to ac-
knowledge crimes which he has not committed,
he must demand tobe conducted to the audience,
which is instantly granted. Being brought
before his Judges, he is first required to confess
his guilt, and then to entreat for mercy, as well
for his crimes as his obstinate denial of them;
and, as they assume the supposition, that his
H
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~avowal is sincere, he is obliged to detail all
his faults and all his errors; and the testimony
which has been deposed against him being com-
municated to him, in order to comply with the
requisition to the utmost, he repeats all that he
hears. |

He, perhaps, then concludes, that he shall be
discharged ; but he has other things to perform,
which are infinitely less easy than what he has
hitherto done; for the Inquisitors, by degrees,
begin to urge him in this way— If thou hast
observed the law of Moses, and assembled on the
sabbath day as thou sayest, and thy accusers have
seen thee there, as appears to have been the case;
to convince us of the sincerity of thy repentance,
tell us who are thine accusers, and those who
have been with thee at these assemblies.”

It is not easy to assign the motive, why the
gentlemen of the Holy Office oblige these pre-
tended Jews to conjecture who are the witnesses
against them, unless it is, that the witnesses of
the sabbath are considered as accomplices ; but
how is the poor wretch that is innocent, to
divine who they are? and, though he were guilty,
what is the use of naming them to the Holy
Office, which knows them already, because it
has received their depositions, upon which,
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alone, he is treated as such? In all other cases,
the names of the witnesses are concealed from
the criminal, to screen them from his reproaches;
but here he is made to guess them. Admitting
that they are accomplices, the Inquisition knows
them no better by their being named. If they
have been forced to avow their offence in the
prisons of the Inquisition, they either remain
there still, or have been in them ; and the Holy
Office can have no interest in making the ac-
cused name them, which cannot render him
more innocent, nor them less culpable. The
offender and the witness are equally in the power
of the Inquisition ;—what then is the object
of these Judges? If it is only to compel him to
impeach all his accomplices, by his attempts to
name all his witnesses, that might be of service,
if he were really guilty ; but, if he is not, this
imposition 1s of no other use than to harass the
innocent :—and so it is, for the poor New Chris-
tian being obliged to mention people whom he
‘does not know, to the Inquisitor who does,
- (for otherwise, the avowal of a crime of which
he is not guilty, would avail him nothing)
reasons much in this manner : ¢ Those who
have accused me, must necessarily be my
relations, my friends, and my neighbours ; and
H 2
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CHAP. XXI.
The practices of the Inquisition.

IT may be inferred from what has been said
in the preceding Chapter, that the miserable
victims of the Inquisition reciprocally impeach
each other; and that, consequently, a man may
be perfectly innocent, although there are fifty
witnesses against him; and yet, innocent as he
is, if he should not accuse himself, or guess
freely, he is delivered up to the executioner as
fully convicted; which would happen less fre-
quently if' the accuser, witnesses, and accused
were confronted.

The practice observed towards persons
suspected of Judaism, and what has been
said in respect to them, is to be understood of
persons charged with Sorcery, from having at.
tended the superstitious assemblies I have men.-
tioned ; and here the difficulty of naming the
witnesses is increased, because they have not,
like the New Christians, to look for their ac.
cusers and accomplices in a certain class; but
must find them indiscriminately and fortuitously
amongst their acquaintance, friends, kindred,
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enemies, and persons connected with no sect
whatever; which is the more embarrassing
to the innocent in these casual and extorted
accusations, as he must denounce a greater
number, to recognize in such a crowd of inno-
cent persons, the witnesses respecting whom he
is interrogated.

The effects of those who are executed and
of those who confess, are alike confiscated, be-
cause they are equally reputed guilty. The In-
quisitors do not so much desire the death as the
property of their victims; and as, according to
the laws of the Tribunal, apostates, and such
as persevere in denying their accusations, are
alone delivered to the secular arm, the Judges
do every thing in their power (not omitting tor-
ture, which they have the goodness to inflict to
the extreme, in order to save their lives) to in-
duce them to confess. But the true reason,
which makes them so anxious that a man should
be his own accuser, is, that having declared
himself to be guilty, the world has no right
to doubt that his property is justly forfeited.
The remission of the penalty of death to these
pretended criminals, confounds weak minds, by
an ostentation of mercy and apparent justice ;
and tends not a little to maintain the opinion
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obliges them to accuse the innocent, are suffi-
cient to screen them from the vengeance of God.
But if so many Christians, deemed to be Jews,
are unjustly delivered to the executioner in
all Inquisitions; neither less great, nor less fre-
quent injustice is committed in the Indies, to-
wards those accused of Magic or Sorcery, and
condemned to be burnt for those crimes.

To place this in a proper light, it should be
premised, that the Heathens, whose religion
abounds with superstitious rites,—(as, for in-
stance, to divine the issue of an undertaking or
disease—whether one is beloved by a certain
person—the thief who has stolen what is lost—
and other things of the like nature)—cannot so
readily nor so entirely forget these things, but
they often recur to them after they are baptized.
This will be thought the less extraordinary if
we recollect, that in France, where the Chris.
tian religion has been established for so many
ages, persons are yet to be found who believe

in, and practise many of, these impertinent ce-

~ remonies, which even time has not caused to

be forgotten; that the Heathens, so recently

converted, have passed the greatest part of their

existence in Paganism ; and that those who

live in the states of the King of Portugal, are
I
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subjects or slaves, who change their religion in
the expectation of better treatment from their
Lords or Masters. Yet these faults, which in
rude and ignorant people appear rather to de-
sérve stripes than the stake, are expiated by
that cruel punishment, by all those who are
convicted thereof according to the maxims of
this Tribunal,—for the second time, if they
have confessed the first,—or for the first, if
they persist in denying. The Inquisition also
punishes, not only Christians who fall, or are
accused of falling, within the cases under its
cognizance ; but Mahometans, Heathens, or
other Strangers of whatever persuasion, who
commit any of the prohibited offences, or who
publicly exercise their religion in the countries
'ﬁuhject to the King of Portugal; for though
that Prince tolerates liberty of conscience, the
Holy Office interprets the permission, that
strangers may live in their own Faith, but are
liable to be punished as criminals if they practise
its ceremonies.—And, as in the territories of
the Portuguese in India, there are more Maho-
metans and Heathens than Christians ; and the
Inquisition, which punishes apostate Christians
with death, never sentences to that penalty
those who have not been baptized, though they
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CHAP. XXIII.

Some particulars relating to the officers of the
Inquisition.

Tuere are four Inquisitions in the Portu-
guese dominions, viz:—In Portugal, those of
Lisbon, Coimbra, and Evora; and in the East
Indies, that of Goa. These are all sovereign
Tribunals, without appeal in all matters within
the extent of their respective jurisdictions. The
- Inquisition of Goa comprehends all the coun-
tries possessed by the crown of Portugal, to the
Cape of Good Hope. Besides these four Tri-
bunals, there is a Grand Council of the Inqui-
sition, in which, the Inquisitor General presides.
This Tribunal is the chief, and whatever is done
in the others, is reported there. In addition to
the honour, and unbounded authority and ap-
pointments, annexed to the posts of all the
Inquisitors, they derive very considerable emo-
lument in two ways. One arises from the sale
of the effects of the prisoners, in which, if any
rare or valuable article should be comprised, the
Inquisitors have but to send a servant to bid for
it, (and few would dare to offer a greater price,)
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‘whereby things are often obtained by them, for
the half of their real worth. The other mean of
profit is still more important: when the pro-
duce of a confiscation is remitted to the Royal
Treasury, the Inquisitors have the power of
sending warrants at their pleasure, and for
any amount, to answer the charges and secret
occasions of the Holy Office, which are instantly
satisfied, without any one daring to inquire the
particulars of these privy expenses. By these
means, almost the whole of the seizures return
into their hands.

