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HE following Sheets are prefented to

the Public on a Prefumption that they
may be ferviceable. The Author, at leaft, is
not confcious of having maintained any Opi-
nion through Prejudice, of afferting any Fa&
without Authority, or of having followed
any other Guide than Reafon and Experience.

The firft Sketch of this Eflay was origi-
nally wrote in the Year 1748, and defigned
for a {mall Circle of Friends, who weekly
fubmitted to each others Examination their
Thoughts on the different Difeafes of the hu-

man
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man Body. As it happened to meet with
their Approbation, the Author frequently re-
vifed it, and from Time to Time added fuch
Obfervations as occured to him.

In the Year 1752, when he was a Candi-
date for a Degree in the Univerfity of Edin-
burgh, he digefted his fcattered Obfervations
with greater Accuracy, and made them public
in 2 Form no otherwife differing from the
prefent, than that the Language was Latin,
and the Plan more confined.

The firft Part of this Effay contains the ge-
peral Doétrine concerning Dropfies ; in which
the Seat and Nature of this Difeafe, the
Symptoms obfervable, and the different
Caules, are confidered; the Circamitances from
which the Event may probably be foretold
are pointed out, and the proper Indications of

Cure
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Cure are laid down, with the Method of exe-
cuting each.

In the fecond Part, which treats of the
different Species of the Difeafe, the fame Or-
der is obferved as in the former.

As the Knowledge of the latter Parts de-
pends on what has preceded, the whole is di-
vided into Seions, to which Numbers are
prefixed ; fo that by referring to thefe, Repe-
titions are avoided.

The firft Edition of this Effay was publifked
in the Year 1755, the fecond in the Begin-
ning of 1756, fince which Time the Author
has made many Additions and Cox rections, 111.:1
by a careful Attention to the numerous Ca
which have occurred to him in the Courfe of

his Praclice in large Hofpitals, by

..-..l_ _'|

nh_‘%:rvﬁ."*-g
the Effe@s of the different Medicines which

1ave
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have been propofed for the Cure of dropfical
Diforders, and by converfing with other Phy-
ficians of extenfive Practice, has endeavoured

to render this Effay mare compleat and
ufeful,

N. B. The Hiflories of Cafes marked
thus *.% are Abfiraéls from the Notes of a
Phyfician juftly efleemed for his Knowledge in bis
Profeffion, but who defired that bis Name might
not be mentioned.
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DROPSIES.

HE Cavities of an animal Body, how-

ever empty they may appear after
Death, are all of them during Life filled either
with Fluids, or with folid Subftances, or with
both; and their Sides, which are compofed
either of Bones, Cartilages, Ligaments, Mem-
branes, or Mufcles, have a conftant Preflure to
{uftain from the Bulk, Weight, or Rarefa&ion
of their Contents.

2. The Cavities are of four different Kinds.

1. Thofe in which the Blood, and other
Liquors of the Body circulate; fuch as the
Heart, Arteries, Veins, and other Veflels. 2.
Thole which receive the Liquors fecreted from
B the

e
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the common Mafs of Blood, in erder to con-
vey them out of the Body, or to depofit them
in fome larger Cavity; fuch as the Alimentary
Canal, the Windpipe, the Gall and Urinary
Bladders, the Uterus. 3. Thofe Cavities which
have Liquors depofited in them by the Exha-
lant Arterics, and from which there is no other
Eorefs but by the abforbent Veins ; fuch are the
eellular Membranes, the Ova in the Ovarium.
4. Thofe that contain other Organs; as the
Head, Thorax, Abdomen, Scrotum, and Cap-
fule of the Joints. All of this laft Species have
their internal Surface conftantly moiftened with
fine thin Liquors thrown out from the Orifices
of numerous Arteries, to be taken up again by
the like Extremities of abforbent Veins (2).
3. The

(a) Formerly Branches of the Veins carrying red Blood,
were believed to open into the Cavities, and to perform the
QOffice of Abforbents; but we now know from certain Ex-
periments, that the valvular lymphatic Veins are a Syftem
of abforbent Veflzls, and diftributed through the whole
human Body; and it is even doubted whether any other
Veflels but they, and the laéteals, act as Ablorbents, Some
Experiments have been brought to fupport this laft Opinion,
while
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3- The Fluids contained in the fieft, and the
greater Part of the {fecond Species of Cavities,
being compofed cf various heterogeneous Par-
ticles endued with differen FII’.JJ{,‘FH”F, oive Rife
to innumerable Difle mpers. But a few of the
fecond, and all the third and fourth-Kind of
Cavities, abound with thin watery Liquors,
which, when colle&ed in more than the ordi-
nary natural Quantity, caufe the Difeafe called
) by the Greeks, and from thence named
Dropfy (4) by the Englith; the Phznomena,

Caufes

while thofe of eminent Authors fhould feem to prove that
the Extremities of red Veins affift in this Office.

i f

(4) Dropfy is a Corruption of the Greek word ¢ parL,
derived from vd'wp HFater.

From this Word ¢Jwp, compounded with the Name
either of the difeafed Part, or of the Quality of the extra-
vafated Liquor, or of the Name of fomething which the
tumified Pare was thm,l\:_r_ht to refemble, were formed the
Greek Names of the different forts of Dropfies: Thus,

Hydrocephalus, ¢d'ponspanas, or odpouipanar, Drapfy of
I_m. If.-.-:‘?-:’f; ﬂ'ﬂl’l‘l Lir"". . and jﬂ__w‘;g.'.',lf}._ﬂ the J,’r'jrf.:r.;ﬂ?.

Hydrophthalmia, JJFH..}:H_IMQ{} D.-'::fb_sj:- of the Eye, from
vd'wpy and op3Faruos the Eye.

B 2 Hydrogloflum,
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Caufes, and different Kinds of which, with the
Prognofis and Method of Cure, are the Subje&
of this Effay.

"dydrogloflum; $dopy rwsaor, Drapfy of the Tongue, from
f_.TJ.:-}F, and yAwgae the Tongue.

Hjidrarthfﬂn.} ;:;f"q::z‘r. 3pow, ﬂ?‘ﬁ‘r'l_.l"j' ":‘f a :}'&F?.’t, from JJ'.-HPJ
and zpdpoy @ Joint.

Hydromphalum, ¢f'psuaanar, Dropfy of the Navel, from
l'j:f'&:l‘b, and oupanos the Navel,

Hydrocardia, ddpoxapdisa, IWater in the Pericardium, from
vwp, and gapdia the Heart.

H}tdrﬂ{:ﬁ]e, ud'poxnan, any fori .ﬂt,lf watery Tzmsr, but h:,l'
Cuftom confined to fiznify only Colleftions of Water in the
Scrotum, from gd'wp, and xnan @ Tumor,

Hydrops Anafarca, ¢J'pa.l dragdpna, a Dropfy among the
Flofh, from aye, between.or ameng, and gaps Flefb.

Hydrops Leucophlegmatia, xsuxopasyparia, from Asuner
qwhite, and gasyua Plicgm.

Hydrops Alcites, azziTng, Dropfy ﬁfﬁ:?a:' Belly, from arros,
a Botile, the Belly, when diftended with Water, being
thought to refemble a full Bottle,
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IN GENERATL

SYMPTOM S.

4. OO great a Quantity of watery Li-

quors collected in a Cavity diftendsits |
Sides, and enlarges its Size, prefles on the fur- |
rounding Parts, difturbs their Funéions, and
gives an unealy Senfe of Weight to the Pa-
tient.

. Thefe Symptoms appear fooner or later,
are milder or more fevere, in proportion to——

B 3 1. The ‘

5 i
B
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1. The greater or lefs Force with which the
Sides of the Cavity containing the Water reft
the Diftention.—2. The falter or {lower Re-
pletion of the Cavity by the extravafated Li-
quor.—3. The Degree of Senfibility in the
4. The Ule-
| fulnefs, &c. of the neighbouring Organs.

L Sides of the diftended Cavity.

. 6. Limpid Water will not of itfelf change
the Colour of the Parts in which it i1s con-
tained ; and therefore Dropfical Parts which
Light can pervade, when viewed between the
Eye and a bright Light, appear pellucid. But
as the Water of Dropfies is not always pure

o TR -

(¢), the want of Pellucidity muft not be taken
for a certain Sign that the Difeafe is not a
| Dropfy.

=. Water collected in a foft Part yields to
the Touch, and may be felt fluctuating ; but

(¢) I have often feen it of a greenith, a brown, or a

bloody Colour : fometimes alfo it refembles Milk, of which
fee Hiftories in Baffu Obf. Med, dec. 2. obf. 7.~--Hifl, de
" Aead, des Sciencesy, 1700 & 1710,

when
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when the Sides of the Cavity in which it is
colleCted are thick, or of a rigid Texture, or
are very full and greatly diftended, or when
the Quantity of the contained Water is very
{fmall, this undulatory Motion of the Flaid is
fcarce perceptible.

8. When the thinner Parts of the Water {o
collefted are abforbed by the Veins, the Re-
mainder grows thick, acquires a mucous or ge-
latinous Confiftence, and the Difeafe then puts
on a different Appearance ().

g. The Organs macerated in this hydropic
Fluid become foft, lax, and weak.—If the
Water turns acrid it corrodes the neighbouring
Parts, and fome of its acrid Particles being ab-
forbed and mixed with the Blood bring on

(d) Hiftories of Hydatides, gelatinous, fteatomatous,
and other Tumours found in the Ovarium. Nuch. Adeno-
graph. cap. 8. and Philofoph. Tranf. No. 466. fec?. 4.—Thick
gelatinous Matter among the Mulcles, with a large hy-
dropic Sac adhering to the Womb,  Epbem. German, 1742,
obf. 94.-»-Jelly in the Abdomen. Barbette Prax. p. 16q.

B 4 Fevers,
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Fevers, Convulfions, and other Symptoms of
acrid circulating Fluids : hence we fee how
Dropfies may produce many other Diforders (¢).

10. Hydropical Waters, by their Preffure on
the Veflcls near them, muft obftru&t more or
lels the Courfe of the Blood, particularly in the
Veins ; and therefore, when this Preflure afects
any confiderable Veflels, the Heart and Lungs
are in danger of being gorged with toe much
Blood; efpecially when the Motion of the

(¢) The Surface of the Heart and Pericardium is often
eroded by Water contained in this laft named Cavity, of
which fee Examples in 462, Hafnienf. vol. 1. cbf. 89. Fran,
Syloit, Prax. Med. lib. 1. cap. 26. fee. 26.—The Diaphragm
has been perforated by the Erofion of Watercontained in a
Cyft in the Thorax. A2, Hafuienf. vol. 2. obf. 16.---The
Water of an Alcites became fo acrid and corrupted, that
when it was let out after Death, it produced Symptoms
equal to thole proceeding from a Peftilential Vapour, the
Perfon who let it out fell into a Putrid Fever, and angry
Puftules arofe from every Part of his Hands or Fingers on
which the lealt Drop of the Water had fallen.  Philsfzph.
Tranf. No. 454. [eit. 4.---In almoft all afcitical Bodies
we find more or lefs of the Inteftines inflamed or corroded
by 'the W ater.

Fluids
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Fluids is accelerated by Exercife, Fever, ftimu-
lating Food, or the like Caufes. Hence thes
Dyfpnea and frequent Cough of many h}rdm:"“
pic People (7), and the more than ordinary
Size of the Heart obferved in the Diffection of
fuch (g).

C A U § B 8§

11, Many and various are the Caufes of
Dropfies, the principal of which are the fol-
lowing,

12. A Weaknefs and Laxity of the Fibres:
for swhen the Veflels do not act with {ufficient
Force, the Fluids become of a watery Con-
fiftence, and the Orifices of the exhaling Ar-
teries being too weak, allow a greater Quan-

(/) 1 cannot affert, as many Writers have done, that
Dropfies are always attended with Dylpnea and Cough ;
for daily Experience fhews us that feveral Species and De-
grees of Droply occafion neither of thefle Symptoms,

{g) Many Obfervations of the large Size of the Hearts
of thofe who died of Dropfies may be read in Bonet. Sepad-
dirvit. Anat, lib, 2 &5 3,

tity
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tity of Liquors than ordinary to pafs through
them, while the abforbent Veins being weak
ened in at leaft an equal Proportion, do not
take up fo much as they were wont to do.
This Weaknefs may be brought on by many
different Caufes : for Example, by any great
Evacuation, efpecially by Bleeding (4); by a
moift Climate (7); by an unactive fedentary

(5) A fubcutancous Dropfy occafioned by the menftrual
Difcharge continuing too long.  Foreff. lib, 19. obf. 35.—
By Vomiting of Blood., Jbid. -alii,lf 42.—T'wo Hiftories of
the like Difeafe from frequent and long Bleeding at the
Nofe. Schenk. Obf. lib. 3. de Hydrope, obf. 9.— A Droply
from pifiing of Blood, [bid. sbf. 12.—T wo Dropfies oc-
cafioned by too frequent :Etiing of Blood. Ilfﬂl’;:‘ﬂ?_‘m {:w:'-.y‘—.
Acad, Nat. Curiof. dec. 2. ann. 2. obf. 169.—By Lofs of Blood
on opening Veflels under the Tongue, Jbid, anno 10, obf-
34.—0One from a Flooding after an Abortion in the third
Month, Heffiman. Oper, tom. 3. cap. 14, de Hydrope, obf. 3.
—An Afcites after vomiting eighteen Pounds of Blood.
River, Ua'i;': Clemmun. 15. 2. 555.—-1‘31!:3 fame from a fpit-
ting of Bloed. Lifler, Exerat. Med. de Hydrepe, agrot, 2.

;":',J.Pmp]e in Holland, and other fenny Countries, are
more fubject to Dropfies than thofe who live in a more
pure dry Air.

Life
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Life (%); by too thin watery Diet (/); by Dif-
eafes that caufe a Diminution of the Strength,
either

(#) A Hydrops Pe&oris from a fedentary ftudious Life.
Bonet. Sepulch, Anat. lib. ii. fefd. 1. obf. 76.—Ramazzini de
Morb. Artific. fhews, by a Variety of Examples, how fre-
quent Dropfies are among thofe People whole Employment
requires a fedentary Life, and expoles them to Moifture.

(1) A young Woman, a Nurfe, having, in order to
increale her Milk, drunk immoderately, Night and Du}',
of Beer, fometimes by itfelf, fometimes mixed with Milk,
contracted a monftrous Afcites. FHillis, Pharm. Ration.
part 2. cap. 3. [eld. 2.—See fuch another Cafe in Mijeel,
Curiof- a. n. ¢. dec. 2. ann. §. ebf. 133—An Alcites from
frequent Haemorrhages, and the too liberal Ufe of fmall
Liquors. Philef. Tranf. No. 471. fefd. 15.— I he follow-
ing Cafe I had from Dr. Fothergill: A Perfon who had
been ordered todrink Barley-Water plentifully, toremove a
Fever, drank about fix Quarts of this Liquor daily, during
a Month, and acquired an abftinate and almoft incurable:
Anafarca.—Schulzius tells us a very pretty Experiment re-
lating to this Subject: he bled a very ftrong Dog till he al-
moft fainted, and then forcing him to fwallow a large
Quantity of Water, he foon became Hydropic. De Elafiic.
Eﬁl‘f@'. 11 Haller. D.:;f:ﬁm‘. Anat. wol. ill. p. 670. Dr. Hales
opened the jugular Vein of a living Dog, and fixed in it
the one End of a long Tube direfted towards the Heart;
and then poured into a Funnel, fixed at the other End of

the

s
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either of the whole Body (), or of fome par-

tiealar Part ().
Whatever

the Tube, blood warm Water, which entered the Vein
with a Force equal to that of the Heart, by the Tube’s being
raifed to a proper Height ; and very foon after he obferved
that as the Water was poured into the Tube, the Blood
which run out of the cut Vein, above where the Pipe was
fixed, became gradually more and more diluted ; and that
in half an Hour the Creature was quite dropfical, having
both the Cellular Membranes and Cavity of the Abdomen
frlled with a watery Liquor, Sce Hemaflat, Exp. 14.

(m) Wehad a great many Cafes in the Military Hofpi-
tals in Germany, during the Jate War, of Dyfenteries,
¥evers, and Agues, which were fucceeded with dropfical
Swellings either of the lower Extremities or of the whole
Body.—Such daily occur at §t. George’s and the other Hof-
pitals about Lendon—and numerous Examples of this Kind
are related by Hoffinany Forreflus, and other pra&ical Ay-
thors.

* (n) A Hydrocele from a Bruife on the Saddle. Turner's
Surgery, wol. 1. p. 229.=~A Droply of the Belly from a
Blow on theRight Side. Mead. Afon, Med. cap. 8.—2Of the
¥oot from a Luxation of the Ancle. River: Cent. 3. obf.
?5,—'“"& had in the Year 1755, in iz, Gearge’s Holpital,
a Patient, Robert Damyerin, who was received into the
Houfe for an Anafarca, which he astributed to a Sprain of

his
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Whatever is the original Caufe of a Dropfy,
it may be concluded, from Sec. g and 10, that
more or lefs of the-Patient’s Body will be
weakened by fuch a Collection of extravafated
Fluids, and that in Proportion to the Extent,
Continuance, and Effects of the Difeafe; and
therefore the Dropfy itfelf is acceflary to the
Increafe, or even to the bringing on of this
Caufe which we have been now confidering.

13. When the proper Organs for the Ex-
cretion of watery Liquors do not allow them
to pafs off, the fuperfluous watery Serum that
remains in the Body is often thrown into fome
of the Cavities, and occafions dropfical Swel-
lings in thofe Parts (¢): And the Retention of

thofe

his Wrift in lifting a Burthen ; immediately he faid his
Wrrift began to fwell, and the Swelling fpread from thence,

all over his Body.

(s) A fubcutaneous Droply from a Supprefion of the
Menfes. Forgfl. lib. 19. obf. 34.—Alcites from a Stop-
page of the Hemorrhoids, Zid. o6 39.—From an ha-
bitual plentiful Sweating in the Hams ceafing. 42, Phyfi.
Mid. a. n. ¢ ool v. obf. 2.~From both Kidneys being

ftuffed
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thofe Liqaors in the Blood longer than the or-

! dinary Time, increafing too much their Ten-

T dency to the putrefcent, contributes, as well

g as the Abforption of the effufed Liquors, to

the Thirft which many hydropic People com-
plain of.

| - Women being more fubjeét to a Stoppage of
the natural Excretions, and of a weaker Frame,

are alledged to be more i'rmluemly attacked by
Dropfies, than Men.

14. Whatever obftru@s the Circulation of
the Blood in the larger Veflels, may produce
a Dropfy : For if the Blood be ftopped in the
large Veflels, the fmaller ones are over-filled,

it and the thin or watery Part of the Blood is for-
EF: ced off into Cavities through the lateral arte-

ftuffed with Mucus. Bonet. Sepulch. Anat. lib 7. fe? 21.
obf. 8.—From the Left Kidney confumed by an Ulcer,
and the Right one totally obftructed by a Stone. Bartholin.
Epifl. Cent. 4. epifl. 17.—From a Dyfuria, Liffer. Ex-
ercit. Med. de Hydrope, £grot. 15.~From a fudden Stop=-
page of Urine. AMifcel, Curesfi aun. ¢c. decs 3. ann, 5. &
6. obf 185, 3

T10Us
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rious Branches ; while the abforbent Veins be-
ing alfo full, and gorged with Liquars, the bi-
bulous Mouths of their Capillaries take up little
or nothing. It isin this Way that the Legs
of People in the Afcites, and of Women with
Child, become cedematous ; and that nume-
rous Dropfies are produced by Polypi (p) in the
Heart or large Veflels, by Schirri (¢), Impoft-

humes

(p) A Dropfy of the Breaft and Abdomen, from a Po-
lypus in each Ventricle of the Heart. Epbem. German.
dec. 2. ann. 6. obf. 232.~See many Hiftories of Afcites
from the fame Caule. Bomet. Sepulch. lib. 3. fee. 21.

obf. 3.

(¢) In Bonetus's Scpulch. Anat. lib. 3. and moft other
medical Obfervators, there are numerous Hiftories of
Dropfies from Schirri of the Vifcera. I have feen many
Examples myfelf of Dropfies from a fchirrous Stomach,
Liver, Spleen, Pancreas, and Ovaria. Two uncommon
Cafes which I faw in the Year 1752 I fhall here relate :
One "Mac Donald, a Soldier, being feized with a
quartan Apgue in flanders, after fome Time obferved a
Tumour in his left Side below the Ribs, and foon after all
his Belly fwelled. He returned to Scotland, and was taken
into the Infirmary at Edinburgh, where he died. His Bo-
dy being opened, a confiderable Quantity of Water was

found
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humes (#), Tumours, and other Caufes of
Obftruction or Compreffion ().
13. Such

found in his Belly, and a fchirrous Spleen befet with two
little Bags, which contained about fix or feven Quneces of
Water; the whole weighed one hundred and twenty-fix
Qunces.

* The other, a Woman who died of an Afcites, whofe
Stomach was quite fchirrous, being in fome Places near
an Inch thick : Its Plicee were all hard, fchirrous, very
prominent, and feemed convoluted in an extraordinary
Manner. The Pancreas too was firm and hard,

Although the many Obferviaons fince Difle@ions of '
human Bodies have been frequent, fhew that the Ancients
erred in attributing Dropfies entirely to the Liver, or to it
and the Spleen; yet none of the other Bowels fo fre-
quently give Rife to, or are fo often hurt by this Difeafe ;
which every one muft be convinced of, who has exami-
ed many hydropical Bodies, or who will look into Bometus,
Schenkius, and the other Colle@ors of practical Obferva-
tions. Moreover, the Situation, Texture; and Ufes of
thefe Vilcera, prove that it muft be fo. The Liver is fo
fituated, that the Vena Cava muft be comprefled when-
ever it fwells and becomes hard ; and the Blood which
pafles through it has been deprived of its finer Parts, and
in their Stead received Particles from our Food ard Drink,
which have undergone no Preparation by the Circulation,
and therefore Obftruftions muft frequently happen here.
The
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15. Such Caufes as contract the fmall Vele
fels, or vitiate the Fluids, fo as to prevent the
Blood

~—The Spleen difcharges its Blood into the Liver, and
confequently often fuffers with it. The Texture of both
is fo tender, that they are eafily hurt by foaking in acrid

Water, or by any other external Caufe,

(r) A Dropfy of the Breaft, from an Impofthume of
the Lungs:  Schenk. OUf. lib. 2. de Peci. Hydrope, obf. 6.
I have often found more or lefs Water in the Thorax of

People who died of the Phthifis Pulmonalis,

Y (s) The Baron Fan Swieten gives an Acceunt of a Drc‘:pl’f

of the Belly, which was occafioned by the Omentum be-
ing diftended into a fteatomatous Tumour, which weigh-
ed thirty-three Pounds. See Comment. Jeét. 1239, wal. iv.
P 235-

An unmarried Woman, after being fome time in a bad
State of Health, perceived a Swelling in the lower Part of
her Belly towards the Right Side. Some time after fhe be-
came dropfical, and the Diforder increaled daily for fome
Years, till the died. She had taken Variety of Medicines
without receiving any Benefit.  After her Death the Body
was opened, and I was prefent at the Diflc@&ion. The
Abdomen was full of Water, and there were two large
fteatomatous Tumours towards the Right Side, which lay
above the Uterus, The one was about the Size of the
Head of a new-born Child, and arofe from the Fundus

C Uteri
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Blood from paffing freely from the Arteries in-
to the Veins, may have the fame Effells;
hence

Uteri by a Root not larger than one’s little Finger. The
other was at leaft threce Times that Size, and arofe by a
Root two Inches thick, from the Uterus at the Place where
the right fallopian Tube joins it. The Subftance of the
right Tube was greatly enlarged, and filled with a flea-
tomatous Matter, and was befet with five or fix Hyda-
tides.

» * % An Officer on Board a Tranfport Ship received a
violent Blow on his Breaft, which was at firlt neglected,
there being no Surgeon on Board to bleed him, or give
him any proper Dire@ions. When he came to England,
he had a violent Difficulty of Breathing, attended with
hectic Symptoms, for which he confulted a Phyfician of
Eminence in Town, but died foon after. His Body was
opened. There was a Pint of extravafated Serum in the
Abdomen ; four Quarts of a yellowith Serum in the Ca-
vity of the Left Side of the Thorax ; and the Lungs of that
Side were fo comprefled as to have the Appearance of 2
Piece of Fleth, without any Remains of a Veficular Tex-
ture, and were lefs than the Size of one’s Fift.—In the
Right Side of the Thorax there were three Pints of the
fame fort of Serum, and the Lungs greatly contradted.—
The Pericardium was thickened on the Left Side, and
contained rather more Water than common ; and there
was a large firm Polypous Concretion in each Ventricle of
the
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hence this Difeafe is frequently occafioned by

Food too vifcid and tenacious to be rightly
concocted

the Heart, with long Appendices to each, which extended
themfelves into the large Blood Veflels,

In the Year 1750 I difle@ed the Body of a Man who
died of an Ubiverfal Dropfv, in the Prefence of Dr. Fobn
Rutherford Profeflor of Medicine inthe Univerfity of Edin-
burgh : we could difcover no other Caufe of the Difeafe
than the Offification of the Valvul= Mitrales in the Left
Ventricle of the Heart, by which the Orifice of that Ven.
tricle was fo firaitened, that I could fearce force my- little
Finger intoit. The Heart itfelf was very large. While
the Man was alive, all the foft Parts of the Neck were
raifed by every Syflole of the Heart, in fuch a Manner that
the Veins there feemed to have a Pulfation.—An Inftance of
the fame Kind may be feen in Peyer. Method. Hift, Anat,
Med. cap. 6. quoted by Kemper de Valvul, Natura in Fallor.
Diftut. Anat. vol. ii. p. 107.—A Dropfy of the Breaft with
Afthma, difficult Hrr:aihing_:, fainting I'its, a eradual Failure
of the Puile, and at laft a total Ceffation of it for a
Day or two before Death, from the femilunar Valves
of the Heart being offified, and {topping entirely
the Paflage of the Blood.  Ruyfh, obf. 6g—In the
very large flaccid Heart of one who died of a Dropfy of the
Belly, Thorax, and Pericardium, the Valves of the two
great Arteries were offified, and there was a large Polypus
in the Left Ventricle of the Heart. Mifeel. Cur. a. n. ¢, dec,
3-an. 9 & 10. obf. 89.—An Hydropic Tumour, about

Ca2 the
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conco&ed and affimilated to the other Juices(#);
by cold moift Air (#); by violent long-conti-
nued Exercife (w); by the too liberal Ufe of

fpiritucus Liquors (x), which ftimulate and
harden

the Size of a Hen’s Egg, a little below the Navel, otca-
fioned by three Stones in the Cellular Membrane under the
Skin ; the largeft weighed a Drachm, the fecond two Seru-
ples, and the leaf about half a Drachm. Promit, Pr',:_'..',ﬁr'r.
Med. Polmice, wol. il. obf. gu—Lower tried a very pretty
Experiment to afcertain this Caule of the Dropfy : he made
a Ligature on the inferior Vena Cava of a Dog, and in a
few Hours the Animal expired : a great Quantity of Wa-
ter was collected in the Belly, as if the Creature had long
laboured under an Afcites. He found too, that tying
the Jugular Veins made the Head cedematous.  De Corde,
cap. 2. p. 128.

(1) A Dropfy of the Breaft and Belly, from bad Diet,
and a fedentary Life. Haffinan, tom. 3. de Hydrope, abf. 6.

() An anafarcous Swelling of the Head from Cold,
Binninger, obf, cent. I. obf. G4.

(w) A Dropfy of the Breaft, from too violent Exercife.
Willis Pharm. Ration. p. 2. fed. 1. cap. 13.

(x) A Dronfy of the Brea®, from Cold and drinking
Spirits. Fleoffman, tem. 3. de Hydrope, fu"p": 7.—A Drop-

fy with two Relapfes, from drinking Spirits, Lifter.
Exerait,
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harden the Vefiels, while they coagulate and
render the Liquors.too grofs; by old Age, in
which the whole Body becomes rigid, the
fmall Veflels contraced, and the Fluids vif
cd (y); and, laftly, by morbid Particles re-
tained in the Blood, caufing Obftrutions in
different Parts of the Body (2).

16. After the Difcovery of the Lymphatics, a-
bout a Century ago, many Writers on the Dropfy
attributed this Difeafe to the Rupture of thele
Veflels; but although it be true, that in Drop-
fies of the Ovaria, and between the Cellular
Membranes and the Peritoneum, and in other

c
Exercit. Med. de Hydrope, agrot. 16.—A fubcutaneous
Droply, from the fame Caufe, bid, agrof. 1.— 'he moft
judicious Sydenfigm, in his Chapter de Hydrope, juftly de-
clares Drunkards more fubjet to the Dro fy than other
Men ; * Bibaciffimos quofgue hel
oL

luones feepivs hoc morbo,
quam ceteros mortales, conflidtari.”

(#) Itis a general Remark, that old People are more
{ubjeét to Dropfies than young.

(z) We daily meet with Dropfies which come after
Agues and other Difeafes, and Hiftories of fuch Cafes are
to be feen in moft modern Wiriters of Obfervations.

C 3 Parts
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Parts of the Body we often find Quantities of
vifcid Liquors, refembling the coagulable
Lymph, mixed with the hydropic Waters,
which would make us fufpect fome Liymphatic
Vein to have been burft; and that we have
Hiftories of the thoracic Dut’s being ruptured
and caufing a Hydrops La&ea of the Breaft (2) 5
and of the Abdomen being filled with a milky
Liquor, which muft have come from burlt
lacteal Vefiels (4), which refemble the Lym-

phatics

(@) Inthe Body of a Man who died aftet a large Quan-
tity of chylous Liquor had been let out of his Thorax, an
Orifice was difcovered about the third or fourth Vertebra,
from which the chylous Matter flowed as from a Fountain,
When the lower Part of the thoracic Duét, where it rifes
out of the Receptacle of the Chyle, was blowed into, the
Air unexpe&edly came out at the Orifice above-mentioned.
This white Liquor coagulated with Salt of Tattar, but
not with Spirit of Vitriol. Baffi Obferv. dec. 2. obf. 7.

* (4) A Girl having made too great an Effort to raife a
Burthen, became hydropic foon after. Beingy frequently
tapped, there always iflued from the Puniture chylous
Matter, in Colour, Tafte, and Confiftence, not unlike
Milk with a little Salt in it, which being fet on the Fire,
rarched
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phatics greatly ; yet we have no Reafon, either
from Obfervation or Experiment, to believe
that this is fuch a frequent Caufe of Dropfics

as

rarefied like,Milk, and rofe np in the Veflel. It coagulated
with Salt of Tlartar, but not with Acids, as in the prece-
ding Inftance. Ademoir. de I' Acad. des Sciences, 1700. See
fuch another Cale, 7bid. 1710.

In Dr, R. Morton's Phtifislsgia there is an Account of a
Hydrops Afeites Lafteain a Boy two Years of Age, which,
after his Death, was found to have been occafioned by a
Number of large indurated T'umours, fituated behind the
Trachea Arteria, which comprefled the thoracic Du&
near to the fubclavian Vein, as much as if a Ligature had
beten made upon it; and had certainly been the Caufe of
a Rupture of forhe of the ladteal Veins in the Abdomen.
Lib. i, cap. 10,

That I might judge whether this hydropic Liquor was
Chyle, I made a Ligature on the thoracic Duc ofa Dog
that had eat heartily an Hour before, The ]{-:n:upta{:]-":
of the Chyle became immediately very turgid with
this Liquor, which tafted like Whey with fome Salt
in it, but coagulated as foon as it was expofed to the Air,
into a Conliftence like Starch as it is prepared for putting
on Cloaths, fo that we had not time to mix different Li-
quers with it before it coagulated. To avoid this Inconve-
nience, we got another Dog, and tied his thoracic Duct in

C 4 the

. ik
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as is commonly alledged; for none of the
Obfervators mention their having ever {een the
Orifice of broken lymphatic Veflels which for-
nithed the hydropic Water; and we are fure
Dropfies can be without any Rupture of thefe
Veflels ; for Lower de Corde, cap. 2. p. 1°9.
tells of his having diffe¢ted many Shecp that
died of Collections of Water in the Thorax
and Abdomen, whofe lymphatic Veins were

the fame Manner, then feparating Part of the Duct from
the Vertebrae, put the End of it fucceflively into different
Liquors made near as warm as the animal Heat, and into
each of thefe we fuffered a {mall Portion of the Chyle to
flow. In Water it coagulated almoft as in open Air; in
Oil of Tartar it became turbid and flimy ; in Spirit of Hartl=
horn it afforded only a glutinous Cloud ; in Spirit of Vi-
triol, a white but tender Curd ; and it coagulated in
Alcohol and Oil of Turpentine. Thefe Experiments I
repeated feveral Times, and in doing them, fometime ei-
ther the Receptacle itfelf, or fome of the larger Laéteals in
the Abdomen, burft; and upon examining we found, be-
low the Root of the Myfentery, a great deal of extrava=-
fated Chyle, which was firmly coagulated, and when we
took it out of the Body, had the Appearance of a Piece of

{oft Fat, but vpon handling much, melted down into &

watery Liquor,
fo
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fo full and turgid, that he could eafily trace
their Courfe ; which could not have been the
Cafe had any of them been burft,

17. The Orificesor Duéts leading from Ca-
vities that are continually moiftened with fine
watery Liquors, being Dbﬁ[’l]{i{:d,“ﬂ. Droply
is produced in the Cavity ; hence the Dropfy
of the Uterus, &c. But it feems improper to
apply the Name of Dropfy to thofe Diforders
which are occafioned by a preterpatural Reten-
tion of Humours different from an aqueous
Serum, fuch as the Urine (¢), and Bile (d),

n

(¢) The Belly diftended with Urine, from a burfted
Bladder. Plater. Prax. lib. iti. cap. 3. cited by Bonet, Se-
df:.',-'.'r-_.r’.-. e, Bb. i, _,":‘-:, 2L, .5.".:;’: 20.— 1 he Pelvis of the
i{idnu:,' diftended fo as to contain 2 lb. of Urine. Haller.

Opufeul. Patholog. obf. 60.

(d) Petit gives feveral Inftances where the Gall-Bladder
was fo much diftended with Bile, as to be miftaken for an
incyfted Dropfy and Abcefs of the Belly, and for fuch was
opened, which either deftroyed the Patient, or lefta fiftulous
Sore that could not be cured ; and he acknowledges, that

he

T




26 OF “PRE DROFSY,

in their own proper Receptacles, or when
they are difcharged from them into other Ca.
vities.

18. Hydropical Colletions may not only
occafion other Dropfies by their Preffure (e),
in the Manner mentioned in Sec, 14 ; but if
a Cyft containing morbid Water happens ei-

he once was in Danger of committing fuch a Miftake ; for
he had cut through the external Teguments, when the
Tumour beginning to fubfide, made him immediately
fufpeét it to be the Gall-Bladder, and to defift from the
Operation ; foon after the Patient pafled by Stool fome
Pints of Bile, and was cured, He fays that fuch bilious
Tumours may be diftinguifhed by their Situation, and an
|J1"1i';':al-3r pain;jut 'Iln,;;:‘.-:-:m about the |:‘.'cpﬂ.fi{'. nginn, follow-
ed by a Jaundice with all its Symptoms ; without the Pul-
fation, acute Pain, or Shivering which accompany Suppu-

1. 1%

| 1 4 N : I [ T | -t
rations ﬂ-f- Liie LIVCI, JVAEMGIFEs g L JICHGE {.FJ'.'.I-’ pﬂ:-i'l‘.}:i 5 Ui
I- f 155.

(¢) The Analarcaintbe lower Extremities, and Hydrocele
in the Scrotum, ave often brought on by an Afates, and
difappear whenever the Water of the Belly is drained off.
The humoral Afthma and Colle@tions of Water in the
Thorax often caule a general fubcutancous Dropfy.
ther




OF THE DROPSY. 27

ther to bur{t (/) or be eroded (g), it may fill

a Cavity where it was not originally collecied,
and caufe a Dropfy there,

PROGNOSIS.

19. The Prognoftic to be made in this
Difeafe is taken, as in all other Cafes,
from the Part it affe@s, its Caufe, Con-
tinnance, and Symptoms; together with the
Age, Strength, and Conftitution of the Patient :

(f) A Sacin the Belly burfting by a Fall caufed an
Afcites, 4. Hafuienf. vol. v. obf. 12.—A like Cafe is re-
lated by De Haen, in bis Rat, Medendi, part 5, cap. 2. fec. 1.
An Afcites formed by the burfting of an incyfted Dropfy
of the Abdomen. Medical Effayss wol. v. art. 64.—A
Hydrops Pectoris caufed by the Rupture of a Cyft full of
Water there. Hoffinan de Hydrope, obf. 7.—A fcrotal
Anafearca from the burfting of the vaginal Coat of the

Telticle. Doauglaf on the j".{ydrm'ﬁf:', chap. 1. feét. 7. p. 89s

(z) The watery Matter of a large Sac in the Thorax
iade its Way by Erofion through the Diaphragm into
the Abdomen, where were found about nine Pounds of
Liquor ; the Sac in the Thorax contained three, A
Medic. Berolin, dec. 1. wal, vi. fec. 8.

-all
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|

| A -

b all whlch cannot he p:r_r::culariy treated of at
H prefent (5).

i INDICATIONS or CURE.

20. From the Account now given of Drnp*
| fies, the three fu:’!on-ing Indications of Cure
1 are plainly pointed oat to us.

| (A) Thefe Circumflances are {o numerous, and thers
1s fuch a Variety of Degrees and of Combinations in each,
that it would be intolerably tedious to recount all that
, might be fuppofed, even in the particylar Species of Drop-
| fies ; at the fame Time the Labour feems very unneceflary,
| for furely no one needs to be told, that, ceferis paribus, 3
| Dropfy in the Ventricles of the Brain or Pericardium, is
it more dangerous than an Anafarca in the lower Extremi-
: ties 3 that a Palypus in the Heare or Schirrus of the Liver
are worle to remove than an humoral Affhma - that a
3 Difeafe of old ftanding is worle to cure than a recent one ;

that a young Perfon recovers out of feveral Difeafes that

i - W b

! would kill an old Man; thata firong Perfon, who Has
i before enjoyed a good State of Health, has a better Chance
F for Life than one whofe Conftitution is wore out by lang
II_1

tedious Difeafes or Debaucheries, Thefe, and fuch like
Circumftances, however, are the Particulars on which a
Prognofis is to be formed,

I. Te
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1. To remove the Caufe of the Difeafe.
2. To evacuate the extravafated Water.

3. To prevent a Relapfe.

All that relates to the Cure is comprehend-
ed in the two firft Indications, both of which
muft be purfued at the fame Time: but that
the Directions for performing this may be bet-
ter underftood, it is neceffary to confider each
of them feparately.

INDICATION FIRST.

21. The firft Indication of Cure leads to the
Confideration of the Means proper for removing
the different Caufes of Dropfies mentionec
from Sect. 11 to 18,

22, If the Droply derives its Origin from
Veaknefs and Relaxation of the Solids, and
too thin watery Fluids, we muft endeavour to
firengthen the Solids, and to reftore the natural
Confiftence of the Fluids.

23. This
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23. 'This is to be done by,

. A nourithing eafy digefted Food, and
ftri® Temperance in refpe@ to Liquids (7).
“ The Food,” fays Celfus (%), * ought to be
“ of a middle Confiftence, but rather of the
“dry Kind. No more Drink ought to be
‘¢ given than is abfolutely neceflary for the

(1) A Woman of thirty Years of Age was cured of an
Anafarca by abftaining almoft entirely from Drink for a
Year: And a Countryman, a Neighbour of her’s, was
cured in the fame Manner, in four Months, River. Okf.
Commun. a “facoz. obf. 21.—~T here are other fuch Cafes in
Schenk. obf. lib. iii. obf. 3.—Mifeellan, a.n. ¢. cent. 6. ebf.33.—
Ai. Phyf. Med. a. n. c. wol. i. obf. 33,—Sce two Inftan-
ces of People cured of the Aflcites by the fame Means in
Mead. Monit. Med: cop. 8.—And one in Panarol. Roman.
Pentecyft. 4o obf. 33.—Mrs, Wilkinfen, after having been
tapped for an Afcites, was cured by a rigorous Abftinence
from Liquids, taking no Medicines but Lewwer’s bitter In-
fufion, and fometimes a Spoonful or two of a cordial Julep.

Dr. Banyer in Philsf. Tranf. No. 471. fec. 135.

(#) ¢ Cibus efle debet ex media quidem materin, fed
¢ tamen generis durioris.  Potio non ultra danda quam ut
‘¢ vitam {uftineat, optimaque eft que urinam movet,”
Celfusy lib. iii. cap, 21.

¢ Support
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¢« Support of Life, and that is beft which pro-
« motes Urine.” Bread well leavened, toaft-

ed, or feafoned with Aromatics, Eggs, the

»
firmer Kinds of Flefh, f{hould make the prin-
cipal Part of it; for Drink, the Patient ought
to ufe good old Wine, or Beer in which Bit-
ters have been infufed.

g. Fricion and Exercile.

.

Rubbing the Skin with a Flefh-Bruth or
coarfe Cloth, not only takes away the vifcid
Matter that obftruéts the Ends of the cutane-
ous Veflels, but drives forward the Liquors in
thofe Veflels, and thereby increafes the Per-
{piration, and at the fame time promotes the
Circulation through the whole Body (/).

Travelling

(1) Fri&ion with Oil was formerly acommon Remedy,
but had been laid afide till the late Dr. Oliver of Bath tricd
it with fome Patients, in the Years 1752, 3, & 4; and
the Dofor has affured me, that he has feen three Perfons,
who were judged to have laboured under a true Afcites,
cured by anointing the whole Abdomen with Olive Oil,

Morning
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Travelling in a Coach, or on Horfeback;
walking, running, and all fuch Exercifes, in=
creafe the Motion of the Blood, thake the pen-
dulous Bowels, promote Digeftion and the dif-
ferent Secretions, and are found by Experience
to be powerful Strengtheners (#): Some Cau-

tion

Morning and Evening, for three Weeks or a Month, as
the Patient’s Cale required ; they began to make Water
plentifully on the third and fourth Day, and continued to
do fo till the Abdomen was quite emptied. One of them
had had feveral Fints of Water taken from her by tapping,
but filled again before the Ufe of the Un&ion.—See in F-
réftus an Account of a Woman being cured of an Afcites
by rubbing her Belly with the Oleum Ranarum, /. xix.
Sfehol. ad obf. 35.—Though I have feen feverals who re-
ceived great Relief from rubbing the Abdomen ftrongly
with Qil Morning and Evening, yet I have never hitherto
feen a confirmed Droply cured by this Method ; however
other Praltitioners have told me, that they have known
Cures made by fuch Frictions.

