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OF MEDICINE, 19

The particular laws of the circulation
of the fluids in the capillary veflels, and
in the cellular tiflue, are another funda-
mental principle of the Phyfic of the hu-
man body. The difcovery of the circu-

lation of the blood, which was thought
to be the moft important obje&t of the
animal ceconomy, was, nutwithﬁandin—g,
a fource of errors in the theory and prac=
tice of the art; becaufe they confidered
the arteries and veins as forming a conti-
nued circle, through which the fluids
muft neceffarily pafs without any obftruc=
tion or retrogradation ; becaufe they knew
not that between the extremities of the
arteries, and veins, there were other vef-
{els, and a peculiar organ, through which
the fluids might flow and reflow, might
carry themfelves into all the parts of the
body, without paffing by the heart; and
becaufe they did not conceive that thefe
fluids might follow all directions poflible
through irritation alone, which attraéts
or repulfes them, according to their dif-
ferent modifications.
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