All the Inquisitors are nominated by the
King, and confirmed by the Pope, from whom
they receive their bulls. At Goa, the Grand
Inquisitor alone, has, or claims the privilege
of a carriage, and receives more respect than
the Archbishop or the Viceroy. His authority
extends over all descriptions of persons, as well
Lay, as Ecclesiastic ; except the Archbishop,
his Grand Vicar, (who is generally a bishop,)
the Viceroy, and the Governors in case of the
Viceroy’s decease; but he can cause any of
these to be arrested, after previously informing
the court of Portugal, and receiving secret
orders from the Sovereign Council of the Inqui-
sition of Lishon, called, ¢ Conselho Supremo.”’
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obeisance, and withdrew to give me room to
enter alone. I found there, as on the former
occasion, the Inquisitor and Secretary. I threw
myself on my knees, but was commanded to
rise, and be seated. I placed myself on a bench
at the end of the table beside my Judge. Near
me, upon the table, was a Missal, upon which,
previous to my further proceeding, I was di-
rected to lay my hand, and swear to declare
the truth and preserve secrecy. These oaths
are exacted from every one who is brought to
this Tribunal, either as a witness, or as amen-
able to its jurisdiction.

I was then asked if I knew the cause of my
imprisonment, and had determined to confess
it ; and having signified that I wished to do so,
I minutely repeated all that I have already
stated, touching Baptism and the worship of
Images; without mentioning what I had ad-
vanced respecting the Inquisition, which at that
moment I did not recollect. The Judge enquired
if I had not something else to say; and, find-
ing that I had related all that I could remember,
instead of releasing me as I had expected, he
terminated this fine audience in nearly the fol-
lowing terms:—< That I had very properly
resolved to become my own accuser, and that
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infants were baptized there as early as possible,
From the observance of these formal ceremo-
nies, it would seem, that notwithstanding the
detestation shewn by the Portuguese towards
the Jews, they themselves possess not genuine
Christian principles. But this is not all the
mischief :—It may often happen, that the chil-
dren die without being regenerated by the sacra-
ment of baptism, and thus be eternally excluded
from heaven. For the sake of the ceremonial
purification, (which ought to be considered as
having been abrogated by the publication of the
gospel,) the Portuguese women do not scruple
to break the ordinances of the church, which
command all Christians to assist at the holy
sacrifice of the Mass on Sundays and Feasts, if
not prevented by lawful impediments.

I was next asked what was the name of the
Clergyman by whom I was baptized, and in
what diocese and town; and finally, if I had
been confirmed, and by what Bishop. Having
satisfied these enquiries, I was ordered to kneel
down, to make the sign of the Cross, to repeat
the Lord’s Prayer, the dve Maria, the Creed,
the Commandments of God and the Church,
and the Salve Regina; when the Audience con-

X 2
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cluded as before, with a conjuration, * by the
bowels of the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ,”’
to make immediate confession. This being com-
mitted to writing, read in my presence, and
subscribed with my signature, I was sent away.

From the beginning of my confinement, I
had been greatly distressed, and had wept in-
cessantly ; but on returning from this second
Audience, I entirely abandoned myself to grief’;
being convinced, that what was required from
me was impossible, as my memory did not fur-
nish what I was solicited to avow. I attempted
to put an end to my existence by fasting. I
received, indeed, the food which was brought to
me, because I could not refuse it without being
liable to be beaten by the Guards, who care-
fully notice, when the dishes are returned,
whether sufficient nourishment has been taken ;
but my despair enabled me to deceive all their
caution. I passed several days without tasting
any thing ; and to prevent its being discovered,
I threw part of what was given me into the
close-stool. This extreme fasting deprived
me of rest; and my sole employment was to
weep. But during these days of anguish, I
reflected on the errors of my past life, and
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CHAP. XXVI.

Despair impels me to suicide.

I was now arrived at the most insupportable
period of my captivity ; for rigorous as it had
hitherto been, I had at least the satisfaction
of having borne it with some degree of patience,
and had sought to derive advantage from my
misfortunes. Religion teaches us, that the
greatest calamities are real blessings to those
who make a proper use of them; I must
therefore ever deem that portion of my life alone
infelicitous, wherein I committed sins so enor-
mous, as not to be justified or extenuated by
the cruelty of those who exacted impossibi-
lities from me, under pain of being burnt;
for no extremity can excuse despair, which
is the greatest and last of evils.

I had determined to omit the mention of my
despondency, and of the attempts which I made
to destroy myself. But it has been suggested
to me that the circumstance was material, be-
cause the inexcusable rigour of the Inquisition
may probably drive many into the same state ;
and because it is of importance to know, not
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position from a feverish attack. A Pundit, or
Pagan Physician, was introduced, who did not
even take the trouble to count my pulse, and
asserted that I was actually in a fever.

He ordered me to be bled five times, on five
successive days; and as my design in using this
remedy was far otherwise than his, (which was
to restore me to health, whilst mine was to finish
a miserable existence,) the instant I was left
alone, I untied the bandages, and suffered the
blood to flow, until it filled a pot which was ca-
pable of containing eighteen ounces. I repeated
these excessive evacuations after every bleeding,
and taking at the same time scarcely any nou-
rishment, I was (as may be supposed) reduced

to the most extreme debility. '

The Alcaide, observing the great change in
my appearance, was surprised, as well as the
Pundit, at my distressing condition, from which
they conceived such slender hopes of my re-
covery, that they were obliged to report it to
the Inquisitor—who directed them to propose
that I should confess myself; and, as I did not
think that I could live, I began to repent of
what I had done, and not wishing to lose both
soul and body at once, I consented that a
Confessor should be sent for. A Religious of the

L
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order of St. Francis attended accordingly, and
having fully confided to him my whole case, I
received much consolation, and was induced by
his excellent counsel to do every thing in my
power towards the restoration of my health.

I permitted him to communicate what had
occurred to the Inquisitor confidentially; and
from that day, (which was Good Friday,) they
carefully supplied me with every thing neces-
sary for the speedy reparation of the strength i
had lost with my blood; and to enliven the
melancholy which preyed upon me, a black
prisoner accused of magic, was confined along
with me, and remained in my cell for five
months.

During this period I was more rational, and
suffered less from ennwi; but so soon as I was
thought to be convalescent, my companion was
removed ; and the privation of this comfort soon
occasioned me to relapse into the same state in
which I was before.
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CHAP. XXVII.

Despair drives me to fresh excesses.

Tue removal of my companion made me
more furious than ever. I beat my breast and
face, and, not satisfied with that, I sought for
means, which before 1 wanted sufficient reso-
Jution to use, to kill myself. I was sensible
that this could not be effected by a second pre-
tence of indisposition ; which, if I had attempted
in case it should have been necessary to bleed me,
proper care would have been taken to prevent
such effusion of blood as I had before encou-
raged. Inspired by despair,it occurred to me that
notwithstanding the scrupulous search which I
had undergone on my first imprisonment, I had
secreted some pieces of gold by sewing them
into a ribband, fastened round my leg below the
knee like a garter. Ibroke one of these coins; and
by friction against an earthen vessel, contrived to
sharpen and point a piece in the form of a lancet,
with which I determined to cut the arteries of
my arm. With this view, I took every requisite
precaution, and inserted it as far as I could;

L 2
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but, with all my pains, I could not obtain my
object, and instead of the arteries, opened only
the veins above them. Being rendered quite
desperate, I pierced both arms, until I fainted
from weakness, and fell on the floor in my blood,
which flowed into every part of the room ; and
assuredly, if the special providence of God had
not caused my door to be opened, for the pur-
pose of bringing me something at an unusual
time, I should have miserably lost my life and
soul. |

The astonishment of my guards when they
saw me, may be imagined. They called the
Alcaide, and entering together they bound up
my wounds, and succeeded in bringing me to
myself. The circumstance being reported to
the Inquisitor, he ordered me to be brought
before him; I was carried by four men and laid
down upon the floor, my extreme weakness pre-
venting me from standing or sitting.

The Inquisitor bitterly reproached me, and
commanded the attendants to take me away,
and handcuff me in order to hinder me from
tearing away the bandages, which were tied
round my arms. This was instantly obeyed,
and not only were my hands chained, but a
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collar of iron was put on my neck and fastened
to the manacles with a padlock, in such a man-
ner that I could not even move my arms. This
measure increased my irritation. I threw my-
self upon the ground, dashed my head against
the pavement and the walls; and, had I been
left in this situation, I should have certainly
liberated my arms and destroyed myself'; but,
being watched, my actions soon evinced that
all severity was unavailable, and that milder
treatment would be more advisable.

My irons were taken off’; the most deceitful
promises were made; my chamber was changed;
and another companion was given to me, who
was made responsible for my safety. This was
also a black prisoner, but much less civilized
than the one I had before. It pleased God,
who had preserved me from so great a crime,
to dissipate the despair into which I had fallen,
and thereby to bless me more than those who
have committed suicide in the prisons of the
Holy Office, where the door of all human com-
fort is closed upon its wretched inmates for
ever. My new companion continued with me
about two months, When I became rather more
eomposed he was removed, though the languor
I felt was so extreme, that it was with difficulty
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CHAP. XXVIII.