(m) A Dropfy of the Belly; cured by hard Labour,
without any Medicines. Marcell. Donat. Hiff. Mirab.
lib. i. cap. 21. quoted by Schenkius, kib. iii. Obf. de Hydrope
Infperat. Event. Liberat.—jfobn Blanch, a Merchant at Pa-
ris, having made a Journey to England in Winter, felt the
dropfical
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o
tion however is to be obferved in their Ufe
for if they are more violent than the Strength
of the Patient allows, they weaken the whole
Frame: When they fatigue the Body, and
deprefs the Spirits, they are injurious.

». Gentle Compreffion. For Preflure {up-
ports and fuftains the weak relaxed Veflels,
prevents the Diftraction of the Fibres, and
fometimes is of great Service in the Cure of a
Dropfy (n).

% Medicines which ftimulate the fenfible
Organs, and increafe the AGion of the Vef-
fels, whether their Action depends on, 1. Their

dropfical Swelling of his Belly fubfide in a wonderful Man-
ner, the Difeafe vanithed, nor did he ever fuffer a Relapfe.

Hallery lib. i. de Morb, Intern, Schol. Ad. ¢ap. 39. P. 27Gs

(n) A Droply of the Head cured by Bandage alone.
River. f.}:af: Commun. a F&}'wf}, 53’:,.’_' O.—Fabritius ab _ff,f_r,-;;-
pendente fays, he has cured fubcutaneous Dropfies of the
Head, by applying Sponges wet with Lime-Water, and
above that a tight Bandage. Operat. Chirurg. de Hydroce-

Phal. p. 179,
D fubuil
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]

{ubtil acrid Oil, of which Kind are the warm-
er Spices, as Pepper, Ginger, Nutmeg, Win-
ter’s Bark, the common aromatic Plants and
Seeds, Mint, Lavender, Hyflop, the Seeds of
Anife, Carway, Coriander, and the like.—
2. Or their pungent, bitter, and aftringent
Quality, fuch are Flowers of Camomile, the
Tops of the lefler Centaury, of Wormwood,
of Carduus, the Cortex, Gentian.——3. Or the
firong {melling Gums and Rofins, Afafcetida,
Benzoin, Myrrh.—4. Or fharp Salts, whether
the volatile ones of Hartthorn, of Sal Ammo-
niac (0); or the fixed Alcalies, Salt of Worm-
wood, of Broom, of Tartar~5. Or a Mixture
of acrid Salt and Qil, as in Muftard Seed, the
Leaves of Crefles or Scurvy-Grafs, the Roots
of Pellitory, of Horfe-Radifh, of Onions, of
Garlick, and in the other vegetable Subftances
commonly called alcalefcent.

[:r:] Blancard relates the Hiﬂnr:,' of a Baron’s Daught&r
who was cured of an Afcites by the volatile Salts and the
Cortex Sambuct, Prax, Med. par. i, cap. 22.

All




‘All thefe Things, adminiftered in proper
Dofes, and in a proper Manner, reftore and
mncreale the ofcillatory Power of the Fibres (P).

e. Iron

(?) A Woman, thirty Years of Age, labouring under
a fubcutaneous Dropfy as well as an Afcites, was reftored to
Health by the Ufe of an Infufion of Tops of Wormwood
and Juniper-Berries, which increafed the Quantity of her
Urine. Heiffer in Haller. Difput. Anat. wvol, vi. p, 713.—
Two hydropic People cured by the Juice of Wormwood.
Mifeel, Curisf. &, #. ¢, dsc, 1. ann. 3. obf. 322.~—A Leuco-
phlegmatia after Abortion, cured by the Ufe f bitter Sto-
machice, and a few Doles of Purgatives. Hoffman, vel. iii.
€ap. 14, de Hydrope, obf. 3.—A Soldier was cured by a
Decodlion of Tanfey. Mifeel, Curiof. dec. 2. ann, 2.
0bf. 112.~In Fuly 1743, Mr. Pinkfian, Surgeon, in Sz,
Alban’s-flreet, was called to a Gentleman of feventy-two
Years of Age, who had formerly been Captain of a Man
of War, and had lived freely in the former Part of his Life.
In December 1742, he was feized with an univerfal Ana-
farca, which continued increafing till the Time Mr. Ping-
flan was called in, when he found him fwelled to 2 mon-
ftrous Size. He fcarified immediately one of his Legs, and
ordered him to take a Purgative next Morning. A good
deal of Water was difcharged by the Pun@ure ; but next
Day the Leg was much inflamed round the Wound, which
was foon relieved by warm Fomentations and Dreflings of
Linimentum Arczi and Oil of Turpentine. The Phyfic

D2 purged
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¢ Iron and its Preparations are mild Aftrin-
gents, ftimulate gcnﬂ}f the Fibres of living
Animals

purged him four Times ; after which he was ordered to
take the following Draught twice a-Day: R. Ag. cinam.
fimp. fefeunc. oxymel. feillit. drachm. 1. [s. fpirit. lavendul.
com. drach, Y. fal. tartar. drach.i. fs. fyrup ¢ cort. aurant.
drach. 2. m. which made him pals great Quantities of Wa-
ter by Urine, and carricd off all his Swellings in ten or
twelve Days; and the Cure was completed by fome
ftrengthening Bitters. His common Drink was Rhenifh
Wine and Spaw Water. He continued well for two Y ears,
and was then taken ill of an Afcites, of which he died.—5ee
in Mead's Mon. Med. cap. viii. the good Effells of the
Tixivium of Tartar and Opium, in curing a Patient with
whom other Remedies had failed.—Several cured by Gar-
lick.  Fareft. lib. xix. ebf. 277.—In Summer 15760, a young
Man, an Out-Patient at Sz, Geerge's Hofpital, who was
11 of an univerfal Anafarca, after taking Variety of Medi-
cines which I had preferibed for him, Purges, Squtllsy lixi-
vial Salts, Antimenials, &c. without receiving Benefit,
told me that a Friend had advifed him to drink an Infufion
of the Pellitory by the Wall (H. Parietarie). 1 defired
him by all means to try it and as he was coftive, to take
occafionally a Dofe of Jalap and Nitre. After drinking
this Infufion for fome Days, he began to make Water
freely : and when he came to the Hofpital the Week fol-
lowing, his Swellings were fenfibly decreafed. DBy conti-

nuing
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Animals (¢), and are generally allowed to be
powerful Corroborants, and ferviceable in the

Dropfy.

{. Medicines endowed with a ftrong aftrin-
gent Virtue only, fuch as Alum, Oak, and
Pomegranate Bark, increafe, it is true, the
Firmnefs and Rigidity of the Fibres, even of

nuing this Courfe for three Weeks longer, his dropfical
Complaints were all removed, and the Cure was com-
pleted by his taking for a Week or ten Days an Infufion of
the Bark, and other Bitters, to reftore his Strength.—The
Particulars of this Cafe I had taken Notes of, but they
were loft while I was abroad with the Army.,

Mr. Gatakers Surgeon-Extraordinary to bis Majefly, told
me that he had known a Perfon who was very ill of the
Dropfly cured by the following Medicine, which proved
ftrongly diuretic : Take of Dwarf Elder, Afparagus Rosts,
Parfley Roots, Horfe-Radifh thin fliced, Pellitory of the IWall,
of each one Handful. Put them ina Pan, pu;ur boiling
Woater onthem ; let them ftand for fome Time, and ftrain
off the Liquor through a Cloth. Drink 2 Wine Pint
every Morning ; faft an Hour,

(g) For Experiments in proof of thefe Qualities of Iron,
fee Dr. Wright's Differtat. de Ferra. fef, iii. § 2,3 4

D 1 de:d
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dead Animals, and may be of Service in fub-
{l cataneous Dropfies, exterpally applied; but
! when given internally, they do not feem to

enter far enough into the fmaller Series of Vef-
fels, or to produce fuch good Effeéls in drop-
fical Cafes as the gentle Aftringents; fermerly
mentioned ().

». The cold Bath, fo ferviceable in many
if other Difeafes proceeding from Laxity of the
' Fibres, is very often prejudicial to dropfical
Patients, Wherever the Fibres and {mall Vel
{els are already fo much relaxed, that the Plunge
into cold Water does not prove a fufficient Sti-
i mulus to increafe their Aétion, and to promote
the Circulation and Heat of the Blood, the
I cold Bath does Hurt; for in fuch Cafes the
| B cold Water externally applied helps to chill
: and cool the Blood, and to render the Circu-
lation more languid, inftead of making it brifker
to increafe the Abforption and Excretion of
watery Fluids; and what Water is taken up
by the ablorbent Veins ferves to increafe the

dropfical
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dropfical Swellings.  Celfus (r) therefore juftly
obferves, ¢ that Bathing, and all Moifture, is
< hurtful,”

24. If a Dropfy proceeds from the Blood’s
not being fufliciently freed from its fuperfluous
watery Parts by the ufual excretory Organs,
thofe Paffages muft be opened. But of this
hereafter, when we come to treat of the fecond
Indication, and to defcribe the different Me-
thods by which this is to Le done. At pre-
fent it will be fufficient to mention one necef-
fary Caution, namely, that if the Obftruction
is fudden, and the Patient {trong and pletho-
ric, Bleeding muft not be omitted ; for daily
Experience teaches us, that, in this Manner
alone, Veflels obftructed by Fulnefs, or by
too great a Contractility of their Sides, can be
fafely, fpeedily, and agreeably freed from thefe
Diforders.

(r) < Balneum atque humor omnis alienus eft. Cel-
¢ fusy lib, ili; eap. 21.—Balneum rarum res amat. J[iid,

D 4 25. The
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25. The Impediments to the free Courfe of
the Blood in the large Vefiels by Tumours,
Strictures, or other Caufes menticnedinSeét. 14,
are to be removed by the Medicines appropri-
ated to the Cure of each, or fometimes by chi-
rurgical Operations. But in moft of thefe Ca-
fes very little Affiftance can be had from Me-
dicine ; for what Remedy are we acquainted
with that can remove Schirri, Steatoms, Im-
pofthumes, Polypi, or fuch other obftinate
and dangerous Obftructions, when feated in
any of the three large Cavities of the Head,
Thorax, and Abdomen? Relict in Dropfies
depending on fuch Caufes, can only be given
by difcovering andécuring the original Difeafe ;
the Method of doing which muft be learned
from the Rules peculiar to the Cure of each of
thofe Diforders ; to treat of which twould lead
us too far from the prefent Subjeé, each Dif-
eafe requiring a {eparate Treatment,

26. A faulty State of the Floids in Dropfies,
mentioned Sect. 15, is to be corrected by dif-

ferent Means.
¢. Where
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- Where the Blood is thick and fizy, and
its Momentum too great in the Veflels, which
is often the Cafe with young People, the cool-
ing antiphlogiftic Method muft be purfued,
and the Patient muft be blooded, although the
Symptoms of the Dropfy manifeftly appear.
Nature has frequently directed it (s) ; one of
the oldeft and beft Obfervers of her Operations
prefcribes it (£); and daily Experience con-
firms its Ufe (v).

(s) A very firong Man, about the Age of thirty, was
feized with ‘an Anafarca, his optic Nerves were obftruét-
ed, and he gradually became blind ; but having difchar-
ged from the Nofe about four Pounds of Blood, he was
{foon reftored to Health in every Refpeét but that of his
Blindnefs, from which he was never totally free. G. Fab.
Hildan, Obf. cent. 1. obf. 50.—A Man who laboured un-
der a Droply and Fever, was much relieved by an Hz-
morrhage from the Nofe, that happened twice or thrice
every Day for the Space of three Weeks; the Swelling
began to decreafe, and the Diftemper was totally difpelled
by the Ufe of Diaphoretics and Diuretics. Mifeel. Curisf.
dec. z. ann. 3. obf. 1704

(t) Hippocrates is certainly right when he orders a Vein
to be opened in dropfical Cafes, where there is a Difficulty
of Breathing, the Patient in the Vigour of Life, and it is

the
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. Too thin watery Blood is to be reftored
to its natural healthy State by—a dry eafy di-
geflted

the Spring Sealon. See his Book D Fictu acutorums
fect, 62,

(v) T have frequently ordered Bleeding under fuch Cir-
cumftances, but never found any bad Effeéts from that
Praftice, but, on the contrary, have feen the Patients
confiderably relieved thereby; and in recent analarcous
Cafes, where the Lungs are much affected, attended with
Fever, often nothing will give Relief till the Lancet is
ufed. The two following Cales are of Ufe ; the one to
fhew the good Effects of Bleeding, the other the fatal
Confequences of omitting it under fuch Circumftances.

On the 20th of December 17¢8, Mary Woed, a Girl
fouricen Years of Age, was admitted into 51. George’s Hof-
pital for an univerfal Anafarca, attended with a Difficulty
of Breathing, a fmall quick Pulfe, a Paucity of Urine,
and which was high-coloured, and depofited a Brick-duft
like Sediment. Her Diforder had begun four Weeks be-
fore, from catching Cold. She was at firft ordered a Squill
Draught Morning and Evening, and a Scruple of Jalap
with ten Grains of Nitre to be taken twice a-Week—On
the 23d her Skin was dry, fhe complained of being reft-
lefs at Nights, and was ordered to take fixty of the ano-
dyne antimonial Drops every Night at Bed-Time.—On
the 2¢th the Dificulty of Breathing had increafed, and I
ordered




OF THE DROPSY. 43

gefted nourithing Food ; and Drink which
gives a proper Stimulus to the Fibres, and is
found by Experience to promote the Perfpira-
tion and Urine, of which kind is Rhenith or

other

ordered her to lofe fix Ounces of Blood, and to continue
her former Courle,

Next Day her Breathing was eafier,
and the Blood which was taken away appeared very fizy.—
From this Time her Medicines began to have a good Ef-
fet. The Squill Draughts now relieved |her Breathing,
and promoted the Dilcharge by Urine; the antimonial
Drops brought out a i:rr:rll;hing Sweat at Nights, and her
Phyfic operated freely with an evident Decreafe of the
Swellings. On the sth of January fhe was threatened
with a Relapfe, and her Breathing became worfe, and
the Swellings began to increafe; but thefe Symptoms
were relieved by a fecond Bleeding, and the Applica-
tion of a Blifter to the Back, On the gth of
February fhe was threatened with a fecond Relapfe,
which, however, was prevented by the Lofs of five
Ounces of Blood ; after this the grew better daily, and
by the 25th the Swelling and Difficulty of Breathing were
entirely gone, and fhe complained of nothing but an Infla-
tion of her Stomach, which feemed to depend on Weaknefs,
and was got the better of by a Dofe or two of Rhubarb,
and the Ufe of the Gum Pills and Bitters. She was dif-
charged
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other Wine, with fome of the chalybeate Wa«
ters of Tunbridge, Spaw, or Pyrmont—Dby
Friction and Exercife—by the Ufe of the fti-
mulating Medicines mentioned in Se&. 23,

and

charged the Hofpital the 21t of March, {eemingly in good
Health.
On the 20th of December 1758, the fame Day Mary
Veod was taken into the Houfe, Fohn drwoed, a Liad of
fixteen Years of Age, was admitted as a Patient for fimi-
!.;11' CUF‘I‘I{]h’.-l[lES. He had an univerfal ;"111;1[;;_1'.;1;:} a Dfﬁ_.
culty of Breathing, a fmall but quick Pulfe, and made but
very little Water, and that of a high Colour; which
Complaint, he faid, had come about four Weeks before,
by fitting up three Nights fucceflively with a Companion
who was fick. I at firlt ordered him the fame Medicines
as Mary WWeod, and on the 25th was intending to have had
him blooded as well as her ; but from the Prejudice there
is againft Bleeding in dropfical Cafes, I thought it was
better to delay it, €l I faw what Effe@s it fhould have
with the Girl. I returned next Day to the Hofpital to fee
thefe two Patients ; but the Boy was dead. His Body was
opened ; his Lungs were inflamed, as were moft of his
Inteftines, though he had never complained of any acute
Pain in thefe Parts,
..H:Fﬁfmn ae fif;‘-ffrﬂ_,ﬂe, 5.&‘.": g. tells a very pretty Cale of
an hydropic Patient, whofe Difeafe he thought depended

on
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and of fuch other Remedies as quicken the
Circulation, promote the animal Procefs, and
at the fame Time increafe the different watery . ;

Excretions.

A too putrefcent diffolved State of the
Blood, fuch as is fometimes obferved in Drop-
fies after malignant evers, and in fcorbutic
Habits, is to be corrected by the Bark and
other Antifeptics, joined to the Ufe of Diure-
tics, Diaphoretics, and the occafional Ufe of

Purgatives.

27. In every faulty State of the Fluids, if |
the Perfpiration or the Secretion by Urine, or '
any of the other natural Secretions or Excre-
tions be obftruted, we ought to endeavour by
proper Means to reftore thefe Evacuations.

on an Infar&ion of the pulmonary Veflels, and who was

cured principally by repeated blood- lettings.—Sponius af-

firms, that a Man in a Dropfy, which had increafed rather

than diminifhed by the Ufe of Hydragogues and Diuretics,

was cured by twenty Bleedings, Aphorifm. Nov. fei. s,

§ 87.

' |

28. When
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28, When the Caufe of the Dropfy is a
Contradtion of the Veflels from Rigidity, the
Cure is extremely difficult; for thofe Things
which relax the Veflels, increafe the Difeafe.

Such Patients, however, are not entirely to be

given up as incurable, fince it is better to try a
doubtful Remedy than none.

a. Let the Diet be mild, foft, and relaxing,
though not too watery : this may be com-
pofed of well-baked Bread, Broths, and Jellies,

and the boiled Flefh of young Animals, Eggs, ,
and fuch like.

b. If foft mild Oils applied and rubbed upon
i W the Skin penetrate to the interior Parts, as is
‘ commonly believed, they will be of great Ser-
: vice in foftening the Fibres (u).

¢ Warm

-
e

rubbed Morning and Evening with Olive Oil, for a Fort-
night or three Weeks together, the Skin of the Abdomen
was relaxed ; after the two or three firft Fridions the Pa-

tients

£
"
! fi (#) In fix afcitical Patients, who had their Belljes
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¢ Warm Water and its Steams are ex-
cellent Remedies againft Rigidity ; but in the
Cafe we are now treating of, their Affiftance
muft be very cautioufly ufed, left they increafe
the aqueous Colleétion, by fupplying the Blood
with too much Water. The Waters, how-
ever, which are plentifully impregnated with
penetrating and diffolving mineral Particles of
Salt, Sulphur, or Iron, fuch as Sea-Water, the
Mineral Waters of Aix-la Chapelle, Batb,
Spaw, Tunbridge, &c, may be made ule

of (w).
d. A

tients found themfelves eafier, and thought they made
Woater more freely ; but thefe Effefts foon ceafed, and
[11:.'}* found no more Relief from this I{c_'rn;'l_].}'. T'wo of
the Cales I faw, theothk:.s I was told by Gentlemen whe
attended the Patients,

(w) ¢ But others, and not without Reafon, approve
¢¢ of the Vapour of Sea-Water in order to provoke {weat-
“ing. A Batbing-Tub (fay they) muft be filled with
¢ boiling Sea~-W ater, into which a fquare Machine, fecured
¢ with leathern Straps, containing the Patient, muft be
« immerfed ; but it muft be (ecured in fuch a Manner by

&E lhﬂ
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d. A Difcharge of the dropfical Watér muft
be promoted, by Urine, Sweat, and Stool ;
not indeed by fwallowing Quantities of watery
Liquors, or Medicines that are very acrid or
ftimulating ; for the firt would increafe the
Dropfy, the others augment the Rigidity ; but
by thofe Medicines of the different Kinds that
are mild, but nottoo watery.

¢ the Leather, that no Water can enter, and the Sweat-
‘“ ing will be excited by the Exhalation of the hot Fluid.
¢ But the Water muft be kept hot by the frequent Immer-
¢ fion of red-hot Bars of Iron.” Cel. Aurelion. de Morb.
cbron. lib. iii. cap. 8.—The Countefs of Keglewich having
a Dropfy in the Womb, was freed from it after bathing
eight Days in the warm Baths of Newhaus in Styria, hav-
ing voided a great Quantity of Water and Wind. Mifeel.
Curisf. a. n. c. dec. 3. ann. 5 & 6. obf. 162.—A Taylor
labouring under a Droply of the Belly, having gone into
the Baths at /#i/bad, and drank a great Quantity of thefe
Waters, perceived the Swelling begin to fubfide while
he remained in the Bath. When he came out of it, he

.was weak and faint, but being refrefhed by Cordials and
Food, he recovered every Day after. Tbid. dec. 1. ann. 2.
ebf. 218.—See the Cafes of fix Patients cured by drinking
of Bath Waters, and bathing in them. Pierce's Bath M-
meirs, part 2. c;"mp. 4.

29. If,
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29. If any Receptacle or Vefltl, which na-
turally receives or tranfmits a watery Liquor,
is opened, and furnifhes the Matter of a Drop-
{y, I fcarce know what Affiftance Art can
give, unlefs there is fuch Accefs to the Open-
ing, that Digeftives, Efcharotics, Styptics, or
Ligatures, may be applied, or a proper Pref-
fure can be kept on the Part by Means of Com-
prefles and Bandages.

30. When a natural Outlet from a Ca-
vity is fhut up, it cught to be opened by
Methods adapted to remove the obftruing
Caufe.  Coagulated or thickened Liquors are
to be diffolved; too rigid contracted Canals
are to be relaxed ; united Sides of Paflages are
to be feparated ; and fo forth, The Methods
of executing which varying according to Cir-
cumftances, cannot be confidered till the par-
ticular Cafes are defcribed.

31. A Dropfy produced by the Pref-
fure of a preceding hydropical Colleion

E can
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can 0111:,? be cured after removing the ariginal
Difeafe.

2. If the Water of an hydropic Cyft has
made its Way into another Cavity, it muft
be treated as dire¢ted in Se&t. 29. or as fhall be
mentioned afterwards when we confider in~
cyfted Dropfies.

INDICATION SECOND.

33. To anfwer the fecond Indication, the
Waters are to be difcharged out of the hydropic
Cavities, cither by natural or artificial Open-
ings.

34. The natural Openings for hydropic
Water, are only (a few Cafes excepted) the
Extremities of the abforbing Veins, whofe
Power therefore muft be fo much increafed,
that they may abforb more Liquors than the

Arteries pour out.

35. The Abforption is increafed by every

Thing which reftores the Strength and Energy
of




OB THEIDROPSY g

of the Solids, of which fome Account has
already been given.

36. However it is neceffary to obferve, 1.
That this Abforption can fcarce ever take Ef-
fect when the Cavities are much diftended by
the inclofed Water. Either the Sides of thefe
Cavities muft be relaxed, or fome of the Wa-
ter muft be let out, before the abforbent Veing
can act. 2. That the nearer the Medicines
defigned to promote Abforption are applied to
the. Parts affe@ed, their Effed is greater and
more certain.

37. If the fuperfinous hydropic Water is
abforbed and mixed with the Blood, it ought
to be expelled from the Body as foon as pofli-
ble, left it be apain extravafated and thrown

P . @

mnto 1ome of the Cavities,

o

‘or this Purpofe

the ferous and aqueous Excretions are to be

increafed.

38. Thefe Excretions are made from the

o
e

omach, Inteftines, urinary Paflages, the Skin,
or {alivary Organs.

E 2 Moft
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39. Moft of the Medicines which promote
thefe Excretions exert a confiderable Stimulus
in their Operation, whereby they alfo ftrongly
promote the Abforption of extravafated Fluids
from the Cavities containing them ; but as the
lax unfeeling Fibres of hydropic People are not
eafily roufed into Action, they require a ftronger
Deofe than is neceflary in many other Difeafes.

40. Emetics increafe the Olcillation of the
Solids, as well as the Motion of the Fluids
contained in them. By which Means, and
the forcible Comprefifion of the Bowels one a+
gainft another, the Excretion of watery and
flimy Liquors from the Mouth, Throat, and
Stomach, are augmented. The more violent
Emetics commenly ufed, are the Vinum Anti-
moniale, Turbeth Mineral, Emetic Tartar;
the milder Ipecacoana, Squills ; and the gentlelt
are, white Vitriol, bitter Infufions, and {uch
like (x).

Some

(¥) In the Obfervations and Inguiries publithed by a'!

Society of Phyficians at Londsn, val. Ul arf. 24. we have an
Account
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Some Caution however is neceffary in ad-
miniftring Emetics, efpecially to Patients who
are

Account of the Cale of a Gentleman 46 Years of Age,
who had been thrice tapped for an Afcites, and was like-
wife fwelled all over. The third Day after the laft Tap-
ping, he was attacked with a violent Vomiting, which con-
tinued for upwards of forty-eight Hours. At firft he threw
up a large Quantity of dirty Water, mixed with a vilcid
Phlegm, but next Day what he vomited was extremely offen-
five, and feemed loaded with Excrement. The third Day he
had an Infufion of Senna with Cream of Tartar and fifteen
Grains of the Pilul= Mathai, which procured him Relief,
and made him 5[£‘Cj'.l fome Hours. After he awaked, he
had no more Vomiting, the Phyfic foon began to operate,
and gave him feveral watery Stools. From the Beginning
of the Vomiting the Swelling of his Legs began to fubfide,
and by the Time it was over, no Degree of Swelling re-
mained. ‘The Quantity of Water he vomited up, exclu-
five of what he drank, was not lefs than fifty odd Pints,
After this Accident, by great Care, an uninterrupted Ufe
of corroborating Medicines, nourithing Diet, daily Exer-
cile, the Fleth Bruth, and Bathing in Sea-Water, the
Gentleman recovered his Health, lived fifteen Months
free from droplical Complaints, and at Jaft died of another
Diftemper.

Dr. D. R—fi, formerly Phyfician to S, Gesrge’s Hof-
pital, after having been long in a bad State of Health, be-

E 2 came
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are fubje@ to Hemorrhages, fecing the Effort

of vomiting may, by augmenting the Velocity

of

came dropfical, for which he was tapped. After fome time
the Water collefted again in his Belly, and he was think-
ing of having it let out a fecond Time, when he was feized
with a violent Vomiting, and brought up feveral Pints of a
dark-coloured Liquor, which he faid tafted like a Decoc-
tion of rotten Straw, and was exaétly fimilarin Appearance
to what had been drawn off before by Tapping. After
the Vomiting he had a Number of loofe Stools, and dif-
charged feveral Pints of the fame Sort of Liquor he had
vomited up. In a few Hours he found almoft all his
Swellings gone ; and by taking a few Dofes of gentle pur-
gative Medicines, his dropfical Complaints were entirely
removed, and he lived three or four Y ears afterwards.

A young Man ];J_hnur':ng undera T'Jmpi’;,r of the Htl'} I";mn-
taneoufly vomited up a great Quantity of Water at twodif-
ferent Times, and was cured without taking any Medicines,
Morcel. Donat. Mirab. Hiff. lib. v, cap, 21.—A Nun after
being tapped leveral 'l'imes for a Dropiy, was cured by the
Ufe of Vomits, all other Medicines having proved ineffec-
tual. Du Ferney. Memoir. de [ Acad. des Sciencesy 1703.—
In the Year 1752, a. Man in the Hofpital at Ldinburgh
was cured by Dr. Rutberfora of a Droply, which proceed-
cd from an afthmatic Complaint, by the Ufe of frequent

Vomits and a few Purgatives,—A dropfical Patient went

oug
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of the Blood, open the Veflels again,.—To fuch
likewife as are threatened with Lethargy or
Apoplexy, left the Matter obftruted in the
Vefiels be thereby impa&ed into fmall capil-
lary Arteries, where the Force of the Circula-
tion, and the Power of Medicines, have lit-
tle Effe@ either to refolve ar drive it forward
into the Veins: and for the fame Reafon they
are dangercus to People under a Dyipnea from
thick vifcid Matter obftructing the Lungs ( y).

Eme-

out fome Miles to Sea in a Boat, which made him fick
and vomit, by which Means and ftrong Exercife he was
cured. Foreff, fehol. ad obf. 32. lib. xix.

(v) The good, but dangerous, Effeds of Vomits in
Afthmas from thick vifcid Phlegm, I have known twice
experienced in the fame Lady. The firtft Vomit the took
was in the Paroxyfm, which, after violent ftraining almoft
to Suffocation, produced its Effe&, The Fit went off,
and did not return for fome Months.  After its Return the
frequently entreated, but was not permitted, to try the
fame Expedient, till fome Years after, when the Fit was
extremely obftinate, and would give Way to no other Re-
medy, her Phyfician was obliged to confent, She accord-

E 4 iiig]}r
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Emetics given in {fo {mall Dofes as not to
provoke vomiting, and frequently repeated,
often caufe a plentiful Difcharge of watery Li-
quor by Stool, Urine, or Sweating,

41. Purgatives generally quicken the Pulfe
before they operate ; they increafe the Secretion
of thin Liquors into the Inteftines, and dif-
charge their Contents ; while at the fame time,
by diffolving the Crafis of the Bloed, they
render the whole Mafs more - watery, and
weaken the Patient.—The ftrong Cathartics,
{uch as Elaterium, Gamboge, Scammony, Ja-
lap, the Juice of the common Flower de
Luce or Iris, and fuch like, are called Hydra-
gogues, from their caufing a great Difcharge

ingly took the Vomit ; the fame Scene, but with infinitely
more Violence, was acted over again. Her Face turned

lack, all her Veins feemed ready to burft, her Pulfe and
Breath were gone, when fortunately changing her Pofture,
in order to be blooded, the Vomit operated, and, as be-
fore, carried off the Fit: but fo great was the Danger,
that the Gentleman who attended her determined never to
try this Remedy again with her,

of
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of watery Liquors.—Other Purgatives, fuch
as Senna, Rhubarb, Syrup of Buckthorn, &e.
are milder and weaker ;—and there is a third
kind, commonly called Eccoprotics, that are
very mild ; of this Sort are Cryftals of Tartar,
Prunes, and Tamarinds, which do little more
than difcharge Fzces, and therefore are of lit-
tle Service to hydropic People.

Among the Cathartics one may reckon Mer-
cury and its Preparations, which of themfelves
are purgative, and when joined to other Cathar-
tics, augment their Effects ; fuch are Quick-
filver extinguithed in Soap or Honey, Mercu-
rius Dulcis, Calomel ().

It

(2) In the Beginning of the Year 1750, Dr. Rutber
fordcured a Patient (A, Bruce) in the Infirmary at Edin-
burgh of an univerfal Dropfy, by giving him ftrong hydra-
gogue Purges almoft every Day for fome time, and then by
the Ufe of ftrengthening Bitters, Bark and Steel, and pro-
per Exercife, he was reftored to perfect Health.—A Gen-
tleman was taken fo ill of an Afcites, after a Jaundice and
vomiting of Blood, that he had Thoughts of being tapped,
when Dr. Liffer ordered him the following Purgative ; R.
Decodt.

s
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It cught to be remarked, that, if the hydro-
pic Water is not evacuated, nor the Symptoms
alleviated by the frequent Ufe of ftrong Purga-
tives, the Mifchief muft of Courfe be increafed ;
for ¢ when the Strength is wafted, w-.ﬂ::nt

Decoit. Epithymi. unc. iv. Syrup. e Spin. Cervin, unc, iii, E-
later. gr. v. m. which made him pals by Stool above
three Gallons of Water: and by taking two more Dofes of
this Medicine, at proper Intervals, he got well, and never
had a Return. _-",._-,.-3', r. Exerert. Nded de f.ar:,-_.g}'_r.-_y'u-? aorit. 4.
—A Peafant being fcized with a Dropfy after an Ague,
was cured by three Dofes of the following hydragogue
Purge ; R. Succ. Irid. Nofirat, umc. iii. Manne unc. i. S5
which made him evacuate a great ':_2_.',!::{:1]; of Water both
by Stool and Urine. River. Obf. cent. 4. obf 82.—See
other Cafes of the EfteCts of the Iris, in M. Cur. a. n. c.

dic. 2. ann. zﬁ, obf. 62.— A8, Med. Berol dec. 1. vl x.

a Ll

Jeir. 4—Med. Effays, vol. v. art. 8.—Fan Swieten mentions

a if:n.ﬂ,__? young Man whom be cured of a recent Anarfarca
and Afcites by two Doles of the following Phyfic ; R. Pulv.
'}';.'r':.’.ﬁ.__-'['.*'zr;‘uf."u i Turpeth Mineral. granaiv. See Comment.
in feft. 1247, vol. iv. p. 264. Syarmbam cured a Woman
of an Alcites by the Ufe of the Syrup of Buckthorn alone.

De Hydrape.

made by purgative Medicines ; there are few Writers on

[t is needlefs to multiply Examples of Cures

the Dropfy who do not relate fuch,

¢ Purein g
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« Purging is hurtful, fince the more Moifture
« js carried off from the Body, the greater
¢ Quantity of it will, in a fhort Time, be a-
“ gain admitted into the Cavities,” as Dr,
Mead has very juftly obferved (4), and we
find to be true by daily Experience,

42. If the extravafated Water can be carried
off by the urinary Paflages, the Difcharge is
made with little Lofs of Strength ; but it is to
be regreted that the Operation of the Medi-
dicines intended to promote this Excretion is
very uncertain ; the Urine of hydropic People
often continuing to be made in fmall Quantities,
and very thick and deep coloured, notwith-
ftanding the Ufe of the moft efteemed Diu-
retics,

«. The Medicines employed to increafe the
Difcharge of Urine, are,

(a) ¢ Et ubi fralle vires, nocet vehemens per alvum
¢¢ purgatio 3 quoenim plus humoris e corpore ejicitur, eo
major ipfius copia brevi in cavitates refluit. Mead. Aon,

Med. cap. 8.
Plentiful
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Plentiful . Draughts of thin attenuating Li-
quors; but as they likewife relax the Solids,
and increafe the Difeafe by furnithing a Sup-
ply of watery Matter, the Ufe of them in the
Dropfy, is for the moft Part defervedly forbid ;
yet fometimes, the’ rarely, they have produced
good Effeis (4).

p- The Acids, fuch as Juice of Lemons,
Tartar, Vinegar, Spirit of Vitriol, and fuch like
Subftances, promote the Excretion of Urine,
and fome of them have been given with Ad-

(/) A Monk who had taken various Diuretics for a
Dropfy without any Benefit, having drunk a Decoétion of
Saflafras twice a Day, pafled Urine plentifully, and was cu-
red. Mife.a.m. c. 1713, cent. 387 4. obf. 28—A Nun paffed
Urine plentifully after eating largely of Water Cucumbers,
and drinking a great Quantity of Water, which cured her
of a Droply. Mife. Cur, a. m. ¢. cent. § &5 6. obf. gb.—A
Girl, who had the Dropfy to fuch a violent Degree that fhe
feemed ready to burft, drank great Quantities of thin wa-
tery Liquors, contrary to the Advice of thofe about her,
but fortunately a Diarrh=a enfued, which cured her. Pe-
narol. Romang Pentecofl, 2, ebf. 24.

vantage
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vantage in dropfical Cafes (¢); but as they
check the animal Procefs, and diminifh the

Heat

(¢) The Baron Fan Swicten, in his Commentaries,
fe€t. 1243, quotes a Cafe from Combalufrer, where Vine-
gar drank to the Quantity of five or fix Qunces was of Ufe
in curing the Afcites. See Combalufier’s Preumato Patho-
bg. p.535.

In the fourth Volume of the Commentaria Academ, Bonon.
. 260, Dr. Fincentius Menghini has a Paper on the Ufe of
the Cream of Tartar in the Droply, He fays he had the
firlt Hint of its Ufe in this Diforder from D Gherlius’s
Oéfervations, who mentions his baving cured an Afcites
by giving half*an Ounce of Cream of Tartar for leveral
Days fucceilively. He then relates ffteen Cafes which
were under his own Care, and feverals which were under
the Care of others, moft of which were cured by the Ufe
of this Medicine, given from twe Drachms to an Ounce
in the Day, diffolved either in an aperient Decoétion or
in weak Broth, and its Ufe continued from twenty Days
till between two and three Months.—In feveral of thefe
Cafes it had no Effedt upon the Diforder for the fich ;'.':ir::,'
or forty Days, though afterwards, by perfevering in is
Ufe, it effected a Cure. The common Operation of this
Medicine was to fr'i"'”: fome loofe Stools, and after :aL;ing it
for fome I'ime, it acted as a very powerful Diuretic, Du-
ring the Ufe of this Medicine, he fays the Patient ought
to live on Barley, Spinnage, Endive, or light Broth, and
to drink but little, and that to be a fmall Wine,

He
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Heat and Momentum of the Blood, they are
not in general {o proper Diuretics in a Dropfy
as thofe Medicines which have a brifker Sti-
mulus, and both promote this Excretion and
increale the Force and Energy of the Veffels.
When the Refrigerants are made ufe of, fome

flimulating Medicine may be mixed with them
Uccaﬁm'.-ally (d).

|'~|:! J

y. The

He concludes his Paper with the following Obfervations.
1. That this Medicine proved a ftrong Diuretic, even in
thofe Cales where it did not make a CLJE'G.““—E- That we
are not to expeét that it will remove every Droply which
depends on difeafed Vifcera,—3. That all who were cured
by this Medicine were reduced very low, and appeared ex-
tremely thin and meagre; but recovered their Flefth and
Strength by a proper Diet’ and Regimen after the Droply
was gone.—4. That they were all in the Vigour of Life,

difeale not inveterate, but only of a few Months

and the I
ftanding.

I have ufed the Cream of Tartar in the Manner here re-
commended, and have found it to be a good Medicine in
fuch Cafes ; and although it will not anfwer in every Cafe,
yet it will often produce gc:n.'r-.] Efeits. Some of the Cafes
in which I ordered it are related in the fubfequent Part of
this Effay.

(4) A Man about fifty was fuddenly feized with a Dy-
furia, violent Pain and Vomiting, his Belly {fwelling to an

immenfe
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y. The alcaline Salts, both fixed and vola-
tile, increafe the watery Secretions; but thofe
of the fixed lixivial Kind have been obferved

immenfe Size: He was blooded, purged, had feveral
Clyflters, took Mercurius Duleis, whilft Cataplafims and
other Remedies were applied externally ; but all to no
Purpofe. A Catheter was introduced into his Bladder,
but there was no Urine in it. The Man at laft feemed
a-dying, putrid Ulcers beginning to appear, and a trou-
blefome Ii:f_':_'"i;::‘!] feizing him, when Dr. Li-‘f{r prefcribed
the following Medicine : .-"f,ﬁ.-.'c. limon. recent. unc, Vi. fuce.
cociear, -.'G?'i":'.:.:f;: i, 1v. _ﬁn':. plantag. bepat. )l"fug.r;f, unc, 1.
[yr. wislar, unc. ii. m. cap. unc. iv. tertia. g.h. By the Ufe of

this Medicine he made a great Quantity of Water, was

il
-
)

much relieved, and by the Affiftance of a few Purgatives

recovered. Liffe Esxercit, de Hyd P, &grol, 1§.— A

il 2o e Ny e hwrirrmie abror s migarfan O &
firone young Man became hydro; ier aquartan Ague ;

he had difficult breathing, and made but a fmall i__‘;"lh;mit}f
of Urine with a lateritious Sediment. [ ordered him a
bitter Infufion, with fome Pills of Nitre, Cryltals of Tar-
tar, Balfam of Tolu, and Soap; by the Help of thele he
made Urine plentifully, his hydropic Swellings abated, and
by the Ufe of fome ftrengthening Bitters, and proper Ex-
ercife, he recovered his Health.

particularly
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particularly to promote the Difcharge by U-
rine (¢).

M And

(¢) Anunmarried Lady, about thirty Years of Age, af-
ter [;;]{EJ]E many Pur;ul]'.'{: and other Medicines for a
Jaundice, Droply, and Nephritis, was cured by the lixi-
vial and other Salts, which made her pafs an almoit in-
credible Number of Stones. Mife. Cur. a. n. c. dec, Li
atins 3« 0bf. 174.—The good Effects of thefe Salts in the
Dropfy are alfo to be feen #id, cent. g 9 10. .-::ri,u", 55.—A
Woman between forty and fifty Years of Age, never mar-
ried, a Valetudinarian for twenty Years before, and fub-
je& to immoderate Fluxes of the Menfes, was affected
with an unis rfal Anafarca, for which fhe took many Me-
dicines of different Kinds without receiving any Bencfit.
She fwelled to a prodigious Size, and feemed almolt a-dying
when fhe was adviled to take the Broom-Afhes. She be-
gan the Ule of this Mediciae the 8th of December 1753,
and continued it for fome Months, She foon was much
relieved, made Water freely, and in confiderable Quan-
tity ; her Swellings began to decreale, and were all gone
by the Month of Aay, when fhe left off taking her Medi-
cine, and had had no Rewwm of her dropfical Complaints
in May 1756. She at firlt took only a Drachm a-Day, di-
vided into three Dofes, but gradually increafed the Quan-
tity to half an Ounce, and aled no other Medicine while
{lie continued.this. This Account I had from Mr. Bayne,

Apothecary in Cord-f2rect, who attended the Patient.
Thomas

e
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o And the neutral Salts prepared by the
Mixture of Acids and Alcalies, when pro-

Thomas Blundell, a young Man twenty Years of Age,
a Shoemaker by Trade, after working for fome Months in
a cold Place, loft his Appetite, and, in November 1762,
obferved that his Legs began to fwell, and foon after he
fwelled all over. On the 18th of May 701, he was made
an QOut-Patient at §¢. George’s Holpital. He had then an
univerfal Anafarca, and an evident Flu@uation of Liquors
was to be perceived in his Belly. He made but little Wa-
ter, and that was of a high Colour. His Countenance
was livid, like to a Perfon whofe Liver is difeafed. Heé
had a conftant Thirft, refted badly at Nights, and was in-
clined to be coftive. I ordered him the Gline Draughts
with five Grains of Rhubarb, three times a-Day ;- an ano-
dyne Draught, with half a Drachm of the Lixivium of
Tartar, every Night at Bed-T'ime ; and 2 Dofe of Jalap
and Nitre twice a-Week. From the Time he began this
Courfe of Medicines, he made Water freely, and evacu=-
ated large Quantities by Stocl the Days he took his Phyfic,
and by the 10th of Fuly he was free from all dropfical Com-
plaints. Being flill weak, he was ordered an Ounce of
the Decoétion of the Bark, mixed with two Drachms of
the Tinftura Aromatica, to be taken Morning and Even-
ing; and a Dofe of Tinfture of Rhubarb, to be taken
once a-Week. Onthe 27th of Augu/? he returned Thanks

for his Cure, being ftronz, and feemingly in good Health,

3 perly

s
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perly managed, often prove powerful Diu~
retics { f).
e. AS

(/) A Woman of feventy was cured of a Droply by ta-
king a few Drops of rectified Spirit of Salt mixed with Salt
of Wormwood, and fome of the acrid Diuretics. Mifeel.
a. n c. dec. 2. ann. 7. obf. §7.—See afterwards the Cafe
of Fohn Mackan, who was cured of an Anafarca by the
faline Draughts and Purgatives.—In the fifth Volume of
the Edinburgh Medical Effays, art. 13, Dr. Fothergill tells
us, that wne fartarus regeneratus, or terra foliata tartari,
given from half a2 Drachm to two Drachmy, is an excel«
lent Alterative and Diuretic. From three to fix Drachms
is a very mild Cathartic, that never finks the Spirits, of
raifes any violent Diforder, and particularly is ferviceable
to dropfical Patients. He then mentions the Cafe of a
married Woman forty-eight Years of Age, who received
oreat Relief by taking three Drachms of the ferra Jfaliata
sartari once or twice a- Week for upwards of a Year, which
gave her two or three loofe Stools, with a large Evacua-
tion of Urine, without exciting the menftrual Difcharge,
or affe@ting her Strength. Other Evacuants, both Diu-
retics and Purgatives, had been tried, but they produced
a Difcharge of Blood from the Vagina, which had funk her
prodigioufly, Corroborants, efpecially of the aitringent
Kind, foon ftopt the Flux, but at the {ame time contri-
buted to increafe the Swelling, by leflening the Dilcharge
by
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¢. As do many of the ftimulating Medicines,
Muftard-Seed, Leeks, Garlick, Squills, and

others mentioned in Sed. 23. 4 (2).
S

by Stool and by Urine. ‘This Patient at laft had her Days
fhortened by taking too rough a Purge.—In the New Dif-
penfatory, which is intended as an Improvement on Buincy,
part ii. ch, 8. p. 296, we are told, that two Drachms of
the vegetable Alkali faturated with Vinegar, and taken in
a liquid Form, without any Preparation, often gives ten
or twelve Stools in hydropic Cafes, and occafions a plen-
tiful Dilcharge of Urine, without any Inconvenience,

(g) A Peafant having laboured long under an Afeites,
and taken many Remedies without receiving any Benefit,
was at laft advifed to eat Garlick ; by the Ufe of which he
made great Quantities of Urine, and was in a little Time
cured of his Droply. Burnet. Medic. T hefanr, Iib. viii.
JeB. 12, fubfect. 1. He alfo adds, that he has feen feveral
cured by this Remedy. See Hiftories fuch s this in Fae
refl. lib, xix. obf. 27,

*s The late Dr. Young of Edinburgh, in a Letter to a
Friend (a Phyfician in Londsn) acquainted him, that he
had often feen anafarcous Swellings which accompanied
afthmatic Complaints relieved by the Ufe of Garlick ; and

he related four Cafes where the Swellings were entirely re-

~moved by the Patient’s fwallowing from two to fix Cloves

of Garlick in the Day.—Another Phyfician acquainted the
fame Gentleman, that he had feen great good Effe&s in
¥ 2 the
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¢. The fame Effeéts are often produced by
the Ufe of the natural Balfams; for Example,
Turpentine,

the Dropfy from the exprefled Juice of the Roots and Tops
of Leeks, taken to the Quantity of a larpe Wine Glafsful
Morning and Evening, which operated powerfully by U-

rine.—A hydropic Man cured by eating Onions. Mijfeel.
a. n. ¢, cent. 5 € 6. obf. 40.—See Cales of the Effeds of
Bitters, Muftard-Seed, and other ftimulating Medicines,
in Notes to Secl. 23.— Dr. Storck of Fiemna, in the Year
1763, publifhed an Account of the Ule of an Oxymel made
of the Root of the Meadow Saffron (Calchicum Autumnale)
in Dropfies. He relates thirteen Cafes, nine of which,
he fays, were cured by this Medicine ; the other four re-
ceived Benefit fromits Ufe. His Oxymel was made in the
following Manner.

R. Rad colchici autumnalis recent. in taleolas sefti une. i

Aceti Ving lib.i. digere per 48 boras in phiala et cola, et dein

R. Colature lib. i, mellis puri lib. ii. mife & cogue leni igne
ad mellis [pijfitudinem agitando eschleari lignes.

OFf this Oxymel he gave from a Drachm twice or thrice
a-Day to two Drachms four times in'the Day ; its Ufe was
continued frem two to fix Weeks; it operated as a ftrong

Diuretic.

This Oxvmel has been tried in England.—The late Dr.
TWudlaflon, Phylician to her Majefty’s Houfehold, told me,
that he had ordered it to feveral Patients in Guy's Hofpital,
but did not find it to anfwer what he expected from Dr.
Storck’s
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Turpentine, the Copaivy, Tolu, or Peruvian
Balfams ; as alfo by the Ufe of fome animal
Subftances, fuch as Millipedes, and Cantha-
rides in {mall Quantities (4).

Starck’s Account of it, nor did he think it near fo powerful
a Dhiuvretic a= the iqutli!j.-—uiﬂ a Letter (dated OéFsker 12,
1764) 1 bad from my Father, ke fays Dr. Szorcl’s Oxymel
was fzid to have an{wered wonderfolly in the two firft Pa-
Lients it was given to at Dalberzh 3 but it has failed in feve-
ral Patients, to whom it was given in Edinbargh.—1 have
ordered it to feveral dropheal Patients In 52 f';;-fr;,::'av‘u Hoi-
pital, bat it did not a8% as a Divretic, except.in one Cale,
and there only in a fmall Depree, and the Paticnt received

but lLittle Benefit from itz Ule.

(£} A Scruple of Spirit of Turpentine with TinQure of
Bezaur and red Coral, and-forty or fifty Drops of Spirit of
Sea Salt, brought away Urine from a Man in a Dropfy
and quartan Ague, to the Amount of twice or thrice the
Quantity of what he drank, and cured him. Adifeel. Co-
riof. dec. 2. anm. 3. ebf. 110.—Turpentine wirh Spirit of
dalt, fome fimple Waters, and Syrup, had the like Ef-
fe@. Jfbid. dec. 3. amn. 4. obf. 74-—To a Country Weo-
man labouring under an Afcites Dr. Ryffel ordered the fol-
lowing Pills : R. Milliped. ppt. drachm, il. fapon. venet. une.

2 .. A .
_ﬁ, gum. ammon. drach. . baif. fubbur. cum olco terchint.

g« 5. ut flant. pil. no. Bo. She took fix or eight of thele
Pills every Day, and after them a Draucht of the follow-

T
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y. Mercury and its Preparations may be
juftly ranked among the Diuretics; for when

ing Wine: R. fal. abfinth. drach.i. facchar. alb. drach. iii.
ol. flillat, nucts mofchat. gutt. vi. vin. albi lib. i, m. ut fiat vi-
num medicatum,  On taking thefe Medicines fhe voided fix-
teen Stones of an irregular Shape, about the Size of com-
mon Marbles that Boys play with ; foon after fhe was feiz-
ed with fuch a continual Flux of Urine, that the Whaters
flowed from her involuntarily in fo great Quantities as to
pafs through the Bed and Chamber-Floor. The Patient
was then reftored by proper Cordials and Bandages, the
I}rr]pf}' being almoft in 2 Moment of Time abforbed and
drained off by the Kidnies. Ruffel on the Ufe of Sea-Water,
feét. 2.—~The late Dr. P. Shaw ufed to efteem the Ballam
Copaivi, mixe! with the Lixiviem Tartari in the Propor-
tion of half a Drachm of the Balfam to a Scruple of the
Lixivium, given in any common Draught, as a powerful
Diuretic in Dropfies. And Sir Edward FFilmst uled to re-
commend half a Drachm of the Sal Polychrelt, mixed
with fifteen Drops of the Oleum Juniperi by means of the
Yolk of an Egg, in two Ounces of any common Julep,
and Eivch twice :-Daj.-, as a ;_:uud Diuretic in fuch Cafes,
If he gave it only once a-Day, he doubled the Dofe.—
Other Pra&titioners have joined Nitre and the other neu-
tral Salts to the natural Balfams in various Forms.— Hip-
pecrates recommends the Bodies of three Cantharides with-
out the Heads, Wings, or Feet, bruifed in Water, as a

good Medicine in the Dropfly. D¢ Fidtu acutsrum, feél. 66

given
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given fingle, or mixed with other Medicines,
it fometimes efficacionfly promotes the Excre-
tion of Urine (7).

When

(1) Quickfilver killed in Honey, Conferve, or fome of
the natural Balfams, was formerly a Medicine much ufed
in dropfical Cafes,—For a poor Woman about fifty Years
of Age, whofe Belly fwelled in confequence of a fcanty
Becretion of Urine, I prefcribed, afier fhe had taken a hy-
dragogue Purge, two QOunces of an Infufion of Juniper-
Berries and Gentian in Ale, adding a little Spiritus Min-
dereri, to be taken Morning and Evening, and eight Grains
of the mercurial Pill of the Edinburgh Difpenfatory, at
Bed-Time. The Ufe of thefe Medicines brought on a
copious Difcharge of Urine, and in a Fortnight’s Time
the recovered her Health.

*o' Lhe late Dr. Stevenfor of Edinlurgh wrote fome
Years ago to a Phyfician, his particular Friend, that
he had cured a Lady of feventy Years of Age of a
Dropfy, by ordering her to take conflantly for fome
time fo much of a Quickfilver Pill as contained eight
Grains of the Quickfilver, e rery Night at Bed-T'ime 5 and
four of the following Pills three times a- Day : R. Alliz re-
centis drach. iii. G. ammon. __.lr-f-_:'lih'. meset, _J.l',..-\_r.fe':- wmr drachm. 1.
puiv. milliped. q. s. ut fant pil. gr. v, which were wathed
down with two Ounces of the following Infufion: R. Ciner.
ge‘n;}?. unc. v. limatur. mart. drach, vi. cort. cinam. contuf.

4
drach, \ii. femin, coriand. drach. ii jv.'s.r:m finap, drach, iv.
':.-:q'lﬁ.. Rn'!:'l'i.fn'”.'. ﬂ'ér. fl'.-.:.:ll.'-."i';.; . .-'"J" Jllr’_i' """ £ .'I-'.._?'_. E |’E“. .!."n'.r:"e'-'.rull:-'

per
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72 OF THEDROPSY.
s. When the Paffage of Urine is cbftructed
by Sand or Stones, repeated Dofes of the mi-
neral Acids or lixivial Salts, properly diluted,
Soap, Lime-Water, and other Remedies for
calculous Diforders, are to be given.

per quatriduum gt cols.—He mentioned likewile another La-
dy whom he had cured by the Ule of the fame Pills, and
of Garlick, and fome Dofes of Rhubarh_-—-?‘.’l}f Father or-
dered two or three Dofes of Mercurius Dulcis to a Man
who had an univerfal Anafarca and Afcites, which pro-
duced fuch a copious Difcharge of Urine, as to remove
his Complaints entirely in one Night.

In fanuary 1762, 1 ordered three Grains of Calomel,
Morning and Evening, to —— Carter, a Soldier in the
11th Regiment of Foot, who laboured under an Anafarca,
which had come after a Flux, and had' yielded nothing to
other Remedies. This Medicine proved ftrongly diuretic,
and removed his droplical Complaints.—A Phyfician told
me, that he has cured two Dropfies by giving Quickfilver
killed in the Balfam Sulphur. "1'erebinth. and made up in-
to Pills with the Flour of Starch, and given from fix or
eight Grains to a Scruple at Bed-Time, and making the
Patient take next Day from ten to fifteen Grains of Rhu-
barb. Thefe Medicines afted as firong Diuretics, and at
the fame time kept the Body open.  He faid that this Me-
dicine was much ufed, and ftrongly recommendedin drop-
fical Cafes, by the late Dr. Brown of Invernefs.

r. The
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.. The Cathartics recommended in Se. 41,
not only empty the Inteftines, and caufe a Flow
of Liquors to them, but alfo often increafe the
Quantity of Urine, and when they are given
either at the fame time or alternately with Diu-
retics, are obferved to jncreafe their Operation,

x. Diuretics may alfo be affifted by relaxing
Injections thrown into the great Guts, and by

kﬁeping the Loins warm while the reft of the
Body is cool.

a. If the Remedies mentioned in this Sec-
tion do not increafe the aqueousSecretions, they
will be prejudicial ; for by diffolving the lood
they add to the Difeafe; and this Excretion of
Urine is of fuch Confequence in Dropfies, tha
it may be faid, in general, there is little Ex-
pectation of making a Cure while more Liquors
are drunk than are paficd off ; and Celfius (%)
obferved long ago, that when the Urine is in

(#) ¢ 5i plus humoris excernitur quam aflumitur, ita de-
‘“ mum [ecunda valetudinis fpes eft. Celf. /b, iii, cap. 21.
Tr
greater
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greater Quantity than the Drink, the Phyfician
may hope for Succefs.

43. The Skinof dropfical People is general-
ly dry, the perfpirable Liquor being poured
into the hydropic Cavities ; if therefore the
Excretion by the Skin be increafed, a lefs
Quantity of Fluid is conveyed into the Cavities
to increafe the Difeafe, and the Blood is freed

from a Redundancy of Water. To obtain
this,

a. The Method prefcribed by Celfus is cer-
tainly very rational (/) : ¢ Sweat, fays he, is to
“ be promoted, not only by Exercife, but like-
“ wife in warm Sand (), a Bagnio or Stove

and

(/) ““Evocandus cft fudor non per cxercitationem tan-
““ tum, fed etiam in arena calida, vel laconico vel clibano,
“* fimilibufque aliis ; maxime enim funt utiles naturales &
“ficce fudationes.” Celfus, kib. iii. cap. 21.

(m) Dampier in his Vioyages relates, that being ill of a
Dropfy in the Ifland of California, he covered himfelf all
aver with Sand, warmed by the Heat of the Sun, for an

Hour ;
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¢ (n), and other fuch like Contrivances; for
« patural and dry Sweating is very ufeful.”

b. Frittion as well as Exercife is univerfally
known to promote Pe r{piration.

¢. So alfo do the Stimulants recommended
in Sect. 23 »; elpecially thofe which are com-

pofed of a fubtile Oil and volatile Salt. ().
d. The

Hour ; then he was carried to Bed and well covered with
Cloaths, where he fell into a profufe Sweat, after which he
recovered daily.

(n) A Patient afflicted with an Hydrops Pe&oris and
Afcites, was cured by fweating plentifully in a Stove pre-
pared with Spiric of Wine, living -on a fudorific Diet of
Guiac and Sarfaparilla for twenty Days, and taking a hydra-
gogue Pur;_-\n: u\rer}rf{mrth ]')aj-’. River. f_}r'i;: cent. 4. ,:-!t'f. 7I.
—It is probably the warm Steam in the Grotto 4o/l Serpi
near Reome, that cures Droplies and many other Dileafles 3
although the Effect is attributed to the Licking and Su&ti-
on of Serpents.  See the Hiftory of the Cure of a Droply
by this Cave, Mifcel. Curizf. a. . ¢. dec, 3. ann. 4. 6bf. 20.

(¢) Jfolm Tackler, afllicted with a Droply, fweated
profufely, and difcharged a great Quantity of Urine, by the

Ule
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76 OF THE DROPSY.

d. The natural Balfams a& near}y in the
fame Way.

e. Mercury, and feveral of its Preparations,
frequently open the Pores of the Skin and pro-
mote a plentiful Diaphorefis ; efpecially if pro-
per Care be taken to dire& their Operation this
Way.

j+ Antimony, and 1ts Preparations, readily
affe& the Skin, and increafe the cutancous Ex-

cretions ().
g. And

Lie nfSpitiI of Sal Ammomiac tthwe[ﬁng having fublided,
the Remains thereof were catried off in a few I};a}’s h_-i,' a
Dofe or two of a Hydragogue Purge. Binninger, eeme. 1.
obf. 76.—The Decoction of the Rad. Vincetoxicum (Swal-
low-wort) is ftronply recommended as a Sudorific in the

Dropfy. Mifcel. Cur. a. n. c. dec. 2. ann. 7. ebf. 38,

(p) Syderbam has recommended firongly the Crocus Me-
talloram given by way of an Emetic in the Afcites where
the Belly is large, de Hydrope—And Dr. Pater mentions
his having cured one Anfony Maria of an Anafarca and
Afcites, -by ordering him fome of the Sulphur Metallorum
with the Elixir of Vitriol. It foon gave him Relief, and
within




OF THE DROPSY. 37

g. And Opium, either by itfelf or different-
ly prepared with other Medicines, produces the
fame Effects (7).

b. Thefe

within twelve Days his Belly and other {welled Parts were

much decreafed, having evacuated a Deal of Water both
by the Mouth and the urinary Paflages, and in a little
Time was cured. Dr. Poter gives great Praifes to this Me-
dicine the Sulphur Metallorum, and mentions feveral other
Cafes he cured by it. See Hoffman Oper. Supplem. p. 1.

gt LT L L ] .n'-'- il rrl. = 1s - =
cents L. obf. - l:.}uf" CEHL. 2. ..-F-Jl. 12, r _':,mr--ﬂ-‘-‘~ 3 -'tJr. j[.-.lq 3: ,[j-, .

L

(¢) A Woman gave to her Hufband labouring under a
Dropfy fifteen or twenty Grains of Laudanum ; he broke
out into a profufe Sweat, paflled a great Quantity of Urine,
and was cured. .Hia.’. de P dead. des Sciences, I;D_‘;.-——:jh Gen=-
tleman who was much troubled with nocturnal Pains from
an ill-cured Lues Venerea, for which he would take no-
thing but a little Laudanum to eafz his Pain, at length fell
into an univerfal Dropfy ; and being averle to Medicines,
he fent for Dr. #illisy to know if he might take Laudanum
in this Diftemper, {o as to keep him eafy : the Doltor con-
{ented to it, after piving him proper Cautions, and went
away, notexpedling he would live many Days. The Pa-
tient immudhtrly took a !:';I;_-'_l.‘ Uole of Laudanum, which
he continued to increafe: every Day till the Quantity was
alinoit incredible. In a Month’s Time all his dropfical
Swellings
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b. Thefe twolaft named Medicines, the Anti-
mony and Opium, have often a better Effe&t

Swellings were gone, his nofurnal Pains left him, he had
a good Appetite, and was able to walk abroad. The O-
pium {weated him plentifully every Night, and made him
pafs a large Quantity of Urine. IFillis Pharm, Ration.
P 1. Jeél. 7. cap. 1.

‘Ihe following Cafe I had from Dr. Knight. A middle-
aged Man, after a quartan Ague, was taken with an Af.
cites, and being {welled all over was received into the
Weftminfler Infirmary. A Number of Purgative and o-
ther Medicines were given him, which did not at all re-
lieve him ; and there feemed to be little Hope of his Reco-
very. Dr. Kniglt ordered him a Dole of Dsper’s Opiate

Powder, which {weated him plentifully, and relieved him
greatly ; he continued the Ufe of this Medicine for two
Months with the fame Succefs, his S-A'elTing all the while
diminifhing confliderably ; but at the End of this Period
the Powder had no more Efe®, and his Difeafe feemed to
be at aStand. The Do&tor then ordered him to take a
Purgative alternately with the Powder ; which Courfe re-
lieved him alfo but little till he was bandaged pretty tight-
ly all over: the Medicines then began to have a good Ef-
fect; and by continuing this Courfe, and drawing the
Bandages tighter as the Water was evacuated, a compleat
Cure was made in a fhort Time. The Do&or faw the Man
four or five Months afterwards in good Health, and be-
licves he has had no Relapfe.

when
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when mixed, than when either of them is
taken feparately, efpecially the antimonial Wine
and Tincture of Opiam ().

7. That thefe diaphoretic or fudorific Medi-
cines may have a proper Effect, their Operation
muft be aflited, not only by excluding the
cold Air, but alfo by keeping the Surface of
the Body warm with thicker Garments, and a
greater Quantity of Bed Cloaths than ufual, as

(r) The antimonial Wine mixed with {'in&uyre of Opi-
um is now 2 Medicine much ufed in §t.George’s Hofpital : 1
have often given it as a Sudorific, which Intention it aniwers
effeCtually, and does great Service in rheumatic Cafes.—
Toa Woman about forty, afflicted with a Dropfy of the
incyfted Kind for feveral Years, which had diftended her
Belly to an enormous Size, and feemed to proceed from a
fehirrous Ovarium, [ ordered thirty or forty Drops of Lau-
danum in an Ounce of Pepper-Mint Water, firft with half
a Drachm of the Lixivium of Tartar, and about two
Months afterwards, when the Medicine feemed not to pro-
duce its ufual Effe&, with hfty Drops of the antimonial
Wine : fhe took this Medicine as oft as fhe found her Belly
begin to grow larger, and was always relieved, the Per-
fpiration and Difcharge of Utine being ereatly increafed by
its Ufe.

well
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well as with warm Drink, and fomenting the
Skin with Steams of hot Water, or rather with
the Vapour of burning Spirits of Wine; or by
rubbing the Body with warm Flannel well im-
pregnated with aromatic Fumes, when an

increafed Pr:ri'pimtiun without Sweat is in-
tended.

44. Although a Salivation raifed by Mercu-
ry greatly weakens the Patient, and diffolves
the Humours into an aqueous Mafs, yet it is
faid to have cured a Dropfy (s): when there-

(s) A Man between twenty-five and thirty Years of
Age was attacked with an Afcites and Anafarca, and find-
ing no Relief from any other Means ufed for his Recovery,
was cured by being tapped and falivated. Recourfe was
had to the Salivation, becaufe neither the Pun@ure, nor any
Medicines which had been given him, removed the fubcu-
tancous Swellings. Du Ferney, Memsir. de PAcad des
Sciences, 1703.—A Woman labouring under a Dropfy was
cured by an accidental Salivation, raifed by Mercury mixed
with purging Pills, which continued fourteen Days. i/~
cel. Curigf. dec. 2. ann. 4. obf. 36.—An hydropic Woman
was ;rc:-ﬂy affifted in her Cure by a Salivation. 4. Phyf.
Med. a. n. c. val. v. obf. 3.

fore
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fore this Diftemper has baffled other Remedies,
Salivation may be tried,

45- In Dropfies every Difcharge of watery
Fluids is not to be efteemed beneficial 3 for if
thefe are only feparated from the Blood without
any Diminution of the hydropic Swelling,
which alone is the fure Sign that the defired
Abforption has been made, the Patient’s
otrength is exhaufted, and his Elood diffolved ;
fo that the Cure of the Difeafe is fo far from
being advanced by fuch Excretions, that, on
the contrary, the Cafe muft be rendered
worfe.

46. In the few Cafes where there are other
natural Paffages than thofe now treated of to be
opened, it is plain that the Methods of Cure
muft be varied according to each particular
Cafe ; which fhall be confidered in the fecond

Part of this Effay,

47. The like Variety of Management being
required in different Dropfies where artificial
G Outlets
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produce Inflammation or Gangrene in the
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3
fame Time the other Organs of the Body be-

ing deprived of their due Proportion of Liquors
will become unfit for performing aright their
Functions ; and hence a Difficulty in Breathing,
Weaknefls and Faintnefs, Lofs of Ap
bad Digeftion, and L.a.h other Symptoms, are
the common Confequences of a iu:Lh.;t Evacu-
ation of hydropic Waters from large Cavities(w).

often difcharge as much in a Day or two, as was former! ly
colletted in them during Months or S ears.— I'he Water

hich was clear and limpid at a firft Tapping, is frequent«
l}-‘ bloody at a fecond.

(w) People labouring under the Dropfy often die fud«
denly when they l'u.r-': to be in a fair Way of Recovery,
and the dropfical Swellines to diminifh daily ; may, often
after a feeming Cure, Many Inftances of which we meet

with in 8z, {'.-1'-.':'.-'_';,"9, and other large Hofpitals. I have had

]

he Bodies, of leverals who died in this Way, opened.

[n fome no Water was found in the Cavities, nor any
vifible Fault in any of the Vifcera, or other Organs, which
we could :'.!r[;'_‘_l] for the Caule of ]f.‘!":‘.th; and we could
only Conjelture, that either the Water had fo macerated

and relaxed the Fibres, as to render them unh

longer the vital Fun&ions, or that the fudden Evacuation

£

L ir - T - .
ef the Water had occafioned the Death of the Patient.

iz 2

——
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49, Thefe bad Confequences of taking a-
way hydropic Waters are to be prevented, 1.

By

In feveral 1 have feen Water in the Cavities of the
Thorax, and Signs of Obftru&ions of the Lungs——1In
others FFaults of the other Viicera.

In fome I have oblerved large Polypous Concretions in
been recently formed, and which, in fome Calfes, I have
{;'.i-ji_;_{'-ll.tll.rﬁl.:l to have been the Caufe of the fudden Death of
the Patient.—A Cale of this Kind occurred lately, #illiam
Ritching, twenty-two Years of Age, whofe Father and
two Brothers had died of the Il:r-::'_:!"j.'.} was admitted into
St. George's Holpital the 14th of Nevember 1764, fora
univerfal Droply. By having Scarifications made in his

purgative Medicines, the

& : FLi o i :
Liegs, and the Ule of diuretic and

swellings oradus

| =]

ly decreafed, and he feemed to be in a faic
Way of Recovery, when, on the 7th of December, he died
fuddenly, at MNine o' Clock in the :".1'.:-:'“::”;‘ after 4 calm

e

Night’s Sleep, and having eat fome Water-Gruel about
half an Hour before.—His Body was opened next Day.
The Brain was found and firm, 2nd there was no more
Water than common in its Ventricles, or on its Surface.

7= = '] A o 3 T '
I'he abdominal Vilcera were all found, and but a very

{fmall Quantity of Water in the Cavity.—The right Cavity
of the Thorax contained above a Quart of Water, but did

nat
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By letting out the Water flowly, and in fmall

Quantities at a2 Time, that the Preflure may
L L o

be taken off very E;r:ﬂ.du:}%h'.-—r—’_’. By makine

as great a Preflure on the Part from which the
Water is difcha: rged as was occafio f.'-.": 'f'-:; the
Fluid while it 1'r:5:;-.1|n'_'d within th
By appls

cines taken ’\{mu' of in Seét. 21

-~ ]
nec of the ftren

5

Inpication III.

1V

50. Tho’ the two firft Indications may ha

: |
B i # I, : KT - i - S
off all the extravafated Water, yet the third
Indication of preventinga Relapfe is not to be

e twrela LFL e LK PR YR
-

been fuccefsfully purfued, {o as to have ﬂu.-nr:ri

not appear fo full as to have been the Caufe of Death.
The L ungs adhered a little to the Pleura in this Side, and
in one I".J.rl: was full of Blood, ::n.‘. about a {quare Inch was
black, and feemed concreted almoft to a folid Mafs, tho’
when cut out of the Body it fwam in Water. There was
but a fmall Quantity of Water in the Jeft Cavity. The
Heart was very large, and both Ventricles full of yel-
ow polypous Concretions, which extended into the large
U;’qil-\ and which, tho’ th ey were pretty hirm, feemed ta
have the Appearance of having been recen tly formed.

{-l‘; % i.l"r.—.'-l"

3 orgot 3
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| il foroot ; for there are few Difeafes into which
LGl P:-.t:tntf- are {o liable to Relapfe as the Droply.

i Whoever therefore has once had a Dropfy muft
: iy be particularly on his Guard again{t a Return

of it.

[ o nt
i fitt long in the Ufe of Corroborants, and fuch
3 sther Medicines as leflen the Difeafe, gradually

il 1. Perfons in this Condition ought to per-

. forbearing Evacuations, and increafing the :
LR * Dofes of the flrengthening Remedies, till thc
| i ! natural ‘Tone of all the Orpans is reftored ;
é the cold Bath, which was faid to be improper |
i while the Dropfy continued, may be fuccefs-
I g fully employed for bracing the Solids fuf-

Vi ficiently.

be had, 1. To the

hil
:T ¢2. Befides the general Method now pro-

i 1 Tﬂ'i-:- !

orl

ofed, fpecial Regard 1s to
L -

rinal
D e
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Cure of 'its different Species ; we fhall there-

fore now Pm::t:c:ﬁ to a more particular Defcrip-

tion of the different Kinds of Dropfies, which
will be the more clearly comprehended, if the
general DoQlrine already propofed be kept in
View.
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Of the different Kinds of
DROPSIES.

{17 HE Waters of Dropfies are con-

tained either in Cavities which
have a free Communication with others, or
in fuch as have no dire& or natural Outlet,
Hence the Divifion into diffufed and incyfted
Dropfies.

] W R
Of the pirrusep DROPSY.

The Seat of the Difeafe,

57. ‘The Principal, if not the only, Seat of

the diffofed Dropfy, is that cellular membranous
Subftance
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Subftance which is to be found every where
s, Blood-
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under the Skin, about the Mufcle
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feems to ﬂZJ"u'E as a general connecting Mediut
to all the Parts of the Body.

g8, ‘This cellular Subftance confifts of ex-
tremely {mall, pellocid, ductile and elaftic
_i,'r-x'fﬁ":";!_}jﬂl]'fﬁ_; in fome Places it is denfe, and

1 others loofe, and in fome Parts it is of a fine,
in un’:h:rs of a coarfe Texture : ami tho® we
cannot demonftrate either Veflels or Nerves

proper to its Lamellz, neve :!t:""s innumera=
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() Do all the Cells of the Tunica Cellulofa communi-

cate with one another univerfally he human Body

LAE- INERERLE s

and is the Water of anafarcous Dronfies equally difperfed
& -

through
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thefe the Arteries are conftantly pouring Li-
quors, which are again reaflumed into the
Blood by the Extremities of abforbent Veins.

! e
E'f-"_ P'l_:ﬁn'ur
wd A o

through them ? Or are there two Sorts of cellular Mem-
branes, the one which may be called Reticular, into which
the mere watery Liquors are fecreted, and in which drop-
fical Water is lodged ; the other, which may be called
Adepole, into which the Fat is -L?t!:ufl'_-::d, and into which
the Water of Dropfies never enters ?

Till we know mcre of the intimate Struflure of animal
Bodies, we cannot determine thefe Queftions with Cer-
tainty.

The firft is the moft general received Opinion, nor are
ﬂ]E J.'?x:.:”._‘i]'.i_'.":f‘_'; -ﬂi- our not L‘:'E!I]; ﬂ!].[..' o 1-':}!.!1:"1.".".;.' ‘.'!'ll.! }'Iﬂt
from one Part ;=.:“:r.zn:h-:."1 orof its not falling down into
particular ,E".Lr-_:'-1I fufficient Proof of the contrary ; for we
are not to expedt ,]u- where there is a thick d
Membrane, and fmall Cells filled with a grofs Fat, and
the Communications between thefe Cells but fmall, that
we can be able by external Preflure to {queeze this Fat from

enfle cellular

=
!

one Cell to another, in the fame Manner as we would do
Water, liquid Qil, Air; or any other fuch Fluid, thrown
into the moft loofe Part of the cellular Membranes ; far
lefs are we to imagine that the grofs Onl, after it has ac-
quired the Confiftence of Fat, will fall down by its own
Weight into the cellular Subftance of thole Parts where
Nature
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Many of thefe Cells we find filled with
a grofs IFat, others with a fine Oil; in others
we obferve a vilcid, in others only a fine watery
Liquor : Nature having furnifhed every Part

Nature has intended that no Fat fhould be lodged.—And
although it be true, that in many Parts of the human
Body there leemto be particular Organs fitted for fecreting
and preparing the grofs Oil called Fat, whether Glands
according to Perrault, Collins, and others, or Adepofe Sac-
culi according to Morgaeni, or Veflels of certain Diame-
ters according to Ruyfh and Haller; and that in other
Parts of the Body, fuch as the Eye-Lids, Scrotum, &¢. there
fecems to be no fuch particular Stru&ure, yet we cannot con-
clude from thence that the Water of Dropfies is never
lodged in the fame Cells with the Fat; or 2firm with Cer-
tainty, that there Is no univerfal Communication between
the Cells of the Tunica Cellulofa, Water or Air drove
forcibly into the cellular Membranes feems to £l all the
empty Cells, and dropfical Diforders confume the Fatin the
cellular Membranes, and the Marrow in the Bones ; and
thefe Cavities are often found after Death full of 2 watery
inftead of an oily Liquor.

Whoever would know more of the Stru@ure and Ufe of
the cellular Membrane, and the different Opinions thag
have been p apsfed concerning it, may confult the ingenious
Dr. Haller's Elementa Phyfiolog. lib. i, fe. 2

= LT

of
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of the animal Body with Orerans for preparing
o fr i ’

fuch Liquors as were moft fit for its Ule.

L

SYMPTOMS.

f 3

a Droply already
given in Sect. 4.—10. an(wers to the diffufed

6o. The Defcription o

ones, allowing for the Appearances arifing from
the Nature of the cellular Mlembranes in which
the Water is contained : Thus,

a. The very fmall Quantity of Water con-
tained in each Cell can fcarce fluGtuate {o much
under. the Fingeras to imprefs it with the Senfe
of an undulatory Motion ; but by Preflure the
Water may be fqueezed into the neighbour-
ing Cells : by thefe Means a fmall Hollow or
Pit 1s made, which is flowly and gradually fill-
ed up again when the Preflure is removed.

b. The Water by its Weight defcends thro’
thefe Cells towards the lower Parts, which
therefore are generally more f{welled and dif-
tended than thofe above.

¢. The

S S—_—
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pe=an

1
4 ¢. The Symptoms of this Difeafe, in mofk
I §

of the deep-feated internal Organs, not being
[ o d . : : [
f bfervable either by the Eye or the Finger,

S e | 2 : = el o SR =1
WE Lall ':-l.J:: 111 l. i Lr-!- L1 i '\--rtutl o !-}Iu HI.J.L-‘(F.::L‘I- bv

the E?laf::.i.li,_l-;:'.'l of the Patient, and the ]]1}1:-

hich the different Functions may have

CAUSES and PROGNOSTIC,

il ] 1 5 A
| 61. The Caufes of the diftufed J“lmpf'}r are

enumerated in Seft. 11.~—18. and the Prog-

3 noftic 15 to be made accordine to the Circami=
|

o=
Seét. 19.

—l

5 -
J.LuI ces h nted in oect,

C R E

j 62. Nor is any Circumftance to be changed
* ‘ e 1 . e

: in the Indications of Cure related in Se&. 20.
{ But in cthe Therapeutic Part it niay be worth

while to obferve, that the Abforption {from the

i
]

f 1 A ; e - 1

! ‘ cellular Membrane is more eafily performed
, than from any of the Cyils, :c-:a:-i.: its Veins
; .--,I. (e .11'-1 e slal w Yy - _,.,..1_1 ,,.';\ L'i_1 ——
I alc J]E}Ll alill [NOTC Ili..u.-.:.';...r'\..-]ub, and NE Jlldcs
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than the Ln ts 11:11’::; }".k.nff:, ceteris paribus,

the diffufed Dropfy yields fooner to Medicines i
than th mc:.'ﬂr:d,

63. The moft frequent and manifeft Kind of

the diffufed Dropfy is the i-Ub;‘thfll‘:i:-;:l]F} called

e

by the Latins infercus, and by the Greeks i

sydadoncty OF AsUkopheypdTic I:.}} |

64. When this Difeafe depends on the Cau- |
{es mentioned in Seét. 12.—15. the Feet |

- ok 11 3 = ¥ T -
gin firft to fwell, efpecially in the Evening
L

—
"t
-

o
I

(y) Areteus makes a Difference between the Teuco
phlegmatia and ﬂnal"—*rc:h 1._".:! we ufe the W
and Leucophlegmatia ind erently, for they feem to be but
different Stages of the |';-,;-.1, : Difeafe. He fays, that whe

b B b oty , M | " gl = Ty a .
the Lml. is fwelled with a thick white Pituir. the Dif:
Rhaliy LELE R =l Ail
ought to be named Phlegmatia, but when the -

folved into a hlUl:n!j." thin waterv Humour it ourht

to be called Anafarca. Lib. ii. cah, 1 : |



96 B EST'HE DRDOPSY.

after Exercife, and when the Patient has ftood
or fat long; which Swelling rifes frequently
to the Thighs.—By lying in Bed the Swelling

ecomes lefs, or even almoft imperceptible.—
The Reafon of thefe Appearances may be ea-
fily underftood when one confiders, what was
before hinted at, that as the Cells in which this
watery Fluid is depofited, communicate with
each other, fo of Courfe this Fluid defcends by
its own Weight to the inferior Parts. To this
if we add, that in an ere@ Pofture the high
Column of Blood contained in the Aorta, and
inferior Vena Cava, prefles upon the Veflels of
the lower Parts, and makes the Return of the
Blood from thence to the Heart more difficuit ;
and that under fuch Circumftances as com-
monly produce the Anafarca the vafcular Syftem
1s greatly relaxed ; and that, by thefe Means,
the Power failing which fhould promote the
Afcent of the Blood from the lower Parts, it
moves with more Difficulty, and the thinner
Parts are by this additional Delay forced into the
{maller Ramifications of the Arteries, which

cin ?t}?
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empty their Contents intothe cellular Subftance.
But when a Perfon is laid horizontally, the
Height of the Column of Blood in the return-
ing Veins i1s fhortened ; the Blood flows with
lefs Difficulty, and the Preflure being removed,
the Power of Abforption is reftored, whilft a
lefs Quantity of Moifture is forced through the
exhaling Veflels(=), and therefore the Swellings
decreafe.

65. In the Progrefs of this Difeafe the
Swelling rifes to the Hips, Loins, and Belly,

extends itfelf to the Thorax, and at length to
the Hands and Face ; {o that the whole Body

15 affected by it, the moft depending Parts be-
ing always the moft enlarged.

66. An Obftacle of any Kind being once
made to the Return of the Blood by the Veins

(=) If Hyffman’s Obfervation of tall People being more
fubject to this Kind of Droply than thofe of a low Stature,
be true, it is a Kind of Confirmation of the Doétrine here
laid down. De Hydrope, cap. 20,

H from




e ——

g8 - irE THEIDROP S

from any Part of the Body, that Part foon
becomes anafarcous, ar, as it is moft common-
ly termed, cedematous ; and the dropfical
Swelling extends itfelf gradually in Proportion
to the obftructing Caufe, tho’ all the Organs
of the Body are in a natural found State; thus
an anafarcous Swelling may be brought on the
Limbs by comprefling the inferior Vena Cava
or the Iliac Veins; or on the Arms or Head
by comprefling the fuperior Cava. A Schirrus
in the Arm-Pit often Caufes the Arm to ap-
pear extremely eedematous.

67. WateryTumors may be produced where-
ever there is a preternatural Laxity of the Solids,
or when the Circulation of the Blood is ob-
ftructed in the capillary Arteries : fuch Tu-
mors therefore are.often the Confequences of
Palfy (4), Bruifes, Sprains; but the Swellings
from Eryfipelas, the Poifon of the Viper, Bites
of Infects, &ec. though they feem to partake

(a) Seea Dropfy from Palfy, Heoffinan Supplem. cent. 1
5:':,-": 97.

of
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of the cedematous Nature, yet they more pro-
pﬂr]}? h{:]-::ung to another Clafs of Dijfeafes, than
thofe treated of here.

68. The Head and Scrotum are the only
two Parts of the Body on which, when diftend-
ed with the fubeutaneous Dropfy, Authors
have been pleafed to beftow pqrticular Names,
To the former they have given the Name of
Hydrocephalus, and to the latter I{}umbe.c
But in fpeaking of thefe two Sorts of Dropfies
it is always right to add the Epithets of fubcuta-
neous or external, to diftinguith them from
the other Kinds of Drop{y to which the Head
and Scrotum are {fubject, and of which there
will be Occafion to treat in the following Parg
of this L‘fi.l.y.

6g. As the Water of a fubcutaneous Dropfy
{tretches the Skin, prefles on the Blond Vefiels,
Nerves, Mufcles, &c. and relaxes all the Partg
it touches 3 the Heat of the Body, the con-
tractile Power of the Mulcles, and the Tone

of the Veflels, are all thereby confiderably di-

H 2

minifthed ;
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160 OF THE DROPSY.

minifhed ; and the Skin becomes fo infenfible,
that it has been fometimes burnt without the
Knowledge of the Patient (¢), whofe own
Weightat laft becomes a Burthen greater than
he can fupport.—The Veflels under the Skin
being by this Preflure fo ftraitened as to be inca-
pable of tranfmitting their Liquors to the Heart,
difcharge them into improper Places; hence
are frequently produced the red Spots and
Blotches obferved on the Skins of hydropic
People.—The diffufed Water too, by prefling
univer{ally on the Veflels, increafes the Refift-
ances to the Force of the Heart, which of Con-

(¢) A labouring Man who feemed to be almoft drowned
by Water under the Bkin, having his Thighs as thick as
an ordinary Man’s Body, being very cold in the Winter,
lay down by the Fire to warm himlelf, and, by Accident,
putting his Foot againtt the hot Coals, tho® he felt no Pain,
was fo much burned that the Water was totally evacuated
in three Days Time thro’ the Aperture made by this Acci-
dent ; and he was {o much reduced in Size that his Skia
hung loofe about him : but he recovered his Health by
what at firlt feemed to be a Kind of Misfortune. Boers

baay. Gemment., in fedl, A1 b. _-r-'i.".':.'..".'u".’ « Med,

. o
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fequence becomes unequal to its Tafk of propel-
ling the Blood thro’ the Body; and therefore
the Blood is collected moftly in the large Veflels
about the Heart and in the Lungs, where it caufes
Anxiety, thort and difficult Breathing, efpecially
when, from a little Motion or Exercife, the
{mall Portion which finds a Paflage thro' the
other Parts of the Body, is forced to return to
the Heart fomewhat more quickly than ordi-
nary.—Sometimes the Water diftends and di-
lates the Pores of the Skin fo much, that thro’
them it makes its Way out of the Body (d).
But if it paffes thro’ the Vefiels of the Skin only,
and not thro’ the Cuticle, it raifes Blifters, which
being broke the Waters run out plentifully (o).
—When the Circulation is wholly ftopped in
any Part, by the Preflure of the Water, a Mor-
tification enfues. Or, when the extravafated
Liquors become acrid or putrid, they erode the

(d) & (¢) I have feen feveral Inftances of both ; there
are remarkable Examples of the former in Mifeel. Cur. a.
i ¢ dec. 2. anit, g, obf. 136.—Ibid. an. 3. obf. 136. and of
the latter ibid, dec. 2. ann. 10. obf. 34.