My fourth Audience, in which the Proctor pro-
nounces sentence of death against me.

I HAD been eighteen months in the Inqui-
sition, when my Judges being informed that I
was able to appear, caused me to be conducted
to an Audience for the fourth time. They asked
me if I had resolved to declare what was re-
quired; and on replying that I could not remem-
ber any thing which I had not said before, the
Proctor of the Holy Office presented himself
with the informations laid against me.

On my former examinations I had accused
myself; they were satisfied with hearing me
without entering into any explanation, and I was
remanded to my cell as soon as I had finished
what I had to say; but on this occasion I was
formally impeached, and a time allotted for my
defence. My own confessions were included
in the depositions, The facts themselves were
true, as I had voluntarily admitted, and in that
respect I had therefore no defence; but I wished
to convince my Judges that the facts were not
so henious as they appeared. 1 represented to
them, that with regard to my opinions upon
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Baptism, I had not had any intention to contro-
vert the doctrines of the church, but that the
passage ¢ Except a man be born of water and of
the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God,” having struck me as very particular, I had
requested an explanation. The Grand Inqui-
sitor appeared to me to be surprised by the
passage, which every one knows by heart, and 1
was astonished at his surprise. He enquired
where it was to be found. I said in the gospel
of St. John, chap. iii. verse 5. He called for a
New Testament, turned to the passage and read
it, but did not explain it to me. He seemed,
however, glad to pass it over, by telling me, that
it was sufficiently expounded by tradition; as
not only those who have died for the sake of
our Lord Jesus Christ without having been
formally baptized, but also those who have been
cut off in the intention of being baptized and in
sorrow for their sins, are in effect considered as
being baptized.

Upon the subject of Image-worship, I said
that I had not asserted any thing that was not
authorized by the Holy Council of Trent, and
quoted the passage from the 25th Session, treat-
ing of the Invocation of Saints and of Holy
Images. “The Images of Christ, of the Virgin
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Mother of God, and of the other Saints, are to
be kept; and that respect is due to them, and
worship to be imparted, so as that by the images
before which we prostrate ourselves, we should
adore Christ and honour the Saints whose re-
semblance they bear.” '

My Judge seemed to be more astonished by
this reference than he was by the preceding ;
and, having found it, closed the book without
giving me any explanation.

Such ignorance in persons who are appointed
to decide upon matters of Faith, is incompre-
hensible ; and I own that I should reluctantly
trust myself as to the fact, although I witnessed
and perfectly recollect it, if I had not learnt
from the publications of Mr. Tavernier, that,
reserved as Father Ephraim de Nevers was upon
every thing relating to the Inquisition, under
which he suffered so much, he did intimate
that nothing had been so intolerable to him as
the ignorance of its ministers.

The Proctor, on reading the informations,
stated, that besides what I had admitted, I was
accused and fully convicted of having spoken
contemptuously of the Inquisition and its Offi-
cers, and even with disrespect of the Sovereign
Pontiff and against his authority; and con-

M
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CHAP. XXIX.

I am frequently taken to the Audience. Various
remarks upon occurrences in the Inquisition.

I was summoned to three or four Audiences
in less than a month afterwards, and was urged
to confess what I was accused of respecting the
Pope. It was even intimated, that the Proctor
had found an additional proof against me, but
which in fact differed in no respect from what
had been before alledged. What manifestly
shews that this was nothing but a falsehood
invented for the purpose of extracting my senti-
ments, is, that any specification of what it was
pretended I had advanced was refused ; and it
being ultimately perceived, that nothing could
be drawn from me, the point was no longer
pressed, and this article was not inserted in the
publication of the process against me at the Act
of Faith. In these latter Audiences, however,
it was attempted to make me admit that my
design in the facts I had avowed, was to support
Heresy ; but this I never would assent to, for
nothing could be more remote from truth.

During the months of November and Decem-
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CHAP. XXX.

By what means I discovered that the Auto da Ié
was lo be performed on the ensuing day ; and
the description of the dresses given to the pri-
soners for their appearance at that ceremony.

‘Havine persuaded myself that the Aufo da
Fé was always celebrated in the beginning of
December, and not observing any preparations
for the awful ceremony, I reconciled myself to
another year of suffering ; but when I the least
expected it, I was on the eve of quitting the
cruel captivity in which I had languished for
two years. I remarked, that on Saturday the
eleventh of January, 1676, as I gave my linen
as usual to be washed, the Officers declined
taking it till the next day. On reflecting upon
this unusual circumstance, and not being able
satisfactorily to account for it, I concluded that
the celebration of the Auwfo da Fé might take
place on the morrow ; and my opinion was the
more confirmed, or rather converted into cer-
tainty, when, immediately after vespers had
chimed at the cathedral, the bell rang for ma-
tins, which had never happened before during
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my imprisonment, except on the eve of the
Feast of the Holy Sacrament, which is cele-
brated in the Indies on the Thursday following
the Sunday after Easter, on account of the
incessant rains which fall there at the period
when it is solemnized in Europe. It may be
supposed that joy would have begun to resume
its place in my heart, when I believed that I was
on the point of leaving the tomb in which I had
been buried alive for two years ; but the terror
which was occasioned by the dreadful denun-
ciations of the Proctor, and the uncertainty of
my fate, augmented my anxiety and grief to
such a degree, that I passed the remainder of
the day and part of the night under feelings
which would have excited compassion from any
but those into whose hands I had fallen.

When supper was brought to me, I refused it;
and because, contrary to custom, I was not en-
treated to receive it, when the door was shut
I gave way entirely to the melancholy which
- possessed me; but, after many sighs and tears,
overpowered by vexation and deathly images, I
dropped asleep about eleven o’clock.

I had not slept long before I was awoke by
a noise occasioned by the guards in drawing
back the bolts of my cell. I was surprised

N
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many black, sad, and devoted objects, seemed
an appropriate prelude to death.

The women, who were apparelled in the
same stuff as the men, were in an adjoining
gallery, where we could not see them; but I ob-
served that in a Dormitory at a little distance
from that in which we stood, there were also
several prisoners, and some persons clothed in
black dresses, who occasionally walked about
the apartment. I did not then know what this
meant, but a few hours after I learnt that the
persons in that apartment were condemned to
be burnt, and that those who walked were their
Confessors.

Being unacquainted with the forms of the
Holy Office, although I had before so anxiously
wished to die, I imagined that I was amongst
the number of the condemned ; but was some-
what encouraged by the observation, that there
was nothing in my habiliments different from
the rest, and that it was improbable that so
many persons as were dressed like myself would
be put to death.

When we were all arranged against the wall
of the gallery, a yellow wax-light was given to
each; and some bundles of robes made like
Dalmatics or large Scapularies were brought in.
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These were made of yellow stuff, with crosses
of St. Andrew painted in red both in front and
behind. It is thus that those are distinguished
who have committed, or are adjudged to have
committed, offences against the Christian Faith,
whether Jews, Mahometans, Sorcerers, or Here-
tic Apostates. These vestments are called
Sambenito.

~ Such as are considered as convicted, and per-
sist in denying thc charges against them, and
those who have relapsed, wear another kind of
Scapulary called Samarra, the ground of which
is of a grey colour. A portrait of the wearer is
depicted on both sides, placed on burning fire-
brands, with ascending flames, and surrounded
by demons. Their names and crimes are in-
scribed beneath the picture. Those who have
confessed after sentence has been pronounced
and before leaving the prison, have the flames
on their Samarras reversed, which is called
Fogo revolto, The Sambenitos were distri-
buted to twenty Blacks accused of Magic, to
one Portuguese who was charged with the
same crime, and was moreover a New Christian,
and, as half measures would not satisfy the
revenge of my persecutors, who were resolved
to degrade me as much as possible, I was
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CHAP. XXXII.
The order of procession to the Act of Faith.

THE great bell of the cathedral tolled a little
before sun-rise as a signal to the multitude to
assemble for the august solemnity of the Awuto
da Fé, which is the triumph of the Holy Office;
and we were then commanded to go forth one
by one. In passing from the gallery to the
great hall, I remarked that the Inquisitor was
seated at the door and a Secretary standing
near him ; that the hall was filled by the inhabi-
tants of Goa, whose names were entered in a
list which he held; and that as each prisoner
came out of the gallery, he called for one of the
gentlemen in the hall,. who immediately ad-
vanced to the prisoner to accompany him, and
act as his godfather at the Act of Faith,

These godfathers have the charge of the per-
sons they attend, and are obliged to answer for,
and represent them until the Feast is concluded ;
and Messrs. the Inquisitors affect to consider
them as much honoured by the appointment.
My godfather was the General of the Portuguese
ships in the Indies. I went out with him, and
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when I got into the street, I saw that the pro-
cession was headed by the community of the
Dominicans, who have this privilege because
«St. Dominic, their patron, was also the founder
of the Inquisition. They were preceded by the
banner of the Holy Office, in which the image
of the founder was represented in very rich em-
broidery, with a sword in one hand and an olive
branch in the other, with the inscription, ¢ Jus-
titia & Misericordia.”

These Religious were followed by the pri-
soners singly, each holding a taper, and having
his godfather by his side. The least guilty
marched first, and, as I was not reckoned as one
of the most innocent, more than a hundred
went before me. Like the rest, my head and
feet were bare, and I was greatly annoyed dur-

_ ing the procession, which continued upwards of
an hour, by the small flints, with which the
streets of Goa are covered; causing the blood
to stream from my feet.

We were led through the principal streets,
and every where regarded by an immense crowd,
which came from all parts of India, and lined
all the roads by which we passed ; notice having
been given from the pulpit in the most distant

parishes, long before the Act of Faith was to
be celebrated.
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At length, overwhelmed with shame and con-
fusion, and fatigued by the walk, we arrived
at the church of St. Francis, which had been pre-
viously fitted up for the celebration of the Auto
da Fé, 'The high altar was hung with black, and
six silver candlesticks with tapers of white wax
were burning upon it. Two seats resembling
thrones were erected, one on each side of the
altar ; that on the right being destined for the
Inquisitor and his Council, and the other for
the Viceroy and his Court. At some distance,
opposite the high altar, and nearer to the en-
trance, was another altar, with ten missals laid
open upon it; and from thence to the door, a
passage about three feet in width was railed in;
and on each side, benches were placed for the -
culprits and their godfathers, who sat down in
the order in which they entered the church ;
so that the first were nearest the altar. So soon
as I was seated, I attended to the procedure
observed as to those who followed me; I re-
marked that those to whom the horrible Caroc-
has had been given, marched the last of our
party, and immediately after them a large cru-
cifix was carried, with the face towards those who
preceded it, and was followed by two persons and
the statues of four others, as large as life, accu-
rately executed, and which were placed upon
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long poles, accompanied by the same number of
chests filled with the bones of those represented
by the statues, and each carried by a man. The
front of the crucifix being turned upon those
who ‘walked before, signified that mercy had
been extended to them, by their deliverance
from the death they had justly merited; and, on
the contrary, that those behind had no favour to
hope for. Such is the mystery which pervades
every thing in the Holy Office !

The manner in which these wretches were
clothed, was equally calculated to excite horror
and pity. Not only the living persons, but the
statues also, had each a Samara of grey stuff,
painted all over with devils, lames, and burning
fire-brands; upon which, the portrait of the
wearer was naturally represented on both sides,
with his sentence under-written in large cha-
racters, briefly stating his name and country,
and the nature of the crime for which he was
condemned. With this strange garment, they
also wore those frightful Cqrochas, covered, like
the robe, with demons and fire.

The little chests which enclosed the bones
of the deceased, the proceedings against whom
had been conducted either before or after
their deaths, or prior to, or pending their im-

o 2
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CHAP. XXXIII.

Containing an account of the transactions at the
place where the Auto da Fé was celebrated.

Tuese wretches having entered in the
funereal equipage I have described, and being
seated in the places appoigted for them near
the door of the church; the Inquisitor, attended
by his Officers, came in, and placed himself upon
the throne, prepared for him on the right of the
altar ; whilst the Viceroy and his Court took
possession of that on the left. The crucifix was
laid upon the altar, between the six candles, and
every one being stationed at his post, the church
was filled by the crowd. The Provincial of the
Augustins ascended the pulpit, and preached
for half an hour; and, notwithstanding the em-
barrassment and mental uneasiness which I felt,
I could not help noticing the comparison which
he drew between the Inquisition and Noah’s
Ark; in which, however, he marked this dis-
tinction, that the creatures which entered the
Ark, left it on the cessation of the deluge with
their original nature and properties ; whereas
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which, each returned to his station, and the
reading was resumed.

I was summoned in my turn, and found that
the charge against me involved three points;
one of which was, the having maintained the
inefficacy of the Baptism Flaminis ; another,
having asserted that Images ought not to be
worshipped, and having blasphemed against the
representation of a crucifix in ivory, by saying
that it was a piece of ivory ; and the last, that
I had spoken contemptuously of the Inquisition
and its Ministers—but above all, the bad inten-
tion from which I had uttered these things. For
these offences I was declared Excommunicate,
and, by way of atonement, my goods were for-
feited to the King, and myself banished from
the Indies, and condemned to serve in the gal-
leys of Portugal for five years ; and moreover to
perform such other penances, as might be ex-
pressly enjoined by the Inquisitors.

- Of all these punishments, that which ap-
peared to me the heaviest, was the indispensable
necessity of quitting India, in which I had in-
tended to travel for some time ; but this disap-
pointment was in some measure compensated by
the prospect of being soon delivered from the
hands of the Holy Office.
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whilst these wretchics were conveyed to the
banks of the river, where the Viceroy and his
Court were assembled, and where the faggots
on which they were to be immolated had been
piled the preceding day, we were re-conducted
to the Inquisition by our godfathers, without
any order of procession,

Although I have never been present at an
execution of persons abandoned in this manner
by the Holy Office, yet having had authentic
accounts from persons who have witnessed
many such occasions, I will relate, in a few
words, the formalities which are observed,

So soon as the condemned arrive at the place
where the Lay Judges are assembled, they are
asked in what religion they wish to die; without
referring in any manmner to the proceedings
against them, which are presumed to have been
perfectly correct, and the prisoners justly con-
demned, the infallibility of the Inquisition
being never questioned, Upon this question be,
ing answered, the executioner lays hold of them,
and binds them to the stake, where they are
previously strangled if they die Christians, and
})urnt alive if they persist in Judaism or Heresy,
which so. seldom happens that scarcely one
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instance has been known in four Acts of Faith,
though few have passed without a great num-
ber having been burnt.

The day after the execution, the pictures of
those who have been put to death are carried
through the Dominican churches. The heads
alone are represented,laid on burning fire brands.
Their names are inscribed beneath, with those
of their father and country, the description of
the erime for which they are condemned, and
the year, month, and day of their execution.
If the party has fallen twice into the same of-
fence, these words are added to the foot of the
portrait, ¢ Morreo queimado, por Hereje re-
lapso” (he was burnt as a relapsed Heretic.)—
If, having been accused but once, he persists in
error, it is altered to—<< por Hercje contumos ;**
but as this case rarely happens, there are not
many pictures with this inscription. Again, if
having been accused but once by a sufficient
number of witnesses, he perseveres in asserting
his innocency,and even professes himself'a Chris-
tian to the last, it is stated « Morreo queimado,
por Hereje convitto negativo,” (that is, he was
burnt for a convicted Heretic, but without con-
fession ;) and of these, there are a great many.
It is certain that of a hundred negativos, ninety-
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Holiday until the entire accomplishment of
my sentence. Breakfast was brought about
seven o’clock, and soon after I was directed to
collect my clothes together, and to be ready
to go when I should be called for.

I obeyed this last order with the utmost
promptitude. About nine, a guard opened my
door; I took up my bundle upon my back, as
I was directed, and followed him to the great
hall, where the greater part of the prisoners
were already assembled.

After remaining there some time, about
twenty of my companions, who had been sen-
tenced the day before to be whipped, and were
now brought for the purpose of receiving the
infliction from the hands of the hangman
through all the streets of the town, entered;
and being thus collected, the Inquisitor ap-
peared, before whom we knelt to receive his
benediction, kissing the ground at his feet.
The Blacks, who had few clothes, were then
ordered to take up those of the Whites. Such
of the prisoners as were not Christians were
instantly sent to the places prescribed by their
sentences; some into exile, and others to the
galleys, or the powder manufactory, called
“ Casa da Pulvera ; and such as were Chris-
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tians, as well Blacks as Whites, were conducted
to a house expressly hired for them in the city
for some time, for the purpose of receiving in-
struction. 'The halls and passages of the house
were appropriated for the lodging of the Blacks;
and we that were Whites, were placed 1n a sepa-
rate chamber, in which we were locked up during
the night, having the range of the house in the
day time, with liberty to converse with those who
came to see us. Every day there were two ca-
techisings ; one for the Blacks, and another
for the Whites; and Mass was regularly per-
formed, at which we all assisted, as also at
Matins and Vespers.