H'g Fibres
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Fibres to which they are contiguous; and if
any Part of this acrimonious Fluid be taken up
by the ablorbent Veflels and mixed with the
circulating Fluids, it caufes Thirlt, Heat, Fe-
vers, and their numerous Confequences.

20. A general Anafarca never is without a
Collection of Water in the cellular Membranes
furrounding the Vifcera; this muft occafion
fome Diforder in their Functions, from whence
various other Symptoms arife, which fhall be
enumerated when we come to confider the dif-
ferent Sorts of internal diffufed Dropfies.

71. As every Kind of Dropfy has fomething
peculiar to itfelf, and probably yields more to
fome particular Clafsof Medicines than to others,
in treating of the Management of each, thofe
Medicines fhall be more exprefly confidered
whofe Effe€t may be generally depended on, in
the Species of Dropfy then treated of, whilft the
others are only cafvally mentioned,

72 s
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»2. a. Thofe corroborating or (trengthening
Remedies that increafe Abforption when exter-
nally applied do more Service in the fubcuta-
neous Dropfy than in any other Kind, becaufe
they can be applied almoft to the Seat of the
Difeafe ; and therefore FriGtion, the ftimulating
Fumes ( /), Aromatic (g) and {pirituous Medi-

cines

(£) BR. Pulv, benzain. q. - vel R. thur. fuccin, ana p. ac.
mifce, fiat pulvis 3 panlatim carbonibus incenfis, intra caminum
injiciatur, et fumus excipiatur' panno laneoy donec bene calefcat

pammus, cuti mane et vefpere affricandus.

(z) R. Pulv. fubt. fummit. abfinth. unc. iv. cret alb.
wne. viii, mifce. Pulvere bocce afpergatur pannus, quo circum-
ligandae fant partes bydropicae, b. s~—vel R. pulv. fubtil.
cinamom drach. i fs. nucis mofchat. drach. ii. campborae ferup. ii.
mifce. - Admifceatur bicce pulvis cum goffipio, inferends inter
duplicatum linteum, ex qua conficiantur tibialiay vel manicae,
funiculis adffringe ndae.

(h) R. Spirit. vini caspharat. unc.iv. fpirit. volat. aromat.
drach, i, mifee.  Affricetur, q. s. partt tumidae bis in die.

The following Cafe was fent by the Patient’s Daughter
to a Friend, from whom I had it.

H 4 &
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cines (%), or other external Remedies,.are fre-
quently found to have a good Effe&, and ought
to be afliduoufly employed,

6. Bandagesare extremely proper and bene-
ficial in affifting the Tone of the Parts, and
for preventing the Influx of Fluids into the cel-
lolar Subftance, and expelling Water from
them, and in promoting the Cure. However,
Care ought to be taken not to apply them too

A Gentleman of Fortune near eighty Years of Age, after
two fevere Fits of Illnefs, fell into a Dropfy, and fwelled all
over ; he was afthmatic, low and weak, and thought to be a
dying, when he was advifed to have Cabbage or Colewort
Leaves applied to his Legs. The hard Stalks were cut
away, and the Coleworts were rolled with a Rolling-Pin
to make them foft, and applied frefh twice a Day—By De-
grees they began to draw the Water, and to difcharge it
from his Legs, and his Breathing became eafier.—The
Difcharge was computed to be about a Quart in the Day;
it at firlt kept him low, but as it leflened he recovered his
Strength, and his Body had leffened 13 Inches, and he
was able to lie down in Bed, which he had not been able
to do for fome Years before ; and in May 1764, he was
able to walk with a Stick, to dine at Table with his Fa-
mily, and to go out an airing in a Coach. In November
he made a Journey of near two hundred Miles, and was in
good Health,
tight,
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tight, left we ftop the free Circulation of the
Blood in the Parts lower than where the Ban-
dages are applied, and occafion an Increafe of
the dropfical Swellings of thefe Organs, or give
Rife to dangerous Inflammations and Obftruc-
tions,

Lk

¢. Diaphoretics and Sudorifics a& chiefly on
the Veflcls of the Skin, and frequently pro-

duce very good Effects ; whether Heat alone,
or Stimulants (7), or antimonial Preparations
(£), or Mercurials (), or Opium (m), or

other

(1) R. Spirit. corn. cerv. une. dimid, cjus aeger [fudation:
wccinilus bauriat gutt. 1xxx. in quovis liquore vinofs tepida, et
gutt. XX. omni poflea guadrante borae.—vel R. Fulep. e cam-
phor. lib, [i, ting, Jerpent, uncl i, mifee. Propinanda e/
prime uncia una, et pofiea unc. dimid. omni femibora ad tres vel
guatuor wices.—uvel R. Spirit. minder. unc. viii. Sal. wel. ¢. .
gr-xL fyrup balf. Tolutan. une. ii. mifce : hauriat unc. i, flatim
cum in leslum fe receperity ef wnciam unam omni dein bora
dimidia.

(&) B. Fin. antivion. unc. dimid. capiat eutt. x1. in _ﬁ‘r{ laf?is
'L-.r'?rfju"; .I'{,m'n’. unc. W et reit. dofis omni bova Jt ferat ventriculus,—
vel R, Kerm. mineral. gr. ii. theriac. andromach, drach, i. mijfce

pro dofi—wel R, Antimon, caliinat, ad albedinem cum asguals

copid
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other Medicines, are employed for this Pur-
pofe (7).

73. Either

copia rafur. cortis cerv. gr. XXX. cap. pro dafi —wel R. Fin.
xS A -1 . T A : - 1 A e -
antiman. gutt, X\, finck. thebase, guit, XXX, cap. .r-ﬂf, ,af.;.:’.-_st,u'}mm?;

8va quagque horay ex quivis liguore tepids,

(/) R. Furpeth. mineral. gr.i. mitbrid. Sferup. 1. ol flil,
menth, gutt, ii. mifce pro dofi.—vel B, Mereur. dale. gr. iv,

camphor. gr.vi. epti gr. il mifce &5 cap. fudsri accinéius,

(m) R. Pulv. caftor. gr.xv. fal. fuccin. gr.v. fal. wel, ¢, e.
gr. vi. opi crud, gr. i, [yrup. e cortice aurant. g. 5. ut fiat bolus
b 5. devorandus—vel R. Tartar. vitrisl, ﬁ?f, mitri, ana forup.
iv. funde in crucibuloy pulveriz., et adde pu'v. rag. ipecacoan.
opii fingul. ferup. i. ol. flil. menthae gutt. ii. my ce. Defis efta
Jerup. i. ad gr.xl. Thisis Dyver’s Powder, formerly men-

¢
tioned.

*_* A Soldier of the fecond Regiment of Foot-Guards,
had undergone repeated Salivations for venereal Com-
catched Cold, and fwelled all over in 4 {hort Time
He had a Difficulty of Breathing, a Paucity of U-
rine, and the other Symptoms of a Dropfy. The Sur-
geon of, the Regiment at firft ordered him hydragogue and
diuretic Medicines, which gave no Relief. He then
¢ him to the Phyfician, to whom 1 am obliged for
as for feveral other Cafes taken Notice of in

“‘1]{!
pluint:-',
after.

brough
this, as well
this third Edition. As the Man was young, and his Pulfe

full, the Door erdered him to be blooded, and to have
{fome
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73+ Either at the fame Time, or alternately
with thefe Remedies, the Corroborants, Diu-

retics,

fome Dofes of Dsver’s purging EleCtuary, which had little
Effect. He then ordered him the following Medicine, to
be taken by Spoonfuls till it both vomited and purged him 1
R, Syrup e Jbina cervin. une.ii. tartar emetici gr.x. He
took the whole before it produced any Effe& ; but it then
operated very much both as an Emetic and Purge, and
relieved the Breathing greatly. Next Morning he had a
Scruple of Dover’s iweating Powder, which fweated him
frecly, and gave Relief. The third Day he had the pur-
ging Medicine as before, but the Half operated frecly.

The fourth Day he had half a Drachm of the {weating

Powder, which he took divided into two Dofes, at Im

an Hour’s Interval between each, and fweated as before.
After taking thefe Medicines three Times each, he was
obferved to be better. He then continued to take thefe
Medicines alternately for fix Weeks, but intermitted two
Days between each Operation,  On :]'|:i:1tvarm-;di;=:e Days
he was allowed a Dram of Gin, which he obferved to in-
creafe his Difcharge by Urine. It is to be rema: ked, that
when he began to take the Syrup of L.mul*mn and Tar-
tar Emctic at longer Intervals, he was o only vomited, and
without drinking threw up "I‘LHEQ"’L.H]IIEE of green-co-
loured Water, Lv this Courfe the Swellings were all re-
moved, and the Cure was completed by }.1:. taking forty
Drops of the Elixir Vitrioii m Bitters to reftore his Strength.

[n
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tetics, and Purgatives, recommended in the
firft Part of this Effay, ought to be prefcri-
bed (o).

74. Al-

In two Months he feemed recovered, but, on catching
Cold about ten Months after, was threatened with a Re-
lapfe, which however was prevented by two Dofes of the
emctic Cathartic. He lived three or four Years after this,
and then died of a Fever.

(n) Hot Bricks applied to the Feet {fweated them, and
cured cedematous Legs remaining after an Ague. Adifeel,
Cur. a. n. ¢. dec. 2. an. 8. obf. 141.—The Fumes of Gen-
tian, Juniper Berries, and Vinegar, cured a Dropfy. Ikid.
dec. 3. an. g & 10. obf. 24.—An hydropic Child was cured
by fweating. Ibid. obf- 197.

(¢) Since the firft Part of this Eflay was printed I received
from Mr. Hutchefon, Praétitioner in Phyfic at Dalkeith near
to Edinburgh, an Account of ten dropfical Cafes in which
he gave Dr. Stork’s Oxymel Golchici.

Two anafarcous Cafes of fome ftanding, and one recent
ecdematous Swelling in a Child, were perfeitly cured by
the Ule of this Medicine.

In another anafarcous Cafle it increafed the Secretion I:].r
Urine, but did not leflen the dropfical Swelling. In three
others it had no lenfible Effeét.

1t
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74. Although the Remedies hitherto pro-
pofed may have been duly adminiftered, yet

the

It increafed the Quantity of Urine, and cured a Girl of
twelve Years of Age, whofe Belly was fo much fwelled
that Part of the Water had ouzed out at the Navel.—lIt
increafed the Quantity of Urine in another afcitical Cafe,
and it had no Effect in a third, where the Water was car-
ried off afterwards by the Patient’s taking five Grains of
Mercur. Dulcis at Night, and purging it off next Morning
with a Dofe of Fard's Dropfy Powder.

Mr. Hutchefon [ays none of his Patients ufed any other
Medicine when taking the Colchicum ; and that it proved
2 very ftrong Diuretic with the two firlt Patients, who teok
it the length of ten Tea Spoonfulls in the Day ; with the
others it operated but flowly,

In the Month of Fune 1755, Robert Damyerin, a
firong young Man, was taken into St. George’s Hofpital
for an Anafarca by Dr. Dawyfon, who ordered him dry Diet,
a Purge of Jalap and Nitre twice a-Weck, and to take in
the intermediate Days the Squill Pills and faline Draughts.
By the Ufe of thefe Medicines his Swellings were all car-
ried off in about five Weeks ; he made Water freely, and
fweated often ; and afterwards, by the Help of fome
firengthening Medicines, the Cure was completed.— Fohn
Mackan, a Man thirty Years of Age, was admitted into
St.

I——
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the Anafarca may increafe, and the extravafa=
ted Water remain in the cellular Subftance un-

lefs

St. Gearge’s Hofpital the 14th of February 1759 for ana-

farcous Swellings of his Legs and Thighs, which had come
fome Months before from drinking fmall Beer while he
was very hot. His Pulle was quick, bis Tongue white,
and he made but a fmail Quantity of high-coloured Urine.
']'L’.' Was 'D.I'df."ft[ the :n]L i_}::,:::;hts thr{;e ‘rinl[:.'-! :'1-:[:-!:=|::.';It
and a Dofe of Jalap and Nitre twice a-Week. This
Courfe, in about feven Days, reftored the natural Secre=
tion by Urine, and removed his dropfical Swelling ; and
he was difcharged the Hofpital, feemingly in good Health,
the 25th of the fame Month, -

* *Some Years a oo a Phyfician of Eminence was called
to a Lady forty-two Years of Age, who had been attacked
with anafarcous Swellings of her Belly and Legs, a Paucity
of Utzine, and other Symptoms of a Droply, after a Mifcar-
riage, ‘The Doflor at firft ordered her to take two Oun-
ces af an Infufion of Millipedes Morning and Evening, and
a Liole of the following Phyfic every other Day: R. Pulv,
rad, jelap. gr. xv. nitri gr. viii. cum rad. fcill. recent. gr. x,
wel gr. Xv. pro re netay while fhe took for her common
'}-.-i.r:E;; a Solution of half an Qunce of the Broom-Afhes in
a Quart of Water. On beginning this Courfe the made
Water freely, the Phyfic 'both vomited and purged her,
and the ,".":w;.;.li:;;;_s decreafed daily. After taking five Dofes
of the Puylic, fhe had the following Ele&tuary and Julep:

R.




OF THE DROPSY,. 111

lefs drained off by fome artificial Opening made

in the moft depending Part.
2, When

R. Conferv. abfynth. maritim. fefeunciam [pecier. aromatic,
ebalyb. cum fulpbur. praparat. mgulorum drachmam unam fo=
yup ¢ cortice aurantiorum g. f. cap. molem n. m. bis die Jfuper-
Bibends uncias duas julep. fequentis. R Ayg. fontan, ag. cinam.
Jamp. finguleraom mncias ii. tinéd, flyptic Helvet. uncias iv. By
ufing thefe Medicines, and taking cccafionally a Dofe of
het Phyfic, the got well.

*+* The fame Gentleman, in the Year 1754, attended
an Officer of Diitinétion who was ill of an Anafarca, and
who took Variety of Medicines without receiving much
Benefit, till the Doétor ordered his Legs to be punétured,
and him to have the following Draughts twice 2-Day: R.
Aq. cort. aurant. fimp. fefcunciam aq. juniper, compofit. drachm,
iii. confedd, cardiac. drachmam dimiidiam, J.'r Jucein, gr. x.
Syrupe croci ferupulos . mifee pro hauflu. The Puntures
difcharged a great deal of Water, and the DJ':Ughts proved
powerfully diuretic, and removed all his dropfical Com-
plaints. He enjoyed a pretty good State of Health for near
eighteen Months after this, only he had once a violent
Hzmorrhage at the Nofe, which was ftopt by the Ule of
Aftringents ; and at another Time a Pain in his Foot,
which was judged to be gouty, but which he of himfelf
repelled by the Application of Poultices. He died fud-
denly on the 31ft of March 1757, —On opening his Body,
there was more than the common Quantity of Blood in the

Vellels. The Lungs were found, and there was no Wa-

ter

e il
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W «. When the Cuticle is raifed by a Vefica-
tory, large Quantities of Water are fometimes

i ter in the Cavity of the Thorax. The Heart was in its
| natural Situation. The Pericardium had a good deal of
Fat about it, and contained about the ufual Quantity of
Seram. The Heart was of a large Size, its Apex was
grown to the Pericardium, and at that Part its Subftance
had loft its mufcular Texture, and had become thin and
compact, almolt like a Membrane. In the right Auricle
i i and Ventricle there was fome coagulated Blood, but no
It Polypus ; though in the left Ventricle, contrary to what

ufually occurs, there was a firm Polypus, but fmall, not
exceeding the Size of a Coat-Button, placed juft in the
inner Side of the Apex, which {eemed to have been form-
ed by the Blood, which conftantly flagnated in that Past

-:|-- i e

of the Cavity which could not be contracted from the Faule
A of the Struéture jult now mentioned. The Valves of the
i Heart were in good Order ; the right Ventricle feemed to
be entire ; but befides the Concretion of the Apex, and the
Thinnefs of that Part, fome part of the Sides of the leftVen-
tricle near the Apex, and part of the Septum, were of a
i whitith Colour, and of a callous Hardnefls.—The Liver was
found, but adhered to the Diaphragm, and the Gall Blad-
i} der was of double the natural Size, and contained a vifcid
. Bile and three Calculi, one of which was large. The other
| 1 Vifcera were in a natural State.

poured
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poured out thro’ the Skin (p); but if its Sur-
face is too much expofed it is liable to gan-
arene ;

. (p) I have frequently ordered Blifters to be applied to
the Legs, or Punétures to be made, in Cafes where ana-
farcous Swellings had come after Fevers, Fluxes, and
Agues, and generally with good Effec, where the
Strength was hot already too much exhaufted, nor the
Dropfy complicated with other Diforders ; but when Pa-
tients are very weak, or have a heétic Fever or Purging,
then often the Dilcharge exhaufts the Strength, and a
Gangrene and Death are the Confequences. The Pune-
tures are greatly preferable to Blifters, not being near
liable to be attended with troublefome Inflammations. 3

We find the Cafe of a Patient cured by Veficatories, ap-
plied to many different Parts of the Body, in River. O},
commun. & Facem. obf. 21.~In the Year 1747 Ifaw a young
Man labouring under an Anafarca, from whom all the
Woater was drained oft by Blifters applied to his Legs, but
his Legs mortifying he died.—See fuch another Cafe told
by Gui. Fabric, Hildan, cent. 1. obf. 49.

** In Fanuary 1763, a Phyfician was called to a young
Man, aged thirty-one, who, on catching Cold after being
cured of a Venereal Complaint, had fallen into an univer-
fal Dropfy, attended with a Paucity of Urine, and its other
Symptoms. He was fo low that the Do&or was afraid to
give him ftrony purgative Medicines, and therefore at firft
attempted the Cure by Diuretics. He had the Balfam Co-

| paivi
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grene ; {o that other Expedients ought to be

preferred to this Methed.
The

paivi with Lixivimm Tartari; then the Oleum Juniperi by
Drups, Dr;m:--.n-::: with Sal Succini and Confeétio Cardiaca
fucceffively one after another, bat without finding Relief:
Being reduced low, and the Swelling increafed much, the
Do&or ordered fmall Pun&ures to be made firft in one Leg,
and then in the other, at the fame time that he prefcribed
him the following Draughts. R. Aq. Alexet. fimp. fefcunciam

: S i 3 b o ke 2 i
ag. nucis mafchat. drachmas W, fal fucem. gr. X. Jal, wal. e

cervi gr.vi. vel. g. Jo ad f[aturationem, fyrup. balfami tolut.
drachm. i. M. fiat baufius fumendus ter die. The Punc-
tures difcharged a great deal of Water, and the Swelling
leflened.—In a few Days he had the Draughts only twice
a Day, Morning an d Evening, and as he refted badly at
Nights, twenty or twenty- -five Drops of Laudanum were
added to the Evening Drau oht; and at the {ame time he °
began to rub his Belly Morning and Evening for near an
Hour and a half with Sallad Qil. "This Courfe he conti-
nued for a Fortnight ; he was fenfibly eafier after each
Un&ion, he began to make Water freely, and the
Quantity he made foon exceeded that of the Liquor he
drank. By the Middle of April, both his Belly and his
Legs were reduced to their natural Size, he w alked out,
was feemingly in good Health on the 26th, and con-
tinued well fome Months after, the laft Time his Phy-
fician faw him. It is remarkable that the firlt very great
Flow
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g- The Antients burnt the Skin with a hot
Jron, and fome Moderns ufe the potential
Cautery in Place of it. But Efchars formed

Flow of Urine came after eating for Supper a Couple of
Eggs with the Shells, which his Nurfe had recommended
to him as good for his Stomach.

*+* Another Patient cf the fame Gentleman’s who had
been fubjet to the Gravel, after catching Cold, perceived
that his Belly and Legs had {welled, and that he did not
make a Quarter of a Pint of Urine in the twenty-four
Heurs. The Doé&or at ficlt ordered him fifteen Drops
of the Oil of Juniper mixed in a Draught by
Means of the Yolk of an Egg twice a Day, and
a mercurial Pill, which leflened the Swelling of his
Belly, but not of his Legs. After four Days the Pills
made him fick, and he was defired to leave them off, to
rub his Belly Morning and Evening with Sallad Qil, and
to ule for Drink an Infufion of the Cineres Geniftz ; thefe
Remedies -proved extremely diuretic, removed all the
Swellings, but the great Difcharge by Urine weakened
bim too much, and therefore he was obliged to leave off
their further Ufe; the Do&or faw him fome Time after,
when he was much emaciated, but had had no Return
of his dropfical' Complaints.

i by
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by either Method will not allow the Water: to
pafs off immediately ; fo that we muft wait for
the flow Separation of the Efcbhar; while inthe
mean Time the Difeafe is gaining Ground, or
the Efchar muft be cut thro’ or removed, and
therefore the previous Burning was ufelefs.

v. In Galer’s Time Punftures were more
ufed by Phyficians than burning (g), the for=
mer in general allowing the Water to run out

more picntifully (r).

(7) See Galen, Comment. in Aphor. 27, fel. Vi,

(r) A Man Seventy Years of Age, who laboured under
an Anafarca; by the Affiftance of the Pun&ure with the
Needle lived feveral Months, #illis de Anafarca, pharm.
ration. part. 2. One of the Servants of the Portugueze
Envoy to the Britifi Court would have died in a fhort
Time of a Dropfy, had not the Waters plentifully and
conftantly ouzed outat an Orifice calually made juft by
his great Toe, where he had formerly a deep-rooted
Corn.  Englifb Tranflat. of Boerkaave's dphorifmsy note to
Jeét. 1242,

Moft
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» Moft of the Moderns follow Celfis’s
Method (s), and make Incifions into the
Hydropic Swellings to give Vent to the Wa-
ter (£).

The

(s) ¢ Incidendum quoque fuper talum, quatuor fere di-
¢ gitis, ex parte interiore eft : quo per aliquot dies frequens
¢ humor feratur : atque ipfos tumores incidere altis plagis
s¢ aportet ; concutiendumque corpus eft multa geftatione,
¢ atque ubi inductz vulneribus cicatrices funt, adjiciendum
f¢ exercitationibus & cibis, donec corpus ad priftinum fta-
¢ tum revertatur,” Celf. [1d. il cap. 21.

(t) A middle aged Man labouring under an Anafarca
from Hard-drinking, had Incifions made on the Infide of
his Thigh, which difcharged a vaft Quantity of Water,
and took three Dofes of a ftrong hydragogue Purge, of
the Juice of the common Iris, at the Diftance of three
Days between each, while only a Pint of Liquer was al-
lowed him in a Day; by which Method moft of the hy-
dropic Swellings fubfided. He then was ordered, by Way
of a Strengthener, fome Wormwood Water in which a
little Rhubarb had been infuled. The Incifions were kept
open, and the Patient abftaining from drinking for fome

I3 Months,

L

_
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¢. The Egyptians are faid (#) to have made
Setons in the Skin, for the Water to drain
away

Months, was quite cured. Lifler. Exercit. Med. de bydrope,
eegrot. 1.—In the Month of April 1954, Elizabeth Da-
vies was taken into §t. George’s Holpital, by Dr. Dawfon,
for an univerfal Dropfy; fhe told me fhe had begn for-
merly hydropic, and was cured by purging. The Do&tor
at firlt ordered her fome Doles of Jalap and Nitre, two or
thiee Times 2 Week, and in the intermediate Days to
take the Squill Pills ; which Medicines bad little Effe&. In
the Beginning of May her Legs were fcarified, and fhe
was ordered dry Diet, and the bitter fcorbutic Ale, and to
continue the Ufe of the Squill Pills. In a little Time
moft of the extravafated W ater was evacuated by the Scari-
fications, By continuing this Regimen, and taking now
and then a Purge, and once a Vomit, all her dropfical
Swellings were gone by the Month of Fuly, when fhe
was ordered the Steel Eleftuary and cold Bath, _Being to
all Appearance cured of her Droply, fhe was going to be
difmiffed the Hofpital, when fhe was fuddenly feized with
a Fever, and died the third Day. Upon opening her Bo-
dy no vilible Caufe could be found to which either her
Droply or Fever could be attributed.—A L.ad':,r I.j";uquring
under both an Anafarca and Afcites had a {mall Incifion
made in each Leg, throuzh which about a Gallon of Wa-
ter was difcharged every Day for ten Days together ; her
chs
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away through the Apertures, by which
the Cord paffes. Others put Peale or
{fome fuch Bodies in the Incifions to keep
them open; but a Gangrene is to be feared

Legs were fomented often with warm Fomentations ; fhe

drank twice 2 Day a Cupful of a bitter Infufion, and at

Night a divretic Draught made with Oxymel of Squills,

Cinnamon Water, and Spirit of Lavender; and as her
Strength returned fhe took fome purgative Medicines, By
this Treatment fhe was reftored to Health, and lived five
Years afterwards without a Relaple. Mead. Mon. Med. caps
viii.—Mr. Cowper is faid to have cured a great many by
making an Incifion between the Toes. Englifb Tranflat. of
Bocrbaauv. aphor. note to fef. 1242,

() ¢ Veteres Egyptii homines hydropicos pharmacis
¢ quidem non vexabant; introducebant autem per cutem
< acus fila trahentes, relinquebant in vulnere fila, ne coalef-
< ceret, ita aqua continuo fluxu, diu noftuque efluebat
«¢ omnis.” Boerbaav. comment, in inflit. med.” feil. 4106.
edit. ab Haller.—Where Boerhaave met with this Account
of the Egyptians I cannot find ; but one may fee this Ope-
ration defcribed, and Cafes of the Afcites where it was
unfuccefsfully put in Praflice, related by Decter, Exercit,
Pr'ﬁﬁ‘fc. p. 28q.

1 4
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from the continual Preffure and Irritation of

|
!! thefe extraneous Bodies.

I 75. Some Cautions ought to be oblerved
'[ in making thefe Incifions.

_ a. They ought always to be in the lower
| and moft depending fwelled Part, that the
1 Water may have a free Exit,

n g b. Large Veflels, Nerves, Tendons, and
fuch other Organs, are not to be hurt, if it

} can be avoided, in performing any of thefe
it Operations,

i

Wa ¢. The Difcharge of the Water muft be re-

gulated according to the Strength of the Patient,
eft in attempting to cure we deftroy him (x) ;

=

e

(#) ¢ Agrum igitur quovis modo fuftinere oportet, ne
“¢ curatio mortem acceleret ; id quod mihi videre contigit,
*¢ femel quidem mea ipfius non fatis caute 2groti robur =-
¢ fimantis atque iterum chirurgi temerarii culpa.” Mead.
f Mon, Med, cap, viii. -

and
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and therefofe he is by all Means to be fup-
ported, and if the Evacuation be too large,
it muft be moderated by proper Plaifters and
Bandages.

d. Hippocrates long ago obferved, that the
Sores of hydropic People were not eafily
cured (y); and therefore adyifes that they
thould be anointed with a warm Medicine ()3
and left the Skin near to fuch Sores, being
perpetually wet with the warm fharp Hu«
mours flowing from them, inflame, become
painful, and in Danger of producing a Gan-

grene, it ought to be prote&ted by fome de-
fenfive Ointment (a).

[_}-] See If.i}ﬁpﬂf. .riﬁﬂn;r, J@.ﬂ', vi. K.
(=) See Hippac. de locis in homine, [eci. 36.

(a) R. Unguent. alb. unc. i. liguefeat leni calore, &5 ab
igne remoto, adde balfam. oppodeltech. drach. i. wmifce.—wvel
R. Ung. & lapide 'calaminars Sefenne. balfam. peruvian.
a’rﬂrﬁ. 1ii. r:i'mpbw'. ] ﬁ:-.*'?'f!. TERE JI".:E'.EPM.!', drach. i\, ‘mifce 5. e
exficcate culi appliceiur linimentum fuper linteum extenfum,
Vel many cutt affricetur.

e If
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e. If the Sores of a dropfical Patient Gan-
grene, they muft be treated with Medicines
proper for this laft named Difeafe ().

ExTERNAL HYDROCEPHALUS,

26. The external Hydrocephalus has no-
thing further peculiar to it, than that the
Water cannot eafily defcend from the Integu-
ments of the Cranium to the inferior Parts,
by Reafon of their clofe Connection to the
Ears, Mufcles, and their Aponeurofis (¢).

7. In the Cure great Benefit arifes from
Preflure by Bandages, which could be of lit-
tle or no Service in the external Hydrocele ;
the Medicines are in other Refpeéts the

(3) See the good Effe&s of the Peruvian Bark in fuch a
Cafe. Med. Ejfays, wol. iv. art. 10. obf. 2.

(¢) Hieron. Fabric, ab Aguapend. fays he has feen the Skin
of the Head not only feparated by Water from the Peri-
cranium, but alfo raifed by it into a large 1" umour. Operat.
;E:i'ruf. de f,f_';d.r?.:cﬁ.f-‘ﬁf "

{ame
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fame as were prefcribed for the univerfal Ana-

farca (d).

Of the' Dirrusep Drorsy of the SPERMA-
T1c CHORD,

78. A diffufed watery Swelling of the
Spermatic Chord, which feels like a deep
feated oblong Tumour along the Courfe of
the Chord, has nothing peculiar either in 1ts
Symptoms or Cure, except it becomes fo large
as to require thie Water to be let out either by

(d) See in Burnet's Medicine thefaurus, from Amatus L=
fitanus, a Cafe of a Boy who was cured of a Hydrocepha-
Jus by ancinting the Parts with an Ointment made of Ca-
momile, Wormwood, and Butter. Lib. viii. fed?. 11.——
One Abrabam Clef, by riding in cold Weather, had his
Head diftended with a watery Swelling to a monftrous
Size. He was cured by Frictions, warm Fomentations,
and a Bolus, which both purged and vomited him. Bin-
ninger obf. cent. 1 obf. 9g4.—~An old Man was cured of a
Hydrocephalus by an Iflue made with the adlual Cautery.
Pifo. obf. part. 1. fedd. 2.

Puncture
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Puncture or Incifion ; in which Cafe the Ope-
ration muft be done with Care, left the
Spermatic Veflels be hurt,

Of the ScroTAL ANASARCA.

79. The external Hydrocele or Scrotal Ana-
farca, which is often accompanied with a very
large watery Swelling of the fubcutaneous
cellular Membranes of the Penis, increafes
fometimes to a monftrous Size, on account of
the great Quantity of loofe cellular Mem-
branes in the Scrotum ; but this Difeafe has
little elfe than the Name peculiarto it (e),

except

* {e) A Gentleman by a Fall bruifed one of his Tefticles,
which remained larger than the other without giving him
any ‘T'rouble for about twenty Years, when he found his
Scrotum begin to {well ; it continued to increafe till it
was as large as a Child’s Head, and fo firm that it was
difficult to know what its Contents were. It withftood
both external and internal Medicines, till a Pun@®ure was
made into it with a Lancet, and a fmall Quantity of Wa-
ter was difcharged ; we could then eafily feel a FluGuation

of
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except that when an Attempt is made to cure
it by Incifions, they ought to be made on each
Side of the Raphe, otherwife the Water will
not be evacuated from the lower Part of the
Scrotum, on the Side where there are no In-

cifions ; becaufe, thongh there is always a free

Communication among the cellular Membranes
of the Scrotum fome way below the Penis,
yet in feveral Bodies there is not fuch a Com-
munication at its lower Part (f).

of Liquor; and though but a fmall Quantity of the Wi-
ter was let out, by applying to the Scrotum a Powder of
Chalk and Wermwood, and givig a few purgative Me-
dicines, the reft of the Swelling was difcuflfed, and a Cure
completed.—A Soldier in the Campaign 1745, came to Dr.
Grainger with a ferotal Anafarca, which was occalioned by
2 Blow on the Scrotum the Day before, He was immediately®
blooded, -and a Difcuffion of the Tumour attempted with
Fomentations, by which the Inflammation was removed,
but the Swelling fill remained. The Doéor ordered a
Blifter to be applied to the whole Scrotum, which difcharg-
ing plentifully, in a few Days happily effected a Cure.
Douglas’s Treatife on Hydrocéle, chap. i. p. 18. fec?. 20.

(/). See the Defcription of the Struéture of the Scrotum
in Medical Effays, wel. v. art. 20, fell. 30. ¢
I

—




— o b e

126 OF THE DROPSY.

If this Difeafe is the Confequence of an Af-
eites, an Anafarca, or other Diforder, its radi-
cal Cure muft be the Removal of thefe its
Caufes ; foon after which it commonly goes
off of itfelf, or with very little Afiiftance,
which is no other thin has been prefcribed
for the general Anafarca.

8o. There is indeed a baftardKind of it, that,
to. wit, which is caufed by Urine efcaping
through the Subftance of the Urethsa, and
diffufing itfelf among the cellular Membranes
of the Scrotum, where it foon turns acrid,
and irritates or erodes the Cells containing

it (g).

«. In this Cafe numerous Incifions are
to be made into the Scrotum, for giving a
free Paflage to the Urine, which might other-
wife create wide extended finous Ulcers and
Fiftule,

(£). See Examples of this in Mifcel. Cur. a. n, ¢. dee. 3.
an. 3. ebf. 68. and in Medical Kffays, wil, v. art. 22.
What-
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g. Whatever Obftacle there is to the Paflage
of the Urine through the Uretha, it ought to
be removed.

5 « The Urine is always to be let out of the
Bladder through a Catheter introduced into it,
till the preternatural Opening in the Uretha is
clofed up.

8. If thefe two laft Methods cannot be exe-
cuted, an Incifion ought to be made in the
Urethra, between the Part which is blocked
op and the Bladder, that the Urine may flow
out of the Wound, and not be difperfed thro’
the cellular Subftance of the Scrotum and
neighbouring Parts.

External WATERY SWELLING of the Knee.

81. An external watery Swelling fometimes |
appears at the Knee on the Forefide of the
Rotula, efpecially of Chamber Maids and

others
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others who work wupon their Knees. It
feels moftly like a diffufed, though fometimes
like an incyfted watery Swelling (4).

82. The Cure is to be attempted by,
The Fumes of aromatic Gums, or other
Aromatics received on the Knee ;—the em-
brocating the Part with difcutient Liniments;—
the Application of difcutient and aftringent
Fomentations and Potltices ;—and Dofes of
fome brifk purgative Medicine.

83. If the Swelling be large and does not
yield to the above Treatment, it muft be punc-
tured to let ount the Fluid, and afterwards a
gentle Preflure kept on the Part, by Means
of Bandages, while the Remedies juft now

mentioned are ufed.

(#) This Sort of Swelling of the Knee is not generally
taken Notice of by Authors, though I have feen three or
four fuch Cafes, which were cured by the Remedies here
recommended, 1 never faw any of them opened, but 1
have been told by Surgeens of Experience that they have
known troublefome Symptoms follow the making a large
Incifion into fuch Tumours.

84. In-
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InTERNAL DirrFusen Dropsiks.

84. Water diffufed through the cellular
Membranes of the internal Organs, the Me-
diaftinum, the Mefentery, the Stomach and
Inteftines, and the other Parts, is not to be
diftinguifhed till the Droply becomes more
univerfal, and fhews itfelf either in form of a
Hydrops Thoracis, an Afcites, or an univerfal
Anafarca.

85. Is it not reafonable to believe that many
Dropfies of the Breaft and Abdomen have
taken their Rife from Extravafations of wa-
tery Fluids into the cellular Membranes of
the internal Organs, comprefiing and other-
wife dilturbing the Funétions of their abfor-
bent Veflcls, efpecially in thofe Dropfies
which yielded to Punctures made into the cel--
lular Membranes of the Legs, and to other ex-
ternal Drains (4)?

86 Sugh
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86. Such internal diffafed Dropfies when
known require to be treated in the fame Man-
ner as the univerfal Anafarca.

Drorsy of the Lunas.

87. When the Lungs are diftended with Aur,
their whole cellular Subftance feems to have
plain Openings into the Bronchi or Branches
of the Trachea, and therefore one fhould

(b) Mead relates an Example of an Afcites cured by an
external Drain ; but as the Patient ufed Diuretics and Pur-
gatives, the Cure could not be attributed folely to the
Drain. Menit. Med, cap. 8.—The Water in the Belly of
an afcitical Perfon is faid to have all run off through the
Pores of the Skin and Cuticle of the Hypochondria.
Mifeel. cur. a. n. ¢. dec. 2. an. 1. obf. 79.—A Man who had
both an Anafarca and Afcites was freed of the Anafarca
by making an Incifion into the Scrotum, but the Afcites
did not diminith. Mif. cur. a. n. c. dec. 2./ann, 10. obf. 34.
—Itisa general Remark that Scarifications and Iflues do
no Good in the Alcites, unlefs it be complicated with ana~
farcous Swellings.

imagine
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imagine that all the Fluid which once ensered
thefe Cells would be readily thrown up by
coughing ; but in the Kind of Afthma com-
monly called Humoral, the Paffages from
the Cells into the Bronchi feem to be fome
how or other fhut up; for the Patients
have for a confiderable Time a laborious {uf-
focating breathing, without bringing up any
‘Thing, and then cough up large Quantities of
flimy Water: may not this therefore be
efteemed a Species of the diffufed Dropfy?
But however this be, it is certain that the hu-
moral Afthma is often the Occafion of the
Anafarca (4), and is cured by the Remedies

that

(£) Dr. Simfon, in his Remarks on the Hydrops Peétoris,
e, fays, ¢ I have found a fmall Degree of an Anafarca
¢ attended with a much greater Breathleflnefs than the
¢ greateft Swellings of the Afcites, fo that when I find a
 fudden afthmatic Fit attack a Perfon without any other
¢¢ vifible Caufe, if I ind the leaft Fullnefs of the Face or
“ Ancles, I make no Doubt to fix upon this as the Caufe,
#¢and I form my Indication of Cure accordingly, efpeci-
““ally if I find along with it a Pulfe fupprefled fo as fcarce
K 2  to
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that vemove this Diforder, of which fome
Account has already been given.

< to be felt.” See Edinburgh Medical Effays, Art. 59
yol. Vi

I have feen fome fuch Cafes ; and there is a remarkable
one inferted in the Medical Effays, wol. iii. art. 25. of a
Gentleman rendered anafarcous by an Infaréion of the
Lungs, whofe Pulfe was no where to be felt till after the
Operation of fome Purgatives, which proved his Cure in
three feveral Attacks ; after which he lived many Yearsin
good Health. :

This (Edema of the Lungs is taken Notice of by Alber-
tini in the Inflitut. Acad. Bonon. tom. i. p. 382.—By Van
Sweiten, Comment. [¢&, 1220, vol, iv, pag. 143, and by other
Authors,
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Of the INcYsTED DRopsy.

gs. HE Cyfts or Bags which contain :

the Water of Dropfies, are either ' |
fuch- Cavities as exifted naturally in the Hu- |
man Body, or fuch as are moftly formed by |
the Difeafe. The former may be called naty- i
ral Cavities, the other preternatural Cy/fts,

Of npatural Hyproric CAvITIES.

89. The Natural hydropic Cavities, either
contain nothing but Water, or contain with
it other Organs,

K 2 go. There




- g S i, it

134 OF THE DROPSY.

go. There are only two Examples of Naru-
tural Cavitics containing nothing but Water, to
which Authors have beftowed the Name of
Dropfies, viz. the Urerus, and Fallopian
Tubes.~—The Diftenfion indeed of the Urinary
and Gall Bladders, by their proper Liquors,
refembles it greatly ; bur as the contained Li-
quors are very different from Serum or Lymph,
the Difeafe ought not to be ranked with the

Dropfy.

g1. The Cavities which contain other Ot-
gans along with the Water, are many.—The
Eye, containing its Humours, — the SZu/J,
the Brain and its Coverings—the Fertebre of
the Spine, the fpinal Marrow and Nerves—
the Capfular Ligaments of the foints, within
which are the Mucaginous Glands, &c.—the
Thorax, in which the Lungs and other Organs
are fituated—the Pericardium, ferving as a Cafe
to the Heart, and large Veffels near it,—the
Abdomen, containingthe Chylopoetic and other
Vifcera,—the Tunica Vaginalis, the Tefticle.

93. Though
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g2. Though Anatomifts demonftrate, that
many of the Organs, faid to be contained in
thefe Cavities, are placed on the Qutfide of
the. Membranes that compofe them; yet I
may here be allowed to ufe the common
Way of fpeaking in Refpect to thefe Subjeéts,
and may therefore confider thefe Organs as
if they were contained within the feveral Ca-
vities,

93. Thefe natural Cavities are not imme-
diately, upon the Beginning of a Colle&ion of
Water, {o much ftretched by it, as thofe Cyfis
are which owe, in a Manner, their Exiftence to
the Difeafe ; for which Reafon the Flutuation
of the contained Liquor is more perceptible,
when the Part is moved or alternately prefled by
the Fingers than it is in the preternatural Cyfts,
—The Tenfion and Weight of the Liquor
which falls always to the lower Part, are
more fenfibly felt where it has Room to move
from one Part of the Sac to the other, than
where it remains always in the fame Place ;
and as it is tofled hither and thither it fooner be-

K 4 comes
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comes acrid, and erodes the Parts it is con-
tiguous to; and if it is abforbed and mixed
with the Blood, it produces Fever, Thirfl and
other bad Symptmns. The lefs ftretching and
Preflure there is on the Cyft, the ftronger
Power of Abforption do its Vefftls poflefs, ac-
cording to the general Remark in feét. 36,

Drorsy of the UrEeruyus.

94. The Dropfly of the Uterus is occafioned
by fuch Caufes as obftruét the Paffage from
it, and the Abforption of the thin watery
Liquors which naturally diflil into its Cavi-
ty [:f) ; Or H}'du:idcs may be formed in it, ei=

ther

(1) In Fuly 1754, T was defired by Dr. 7. Durban, Phy-
fician at Halefworth in Suffelt, who then lived at Richmond
in Surry, to fee Mrs. Knowels, a” poor Woman who was
ill of the Dropfy. She was fifty-two Years of Age, and
had had a Child in the Year 1726. In 1744 her Belly
pan to {well

beg |, and fhe imagined that fhe was again with

Child,
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ther in its own cellular Subftance, or'in Re-
mains of Placentz (m). The Progrefs of
this

Chich, till nine Months were elapfed; when perceiving
her Miftake, fhe confulted a Phyfician, who believing
the Swelling to be occafioned by a flefhy Subftance in the
Uterus, ordered her to take a Dole of Hiera Picra once a
Month, After fome Years the Swelling decreafed greatly,
when a fmall hard Lump could be perceived in the right
Epigaftric Region, which fhe faid feemed to fall over to
the left Side like a Ball, when fhe turned from the right ta
the left Side in Bed.