During my abode in this place, I was visited
by a Dominican monk, one of the friends I had
known at Damaun, where he had been a Prior.
This excellent priest, oppressed with age and
infirmities, no sooner knew that I was liberated,
than he hired a palanquin to come to see me.
He lamented my disaster, embracing me ten-
derly, and assuring me that he had had many
fears for me ; that he had often enquired after
my health and the state of my affairs, from the
Father, Agent for the prisoners, who was his
friend, and of the same order as himself, but
notwithstanding he had been long without ob.

Q
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once a month;—and the two following, at they
feasts of Easter, Whitsuntide, Christmas,
and the Assumption of our Lady.

2d. He shall, if practicable, hear Mass and a
Sermon every Sunday and Holiday. .

3d. During the first three years he shall repeat,
five times every day, the Lord’s Prayer and
Ave Maria, in honour of the five wounds of

~our Saviour.

4th. He shall not form any friendship nor par-
ticular intimacy with Heretics or persons
holding suspicious doctrines, which may
prejudice his salvation.

5th and lastly, He shall be inflexibly reserved as
to every thing which he has seen, said, or
heard, or the treatment which has been ob-
served towards him, as well at the Board as in
the other places of the Holy Office.

Fraxcisco Dercano E. MaTos,

Who can say, on perusing these penitentiary
canons, that the Inquisition is too rigorous ?
On receiving this paper, I kissed the ground,
and retired into the hall, to wait until the
rest had gone through the like formality. On
departing, we were separated, and I know not
what became of the remainder of the company ;
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me the most during my confinement, and is not
the least subject of my grievances.

I may also justly complain, that the Inquisitor
wished to lay a new snare for me, when on con-
fessing my opinions concerning the Holy Office,
and the circumstance which had long before
happened to Father Ephraim de Nevers, he
asked me, < if I defended the errors of that
priest ;> but though I well knew that the inno-
cence of the Father had been fully established,
and that he had been arrested from invidious
motives, I replied ¢ that I did not pretend to de-
fend any one, having enough to do to defend
myself.”’

I think too, that I am justified in believing
that I was sent into Portugal, for the express
purpose of pleasing the Viceroy and the Go-
vernor of Damaun who was his relation; as
out of upwards of two hundred persons who left
the Inquisition when I did, I was the only one
compelled to leave the Indies for Europe.

The cruelty of the guards, by whom I was
often maltreated both by words and deeds, in
order to force me to receive food and medicine
when I was indisposed, deserves,in my opinion,
to be noticed ; for though they have some pre-
tence for obliging the prisoners to take nou-
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authority, not only under pain of Excommuni-
cation, but also under corporal and most cruel
penalties, to denounce at once and without
notice, those whom they may have seen com-
mit, or have heard fo say any thing contrary to
its institutions; and to caution those who err
either before or after their denunciation, would
not be a less offence, nor would escape with a
slighter punishment in this Tribunal, than to
neglect making the declaration within the
limited period.

Was there ever any conduct so unjust as to
shut up Christian people for many years in a
narrow prison without books, (since even the
Breviary is not allowed to priests;) without any
exhortation to encourage them to suffer pa-
tiently ; without hearing Mass, either on Holy-
days or Sundays ; without administering the
Eucharist, even at Easter, which all Christians
are compelled to receive under danger of com-
mitting a mortal sin; and without being strength-
ened by the holy viaticum and extreme unction,
at the hour of death? Who can conceive a
conduct so astonishing, and so contrary to
Christian charity? In lay jurisdictions, if the
criminals are ever so wicked and loaded with
guilt, they assist at Mass, and have the privi-
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lege of reading pious works, calculated to in-
spire them with repentant thoughts ; those who
have a right to the Breviary, are permitted to
repeat it and perform their duty; such priests
and religious persons as will take the trouble, are
allowed to visit them in their dungeons, to com-
fort or confess them; they communicate not
only at Easter, but also as often as they are
disposed ; and, whenssick, the last sacraments are
not withheld from them. Wherefore, then, in
the Holy Office, an Ecclesiastical Tribunal,
(the sole principle of which should be to cul-
tivate sentiments of benevolence and mercy,)
are the Judges so obdurate and unfeeling, as
not only to deprive of all human consolation,
those whom misfortune has thrown into their
power, but to study with the utmost anxiety,
to withdraw from these poor wretches the
very means which God has chosen for the par-
ticipation of his grace?

I appeal to the gentlemen of the Holy
Office, for the truth of what I have stated ; and
if it be true, my readers will determine what right
the Inquisition has to be called Holy.

I shall only add, that though the Inquisition
sometimes grants safe-conduct tosuch as arein a
place of security, but wish to come to make theiy

R 2
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voluntary accusations ; it is, however, prudent
not to rely upon them entirely. This Tribunal is
not too scrupulous in breaking its word ; and
when it pleases, it can find sufficient excuse for
not observing it, as I shall prove by an instance.

I knew a Religious of the order of St.
Dominic, called Father Hyacinth, at Surat;
who for many years had renounced his convent
and his habit, living in a very dissolute and
scandalous manner. A woman with whom he
cohabited, and who had borne him several chil.
dren, died. The loss affected him, and induced
him to think of changing his course of life. He
resolved to return to his convent at Basseen j
but because all the Portuguese, and particularly
Priests and Religious, who have resided much
amongst the Indians, are obliged on returning to
the states under the dominion of the Portu-
guese, to present themselves to the Inquisition,
and make an exact declaration of their mode of
life, in order to avoid being arrested, this Reli-
gious, whose conscience, perhaps, reproached
him with some matter relative to the Holy
Office, wrote before he left Surat, to the Inqui-
sitor at Goa for a safe-conduct, that he might
go thither to prefer his own accusation, which
was instantly granted,
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He departed upon this feeble assurance, and
went to Basseen, where he was not suffered to
resume his religious habit, until he was previ.
ously absolved by the Inquisition ; for which pur-
pose he went to Goa, and presented himself at
the Board of the Holy Office, to which he
was summoned various times, and after being
strictly examined, received absolution, and
was sent back to the Vicar General of his
Order, who restored his habit, and reinstated
him in the functions of Preacher and Con-
fessor, He then supposed the business to be
settled, and prepared to return to Basseen,
where his convent was established ; but when
on the point of embarking in a galliot, to the
great surprise of his friends he was taken up
and thrown into the prisons of the Holy Office;
whose ministers had granted him absolution
with so much facility, that they might strike
their blow with more effect. Im fact, the
poor Friar, deceived by this fictitious and
dissembled pardon, had caused property of con-
siderable value, which he had acquired during
his residence at Surat, to be brought to him. All
was confiscated by the Inquisition, which could
not have been effected without the manceuvre
- of pledging to this unfortunate Priest, a promise
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vernors, nor even the Viceroy himself, can
cause a person of rank to be arrested without
an express order from the court of Portugal,
Antonio de Mello being unable to put his enemy
- to death, sentenced him to a punishment still
more cruel, viz. to be led through the streets
of the city by the hangman, with a cord tied
round his neck, a distaff in his hand, pre-
ceded by a herald proclaiming that this was
done by the royal order, the criminal hay-
ing been attainted and convicted of cowardice
and treason.

This severe sentence was executed, not-
withstanding the solicitations of the prisoner’s
friends ; and after being conducted in this dis-
graceful manner along the thoroughfares of
Goa, no sooner had he re-entered his prison,
than a Familiar of the Holy Office took him to
the Inquisition.

This event surprised every one; it being
well known that Joseph Pereira could not be
accused of Judaism, as he was not a New Chris-
tian, and had always lived in a reputable
manner. The approaching Act of Faith was im-
patiently awaited, for ascertaining the cause of
his imprisonment and the issue of the affair;
but though the celebration occurred at the
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conclusion of the year, he did not appear, nor
was his cause notified, which encreased the
general astonishment.

It should be premised that Joseph de Pe-
reira had some time before had a difference
with a gentleman of his acquaintance, but to
whom he had been reconciled. This false friend,
who never lost sight of his revenge, bribed five
of Pereira’s domestics to accuse him at the
Inquisition of sodomy, and cited them as wit-
- nesses to his having committed the fact with a
page; upon which both were arrested. The
page being possessed of less firmness than his
master, who he knew was in the prisons of the
Holy Office, as well as himself, and not doubt-
ing that he was charged with the same crime
of which the Proctor had declared himself
guilty, intimidated by the menaces of the In-
quisitors, afraid of being burnt, (as he certainly
would have been had he persisted in denial,)
and seeing no other means of saving his life,
confessed that he was guilty of an offence which
he had not committed, and thus became the
seventh witness ‘against his master; the ac-
cuser, by the rules of the Inquisition, being
accounted one. His confession preserved him,

8
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and at the next Act of Faith he was dismissed
with a sentence of banishment to Mosambique.

In the mean time Pereira continued to assert
his innocence. He was condemned to the
stake, and would have been burnt at the same
Act of Faith in which his page appeared, if
the repeated protestations which he made of his
innocence, and the personal regard which his
Judges had uniformly felt toward him, had not
induced them to defer the execution of the
sentence, in order to see if they could not ex-
tort his confession, or receive further information
on the subject. He was therefore reserved for
another Act of Faith, which was celebrated the
ensuing year, in consequence of the prisons
having been filled sooner than usual.

In the course of the year, the accuser and
the witnesses were several times examined ; and
one of the Judges taking it into his head to
interrogate them apart, whether the moon shone
or not on the night when they said they had
seen their master perpetrate the crime, their
answers varied. Upon which they were put to
the torture, and retracted all that they had ad-
vanced against their master, whose innocence
being thus acknowledged, those who had ap-
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CHAP. XXXIX.

Circumstances relating to other Persons who were
discharged with me at the Act of Faith.

Two young married gentlemen in the vici-
nity of Basseen, who were in the Portuguese
navy, protected a soldier of that nation who
had rendered them some service. These gen-
tlemen being at Goa after a cruise, and desirous
of passing the rainy season (which in India is
called winter) at home, left this young soldier
at Goa, where he pretended to have some
business to transact, to follow them in a few
days. Immediately upon their departure he
married, left Goa within two days, and returned
to Basseen a few days after his masters. Soon
afterwards, an advantageous match being offered
to him, he embraced it, and married a second
time. To enable him to do so he prevailed
upon these gentlemen to certify to the Curate
that he was a bachelor ; which they did in per-
fect ignorance of his marriage. In a short time
after this he went to Goa to visit his first wife,
and was followed thither by the brother of his
second ; who on hearing of his former marriage, -
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CHAP. XLIL

Zhe most remarkable Events of the Voyage.
Arrival at Lisbon.

At the commencement of the voyage we
had contrary winds, and with much difficulty
doubled Cape St. Augustine; having been
- more than a fortnight in accomplishing what
in tolerable weather is usually effected in
three or four days.

Though our people did not fare so well as
they had done on the voyage from Goa, having
nothing but Cassada and salted or smoked pro-
visions to eat, and water to drink; we had
but few sick, and not more than three or four
died. I have not any doubt that the constant
use of sugar mixed with water and Cassada,
and the profusion of dried fruits which we had
taken on board before we left the Bay, contri-
buted greatly, by encreasing the natural vigour
of the constitution, to exempt us from that
cruel disease the scurvy; debility being, as I
apprehend, the sole cause of the malady.

Our stores had been much injured on our
voyage from Goa to Brazil, and in spite of all

T
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the care that was taken to prevent its progress,
few were so fortunate as not to experience
some slight attacks ; the majority were in a de-
plorable condition upon landing, and nearly
thirty died before-we arrived. On the passage
from the Brazils to Portugal we enjoyed perfect
health, but the frequent storms we encountered,
and from which we were often in danger of
perishing, precluded the enjoyment of the
blessing ; and we had the distress of seeing
two men drowned without the possibility of
assisting them.

We passed the island of Fernando da No-
rohna, which is small, and called after the naime
of the discoverer. It is uninhabited, though
formerly it was used as a watering-place ; but
since some English left several large mastiffs
there, either purposely or accidentally, those
animals have multiplied to such an excessive
degree, and become so extraordinarily wild, that
no one can land without danger of being wor-
ried. | |

We continued our course to the latitude of
the Azores, where the Portuguese have been
long established, and from whence a large pro-
portion of the corn for the consumption of the
mother country is imported. The principal
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island is called Terceira, in which thel king,
Don Alphonso, lived in a sort of exile until his
brother, Don Pedro, apprehensive lest the
Spaniards should get possession of his person,
took him to Lisbon, and thence to the castle
of Cintra, where he was confined till his death.

We had originally intended to anchor at
Terceira; but the wind being adyerse, we sailed
by the islands of St. Mary and St. Michael,
which we durst not approach from the unre-
lenti_ﬁg violence of the tempest.

A circumstance happened to me during the
voyage, which I think deserving notice. As I
one day went to the altar to receive the adorable
body of Christ, the person who administered,
a Cordelier of Observance, remarked that I
cast down my eyes when he said, < Domine !
non sum dignus ;”’ and though I had no other
design by so doing than that of humbling my-
self in the presence of my God, this worthy
Father, who had preconceived an indifferent
opinion of me, from having been in the Inqui-
sition, misinterpreted this mark of devotion,
and a few days afterwards severely reproached
me on account of it, and told me that I was
still heretically inclined, because I did not even
deign to look upon the Sacred Host, when he
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to which, it might be suspended, leaving about
three feet in length between the two. The
Galley slaves are sent daily to work in the ship
yards, where they are employed in carrying
wood to the carpenters, unloading vessels, col-
lecting stones or sand for ballast, assisting in
the making of rope, or in any other labour for
the Royal Service, or the Officers who superin-
tend them, though ever so mean and degrading.

Amongst those condemned to the Galleys,
are not only persons committed from the Inqui-
sition and the Civil Tribunals, but also fugitive
orintractable slaves,sent by their masters for cor-
rection and amendment, Turks who have been
captured from the Corsairs of Barbary ; and all
these, whatsoever may be their rank or quality,
are alike employed in the most disgusting drud-
gery, unless they have money to give to the
Officers, who treat with unprecedented cruelty
those who cannot make them occasional pre-
sents. This Land-galley is erected on the bank
of the river, and contains two large halls, one
above the other; both are full, and the slaves
lie on platforms covered with mats. KEach has
his head and beard shaved every month. They
wear frocks and caps of blue cloth ; and have
also a surtout of thick grey serge, which serves
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court, I addressed myself to him, and en-
treated that he would take me under his pro-
tection. He complied with my request in the
most obliging manner, not only by promising
me his influence in every respect in which he
could be of any service, but also by offering me
his purse and his table ; at which he did me the
honour of placing me, notwithstanding my
chains, whenever I had permission to go to his
house. The dress of a galley-slave did not
lessen me in his estimation, and he had the
goodness even to come to my prison to console
me, when his leisure gave him opportunity.

I then wrote to my relations in France, to
acquaint them of the deplorable condition to
which I had becn so long reduced, and to en-
treat them to make such interest for me as they
might think would have weight with the Queen
of Portugal, whose intercession I wished to
procure in my behalf.

M. *#**_ who was naturally generous and
beneficent, understanding by letters from Paris,
that some persons whom he respected had the
goodness to exert themselves for my being set
at liberty, redoubled his efforts for its speedy
accomplishment,

By his advice I presented an ample memo- -
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rial to the Inquisitors, wherein I recounted the
causes of my arrest, and prayed that they would
‘cause the excessive rigour with which I had
been treated in the Indies to be relaxed.

No answer was given to this, nor to three
other petitions which followed within two
months. The occasion of this silence was that
the post of Inquisitor-General was vacant,
and Monseigneur Don Verissimo d’Alencastra,
Archbishop of Braga, (who has been since
created Cardinal,) having been appointed, had
not taken possession of his office.

This prelate, for whose arrival I was in-
cessantly praying, because I knew that upon
him all my hopes depended, at length made his
entry into Lisbon in the Passion Week ; but
as the Tribunals are not open during that period,
I was obliged to wait until after Quasimodo
(or the Sunday after Kaster).