In Spring 1753, fhe had a paralytic Stroke, which af-
fefled principally the Mufcles of her Face.—In Autumn
her Menfes ftopt—and towards the End of the Year the
perceived her Belly begin to enlarge again; and after
taking a Dofe of Hiera Picra, the was attacked with a
violent Pain of her Bowels, and a Purging. Soon after
this her Belly fwelled as much as if fhe had been fix
Months gone with Child ; and although the Ufe of Diu-
retic, mild laxative and opiate Medicines leflened the
Swellings a little and procured her temporal Relief, yet
fhe daily loft Strenpth, and complained often of Sicknefs,
and tharp Pains in the Bowels till the Time of her Death,
which happened the 23d of September 1754

When I faw her in Fuly, Dr. Durban told me that he
had fome Days before introduced his Finger into the Va-

{;H!E -




—

L ——— e —

e e e

138 OF THE DROPSY.

this Difeafe is fometimes like to that of Preg-
nancy, and in young Women has at firft been

miftaken

gina ; that the Cervix Uteri feemed by the Feel to be al-
moft obliterated, and the Os Internum to be entirely fhut
up: and that when he had prefled the Point of his Finger
up againft the Os Tincz, he had felt a large hard Body rife
vpon it ; and that the Woman had had a ].}IiChargt_ of a
purulent “'n-“I-vrr.r from the Vagina for fome Time paft,——.
In September the Do&tor acquainted me of her Death, and
I went out to Richmond next Day, and was prefent at the
Opening of the Body.

" The Omentum was eroded, and adbered to the Fundus
Uteri and left Fallopian Tube,-—The Folds of the Intefe
tines adhered to one another in feveral Places,—The Ute-
rus was as large as if it contained a Feetus of fix Months;
it felt very hard; its Subftance cut like a Piece of Pafte-
board, it was thin, in feveral Places was oflifyed, and in
others filled with a cretaceous Matter ; it contained near
three Pints of a black fetid Water, and its internal Surface
was black, rough and erpded.—The Os Tince was fwell-
ed, knobby and Icirrhous, and upon being preffed difcharg-
ed a fetid purulent Sanies, fuch as the Patient had evacuat-
ed by the Vagina when in Life.—The right Fallopian Tube
and Ovary were greatly enlarged, their Subftance being fill-
ed with 2 fleatomatous and fchirrous Matter, and they were
befet
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miftaken for it, and the Truth- not certainly
known till nine Months were elapfed, the Mo-

befet with feveral watery Veficles.— The left Fallopian
Tube and Ovary feemed rather to be waited.

Hiffman mentions a Lady who daily voided a Pint of Li-
quor from the Uterus, which reduced her to the loweft Ex-
tremity, and at laft put an End to her Life. "The Uterus
after her Death was found to be in part fciirhous, and its
Veflels full of polypous Coneretions. Medic. ration. fjflem,

T gm..iii. p. 160.

A Woman for fome time voided every Month from the
Uterus as much Citron coloured Water as filled fix or eight
Bafons, after which her Menles flowed regularly. Fernmel.
in patbolog. lib. iv. eap. xv.— Fefalius tells us he found 138
lib, of Water in the Uterus of a Woman ; its Os Inter-
aum was wonderfully hardened, and the right Ovarium was
compofed of nine or ten Bags as large as Goofe or Qftrich
Eggs. dnat. lib, v. cap. 9.

A lady imagining herfelf eight Months gone with Child,
voided a great Quantity of Water, and was cured. deconch-
anens de la Motte, obf. 16.——A Woman died of a Droply ;
when her Body was opened, her Uterus was found full of
Woater, and fo large that a Boy of ten Years of Age could
eafily have been contained in-it.  The Orifice was
quite fhut up by a round glandular Tumer, which feemed
divided by Zones almoft like an Orange. Bonet. fepauich. a-
aat. lib. iii. fed. 21. obf. 55.
tion
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tion of the Air in the Inteftines often refem-

bling the Stirrings of a Child.
95. Wo-

(m} Two Bags full of Water were taken out of a Wo-
man’s Uterus, the Orifice of which had degenerated into
an impervious folid Ligament, and on its Sides were a Num-
ber of flethy Knobs. Mifeel. cur, a. n. ¢. dec. 2. ann. 5. obf.

& 67.—~ A Woman voided a great Number of Hydati-
des from her Womb. Philifoph. tranf. mum. 460. 6. 11,—
A Woman who believed herfelf fix Months gone with
Child, voided a fort of Mole that weighed 2 1b. compofed
of many hundreds of {mall Hydatides, which were faftened
together by an infinite Number of {mall Filaments, and had
for a Bafe a fort of confufed flethy Subftance; after which
fhe recovered in a thort Time, and foon became pregnant.
Fran, Aanricean. E-"-'j‘. r,-'f'f:' le tr:,-?..-”_.':,.;.{._-_ ﬁf;l."‘, 377 = A Woman
zbout EWE—!‘IE;.:—!";;'.'E‘T] X ears of Age, who imagined herfelf
feven Months pone with Child, was feized with a Fload-
ing, and called Dr, Crawford, who upon introducing his
Hand into the Vagina felt fomething which he took for
clotted Blood, and h;'::u;__-;h: it away. Upnn cxan‘.ining ir,
he found it tobe a larpe Bundle of Hydatides, conne&-
¢d one with znother by an inhnite Number of fmall
Filaments. The Bladders contained a clear Lymph, and
were of d'fferent Sizes, fome as ]argf as one’s Thumh, and
others as imall as a Pin’sHead, 'The Woman’s Pains con-
tinuing, fhe evacuated as many more Hydatides as filled a
Quart-
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g5. Women with Child are likewife {ubjec
to a Kind of Hydrop: Uteri ; for as the Os Ute-
ri is thut in the Time of Pregnancy, if there be
too great a Secretion of Liquors into the Ca-
vity of the Uterus, thefe Liquors are collected,
and form a Kind of Hydrops Uteri.

gb. Thefe Waters are fometimes evacuated
in the Time of Pregnancy without caufing
Abortion (;':;J; at other times they are not dif-
charged

Quart-bafon, after which fhe recovered gradually.
See in Ruyfch. Thef. x. num. 63, 64 & 65. the Account of
Placentz compofed of Hydatides; and of one whofe Half
was cnly degenerated into Hydatides, 75, obf. 33.-—Hifto-
ries of Bundles of Hydatides evacuated, which had Mem-
branes attached to them like to thole of the Secundines.

Stalpart vander I¥1el, obf. cent. 1 B[ 0.

(n) Mauriceau fays that Pregnancy is often complicated
with a Kind of Dropfy of the Uterus ; and gives feveral
Inftances of Women who voided 1, 2, 7, 4, or more Pints
of Water at different Stages of their Pregnancy, without
mifcnrr}-ing, and huuing afterwards carried their Children
to the ordinary T'ime, difcharged in Labour the ufual Quan-
tity of Waters. The firlt Water voided, he imagines to

have
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| j-: f charged till the natural Time of Labour ap-
Al 04 proaches (o).

97. Where there is no Sufpicion of Preg-
nancy, the Finger or Catheter introduced into
the Os Uteri without much Violence or lacer-
ating the Parts, puts an End to the Difeafe ve-
| ry fpeedily by letting out the Water. But ifa
| Pafiage for it cannot be made in this Way,
the conftricted Parts are to be relaxed by warm
, Baths and Fomentations (p).— Vomits may be

E have been a Kind of Hydrops Uteri; fee his Traité des ma=
gl R lad. des femmes groffes, lih, 1. chap. 21. and his Obfervations
] ?3' 19? {]D! II3! 135?2{97 36[: 61136331-

¥

(o) Hildanus fays that his Wife, being pregnant in the
i ! Year 1604, fwelled to a monftrous Size ; that, being taken
| et with the Labour Pains, fhe voided eighteen Pints of clear
: Woater ; in about half an Hour after the Membranes broke,
i and the ufual Waters came away, and the was immediate=
[ ly delivered of a ftrong Male Child. Obferv. chirurg. cent,
) 2. ob/. 50, :

(#) We already mentioned the Cafe of the Countefs of
L Keglewich, who was cured of a Droply of the Uterus by
i warm Baths.  AMifcel, curiaf, dec. 3. ann, 5 & 6. dlf. 162,

given
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given to try if the obftructed Orifice can be
forced open by the Shock which the Uterus
{uftains during their Operation (¢); and they
will probably have more Effe¢t if the Patient
vomit in a warm Bath. If thefe Methods prove
ineffectual, and the Patient’s Life appears to be
in Danger from the Quantity or Acrimony of
the Water, and a Flo¢tuation is plainly to be
felt at the under Part of the Womb, a Trocar
may be pufhed into its Cavity ; the Water be-
“ing evacuated through the Cannula thereof, a
new Attempt of introducing a Finger or Cathe-
ter into the Os Uteri is to be made; if 1t {uc-
ceed, a Spunge-tent, with a pretty long Thread
tied to it, muft be put in, to keep the Ori-
fice open, and to permit the Water to drain

away.

* (¢§) A Woman cured of a Droply of the Uterus by
bruifing her Belly in a Fall. Mifcel. cur. a. n. c. dec. 3. ann.
5 £ 6. abf. 57.—A Lady cured of the Dropfy of the Uterus
or Fallopian Tube by a Cough, for which fome aperient
Medicines had been given. Zodaic. Med. Gall. ann. 2. Feb.

obf 12, .
tcr
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98. After evacuating the Water, the Obftruc-
tion 1s to be removed by a fuitable Diet, by
attenuating refolvent Medicines (7), and by
ftrengthening, or drying (s) or relaxing () to-
pical Applications, as the Cafe requires.

99. If the Obfiruction depends upon a Tu-
mor that will not refolve, it ought, if poffible,
to be taken away by manual Operation.

|:' ,t"} K. S.;Jf:m_ TEnet., guim anineniac. j,a_:g.:f;'l, rx‘?rf.:‘}h_ i. rads

_I,I'L.-',-".’m exficeat. JC'}'.rrr,ﬂ.-'.*.-’. L fyrup ex allis g. [ ut frant pil.xxx. cap.
V. bis die.— R. Pil. gummof. ferup.i. fal. mart. gr.ii. mifce &
dwvid. in pil. v. repetatur. dofis mane & wefperi -——R. Argent.

WYty forup, 1. extingue in Balf. copain, & adde Amyli q. 5. ut
jfrant Pil. x. cap. unam mane et vefperi.

(s R. Aq. cale. fimpl Lib, 1. gelat. amyl, ume. ii. m. inficiat.
kb, j* in uterum ter die.-—-wel B, ﬁf!:f,"}.f:.rh Peruv. drach. ii.
witell. evi umius, n ce gptime &5 adde lagi. vaccin. recent, kb. i.
ad eundem ufum.—uvel R, Vitriel, alb, gr. viii, folv. in ag, fon-

tan, ync. viii. & adde mell. rofar. unc. ii. injiciantur in uterum.

(1) R. Decodt. commun. pro clyffer. unc.x. tepide tn ute-

rum injiciendas ter vel guater die.~vel R, @, olivar. wne, viil.

DRropsy
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Drorsy of the Farrorian Tuses.

10. Water is fometimes collected in the Fal-
lopian Tubes (#) by the fame Caufes as in the
Jterus. In fmall Quantities it occafions little

Inconvenie . but when the Colleéion grows

Fs) < . 1 - . 1 2 [
Bsnevalia bel in a bad State of

(#) One Ca

Health from a Suppreflion of the Menfes, her Belly began

to fwell, and increafed fo much as to make her Life quite
miferable for nine Years that fhe lived. When fhe died,
her H-.:-{]}* was opened. The {fl'm-‘_'nrl]m was found quite
putrid, the Liver pale, the Spleen fmall, no Water in the
{_:ak'it}' of the Abdomen, but about g lib. r:{'"'-.':.'ati'r and Pus,
mixed with I“I:‘.'L!..Tidt.‘c in each of the Tubes of the W ‘omb ;
there was fome Hydatides below the outer Coat of the Ute
rus, but no Liquor in its Cavity. Tulpii Obf. Lib. "1:, O
45.———-'1'j:c right Fallopian Tube contained twelve Pounds
of Water. Zodiac. med. pall, An. 1.

=}

left Tube contained thirty one Pounds of a watery and
gelatinous Liquor ; the Subftance of the Tube was ."u :i:f;.:.:-
ened and enlarged as to weigh lib. ;_ De ,r” ad. m

par.v. cap. viii. jeél, 1.-— Bonetus v a Cale where the
upper Part of the right Tube cr-nmfn:;:.l a hundred and
twelve Pounds of Water ; the left Tube was fcirrhous, and

T

3, S T 5 k 7 TED y ; T iy msw .
w‘-'l..'l'r-lj 1Ho. 10. f.‘:'."L' S.':—'.?ur.-'.'. araiem. L am. 11, }_-..'_'.-'_ 111, \.‘:I.'.'..'_'J.

21. U4, 35.
L large,
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large, it brin

gs on a Number of bad Symp-
T,

toms, by its Prefiure on the neighbouring Or-

-1

s. Before this happens it feels like a deep-

ey
B
-y
|
i

{eated Tumor, the Nature of which cannot
well be determined ; but when it becomes {o
large, asto diftend the Abdomen, a Flu&ua-
tion of Liquors is felt in a full-diftended deep-
{eated [t is almoft impoffible to deter-
mine the precife Seat of the Difeafe till after

¥

Death ; for the Ovarium being very {ubject to
fuch Swellings, it may be miftaken for a Tu-
mefaction of fome of its Veficles. Thefe two
Sorts of Dropfies are fometimes complicated

together, as we know by Cafes related by Au-

thors (w).

(w) In the French Tranflation of this Effay there are two
Cafes of this Kind quoted from Dr. Haller’s Colle?. Dif-
put, Patholog. tom. iv. p. 249, 250.-—I
Tube and Ovarium were dropfical ; in the other the Ute-

rus was alfo affe@ed, and they made one confufed Mafs
of an enormous Size compoled of Cells filled with a ferous

and mucelaginous Matter.
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The Cure may be expeted chiefly from the
Methods to be propofed afterwards for the
Cure of Hydatides. Could we determine the
Seat of the Difeafe, we might attempt to open
the Orifice of the Tube into the Womb by
warm Baths and Emetics, as was propofed in
treating of the Droply of the Uterus : for in
cafe the Obftruction depended upon StriGure
or vifcid Matter in the Tube, we might be fo
lucky as to fucceed.

The true HYDROPHTHALMIA,

101. In the true Hydrophthalmia the Ball
of the Eye increafes gradually, and the Sight
decays ; at length, when the Swelling becomes
large, the Patient grows blind, and Part of the
Ball ftands prominent without its Orbit ; fome-
times a {fmart Pain is felt in it, and the Tranf-
parency of the Eye is loft.

102. Sometimes only the Cornea, and at
other Times only Part of it protrudes; and
L2 nearly

SR
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[ =

nearly t’:'ur: fame Confequences follow as when
the whole Ball of the Eyg is affeted.

103. This Difeafe rarely proves mortal, but
frequently deprives the Patient of the Sight of
the Eye affected.

104. At its Beginning it fometimes may r be
cured by aliringent {trengthening ﬂ;ﬂpllcntlﬁﬂs
(x). Purgatives are frequently to be given ; and
moderate Bleeding, repeated as Occafion re-
quires, is often neceflary.
105, When the Eye is large, and Medicines
do not diminith it, a fmall Illtlﬂml muft be
made

{ﬂj R ;‘.1'_-_-':, .:‘:._,l'ﬂ_ ut madefcat linteum, cui afpergatur pase
Hrem _,l ir. camp haratt, &l scrtlo rr".’.".‘}f'-."c'.:'!.'rr.-—R. Flor. ca-

mamel. rofar. :=..'.. ana unc. ii. cogue ex vin, Gallie. rub. g f

. T . VI 5 A = ] o e Lo ;
ut frat .:‘_,-*e.Jr';:'.'.*,-.fn—vl--.. 1 uilree preeparat. arach. witriol. *‘-’"!’-E,‘-" i

iv _l,.'fen-;’-.:'.;'_ faturn. -;. ii. mifte, terantur. in pul?. Jubtil, et cum

T R T L
‘ll ar j},.:_..- # I| ni £l '? "f-’ GCRES ..':'.__-.'-:..I'.-c-".u"-CIII:'.j.-I.-r."""-'I{|- PI:I.'L’..
J".':.' #il. tut, dvach. 1i. alum gr.v. ‘axung. porcin, drach. i,

i feey J,..'ﬁ! [ a ung. cujus ;’Jﬁ:;:.'."ff:m.t inter palpebras immittens

dume,
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made into the lower Part of the Cornea to let
out the Water; after which a proper Com-
preflion muft be kept on the Eye, and {irength-
ening Applications adminiftered frequently ;
it is often neceffary to let out the Water feveral
Times (y).

106. This

? W T L gy 41 LD

() I have feen this Diforder frequently ; three of the Pa-
tients had the Water let out repeated Tumes, and notwith-
ftandine that different Means were ufed, the Swelling al-

ard oives two Cales

WF,‘:I'S ]'I:['L!ri'.-.Ll. a5 Iu-.:.:'_,;'i_' a5 at
of the Hydrophthalmia ; 1. Of an Engli/h Nobleman labour-
ing under this Difeafe, who had always a fharp Pain of the
Eye when he eat any thing falt or four. He tried many
Remedies, but received no Benefit. 2. A young Man,

after an Inflammation of the Eye, was foized with an Hy-

L 4

drophthalmia ; the Water was four Times evacuated, but
collefted anew 3 the fifth Time it was let out, and by the

Help of Preflure a Relaple was prevented, but he loit the

Sight of his Eye. Oper, wol. ii. cap. 13— A Student of Di-

[ Ty R, R L. 4| M o i T | B e Faxbhiah ek A
Klli'h[_:\. lAa00OuringE under an riy { I-..n.l-l..L nia, l.--lu'-l-]-'-'hx-h“
ly dishgured him much, but af =&ted the Sight of his Eye)

1. * T . o
after taking a great many Medicines without receiving any

Benefit, had the Water let out by an Orifice made at the
Part where the Neadle is commonly introduced in Cﬁ'!i-‘:"if3;;_’,'

a Cataract. After the Operation his Eye was anointed
L 2 Morn-
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106. This Dilorder frequently remains ob=
flinate, and refifts every Method of Cure that is
attemoted ; and when the Swelling is got the
better of, it is commonly attended with an
Obfcurity of Vifion, if not with a total Lofs of
Sight of the Eye affeCted.

InTERNAL HYDROCEPHALI.

107. Water has been found in large Quan
tity between the Cranium and Dura Mater (2),
or

Morning and Evening with Vipers Fat, and Pledgets wet
with camphorated Spirit of Wine kept conftantly applied
to it : notwithftanding which the Water collefted anew.
It was again perforated, and the fame Remedies applied,
while a continual Preflure was kept upon it with a concave
Piece of Lead juft L-._r?._- enough to cover the l':_'_.';‘. ]f_‘,.' this
IManner of Treatment the }",j.';:1 in a few Months, was in a
good State. Heiffer’s Obfervat. p. 589. ob/f. 527.— Nuck men-
tions a Cafe where the Eye was reduced to its natural State
h" freque ently | L(er o out the W LtFr._,'H'l 1k ﬂ"'u'-*;;.: a Preflure
upon it with a Piece of Lead. De Oculor. duétibus agusf. cap.
2. — Boerhaave fays he was twice fo lucky as to cure this

" ol i —— . + S |
Difeafe ; his Method of Cure was by Bleeding, and giv-

ot
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or between this Membrane and the Pia Ma-
ter (), or between the Pia Mater and Tunica

ot i - _I:--.-L..- I--.'--\. !
Arachnoidea (4) ; and Hydatides have been ob-

#

i“g [-!_'['(j:r‘: :']':-:‘F,"_",:j'];,':] ]'I:,'[l[.':_:_'.‘:':_'!:" FI...".'_'_"LF, ]:'_':.' I'-"-::I'f_". out the

Water frequently, and then keeping Pledgets dipped in Spi-
|i|: of Wine :,11;3[:'“3 ta the 1 - and :“:‘.J:.;\?Lftiii_'__ﬁ_ it with a
Plate of Lead. He fays an Atrophy of the Eye generally
fucceeds the Cure of this Difeale. De Morb. Oculor. [e£2.165.

3‘:, 170,

(z) Five Pounds of Water were contained between the
Skull and Dura Mater, in the Falx and Cavities of the |
Brain. Bonnet. fepulch. anat. lib. . fedt. 2. obf. 45. — Trew

T &l ] 1 - =
{faw Water between the Skull and Dura Mater, between
3 = ] _-"| I 'I - Bl = - 1 - ! T & 1 i~ 1
this [alt ang the E':."_' ivigter, &nd in tnc 1||r EnLricics of Lle
- A r s NaF = B kg oy i 2 1
Brain. A&, Phyf. Med, a. n. ¢. wol. . abf. 175, |
"y F = i ] ciar .

(a) Blancard found about two Pounds of Water between

the Dura and Pia Mauter of a Feetus about feven Months

tained thirty OQunces of Wa-

1 [

k-Part of its

! A O
ke i _F" -\.-'.]

b

) Fan Sweiten fays he has obferved this frequently in

P.‘_"Dl“:_‘(_‘.‘ who have died of the Letharoy.

I.l':rf.. 1217.
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ferved in the Subftance of the Brain (¢), and
large Quantities of Water collected in its Ven-

tri-

["f) See Cafles i.‘f'i ¥ :htu.c in the Brain in Faller's D,-'Jf’.
putat. anat. wvol. | 845. by Bergen.-— 1In 1_,-.r~:; between
{ix and feven Years of Apge, who died of an Hydrocephalus,
there was found a fmall € Cylt full of Water near the Surface
of the Brain, the Ventricles diftended with 1I.-ﬁ|"?_i_-i'[' and a

WiniRaniat Elod il et e Pl oy oot
MNumber of Hydatides in the | ieXxus 'L.-.l-..l-.{f'.._:‘:. }4 14 .l'rl,l—

fays, wol. ik art. 23.— In the French Tranflation of this Ef-
fay thereis a Cafe quoted fiom f..-';'.._' T o _,.'.':a'.'.-:'. mort. fih. 1.
cap. it. A Perlon fixty Years of Age, aflited with the
Gout, was attacked with epileptic Fits, attended with
Melanchely and Lofs of Memory; he lived fix Years
y. When his Head

was opened, there was found in the cortical Subftance of

afterwards, and then died fuddenl

the brain, immediate ly below the Pia Mater, a Hydatide

about the Size of a Pigeon’s Egg, filled with a ferous and

o tihoi

gelatinous Matter, and the cortical Subftance on which its
fed (G {rirt . T T U hoat

Ialis relted feemed to be fcirrhous.-— M#epfer fays, that a

Surgeon of Credit (Philip Oemelin) affured him, that

Ii_','[!;-.*_:JL'E in the Lm:l: was a common Difeale among

the horned Cattle ‘in Switzerland, and fhewed itfelf by
2 Giddinefs or Vertigo. When the Country People
obferve this, they firike the Head behind the Horns
with a Hammer, to try if by the Sound they can dif-

tin: “Lllﬁ"
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tricles (4). Thefe have all the Name of internal
Hydrocephali. They bring on the Symptoms of

a com-

tinguith any preternatural Hollow below, and if they
imagine they do, they immediately trepan the Part, put a
Quill into the Hole, and fuck out the Hydatides, if they lie
near the Surface of the Brain, and fo make a Cure: but,
if the Hydatides lie fo deep in the Brain that they cannot
fuck them out, they immediately kill the Creature. This
Operation the Surgeon aflured him he had feen done,
and attended with Succefs. D¢ Apeples?. laco affeld. p. bo.
He afterwards tells us, that he himfelf faw it tried upon an
Ox affli&ted with Giddinefs, when a large Number of H-
datides were fucked out; but the Vertigo flill continuing
they killed the Creature, and, upon opening the Head,
they found a Number of Hydatides in the Ventricles of the
Brain. Hifl. Apopleci. 14. Thele Hiltories although relat-
ed by /¥epfer, an Author of Credit, yet feem too much
upon the marvellous ; and, at any Rate, the Uncertainty
of the Exiftence of the Difeale from the Method taken to
difcover it, and the Danger of the Operation, will, in all
Probability, prevent its being ever attempted on the human
Subjelt.

(4) In the Year 1755 I faw a Child fix Months old,
whole Head was diftended to a monftrous Size; after

its Death the Head was opened, and there were cight Pints
of

o
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a comprefled Brain, to wit, Pain of the Head,
Giddinefs, Stupor; fuch Patients ftare exceffis
vely, theTears frequently flow, they are drow{y,
their Senfes dull ; fometimes they become blind
and deaf, and lofe all the animal Faculties, till
at laft Convulfions, Lethargy, or Apoplexy put
an FEnd to their Miferies,

of Water in the Ventricles of the Brain. I'have fince fetn
feveral Hydrocephali in which there was from half a Pint to
three Pints of Water lodged in thele Cavities.—T ulpius
found five Pounds of Water in the Ventricles of the Brain
of a Boy of five Years of Age. The Brain at firlt feemed
wanling, but it adhered every where to the Bones of the
Skull, in form almoft of a thick Membrane. Obf. [ib. 1. obf.
24.—And in the following Oblervation he fays, he has
twice feen about two Pounds in one of the Ventricles, with-
out any in the other. Ibid. obf. 25.—Fefalius faw a Cafe of
a Hydrocephalus where the Ventricles of the Brain were [o

much diftended as to contain nine Pounds of Water. Anat,

of the Ventricles of the Brain. Cext. 1. ¢bf. 10.—The Ven-
tricles contained twenty-four Pounds of Water in a Child
of 2 Month old. Mife, Cur.a. n. ¢. dec. 3. gnn. 1, abf.

10

]E.‘-H-
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108. Where the Head is not ::niarp_cd thefe
Symptoms have been generally efteemed equi-
vocal ; but Dr. Wlytt, Profeffor of the Theory
of Medicine in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, ac-
quainted me lately, that, from an accurate Ob-
{fervation of a Number of Cafes, he thinks he
has difcovered the Symptoms by which Phy-
ficians may know certainly before Death when
Water is lodged in the Ventricles of the Brain
—This Diforder, he fays, may be divided into
thrcc Stages :
< In the firt, which begins four, five or fix
€ ""-,-‘-.’ eeks, and fometimes much longer before
“ the Patient’s Death, the chief Symptoms are
¢“a flow Fever, accompanied with a Head-

k!

“ ach, Lofs of Appetite, and a Vomiting once

1

‘¢ 2 Day, or once in two Days, together with

¢ an Averfion to Light.

b ¢ In the fecond Stage, the Pulfe, from being
t« quick and regular, becomes as flow or flower
¢ than natural, but irregular ; notwithftand-
¢ ing which the Patients are not relieved, their
¢ Skin continues to have a feverith Heat, they

b are

T —
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are unable to fit up, they moan heavily with-
out being able to tell what ails them. They
fometimes complain of feeing Objeéts dou-
ble, they generally grow delirious, and fome-

A : %
times cry out in a wild Manner.

¢ < In the third Stage, the Pulfe, which had
been for fome Time as flow or {lower than
natural, rifes again to a feverith Quicknefs,
and the Patient becomes drow{y and coma-
tofe. The Pupils of the Eyes lofe their Mo-
tion and are dilated ; the Cheeks are often
fluthed, and a Subfultus Tendinum with Con-
valfions, an Unability to {fwallow, and a la-
borious Refpiration, generally clofe the Scene,

d ‘ During the firft Stage, it is very hard to
diftinguifh the Difeafe. But when we meet
with a Patient under fifteen or fixteen Years
of Age feized with a Fever of no certain
Type, and.irregular in all its Acceffions and
Lemiflions ; when in that Fever the Patients
vomit once or twice a Day, or only once in
two or three Days; when they fhun Light,

“ and
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<t and complain of a Pain at the Crown of their
«« Head, or over their Eyes after the Fever has
¢ continued for fome Time, or of a Pain thetre-
« gbouts, that in fome Days does not abate,” as
¢ the Headach in ordinary Fevers: generally
¢ does; when thefe Complaints neither yi=1d
¢ confiderably to repeated V omits, gentle Pur-
‘ gatives nor Bliters, there is Reafon to fufpect
¢ that there is Water in lt‘. Ventricles of the
<¢ Brain. But as Worms and other Diforders of
« the Stomach are fometimes attended with
“ moft of thefe Symptoms, we are often at a

¢« Lofs to find out the Dropfy of the Cavities of

¢« the Brain till it arrives at 1ts fecond Stage,
¢« when the Pulfe begins to turn flow and irre-
« gular; for this Change of the Pulfe fuper-
¢« yening to the Symptoms of the firft Stage is
¢¢ almoft an infallible Sign of Water within the
¢t Brain, if at the fame Time the Patient is
¢ not relieved, and if the feverith Heat does not
¢t abate with the Quicknefs of the Pulfe, This

¢ becomes {till more E‘f}dfl]t when the Patient
£ ii

—
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¢ i affe@ed with a Strabifinus, Delirium and
¢« Coma, and when afterwards the Pupils di-
« late and lofe their Motion, and the Pulfe
“« becomes very quick, while in the mean time
¢ the Cheeks are often fluthed, the Tendons
% ftart, and the Mulfcles are convulfed.”

109, This Diforder {feldom attacks Adults,ahd
as their Crania do not yield to the diftending
'Water, one can only conje&ure in fuch a Cafe,
from the Symptoms above mentioned, what
the Dileafe is (¢). In Children, indeed, the

Bones

(¢) We have fome Inftances, though but few, of this
Diforder having been obferved after the Bones of the Head
had become hard and firm, and the Sutures were clofe.-—
Hildanus gives an Account of a Lad, eighteen Years of
Age, whofe Head was diftended to a very large Size with
a Hydrocephalus, though the Bones of the Skull were firm
and hard. The Difeafe had begun when he was three Years
of Age, and he was fubject to epileptic Fits. Obfern.Chi-
rurg. cent. 3. obf. 19.—Du Ferney tells of his having found
three Pints of Lymph in the Head of a Boy of nine Years
of Age; the Bones of the Cranium were firm, and above
one Sixth of an Inch thick, Trané des Maladies des Os, Tom.

il
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Bones of whofe Heads are not firmly united,
they are feparated by the Water farther than
they ought to be, and leave larger Spaces be-
tween them, where fometimes the Flutuation
of the Water can be felt,

110. This Diforder for the moft Part ends fa-
tally ; and we have fcarce any well-vouched In-
flance of its being cured after the Water had
diftended the Cranium, and the Diforder was
known for certain to be the Hydrocephalus,
though many Authors alledge that they have
cured what they imagined to be beginning Hy-

d mca:pu'.?.i 1,

111. Corroborants, Cathartics, Diuretics,
and Diaphoretics are to be employed according
to the Exigency of the Cafe.—The Head is to
be covered with a woollen Cap well fumigated

Ii j}l S ..'\-—jI fiH S"i f_]fl 1 4'|L1'1t[ 5 a ‘..-:lIL- [-fJn'l .!’Hl!-'{-u. 7 "'\' .!lel' B
de I Hydroc cepbale de Begle, p. 35. where the Head was dif-
tended, though the Hu.un had acquired their natural Firm-

efz, but they became quite thin and pellucid,

with
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with Spices, over which a pretty tight Bandage
is to be put (f); a perpetual Iffue is to be
kept running at the Bregma ; or a Pea-Iffue
put at the lower Part of the Occipat,

112. Some Authors, rather than let the Pa-
tient inevitably perith, have thought it advifa-
ble to attempt a very uncertain and dangerous
Operation, viz, to make an Aperture by which
the Water may be evacuated; but hitherto
wherever this Operation has been performed,
the Event has been unfortunate (), and the Pa-
tient died foon.

) A Child whofe Head was much {welled, and the Su-
g4 3
tures greatly dilated, was cured by Bandages alone, with=

faid in Bocrbaave’s Praxis Medica, that he cured the Hy-
drocephalus by giving fome Purgatives, putting in an lfiue,
and afterwards bandaging and fomenting the Head. Sef.
1204.—A Boy fix Years of Age, whofe Head was as large
g5 that of a Lad of :_'ig]]ir_':ﬂ, is {aid to have been cured
by aromatic and fpirituous Medicines applied to his Head,
an Iffue in each Leg, frequent Purging, and the Ufe of
Lixivium of Tartar in his Drink, and Aromatics in his

l'\uﬂd1 ..i:EIrul_;J-'}.'.';'l.- lf:.'l'f'.. e e Co ESE.'L'.- 1. diit. I. ffrjr. ..‘F{J‘,
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113. If this Operation is ever attempted,
the Opening ought to be made with a Lancet,
where a Flucuation is to be felt, and at .. Part
where there is no Danger of wounding any
large Artery, or venal Sinus of the Head. The
Operator ought never to make Ufe of the Tro-
car for this Purpofe, as it requires a forcible
Pu(h to make it perforate the Teguments, and
its Point may penetrate further than is intend-
ed ; neither ought he to attempt the Operation
where the Water is fituated in the Ventricles,
or deep in the Subftance of the Brain.

(£) A Surgeon opened the Bregma of a Child nine
Months old, and let out a Pound of Water, but the Child
died in about thirty-fix Hours after. Hildan. obf. chirurg.
gent. 5. obf. 17.-—Le Cat let out the Water of a Hydroce-
phulus at different T'imes, by the Help of 2 broad-fhouldered
Trocar, the Cannula of which he let remain in the Wound.
He covered its Orifice with a fticking Plaifter, which he re-
moved when he let out any of the Water, and put it on
agaln when he thought he had evacuated a fufficient Quan-
tity ; and always afterwards bound up the Head tight with
a capaline Bandage ; notwithftanding which Precautions
the Child died the fifth Iday after the Operation. Philafoph.
Tranfact for 1751, 52. fel. 40.

M 114. After
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114. After a fmall Quantity of Water is let
out, the Wound is to be ftuffed, to prevent too
great a Difcharge; for worfe Effects are to be
expected from a fudden Evacuation here than
any where elfe, becaufe the weak Veflels of
the Brain, and its foft Subftance, cannot refift
the Force and Rarefaction of the Blood impel-
led by the Heart; {o that the Brain is foon
overloaded with Blood when the Preflure of the
Water is too fuddenly taken away : a Spunge,
or fome fuch Subftance, which allows a flow
Iraining off of the Water, 1s the beft and fafeft
Application ; for a Pipe introduced into the
Wound, and allowed to remain there, may hurt
the tender internal Parts. As the Water is thus
drawing off, the Bandage on the Head ought
to be drawn tighter and tighter, that the Cra-
nium may be contracted in Proportion to its

Contents.

If the internal Medicines that augment the
Excretions are found infufficient to free an
Adult from this Difeafe, Trepanning, which
15




OF THE DROPSY, 167

3
is the only Remedy left, may be tried, in hopes
that if the dropfical Water is colleéted on the
Outfide of the Brain, it may be let out. If
the Water be feated in the Ventricles or Sub-
ftance of the Brain, this Operation will be of
no Service,

3JASTARD HYDROCEPHALUS,

115. The Baftard Hydrocephalus is an hy-
dropical Excrefcence on the Back-Part of the
Head, the Sac of which has an immediate
Communication with the Ventricles of the
Brain ; it is a Sort of Appendix to the laft nam-
ed true Species of Hydrocephalus, and is fel-
dom or never cured, but proves fatal in a fhort
Time,

116. The Integuments are to be kept entire
as long as poffible ; for the Opening fuch Tu-
mors caufes Death foon (b) ; and the external

Medi-

(h) Ruyfch has fometimes feen thefe Tumors larger than
the Head of a new-born Feetus ; and he remembers to
M 2 have
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Medicines prefcribed in Se&. 72. 4. may be
tried ; but little or nothing elfe can be done
for fuch young Patients as thefe generally are.

Drors¥ of the Spinar Marrow, or
Spina Biripa.

1177. The fame is to be faid of the watery
Tumors of the Spine, where the back Parts of
the Vertebrz, or Os Sacrum, are wanting, and
the Spinal Marrow fo comprefled as to pafs
unobferved, or to feem to be changed into

I"Watf:r (:I] S :
118, DRroPs

have feen one larger than the Child’s whole Body ; he fays
they communicate with the Ventricles of the Brain, and
that the Opening them deftroys the Patient immediately.

U.ﬂﬁ Anat. {...'.r",lr'}'::.'r‘g. G"_,.l £2.

(i) My Brother, Dr. 4. Adonrs junior, wrote to me; that,
in Summer 1764, on examining a Cafe of this Kind, he
found the Spinal Marrow comprefled, and fo clofely adher-
ing to the Back-Part of the Sheath, that at firit it feemed to
have been wanting, and was conjetured to have been
melted down into a watery Liquor,

I have
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Dropsy of the JornTts,

118. A Dropfy of any Joint, efpecially of
the

I have feen this Dileafe four Times ;—the firft was a
feemingly healthy Child, about fifteen Months old, who
had {uch a watery Tumor on the Back, as Jarge as an
Orange, which I advifed the Parents not to allow to be
opened. I never faw the Child afterwards.—The fecond
was a Child about nine Months old zt the Foundling Hof -
pital, who had fuch a Tumeor on the Os Sacrum, and
was under the Care of Mr. Tomiéyns ; the Tumor burft,
and the Child died the third Day after ; upon examining
the Os Sacrum after Death, its fpinal Procels was found to
be wanting.—The third we a Child about two Months
old, and had a Tumor about the Size of a large Walpue
pn its Back, where the fpinal Procels of two or three of
the Vertebrz were wanting; the Tumor was twice
apened, and the Child died when it was three Months old.
— T'he fourth was a new-born Infant, who had a very
large LT'umor on the Middle of the Back, which when
opened dilcharged above a Pint of Water ; it died the
fixteenth Day after the Operation,

Ruyfih relates ten Cafes of this Difeafe, which all proved
mortal. Obf. 34.—Blancard met with two which had the

M 3 fame
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the Knee (%), has the common Symptoms de-
fcibed in Sect. 4—~10. and feldom yields to

Yy
H.J]1rr

'.['1r'1"' fatal Event.—Mr. Jdalcolm, Surgeon to the Seois Royal
Reciment, told me, he once faw fuch a Tumor opened,
and the Child died immediately.—A Child had hifty Ounces
of Water within its Brain, a Tumor on the Occiput, and
a divided ”pinc+ Bonet. fepulchres. anat, lib. 1. fedl. 10. 6l
Fu —aee 2 fimilar La,g:_ where the | 'L inal Marrow at thePart
where the Tumor was, could not be obferved, and there
were fcarce any Veftiges of Nerves. Mife, eur. a. n. ¢. dec.
2. ann. 2. obf. 158.—A\ Child was born with a tendinous,
or coriaceous Spot above the Os Sacrum, which extended
itfelf into a large Tumor, and was extirpated. It con-
tained more than a Pound of Water, and the Nerves of
the Cauda Equina. The Child was :ah'-':t:see paralytic in
the lower Extremities, and could not retain its Frrrcj or U-
rine. ‘The Bulk of the Head diminifthed confiderably
when the Operation was performed, and it died Tht next
Day. Mifc. cur. a. 1. ¢. dec. 1. ann. 1. obf. 152. bifl. 2.
.rfﬁj gives 2n Account of a new- born Child, who had
a watery Tumor of this Kind, fituated on the r.c ht Side
of the fuperior Vertebrze of the Loins, which was opened
fix Times. Three Qunces of Lymph were evacuated
each Time, and the Wound healed, but after four Weeks
the Head began to {fwell, and the Child died of a Hydro-

: cephalus
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any internal Medicines, whether Corroborants,

Diuretics, Diaphoretics, or even the ftrongeft

Cathartics, be employed : more Service is to IS
be expected from topical Remedies, fuch as

{weating the Part with the Flame of burning

Spirits; or the warm fulphureous Waters of

Bath, Buxton, Aix, or {'."m'.fffs,-.r,-f, falling from

a Height upon it ; or the Application of Blif-

ters, or of dilcutient Fomentations, Liniments,

or Poultices; or Iffues opened in its Neigh-

bourhood. |

111
(|
|
o I

119. Butif it refift all thefe Methods, and the

cephalus when it was eleven Months old. See Obferv. M- |

dic. praél, de r{_'j".';ef?. capit. :."i,.'. 29.

(#) :'LT.],' Father, in his Leftures, uled to obfi rve, that he
never {aw this Difeafe except in the Knee, where he had of-
ten feen it; and that he had four Times cured it with
trong Vinegar warmed and applied to the Part by Paper
wet in it.——And Dr. Simfon fays he has feen Swellings
of this Joint, when taken Care of at their ficlt Beginning,
cured by a Purge, and the Fall of cold Water, and at other
Times by the Fall of warm Water. AZd. Effays, wval. vi.
art. 20,

|
M 4 Symptoms IR
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Symptoms are violent, the capfular Ligament
1s to be punctured with a Lancet in the Part
that is thinpeft, and moft free from Aponeu-
roles, Vefiels, or Nerves, which is on the In-
fide of the Knee: for the Difcharge of the
Water in this Way fometimes makes a
Cure (/) ; but too often the Operation is fol-

lowed

() We have a Cafe related in the A42a pbyfico-medica,
in which an !ncifion, fome Inches long, was made into the
Joint of the Knee, on the Infide of the Rotula, and three
Pints of Water let out ; after which, by the Affiftance of
proper Dreflings, and ftrengthening Fomentations, the
Patient was cured, and had the Ufe of this Joint fo well,
that he could walk eafily. 43. phyfic. med. a. n. ¢. vol. viii,
obf. 27.—A Cr;m;u_ﬁ.'n'..an found great Unealinefs for fome
Months, from a moveable hard Subftance in his Knee,
which he always felt vpon walking ; it gtn{:rn.’iy made its
Appearance under the Rotula, and on the Infide ; the
Parts about it were {welled, though to no great Height.
Dr. Simjon was confulted, who laying hold of it with his
¥inger and Thumb, cut into the Joint, and brought away
this Body, which was about the Bignefs of a Kidney-
Bean, and with it about four Ounces of a thick pellucid
Liquor, The Patient ufing his Leg that Day, fuch an

Iuflamma-
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lowed by Inflammation, Fever, and their Con-
fequences () ; and the Matter growing acrid,
Amputation becomes the only Remedy.