Upon the Inquisitor-General’s commencing
to exercise the function of his office, I preferred
a new petition, which was read in the Supreme
Council, but produced no other effect than
that Don Verissimo said that he could not
believe my representation, as it was utterly in-
credible that a man should have been con-
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The gentlemen of the Ordinary Council, who
had misconceived and strictly interpreted the
expressions of the Inquisitor-General when he
decreed my freedom, viz. ¢ he shall be dis-
charged according to his request, and go into
France,” explaining the addition, which was
intended as a special favour, as an absolute
obligation to embark immediately, answered
my memorial, that what I asked was allowed,
~on giving security that I should stay no longer
in Lisbon than was necessary for me to meet
with an opportunity to leave it. This answer
was communicated the 28th of June. I imme-
diately went to acquaint the first physician with
it, entreating him to finish what he had had the
goodness to begin.

Some important business prevented his go-
ing to the Inquisition that day, but he went on
the s0th in the morning, and having:given
security for me in four hundred crowns that I
should leave the country, a Familiar was sent
in the afternoon of the same day, the last of
June, 1677, to the galley, to take off my irons
and conduct me to the Holy Office; where
being summoned into the presence of the In-
quisitors, one of them asking if I knew the
queen’s physician, told me he had become
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CHAP. XLVII.

The History of a Gentleman, which unfolds the
Spirit of the Holy Office.

I suarr conclude this account of the In-
quisition by the relation of what happened, in
my own knowledge, to two persons with whom
I was acquainted in the Galley, at Lisbon.
They were there before me, and remained
when I went out, and I had many very par-
ticular conversations with them both on the
subject of their own affairs and mine.

The first of these unfortunate gentlemen
was Major of a regiment when he was arrested.
His descent being ¢ Christam Novo,” he was
accused of Judaism by persons who apparently
had had no other means of saving their own
lives but by declaring themselves guilty of the
same crime, and naming many innocent per-
sons in order to discover (as required) the
witnesses against them.

The poor officer on being seized was thrown
into the prisons of the Holy Office, and often
examined for the purpose of drawing from his

X
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own mouth the cause of his apprehension; but
not being able to say that which he did not
know, after being detained upwards of two
years, it was signified to him that he was accused
and convicted in due form of being an apostate
Jew. This he positively declared was false,
protesting that he had never deviated from
the Christian religion, and denied all the
charges brought against him. Nothing was
‘omitted to induce him to confess. Not only
his life, but the restoration of his property was
promised. It was then attempted to intimidate
him by threats of a cruel death; but nothing
could shake his resolution, and he boldly told
his Judges that he would rather die innocent
than save his life by a meanness which would
load him with eternal infamy. The Duke
d’Aveira, who was then Inquisitor-General,
and earnestly desirous of preserving this pri-
soner’s life, one day visited him, and urgently
exhorted him to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity thus afforded for avoiding punishment.
The accused displayed a determined resolution
not to injure his own reputation by acknow-
ledging crimes he had not perpetrated. Irri-
tated by his obstinacy, the Inquisitor-General
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was so far transported as to exclaim, ¢ Cuides
que aveis de ganhar?” evidently meaning,
What then do you mean to do? Do you think
that we may be deceived? And with these
words retired, leaving the prisoner at liberty to
adopt his own course. The very extraordi-
nary meaning conveyed in this speeeh ex-
cites reflections very opposite either to the
honour of the Judge or of the Holy Office; as
it almost 1mplies, ¢ We will rather cause thee
to be burnt as guilty, than allow it to be
supposed that we have imprisoned thee without
cause.”

In course of time, the period of the Auto
da Fé advanced. After about three years’ con-
finement the Major heard his sentence of death
pronounced, and a Confessor was allotted to
prepare him for it. This gentleman, who had

~ hitherto been so firm, was moved by the ap-

proach and preparation of punishment, and
on the eve of the ceremony acknowledged
every thing, however false, that was required
against himself. He appeared in the proces-
sion with a Samarra covered with flames re-
versed, called in Portuguese, Fogo revolto, to
signify that by his confession, though late, he
X 2
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CHAP. XLVIIL
Remarkable History of another Gentleman.

A Portucurse gentleman of the highest
rank, who was Christam Novo, and extremely
wealthy, called Louis Pecoadessa, having been
concerned in many criminal proceedings in the
Lay Courts, had incurred the hatred of many
persons, who, in revenge, denounced him to
the Holy Office as secretly professing Judaism
with his family. In consequence, on the same
day, himself, his wife, his two sons, his daugh-
ter, and some other relations who lived in his
house, were arrested and taken to the prisons
of the Inquisition at Coimbra.

Louis Pecoa was first interrogated for the
particulars of his property, of which his real
estate alone produced upwards of 80,000 livres
per annum, and which, as well as his personal
property, has been seized by the Holy Office.
He was then urged to declare the cause of his
imprisonment, which from ignorance he was
unable to do. Every means in use at the In-
quisition were then adopted to compel him to
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confess his crimes; but nothing could affect
Louis Pegoa. At the expiration of three years
the accusations against him and the fatal con-
clusions of the Promoter were signified to him in
case he persevered in his refusal ; but instead
of accusing he attempted to justify himself,
declaring that every tittle of the accusations
against him was false, demanded to know the
witnesses who had deposed to them, whom he
undertook to convict of perjury, and concluded
by intimating to his Judges the means by which,
if they chose, his innocence might be ascer-
tained ; but the Inquisitors, disregarding all
that he had alleged in his defence, seeing him
persist in his denial of the charge, condemned
him to the flames; and his sentence was for-
mally announced to him fifteen days before it
was to be executed. The Duke de Cadaval,
who was intimately connected with Louis Pe-
coa, and the particular friend of the Duke
d’ Aveira, occasionally enquired how his affair
proceeded; and being informed by the Inqui-
sitor-General, that not having confessed, and
being fully convicted according to the rules of
the Holy Office, he could not escape unless he
accused himself before the time. This in-
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formation gave him considerable uneasiness.
He wished to have an interview with the unfor-
tunate gentleman, to prevail upon kim to save
his life on any terms, but that was impracti-
cable. At last, he thought of a most singular
and unexampled expedient. This,was to ex-
tract a promise from the Inquisitor-General,
that if he could persuade_Louis Pecoa to con-
fess even after his going out to the Act of
Faith, he should not be put to death, though
- directly contrary to the laws of the Holy
Office. This he obtained, and the day of the
celebration of the Aulo da F¢ being appointed,
he caused some friends of his and Louis Pe-
goa’s to leave Lisbon, and post themselves at
the gate of the Inquisition. When the pro-
cession commenced, and their unhappy friend
came forth, they advanced.

Being condemned, his pile was already pre-
pared; he wore a Carrocha and Samarra, covered
with flames and devils, his picture naturally
represented before and behind, placed upon
burning fire-brands; his sentence inscribed
beneath, and his Confessor walking by his side.
His friends no sooner beheld him than, burst-
ing into tears, they threw themselves on his
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neck, beseeching him, for the sake of the Duke
de Cadaval, and all that was dear to him, to
save his life. They told him the promise they
had obtained, that he should not be executed if
he would yet confess, and remonstrated that the
loss of all his estate ought not to influence him,
as the Duke, by whom they had been sent, had
charged them to assure him that he would be-
stow on him more than he had been deprived
of. All these reasons, nor the tears and en-
treaties of his generous friends made no impres-
sion on Louis Pecoa, who declared aloud that
he had always been a Christian, that such he
would die, and that all the charges against him
were so many falsehoods invented by his ene-
mies, and tolerated by the Holy Office to profit
- by his spoils. The procession being arrived at
the place appointed, a sermon was preached,
the proceedings were read, absolution was given
to those whose lives were spared, and in the
evening the publication of the causes of those
who were to be burnt commenced ; the depu-
ties of the Duke de Cadaval redoubled their
entreaties, and at length prevailed upon their
friend to demand an audience. He arose, and
said as he went along, *“ Come then, we will go
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and commit falsehoods to gratify our friends.”
An audience was conceded, and he was recons
ducted to the prisons; but the Act of Faith
being concluded when he was summoned 1o the
Board to confess, it was with difficulty he could
dctermine to do so, and was often on the point
of having his sentence confirmed without hope
of mercy. Nevertheless, he finally declared
every thing they required, and signed his con-
fession. After two years had elapsed, he was
sent to Evora, where he appeared at an Act of
Faith, wearing a Samarra with reversed flames;
and having been five years in the prisons of the
Holy Office, he was sentenced for other five to
the galleys, whither he was sent the next day,
and there I became acquainted with him, and
obtained the knowledge of what I have de-
tailed.