126. The beft Method of preventing thefe

Inflammation and Pain arafe, that it was twelve Months
before it could be altogether removed ; but at laft, by fy-
ringing Water upon the Part, and laying a Cauftic near
the Knee, the Patient was cured, and walked without any

Impediment. Med. Effays, wol. iv. art. 20.

(m) A Patient, in whom the Flutuation of Water
within the capfular Ligament was evident, had a Punéture
made with a Lancet into the Joint on its Infide ; near a
Pound of Water was let out by this Orifice, which was
drefled with a little Lint and a Bit of Plaifter, the whole
Joint being covered with Aromatics and Stimulants : he
took likewile fome hydragogue Purpes. Neverthelels,
the Water was again colle@ed in a few Weeks, when an-
other Surgeon made a large Incifion into the Cavity of the
Joint on the Qutfide of the Knee ; the Confequences of
which were, tharp Pains, attended with a {mart Fever
and high Inflammation, which ended in Suppuration, and
an exceflive Difcharge ; this obliged him to take off the
Limb above the Knee, in order to {ave the Patient’s Life,
which was in imminent Danger, from a wafting Heétic.

bad

SRR
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bad Confequences of Inflammation, after the
Capfula of a Joint is opened, is to perform
the Operation in the Patient’s Bed, with the
Member laid nearly in the fame Pofture as
the Patient can keep it in afterwards ; to re-
commend abfolute Reft of the Limb till the
Wound in the Membranes is cicatrifed (#) ;

and

() The two following Cafes fhew the Neceflity of ufing
the Precautions here mentioned.

Inthe Year 1758, a Man was admitted into o5t, Gesrge’s
Hofpital to have a moveable cartilaginous Subftance about
thg Size of a {mall Bean, taken out of the Joint of his
Knee. The late Mr. Hewet made the Patient come up to
the Operation Room ; and having brought the moveable
Subftance to the Infide of theKnee, and laid hold of it with
his Finger and Thumb, he made an Incifion upon it, and
brought it away ; a Quantity of a pellucid Liquor followed.
‘The Patient felt but little Pain from the Operation, and
was immediately carried to Bed; but next Day finding the
Knee ealy, he walked acrofs the Ward in which he lay,
which brought a violent Inflammation on the Joint, and
notwithftanding that he was blooded freely, and other
Means ufed, it was four Months before the Inflammation
went off, and the Joint of the Knee remained fliff ever afiter.
Some
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and if the lealt Symptom of Inflammation ap-
I_}r ar. t 1-":]_',;:_..\1!_ _-r-j if:‘;‘l"a"., na fu-n hh i = anti iIhIJJ-

glluL Method f Cure,

Some Months after this another Cafe of the fame Kind
was admitted into th
Mr. Hawkins, whoat firlk declined performing any Opera-

tion, from the violent Inflammation he had {een follow the

LIRG

he Holpital, and was under the Care of

Extration of the cartilaginous Subftance in the former,
and in fome other Cafes of the like Kind ; but the Pati-
ent perfifting in his Refolution of having this moveable
Subftance taken away, Mr. Hawkins at lall
r:c::::;'n:; with hi ‘1.-.1 uvelt. He made the L"=.15';I1E go to Bed,

confented to

and h.-t'ing put the Member nearly in the Situation he in=

tended it {hould remain after the l:};:::.'nt".r_:-u, he hr::th:
the moveable Subftance to the Qutfide of the Knee, and
hfy-.'ing taken hold of it, cut upon it, and brought it away ;
a fmall Quantity of a clear glary Liquor followed. He
covered the Wound with a little dry Lint and a Pledgit,
and put a flight Bandage over it. Having laid the Mem-

ber in a prope r Pofture, he defired the Man not to move
it for fome Ilayrs1 warning him of his Dan he did
keep flriély to the Directions given him. The Pa-

tient punctually obeyed the Orders he received, the Wound

. i1 P
" d

healed as kindly as a common Punéture in bleeding; and
he was well and walking about in a fhort Time, without
the lealt Accident happening during the Cure,

Drorsy

_—
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Drorsy of the BREAST.

i21. Water colle@ed in one or both Cavities

of the Thorax 1s at firft difficult to difcover,
the Ribs and tenfe fhort intercoftal Mufcles
not allowing the Water to extend itfelf out-
wardly, or the Fingers to feel any FluGua-
tion (0). Butifa Perfon breathes laborioufly,
with a Senfe of Weight at the lower Part of
the Thorax, when the Trunk of the Body is
ere, and towards the upper Part when the
Body 1s horizontal, and feels with all a fenfible
Fluctuation while he changes Poftures, there
are goad Grounds for fufpecting that a Fluid is
colleCted in the Thorax ; and, if no Symptoms
of Inflammation and Suppuration have pre-
ceded, we may juftly conclude this Liquor to be
Water ; and there will be the greater Probabi-

(¢) See Remmannus's Diflertation on the Uncertainty
of the Signs of this Difeafe, in A3, Phy/f. med. a. n, ¢.
vol, 1. 0bf. 170,
lity
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lity of this being the Cafe, if at the fame time
the Patient makes but a fmall Quantity of
Urine, with a lateritious Sediment, and hath
cedematous Swellings of the Feet, or other
Parts of the Body.

122. When one Cavity of the Thorax
only has Water in it, the Patient lies generally
on that Side, the Breathing becoming more
difficult when laid on the other ; and if, on
comparing the two Sides of the Breaft, the
affeGted one is larger than the other near to
where the Diaphragm is fixed (p), there is

(p) The Swelling of the lower Part of the Thorax, is
a Symptom that fometimes, though but feldom, attends
this Difeafe. I have feen a confiderable Number of Peo-
ple who have died with Colle&tions of Water or Pus in the
Cavity of the Thorax, but I never but once could obferve
any external Swelling from. the Liquor contained in the
Cavity of the Thorax itfelf : We have many Examples
of it among the Obfervators, one in #illis Pharm. ration.
p. i, feé?. 1. eap. xiil, and two in the Hiflor. morbor. Urati=
Jlav. 1699, 1700. one quoted from Fonfeca. ibid. de hydraop.
peéts cap, i e, 7. and one in Med, Effays, vel, v, art. 5q.

Reafon

S
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Reafon to conclude that Water is colleCted in
the cnlargtd Side.

123. 1 do not know if it is always accom-
panied with that Symptom which Riverius
mentions as a {ure Pathognomic, viz. ¢ That
“ the Difficulty of breathing is increafed when
¢ the Patient lies down to fleep, and grows
““ worfe during the Night, becoming milder
“ with the Day (¢); or if the Scrotum be-
“ comes hydropical before the Belly or
“ Limbs (7).” I never obferved thefe Symp-

toms

(g) ¢ Quibus hoc unicum addere licet, tanquam pa-
¢ thognomonicum, & quo folo hydrops pectoris a ceeteris
&c ﬁ_riElElL[{iLEEL- !‘._'Il:lil':indj i-l_‘.ucf_'jf_-hus :j]l“l]EUitUj'. Ql]u_[]du
“* nimirum fpirandi difficultas primo quoque fomni tempore
¢ invadit, eumgque intercipit, ac per noflem magis urget,
“¢ procedente vero die fenfim lentefcit.” River, Prax. med.
lib. vii. cap. .

() ¢ Id vero notatu dignifimum eft, quod ferotum in
“ hoc hydropis genere attollatur in tumorem, antequam
“ vel venter vel pedes irtumefcant, Neque enim femel

¢ fed




OEMHE DROPSY. 175

toms myfelf, nor have feen them generally
mentioned as conftant and peculiar to this Dii-

eafe.

124. Diaphoretics, Corroborants, and Pur-
gatives, are very ufeful in this Species of the
Dropfy ; but Emetics, if the Patient can bear
them without Danger of being f{uffocated du-
ring their Operation, are much moere benefi-
cial. Diuretics (s) fometimes make a Cure :

for

¢ fed iteratis vicibus deprehendimus, quod jam tumido
«¢ feroto pedes cedematolo tumore corripiantur.”  Hifl.
marbor. Uratiflav. 1699, 1700. de bydrop. pector. cap. 1. fell.
8.—See fuch a Cale in Hoffman, where the Scrotum

{welled and not the Abdomen : de Lydrepe, obf. 7.

(s) R. Rad. feil. gr.v. pulv. ari. comp. gr. X, zinzib. gr.

V. [jrup e cortice aurant. g. [+ ut fiat balus; talis bis die devo-
randus.—wvel R. Confedl. cardiac. forup. i. fal. fuccin. gr. v. ol.
Jlillat. juniper. gutt. ii. mifee. Capiat dafin. bujufmodi ter vel
guater die.—vel R. Ciner. genifl. ferup. i vin. amar. ung. ii.
mifce. Hauflulus talis quater die repetendus.—vel R. Aq.

menthe unci, lixiv.tartar, drach.dimid, fyrup. zinzib.unc.dimid.

mifce. Propinet hawfiulum talem mane & vefpere,—vel R, T inét.

flar.
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for the Kidnies being free from Comprefs
fion, permit the Water to pafs off more freely
than

fior. martial, drack. fs. ag. menth. piper. unc. i. fyrup. e cortic.
anrant drach. ii. capiat ter die.—uvel R. Baccar. junipere unc.
1i. cont _rf_,l': fﬂfu:&i’ vin. rhenan. une. Xil. _ﬁf.f, per tres dies, &

colature adde ag. F'f.-'I:'.".I{‘HFL comp. unc. 1. capiat unc ii. ter vel
guater. die. —wel R. Fol. cochlear. horten. naflurt, aquatic. bac-
car. juRiper. ﬁ.’.-'_;-'mr. unc. ii. tartar, lixiv, wme, i, infunde
per quatriduum in cerevif. veter, lib. v. dofis &ft ad Lb: fi. die,
—uvel R, Summit. H. abfinthvirid, genifl. ana unc.dimid, rad.
gentian, drach, i, infunde per bidiuum in aq. fontan. fervid. kb,
1. colaturee capiat, unc. ili. mane & vefperi.

The Emperor Maximilian 11. found great Advantape
from thefe Sort of Medicines : he laboured under a Dropfy
of the Breaft for twenty Years, and ufed to make fome-
times fix Pounds of Urine in a Day, which always relieved
him ; at laft the Paffage by the Kidnies having been ftopt,
he was fuffocated. Semmert. prafd. Iib. ii. p. 2. cap. xx.

I had the following Cafe from Dr. Fothergill: A Gen-
tleman of a frefh Complexion, full, lax habit, and a large
Make; in Refpet to Liquors, for the moft Part, tempe-
ratey with a good Appetite, and ample Means of gratify-
ing it; about the fifty-fixth Year of his Age, perceived,
upen a little unufual Motion, an Obitruétion to his
Breathing, attended with a Palpitation of the Heart.
Thefe

ERREHETN
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than in the Dropfy of the Belly. Iffues and
Setons in the Interftices:of the Ribs, are known
to

Thefe Complaints gradually increafed fo much as to in-
duce him to confult his Phyfician, to whom he gave the
following Account.

T'hat on walking one hot Day, after having fpent an
Hour or two in Bufinefs, in a Room crowded with Com-
pany, he found fuch an uneafy Straitnefs of the Wind-pipe,
juft above the Sternum, that it feemed as if a Bur, as he
termzd it, fluck there, and hindered him from breathing
with his ufual Freedom ; that at Night, upen going to
Bed, he had a Palpitation of the Heart, and a greater Dif-
ficuity in finding fuch a Pofture as he could lie in with
Eafe, than he had before experienced.

It was not every Night he found himfelf thus aflicted ;
fometimes he had three or four bad Nights fucceffively,
in which he was either obliged to fit up moft Part of the
Night, or altogether prevented from {leeping when able tg
keep in Bed.

Things had continued in this Situation fome Months,
His Countenance was then frefh and florid ; his Brenthing
upon Motion fomewhat laboricus; he coughed but little,
and this rather voluntarily, to fetch up fomething, that to
him feemed obftrué&ing the Wind-pipe, than from an Irri-
tation of the Lungs themfelves, His Pulfe was extremely

N irregus

_—
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to have done remarkable Service in the various
Difeates of the Breait.

1235, When

irregular, never beating five Strokes alike, but varying in-
ceflantly, either in refped to Frequency, or Strength, ot
both ; his Urine was high-coloured, depofiting for themolt

Part a copious Sediment, of a Colour betwixt the Lateriti-
ous and Carnation ; his Stools regular in every Refpedt ; he
found himfelf commonly eaficlt when Lax ; and his Breath
laborious if ever fo little Coftive. He had no Heat,
Thirlt, dry Tongue. or any Symptoms of a a Fever, excepta
high-coloured Urine, which was accounted for from its be-
ing in fmall Quantities. No peripneumonic Symptoms,
except laborious Breathing; no Appearanceof 2 humoral
..I"m.irn'.l-, nor was it appfchcnded that a convulfive one
could produce jult fuch Appearances, efpecially as the Irre-
gularity of the Pulfe was not Tefs when the Breathing was
free and ealy, than ‘when 1t proceeded to fuch a Pitch as to
oblige the Patient to rife out of Bed at Midnight to aveid

the Danger of immedi: ate Suffocation.
As the Patient had lived in fuch a Manner as

might feem to have intitled 'him to the ‘Gout, and he
was then at an Age when the Gt Attacks of this Dil-
eale arc molt -:{}mnmn]:,- irregular, this likewife was taken
into Confideration; though the conftant Trregularity,

of
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12¢. When the means above propofed fail,
the only Method left is to make an Aperture
into

of the Pule rather feemed to indicate, that fomething .
more permanent was the Caule than the gouty Matter,
which, whenever it attacks thefe unfufpeéted Parts, moft
commonly allows of fome, though oft uncertain and
fhort Vacations. After moderate Evacuations, by bleed-
ing and purging, were firlt premifed, a Courfe of Gum
Pills, Extraét of the Bark, Chalybeats in very fmall Dofes,
was recommended, with fome Balfamics intermixed. No
Increafe of the Symptoms being obferved from this Me-
thod, it was perfifted in fome Time; the Air and mode-
rate Exercife on Horfe-back propofed, and a due Regard
to Quantity as well as the Quality of Aliments. A longer
Truce feemed to be gained by this Method than had been
perceived from the firft Attack ; but as the Winter ap~
proached, this Calm was often interrupted, frequently
without any manifeft Caufe; the Patient being often
oblizced to rife after he had been an Hout in Bed, and
fpend the remaining Part of the Nig,_;ht. This {oon
brought on an cedematous Swelling of his Legs, Heavi-
nels by Day, Inquietude by Night, and the evident Syp=-
toms of an hydrops peftoris.

N 2 By
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into the affe€ted Side of the Thorax, which
has frequently been done with Succefs (s);
this

By the Ufe of the following Remedy, viz. R. Sapon,
wenet. forup. i. g ammon. gr. X. pulv. [feillar, ficcat, gr. iv.
fore fimp. q. [. f. bol. fumend. €t= g. b, near a Gallon of U-
rine was difcharged in one Night, which leffened the Difp-
nea, abated the anafarcous Swelling that had fpread even
to his Hips and Belly, enabled him to continue quietly
and eafily in Bed thro’ the Night, and gave him and every
one about him Hopes of a (predy Amendment. He en-
joyed this Tranquillity a Month or fix Weeks, the Irre-
‘gu]arir}- of his Pulfe neverthelefs continuing, though re-
markably lefs after this Evacuation of Urine ; once he
feemed during Summer to have acquired firm Health, his
Pulfe becoming fomewhat lefs intermittent, and the other
Symptoms difappearing ; but this was only a longer Inter-
vdl than ordinary. The returning Winter, brought with it
his former Complaints; arnd though Fontanels, Blifters,
Diuetics, Purgatives, and Corroborants intermixed, were
tried, under the Dire&tion of fome of the ablet Perfons of
the Profeflion, his Diforder increafed, and he was at laft
fuddenly fuffocated by the Load of Water in the Tho-
rax.

One Thing may be neceflary to remark in relped to the

Dle of t?:lui!lgj which 1s,- that when ever one would give

them
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this Perforation fhould be made above the
Place commonly recommended, the Dia-
phragm

them as Diuretics, the proper Dole {eems to be that Quan-
tity which will not produce a Naufea, at leaft a lafting
one. And though, in the Inftance before us, four Grains
of the Powder gave the Stomach no Offence, yet in moft
People one Grain and a half, or two at molt, will produce
this Effe&. This Remark of the Doftor’s is jull, for al-
though fome People’s Stomachs will bear cightor ten Grains
without naufeating, yet, in general a few rrains produce

either the Effets he mentions, or a purging,.

(s) Phyficians rather feem too cautious about ordering
this Operation both in Dropfical and in Phthifical Cales.
It can be performed with the greatelt Safety to the Patient,
and I am perfuaded that if it was attempted oftener, the
Lives of many would be preferved who die fuffocated with
Pus or Water.

See in my Account of the Difeafes moft frequent in the Mili-
tary Hefpitals in Germany,page 1 18. the Cale of a Soldier who
died of the Hydrops Peéloris, but whofe Life would, in all
Probability, have been preferved, had he allowed the Opera-
tion to have been performed which was repeatedly propofed
to him.—In ##illis we have the Cafe of a young Man, who
from too much Exercife fell into a Dropfy of the Breaft ; his
lefe Side fwelled, and 2 Number of bad Symptoms appear-
ing, the Doctor ordered an Incifion to be made between

: N 3 the
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phragm being connected to Ribs higher than
the ninth or tenth.—If the Patient ever had a
Pleurify,

the fixth and feventh Rib, to let out the Water ; a Cannula
was put into the Orifice, and the firft Day there were
about fix Ounces of a thick white coloured Liquor, like
Chyle, let out ; the fecond, about as much ; en the third,
the Liquor run off too freely, and the Patient became
faint and feverifh, on which Account the Doftor allowed
no more to be let out for two or three Days after, and then
but a fmall Quantity every Day. By this Method the Pa-
tient began to recover his Health and Strength, fo that he
could at laft ride and take his ufual Exercife. All this
Time he had but very few Medicines, only after the Ope-
ration, fome gentle Cordials, an Anodyne, and vulnerary
Decottion were given. In a few Months the Patient
thought himfelf quite recovered, and took out the Cannu-
la ; but the Wound was no fooner healed than his Difeafle
returned, and he was obliged to have a new Aperture
made, and the Cannula put in again; he foon got well,
but was obliged to keep the Cannula in ever after. Pharm,
ratisn. p. 2. J.f:.-r.".', 1. cap. xiii. de f}-;!r'ﬂp.;- pelforss—A Wo-
man about thirty Years of Age, labouring under both an
Afcites and Dropfy of the Breaft, was cured by letting out
the Water firlt from the Abdomen, and then from the
Thorax, After the Operation fhe was twice purged, took
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Pleurify, or other acute Pain in that Side, the
Aperture is not to be made near the Seat of
the

an Opiate Morning and Evening, and for fome Time after
obferved a very ftrict Regimen of Diet. Memoir. de I Acad
des fefences, 1703.—Morand, in a Cafe which appeared de-
fperate, put a Trocar into the Thorax, and let out fix
Pints of Water ; after tne Water there came away fome
Pus. Seven Days after, the Difficulty of Breathing in-
creafed, and he performed the Operation of the Empye-
ma, and there was difcharged from the Thorax five Pints
of Water, and a Quantity of Matter; after this the Pa-
tient recovered daily. Mem. de ' Academ. de Coirurgie, tom.
. p. 547.—Fan Sweiten quotes Bianchi for having per-
formed this Operation with Succefs. Comment. in fell.
1219. Boerbaav. Apberifo.—AMonf. de Senac. in his Traité
de Caur, gives an Account of a Groom in the King of
France’s Stables, who after a Pleurily was feized with fuch
a Difficulty of Breathing, that he feemed as if he could
not live four Hours, when Dr, Senac ardered the Opera-
tion of the Empyema to be performed. There was let out
by the Orifice fix Pints of a clear yellow watery Liquor,
with an immediate Relief to the Breathing. The Wound
continued to difcharge for fome Days, and the Patient got
well, and was at the King’s Hunt at the End of a Month.
Lib. iv. Chap,v.—In the fame Place we have an Account of

N 4 a Man
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the Pain, for there the Lungs and Pleura pro-
bably adhere ; by which Medns the Operator,
inftead of penetrating into the Cavity of the
Thorax, may be in Danger of wounding the
Lungs,

126. When the Perforation is made, the Wa-
is to be let out flowly, left the Lungs being
too {uddenly freed from Comprefiion, become
unable to refift or tranfmit the Blood flowing
into them, and the Patient be thereby fuffocated.
To prevent this, the Belly thould be prefied
with a Belt, which is to be gradually drawn
tighter, -to prefs the Diaphragm upwards as the
Water runs out ; and if the Quantity of Wa- .
ter be very great, Part of it only muft be e-
vacuated at once. At every Dreffing the Air

that may rufh in fhould be warmed; for

Man addited to drinking, who was almoft cured by the

fame Method, When all the Symptoms were gone but a
little cedematous Swelling of his Legs, by the Advice of a
Quack he apglied Blifters to them, which brought on a
(jangrene, of which he died. Ibid,

which
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which Purpofe Veflels filled with warm Wa-
ter are rather to- be ufed than Charcoal, or a-
ny other Subftance which emits fuffocating or
irritating Steams ; and when the Orifice is to
be drefled, the Air which entered by the
Wound is to be fqueezed out by the Patient’s
Efforts in breathing,

1277. The Water being evacuated, the Pa-
tient muft perfit long in the Ufe of proper
Medicines, efpecially Diuretics,

Drorsy of the PERICARDIUM.

128. The Dropfy of the Pericardium can
fcarce be certainly known till after Death by
Difle@ion ; for all the Symptoms of this Dif-
eafe that have been fpecified by the moft ac-
curate Phyficians are ambiguous (£), and at-

tend

(#) Water is often found in the Pericardium of thofe

People who die of an univerfal Dropfy. 7obn Cunmingham,
a Middle

s
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tend other Difeafes likewife ; for inftance, an
unequal Pulfe, an Uneafinefs in lying, a fre-
quent

a Middle aged Man, was admitted into St. Gesrge’s Hofpi-
tal, on the 3oth of April, 1759, in-the laft Stage of an
univerfal Droply, and died on the 7th of May. Next
Day his Body was opened ; the Thorax and Abdomen
were both full of Water, and the Pericardium diftended
with an acrid Lymph. The Heart was fo fmall that at
firft we could fcarce believe it to be this Organ, its Sur-
face was eroded, and adhered to the Pericardium in fome
Places ; the Liver was hard, and the Inteftines adhered to
one another in many Places.—Peyer mentions a Cafe where
there were three Pints of an acrid turbid Liquor in the
Pericardium which had eroded the Surface of the Heart.
F?{E. Scholium. ad :‘a‘r}. Vi Pn'rfrg, anatom. 5 medic.— Bonetus
gives an Account of the Diffection of a Man who died of the
Dropfy, in whofe Pericardium there were found 30 Ounces
of Water. Lib. ii. [edt. 1, ebf. 60.—In a Patient who died of
a Cough and Afthma, the Thorax and Pericardium were
full of Water, the Lungs {tuffed with a vifcid Matter, and
2 Number of fchirrous Tubercles and flony Matter dii-
peifed through their Subftance ; and the Liver and Spleen
were {chirrous.  Jbid. zbf. 41.—Pif5 tells us of one aesb
Laret, who had long laboured under a Palpitation of the
Heart and Difficulty of Breathing, of which he died ; upon

Dificétion,
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quent Neceflity of fitting down, an Opprefli-
on within the Sternum afier Motion, Diffi-
culty of Breathing, attended with a Senfe of
Pain and Reftleflnefs, either no Cough at all,
or a very moderate and dry one; all which
Symptoms become milder, or go off altoge-
ther when the Patient is at Reft ().

129. Could

Difleétion there were found feveral Pints of Water in the
Pericardiom. e Jr'.-"-"* . colinv, [edF. 3. cap. il -:_f:/: 39,

(#) Francifeus Albertinns gives the following Account of
this Difeafe : ¢¢ Hydropem pericardii, qui ex fe ipfo & fo-
< lus infeftat, hifce indiciis, aliqua faltem ex parte, ab aliis
€¢ vitiis difcriminari, grotantium obfervationes & eorum
©¢ extifpicia me monuerunt. Pulfus igitur comparate molles
¢ potius frequentes, ac parvos {ibi adjungere confuevit, ubi
¢ firu€tura cordis five immodice flaccida evaferit, five hig
¢¢ illic in fuis fibris inceperit fraceflere, five reftagnans in pe-
¢ ricardio humor lentus, five mere aqueus fit. Parvos vero
*¢ frequentiores adhuc, vibratos, ac tenfos, cum fapor ejus
% falinus & vellicans eft, Exiles etiam, celeriores, deficien-
¢¢ tefque, fi tanta humoris copia in pericardio contineatur,
¢ quanta fere maxima contineri in eo poteft. At ea pul-

%¢ fiis

——

——
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129" Could the Dropfy of the Pericardium
be difcovered, its Cure may be attempted by
the Medicines propofed for the Cure of the
Hydrops Pectoris, fect, 124 ; but it feldom
yields to internal Remedies ; and it would be a

< fiis inequalitas aliis cordis vitiis communis eft. Tuflim
[

quoque vel nullam vel modicam adjunétam habet & fere
hiccam five cum fputis tantum falivalibus. Difficilis in
eo decubitus & frequens refidendi neceffitas vix unquam

[ 13

%

-~

“¢ incidit ; eaque interdum a cibo, potu, animi aut corporis

£

-

motu, etiam f{i in le€to motus exerceatur. Et quamvis

“ a mediocri quocumaque locali motu i.ngTi—.L":fC;—.t motus

¢¢ cordis, ad tremorem accedens, & una cum eo fpirandi

% difficultas, five potius apneea, & ad flernum oppreffio

% cum f;:'.‘IIIFI.l {]{J]nris & jﬂfja[]ﬁ:w Efllilti!l!::"tg hzc tamen iﬂ

“¢ @groto, ubi moveri defiit & quieti fe tradidit, fi non om-

““ nino, at maxima ex parte eyvaneleunt ; modo ne iis fali-

““ nis aculeis humor pericardii refertus fit, a quibus irrite=

¢ tur & corrodatur {uperficies cordis, quem ad modum eam

¥ leviter corrofam in muliebri cadavere confpeximus, Nec

£ Elbﬁmi“il f}'mjjtshmutn, ]EL‘Et ﬂ:r]m]: UCF:LEUIIL‘ cc;]}{'iﬁ;t[ii*tifj

“ motus ille quoque patiuntur, in quibys non nihil craf-
% fiusalicubi, vel quas membraneo vinculo laxe cordi alliga-

“ tum pericardium invenimus.” Comment. acad, Bononienf.

val. i. p. 38,
bold
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bold, not to fay a rath Attempt, to make an
Aperture into the Pericardium (w).

ASCITES

(w) Monf. de Senac fays, if this Operation is ever thought
neceflary, that we may avoid wounding the Heart, Lungs,
and Mamery Artery,by performing it in the following Man-
ner : Thruft a Trocar between the third and fourth Rib of
the left Side, at two Inches Diftance from the Sternum ; di-
rt'l."_-ling its Point obliquely towards the {-}ri:_:'in of the Car-
tilago enfiformis, and keeping as clofe as poffible to the Rihs,
Traité de la firudlure de Ceeur, tom. ii. Livre iv. chap. v,
». 365.

We have, however, ExamphsﬂFthciﬁrkanﬁwnnhﬁng
opened without deftroying the Patient, in the Commere,
literar. Norimberg, 1734, Hebd. 35- feft. 4. Dr. Stork
tells us, that he caufed the Sternum to be perforated after a
Wound of the Breaft, and let out fix Pounds of Bleod dilut-
ed with Water, By his Orders alfo the left Side of the Tha-
rax of the fame Man was opened, from which more thannine
Poundsof a bloadygelatinous Matter iflued. ThePatientlived
a Month after the Sternum was periorated, and three I};‘l}i‘ﬁ
after opening the Thorax. When the dead Body was ex-
amined, a Wound an Inch long appeared in the Pericardi-
um, which contained fome Pus and adhered to the Heart,
T'here was an Impreflion on the Heart, which he judged to

have

.

e
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AscITES,

130. Water colleted in the Abdomen or
Belly is called Afcites: the Water here
{ooner becomes acrid than in other Dropfies,
by the Agitation it fuffers in different Poftures
and’ Motions of the Body, by the Mixture of
Bile tranfuding through the Coats of the Gall-
Bladder, and the putrid Miafmata which pe=~
netrate through the Inteftines (x).

have been a Wound there.---Galen tells of a Boy, part of
whole Sternum was carious, which he ordered to be cut
away ; and finding part of the Pericardium corrupted, took
it away alfo, and left the Heart guite naked ; and yet the
Boy foon recovered. D anat. adminifiras. lib. vii. cap. 13.

(%) Du Ferney the younger tells us, ' that the Wa-
ter of the Afcites is of various Colours: and Confiften-
ces. When it is like Citron-celoured Peifan, a little
mucilaginous, of an urinous Smell, and z little falt to the
Tafte, it is the leaft dangerous, and the Danger increafes
as it recedes from thefe Qualities. Mem. de " Aead. des Sei-
encesy 1703, See his other Prognoftics in the {ame Place.

When
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When the Patient is ere€t, the Water bears
chiefly on the hypogaftric Region; but when
he lies in an horizontal Pofition it diftends the
inferior Region of the Loins, and the Dia-
phragm bears a confiderable Preflure. The
chylopoietic Organs, macerated and foaked in
the Water, are weakened and do not perform
their Office {ufficiently (y), but being irritated
by the Waters, or rubbed againft one another
while theyare thus foaked,inflame and grow to-
gether (2). The Kidneys being comprefied,
{ecrete but little Urine, fo that the Blooed is not

(y) The Stomach and Inteftines being weakened by foak-
ing in Water, and having little Stimulus from the mild
juices which the Patient’s watery Biood furnifthes, cannot
enough refift the Rarefaltion of the Air they contain, but
are often diftended by it to a larger than ordinary Size ; on
which Account the Ancients mention the Alcites and Tym-

pany as frequently conjoined in the fame Patient.

(2) Whoever has feen many hydropical Bodies opened,
mult have often obferved the Inteftines in the Condition
here mentioned ; and all the Obfervators are full of fuch
Hiltories.

free
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freed of its fuperfluous watery Liquors; and
therefore furnithes Matter to increafe the Dif-
eafe., When the acrid Liquors are abforbed,
they create Thirft, Cough, Fever, Inflamma-
tions, and their Confequences.

131. The Afcites often takes its Rife from
fcirrhous or other confirmed Obftructions of
the Abdominal Vilcera, yields to no Remedies
whatever, and when the Water is drawn off
by tapping is foon collected in as great Quan-
tity as ever.-— When it is occafioned by a lax
and diffolved Blood, the Confequence of fome
acute Diforder, and there is no confirmed Ob-
{truction, it is fometimes cured.

Adfcitical Patients fometimes die fuddenly
withoutany evident Caufe,even when they feerh
to be in a fair Way of Recovery, and moft
of the Water is evacuated (¢). This ofteneft
happens where the Afcites is complicated with
anafarcous Swellings,

y 132. In
.['r-'_:' We meet with -f!'t'l'.iUl:?I.‘][ Inftances of this in l.;rgc Hof-
pitals.~—Richard Cowley, a middle-aged Man, was admitted

inte
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132. In this dangerous Difeafe, 1. Internal
corroborant Medicines, Purgatives, Diuretics,
and Diaphoretics, being applied near the Seat of
the Difeale, have a better Chance of relieving

the

into 8t. George’s Hofpital, the 20th of December 1758, for
an Afcites, attended with anafarcous Swellings of his Legs,
which had come about fix Weeks before, from drinking
cold Small- Beer when he was very hot. He had been cur-
ed of a Dropfy in St. Bartholomew's Holpital, about eight
Months before.—— He was immediately put on dry Diet,
and was ordered eight Grains of the Squill Pills, with two
Qunces of the medicated Ale, Morning and Evening ; and
a Dole of Jalap and. Nitre twice a Week ; by continuing
this Courfe, all his dropfical Complaints were removed by
the End of Fanuary; and he was going to have been dif=
charged the 3d of February, when he complained of a
Pain in his right Thigh and about the Os Ilium, which
was relieved by fomenting the Parts with an emollient De-
coftion,and rubbing with the volatile Liniment ; he had no
Fever, and his Pulfe was calm and regular; he died fud-
denly the sth in the Morning. His Body was opened next
Day, there was no Water in any of the Cavities, nor any
Mark of difeafed Vilcera, except a Firmnefs of the Sub-
ftance of the Liver, and fome flight livid Spots on the In-

teftines ; nor was there any Inflammation to be obferved
O about

<=
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the Patient than in many other incyfted Drop-
fies ; and, 2dly, the Water can be more eafi-
ly and fafely let out than in many other Spe-
cies of them.

133. As in this Difeafe the more is drunk
the greater is the Thirft, and Liquids increafe

about the Thigh or Tlium.— Lancelet Tod was admitted in«
to 8t. George’s Holpital the 14th of December 1763, for an
univerfal Dropfy, which at fit yielded to no Remedies.—
On the 2d of Februzary he complained of a Difficulty of
Breathing, and his Pulie was quick, for which Complaints
he loft eight Ounces of Blood; on the 4th, his Breathing
being eafier, he was ordered a Scruple of Daver’s Powder
to be taken at Bed-Time, every other Nigh t, in a Druu;ht
of warm Sack-Whey, and the Dofe was gradually increafed
to a Drachm, which fweated him profufely, and at firft di-
minifhed his Swellings ; but that Effet ceafing, he was or-
dered, on the gth of March, to take daily two Drachms of
the ':‘-;"_5"“3-25 of Tartar diffulved in "5-\""|nz~~1‘v’h’c}'1 and to
continue the Ufe of the Sweating-Powder; after taking
this Medicine for fome Days, he began to make Water
freely, and his dropfical Swellings to diminifh daily, and
he feemed brifk and lively; but on the 26th of April he
died fu-:'.d:,‘t‘:'.y; his Friends Cﬂrr}'ing off the nvd_‘,‘ L8
no Opportunity of examining it.

the
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the Diforder ; fo, in order to cure it, the fevereft
Abftinence is to be prefcribed, and the Thirft
muft be mitigated or amufed by moiftening
the Fauces (4). Frition (c)and Exercife ought
to be ufed as much as the Patient can conveni-
ently bear ; and Bandages, put round the Abdo-

(8) Dr. Mead knew two Perfons, who, by long abftain-

ing irom Drink, were entirely cured of a fevere Afcites,
Monre. Mledic. cap. viil.

(¢)*s* We formerly mentioned that rul bbing the Belly with
Oii had given Relief in many Cafes, and had cured fome = 3
the following Account (which I had from the fame Gentle-
man from whom [ had feveral others mentioned in this 3d
Edition) ferves to confirm its Ufe. A Woman whole Bel-
ly was much fwelled, after taking the following purging
Medicines frequently without much Benefir,—R. Pulo. ja-
lap gr. xvi. mitrigr, X, aq. fontan. ag. cinam. Sfimp. fingulsa
rum drachmas vi. oxymel Seillst. drachmas tres, M. was or-
dered likewife to foment the Belly, and to rub it ftrongly
with Oil M orning and Eveni ng; foon after begi nning this
Courle, the bw&lllng of her Belly began to fubfide, and by
continuing it for fome Months went entirely away, By
the yth of February 1767, her Menfes which ha ad ftopt re-
turned ; and the Cure was compleated by her drinki Ing a
Gill of an Infufion of the leffer Cent: aury every Morning.

O 2 men,

e
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tl‘*.un::m-ﬁ drawn tighter as the Water 1s evacu-
ated, have been found of the greateft Service.
—Topical Corroborants, and Stimulants, are
ﬁnrnuumca of Ule, and are even faid sg have
cured the Difeafe (d). Emetics (¢) are very

often

) Two People were cured of the Afcites, by a Fe-

(d
mentation compoefed of Aromatics boiled in Wine, and

e N : ;
frequently applied to the Belly. JMdyc. cur. a. n.c. dec- T

g i) o J
ol . 147 —Pentaus recommends a Poultice of Jdbr-

-~
Sfee
o

- g

fus Diabold made by putting the Herb over the Fire, in a

dry Ketile, till it is moift .ned with its own Liquor. This,

he fays, applied to the Abdomen and Reins, caufles Sweat,
and cures the Droply. Philsf. Tranfalt, abridged, wil. 3.

chap. iv, art. 52,

(¢) R. Vini. ipecacoan. drach X.-—- vel R, Pulv. rad.
ipecacoan. fcrup. i tartar. ematic, gr.iil.-—uvel R, Fin. anti-
pnon, Hine. |

¢ Frenim ooft duas vel tres vomendi vices per infufl

<t Etenim poft duas vel tres vomendi vices per infulio-
£ nem crc{:E metallorum cxc:i..u;n:-', aguzx non tam medi-

£t cament 1 {ecretot ia el 'T'I vide ntur, 1] (F15)] r|||'|"|"| ‘]LI‘FI

1 |'{_~:r1:'|--'.1.||5 & clzultris referatis pleno alveo effundi,
e qund fatis conftat ex earundem eruptione atque im-
G g . - g . ~ . =
¢ netu fazpe faflo, inter 1pla vomendi ipatia five intervaila.

¢« Hne interim oblervari velim, quod fi leviufculo aliquo
- . - 1 e N .

¢ yenuris tumore teneatur #ger, non ifa prompte educun=

¢ tur



often beneficial by the Stimulus they give to
the ahin:h:ng Veflels, prm-'uh?d the Head or
Breathing is not too much affected during their
Operation. Cathartics ( ) repeated as often as
the

¢ tur aque per infulionem croci metallorum, ac in afcite

“¢ grandiore ubi ingens aquarum copia ad pefla fuerit.” Sy-

denban de F ;}'rfr'f‘-'}e.

( £) R. Pulv. rhubarb.drach ealomel.gr. vi. [irap. alb,
? _Illf it 'llu |:l -".lﬂll!"- ——T)E }'\. l:l ﬂ'.l ' lfl-.l'IE'.-'"_"_'_l—:' :'r 51 F:.'_F'_
de rhamn. une. 1. tind? '-'-‘."-4I.'=. r.'r".-x 0. 1 mifee.—vel R. Fulv. ja-

4 - i (=]

nll.l-{- ':J-I'.' . "(" -'_- T, -I;I'I v;;
a

gﬂ-,u;:-.f,.‘-;.i':rf‘:. 1. calomel, or. X, mifeecem—vel—R. Pulv. jalan. gy,

x}:','.j'.-'..!r. nilre gr.X. r.rr.-;-'nz.'.

Cremoy. dariar. pr. vill. zinzib. gr.iv. _,l"_11 b, alb. g __,." il .I‘ at
E}ﬂ]‘lﬁ.l-. ahef J{ D“! £x ,.'_'H"-li ‘!1'|’| | ".l" :- _II'| _Il'Ji':.":-'::" .E.F; ;-'-'I'I. 'r'[.—',.'.',-'r

R. Swucer 1rid. noffrat, r,-u;m | R Tartar emetic or. x_l,-’-_';!;';-
in Ag. font. unc. x. & adde Syrup. . Jf' e 1. c Fm.a

I sy y . 3
HHE. 1. oRTRD DoFad aoilec dxellire -'4'. g -—,r ie .". A -", iy ,u '_.l4 3
fl{_.'.l".?.i'-'ﬁ Ruane e FLNTIeN fq.———{3reat 1i|. ariety of II':.Q}[;]:'.-].  UES

§

e D bl B Yot s o 1 1
h'l'i-E been j"'l:"  recemmended o ¥ difierent .l_I.II 1005, the

Elaterium, ]-}C['Ud-fi!:b of the inner Bark of the Elder, and,
in fhort, almelt all the flrong Purges of the Materia Me-
dica.

¢¢ Id diligenter eft obfervandum,(in Hydragoporum nem-
£5 ne u'i__ ut ague ea maxima celeritate exhauria Antur, quam
“ @pri vires ferre queant; utpote qui fingulis diebus ex-
¢ purcari debeat ; nifi -1'*": , five ob nimiam debilitatem
Ak n;{-r[,.;:;:., five propaer 't:lr;*.';'l:qh':i‘.iﬁ D;-EL'HL:.-.;:EL*.'U ;‘.':'.h fatis

O 3 ‘¢ yig-
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the Patient’s Strength can bear, if they eva-
cuate the Water, are extremely ufefal; but if
they have not this Effc@ we ought not to per-
fit in their Ufe, as tney only exbaull the
Strength, without forwarding the Cure:
and Sydenbam very juftly obferves,  that
they ought to be omitted where the Patient is of
a very weakly Conft'tution, and with Women
fubjeé to the Vapours (g); nor can they well

be

¢ yinlentam, dies unus aut alter intercalari poflit. Etenim
¢ {i non nifi poft longa intervalla repetatur purgatio, quan-
¢¢ tumlibet copiofa catharfis preceflerit, aquis denuo affa-
¢ tim colligendis anfam prazbebimus ; adde quod pericu-
¢ Jum eft, ne aquarum inter vifcera mora diuturnior ea-
¢t dem putredine quadam fua inquinet, ac inficiat.—Ex re
¢¢ quogue erit at vefperam opiatum aliquod adhibere ad tur-
< bas 4 purgatione excitatas compefcendas.”  Sydenbani,
Trallat. de L{, ra!r.i-'.'?i‘u'.

(z) ¢ Eft autem, ubi medicamenta omnia, qualis cum-
¢ que demum generis, qu= alvum movent, prorfus omitti
< poflint ac debeant, quoties enim zger conflitutione eft
¢ infirm’ori, vel foemina vaporibus obnoxia, aquarum cva-
€¢ cuatio diureticis folum committenda, inter qua ea funt

efhca-
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be adminiftered where the Afcites is attended
with a Purging, which already weakens the
Patient too much ; in all fuch Cafes Diuretics
and Daphoretics muft be moflly depended up-
on for removing the Diforder. Emetics and
Cathartics given in fmall Dofes, frequently re-
peated, prove {ometimes more powerful Hy-
dragogues than larger Dofes of thefe Medicines
taken at longer Intervals; for they carry off
the Water not only by Steol, bat by Urine
likewife (/4).
Corroborants and Diurecics may be joined with

When Purgatives are given,

efficaciffima, qua ex faiibus lixivialibus fiunt.”  Sydembam.

Procefs. integ. de Hydrope.

(h) R. Oxymel. feillit. drach. 1. f5. agi ciimam. fimp. unc. i.
Spirit. lavend. comp. firup. e cortice aurant. fingnl. drach, i.
mifce. Capiat talem dafin omni quadriboris.—vel R.Pil. ¢ colo-
eynth. fal. fuccin. fimgul. drach. dimid, fyrup. feillit. q. [ ut fant
pel. mviil. capt. dil. bis die.-—uvel R, Elef. ¢ caffia drach. ix.
pulv. rad. jalap. drach.\. ol. flillat. jiniper ferup. . [yrup, zin-
zib, drach. iv. mifce capt. ferup. il ter die.—vel R. Ele&. lenit,
une. il. tartar, emetic. gr. Xii. cogue ex af. fontan. unc. Xvi ad
unc. Xil. cap. unc. ii. emni bora donec laxetur alous & cietur

Coriilis.

04 them,
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them, and are always to be taken (7) in the In-
tervale. However, it ought to be obflerved
that the fame Diuretics will not anfwer in every
Cafe, for often one will have a good £ flelt
when another has had none; the lixivial Salts
have cured Dropfies which yielded nothing to
Squills and Calomel.——8mall Dofes of Calo-
mel have carried off Water where thefe Salts
had no Effe¢t.—And Squills: have an{wered
(), where neither of the other two made any

Im-

(i) R. Fin. amar. lib. ii. capiat unc. ii. ter vel quater die.
el B Pulv, cortic. Perwv. une. il. cort. aurant. une. i. lima=
fur mart unc, dimid. _I.-j-;-f;}‘-r. e cortic. limon. q. . ut fiat eleéluar.
Capiat molem nucts m J';'.I’IJG.E mane I vefperi.-——uel R, _/f.g-,
:'?.f-'.‘?j:';J. Pfl‘r'?:'l". une. v, tinét. firﬁ}.':f;ffc'. N, r.'-'.r?:?.f: beat ﬁr_.l{n?';;f, HHE.
i [s. Syrup. e cort. aurant. unc. i. mifee. Capiat une. i. boris

m.f';-ill'- ¢ .l..l' .

(#) Dr. Savary, Phyfician to his Majclty of France's
Marine Department at Brefl, in the Year 1760, tranflat-
ed this Eflay into the Frenck Langnage. In a Note to this
Chapter on the Afcites he very juitly obferves, that every
judicious Phyfician, when he finds one Clafs of E"."'i:edicim;ds
fail will try another. He fays he has cured feveral Drop-
fies
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Impreflion on the Diforder; -and therefore
where one Diuretic fails, another ought to be
tried (/); and the fame may be faid of Dia-

fies 4y an Iniufion of Juniper Berries in white Wine,
which he mixed with an equal Quantity of nitrated Wa-
ter, and gave three (Glals-full’s in the Day ; and continued
its Ule for a confiderable Time, adding from lime to
Time five or fix Grains of the Powder of Squilis.

He obferves that the Effeét of this Medicine is much
furer in cedematous and anafarcous Cales than in the Afcites,
efpecially where the Difeafe is conhrmed, and the Water
has been already drawn off by tapping ; tho’ he fays that
it will often be of Ufe in fuch Cales, and mentions three
Patients whom he cured with it afier the Operation of the
Paracenthefis had been performed once or twice in each,—
The firft Patient was a Lad between 15 and 16 Years of
Age, whofe Belly was of a monftrous Size, and whofe
Veins were fo much {welled that he feemed ready to fuffo-
cate ; after a large Quantity of Water was drawn off by
tapping, theWound continued to dilcharge for a Fortnight;
the Belly was fomented with difeutient Decodtions, pro-
per Bandages and Comprefles were applied ; and the Pa-
tient took the above-mentioned Infufion of Juniper Berries
with the Powder of Squills, which increafed his Difcharge
by Urine, and he recovered his Health and Strength
daily,

phore-
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phoretics, which have often done great Ser-
vice (m).
134. When

(/).In the Notes to Se&. 43. we nientioned fuveral
dropfical Cafes which were cured by bringing out sweats.

B. Pulv. anadyn, Dovers, unc. dimid. capiat a pr. X. ad
ﬁ'?‘:ff;:':."_ ii. b. 53 adde pro re nata j:;a'.':l vol. antmaniac. gr. X .—
—awel R. Sal wolat. ¢. cervi, gr.ox. opi gr.oii. mithridat,
ﬁrnp. £ m, Jr‘?.-.f:‘ bolus fumendus cum ZLer in leflum I,-"F' Féce=
perit.—vel R.  Vin. antimomal. drachm 1. Tind. Thebaic.
J':'}'rr_p_ I .r.!.r.i.-"-.- ¢y capiat [udort accinifus.~— vel B.. Theviac an-
dromach. drachm. dimid. capiat in leflo, fuperbibends ag. bor-
deat. calid. lib. 1. acidulat, cum [pirit. vitriol. fort. gutt, xx.
ﬁ'ﬂ:jh Lmon, mnc. 1, ——vel B. 8al ammeniac. vegetabl,
Jerup. it folve in feri vines. tepid. wnc. Vil &F repet. omni di-
midia bora ad duas vel tres vices, uf eliciatur fudsr. Sée other
Formulae of this Kind in Notes to Sedt. 72. c.

Tho' vegetable ammsniacal Salts have long been ufed ina
Jiquid Form, yet it has been alledged by Macguer and
other Chymilts, that a folid vegetable ammoniacal 3alt,
made by the Mixture of the vegetable Acid and the volatile
Atkali, was difficult to be prepared ; but a beautiful chryf-
tallifed neutral Salt may be eafily obtained by faturating a
Solution of the volatile Sal Ammoniac, with the Chryiftals
of Tartar, and then evaporating the Liquor with a flow
Fire till it come to the Confiltence of a Syrup, and letting
it {tand for fome Days in a cool Place ; and it is this Salt

which I have here called Sal vegetabilis ammaniacus.

I QR e
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134. When the Belly is much difended
with Water, the Patient is not only affl.ted
with

f44) Mary iVevil, a Woman 48 Years of Age, was ad-
mitted into 8z, Gesrge's Hofpital, the 29th of Augty? 1759,
for an Alcites which had began in November 1758. Her
Belly was large, fhe had a perpetual Dioughr, a Difficul-
ty of Breathing, could not flecp at Night, and made but
very little Water, and that of a hizh Colour ; fhe was or-
dered the faline Draughts four Times in the Day; an A-
nodyne Draught with a Seruple of the Lixivium Tartari
every Night at Bed Time, and a Dfe of Jalap and Nitre
twice a Week. By continuing this Cou:fe fhe made Wa-
ter freely, and the Swellings diminifhed daily. She was
difcharged, feemingly in good Health, the 1oth of Ofsber:
I never faw the Woman fince, but have been told that the
continued well for five or fix Months, when, catching a
frefh Cold, her Diforder returned, and the died.

Dorothy Perry, a middle-aged Woman, was admitted
into 8z, Gesrge's Hofpital, the 24th of OFober 1759, for an
Alcites and anafarcous Swellings of the Legs, which came
after a Fever; fhe was ordered ten Grrains of the Squill
Pills in a faline Draught, Morning and Evening, and a
Dofe of Jalap and Nitre twice a Week, which removed
her dropfical Complaints in a Month’ Time, at the End
of which fhe was feized with a Pleurify, which was cured

1}:,"
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with a Difficulty of Breathing and Coughing,
occafioned by the Compreffion of the Dia-

phragm,

by Bleeding and the antiphlogiftic Medicines, and fheayas
difmiffed, feemingly in good Health, the sth of December,

Margaret Gibfon, a middle-aged Woman, was admit-
ted into 5¢. George’s Hofpital, the 28th of Adarch 1764, for
an Afcites attended with anafircous Swellings of the Legs,
which had come about a Month before from catching
Cold ; at firft {he had the Squill Pills Morning and Even-
ing, and Phyfic twice a Week; but thefe having no Ef-
fect on her Dilorder, fhe was ordered halfa Drachm of the
Lixivium Tartari in a Draught three times a Day in place
of the Squill Pills ; but after continuing this Courfe for a
1~"|;-1-:nighl_ longer without an],.’c].m.'!gr_' in her Diforder, on
the 27th of April fhe was ordered to lay afide all her former
Medicines, and to take two Drachms of the Chryftals of
Tartar diflolved in Water in the Day; on the 30th fhe
complained of being coftive, and was ordered half an Qunce
of the Sa/ catharticum amarum, and two Drachms of Man-
na, to be diffolved in fix Ounces of Almond and Emulfion,
to be taken occafionally ; in about four Days after this
fhe began to make Water freely, her Swellings decreafed
daily, h;md fhe was difcharged, feemingly in good Health,
the 8th of Fune,

«'s A Phyfician of Eminence, whole Veracity may be
entirely relied on, told me that an Aid-de-Camp of the late

Marfhal
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phragm, which prevents the free Paflage of the

Blood thro’ the Lungs; but the Ablorption of
the

Marfhal Saxe had affured him, that the Marfhal had been
twice tapped for a Droply in the Year 1745, and bhad been
cured by the following Medicine : Take three large Hand-
fulls of Broom-Afhes burnt in a {mothered Fire, boil them
in four Englifh Pints of French white Wine to two, and ftrain
it for Ufe. This whole Quantity was drunk every Morning
for fome Time, and brought away a large Quantity of Wa-
ter by Urine, and with it a great deal of Slime mixed with
Water.

.*. The fame Gentleman, gave me the following Ac-
count :—In Fuly 1756, a Dragoon of the roth Regiment,
after drinking cold fmall Beer when very hot, became drop-
fical ; he was tapped, but only a fmall Quantity of Water
came away. He began to fwell again, when the Surgeon
of the Regiment gave him 15 Grains of Quickfilver, killed
in Balfam of Sulphur, every Night at Bed-Time, and
twelve Grains of Rhubarb next Day. Thefe Medicines
kept his Belly open, proved ftrongly diuretic, and removed
all his dropfical Complaints. He lived in good Health for
three Years after, but then relapfled and died.

See Examples of the Effelts of thefe different Claffes of
Medicines in Notes to Indication I, and 1I. of Part L.
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the dropfical Water (the only Cure of this Dif-
eafe) is extremely diminithed, or ceafes entire-
ly. On thefe Accounts it is neceffary to let
out the Water by Tapping, tho few who-have
undergone the Operation have obtrined a com-

plete and lafting Cure, but have been fubjeét
to Relapfes (#).

135. The Place to be chofen for the Paracen-
thefis or Tapping is the middle Point between
the Navel and the upper anterior Spinal Pro-

cels of the Qs Ilium, where there is neither

too great Thicknefs of the containing Parts,
nor any Tendon, large Veffel, or Nerve, in
Hazard of being wounded, and the Water can
cafily run off (0).—If a fmall Incifion thro’ the

(#) ¢¢ Deinde, ut inde caeperit, tamen aqua nifi emittitur,
“ quz contra naturam ibi fubftitit, & jocinori & ceeteris
““ interioribus partibus nocet. Convenitque corpus nihilo-
““ minus effe curandum. Neque enim
“ fed medicinz locum facit

Celf. Ib, iii. cap. a1,

fanat emiflus humor,

> quem wntus inclufus impedic,”

Sfiitl
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.Skin is firlt made with a Lancet, where the
Perforation is intended to be made with the
Trocar, the Inftrument pierces with much lefs
Force thaii 15 otherwife required ; and this
ought always to be done previous to the Ope-
ration when there is but little Water in the
Belly, in order that the Danger of hurting any
of the Vifcera may be avoided.

136. The Ancients obferving, that Pa-
tients who were tapped were liable to fall
into fainting Fits, and even to the Hazard
of Life itfelf, when much Water was let
out at once, imagined thefe Symptoms
were owing to the animal Spirits flowing
out with the Water, and therefore drew it

(¢) The common Direflions of Tapping four or five
Inches below the Navel, and as much to one Side, become
yery precarious, and of confequence oftén dangerous when
the Belly is diftended with Water; fince a Point thus

defcnibed muft vary according to the different Degrees of

Diftenfion of the Belly.—See thefe Reafons more fully ex-

plained, the neceflary Directians about the Manner of per-
j-lf]fi]'li.ﬂi_"_' the (_]}}I‘rii:ﬂnﬂ, and the ij«'-"!;i.:l'i[}t:.ﬂll Uf a E,;.!{- Pro-

per to be uled, in Med. Effays, veol. i, art 18,

oft

L
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off at different Times (p), that too much
might not be wafted at once; but Dr. Mead
fully (¢) demonftrated in 1705, that thefe Ap-
pearances depended entirely on thie-Preflure
made by the Water on the furrcunding Parts

being too fuddenly removed ;

; and proper Ban-
dages have been fince contrived to remedy this
Inconvenience. For by thefe Means the fame
Freffure can be kept on the Belly, during and
after tapping, as before the Operation : in de-
termi ring which, the greater or lefs Difficulty
of Breathing f{erves as a fure Criterion (7). The
general

(p) ¢ Per hane (nempe fiftulam) effundendus humor eft :
€ atque ubi major pars ejus evocata elt, claudenda demiflo
*¢ linteolo fiftula eft; & in vulnere, {1 id uftum non eft, re-
¢ linquinda. Deinde per infequentes dies circa fingulas
¢¢ heminas emittendum, donec nullum aque veftigium ap-
¢ pareat.”  Celfi lib. vii. cap. xv.

(g) See Mead. monit. med. eap. viii.

1 Y B

(r) I have more than once feen the bad Confequence of
not obferving this Precaution of keeping a proper Comprel-
fion on the Abdomen in the Time the Water is letting out,

by
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general Practice now is to let out all the W

Va-
ter at once ; by which there is lefs Danger,
than by the old Method of Gangrene in the
Orifice madc in the Teguments ; or of a
Tympany, by Want of Compreflion on the
Inteftines ; or of the r;'t'zminir‘.g Warter mace-

rating the Bowels, or becoming acrid, and

eroding them by the Admiflion of Ajp to

o A

the Cavity of the Abdomen

If the Matter contained in the Abdomen is

|9 ]+ L DA e
either too thick to Aow throuch the Cannula

of a Trocar, or if Hydatides be mixed with

the Water (s), the Orifice is to be enlarged by

an

by the Patient’s falling into a fainting Fit;-and afterwards,

when the Water has been arain colleded

ed and let out, it has

been tinged with Blood, owine to the want of proper Com -

preflion at the former Tapping,

(s) See the Cafe of a middle-aged Man, who was tapped
for a Dropfy of the Belly, but the Liquor

being too thick
to pals through the Cannula of

a 1rocary an lncilion was

made into the Abdomen, through which, in two Davs
4!-.. L I1-|::",'l_f

7

—
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an Incifion wide enough to let out the extra-
vafated l.iquors. Or if the Abdomen happens
at any Time to be preternaturally divided into
two Cavities by the Concretion® of any
of the Vilcera to the Peritoreum (£), and
both are full of Water, both muft be tapped.

137. In order to prevent the Return of the
Dropfy after tapping, it has been propofed to
injet fome aftringent Liquor into the Cavity
through the Cannula immediatély after the Wa-

twelve German Meafures of a thick gelatinous Liquor,
mixed with a Number of Hydatides, fome as big as a Hen's
Egg, fome no bigger than an Ant’s, were evacuated,

Philofoph. Tranf. No. 370. fei. 4.

(2) See fuch a Cafe in the Medical Effays, vil. iv. art. 0.
where the upper Part of the Omentum had grown all round
to the Peritoneum, and thereby formed two Cavities in the
Abdomen ; from the upper one of which the Water was

not voided when it was let out of the lower one by tapping,

fer
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ter is all let out (%) ; or to caufe fuch a Liquor
to enter by one Pipe of a double Trocar,
while the Water is running out at the o-
ther (w) ; but there have not yet been f{uffici-

(u) Mr. Chriflspher W arwick, Surgeon at Truro, relates
the Cafe of a Woman (Ffame Roman) into whofe Abdomen
he injected a large Quantity of Liquor made with two-thirds
of Claret and one of Briffal Water mixed together, after
extralting by the common Operation of the Paracentelis
thirty fix Pounds of a greenifh tranfparent Lymph : and a
Relaple was prevented by thefe Means. When a large
Quantity of the Injection was in her Belly, a pungent Pain
poffefled her Breaft, frequently darting through all the
Vifcera, her Breathing became extremely difficult, her
Pulfefaultered, fhe fell intoSyncopes, and became {peechlefs.
Philofoph. Tranf. No. 472. fefl. 3.—Brunner propofed that
Tin&ure of Myrrh and Alloes, with camphorated Spirit of
Wine, fhould be inje@ed into the Belly, to prevent the Re-
turn of the Afcites. Mif, Cur. a. n. ¢. dec, 2. ann. 8. Jebal.
ad obf. 100.  But this would furely be too acrid, as we may
judge from the Effe@s juft now related of a much milder
Liquor, the Claret and Brifisl Water, and from the violent
Inflammation which Spirits thrown into the Scrotum railed.

(w). This is the Propofal of the ingenious Dr. Hale.
Philsf. Tranf. No. 472. fell. 4.
P2 ent
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ent Trials made for determining how far this
Method may be depended u pon.

136. After the Water is drawn off by tap-
ping, the Stomach and Inteftine;, having lefs
Affiftance than formerly from the Mufcles of
the Belly, which do not immediately recover
their Tone {o as to prefs with fufficient Force
on thofe Bowels, generally are inflated, and the
Patient is affected with Anxiety, Gripes or
Spafms. When thefe Symptoms come on
afrer tapping, or after the Operation of Eme-
tics or Purgatives, the moft effeCtual Remedy
1s an Anodyne, which under thefe Circum-
ftances generally becomes a powerful Diure-

tic ().

(%) R. Ag. menth. piperit. fimp. unc.i. cinnamon fpir. wnc.
drened, 2inél. a'.-'_.'}-"i':ﬁ}'. drach. 1. tind. thebare. gt xi. fariar.
lixiv. )':-J-,-.-‘,-} i __,n’j'r.r.rj-‘:. alth, drach. i. m:_,.'E:' pre banflu e f pre riing.
vel R. ag. menth, fimp. unc. i. menth. piper ite jpir. wne. dimgd,
tincl, | thebate. putt x). vin. antiman, gutt. 1. fyrup. ex.

githe, e.-."ln"f.-'l.i-' 1L I.'.’.-_.f'. Iy 5.
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139. When the Diforder has originally be-
oun with anafarcous Swellings, and the Af-
cites is complicated with the Anafarca, fome-
times Scurifications or Pun&ures made in the
lower Extrem.ities will ferve to evacuate the

1

Water (y) from the Abdomen ; for when the

Water of the cellular Membranes which
comprefied the abforbent Veins of the Perito-
neum, ‘and ‘prevented them from performing

their Office, is difcharged, then thefe Vefiels,

=~

if in a {fbund State, foon take up the extrava-
fated Fluids lodged in the Cavity of the Abdo-
n‘ei-&.

140. After the Water is evacuated, the Pa-
tient maft perfilt in the Ufe of thofe Medi-

(y) See a remarkable Inftance of the Cure of an uni-
veifal Droply effefted by Scarifications and Punétures,
and the Ule of the laxative mercurial Pills and Diuretics
after the Operation. Edin. F.’ff_’;':l'_ E5 Literar. Effays, wvel. ii.
Art. 22. and feveral Inftances of the fame Kind in La
Motte’s Traité de Chirurg. complete, tom, W, obferv. 119,
and in other Authors.

A = C
| cines




21

2F T HE DR Y 5

A
&4

cines which promote the natural Secretions,
and carry off the hydropic Water, for there 19
always Danger of a frefh CollecCtion being
formed ().

141. If

(=) Fan Sweiten mentions a Cafle from the Mem. de
I'Aead. des Sciences; 1703, p. 175, of a Girl twenty Years
of Age, who had an Afcites for three Years; fhe was
tapned three Times, and between four and five Pints of a
flimy black Water drawn off cach T'ime. After the third

tapping fhe was ordered a Decoction of Urtica, Iris, and the
Acetefa vetund. foli. which proved a flrong Diuretic, and

h;l:f-t'h:: Water fhe made was {limy and black, refembling
what had been brought away by tapping. She recovered
her Health, was married, and had Children.—A Woman
thirty-fix Years of Age, ill of an Alcites, which had come
f'-.--:.r]*.. a watery Tumor of the Abdomen burfting into its
Cavity, was thrice tapped, and from the laft Time the
Operation was performed fhe began to recover, and in
fome Time brought forth a healthy Child. By com-
puting from the Birth of the Child, it appeared that fhe
was three Months gone in her }':'r':'_::r:;{'.*.n":: before the Pa=
racentefis was ficft performed, of which fhe had no Sufpi-
cion herfelf. See Edin. Medic. Effays, wol. vi. art. 64—
A Lady
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141. If the Obftru&ions fhould be remov-
ed, the Corroborants and other Remedies for-
merly mentioned in Se&. 51. fhould be em-
ployed to ftrengthen the Patient, and prevent
a Relaple.

142. In People who have the Afcites, and
at the fame Time are affli¢ted with the true
Hernia, the Water commonly makes its Way
into the Hernial Sac, to form either a Hydro-
cele or Hydromphalus, according to where
the Hernia is ; and frequently where there 1s

A Lady, fifty Years of Age, labouring under an Afcites,
for which fhe had been thrice tapped, and taken many
purgative and diuretic Medicines without Effect, was ad-
vifed to take every Morning and Evening a Spoonful of
unbruifed Muftard Seed, and to drink after it a Pint of a
Decoétion made of the Tops of Broom. In three Days
fhe was fenfibly relieved, the Medicine purged her fome-
times for two or three Days, and made her pafs, at leaft,
hetween two and three Quarts of Urine every Day. She
perfifted in the Ufe of thefe Medicines, and was cured
without a Relaple.  Mead. Monit. medic. cap. viil,

{ no
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Abdomen. occafions anafarcous Swellings o
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tae ocrotum In Menp, and: at other Times the

Water ih the Belly diftends the Nawvel (efpe«
v ik AT

: { Ty (- S R e
";.---:.. E--L ¥ (.-'._l__...".' FRERD 11 Wwd

tery Tumor.
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1473. LR appencages. of the Afcites (Ef

they may be {o called), when the ey have a

Communication with the Water in the Abdo<
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men, may be- emptied either by, 1f
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ing a Purncture with a Lancet or a Trocar in the
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melc Gepending Part of the Tumor, when the
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fame (a4} Precautions are to be obferved as af-

common Operation of the Paracente-

{a) Riverius gives - a Cafe of an Afcites accompanied
with the Hydromphalus, where the Patient was cured by
letting out the Water-at the prominent Navel. O, com-
ted by Du ..I':l:'r}f:jr
2.~—>5ee a Number of '
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e II'. dromphalus in .|"l metns and - Seby
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fis, with this Addition, that a Gangrene is
here more to be apprehended by the fudden
collapfing of the Teguments, and therefore
the Corroborants prefcribed in Sed. 72. 4.
ought to be diligently made Ufe of. Some-
times the Slin of the Navel or Groin is burit
by the diftending Water ; in which Cafes it
s to be treated as if an Incifion had been
made.

144. T

he Hydrops Afcites Siccus, or Tym-
it

than what was mentioned in Sect. 130. Note

y. And when it is feen without a Dropfy, is

not a Difeale caufed by Water, and therefore

no Part of my prefent Subject (4).

Dropsy

(&) Mr. Littre; in the Memairs of the Academy of Sci-
ences at Paris, for the Year 1713, affirms that the Air in
this Diforder, the T'ympany, is ailways confined within the
Cavity of the Inteftines, and is never lodged within the
Cavity of the Abdomen; and hence, although the true

Tympany
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Dropsy between the TunNicAa VAGINALLs
and TEsTI1s.

145. Water colle@ed between the Vaginal
and proper Coat of 'the Tefticle, hinders the
- Tefticle

} il | Tympany is {o often mentioned by the Antients, and we
il have feveral Cafes of it related by the Moderns, fome
]| Prallitioners have begun to doubt of its Exiftence. The
| following Cafe is a Proof that it is fometimes to be met
Sl with,  On the 12th of March 1757, 1 was defired to be
i prefent at the Opening of the Body of a Woman ( Mrs.
Miller) in Swallsw Street, who had died about fourteen
Days after Child-birth. The Abdomen was fwelled as
much as if fhe had been in the Jaft Month of her Preg-
nancy, and felt as if it was filled with Air, A long In-
cifion was made with Care through the Skin and Mufcles
quite to the Peritoneum, and then a fmall Pun@ure was

made through it on the left Side of the Navel; immedi-

ately fuch a vaft Quantity of feted Air ruthed out through
the Orifice, as obliged us to open all the Windows of the
4 Room in which the Corpfe lay, and the Swelling of the
Belly fubfided entirely. The Blade of a Pair of Sciffurs
was then put into the Pun&ure, and the Integuments be-

ing
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Tefticle from being felt, by which Circum-
ftance this Kind of internal Hydrocele is dif=

tinguithed from the others.
146. When

ing raifed up fom the Inteftines, one Incifion was made
down to the Pubis, and another up to the Cartilago Enfi-
formis. The Operator finding the Integuments every
where free from the Inteftines on the left Side, made a
crofs Incifion from the Navel down towards the Quadra-
tus Mufcle of the Loins. Having now a full View of the
Cavity of the Abdomen, the Inteftines appeared to be of
the common Size, and not at all diftended with Air more
than common. Omn the left Side they had here and there a
little Rednels on their Surface, but otherwile feemed to be
in a natural Condition ; in the right Side they were more
inflamed, and adhered to the Peritoneum almoft every
where between the Ribs and Spine of the Ileum.

We then turned over the Inteftines very carefully, and
examined whether we could find any Hole in them, or
Feeces in the Cavity of the Abdomen ; but we could dif-
cover neither. In the Pelvis there was about three Pints
of a clear green-coloured fetid Water. A fmall Quantity
of well-concoéted, but fetid Pus lay below the Sac of the
Colon, and on the Mefentery, below fome of the Folds
of the Ileum near it ;—the Bladder was much inflamed ;
wthe Uterus feemed to be quite found, and was near
twice

s
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146." When this Difeafle is recent, efpecially
in young Patients, it is fometinies cured by the

aromat:ic

twice the Size of the Uterus Virpineus of an Aduls The

Spleen and Kidnies were in a matura) State - the Liiver had
& flight Degree of Rednefls on its lower Part

After we.-bad examined every Thing we could without
making Ufe of the Knife, an Attempt was made to diffeét
the Inteftines from the Peritoneum at the Part where they
adhered;. aod a. Number of Colle@ions of Matter were
oblerved, fome on the Qutfide of the Peritoneus n, and o=
thers between the Peritoneum and Int ii.'.".fs. Very fcon

the (..-:|J'. rator either cut or tore the Coats of {ome Part ol

the Inteflines, and the Cavity of the Abdomen was over-
flowed with liquid Feeces, which put.a Stop to our further
Enquiries,

Upon examining into the Hiftory of this Woman, her
Mother told us that fhe never had | had any zcute Inflam-
mation of her ric ght ::.i;.k:, 1:111: that for fome Months of
her Pregnancy f"'..-u had complained of Stitches and Pains
of that Side, attended with Sickne(s ; that the fecond or
third Day after her Deli ivery, fhe was very feverifh and
f.li_h and had fwelled ip ahout [1:,';_-;1[_-:'-,.flrur Hours to thar
monftrous Size we had feen her of

Was this a true Tympany, :-ri.']l*\;; from fome very {mall
Hole of the Inteltines, which allowed the Air but not the

Foeces

P
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aromatic Fumes, and {uch like ; Formule of
which were fet down in Notes to Se&: 72. a.
Other difcutient penetrating Medicines (¢) have
fometimes a like good kffect. During their Ufe
the Scrotum muft be always well fufpended by a
proper Bandage, and repeated Dofes of Purga-
sives {houla be givf_n.

147. If thefe do not fucceed, a Pun&ure may
be made into the hydropic Sac with a Lancet
to evacuate the Water.  Surgeons commonly
do this with a Trocar; but it is not {o good an
Inftrument as the Lancet, efpecially when the
Quantity of hydropic Water is fmall ; for there
is a greater Rifk of wounding the Telticle with

Feeces to pafs { Or, was the Air generated in the Cavity
of the Abdomen by putrid Humours ! The firft feems to me
to be the moft probable Conjecture.

(¢) R. Rad. bryon. alb. unc. ii. __i-":.-". cicut. vuly. recent, ma-
;:.;J;‘J. il. mefce, et coque n g j: ag. fent. ut frat [l a. cataplafm,
cif adde SN G, tn acet. _,.-";i'.’. r,"'E..';:'. LR, _..l’}. &l ‘;-m'm:q
drach, 1ii.

aTrg-
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a Trocar than with the Lancet (d). As the
Water may be expe&ted foon to colle& again,

this Method is called the Imperfect or Pallia-
tive.

145. After tapping, the Methods of inje&-
ing ftrengthening Liquors (e), or “of exciting
Inflammation by the Introduétion of extrane-

ous

' (d) See in Med. Effays, Val. v. Art, 22.aCafe where a
violent Inflammation and Suppuration of the Tefticle was

probably caufed by the Point of a Trocar hurting the
Tetticle.

(¢) Dr. G. Minrs, taking the Hint from the Method
propofed by my Father of curing the Hydrocele by raifing a
fmall-Degree of Inflammation, attemped to make a radical
Cure in the following Manner : having let out the Water
of a large Hydrocele that had been often tapped, he inje@-
ed a little Spirit of Wine into the Scrotum, which raifed
fo violent an Inflammation as to bring the Patient into great
Danger; but by bleeding the Patient pretty freely, he was
at length relieved. He recovered, and has never fince had
a Return of the Hydrocele. This violent Inflammation,
which the ardent Spirits brought on in this Patient, induced
him to try a milder Remedy in the next Cafe that offered ;
when
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ous Bodies (f), may fometimes be put in
Pradtice, in order to prevent a Return; tho’
the Operation to be mentioned in the next
Section is in general to be preferred.

149. To make a radical Cure, it is necef-
fary to open the Tumor by a large Incifion,
to cut away Part of the Integuments and Cyft,
taking particular Care that the Teflicle do not
{tart out at the Orifice, but be retained within
the Scrotum (g). If an Hemorrhage enfues,

the

when having let out the Water, heinjected fome Claret
into the Scrotum, by which Means only a flight Degree of
Inflammation was raifed ; but it fuccecded to his With by
completing a Cure : fince which Time he has made feve-
ral radical Cures by this Remedy alone.—Mr. Sharp had
the fame violent Degree of Inflammation follow the Injec-
tion of Spirit of Wine, Operat. Chap. ix. Cafe 4.

(f) In Med. Effays, Vel. v. Art. 22. a Propofal is made
of exciting Inflammation, after tapping for Water fur-
rounding the Tefticle, by letting the Cannula remain
fometime within the vaginal Coat to rub on the Tefticle.

(g) I have more than once feen the Tefticle remain out
of the Cavity of the Scrotum after this Operation till it
was

-
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the proper Means for ftopping it are to be em-
Ployed (%) ; after this it is to be treated a5 a

=

common

was covered with Flefh, and thep with a new Skin. Hil-
danus gives a Cafe of an Alcit
prodigioufly, and then
that the Tefticles were

es where the Scrotum (welled
gangrened and {hu ned off, fo

left Qe lite bare ; and ex .!'I.’.ilu-; all the

bydropic Water was evacuated this Way, granulated Flefl

arofe from the Tefticles, and a Callus over that, which

ferved by way of a Scrotum the Patient was quite cured
of his Dropfy, and afterwards had {feveral Children, Of.

Cent. 1. OBf. 48.

lf’; f'LI ,.I” -',_.,-,.': ]]‘H. J] T ms: 'J £ a frI‘t'” F'“I"u.

ation, with
a :';Lmtmrr Scalpel, into the §¢ rot

um of a Perfon, in order
to evacuate the Water of an Hy:

irocele, abouyt twelve
QOunces of pure B

lood ran out of r‘m Orifice after the Wa-

ter was r_"u';u:'uatmi, without any Pain or Upes alinefs, Next

]_};n' the Patient perceived a ore: at Weight and Fulnefs of
that Teflicle: ap Incifion wn then made into the T unica
Vaginalis, and a great Quantity of thi k coapulated Blood

was difcharged ; the Wound was properly drefled

fied, and the
Cure went on without any other Accident ; for in three
Weeks Time the T unica Vaginalis grew fo firmly to the
Tefticle, that the P atient never had a Return of his Hy-

grocele. Med, Eflaysy Fol. i, Ars,

14.—8¢e two other
Cales

i S-S
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common Wound. An Inflammation generally
follows, and either a great Part of the Cyft
floughs off, or granulating Fleth arifing from
its Surface, its Sides grow together, and a
Cure is compleated.

150. But if neither of thefe happen, and the
outer Edges of the cut Cyft are likely to con-
crete fo as to leave a Cavity within, the Cyfk
may, be fo much irritated as to excite an In-
flammation, without which a Cure cannot be
made, as the Sac otherwife continues to furnith
a conftant Supply of Water, which produces
a Fiftula, or elfe the Orifice thuts up, and the
Hydrocele is foon formed again. The Irrita-
tion muft, however, be made very cautioufly ;
for it is often followed by violent Inflamma-
tion and Fever (7). When Pus is difcharged

from

Cales of Hamorrhages after this Operation in Mr, Sharp’s
Operat.: Chap. ix.

(/) See Cafes of Cures of Hydroceles performed by raif-
ing Inflammation in Notes to Se&ion 164. and in Medical
Effaysy Vel v. Art. 22. and the Additions at the End of
Q that

I B
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from the Cavity, there are Hopes, of a Cure s
for then granulated Flefh arifes from the Cyft
to fill 1t up, or to make its Sides grow toge-
ther.

151. Of late it has been propofed to perform
the radical Cure, by cutting away the greater
Part of the Tunica Vaginalis, and then to treat
it as a common Wound (4).

PRETER-

that Volume.~The firlt three Patients on whom My,

Sharp performed the Operation of laying epen the vaginal
Coat of the Tefticle in the Hydrocele, were in great Dan-
ger from the Fever and Inflammatipn which came on after
it. Operat. Chap. ix.

(%) Since the firlt Edition of this Efflay, the Jate My,
Douglafs publithed a Treatife on the Hydrocele, in
which, the cutting away the greater Part of the Tunica
Vaginalis, in the following Manner, is recommended as
the fafeft and beft Method of making a radical Cure,

Having laid the Patient in a proper Poflure, an oval
Piece of the Skin is to be taken away, beginning a little
above the upper Part of the Tumor down to the Bottom, the
wideft Part of the Incifion being almeoft equal to the wideft
Part




Preternatural Hydropic Cyfts.

152, The preternatural Cyfts formed by wa-
tery Collections, were, in their found State, all
of

Part of the Tumor; then the Cyft is to be opened by a
fmall Incifion, and to be dilated its whole Extent with a
Pair of probe pointed Sciffars. After this the Tefticle is to

be carefully fupported by an Afliftant, while the Operator

feparates the Cylt every where from the Skin, and then
cuts it clofe to the Margin of the Teflicle and fpermatic
Cord. In doing this, too much of the Cy& fhould not be
taken up at once, as it is fcarce poffible to pare it off fo
as not to leave fome behind, which by all Means fhould be
avoided. The other Side is to be cut away in the fame
Manner, until all the Cyft, excepting what covers the
fpermatic Cord, is entirely removed. This done, the
Tefticle is to be replaced, the Cavity filled up with =
Lint, and a thin Pledget of Tow fpread with it i
overit ; and the whole Scrotum to be covered with an e-

mollient Cataplafm, and fecured with a proper Bandage.
Q2 The
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of them Spaces between the cellular Mem-
branes. For whenthe Paffagesfrom one, two, or
more of them into the neighbouring Cells are
ftopped, their Sides being diftended, the Mem-
branes of the feveral furrounding Cells are

The Advantages which Mr. Douglaf alledges that this
Method of operating has, are ; that by removing the Sac
the great Inflammation, Pain, and fymptomatic Fever,
which, he fays, attend the common radical Cure till fuch
Time as the Cyft floughs off and feparates, are prevented ;
that a good Suppuration foon enfues without any violent
Symptoms; and that a Cure is completed without any
Danger of a Relaple. See his Treatife on the Hydrocele,
Chap. iv.

Whether this Mcthod has really fuch Advantages over
the common radical Cure, the future Experience of Sur-
geons muft determine.

This Method of Cure is asold as Celfus’s Time, and has
been propofed in fome Cales by fome late Wrriters, as Mr.
Deuglafs oblerves :

< 5i ferotum, & (ub hoc protinus vitium eft, nihil aliud
¢ quam humor eft effundendus, abfcindendeque membra.
¢ na funt, {i quz eum continuerunt ; deinde eluendum id
¢ ex aqua, qua vel falem adje@um vel nitrum habeaz: i
¢ {ub media, imave tunica, totz hz extra fcrotum colle-
“ cande excidendzque funt.” Celfl lib. vii. cap, 21.

br:}ught
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brought and prefled together, fo as to form a
firm membranous Sac; the more fuch a Sac
is diftended, the more Membranes are com-
pacted together ; and the longer they conti-
nue in this State, the greater Thicknefs and
Firmnefs do they acquire. This is the Rea-
fon why the Cyfts of fuch Sorts of Tumors
are generally thick in Proportion to their Size
and Continuance,

153. What is here faid concerning the
Formation of the Hydatides, or Veficles full
of Water, will, I believe, be granted in re-
lation to the thick firm ones placed under the
Skin 3 but different Opinions have been formed
about thofe that are often feen upon the
Bowels, or found floating in Liquors within
them.

154. Some have imagined thefe Bodies to be
diftended lymphatic’ Veflels; but there has

been no Cafe yet mentioned where they fol-

Q 3 lowed
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lowed the known Courfe of the Lymphatics,
nor any fimilar Inftance produced of any other
Veflel in the Body being capable of fo great
Diftention. I have feen Hydatides in the Ab-
domen larger than a common Orange, which
1s equal in Size to the largeft Aneurifm of the
Aorta, where there was no Rupture of the Vef-
fel, though the Aorta is at leaft three hundred
‘T'imes bigger than the largelt Lymphatic, and
its Coats proportionally ftrong and able to bear
the great Diftention. Join to this the In-
{tances of a Number of Hydatides being found
floating in Hydropic Waters, Hou/ton Philgf.
Tranflat. No. 381. feét. 3. Ruyfch. obferv,
anat. chirurg. obferv, 65,Smelly’s Cafes, Collec-
tion 8. p. gg. of larger Veficles containing lefler
ones, and a Number of thofe again contained in
onz large Sac, Aé. Petropol. tom. 1. . 379.
tie Want of a due Force to feparate thefe
foppofed diftended Veflels from their Attach-
ments ; and we fhall readily be convinced

that
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that Hytatides are not diftended lymphatic
Veflels.

155. Ruyfeh’s Opinion of Blood-Vefiels dege-
nerating into Hydatides, is what I can form no
Idea of ; although I can eafily fee how Hyda-
tides, when once formed, thould by their Pref-
fure on the neighbouring Veffels prevent Li-
quors from pafiing through them, and how,
if this Preffure continue long, their Sides may
grow together, and the Veflels become im-
pervious. See Ruyfeh. adverf. anat. dec. 2. p.
24. and Thef. 1. a. 2, 1. 2. 12,

176. Others have imagined that the Coats of
thefe Hydatides were formed by the Particles
of vifcid extravafated Liquors attracting one
another, and forming themfelves into Pellicles
round the hydropic Waters. It cannot be de-
nied that fuch vifcid Liquors are capable of
being formed into Membranes ; but the Dif-
ficulty is to conceive how fuch a Pellicle fhould

Q 4 form
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neighbouring Parts, unlefs we {uppofe them
firlt to attach themfelves to the Sides of the
i Cavity, and afterwards to be feparated by the

l | Liquors thrown out by the Mouths of the
= exhaling Arteries (/).

|
i
I'l form itfelf without any Attachment to the

P

I : 157. Others have been of Opinion, that all |
| thofe Veficles or Sacsare formed in the cellular
Membranes in the fame Maoner as we have
accounted for themin Se& 152. and either re-
Ll main fixed to the Part where they originally
" grew, or are afterwards feparated from their
Attachments. The immenfe Diftenfility of g
the cellular Membrane, the eafy Separation of 1
its Parts, its evident Formation into Sacs in all

Ifj' incyfled Tumors, and its Membranes not

(/) T once faw a large loofe Hydatide, whofe Coats

: feemed quite inorganic, and were made up of different
! Layers laid one above anather, which from
ance I fufpeted to have been for

. ¢id extravafated Liquors,

their Appear-
med of infpiffated vif-

hav-
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having ramifying Veflels proper to them, leave
no Doubt but that this is the Cafe with thofe
Hydatides that are found attached to any of
the Vifcera, or any other Part of the Body.
Nor is the Objection of their Pellicles melting
down into a Liquor, conclufive againft this
Hypothefis; for we fee the cellular Mem-
branes every Day melted down in Suppurati-
ons ; and if Haller’s and Kaaw’s Account of
thefe Membranes, being originally a glewy
Matter, be true, we fhall be the lefs furprifed at
feeing them melt down in milder Liquors,

158. By this melting down of the cellu-
lar Membranes we may account for thofe
Hydatides that are found floating in Liquors;
for if Hydatides are once formed any where in
the Body, a confequent Suppuration may de-
tach them by diffolving the neighbouring cellu-
lar Membranes ; nay, acrid, corroding, mace-
rating Waters may eafily produce the fame Ef-
fe@ ; and in almoft all the Obfervations con-
cerning

e NS e e . B
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cerning loofe Hydatides, we find that either
there has been a Suppuration, or the hydropic
Waters have been very acrid.  Indeed in fome
Accounts of Hydatides in the Uterus, we do
not find it faid that either the Waters were
acrid, or that there was any Suppuration ; but

might not thefe Hydatides have been originally °

the Cells of a Placenta, which after being fe-
parated had lain in the Uterus, and fallen to
Pieces by long Maceration in the Waters. The
Obfervations given by Rayfch of Placenta
compofed of fuch Hydatides, and thofe of
Mauriceau fhewing that a Hydrops Uteri is
often complicated with Pregnancy, make this
Conjecture not improbable,

159.Ithasbeen thought difficult on this The-
ory to give a Reafon why thefe Hydatides feem
{ometimes quite inorganic, and to have no Vef-
fels at all, while at other Times Veéflels are feen
diftributed regularly through their Coats: but I
think

e
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think the Confideration of the Strufture of the
cellular Membrane, together with the Manner
in which we have alledged thefe Hydatides to
be formed, may account for thefe Appcaran-
ces. Ior when only a few Membranes are dif
tended, where no Veflels, {o large as to be dif-
cerned by the Eye, run in their Interftices, there
no Veflels can be feen; but where a Number
of Membranes, that have confiderable Veflels
running between them, are prefled together,
there an organic Struture muft plainly appear.