This unfortunate person, who was a very
accomplished gentleman, and a good Christian,
learnt upon his release that his wife and his
daughter had died in the prisons shortly after
they were confined ; and that his two sons,
less firm than himself, had made a timely con-
fession, and being discharged some time before,
were sentenced to banishment for ten years into
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and with the roads through which, beyond 150 miles from
Macerata, he was perfectly unacquainted. After traveling
ten miles without meeting any body, he found himself at a
place where two ways met; the one leading to Loretto,
the other being the road which he proposed going. Here
he stood some minutes in the most profound perplexity.
The dreadful alternative appeared now in the strongest
view, and he was even yet tempted to quit his darling
project, and turn towards Loretto. But finally, collecting
all the force of his staggering resolution, he pushed . his
horse into the contrary road; and that instant left all his
fears behind, |

It was in the month of April when Mr. Bower began
his journey. During the first 17 days, the nature of the
roads he was obliged to pursue, amongst mountains,
woods, rocks and precipices, in paths generally no better
than a sheep track, and often not so good, prevented his
travelling more than 100 miles. When he met any per-
son, which was very seldom, he pretended to have lost his
way, and enquired for the high road to avoid suspicion;
for he well knew, that so soon as the papers he conveyed

- were missing, or that there was any reason to suspect his
escape, expresses would be dispatched in every direction,
and every possible method adopted to secure him. In
fact expresses were sent off; and in a very short time out-
stripped him above 100 miles.

During these seventeen days he supported himself on
coat’s milk, obtained from the shepherds, with such coarse
victuals as he could purchase of the peasants who came
to cut faggots ; choosing his place of repose where there
was most shelter for himself, and grass for his horse. At
the expiration of this period, having fasted nearly three days,
he was compelled to strike into the high road, and enter
the first house he came to, which happened to be a post—
Youse, with only one small room where gentlemen staid
till their horses were changed. He requested the land-

|
i



APPENDIX. 181

lady to give him some victuals; butlooking about he saw
a paper posted up over the door, which contained the most
exact and minute description of his own person, offering
a reward to the value of £800 to any one who should
carry him alive to the Inquisition, and of £600 for his
head. This was sufficiently terrifying, as there were two
countrymen in the house. He endeavoured to hide his
face, by rubbing it with his handkerchief, and blowing
his nose; and when he gotinto the room, by looking out
of the window. But one of the fellows presently observ-
ing—* This gentleman does not care to be known”—Mr.
Bower thought there was nothing for it but to brave it
out; so turning to him, he put his handkerchief in his
pocket, and said boldly—“ You rascal! what do you
mean? What have I done that I need fear to be known *
Look at me, you villain!”  The man made no reply, but
got up, nodded his head, and winking significantly to
his companion, they walked out together. Mr. Bower
- watched them from the window, but a corner obstructed
his view for a few minutes. In a short time he espied
them with three or four others in close conference. This
forboded no good. Not a moment was to be lost. He
drew out his pistols, put one in his sleeve, and with the
other cocked in his hand, marched into the stable, and
without saying a word, mounted his horse and rode off.

Fortunately the men wanted either presence of mind
or courage to attack him, for they certainly recognized
him by the description given in the advertisement. He
was now again obliged to seek refuge in the woods, where
he must soon have been famished, but for the superin-
tendence of a divine providence. At night when he was
almost fainting, he met with some wood-cutters, who
supplied him with excellent provision. He wandered for
some time through paths in which he rendered his horse
more assistance than he could derive from him; being
obliged 1o clear the roads and lead him.
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stir least they should disturb him) came to know how he
had rested. The good dame was drest in her holiday
cloaths. After breakfast, the husband set out with him
to dircct him the road to Berne, which was at no great
distance, but previously insisted on returning with him a
little way to shew him the roud he had taken the pre-
ceding night. Mr. Bower did not much like this. The
man perceiving his doubts, reproved him for distrusting
that Providence which had so wonderfully preserved him;
and soon convinced him that he only wanted to increase
his dependance on it for the future, by shewing him the
dunger he had escaped; for he saw that he and his horse
had passed a dreadful precipice, where the breadth of the
path would scarcely admit a horse, and the very sight of
which made him shudder. The peasant accompanied him
for several miles on the road to Berne, until there was no
probability of losing his way; and then left him with a
thousand good wishes.

So truly does religion exalt and refine the sentiments,
that when Mr. Bower offered to remunerate him, though
in such extreme poverty, he obstinately refused to accept
any thing, saying—‘“ God forbid! he had his reward in
being in any manner instrumental to his safety!” In
general those who profess the Protestant religion on the
confines of the Ecclesiastic State, are remarkably zealous.

Mr, Bower proceeded towards Berne,at which place he
enquired for the Minister, to whom he discovered him-
self, and received from him as hearty a welcome as he
had experienced from the honest Swiss, with the addition
of more elegant entertainment but was advised to go
forward the next morning to Basle; for, though protected
from open violence, he was not secure from secret
treachery.

Basle being situate on the Rhine, a boat sailed at stated
times from thence to Holland, which was usually crowded
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by people of desperate characters, from all parts of the
Continent, flying from the laws of their respective coun-
tries, for theft, murder, and crimes of every description.
This conveyance seemed to afford the most expeditious
mode of getting to England, and the Minister gave Mr.
Bower a letter of recommendation to his friend, the
minister at Basle, who received him kindly, and approved
of the plan suggested.

During the two days following his arrival, before the
sailing of the passage-boat, Mr. Bower kept close quar-
ters, and equipped himself in a manner suitable to the
company with which he was about to associate, putting
his own cloaths into his portmauteau: of which, as he
was instructed to be particularly careful, he made his seat
by day and his pillow by night. Being obliged to leave
his horse, which was endeared to him by the hardships it
_had shaied with him, he was determined to place it in the
hands of a kind master, and presented it to the friendly .
Minister, who promised that it should be ridden by no
one but himself; and that, when it became old or infirm,
it should be comfortably maintained. So inseparable are
tenderness and humanity, from true greatness of soul, that
Mr. Bower shed some tears at parting with his compa-
nion and assistant in his difficulties.

Disgusting as he found the company in the boat, he was
compelled to regret the necessity of leaving it, in conse-
quence of having sprung a leak, which obliged the master
to put in at Strasburgh for repairs, which might detain
him a fortnight. To stay there was impossible. Mr. B.
therefore, took off the shabby dress in which he was dis-
guised, at the first Inn he saw, and concealing it beneath
the bed, stole out with his portmanteau to a tavern,
from whence he sent to engage a place in the stage to
Calais. For the first two or three days of his journey, he
beard nothing concerning himself; which induced him
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the desired haven, was a distracting thought. Itseemed
that a most singular interposition of Providence alone could
prevent it. Whilst engaged in these sad reflections, he
heard some company laughing and talking very loud ; and
listening at the door, he found that the conversation was
in a language which he did not understand. Concluding,
therefore, that the party was English, he rushed into
the room, and recollecting the face of Lord Baltimore,
whom he had seen at Rome, he requested the favour of a
word in private with his Lordship. The surprise occa-
sioned by his sudden appearance, with one pistol cocked
in his hand, and another in his sleeve, was increased by
Mzr. Bower’s request, accompanied by his determined air.
Lord Baltimore desired he would lay down his pistol,
which he did, begging pardon for not having done so
before: some of the gentlemen then told him of the
other, which he likewise laid down. Lord Baltimore then
asked him if he had any other arms about him; and being
assured he had not, he directly retired with him into
another apartment. On being informed who he was,
Lord Baltimore exclaimed, “Mr. Bower! you are undone,
and I cannot protect you; they are above searching your
apartment!” But alucky thought fortunately occurring,
he instantly returned to his company, and proposed that
they should rise up, and taking him in the midst of them,
try to cover him till they could get to his Lordship’s boat.
To which the gentlemen immediately assented, and the
scheme succeeded: for the boat being very near, they
got to it unobserved, and all jumping in, they rowed
with four pair of oars, to a yatcht that lay off the shore
about two miles, in which the party had come for an
excursion, and to drink a bottle of French wine. The
wind being fair, they soon reached Dover, where he was

safely landed.

William Rawson, Printer, Lowgate, Hull,
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