160. The Veflels of the preternatural fixed
Cyfts being conftantly diftended by the inclofed
Liquor have very little Power of Abforptian,
and what they do imbibe confifts only of the
thinneft Parts of the Fluids, on which Ac-
count what remains becomes fometimes of a
thicker and more vilcid Confiftence.

161. Moft of the hydropic Cyfts near the
Surface of the Body are called Hydatides ; fuch

. a5
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as are formed near the Tendons are common-
ly named Ganglions; thofe placed on the
Trachea have the Name of Bronchoceles (m) 5
and thofe that are near to the Glans Penis are
known by the Name of Chryftallines; but
none of them have any thing peculiar except
their Sitvation. Nor does the Nature of the
internal Hydatides differ from that of the ex-
ternal, tho’ they have different Names applied
to them, according to the Organs in or upon
which they are fituated.

162 Butas, on account of the variousSituation
of Hydatides, there are different Remarks to be
made concerning the Symptoms and Method

() The watery Bronchocele does not eccur fo often in
this Ccuntry as in fome others ; it is faid to be 2 very com-
mon Difeafe among the Swifi, and other Inhabitants of the
Alps. Englith Tranflation of Boerbaave's Aphor. Note ts 8ei7,
1221,~50me Years ago Mr, Bromfield extirpated a
large watery Cyft, fituated between the Sternomaftsideus
Mufcle and the Trachea of a Woman, and the Wound
kRealed kindly.

of
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of treating many of them, it is neceflary to
confider each Sort feparately.

167. Hydatides are what Surgeons cal cir-
cumficribed Tumors, 7. e. their Extent can be
exatly determined; they yield to Prefiure,
‘but when it is removed they return to their
former Shape ; the Fingers moved alternately
on them feel a Fluctvation of their Liquor, but
when they are deep-feated this is generally very
indiftin& and obfcure ; they feldom are hurt-
ful, except by the Prefiure they make on the
neighbouring Organs, which are thereby hin-
dered in the regular Performance of their Func-
tions, The Fluid within them having ne
Communication with the external Air, is not
apt to become fo acrid as to deftroy the Bag in
which it is contained, and being in itfelf inert
and watery, the little of it that is abforbed
communicates no bad Quality to the Mafs of
Blood.

164. Hy-

T
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164. Hydatides are fcarce ever removed
by any internal Medicines or by mild exter-
nal Applications: they have been fome-
times dilcufled by ftrong Preflure or Frition,
by the frequent Fall of Water from 2 confider.
able Height upon them, or by Epifpaftics (7)
applied to the Teguments covering them ; but
the moft certain Cure is by fome of the fol-
lowing chirurgical Operations.

«. By extirpating the Cyft. In this Opera-
tion Surgeons gommonly put themfelves to
much unneceffary Trouble, by endeavouring to
preferve the Bag entire ; for there is lefs to cut,
and more Room for doing it, when after laying
bare the external Surface of the Tumor, the
Cyft is opened, and the Water let out. Afrer
taking the Cyft away in this Manner, the

(7) R. Acet. fort. calefal. q. f. eo madefa@a {pongia tu-
mori imponatur.—R, femin. finap. triti mica panis ana p. ae

acet opt. q. {. ut fiat finapifmus hydatidi applicandus.—R,
emplalt, commun. cum gummi emplaft, velicat. lingul.

drach. H. liquefcant fimul leni igne, extend, ad alutam &

tumorl applica,

Wound

il o e ol ™
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o

Wound is to be cured in the common Me-
thod (o).

g. If the Extirpation of the Cyft feems dan-
gerous, becaufe of its Situation in the Neigh-
bourhcod of large Arteries, Veins, Nerves, Ten-
dons, &c. its external Part only may be cut
away, or it may be opened by a large Incifion ;
and the Growth of Flefh from its internal Sur-
face be procured, either by numerous Incifions
made on it, or by efcharotic, eroding, or ftimu-
lating Applications, which, by exciting Inflam-
mation, increafe Suppuration, and thereby pro-
mote the Growth of Fleth to fill up the Ca-
vity (p).

If

(2) Boerbaave faw a Bronchoce le vhich reached from the
Os Hyoides to the Acromion of the Scapula, cured by Extir-
pation, Fan Sweiten comment. in aphor. [, 792. Cales
of Hydatides cured in this Way occur daily,

(?) The Sac of a Hydatide in the fpermatic Chord being
laid open, a large Quantity of Water was evacuated, and the
Wound drefled with dry Lint ; fome Days after, as the
Serotum and Bottom of the Wound felt callous, red Preci-

pitate

T
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7- If neither of the above- mentioned Opera-
tions can be performed, or the Patient will not
fubmit to them, a Punéture may be made in the
Sac with a Lancet or Trocar, in order to let
out the Liquor containe d in it ; but if the fmall
Orifice heals, a Return of the Tumor may be
foon expected by a new Supply of Water ; for
preventing which it is advifeable, 1. To preferve
the Orifice open, that the Water may run out
as faftas it colle@s, and by thefe Means the Sac
will be at Liberty to contra itfelf, fo as at laft to

pitate was put into the Sac, and Cauftic was applied to the
external Wound, till all the Hardnefs was carried off, and
a good Suppuration came on, when granulating Flefh ari-
fing the Wound foon healed, and the Patient recovered,
and has becn fince, for feveral Years, without the leaft
symptom of a Hydrocele. AMedical Effays, Vol. v. Art, 22,
—Another Hydrocele of the fame Kind was cured by ex-
citing an Inflammation by Means of a Pipe introduced into
the Sac at an Orifice made with a Lancet. f}id, Fourth
Edition, P. 254.—S8chenkius cured a long watery Tumor
that bung down from a Girl’s Throat by laying it open.
Obf. lib.iii. de bydrope, abf. v.—A Bronchocele was cured
by running a red-hot Iron into it.  Zediac. med. Gall. ann,
2. Febr. obf. W.

leave
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leaye no Cavity at all, or but a very fmall one ().
~2. To inje fome aftringent Liquor that
may contract the Orifices of the exhalant Ar-
teries.=—3. To introduce fome hard () or fti-

mulating

(¢) Anincyfted Dropfy of the Abdomen was cured by
making an Incifion into it, and keeping the Orifice open
for almoft two Years, in which Time a Tumw_which
gaveRife to the Difeafe was melted down, and the Cyft quite
filled u..  Memoir. de Pacad, de chirurgie, wil, ii. P 442.—
‘Two watery Tumors of the Face cured hy keeping the Ori-

fice of cach open. Maedic. Efays, wol. v. art. 30. bift. 2,
& 3.

(r) See feveral Examples of Hydroceles cured by raifing
Inflammation, in Medical Effays, wol. v. art. 22.—The
following Cafe I faw myfelf: A young Gentleman having
the Sac of an Hydrocele, where the Water was colle@ed
between the Tunica Vaginalis and Tefticle, 1

aid open by
Incifion, the Wound feemed to heal ve

ry favourably, and
was quite cicatrifed in a Fortnight’s Time, except a little
Hole through which the Gentleman obferved that fome
Water continued to ouze our, and putting a Probe into it,
he found that there was likely to be a new Collection of

R Water

s
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mulating Subftance into the Cyft, whereby an H

Inflammation may be raifed, a Suppuration en-
fue, and the Growth of Flefth be promoted,
either to fill up the Cavity, or to make its

S ——

| Sides grow together,

&. Some Writers have propofed to put a Se-
ton through the Sac, that the Water may run
off continually through the Orifices (s) ; but
the Event of this Method is very uncertain.

Another

Water formed ; upon which, without confulting any
i Perfon, he put a {mall Tent made of a twifted Waxed
' Thread inte this Orifice, to prevent its {hutting up en-
li”,‘,}-’ and went i.n:neazliatc]j-' to Bed ; h;tvi[‘rg ﬁcpt {ome
Hours he awaked with a very fharp Pain and Inflamma-
1 tion in the Tefticle, which iﬁrfJnght on a fmart Fever that
I § required very plentiful bleeding before it could be removed.
T his, however, was fucceeded by a mild Suppuration, and
a complete Cure was made, the Cavity foon filling up and }
healing firmly.
(s} We mentioned formerly two Examples where this

! Method was unfuccefsfully put in Praétice to draw off the
Water




QF THE DROPSY. 249

.. Another Method recommended in former
Days, .was to burft the Cyft with the Strole
of a Mallet ; but this cannot be done except
when the Hydatide is fupported by a firm
Bone ; and at any Rate fuch an Operation
bruifes the Parts too much, for which Reaions
it is now laid afide (¢).

165. If by any of thefe Operations the Preffure
made on the {urrounding Parts by Hyd:tides
be fuddenly taken away, and any of the bad
Conlequences mentioned in Se. 48. are likely
to enfue, we muft endeavour to prevent them

by the Methods propofed in Seét. 40.

Water in the Afcites, from Decker’s Exercit. prait. civea
purgantia, p. 289.

(#) A Hydrocele cured by a Blow on the Scrotum againft
the Saddle. Afed. Effays, wiol. v. art. 22.—We already
mentioned z Dropfy of the Uterus being cured by a Bruife
from a Fall. Mifeel. curief. a. n. c. dec. 3.an. 5% 6. obf.

57
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BasTARD HYDROPHTHALMIA.

! 166, Water colleted in a Sac formed at
E | the Fore Part of the Eye, either in the Tunica
Adnata (#), or Cornea (w), hinders the free
Motion of the Eye-lids, and intercepts the
Entry of Light into the Eye: but a Collec-
tion of Water placed between the Orbit and
the Eye thrafts the Eye forwards, and either
weakens the Sight, or deprives the Perfon of
i it altogether. '

-
el 1 e i

167. The two former are fo manifeft that
every one muft know them at firft Sight ; and

| (u) See an Example of this in A4, cur. a. . c. dec. 3.

ain. 3 abf. 3.

(w) Boerbaave gives a Cafe of fuch Hydatides on the
Cornca, which he cured by Punéture. Praled. in inflit,
" T - . "
med. edit; ab, Halier. comment. in [ef, 307. inflit, !

ghc
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2

the latter is eafily diftinguithed from the true
Hydrophthalmia, in which the Globe of the
Eye is diftended with Water; but the Marks
of an Hydatide muft be attended to, in order
to judge that it is not fome other Kind of in-
cyfted Tumor,

168. The Hydatides of the Adnata and
Cornea are generally cured by 2 Punéture or
Incifion made into them, and by bracing the
Parts afterwards with fome of the gentle
aftringent or ftrengthening Medicines (x) ;
though thofe of the Cornea often leave a Dim-
nefs of Sight.

16g9. Cyfls

(x) R. Pulv. facchar. [aturn. fal. ammon. fingul. gr. vi. ag,
volar. ﬁmp_ pne. Xil. m, ﬁfi.! :‘ﬂ!'.'E.T.r'.r.fm_-m'f:.:'_" R. Puly., tnut.
prt. drach. i. vitriol. alb. gr. vii. Jp. vin. Gallic. drach. ii. aq.
rofar. unc. vi. ﬁ-rnp.jfrtfi?rn'. unc. [5. m. pro collyrio.—vel R.
f:‘“-n_zj;'a.{*ar.ﬁrf.rp. 1. falve in tantilo ol. oliv. & adde unguent. tu-
tie drach. ii. fiat linimentum palpebris affvicandum.—vel R,

for, rofar. rub, drach, vi, coque ex vin, rubr, Gallic, unc. x.

R 3 ad
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169. Cyfts behind the Orbit are to be
treated as directed in Sc&. 162 regard being
always had to the tender and neceflary Organ
the Eye, near to which they are fituated.

Of the Ranura, or Watery Tumor
under the ToNGUE.

170. Praétitioners have given the Name
of Ranula to watery Tumors under the Tongue
(y): whether this Sort of Tumor be ow-
ing to a Diftention of the Du& of the inferior
maxillary gland ; or be a Sac formed in the
cellular Subftance by the Spittle efcaping from
an Opening of that Duél, or fome of its fmall
; or an Hydatide from any other
Caufe,

Branche

[+ ]

" i - 77 il i fa g )
ad wne. vi. eolaiure adde acet, opt. [pt. vin. Gallic. ana drach,

il, m. utetur fs:'::l_rf"';i';:_

(y) See fuch Tumors delcribed under the Names of
Batpxyos, Rana, Ranula, and Ranunculus, in #bucafis,

Rlbafis,

e —
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Caufe, - I cannot determine from the Cafes
I have feen, or the Hiftories of this Difeale
that are related by Authors ; none of them
having been diffe&ted in any Perfon who died
with it upon them (2).

171. The ftretching of the Parts under the
Tongue makes {uch Patients uneafy, caufes a
more than ordinary Flow of Spittle into the
Mouth, and renders Deglutition difficult. The
Softnefs and fenfible Fluctuation fhew a Liquor
to be contained, and the Want of previous
Inflammation prevents its being miftaken for a
Collection of Pus.

Rbhafis, Dedeneus, and others.—From the Nature of the
Liquor found in fuch Tumers it may be doubted whether
they ought to be confidered as dropfical Diforders, how-
ever they have the fame Appearances, and require nearly
the fame Treatment as Hydatides.

(z) Calculous Concretions are often difcharged when
fuch Tumors are opened ; Authors relate many fuch Cafes,,
and my Brother has feveral Stones which were lodged in
fuch bacs.

R 4 172, If
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172. If the Tumor is fmall, the Difcuflion of
it may be attempted by Purgatives (), and the

Application of ftimulant and aftringent Medi-
cines (4).

(a) In the French Tranflaiion ef iins E ﬁrj- there is one
Quotation from the Mem. de P Aiadem. 4o chirurg. tom, iii,
#- 464. where Monf. Louis is faid to affirm that this Dif-
eafe always takes its Rife from an Obliteration
cretory Du@ of fome of the falivary Glands,
is only to be cured by keeping open after the
fmall fiftulous Hole for the Excretion

of the Ex-
and that it
Operation, a
of Spittle into the
Mouth.—And another Quotation from the Fournal de Nie-
dic. for March 1759, where Monfl. Ssullier alledges that
fuch Tumors are more certainly cured by the Ui

e of re-
eated Hydragooue Purces, than b
P = i ¥

any Operation ; he
adds that he has cured nine Perlons in this Ur"&y. I do

not know that any other Pradlitioner has tried this Method
of Cure,

(&) R. Cort. granat. herd, byffap. fal. marin. Sinewl, Feach. ii.
mifee, fiat pulvis tumori applicandus.—wel R. Floy. E-.:":;:fﬂ.
alumin. fingul. unc. f5. cogue ex ag. fouton, lib. 1. fi. ad Iip. ;.
colatura pro lbtisie utetur. Forreibus fays he has curéd
feveral with fuch Medicines, /5. 4. obf. 24,

173. But

el
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173. But for the moft Part it muft be o-
pened to let out the watery or vifcid Liquor
(¢), in doing which Care mult be taken not to
wound the Veflels fituated below the Tongue:
—After the Aperture 1s made a Finger {hould

be prefied along the Courfe of the fub-maxillary
Dud, to thruft out any Subftance which may
have ftopped the Spittle in it; and the Sac is

(¢) I have feen three fuch Cafes which were cured by
the Operation. Fan Sweiten was called to fee a Woman
in Rotterdam, who, about nine Weeks before, had acci-
dentally bit her Tongue ; a Tumor began foon after to
appear below it, between its Root and the Dentes Incifo-
res, and increafed to fuch a Bulk as almoft to fill her
Mouth, and prevent Deglutition. Both external and in-
ternal Medicines had been tried without giving any Relief,
He immediately caufed the Tumor to be opened, which
difcharged a great Quantity of a pellucid tough Liquor, and
he ordered her to keep an aftringent Fomentation in her
Mouth for fome Days, which completed a Cure in 2 fhort
Time. Comment. in fed. 796. wol. ii. p. 41, My Father
met with two fuch Cafes 3 and Dr. &. Monrs cured ano-
ther much in the fame Way, but they could not determine
gither the Seat or the Caufe of the Difeafe,

afterwards,
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afterwards to be wathed with mild Detergents
and Aftringents (d), taking Care to keep the
Orifice of the Incifion open, by putting a Probe,
or fome fuch Subftance, frequently into it.

IncysTeED DroOPsIES of the BREAST,

174. Watery Tumors in the Cavity of the
Breaft, whether formed by the Pleura thruft
inwards (¢), or by Hydatides attached to any

of

(d) R. Spirit. vini Gallici une. . aq. calcis une., iv. mel, rofar,
Sefeunc. mifee.~vel R. Alumin. Jerup. i, folve in ag. rofar,
unc. WM. fyr. tolut. une. i,

(¢) *«* The following Account was wrote to a Phyfi-
cian in Town, from the surgeon who attended the Pa-
tient.  Your Acquaintance Mr. ———, after neglecting
a Cold, was attacked with an afthmatic Complaint, at-
tended with the Symptoms of a Hyvdrops Pe&oris, of which
he died. His Body was opened. The abdominal Vif-
cera feemed to be found, but the Lungs of the right Side
had the Appearance of a folid Mafs, and adhered to the
Pleura every where round a Sac which contained a Quart
of Water, and feemed to be fituated betwixt them and the

- il B
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of the Vifcera {f‘!, or in their Subftance (2),
may be called Incyfted Dropfies of the
Bl‘t.af’t.

175. Such

Upon opening the Body of one who died of the Droply,
a large Colleétion of green-coloured Water was found be-
tween ine Pleura, and the Inrercoftal Mufcles and Ribs
the Warer hhad diitended the Pleura into fuch a large Cyft
that it hlled almoft the whole Cavity of the Breaft. The
Pedicardium was likewife full of Water, Haller, Opufead.

LPathal. 5.‘:;".  JEr

(f) Rolfinkius fays he has feen Hydatides in the Mem-
bruncs of the Hearts of People who had been fubje& to

; ; L e SRR :
Palpitajions. Bonet Sepulch. Anar, b 1i. fei. 8. obf, 6.

(g ) One of the Invalids at Paris was taken with allow
Fever, and fuch a Difficulty of Breathing, that he was ob-
liged to fleep in an erect Pofture, his Hands and Feet
{welled, and he made but a fmall Quantity of Urine, which
had a lateritious Sediment. No Noile of flutuating Li-
quors could be heard when he breathed. After lingering
for three Years he died ; and when his Eud}' was opened,
there was no Water in the C:n'itj of the Thorax, but 3 Cylt
full of Water in each Side of the L-.:n_.:;S; the largeft
was about fix Inches long and four broad, and the other
about five long and three broad : There was likewife an
Hy-

iy
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175. Such Cyfts have no Pathognomic
Symptoms by which they may be diftinguithed
from other Tumors and Difeafes of the Chett ;
for the laborious Breathing, and anafarcous
Swellings brought on by their compreffing the i
Lungs and Blood Veflels, may be occafioned
by a Variety of other Diforders.

e — e

g

176. If fuch Tumors are any how difcovered,
then

2. Where the Water is collected between
ol the Pleura and Intercoftal Mufcles and Ribs,
i an Aperture ought to be made between the

Hydatide about three Inches long on the Surface of the
Liver. Memoir. de I’ Acad. des Sciences, 1732, par My. Ma-

i, loet —A Burgundian Gentleman laboured for feveral Years
i '- under an Orthopnea and heétic Fever, of which he died.
: When his Body was opened, there was Water collected in
one Side of the Thorax, and the Lungs were filled with
Hydatides, which contpined a tough pellucid Liquor re-
fembling the White of an Egg. Bonet. Sepulch. Anat. lib. 1,
Ject, 5. obf. 36, — See fuch another Cafe, ibid. fef?. 2.

ob/. 38,
a Ribs

UL
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Ribs where the Cyft is fitvated, and the Water
let out at different Times if it is in large Quan-
tity, and to be treated as direCted under Sed.

164.

b, Concerning Veficles formed in the Sub-
ftance of the Lungs it may be remarked, that
Laughing, Coughing, Sneezing, or Vomiting
may burft them; in which Cafe the Water
flowing out of them, may be voided into the

Bronchi and be coughed up (4), or may run in-
10

(5) The Baron Fan Sweiten, in his Commentaries on
Boerbaavye's Aphorifms, [eft. 1220, quotes two Cafes from
Torgioni Tozzetti of incyfted watery Tumors of the Lungs
burfting, and the Water being evacuated by coughing.
The firlt was a Noblemen fixty Years of Age, who, after
being affliéted with afthmatic Complaints, found, one Day,
as if fomething bad burft in his Breaft, and immezdiately
fpit up four Pints of a Liquor refembling the White
of an Egg, which relieved his Afthma. He relapfed,
and had the fame Accident happen to him in fome
Time after, but without finding any Relicf, and he died.
—The other was a young Man, who, after being afflicted
with a Weight and Anxiety in his Breaft for eight Days,

. felt
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to the Cavity of the Thorax, from which it
may be difcharged by making an Aperture into
the Cavity of the Thorax, in the Method
propofed when we treated of the Dropfy
of the Breaft. If alarge Cyft is fuddenly
burft into the Bronchi, the Patient may be

fuffocated before he can cough up all the Wa-
ter.

DRroprsy of the MEDIASTINUM,

177. Water in the Mediaftinum caufes
an uneafy Senfation of Weight in the Mid-
dle of the Breaft. This Weight commonly
changes Place according to the Situation
of the Body ; it is felt near to the Diaphragm
in the ere@ Pofture; it is towards the
Spine when the Patient lies on his Back; it

felt as if fomething had burft in his Lungs, and in lefs than
an Hour fpit up four Pints of a clear vifcid Liquor, and re-
covered. Prima Riccolta di Offervaz. Medic, p. 83

opprefles
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opprefles the fore Part of the Breaft when he
is prone ; it reclines to the Side on which he
refts.—As the Oefeophagus, Trachea, and
Pericardium are placed in the Middle of the
Cellular Subftance, in which the Water is con-
tained, the Acion of thefe Organs muft be
affected by this Difeafe (7).

178. 'This Species of the Dropfy can {carce
be diftinguifhed from feveral other Difeafes of

(i) Mead fays he has feen Water collected in the Me-
diaftinum. Mon. Med. cap. viii.—A Woman, upon catch-
ing Cold, was feized fuddenly with a Dyfpnea, Weight,
and Pain of the Breaft, and a Cough, by which the fpit up
a Phlegm tinged with Blood : Thefe Symptoms were at
firft relieved by Bleeding, and other Remedies, but on the
twenty-firft Day after fhe died fuddenly. Her Body was
opened, and the Mediaftinum found full of a bloody-co-
loured Serum, which by its Preflure on the Trachea and
Lungs feemed to have been the Caufe of the Patient’s
Death. The Lungs were ftuffed with a Matter like Pus,
and the left Ovarium was about the Size of a fmall Egg,
and of a blackifh Colour. River. Obf. cent. 1. obf. 6o0.—
See another Hiftory of the Difeafe in Bonet. Sepulchret. A-

yaig mEL A oy
ih, ii. fec?. 1. obf, 20,

Falomt. |

the
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the Breaft, except by the Weight changing
Place as above defcribed; but as it always at-
tends the univerfal Anafarca it increafes the
Symptoms thereof, and both have the fame
common Remedies.

179. If this Difeafe be known, and does
not yield to ftrengthening Medicines and the
Evacuations propofed in the former Part of
this Treatife, there is no other Way of drain-
ing off the Water than by opening the Sternum
with a Trepan, which is too dangerous an Ope-
ration to be undertaken in a Difeafe of whofe
Exiftence we can have {o little Certainty.

Hyproric CysTs between the containing

Parts of the ABpomen.

180. The incyfted Dropfy between the Ten-
dons of the oblique and tranfverfe Mufcles of
the Abdomen, or between thefe and the Peri-

toneum
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toneum (%), has the Appearance of common
Hydatides (/).
181. The
. W
(%) Authors mention ColleGtions of Water hetween the
Coats of the Peritoneum ; but it is a fingle Membrane,
and therefore no Water can be colledted in its Subftance.

The Reafon why Authors talk in this Way is, that the
firm cellular Membrane on its Outfide is commonly,  tho’

i mpmperl}r called its outer Coat, and it i5 in this cellular

Membrane that fuch Colle®ions of -Water are formed.

() The Wife of one Flinchius, a Painter, becoming ir-
regular in her menftrual Dilcharge, her Belly began to
fwell, and increafed to an immenle Size, and continued

_ fo for feven Years, without any other Inconvenience to the

Woman than what was occafioned by the Weight of the
Water. When fhe died and her Body was opened, there
were 110 lb. of Water between the Folds of the Perito-
neum, which were each of them as thick as one’s little
Finger. Upon opening the Cavity of the Abdomen- the
Inteftines were found in a found Condition, but the left

“ Kidney feemed bigger than ordinary, and the Fallopian

Tubes were fwelled and unperforated.  Twlpii abferv. lib, 4,
obfe 44.—See a like Cafe in Nuck's Adenograph. Curiaf.
¢. 290.—See Hiftories of Cyfts on the Outfide of the Peri-
’ 9 toncum
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181. The Cure is to be attempted by the fame
Means, and the Medicines recommended

n

toneum in Philsf. Tranf. No, 106 and 205—in Mem. de I'a-
cad. des Jeiences 1507, and in other Colleétions.—A great
Quantity of Water mixed with Hydatides was colle@ed
between the Peritoneum and tranfverfeMufcles, about feven
or eight 1b. of thick vilcid Liquor between the Duplicatures
of the Peritoneum ; and there was Water alfo in the Cavi-
ty of the Abdomen;. for, fays he, this is an example where
all the three different Sorts of Afcites were complicated,
Mead, monit. med. cap, viii.—Dr, Camper, Profeflor of Ana-
tomy at Franeguar, told me that he once faw a great Quan-
tity of Water colleted in the tendinous Sheaths of the recti
Moufcles of the Abdomen, which were divided into fo man

Cavities by the tendinous Interfe@ions of thofe Mulcles.—
In a Woman who died when fix Months gone with Child,
and who had complained of great Anxiety about her Pre-
cordia, and Difficulty of Breathing, the Peritoncum cover-
ing the lower Part of the Diéfphfﬂg!h was diftended into a
Sac of a furprifing Largenefs, in which were more than
200 loofe Hydatides of different Sizes, fwimming in 2
ﬂil’lkl-!‘lg purufﬂnt Liquur. A, P"BJ:'-"C med, a. 1. ¢, vol, viii,
abf. iii.—See an Account of a D:gpf}r between the Dupli-

catures of the Peritoneum which had been of 44 Years

ftand-
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in the common Afcites are to be given ;
but the Methods propofed under g and »,
of Sect. 164. are moft to be depended upon.
If only a {mall Punéure is made, or a Pipe
is introduced, by which the grofs Contents of
a Cy{t cannot pafs, the Orifice ought to be en-
larged.

IncysTED Dropsies of the BerLLy,

182. Hydropic Tumors that projeét into the
Cavity of the Abdomen, whether formed by
the Peritoneum thruft inwards, or by Sacs
attached to or in the Subftance of any of the
pendulous Vifcera (), have the Name of Hy-

dr.::'ps

ftanding, where Saline Chryftals refembling Nitre, fome
as big as fmall Hempleeds, others fmaller, were found a-
mong the hydropic Water, London medical fo,r?m'a.r. and
Inquiries, vel. 1. p. 7.

(m) Sennertus quotes a Cale from Cordeens, where Hyda-
S 2 tides
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drops Afcites Claufus, ot incyfted Dropfy of

the Belly. '
183. When

¢ides full of a Citron-coloured Water, were found in every
Cavity of the Body ; not enly in the Abdomen and Tho-
rax, but in the Uterus, Bladder, Kidnies, Pericardium,
Liver, Spleen, &c. In fhort, fays he, if the Hydatides
had been numbered, there would have been above eight.
hundred. Lib. iii. p. 6. cap. 11, J-'f_-f.‘.“ 2 —Ruyfch opened the
Body of an elderly Maid whofe Belly was much.['w::]]ed,
and full of Hydatides of different Sizes, fome as big as
one’s Fift, and others no larger than a Hazel Nut; thefe
Hydatides were filled with a vifcid glutinous Subftance.
Obf. anat. chirurg. obf. 46.—Bianchi mentions the Diflec-
tion of a Man's Body, where all the abdominal Vilcera, the
Liver, Spleen, Mefentery, Pancreas,Kidnies,Inteftines; décq
were befet with numerous Hydatides which rofe very thick
one above another for four or five different Strata. A,
Hepat. tom. i. part 2. cap. 1. fedF. 1L p. 139.—Ruyfchfound a
large Bag filled with Hydatides placed above the Stomach,
in the Body of aWoman who died of afthmaticComplaints :
while fhe lived fhe had a very difficult Refpiration, a con-~
flant Fever, and often a Pain in her Stomach.  O%f. anat.
chirurg. obf. 27.——DBlancard gives an Account of the
Diffe&ion -of a Woman whofe Stomach was greatly dii-
: : tended,

.
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183. When they are not very large they
feel like deep feated Hydatides, but when they
have

tended, and had numerous Hydatides in its internal Mem-
brane, with a Cyft full of Water depending from the in-
ner Surface of the Pyloris. Prax. Med. p. 3. cap, vii.—
An old Woman about fixty, was taken with a violent
Pain in_ her Belly, which began to fwell, and increafed
gradually for two Years. When fhe died, and her Body
was opened : The Heart was of a great Size, and had a
large Polypus in one of its Ventricles ; the Lungs adhered
every where to the Pleura; in the Abdomen was found a
large Cyft which filled its whole Cavity, and contained
about 171b. of a yellowith Serum : This Sac feemed to
divide the Omentum into two ; it had Ligamentsand Blood
Veflelsy and its lower Part adhered to the Sphin&er of the
Bladder. © Epbemer. German. 1742, obf. 9a.—An ignorant
Surgeon intending to perform the Operation of the Empy-
ema, for a fuppofed Collection of Matter in the Thorax,
perforated into the Cavity of the Abdomen in the right Hy-
pochondrium ; a Number of Hydatides came out at the
Wound, and the Woman died foon after. When Ruyfch
and he opened the Body, there was nothing preternatural
to be obferved in the Thordx; but upon looking into the
Abdomen, the Liver was every where grown to the Peri-
toneum,
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have once increafed fo much in Size as to fill
the whole Cavity of the Abdomen it is fome-

times

toneum, and its whole Subftance compofed of Hydatides ;
Ruyfch. obf. anat. chirurg. obf. 65.—In the great Lobe of the
Liver Littre found a large Cavity, in which there was a
Number of oval Bodies that contained a vifcous pellucid
Liquor. Hif. del'acad. des Sciencesy 1904.—Morand found
in the Body of one of the Invalids at Paris two Bags full
of Hydatides, which almoft filled the whole Pelvis ; one was
about eight Inches long and as many broad, and adhered
to the Bladder of Urine ; the other was lefs, and adhered
to its Neck. Mem. de lacad. des Sciences, 1722.—A Wo-
man, aged forty-four, fometime after the was married
imagined herfelf with Child ; her Belly fwelled gradually :
after fome Months her Breafts grew full, and fhe could
fqueeze a whitith Liquor fronr them, which confirmed her
in the Opinion-of her being pregnant, After nine Months
were elapfed, having no Signs of Labour, fhe was fenfiple
of her Miftake, and began to take Medicines ; but to no
Purpole, for fhe languifhed two Years more and died. Up-
on opening her Belly to fee what her Difeale was, Mr,
Turner found about two Gallons of Water inclofed jn a
tranfparent Membrane adhering to the Womb, which upon
Examina-
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times difficult to diftinguifh them from the
common Alcites,

184. In fuch Cafes they are only to be dif-
covered by a particular Hiftory of the Pro-
grefs of the Diforder, and a careful Examina-
tion of the prefent Symptoms. In thefe Hy-
datides the Swelling is at firft confined to a
particular Part, where the Patient generally
feels an obtufe Pain and Tenfion.—The Pro-
grefs of the Diforder is more flow than in the
Afcites, and " the Swelling extends itfelf more
outwardly.—And the Belly changes its Fi-
gure lefs in the different Movements of the
Body where they are fixed; but when the
Hydatides are moveable or attached to any

Examination proved to be its outer Coat. Philsfoph. Tranf.
No. 207,~See in the Epbemer. German. a Cafe where a Sac
adhering to the Womb contained 112 German Meafures of
Water. Ann. 1742, obf. 94.—Anocther had 88 Meafures.
Mif. cur. a. n, ¢. ann, 8. abf, 23,

S 4 of
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of the pendulous Vifcera, they fometimes feem
to fall from one Side of the Belly to the other,
when the Patient turns in Bed.—The Refpi-
ration is not commonly f{o much affe@ed in
walking and going up Stairs as in the Afcites ;
the Appetite continues better, the Phirft is
lefs ; the Face and reft of the Body are not fo
much emaciated ; and the Urine beats a greater
Proportion to the Drink, and the Legs do not
become cedematous till the Tumor is very
large,

In Women 'the menfirual Difcharge conti-
nues more regular than in the Afcites; and

they fometimes have Children in the Courfe
of the Diforder.

185. When the Peritoneum is the Part
diftended, the Tumor is always immoveable,
whereas the hydropic Cyfts that proceed from
the pendulous Vifcera fall downwards a little
al
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at firt when the Patient changes his Pofture,
but afrerwards they either grow fo large, or ad-
here {o to the Peritoneum, as no longer to
fhift their Place.—Sacs in the Subftance of the
Liver (#) or Spleen are not eafily diftinguifhed ;

numerous

() Some Yearsagoa Gentleman 26 Years of Ase, was
attacked with an Inflammation of his Bowels, which was
refolved by Bleeding, Purging, and other cooling Medi-
cines. About fix Weeks after he contrafted a Cough,
which he negle&ted, till it became very troublefome, and
he had the Night Sweats, and all the Symptoms of a cori=
firmed Phthifis Pulmonalis 5 he then ufed variety of Medi-
cines and different Regimens, but without recciving any
Benefit; and he died in about fix Months after he was
fift attacked with the Cough.—For fome Time be-
fore his Death he could not lie on his left Side;
whenever he attempted it he was feized with a vio-
lent Fit of Coughing and Vomiting ; which made us
fufpect that a large Abfcefs had formed in the Right Side
of the Lungs immediately above the Diaphragm. After his
Death, his Body was opened ; the Lungs were full of little
‘T'ubercles, many of which had come to Suppuration, but
there was no where any large Abfcefs in cither Side of the
“‘Thorax,
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numerous {mall Hydatides difperfed through
the Abdomen are difcovered with Difficulty,
being fearce to be diftinguithed from Steatoms
or fuch’ other Tumors, as the Flo&uation of
Liquors in them is wholly imperceptible thro®
the Teguments and Mufcles.

186. Under this Head of the Afiites Clau-

Thorax, nor were the Lungs wafted or adhered much to
the Pleura. The Abdomen was then opened ; the Sur=
geon on cutting acrofs the Integuments immediately below
the fhort Ribs of the right Side opened a Cyft which dif=
charged a large Quantity of Water ; upon dilating the In-
cifion there came out a loofe oblong Hydatide, which con-
tained above half a Pint of Liquor. The Water which
contained this Hydatide had been collected in a Sac formed
behind the Gall Bladder, between the Peritoneum and
Liver, which had protruded forwards towards the Integu-
ments, [he Sides of this loofe Hydatide were made up
of a Number of Lamellz laid one above another, but
{eemed to have no Veflels nor any organic Struflure. We
did not obferve any of the other abdominal Vilcera to be.

difealed
ﬁzr
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fus may be comprehended the Hydatides in
the Ovarium, which are particularly defcribed
by Authors, but have nothing peculiar to
them ; nor is it worth while to enter into a
Difpute whether they are formed in the Vefi-
cles commonly called Ova, or whether they
are only diftended Cells of the cellular Sub-
ftance in which the Ova are lodged (0).

187, The

(o) I have feen feveral Bodies opened of Women who
died of what were called Dropfies of the Ovaria, and in
all of them, befides the larger Veficles which formed a
great Part of the Tumor, we obferved the Ovarium Fallo-
pian Tube and neighbouring Parts to be (welled, in a flea-
tomatous or fchirrhous State, and befet with fmallHydatides.
==Dt. Samfon gives an Account of the Difle&ion of a Wo-
man who died of a Dropfy of the left Ovarium ; there was
no extravafated Waterin the Cavity of the Abdomen, but it
was filled with a Number of Veficles of different Sizes full
of a vifcous Serum, fome fo large as to be able to contain
30 b, of this Liquor, others about the Size of a Child’s
Head, others as big as an Orange, and others not larger
than
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187. Thefe incyfted Dropfies feldom yield
to internal Medicines; and while the Sacs

re-

than Walnuts ; upon examining thefe Veficles they ap-
peared to be no other than the Ovula of the Ovarium dif=
tended to that monfirous Size; he fays, if you can ima-
girie about forty Bladders of different Sizes tied together
like 2’ Reeve of Onions, you liave an Idea of this Ovari-
um ; the whole Velicles contained about 112 1b. of Se-
rum, Philyf. Tranf. No. 140.—In a Woman, who died of
a Dropfy, the left Ovarium was fwelled to a prodigious
Size, fo as to weigh thirty-feven pounds; it was divided
into a great many Cyfts oddly complicated together ; fome
eontained a clear Water, others a gelatirious Liquor, others
a Fluid like Cream, others like Tallow. Infome Parts it
had a glandular; in others, a flethy Appearance. The O-

mertum too was thickened and divided into Cyfts that con-

tained different Sorts of Fluids fomething in the fame
Manner. The Weight of thefe Subftances prefling on the
fmall Guts had brought on a Gangrene, of which the Pa-
tient died in two Days. Ridley obf. Med. praéi. & phyfial.
obf. 33.—See Difle&ions of hydropic Ovaria in Nuck Ade-
megraph. cap. 8.—Philsf. Tranf. No. 466.—Bonet. Sepulch.
anat. lib. iii. cap, 21.—In the Body of a Woman wha
died of a Dropfy, the right Ovarium was near a Foot long,

as
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remain moveable they {carce admit of any chi-
rurgical Operation ; unlefs we were to open the
Abdomen and to extirpate them, which is both
too dangerous and too fevere an Operation for
the little Inconyenience they put the Patient to
at that Time. -

188. When they adhere to the Integuments,
become fixed, and point outwardly, they may
then be_ opened (p), the Water let out, and they

treated

as much broad, and fix Inches thick ; it was compofed of
a great many [mall Bags of different Sizes, containing a
olairy Matter like Mucilage or Honey, and there was one
large Bag which contained near fifty-two Pounds of Wa-
ter, which appeared to be only the external Covering of
the Ovarium, or elfe one of the Hydatides diftended. The
Fallopian Tube was lengthened and enlarged in its Dia-
meter. Al the other Vifcera were found, except the Gall
Bladder, which had two Concretions in it. Medical Ejfays,
wol. v. art. 73.

(p) Margaret Millar, aftex Child-Birth, was feized with
a violent
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treated as mentioned in Se&. 164, though
we cannot for the moft Part, even in fuch

a violent Pain in her left Side, and her Belly began to
fwell 5 after thirteen Years the Tumor was grown to fuch
a monftrous Size that it engroffed the whole left Side, and
feemed to point. The great Uneafinefs it gave the Pa-
tient, joined with her Refolution and Importunities, made
Dr. Houfton refolve to lay the Tumor open ; having there-
fore made an Incifion into it about an Inch long, and
nothing coming away, he enlarged the Wound two or
three Inches more, and then at firft only a little glutinous
Subftance came out of the Orifice, till putting a firong
Fir Splinter, with fome Lint wrapt round the end of it,
into the Wound, he brought away upwards of two Yards
of a gelatinous Subftance about ten Inches broad ; this
was followed by nine full Quarts of fuch Matter as is ob-
ferved in fleatomatous and atheromatous Tumors, in which
there was 2 Number of Hydatides of various Sizes, fome
of them larger than an Osange. After he had evacuated
all the Liquor, he fewed up the Wound, and by the Af-
fiftance of proper Dreflings and internal ftrengthening Me-
dicines, the Woman recovered her Health in a few Weeks.
From the whole Hiftory of the Cafe the Do&or thinks it
pretty evident that it was the Ovarium which was affe@ed.
Philof. Tranf. No.. 381. feét. 3.

Cafes,
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Cafes, flatter ourfelves with the Hopes of a
Cure, as fuch incyfted Dropfies oficn take
their Rife from or are accom panied with ftea-
tomatou: or fchirrous Tumors within the Abdo-
men whicn cannot be extirpated without im«
mediate Danger of the Patient’s Life (9)-

HyproceLE in the SPERMATIC CHoRD.

189. An Hydatide in the fpermatic Chord,
whether it be formed in the common Way
of other Hydatides (r), or by Part of the

(¢) Mr. Morandfays he once had aPatient withthe Dropfy
of the Ovarium, from whom he often drew thirty-fix Eng-
lifb Pints of Water at a Time ; the Operation incommod-
ing her fo little that the ufed to go into the Country the
Day after it. He propofes here by Way of Quettion,
whether the Extirpation of the Ovarium, when it is drop-
fical from hard or fchirrous Tumors, might not be fafely
attempted ; as we fee every Day Brutes furvive the Extirpa-
tionof their Ovaria ? Memoir, de I acad. ds chirurgie, vol,
li. p. 458,

Peritoneum
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Peritoneum which formed the Sac of a2n in-
guinal Hernia which had been reduced (s), is
known by the common Marks of fuch Tumors,
and may be diftinguifhed from Collections of
Water between the Coats of the Tefticle, by the
Tefticle being ftill felt at the lower Part of it 5
whereas in the latter Sort of Hydrocﬁlﬁ, the
Tefticle floating in the furrounding Watercan-

not be diftinétly perceived,

19o. This Hydrocele is to be cured as other
Hydatides; the Incifion being made on the Out-
fide of the Scrotum, as the Part where large
Veflels are moft certainly avoided, the Water

"moft readily evacuated, and the Dreflings’

eafieft applied (7).
(r) Seefuch Cales in Garengest Operat, de Chirurg. obfs
28.—Saviard obf. 22.—Le Dran, obf. 75.
s) Such Cafes may be feen in Bidlpo anat. tab. 32. figs
3 & 4.—Le Dran. obf. reflex. fur Pebf. 58 & 75.
(t) See Hiftories of fuch Curesin Medic, Efays; woks vg

‘It;.:l 21?
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